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PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Order No. 254 

of 1916. 

April 16, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 

LALJI SINGH — Decree-holder — 

Appellant 

versus 

GIRJA PRASAD SINGH and others— 
Jcdgment-debtors — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of I908j, O.XXI , r. 2 — 
Decree , adjustment of — Decree-holder , right of, to re- 
lease some or all judgment-debtors from liability. 

Under Order XXI, lule 2 of the Civil Procedure 
Code, a decree-holder and his judgment-debtor can 
adjust their respective rights and liabilities in regard 
to the decree in any manner agreed upon by them, 
including the discharge of the judgment-debtor, 
[p. 1, col. 2 ] 

There is nothing in Order XXI, rule 2, or any other 
provision of the Civil Procedure Code to prevent the 
release by the decree-holder of some of the judgment- 
debtors from their liability under the decree, [p. 2. 
col. 1.] 

Appeal from an order of the District 
Judge, Monghyr, dated the 29fch July 1916. 

Mr. Sivnandan Rai , for the Appellant. 

Messrs. Ganesh Dutta Singh , Alul Krishna 
Roy and Jugernath Persad , for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Jwala Prssad, J. — This is an appeal by the 
transferee of a decree for Rs. 2,200 against 
certain judgment-debtors including the 
respondents in this case. The decree was 
transferred in favour of the appellant on 
27th August 1905. On December 2nd, 1905, 
the decree-holder filed a petition of satisfac- 
tion to the extent of Rs. 275 out of the 
decretal amount as having been received 
from the respondents. In that petition the 
decree-holder absolved the respondents from 


the liability of the decree. The payment 
of the aforesaid Rs. 275 as well as the 
discharge of the respondents were duly 
recorded by the Court under Order XXI, rule 
2, of the Code of Civil Procedure. The 
appellant executed the decree, ignoring the 
adjustment and the discharge mentioned 
above. The judgment-debtors- respondents 
objected to the execution of the decree as 
against them. The lower Appellate Court 
has upheld their objection and has disallowed 
the execution of the decree against them. 
The transferee of the decree has appealed 
to this Court 

It is contended on behalf of the transferee 
that the release of the respondents from the 
liability of the decree amounts to varying 
the terms of the decree and is invalid in 
law. No authority directly applicable to 
this contention of the appellant has been 
shown to us. The two authorities reported 
as Kelu Nair v. Meenakshi (1) and Ladd 
Govindoss v. Ramdass Vishnadoss (2), do 
not apply at all to the facts of this case. In 
the latter case facts even have not been fully 
stated. In my opinion the terms of the 
decree have not in any way been altered 
by the petition of satisfaction referred to 
above, nor does the petition contravene any 
provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
In my opinion under Order XXI, rule 2, the 
decree-holder and the judgment-debtor 
can very well adjust their respective rights 
and liabilities in regard to* the decree in 
any manner agreed upon by them, including 
the discharge of the judgment-debtor. 

The learned Vakil for the appellant then 

(1) 21 I lid. Cas. 639; 25 M. L. J. 586; 14 M. L. T. 
574. 

(2) 28 Iud. Cas. 376; 17 M. L. T. 222; (1915) M. W, 
N. 225. 
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contended that it is not competent for the 
df cree* holder to release some of t lie judg- 
ment-debtors from the liability of the decree, 
which was against all the judgment-debtors 
jointly including the iudpment-debtors 
released. There is nothing in Order XXJ, 
rule 2, or any other provision of the Code of 
Civil Procedure to prevent the release by 
the decree holder of some of the judgment- 
debtors from the liability under the decree. 
The decree is being executed by the assignee 
of the decree-holder and the judgment-debtors 
can very well rely upon the release and 
discharge given by the decree- holder. The 
question raised by the appellant is one that 
really concerns the rights and obligations of 
the judgment-debtors inter se. i, therefore, 
agree with the view of the Court below and 
dismiss the appeal with costs. 

Chapman, J. — 1 agree. 

.1 p pc < 1 1 1 1 on issed. 


sequently dispute the jurisdiction of the Court upon 
the ground that there were irregularities in the 
initial procedure which, if objected to at the time, 
would have led to dismissal of the suit. | p. 9, col. 2.] 

Lc< lya rd v. Bull, 9 A. 191; 13 I A. 134: 4 Sar. 1*. C. 
J. 741; 5 Ind Dec. (x. s ) TGI (P. C ), followed. 

The jurisdiction to impugn a previous decree on 
the ground of fraud is established law. But such 
jui isdiction should he exercised with care and reserve 
and proof must he required that there was act ual and 
positive fraud, that is, a meditated and intentional 
contrivance to keep the parties and the Court in 
ignorance of the real facts of the case and a decree 
obtained I * v that contrivance, p. 10, col. 2; p. 11, col. 

TJ 

The provisions of rule 4 (3) of Order XXX II of the 
Civil Procedure Code are mandatory and imperative 
in their nature and it would amount to want of 
jurisdiel ion in the Court to appoint a guardian 
(nl litem on behalf of a minor without his consent, 
fp. 11, col. 2.] 


Appeals from the decision of the Sub- 
Judge, first Court. Arrabs Sliababad. 

Messrs. P. R % Pass, Kulwant Safiai and 
Parmcshivar Dttyal , for tbe Appellants. 

Mr. Sunk it Madhav Mnltick , for tbe Re- 
spondents. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

First Civil Appeals Nos. 313 and 112 ok 19! 1. 

March 27, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Mullick and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

Pundit MOHAN KRISHNA 1)AR 

AND OTH E R S — D E V E N D A NTS — APPELLANTS 


vv/ QUO 

Chowdhuri HAR PRASAD and others 
— Plaintiffs — Respondents in F. A 

No. 313 of 1914 

AND 

1NDERDE0 RAI and others — Plaintiffs- 
Respondents in F. A. No. 412 of 1914. 

Hind u La > c — M it a kali ora — Jo i n t fa mil i / — „ J//,. n f j / 
—Necessity- Dekt incurred by managing members 
lability oj family- Decree, setting aside of, for fra, 

— Irregularity in initial procedure, effect of Ja,- 

diction Objection, when to be taken— Civil Proccdu 
Code (Act V of 1908;, U. X '.XXII, r. I (3)-J/, m „, 
Guardian ad litem. 

Where a debt is contracted on behalf of a hm 
family governed by the Mitakshura Law by its mam. 
mg member or members and it is proved that t) 
debt was contracted for the benefit of the' ini, 
family, any judgment obtained against such mnnarnr 
member or members in respect of such deb? 
binding upon all the members, adults and minor 

and the joint property of the family is liable for tl 
satis aetmu and discharge of the same, fp l*> ,. 0 i i 

Where in a case which a Court is competent , 
cry the parties without objection, j ()1Il ; SS J ^ ‘ 

tj tnul u P on wonts, tbe defendant cannot PU 1 


JUDGMENT. 

Atkinson, J. — These two first appeals 
arise from the decision of tbe Subordinate 
Judge of Anal), dated tbe 29th of May 
1914. Appeal No. 313 has refere nee to 
Original Suit No. 168 of 1912; and Appeal 
No. 412 is concerned with Original Suit 
No. 169 cf 1912. The plaintiffs in both 
these suits are members of a joint Hindu 
family governed by tbe Mitakshara Law 
residing within tbe district of Sliababad 
in this Province. The plaintiffs in Suit No. 
16^, i, e., the respondents in First Appeal 
No. 313 of 1914, are the adult members of 
this joint Hindu family; and the plain- 
tiffs in Suit No. 169, who are the respond- 
ents in First Appeal No. 412 are tbe 
minor members of the same Hindu family. 
Ibis Hindu family appear to have been 
tbe vial ties or proprietors of four separate 
denominations of land; viz., (lie real estate 
or properties known as Mangraon, Sangraon, 
Ismail pur and Sonsarpur and in respect of 
an li ieh they used to pay a revenue rent 
to (lie Government. They were also owners 

0 another denomination of land known as 

1 ankipur which is in reality part of tbe 
i angraon Estate. The ancestors of these 
plaintiffs, on the 19th of June 1887, made 
a usufructuary mortgage of the lands of 

angraon to one Abdul Ghani to secure a 
onn of Rs. 25,000. Abdul Ghani in pur* 
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suance of tliat mortgage, entered into pos- 
session of. this property Subsequently, on 
the 25th of November the plaintiffs or some 
of their ancestors entered into another mort- 
gage-bond with the same Abdul Ghani to 
secure an advance of Rs. 5,000. This latter 
charge was a simple mortgage-bond. No 
question arises as to the validity of these 
mortgages. 

Abdul Ghani was desirous of realizing the 
amount due on the simple mortgage- 
bond of the year 18S9, and he instituted a suit 
to recover the principal sum advanced 
with interest; and he obtained a decree, 
ex parte, against the plaintiffs on foot of 
fhis mortgage-bond in the year 1903. It 
is significant to note in this connection that 
the plaintiffs also endeavoured to have 
the ex parte decree, which was obtained 
by Abdul Ghani, set aside upon the 
same ground as they now seek to have the 
ex parte decree obtained by defendant No. 1 
set aside. The plaintiffs were successful 
in their attempt to have the ex parte decree 
obtained by Abdul Ghani set aside; and 
on the 27th of July 1908 the High Court 
of Calcutta set aside the decree ob- 
tained by Abdul Ghani; but on condition 
that the plaintiffs should pay to Abdul 
Ghani the sum of Rs. 15,904*5-4 by way of 
principal and interest due on foot of the sim- 
ple mortgage-bond. 

The plaintiffs at the same time also em- 
barked upon a redemption suit to ascertain 
what was due to Abdul Ghani on the usu- 
fructuary mortgage of the 19th of June 18o7 
and after a considerable time it was 
ascertained, on the 19th of March 1909, that 
the amount due by the plaintiffs to Abdul 
Ghani in the redemption suit on foot of the 
usufructuary mortgage was Rs. 71,11(3-7-3. 
In I he month of March 1909 the plaint- 
iffs were in very low water, financial- 
ly, and they were anxious to pay off Abdul 
Ghani the amount due on foot of the decree 
of the 27th of July 1908, decreed by ihe 
Calcutta High Court, together with what- 
ever sum was due in the redemption suit. 
Accordingly early in March 1909 the plain- 
tiffs obtained an introduction to the pre- 
decessor* in-title of defendant No. 1, referred 
to in these proceedings as the Pundit, 
who was a resident of the United Pro- 
vinces, and who wa°, at that time, on a 


visit to Arrah; and the adult plaintiffs 
induced the Pundit to agree to advance to 
them and their family to discharge a press- 
ing necessity the sum of Rs. 40,0C0, 
Rs. 15,904-5-4 of which was to be paid imme- 
diately in full discharge and satisfaction 
of the debt due on the simple mortgage- 
bond to Abdul Ghani ; and the balance, 
Rs. 24,000 odd, was to be retained by 
♦he Pundit in his own hands until it 
had been ascertained exactly what was the 
amount due in respect of the redemption 
suit, or what sum Abdul Ghani would take 
by way of compromise to satisfy his 
claim in that suit. The plaintiffs, it is al- 
leged, represented to the Pundit that al- 
though the redemption decree was for 
Rs. 71,000, nevertheless Abdul Ghani would 
accept a sum far less in satisfaction of 
both decrees, and they believed that it 
would not exceed in all the sum of Rs. 
40,000. The plaintiffs are further alleged 
to have represented that if more money 
was necessary than the sum agreed to be 
advanced by the Pundit that thej r , 
the plaintiffs, would procure same and thus 
discharge the debt due to Abdul Ghani imme- 
diately and release the lands from all 
claims; and incidentally, the plaintiffs also 
represented that there were no other charges 
by way of mortgage upon the properties 
in suit. In so far as this latter representa- 
tion made by the plaintiff is concerned it 
was subsequently discovered to be false; 
as the Pundit ascertained that there was 
a mortgage due to another person for the 
sum of Rs. 4,0C0 which the Pundit had 
subsequently to redeem. The Pundit agreed 
to advance to the plaintiffs the sum of 
Rs. 40,000 on the condition that he was to get 
an usufructuary mortgage of the properties of 
Sangraon and Mangraon; and that as collateral 
security he was also to have a simple mort- 
gage in respect of all the four properties 
mentioned. And there was a further agree- 
ment that in the event of the Pundit’s 
not getting possession of the properties 
contracted to be given to him under the 
usufructuary mortgage, that then he should be 
repaid the whole of the principal of 
Rs. 40,000 by June 1920 with interest at 12 
per cent., i.e. y 3 per cent, over and above the 
rate contracted to be paid if the agree- 
ment as to usufructuary mortgage became 
fully accomplished and completed. The 
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original interest agreed upon was 9 per 
rent., hut the Pundit stipulated that if he 
did not get possession, then the interest 
should lie increased, until the whole of 
the principal sum advanced hy him should 
have been repaid. 

The contract, in the terms set out hy 
me above, was embodied in a mortgage- 
deed, dated the 24th of March 1909. I 
have given a summary of the terms of 
the contract; save as to one provision con- 
tained in clause 14, to the effect l hat if 
the sum of Rs. 40,000 should prove in- 
sufficient to discharge and satisfy the money 
due to Abdul Ghani in full, that then 
the plaintiffs in these suits would make 
up the deficiency necessary out of their 
own pockets and would deliver clear posses- 
sion to the Pundit of the lands of Mang- 
raon and Sangraon agreed to be given to 
him in usufructuary mortgage. 

There is no doubt that the Pundit was 
very anxious to enter into possession of 
these properties. From the moment the 
mortgage was executed by the plaintiffs he 
was pressing — and pressing strongly — that 
they should discharge the obligation due to 
Abdul Ghani under the contract which 
the plaintiffs had made with him, and 
should secure the release of the properties 
from all claims, and give him (the Pundit) 
clear possession. 


The contract was executed by all tl 
plaintiffs who were adult members of 
family; and also by plaintiffs Nos. 1 and 3 

first Appeal No. 412. The other membei 
who are minors, did not execute the raoi 
gage in question. 

The object and purpose for which tl 
contract and the mortgage-bond were ma. 
by the plaintiffs in favour of the Pune 
was to raise money for a family necessit 
for the pnrpose of discharging a debt whi, 
involved the risk of the whole of 
joint family property being put up ; 
sale and their rights therein extinguish 
for ever, and the obligation so contract 
was consequently a debt binding the , 

£T.i“f^-!r ts of *" 11,0 mmWs 

The Pandit, finding that the plaint 
were nnw, I,n* to pay up Abdul Gh 

the amount due on the redemption dec. 
Wi tbo ground that the amount found 


be due by the decree was excessive, in- 
duced them, the plaintiffs, in May 1909 
to appeal to the Calcutta High Court 
against the redemption decree sanction- 
ed by the Subordinate Judge, and that 
appeal was successful in the year 1915 and 
the amount of the decree was reduced to 
the sum of Rs. 31,000. From that order 
of the Calcutta High Court Abdul Ghani 
has appealed to the Privy Council; and 
the Pundit and his respresentatives have 
r.ever got possession of the lands contract- 
ed to be given to him in usufructuary 
mortgage. 

Finding it impossible to get possession 
or to induce the plaintiffs to perform their 
part of the contract by raising more 
money to satisfy Abdul Ghani’s claim and 
deliver clear possession to defendant No. 
1, or to his predeces9or-in-title, the Pundit 
or rather defendant No. 1 brought a suit 
in October 1909 seeking to recover judg- 
ment for the amount of Rs. 15,904 odd, 
which he or his predecessor-in-title had 
admittedly paid to satisfy Abdul Ghani’s 
claim in the suit on foot of the simple mort- 
gage-bond. That money was paid and applied 
to the discharge of Abdul Ghani’s claim 
against the plaintiffs in the present 
suits. Abdul Ghani’s claim, which had 
crystallized into a form of a decree, consti- 
tuted a pressing family necessity binding 
on the plaintiffs and all the members of 
the joint family', and the money which 
was borrowed by the plaintiffs from the 
Pundit to discharge that pressing necessity was 
a debt binding in all equity and good con- 
science upon the entire joint Hindu 
family and of which the plaintiffs in 
these two suits constituted the entire 
and exclusive members. 

Prior to instituting bis suit, defendant 
No. 1, who was the plaintiff in the former 
suit, served the present plaintiffs with a 
notice dated the 16th of September 1909 
i equiring them within 15 days to give 
him (defendant No. 10) clear possession 
of the property contracted to be given to 
him by t lie mortgage-deed; and stating 
that if they did not comply with the re- 
quirements of the notice, he (defendant 
^o. 1) would be forced to seek the 
protection of the law. Upon the plaintiffs 
failing to comply with the require moots 
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of the notice as stated, the defendant No. 
1 instituted a suit based on the allegation 
that he had been induced to contract to 
lend Rs. 40,000 by reason of the plaintiffs’ 
misrepresentation and fraud. The notice 
was admittedly served and admittedly receiv- 
ed by the plaintiffs; because it was proved 
that defendant No,- 10 in the former suit 
came, on receipt of that notice, to the 
Pundit and said: we are sorry we cannot 
give you possession of all the lands at 
present; will you kindly take possession 
of a part only until such time as 
we are able to give you the rest of 
the property discharged from Ghani’s 
claim?’ Therefore, it may be taken as 
conclusively proved that the notice of the 
16th of September 1909 was duly and 
properly served upon the plaintiffs in these 
suits and was received by them. 

On the 11th of October 1909 the plaint 
in the former suit was filed. Defendant 
No. 1 in this action instituted proceedings 
against the plaintiffs in these two appeals as 
defendants, and all the members of the joint 
Hindu family were named as parties. Five of 
these were minors, and the remaining 
members were adults. The plaint was 
served on the lltb of October 1909. There 
was no appearance on behalf of the present 
plaintiffs, who were defendants in that suit; 
and by reason of default in appearance a decree 
for Rs. 16,9.8-10-0 was obtained by defendant 
No, 1 in that suit against all the members 
of the joint Hindu family on the 3rd of 
December 1909. Immediately following the 
obtaining of that decree, defendant No. 
1 took steps forthwith to execute the 
decree; and in January 1910 execution 
proceedings were commenced, and all 
necessary ■ steps were taken to execute the 
decree which defendant No. 1 had obtained 
ex parte. Notices of attachment of the 
property to be sold pursuant to the decree 
are alleged to have been duly served upon 
the defendants in that suit; and the property 
was duly attached on the 10th of March 
1910; and notices to assess the value of 
the property to be sold were also alleged 
to have been served upon them. In the 
absence of any objection on the part of 
the defendants in that suit the property 
was advertised for sale on the 6th of 
June 1910. The property attached, namely, 


Ma-uzas Mangraon, Sangraon, Ismailpur and 
Sansarpur, was put up for sale and was 
purchased on the 6th of June 1910 by 
the defendant No. 1, the decree-holder 
himself, for the sum of Rs. 15,450, being 
a sum less than the amount actually due 
on foot of the ex parte decree of the 3rd 
of December 1909. As I have pointed 
out, the Pundit’s claim was for the amount 
actually advanced by him, t iz. y Rs. 15,904 
together with interest due to him thereon 
at 12 per cent., making in all Rs. 16,000 
odd. The defendant No. 1. could not, and 
did not, claim to recover the full sura of 

Rs. 40,000 which was contracted or agreed 
to be advanced on foot of the mortgage of the 
24th of March 1909. The amount realized 
by the 3ale was Rs. 15,450. Thus there 
was a deficit of about Rs. 1,418-10 0 between 
the sale price and the amount due under 
the ex parte decree. But in the course of 
the sale, it was discovered that there was 
another incumbrancer on the property sold to 
defendant No. 1 who was not mentioned at 
all at any stage of the proceedings 
by the present plaintiffs; and the 
Pundit had to discharge the debt due 
to that incumbrancer, viz , Rs. 4,000 which 
brought the Pundit’s claim, after crediting 
realization of the sale-proceeds, to 
Rs, 5,498-10-0 as the amount of the deficit 
due on foot of the decree. Matters proceeded 
and on the 27th of August 1910 the 
Court gave the Pundit symbolical possession 
of the property which was sold in pursuance 
of the ex parte decree. Abdul Ghani, however, 
was in possession of the lands of Sangraon 
pending the adjustment of - his claim in 
the redemption suit. 

The next step to notice is that immediately 
after defendant No. 1, as purchaser, had 
acquired possession of the property under 
the Court sale, he took steps as against 
the plaintiffs in these suits for the recovery 
of the amount due by way of deficit, 

amounting to about Rs. 5,498-10-0, seeking 

to make them personally liable for the 
amount of the deficit. Proceedings were 
instituted under section 69 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act by the Pundit against the 
plaintiffs on the basis that the decree 
obtained by him was a valid and binding 
decree; and on the assumption that the 
plaintiffs were aware and had - knowledge 
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of the existence of the e.r parte decree 
which, it must be presumed, had been 
validly obtained. In January 1911 the 
plaintiffs compromised with the Pundit, in 
so far as the Pundit was seeking: an order 
against them under section b9 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act to satisfy the 
undischarged deficit due on foot of the 
px parte decree. 

The next step taken was that on the 2nd of 
Decen.ber 1912 these actions were launched 
by the plaintiffs to set aside the decree 
procured by the Pundit on the -3rd of 
December 1909 exactly 3 years but one 
day after the decree was obtained; and the 
ground on which it is sought to set aside 
the decree is that it was procured by 
fraud, the fraud alleged being suppression 
of notices and filing of false returns. 

The learned Judge who tried the case 
has found as a fact that there was suppres- 
sion of service of notices, and that the 
returns of service filed were false returns; 
and he has found as a fact that there 
was fraud practised in the procuring of 
the decree. In the face of this finding of 
fraud, it is quite impossible to understand 
how the learned Subordinate Judge made 
the order he did, requiring the plaintiffs 
to pay to defendant No. 1 the amount 

the Subordinate Judge ascertained to bo 
properly due to defendant No. 1 as a con- 
dition to setting aside the ex parte decree 
which the Judge found as a fact had been 
procured by fraud. 

No doubt it is always dillicult for a 
Court of Appeal to differ from any Judge 
who hears and sees the witnesses who 

have been examined, and who has the 

best opportunity of measuring the degree 
of credit to be attached to their testimony: 
but in this case I feel that there are ample 
and sufficient reasons why we should 
depart from this general principle and 

reverse the finding of the learned Sub- 
ordinate Judge on the question c f fraud; 
and I have little hesitation in doing so. 

Let us examine, step by step, the allega- 
tions of fraud relied upon. The first is 
that the plaint was never served; and that 
the return of service that was made by 
the peon was a false and incorrect return. 
Mr. Mullick on behalf of the respondents 


now alleges that the plaintiff in the former 
suit, in conjunction with the identifier, 
conspired to procure this false return to 
be filed. Let us see what is the evidence 
relied upon to support this startling charge. 
The main ground put forward in support 
of the charge is that the identifier, 
Hariraraji, was not called as a witness 
although present in Court. At first blush 
I was inclined to attach great weight, in 
support cf the charge of fraud, to the 
fact that the identifier, who was supposed 
to have identified the persons who were 
served, although present in Court, was not 
called to prove the identification of the 
persons on whom the summons was served. 
But I think that although it was a grave 
error on the part of the legal advisers of 
the Pundit not to have called the identifier, 
there are sufficient reasons to explain why 
he was not called; or at least to destroy 
the impression that on account of the 
identifier not being called one would be 
entitled to infer, or justified in inferring, 
under the circumstances that the whole 
proceeding connected with the service of 
the summons was fraudulent or dishonest. 

The second ground relied on in support 
of the contention that the summons was 
not served is that the two witnesses, 
alleged to have been present when 
the summons was served as stated in 
column 3 of the return made by the 
peon, were called and denied the allegation 
contained in the peon’s return that they 
were present when the summons was 
served. These two persons, Dulip Dnsadh 
Chowkidar and Ramgobind Chamar, are 
inhabitants of Mangraon and intimately 
connected with the plaintiffs, and it is only 
natural that they should endeavour to serve 
the interests of the plaintiffs rather than 
assist the defendant who was an utter 
stranger in support of his case. The 
evidence of Dulip Dusadh witness No. 3 
for the plaintiffs and Ramgobind witness 
No. 9 for the same party does not appear to 
me on its face to be honest, or sincere; on the 
contrary it. is stamped with falsity and ex- 
aggeration in addition to being contradict ;>ry 
and unreliable. 


But a short answer 
seems to bo that, the 
have not come for vani 


to these two punts 
plaintiffs the msel v es 
to depose that they 
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were not served with the plaint. None of 
the plaintiffs, except two, came forward to 
swear that they were not served with 
summons; while on the other hand there is 
documentary evidence to show that they were 
served; and the evidence which shows that 
they were served has not been rebutted or 
impeached. 

The next point that is alleged in proof of 
non service of summons is that one Basudeo 
Pande, who was present when one of the 
plaintiffs Ramnares Rai was served with 
the summons and who in writing acknow- 
ledged receipt of the summons on behalf of 
this plaintiff, was not called. I do not 
know why be was not called. If the plaint- 
iffs were anxious to establish that he was 
not there they could and should have called 

him, but they did not do so. 

The fourth and last ground on which 
it is sought to prove that the summons 
was not served is the discrepancy in the 
details given in the peon’s return as 
compared with those set forth in the 
identifier’saffidavit: — namely, the peonreported 
that he served the summons by affixing 
it to the walls of two houses one facing 
North and the other faoing West; whereas 
the identifier in his affidavit says that the 
notices were fixed to one house only and 
that facing East. I think that the discre- 
pancy in the identifier’s affidavit with the 
peon’s report may be excused in this case 
by the fact, which is not denied, that the 
identifier knew very little of this Province; 
that he comes from the United Provinces, 
and that he was not primarily concerned 
with the surroundings or situation of the 
property to which the summons had been 
affixed but with the identification of the 
persons to be served with the summons. 

Now these are the grounds and reasons 
upon which we are asked to hold that 
there was fraudulent suppression of servioe 
of the summons in the former suit on the 
plaintiffs in the present suits, and the 
filing of false returns. The peon was called 
by the Pundit’s legal advisers and he 
proved the service as stated in his return; 
but the plaintiffs have deliberately held 
themselves back, and have refrained from 
giving any evidence to prove that they were 
not served with the summons as alleged 
by the peon. One of the plaintiffs, namely 


original defendant No. 10, was called but lie 
says nothing about it. Another, original 
defendant No. 15, was also called but not 
one word was asked of him as to whether he 
was served with summons or the plaint or 
not. He was only asked his age, viz., whe- 
ther he was a minor or whether he was 
a major. But what does appear to me to 
be of great importance in this aspect of the 
case is the evidence of Ramsaran Lai the 
Pleader, witness No. 12, who was examined 
for the defence. It is not suggested that he 
was in conspiracy with defendant No. 1. 
or with his identifier or with the peon. His 
evidence has not been impeached or challenged 
in any one respect. He is a respectable 
gentleman practising as a Pleader in the 
Court at Arrah, and there is no reason to 
doubt that the evidence given by him is 
genuine and reliable; and once we accept and 
believe his evidence, as we do, the plaintiffs’ 
case is established to be transparently false — 
false from start to finish. The learned Judge 
who tried the case finds that this witness, Ram- 
saran Lai, is a truthful and reliable witness; 
and what does the witness say? At page 154 
of the paper- book this witness says: “l had 
nothing to do with the service of processes 
in the locality. I have personal knowledge 
of the service of processes. After the 
service of summons Deoki and Brij Mohan 
cime to me, and said that they were re- 
spectable men and the suit would ruin them, 
and that hearing of that suit other creditors 
might bring suits.” Is that not an admis- 
sion by at least two members of the plaint- 
iffs’ family that they had been served with 
the summons; and that they beggedofthis 
Pleader to save their respectability and 
honour because they were apprehensive that 
this suit might induce other creditors to 
bring other suits against them? This witness, 
as I have said, is a truthful witness; and 
on this point touching service of summons, 
irrespective of other matters, we accept his 
evidence as trustworthy. Therefore, we hold 
that the summons and the plaint were duly 
served; and that the discrepancy between 
the peon’s report and the identifier’s affidavit 
does not outweigh or discredit the evi- 
dence and value of this Pleader’s testimony; 
more especially as none of the plaintiffs 
have come forward to prove that they were 
not served, which was the foundation of 


INDIAN OASES. 


w 


11917 


MOHAN KRISHNA LAR V. HAR FRASAD. 


their case, and their right to the relief they 
seek. Therefore, we hold the present plaint- 
iffs were duly and properly served with 
the summons in the former suit instituted 
by the defendant No. 1 and their case must 
fail on that ground. 

Secondly, it is alleged in support of the 
plaintiffs’ case that the notice nominating 
guardians of the miners was not duly served. 
However, one is inclined to view thisground 
of alleged fraud with suspicion, when the 
main case put forward as to non-service of 
the summons or plaint has failed and utterly 
broken down. 


The ground put forward in support of this 
contention is that the identifier who identi- 
fied the persons to be served was not called. 
However, the peon’s report satisfies us that 
the notice nominating the guardians of the 
minors was duly served. 


The third process, the service of which i 
alleged to have been suppressed, is the notic 
to assess the valuation of the property to b 
sold. Here again the main allegation relie. 
on is the fact that Hariramji, the identifiei 
was not called to prove identification of th 
persons served with the notice. Again, th 
three witnesses who were alleged to imv 
been present at the time of service of notic 
have been called by the plaintiffs; and the; 
say that they were not present when th' 
service of notice was alleged to have bee. 
effected. Ihese three persons are resident 
of Mangraon and probably tenants of o 
connected in some way or other with ’ t 
plaintiffs: and there are very good reasons 
suggest why they should be friendly di 

poeed towards the plaintiffs as against tl 

defendant who is a stranger to this Provine 
However, the evidence of these witnesses, wl 
are the same persons as were called to proi 
non-service of the summons or plaint is 
my opinion utterly lacking in conviction , 

able” 1 " f ! < I 9 '" eV ' denCe is true or 
able. Jf the fact was, as alleged, that the, 

was a conspiracy between defendant No 
and h,s servants to effect false service ' , 
all processes in the suit, surely ti e corspirato! 
would not have named persons as P bein 
present at the time of service wlen the 
were not there at all A ® ™ 

designed would be a clumsy proccedfngeasn 
oapable of being detected. * 


Much capital is made of the fact that one 
person is wrongly named as being present 
at time of service in the peon’s report. 
There is a man with a slightly different 
name somewhat like the name given in the 
report, known as Bedaisi Bhar: and he is 
called. He deposes that there is no man by 
the name of Bindeswari Bhar (the name 
given in the return) in the ullage; and that 
if the person named in the return lias re- 
ference to himself, he was not present when 
the notice was served. 

Much capital is also made out of the use 
by the peon of the words, zemindari ha - 
chahri ; because the witness No, 13 for the 
defence who followed the peon deposes that 
in this particular village of Mangraon there 
is no zemindari kachahri at all. We are 
asked to infer from these facts that the 
peon is lying when he makes the state- 
ment that he wrote his report in the 
zemindari hachahri after serving the notice. 
But assuming that this statement was 
erroneous, the question is, did the peon 
make this statement fraudulently and in 
the interest of defendant No. 1 who was 
the plaintiff in that suit; and did the 
plaintiff know that he (the peon) was 
fraudulently acting in making a wrong 
entry as to the place where he filled in 
the report and the persons upon whom he 
served the notice. The peon’s report may 
have been irregular, but did the defendant 
No. 1 know and induce t lie peon to file 
a false report and return ns to service? 
Tbe onus of proving this lay heavily upon 

the plaintiffs in these suits, which onus they 

have completely failed to discharge. 


nt-Ai ground urged in support of 
raud is that the manner in which the 
notices attaching the property to bo sold 
Nveio served was altogether wrong, rw., that 
iere were live properties to be attached 
nit only four notices are alleged to have 
been served and that, therefore, the attach- 
wen ami sale held pursuant thereto are 
legal and not according to law. However, 
1,S U| tf n,n ent is miscoi ceived, as there 

ryr. and not five properties 
>ei : inasmuch as Pankipur forms part 

O Ma ,, g , , lon . It J, 9tnted thnt noticM <|f 

attachment were served by affixing same 

T n" T ° f th * . V.-Hagea 
s ,na > have been an irregular 
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method of service; but was it fraudulent? 

I have little doubt that all the plaintiffs 
well knew, as their subsequent conduct 
shows, that the notices of attachment had 
been affixed to the penpal tree. If, however, 
these notices had been irregularly served, 
the illegality affecting the question of 
service could have been dealt with under 
the provisions of Order XXI, rule 90, of the 
Code of Civil Procedure and the sale set 
aside. But the plaintiffs refrained from 
taking any steps under that order to 
impeach the sale on the ground of 
irregulatity; but they seek now to rely on 
the alleged irregularity to support a sub- 
stantive charge of fraud. 

It is urged that the service of all notices 
was suppressed and that false returns were 
filed. This is the main ground upon which 
the plaintiffs seek to set aside the ex parte 
decree of the 3rd of December 1909 on 
the ground of fraud. 

Let us look at the evidence adduced on 
behalf of the defendant to rebut the 
allegation of fraud put forward by the 
plaintiffs. I have dealt with the evidence 
of the Pleader. I think that it conclusively 
established that the summons or plaint was 
served. But apart from that evidence there 
are other circumstances in this case which 
support that view. 

The defendant’s claim was a claim for 
money, undoubtedly advanced by him to the 
plaintiffs or for their benefit. No doubt 
clause 6 of the mortgage-bond might be 
considered to suggest that the defendant 
No. 1 was not justified in bringing the 
suit at the time he did; that he should 
have postponed bringing his action even 
though he did not get possession cf the 
mortgaged property until June 1910; and 
that he had no cause of action at the 
time, and that, therefore, the suit was not 
maintainable. We have considered th t 
aspect of the case, and we think that the 
plaintiffs are not entitled to raise this point 
now, although it might have been quite a 
good ground of defence to urge at the 
trial; and the Trial Judge would then have 
been bound to consider it, 1 think the 
law on this point is very clearly laid 
down by their Lordships of the Privy 
Council in a case reported as Ledgard v, 


Bull (1). Their Lordships say: “But there 
are numerous authorities which establish 
that when, in a cause which the Judge 
is competent to try, the parties without 
objection join issue and go to trial upon 
the merits, the defendant cannot subsequently 
dispute his jurisdiction upon the grounds 
that there were irregularities in the initial 
procedure which, if objected to at the 
time, would have led to the dismissal of the 
suit.” Thus if the plaintiffs in the 
present suits, who as we have held were 
duly served wi h the summons or plaint, 
had raised the point that the claim of the 
plaintiff in the former suit was not ripe, it 
might have been incumbent upon the learned 
Judge who tried the suit to reject the plaint 
in that action; but having held back and 
having abstained from taking part in 
the proceedings and allowed issues to be 
framed, the trial lo proceed and judgment 
to be obtained against them, and the debt 
having in consequence merged into the decree, 
it is not competent for the plaintiffs now 
to say that the Judge had no jurisdiction 
to try the suit. But- irrespective of this 
contention there are other reasons for hold- 
ing that the amount due was properly re- 
coverable at the time that the suit was 
brought. Defendant No. l’s claim in the 
former suit is an honest claim for money 
paid by him for the benefit and on be- 
half of the plaintiffs. Moreover the plaint- 
iff in the former suit, i. e. % the Pundit, on 
the 16th of September 1909, demanded the 
fulfilment of the defendants’ 'i. e ., the pre- 
sent plaintiffs’) part of the contract, by 
giving him (the Pundit) clear possession of the 
mortgaged property; and in default the Pundit 
held out the threat that he would be compelled 
to institute legal proceedings against them. 
Admittedly this notice of the 16th of Septem- 
ber 1909 was served, this is not denied. The 
plaintiffs must have been aware that pro- 
ceedings had been taken against them by 
the defendant No. 1 pursuant to the notice 
of the 16th September 1910; and that there 
had been symbolical possession given of the 
property purchased under the Court ; be- 
cause from August 1910 onwards these 
plaintiffs never paid one pice in discharge 

(1)9 A. 191; 13 I. A. 134; 4 Sar. P. C. J. 741; 5 
Ind. Dec. (N. s.) n61 (P. C.). 
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<>f (Government demands by way of revenue 
or cesses, etc., although admittledly these 
charges fell due quarter by quarter for two 
years and three months after the 6th June 
1910 when the sale was effected and the 
2nd of December 1912 when this suit was 
instituted. During these two years and 
three months these plaintiffs must have 
known very well that the 3 ' were not pay- 
ing anything towards Government demands 
in respect of this propert}'. Who did they 
think was paying the Government 
revenue during this period h One is 
irresistibly led to the conclusion that the 
plaintiffs must have known that it was the 
defendant No. 1 who was discharging these 
claims as auction-purchaser cf the property. 
Furthermore defendant No 1, immediately 
after getting possession on the 27th of 
August 19! 0, proceeded by way of execution 
against the plaintiffs personally to take 
steps to realize the balance due on foot of 
the decree, which amounted to Rs. 5,498-10 0, 
and the plaintiffs compromised with him on 
the basis that he was making a valid claim 
on foot of the decree he was seeking to execute. 
The defendant in this action relies 
strongly upon the compromise effected in the 
proceedings under section 69 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act for the purpose of showing that 
he was recognised by these plaintiffs as having 
a valid title under the decree; and he asks us 
to come to the conclusion or diaw the 
inference that the plaintiffs’ laches in seeking 
redress negatives the idea that these plaintiffs 
are now bona fide claiming relief against a 
wrong fraudulently done to them by defendant 
No. 1. For three years all but one day they 
took no step whatsoever to challenge or 
impeach the decree of the .‘3rd December 1909 
For two years and three months from the 
time that defendant No. 1, as purchaser, 
took possession of the plaintiffs’ property 
they took no steps to pay the Government 

revenue, or to enquire who was discharging 

the obligations primarily imposed on them. 

I he law likes a man who has been wronged to 

seek redress at the earliest possible moment 

and lay bare hia claim openly and panel idly and 
not, as in this case, to allow time to lapse and 

then come forward and seek to set aside a 
decree on the ground of fraud. If such a 
person hangs back, and refrains from taking 
action, with knowledge of the wrong alleged 

to h... I«n tone 


complain that the bona tides of his claim 
should be viewed with suspicion. The 
fraud alleged in this case mainly is the 
suppression of the service of notices; and yet 
not one of the plaintiffs have come to the box 
to give any evidence in respect of the non- 
service of the summons or notices, or to offer 
any evidence concerning any matter connected 
therewith. It is perfectly certain having 
regard to the frame of the suit that the 
plaintiffs were not bound to apply for 
redress under Order IX, rule 13, of the 
Code of Civil Procedure. If their case had 
been confined merely to non service of the 
summons, then they would be bound to 
apply under Order IX, rule 13; and no 
action would have been maintainable 
independent of the summary remedy provided 
by the rules of the Code. But that is 
not their case. It is a case in which 
fraud is alleged in the procuring of the 
decree; and it has been held in the cases 
to which I shall refer that- where fraud 
is alleged in the procuring of a decree the 
parties may institute a suit for fraud 
independent of the provisions of Order IX, 
rule 13. The cases reported as Pran Nath 
Roll v. MtdiOdh Chandra Moitra (*2), Ram 
Narani 'IV wart v. Shtie Bhunjan Roy (3) 
and Nanda Kumar Ifowhtdar v. Ram Jibau 
Howladar (4) all establish this. But the 
learned Chief Justice Sir Lawrence Jenkins 
says that “The jurisdiction to impugn a 
previous decree for fraud is beyond ques- 
tion — But it is a jurisdiction to be exercised 
with care and reserve,” otherwise there 
would be no finality in legal proceedings 
and judgments of the Court would be 
rendered vague and uncertain and the 
administration of the law might readily 
be converted from an instrument of justice 
into an instrument of grave oppression; as 
I think the plaint ill’s in this case are 
trying to make it. The plaintiffs have 
alleged fraud; 1 think that they must be 
required to give proof that there was 
actual and positive fraud on the part of 

the plaintiff in the former suit, namely, * a 

meditated and intentional contrivance to 
keep the parties and the Court in ignorance 

(2) 24 O. 516. 12 l ml. Dec. { N. s.) 1082. 

(>D 27 O. 197; 14 1ml. Dee. ( N. s.) 190. 

(*) 29 Iml.^Cas. 997; 4t (\ 990; 18 C. W. N. 681; 
19 C. L. %I. 
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of the real facts of the case, and obtaining 
a decree by that contrivance,” Patch v. 
Ward (5) lays down the standard of 
fraud necessary to be established in such 
cases. And the nature of proof that is 
required to be given is stated in the 
decision reported as Kunwar Bahadur v. 
Bindraban (6). We have considered the 
argument addressed to us on behalf of 
the plaintiffs very fully and with the 
greatest care and we come to the conclusion 
that on the established fact the plaintiffs 
are not entitled to succeed. 

Other questions have been raised in this 
case, but the main question addressed 
to us was the question of fraud with which 
we have dealt so fully. We think it is 
necessary to deal briefly with the other 
points. It is necessary to consider the argu- 
ment addressed to us on behalf of the 
minors. It is contended by Mr. Mullick on 
behalf of the minor plaintiffs in Appeal No. 

4 2 of 1914 that the decree obtained on the 
3rd of December 1 909 is not valid or bind- 
ing on them because the minor plaintiffs 
were named as defendants in the former 
suit, inasmuch as they were not proper- 
ly represented in the course of the pro- 
ceedings, and consequently that they were not 
parties to the action; and that, therefore, the 
decree was not a binding decree at least to the 
extent of their interest in the property in 
suit; and that the suit should have been dis- 
missed as against them. Much argument 
has been addressed to us by learned 
Counsel on the question of the propriety and 
legality of joining the minors as defend- 
ants in the former proceedings. It was 
contended by Mr. Mullick that the nomi- 
nated guardians of the minors had not been 
properly appointed under the provisions of 
the rules and orders of the Code of Civil 
Procedure. It appears that on the 11th 
October 1909, after the summons and the 
plaint had been served defendant No. 1, 
who was the plaintiff in that suit, nomi- 
nated, as he was entitled to do, certain 
persons as guardians of the minors and he 
caused notices to be served on these persons 
of their nomination requiring them to act 
as the guardians of the minors and stating 

(5) (1868) 3 Ch App. 203; 18 L. T. 134; 16 W. B. 
441. ' - ’ 

.6) -6 Ind- 'as. 737; 37 A 195; 13 A. L. J. 196. 


that in default the Court would appoint 
some other fit and proper person to repre- 
sent the minors. The persons upon whom 
the notices had been served, namely, Har 
Prasad Rai and Kali Charan Rai, defendants 
in the suit, were requested to express their 
willingness to act as guardians by the 24th 
November 1909 and to state if they accepted 

the responsibility of action as guardiansof the 
persons named, namely, defendants Nos. 4, 
5 and 10. The nominated guardians filed 
no answer to the notice served on them; 
and on the 3rd of December when the 
case came on for fiual disposal the defendant 
No. 1 applied to the Judge U appoint Har 
Prasad Rai and Kali Charan as the guardians 
of the three minors named; and the learned 
Judge, without receiving the assent of these 
persons, upon whom the notices had been 
served, added them as defendants and guard- 
ians of the minors in the suit. We think 
that the procedure adop ed by the learned 
Judge in so adding these rersons as guardians 
without their assent was without jurisdiction. 
Order XXXII, rule 4, sub rule 3, provides 
that “No person shall without his consent 
be appointed guardian for the suit,” It is 
now clear that no person can be appointed 
as guardian on behalf of a minor without 
his consent This Order is mandatory and 
imperative in its nature; and it is quite clear 
that it would amount to nothing shoit of 
want of jurisdiction in the Court to appoint 
such a person without his consent. We adopt 
the law which we think was accurately laid 
down in the cases reported as Dinabandhu 
Nandi v. MasJmda Khatun (7) and 
Talukraj N.o c .r v. Choolachooa Kupr (8). 
The Orders of the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure which apply to th s case are Order 
XXXII, rule 3, sub rub 4; and rule 4, sub- 
rule 3. Mr. Dass who appears on behalf of 
the defendant relies strongly upon the de- 
cision of the Privy Council reported as Walian 
v. Banke Behari Per shad Singh (9). But 1 
d-i not think that their Lordships of the 
Privy Council in that case went or in- 
tended to go so far as Mr. Dass endeav- 
oured to argue before us; but it appears 


(7) 17 fnd. Cas. 263; 16 C. L. J. 318. 

(8) 20 Ind. Cas. 578. 

(9; 30 C. 1021; 3') I. A. 182; 7 C. YV. N 77 b 5 Bom 
h H. 82*2; 8 Sar. P. O. J. 512 (P. C .), 
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to us that the facts of the present case are 
different from ‘he facts of theca.-e reported as 
T Vahan v. Bankc Behari Pershad Singh 
(9) and having regard (o the particular 
facts of the case before us and to the recent 
changes in the law as to the appointment 
of guardians of minors enacted by the Legis- 
lature since the decision of the Privy Council 
in the case repor ed as Walian v. Banhc. 
Behari Pershad Singh (9), we hold that tie 
minor defendants in the former suit were not 
“effectively represented” and that consequent- 
ly they were not parties to the suit. 


However, at the last moment in reply 
Mr. Dass for the appellant for the first 
time suggested that it was a matter of in- 
difference whether the minors were made 
parties or not as defendants in the 
former suit; and that even if we held 
that the minors were not parties to the 
suit he is entitled nevertheless to maintain 
the decree in toto not only as against the adult 
plaintiffs, but also against the interests of the 
minor in the property in suit even though they 
were not joined as parties; because, he says, 
the defendant No. 1 admittedly advanced 
his money in discharge and satisfaction 
of a debt due by the plaintiffs for a family 
purpose and necessity, and that consequently 
all the members of the joint family, adults 
and minors, would be bound by any decree 
obtained against the family for the recovery 
of such a debt. This view of the law 
18 disputed on behalf of the plaintiffs; 
and the law seems now to be fairly settled 
that in a joint Hmdu family governed by the 
M.takshara Law, if a debt is contracted on 
behalf of the family by the “ kar/n ” or roanag- 
ing member or members and it is proved that 

ioirY d M bt c ° ntrac,ed for benefit of the 
LinstTuch ^ any judgment obtained 

*" 1 “»'»»•< a. Sr.zs 

1» fon„d in Ihs repo ,^ P “ , ‘ , “ “ re •“ 

»■ n«Z a 7o 
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Sheo Shankar Ram v. Jaddo Kunvcar (11), Hori 
Lai v. Nimman Kunivar (12) and Kishen 
Par shad v. ffar N a rain Singh (13). To 
the same effect is the law stated by the Chief 
.Justice cf this Court in Ranjit Prasad 
Tcivari v. Ramjatan Pandey (14). There are 
numerous authorities all tending to show 
that a decree obtained against the manag- 
ing member of the joint Hindu family in 
respect of a debt incurred for tlm benefit of 
the joint family is binding on all tho mem- 
bers of the family, whether adult or minors. 
Mr. Mullick argues that in this case the 
debt was not a debt contracted for a family 
necessity. But we are of opinion that the 
debt was incurred for a family necesssity, 
as we have already pointed out in the 
earlier portion of our judgment; and that the 
decree obtained for the recovery of the 
same v as binding on all the members of 
the joint family, both adult and minors. Mr. 
Mullick, however, further contends that the 
judgment and decree in this case is a 
personal judgment and decree against the 
persons named as defendants to the suit; 
and that inasmuch as the minors were not 
effectively represented and were not in con- 
sequence parties to the suit that, therefore, 
their interests were not affected. Well 1 
think that this argument is also unsustain- 
able having regard to the recent decisions 
reported as Snpal Singh v. Prodyot Kumar 

(15), which followed Mahahir Pershad v. 
Moheswar Nath Sahai (16). 

Mr. Mullick also argues that only the 
right, title and interest of the adult members 
of the joint family was sold in pursuance 


10 M I T 17 V , '/V* ?? *V 18 w - * 9 t>Sj 

41 V. V ) 11 1,5 Hmu - L R - S1(1 i 

A. ( L 2 J. , S,a , Cft8 - ,2 ' 5: :U A P- «», 9 

s A 3 ] l \ '"-l. n"r, 73i \ 83 A 15 C. W. N. 321; 

L V 378 nli,,.- 13 L - J- 345; 21 M. 

33 i! A. is (,* c"). : ‘ {lm) 2 M W ' N - »»• 

(IM il i"'!' p‘ s ,Si3: ' l> - W. 197. 
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of the decree and not the right, title and 
interest of the minors in the property in 
suit and that the decree was a mere money- 
decree against the properly represented 
defendants and not a decree against the 
joint family property or a decree in which 
the joint family property was liable for the 
discharge of the family debt. Looking to 
the plaint, and that is the best test, one 
sees that what the plaintiff in the former 
suit claimed was a decree as against all the 
members of the family and in respect of 
the entire joint property and what the judg- 
ment of the 3rd December in effect did 
grant was the relief claimed by the plaint- 
iff in that suit. 

As to the question of inadequacy of price 
for which the property was sold to the 
defendant No. 1 on the 6th of June 1910, 
no argument has been urged or pressed 
before us beyond the mere suggestion that the 
property was worth two and-a-half to three 
• lakhs of rupees and that thus by inference 
the sum of Rs. 15,405 was an inadequate price 
for a property of such considerable value. 
However, any real evidence as to inadequacy 
of price is conspicuous by its absence; 
and we see no reason whatever for 
holding on the evidence that the property 
in suit sold on the 6th June 1910 was 
sold and purchased by the defendant No. 1 
for an inadequate price. 

With regard to the question as to whether 
the minor plaintiffs Nos. 1 and 3 were 
■ estopped by their conduct from disputing the 
validity of the decree obtained on the 3rd of 
December 1909 it is unnecessary to decide 
having regard to our decision on the other 
issues in the case. I have no hesitation in 
saying, therefore, that the decree obtained on 
the 3rd of December 1909 was legally bind- 
ing on the plaintiffs as a joint Hindu 
family and that what passed to the present 
defendant No. 1 as purchaser at the sale 
in execution of the decree was the entire 
joint family interest and estate in the four 
properties which I have mentioned, two of 
which have since been sold, viz., Ismailpur 
and Sansarpur, for arrears of Government 
revenue and were of little value. 

We have heard this case at great length 
and have received considerable assistance 
from the Counsel for the appellant and the 
learned Vakil for the respondents. 
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We have carefully considered the argu- 
ments addressed to us on both sides ar.d 
have come to the conclusion that the judg- 
ment of the learned Subordinate Judge dated 
the 29th of May 1914 decreeing the suit 
of the respondents in these appeals cannot 
stand. We accordingly set it aside and 
allow this appeal with costs in both 
Courts. 

Appeal allowed. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 3682 

of 1914. 

March 27, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chapman, 

Mr. Justice Mullick and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

Mahant KRISHNA DAYAL GIR — Plaintiff 

— Appellant 
versus 

S yed ABDUL GAFFUR and another — 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act (XL of 1859J, 
ss. 6, 33 — Sale notification, defective , construction of — 
Revenue sale, annulment of— Limitation — “Ijmal,” 
meaning of —Collector, duty of — Sale-certificate, value of 
— Evidence Act (I of 1872 ), ss. 94-, 95, 96, 97 — Limita- 
tion Act (LX of 1908), Sch. I, Art. 142. 

Per Curiam ( Chapman , J., dissenting).— Where a 
notification under section 6 of the Bengal Land 
Revenue Sales Act is not sufficient in itself to tell 
intending purchasers what they are invited to bid for, 
it renders the sale void. [p. 26, col. 2; p. 34, col. 1.] 

Ravaneshwar Prasad Singli v. Baijnath Ram Goenka, 

28 Ind. Cas 699; 42 C. 897 at p. 908; 2 L. W. 355: 
19 C. W. N.481; 17 M. L. J. 321; 21 C. L. J. 412; 13 
A. L. J. 501; 28 M. L. J. 583; 17 Bom L. R. 442; 
(1915) M. W. N. 559; 42 I. A 79 (P. C.), followed. 

Case-law discussed. 

Whenever a residuary share is advertised for sale 
under section 6 of the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act 
the mouzas comprising that share must be correctly 
described by the Collector, [p. 26, col. 2.] 

Per Chapman, J . — Where a bona fide attempt has 
been made to describe the share or shares to be 
sold in the notification under section 6 of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Sales Act, the sale is not void but the 
mistakes should be treated as irregularities which 
may form the basis of a suit within the limitations of 
section 33 of the Act. [p. 20, col. 2.] 

Section 33 of the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act 
provides that no sale shall be annulled by a Court 
except on the ground of its having been made con- 
trary to the provisions of the Act, and that no salt) 
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•Mail be annulled upon such a "round unless the 
ground relied upon has been declared and specified 
in an appeal made to the Commissioner under section 
2o of the Act. [». lo, col. l.J 

Hie word " ijmnl " is accepted in Bihar as the 
vernacular equivalent of the residuary share con- 
templated by the Revenue Sales Act. The word is 
never used as meaninir the residue of a separate 
account, [p. 16, cols. 1 A 2.] 

Per Mull irk, J . — The word “ ijmnl " means nothing 
more < han “joint." It is an adjective and not the 
name of any particular thing or part of the estate. 

It is a relative term and has not even the lixitv 

• 

attached to the word residuary. p. 24, col. 2.J 

Where a sale notification contains defects, the 
Collector has no jurisdiction to amend anything in 
the original notification under section 6of the Bengal 
band Revenue Sales Act. [p. 28, col. l.J 

A sale-certificate is not a certificate of title in 
the ease of a purchaser under a sale under Act XI 
o| 1859 and the statements contained therein are 
not conclusive to show what was offered to and pur- 
chased by the auction-purchaser. p 28, col. l.J 
Under the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act the 
Collector is not required to specify the man '.ns when 
selling an entire estate or a separate account, bin 
he is required so to do when selling the rcsiduarv 
share. j_ p. 2d, col. 1.] 

( I he Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act is a complete 
Code in itself and is quite independent of the general 
law of limitation, [p. 30, col. l.J 

, J lieieforv, when a sale is not one under the pro. 
visions of the Revenue Sales Act, a suit to set aside 
the sale is not affected by the provisions which require 
an appeal to the Commissioner but falls under Article 
142 of the Limitation Act. [p 30, col. 2.J 

Appeal from the decision of the District 
Jddge, Gaya. 

Messrs, P. C. Manuk , Ahtl Chandra Dull 
Kail ash Pali , S. N. Pali I and Gobardhan 
Mitra , for the Appellant. 

Messrs ■ p >gh, ,Ja„aswal and Mahomed 
Mustafa Khan , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Chapman, J. - A revenue paying estate, 
beaung Taim No. 4001, was held by co- 
sharers. Some had opened seprate accounts 
under the Revenue Sales Act entitling 

em to pay their shares of the Government 

revenue separately. The residuary share 
which remained after the opening of these 
separate accounts was putup for saleonaccount 
arrears 1 he highest offer made at the 
auction did not equal the amount of the arrear 
due. Thereupon, the Collector stopped the 

be out un fo 'I th:i ! ^ 6,ltire e9tlUe would 
sharers o, one or more of them wore 


willing to purchase the share in arrear by 
paying to Government the whole arrear due. 
On the 15th June 1911, Nathuni Narayan 
Singh, one of the co-sharers, purchased the 
residuary share by paying the amount of 
revenue in arrear. Mahanth Krishna Dayal. 
Gir, claiming to hold eight-annas shares in 
two villages included in the residuary share, 
appealed to the Commissioner against the sale. 
His appeal was rejected on the ground of 
limitation. On the 23rd of May 1912 
Mahanth Krishna Dayal Gir tiled the suit out 
of which the present appeal arises. He prayed 
that the sale should be set aside upon the 
ground that no notice under sections 6 and 7 
of the Revenue Sales Act and no writ of 
delivery of possession were duly and 
legally served; and that there was no 
arrear of revenue due from him. He fur- 
ther asked the Court to hold that the 
sale to Nathuni Narayan and the sale-deed 
under which one Syed Abdul Gaffur had 
purchased the share from Nathuni Narayan 
had not convoyed the eight-annas share held 
by the Mahanth in the two villages above 
referred to. The plaintiff Mahanth’s case, so 
far as the latter portion of his prayer is con- 
cerned, is based upon the ground that his 
shares in these two villages, Khaira Khurd 
and Sao Khurd, were omitted from the list of 
mamas mentioned in the sale-certificate. 

I he Subordinate Judge held that the 
plaintiff had failed to prove that there 
were no arrears of revenue due; and had 
also failed to prove that the requisite notices 
had not been served, lie, therefore, held that 
upon the case made in the plaint the sale 
could not he set aside. 

Upon the question as to what passed by 
the sale, raised in the second portion of the 
plaintiff’s case above referred to. he held that 
the entire residual y share passed, although 
the bet of shares of mamas comprised in 
tho share was not complete. He also held 
that as there had been no appeal to the 
Commissioner within sixty days of the sale, 
the suit was barred under section 33 of the 
Revenue Sales Act. 

The District Judge dismissed the appeal to 

nm, upon the sole ground that the suit was 

Mim by section b 3 of the Revenue Sales Act 
above referred to. 

ihe plaintiff has r.ow appealed to this 
Luurt * lie does not contend before us that 
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he can succeed upon tbe ground either that no 
arrear of revenue was due or that the 
requisite notices were not served. We are, 
therefore, no longar concerned with either of 
these two points. 

The first contention in appeal is that 
the sale should have been set aside upon 
the ground that the description of the 
property in the notification under section 6 
was either insufficient or incorrect. This 
was not the case in the plaint but apart from 
that, I am of opinion that the contention 
must fail. Section 33 of the Act says that no 
sale shall be annulled by the Court except 
upon the ground of its having been 
made contrary to the provisions of this 
Act; and that no sale shall be annulled 
upon such a ground unless the ground 
relied upon shall have been declared and 
specified in an appeal made to the Commis- 
sioner under section 25 of the Act. Section 
25 of the Act has now been replaced by section 
2 of Act VII of 1868; that section requires 
that the appeal to the Commissioner shall be 
presented within sixty days of the sale. It is 
admitted in the present case that the appeal 

to the Commissioner was presented long after 
the sixty days had expired. It is clear, there- 
fore, that there has been no appeal to the 
Commissioner under the section and that, 
therefore, a suit to set aside the sale on the 
ground of misdescription would be barred. 

We have^ been asked to call in the aid 
of section 5 of the Indian Limitation Act, 
which permits a Court to entertain an appeal 
after time for sufficient cause. If in the 
present instance the Commissioner had 
applied section 5 and had entertained the 
appeal upon the statement of the appellant that 
he came to know of the sale for the first time 
within sixty days of his appeal, then possibly 
it might have been open to U 3 to say that the 
appeal was an appeal under section 2 of Act 
V 11 of 1868. In the absence of any order by 
the Commissioner to that effect, I am unable 
to say that the appeal made to the Com- 
missioner was an appeal under section 2 of 
Act VII of 1868. I am, therefore, clearly of 
opinion that we cannot in this case go into 
the question whether the sale should be set 
aside upon the ground of any irregularity in 
the notifications or in the description of the 
property which was put up for sale. 


It is significant to note that the plaint 
makes no mention of any defect in the 
notification under section 6. Nor is it 
alleged that the failure of the bidding re- 
suited from any imperfection in the 
description of the property in the sale noti- 
fication. It was necessary for the plaintiff, 
if he wished to succeed on this ground, to 
specifically state the case, first , in his appeal 
to the Commissioner and, secondly , in his 
plaint in this suit. But he did neither. 

So far as the failure of the bidding is 
concerned, the allegation in the written 
statement to the effect that there was a 
mortgage decree due to the plaintiff himself 
for more than one and-a-half lakh 
of rupees against this residuary share is 
significant. It suggests that it was impos- 
sible for the plaintiff to say that the failure 
of the bidding was the result of misdescrip- 
tion, for the failure would be attributable 
to the existence of this mortgage decree. 
The suggestion is that the omission to make 
the case of inadequate bidding in the plaint 
was intentional. 

1 am clearly of opinion that both hav- 
ing regard to the provisions of section 33 and 
having regard to the nature of the case 
made in the plaint, it is not now open 
to us to set aside the sale upon the ground 
of any imperfection in the description of 
the property given in the sale notification. 

Nor would it be possible to declare the 
sale a nullity on the ground of defect 
in the notification under section 6. The 
plaint makes no mention of any defect in 
the notification, and if it did it would 

not afford ground for declaring the sale a 
nullity. 

The plaintiff can then only succeed upon 
the second part of his case; namely, upon 
the ground that his shares in the two 

villages mentioned in the plaint did not 

pass at the sale to Nathuni Narayan. To 
this part of his case section 33 is clearly 
not a bar; and the learned District Judge 
fell into error in summarily dismissing 
the entire suit. He should have 

determined the question raised by the 
plaintiff as to what passed at the sale. All 
the materials for the decision of this ques- 
tion, however, have been placed before us. 
The matter has been argued for two days 
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and we propose to determine the question 
ourselves. 

Before proceeding to enter into details 
of the evidence as to what passed at the 
sale, it is desirable to begin with a short 
explanation of certain matters involved. 

The first point is that under the Revenue 
Sales Act nothing can be sold which is 
not a revenue-paying estate or a share in 
a revenue-paying estate. If there are 
two descriptions in the sale notification 
the description which purports to state 
the share in the revenue-paying estate 
will, therefore, be the dominant description. 

The second point upon which some ex- 
planation is desirable is the use of the 
word “ ijmaV ’ in the papers I shall have 
to consider. Under sections 10 and 11 
of the Sales Act and section 70, Land 
Registration Act, a sharer in a joint estate, 
who desires to pay his share of the 
revenue separately, may apply to the Col- 
lector specifying the interest held by him 
in the estate, and the share of the revenue 
payable on account of it. The Collector 
then causes to be made a general publica- 
tion of the fact of this application; and 
if no objection is made by any other co- 
sharer, the Collector opens a separate 
account with the applicant and credits 
separately to his share all payments made 
by him. The residuary share of the 
estate after excluding these separate 
accounts is called the ‘ ijmal" share. IjmaV' 
is the vernacular term which represents 
the term residuary share. The word has 
for years been recognised in Bihar. The 
word is used in that sense in the plaint 
by the plaintiff himself and the meaning 
was not questioned before us in argument. 
In the case reported as Ravanvshwar Prasad 
Singh v. Baijnath Pam Qoetihi (l) the 
Privy Council say “Residue, commonly 
called the ijmal or joint share.” “ IjmaV' 
means joint and the word means that por- 
tion of the estate, the proprietors of which 
remain jointly liable for the land revenue 
after excluding the proprietors who pay 
separately, “ijmal" is a perfectly definite 


(1) 28 Ind. Cas. f.00 ; 42 C. 897 nt p. 908; 2 L. \V 
355; 19 U. AV. X. 181; 17 M. L. T. 321; 21 C. L. J. 412- 
13 A. L. J. »>01; 28 M. L. J. o83; 17 limn. L 1{ .IJ2- 
(1915) M. W. X. 559; 42 1. A. 79 (1*. C.). ’ * * 


thing. It is the right of the proprietors 
who have not separated, stated in the 
term of a share of the Tauzi number A 
purchaser of the ijmali share takes the 
estate and can oust every interest which 
is not covered by a separate account and 
which is not excluded for that reason under 
section 13 from the sale. It is important 
to notice two matters in this connection. 
The first is that Government is interested 
only in obtaining the revenue and is not 
responsible for the statements of the applica- 
tions for separate accounts as to the extent of 
the interest held by each in the estate; and 
next that in an estate where several separate 
accounts have been opened, some in res- 
pect of specific portions of the estate 
under section 11, Revenue Sales Act, some 
in respect of shares in specific portions 
under section 70, Land Registration Act, 
1S76, and some in respect of shares in the 
estate held in joint tenancy, it may be 
difficult, even if the interests have been ac- 
curately stated, to specify in detail what 
the ‘‘ ijmal" share consists of. It is, there- 
fore, a very common practice to describe 
the interests of the proprietors who have 
remained jointly liable for revenue simply 
by the word “ijmal" (residuary share) 
without any specification in detail.it being 
understood that the proportion which the 
“ijmal" share bears to the entire estate is 
sufficiently indicated by stating the proportion 
of the revenue shown to be payable for 
the “ijmal ’ share. This procedure is 
what was < riginally contemplated by the 
Act of 1S59. It has been held by the 
Calcutta High Court to be a sufficient com- 
pliance with the law where the separate 
accounts have all been opened in respect of 
shares of the estate held in joint tenancy: Fain 
Raruin Roer v. Mahabir l'ershad Singh (2*, 
Dilchand M ah to v. Baijnath Singh (3), 
Ismail Khan v. Abdul Aziz Khan (4). 

The practice has been said to be material- 
ly irregular where the separate accounts 
have been opened in respect of specific 
portions of the estate under section 11 of 
the Revenue Sales Act or in respect of shares 
in specific portions under section 70 of the 


(2) 13 C. 203; 0 I ml. TW. (n. s.) 688. 

(3) S C. \\\ N. 337. 

(4) 32 U. 501); 9 C. W. X. 3 48; 1 C. L. J. 91 . 
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Land Registration Aot: Nibaran Chandra 
Choivdhrjj v. Chiranjib Prasad Bose (5). 

The third matter upon which some pre- 
liminary explanation is desirable relates to 
the list of villages or shares in villages, 
which appears in the sale proclamation. 
The first point to notice is that the Act of 
1859 does not require a village list to be 
given. What the Act of 1859 did require 
was a notice under section 13 that the 
separate accounts would be excluded from 
the sale. Originally this was done by giving 
the details of the separate accounts and say- 
ing they were excluded. After 1876 when 
more complete lists of the villages in each 
tauzi number had been obtained, section 13 
was sometimes complied with by deducting 
the separate accounts from the estate list and 
giving a list of villages in the residuary 
share. The Act of 1859 oould not have 
required village lists, for applicants for 
separate accounts were not required to base 
their applications on village lists till section 
69, Act VII of 1876. It is well to remem- 
ber that the revenue unit in Bengal common- 
ly described by a tauzi number has no direct 
connection with any village unit. It signifies 
merely that a separate engagement was made 
in the 18th century for the payment of the 
land revenue in respect of the land or lands 
designated by the lauzi number. The tauzi 
number may be a piece of land partly in 

in another or it may 
contain several villages. In 1795 and in 

1800 an attempt was made to prepare lists 
of villages and to show which village or 
which portion of a village belonged to which 
tauzi number. This attempt proved abor- 
tive and anything like complete lists of 
villages were not obtained till fifty years 
later after the revenue survey and it was 
uot till the Act of 1876 that an applicant 
for a separate account was bound to refer 
to the entries in the lists of villages. 

. ^e fourth matter which should be men- 
tioned here is that it is possible for the 
Government to say what revenue is payable 
in respect of an ijmal ” share; but it is not 
possible to say what revenue is payable for 
an undivided portion of the ijmal share or 
to say that there were arrears of revenue due 
from a particular portion of the ijmal share. 
With these preliminary considerations in 

(5) 32 C. 642; 9 C. W. N. 487. 
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mind, I propose to deal with the details of 
the evidence as to what passed at the sale. 

The first matter we have to consider is the 
notification under sections 6 and 13 of the 
Act. This purports to be a notification de- 
claring that the share is to be sold. In the 
headings of this form, the meaning of the 
word share,” it must be carefully remem- 
bered, can only mean a share in the tauzi 
number. It cannot mean a share in any 
village or villages in respect of which a 
complete separate account has not been 
opened, for such a share cannot be sold 
under the Act. In columns 7 and 9 of this 
form the sudder jama of (x.e., revenue payable 
for) the share, and the arrears due from 
the share, are to be entered. As I have 
said, it is not possible to say what the 
sudder jama of an undivided portion of the 
ijmal share (such as a village or share of 
a village) is or that arrears of revenue are 
due from such an undivided portion. So far 
as the entries in columns 7 and 9 are con- 
cerned, therefore, it is impossible to say 
that it was intended, or that anybody un- 
derstood, that anything less than the ijmal 
share was to be put up for sale. 

I hen we have the entry required by section 
13 of the Act to the effect that other shares, 
except those stated above, will be excluded. 
This can only mean shares in the tauzi 
number other than the ijmal share and 
can have no reference to shares of villages 
in respect of which complete separate accounts 
have not been opened. 

Then we come to column 5, the heading 
of which is: “if only a share is to be sold, 
specification of such share or shares.” 
Again I say “share” can only mean a 
separate account ora residuary share. Under 
this heading occurs the word “ ijmal ” or 
residuary share. This word, as I have tried 
to show above, is a description in itself 
which includes and denotes the entire 
subject-matter. Then follows a list of some 
38 villages with specification of the share 
in each village. In this long list the name 
of one of the villages, a share in which is 
claimed by the plaintiff, and a portion of 
the share claimed by him in another vil- 
lage are omitted. I have been asked to hold 
that the dominant description in this no- 
tification is this list of shares in the villages 
and that the word ijmal ” (residuary share) 
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which occurs at the top of tlie column 
was not an independent description of the 
property but is intended to indicate merely 
that each of these shares of the villages 
which stand below is in the ijm.,1 share, 

I am entirely unable to accept this conten- 
tion. The contention is inconsistant with 
the object of the revenue sale notification 
It is inconsistent with the entries in columns 
7 and 9; it is inconsistent with the only 
possible meaning which can be attached to 
the word “share” in the heading of the 
column 5 under notice; it is inconsistent with 
the meaning of the word ijmal and it 
was not the meaning which was attributed 
to this notification in the second paragraph 
of the plaint. I am equally unable to accept 
the other suggestion which was offered: viz, 
that the omission of these two villages 
from the long list of villages was intended 
to restrict the sale to the villages mentioned; 
and that the intention was to exclude 
from the sale of the iimul the sharers 
in these two villages omitted. In addition 
to the considerations above set forth the 
preponderence of probability is all in favour 
of the omissions being due to mistake 
and not to intention. For preparing the 
list of shares in the villages in the ijmal 
share the Collector’s Office has no state- 
ment to go upon. The village list for 
the ijmal share has to be arrived at by 
numerous deductions from the lists of 
shares in villages submitted by the holders 
of the various separate accounts and when 
the villages number 39 occasional mistakes 
will occur. It must be carefully borne in 
mind, moreover, that I am not concerned 
now with the question whether the notice 
was sufficiently definite and clear to induce 
likely bidders to come and bid at the 
sale. 1 hat is an independent question, 
which, the Privy Council have recently 
held, depends upon the facts of each 
case. As I have pointed out earlier in 
this judgment, I am not concerned in the 

imperfection of 
description, for a suit upon that ground 

is barred by section 33. 1 am concerned 

only with the question what was in fact 
described, however imperfectly. [ am 0 f 

opinion that the dominant description was 
the word ijmal coupled with the proportion 
of the revenue shown to he payable for 


the wnal share. This purports to state 
the share in the tauzi number and, 
therefore, must be taker to be the dominant 
description in perference to a mere list ot 
shares in villages which does not purport to 
state the share in the tauzi number. It 
the description was irregular it was none- 
theless dominant. The origin of this list 

of villages is the requirement of section M 
that notice of the intention to exclude the 
separate accounts must be given. ie 
accidental omission of two shares m villages 
does not deter me from holding that the 
entire ijmal share was notified for sale. 

The interpretation which I have put 
upon the notification is confirmed by the 
next step in these proceedings. The next 
paper in this case is a declaration by the 
Collector to the effect that no bid having 
been made for the share exposed to sale, 
the share being referred to by the simple 
word “ ijmal" nothing more or less— lie 
(the Collector) would put up for sale the 
entire estate unless the other co-sharers, 
or one or more of them, were willing to 
purchase the share in arrear by paying 
within 10 days the whole arrear due 
from such share. As 1 have pointed out 
more than once, it is not possible to say 
that a mere list of shares in villages is 
a share in arrear. It can only be possible 
to speak of “a share in arrear” in respect 
of a snare of the entire tauzi number for 
which a separate account has been opened 
or which constitutes a residuary share. 
There can bo no doubt, therefore, that this 
paper confirms the interpretation which I 
have placed upon the notification under 
section C; and as it is nothing more, nor 
less, than an offer of the ijmal share, it 
follows that the entire ijmal sharo was 
offered for sale to the co-sharers. 1 here- 
after there was a report by the office to 
the effect that two of the oo- sharers were 
willing to purchase the ijmal share. Of 
these two, the office recommended 
the offer made hy Nathuni Narayan and 
his offer was accepted by a formal order 
made by the Collector on the 15th of 
Juno 19 1 1. It appears to me that what 
was offered, sold and purchased was the 
entire ijmal share. 

Incidentally these papers place beyond 
doubt the meaning of the word ijmal 
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and can certainly be referred to for that 
purpose. 

Thereafter, the Collector gave Nathuni 
Narayan a sale certificate signed by him; 
and he caused possession to be delivered, 
and here we come to the first and only 
difficulty in the case. In the list of 
villages given in the sale-certificate some 
13 shares of villages were omitted. But 
the sale-certificate is only one of the 
pieces or bits of evidence from which 
the Court is to infer what passed at 
the sale. In the presence of what appears 
to me to be conclusive evidence as to 
what passed at the sale, I am not disposed 
to attach much importance to the sale- 
certificate. Moreover, we find that possession 
was actually delivered of the entire ijmal 
share, and the sale certificate was amended 
by the Collector himself so as to include 
the plaintiff’s shares. It is true that 
the amendment was made after* the institu- 
tion of the present suit, but that does 
not make any material difference. Some 
reference has been made to the difference 
between the amount of the arrears as shown 
in the sale notification and that shown in 
the sale certificate. It appears from the 
office report to the Collector that the 
amount enfered in the sale notification 
was probably a mistake; or the office 
report may be a mistake. However that 
may be, the office reported that at the 
time of the notification for sale the arrear 
due was the amount which was paid by 
the purchaser and which was shown 
in the sale-certificate. The office report 
makes it quite clear at any rate that there 
was no alteration in the amount of the 
arrear such as to suggest an alteration 
in the property between the time of the 
notification for sale and the time when 
Nathuni Narayan purchased. 

Cpon the point of imperfection it is 
worthwhile to note that for the purpose 

an *®? er the co-sharers only, the 
word ijmaV 5 was obviously a sufficient 
description, for ex hypothesi they all knew 
exactly what the ijmal share was for 
they or their predecessors had all assented 
to the separation of the accounts. 

I may repeat that the ijmal is a perfectly 
definite thing. It is the rights of the 
proprietors who have not opened separate 


accounts stated in the terms of a share 
in the tauzi number. A purchaser of the 
ijmal share purchases the right to take 
possession of the estate and to oust all 
interests not covered by separate accounts. 

I hive not referred to the cases upon the 
subject of imperfection of description. These 
cases all say that in order to set aside the 
sale it must be proved that the imperfection 
had an adverse effect on the bidding. The 
assumption, therefore, in every such case 
is that the description was in fact sufficient 
to convey the property and that in the 
absence of proof that bidding was affected, 
the sale must stand. The case principally 
relied upon in this connection is the case 
of Eavaneshwar Prasad Singh v. Baijnath 
Earn Goenka (1). In that case the revenue 
paying estate involved was itself a share, 
a ^ annas 6-dams share of a mahal named 
Bisthozari which included as many as 360 
villages. 1 he ijmal share in the estate 
was put up for sale, the specification 
being described, in the terms of the judg- 
ment of the Privy Council, as follows: — 
Ijmah share which cannot be specified 
excluding the separate accounts.” The 
separate accounts numbered as many as 
143 and the sale notification stated that 
the ijmali share could not 1)9 particularised 
owing to separate accounts having been 
opened. Their Lordships of the Privy 

Council decided that the specification was not 
sufficiently definite and clear to induce likely 
buyers to come and bid at the sale. They 
went on to find that in consequence of the 
irregularity in the sale notification the sale 
fetched only one-third of the value of the 
property. They accordingly set aside the 
sale. I would note in respect of this 
decision, first, that the facts of that case 
were very peculiar and it was decided on 
its peculiar facts alone. The second point 
to notice is that their Lordships expressly 
refrained from dissenting from any of the 
rulings which had been cited before them. 
They say merely that these rulings give 
no assistance and that each case must 
depend on its own particular facts. The 
third point to notice is that although it 
had been contended on behalf of the 
appellant that the defects in the notifica- 
tion were such as by themselves to entirely 
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ilify the sale, yet tlieir Lordships say 
that it is necessary to go into the further 
question whether substantial injury had 
been caused by the defects. They point 
out expressly that no sale shall be set 
aside unless the plaintiff proves that he has 
sustained substantial injury by reason of 
the defect. It is, therefore, clear that if 
their Lordships had been unable to hold 
that inadequacy of price had resulted from 
the insufficiency of the specification they 
would have held that the description was 
enough to convey the ijmal share to the 
purchaser. In the case before us the defects 
in the description are of nothing like the 
same significance. It is a case merely of 
minor omission due to carelessness. To 
calculate the details of the ijmal share in 
the Privy Council case might have involved 
some 50,000 ifems of figures. 

Js it conceivable that if mistakes even 
to i lie extent of 4 per cent., as in the 
present case, had been made, their Lordships 
would have held that the question what 
passsed at the sale would have been affected? 
I am of opinion that the case referred to 
affords no authority for holding that in the 
present instance the description was not 
such as to have conveyed the entire ijmal 
share to the purchasers if the notification 
under section G had resulted in a sale. 
Their Lordships had to do with the ques- 
tion whether the property had been 
sufficiently notified. What I have to 
determine is whether it was notified at 
all, a very different matter. 

Bearing in mind that when the Act of 

1859 was passed there were no complete 

lists of the villages in each tauzi number, 

the Act itself seems to have contemplated 

that a residuary share should be notified 

for sale under section 6 in the following 
manner: — 

Firstly by stating simply: "Residuary 
share Ujmal) and then by setting out 
nnder section Id in detail every share, 
whether consisting of an undivided share 
or of a speoifie portion of the estate in 
respect of which a separate account had 
been issued, and stating that these were 
excluded from the sale. Supposing that in 
giving the list of exoluded separate accounts 
under section 13 a mistake of detail was 


made, would that entirely vitiate the sale? 

1 am of opinion that it would not and 
that it would merely be an irregularity for 
which a sale could be set aside by a suit 
brought within the limitations of section 
33. As a result of the Land Registration 
Act, 1876, and of the recent rulings since 
1905, the Collector when putting up an 
ijmali share to sale ought now to set out 
all the details of the interest of which the 
share consists. Can I say that the result of 
this is that if mistakes are made of detail, a 
notification under section G would be bad and 
the sale would be vitiated. I am of opinion 
that this cannot and ought not to be held. 
Where a bona fide attempt has been made 
to describe the ijmali share for sale for 
the purposes of the notification under sec- 
tion 6, I am of opinion that the sale 
should not be held to be void and that the 
mistakes should be treated as irregularities 
which may form the basis of a suit within the 
limitations of section 33 of the Act. The 
question of nullity or :io nullity should, in my 
opinion, be determined by reference only to 
the meaning of sections 6 and 13 of the 
Act of 1859 in the years in which the Act 
were passed and not to the rulings under 
section 33, which did not arrive at their 
present stage till fifty years later. 

The result is that 1 hold that the plain- 
tiff’s shares in these two villages, which 
admittedly formed part of the ijmal share, 
were conveyed at the sale which affected 
the entire ijmal share; and, therefore, the 
plaintiff has no title. I would accordingly 
dismiss this suit with costs in all Courts. 

1 understand that my learned colleagues 
will deliver judgments to the contrary 
offect. 

The divergence of opinion can be stated 
in a few words: («) In my view a sale 
cannot be held to be void merely on the ground 
that the notification nnder section 6 was 
not prepared in strict accordance with the 
rulings. If a sale could be held to 
ho void on that ground section 33 of the 
Act would be rendered of no effect. 

(b) The word "ijmal" has for many 
yoars been accepted in Bihar as the verna- 
cular equivalent of the residuary share 
contemplated by the Revenue Sales Act. 
I his use of the word was recognized by 
the Privy Council in the judgment I 
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have cited. The plaintiff himself uses 
the word in that sense in the plaint and 
the meaning was not questioned in argu- 
ment before us and has never been doubted. 
The word is never used for the residue 
of a separate account. 

(c) Cases on Wills or private Conveyances 
are unsafe guides to the interpretation of 
an offer to sell under stautory powers. 
In the interpretation of a Civil Court sale 
the dominant consideration is the nature of 
the suit. In interpreting a statutory sale 
the dominant consideration will be the 
nature of the statutory proceedings. The 
policy of the law does not require the 
Courts to scrutinize the proceedings of a 
statutory sale with a view to defeat them. 
On the contrary every reasonable intendment 
will be made in their favour so as to 
secure, if possible, the object they were 
intended to accomplish. The notification 
should be construed as applying to the 
property which should have been notified 
unless to so construe the notification is 
to do violence to its terms. 

The appeal will be determined in accord- 
ance with the opinion of my colleagues. 

Mollick, J.— The plaintiff alleges that 
he was proprietor of an eight-anna share 
Mauzah Khaira Khurd and of an eight- 
anna share in Mauzah Sao Khurd, situated 

T n h :\ h Maka Kha,ra hearing Touzi No. 
4601, the sadr ,ama of the entire mahal 

eing Rs. 5,2al-12 0; that after the opening 

of several separate accounts in the said 

mahal, an ijmal share was formed com- 

prming many mauzahs, in which were included 

nlaintiff T° v nlauz ^ ls belonging to the 
plaintiff; that the said ijmal share was 

advertised for sale for arrears of Government 

Revenue due up to the March hut of 

not off ,1 at “ a s “ffi“ e nt bid was 

not offered proceedings under section 14 

° f 1859 were taken with the 
esult that defendant No. 2, one of the 

ecor e proprietors of the estate, purchased 

°? 3? June 1911 for a consideration 

0 Rs. 226-3-9 the shares of all the 
proprietors of the ijmal mahal save and 
except that of the plaintiff. 

I have used the words ‘ ijmal 

8 are and ijraal mahal' because they have 
been so used by the plaintiff in his plaint, 

but in my view the use of these expressions 

• * ** 
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does not imply an admission that the 

residuary share in the estate was in fact 
sold. 

The plaintiff accordingly sues for a 
declaration that the sale was illegal and 
contrary to law and that the auction- 
purchaser and his assignee No. 1 acquired 
no title to the eight-anna share of Mauzah 
Khaira Khurd and eight-anna share of Mauzah 
bao Khurd and the plaintiff prays for re- 
covery of possession and mesne profits. 

The Subordinate Judge framed the follow- 
ing issues: — 

(1) Is the suit maintainable in its present 
form? 

(2) Is the suit barred under section 33 of 

the Revenue Sale Law, plaintiff not having 

appealed within the 60 days of the sale to the 
Commissioner? 

(3) Had the plaintiff any right, title or 
interest in the disputed property at the time 
of the revenue sale? 

(4) Is the plaintiff entitled to maintain 
the suit? 

(5) Was the revenue sale brought about 
by the fraud of defendant No. 2? 

(6i Is the revenue sale fit to be set aside? 

Is the suit bad for defect of parties? 

U; Can the sale in question and the kobala , 
dated 9th July 1911, executed by defendant 

1 m , favour of defendant No. 1 affect the 
plaintiff’s share in the property in suit? What 
passed by the sale? 

(9) Is the plaintiff entitled to recover 
possession of the properties in suit? 

(10) Whether the plaintiff is entitled to 

mesne profits? If so, how much? 

The Subordinate Judge found that the 
suit was barred by limitation and, therefore, 
liable to dismissal. He also found that the 
sale notification published under section 6, 
Act XI of 1859, which enumerates 38 mouzahs 
or shares of mouzahs was defective in omitting 
all mention of Mo^zah Sao Khurd and in 
describing the share of the defaulters in 
Khaira Khurd to be two annas three pies 
instead of eight annas, but that this defect 
did not constitute a contravention of the law 
and that the description of the defaulting 
shares was insufficient. He accordingly 
dismissed the suit. 

In appeal the learned District Judge con- 
sidered only the point of limitation and dis- 
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missed the suit on the ground that as the 
plaintiff was required under section 33 of 
Act XI of 1859 to appeal to the Commissioner 
before the sale could be set aside and as 
under section 2, Act VII B. C. of 186s, 
the time for appeal expired on the 60th day 
after the sale and as the plaintiff's appeal was 
in fact lodged before the Commissioner 
long afterwards, namely, on the 22nd of 
December 1911, the appeal was clearly out of 
time. The learned District Judge appears 
to be of opinion that the appeal was, there- 
fore, not a proper appeal and that the present 
suit, which was brought on the 23rd May 
1912, is under section 33 of Act XI of 1859 
not maintainable. 

The plaintiff now prefers this second appeal 
on the ground that the learned District 
Judge is wrong in holding that his suit 
is barred by limitation. 

If the plaintiff’s share in the two mouzahs 
in question did not pass by the sale, clearly 
the bar of limitation would not apply. The 
plaintiff was not called upon to appeal to the 
Commissioner to set aside a sale in respect of 
property which had r.ot in fact been sold and 
the provisions of section 33, which require 
that there shall be a properly framed appeal 
preferred to the Commissioner before a suit 
for setting aside the sale and for recovery of 
possession can be entertained, obviously do 
not apply. If, therefore, the plaintiff can 
make good the position that his properties 
were not sold by the revenue sale of the 
15th June 1911, the suit is within time. 

In order to determine whether or not the 
plaintiff’s contention is correct, it is necessary 
to refer, first of all, to the sale notification. 

In column 1 of the notification is the tavzi 
number. 

In column 2 is the name of the nuihnJ and 
pergannah. 

In column 3 is the fa<1 r jama of the whole 
estate. 

Column 4, the heading of which is 'whe- 
ther the whole estate is to be sold,’ is blank. 

The heading of column 5 runs thus:— ‘if 

only a share is to be sold specification of 
such share is shown.’ This column is 
filled in as follows:— The word 'ijmnV 
appears first. Then follows a list of shaies 
in 38 villages enumerated by name. 

Column 6, the heading tf v )u h n quiies 
the names of the proprietors i f the property 


to be sold, shows the entry— Mahabir Lai and 

others. . * rf _ 

The heading of column 7 is: If only _ a 

share is to be sold, the amount of he 
M ,1r jama of such share.” It shows the entry 

of Rs. 685*11-0. o i.u 

Column 8 is blank, and column .» the 
heading of which is: ‘If only a share is to be 
sold, the arrears due for it,’ shows the entry 

of Rs. 276-10-9. 

At the bottom of the notification is an 
entry in the following words— other shares 
except those above stated will he ex 

eluded." 

It is admitted that in the list of villages 
the Collector should have included ail 
eight-anna share of Sao Khurd and an 
additional five-annas nine-pies share of Khaira 

K hurd. 

The question is whether notwithstanding 
these omissions the whole share in default 
must he taken to have been advertised for 
sale. 

It is now settled law that if the noti- 
fication under section 6, Act XI of 185», 
is not according to law, but nevertheless a 
sale is hold, that sale is void and a nullity 
for want of jurisdiction. It is immaterial 
whether notices under sections 5 and 7 are 
issued or not, but the authorities are 
unanimous that the notice under section b 
must be prepared and issued in accordance 
with law. Defects in service can be cured by 
section 6 of Act \ II B. C. of 186b, but if the 
contents of the notice are not such as the 
law demands then the matter strikes at 
the root of the Collector’s jurisdiction and 
the sale is mill and void. If, therefore, 
the omission to mention the plaintiff s 
entire share in Sao Khurd and part of 
bis share in Khaira Khurd has resulted 
in the advertisement of a share less than 
the share in default, then the notice 
is contrary to the provisions of Act XI 
of 1859 inasmuch as the unit in arrear 
has been split up by the Collector and 
something less than that unit, has been 
offered for sale, tin behalf of the re- 
spondents on the other band, it is urged 
that this omission is nothing hut a more 
defect in description and that in fact the 
whole share in niiear was properly adveiti ed 
by Die Collector. 

The question, therefore, is in the first 
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instance, bow should we interpret the sale 
notification? On behalf of the respondent 
the learned Counsel urges that the domi- 
nant description is contained in the word 
ijtr.aV in column 5 and that the subsequent 
incorrect enumeration of the monznhs is an 
erroneous description which will be rejected 
on the maxim falsa demonstratio non novel 
cum de c -<f pore constat (a false description 
will not hart when it co exists with the 
subject itself), and he relies upon 1 Vest v. 
Lawday (6), in which Lord Westbury held 
that Where some subject-matter is devised 
as fa whole under a denomination which 
is applicable to the entire land and then the 
words of description that include and denote 
the entire subject- matter are followed by words 
which are added on the principle of enumera- 
tion, but do not completely enumerate and 
exhaust all the particulars which are com- 
prehended and included within the antece- 
dent, universal, or generic denomination, then 
....... the entirety which has been expressly 

and definitely given shall not be prejudiced 
by an imperfect and inaccurate enumeration 
of the particulars of the specific gift.” 

Tn my opinion this maxim is not applicable 
to the present case. I think the particular 
notification which we have to construe 
falls within that class of documents 
which was the subject of Brocket , In re; 
Dawes v. Miller (7). In that case, Joyce, J.[ 
reviewed all the authorities including lies* v. 
v. Lawday (6), and made the following ob- 
servations regarding the rule laid down by 
Lord Westbury: — 

“Now, notwithstanding this, 1 think, I may 
say that there is certainly no rule that in 
a Will where there are two complete desorip- 
tions, the former shall prevail over the 
latter, and I cannot think that Lord West- 
bury meant to lay down positively that in a 
Will where you have once got a complete 
description of a subject-matter in general 
and collective terms, every or any subsequent 
enumeration of particulars must necessarily 
be rejected if it do not include each and every 
item of the particulars, which would be in- 
cluded in the first or general designation 
standing by itself.” 


H - L * C * 375 J 13 L T. 171; 11 E. K. 
1378; 14> R. It. 238. 

(7) (1908) 1 Oh. 185; 77 b. J. Oh. 245; 97 L. T. 
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In West v. Lawday 0>), the words of the 
testator were as follows: — 

“Being possessed of a lease for lives, 
renewable for ever, of certain lands in the 
country of Kerry, in Ireland, which said 
lands are denominated Ballydowney. Clyney, 
and Farranaspid, all situate in the parish of 

A.dahoe, in the said country of Kerry I do, 

therefore, require that the aforesaid lands 
should, as soon as after my decease as pos- 
sible, be sold.” 

It appeared that some lands called groyne 
were included in the lease and the question 
was whether those lands had passed by the 
devise or not. The Court held that the 
dominant desciiption being contained in the 
words “being possessed of a lease for lives, 
renewable for ever,” the omission of groyne 
was only a matter of imporfect enumeration 
of particulars. On the other hand in 
Brocket , Tn re; Dawes v. Miller (7). the dis- 
puted words were as follows: — 

“l devise the real estate to which I 
under the codicil to the Will of my late 
father Stanes Brocket Brocket, Esq., became 
entitled upon the death of Sarah Chamber- 
lay ne, widow of my late uncle General 
Chamberlayne deceased, namely, the residence 
known as Orford House in the parish of 
Oakley in the said County of Essex and lands 
and hereditaments in the parishes of Oakley, 
Stanstead, Mcntfitcbett and Henham in 
the same county, etc.” The question was 
whether a property in London, named No. 1, 
Hare Court, which was subsequently found 
to be covered by the codicil to the Will of 
Stanes Brocket Brocket above referred to 
and to which the testatrix became entitl- 
ed, passed under the devise together 
with the properties in the parish of Oakley 
in Essex. There was no evidenoe to show 
that the testatrix was at all aware that she 
had any title in this property. Joyce, J., 
held that the specification wa3 analogous to 
the specification contained in a conveyance by 
schedule or plan and was not merely an im- 
perfect enumeration of the properties intend- 
ed to be devised. In other words the speci- 
fication by name and locality free from all 
ambiguity constituted the leading descrip- 
tion and that 1, Hare Court, did not pass by 
the specific devise. 

Now what is the position here? The list 
of rftonzahs as it stands in the sale notification 
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is perfectly self-contained and clear. I here 
is no latent ambiguity at all. Supposing 
the word * ijmaV did not occur at the top, 
the notification would in clear and 
unequivocal terms constitute an attach- 
ment of the particular property enume- 
rated in this list and the note that 
other shares except those stated above 
would be excluded would merely signify 
that there were some separate accounts, 
which were being excluded from sale. The 
sttdar jama in column 7 and the arrear in 
column 9 would merely indicate that they 
referred to a share in the estate comprising 
the particular property set out in this list. 
Section 10, Act XI of 1859, permits a re- 
corded sharer of a joint estate held in com- 
mon tenancy to open a separate aooount with 
the Collector in respect of his joint undivided 
share. Section ll permits a recorded sharer 
whose share consists of the entire area of a 
specific portion of a land of the estate to 
open a separate account in respect of that 
specific portion. In other words, it permits 
a recorded sharer who has obtained a 
distinct portion of the estate within 
a ring fence to open a separate 
account. Section 70 of the Land Registra- 
tion Act (VII B. C. of 1876) goes further 
and permits a proprietor who is reoored as 
a proprietor of an undivided interest held 
in common tenancy in any specifio portion 
of the land of the estate, but not extending 
over the whole estate, to open a separate 
account in respect of this undivided interest. 


Taking the list of villages in the sale 
notification as it stands, it seems to me that 
it might perfectly well denote a share cover- 
ed by an account under section 10 or 11 
Act XI of 1859, or section 70, Act VII B. C* 
of 1876, and the entries in cloumns 7 and 9 
as well as the note at the bottom of the noti- 
fication would not be inconsistent with such 
a vmw. How then does the addition of the 
ijmal,' at the top affeot the matterp This 
word is not known either to Act XI of 

» ?'* ™B- 0 , ;.f 1876, „„ r „„ I Lu':!’; 
mention o Hui wnrd in the rules pnhlishe.l 
by the Board of Revenue in their Bale 
Manna of 1906 and their Land Registration 

i anual of 1909. The Manuals do speak of 

a residuary share, namely, the share that is 
eft after e*clud.ng all separate accounts in 

the estate, and the direction is that «s soon 


as a separate account is opened then pari 
passu a separate account for the residuary 
share is also to be opened by the Collector, 
in his Touzi Register. The word 'ijmaV 
means nothing more than joint. It is an 
adjective and not the name of any particular 
thing or part of the estate. It is a relative 
term and has not even the fixity attached 
to the word residuary. 

It is certainly not a name like Whiteacre 
nr Blackacre, nor is it an universal or 
general description. It may apply to the 
residue left after excluding all other 
accounts, but it also may apply, when a 
co-sharer opens a separate account under 
section 70, Act VII B. C. of 1876, ia respect 
of his undivided interest in a specifio por- 
tion held jointly with other proprietors, to the 
residue of that specifio portion which would 
then he capable of description as the ijmaV 
properly of the other co sharers. 


Therefore, the word ‘ ijmaV of itself does 
not materially alter the description con- 
tained in the list of villages in column 5 and 
furnish sufficient material for holding that 
it describes any residuary share at all, let 
alone the residuary share which it was the 
duty of the Collector to sell. 

Indeed in those cases in which the word 
has been sought to be translated as meaning 
residua* y share in arrear,’ the opinion of 
our Courts is that it does not heir any 
definite meaning. In the case of Annada 
Charan Mukhuti v. Kish^ri Mahon I\ai (8) 
the Cour" observed as follows: — 


la a 


is oovions mat the term residue 
relative term only, and that it means what 
is left after excluding from the whole certain 
specific shares and that unless those specific 
si ares are staged, it is impossible for 
intending purchasers to know what is being 
advertised for sale and for what they are 
supposed to be bidding,... and we think that 
the meaning of section 6, Act XI of 1S59, 
is clear that, the share to be put up for sale 
must be so described that there can be no 
mistake about if. Merely advertising that 
ti e residue’ of an estate is to be sold without 
giving further particulars and stating 
w mt that residue* is, cannot be considered 
to e a sufficient description of any share 
in that estate. ’ In that case separate 
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accounts had been opened under sections 10 
and 11 of Act XL of 1S59 and the residue 
advertised was the residue after excluding 
all the separate accounts. The Court held 
that the description was not a sufficient 
description of the share in arrear. 

To the same effect is Hem Chandra Ghowdhry 
v. Sarat Kamini Dasya (9). The estate in 
this case consisted of four mouzahs and sepa- 
rate accounts were opened under sections 10 
and 11; firstly, in respect of eleven-annas odd in 
two mauzahs ; secondly, of nine annas odd 
in the 3rd mauzah : and thirdly, of eleven 
annas in the four mauzahs , the remaining share 
of the four mauzahs being left as the 
residue. In the sale notification the 
terms were as follows: — According to Act 
XI of 1859, the joint share excepting the 
separate shares is to be sold. Save and 
except these, all other shares are exempted 
from sale.” The Court held that the 
description was not according to law and 
observed as follows: — 

“Looking at this notification of sale, we 
observe that it gave very little or no informa- 
tion to the public, and unless one were to go 
to the Collectorate and look into the records 
there, he could not possibly ascertain what 
was the precise property to be sold, and in 
what villages that property lay.” 

In Amirunessa Khatoon v. Secretary of 
State (10), the point decided was that 
it was not necessary when advertising 
an entire estate to give all the mauzahs 
comprising it, and in Ram Narain Koer v. 
Mahabir Pershad Singh( 2) the share to be sold 
was a separate account and the sale noti- 
fication set out the revenue due from it as 
well as the extent and nature of the other 
separate accounts of the estate and Wilson and 
Porter, JJ., held that it was necessary to 
name the mauzahs comprising the separate 
account and that the share to be sold was 
sufficiently described by referring to the 
other sepaiate accounts of which the necessary 
particulars had been given. These two last 
mentioned cases do not in any way touch 
the first two, whioh require that whenever 
a residuary share is sold, the specification 
shall state the mauzahs or shares of mouzahs 
of which it comprises. 

(9) 6 C. W. N. 526. 

(10) 10 C. 63; 13 C. L. R. 131; 5 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 


In Ismail Khan v. Abdul Aziz Khan (4), 
the share sold was the residue left after 
the opening of a separate account under 
section 10. The notification contained the 
number of the estate, the revenue of the entire 
estate, the revenue of the share to be sold, 
and the arrear in respect of which the sale 
was to be held. What fraction of the entire 
estate this residuary share represented was 
not stated in the notification. The majority 
of the Full Bench declined to decide 
whether Annada Char an Mukhuti v. Kishori 
Mahon Rai (8) and Hem Chandra Ghowdhry 
v. Sarat Kamini Vasya (9) were correctly 
decided or whether it was sufficient to 
follow the description accepted in Ram Narain 
Kore v. Mahabir Pershad Singh (2), but held 
that whether in any particular case the speci- 
fication of the share or shares is sufficient or 
not must depend on the facts of the case. 

In Bhawani Koer v. Ajzal Hussain (il) the 
ijmal share contained 42 villages whereas 
only 38 villages were enumerated in the 
sale notification and some villages which 
ought not to have been included were 
alleged to have been included, while others 
which ought to have been included were 
said to have been excluded, and the Court 
observed as follows: — 

“if it had been proved as a matter of fact 
that the villages which were excluded were in 
fact part of the ijmali share and if it were 
proved that in fact this list of villages was an 
inaccurate list of what constituted the ijmah 
share of the mahal , I should have hesitated 
in saying that the notification complied with 
the direction of the law which provides 
that it shall specify the estate or shares 

of estate to be sold. It appears that 

the intention of that section is to enable 
the persons who intend to bid to know what 
it is they are going to purchase. If as a 
matter of fact the list was inaccurate and 
misleading, we should find some difficulty in 
saying that it complied with the provisions of 
that section. But in this case, we think the 
matter is more or less of academic interest 
because it has not been proved as a matter of 
fact, or at least our attention has not been 
drawn to evidence that it was established, that 
these villages excluded did form part of the 
ijmal share of the mahal in question.” 

(11) 34 C. 381; 6 C. L. J. 425, 
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Finally, I pome to the decision of the Privy 
Council ir. Ravnneshwar Puisad Singh v. 
Baijnath Ram (roenka (1). In this case the 
sale notification described the share to be 
sold as the ijrnal share. In the 3th column 
it was stated that the ijrnal share could not 
be specified. A list of 1 48 separate accounts 
was attached to the sale notification and it was 
stated in a note that as separate accounts had 
been opened village by village, the ijrnal shares 
could not bo particularised except by exclud 
ing the separate accounts, which were 
given on a seprate piece of paper It was 
held by the learned Subordinate Judge 
who tried the case in the first instance 
that the sale was a nullity, because the 
names of all the mnnzahs had not been 
specified. The Collector gave the auction* 
purnhaser possession of 14 villages out of 
which only .41 were found to be included 
within the ijmal share. The High Court of 
Calcutta were of opinion that the notification 
was sufficient and that if it was not necessary 
to enumerate the mnnzahs in respect of an 
entire estate, there was no reason why it was 
necessary to do so in respect of the ijmal 
share. Reliance was placed before the High 
Court upon certain forms for opening sepa- 
rate accounts prescribed by the Board of 
Revenue^ but the High Court held that 
these forms were not part of Act X( of 
and that they merely contained 
directions which the Collector was required to 
follow as nearly as possible. The High Court 
finally held that the sale was not a nullity. 

It appears from the argument before their 
Lordships of the Privy Council that the 

following cases were placed before them: 

linn Char, <lra ChiuuUiru v. Sara t Kamini 
Dosya (9), tsmail Khan v Alnlul Aziz 
Khan (4), Amirnnesm Khatm.n v. Secretary 

nf ( 10 ) and T)ilchand Malta 

v. Baijnath Singh (3). Their Lordships 
while accepting the proposition that the 
sufficiency of the notice must depend on 
he circumstances of each case, made the 
following observations: — 

As already observed, each case must 

WW d | ° n , ,tS ! 0Wn P a,tl >'Oar f ftPts . 
What has to l)e considered is whether 

or not having regard to all the oir 

en instances ,he specifications were snfli- 

mentl y distinct and clear to invite likely 
buyers to appear and bid at tlie sale 


It is not enough that they may go 
and obtain the requisite information from 
the Collector’s Office.” 

‘‘In their Lordships opinion the particulars 
in the notice should be sufficient in 
themselves to tell purchasers what they 
are invited to Hid for. Their Lordships, 
therefore, have no hesitation in agreeing 
with the Trial Judge that the notification 
in this connection was insufficient and 
irregular and not in compliance with the 
requirements of the law. " 


In my opinion we are completely hound 
by this authority and as the law now 
stands, whenever a residuary share is 
advertised for sale, the monzahs comprising 
that share must lie correct^' described 
by the Collector. Their Lordships declined 
to accept the argument that it was 
sufficient, to describe the residue by giving 
a specification of the separate accounts. 


If, therefore, the term 'residuary estate’ 
with the assistance of the information in 
columns a to 9 of the notification and 
specification of the separate accounts opened 
in the estate does not in the eye of the 
law convey to intending purchasers what 
they are bidding for, stiil less does the 
term tjmal' convoy the necessary informa- 
tion. As I have already observed, the 
term only means joint ami in the sale 
notification under consideration it wholly 
fails to denote any particular property or 
share of any particular property. As the 
notification stands, I am unable to say 
whether it means the entire residuary 
estate after excluding the separate accounts 
or the residue left after opening an account 
undei section 70 (Y II, B. C. of 1876). 
1 he word /jin a I' in my opinion, is not a 
complete and distinct, description of a 
subject which would constitute a leading 
description as in II W v. Lainlai; (b) to the 
exclusion of the particulars contained in 
the list of villages. From this point of 
view the present case is a stronger one 
than Brocket , In ?,>; Dawes v. Miller (7), 
in which there were two descriptions each 
sufficient to describe a different subject- 
matter. Here the subject-matter described 
by the term ijmal' is uncertain, while the 
subject-matter described by the list of 
villages is definite and certain. I have no 
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hesitation in saying that the description 
given in the list of villages must prevail. 

Even if it is held that the term ‘ ijmaV 
is a sufficient description of the entire 
residuary estate in arrear, I am of opinion 
that the list of villages must be regarded 
as an exception or limitation and not a 
confirmation of the general description. If 
further authority were needed I would 
refer to Tribhovandas Jekisandas v. Krishna • 
ram Kuberram (12). In that case a 
mortgage-deed transferred all the properties 
appertaining to an entire bhag ' but it 
was held that the particulars which omitted 
some of the properties comprised therein, 
constituted the leading description. 

Again in Dwarka Nath v. Aloke Chunder 
Seal (13), it was held that the declaratory 
portion of a sale proclamation could not 
by itself override the description of the 
property in the body of the notification, 
although it was argued in that case that 
as the Court had power to sell only the 
tenure itself there arose an irresistible 
presumption in favour of the tenure being 
sold. 

The respondent, however, seeks to supple- 
ment the sale notification by the other 
evidence in the case, and the law upon 
this point is summarised by Taylor in his 
work on Evidence as follows: — (section 1226) 

(1) “Where in a written instrument the 
description of the person or thing intended 
is applicable with legal certainty to each 
of several sub.ieets, extrinsic evidence, 
including proof of declaration of intention, 
is admissible to establish which of such 
subjects was intended by the author.” 

(2) “if the description of the person or 
thing be particularly applicable and parti- 
cularly inapplicable to each of several 
subjects, though extrinsic evidence of the 
surrounding circumstances may be received 
for the purpose of ascertaining to which 
of such subjects the language applies, yet 
evidence of the author’s declaration of 

intention will be inadmissible.” 

(3) “if the description be partly correct 

and partly incorrect, and the correct part 
be sufficient of itself to enable the Court 
to identify the subject intended, while 

(12) 18 B. 283; 9 Iud. Dec. (x. s.) 696. 

(13) 9 0. 641; 4 Inch Dec. (n. s } 1076. 


the correct part is inapplicable to any 
subject, parol evidence will be admissible 
to the same extent as in the last case 
and the instrument will be rendered 
operative by rejecting the erroneous state- 
ments.” 

(4) ‘‘If the description be wholly inappli- 
cable to the subject intended or said to be 
intended by it, evidence cannot be received 
to prove whom or what the author really 

intended to describe.” 

(5) ‘‘if the language of a written 

instrument, when interpreted according to 
its primary meaning, be insensible with 
reference to extrinsic circumstances, col 
lateral facts may be restored to, in 
order to show that in some secondary 
sense of the words, and in which the 
author meant to use, them, the instrument 

may have a full effect.” 

Rule 2 corresponds with section oi 

the Indian Evidence Act while tlm other 
rules correspond to sections 94, and 

96 with the exception that the Inman 
Law admits the author’s declaration ot 
intention in all cases. Although the case 
before u? is a second appeal, the construction 
of sale notification is a mixed question o 
law and fact and we are entitled to look at 
the evidence on which the respondents rely. 

Now in support of the contention that the 
sale notification advertised and attached 
the whole residuary share the respondents 
call in aid, firstly, the circumstance that the 
Collector could not under the law have 
sold a part of that share and, secondly, 
his order of the 5th June 1015, 

declaring under section 14 of Act XI 
of 1859 that as there was not a sufficient bid 
for the share advertised to cover the arrear, 
any of the other recorded sharer or sharers 
were at liberty within ten days to purchase 
the share in arrear by paying the whole 
arrear due from such share. It is true that 
we are entitled to look at all the circum- 
stances existing at the time of the publica- 
tion of the notification in order to ascertain 
what the Court intended to sell and what 
the purchasers thought was advertised for 
sale But it is clearly not sufficient to say 
that because the Collector was empowered 
only to sell the unit comprising the residuary 
share and that because the presumption of 
everything being correctly done applies 
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to this case, therefore, we must assume that 
what he did actually advertise and what the 
public thought that they were buying was 
the residuary share. In my opinion, the 
Collector had, under sections 13 and 14 
of Act XI of 1859, jurisdiction to sell only 
that which he had advertised by the notifi- 
cation under sections 6 and 13 and the 
expression share in arrear’ in his order 
of the 5th June 1915 must be read as 
meaning that whioh he had advertised in 
the notification under section 6 and no more. 

Mr. Pugh endeavoured to argue that 
even if the Collector advertised something 
less than the unit in arrear, he corrected 
his error by making a fresh proclamation 
on the 5th June. In my opinion that 
argument will not avail. The Collector had 
no jurisdiction to amend anything in the 
original notification under section 6. 

Nor is the position of the respondents 
improved by the Collector’s subsequent 
proceeding. He gave the auction-purohaser 
a certificate, first of 25 villages on the 
28th August 1911, altogether omitting 
therefrom Saho Khurd and Khaira Khurd, 
and on the 10th April 1913, that is, about 

a year after the present suit had been 
instituted he made an addition of 8 more 
mauzahs at the instance of the purchasers, 
correctly describing in his amended certifi- 
cate the names of the plaintiff’s mauzahs 
and his interest therein. The word ‘ ijmal' 
does occur in the sale-certificate, but as 
I have already observed it conveys no 
distinct and specific meaning; it is important 
however, to note that even this amended 

certificate does not contain a complete list 
of villages. 

Another circumstance to be noticed is 
that whereas Rs. 276-10-9 is shown in 
column 9 of the sale notice as the arrear 
due against the defaulting share, the arrear 
for which the share was sold on the 15th 
June 1911 is Rs. 226-3-9. Again while 
the sadarjama in the sale notification is 
Rs. 685-11-0 in columnS, the sadar jama in 
the sale-certificate is Rs. 51 9-10-0. 

It may ho admitted that the Malo-oor- 
tifieate is not a certificate of title in the 
case of a purchaser under a sale under 

Act XI of 1859, and that the statements 
contained therein are not conclusive to show 
what was offered to and purohased by the 


auction-purchaser. And although in Lallo. 
Bissrssur Dyalv. T)oolar Chand Sahoo (14) the 
Court refused to go into the facts lying 
behind a sale-certificate for the purpose 
of contradicting its terms and held that 
the sale certificate was the best evidence 
of what the auction purchaser purchased, and 
although in Tan'ardhari Sing v. Sundar Lai 
Missir (15) and in Barhamdeo Singh v. Ram 
Narain Singh (16) it was explained that 
while you can look at the whole proceeding 
for the purpose of ascertaining what was 
offered for sale and purchased, you cannot 
give evidence for the purpose of contradict- 
ing the terms of your sale-certificate, I 
doubt whether the principles applicable to 
a sale under the Civil Procedure Code are 
also applicable to a revenue sale in which 
the sale-certificate is not the title-deed 
of the purchaser. 

Therefore, taking the two sale certificates, 
the intention of the Collector and all his 
acts down to the 5th June 1915 as so 
many items of evidence for the oonsti action 
of the notification, 1 am not satisfied that 
he did not attach something less than the 
unit in arrear, and that the bidders did 
not think that they were bidding only for 
the villages described in column 5. I think, 
therefore, that as he broke up the unit 
and advertised something less, the notifica- 
tion was contrary to law and without 
jurisdiction, and, therefore, the sale on the 

15th June 1911 was also without jurisdic- 
tion. 

1 he sale certainly did not pass the 
plaintiff s eight-annas share in mauzah 
Sao Khurd and his five-annas nine-pie 9 
share in Khaira Khurd that wa 9 omitted 
from the notification; but 1 go further and 
hold that as the whole sale was without 
jurisdiction, the plaintiff’s two-annas three- 
pies share in Khaira Khurd also did not 
pass. If the other co-sharers of the residu- 
ary share in arrear had joined as plaint- 
iffs, they would have been competent to 
recover their shares also but as they have 
not done so, wo can only declare that the 
Sft I° 'espeot of the plaintiff’s property, 
namely, eight-annas share of Khaira Khurd 

( 14 ) 22 \v. K. i s l . 

(16) 7 C. L. ,l. 384. 

(10) 22 I ml. Oas. 280: 19 C. L. J. 182. 
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and Sao Khurd is bad and that he is 
entitled to recover the same. The effect 
of this will be that the plaintiff will be 
a co-sharer with the purchaser defendant 
and that the plaintiff and he will be 
jointly liable for the revenue till a separate 
account is opened. 

In the view that I take of the law the 
Collector is not required to specify the 
mauzahs when selling an entire estate or a 
separate account, but he is so required 
when selling the residuary share. As the 
word ijmal does not convey a sufficiently 
definite meaning, it might possibly be a 
salutary precaution to use the expression 
residuary estate, and to insert a note in 
column 5 stating that if the residuary 
share is found after the sale to contain 
property other than that enumerated in the 
list, that property also will pass by the 
sale. Such a note would not cure the 
irregularity resulting from an omission of 
mauzahs, but it would, I take it, have the 
effect of making Residuary Estate the 
dominant description and prevent the sale 
from becoming a nullity altogether. The 
sale in such a case would only be set aside 
upon the grounds prescribed in section 33 of 
the Act. 

I have anxiously considered what the effect 
of this interpretation of the law will be 
upon the revenue administration. It is 
submitted by Mr. Pugh that the Collector 
will be seriously hampered in the collection 
of arrears and that it will be almost im- 
possible in practice to bring about the sale of 
residuary shares. In the absence of evidence 
it is not possible for me to speak with any 
direct authority, but I have examined the 
provisions of the Revenue Sales Act (XI of 
1859), Land Registration Act (VII B. C. of 
1876) and the registers prepared by Govern- 
ment for administering those Acts, and I do 
not imagine there will be any serious diffi- 
culty. 

Register A of revenue-paying estates 
requires that the mauzahs contained in the 
estate should be fully specified. Register C 
requires that a mauzawar register should 
be kept. Register D requires that an 
intermediate register affecting changes in 
the general and mauzawar registers should 
be kept. Section 30 of the Land Registration 
Act requires co-sharers to give information 


to the Collector of the establishment of any 
village and Registers 12 and 12A prepared 
under the Land Registration Act requiro that 
whenever a separate account is opened under 
sections 10 and 11 of Act XI of 1S59 or 
section 70 of Act VII B. C. 1876, a specifi- 
cation of the viauzah comprising that separate 
account is to be furnished. There is also 
authority given to the Collector under the 
Land Registration Act to require recorded 
proprietors to furnish whatever information is 
necessary for the correct preparation of the 
registers. It is always possible, therefore, for 
the Collector to ascertain what villages or 
shares of villages are situated in the residuary 
share. The Collector incurs no responsibi- 
lity in the matter and information is furnished 
at the risk of the recorded proprietors. If 
the Collector correctly describes the residu- 
ary share upon the information given by 
the proprietors, the notification under section 
6 is fully protected. In my opinion, therefore, 
the Courts are not imposing an impossible 
task upon the Collector in requiring 
him to correctly state the mauzahs or 
shares in mauzahs that comprise a residuary 
share offered for sale. 

As the plaintiff, however, contends that 
he is entitled to succeed even if the sale 
is not a nullity, I will examine also that 
position. If the residuary share passed and 
the share in the list of villages was a 
mere misdescription, then the error could 
only be impeached by an appeal to the 
Commissioner under section 25 of Act XI 
of 1859 and no suit would lie to set aside 
the sale, unless the ground of irregularity 
was taken before the Commissioner and 
substantial injury has resulted from the 
said irregularity. 

In the present case the appeal to the 
Commissioner was made more than sixty days 
after the sale and was, therefore, barred. 
The appellant asks us to hold that under 
section 5 of the Indian Limitation Act of 
1908, the Commissioner was competent 
to admit tho appeal for sufficient cause; 
that till he decides that tho eau3e is not 
sufficient the appeal cannot cease to be an 
appeal and that having been brought within 
the statutory limit of time from the date 
of the rejection of the appeal by the 
Commissioner, the suit is within time. 
This argument must fail on two grounds 


INDIAN OASES. 


[1917 


:,n 

KRISHNA DAY All »-lK V. ABDI'L UAKFUK. 

The first is that a time-barred appeal is not 
an appeal till it is admitted for sufficient cause. 
.)fir Wazirwllin v. La la Deoki Natulan (17) 
is authority for this proposition. The second 
ground is that section 5 of the Indian Limi- 
tation Act does not apply to Act XI of 1659. 
The matter depends on the construction 
to be put on section 29 of the Limitation 
Act (IX of 1908), which corresponds to 
section 6 of the Limitation Act of 1877. 
There has been much conflict upon the 
question whether the general provisions 
contained in sections 5 and 7 and other 
like sections of the Indian Limitation Act 
are applicable to local and special Acts, 
but , in my opinion, the correct rule was 
laid down in Veermnma v. Abbiah (18) and 
Panchkouri Ghosh v. Pran Gnpnl Mukerjee 
(19). The latter case is important, because 
it relates to the Act now under con- 

sideration and the test therein applied was 
whether the Act was self-contained. As to 
what is a self-contained Act, must depend 
upon the terms of the Act itself. No 
general rule can be laid down, but 1 take 
it that what is meant is that the enactment 
must either expressly or by implication 
suggest that the general provisions of 
the Indian Limitation Act are not to be 
applied for the purpose of extendin g the 
shorter periods of limitation prescribed by 
the Act. For instance, it would be impossible 
to hold that the Indian Limitation Act has 
any application to fiscal Ac s, such as those 
dealing with customs and income-tax. In 
my opinion the Revenue Sales Act comes 
within the same category, Even since Regu- 
lation V 1 1 of 1799, when a remedy by sale 
of the estate in arrear was Hist substituted 
for the at achment of the person of the 
defaulter, the constant, endeavour of the 
Legislature ha^ been tc perfect the machinery 
of law, so that the Government demand 
might bo quickly realized and the title of 
auction- purchasers speedily quieted. Their 
Lordships of the Privy Council in Uobinda 
Lai Pop v. Ramjauam Misse* (20) observed 
that sales for arrears of Government revenue 
were of constant occurrence and anything 


(17) G C. L. J. 472. 

(18) ]8 M. 99; G 1 ml. Doc. (n. 8 .) 418 
U9) 4 I ml. Cas.70; 13 C. W. N. 518. 
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which impaired the security of the purchasers 
at those sales tended to lower the price 
of the estate put up for sale; that it was, 
therefore, of the utmost importance in the 
interest of the revenue paying population 
of India that all questions that could arise 
as to the validity of a sale for arrears of 
revenue should be determined speedily, 

Looking at the scheme of the whole Act 1 
have no doubt that it was never intended that 
the periods of limitation therein prescribed 
should be extended by the operation of sec- 
tion 5 of the Indian Limitation Act, and I am 
fortified in this view by Amirunessa Khatnon 
v. Secretary of State (10), where it was held 
that a revenue sale under the Act cannot 
be set aside on the ground of fraud. The 
appeal to the Commissioner, therefore, was 
not an appeal within the meaning of the 
law, and the present, suit would be barred 
by limitation. 

Rut as 1 have already hold that the 
sale was not one under the provisions of 
the Revenue Sales Act, the suit is not 
affected by the provisions which require 
an appeal to the Commissioner. It comes 
under Article I 12 of the Limitation Act 
and is within time. 

The learned Counsel for the respondent 
has drawn our attention to the pleading 
in the suit and contends in the first plaoe 
that the entire residuary share was sold. 
In my opinion plaints in this country must 
not be too strictly construed and all that 
the plaintiff means here is that a share 
called the ijinali' share and alleged to 
he the entire residuary estate was advertised 
for sale. That this is so is clear from the 
judgment of the learned Subordinate Judge. 
It is quite clear that at the trial the 
plaintiff raised the contention that the sale 
was a nullity by reason of the attachment 
of something less than t lie unit in arrear. 
Moreover the point being one of mixed 
law and fact and no additional evidence 
being required it is open to us to deal 
with it in second appeal. 

I he result, therefore, is tbit l would 
allow the appeal and decree the plaintiff’s 
suit for recovery of possession. As the 
prayer for mesne profits has not been 
pressed 1 would not allow the plaintiff 
any mesne profits. The plaintiff is entitled 
to his costs in all Courts. 
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Atkinson, J.— -It is unnecessary for me 
in this case to refer to the facts generally, 
having regard to the judgments which have 
been delivered by ray learned colleagues. 
However, I desire to refer to the sale notifica- 
tion issued under section 6 of Act XI of 
1859. Column 5 of that notification con- 
tains a specification of the share of the pro- 
perty which was offered for sale to satisfy 
the arrears of Government revenue. The 
share of the mahal offered for sale is 
described by the general term ijmaV ’; and 
following this general denomination there 
is a description given of what the ijmaV ’ 
property comprises, namely, a list of shares 
in 38 villages. In the notification a state- 
ment appears that other shares except those 
stated above will be excluded. The plaintiff 
is the proprietor of an eight-annas share in 
Mduza Sao Khurd and also an eight annas 
proprietor in the village Khurd. Both these 
villages are situated in the mahal of Kbaira 
in the District of Gaya. The shares in 
these two villages to which the plaintiff 
is entitled formed part of the ** ijrnal ’’ pro- 
perty when the notification under section 6 
was published; but in the description given 
in the specification no reference is made to 
the plaintiff’s eight-annas share in Sao Khurd 
and only a two-annas three-pies share in 
Alauza Khurd was offered for sale. The sale 
notification further states that the sale of the 
property described in the notification was 
made to satisfy an arrear of Rs. 276-10-9 
in respect of which the sadar jama is 
Rs. 685 11 0. The sale notified under section 
6 of the Act of 1859 proved abortive; and 
the Collector subsequently sold the entile 
ijmali ” interest under section 14 on the 
15th of June 1911 and the same was pur- 
chased by defendant No. 1, who subsequently 
transferred his interest in the property to 
defendant No. 2. 

Mr. Manuk contends, first of all, that 
the notification published under section 6 of 
the Revenue Sales Act of 1859 was irregu- 
lar; and that the plaintiff is entitled to 
have the sale set aside under section 33 of 
the Act, provided that the plaintiff can prove 
that there was substantial injury caused to 
him by reason of the irregularity complained 
of, the irregularity complained of being a 
misdescription of the property comprised 
in the " ijmali ” share. For two reasons I 


Si 

am of opinion that the plaintiff is not 
entitled to succeed on this ground. In the 
first place the plaintiff did not appeal to 
the Commissioner within the period of sixty 
days from the date of the sale on the 15th 
of June 1911. An appeal was filed by the 
plaintiff on the 22nd of December 1911; 
but the same was summarily dismissed as 
being out of time on the 24th of January 
1912. An appeal filed out of time is no 
appeal; and consequently the plaintiff's right 
to have the sale set aside on the ground of 
irregularity was barred by the special period 
of limitation provided by the Revenue Sales 
Act of 1859. Mr. Manuk admits the 
accuracy of this conclusion; but he argues 
that he is entitled to call to his aid the 
provisions of section 5 of the general Limita- 
tion Act of 1908. He argues that if he is 
able to satisfy the Commissioner that he 
had sufficient cause for not presenting his 
appeal within time, that then the Com- 
missioner would under the general law of 
limitation be entitled to extend the period 
allowed for filing an appeal under the Act of 
1859, so as to make the appeal presented by 
the plaintiff on the 22nd of December 1911 
within time. This argument is erroneous; 
and, in my opinion, quite unsustainable. First 
of all if Mr. Manuk's argument be correct, 
no application was made to the Commissioner 
under section 5 to extend the time, even 
if section 5 of the Limitation Act can be 
considered to be applicable to the provisions 
of the special limitation contained in the 
Revenue Sales Act of 1859. The appeal 
was presented out of time, after it had 
become barred under the provisions of section 
25 of that Act. However, in my opinion, it 
would not have been open to the Com- 
missioner to entertain an application ^under 
section 5 of the Limitation Act so as to ‘affect 
or alter” the special provisions as to limita- 
tion prescribed ly the Act of 1859 itself. 
Section 29 of the general Limitation Act 
excludes the applicability of the general 
Limitation Act to any special or local Act 
having a limitation of its own. There can 
be no doubt that the Revenue Sales Act of 
1S59 is a special Act which is applicable to 
the lower provinces of the Bengal Presidency, 
or to what is known as the permanently settl- 
ed districts; and was primarily designed to 
facilitate the recovery and collection of 
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revenue clue to Government. Lord Mac- 
1 , aghten, I think, in the case reported as Gobind 
l.al Roy v. Ramjanam Misser (20) gives very 
cogent reasons why the general provisions of 
the Limitation Act should not be held to 
apply to the special provisions of the Act of 
1859. The title of the purchasers acquired 
under a revenue sale should not be exposed 
to the risk and danger of being challenged 
and defeated by any uncertainty of procedure 
under the Revenue Sales Act. Mr. Justice 
Brett sitting alone in a case reported as 
Panchkouri Ghosh v. Pran Gopal Mukerjec 
(19) so held, on the ground that the 
Revenue Sales Act was a complete Code in 
itself, quite independent of the general law 
of limitation. That decision has never been 
impeached notwithstanding the fact that 
Here has been a crreat conflict of authority 
in India on this point. However, i entirely 
agree with the reasons given by their Lord- 
ships in the caso reported as Veeramma v. 
Abbiah (18) in which all the authorities are 
considered; and applying the principle laid 
down by their Lordships in that case, and 
that laid down by Brett, J, in the case to 
which I have referred, I hold that in the 
present case the general provisions of the 
Limitation Act have nc application what- 
soever to the Revenue Sales Act of 1859. 
Secondly in my opinion, on the first branch 
of Mr. Manuk’s argument the plaintiff’s case 
must fail because ho has not proved that 
substantial injury has been caused to him by 
reason of the irregularity complained of. 
However, it is unnecessary to further consider 
this aspect of the case having regard to the 
view I hold on the question of limitation. 

The second argument put forward by Mr. 
Manuk on behalf of the plaintiff is that the 
sale which was effected by the Collector on 
the 15th of June 1911 was a nullity; or in the 
alternative that the plaintiff’s property to the 
extent of eight annas share in Mauza Sao 
Khurd and five annas odd in Mauza Khurd 
did not pass to the defendant No 1 under the 
sale effected by the Collector. This 
is the real aud vital question in this case; 
and ,t appears to me that this 
argument must be governed by the answer 
to the question as to what in fact, and in 

law passed by the sale to the defendant 
on the loth of June 1911V The answep 

to this question entirely depends upon the 


construction of the property described and 
offered for sale under the sale notification 
published under section 6. What, therefore, 
did the notification under section 6 offer for 
saler* It is contended that the term ijmal ” 
is a general denomination and description 
of a certain block or piece of land offered 
for sale and is quite capable of being as- 
certained definitely and with certainty, irres- 
pective of the enumeration set out in the 
notification describing the property comprised 
within the ijmal." In fact it is suggested 
that the ijmal i share of a mahal is just 
as much a known factor as if one was to 
speak or refer to the known entity of the 
lands of Blackacre or Whiteacre. The law, 
I think, with regard to the description of 
property offered for sale, whether it is 
described in general terms or by means of 
a schedule, may be stated as follows: — 
Where the principal words of the descrip- 
tion lack the certainty necessary for the 
rejection of the subordinate description as 
falsa demonstration and this subordinate 
description can bo read as limiting the 
principal description, it should be treated 
accordingly. This was the law laid down 
by Lord Chelrmsford in the case of Sliugsby 
v. Grainger (21). And where the principal 
description is in form specific, yet if it lacks 
certainty it will bo restricted by the general 
reference to the words of description: hi 
rc Seal, Seal v. Taylor (22). If the principal 
or general description of a property is fol- 
lowed by a schedule of the property com- 
prised in that description, then only that 
which is comprised in the schedule will pass: 
Barton v. Dawes (23) and Oort v. Sagar 
(24). 1 |,e dictum of Lord Westbury in 

H v Lawday (6) is primarily applicable 
only to the construction of Wills. In Brocket , 
hi rc, Dawes v. Miller (7), Mr. Justice Joyce 
considered the principle enunciated by Lord 
Westbury and lie says: — “Notwithstanding 
this, I think, 1 may say that there is 
certainly no rule that in a Will where 
there are two complete descriptions, the 
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former shall prevail over the latter; and I 
cannot think that Lord Westbury meant 
to lay down positively that in a Will 
where you have once got a complete descrip- 
tion of the subject-matter in general and 
collective terms every or any subsequent 
enumeration of particulars must necessarily 
be rejected, if it do not include each and 
every item of the particulars which would 
be included in the first or general des- 
cription standing by itself.” In West v 
Lavoday (6), notwithstanding the fact that 
the Will contained a devise of property in 
general terms, yet there was a speoific 
enumeration and description given of the 
property comprised within the terms of the 
general devise. And on the facts of that 
particular case Lord Westbury held that the 
subsequent description did control and limit 
the prior general denomination of the lands 
devised by the Will. However, it appears 
to me, on the authorities, that each case 
must depend, more or less, upon the con- 
struction of the particular document in 
question in each case, whether it be a 
deed, a Will, or a notification of sale. 

Ijmal ” is a general or generic term. It 
may be intended to apply to the residuary 
interest of the joint owners of the estate 
after individual co-sharers have opened 
separate accounts in respect of their separate 
shares. The ijmali interest may be an 
entity or denomination of land or an interest 
in land which may vary from day to day. 
It is quite uncertain in itself; and the 
Land Registration Act clearly shows that 
the ijmali interest may and can be defined, 
if right principles are observed by the 
Collector, with certainty with regard to each 
share in each mauza respectively comprised 
within the ijmali interest or share. I hold 
that in this case the term “ ijmal ” as used 
m the notification for sale prescribed by 
section 6 of Act XI of 1859 is restricted 
by the general description of the ijmali 
shares which the Collector offered for sale; 
so as to show that only the described 
parts of the ijmali share were offered for 
sale. This view is strongly supported by 
the decision of the Privy Council in a case 
reported as Ravaneshivar Prasad Singh v. 
Baijnath Ram GoenJca (1). I feel myself 
unable to distinguish the principle of that 
decision from the facts of the present case; 
and I think that so long as the decision of 
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the Privy Council remains unaltered 1 am 
conclusively bound to follow the law laid 
down by their Lordships’ Board. In that 
case the “ ijmali ” share was offered for sale 
with the following description, the ijmali 
share cannot be particularised owing to 
separate accounts having been opened. The 
share to be sold forms a separate estate after 
excluding the share in respect of which 
separate accounts have been opened.” The 
learned Subordinate Judge who tried that 
case held that the description so given in the 
notification of the sale was an irregularity 
which rendered the whole sale a nullity and void 
as being without jurisdiction. The learned 
Subordinate Judge based his judgment upon 
the fact that the shares in each mauza com- 
prised in the “ijmal” had not been set out 
specifically in the notification for sale. The 
learned Judges of the Calcutta High Court 
disagreed entirely with the view of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, and held that the description 
of the property sold as stated was sufficient 
in law to enable any intending bidder to 
know what he was bidding for. However, 
their Lordships of the Privy Council reversed 
the decision of the Calcutta High Court 
and restored the decision of the learned Sub- 
ordinate Judge. In the course of their Lord- 
ships’ judgment they say as follows: “in 
view of this divergence of opinion their 
Lordships have examined the evidence for 
themselves and they have come to the 
conclusion that the view of the Trial Judge 
both as regards the value and the fact that 
the lowness of price was due to the defective- 
ness of the notice was well founded.” I 
take that decision to mean that the word 
“ijmal” is not an adequate or sufficient 
description perse of the property offered for 
sale under section 6 of the Revenue Sales Act 
of 1859 and the Collector in effecting such a 
sale must define with particularity the pro- 
perty comprised in the ijmali ” share offered 
for sale. If this view be right, and I believe 
it 7 is, then it follows of necessity that if it 
is incumbent upon the Collector to describe 
the property comprised within the ijmali 
share, then he must do so with accuracy 
and with particularity. In the present case 
there was an obvious and a patent irregular- 
ity in the description of the ijmali property 
offered for sale — that is conceded — one entire 
share in a village was completely omitted 
and a five-annas odd share in another village 
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was also omitted, there was thus not a 
complete enumeration of the several 
shares comprised within the ijmali in- 
terest of property offered for sale. If the 
construction that I put upor. the notification 
be correct on the authorities which I have 
referred to, then there was a breaking up 
or dismemberment of the revenue unit which 
rendered the entire sale a nullity: because 
it is conceded that the Collector cannot 
sell part only of the revenue unit liable 
for arrears of revenue. He must sell the 
entire share and interest liable for the 
arrears, and he cannot break, it up into parts. 
Their Lordships of the Privy Council have 
held that section 6 of Act XI of 1859 is 
protective of the interest of the proprietors 
of the properties to be sold; and the pro- 
visions of the Act must be strictly adhered 
to. Any departure from the terms and con- 
ditions of the Act renders any £ale made 
under such conditions without jurisdiction; 
and such sale becomes a nullity in law. 
Acts similar to the Act of 1859 have always 
been strictly construed, because they involve 
the forfeiture of the interest of the pro- 
prietors of property merely for the non- 
payment of Government revenue* It is 
essential, therefore, that the governing 
authority, vested with statutory powers, should 
be coerced and obliged to act strictly within 
the statutory authority conferred on them 
by the Act. Therefore, 1 hold that when 
the Collector in the present case notified 
for sale only a part of the ijmali share 
in respect of which there was an arrear 
of revenue, he acted without jurisdiction 
and that consequently the sale was a nullity 
in point of law. The right of the subject 
is more sacred to me than the mere possibility 
of any inconvenience that may be caused to 
the Collector. 

However, 1 think that on a further ground 
this sale is also void. In the case reported 
as Baja Thakur Bannha v. Jiban Bam (25) 
dealing with a sale under the Code of Civil 
Procedure, their Lordships of the Privy Coun 

cil laid down that the property that passed 

by a sale in an execution proceeding under 
the Code of Civd Procedure was the pro- 
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perty “attached” and nothing else. Applying 
the principle of that decision to the present 
case, the sale notification in the present 
case corresponds to the order of attachment 
in the case cited, and thus one is fortified 
in arriving at the conclusion that the sale 
was a nullity, applying the authority of the 
decision of Lord Moulton in the case referred 
to, where it is laid down that all that oau 
be done is to effect a transfer of the property 
described in the order of attachment, which 
corresponds in this case to the notification. 
If the property offered for sale under the 
notification published under section G was 
of a clearly defined and limited character, 
the Collector could not, in my opinion, under 
the sale effected by him under section 14 
of the Act of 1859, alter or vary or enlarge 
the property offered for sale, so as to make 
it inconsistent or at variance with the pro- 
perty notified for sale under section 6. He 
could only offer for sale the share of the 
property described in the sale notification; 
because the Collector’s jurisdiction under 
section 14 follows as a natural sequence 
and consequence of the property offered for 
sale by the notification under section 6. 
Therefore, in my opinion, even though the 
Collector may in fact have, by the sale 
held by him on the 15th of June 1911, 
sold, and intended to sell, the entire ijmali 
interest in the mahal in question, nevertheless 
he exceeded his jurisdiction by offering for 
sale property or shares of property which 
were not offered for sale under section 6. 
And consequently the sale of the 15th of 
June 1911 under section 14 of the Act of 
1859 must be held to be a nullity on the 
ground that it was inconsistent with the 
terms of the property notified for sale under 
section G. 

On both these grounds it appears to mo 
that there has been an excess of jurisdic- 
tion, or absence of jurisdiction; and that 
consequently the salo is a nullity. Both 
these matters are quite independent of sec- 
tion 39; and the plaintiff is entitled to 
avail himself of the absence of jurisdiction 
in the Collector to effect the sale by chal- 
lenging the ontire proceeding. No doubt 
the pleadings are defective and oanuot 
be said to raise the true issue for decision; 
but it is not denied that the plaintiff did 
urge before the Trial Judge that the sale was 
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anullity by reason of the fact that his eight- 
annas share in Sao Khurd and tive-annas 
odd share in Mauza Khurd had been omitted 
from the sale notification; and consequently 
did not pass at the sale effected by the 
Collector. Charged with the administration 
of the law founded on equity and good 
conscience, I consider that it would be unjust 
if we were to deprive the plaintiff, owing 
to any defect in the pleadings, from urg- 
ing that the sale effected by the Collector 
was a nullity in point of law on the ground 
that there had been an excess of jurisdiction, 
particularly when that ground was urged 
before the Trial Judge and completely ignored 
by the lower Appellate Court. Accordingly 
I would hold that the plaintiff is entitled 
to the declaration he seeks and I would 
set aside the entire sale; and allow this appeal 
with costs. 

Appeal allowed. 
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Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908), O. XX, r. 14 
— Pre-emption— Decree, conditional upon payment into 
Court , compliance with -Mortgage of subject-matter of 
decree by decree -holder. 

Plaintiff obtained a decree for pre-emption con- 
ditional on payment into Court of the pre-emption 
money within a certain period. He raised the amount 
by a simple mortgage of the decreed property itself 
and paid it into Court: 

Held , that it was a sufficient compliance with the 
terms of the decree. 
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Subordinate Judge, Moradabad, dated the sth 
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JUDGMENT. — This appeal arises out of 
a suit for pre-emption. The plaintiff obtain- 
ed a decree for pre-emption conditional upon 
his paying into Court within thirty-one days 
a certain sum mentioned in the decree. The 
sum mentioned was paid into Court. It is 
alleged that it was not paid within time. 
How much foundation there is for this allega- 
tion we are not in a position to say. If there 
is no foundation for it, it is unfortunate that 
the point should be raised, as it will only 
lead to loss by the parties. The money, if it 
be found to be sufficient, is lying idle in 
Court. The real question which we are 
called upon to decide is, whether or not the 
deposit of the money, assuming it to be 
within time, was in compliance with the 
terms of the decree. Lakhpat Singh, not 
having the money himself to deposit, 
borrowed the money by executing a 
simple mortgage of the property, the subject- 
matter of the suit for pre-emption. The 
mortgage was taken in the name of a minor, 
the money being provided by the father, one 
Birbal. Birbal signed the original tender for 
the deposit of money. The tender named the 
parties to the pre-emption suit. It named 
the purpose for which the money had been 
paid into Court, and in addition to the 
signature of Birbal, it contained the signature 
of the Pleader for the decree-holder. The 
money was accepted by the Court without any 
objection on the ground that it had been paid 
in by a person not authorized to do so. It 
seems to us absolutely clear that the money 
must be deemed under the circumstances to 
be a payment made for and on behalf of th© 
decree-holder, and we are clearly of opinion 
(assuming that the money was not sufficient 
and paid in within the time mentioned 
in the decree) that the terms of the decree 

were complied with, and the property vested 
from that time in the decree-holder. We 
allow the appeal, set aside the orders of both 
the Courts below and remand the case to the 
Court of first instance with directions to 
re-admit on its original number and to pro- 
ceed to deal with the same according to law. 
The appellant will have his costs in this 
Court and in the Court below to be paid' by 
the respondents. 

Appeal allowed, • 
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MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Sbconp Citil Appeal No. 2331 of 1914. 

March 1, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar and 

Mr. Justice Spencer. 

SI KHAMAN1 PANDITHAR — Defendant 

No. 2 — Appellant 

versus 

AMMANI AMMAL andutheks — Plaintiff 
and Defendants Nos. 1 and 3 to 11 — 

Respondents. 

Hindu Law — Partition — Declaration in writing of 
unilateral intention to become divided in status — 

Registration Act (XVI of 1908), ss. 17, 4»— “2Vaw*- 
nctioH unilateral , whether amounts to intention to 
become divided in status— Registration. 

An unequivocal declaration by a member of an un- 
divided family of liis intention to bo divided in 
status is sutlicient to effect a partition, although 
division by metes and bounds may be deferred, [p. 
30, col. 2: p. 37, col. I.] 

Suraj Xarain v. Iqbal X arum, 18 Ind. Cus. 30; 35 
A. 80, 13 M.L. T. 194; 17 C. W. N. 333; 11 A. L. J. 
17^; (1913) M. W. N\ 183; 17 C. L. J. 288; 24 M. L. J. 
345; I G Bom. L. R. 45G; 16 (). C. 129; 40 I. A. 40 
(P. C.); Plirja Bui v. Sudashiv Dkundiraj , 37 Ind. Cas. 
321; 20 C. W. N. 1085; 14 A. L. J. 822; 20 M.L. T. 
78; 12 N. L. R. 1 13; (1910) 2 M. W. N. 65; 18 bom. 
L R. 021; 4L. \V. 114; 24 C. L. J. 207:31 M. L. ,1. 
455: 43 C. 1031; 43 I. A. 15 (!'. C.), followod. 

Where such unilateral declaration is rni bodied in 
an instrument in writing prior to a divisiou by metes 
and bounds, it does not amount to a “transaction” 
within the meaning of section 49 of the Registration 
Act and is admissible in evidence without regis- 
tration. [p. 37, col. l.J 

Second appeal against the decree, dated 
13th April 1914, of the District Court of 
North Arcot, in Appeal Suit No. 904 of 
1913, preferred against that of the District 
Munsif, Arni, in Original Suit No. 835 of 
1911. 


Mr. C. V. An ant ha brisk n a Aiyar , for the 

Appellant. 

Messrs. A . Krishnaswami Aiyar and M. 
Patanjali Sastri , for the Respondents. 


This seconl appeal coming on for hearing 
on the 28th and 29th September and the 4th 
October 1916, and having stood over for 
consideration till the 10th October 19,6 the 

Court (Spencer and Phillips, JJ.) deliver- 
ed the following 


JUDGMENT.— The main question for 
consideration is whether Exhibit A is ad- 
tnissible in evidenoo for any purpose. The 
lower Courts have construed it as a parti- 
tion deed, and although in the document the 

past tense is employed, that is, “as we have 


effected a division” and “for our having thus 
divided”, it is undoubtedly an instrument of 
partition whereby the parties divide their 
property, if the partition was effected by this 
deed and not prior to the deed, the deed must 
he registered under section 17 of the Re- 
gistration Act and under section 49 of the 
Registration Act the document shall not affect 
any immoveable property comprised therein, 
nor he received as evidence of any trans- 
action affecting such property. The lower 
Courts, while holding that the document 
is one that should be registered under 
section 17, have admitted it as evidence of 
the status of division. If, however, the 
division was not effected prior to execution 
of Exhibit A, by an unequivocal declaration, 
then we think that the document is alto- 
gether inadmissible in evidence, for the mere 
status of division in a Hindu family un- 
doubtedly affects the family property, for 
on division the unascertained share of a 
divided member devolves in a different 
manner to the share of an undivided mem- 
ber. If, therefore, the deed be admitted as 
evidence of the status of division, it will 
at the same time he evidence of the trans- 
action between the two brothers which 
brought about the division in status, as 
well as the partition by metes aud 
hounds. This was the view taken by Sada- 
siva Aiyar, J., in Pot hi Naicken v. Nagama 
Naickor (1) and although the other two Judges 
of the Bench express no opinion directly on 
this point, we are not inclined to tako a 
different view. That view, however, applied 
to the circumstances of that case and iu 
that case, there was no suggestion of any 
division in status other than that effeoted 
by the partition deed. In the present oase, 
however, plaintiff alleges a division before 
Exhibit A. The lower Courts have both 
found that there was no such division be- 
fore Exhibit A, hut as we read the judg- 
ments, we think it is quite clear that they 
refer merely to a division by metes and 
hounds and have not considered the question 
of whether a status of division was 

not effeoted bj’ the unequivocal declaration 
of one of the brothers. It has now been 
finally decided that an unequivocal declara- 
tion by one member of an undivided family 

(I) 32 I ml. Cas. 480; 30 M. L. J. 02, 19 M. 
U L o0, 3 L. W. 115, (1916) 1 M. W. N. 79. 
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of his intention to be divided iu status is 
sufficient to effect a partition, although divi- 
sion by metes and bounds may be deferred 
[vide Suraj Narain v. Iqbal Narain (2) and 
Girja Bai v. Sadashiv Dhundvaj (3)]. This 
view of the case has not been considered by the 
lowerCourts, and although the District Munsif 
has believed the evidence that Parsa Nainar 
sought for partition, which was agreed to 
by his brother Jaya Rao, that some pro- 
perties were set apart for Parsa’s marriage 
expenses and that the brothers messed sepa- 
rately, he has not considered the effect of 
this evidence as evidence of a division in 
status as distinct from a division by metes and 
bounds and has not determined the question of 
whether there was a prior division in status. 
The District Judge merely agrees with the 
District Munsif’s finding. As evidence of 
an unilateral declaration of division in status 
Exhibit A would be admissible, if such 
declaration had taken place prior to the 
division by metes and bounds, for it would 
be that unilateral declaration and not the 
division by metes and bounds which affected 
the property and altered its nature 
and it could not be called a “transac- 
tion”, for to a transaction there must 
necessarily be at least two parties. We do 
not, therefore, think that Exhibit A would 
be inadmissible in evidence under section 
49 of the Registration Act in so far as it 
goes to evidence a prior unilateral declara- 
tion of division. In this view, we remand 
the case for a revised finding on issues 1 and 
1 (a) in the light of the above remarks. 

The finding should be submitted within 
six weeks, and seven days will be allowed for 
filing objections. 


In compliance with the order contained 
in the above judgment, the District Judge 
of North Arcot submitted the following 

FINDING. — I am requested to submit a 
fresh finding upon issues (1) and 1 (a) which 
read as follows : — 

(2) 18 Ind. Cas. 30; 35 A. 80; 13 M. L. T. 194; 17 C. 
W. N. 333; 11 A. L. J. 172; (1913) M. W. N. 183; 17 
C. L. J. 288: 24 M. L. J. 345; 15 Bora. L. R 4. r >6; 16 
O.O. 129; 40 I A. 40 (P. C ). 

(3) 37 Ind. Cas 321; 20 C. W. N. 1085; 14 A. L. J. 
822: 20 M. L. T. 78: 12 N. L. R. 1 13; (1916) 2 M. \V. 
N. 65; 18 Bom. L. R. 621; 4 L. W. 114; 24 C. L. J. 207; 
31 M. I* J. 455; 43 C. 1031; 43 I. A. 15 (P. C,). 


(1) Whether the late Appavu Nainar and 
his brother were not divided and the parti» 
tion was aot acted upon as alleged by defend- 
ant No. IP 

1 (a) Whether the division alleged is true? 
# # # # 

3. It is argued for the defendants that 
an intention to be divided in status must 
be proved by cogent and clear evidence, 
and it must be admitted that both sides 
have played false to a considerable extent. 
I consider, however, that there is suffinient 
ground for holding that Parsa Nainar had 
declared his intention prior to the execution 
of Exhibit A, and that he was, therefore, 
divided in status. This is my finding upon 
the issues referred to me. 


This second appeal coming on final hear- 
ing after the return of finding of the lower 
Appellate Court upon the issues referred by 
this Court for trial, the Court delivered the 
following 

JUDGMENT. 

We accept the finding and dismiss the 
second appeal with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 6*3 of 1915. 

December 9, 1916. 

Present : — Sir Henry Richards, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Piggott. 

LAKHPAT PANDEY and others — 
Defendants — Appellants 

versus 

JANG BAHADUR PANDEY — Plaintiff — 

Respondent. 

Limitation Act (IX of 1908), s. 18, Sch. /, Art. 62 — 
Fraud , effect of — Limitation. 

The period of limitation for the recovery of 
money payable by the defendant to the plaintiff for 
money received for his use is three years from the • 
date when the money was received. But if the know- 
ledge of the plaintiff’s right to institute the suit has 
been kept from him by the fraud of the defendant, 
under section 18 of the Limitation Act, the period of 
limitation runs from the date when the fraud first 
becomes known to the plaintiff, [p. 38, cols. I & 2.] 

Second appeal against i-he decision of the 
Additional Judge, Gorakhpur, dated the 11th 
of February 1915, 


as 
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The Hon’ble. Dr. Sundar Lai , for the 
Appellants. 

Dr. Surcndro Nath Sen, for the Respond - 

JUDGMENT. — In the suit out of which 
this appeal arises the plaintiff alleged that 
he was entitled to one-third of the amount 
nf certain bonds which stood in the name 
of the defendants or some of them. So far 
as this allegation is concerned it is correct, 
because the plaintiff had previously obtained 
a declaration to that effect from the Civil 
Court in a suit. He then alleged that the 
defendants had secretly realised the amounts 
of these bends. The Court below has found 
that the defendants did recover on foot of 
the bonds. This being so, the plaintiff was 
clearly entitled to recover his share of the 
money realised or paid on foot of the bonds, 
provided he sued in time. The Court of 
6rst instance decided against the plaintiff 
upon the ground that he was bound to put 
forward his claim in the previous suit. The 
plaintiff appealed and the Court below has 
held that the view taken by the Court of 
first instance on this point was erroneous. 
In this we quite agree. The present appeal 
challenges the decree of the lower Appellate 
Court upon the ground that the suit was 
barred by limitation. We think that Article 
62 of the Limitation Act is the Article 
applicable to a suit of this nature. The 
period of limitation prescribed is three years 
from the time when the money was received. 
In the present oase the money was received 
more than three years before the institution 
of the suit. Therefore, the plaintiff’s suit is 
burred unless he cun cull to his aid the provi- 
sions of section 18, which provides that if 
the knowledge of his right to institute the 
suit has been kept from him by the fraud 
of the defendant, then time shall run from 
the date when the fraud first beoaiue known. 
In this oonneotion we may mention that 
the defendants even in the prosent suit 
denied that they had even then got the 
money. We have looked through the evi- 
dence and we find that the plaintiff did 
adduce evidence that he only obtained know- 
ledge about two years before the institution 
of the suit. He expressly pleaded that the 
realisation of the money had been fraudu- 
lently ooncealed from him. The fraud of 
concealment seems to have been persevered 
<n even up to the time the present suit was 


instituted. Under the circumstances we 
think that the plaintiff is entitled to the benefit 
of section 18, and the reason why the plea 
of limitation was not urged in the lower 
Appellate Court was that the defendants 
knew that it was impossible to deny that 
knowledge of the realisation of the money 
had been fraudulently kept from the plaintiff. 
We dismiss the appeal with costs, including 
in this Court fees on the higher scale. 

Appeal dismissed. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Civil Miscellaneous Appeal No. 71 ok 1916. 

February 22, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Stuart, A. J. C., and 
Mr. Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C. 

RAHAT ULLAH KHAN and others — 
Defendants — Appellants 


versus 


IBAD ULLAH KHAN and others — 
Plaintiffs — Re s pon d e nts . 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1 90S ) % Sch. 27, 
puma. 17, 5, 15) — Ayrcement, private , to refer to arbi- 
tration Matter s, some, covered l-y pending suits — 
Arbitrator rejusiny to act — Substitution of arbitrator — 
Couit, power and duty ot. 

Whore, after the tiling of an agreement under 
paragraph 17, Schedule II, Civil Procedure Code, 
0,10 Bio arbitrators refuses to act as such, the 
Court has power, under paragraph 10 rend with 
paragraph 5, Schedule 11, Civil Procodr.ro Code, to 
substitute another arbitrator in place of the refusing 
arbitrator. [p. 39, col. 2.] 

A private agreement to refer to arbitration 
certain matters, some of which form the subject 
<>! pending suits, is not interdicted; but, where 
an application is made under paragraph 17, Schedule 
1 1, Civil Procedure Code, with respect to the filing 
»>t such an agreement, the order of the Court 
directing the reference to arbitration must be con- 
lined to the matters not covered by the suits 
pending on the date of the agreement, unless 
those suits have meanwhile been withdrawn or stayed 
pending the reference, [p. 40, eels. 1 £ 2.] 

Gh ul am Khan v. Muhammad Hasson, 29 C. 167; 

L9 L A * 61 S 12 M - b. J. 77; 4 Bom. L. 
K * lb ; 8 bar. P. C. J. 154; 25 P. R. 1202 (P. C.), 
explained, ; 
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Appeal against the order of the Officiating 
Subordinate Judge, Hardoi, dated the 14th 
November 1916. 

Syed Alt Mohammad , for the Appellants. 
Syed Zahur Ahmad , for the Respodents. 

JUDGMENT. — -By an agreement of the 
25th March 1916 the parties to the present 
proceeding referred the matters iu difference 
between them, which were specified in the 
agreement under ten heads, to the arbitra- 
tion of three Pleaders of the Hardoi district, 
named Moulvi Nurul Hasau, Saiyid Amjad Ali 
and Babu Sheo Sahai. Some of the matters 
referred formed the subject-matter of three 
suits, then pending before the Munsif of 
Shahabad, and of two others pending before 
the Subordinate Judge of Hardoi. Instead 
of entering into separate agreements of 
reference in each case they entered into 
a private agreement for arbitration, which 
one of the parlies filed in the Court of the 
Subordinate Judge of Hardoi under para- 
graph 17, Schedule It, of the Code of Civil 
iProcedure, praying that the necessary 
directions might be issued to the arbitrator's 
to decide the matters in dispute according 
to the agreement. The opposite parties 
Contended that one of the arbitrators, 
Moulvi Nurul Hasan, had refused to arbi- 
trate, that paragraph 17, Scheddle II, of 
the Code of Civil Procedure did not' authorize 
. a reference to arbitration of such dis- 
putes as were pending in the Courts 
except through the Courts in which those 
disputes were peniing,and that in one of the 
suits, thesubject-matter of which Was included 
in the agreement, the parties had by mutual 
consent set aside the reference and were pro- 
ceeding with the case on the merits. They 
further stated that they were no longer 
willing to have the matters in difference 
between them decided by arbitration, as 
the position of the parties was altered by 
the partition of certain houses under a 
decree passed by the Munsif of Shahabad. 
The learned Subordinate Judge directed 
the award to be filed, holding that if one 
of the arbitrators had refused to act another 
cuuld be appointed in his plaoe and that 
if a part of the property which was the 
subjeot-matter of reference had ceased to 
exist, the reference could validly be made 
about the remaining property. 

Ordinarily a reference under paragraph 


17, Schedule II, of the Code of Civil 
Procedure can only be made to the arbi- 
trators appointed in accordance with the 
provisions of the agreement. But when an 
arbitrator dies or refuses to act, and the 
parties agree to substitute another arbitra- 
tor in his place, a reference can be made 
to the remaining arbitrators and the 
substituted arbitrator jointly. Such a 
substitution is considered tu be a new 
reference and is as valid as if the re- 
ference had been made to him and the 
other arbitrators originally. Wfeere after 
thn filing of an agreement, any of the contin- 
gencies provided iu paragraph 5, Schedule 11, 
of the Code arises, paragraph 19 authorizes 
the Court to take necessary steps, so far as 
they may be consistent with the agreement, to 
make the reference complete. It is admitted 
by the parties that since the order of the 
Court below, directing the defendants to nomi- 
nate another arbitrator in place of Moulvi 
Nurul Hasan, which is the subjeot-matter 
of this appeal, the defendants have duly 
nominated another abitrator in his place, 
and a reference has been made to him 
and the remaining two arbitra'ors mention- 
ed in the agreement jointly. In the cir- 
cumstances the contention that the Court 
had no power to substitute another arbi- 
trator in the place of the refusing arbitra- 
tor loses its force. In Wall Muhammad 
V. Bahauoal Baksh (1), where an award 
sought to be filed was found defective, the 
parties were permitted to appoint olhei 
arbitrators to make a fresh reference. 

It is urged, however, on behalf of the 
defendants that the reference should have 
been made through the various Courts in 
which some of the subject-matters of the 
reference were under litigation. The proceed- 
ings of those Courts are not before this Court, 
and it is difficult to say whether, simul- 
taneously with the filing of this agreement in 
the Court below, steps were also taken in 
the Courts concerned to have formal reference 
made by them in regard to the m»tteis 

comprised in the suits pending ei * 
Ghulam Khanv. Muhammad Hassan <-) the 


) 21 Ind. Cas. 925; 14 P. L. K. 1914; 28 P. K- 
• (P. o.). 
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Lordships of the Privy Counoil classified 
Hie different methods in which references 
to arbitration can be made, but that clas- 
sification does not necessarily interdict the 
making of a private reference to arbitra- 
tion in regard to matters, some of which 
may form the subject of pending suits. 
The subject-matter cannot, however, be 
adjudicated both by the Courts where the 
suits may be pending and by arbitrators 
at the same time, for as pointed out in Sheo 
T)at v. Sheo Shankar Singh (3), where a matter 
has been referred to arbitration and the 
agreement of reference has either been 
filed in or brought to the notice of the 

Court, the Court should not deal with such 
matter in the same suit save in the 

manner and to the extent provided in 
Sohedule II of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
Where a reference has been made out of 
Court, it may either stay proceedings and 
require the parties to file the award, or 
ask them to file the agreement and make 
a reference itself. In effect a private 
reference of a matter covered by a pend- 
ing suit is not thus interdicted, but an 

adjudication of the same matter pari passu 
by two different tribunals of co-ordir.ste juris- 
diction cannot be permitted In Tinconru 
Dey v. Fakir Chand Leg (4) and Venkata - 
chellam Tieddi v. Rungiah Peddi (5) it was ac- 
cordingly held that it was open to the Court 
in which an agreement of reference to 
arbitration was sought to be enforced to 
refuse to fiie it, where the matter covered by 

Court 1 ^ WaS ° ne Pendin * before another 

The agreement in the present case is 
not confined to the matters which were 
the subject-matter of decision in the other 
cases In regard to the matters covered by 
he other suits, the parties can move if 
they have not already done so, the Courts 
in which those suits are pending, to make 
the reference unless those suits or any of 
them have been already decided. 

far th«t aP f P i eal 18 i acoordir) sly allowed, i n so 

fr 

matters not covered by (be sufts pending 
<8 30 c: 2,V L ' J ' 


on the date of the agreement, unless 
those suits have meanwhile been withdrawn 
or stayed pending this reference. No order is 
made as to the costs here. 


Appeal allowed . 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

First Appeal from Order No. 17 of 1916. 

July 24, 1 916. 

Ptesenf: — Sir Henry Richards, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Rafiqne. 

Ra]a BRIJ NARAIN RAI and another — 

Defendants —Appellants 

versus 

RAM DHARI RAI — Plaintiff — 

Respondent. 

Pre-emption- Partial pre-emption— Wajib-ul-ara, 

entry in, construction of. 

A pro-emptor is not entitled to choose what part 
of tho property sold ho will exercise his right of 
pre-empt ion in respect of. lie must, if at all, pre- 
empt the whole of tho property which is tho subject, 
matter of the sale. [ p. 40, col 2; p. 41, col. 1.] 

Where an entry in a wajib-ul-arz is in clear words 
tho Court is not justified in giving it a strained 
meaning, [p. 4i, col. 1.] 

First appeal from an order of the Subordi- 
nate Judge, Ghazipur, dated the 13th of 
September 1915. 

Dr. iS. M. Sulannan, for the Appellants. 

The Hon’ble Munshi Ooktil Prasad , for the 
Respondent. 






. Ul UUt UI 

a suit for pre-emption. The sale was a sale 
of property comprised in two mahals. The 
in a h a Is each consists of a number of villages. 
There also appears to have been a number of 
sub divisions, called thoks. The plaintiff only 
sought to pre-empt the property comprised in 
one o the two mahal-s. Even in respect of this 
property lie originally claimed that the 

vendor s title to a portion was bnd. This, 
however, has been decided against him. The 
defendant-vendee pleaded that, the plaintiff 

was entitled to pre empt the property com- 
prised in each of the mahals, and that no* 
having done so, his suit must fail. It 
must be conceded that if the plaintiff was 
entitled to pre-empt all the property, the 
subject-matter of the sale, and be omitted 
ft pai , us suit must fail. A pre-emptor is 
not entitled to choose what part of the 
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property sold, he will exercise his right of 
pre-emption in respect of. The plaintiff in 
support of his case and to prove the existence 
of the custom gave in evidence an extract 
from the wajib-ubarz. This document re- 
cords that the first right is with a co-sharer 
who was a near relation. The second right 
was to a near co-sharer in the thok. The 
third right was to the co-sharer of another 
thok minbadhissadaran digar thok) ” after that 
the property might be sold to a stranger. 
Admittedly the plaintiff is a co-sharer in the 
mahal in which that part of the property is 
situate which was included in the sale-deed 
but excluded from the claim for pre emption. 
Prima fade, therefore, as a co-sharer in an- 
other thok in the same mahal f the plaintiff 
would have a right as against a stranger. It 
is contended on behalf of the plaintiff that 
if this part of the wajib-ub arz is read as 
giving a right to co-sharers in a different 
thok in the same mahal , then the meaning of 
the preceding portion of the entry is obscure 
ecause it refers to a “near” co-sharer in 
e same thok. The plaintiff would, there- 
ore, ask the Court to read the expression 
usa arnn digar thok ” as meaning the other 
co-s arers in the thok . We think th ere would 
e no justification in putting such a strained 
meaning on tbe clear words, particularly 

'ni 60 ^ Gar * n ra * nc ^ that almost invari- 
a . ^ where the entries in the wajib-ubarz 

4 0 details of the right of pre-emption, 
? e different classes of co-sharers are ex- 
austed before a sale can be made to a 
s ranger. We must also in this connection 
remember that the entries in the wajib-ubarz 
is the evidence which the plaintiff himself 
re ies upon as proving the existence of the 
cus om. There is no other evidence. We 

? ow a Ppeal, set aside the order of the 
ower Appellate Court and restore the decree 

°„ 0 ^ onr f of first instance with costs in 

ad Courts. 


Appeal allowed. 






COURT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, 

UNITED PROVINCES. 

Revenue Petition No. 449 of 1915-16 of 

Gonda District. 

November 24, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Holms, S. M. 

PARMESHAR DaT and others — 
Defendants —Appellants 

versus 

BISHESHAR and others - Plaintiffs — 

Respondents. 

Landlord and tenant — Lease —Lessee, holding over . 
whether hound by conditions of lease — Tliekadar. 
position of — Ejectment u'ithoul landlord's consent, 
whether permissible — Tenant, knowledge of. 

A lessee holding over after the expiration of tin* 
lease is bound by the conditions of the lease, j p. A2 
col. l.J 

A tliekadar cannot issue a notice of cjectmem 
without his landlord’s permission, if his powers are 
in that respect restricted under the terms of the 
theka, irrespective of the fact whether or not such 
restriction is known to the tenants, [p. *2, cols. 1 & 2. ] 

Lai v. Raja Udey Partap Udya Butt Singh, Selected 
Decision No. 9 of 1892, distinguished. 

Appeal from the decree of the Commis- 
sioner, Fyzabad, dated the 1st July 19.6, 
reversing the order of the Honorary 
Assistant Collector, Gonda, dated the 7th 
April 1916. 

Babu Bisheshwar bath Srivastava , for the 

Appellants. 

Mr. Muhammad Wasim y for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT.— 1 deal first with the first 
point in the OflSciating Commissioner’s 
judgment. He held that the status of the 
present respondents was more than that of 
an ordinary tenant. What he meant by 
this is clear from his judgment and is that 
they were holding under a settlement 
decree. It seems to me that the decision of 
tbe Civil Courts referred to by him makes 
it res judicata that they were not so holding, 
and moreover tbe fact that decrees for 
arrears of rent have been obtained by the 
appellants against the respondents further 
supports this view. I consider then that 
they are not holding under the settlement 
decree tbe land in suit, though of course 
at some future time if they obtain the lease 
they would be so bolding. The respondents 
wish to raise tbe point that they are 
under-proprietors, but this was not raised 
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CHARU CHANDRA BISWAS t\ LALLAN SINGH. 

in the appeal to the Commissioner and can- 
not be raised now. As regards the claim 
to have rights of occapancy, the respondents 
can point to no evidence on the record to 
show that they satisfied all the conditions re- 
quired by section 5. 


There remains the second point in the Com- 
missioner’s judgment. The appellants argue 
that because they are the persons to whom 
the respondents as tenants are liable to pay 
rent that, therefore, they are entitled to issue 
a notice of ejectment. They are holding over 
after the expiration of the lease granted to 
them by the taluhlar , the conditions of which 
they agreed to, arid under the decision of 
Khuda Bakhsh v. Abid Husain (1), they are 
still bound by these conditions which they 
agreed to with their eyes open. One of 
the conditions of the lease was a very ordi- 
nary condition that they as thekadars were 
not authorised to issue notices of ejectment 
without the consent of the talukdar. The 
appellants argue that they are entitled to 
repudiate this condition, because it is not 
one expressly mentioned in the settlement 
decree which refers to the landlord’s power 
to fix rent only, but when they agreed of 
their own accord to an ordinary condition 
of this sort I do not think that they are 
entitled to repudiate it, and it certainly seems 
to me to be in no way contrary to the terms 
of the settlement decree. There is nothing 
in the Act to prevent a zemindar and the - 
kadur agreeing to certain restrictions in 
the power of 'the thekadar during the theka. 
It was certainly laid down in Lai v Raja 
lldey Partap Udya I)ult Singh (2) that any 
such restrictions should not obtain to the 
detriment of the tenant unless they were 

(Hr t0 * * h * 2 enants - . But U,e Present ease 
s different. The question is whether a the- 

kadur can repudiate in a suit with a tenant 

such restriction when the restriction is to the 
tenants benefit. 


I cannot aocept the argument of the t 
pellants that despite a definite restrict” 
on his power to eject, every thekadar 1, 
against a tenant a power to issue a notice 

ejectment. I consider then that as the taluko 

has not agreed to the issue of the not 


(1) 3 Ind. Cas. 873; 12 O. C. 279 . 

(2) Selected Decision No. 9 of 1892 


of ejectment in this case the thekadar was 
not entitled to issue it. For this reason I 

dismiss the appeal with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 420 ok 1915. 

January 24, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Stuart, A. J. C., and 
Mr. Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C 
Palm CHARU CHANDRA BISWAS and 
others— Defendants — Appellants 

versus 

LALLAN SINGH and oihers — Plaintiffs — 

Respondents. 

Construction of document — Mortgage, usnjructuary , 
construction of — Malguzari, meaning of — Mortgagee , cn» 
hanced land revenue paid by, position of — Rcrfemjr>» 
tion. 

The fact, that a bargain becomes unconscionable 
if a particular meaning is attached to the words 
ust'd in the instrument evidencing that bargain, 
affords no reason for holding that the intention of tho 
parties to the bargain was otherwise if the terms are 
clear, lint where a word used is capable of more 
than one interpretation, a Court is justified in adopt- 
ing tho interpretation which is consistent with the 
existence of a contract such as persons of ordinary 
intelligence would make and rejecting tho interpre- 
tation which involves the acceptance of a contract 
such as no sensible person would be likely to agree 
to. 1 p. 44, col. 2. j 

The word 'malgma, i\ although usually meaning an 
amount paid to the Crown, is susceptible of meaning 
i ho amount due from under-proprietors to the superior 
proprietor. [ p. 44, cols. 1 A: 2., 

Hv an usufructuary mortgage the mortgagee was 
to retain profits arising out of the mortgaged property 
after paying the land revenue assessed on it, in lieu 
ot interest on the principal monoy. The mortgage was 
to bo redeemed on receipt of tbo principal money 
only: 

Held, that tbo mortgagee was entitled, on redemp- 
tion, to claim tbo difterence between the original land 
revenue and tbo subsequently enhanced land revenue, 
but was not entitled to it if tbo amount of the profit* 
was not shown to have been reduced owing to the 
enhancement of the land revenue, fp. 45, cob ).] 

Appeal from t lie decree of the District Judge, 
Rae Bareli, dated the 1 1th August 1915, con- 
firming tlmt of the Subordinate Judge, 
Partabgarh, dated the 29th April 1915. 

Tho Hon'ble Syed TPcretV Hasan and 
Babu Bisheshwar Nath Sri vast ava , for the 
Appellants. 
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The Hon’ble Mirza Sami Ullah Beg and 
Mr. Haider Husain , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT.— The decision of this second 
civil appeal has been referred to a Bench 
as the subject-matter is over Rs. 10,000. 
The facts are as follows: — „ 

Ajudhia Bakhsh Singh obtained an ad- 
judication from the British Indian Association 
on 8th July 1869 against Babu Balbhaddar 
Singh and Bikramajit Singh awarding him 
under-proprietary rights in the village of 
Pachhamgaon and three other villages on 
the following terras: — He was to pay the 
land revenue plus 25 per cent, to the 
superior proprietor. In the next generation 
his successor was to pay an increase of 
one-fourth. In the third generation the 
payment was to be increased by one-fourth 
again. In the fourth generation it was to 
be increased by one-fourth again, and after 
four generations the under-proprietors were 
to obtain occupancy rights. Ajudhia Bakhsh 
Singh was allowed no rights of transfer. 
This adjudication was confirmed by the 
Financial Commissioner of Oudh by an 
order dated the 20th July 1869. Ajudhia 
Bakhsh Singh died, and was succeeded 
by Ranjit Singh. Ranjit Singh was 
succeeded by three sons Satrajit Singh, 
Lallan Singh and Narendra Bahadur 
Singh. On 26th July 1878 Satrajit Singh, 
Lallan Singh and Narendra Bahadur Singh 
executed a deed of usufructuary mortgage of 
the village of Pachhamgaon in favour of 
Manmatha Nath for Rs. 2,100. On 25th 
May 1914 Lallan Singh and the three 
sons of Narendra Bahadur Singh (Satrajit 
Singh having died without issue), plaintiffs 
Nos. 1 to 4, executed a lease for ten years in 
favour of plaintiffs Nos, 5 to 12 and autho- 
rised them to redeem the property. The 
suit for redemption was filed on 7th 
September 1914 in the Court of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge of Partabgarh. Redemp- 
tion was decreed on payment of Rs. 2,100. 
An appeal was filed against this decision 
to the District Judge. He dismissed the 
appeal. The mortgagees come here in 
second appeal. 

The learned Counsel for the appellants 
has not argued the appeal on the first, 
second and sixth grounds. We have to 
decide the third, fourth and fifth grounds 
pnly. We are concerned solely with the 


interpretation of some of the conditions of 
the deed of -6th July 1878. The first 
condition postpones redemption for 36 years. 
In no circumstances were the mortgagors 
entitled to redeem during the first 36 years 
of the existence of the usufructuary mort- 
gage. They were permitted to redeem 
under the terms » of the deed during the 
next 14 years. The first condition conti- 
nues that the mortgagee after paying cer- 
tain charges (the nature of which will be 
considered later) is to rotain the profits 
of the property mortgaged in lieu of 
interest at 12 per cent, per annum on the 
principal sum, that is to say, in lieu of 
Rs. 252 a year. When the period for 
redemption arose the mortgagors were to 
pay off the entire principal (mortgage- 
money!. The condition concludes with the 
statement that at the time of redemption 
the mortgagors shall not have any claim 
over the mortgagee in respect of mesne 
profits of any sort and the mortgagee shall 
not claim anything by way of interest 
from the mortgagors. 

The second condition is ti the effect 
that, if the mortgagee should consider at 
any period that the transaction has become 
injurious to him, he may in lieu of the 
privileges afforded by the deed of usufructu- 
ary mortgage bring a suit for the recovery 
of his principal and interest at 12 per 
cent., after deducting the profits during 
his period of possession This condition 
clearly means that if the profits amount 
to less than interest at 12 per cent, on 
the principal, that is to say Rs. 252 a 
year, the mortgagee has a right to take 
a remedy against the mortgagors for the 
recovery of the principal and the balance 
of interest. The third condition is to the 
effect that, whatever profits the mortgagee 
may make over and above Rs. 252, he 
shall be permitted to retain. So far the 
conditions of the mortgage present no 
difficulty. The mortgagee is entitled to 
profits amounting to Rs. 252 and anything 
more that he may be able to make. If 
the profits are less than Rs. 252 he can 
sue for his principal and the balance due 
to him by way of interest. The fourth con- 
dition, however, introduces a variation quite 
inconsistent with the previous arrangement. 
It states that, if the mortgagee has to pay. 
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anything on account of boundary disputes, 
et cetera , or in case the Government revenue 
is enhanced at a subsequent settlement, or if 
the mortgagee is put to expenses owing 
to the claim of third parties, the amount 
of the loss which he may sustain should 
be added to the principal amount payable 
at the time of redemption. The first 
condition states very clearly that the 
amount payable for redemption is Rs. 2,100. 
Here we find a subsequent condition stating 
that in certain circumstances the amount 
payable for redemption may be more than 
Rs. 2,100. The fifth condition refers to 
the management of the mortgaged property 
by the mortgagee. The sixth condition 
states that, if the mortgage be not redeemed 
between the 37th and 50th year by the 
payment of the mortgage money, i. e. t the 
principal amount, the property shall be 
foreclosed. 


We are not concerned with the valid 
of the transfer or the validity of all th 
conditions. We are concerned only w 
the contention of the learned Counsel 
the appellants who has confined his arguim 
to two points. He claims in the fi 
instance that the plaintiffs shall pay, bef( 
they can redeem the mortgaged proper 
the amounts which were due to t 
superior proprietor over and above t 
actual land revenue and cesses paid 
Government during the years that t 
mortgagee had been in possession, and t! 
they must further pay before they c 
redeem the difference between the la 
revenue originally fixed and the la 
revenue as enhanced at a subsequent sett 
ment during the same period. 

The decision of the first 'point turns 

the interpretation of the word "malguzar 
in certain places in the deed. In oth 
places the word clearly refers to Gover 
ment land revenue. The learned Conn* 
for the appellants argues that in the phe 

where the plaintiffs do not admit that 

refers to land revenue, it also refers 
land revenue. The learned Counsel for tl 
respondents argues that in the p l ao 
where he does not admit that it does refer 
the land revenue the word means the amou 
which was due from the under-proprietors 
the superior proprietor. Now it is to ho not, 
that the under-proprietors do not pay la, 


revenue direct to the Crown. They pay 
a sum equivalent to the land revenue plus 
an additional sum to the superior proprietor. 
The superior proprietor pays out of (his 
sum what i9 due to the Crown on account 
of land revenue and retains the remainder 
for his own use. The word “ malguzar i” 
(although it usually means an amount 
paid to the Crown) is susceptible of the 
meaning which the learned Counsel for the 
respondents desires that we should place 
upon it, and we are of opinion that the 
view taken by the lower Courts upon 
this point, which is supported by the 
learned Counsel for the respondents, is 
correct. If the other view be taken the 
transaction would be unconscionable to a 
degree. The mortgagors would have been 
surrendering the profits of the village, 
should they amount to Rs. 252 or more, 
and in addition were agreeing to pay, 
according to the statement of the learned 
Counsel for the appellants, a sum of some 
Rs. (391 more out of their own pocket to 
the superior proprietor. If the profits of 
the village were less than Rs. 252 the 
mortgagors had to make up the amount. 
They were thus giving up all the profits 
and in addition were saddling themselves 
with a liability to pay Rs. 691 a year and 
were getting in exchange the use of 
Rs. 2,100. On our calculations they would, 
if this view were adopted, have been 
Paying something like -15 per cent, or 
more for the use of the money if they 
kept those conditions, and were to con- 
tinue to pay this amount for 36 years 
before they could redeem. The fact that 
1110 bargain is unconscionable would afford 
no reason for holding that it was not 
intended by the parties if the terms are 
o ear. But, where a word is used capable 
ot more than one interpretation, a Court is 
jcatihed in adopting the interpretation 
Which is consistent with the existence of 
a contract such as persons of ordinary 
intelligence would make and rejecting the 
intei pretation which involves the acceptance 
o a contract such as no sensible person would 

1 e y to ftc * ee to - We hold, therefore, 
m ie word malguzari ” in the passages 

in question means the amount payable to 
tlie superior proprietor, and it follows 
* a a ^eesssry consequence thftt tbe mortgage* 
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under the terms of the deed was liable to 
pay this amount. 

The next point for decisiou is with regard 
to the enhanced Government revenue. We 
should have found ourselves confronted with 
a difficulty, had it been established that the 
increase in Government revenue had reduced 
the profits of the mortgaged property to 
less than Rs. 252, for, had such been the 
oase, we should have had to decide whe- 
ther to give effect to the first and sixth 
conditions of the deed, which explicitly state 
that redemption can take place for Rs. 2,100, 
or to the fourth condition which suggests 
that in certain circumstances redemption 
could only be obtained by the payment of 
a larger sum. The two positions are con- 
tradictory and it is impossible in our opi- 
nion to reconcile them. But we are relieved 
from the ' necessity of deciding what should 
be done in such an eventuality, for no 
eventuality has arisen which would justify 
us iu increasing the amount, even if we 
were ready to accept the fourth condition 
as binding. We interpret the fourth con- 
dition to mean that, if owing to an en- 
hancement of Government revenue the profits 
of the mortgaged property becomes less than 
Rs, 252, the mortgagors must make good 
the deficiency in profits at the time of re- 
demption. The learned Counsel for the ap- 
pellants does not, however, suggest that 
the profits have ever been less than Rs. 252. 
He recognises the fact that there is 
no evidence to show that there has been 
any deficiency, and frankly admits that, 
as far as he knows, the profits have always 
been more than Rs. 252. The contention for 
which he argues is that, even though the 
profits have not been less than R 9 . 252 in 
any year, his clients are entitled to recover 
the difference between the old land revenue 
and the new. We do not interpret the con- 
dition as he would have us interpret it. We 
consider that this condition lays down that, 
if the profits be less than Rs. 252 through 
an enhancement of revenue or other causes, 
the mortgagors must make up the deficiency 
at the time of redemption and as the profits 
have never been less than Rs. 252 this clause 
can clearly have no effect. 

These are the only points that have been 
argued. We dismiss this appeal. The ap- 


pellants will pay their own costs and those 
of the respondents. 

Appeal dismissed. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. -All of 1915. 

August 15, 1916. 

Present : - Mr Lindsay, J. C. 

MAHESH CHARAN and another — 
Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

Nawab Mirza MUHAMMAD BAQAR ALI 
— Defendant — Respondent. 

Decree, settlement , construction of— Dhara dues — 
Talukdar, liability of. 

At the time of the first Regular Settlement the 
ex-proprietors of a village which had been included 
in a taluka got a decree against the talukdar for 
their right to receive dhara dues in the village: 

Held , that the talukdar was liable under the 
settlement decree to render the said dues to the 
ex-proprietors, whether lie chose to collect them or 
not. [p. 46, col. 2.] 

Appeal from the decree of the District 
Judge, Sitapur, dated the 27th July 1911, 
reversing that of the Muusif, Sitapur, 
dated the 30th April 1915. 

Mr. Muhammad Wasim , for the Appel- 
lants. 

Seyad Nabi Ullah , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — The decision of this case 
turns upon the interpretation of a decree 
which was passed at the time of the first 
Regular Settlement in a suit brought by the 
predecessors in-interest of the present plaint- 
iffs-appellants. It appears from the docu- 
ments on the record, Exhibits 1, 3 and 4, 
that at the time of the first Regular Settle- 
ment two persons Rai Rudra Prasad and 
Lachbmi Narain brought a suit against the 
talukdar , claiming to have their right to 
certain manorial dues established with res- 
pect to a village called Rampur Bhawana. 
Exhibit 1 is a copy of the plaint which 
was filed in that suit and from this docu- 
ment it is made to appear that Rai Rudra 
Prasad and his co-plaintiff represented that 
they had been the old proprietors of this 
village. It was stated that some years prior 
to annexation the village had become in- 
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eluded in the defendant’s taluka, but it 
was at the same time asserted that not- 
withstanding this inclusion in the talnka 
these plaintiffs had been receiving various 
dues and also a cash nankar allowance 
from the talukdar. The suit was tried 
out and a decree was given in favour of 
these plaintiffs on a confession of judgment 
made by the agent of the talukdar who was 
examined on oath. A copy of his statement 

is Exhibit No. 3. Exhibit No. 4? is a copy 
of the decree which was passed. Among 
the items of dues specified in the plaint and 
also mentioned in the decree was one which 
is described by the name of dhara. It ap- 
pears that this dhara consists of the right 
to receive half a seer out of every maund 
of grain produced in the village. Various 
other items were decreed, such for example 
as the right of fishery and the right to receive 


bundles of grass and to gather wild rice, etc. 
r j he decree was passed against the talukdar 
alone. The present suit has been brought 
by the plaintiffs appellants who represent 
}ths of the interest which accrued to 
llai Kudra Prasad and Lachhmi Narain under 
the settlement decree. The suit was framed 
as a suit for recovery of money, the sum 
demanded by the plaintiffs being Rs. 139-12-0. 
They alleged that they had not re- 
ceived their dhara dues from the defendant 

during the years 131S to 1321 Fast is . It 
was stated in the plaint that up till the 
year 1309 Fasti this village of Rampur Bha- 
wana had been a grain-rented village, that 
in the year in question the grain rent had 
been commuted into cash rent and it was 
for this reason that the appellants laid their 
suit as a suit for money, their case being 
that they were entitled to a certain per- 
centage of the rent equivalent to the 
ratio between half a seer and one maund. 

The Court of First Instance decreed [the 
claim. The Lower Appellate Court has 
dismissed the claim, being of opinion 
that the talukdar was r.ot liable to 
pay anything to these plaintiffs on account 
of dhara dues. The view taken by the learned 
District Judge appears tu have been that 
although the plaintiffs’ predecessors- in- 
interest acquired a right to theso dues, they 
could only enforce that right against the 
tenants in the village and not against the 
talukdar. The learned Judge said that the 


talukdar was not the agent of these plaintiff 8 
for the purpose of collecting these due 3 
and accounting for them to the plaintiffs- 
He seems, therefore, to have thought that the 
only remedy for the plaintiffs in order to 
recover these dues was to proceed against 
the tenants. This view is clearly wrong, 
when it is remembered that the tenants 
were no parties to the settlement decree. 
That decree was obtained against the talukdar 
only and he is undoubtedly bound byitsterms. 
The defendant-respondent contested the case 
on every imaginable ground and one of 
the pleas was that these dues had not been 
collected in the village for some time. The 
learned District Judge seems to have come 
to the conclusion that this part of the de- 
fendant’s story was true; but at any rate 
it is clear from copies of the village papers 
which are on the record that the taking 
of these dues in this village is recognised, 
and it further appears that the tenants are 
liable to pay these dhara dues in addition 
to the regular rents they pay <o the pro- 
prietor. The whole question is whether or not 
the plaintiffs areentitlod under the terms of the 
settlement decree to enforce thoir demand 
against the talukdar in respect of these dues 
and whether the talukdar can avoid the 
liability by pleading or proving that he 
has not himself collected them. In my 
opinion the docision of the first Court is right 
and I think the talukdar is clearly liable 
under the terms of this decree to render 
these dues to the plaintiffs every year. If 
he chooses to collect the dues, well and good; 
if he does not choose to collect them he 
is still responsible to the plaintiffs for their 
payruont. The situation seems to me to be 
perfectly clear. The decree of the Settle- 
ment Court is, of course, not drawn up in 
a very artistic form but the intention of 
the Court which passed the decree is easily 
ascertainable. There seems to be no doubt 
that the predecossors-in-interest of these 
plaintiffs were tho ancient proprietors of 
this village. They managed to establish 
their proprietary rights at the time of the 
First Settlement; but inasmuch as the village 
had boon included in the sanad granted to 
tho talukdar it was not possible to restore 
them to proprietary possession. The decree 
which was passed in favour of these ex- 
proprietors and upon which the case of th$ 
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present plaintiffs is based, was obviously in- 
tended to secure to these ex-proprietors some 
compensation for their exclusion from the 
settlement and I look upon the terms of 
the decree in the same light as if the decree 
declared a rent charge in favour of these 
plaintiffs against the talukdar. The learned 
District Judge lays stress upon certain words 
contained in the decree, indicating that the 
then plaintiffs were to be entitled to exercise 
their rights without any interference on the 
part of the talukdar . If we look at the 
nature of the various items which were 
claimed in that suit, it is obvious what the 
extent of the application of these words 

bila muzahmat ” is. They would properly 
apply for example to the exercise of the 
plaintiffs’ right of fishery or of some cognate 
right; but the learned Judge was not I think 
entitled to fasten on these words and to 
deduce therefrom the conclusion that the 
plaintiffs themselves were given a right to 
go and collect these dhara dues from the 
tenants, subject only to the condition that 
the talukdar was not to interfere with them. 
As i have already mentioned, the decree 
could not bind any of the tenants in the 
village as they were no parties to the pro- 
ceedings. I am satisfied, therefore, that 
the plaintiffs are entitled to recover these 
dues from the defendant, whether the defend- 
ant chooses to collect them or not. As 
regards the amount which is payable it 
seems to be admitted now that the village 
has been cash-rented since the year 1309 
Fadi. The plaintiffs represent, as I have 
said, qths of the interest which was acquired 
by Rai Rudra Prasad and Lachhmi Narain 
under the settlement decree and taking into 
account the figures relating to the gross 
annual profits as found by the learned Dis- 
trict Judge, I find that the plaintiffs are 
entitled for the years in suit to Rs 125-2-3. 

The result, therefore, is that the appeal 
is allowed to this extent. The plaintiffs’ 
claim is decreed accordingly and they will 
have proportionate costs in all three Courts. 

Appeal allowed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Execution First Appeal No. 416 

of 1915. 

April 23, 1917. 

Present-. — Mr. Justice Tudball and 
Mr. Justice Rafique. 

BHARATH INDU and others — 
Decree-holders — Appellants 

versus 

Musammjt TILOK KUNWAR— 

— Respondent. 

Execution -Amendment of decree —Person not judg- 
ment-debtor made judgment -deb tor — Decree , whether 
can be executed aga inst such person. 

A suit for sale on a mortgage against G. and J. 
was decreed against G. alone. The mortgaged 
property proved insufficient to satisfy the decree 
aud an application was made for a personal 
decree under section 90 of the Transfer of Property 
Act as against G. alone and the decree was passed. 
On the attachment of certain property as the pro- 
perty of G., T. the widow of J. objected and got the 
property released. The decree-holder applied for 
the amendment of the decree to the effect that the 
name of T. might be added as judgment-debtor and 
got an ex parte order in his favour. He then applied 
for execution of the decree as against T. T. objected. 
The application was, however, dismissed as barred by 
time. On the decree-holder's appeal: 

Held , that apart from the question of limitation 
the Court below would have been fully justified in 
refusing to put the decree into execution on the 
simple gjround that the name of T. was fraudulently 
added to the decree without any decree having 
been passed against her. [p. 48, col. 2.] 

Execution first appeal against the decision 
of the Subordinate Judge, Mainpuri, dated 
the 16th of August 1915. 

FACTS appear from the judgment. 

Dr. Surendra Nath Sen , for the Appellants. 
— The point involved in this appeal is that 
an Executing Court canuot go behind the 
decree. The respondent’s name appears in 
the decree and she canuot now question the 
execution of the decree against her. Her name 
was added to the decree as the judgment- 
debtor on the 25th of March 1914. Notice 
was issued to her but returned unserved. 
Later on the notice was published in the 
Leader and on her failure to appear on the 
date fixed her name was entered as judgment- 
debtor. She cannot now come and object to 
the application for execution as she was 
made a party to the application for amend* 
ment. 

Mr. Gokul Prasad , for the Respondent, 
was not called upon. 

JUDGMENT. — The facts out of which this 
appeal has arisen are as follows: — In the year 
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1891 a suit for sale oo a mortgage was 
brought against two persons, Gobind bingh 
and Jagmohan Singh, the minor son of 
Raghubir Singh. Of these two persons 
Jagmohan Singh pleaded that he was no 
longer a member of the family as he had been 
adopted into another family and had no 
interest in the mortgaged property. On the 
18th of May 1892 the ease was decided and 
an er parte decree was granted against 
Gobind Singh who alone was held liable, and 
the suit as against Jagmohan Singh failed. 
In the decree it was set forth that if the 
mortgaged property was insufficient to satisfy 
the debt, the balance should be recoverable 
out of the other properties of the judgment- 
debtor who was the brother of Raghubir 
Singh. This decree was subsequently set 
aside, the suit was re heard and on the 13th 
of June 1816 it was decreed as against 
Gobind Singh alone. On the 12th of June 
1899 the decree was confirmed. On appeal 
on the 17th of July 1899 an order absolute 
was made, the mortgaged property was sold 
on the 22nd of March 1900 and the sale was 
confirmed on the 20th of July 1900. An 
application was made for a personal decree 
under section 90 of the Transfer of Property 
Act as against Gobind Singh alone. Either 
on the 22nd or 30th of September a decree 
was passed as against Gobind Singh alone 
and in execution of that decree certain pro- 
perty was attached. 

Musammat Tilok Kunwar, the widow of 
Jagmohan Singh, raised objection to the 
attachment on the ground that the property 
was hers and was not liable to sale in execu- 
tion of the decree. Her objection was 
allowed on the 4th of March 1911. No suit 
was brought by the decree-holder within the 
period of one year allowed by law and that 
order became final. On the 18th of Septem- 
ber 1911 the decree-holder made an applica- 
tion, ostensibly for amendment of the decree 
which he had obtained in September 1900 
against Gobind Singh. The application was 
to the effect that the name of Musammat 
Tilok Kunwar, the widow of Jagmohan Singh 
alias Man Kunwar, might be added in the 
decree as judgment-debtor. Notice was ap- 
parently issued but not served personally on 
the lady. A notification was then put in a 
local newspaper, the Leader, and an ex parte 
order was passed on the 25th of June 1913 

under which her name was added to the 


decree. On the 2nd of March 1914 an appli- 
cation for execution was made as against 
Tilok Kunwar. She objected. The lower 
Court disallowed the application on the 
ground that it was barred by time. The 
decree-holder appeals. There is no explana- 
tion of the order of the 25th June 19 3, nor 

can it be understood on what ground it was 
made. There was a decree as against 
Gobind Singh alone and that application 
could in no way be treated as an application 
for amendment of the decree. It is quite 
clear that Musammat Tilok Kunwar had no 
information of the application and the whole 
step appears to be a pure fraud. There is not 
in fact, and there has not at any time been, a 
decree against Tilok Kunwar which can be 
put into execution against her. In our judg- 
ment she was fully justified in coming into 
Court and objecting to the matter, she having 
been made a party to the application. Apart 
from the question of limitation the Court 
below would have been fully justified in 
refusing to put the decree into execution on 
the simple ground that the name of Mmam- 
mat Tilok Kunwar was fraudulently added 
to the decree without any decree having been 
passed against her. The appeal fails and is 
dismissed with costs, including fees ou the 
higher scale. 

A ppea I 1 1 ism issed . 


COURT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, 

UNITED PROVINCES. 

Revenue Petition No. 66 of 1915-16 of 
Bara Banki District. 

November 23, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Holms, S. M., and 
Mr. Campbell, J. M. 

SHANKAR KHAN DAT PURL — Applicant 

— Appellant 


versus 

SHEO SINGH AND ANOTHER — OPPOSITE 

Party — Respon dents . 

Landlord and tenant — Occupancy tenant , tchcther 
can relinquish rights without relinquishing land. 
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SHANKAR KHAN DAT PURI V. SHEO SINGH. 

Ail occupancy tenant cannot, without relinquishing 
the laud, relinquish his rights as occupancy tenant 
iu the land and still remain a tenant under some 
other tenure. 

Appeal against the order of the Com- 
missioner, Fyzabad, dated the 8th August 
1916, reversing that of the Deputy Com- 
missioner, Bara Banki, dated the 8th May 
1916, upholding that of the Assistant 
Collector, Bara Banki, dated 5th January 

1916. 

Babu Bisheshwar Nath Srivastava, for the 

Appellants. 

Babu Basdeo Lal y for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Holms, S. M. ( November 20, 1916). — This 

is an interesting case in which I am unable 

to accept the view of the law taken by 

the Commissioner. The facts may be stated 
briefly : — 

At settlement one Bhawani Puri got a 
decree that he was entitled to hold certain 
land at a rent of revenue plus 5 per cent. 
His successor and chela , Sheo Dat Puri, had 
some litigation with the lamhard ir and his 
title as an occupancy tenant was established. 
The respondents say that Sheo Dat Puri 
died in 1902. Apparently there was a 
dispute as to succession between two rival 
chelas, and one of these, Har Dat Puri, 
obtained an order for the entry of his name 
as occupancy tenant in succession to Sheo 
Dat. lo this litigation it is admitted that 
the zemindar was not a party. It seems, 
however, that Har Dat Puri had been 
assisted by the zemindar in the coutest and 
on the 13th November 1902 he entered into 
an agreement relating to certain property 
described as groves, offerings ( charhaica ) 
and sankalp , the plots in dispute being 
included in the sankalp In the agree- 
ment he said that he admits the z c mindars 
had a right to possession of all this pro- 
perty and that at the death of his guru 
they had possession of it and had given 
it to him and that they had a right to take 
it from him at any time. Har Dat Puri 
died on the 29th January 1914, . and two 
months later the present appellant applied 
for his name to be entered in the papers 
as his chela and successor to the occupancy 
rights. In the short interval of two months 


the zemindar had possession of the plots 
in suit other than the groves. As regards 
the groves, the result of the Commissioner’s 
order apparently was that the groves should 
be recorded in the name of the present 
appellant as occupancy tenant, which is 
somewhat inconsistent with the rest of his 
order. The Commissioner’s decision also 
mentions a house, but both sides admit 
that the house is not one of the plots in 
dispute. In the twelve years between the 
execution of the agreement and Har Dat 
Puri’s death the zemindar took no steps to 
turn out Har Dat Puri and the zemindar 
took no steps to have the entry in the 
khetauni corrected whereby Har Dat Puri 
was recorded as occupancy tenant. I have 
questioned the respondent and he says that 
between Sheo Dat Puri’s death and Har 
Dat Puri coming in he did not obtain 
possession of the land in dispute. So the 
statement in the agreement that the zemindar 
had obtained possession of the property 
does not seem based on fact. There was 
no relinquishment of the land under section 
20 of the Oudh Rent Act, and one of the 
questions which arises is— Can an occupancy 
tenant without relinquishing the land re- 
linquish his rights as occupancy tenant in 
the land and still remain as a tenant under 
some other tenure? 1 should be loath to 
accept this contention, for it would undoubted- 
ly open the door to fraud. The nature 
of the tenure created by the agreement, 
were it to hold good, is by no means clear, 
and it is argued that even under it Har 
Dat Puri remained an occupancy tenant 
though he agreed that the zeminda r s could 
take the land from him at any time. If 
this is the effect of the agreement it is 
certainly waste paper once he died and could 
not affect the right of his successor. It 
might be urged that as section 4 doe 3 not 
apply to the case of an occupancy tenant, 
he is at full liberty to contract himself out 
of the Act. Even so I am by no means 
sure that the agreement had the effect of 
putting an end to Har Dat Puri’s occupancy 
tenure, and the fact of the zemindar's long 
acquiescence in the record of his name as 

occupancy tenant seems to support this 
view. 

I would set aside the order of the Com- 
missioner and restore that of the Assistant 
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Collector, respondents paying costs through- 


out and Rs. 10 Pleader’s fees. 

Campbell, J. M. — I agree. 

Appeal allowed . 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Appeal No. 13 of 1916. 

August 31, 1916. 

p resen t : — Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt., aud 
Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 

A. S. S. SUliBAlYA PANDARAM— 
Plaintiff — A r pell ant 

versus 

MAHAMAD MUSTAPHA MARACA- 

YAR AND OTHERS — DEFENDANTS — 

Respondents. 

Trust — Purchase of trust properties in Court sale — 
Purchaser, whether can assign for value — Limitation 
Act (IX of 1908), s. 10 —“Assign for valucable con - 
sidcration" — Receiver, possession of, nature of — Adverse 
possession — Trespassers in succession — Title to pi opcrtics, 
bg whom acquired. 

One 8. acquired large properties in the salt trade, in 
1894 by an instrument of deed of trust ho endowed 
certain charities with some properties and directed 
that a sum of Rs. 144 should be spent every year on 
account of the charity and directed the members of 
his family to act as trustees. In 1895 lie died and 
A., one of his sons, succeeded as trustee. In execution 
of a decree obtained against A. for debts duo from 
his father the charity properties were attached and 
brought to sale. The lirst defendant bocame the 
purchaser and was in possession ever since 1898. In 
1913, A. was removed from his trusteeship and If. 
was appointed in his place. In a suit by 1>. <o 
recover possession of the properties on behalf of the 
charities: 

Held, (l) that the suit was barred by limitation; 
[p. 55, col. 1.] 

(2) that the power to apply Rs. 144 every year 
towards the charity properties was not a proprietary 
interest in the property alienated which could pass 
to an alienee but was only a power which the 
trustee had to exercise from time to time, fp 52 
col. 2.] ’ 

A purchaser in Court auction is an “assign for 
valuable consideration” within the meaning of section 
10 of the Limitation Act, although he knows ho is 
purchasing trust properties in which his alienor has 
only a limited interest, [p. 52, col. 2; p. 54, col. 1.1 


The omission of the words ‘good faith’ from section 
10 of the Limitation Acts of 1877 and 1908 is a 
clear indication that an “assign for valuablo con- 
sidcration” under that section need not have acted 
i u ‘V 0 od faith”; it is enough if he pays valuable con- 
sideratiou. That intention is also clear from Article 
134 of Schedule I of the Limitation Act. That 
Article does not apply to the case of a purchaser in 
Court auction, [p. 52, col. 2; p 54, col. l.J 

So long as the legal title is transferred to tho pur- 
chaser and possession given to him, whether such 
title is transferred by virtue of tho legal estate 
vesting in the trustee or mortgagee or by virtue of a 
speciaf power, the transferee can take advantage of 
Article 134. So far as alienation of trust property 
is concerned there is no distinction between a private 
trust and a charity, [p. 54, col. 1.] 

The possession of a Receiver must be regarded as 
possession on behalf of the party entitled to the 
property as dually settled in tho suit and where 
the suit is against a defendant who was in posses- 
sion and is dismissed, the possession! of the Receiver 
must be regarded as on beluilt of the defendant and 
it does not suspend the operation of adverse posses- 
sion. [p. 54, col. 2. j 

Where there are successive independent'* tres- 
passers who have been continuously iu possession 
fur the statutory period, the first trespasser gets the 
f itlo and not the last who is in possession at tho 
time when the title of the real owner is extin- 
guished. [p. 55, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Court of 
the Temporary Subordinate Judge, Tanjore, 
in Original Suit No. 61 of 1914. 

FACTS appear from the judgment. 

Messrs. T. R. Ramachandra Aiyar and (V. 
S. Ramachandra Aiyar, for the Appellant. — 
There is no limitation as against a fraudulent 
trustee. In case of fraud section IS of the 
Limitation Act applies: Abhiram Goswami 
Mohatit v. Shyama Charan Nandi (1/. 

Where a trustee having no power transfers, 
what is transferred is only the trustee’s in- 
terest: Radhanath Doss v. Gisborne Co. (2); 
Ram Churn Tcwary v. Protap Chandra Dutt Jha 
(3); lswar Shyam Chand Jin v. Ram Kanai 
Ghusc (4); Narasaya Udpa v. Venkataramana 

(1) 4 lml. Cas. 449; 36 1. A. 148; 36 C. 1003; 10 C. 
L. J. 284; 6 A. L J. 857; 11 Bom. L. R. 234; 19 M. 
L. J. 530; 14 C. W. N. 1 (1\ C.). 

(2) 14 M. I. A. 1 at p. 15; 15 W. R. 24 (1\ C.); 6 B. 

L. R. 530; 2 Suth. P. C. J. 397; 2 Sar. P. C. J. 636; 20 
E. R. 687. 

(3) 2 C. L. J. 448. 

(4) 10 Ind. Cas. 683; 3S C. 526; 15 C. W. N. 417; 9 

M. L. T. 418; 8 A. L. J. 528; 13 Bom. L. R. 421; 14 C. 
L. J. 238; (1911) 2 M. W. N. 281; 21 M. L. J. 1145 
(P. C.). 
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Bhatta (5); Mahomed v. Ganapali (6), Kama - 
lathammal v. Krishna Pillai (7); Singaram 
Chettiar v. Kalyanasundaram Pillai (8), 
Tholasivga Mudali v. Nagalinga Chettij (9); 
Velayuthan Pillai v. Subharoya Pillai (10). 

In section 10 of the Limitation Act 
assign for value” does not include a fraudu- 
lent transferee, one who knew he was 
purchasing only a limited interest. 

The suit is based on promissory title. I had 
a promissory title for three years and I had 
been disturbed by the Receiver and I was 
a minor. It was a cause of action against 
a minor. Receivership is not alleged in the 
plaint. Possession of a Receiver is for the 
person rightly entitled. Sarala Siindar Dasi 
v. Sarada Prosad <SW(11). 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. Rangachariar i Messrs. 
N. M. Malim Saheb and A . V. Visivanadha 
Sastri, for the Respondents. 

[Srinivasa. Aiyanciar, J.— What we want 
you to say is that when your client knew it 
was trust property and purchased it in that 
belief, what is its effect?] 

The argument on the other side is that 
nobody is a purchaser for value, if he is not 
a bona fide purchaser for value. Section 10 
says that he must not be an assign for 
valuable consideration. Section 18 uses the 
words other than in good faith and for 
valuable consideration”. Section 14 says 
prosecuting in good faith.” Wherever the 
Legislature wants good faith” it expressly 
says so. Act [X of 1871 uses the words 
in good faith” in connection with a 
purchaser. Act IX of 1871 Artiole 134, 
the words are in good faith.” The omission 
is deliberate, having regard to the substantive 
law on the subject. See section 64 of Act 


II of 1882; Prasanna Venkatachclla v. Collector 
of Trichinopoly (12). The case of Ixadhanath 
Doss v. Gisborne Co. (2) turned upon the 
construction of section 5 of Act XIV of 1859. 
See also Damodar Das v. Lakhan Das (13); 
Madhu Sudan Mandal v. Radhika Prosad Das 

(14) ; Thiagaraja v. Rathnasabapathi Pillai 

(15) . 

Mr. G. S. Ramachandra Aiyar , for the 
Appellant, in reply. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an appeal by the 
plaintiff from the decree of the Subordinate 
Judge of Tanjore, dismissing the suit on 
the preliminary ground that it was barred by 
limitation. 

The case has not been fully tried and except 
where the facts are admitted we have to 
take the statements in the plaint as true 
for the present purpose. The facts which 
raise the question in dispute may be shortly 
stated. 

One Subbaiya Pandaram acquired large 
properties in a salt trade and settled certain 
of his properties in trust for charity by two 
instruments, dated 21st February 1890 and 
13th December 1894 and marked as Exhibits 
B and B1 in the case. He had an only son 
Arunachela, the 3rd defendant, and the plaint- 
iff is his son. Subbaiya Pandaram constituted 
himself the 1st trustee and after his death 
his descendants according to seniority were 
to be trustees hereditarily. The trustee for 
the time being had the power, if he was so 
inclined, to take Rs. 144 a year for his 
own use out of the income of the charity 
properties and this power he had to exercise 
within three months after the close of the 
year. These are the only material terms 
of the trust-deeds for the present purpose. 
Subbaiya Pandaram died in 1895 and after 
bis death a decree was obtained against 
Arunachela for a large sum said to be due 
from his father Subbaiya, and in execution 


(5) i6 !nd. eas. 53; 23 M. L. J. 260; 12 M. L. 1 
218; (1912) M. W. N. 870. 

(6) 13 M, 277; 4 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 905. 

(7) 8 Ind. Cas. 998; 20 M. L. J, 781; 9 M. L. T. 73. 

V 8 ) 26 Ind. Cas. 1; 1 L. W. 687; (1914) M. W. N 
735. 

(9) 32 Ind. Cas. 265; (1916) 1 11. W. N. 28; 3 L. IV 
iy. 

(10) 31 Ind. Cas. 398; 2 L. W. 989; 18 M. L. T. 424 
(1915) M. W. N. 873; 39 M. 879. 

(11) 2 C. L. J. 602. 


(12) 33 Ind. Cas. 45; 38 M. 1064. 

(13) 7 Ind. Cas. 240; 37 C. 885; 37 1. A. 147 14 0. 
W. N. 889; 12 C. L. J. 110; 20 M. L. J. 624; (1910) 
M. W. N. 303; 8 M. L. T. 145; 7 A. L. J. 791; 12 Bom. 

L. R. 632 (P. C.). 

(14) 16 Ind. Cas. 927, 16 C. L. J. 349; 17 C. W. N. 
873. 

(15) 6 Ind. Cas. 992; 34 M. 284; 20 M. L. J. 421; 8 

M. L. T. 134; (1910) M. W. N. 425. 
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of that decree the charity properties covered 
by both Exhibits II and B-l were attached 
as the personal property of Subbaiya. Ihe 
plaintiff objected to the attachment in the 
execution proceedings and on his objection 
being rejected instituted a regular suit to 
establish the right of the charity.. W bile 
that suit was pending, the properties were 
in execution sale and purchased by 
1st defendant who obtained posses- 
in March 1808, and he is in posses- 
down to this date. Arunachela 
removed from the trusteeship in July 
1013 and the plaintiff is now the trustee 
under the deeds of endowment. Ihe plaint- 
iff now sues as trustee of the charity to 
recover possession of the charity properties, 
on the ground that their sale for the payment 
of the personal debts of Subbaiya was void 
and that the 1st defendant acquired no title 
by bis purchase. He also charges the 1st 
defendant with knowledge that the pro- 
perties which he purchased were charity 
properties. He says he was a minor till 
within three years before the action was 
brought. In these circumstances the 1st 
defendant having admittedly been in pos- 
session for over twelve years at the time 
when the action was brought and the 
charity represented by the then lawful 
trustee, the 3rd defendant who was under 
no disability, having been out of possession 
for over twelve years, the question is 
whether the suit of the plaintiff is not barred 
by the Statute of Limitations. The plaintiff 
says no, and bis case is put by bis learned 
Pleader in four different ways. 

First he contends that the trustee 
time being is entitled to a beneficial 
to the extent of Rs. 144 a year out of the 
charity properties which can legally pass 
to an alienee and that the execution sale 
did, therefore, pass an interest to the 1st 
defendant which came to an end only on the 
removal of the 3rd defendant from the 
trusteeship and that, therefore, on the 
principle of the decision of the Privy Counoil 
in Abhiram GoswamV s case (1), as explained 
in Ncirasaya Udpa v. Venahtaramana Bhatta 
(5) and followed in Muthusamier v. Sree 
Srce Methanithi Swaviiyar Avergal (16) 
he was entitled to bring his action within 

(16) 19 Ind. Cus. G94; 25 M. L. J. 393; 13 M L T 
49 c ; (1913) M, Yi r . X. 581; 38 M. 356. ’ ‘ 


for the 
interest 


twelve years after he became trustee and 
that the possession of the 1st. defendant did 
not become adverse to him or to the 
charity till the beneficial interest of the 
3rd defendant, of which the 1st defend- 
ant was transferee, ceased. This conten- 
tion is, we think, untenable. Ihe Rs. 144 
which the trustee at his option is entitled 
to take, is not an interest in the charity 
properties which can pass to an alienee and 
by virtue of which the alienee has a right 
to hold possession of the charity properties 
during the period when the alienor remains 
a trustee. It is really in the nature of a 
power which the trustee has to exercise 
from time to time and the trustee for the 
time being has no proprietary interest in 
the trust properties. This is the view which 
the plaintiff himself took, ^for in paragraph 
4 of his plaint he says, “neither Subbaiya 
Pandaram nor his heirs have any pro- 
prietary right therein,” that is, in the charity 
properties. 

Next he contends that there was no limit of 
time for the institution of this suit and that 
section 10 of the Act applied. The argu- 
ment, if we understood right, was that the 
1st defendant was not an assign for valuable 
consideration, because though he is an assign 
and though he gavo valuable consideration, 
he was not an assign for valuablo con- 
sideration’ within the meaning of the section 
as he had knowledge at the time of his 
purchase of the true nature of the property 
and that it could not be sold for the payment 
of the private debt of the trustee; in faot, 
unless he acted with good faith an assign 
for consideration is not an assign for con- 
sideration within the meaning of the section. 
There is no warrant for the introduction 
of additional words to qualify the plain 
meaning of the section and when we remem- 
ber that the very words *in good faith’ 
which were found in the Limitation Acts of 
1871 and 1 8 5U wore deliberately omitted 
in the Act of 1877, this introduction becomes 
still less permissible. The only authority 
cited is a case reported as Bam Churn Tewary 
v. Pretap Chandra Dutt Jha (o). That 
decision was adversely critoised in a case 
reported as lxam Kauai Ghosh v. Raja 
Sri Sri Sri Hari Xarayan Singh Peo 


(17) 2 C. L. J. 545. 
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Bahadur (17), where Mookerjee, J., 
examines the provisions of section 10 and 
the cognate Article 134. We entirely agree, 
if we may say so with respect, with that 
exposition. It is true that in a case reported 
as Sing warn Ghettiar v. Kalyanasundaram 
Pillai (8), the learned Chief Justice and 
Mr. Justice Hannay said they were unable 
to follow this ruling of Mookerjee, J., as they 
thought that it appeared to be at variance 
with the decision of the Privy Council in 
Radhanath Boss v. G'sbome Co. (2) decided 
under the Act of 1859 and other decisions which 
followed it even after the words in good faith’ 
were omitted in the Acts of 1877 and 1908. 
This observation is merely operand a careful 
perusal of thejudgment of Mookerjee, J., shows 
that it is in no way inconsistent with the 
decision of the Privy Council or the other 
decisions which followed it, as we shall shew 
presently. Mr. Raraachandra Aiyar relied 
on this and certain other decisions of this 
Court as to the meaning of the word purchas- 
er’ occurring in Article 134 of the Act as 
throwing light on the meaning of the words 
‘assign for value’ in section 10; see Singaram 
Chsttiarv. Kalyanasundaram Pillai (b), Thola - 
singa Mudali v. Bagalinga Chetty (9). In 
these cases the meaning of the words 
‘puschaser’ as applied to a purchaser from 
a mortgagee was discussed. It is clear that 
an assignee merely of the mortgagee’s 
interest is not a purchaser within the 
meaning of the Article. It obviously means 
a person who purported to obtain an absolute 
title which the mortgagee purported to 
convey. Except in an English mortgage 
or a mortgage by conditional sale, the abso- 
lute title or the legal estate is not vested 
in the mortgagee; and except in a very 
limited class of mortgages the mortgagee has 
no power to sell the mortgaged property. 
(See section 69 of the Transfer of Property 
Aot.) If, therefore, the assignee from a 
mortgagee knows that his assignor is only 
a mortgagee and that he could under no con- 
ceivable circumstances dispose of the 
absolute title, as for instance, in the case 
of an ordinary usufructuary mortgagee of 
properties outside the towns specified in 
section 69 of the Transfer of Property 
Act, that assignee may not be a purchaser 
within the meaning of the Article. That 
is the utmost extent to which the cases 
take us. Lord Cairns delivering the judg- 


ment of the Privy Council in Radhanath Doss 
v. Gishorne Co. (2) said that a purchaser 
must mean 'some person who purchases that 
which de facto 1*9 a mortgage upon a re- 
presentation and in the full belief that it 
is not a mortgage but an absolute title’. 
It is to be observed that good faith’ is 
not said to be an element in the definition 
of ‘purchaser.’ That was another requisite 
required by the Act of 1859 to entitle a 
purchaser to take advantage of the shorter 
period of limitation prescribed by section 5 
of the Act; the ‘full belief’ need not be a 
bona fide belief. This is made quite clear 
at pages 17 and 19 of the report. At 
page 17 His Lordship says: Tn pleading 
a purchase for valuable consideration in this 
country, the very first averment in the plea is, 
that the person selling either was seized, or 
alleged that he was seized, for an absolute 
title, and then the plea goes on to say that 
being so seized, or alleging that he was so 
seized, he contracted to sell, and did sell 
and convey that absolute title, asserting it 
to be such, to the purchaser, who paid 
his money for that which was thus sold,” 
and at page 19 after considering the terms 
of the deed of transfer by the mortgagee 
to the purchaser, in that case, he says: 
“Their Lordships can find in this deed no 
evidence of a statement on the part of 
the vendor or of any belief on the part 
of the purchasers that the property of the 
Maheeanwan Estate was a property which 
the vendor claimed to hold by what we 
should call in this country a fee-simple 
title.” It will be seen that their Lordships 
nowhere say that if a transferee from a 
trustee or mortgagee knew that his vendor 
was a trustee or mortgagee he cannot be a 
‘purchaser’ within the meaning of section 
5 of the Act of 1859 corresponding to Article 
134. They merely U3e that fact as an 
element to be taken into consideration in 
determining the question whether in fact 
the transferee purported to purchase any- 
thing more than the mortgagee’s interest. 
It must be remembered that a mortgagee 
as such has a transferable beneficial interest 
in the mortgaged property while a trustee 
as such has no such interest, though a 
trustee may also be a beneSciary under 
the trust. Both in the case of a trustee 
and mortgagee the purchaser may have 
knowledge that his vendor is only a trustee 
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or mortgagee; but they may purport to 
transfer the absolute title in the exercise of 
a power of sale and the vendee may purchase 
it, knowing or having reason to believe 
that the trustee or the mortgagee was 
exercising that power mischievously or even 
fraudulently; at the same time he may 
bargain for and get a transfer of the absolute 
title. There can be no doubt that the 
purchaser in such a case obtains the sale 
in the full belief that what he is getting 
is a transfer of the absolute title, though 
at the same time he may know that if 
proceedings are taken against him he may not 
he able to retain his purchase; Article 134 
in fact assumes that the purchaser in 
possession could not resist a suit for recovery 
and that his title by purchase is not good. 
If good faith were required, the purchaser 


except in a very small number of cases 
(as for example where the transfer is made 
in the exercise of a power boda fide assumed 
to exist by both parties though in faot 
there is no such power) would get a good 
title without the assistance of any law of 
limitation. So long as the legal title is 
transferred to the purchaser and possession 
given to him, whether such title is trans- 
ferred by virtue of the legal estate vesting 
in the trustee or mortgagee or by virtue of 
a special power, the transferee can take 
advantage of Article 134. So far at any 
rate as alienation of trust property is 
concerned, there is no distinction between a 

n 1 1 ■. . . . _ ^ is matter. 

The deoision of the Privy Counoil in Damoda, 

Das v. Lakhan Das (13) appears to be 

conclusive. There the two disciples of a 

deceased Mahant divided the properties of 

the mutt, whioh were trust properties to 

their knowledge, the junior chela obtaining 

a portion. It was held that the possession 

ot the junior chela was adverse to the 

senior chela and the trust whioh he 

represented and the title of the charity 

was barred after twelve years of such 

possession. We - must, therefore, disallow 
this contention. 


of T the i"f * T; te, ' t ' 0, “ is that the possession 

of the 1st defendant was not continuous 
twelve years. It was said that in a 
previous suit between the parties (to which 

we shall have to refer hereafter on another 

point) the 1st defendant was appointed 


Receiver by the Court and that during 
the period when the 1st defendant was in 
possession as Receiver, his possession could 
not be said to have been adverse to the 
trust. In the first place there is no 
allegation in the plaint that the 1st defend- 
ant ever lost his possession after he got 
it in March 1898. Whether this so-called 
interruption was before the 1st defendant per- 
fected his title by twelve years’ possession or 
after, we do not know. As to the terms 
and conditions on which the 1st defendant 
was appointed, there is no statement. 
Mr. Ramachandrier says that his client 
will supply all these omissions at the trial, 
but the question is not one of proof, but 
of pleading. Assuming, however, that the 
1st defendant was in possession as Receiver 
for some time during the pendency of the 
former suit, that suit having been ad- 
mittedly dismissed, the 1st defendant now, 
who was also the defendant in that suit, could 
not he said to have lost his possession during 
his Receivership. It is not contended that 
the 1st defendant quitted possession or lost 
possession and that nobody was in posses- 
sion during that period so as to revive the 
possession of the trust as in the case of 
Trustees and Agency Company v. Short ( 1 8). 
The possession of the Court through the 
Receiver can only be on behalf of the party 
entitled as finally settled in that suit and as 
the suit was dismissed, the possession must 
he deemed to have been on behalf of the l9t 
defendant himself, he being the successful 
party. 

These are the points taken in respect of 
the claim of the plaintiff as the lawful trustee 
of the charity in succession to Arunachela, his 
father, who had been removed from the 
trusteeship in 1913. Article 131 of the 
Limitation Act lias been held by this Court 
to ho inapplicable to a purchaser in Court, 
auction, AJuimrd Kntti v. Raman Rambudri 
(19). Wei mve held that section 10 does 
not apply. 'The only other Articles applicable 
are Article 142 or 144. Whichever Article 
applies, the 1st defendant having been in pos- 
session without any title whatsoever (for the 
case uf the plaintiff is that the execution sale 
was absolutely void and conveyed no title 

d«) (1S8N) 13 A. C. 793: 58 L. J. P. C. 4; 59 L, T. 
G77; 37 W. R. 433; 53 J. P. 132. 

(19) 25 M.99; 11 M. L. ,T. 323. 
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whatever to the 1st defendant) the title 
of the trustee Arunachela and of the charity 
which he represented was extinguished 

\_Damodar Das v. Lakhan Das (13) J. The 
plaintiff as a successor has no fresh cause of 
action. The plaintiff’s suit then as the 
successor of Arunachela in the trusteeship 

fails and must be dismissed. 

But the plaintiff contends— that is the 
fourth point argued by Mr. Ramachandrier— 
that he has put forward an alternative claim 
to the possession of the lands on the ground 
of his prior possession, even when Arunachela 
was the trustee, and that the 1st defendant 
in fact dispossessed him when he (the 
1st defendant) obtained delivery in March 
1898 and inasmuch as he, the plaintiff, 
was a minor at the time of the disposses- 
sion and within three years of the institu- 
tion of the suit, his claim to recover 
possession, treating his prior possession as 
the root of his title, is not barred. This 
raises an interesting question as to the 
rights of successive independent trespassers 
who have been continuously in possession, 
if and when the title of the real owner 
is extinguished. The weight of authority 
is in favour of the view that in such a 
case the first trespasser gets the title and 
not the last who was in possession at the 
time when the title of the real owner 
became extinguished. It is now well settled 
that a person in possession without a 
title has the right to maintain his posses- 
sion against all the world except the 
rightful owner; that he can sue in eject- 
ment and recover possession - not merely 
in trespass — from any person who sub- 
sequently dispossesses him, unless the latter 
is the real owner or claims under him or 
justifies under his authority ; proof by the 
defendant that the real title was outstand- 
ing in a third party would be no defence. 
In fact the prior possession is itself a 
root of title and the prior possessor has 
all the rights of a true owner except, of 
course, against the owner himself: see 
Asher v. Whitlock (20), where Doe y. Barnard 

(21) is explained; Perry v. GUssold (22), 

(20) (1866. I Q. B. 1; 35 L. J. Q. B. 17; 11 Jm\ 
(n. s.) 925: 13 Ti. T. 254; 14 W. R. 26. 

(21) (1849) 13 Q. B. 945; 18 L. J. Q. B. 306; 13 
Jur. 915; 116 E. R. 1524; 78 R. R. 564. 

(22) (1907) A. C. 73; 76 b. J. P- C, 19; 95 L. T. 

90: 23 T. L. R. 232. 


Sundar v. Parbati (23), Narayana Bow v. 
Dharmachar (24). It is equally well settled 
that the effect of the extinction of the 
title of the real owner is not to transfer 
that title to**the person in possession at 
the time of such extinction, though it is 
sometimes said that the adverse possessor 
for the requisite period obtains a title by 
statutory transfer. Section 28 of the 
Limitation Act like section 34 of 3 and 
4 Will. IV, Ch. 27, merely extinguishes 
the title of the real owner, aud the person 
iu possession who had a right to retain 
that possession against all but the real 
owner in consequence of the extinction of 
the title of the real owner cannot be 
ousted thereafter even by the real owner 
and in that sense acquires a title by 
Statute; but it is not an involuntary transfer 
by Statute of the estate of the rightful 
owner, though the title acquired by the 
trespasser may have the same . legal 
character as that lost by the rightful 
owner (See Dart’s "V endors and Purchasers, 
Volume I, page 473) cf. Tichborne v. Weir 

(25) with In re Nisbet and Potts ’ Contract 

(26) . From this it follows that if a prior 
possessor had a right to eject a subsequent 
trespasser so long as the title of the 
rightful owner was outstanding, that right 
could not oease to exist because that title 
becomes extinct by lapse of time. If then 
the prior possessor can eject the subsequent 
trespasser the title must be in the first 
trespasser unless, of course, the subsequent 
trespasser had obtained a title by adverse 
possession against the previous trespasser. 
This is the view taken by Sir F. Pollock 
(see page 9 > of his Essay on Possession), 
by Dart (Vendors and Purchasers, page 
474), by Mr. F. H, Carson (Real Property 
Statutes, page 80) and by Mr. Lightwood, 
(Possession of Land, page 275). The case 
of Asher v. Whitlock (20) appears to decide 
this very point as will be seen from the 
various dates given in the report. The 
title of the real owner appears to have 
become extinguished by the lapse of twenty 
years when the widow of the original possessor 


(23) 12 A. 51; 161. A. 186; 5 Sar. P. C. J. 448; 6 
Inch Dec. (n. s ) 782 (P. C.). 

(24) 26 M. 514. 

(25) (1893) 67 L. T. 735; 4 R. 26. 

(26) ( 1906) 1 Ch. 386; 75 L. J. Ch. 238; 54 W, R 
?86; 94 L. T. 297; 22 T. b. R. 234. 
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dissented from in 
where Cockburn, 
of the Rolls may 


(who had married again) and her second 
husband were in possession; at that time 
she had no title to remain or retain 
possession as her interest ceased by her 
second marriage and her daughter was 
the person entitled. The daughter’s heirs 
succeeded in ejecting the second husband 
of the widow, which they could not have 
done if the title vested in the widow or 
her second husband, who were the sub- 
sequent trespassers in possession at the 
time when the title of the real owner 
was extinguished. The passage from Pollock 
on Possession was cited with approval by 
Lindley, L. J. (as he then was) in 
Dalton v. Fitzgerald (27). The only 
authority against this view are some 
observations of Lord Romilly in Th'.r.m v. 
Gay fere (28', from which it appears His 
Lordship was of opinion that in law the 
person last in possession would acquire 
the legal title. The actual decision in the 
case does not touch the present question. 
These observations were 
Asher v. Whitlock (20) 

C. J., said, “The Master 
be right in equity, but I doubt his being 
right in law.” It appears that when the 
Limitation Bill of 1877 was drafted, it was 
proposed to add a section dealing with 
this matter but it was dropped (see Mitra, 
Volume I, page 445). On principle and 
on the authorities we think the plaintiff 
had a right to recover possession on his 
title based on his prior possession, and 
that right is not barred if the facts are 
as alleged by him. Mr. Rangachariar, 
however, contended that though this may 
be so in a case where the plaintilf claims 
the property beneficially, in this case as 
he sues to recover the property for the 
chanty and inasmuch as the charity is 
barred by reason of the twelve years’ adverse 
possession suffered by the lawful trustee, 
the plaintiffs suit is barred. We think 
h. a is not correct. Kor the purpose of 
• m, tat, on the plaintiff must be taken to 
be suing for a personal right, though no 
doubt ,f he recovers possession of the 
properties he may have to hold then, 
for the ohanty. The charity is barred 

(27) (1897) 2 Ch. scat p c (u . .... . . ed 

L. T. 700; 45 W R. 085. “ ' ° ' L * 0,1 C0 L 

(28) (1858) 17 Beav. 421; 28 l i ri 

iCi*. nn n t* r** ^ •!. I I 


70 


/0P7; 09 R. R. 218, 


0°; 51 K |* 


and can be barred only when its 
trustee or the manager is barred, as 
the charity can sue only through a natural 
person [see Jagadindra Nath Boy v. Hemarda 
Kumar i Deld (29)]. Mr. Rangachanar did 
not contend that, as the 1st defendant 
obtained possession claiming under a sale 
in execution of a decree against the then 
trustee, (which sale must on the allegations 
in the plaint be taken to be a nullity) 
the 1st defendant could have resisted 
any suit for possession by the plaintiff by 
virtue of his prior possession. 

This conclusion of ours would necessitate 
a remand of the suit for a trial of this 
claim. But Mr. Rangachariar contends 
that as this very claim based on prior 
possession was put forward as a ground 
of claim in a previous suit, Original Suit 
No. H of 1907, between the same parties, 
where also the present plaintiff asked for 
the same reliefs as he asks now and as 
that suit was dismissed, the present claim 
is barred by the former adjudication. 
Although this question was not dealt with 
by the lower Court, in order to avoid 
delay we decided to hear parties on this 
point in appeal ai.d dispose of it here as 
the question is one of pure law. It 
depends entirely on the effect of the former 
judgment, Kxhibit G. The plaint in the 
suit has also b< on read to us by the 
appellant and we find the mateiial portions 
correctly set out in the judgment G. In 
paragraph 12 of the plaint in that suit 
the present plaintiff in setting out his 
various titles for the reliefs claimed there set 
up this very title of prior possession. The 
only relief asked for was possession of the 
properties sued for from the present defend* 
ants Nos. 1 and 2, who were also defendants 
Nos. 1 and 2 in that suit. The father Aruna- 
chela was made a party but no relief was 
asked against him and no relief by way of 
recovery of possession could possibly be 
asked as admittedly he was not in posses- 
sion. The Subordinate Judge of Negapatam 
in whose Court that suit was tiled, the 
same Court in which the present suit also 
was instituted, held that the prior posses- 
sion of the plaintiff, even if true, gave 
him no cause . »f action to recover possession 



(29) 82 C. llh; 81 i 

7b ; 1 ,\. h. .1. 
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of the properties till that prior possession 
was perfected under the Statute of Limita- 
tion against the real owner, and disallowed 
the claim. Whether he was right or 
wrong in so holding, the decree dismissing 
the plaintiff’s suit based inter alia on that 
claim is res judicata , and obviously prevents 
the plaintiff from again putting forward 
the same claim. The appellant agrees that 
this may be so, but as in this case, 
Arunachela who was the lawful trustee 
was a party to that suit, that decision 
cannot be res judicata ; the argument is 
that as the plaintiff cannot recover against 
the lawful owner by virtue of prior posses- 
sion and he having been a party to that 
suit, that decision was perfectly right and 
that that decision really held that the 
prior possession was not good as a root 
of title against a trespasser in the presence 
of the lawful owner. We are unable to 
accept this contention. It will be seen 
from the pleadings and the judgment in 
the previous suit, that though Arunachela 
was a party to that suit, he was only a 
nominal party ; not even a declaration of 
title against him was asked —not that this 
would make any difference for the application 
of the principle of res judicata. The cause of 
action on the claim of prior possession 
was against the parties in possession and 
against them alone and it is against them 
that the suit was dismissed. We, therefore, 
think that this claim was not available to 
the plaintiff in the present suit. 

Mr. Ramachandrier also contended that 
the respondent is not entitled to take 
this point now as he did not raise it in 
his written statement and if he had 
raised it then, the appellant might have 
avoided the plea by pleading fraud, negligence 
or other ground of avoidance of the 
previous judgment. There is no basis for 
this . contention. For the defendants have 
pleaded this very judgment as res judicata 
in paragraph 17 of their written statement 
and an issue (issue No. 10) has been 
raised on this. The plaintiff never pleaded 
that the previous judgment was not binding 
on him. We must, therefore, dismiss the 
appeal with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 

Y. R. F. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Civil Miscellaneous Application No. 1S5 

of 1916. 

June 20, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Stuart, J. C. 

KASHMIRI BANK, Ltd., FYZABAD — 

Applicant 

versus 

Rai GOKUL CHAND Bahadur and 
others — Opposite Party. 

Companies Act (I 'll of 1913), s. 153 — Creditors and 
share -holders , meeti ng of —A r range ment — Accept a nee 

by creditors not present at meeting , effect of 

Majority. 

In a meeting held under the provisions of section 
153 of the Companies Act, the written acceptance of 
the arrangement by those share-holders and creditors 
who are not present, either in person or by prow, 
cannot be taken into consideration to make up tin- 
majority in number representing three-fourths in value 
of the share-holders and creditors, [p. 58, col. 1.] 

Application under section 1 53, Act VII 
of 1913 (Indian Companies Act), instituted 
on the 12th April 1916. 

Mr. S. N. Sinka, for the Applicant. 

Babus Ishwari Prasad, CJirja Saran Lai 
and Lachhman Prasad Varma, for the Opposite 
Party. 

JUDGMENT. — An application was made 
by certain Directors of the Kashmiri Bank, 
Limited, a registered Company which had 
its registered office at Fyzabad, on 31st 
January 1916 to Mr. Lindsay, Judicial Com- 
missioner, Oudh, under the provisions of 
section 153 (1) of the Indian Companies 
Act of 1913, requesting that the Court 
might order a meeting of creditors and 
share-hilders of the Bank to consider an 
arran 2 ement for private liquidation. The 
Judicial Commissioner passed an order on 
2nd February 1916 directing that such a 
meeting should beheld on 3rd April 1916. 
That meeting has since been held and this 
Court is now asked to sanction the arrange- 
ment at which that meeting arrived. Certain 
objections have been taken. 

I 6nd that there was unfortunately a 
fatal flaw in procedure which has vitiated 
the proceedings of that meeting. Section 
153 i2) of the Indian Companies Act of 
1913 lays down that befo e a Court can 
sanction such an arrangement, it must be 
approved by a majority in number represent- 
ing three-fourths in value of the creditors 
or class of creditors, or members, or class of 
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members, as the case may be, present either 

in person or by proxy at the meeting. On 
looking at the facts I find that there were 

present six share-holders, five in person and 

one by proxy, who represented 320 shares 
out of 5,000 shares and there were further 
present eleven persons who stated that they 
held fixed deposits to the value, as far as 
can ascertain, of R«. 10,218-7-5 out of a tota 
amount of fixed deposits to the value ot 
Rs. 97,231-7-6. I car. not trace two of the 
persons so present as holding any fixed 
deposits at all. This may possibly be due 
to misdescription of their names, but in any 
circumstances it may he taken that at the 
outside the persons holding fixed deposits 
who were present at the meeting did not 
repre-ent more than Rs. 20,000 out of the 
total sum of Rs. 97,231-7-6. There are 
further holders of Savings Bank deposits 
aggregating Rs. 2,950-11-6. None of these 
persons were present. There were thus in 
all eleven alleged holders of fixed deposits 
present in person. No holders of fixed 
deposits were present by proxy. It is clear 
that the majority representing three-fourths 
in value of creditors present either in person 
or by proxy was not obtained. The learned 
Counsel in support of the petition has urged 
that many other creditors who were not 
present in person or by proxy wrote to say 
that they were ready to accept the arrange- 
ment, and that if the amount of the hold- 
ings of these creditors be added to the 
amount of the holdings of those present, the 
requisite majority will bo obtained. But 
unfortunately the provisions of the section 
do not provide for the inclusion of holdings 
where the holders have neither been present 
in person or by proxy and the acceptance 
of the arrangement by such persons is of 
no effect. 

For the above reasons, I reject this ap- 
plication. It will, of course, be open to the 
Directors to come up again under section 
153 (1) asking for permission to hold an- 
other meeting at which the same proposals 
can be put up, and then endeavour to ensure 
that the arrangement shall be accepted in 
sue!) a manner as will enable the Court, if 
it considers desirable, to sanction the same. 

The Bank will pay its own costs and 
those of the objeotors. 

Application rejected. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
First Appeal from Order No. 198 of 1916. 

March 27, 1917. 

Present : — Sir Henry Richards, Kt., 

Chief Justice, and 
Justice Sir P. C. Banerji, Kt. 
KALLU — Defendant - Appellant 


versus 

BHAG1RATH LAL and another — 
Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

\ccounts, suit for— Acknowledgment, suit on basis of , 
trhelher maintainable — Civil Procedure Cotie (Act V of 
j (j08), O. XIA rr. 23, 2o— Remand -Preliminary 

point— Decision on some issues -Order, proper. 

A suit for a sum of money due upon accounts, 
dated between the parties and for money lent, can lie 
,,nthe basis of a mere acknowledgment. []>. 59, col. 2 
W,ola Xath v. Net Rani , 3 A. .1. L. 800, A. W. N. 

( 1900) 185, followed. 

Under Order X LI, rnle 23, of the Civil Procedure 
Code, 1908, it is only when tho Appellate Court ro- 
versus tin' order of the Court of First Instance on a 
preliminary point that the suit should he remanded 

[p. 59, col. 2.J 

Therefore, where an Appellate Court decides some 
of t lie issues in a ease and leaves the other issues 
to he decided hv the Trial Court, the ease should 
he remanded under Order XL I, rule 25, and not 

r A * ^ 


1 . . / \ 


X' I I 
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First appeal from an order of the Addi- 
tional District Judge, Meerut, dated the 

12th September 1916. 

FACTS.— The plaintiffs brought a suit on 
the basis of bahi khatas. They alleged that 
defendant No. 1 as head of a joint Hindu 
family carried on a money-lending business 
with him; that in a certain year defendants 
Nos. 1 and 2 having admitted and accepted 
Rs. 585 as due by them on account of a debt 
under a bond executed by defendant No. 2 
struck a balance on the account book of tbe 
plaintiffs and having atlixed a stamp label, 
put their thumb impression to it; that sub- 
sequently defendant No. 1 used to borrow 
money, as parol debts; that on a subsequent 
date, defendant No. 1 after understanding 
tbe account and having found Rs, 1,611-8-0 
as due by him atlixed bis thumb impression 
on the stamp label; that finally on the 1st of 
August 1911 defendant No. 1 having ac- 
cepted Rs. 1,711-8-0 as due by him atlixed a 
stamp label and put bis thumb impression 
to the account book of tbe plaintiffs; and 
that after this date tbe defendant No. 1 
borrowed Rs. 142-12-0 on different dates, 
and tbe sums were entered in the plaintiffs’ 
account books. The plaintiffs, therefore, 
claimed Rs. 2,420-2-0. The defence was th*t 
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the suit was not legally maintainable; that 
the finger impressions had been obtained 
fictitiously and without payment of considera- 
tion; that the claim was barred by limita- 
tion and that defendants Nos. 2 to 7 were 
not liable. 

The Court of Frst Instance dismissed the 
suit on the ground that a mere acknowledg- 
ment could not form the basis of a suit. 
On appeal the lower Appellate Court held 
that the suit was maintainable. It further 
held that the thumb impressions had not 
been proved to have been obtained in the 
manner alleged by the defendants. The case 
was remanded under Order XLI, rule 23, 
Civil Procedure Code, for the decision of the 
third issue only. 

The defendants appealed to the High 
Court. 

Mr. Lakshmi Narayan , for the Appellant.— 
No suit can be maintained on the basis of 
a mere acknowledgment, unless such 
acknowledgment amounts to a new contract. 
The learned Judge is in error in assuming 
that the suit is based on the whole accounts. 
I rely on Gang a Prasad v. Ram Dayal (l). 
The facts of this case are very similar to 
the present case. The case of Bhola Nath v. 
Net Ram (2) is distinguishable. So far 
as the sum of Rs. 585 is concerned, it is 
clearly only an acknowledgment of the debt 
due from defendant No. 2. 

Moreover, the order of remand is defective. 
The Court of Frst Instance decided the case 
on a preliminary point. The lower Appellate 
Court has remanded the case for the trial 
of one issue only. No doubt it decided the 
other issues incidentally, but the defendants 
have been greatly prejudiced thereby. The 
case ought to have been remanded for the 
trial of • the issues left undecided by the 
first Court. 

Dr. Snrendra Nath Sen , for Mr. A 7 . Upadhya , 
for the Respondents, was not called upon. 

JUDGMENT. — This appeal arises out of 
a suit in which the plaintiffs olaimed a sum 
of money as being due upon accounts stated 
between them and the defendants and for 
money lent. The Court of First Instance dis- 
missed the suit apparently upon the sole 
ground that the suit could not be maintained 

on the entries in the bahi khata. It had 

(1) 23 A. 502; A. W. N. (1901) 150. 

(2) 3 A. L, J. 800; A. W. N. (1906) 185. 


framed three issues, namely (1) “Is the 
amount claimed due to the plaintiffs on ac- 
counts and did the plaintiffs obtain defend- 
ant Kallu’s finger impression on account 
1968-19 / 1 Sarnbat by way of farzi and with- 
out payment of consideration? (2) Is the 
whole claim or any part of the same barred by 
time ? (3). Are the defendants Nos. 2 to 7 
entitled to be exempted or are they liable 
for the amount claimed?” Witnesses had 
been called by both parties and it is quite 
clear that the learned Additional District 
Judge on appeal was against the defendants 
on all the issues except the third. The 
main contention was as to whether or not 
the plaintiffs suit lay as alleged in the 
plaint. The Court of First Instance on the 
authority of Ganga Prasad v. Ram Dayal (1) 
had dismissed the claim. The lower Appel- 
late Court overruled the objection and re- 
ferred to the later case of Bhola Nath v. 
Net ham (2). We think the lower Appel- 
late Court was correct in the view it has 
taken of the law, and we also agree with 
the reasons and think that the later author- 
ity is the one which should be followed in 
the present case. The present appeal com- 
plains that the Court ought not to have re- 
manded merely the third issue but ought, 
after deciding the preliminary point, to have 
remanded the entire case. There is some 
force in this contention. Under Order XLI, 
rule 23, it is only when the Appellate Court 
reverses the Court of First Instance on a 
preliminary point i hat the suit should be 
remanded. If the lower Appellate Court 
had decided itself, on the materials it had, 
all the issues except the third issue and if 
it was not prepared to decide this issue, 
what it should have done was to have re- 
ferred the third issue to the Court of First 
Instance under Order XLI, rule 25, and 
not remanded the case under Order XLI, 
rule 23. We think that the Court did 
decide the first two issues and the only 
issue left undecided was the third 
issue. We accordingly allow the appeal to 
this extent, that we send -back the case to 
the lower Appellate Court with directions 
that it must either deoide the third issue 
itself (if there are materials on the record to 
enable it to do so), or refer an issue to the 
Court of First Instance, and on the return 
made to that issue finally dispose of the 
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appeal. Costs here and hitherto will be 
at the discretion of the Court disposing ot 

the case. 

Appeal partly allweti. 


COURT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE. 

UNITED PROVINCES. 

Revenue Petition No. 57 of 1915-1G of 

Si tap or District. 

November 24, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Holms, S. M., and 
Mr. Campbell, J. M. 

Musa mm at LIHAZUNNISSA KHANAM 
ani> others— Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

DADHICH SINGH and others— 

Defendants — Respondents. 

Ouilh font Act {XXII of 18801,#. 107 *'\ 1/— Krw/ 

free (/rant, sate of —Purchaser, position of. 

The purchaser of a rent-free grant cannot, under 
any circumstances, acquire a title superior to that of 
his vendor, [p 60, col. 2; p. 61, col. 2.] 

Ci hul am Sarvar v. Muhammad Ambar Ali Khan , 25 
fnd. Cas. 594; 1 O. L. J. 325, dissented from. 

Appeal from the decree of the Commis- 
sioner, Lucknow, dated the 27th August 
1915, upholding the order of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Sitapur, dated the 12th May 
1915, upholding the order rf the Assistant 
Collector, Sitapur, dated the 19th October 
1914. 

The lion' hie Pandit Qokaran Nath Misra , 
Babu Bisheshwar Nath Srivastava and Lack- 
hman Prasad Varma and Pandit Bansi Dhar 
Misra , for the Appellants. 

Mr. St. George Jackson and Babu fshtcan 
Prasad , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Campbell, J. M. — ( April 20, 1916). — I am 
unable to agree with the Commissioner’s 
finding in this case. He has himself decid- 
ed in Appeal No. 88, Bihazunnisa v. Sued 
Nadir Mirza , on November 25th, 1915 that 
the rent-free grant in favour of Akbari 
Begum (from whom the present respond- 
ents derive their title) was not proved to 
be fifty years old and that, therefore, her 
descendants should be assessed to rent as 
ordinary tenants under section 107 G, and 

not as under- proprietors under section 107H. 


The present respondents are purchasers 
from Akbari Begum’s descendants and be- 
cause they are found to have acquired 
their position for valuable consideration, it 
is held that they have under-proprietary 
rights under section 107H while their vendors 
have only ordinary tenants’ rights under 
section 1070. In other words the vendee 
has a better status than his vendor. This is 
the absurd situation arrived at by accepting 

the findings in Appeal No. 28 of 1912-13 

[ Ghulam Sarvar v. Muhammad Ambar Ah 
Khan (1)], as a sound exposition of the 
existing law. I have repeatedly disagreed 
with it raysel*, and think that my colleague 
holds similar views. I am of opinion that 
the purchaser of a rent-free grant cannot 
under any circumstances acquire a title 
superior to that of his vendor. 

I would, therefore, set aside the orders of 
all the lower Courts and, finding that the 
present respondents have no title superior 
to that of ordinary tenants, would direct 
tliat the land held by them he assessed to 
rent under section 107G. The Assistant 
Collector and Deputy Commissioner both 
held that the respondents had entirely 
failed to establish any title to proprietary 
rights. This finding was not appealed against 
to the Commissioner, and the Deputy 
Commissioner’s order is now final. It is 
now argued for respondents that because 
the Commissioner summarily dismissed plaint* 
iffs-appellants 1 appeal, they were prevented 
from putting in a cross-objection raising 
this question of proprietary title and that, 
therefore, the case should he remanded to 
the Commissioner to enable it to be raised. 

I never heard such a preposterous argu- 
ment and decline to entertain it. In any 
caso 1 entirely agree with the Assistant 
Collector and Deputy Commissioner’s views 
on the subject. I would give the appellant 
his costs in all Courts and Rs. 50 Pleaders 
fees. 

Holms, S. M. — When my colleague’s judg- 
ment came before me 1 fixed a date to 
hear Counsel of both sides, as my colleague 
wishes to dissent from a previous decision 
of the Board, though not a selected decision, 
namely that of Sir Duncan Baillie and 
Mr. Tweedy in Ghulam Sarvar V. Muhani • 
mad Ambar Alt Khan (1), dated 12th Decern* 

(1) 25 I ml. Cas. 594; 1 O. L. J. 326. 
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ber 1913. Before going into that question 
I will deal first with a further contention 
of the respondent that he has a proprietary 
title in the land in suit. The Assistant 
Collector decided that he had no such title 
and the Deputy Commissioner upheld this 
order. The present respondent did not 
appeal to the Commissioner against the 
decisions of the lower Courts and ordinarily 
could not raise this point now. It is urged 
that had the Commissioner fixed a date 
for the hearing of parties in the appeal 
before him he could have raised this point 
by a cross-objection, but the Commissioner 
heard the appeal summarily without send- 
ing for parties. As he did not appeal to 
the Commissioner against the decision of 
the two lower Courts that he had no pro- 
prietary title, I agree with my colleague 
that the question cannot be raised now. 

The interpretation of the words in ques- 
tion of section 107H is not an easy 
matter. The wording of section 158 of the 
Agra Tenancy Act in this respect is almost 
precisely the same as that of the section 
of the Oudh Act. Sir Duncan Baillie in 
his judgment writes that a similar question 
has frequently arisen under section 151 
(6) of the Agra Act and has been decided. 
To begin with the wording of section 151 
(6) of the Agra Act, is not precisely the 
same as that of section 158. Search has 
been made for the decisions to which Sir 
Duncan Baillie refers, either of the Board 
or of the High Court, but they cannot be 
found, and the Counsel in the present case 
are unable to trace them. Sir Duncan 
Baillie writes: — “ I think it reasonable to 
consider that the law intended to protect 
all persons who in good faith paid good 
money for. the acquisition of a' right which 
they regarded as valuable and transferable, 
and which would have been valuable and 
transferable except for the operation of the 
special law as to rent-free tenures.” I rather 
take the view of Mr. Tweedy who wrote: — 
It may be doubted whether the Legisla- 
ture intended the protection contemplated 
by the Senior Member, for the doctrine of 
caveat emptor applies and the purchaser is 
bound to make sure of the title before he 
makes the bargain.” 

Apart from these arguments the only 
reason for the decision of my predecessors 


was that the words “ acquired for valuable 
consideration” are plain and to hold as my 
colleague now wishes to hold would be to 
read before these words the word 
“originally.” 

The appellant on the other hand urges 

that the words of the section should be 

so interpreted as not to violate the well- 

known rule of law that a vendee cannot 
* _ 

have a better title than his vendor, and 
argues that, reading the whole clause 
together, which begins by referring to the 
acquisition in consideration of the lo3S of 
right previously vested in the grantee and 
goes on to refer to acquisition by a wi itten 
instrument for a valuable consideration, the 
meaning obviously is that the second ac- 
quisition must also be by the grantee. 
For this point of view there is a good 
deal to be said. It has been argued that 
the word “acquire” necessarily implies that 
the vendor must have had a transferable 
interest which is capable of passing to a 
purchaser, and that a rent-free interest 
which can at once be put a stop to by 
action of the original grantor cannot be 
said to be such an interest. Tins argument 
does not seem to be altogether conclusive. 

On the whole, however, I agree with the 
view taken by my colleague which is the 
view I took as Commissioner of Fyzabad 
when the decision in Ghulam Sar car's case 
(1) was not known to me. 

I concur in the proposed order. 

Appeal allowed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 1031 of 1915. 

June 22, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Shadi Lai. 

GIANI RAM and others — Plaintiffs — 

Appellants 

versus 

Musammat MARI and others — Defendants 

— Respondents. 

Custom — Succession — Alienation by ividow— Widow's 
estate , nature cf — Proprietary body , rights of — Riwaj-i- 
am, entry in , construction, of — Succession — Sister and 
sister's son. 

A widow’s estate is only limited for the benefit of 
reversioners and where there are none she is, to all 
intents and purposes, an absolute owner; and the 
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..mis is upon I lie proprietors ot the jmtti t«» 

I heir right to cutest an alienation by such a 


establish 

widow. 


Alin Ditto v. t lauhrti, 23 Jml. Cas. 127; 3 l*. H. 1911; 
I 29 I\ f, R. 1914, followed. 

A ritmj.i.uin contained an entry to the ell'cct that 
if a man dies intestate leaving no relations, his im- 
moveable property devolves on all the landowners of 
the tliula or jmiuni in which the land of the deceased 
is situate: 

Hchl, that the entry was not intended to be an 
absolute provision excluding a sister or a sister’s son 
from succession and it was not contemplated that 
they should yield to the proprietary body of a 
heterogeneous character. 


First appeal from the decree of the 
District Judge, Hissar, dated the 81st July 

1914, 

Mr. Suwlar Das, for the Appellants. 

Bakhshi Tek Ghand , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT.— Chajju, a Jat of Mama 
Kheri Gangan, Tahsil Hansi, District llissar, 
who was the last male proprietor of the 
land in dispute, died leaving a widow 
Musammat Mari. Jt appears that she 
adopted one Hira, her husband’s sister’s 
son, and got the estate mutated in his 
favour on the 27th February 1908. The 
plaintiffs, who are Jats of another got and 
proprietors in the thula , claimed a declaration 
that the adoption and the mutation consequent 
thereupon should not atfect their rights in 
the estate on the death of Musammat Mari. 

The point for determination is whether 
the proprietors in the thula have any locus 
standi to contest the widow’s power to 
adopt a son to her husband. Now it 

has been laid down in Allah Ditto v. 

Gauhra (1) that the onus is upon the 
proprietors of the patti to establish their 
right to contest an alienation by a widow 
and that a widow’s estate is only limitod 
for the benelit of reversioners, and where 
there are none, she is, to ail intents and 
purposes, an absolute owner. Upon the 
present record there is not an iota of 

evidence to discharge this onus. It is true 

that in answer to question t 1 the proprietors 
stated that ‘ if a man dies intestato leaving 
no relations, his immoveable property de- 
volves on all the land-owners of the thula 
or panna in which the land of the deceased 
is situate. It must, however, be remembered 


(1) 23 Ind. Cas. 127; 3 
J 914. 


1\ R. 1914; 129 P. L. K. 


that in the present case the proprietors 
of the thula are not a compact body, but 
are of miscellaneous tribes, and I do not 
think that this provision of the riwaj-i-am 
was intended to apply to the case of a 
thula, in which the proprietors have no 
community of interest. 

Further, I am not prepared to hold 
that, even in the absence of the adoption, 
the proprietors would be entitled to succeed 
to the land in preference to the deceased’s 
sister’s son. The entry in the riwaj-i-am 
excluding a sister or a sister’s son from 
succession was not intended to be an 
absolute provision, and it was hardly 
contemplated that they should yield to 
the proprietary body of a heterogeneous 
character. No instance of the succession 
of the proprietors of a thula as against a 
sister or sister’s son is forthcoming, and 
the riwaj-i-am does not, therefore, create 
a presumption in favour of the plaintiffs, 
vide, inter alia , Devi Singh v. Premi 

(2). In fact, in at least two judgments 
of this Court Bishen Singh v. B hag wan 
Singh (3) C Tat* of Ambala District) and 
Ballu v. Gnr Vyal (4) ( Girths of Kangra 

District) it lias been held that a sister’s 
son excludes the village proprietary body. 

Upon both the grounds set out above 
the plaintiffs’ claim must be dismissed. 
I accordingly confirm the decree of the 
lower Court and dismiss the appeal with 
costs. 

A ppeal d ism issed . 

(2) 9 I ml. Cas. 683; 11 1\ It. 1911; 83 P. L. It. 1011; 
57 P. W. It. 1911. 

(3) 28 P. R. 1904; 04 P. L. R. 1904. 

(4) 95 P. It. 1905; 47 P. L. R. 1900. 
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COURT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, 

UNITED PROVINCES. 

Revenue Petition No. 127 of 1915-16 oh 

Rae Bareli District. 

July 27, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Holms, S. M., and 
Mr. Lovett, J. M. 

SUKHPAL SINGH— Defendant- 

Appellant 

versus 

Lala BRIJ KISHORE— Plaintiff- 

Respondent. 

Oudh Rent Act ( XXII of 1886), s. 33 — U. R. Land 
Revenue Act ( III of 1901), s. 79— Enhancement of rent 
— Tenant with heritable nou-transferablc rights — 
Settlement Court, order by — Judicial decision — Occu- 
pancy tenant. 

The decision by the Settlement Court holding a 
tenant to have heritable and non-transferable lights 
is a judicial decision as contemplated by section 79 
of the U. P. Land Revenue Act; and the rent of a 
tenant holding under such a decision cannot be 
enhanced under section 33 of the Oudli Rent Act, 
although lie be recorded as an occupancy tenant in 
the village papers. 

Appeal from the decree of the Com- 
missioner, Lucknow, dated the 6th March 

1916. 

JUDGMENT. 

Holms, S. M.— (July 22, 1916).— The 
appellant bases his objection to the suit 
for enhancement of rent as a tenant with 
a right of occupancy under section 33 of 
the Oudh Rent Act, on the ground that 
he is a holder of a heritable non-trans- 
ferable lease held under a judicial decision 
and that, therefore, under section 79 of the 
Laud Revenue Act his rent can only be 
enhanced at the revision of Settlement. 
Nothing in section 79 applies to rent pay- 
able by a tenant with a right of occupancy 
under the provisions of the Oudh Rent 
Act. Now, the appellant’s predecessors were 
held to have a heritable and non-transfer- 
able right in the Settlement Court on 17th 
December 1870 at the time of the tirst 
Regular Settlement, and this is a judicial 
decision. It is clear from a perusal of the 
judgment that they are not held to have 
the rights of occupancy which were con- 
ferred by the section of the Rent Act of 
the time (XIX of 1868), which were 
equivalent to those in section 5 of the 
present Act. The respondent urges his 
objection to this view that the judicial 
decision contemplated in section 79 was a 
judicial decision prior to any Oudh Rent 


6 r* 
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Act at all; but I can find no authority for 
this contention. The application of section 
79 of the Land Revenue Act to the present 
appeal does not seem to have been con- 
sidered by the learned Commissioner. 

I would, therefore, set aside the order of 
the Commissioner and restore that of the 
Assistant Collector, parties bearing their 
own costs in this and the Commissioner’s 
Court, as the present appellant’s failure to 
have his name recorded otherwise than as an 
occupancy tenant is largely responsible for 
the litigation. 

Lovett, J. M. — I concur. 

Appeal allowed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1093 of 1913. 

January 2, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Scott-Smith and 
Mr. Justice Shadi Lai. 

RAJINDRA SINGH — Defendant- 

Appellant 

versus 

ABDUL GHANI — Plaintiff 
and another — Defendant — 
Respondent. 

Custom — Alienation by widow -Mortgage, prior — 
Necessity — Limitation Act (IX of 190S9, Sch. I, Art. 
125 — Mortgage forming consideration for sale, suit in 
respect of. 

A widow mortgaged certain lands of her husband 
by way of conditional sale in J89J. In 1901 she sold 
the land to the mortgagee in consideration of the 
mortgage money. More than twelve years after 
1891 plaintiffs, as reversioners of the last male holder, 
sued for a declaration that the sale shall not affect 
their reversionary rights: 

Held, (1) that the suit as regards the validity of 

the mortgage was barred under .Article 125 of the 

Limitation Act, having been brought more than twelve 

years after the execution of the mortgage; [p. 64, 
* 

col. l.J 

Khiali Ram v. Gulab Khan, 11 lnd. Gas. 392; 33 P. 
It. 1911; 190 P. L. R. 1911, relied upon. 

(2) that th6 mortgagee having failed to take pro. 
ceedings under Regulation XVII of 1806, there was 
no necessity for the widow to convert the mortgage 
into a sale. [p. 64, col. 1.] 

Second appeal from the decree of the Divi- 
sional Judge, Ambala, dated the 5th March 
1913. 

Mr. Nanak Ghand , for the Appellant. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid , for the Respondents. 
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JUDGMENT. — This is a second appeal 
from the order of the lower Appellate 
Court, confirming the decree of the first 
Court declaring that a sale executed by 
Mnsammat Lakhan on 25th April 1901 
for a consideration of Rs. 1,500, shall not 
affect the plaintiff’s reversionary rights. 

Prior to the sale the land was mortgaged 
to the present vendee for the same sum 
of Rs. 1,500 witli possession by deed of 

9th July 1891. It has been held by the 
lower Appellate Court that there was 
consideration for the sale and mortgage. 

It is contended by Counsel for appellant 
that if the sale had not taken place plaintiff 
would not have been in time to contest 
the mortgage under Article 125 of the 
1st Schedule of the Limitation Act. The 
argument is correct and having regard 
to the principle enunciated in Khiali Ram 
v. Gulab Khan (1) plaintiff cannot now 
contest the necessity for the mortgage. 

There was, however, no necessity for 
the sale; Mnsammat Lakhan did not receive 
any consideration for converting the mortgage 
into a sale. Mr. Nanak Chand points out 
that the mortgage was by way of conditional 
sale and that Mnsammat Lakhan was 
merely doing what might have been forced 
on her had the morgagee instituted proceed igs 
under Regulation XVII of 1£06. lie did 
not, however, institute any such proceedings 
and Mnsammat Lakhan was under no 
necessity to convert the mortgage into a 
sale. 

We, therefore, accept the appeal and 
modifying the order of the Courts below 
set aside the sale of the land, but declare 
that it shall be considered as mortgaged 
for Rs. 1,500 under the deed of 9th July 
1891. Parties will bear their own costs 
in all the Courts. 


Appeal accepted. 


(1) 11 hub Cas. 3D 4 33 I’. K. 1011; 
1911. 


100 l’. \ j . 11. 


OU I ) H JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER'S 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 244 of 1916. 

February 23, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Stuart, A. J. C. 
MEHDI HASAN KH AN— Defendant — 

Appellant 


versus 

BR1J BHUSHAN MISRA— Plaintiff- 

Respondent. 

I>u<1h limi Arl (XXII of 1880), N. loo — Stranger', 

meaning of — Pre-emption. 

The word “stranger - ’ in section 155 of the OudU 
Kent Act means n stranger \\ i 1 1 i regard to the whole 
village, in other words, somebody outside the village, 
not onlv some bodv outside the patti or mahal in 
whieh tin' land is situate. I>. 05. col. 1. 


Appeal from the decree of the District 
Judge, Conda, dated the 1st May 1916, 
confirming that of the Munsif, Gouda, 
dated the 14th March 19i6. 


Mr. M uhammad 11 asim , for t lie Appellant. 

Mr. II. K. Ghosh , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — The facts out of which 
this appeal arises are as follows: — 

The village Raj wa pur consists of two 
pattis , one is a twelve-annas patti known 
as patti Muhammad Hasan and the other 
a four-annas patti known as patti Mehdi 
Hasan Khan. Muhammad Hasan owned 
eight annas out of the twelve annas in 
patli Muhammad Hasan. Ramrup had 
interests in the twelve-annas patti . Tho 
four annas patti is owned by Mehdi Hasan 
Khan. Ramrup obtained a decree from 
tho Rent Court against Muhammad Hasan, 
lo execution of this decree he attached and 
brought to sale the eight-annas share of 
Muhammad Hasan. The sale took place 
on 21st December 1914. Mehdi Hasan 
Khan purchased the share. Brij Bhushan 
son of Ramrup claimed under the provisions 
of section 155, Act XXI l of 1S86, to 
purchase the share at tho sum at which 
it, lmd been knocked down. The sale 
otlicer rejected bis claim. Brij Bhushan 
then instituted a suit in (lie Civil Courts 
for a declaration that be was entitled to 
take advantage of the provisions of section 
155. If his suit were successful, the effect 
would lie that the eight-annas share would 
pass into his possession. The Munsif passed 
a decree in bis favour which has been 
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upheld on appeal by the learned District 
Judge. Mehdi Hasan Khan comes here in 
second appeal 

The right claimed by Brij Bhushan is 
under the provisions of section 155. The 
provisions of Chapter II of Act XVIII of 
1876 have no bearing upon this case. 
Section 155 is as follows: — 

‘When land is sold in execution of a 
decree under this Act, and the land or 
any lot thereof has been knocked down 
to a stranger, any co-sharer, other than the 
judgment-debtor, may, before sunset on 
the day of sale, claim to take the land 
or lot, as the case may be, at the sum 
at which it was so knocked down.” 

It is necessary for Brij Bhushan to 
establish in order to succeed that the 
purchaser Mehdi Hasan Khan is a stranger 
within the meaning of the section. Mehdi 
Hasan Khan as has already been stated 
owns one of the two pattis into which 
the village is divided. He has no interest 
in the patti in which the share sold 
is situated but he owns the other patti . 
Can it be said that he is a stranger^ 
The learned Counsel for the respondent has 
argued that the word “stranger” means a 
stranger in respect of the land sold. Such an 
interpretation would, in my opinion, narrow 
the meaning of the word unjustifiably. The 
word stranger”in this section means, accord- 
ing to the interpretation that I take, a 
stranger with regard to the village, in other 
words some body outside the village, not 
only some body outside the patti or mahal 
in which the land is situated. Section 14 
of Act XXIII of 1861 (since repealed) read 
as follows: — 

“When the land sold in execution of a 
decree is a share of a pattidari estate 
paying revenue to Government as defined 

in section 11. Act I of 1841, if 

the lot shall have been knocked down to a 
stranger, any co-sharer otbor than the 
judgment-debtor, or any other member 
of the co-parcenary, may claim to take 
the share sold at the sum at which the 
lot was knocked down.” 

A Bench of the Allahabad High Court 
decided in Farzand All v.Alimullah (1), 
that a share -holder in one patti of a 

(1) 1 A. 272; 1 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 225. 

5 


pattidari estate is not a “stranger” with 
reference to a share-holder in another patti 
of the estate within the meaning of that 
term in that section, and this decision 
supports the view at which I arrive with 
regard to the meaning of the word stran- 
ger” in section 155, Act XXII of 
1886. As Mehdi Hasan Khan was not a 
stranger no right under the provisions of 
section 155 accrued to anybody. The suit 
brought by Brij Bhushan must, therefore, 
fail. I allow the appeal and direct that 
the suit stand dismissed. Brij Bhushan 
will pay his own costs and those of the 
appellant Mehdi Hasan Khan in all Courts. 

Appeal allowed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Civil Revision No. 21 of 1916. 

January 3, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Broadway. 

IMDAD ALI SHAH— Plaintiff- 

Petitioner 

versus 

SAYED ALI and others — Defendants — 

Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908J, 0. VI , r. 17, 
s. 115 — Plaint , amendment of — Revision — Interlocutory 
order — High Court, power of, to interfere. 

The Chief Court has power to interfere in revision 
with interlocutory orders, but such power is exercised 
only in very exceptional cases, e. g., where the order 
is so unjust and is likely to put things into so incon- 
venient a position that irreparable harm would be 
done to the applicant for revision, [p. 86, cols. 1 & 2.] 

Plaintiff brought a suit claiming certain shares in 
the property in dispute. Before issues were settled 
he filed an application under Order VI, rule 17, 
Civil Procedure Code, praying for leave to amend the 
plaint so as to increase the number of shares claimed. 
The lower Court rejected the application: 

Held, (1) that the plaintiff should have been given 
leave to amend the plaint; [p. 66, col. 2.] 

(2) that the Chief Court could interfere iu revision 
with the order refusing leave to amend, [p. 66, cols. 
1 & 2 .] 


6b 


INDIAN OASES. 


[1917 


SHESHMAN PRASAD V. BINDESHURI MISIR. 

Civil revision from the order of the Munsif, 
1st Class, Jullundur, dated the 22nd Decem- 
ber 1915. 

Mr. Azim-uUah , for the Petitioner. 

Mr. 1). C. Khanna , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The plaintiff-petitioner in 
this case brought a suit in which he claimed 
certain shares in the property in dispute. 

Before issues were settled he filed an 
application under Order VI, rule 17, Civil 
Procedure Code, praying for leave to amend 
his plaint so as to increase the number 
of shares claimed, i. e. t from 1 16th to 
2 ,16thsor ith. 

This application was opposed by the 
defendants-respondents and was refused on 
the 30th November 1915. An application 
for review of the order of refusal was 
made on the 18th December 1915, but 
was rejected on the 22nd December 19 5. 

The plaintiff has come up to this Court 
under section 44 of Act III of 1914 praying 
for a revision of the order of refusal. 
Mr. Khanna, for the respondents, urged that 
the order being an interlocutory one was not 
open to revision. 

Mr. Azim-ullah, for the petitioner, has 
referred me to Gurdas v. Bhag (1) and 
Sevugan Chetty v. Krishna Aiyangar (2), as 
authorities for holding that an interlocutory 
order can be dealt with on the revision 
side. 

These rulings certainly support the 
contention advanced but it is only in ex- 
ceptional cases that the Court will inter- 
fere. In Saadat Sultan Begam v. Muham- 
mad Munir Khan (3) and Nihala Mall 
v. Bogu Ram (4) it was held that inter- 
ference on the revision side is permissible 
only when an interlocutory order is so 
unjust and is likely to put things into so 
inconvenient a position that irreparable 
harm would be done to the applicant for 
revision. 

It would thus seem that this Court has 
the power to interfere with interlocutory 

(1) 11 Ind. Cas.231; 143 P. W. K. 1911; 216 P L 

R. 1911; 96 P. R. 1911. * * 

(2) 13 Ind. Cas. 268; 36 M. 378; 10 M. L. T 657- 

22 M. L. J. 139. 

(3) 11 Ind. Cas. 831; 149 P. W. K. lull; 249 l’. L. 
K. 191 1 « 

(4) 11 Ind. Cas. 880; 164 P. W. It. 1911; 243 P. L. R. 
19l 1 • 


orders, but will exercise that power only 
in very exceptional cases. [See also Khirodc 
Chandra Qhoshal v. Saroda Prosad Mitra 

(5).j Is the present such a case? The plaint 
shows that the claim made is for less than 
what the plaintiff now says he is entitled to. 
A subsequent suit for the balance would be 
barred by limitation and also probably by 
Order II, rule 2, Civil Procedure Code. The 
application for leave to amend was made before 
the issues had been settled and there seems to 
be no good reason why the learned Munsif 
should have declined to allow the amendment 
at that stage. In the circumstances I think 
the order refusing to allow the amend- 
ment was unsound and causes irreparable 
loss to the petitioner. 

1 accordingly accept this revision and 
set aside the order of the learned Muusif. 
I direct that the application be again 
heard and if at the date it was made the 
claim was within time, the amendment 
must be allowed. Parties will bear their 
own costs in this Court. 

Revisioti accepted, 

(5) 7 Ind. Cas. 436 at p. 442; 12 C. L. J. 525. 


COURT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, 

UNITED PROVINCES. 

Revenue Petition No. 50 ok 1915-16 ok 

Sultanpuu District. 

August 17, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Holms, S. M., and 
Mr. Campbell, J. M. 

SHESHMAN PRASAD -Opposite Party — 

Appellant 

versus 

BIN DESHUR1 MISIR— Applicant — 

Respondent. 

1\ hand Revenue Act ( 111 of 1901), s. 36 — fc\r» 
proprietary rights, claim as to — Limitation. 

A vendor's application under section 86 of the U. 
I*. Land Uevenuo Act, tiled within one year from the 
date of the application for mutation made by the 
vendee, but beyond one year from the date of tho 
sale, is burred by limitation, [p. 67, col. l.'J 

Kaivab Sultan Husain Khan v. ivak Singh, 27 lud. 
Cas. 586; Selected .Decision No. 12 of 1914; 2 O. L. 
J. 1 1, followed. 

Appeal against the order of the Commis- 
sioner, Fyzabad, dated the 25th March 1916, 
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JUDGMENT. 

Holms, S. M .— (August 7, 1917).— The re- 
spondent made an application which was 
really one under section 36 of the Land 
Revenue Act for specification of land in 
which he had ex-proprietary rights and fixation 
of rent thereon. The facts appear to be 
these. The appeal is as regards two plots only, 
Nos. 92 and 132. These plots among 
others were transferred by the sale-deed of 
the 9th June 1910. The respondent instead 
of applying within a year under section 
36 of the Land Revenue Act instituted a 
suit under section 108 (10) of the Oudh 
Rent Act on the 24th April 1911 for 
recovery of possession of certain land in 
which he said he was an ex-proprietary 
tenant and from which he had been illegal- 
ly ejected. The Assistant Collector held 
that the vendees, the present zemindars , 
had remained in possession of this land of 
which they were the former mortgagees 
even after the sale and that as no ex- 
proprietary rights had been settled under 
section 36 the then plaintiff had not beeu 
illegally ejected. Mutation proceedings fol- 
lowed and the present application under 
section 36 was not made until 19th Novem- 

?oin 1914 ’ ° D the face of the 9th June 
1910 must be taken as the date of the 

transfer unless good reason is shown to 
the contrary, I am unable to agree with 
the Commissioner who holds that the posses- 
sion of the appellant as vendee did not begin 
till the 6th March 1914 when he applied for 
mutation. The mutation was simply a record 
of the transfer and not the transfer itself. 

I hold then that the ex-proprietary rights 
were not claimed within a year from the time 
when they were created and that, there- 
fore, having regard to Sultan Husain 
v ; Sew ah Singh (l) the present 
application as regards the two plots under 
appeal is barred by limitation. I would, 
herefore, modify the orders of the lower 
ourts to this extent that the application 
so far as it concerns plots Nos. 92 and 132 is 
dismissed. 

In the circumstances parties will bear their 
own costs in this appeal. 

Campbell, J. M. — I agree. 

Appeal partly allowed. 

(C 27 Ind. Cas. 586; Selected Decision No. 12 of 
1914; 2 0. L. J. 11. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Civil Revision No. 139 of 1916. 

January 3, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Lindsay, J. C. 

RAMESHWAR — Defendant — 

Applicant 

versus 

GAURI — Plaintiff — Opposite Party. 

Provincial Small Cause Courts Act (IK of 1887), 
Sclc. II, Art. 35 (g) — Suit to recover money advanced 
as loan on condition of marriage — Jurisdiction. 

A suit to recover money advanced by way of loan, 
on condition that the debtor would marry his 
daughter to the creditor’s nephew and on failure 
to do so would pay back the money, falls uuder 
Article 35 (</), Schedule II, of the Provincial Small 
Cause Courts Act and is, therefore, cognizable on the 
regular side. [p. 68, col. 1.] 

Civil revision against the order of the 
District Judge, Gonda, dated the 30th 
August 1916, reversing that of the Munsif, 
Gonda, dated the 10th August 1916. 

Babu Lachhrnan Das , for the Applicant. 

Babu Gopal Sakai , for the Opposite Party. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an application for 
revision of an order passed by the learned 
District Judge of Gonda in appeal, The 
principal point involved is whether or not 
the suit which was brought by the plaintiff, 
opposite party, was exclusively cognizable by 
a Court of Small Causes. The suit was filed 
in the Court of the Subordinate Judge of 
Gonda as Judge of a Small Cause Court. He 
was of opinion that the suit was one to which 
the terms of Article 35, clause (g), of the 
second Schedule to the Provincial Small 
Cause Courts Act applied. He, therefore, 
returned the plaint to the plaintiff and 
ordered him to present it to the Court of the 
Munsif in order that the case might be tried 
by the Munsif as a regular suit. The Munsif 
took a different view of the facts and being 
of opinion that the suit was exclusively 
cognizable by a Small Cause Court returned 
the plaint for presentation in the Small Cause 
Court presided over by the Subordinate 
Judge. This order was appealed to the 
District Judge. The learned District Judge 
held that the order of the Small Cause Court 
Judge was correct and he has, therefore, 
directed the Munsif to entertain the plaint 
and to proceed with the suit on the regular 
side. It is argued here in revision that the 
decision of the lower Appellate Court is wrong, 
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that on the statements contained in the plaint 
it should be held that the money which the 
plaintiff was seeking to recover was money 
advanced by way of loan and that, therefore, 
the suit was cognizable only by a Court of 
Small Causes. The learned Counsel for the 
applicant maintains that Article35, clause ( 0 ) 
of the second Schedule to the Provincial 
Small Canse Courts Act has no application to 
the case. The learned Judge has referred in 
liis judgment to several authorities. One 
case which is cited by him \_Nura v. Aladitta 
(1)] is clearly against the applicant. Therein 
a suit brought by the plaintiff to recover a sum 
of Rs. 150 in circumstances exactly similar 
to those of the present case it was held, 
on a reference made to the learned 

Judges of the Punjab Chief Court, that 
the case was one under Article 35, 
clause ( 0 ), of the second Schedule to the 
Provincial Small Cause Courts Act. 1 am 
not prepared to differ with the opinion 
of the learned District Judge in this 
case. It seems to me that it was open 
to him to treat this suit as a suit for 
compensation for a breach of the promise 
of marriage. 

It is true that in the first paragraph 
of the plaint the plaintiff used the word 
“ qarza ” which literally interpreted might 
be taken to mean a loan, but having 
regard to the whole text of the first 
paragraph* it seems to me that the learned 
Judge was entitled to take up the posi- 
tion that there was a dealing between the 
parties which amounted to an agreement 
by which the amount of compensation for 
the breach of promise of marriage was 
fixed at the sum claimed by the plaintiff 
in the present suit. I am unable, therefore, 
to entertain the contention advanced on 
behalf of the applicant that the suit was 
exclusively cognizable by the Court of 
Small Causes. I refuse, therefore, to disturb 
the order of the learned District Judge 
and dismiss this application with costs. 

Revision rejected. 

(1) 132 P. It. 1889. 


*The first paragraph ran as follows: — 

“That on 8a wan Badi 2nd 1323 Fasli the defendant 
took It 8, 125 from the plaintiff as loan, on condition 
that in the month of Baisakh tho former would marry 
his daughter to the latter’s nephew, and on failure to 
do so, would pay back the money.” - Ed. 


BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 830 ok 1915. 

February 9, 1917. 

F resent: — Sir Basil Scott, Kt., Chief Justice, 

and Mr. Justice Beaman. 

IMAM IBRAHIM and another — Defendants 

— Appellant 
versus 

BHAU APPAJI JADHAV and another 

— PLAI NTI FFS — RESPON DENTS. 

Registration Act ( XVI oj 1908), s. 16 -ltajinamas and 
kabuliyats, whether require registration Occupancy 

rights , transfer oj. . . , 

Rajinamas and kabuliyats , that is, transactions with 

regard to the khata , are the general accompaniment 
of "transfers of ownership of occupancy rights. The 
transfer, however, of the beneficial ownership is a 
transaction not between the khatedar and his suporior 
holder, but the khatedar and the incoming occupant, 
fp. 70, col. 1.] 

A rajinama and kabuliyat are documents between 
the occupant and his superior holder and not docu- 
ments between the transferor and the transferee. 
They recite the transfer which has taken place, but 
they themselves do not purport to operate as trans- 
ferring any interest to another. Q>. 69, col. 2.J 

Even if they can bo said to fall within scctiou 17 
of the Registration Act as operating to extinguish an 
interest in immoveable property, they are not required 
to be registered unless it is shown that the interest 
extinguished is of the value ot 11s. 1 CXI or upwards. 

[p. 69, col. 2.] .. 

Per Beaman , J. — The conjoint effect of a rajmama 
and a kabuliyat , between a mortgagor and a mort- 
gagee, or botweon a mortgagor and a third party, is 
to indicate that in the first case the equity of redemp- 
tion has been extinguished and that in the second 
case it has been transferred, [p. 70, col. 2.J 

Second appeal from the decision of the 

Assistant Judge, Belgaum, in Appeal No. 

251 of 1914-, reversing the decree passed 

by the 2nd class Subordinate Judge, Athni, 

in Civil Suit No. 331 of 1913. 

Mr. Coyaji (with him Mr. F. B. Shingne), 

for the Appellants. 

Mr. Jayakar (with him Mr, A. G. Desai ) f 
for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Scott, C. J. — We see no reason to differ 
from the conclusion by the learned As- 
sistant Judge 011 tho questions of res judicata 
and limitation. 

Tho only other point arising on the 
appeal is whether the plaintiffs had an 
equity of redemption remaining in them, and 
that depends upon whether the rajinama or 
tho sories of rajinamas upon which the de- 
fendants roly required registration. The 
learned Assistant Judge observes: 

It is perfectly dear that the transactions 
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with regard to the khata of the land which 
took place between 1875 and 1878 were 

intended to transfer ownership. Mutation 
of names was a well recognised means of 
transfer. Unfortunately for the defendants, 
rajinamas and kabuliyats in alienated villages 
had no legal standing at the time these 
transactions took place. Act I of 1865 did 
not apply to such villages. The rajinama 
by which Anandrao transferred his interest 
to the mamlatdar was, therefore, a document 
which required registration, and so it can- 
not be proved in Court. The result is no 
doubt unfortunate. The defendants who have 
all along supposed themselves to have an 
indefeasible title, now find themselves liable 
to be redeemed by the plaintiffs the conduct 
of whose predecessor-in-title appears to have 
been all along thoroughly dishonest. (See 
remarks by the District Judge in the judg- 
ment in the previous suit).” 

The rajinamas upon which the defendants 
relied were three in number. First, there 
was a rajinama in 1875 by which the mort- 
gagor Anandrao addressing the inamdar of 
the inam village stated that he gave notice 
that he had that day transferred his khata 
together with all the rights appertaining 
to the same to Jyoti bin Appaji Chavan 
residing at the place aforesaid. The rajinama 
was duly given in writing. 

On the same day Jyoti Appaji addressed 
the inamdar stating that “the vahivat of 
the plot of land of the Government khata 
is entered in my name. I agree to that 
from this day’s date. You will be pleased 
to enter my name in the Government record 
as the vahivatdar of this plot of land 
bearing the above-mentioned survey number 
in the place of Anandrao bin Mansingrao 
Jadhav. I hereby agree to pay all the 
arrears due to Government in respect of 
this survey number.” 

The inamdar was apparently the grantee 
of the assessment of the village which 
primarily was due to Government and was 
assigned by it to the inamdar , and although 
Act I of 1865 did not apply to alienated 
villages, it is evident from these documents 
that the khatas in which mutation of names 
was effeoted were kept in the alienated 
villages in the same way as in villages 
where there had been no alienation. If 
upon a transfer of the oooupancy rights, 
the registered ooeupant did not provide for 


the mutation of names, he would be liable 
for the arrears of assessment, and all assess- 
ments falling due in future. By the kabuliyat 
the transferee of the occupancy right agrees 
to pay those arrears and to be liable in the 
future. The rajinama and the kabuliyat 
both in the case of Jyoti, and presumably 
in the subsequent documents of the same 
nature upon which the defendants relied, 
until the khata came to be registered in 
their name, are documents between the 
occupant and his superior holder, and not 
documents between the transferor and the 
transferee. They recite the transfer which 
has taken place presumably for consideration, 
but they themselves do not purport to 
operate as transferring any interest to an- 
other. If they fall within the terms of 
section 17 of the Indian Registration Act, 
it is because in some way they operate 
to extinguish an interest in immoveable 
property, either the interest of the 
occupant to remain on the khata upon the 
terms of paying the assessment, or the 
interest of the inamdar to receive the assess- 
ment from the particular khatedar. Assum- 
ing that by reason of such extinguishment 
they are documents of the nature aimed at by 
section 17 of the Indian Registration Act, 
registration is not necessary unless it is 
shown that the interest extinguished was of 
the value of Rs. 100 or upwards. Now the 
assessment to which the inamdar was entitled 
was an assessment of R 9 . 18 a year, and there 
is no evidence as to the amount of any arrears 
of assessment which Jyoti undertook to 
discharge. There is nothing tc show that the 
occupant could not relinquish his khata at any 
time, provided 3ome other occupant was found 
to take over the liability of assessment. 
Therefore there is no reason to capitalize the 
assessment of Rs. 18 by any number of years’ 
purchase, and this being so, it is impossible 
to hold that it is proved that the interest, if 
any, extinguished by the rajinama , is of the 
value of Rs. 100 or upwards. It is, therefore, 
not shown that the document is compulsorily 
registrable. 

The learned Assistant Judge observes that 
“the transactions with regard to the khata of the 
land which took place between 1875 and 1878 
were intended to transfer ownership.” That 
is, l think, an inaccurate statement but in this 
inaccuracy the learned Judge does not stand 
alone, beo&use sirp.U&r inaccuracies of state- 
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ment are to be found in judgments of the 
High Court over a scries of years with refer- 
ence to rajinamas and kahuliyats. It would, 
1 think, be more accurate to say that rajinamas 
and kabuliyats , that is, transactions with 
regard to the khata , are the general accom- 
paniment of transfers of ownership of oocu - 
pancy rights. The transfer, however, of the 
beneficial ownership is a transaction not 
between the kliatedar and his superior holder 
but the khatedar and the incoming occupant. 
At the time these transactions took place from 
1875 to 1878, it was not necessary according to 
the law that there should be any document 
evidencing the transfer. Payment of price 
and delivery of possession completed the 
transaction. In the case of the owner of the 
equity of redemption, in property mortgaged 
with possession to the mortgagee, the only 
remaining outward symbol of ownership, as 
the learned Subordinate Judge has well put it, 
is the khata , and when the equity of redemp- 
tion is transferred, arrangements are made 
for mutation of names, so that the khata or 
the outward symbol of ownership, would bo 
in the transferee of the equity of redemption. 
That is the explanation the rajinamas and 
kabuliyats which resulted in the claim of the 
defendants to hold the equity of redemption 
as well as the rights of the mortgagee. The 
rajinamas and kabuliyats are good evidence of 
the transfers having taken place as the 
defendants claim, since they contain the 
admission of the transferors and as it is not 
shown that they required registration, we are 
able to decide in accordance with what the 
Assistant Judge was convinced was the justice 
of the case. We hold that the defendants 
are shown to be the owners of the equity of 
redemption, and therefore, the plaintiffs’ suit 
to redeem must fail. We set aside the decree 
of the lower Appellate Court and dismiss the 
suit with costs throughout. 

Beaman, J, — \ concur. 

I take this, the earliest opportunity, of 
correcting a recent judgraont 1 delivered in 
the case >1 [ inn yak flan Paranjpe v. 
N a vagi Parsu Knpse, unreported K. A. No. 
87 of 1915. In the light of the fuller 
argument we have had in this case, and the 
many difficulties it has revealed, I realize that 
in one passage 1 used much too loose and 
general language. 1 should have said (hat the 
oonjoint effect of a rajinama and a kabuliyat , 


between a mortgagor and a mortgagee or 
between a mortgagor and a third party, was 
to indicate that in the first case the equity of 
redemption had been extinguished, that in 
the second case, it had been transferred. The 
fact would, I believe, always be found to be 
so, though since the actual extinction or 
transfer must ex hypothesi have been effected 
either orally or by another writing, it is by 
no means so clear that the fact could hi ways 
be proved. In the present case I see no 
reason in law to prevent it. J do not wish to 
add an unnecessary word to the full explana- 
tory analysis of the true content, and the legal 
limits to be put upon the scope and effect of 
such papers, and the statement of the result- 
ant law governing this, and all like cases, in 
the judgment of the Chief Justice. I am 
satisfied that it is accurate and must supersede 
much confusion of thought or expression or 
both to be found in earlier judgments. It 
makes this point, which is of capital import- 
ance in deciding the case before us, quite 
clear, that rajinamas and kabuliyats can never 
be in themselves documents of transfer between 
the parties, respectively giving them to the 
Government or other over-lord. 


flecree set aside. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 2609 of 1914. 

December 20, 1916. 

Present: — Sir John Wallis, Kr., Chief Justice, 
and Mr. Justice Kumaraswami Sastri. 

KOTTAYAT GO BALA MKNON and 

i »T H K li S — 1) K KK N D A N TS A PPK I. LA NTS 

reruns 

KOLAT NAKAYANA KURUP and others 

— Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

Mortgage Sint by ma tgagee /•» recover mortgage-debt 
• Mortgagee unable to restore possession of mortgaged 
property — Procedure — Transfer of Profwrty Act {IV of 
18N2), s 70 — Mortgage accounts. 

T lierc is no authority for the broad proposition 
that if the mortgagee cannot for any reason put the 
mortgagor in possession of the whole of the mort- 
gaged property, ho cannot recover the mortgage- 
debt. [p. 71, col. 1.] 
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_ If owing to the fact that t here have been acquisi- 
tions of the mortgaged property under the Land 
Acquisition Act, or other causes, there is some diffi- 
culty in identifying the mortgaged property, or if 
after identification the mortgagee is unable to give 
possession of tbe whole of the mortgaged property 
owing to some default on his part, the proper course 
is to debit the mortgagee with the value of the land 
in taking the mortgage accounts uuder section 76 of 
the Transfer of Property Act. 

Second appeal against the decree of 
the Court of the Temporary Subordinate 
Judge, Calicut, in Appeal Suit No. 625 
of 1913, preferred against that of the 
Court of the Principal District Munsif, 
Calicut, in Original Suit No. 181 of 1912. 

Mr. R. P. M. Menon , for the Appellant. 

Messrs. C. V. Anantha Krishna Aiyar and 
P. V. Parameswara Aiyar , for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT.— It is contended for the 
appellants that if the mortgagee is not 
in a position to put the mortgagor in 
possession of the whole of the mortgaged 
property, he cannot recover the mortgage 
debt. In England, if the mortgagee after 
foreclosure seeks to enforce the personal 
covenant, he thereby re opens the mortgage 
and gives the mortgagor a right to redeem, 
that is to say, to recover the mortgaged 
property on payment of what is due. If 
after foreclosure the mortgagee has alienated 
the property, so as to put it out of his 
power to put the mortgagor in possession 
on redemption, the Courts do not allow 
the mortgagee to enforce the personal 
covenant, as he cannot restore the property 
to the mortgagor. Lockhart v. Hardy (1) 
and Palmer v. Hendrie (2). We do 
not think these cases are authority for 
the broad proposition that if the mortgagee 
cannot for any reason put the mortgagor 
in possession of the whole of the mort- 
gaged property, he cannot recover the 
mortgage debt. In the present case, owing 
possibly to the fact that there have been 
acquisitions under the Land Acquisition 
Act nr other causes, it appears there has 
been some difficulty in identifying the 
item of property in question, in this suit. 

(1) (1846) 9 Beav. 349; 10 Jur. 532; 15 L. J. Ch 
247; 50 E. It. 378; 73 R. R. 379. 

(2) (1859) 27 Beav. 349; 54 E. R. 136; 122 R. R. 

426 , 


Even so, we thiuk the proper course is 
to debit the mortgagee with the value of 
the land in taking the mortgage accounts 
under section 76 of the Transfer of Pro- 
perty Act, if it is found that the property 
cannot be identified. We also think the 
same course should be adopted if after 
identification the mortgagee is unable to 
give possession owing to some default on 
his part. We think, however, that tho 
Subordinate Judge was wrong in leaving 
that matter to be dealt with iu execution 
and we must set aside his decree and 
remand the case for disposal according 
to law. Fresh evidence may be taken by 
the Subordinate Judge. There will be no 
order as to costs of this appeal or the 
memorandum of objections. Other costs 
are to be dealt with by the Subordinate 
Judge. 

Decree set aside ; Case remanded. 

v. r. p. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

First Appeal from Ordsr No. 162 of 1916. 

March 27, 1917. 

Present : — Sir Henry Richards, Kt., Chief 

Justice, and Justice Sir P. C Banerji, Kt. 
Musammat NANDI — Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

SARUP LAL AND ANOTHER — DEFENDANTS — 

Respondents. 

Hindu Law — Co-widows — Sale of house by one co- 
widow — Improvements by vendee — Death of vendor — 
House reverting toother co-widow — Vendee, right of, to 
compensation. 

Where a transferee of a house from a co- widow 
chooses to spend a large sum of money upon the 
house, he does so at his peril and is not entitled (o 
the amount so spent on the house revorting to the 
other co- widow on the death of the vendor co-widow, 
[p. 72, col. 2.] 

First appeal from the order of District 
Judge, Meerut, dated the 13th September 
1916. 

Dr. S. N. Sen , for Mr. N. Upadhya , for 
the Appellant. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru , for 
the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — This appeal arises out of a 
suit for possession of a house, It appears 

A 
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that tho house originally belonged to Tara 
Chand who died leaving two widows and no 
male issue. The name of one of the widows 
was Musammat Bakhti. The name of the 
other widow was Musammat Nandi, the plaint- 
iff. These two ladies made a partition of 
TaraChand’s property as between themselves. 
The house in question fell to the lot of Bakhti. 
Bakhli executed a sale-deed of the house to 
the defendant on the 29th of April 1S98. 
Bakhti has now died and the plaintiff has 
brought this suit to reoover possession of the 
house. The case has oomo right up to this 
Court on a previous occasion but finally the 
Court of first instance found that there was 
no legal necessity for the sale made by Mus- 
sammat Bakhti. It appears that after the 
sale a considerable amount of money was 
spent in improvements on the house. In the 
Court of first instance there was an issue as to 
who had spent the money, and the Court 
found that it had been expended out of the 
money which belonged to Musammat Bakhti. 
The Court decreed the plaintiff’s suit. On 
appeal the lower Appellate Court held in 
agreement with the Court of first instance 
that there was no legal necessity for the sale 
but came to the conclusion that the defendant 
had improved the house out of his own 
money, and for some reason or other remand- 
ed the case to the Court of first instance. 
The present appeal has been preferred on 
behalf of the plaintiff who contends that even 
on the finding that the house had been im- 
proved out of moneys belonging to the defend- 
ant, the plaintiff’s suit should have been 
decreed and there was no necessity for a 
remand. We must, of course, aocept the find- 
ing of the lower Appellate Court as to where 
the money came from which went to improve 
the house. At the same time we feel some 
doubt as to whether the Court of first instance 
did not arrive at the right conclusion even on 
this issue of faot. It is somewhat improbable 
that the defendant spent out of his own 
money this large sum of money upon the 
house, his title to which he must have known 
was most infirm and could only last for the 
period of Musammat Bakhti’s life. Further - 
more, Musammat Bakhti undoubtedly bad some 
money which might have been expended upon 
the house. Eventually what has become of 
this money we do not know, accepting, however, 
as we are bound to do, tho finding of the 
lowor Appellate Court that the defendant 


expended the money out of his own pocket, in 
our opinion it affords no answer to the present 
suit. If the defendant chose to spend money 
on the house be did at bis peril. It is quite 
clear that the partition between the two 
ladies operated merely during their life and 
upon the death of Musammat Bakhti the 
property became the property of the surviv- 
ing widow for the period of her life. We 
allow the appeal, set aside the order of the 
Court below and restore the de?ree of the 
Court of first instance with costs in all 
Courts. 

Appeal allowed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1241 ok 1913. 

April 1, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Shadi Lai and 
Mr. Justice LeRossignol. 

AT A A H M A L) — Pl ai nti kk — Appe llant 

versus 

NIAZ ALI AND OTHERS — DEFENDANTS 

Respondents. 

Custom — Succession — Gift to daughter — Right of her 
descendants to succeed — Collaterals of donor , reversion 
to. 

\V lie ro a gift of ancestral property is made to a 
daughter, tho property after the death of the donee 
does not revert to tho collaterals of t lie donor, hut is 
inherited by the descendants of the donee. [ p. 73, col. 
!•] 

Shahanchi Khan v. Regain dan , 20 Tnd. Cas. 

451; 13 1*. U. 1914; 280 1\ L. K. 1913; 191 l\ W. 
R. 1913, followed. 

dannat v. Abdulla , 32 Ind. Cas. 817; 4 P. It. 1916; 
25 P. W. K. 1910, distinguished. 

Second appeal from the decree of the 
Divisional Judge, Jullundhur, dated the 
1st March 1913, affirming that of the 
Subordinate Judge, 2nd Class, Jullundhur, 
dated the 31st October 1912, dismissing 
the suit. 

Pandit Rambhaj Datta for the Appel- 
lant. 

Mr. Kan war Narain , for Rai Bahadur 
Pandit Shea Narain and Bakhshi Teh Chand , 
for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The point of custom certifi- 
ed by the Divisional Judge is whether on 
the death of a daughter of a donee, her 
property (out of the gift) should revert to 
the donor’s collaterals rather than be in- 
herited by other descendants of the donee, 
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The Divisional Judge did not decide 
whether the property was ancestral as to the 
plaintiff, but proceeded on the assumption 
that it was so. 

Of course, if it is not, the plaintiff has 
no right to it iu the presence of nearer re- 
latives of the donee. 

In appeal before us the main contention 
is that the gift to Musammat Jijo merely 
accelerated the succession for in this family 
daughters succeed to their father and 
Musammat Jijo would in the ordinary 
course of things have succeeded the donor, 
her father. 

If daughters, however, succeed their father, 
they either act as conduits to the next 
male descendant in which oase Niaz Ali 
has a better claim than the plaintiff or 
they hold absolutely. 

Now Musammat Jijo treated the property 
as her own absolute property, for in 1876 
she died having bequeathed her property 
to three daughters and a grand-daughter 
who have accordingly enjoyed the property, 
since that date. 

Niaz Ali is a lineal descendant of the 
donee and there are several authorities 
for the view that no reversion of the gifted 
property to donor’s line takes place until 
the donee’s line is extinguished. 

The decisions of this Court on the point 
have not always been consistent; the first 
rulings held gifts to daughters to be ab- 
solute, the pandulum then swung back 
and they were held to be for the benefit 
of the daughters’ male issue, but the pro- 
perty gifted remained ancestral qua the 
donor’s collaterals subsequently the course 
of decision has been that the presence of 
even females of the donee’s line would 
bar a reversion to the donor’s branch so 
that in fact the donor’s branch comes in 
only just before the Government or any 
other body to which the estate would other- 
wise escheat. 

The whole matter was reviewed in 
Shahanchi Khan v. Begam Jan (1) 
and though, of course, the position is illogical, 
we see no reason for refusing to follow 
that decision. The appellant urges that 
in Jannat v. Abdulla (2) it was held 

(1) 20 Ind. Cas. 451; 13 P. R. 1914; 2S6 P. L. R. 
1913; 191 P. W. R. 1913. 

(2) 32 Ind. Cas. 817; 4 P. R. 1916; 25 P. W. R 1916, 


that^ thej^female descendant of the donee 
must bel an heir of the last male holder 
and it is not sufficient that she should be 

merely a descendant of the donee. 

That case, however, was not decided on 
that point, which does not appear to have 

been very fully argued. 

In this particular case, moreover, Musam- 
mat Jijo and her descendants appear to have 
treated the donated property as their own 
absolute property and to have enjoyed it not 

as heirs but as donees. . 

Jn our opinion the dismissal of plaintiff s 

suit by the lower Courts was correct and we 

dismiss this appeal likewise with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 792 of 1916. 

April 21, 19.7. 

Present : — Sir Henry Richards, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Tudball. 

MAHABALI - Plaintiff— Appellant 

versus 

SAHDEO AND ANOTHER -DEFENDANTS - 

Respondents. 

Pre-emption — Custom — Wajib-ul-arz, interpretation 
of. 

A wajib-ul-arz of 1840 recorded a right of pre- 
emption in the case of mortgages to lambardars anil 
to co-sharers while the entry in the wajib-ul-arz ot 
1882 was of a totally different nature. There was no 
reference to mortgages and the lambardars were 
dropped out altogether and the right was given to 
an own brother (irrespective of whether he was a co- 
sharer or not), then to near relations, then to co- 
sharers in the same lambardari and then to other 

co-sharers: 

Held, that under the circumstances no custom ot 
pre-emption was established by the wajib-ul-araiz. 

[p. 74, col. 1.] 

Second appeal against the decision of 
the Subordinate Judge, Mirzapur, dated the 
18th February 1916. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru, for 
the Appellant. 

Dr. S. N. Sen , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT.— This appeal arises out of 
a suit in which the plaintiff sought to 
be put into possession of certain property 
which had been usufructuarily mortgaged 
to the respondents. It was necessary for 
the plaintiff to prove the existence of some 
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custom. He had to prove a custom which 
gave him a right to he substituted for 
the mortgagee. The lower Appellate Court 
has found that he has not established the 
existence of such a custom. We find that 
there was an entry in respect of pre- 
emption the irajib-ul-arz of 1840. This 
recorded a right in the case of mortgage 
to lambardars and to co-sharers. The 
entry in the wajib-uharz of 1882 is of a 
totally different nature. In the first place 
it does not refer to mortgages at all. 
Lambanlars are dropped out altogether and 
the right is given to an own brother 
(apparently irrespective of whether he is 
a co-sharer or not) and then to near 
relations, then to co-sharers in the same 
lambardari , and then to other co-sharers. 
We think that the Court below was justi- 
fied under these circumstances in holding 
that the plaintiff had not established the 
existence of the custom which it was 
necessary for him to prove. So far as 
the finding is a finding of fact it is binding 
upon us in second appeal. We dismiss 
the appeal with costs including in this 
Court fees on the higher scale. 

A ppea 1 d is m issed . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 273 ok 

1914. 

January 10, 1917. 

Present: Mr. Justioe I). C hatter jee and 

Mr. Justice Walmsley. 

SURAJ MAL KHARAD — Defendant 

Appellant 

versus 

AKSHOY KUMAR ROY CHOWDHURY 

and another— Plaintiffs— Respondents. 

CivU procedure Code (Act V oj 10081, #. 01, scop ( 
of—Galcutto Municipal Act fill B. C. oj 1S001, « 3315 
whether controls s. 01 , Civil Procedure Code- Paid 
highway , dedication of. 

!mr»Ac»A n .. 1 • •, . . * Municipal Act Ones not 

impose any limitation on section 01 , Civil Procedure 

Code, so uh ; to exclude from its scope cases in which 
u local authority, such as a Municipal Committee 
a District Board, n.ierht l,o regarded as compel, ml 
to safeguard the interests of t| 10 pulilic agains! nets 
of p"l,l,c nuisanco created l,y tlio obstruction „f „ 
public highway, [p 75 , col. l. j 

No formal act of adoption by any person or 

antbonty is required for the acceptance of „ ],i„|, 


way dedicated to the public use, such acceptance 
can be inferred from the public user of the way. 
[p. 75. col. 1.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Addi- 
tional District Judge, 24- Perganahs, dated 
the 24th November 1913, modifying that of 
the Subordinate Judge, second Court of that 
District, dated the 29th April 1913. 

Sir Rash Behari (those and Babu Jogendru 
Nath Mukherjee, for the Appellant. 

Babus Provasli Chandra Mitter , Jnanendra 
Nath Sarkar and Bliupendra Nath Basil, for 
the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Walmsley, J. — The suit from which this 
appeal arises was instituted by two Hindu 
gentlemen with the permission of the 
Ad vocate- General in regai d to a piece of land 
which they described as a public highway, 
and the relief for which they asked is in the 
terms of form No. 31 in Appendix A of the 
Civil Procedure Code. The defendant, now 
appellant, is a Marwari who lias built a 
temple on land immediately adjoining the 
strip which the plaintiffs eny is a public high- 
way. 

The learned Subordinate Judge in the 
first Court found that the plaintiffs had 
proved their case, and granted them a decree, 
and this decision was confirmed by the learn- 
ed District .Judge in appeal. 

The first argument pressed in support of 
the appeal is that the plaintiffs could not 
suo under section 91, Civil Procedure Code, 
because the land lies within the area of the 
Calcutta Municipality and reference is made 
to section 336 of the Calcutta Municipal Act 
which declares that: “All public streets # * * 
including the soil * * * shall rest in and 
belong to the Corporation.” 

The defendant has no authority to quote in 
support of this argument and we have to 
read the two sections together, and consider 

whether section 336 of Act III of 1899 im- 
poses any limitation on section 91, Civil Pro- 
cod u re Code. E >r my part 1 cannot see any- 
tiling to suggest such a limitation. Section 
91 of the Civil Procedure Code is extremely 
broad in its terms, and if it bad been intend- 
ed to exclude from its scope cases in which 
a local authority, such as a Municipal Com- 
mittee or a District Board, might be regard- 
ed as competent to safeguard the interests 
of the public it would have been very ea^y to 
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insert words to that effect. As the section 
stands it does not matter where the alleged 
public nuisance is situated. Any two persons, 
provided they obtain the Advocate-General’s 
consent in writing, may sue for its removal. 
Again the other section, section 326 of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act, merely vests the pro- 
prietary right in the soil of highways in the 
Corporation: butit does not add that in case of 
obstruction the Corporation alone shall have 
the right to sue for the removal of the obstruc- 
tion. In my opinion, therefore, there is no 
weight in this first argument. 

Next it is urged that the dedication to the 
public use on which the plaintiffs rely is 
invalid, and this argument has several 
branches. It is said that the Courts below 
have not found when the dedication did take 
plaoe, that the dedication cannot have been 
earlier than July 27th 1893 when a letter, 
Exhibit 6, was addressed to the Secretary of 
the Corporation by Buddh Singh, Bishan 
Chand and Budree Das, that in 1893 the 
signatories to that letter were incompetent to 
make the dedication because they had pre- 
viously entered into an oral contract 
with the defendant’s father respecting the 
land, and that in any case such dedication 
was invalid because there was no acceptance 
by the Corporation. 

Lastly it was urged that the lower Courts 
were wrong in holding that the oral agree- 
ment set up by defendant was inoperative 
because it was not reduced to writing. 

One of these points may be disposed of 
at once, that is the objection that acceptance 
by the Corporation was necessary to make 
the dedication operative. The learned Vakil 
can refer us to no authority for this proposi- 
tion, while on the other hand, there is the 
statement in paragraph 43 of the Article on 

Highways in Lord Halsbury’s Laws of England, 

Volume 16, that: Acceptance by the public 
requires no formal act of adoption by any 
persons or authority but is to be inferred 
from public user of the way.” It may be 
added here that although there was no formal 
acceptance the lower Courts have found that 
the lighting, repairing, watering and scaveng- 
ing of the alleged highway was carried out by 
the Corporation. 

Now let us turn to the time and fact of 
dedication. In this Court it is conceded that 
a letter in the terms of Exhibit 6 was 


written in July 1893 to the Secretary to the 
Corporation. That letter speaks of the road 
as having been used by the public for about 
six years. The learned Subordinate Judge 
does not record an exact finding as to the 
year in which the public began to use the strip 
of land, but he points out that one of the 
two highways which it connects was con- 
structed in lb86. The lower Appellate Court, 
however, records very clear findings on this 
point: and says more than once that the public 
began to use the land as a passage in about 
1887. Paragraphs 51 and 52 of the 
Article already mentioned deal with user as 
evidence of dedication. On the definite find- 
ing of user since 1887, I do not think that 
the dedication must be regarded as made 
in July 1891 when the letter Exhibit 6 was 
written. Without that letter the evidence 
of user since 1887 is enough to justify the 
inference of a dedication in 1887, and the 
letter with its reference to six years’ user 
corroborates that evidence. It must be 
remembered that the defendant offers no 
evidence to rebut the inference, but contents 
himself with pleading that certainly before 
1893 possibly before 1 887, the signatories had 
parted with their rights in the land. 

The remaining question, therefore, relates 
to this alleged agreement of 1887 or there- 
abouts. The evidence of this alleged agree- 
ment is to be found in Exhibit D, a deed of 
gift executed in 1911 by Budh Singh and the 
son of Bishan Chand in favour of the defend- 
ant. Regarding this document and its 
allegation of a previous agreement, the 
learned District Judge holds that Exhibit C 
is not operative because the signatures of the 
executants have not been properly attested, 
that the alleged gift could not be made except 
by a registered document, and that hy the 
very words of Exhibit C, the ownership 
of the land remained with the executants up 
to 1911. The first of these objections is fatal: 
one executant signed the document at 
Calcutta and the other at Azimganj and one 
witness only attested each signature. The 
third objection is equally fatal to the defend- 
ant’s assertion that the dedicators were not 
competent to dedicate, for they say in the 
document that they are in possession and this 
is borne out, as the lower Court's remark, by 
their possession of the title-deeds. In regard 
to the second objection the learned Vakil has 
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urged that there was a sort of exchange 
between the parties in 1887 and that no docu- 
ment was necessary. But this attitude is 
inconsistent with Exhibit D for the executants 
convey the property by way of free gift, if 
the appellant received the property by way 
of free gift in 1911, it is clear that there 
can have been no operative agreement con- 
cluded in 1887. 

In my opinion none of the arguments put 
forward on behalf of the appellant has any 
substance and I think that the appeal should 
be dismissed with costs. 

D. Chatteimee, J.— 1 agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
First Civil Appeal No. 369 of 1915 

April 16, 1917. 

Present: — Sir Henry Richards, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Justice Sir P. C. Banerji, Kt. 
Tlai Bahadur KRISHNA SAH, C. LE.- 
Opposite Party— Appellant 

V6T8US 

The COLLECTOR of BAREILLY 

Petitioner — Respondent. 

Land Acquisition Art {/ ,j 1804', s. 0, cl. (3) “j 

the same effect", mean iny of— Notice— 'lime, whet he 
allowable. 

The words “to tho same effect” in clause (3) <> 
section 0 of the Land Acquisition Act mean that tin 
second notice should have the same matters men 

tinned in it including the time, as are mentioned it 
the first notice, [p. 7G, col. 2.] 

Therefore, in the second notice under clause (3) o 
section 9 ofthe Land Acquisition Act to theoecupiei 
of the land 15 days should also he allowed to enubh 
the occupier to make his objections, [p. 76, co l. 2.] 

First appeal against the decision of the 

District Judge, Bareilly, dated tho 3rd Sen- 
tember, 1915. P 

Mr. U. ,9. Bajpai, for the Appellant. 

Mr. A. E. Byves, for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT.— This appeal arises out 

of proceedings under the Land Acquisition 

6arned Distriot Judge 1ms 
affirmed the award of the Collector on the 

sole ground that the appellant did not 

state the nature of his interest in the 

land and the particulars of his claim 

compensation for such interest” by way 

objection under section 9, clause (2) , 

the Land Acquisition Act. He appears) 

have considered that such objection 

■ I r • 


having been put forward he was justified, 
(if not bound', under section 25 to affirm 
the award of the Collector. Section 9 of 
the Land Acquisition Act provides that 
t'' e Collector must cause public notice 
to be given at convenient places at or 
near the land to be taken stating that 
the Government intends to take posses- 
sion of the land and claims to compen- 
sation for all interest in such land may 
be made to him. Clause 2 prescribes what 
the notice shall state and amongst other 
things that the notice shall require all 
persons interested in the land to appear 
before the Collector at a time mentioned 
in the notice. It has expressly provided 
that the time shall not he earlier than 15 
days after the publication of the notice. 
In the present case the publication of the 
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date required for appearance before the 
Collector was the 24th of July— clearly a 
much shorter period than that prescribed 
by the section. Clause (3) provides for a 
second notice which is to be served on 
the occupier of the land and which is 
to the same effect as the notice 
by clause (2). In the present 
personal notice was served on 
of July. This also is less than 
I he learned Judge seems to have thought 
that because the personal notice was served, 
the first notice was unnecessary, and as 
no time was prescribed in the second 
notice the appellant is not entitled to 
complain that the notice served on him 
gave him less than 15 days to make his 
objection. We think that the learned 
Judge was wrong in the view he took. 
In the first place the Act requires that 
two notices are to be served, and accord- 
ingly the service of the first 
taining what is prescribed by 
was absolutely necessary. We 
that the 15 days ought to 
by the second notice. There is no reason 
why the occupier should not have some 
time allowed him within which to make 
his objection as other persons. We think 
that the words “/o the same effect” in 
clause (3, really mean that the second 
notice should have the same matters men- 
tioned m it. including the time as is in the 

.irst. notice. Ti e learned District Judge 


prescribed 
case this 
the 16th 
15 days. 


notice con- 
the section 
think also 
he allowed 
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should, therefore, have tried the case and 
considered the evidence, and the appellant 
ought to be considered as having had 
sufficient reason for not filing his objections 
before the Collector. We allow the appeal, 
set aside the order of the learned District 
Judge and remand the case to him with 
directions to re- admit the case on its 
original number on the file and proceed 
to hear and determine the same on the 
merits having regard to what we have 
said above. The respondent must pay the 
costs of this appeal including fees on the 
higher scale. 

Appeal allowed ; Case remanded. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Role Nisi No. 769 of 1916. 

March 28, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Smither. 

BASUDEB NARAYAN SINHA— 
Defendant — Petitioner 

versus 

Srimati KADAMBINI DASSI— Plaintiff 

— Opposite Party. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1903), 0. XXIII , r. I, 
s, 115— Leave to withdraw with liberty to bring fresh 
unit — Insufficient grounds — Revision — High Court, 
interference by. 

The mere fact that the Primary Court granted 
leave to a plaintiff, to withdraw from his suit with 
liberty to bring a fresh suit on the same cause of 
action on insufficient grounds is no ground for the 
High Court’s interference in revision under section 
115, Civil Procedure Code, unless the lower Court in 
granting leave acted without jurisdiction or with 
material irregularity in the exercise of its jurisdiction. 

Rule issued against the order of the 
Munsif, First Court, Kandi, in Mortgage Suit 
No. 1008 of 1915. 

FACTS of the case appear from the 
judgment. 

Babu Bernal Ohandra Deb , for the Peti- 
tioner. — The plaintiff brought a mortgage 
suit against the defendant admittedly twelve 
years after the execution of the mortgage, 
but in order to save limitation she alleged 
payment of interest within twelve years. But 
the whole evidence of the plaintiff did not 
disclose any payment of interest. After the 


evidence for the plaintiff was finished the 
Munsif called upon the defendant-petitioner 
to adduce evidence in support of his case. 
She did not do so but asked the Court to 
dismiss the plaintiff’s suit as being priina 
facie barred by limitation. Thereafter the 
plaintiff seeing the defect in his case filed 
an application for withdrawing the suit 
with liberty to institute a fresh suit and 
the Munsif allowed his application. I submit 
that the Munsif improperly exercised his 
jurisdiction in allowing the plaintiff to with- 
draw his suit under Order XXIII, rule 1, 
Civil Procedure Code, without assigning any 
reason whatsoever and your Lordships should 
set aside that order in revision. He should 
have dismissed the suit as being prirna facie 
barred by limitation under section 3 of the 
Limitation Act. The plaintiff should not have 
been allowed to withdraw from the suit 
simply because he failed to prove his case. 
See Order XXIII, rule 1, Civil Procedure 
Code. The Munsif exercised in this case a 
jurisdiction not vested in him by law. 

Babu Sajani Kanta Sinha, for the Opposite 
Party, was not called upon in reply. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is a Rule calling on the 
opposite party to show cause why the order 
complained of should not be set aside. The 
plaintiff opposite party brought a suit to 
enforce a mortgage. A question was raised 
as to whether the plaintiff could be success- 
ful and the plaintiff applied to the learned 
Judge for permission to withdraw from the 
suit with liberty to bring another suit on the 
same cause of action which the learned Judge 
granted. The learned Judge under the terms 
of the rule clearly had power- to grant the 
plaintiff permission to withdraw from the 
suit with liberty to bring a fresh suit at 
any stage of the proceeding, The mere fact 
that the learned Judge granted that leave on 
a ground that may or may not appear to 
ua to be sufficient is no ground for inter- 
fering under the terms of section 115, Code 
of Civil Procedure. This is not a case of 
want of jurisdiction nor did the learned 
Judge act with material irregularity. The 
Rule is discharged with costs — one gold 
mohur. 

Smither, J. — I agree. 

Rule discharged . 
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BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 238 of J 915. 

June 19, 1916. 

Present. — Mr. Justice Batchelor and 

Mr. Justice Shah. 

JAYA MADHAY KALAVANT— 

Appellant 

versus 

MANJUNATH TAJ CHANDU— 

Respondent. 

Unulu la w - • Succession — Na iki ns - Daugh tars and 


In the case of a naikin or prostitute dancing girl, 
daughters are preferential heirs over sons. 

hamahshi v Xagarnthnum , 5M. II. C. U. l(jl relied 
upon. 

Second appeal from the decision of the 
District Judge, Canara, in Appeal No. 
208 of 1913, reversing the decree passed by 
the Additional Subordinate Judge, Karwar 
in Civil Suit No. 152 of 1912. 

Mr. G. S. Mulgaok'ir , for the Appellant. 

Mr. 8. V . Palekar , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — The question here is as to 
the inheritance to the property of a naikin 
or prostitute dancing girl. The competi- 
tion is between the daughter and the son, 
and the learned District Judge has held 
that the daughter is the sole heir. 

Mr. Mulgaokar, who appears for the son, 
has referred us to numerous decisions of 
the High Courts. But the only decision 
which is strictly in point is that of Kamakshi 
v. Nagarathnam (1) and there the learned 
Judges in a similar case held that the 
daughters are preferential heirs over the 
sons. The books have been searched on both 
sides, but neither learned Pleader is able to 
point to any decision of any High Court in 
which the ruling in Kamakslu's case (1) has 
been differed from or questioned. This ruling 
is in accordance with the observation in 
Steeles Laws and Customs of Hindu Castes, 

at page 181 where we read: “Children of 

danomsr g'rls are of their mother’s caste... 
Daughters inherit the mother’s property in 
preference to sons.” We are the more ready 
to give effect to this opinion in the present 
case because it comes from the district of 
Canara, and at page 89, section 361, „f 
Ranges Manna! of Hindu Law as prevail- 
ing in the Presidency of Madras, it j a 
elated that the pruporty of a dancing gi, l 

(1) 5 M. H. C. R. 161. 


will pass to her female issue first, and 
then to her male, as in the case of other 
females.” Now at the time Strange’s 
Manual was published, what is now the 
Bombay District of Canara formed part of 
the Madras Presidency, and there is no 
reason to doubt that the customs incident 
to mukins in the Canara District are indistin- 
guishable from those observed by similar 
classes further south. 

On the whole, therefore, the present 
state of the law is in favour of the view 
taken by the learned District Judge whose 
decree must be confirmed with costs, this 
appeal being dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Order No. 576 ok 1915. 

December 1, 1916, 

Present: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Richardson. 

KERAMAT A LI PATWAR1 — Judgment- 

demtok — Appellant 
versus 

NAGENDRA (NABENDRA in Vakalat- 
nama) KISHORE ROY — Decree- 
holder — Respondent. 

limitation Act (IX of 190S), Sell. 1, Art. \S2— 
L'.vccut ion— Decree, cx parte, satisfaction of, against one 
judgment. debtor— Decree set aside as against that 
judgment. debtor - Application for execution— Limi. 

tat ion. 

Whon an c.v parte decree which lias been execute 
against one of the judgment. debtors is set aside in 
«nit by that judgment-debtor and the money roalised 
in execution is ordered to be refunded, u further 
application of the decree-holder, on the date on which 
the cj: parte decree is set aside, (o execute the decreo 
against the other judgment-debtor must be treated ns 
a continuation of the original application for execu- 
don which was made within time. [p. 7<), col. 1.] 

Appeal against l lie order of the District 
Judge, Noakhali, dated the 4th Juno, 1915, 
reversing that of the Mansif, Second Court, 
Lakhipur, dated the 1st August 1914. 

Babus Sitaram Banerji and Sarat Chandra 
Mnkhcrjcc , for the Appellant. 

Labus Akshay Kumar Banerjce and Uamesk 
Chandra Ben, for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an appeal from 
an order of the learned District Judge of 
Noakhali, dated the 4th June, 1.915, rovers- 
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ing the order of the Munsif of Lakhipur. 
The proceedings arise out of an application 
for execution of a decree. The decree was 
obtained as long ago as the 17th June 1910. 
It was an ex parte decree obtained against 
the present appellant and another person 
named Sangsar-ud-Din, his co-defendant. 
The decree-holder, respondent before us then 
applied for execution against Sangsar-ud- 
Din and brought to sale in execution the 
moveables of Sangsar-ud-Din on the 15th 
April 1913 and the whole decree was satis- 
fied from the proceeds of such sale. On the 
16th June 1913, Sangsar-ud-Din sued to 
set aside the ex parte decree and that suit 
was decreed on the 26th June 1914. On 
the same date on which that suit was decreed, 
the decree-holder applied for execution 
against the appellant, the other judgment- 
debtor, and the application having been 
refused by the Munsif, on appeal to the 
District Judge, the order was reversed and 
execution was directed to issue. The only 
point is whether that application was made 
within time. The matter seems to be one of 
first impression. The view that the learned 
Judge of the lower Appellate Court appears 
to have taken was that the order directing 
refund by the decree=holder to Sangsar-ud- 
Din in effect re-opened the execution proceed- 
ings and that the present application must be 
treated as a continuation of the original 
application for execution which was brought 
within time. We think, on the whole, that 
the view taken by the learned Judge was 
correct and we ought to affirm his order. 
The present appeal, therefore, fails and must 
be dismissed with costs. We assess the 
hearing fee as two gold mohurs . 

Appeal dismissed. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Civil Review No. 14 of 1916. 

May 11, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Atkinson and 
Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 
Musammat BHAGELA KUER AND OTHERS 

— Appellants 
versus 

ABDUL RAHMAN and others — 

Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1908J, 0. XLVII , r. 1 


(c) — Revieie — Document not produced at trial — 
Negligence. 

Where a document which was not produced before 
judgment through gross negligence is subsequently 
produced and shows that an injustice has been done, 
the interests of justice demand that the party to whom 
the injustice has been done should be granted a review 
notwithstanding his negligence, [p. 80, col. 2.] 

In the matter of the petition of lladjcc Abdoollali 
Reasut Hossein v. Hadjee Abdoollah, 2 C. 131; 3 I. A. 
221; 26 W. R. 00; 1 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 380 (P. C.), 
followed. 

Civil review in Appeal No. 406 of 1913 
against the judgment of the Sub-Judge of 
Shahabad. 

Messrs. Hasan Imam , and Naresh Ch. 
Siriha , for the Appellants. 

Mr. Pugh , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Atkinson, J. — This suit came before my 
learned colleague and myself in June of 
last year; and we dismissed this action on 
the ground of defective joinder of parties. 
It was argued and contended before us that 
the suit was not properly constituted 
inasmuch as two persons named Kazi Akbar 
Ali and Kazi Amjad Ali who were brothers 
of the second wife of the original mortgagee 
had not been made parties to the suit. 

Having regard to the frame of the suit 
and to paragraph 4 of the written statement 
we held that the plaintiff ought to have 
joined these two persons as parties. 

This application is now made to us to 
review our judgment on two grounds. 

First , it is contended that the two persons 
named in paragraph 4 of the written state- 
ment are not necessary parties inasmuch 
as, by a document, dated the 3rd October 
1912, they relinquished any right which 
they might have had in the property of 
Shaikh Elahi Buksh, the mortgagee, through 
his second wife, and that if they had any 
right through her thay assigned their right 
to the plaintiff No. 1, who is the son of the 
original mortgagee. 

Secondly , it is urged that these parties, 
even' if necessary parties could have been 
joined inasmuch as there was an acknow- 
ledgment within the meaning of section 19 
of the Limitation Act which would have 
saved limitation; and that thus if we con- 
sidered that these two persons wore necessary 
parties the joinder could have been made 
within limitation. 
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Ill support of the ground of limitation 
reference is made to an application filed by 
defendant No. 1 for a certificate of guardian- 
ship, schedule 13 of which shows the debts 
due by her husband’s estate — the husband 
being the original mortgagor. 

In this schedule appears, as item No. 5, 
the debt due to the mortgagees in this case. 
It is contended that this is an acknowledg- 
ment within the meaning of the Indian 
Limitation Act and that it saves limitation 
and it is urged that if these two persons 
ought properly to have been joined as parties 
they could have been joined inasmuch 
as there was an acknowledgment in the 
application of the defendant No. 1 of the debt 
due to the plaintiff which satisfies the 
requirements of the Limitation Act. The 
date of the application was the 6th Septem- 
ber 1910; and it is, therefore, urged that the 
plaintiffs could even now have added these 
parties as plainitffs within time. We agree 
in thinking that this argument is well founded 
and correct. 

However, the more material ground is the 
argument that the plaintiff was misled owing 
to the form in which the learned Judge in 
the lower Court had decided the question 
as to whether the two persons named in 
paragraph 4 of the written statement were 
the heirs of the deceased. 

No doubt these persons are not heirs, 
legally entitled to share with the others, 
as heirs of the deceased; but wo think that 
there was material fo lead the plaintiff to 
believe that it had been decided that these 
persons were not heirs of the deceased 
mortgagee and consequently that they need 
not have been joined as parties. 

It now transpires that after the institution 
of the suit on the 3rd October 1910 the 
plaintiff procured a deed from these two 
persons relinquishing and assigning to him 
all their interest in these properties and the 
plaintiff now seeks to rely upon this deed 
for the purpose of showing that those 
persons are not necessary parties; and that 
consequently the suit should not have been 
dismissed on the ground of defective joinder 
of parties. 

Mr. Pugh contends very strongly that the 
plaintiff’s application cannot come within 
the purview of Order XL VI I, rule 1, inas- 
much as they have not shown that the 


document they now rely on could not have 
been produced at the trial or before 
us after the exercise of due diligence since 
the deed of the 3rd of October 1912 was in 
their possession; and the plaintiffs must be 
deemed to have withheld this document 
deliberately in the face of the pleadings in 
the suit. 

Undoubtedly there was gross neglect on 
the part of the plaintiff in this case in not 
producing the document they now rely on, 
but we think that where the document 
which is subsequently produced shows (as 
it does in this case) that an injustice has 
been done, the interest of justice demands 
that the party to whom the injustice has 
been done should be granted a review. This 
well settled principle of law and practice 
was laid down by their Lordships of the 
Privy Council in a case reported as In the 
matter of the petition oj Iladjee AbdooUali 
lxeasut 1 [ossein v. Hadjee Abduollah (1), their 
Lordships say: “Looking to the extreme 
generality of the terms used in these 
sections, particularly to these terms 
other good and sufficient reason’ and 
‘necessary to correct an evident error or 
omission, or is otherwise requisite for the 
ends of justice,’ they are not prepared to 
say that there is an absolute defect of 
jurisdiction whenever the parties have failed 
to show that there was either positive error 
in law, or new ovideneo to be brought 
forward which could not bo brought forward 
on the first hearing.” 

This was a registered document registered 
on the very day it was executed and it has 
in no way been impugned as false or 
fraudulent. It was not produced earlier 
owing to the negligence or oversight on the 
part of the plaintiff himself who was misled 
by the decision of the Subordinate Judge 
and who failed to inform his legal advisers 
of its existence. — If produced the suit would 
nut have been dismissed. 

Wo think that the plaintiff has shown a 
sufficient reason for granting this application 
and wo accordingly grant it. 

It will be necessary to remand the case to 
the lower Court with a direction to accept 
evidence of the due execution of this docu- 

(1) ‘2 C. 131; 3 I. A. 221; 20 W. K. 50; 1 Ind. Dec. 
(n. s.) 380 (P. C.). 
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ment of the 3rd of October 1912, and to 
receive same in evidence when it will be 
admitted on the record. 

At the original hearing my learned col- 
league and I held different views upon the 
question as to the necessity for adducing 
evidence of the proof of the debt; but Mr. 
Justice Jwala Prasad agrees that as the 
case must go back to the lower Court upon 
the question of proof and admission of the 
deed of 3rd October 1912, it should also be 
referred to the Judge to ascertain by legal 
proof what amount is now due and owing 
to the plaintiffs by the defendant on foot 
of the mortgage bond in suit. 

We will accordingly direct the learned 
Subordinate Judge to ascertain the sum due 
and owing to the plaintiffs on foot of the 
mortgage bond, dated the 4th of September 
lb97. In doing so the learned Subordinate 
Judge should have regard to the well 
established principle of law that strict proof 
is necessary in the case of a creditor seeking 
to establish a debt against the estate of a 
deceased person. 

We regret to have to observe that the 
generous offer for settlement made on behalf 
of the plaintiff by Mr. Hassan Imam on 

Saturday last has been so unworthily 
declined. 

Inasmuch as the plaintiffs are responsible 

for this review and the appeal proving 

abortive before us, we feel that it is right 

and proper that they should pay the costs of 

the defendants in this Court as well as the 

costs before the Subordinate Judge and also 

a fee of three gold mohurs as the costs of this 
application. 

Application accepted. 


SIND JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Judicial Miscellaneous Application No. 29 

of 1916. 

November 22, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Pratt, J. C. 

M essrs. FLEMING SHAW and Co.— 

Applicants 

V 6 TSUS 

HAJI YUSIF ELLIAS-Opponeniv 

Arbitration .4c£ (IK of 1899), s. 19 — ‘ Step in the 
proceedings', what amounts to. 

Any application whatsoever to the Court, even 
though it he merely an application for time, is a ‘step 
in the proceedings’, within the meaning of section 19 
of t lie Arbitration Act, irrespective of the intention 
with which the application is made. [p. 82, col. 1.] 

Even a mere acquiescence in a proceeding initiated 
by the other party and in an order made on his 
separate application amounts to a ‘step in the pro- 
ceedings’. [p. 82, col. I.] 

Mr. T. G. Elphinston , for the Applicants. 

Mr. Nadirshak Noaroji , for the Opponent. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an application 
under section 19 of the Arbitration Act 
to stay a suit which was filed against 
the applicant on the 16th August last on 
the ground that the agreement between 
the parties, on which the suit was filed, 
provided that any dispute whatsoever in 
connection with it should be referred to 
arbitration. 

The suit was filed on the 16th of 
August, and summons was ordered to issue 
for the framing of issues on the 6th of 
September. On the 6th of September, the 
applicants appeared before the Small Cause 
Court by their Pleader Mr. Pamanmal, 
who admits that he applied for a postpone- 
ment on the ground that the documents 
relating to the suit had to be discovered 
and the time allowed had been too short 
to permit of this being done. On Mr. 
Pamanmal’s application and with the 
consent of the opponent the Court 
adjourned the hearing until the 25th of 
September. On referring to the documents 
the applicants say that they noticed the 
arbitration clause in the indent and then 
made this application on the 22nd of 
September, three days before the date to 
which the Small Cause Court suit had 
been adjourned. 

Mr. Nadirshah contends, and I think 
rightly, that the present application 
is barred by the reason of application 
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made to the Small Cause Court on the 
6th of September for an adjournment. 

The application for time seems to me 
to be clearly a step in the proceedings 
and it is pointed out in the case of 
Sarat Kumar Roy v. Corporation of Calcutta 

(1) that this is so, irrespective of the inten- 
tion with which the application was made. 
Whether the applicant wished to have fur- 
ther time to file a written statement or 
wished to have further time to raise as 
a bar to the suit the agreement to refer 
to arbitration, in either event the applica- 
tion was an application to invite the 
Court to do something which would enable 
the applicant to establish his defence. 

Mr. Elphinston relies on a passage in 
the judgment of Denman, J., in the case 
of Chappell v. North (2) to the effect that a 
mere consent to what may afterwards lead 
to a step is not of itself a step” in the pro- 
ceedings. But it is pointed out in the case 
of Bartlett v. Ford's Hotel Company (3) 
that the consent referred to was a consent 
given without the intervention of the 
Court. The application was to the other 
party and not to the Court. 

The later English cases go even further 
and establish that mere acquiescence in a 
proceeding initiated by the other party 
and in an order made on his separate 
application does amount to a step in the 
proceedings: County Theatres and Hotels , 
Limited v. Knowles^ 4). Lord Halsbury’sLaws 
of England, Volume I, paragraph 956, 
summarises the law on the subject as 
follows: 'A party who makes any applica- 

tion whatsoever to the Court, eveu 
though it be merely an application for 
time, takes a step in the proceedings”. 
This seems to me to be also the law 
here and this application must, therefore, 
fail. 

_ Applicatioyi rejected. 

(1) 34 C. 443; 11 C. \V. N. 306. 

(2) (1891) 2 Q. B. 252; 60 L. J. Q. B. 554; 65 L. T. 
33; 40 W. R. 16. 

(3) (1895) 1 Q. B. 850; 64 L. J. Q. B. 452. 

(4) (1902) 1 K. B. 460; 71 L. J. K. B. 351; 86 L. T. 
132. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1448 of 1916. 

March 13, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Napier. 

C. SRINIVASA A1YANGAR and others 

— Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

MEDDAIKARA ABDUR RAHIM SAHIB 

and another — Defendants — Respondents. 

Madras Estates Land Act (I of 1908), $$. 42 (2), 77 
(1), 26 (3 ) — Increase in area , discovery of on rc-survcy 
— Enhanced rent } suit for , maintainability of. 

No suit lies for onhanced rent for an increase in the 
area of a holding discovered on re-survey except on 
an order of the Collector under section 42 (2) of tho 
Madras Estates Laud Act. [p. 82, col. 2; p. 83, col. 1.] 

Per Napier , J. — Section 26 (3) only gives the land- 
lord the right to claim to revert to tho old rate and 
compels the Collector, in a suit under section 56, to 
decree it. It is not in the pDwcr of tho Court in a 
lent suit to cancel an existing patta , and, until that is 
done, it constitutes t lie conti act between tho parties, 
[p. 83, col. l.j 

Second appeal against the decree of the 
District Court, North Arcot, in Appeal 
Suit No. 124 of 1915, preferred against 
that, of the Sub-Collector, Tirupathur 
Division, in Summary Suit No. 112 of 1913. 

Mr. M. Pattanjali Sastri , for the Appel- 
lants. 

Mr. F. C. Desiktichariar , for the Respond- 
ents). 

JUDGMENT. 

Ayling, J. — The suit out of which this 
second appeal arises is one for arrears 
of rent under section 77 (1) of Act I 
of 1908. The rent sued for is in excess 
of that paid in previous faslis , the differ- 
ance being duo to an increase in wet 
area discovered by re-survey. The District 
Judge has disposed of tho appeal on the 
short ground that the suit for excess rent 
will not lie, until the landlord has obtained 
an order of the Collector under section 
42 (2) sanctioning the enhancement. 

1 think be is right. Section 42 deolares 
that no alteration of rent in respect of an 
alteration in area shall be given effeot to, 
exoopt under an order of the Collector 
passed on an application made to him for 
that purpose. Admittedly there has been 
no such application here. The ryot is, 
therefore, not liable to pay the additional 
rent olaimed. 

Tho question of whether a suit for 
enhanced rent (whatever be the cause ot 


INDIAN OASfiS. 


Vol, XL] 

I 

CHHOTTALAL ADITRAM TRAYDI V . BAI MAHAKORE. 

enhancement) can be brought without first 
enforcing the acceptance of a patta embody- 
ing the enhanced rent, on which a long 
argument was addressed to us, does not 
really arise in this case. 

I would dismiss the second appeal with 
costs. 

Napier, J. — The lower Appellate Court 
has dismissed the claim for excess rent, 
holding that it falls within the mischief of 
section 42 (2) of Act I of 1908. The appel- 
lant urges that he is protected by section 26 
(3), that the old paimash rate is the 
lawful rate and that the landholder who 
granted the lower rate being dead, he is 
entitled to sue for it without suing for a 
patta under section 56. I am strongly 
inclined to think that whereas in this 
case there is in existence a patta and 
muchilika at the lower rate, these terms 
must be altered either by exchange or by 
a decree under section 56 before the 
landlord is entitled to sue for the rent. 

It seems to me that the old patta remains 
in force, fresh pattas neither having been 
accepted, exchanged or decreed.” Section 
26 (3), I think, only gives him the right 
to claim to revert to the old rate and 
compels the Collector in a suit under 
section 56 to decree it. I do not think 
that it is in the power of the Court in 
a rent suit to cancel the old patta and 
until that is done, it constitutes the 
contract between the parties. Whether 
this be so or not, I do not see why we 
should not accept the footing on which 
the suit has been decided in both Courts, 
namely, that the claim is made in con- 
sequence of re-survey as the plaint does 
not allege the facts necessary to bring 
the case within section 26 (3). The fact 
°t re-survey is admitted and the case, 
therefore, falls within section 42 (2). I, 
therefore, agree that this second appeal 
be dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed . 

V. u. p. 
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BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 600 of 1915. 

January 18, 1917. 

Present : — Sir Basil Scott, Kt., Chief Justice, 

and Mr. Justice Beaman. 

CHHOTTALAL ADITRAM TRAVADI— 

Ppaintiff— Appellant 

versus 

BAI MAHAKORE and others — Defendants 

— Respondents. 

Evidence Act (I of 1872,), s. 91 — Suit for possession 
of joint property— Partition, deed of, unregistered , 
admissibility of. 

The factum of a partition, as distinguished from 
its terms, may be proved by evidence apart from the 
deed of partition itself, [p. 85, cols. 1 &2.] 

Augusticn v. Challis, (1847) 1 Ex. 279; 17 L. J. Ex. 
73; 74 R. It. 670; 154 E. It. 118; Kedar Nath Joardar v. 
Shurfoonnissa Bibee, 24 W. R. 425; Alderson v. Clay, 
(1816) 1 Stark. 405; 18 R. R. 788; Cotterill v. Hobby , 
(1825), 4 B. & C. 465; 6 Dowl. & Ry. 551; 3 L. J. K. B. 
276; 107 E. R. 1133; 28 R. R. 328; Strother v. Barr , 
(1828) 2 M. & P. 207; 5 Bing. 136; 6 L. J. C. P. 245; 30 
R. R. 545; 130 E. R. 1013, relied upon. 

Per Beaman, J.— A fact which does not necessarily 
constitute aterin, in any real sense, of a contract, grant, 
or other disposition of property, may be proved, 
although the writing in which the terms of that con- 
tract, grant, or disposition of property are embodied 
cannot be proved for want of registration, [p. 85, col. 2.] 

Second appeal from the decision of the 
Joint Judge, Ahmedabad, in Appeal No. 315 
of 1913, confirming the decree passed by the 
Subordinate Judge, Umreth, in Civil Suit 
No. 148 of 1912. 

Mr. G. N. Thakor , for the Appellant. 

Mr. N. K. Mehta , for Respondents Nos. 1 
and 2. 

Mr. B. D. Mehta , for Respondent No. 2. 

JUDGMENT. 

Scott, C. J. — The plaintiff sued to recover 
possession of certain property, Survey Nos. 
535 and 545, and to have a perpetual 
injunction restraining defendant No. 2 from 
taking possession of Survey No. 544 
and from using the water of the well, 
alleging that his father left two brothers 
out of whom one Chhaganlal died in 1897 
leaving no issue, while the other brother 
died in union with him, the plaintiff, in 
1905, that defendant No. 3 and he were heirs 
in joint undivided property under Hindu 
Law, and that defendant No. 1, the widow 
of Girdharlal, the uncle who died in 1905, 
had only a right of maintenance, and he 
sought to set aside a sale which had been 
made in favour of defendant No. 2 by defend- 
ant No. 1, Girdharlal’s widow. 
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The plaintiff’s case, therefore, rested upon 
an allegation that the property in suit was 
the property of an undivided Hindu family. 
Now with regard to Survey No. 535, there 
is evidence, which both the Courts have 
found to be conclusive, that Girdharlal was 
in exclusive possession from some date long 
prior to 1899, therefore, apparently Girdharlal 
was in enjoyment of it as his own separate 
property. 

Then with regard to plots Nos. 545 and 
544, there is evidence on the record that 
arbitration proceedings took place under a 
reference on the 27th September 1899, tbe 
parties being Girdharlal the husband of the 
first defendant, Araratlal Aditram his nephew 
on behalf cf himself and as guardian of his 
minor brother Chhotalal, and Ruxmani as 
guardian of her minor son Manila!. Chhota- 
lal is the present plaintiff. The reference 
was in these terms: — We, the undersigned, 
pass an agreement in writing that we have 
appointed Pandya Rarachandra Parjaram of 
Dakore and Tarwadi Bhogilal Valavram 
of Thasra arbitrators to settle about the 
partition, moveable and immoveable property, 
debts and outstandings, lands, trees, etc., 
belonging to our brother and uncle Chhagan- 
lal Sevakram who is dead and of the 
joint undivided lands.” Chhaganlal was 
the brother of Girdharlal und the uncle of 
Amratlal and Chhotalal. Upon that 
reference an award was made from which 
it appears that Survey No. 445 and two 
Koss’ share in the well in Survey No. 544 had 
belonged to Chhaganlal, and these were 
assigned to Girdharlal. The first defend- 
ant claims title both as widow of Girdharlal 
and as his devisee under his Will, and the 
second defendant claims title as assignee 
from her both as widow and devisee. 

Upon the facts hitherto referred to, it 
appears to me clear that the conclusion of 
the lower Courts that the plaintiff had not 
established his title to the properties in suit 
as joint undivided Hindu property, was 
justified because Survey No. 535 was the 
separate property of Girdharlal, and Survey 
No. 545 and the rights in 544 belonged 
exclusively to Chhaganlal up to the time of 
his death, and the award shows that thero 
was other property which was joint family 
property. 

It is, however, contended, and this i« 


practically the only contention now put 
forward, that there is evidence that there 
was a partition in the family between 
Chhotalal’s father and Girdharlal and 
Chhaganlal which was recorded in a parti- 
tion deed, and that the lands 535, 545 and 
544 came to the persons who enjoyed 
them subsequent to 1885 by virtue of the 
provisions of that partition deed, and it is 
contended that no other evidence can be 
referred to as to the nature of tbe property, 
that is to say, whether it was separate or 
joint property under the partition deed, 
while the partition deed not having been 
registered cannot be looked at. It is urged 
that section 91 of the Indian Evidence Act 
prevents the Court from concluding that 
there was partition at any time which led to 
a separation in interest of members of this 
family, because it is known that there was a 
partition deed in 18r5 which cannot be look- 
ed at. Jn my opinion that is an attempt 
to carry the provisions of section 91 too far. It 
provides that "when the terms of a contract, 
or of a grant, or of any other disposition of 
property, (within one of which categories the 
partition fell) have been reduced to tbe form 
of a document, and in all cases in which any 
matter is required by law to be reduced 
to the form of a document (which is not 
the case with regard to transactions in the 
nature of partition), no evidence shall be 
given in proof of the terms of such contract, 
grant, or other disposition of property, or 
of such matter, except the document itself, 
or secondary evidence of its contents in 
cases in which secondary evidence is ad- 
missible.” 

Now we are not concerned with cases in 
which the matter is required by law to he 
reduced to the form of a document. Section 
91, therefore, with regard to a disposition 
of property, such as we are now concerned 
with, prohibits any evidence of its terms 
other than the document itself, or secondary 
evidence of its contents where secondary 
evidence is admissible. It does not appear 
to mo from the record of the proceedings 
before the Court that there has been any 
attempt to prove the terms of any partition 
deed or of any transaction of partition. All 
that the Court has been concerned with is 
to find out whether particular properties 
claimed by the plaintiff to the joint family 
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property were at the date of suit joint or 
separate. 

The argument on behalf of the appellant, 
which has been urged very earnestly, is that 
the relationship of separated Hindus must 
in the present case proceed from an act in 
the law taking the shape of a partition 
deed, and, therefore, that relationship cannot 
be proved by oral evidence. According to 
my reading, section 91 does not go to that 
length, and the English Law as indicated 
in Taylor on Evidence, upon which the Indian 
Evidence Act is known to have been largely 
founded, does not support the appellant’s 
contention. In paragraph 405 of Taylor 
(10th edition) it is stated: — “The fact of 
the existence of a particular relationship 
may be shown by parol evidence, though 
the terms which govern such relationship 
appear to be in writing;” and again in the 
same paragraph: ‘the fact of partnership 
may be proved by parol evidence of the acts 
of the parties, without producing the deed.” 
The leading authority in England for those 
propositions is the statement of Baron 
Alderson in Augustien v. Challis (1), who 
said that you prove by parol the re- 
lationship of landlord and tenant; but with- 
out the lease you cannot tell whether 
any rent was due. A decision to the same 
effect is to be found in Kedar Nath 
Joardar v. Shurfoonnissa Bibee (2). That the 
fact of partnership may be proved without 
the production of the deed of partnership 
was established in Alderson v. Clay (3). 
Cotterill v. Hobby (4) and Strother v. Barr (5) 
are good illustrations of the distinction 
between proof of relationship of landlord 
and tenant and proof of the terms of the 
tenancy. In my opinion, therefore, the evi- 
dence upon which the lower Court came to 
the conclusion that the properties in suit were 
the separate properties of the plaintiff’s 
uncles was rightly admitted. I would dismiss 
the appeal with costs. 


(1) (1817) 1 Ex. 279 at p. 280; 17 L. J. Ex. 7*; 74 
It. R. 670; 154 E. R. 118. 

(2) 24, W. R. 425. 

(3; (1810) 1 Stark. 405; 18 R. R. 788. 

(4) (1825) 4 B. & C. 465; 6 Dowl. & Ry. 551; 3 L. 
J. K. B. 276; 107 E. R. 1133; 28 R. R. 328. 

(5) (1828) 2 M. & P. 207; 5 Bing. 136; 6 b. J- C P. 
245; 30 R. R. 545; 130 E. R. 1013, 


Beaman, J. — Three brothers, Chhaganlal, 
Girdharlal and Aditram, admittedly constitut- 
ed a joint Hindu family. The present suit 
is brought by the son of Aditram to recover 
certain properties set forth in the plaint 
alienated by- Mahakore, the widow of 
Girdharlal, and the foundation of the claim 
is that the family was a joint Hindu family. 
It has been contended here that although 
it is virtually admitted that a partition was 
effected in the year 1885, and evidenced by 
a writing, inasmuch as that writing was not 
registered, neither can any proof of its terms 
be given, nor can the fact that the family 
from that time forward were separate be 
proved in any other way. If the fact is 
provable, it has been convincingly proved I 
think as shown by the Chief Justice aliunde. 
I wish, if possible, to avoid going over any 
of the grounds, covered by that judgment. 
The Chief Justice has stated with abundant 
authority a proposition, of the soundness of 
which I think there can be no doubt. I 
agree that under section 91 of the Indian 
Evidence Act, as contended by the appellant 
here, the Courts were precluded from seeking 
the terms of the partition in the document 
which was inadmissible for want of registra- 
tion. I agree that that document could not 
be used in any way as affecting the property, 
the subject-matter of this suit. But having 
regard to the carefully drawn terms of 
section 91, it appears to me clear beyond all 
doubt that a fact which does not necessarily 
constitute a term, in any real sense, of a 
contract, grant, or other disposition of pro- 
perty, may be proved, although the writing 
in which the terms of that contract, grant, 
or disposition of property were embodied 
cannot be proved for want of registration. 
It follows, I think, that the plaintiff rely- 
ing on union, and his claim necessarily de- 
pending upon the proof of that relationship, 
the fact of separation is not a term in any 
sense of the manner in which the parties 
distributed the property at the time the 
separation was made and was embodied in 
writing, and is, therefore, a fact de hors the 
document which can be proved independently. 
The two Courts below, as far as I can see, 
made no attempt to look at the terms of 
the document for the purposes of this suit. 
It is certain, I think, that separation in the 
sense of a change of legal relationship is in 
po sense a term necessary to be included 


INDIAN OASES. 


[1917 


36 

KHOO EG KH WET V . NANIGRAM JAGANATH FIRM. 

in a partition deed. A separation ordinarily 
precedes the distribution of what was for- 
merly joint property. Logically it must al- 
ways precede it in time. But so far as the 
terms upon which parties who were formerly 
joint and have become separate agree thence- 
forward to distribute and enjoy the pro- 
perty, they are confined to that subject, 
and the terms have nothing to do with the 
statement of fact that a change in the 
relationship of individuals has taken place. 
For example, suppose that the parties here 
had never constituted a joint Hindu family 
at all, but had been merely tenants-in com- 
mon, every term in the partition deed might 
have been exactly the same, and the pre- 
liminary statement, if the deed indeed con- 
tained such a statement, that the family up 
to that time had been joint, and thence- 
forward ceased to be joint, would obviously 
be a fact standing alone, and not making 
up any part of the terms of the disposi- 
tion of the property. I should have thought 
that this matter would hardly have admit- 
ted of any doubt, had it not been for the 
array of authority apparently bearing upon 
the point which the learned Pleader for the 
appellant was able to adduce. Much of that 
authority is, I think, easily distinguishable. 
The principle stated by the Chief Justice 
is the true principle, and is supported by 
authority of at least equal weight. I think 
it unnecessary to go more deeply into the 
question which has been exhaustively treated, 
and I should not have said this much, but 
that I wished to express my own emphatic 
opinion that the law laid down by the 
Chief Justice in the judgment just de- 
livered is right and governs this case. 

I concur in the order proposed. 

Appeal dismissed. 
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money market it is transferable as if it were cash; 
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A document, may be negotiable although it con- 
tains conditions, but when a seller of goods issues a 
document the real effect of which is that he will 
hand over certain goods to any one producing the 
document provided he has them and ho 1ms boon 
paid his price and all charges in connection with 
them, no usage or custom of trade can compel him. to 
hand the goods over if he has not the goods or 1ms 
not been paid the price and stipulated charges, 
[p. 90, col. 2.] 

A document showing title to goods represents the 
goods to which it relates and the law governing its 
transferability is the same as the law which governs 
the transferability of the goods themselves and is 
contained in sections 108 and 178 of the Contract Act. 
[p. 92, col. 2.] 

Mr. C. 1\. Connell , for the Appellants. 

Mr. Bilimorin , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fox, C. J. — Khoo Beng Ok was a Chinese 
merchant who had a rice mill on the Palla 
side of the Rangoon river and his office ip 
Rangoon, 
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By two contracts in forms usual in the 
trade he sold 660 bags of boiled rice to 
S. P. S. Hoosain Nyna, a dealer in rice. 
According to the terms of the contracts 
delivery of the rice was to be taken ex- 
hopper into the buyer’s gunny bags, but 
the bags could not be removed from the 
mill until the price of the rice in them 
and other charges (if any) in respect of it 
had been paid for. 

Nyna took delivery of the rice ex-hopper 
and on the 7th February he paid for it by 
giving Khoo Beng Ok a (Jhetty s cheque 
on one of the European Banks. In exchange 
for this Khoo Beng Ok gave Nyna his 
receipted bills for the rice and an order to 
his godown keeper at the mill which is 
in the following terms: — 

(On Front of Sheet.) 

No. 55. 

Rangoon Ylth February 1913. 

Subject to Terms of Contract No 

Dated 4th February 1913, 21st January 1913. 

(Chinese characters.) 

Khoo Beng Ok Rice Mill. 

No. 1, Angyi Creek Dalla. 

To Godown Keeper. 

Deliver to Messrs. S. P. S. Hoosain Nyna or 
Bearer 660 bags, say six hundred and 
sixty only Boiled Rice. 

Gunnies and Twines supplied by the buyer 

Weight 160/lbs 
Bill No. 54/55 
M/N No. 43/37 

Seal 

Khoo Beng Ok Rice Mill 

One anna stamp 
Sd. in Chinese character 
Khoo Beng Ok Rice Mill. 

N. B . — This note is subject to our receipt 
of the gunnies receipt which has been 
granted. 


ment on completion of each day s milling' 

if required. . 

12. Sellers have the option of disposing ot 

the rice by private or public sale account 

should fail to take delivery ex-hopper as 

above or fail to pay for it as above within 
two days of presentation of the bill. 

13. All risk of fire, damage by rats and 
other contingencies to be borne by... from 
the time the rice is milled. 

14. Sellers have the right of removing the 
rice to othor than mill godowns at risk of ... 

after 24 hours’ notice has been given. 

15. Godown rent at the rate of Rs. 5 
per 100 bags per week will be charged 
to... should... fail to remove the rice on or 
before 15 days after milling. 

16. Sellers to have a lien on the rice 
until it has been paid for as above and 
until all godown rent and other charges 

are paid. 

17. ...cannot claim the right of leaving 
the rice in sellers’ godown after the 15 
days allowed for removal have elapsed. 

18. Accidents to machinery, strikes or 
sickness of mill hands or coolies always ex- 
cepted. 

19. No claim whatever to be made 
by... after delivery of rice has been taken 
ex-hopper. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT. 


Date ] 9 1 

Boat No. 

Mark. 

Quality. | 

1 

Quantity. 

Net weight. 

Initial. 

■ - l 

| 

i 







(On Back of Sbeet.) 

Special attention of holders of this delivery 
not ' is drawn to the following paras . 
copied from the contract subject to 
which this delivery note has been 

issued. 

9. Payment to be made in cash before 
any rice is removed, but not in any case 
Jater than immediately after BlillinfL P a Y** 


in the same day a durwan or messenger 
n Nyna went to the mill to take away 
rice He did not bring the delivery 
er tut said that on his signature the 
ivery order could be obtained next day 
Rangoon. Khoo Beng Ok's eldest son 
o was at the time in charge of the 
11, referred to his father in Rangoon by 

ephoue, and was authorised by him 

* 
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allow the rice to be removed by the durwan 
on his signing: for it. The bags were loaded 
into cargo boat No. 914 and shipped on 
the same day on the S. S. Oxfordshire for Co- 
lombo. The Bought Note and the Bill of 
Lading represent S. S. A. S. Sochalingam 
Chetty, the man who had given the cheque 
in payment of the rice, as the shipper, and 
the consignee at Colombo was S. S. A. S. 
Palaniappa Chetty. It does not appear 
what rights this firm had over the rice, but 
having given a cheque for the price of it, 
and got the shipping documents for it made 
out in its name, the firm in all probability 

had the rights of at least a pledgee in 
respect of it. 

There is no evidence as to how Khoo 
Beng Ok was induced to authorize removal 
of the rice from his mill without production 
of the delivery order. His evidence was not 
available in the case because he died shortly 
after the suit was filed. 

He did not get back the delivery order 

next day or at all. There is no evidence 

as to his having made any attempt to get it 
back. 

On the 21st February Nyna went to the 

plaintiff firm which lends money on the 

security^ of delivery orders, and told the 

plaintiff s son that he had to pay for rice 

on the following day. The terms of an 

advance were arranged, and next day Nyna 

came to the plaintiff’s office with a durwan 

who had the delivery order and receipted 

bills given by Khoo Beng Ok to Nyna on 

the 17th February. Nyna said that this 

man was the mill-owner’s durwan. The 

plaintiff’s son gave Nyna a cheque on a 

Bank for Rs. 4.000 which Nyna endorsed and 

handed over to the durwan , to whom was 

also paid Rs. 1,584-10-C, and the durwan gave 

the delivery order and Khoo Beng Ok’s 

receipted bills to the plaintiff’s son. The 

latter believed that the durwan was the 

employee of the miller, and understood that 

the money and cheque were going to tl 
miller. 

Nothing happened in oonneetion with the 
delivery order until early i„ the follow- 
ing May, when it beoaroe known that Nyna 
had absconded. The fraud committed by 
h<m in connection with the delivery order 
-n 8„, t was not the only one he commit- 
tecl, He apparently used forged delivery 


ie 


orders also, and is undergoing imprisonment 
on account of such offences. After present- 
ing the delivery order in suit to Khoo 
Beng Ok and calling on him to deliver the 
rice mentioned in it, the plaintiff firm, on 
this being refused, filed their suit for 
Rs. 5,584-10-0, the price of the rice under the 
contracts with Nyna, and for Rs. 217-12, 
the cost of the gunny bags and twinesupplied 
by Nyna. They also claimed interest. They 
based their claim on the ground that by 
the custom of the rice trade the delivery 
order which they held was a negotiable 
instrument entitling the bona fide holder 
of it for value to the delivery of the bags of 
rice mentioned in it. In 1890 the Recorder 
of Rangoon held in Vyravon Chetty v. 
Oung Zay and Mohr Bros., Ltd. (1) that a 
delivery order from the office of a 
rice-milling firm in Rangoon to one of its mills 
in the outskirts was neither (1) a document 
of title to the rice referred to in it, nor (2) 
a negotiable instrument. He also held that it 
had not been proved in the case that there 
was a trade custom prevalent in Rangoon by 
which holders of delivery orders for rice 
can claim the rice mentioned therein free 
from the vendor’s lien for the price and the 
charges thereon. 

I he first of the above propositions was 
based on L'iGeyt v . Harvey (2). From the 
recent decision of their Lordships of the 
Privy Council in Ramdas Vi that las Durbar 
v Amerchand ^ Co. (3), it seems to follow 
that wlmt was decided in I.eGeyt v . Harvey 
(2) is no longer good law. 

The second proposition that delivery orders 
could not he negotiable instruments was 
based on Crouch v . Credit Fonder Co. 
W. In that case Blackburn, J., one of the 
most eminent of commercial lawyers, laid 
down in effect that no instrument made 
in Lngland could be a negotiable instrument 
unless it was so under the law merchant, 


0) * Jhir. L. II. l. 

12^Vt, Jur * 15, = Chittv’aS. C. C. R. 

*■ L'd. l)er. ( x. S.) 70). 
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or it had been made so by legislation. In 
Goodwin v. Robarts (d) in the Exchequer 
Chamber Cockburn, C. J , an equally eminent 
lawyer expressly dissented from this pro- 
position and held that negotiability could 
be attached to documents by the usages 
of a trade. The following are extracts 
from his judgment: — 

** While we quite agree that the greater 

or less time during which a custom has 

existed may be material in determining 

how far it ha3 generally prevailed, we 

cannot think that if a usage is once shown 

to be universal, it is the less entitled to 

prevail because it may not have formed 

part of the law merchant as previously 

recognised and adopted by the Courts.” 
*#*##*### 

“We cannot concur in thinking that if 
proof of general usage had been established, 
it would have been a sufficient ground 
for refusing to give effect to it that it did 
not form part of what is called the ancient 
law merchant’.” It has been suggested 
by Mr. Willis in his work on Negotiable 
Securities, (1901) W. Willis’ Law of Negoti- 
able Securities 37 that the above two deci- 
sions are reconcilable, and that the decision 
in Crouch v. Credit Fonder Co. (4) was 
still good law, but Kennedy, J , in 
Bechuanal and Exploration Company v. London 
Trading Bank (6) and Bigham, J , in Edel stein 
v. Schuler and Co. (7) held that the ruling of 
Blackburn, J., to which I have referred, had 
been overruled. In a note on page 275 of the 
12th edition of Sir William Anson’s English 
Law of Contract it is said: “This extension 
of the range of negotiability by recent 
usage may perhaps need conhrmation by 
Courts of Appeal.” 

In Gilbertson Sf Co. v. Anderson and Coltman 
(8), Wills, J., refused to attach the attribute 
of negotiability to a delivery order by the 
vendor of goods on board a ship addressed 
to the master porter of a ship. 

Whatever may be the future decision 

(5) (1875) 10 Ex. 337; O 11 appeal (1876) 1 App. 
Cas. 476; 45 L. J. Ex. 748; 35 L. T. 179; 24 W. R. 987. 

(6) (1898) 2 Q. B. D. 658; 67 L. J. Q. B. 986; 79 
L. T. 270; 3 Com. Cas. 285; 14 T. L. R 587. 

(7) (1902) 2 K. B. 144; 71 L. J. K. B. 572; 87 L. T. 
204; 50 W. R. 493; 7 Com. Cas. 172; 18 T. L, R. 597. 

(8) (1902) 18 T. L. R. 224, 


of the English Appeal Courts in England 
on the controverted ruling of Blackburn, J., 
this Court has to be guided by (he decisions 
of their Lordships of the Privy Council, 
and it appears to me that in Ramdas 
Vithaldas Durbar v. Amerchand § Co. (3) 
their Lordships' decision involves the accept- 
ance of the proposition that negotiability 
car. be attached to documents by mercantile 
usage. In that case the main question was 
whether a railway receipt was a “document 
of title” or “a document showing title,” 
but the question of negotiability was also 
involved, and their Lordships held that 
by section 102 of the C( ntract Act the 
legislature intended to assimilate other 
documents of title to bills of lading for the 
purpose of determining the right of stoppage 
in transit in favour of a bona fide purchaser 
for value. As regards the question whether 
the railway receipt in question was a 
document of title” or a document showing 
title, their Lordships remark: — 

“In their Lordships’ opinion the only 
possible conclusion is that whenever ary 
doubt arises as to whether a particular 
document is a ‘document showing title’ 
or a ‘document of title’ to goods 
for the purposes of the Indian Contract 
Act, the test is whether the document in 
question is used in the ordinary course of 
business as proof of the possession or control 
of goods, or authorising or purporting to 
authorise either by endorsement or delivery 
the possessor of the document to transfer or 
receive the goods thereby represented.” 
They held that the railway receipt in 
question satisfied this test and that a 
pledgee w ho advanced money on the security 
of a railway receipt was entitled to the 
goods as against an unpaid vendor. 

The effect of section 137 of the Transfer 
of Property Act is that in the case of the 
documents mentioned in the explanation 
to it, a transfer in writing and notice to 
the holder of goods is not necessary in 
order to constitute a valid transfer of 
goods mentioned in them. Amongst the 
documents mentioned in the explanation 
is an order for the delivery of goods. In 
Anglo Indian Jute Mills Co. v. Omademull 
(9), a delivery order from the agents of 

(9) 10 Ipcl. Cap. 859; 38 C. 127, 
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the Company in Calcutta to the Manager 
of one of Us mills to deliver goods to a 
named firm or order was held to be a docu- 
ment of title, and the evidence establishing 
that delivery orders of the nature of the 
one in suit passed from hand to hand 
by endorsement and were sold and dealt 
with in the market, and that according 
to the invariable course of dealing in the 
Calcutta jute trade delivery orders were only 
issued on cash payment and were dealt with 
in the market as absolutely representing the 
goods to which they related free from any 
lien of the seller, the Mill Company were held 
liable to pay the plaintiffs the amount 
they had advanced on the delivery order, 
although a postdated cheque which the 
buyers had given in payment for the goods 
was dishonoured, and the Mill Company 
had never received payment. The company 
by issuing the delivery order lost its seller’s 
lien on the goods in its possession 

The main ground of the decision was 
that the Company had represented that the 
delivery order would pass and confer a good 
title to the goods, and they had put it in the 
power of the buyers to endorse the delivery 
order with this representation to the plaint- 
iffs who, dealing iu good faith and for 
value, were induced to alter their position 
on the faith of the representation so 
made. 

The form of delivery order in the present 
case differs considerably from the form in 
an order for delivery without any condition; 
in the present case the form expressly 
states that the order for delivery is subject 
to conditions, one of which appears on the 
front of the sheet of paper and the others 
on the back. Although it may be said 
that by it the miller undertakes to deliver 
the bags of rice mentioned in it to who- 
ever produces it to the godown keeper, 
the document itself gives notice to any one 
asked to advance money on it that he may 
not be able to obtain the rice at all by 
means of it if the rice has been destroyed 
by fire, and that he will not obtain it if the 
price and all godown rent and other charges 
in respect of it have not been paid. 

The conditions set out are sufficient to put 
a prudent man on enquiry as to whether the 
rice was still in existence and as to whether 
the price and all ohargea payable to the 


miller have been paid, when he is asked 
either to buy the rice or to advance money 
on the order. 

With such conditions plainly stated in 
the order itself it is difficult to see how 
the miller can be held to have made a 
representation to every one into whose hands 
the documents might come bona fide that he 
would hand over tho rice even if he had 
not been paid its price. The ratio decidendi 
in the Calcutta case does not appear to mo to 
apply in the present case, because of the terms 
of the delivery order giving every one who 
reads them notice that the rice may not be 
in existence, and if in existence may not 
have been paid for, and that the seller retains 
his lien for everything due in respect of it. 
No doubt a document may be negotiable 
although it contains conditions* a bill of 
lading usually contains many conditions 
absolving the carrier from liability for not 
delivering the goods covered by it, but 
when a seller of goods issues a document 
the real effect of which is that he will 
hand over certain goods to any one producing 
the document provided he has thfm and 
that he has been paid his price and all 
charges in connection with them, can any 
usage or custom of trade compel him to 
hand the goods over if he has not the 
goods and has not been paid his price 
and his stipulated charges? I think not. 

The above appears to me to be the 
effect of the delivery order which we 
have to deal with in the present case, 
and the right of any one claiming under 
it must, in my judgment, be determined 
by the terms of the document itself. 

Under proviso 5 to section 92 of the Indian 
Evidence Act a usage or custom by which in- 
cidents not expressly mentioned in a contract 
are usually annexed to contracts of that 
description may be proved, provided that 
the annexing of such incidents would not 
be repugnant to or inconsistent with the 
express terms of the contract. The usage 
sought to be applied to the delivery order 
in this case is that the miller who issues 
such a delivery order is bound to hand 
over the goods mentioned in it to any one 
win produces the document notwithstand- 
ing he has not been paid for them. Such 
a usage would, in my opinion, be repugnant 
t° apd inconsistent with the express 
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terms of the document under which the seller 
expressly has a lien on the rice mentioned in 
the delivery order until it has been paid for 
and until all godown rent and other charges 
have been paid. 

How then can such delivery orders be 
said to have become negotiable instruments 
by virtue of a custom or usage in the 
trade when the custom or usage in the trade 

oannot be proved? 

In my judgment Khoo Beng Ok was not 

liable to the plaintiff and his representatives 

are not. So far as it goes, no doubt the 
evidence shows that delivery orders by 
mill owners to their mill managers are used 
to obtain advances on in Rangoon, but 1 
should require better and more cogent 
evidence than was produced in this case 
before being satisfied that the general body 
of mill owners in Rangoon regard their 
obligations in respect of delivery orders 
issued by them to their mill managers in the 
same light as the witnesses for the plaintiff 
in this case. It would be surprising if mill 
owners had given up the distinctly advan- 
tageous position in which the decision in 
Vyravon Ghetty v. Oung Zay and Mohr Bros. 
Ltd. (1) placed them. 

If money-lenders choose to advance money 
without reading and having regard to the 
terms of the documents on which they are 
asked to advance, they do so at their own risk. 

Khoo Beng Ok fulfilled the contract in 
respect to which he gave the delivery order. 
The order itself contains no guarantee or 
undertaking that he would hold the goods 
and not deliver to any one except some one 
who produced the order. 

The terms of this order put every one 
asked to advance money on it on enquiry as 
to whether the goods exist, and whether the 
mill owner will deliver them without pay- 
ment. I am unable to hold that by issuing 
acch a document Khoo Beng Ok estopped 
himself from denying that he had delivered 
the goods to the person with whom he had 
contracted, or to hold that he and his repre- 
sentatives are liable to the plaintiff on the 
ground of estoppel. 

I would allow the appeal, set aside the 
decree of the Original Court, and dismiss 
the suit, ordering the plaintiff to pay the 
defendants’ costs of the suit and of this 
appeal, allowing the defendants extra 


costs of 10 gold mohurs a day for three 
days in the Original Court. 

Ormond, J. — The respondents are the 
legal representatives of Khoo Beng Ok 
(deceased), who owned a rice mill and 
sold under two contracts 660 bags of boil- 
ed rice to Nyna, a dealer in rice. On 
17th February Nyna paid for the rice 
and the miller gave him receipted bills 
and a delivery order on his godown- 
keeper (Exhibit A). The document is ex- 
pressed to be subject to the terms of 
the two contracts and directed delivery to be 
given to Nyna or bearer. The goods were 
ascertained and were the property of Nyna 
in the custody of the miller. Later, on t lie 
same day Nyna obtained delivery of the 
goods without giving up the delivery 
order, saying that it was in Rangoon and 
that he would return it the next day. 
Nyna at that time was in possession of 
the delivery order. On the 2‘2nd Feb- 
ruary Nyna fraudulently obtained from the 
plaintiff Rs. 5,584-10-0 on the pledge of 
the two receipted bills and the delivery order; 
and in May he disappeared. The plaintiff then 
sued the miller to recover this amount which 
was also the value of the goods covered by 
the delivery order. The plaintiff obtained 
a decree and the defendant now appeals. 

The evidence shows that Exhibit A, 
which is in a form well known in the 
trade, is transferable by delivery; that it 
is not issued until the goods have been 
paid for; that receipted bills showing such 
payment are attached to the delivery 
order and the documents f re passed on; 
that Banks will advance money on the 
delivery order when they are satisfied that the 
goods have been paid for; and that delivery 
is given upon production of the document. 

In the case of Vyravon Ghetty v. Gang Zay 
and Mohr Bros. Ltd. (1) (which was 
decided by the Recorder of Rangoon in 
1890) the transferee of delivery orders, 
similar to Exhibit A, sued the miller. He 
obtained a decree on the delivery order, 
the goods for which had been paid for; 
but this claim on the delivery orders, the 
goods for which had not been paid for, 
was dismissed on the ground that the 
delivery orders were not negotiable in- 
struments and that the vendor had not 
lost his lien. It was also held in that case 
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that the delivery orders were not docu- 
ments of title* — following the English de- 
cisions — but a decree was given to the 
plaintiff against' the miller in respect of the 
rice which had been paid for, on the ground 
that the miller could not have refused to 
deliver to his buyer and that, therefore, he 
could not refuse to deliver to the holder of 
the delivery order. 

The test whether adornment is a document of 
title or merely a token of authority to receive 
possession, is laid down by the Privy Council 
in Ramdas Vithaldas Durbar v. Amerchand 
Co. (d), where it is said: “The test is whether 
the document inquestion isused in theordinary 
course of business as proof of the possession or 
control of goods, or authorising, or purporting 
to authorise, either by endorsement or delivery, 
the possessor of the document to transfer 
or receive the goods therein) represented''' 
Upon the evidence this delivery order 
must be taken to be a document show- 
ing title to goods. The delivery order 
expressly states that it is 9ubjeot to the terms 
of the contract and that the goods are not to 
be removed before payment. It thus preserves 
the vendor’s lien for the price of the 
goods (if not already paid for) and it shows 
that the person who acquires the property in 
the goods is subject to any liability which 
attaches to the original buyer under the con- 
tract. 

The learned Judge has held that this 
delivery order is not only a document 
of title to goods, but that it is also a 
“negotiable instrument”, and that the 
plaintiff as the “holder”, therefore, was 
entitled to recover as against the defendant; 
and he also held that the defendant was 
estopped frcm saying that the delivery order 
was exhausted by reason of delivery hav- 
ing been given to the buyer. 

The learned Judge has, I think, overlooked 
the fact thatinall the cases where a document 
lias been held to be a “negotiable instru- 
ment” an essential element of the decision 
was that by the custom of the money market, 
the document was transferable as if it were 
cash. A bona fide transferee of cash obtained 
a good title to the cash (because of its 
currency) although his transferor might have 
stolen it. The document in such a case, 
therefore, had the element of ‘negotiability’ 
properly so called; a bona fide transferee for 


value of the document acquired a good 
title even though his transferor had none. 
Upon this principle certain securities for 
money (such as bonds and scrip) have been 
held to be negotiable instruments, although 
they would not be covered by the Bills of 
Exchange Act, 1882. 

But a document showing title to goods 
is on a different footing: the document is 
taken to represent the goods to which it 
relates and the law governing its transfer- 
ability is the same as the law which governs 
the transferability of the goods themselves. 
And this law, apart from any question of 
estoppel, is to be found in sections 108 and 
178 of the Contract Act. 

In Scrutton on Charter Parties at page 
lo5, Note 1, it is said: ** Negotiable' is a 
term which perhaps strictly should be 
reserved for instruments which may give to 
a transferee a better title than that pos- 
sessed by thetrinsferor. A bill of lading 
is not negotiable’ in this sense; the 
endorsee does not get a better title than 
his assignor. A bill of lading is 'negoti- 
able’ to the same extent as a cheque marked 
not negotiable’, i. c., it is ‘not transferable’.” 
Black burn, J., in Cole v. North Western Rank 
(10) says: “The possession of bills of lading 
or other documents of title to goods did not at 
common law confer on the holder of them any 
greater power than the possession of the goods 
themselves. The transfer of a bill of lading 
for goods in transitu had the same effect 
in defeating the unpaid vendor’s right to 
stop in transitu that an actual delivery 
of the gooJs themselves under the same 
circumstances would have had. But the 
transfer of the document of title by means 
of which actual possession of Die goods could 
be obtained, had no greater effect at com- 
mon law than the transfer of the actual 
possession.” And Lord Campbell, C. J., in 
(lumen v. Behrend (11) says: “A bill of 
lading is not, like a bill of exchange or 
promissory note, a negotiable instrument 
which passes by mere delivery to a bona 
tide transferee for valuable considera- 
tion, without regard to the title of the 
parties who maxe the transfer. Although 

the shipper may have endorsed in blank a 

(10) (1875) 10 C. 1\ 354 at p. 303; 44 L. J. 0. P. 
233: 32 L. T. 733. 

(11) (1854) 3 Kl. & HI. 622; 23 L. J. Q, H. 265; IS 

Jur - 8r »6: 2 W. It. 425; 118 E. ]\. 1275; 23 L. T. 89- 97 
lb K. 6S7, ’ 
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bill of lading deliverable to his assigns, 
his right is not affected by an appropriation 
of it without his authority. If it be stolen 
from him or transferred without his 
authority, a subsequent bona fide transferee 
for value cannot make title under it as 
against the shipper of the goods. The Bill of 
Lading only represents the goods, and in 
this instance the transfer of the symbol 
does not operate more than a transfer of 
what is represented.” 

The delivery order is a document of title 
to the goods to which it relates and the 
property of the transferor in the goods 
passes to the transferee by delivery of the 
document. This delivery order purported 
to be a document of title to certain specific 
goods belonging to Nyna in the custody of 
the defendant which were deliverable under 
certain contracts. But when the plaintiff 
acquired this title, the goods had ceased to 
exist and there was no title in Nyna; the 
plaintiff, therefore, acquired no title to any 
goods. No doubt the defendant, by giving 
delivery to Nyna without the production 
of the delivery order, did so at his own 
risk; and if Nyna had pledged the delivery 
order with the plaintiff before he received 
delivery, the defendant would be liable to 
the plaintiff for having wrongfully disposed 
of the plaintiff’s property. But Nyna was 
then in possession of the delivery order 
and was the person entitled to delivery. 

When once delivery has been given to 
the person entitled, the delivery order 
is exhausted. Channell, J., in London Joint 
Stock Bank v. British Amsterdam Maritime 
Agency (12) says: “if Messrs. Palmers 
were the persons entitled at that time to 
have the goods delivered to them, then it 
seems to me that the bill of lading would be 
exhausted:” See also Scrutton on Charter 
Parties, pages 183 and 273. Delivery having 
been given to the person entitled the 
delivery order ceased to have any effect. 

Sections 178 and 108, Exception 1, of 
the Contract Act do not help the plaint- 
iff: because there were no goods and the 
delivery order having become exhausted, 
there was no delivery order. Moreover, 
Nyna was not, and never had been, in 

(12) (1911) 16 Com. Cas. 102 at p. 106; 104 L. T. 
143. 
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possession of the document b^~ ^the^ con- 
sent of the owner (deftffti^i^; for Nyna 
was himself the owner of the delivery 
order until he took delivery and after 
delivery, though the defendant was entitled 
to have the document given up to him, it 
was not by his consent that Nyna re- 
tained it. 

As to estoppel, if A issues a mercan- 
tile document to which, by the custom of 
the trade, certain incidents are attached, 
he is estopped from denying that he is 
bound by those incidents, unless there is 
something in the document to show th6 
contrary. Thus the maker of a delivery 
order which by the custom of the trade 
relates to goods which have been paid 
for, is estopped from saying that they have 
not been paid for and he loses his lien: 
Merchant Banking Company of London v. 
Phoenix Bessemer Steel Company (13). 


In Goodwin v. Robarts (5), followed by 
Rumballw. Metropolitan Bank (14), it was 
decided that upon the ground of estoppel 
a person who deposits with an agent a 
security on the face of it payable to 
bearer, cannot recover it from a bona fide 
holder for value to whom the agent had 
fraudulently transferred it, whether it be 
a negotiable instrument, recognized by 
law as such, or not: because he had 
made a representation on the face of the 
scrip that it would pass with a good 
title to anyone who took it in good faith 
and for value. But as pointed out by 
Lord Sel borne in France v. Clark (15) 
and by Lord Esher in Fine Art Society 
v. Union Bank (16), the fact 
that the document in that case was 
treated as a ‘negotiable instrument’ by the 
mercantile world was essential to the 
decision. And Lord Bramwell in Colonial 
Bank v. Cady (17) says: ‘ I cannot, 
with all respect to Lord Cairns, see any 


(13) (1877) 5 Cli. D. 203; 46 L. J. Cli. 418; 36 L. T. 
395; 25 W. R. 457. 

(14) (1877» 2 Q. B. D. 194; 46 L. J. Q. B. 346; 36 
L. T. 240; 25 W. R, 366. 

(15) (1884) 26 Cli. D. 257 at 264; 53 L. J. Cli. 
585; 50 L. T. 1; 32 W. R. 466. 

(16) (1886) 17 Q. B. U. 705 at p. 710; 56 L. J. Q. 
B. 70; 55 L. T. 536; 35 W. R. 114; 51 J. P. 69. 

(17) (1890) 15 A. C. 267 at p. 282; 60 L. J. Cli. 
131; 63 L. T. 27; 39 W. R. 17. 
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ground for applying the doctrine of Pickard v. 
Sears (IS) in Goodwin v. Bobarts (5). The 
plaintiff there was not making a rdaim incon- 
sistent with anything he had theretofore said or 
done.” It clearly could not have been intend- 
ed to decide that the maker of every document 
which is transferable by delivery, is estopped 
from denying that it is a negotiable instru- 
ment”, when it is not a negotiable instrument 
either at law or by custom. 

In the present case there was no implied 
representation by the defendant that he would 
deliver the goods to anyone who was a bona 
fide transferee for value of the document: 
but merely that he would deliver the goods to 
anyone who had a good title to the delivery 
order, and that an endorsement of the 
delivery order was not necessary in order to 
pass the title. If the bailee had notice that 
the person presenting the delivery order 
was not entitled to the delivery order, and 
he gave him delivery, he would do so at 
his own risk. 

Lastly it is urged that the defendant is 
estopped by his negligence in not taking back 
the delivery order; and that by his omission 
to do so, he enabled Nyna to perpetrate the 
fraud on the plaintiff. There is no question 
as to the bona fidcs of the defendant. No duty 
was cast on the defendant to recover the 
document. Nyna was not the defendant’s 
agent, and the defendant was not respon- 
sible for him. So far from there being 
any negligence on the part of the 
defendant, he could not possibly have 
recovered the document if Nyna did not 

intend to give it up. Nothing on the part 

of the defendant but actual notice to 
the plaintiff could have prevented Nyna 

from perpetrating this fraud on the plaintiff. 
Though the defendant might have foreseen 
the possibility of Nyna making a fraudulent 
use of the document, he could not foretell who 
the victim might be; and consequently lie 
could not give notico to the plaintiff. The 
omission by the defendant was not the 

proximate cause of the loss; but rather the 
plaintiff’s omission in not making enquiries 
from the defendant and satisfying himself 
that the document was a genuine delivery 
order and that the goods were in existence. 

(18) (1837) 6 Ad. & K. 409; 2 N. & P. 488; 112 E. 
It. 179; 45 It. R. 538. 


See the judgments of Bramwell and Brett, 
JJ., in Baxendale v. Bennett (19). 

1 would allow the appeal, set aside the 
decree and dismiss the suit with costs to 
the defendant in both Courts. On the 
original side the plaintiff was given extra 
costs of 10 gold mohurs a day for three days — 
the defendant should have these extra costs. 

Appeal allowed . 

(19) (1878) 3 Q, 13. D. 525; 47 L. J. Q. 13. 024; 26 
W. R. 899. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Application in Insolvency Suit No. 178 

ok 1910. 

July 20, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Greaves. 

Re HA ill PA DA RAKSHIT— Insolvent. 

Ex parte BINODIN1 DASSEE — 

Applicant. 

Presidency Towns Insolvency Act (III oj 1909J, 30 

— Court, i tower <>/ —Examination — Application , contents 
,,j —Order refusing application , groa nds of. 

'Phut litigation may ultimately ensue between the 
Official Assignee and the party to be examined under 
section 30 of the Presidency Towns Insolvency Act is 
no ground for refusing an order for examination 
under that section, [p. 95, col. 1.] 

When the Official Assignee applies for the examina- 
tion of a poison under section 30 of the Act, ho 
should state shortly the nature of the information 
likely to be given by the person sought to be examin- 
ed and tho dealings or proportios of the insolvent 
to which such information will relato. [p. 95, col. 1.] 

An order for the examination of a person under 
section 36 should not bo made upon the allegation in 
tho Official Assignee’s petition that the person sought 
to be examined appears capablo of giving informa, 
tion respecting tho insolvent’s dealings and properties. 

[ ]>. 95, col. l.J 

Tho powers of the Court arc very wide under sec- 

tion 36 of the Presidency Towns Insolvency Act and no 

limit has been lixed by the section during which the 

powers may be exercised. Although the Court would 

iu using these powers bo careful to seo that they are 

not used undid vand unnecessarily after n consider- 

* • 

able time has elapsed from the time of the discharge 
of tlu‘ insolvent, still there is nothing in the Act to 
limit tho exorcise of the powers to the period before 
(he discharge. lP. 95, col. 2.j 

Mr. Langford James , for the Applicant. 

Mr. N. N. Sircar (with him Mr. B. K. 
Ghosh), for the Official Assignee. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an application by 
Sreemutty Binodini Dassee to set aside an 
order of the Registrar in Insolvency, dated 
the 6th June 1916, for her examination 
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under section 36 of the Presidency Towns 
Insolvency Act. The order was obtained 
upon the application of the Official Assignee 
and the applicant seeks to set aoide the 
order on three grounds: ( i ) that the insol- 
vent having obtained his discharge no order 
under section 36 can now be made; ( ii ) 
that the application on which the order 
was made disclosed no grounds for making 
such order; (iii) that as litigation may 
ensue between the applicant and the Official 
Assignee, an order for her examination would 
be inequitable. 

I deal with the third ground first; and 
with regard to this ground I hold that the 
case is upon the facts eminently one for 
the examination of the applicant under 
section 36, if such an examination can now 
be ordered, and I see no ground for refus- 
ing an order under section 36 because litiga- 
tion may ultimately ensue between the 
Official Assignee and the party to be ex- 
amined; if this were so, it would in many 
cases render the valuable provisions of 
section 36 nugatory. The case seems to 
me quite different when there is actual 
litigation in progress between the Official 
Assignee and the person sought to be ex- 
amined. 

With regard to the second ground, it 
appears from the petition of the Official 
Assignee that the order was made upon 
his allegation that the applicant appeared 
capable of giving information respecting 
the insolvent’s dealings and properties. I 
should not myself have made an order 
upon an application of this kind. 1 think 
the Official Assignee should state shortly 
the nature of the information likely to be 
given by the person sought to be examined, 
and the dealings or properties of the insol- 
vent to which such information will relate. 
But I have before me ample materials to 
justify the making of the order, if it can 
be made at this stage, and accordingly I 
do not propose to set aside the order upon 
this ground. 

It now remains to consider the first and 
most important ground upon which the order 
is sought to be set aside. 

Section 36 provides that the Court may, 
on the application of the Official Assignee, 
or of any creditor who has proved his debt 
at any time after an order of adjudication 


has been made, summons before it the 
insolvent or any persen known or suspected 
to have in his possession any property 
belongiug to the insolvent, or supposed to 
be indebted to the insolvent or any person 
whom the Court may deem capable of 
giving information respecting the insolvent, 
his dealings or property. 

The section fixes no limit during which 
the powers under it may be exercised, but 
it was urged before me, on behalf of the 
applicant, that the powers cease on the 
insolvent’s discharge, because section 43 of 
the Act provides what is to be done by a 
discharged insolvent to assist in the realiza- 
tion of his property and, it is said, that 
section would not have been necessary if 
the provisions of sections 33 — 37 were still 
subsisting after the insolvency. It may be 
that so far as the insolvent is concerned, 
the provisions of section 36 are not appli- 
cable after his discharge, having regard 
to the provisions of section 43, but I see 
no reason why this should be so in the 
case of the other persons referred to in 
section 36. To so hold would, I think, 
be prejudicial to the insolvent himself, as 
it might delay his obtaining his discharge, 
as, if the Court’s powers under section 
36 came to an end upon the same being 
granted, the Court might hesitate to grant 
such discharge at as early a period as, 
but for this, it would otherwise do. The 
powers of the Court are very wide under 
section 36, and I think the Court would, 
in using them, be careful to see they 
were not used uuduly and unnecessarily 
after a considerable time had elapsed from 
the time of the discharge, but I see nothing 
in the Act to limit the powers of the 
Court under section 36 to the period before 
discharge, and accordingly I think, in a 
proper case, the Court can even after 
discharge use the powers given by section 
36. I think the present is a proper case 
upon the materials before me, and accord- 
ingly the first ground of the application 
also fails and the application must be dis- 
missed with costs. 

Application dismissed . 
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MIDNAPUR ZEMINDARY CO. t>. SECRETARY OF STATE. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Order No. 2u2 

ok 1915. 

February 27, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Chapman and 

Mr. Justice Roe. 

RAMCHARITER SAHU- Appelllant 


versus 


RAM NARAIN SAHU — Respondent. 

Succession Certificate Art (I'll oj 18S9), s. 6— .Is- 
snjnee u( representutire of < l accused, whether cun apply. 

A succession certificate may be granted to the 
assignee of the representative of a deceased person. 

Appeal from an order of the District 
Judge, Muzafferpur, dated the 9th February 

1915. 

Mr. Mnhammud Mustafa Khan , for the 
Appellant. 


Rai Gurusaran Prasad , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Chapman, J. — This is an appeal against an 
order granting a succession certificate. The 
appellant is Ramchariter Sahu, his brother 
was one Raradhari. Ramdhari died leaving 
a son Bhagwat. It is the debt due to 
Ramdhari’s son Bhagwat (who is dead) 
which formed the subject of the certificate. 
The order was made cx parte , the appellant 
not having appeared at the hearing. There 
was evidence that the brothers Ramchariter 
and Ramdhari had separated. This evidence 
is also supported by the judicial proceedings 
which admittedly took place. That being 
so, it is difficult to say that the appellant has 
any locus standi to prosecute this appeal. 
The family being separate the infant son 
Bhagwat was succeeded by his mother and 
until the death of his mother Ramchariter 
has no interest in the estate. 

The point taken in appeal is that the 
succession certificate should not have been 
granted in this case. Jt appears that after 
the death of Bhagwat his mother who 
succeeded him assigned her rights and tho 
various debts including this one to Ram 
Narain bahu, to whom the succession 
certificate has been granted. It has been 
argued that a succession certificate cannot 
be granted to the assignee of the representa- 
tive of a deceased person. I see no reason 
why a succession certificate should not have 
been granted to the assignee. The appeal is 
dismissed with costs. 

Roe, J. — l agree. 


Appeal dismissed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Decree No. 91 

ok 1915. 

June 8, 1916. 

Present : — Sir Lancelot Sanderson, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Justice Sir Asutosli 

Mookerjee, Kt. 

MIDNAPUR ZEMIN DA RY COMPANY— 

Plaintiffs - Appellants 

versus 

SECRETARY ok STATE for INDIA— 
Defendant — Respondent. 

Court lacs Act (VII of 1870J, Sch. It, Art. 17, 
cl. (iii), s. 7 , subs. 4, cl. (e) — Bengal Tenancy Act 
(Ylll B. C. of 1 HH5), s. 1 1 1 A, suit under — Consequen- 
tial relic / — Ciril Procedure Code (Act V of 1908^, O. 
VII, r. 1 [ — Rejection of plaint —Court-fee, deficient. 

Whore iua suit under section 11 1A of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, tho plaintiff tenant asks not only for a 
declaration of the occupancy light of which lie claims 
he is in possession, but also asks for a declaration that 
the entry in the Record of Rights as to his status as 
tenure-holders is a nullify, the plaint comes within 
section 7, sub-section 4, clause (e) t of the Court Fees 
Act, inasmuch as a consequential relief is asked 
t herein. \ p. 97, col. 1 . j 

The proviso to section 1 1 1 A of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. must be strictly applied. 1 p. 97, col. l.j 

The provision of rule 11, Order N IT, Code of Civil 
Procedure, is mandatory, so that a Court has no 
alternative but to reject a plaint written upon an 
iiisiillicicnt ly stamped paper, when the plaintiff on 
being required by » lie Court to supply the requisite 
stamp paper within the time fixed by the Court fails 
to do so. [ p. 97, col. 2.J 

Appeal against the decree of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Murshidabad, dated the 
3rd February 1915. 

Mr. V. N. Sen Gupta (with him Babus 
Jogetth Chandra Roy, Sitaram Banerjee and 
Probodli Kumar Das), for the Appellants. 

Babu Ram Charan Mitra (Senior Govern- 
ment Pleader), for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sanderson, C. J. — I think this appeal must 
he dismissed. 

The point arises upon the plaint which was 
filed in this case. The learned Judge has 
held that tho plaint was notone that merely 
asked for a declaratory decree, but was one 
in which a consequential relief was claimed. 
The stamp which was upon the plaint was 
one of Rs. 10, the stamp which is appli- 
cable to a plaint in a suit to obtain a 
declaratory decree, under Article 17, clause 
(a/), of the Second Schedule to the Court 
Fees Act of 1870. The learned Judge held 
that it was a plaint in which a consequential 
lcliof was asked, and consequently it came 
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■within section 7, sub-section 4, clause (c) of 
that Act. 

In ray judgment there is no doubt that the 
learned Judge was right. The suit was 
instituted under section 111A of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act; and in considering the nature 
of the suit regard must be had to the actual 
words of the section. It provides that “No 
suit shall be brought in any Civil Court in 
respect of any order directing the prepara- 
tion of a Record of Rights under this chapter 

‘p* -j j i * wifc k certa * n saving clauses, 
Provided that any person who is dissatisfied 

with any entry in, or omission from, a Record 
ot Rights framed m pursuance of an order 
made under section 10 1, sub-section (2 » , 
clause U), which concerns a right of which 
lie is in possession, may institute a suit for 
declaration of his right under Chapter VI of 
the Specific Relief Act, 1877.” In my judg- 
ment these words must be strictly applied. 
What is it he is entitled to ask for in a suit 
brought under that section*' He is entitled 
to ask for a declaration of the right of which 
he claims he is in possession. In this case 
the plaintiff claims that he is in possession of 
an occupancy right. Therefore, he is quite 
entitled to ask for such a declaration as 

is comprised in clause (a) of paragraph 

I of his plaint. But he goes on in para- 
graph (b) to ask for a declaration that “the 
en ry in the records as to his status as 
tenure-holder IS a nullity.” I n my judgment 
that is not suoh a declaration as is con- 
templated by the proviso to section 111 A. 

1 think the words are so plain that the point 
which has been taken on behalf of the plaint- 
itt is not really arguable. Therefore, I think 
e or er of the learned Judge was right. 
Having come to the conclusion, as he did, that 
io p am iff was asking for something more 
than a mere declaratory decree, and was 
asking tor a consequential relief, what was 
the learned Judge to doh That is pointed 
out clearly by Order VII, rule 11, which says 
a. he plaint shall be rejected in the 
following cases: (a) where it does not 
isc ose a cause of action”, that is not the case 
e ^ e w ^ iere the relief claimed is under- 

7 a u! L aD< ^ ^ le plaintiff, on being required 
y e Court to correct the valuation within 
a time to be fixed by the Court, fails to do 
so » again that is not this case: “(c) where 
lbe rellef claimed is properly valued, but the 

7 


plaint is written upon paper insufficiently 
stamped, and the plaintiff, on being required 
by the Court to supply the requisite stamp 
paper within a time to be fixed by the Court, 
fails to do so.” In this case the relief was 
properly valued at Rs. 5,225, at least there 
was nothing said to show that the relief was 
not properly valued. But the learned Judge 
rightly came to the conclusion that the plaint 
was written upon paper insufficiently stamped 
and the plaintiff on being required by the 
Court to supply the requisite stamp paper 
within the time fixed by the Court failed to 
do so. Therefore, he had no other alternative 
but to reject the plaint in accordance with 
the terms of the rule. In my judgment, the 
learned Judge was right in his decision, he 
had no alternative but to reject the plaint. 

The learned Counsel, who appeared on 
behalf of the plaintiff, asked this Court to 
give the plaintiff leave to amend his plaint by 
striking out paragraph (6) of clause 11 in 
his plaint. In my judgment, he ought not 
to be allowed to do so for the reasons I have 
already given, and, this Court has no more 
power than the learned Judge when it is 
shown that the case comes within Order VII, 
rule 11. This Court has no jurisdiction, the 
provision is mandatory, and this Court, just 
the same as the Court below, is bound by that 
section which provides that under the above- 
mentioned circumstances the suit shall be 
rejected. 

The appeal is dismissed with costs. 

Mookerjee, J. — I agree. 

A ppeal dis m issed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
Second Civil Appeal No. 254 of 1915. 

May 3, 1917. 

Present : — Sir George Knox, Kt., 
Acting Chief Justice. 

Lila SHAMBHU NATH and others — 1 
Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

HARI RAM and after his death MANG AT 

RAI, Major, and others— 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Limitation Act (l X oj 190H), Sch . I , Arts . 142, 144 — 
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Adverse possession — Abaci i in agricultural malial — 
Durden of proof. 

If a person occupying a portion of the ubadi in a 
purely agricultural mahal raises the defence of 
adverse possession, the burden of proving that pos- 
session lies very heavily on him and he caDnot rid 
himself of that burden by saying that the zemindar 
lias not shown that he has been in possession within 
twelve years next preceding the suit. [p. 98, col. 2.] 

Second appeal from the decision of the 
Additional Judge, Saharanpur, dated the 13th 
November 1914. 

JUDGMENT. — The subject-matter of this 
appeal is described in the plaint as a 
shop, the occupant of which carries on 
grocery business. It is situate within Mahal 
Radhe Lai in Mama Barampur, Pargana 
Manghaur, Tahsil Roorkee. The plaintiffs 
are zemindars of the mahal , this is admitted. 
It is said in the plaint that the defend- 
ant Hori Ram occupied a certain plot of 
land in the abadi as a tenant of the 
zemindars and paid chuukidara tax for the 
same. But subsequently under a collusive 
and fictitious sale-deed dated the 30th of 
May 1912, he sold the aforesaid shop to 
defendants Nos. 2, 3 and 4 and he gave 
up residing in the village and took up 
his residence in l^asba Parkazi, District 
Muzaffarnagar. That the defendants-vendees 
took possession of the shop and are now 
in possession of it. That the defendant 
No. 1 occupied the land covered by the 
said shop as a riot. He had legally no 
right to transfer nor had defendants-vendees 
any right to remain in possession thereof 
without the permission and consont of tho 
plaintiffs, who are zemindars and proprietors. 
That immediately o>n coining to know of 
the sale, the plaintiffs desired the defend* 
ants-vendees several times to remove the 
materials purchased, to vacate the site 
and to make over possession thereof to the 
plaintiffs but they refused to do so. The 
plaintiffs accordingly pray that defendants 
Nos. 2, 3 and 4 be ordered to vacate the 
site of the shop and may be ordered to 
remove the materials of the shop purchased 
and absolute possession be given to the 
plaintiffs. 

The answer to the allegations contained 
in the plaint are that defendant No. 1 
was the owner of the property in suit 
and had been in proprietary and adverse 
possession for more than twelve years. 
He was not a tenant of the plaintiffs, nor 


did he pay the cliaukidara or any zemindari 
dues. That the defendants have never 
been in possession within twelve years. 

The case is not complicated by any 
contention that the mahal is not a purely 
agricultural mahal t and the dispute between 
the parties resolves itself into one of a 
zemindar seeking to eject from abadi lands 
persons who without right or permission 
derived from him occupied portions of the 
abadi land. The Court of first instance 
decreed the claim and the defendants 
went in appeal. The appeal was heard 
by the Additional District Judge of 

Saharanpur. 

I have noticed in more than one case 
which has come from this Court that the 
Judge takes a peculiar view of the law 
on this subject. He starts off in the 
present case before me, as in other cases, 
in laying down that in the suit for posses- 
sion it is the duty of the plaintiff to prove 
his possession within twelve years next 
before the institution of the suit. He 
appears entirely to forget the relation 
which exists between zemindar and tenant 
with regard to land situate in the abadi . 
It would appear that he had never really 
studied the leading case on this matter 
of Sri Girdhariji Maharaj v. Ghote Lai (1). 

I say this, because if he had he would 
not have started with the inaccurate premise 
with which he does. In Second Appeal 
No. 1040 of 1914, I have pointed out 

the fallacy of this reasoning and 
called particular attention to it. If 
a person occupying a portion of tho abadi 
in a purely agricultural mahal raises the 
defence of adverse possession, the burden 
of proving that possession lies very heavily 
upon him and he cannot rid himself of 
that burden by saying that the zemindar 
has not shown that he has been in posses- 
sion within twelve years next preceding 
the suit. It is most natural that the 
plaintiffs should not know on what terms 
this land was given to the father of 
Umrao; if they had pretendod to have such 
knowledge tho probability would be that 
they would be setting up a fictitious oase. 
It is enough to say, I am zemitular of 
this abadi and it is for you (the ryot) 

(1) 20 A. 248; A. W. IN. (189S) 27; 9 Iud. Deo. 
(n. s.) 520. 
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to shew how contrary to the general 
custom prevalent in the United Provinces, 
you prove the plea of adverse possession. 

do not mean to say there are not 
villages in which the Record of Rights 
oes not admit the existence of some 
oustom upon which such a plea might be 
founded, but I do say that the defend- 
ant has to bring forward an opposite 
oustom and to prove that it is a oustom 
prevailing in his village. The learned 
District Judge writes: “On the other hand, 
the defendants are purchasers from Umrao, 
who had been in adverse possession of 
the site of the shop for more than twelve 
years. He gives no foundation for the 
determination of this, but bases it upon 

w a e is pleased to term a "series of 
r "'!" gs beginning with Nazir Hasan v. 
Shibba (2). He has not said where this 
initial ruling of the series is to be found 
or where any other rulings of the series 
are to be met with. No attempt was 
made to support this judgment by a 
reference to any of these rulings. Only 
one oase was oited to me with which I 
sha 1 .shortly deal. He goes on to say 
that I he ruling applicable to this case 
is Bhadder v . Khair-ud-din Husain (3).” 
f hat was in many ways a peculiar oase. 
i he houses in dispute were houses situate 
“ Uaraganj in the city of 
Allahabad. The judgment does not show to 
what profession the person who laid claim 

to the houses as owner belonged. But it is 

said m the judgment of the learned Chief 
us ice that neither the owner of it nor 

any of his predeoessors-in-title ever paid 

any rent for it, nor gave any aoknowledg- 
men o his title to the zemindar , nor 
carried on any trade, such as that of 
carpenter blacksmith, etc., for the carry- 
ing on of whioh sites in the abadi of a 
Ji age are usually granted by the zemindar 
ree o rent.” Mohalla Daraganj cannot 
by any pretence be said to be a purely 
agricultural mohalla , it is a portion of 
the city of Allahabad inhabited mainly 
by pragwals and it is doubtful whether 
a single tenant of an agricultural type 
resides within the four corners of the 
a la. The claimant in the present case 



f A * 8 J ; hbJi- J - 479: A - w - N - (1904) 168. 
A. W. N. (1906) 305j 3 A. L, J. 760*. 29 A. 133. 


and his predecessor were apparently petty 
hanias dealing in groceries and wares which 
would find favour in a purely agricultural 
village and would in most cases be neces- 
sary to make the village the self-consisting 
unit which Indian villages used to be. 

The case referred to above is that of 
Hai Raj Naram v. Kammunu , First 
Appeal No. 1176 of 1915, decided on the 
10th April 1917. The main point on whioh 
that case was decided was the conten- 
tion of the plaintiff that the learned Judge 
of the lower Appellate Court had dis- 
posed of the appeal on a ground which 
was not taken in the case and had set 
up a plea of adverse possession. There 
was, moreover, a finding that a custom of 
transfer of houses by tenants without any 
objection made by the zemindar was current 
and proved. This is a totally different oase 
from the one before me. In this oase 
the learned Judge goes on after these 
preliminary statements to lay down this 
startling result. That there being no 
proof that Umrao or his father was a 
iijot of the plaintiff, their possession must 
be presumed to be prima facie adverse, 

I allowed time in this present oase at 
the special request of the learned Counsel 
for the respondents to allow the parties 
to arrive at some understanding, and I 
think it is unfortunate that the respond- 
ents do not appear to have availed them- 
selves of this opportunity, The pleas taken 
in appeal prevail. 

The appeal is decreed, the order of the 
lower Appellate Court is set aside and 
the decree of the Court of first instance 
is restored with costs in all Courts. 

Appeal accepted . 
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CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 2732 

of 1915. 

April 23, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 

H ASISWARI DEBI — Plaintiff— Appellant 

versus 

HA HI NATH CHAKERVERTY— 
Defendant — Respondent. 

I. milliard and tenant — Permanent tenure — Rryistcrvd 
I rare, necessity of. 

A permanent tenure cannot bo created under the 
Hcngal Tenancy Act or any other Act except by a 
registered instrument, even where t lie land is agri- 
cultural land situate outside a town and let out for 
the purpose of growing thatching grass. p. 101, 
col. I.] 

Therefore, a person who enters upon land as a 
tenant, cannot set up a permanent tenure unless his 
lease is registered in accordance with law. [p. 101, 
col. 1.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Addi- 
tional Subordinate Judge, Jesscre, dated the 
15th July 1915, reversing that of the 
Munsif, Narail, dated the 9th March 1914. 

FACTS of the case will appear from the 
following extract from the judgment of the 
lower Appellate Court: — 

,J The suit out of which this appeal arises is 
one for a declaration of theplaintiff’s title toan 
eight-anna share of the land in suit and for 
recovery of possession thereof. The land in 

suit was the property of Guru Prosad 

and his brother Durga Prosad, who owned it 
in equal shares. On Guru Prosad’s death 
his eight-anna share of the land passed to his 
daughter Manorama, and on Durga Prosad’s 
death his eight-anna share passed to his son 
Dwarka Nath. Dwarka Nath sold his eight- 
anna share to Durga Charan Chakravarty, 
and that share passed on Durga Charan’s 
death to his sons Hari Nath and Jaga- 
bandhu, defendants in this suit, who are 
admittedly in possession thereof. The other 
eight-anna share which was inherited by 
Manorama from her father Guru Prosad is 
the subject-matter of this suit. 

The plaintiff’s case is that in consideration 
of the plaintiff Hasiswari having given her 
daughter in marriage to one Joygopal.so that 
there might be a palti marriage without pay- 
ment of bride’s price between Joygopal’s 
sisterand the said Manorama’s son Kedar, Ma- 
norama granted a kaimi muurasi patta, dated 
the 9th Baisakh I2b2 B. .S'., for some lands 
including the eight-anna share in the land 


in suit, reserving a yearly rent of Re. 1 to 
the plaintiff, that the patta was not regis- 
tered on account of Manorama having died 
shortly after the grant of the patta , but the 
plaintiff remained in possession under the 
patta .... Manorama’s son did not realize 
from her the rent reserved by the lease, and 
that the defendants wrongfully dispossessed 
her of her said eight- anna share of the 

land Defendant No. 1 denies the grant 

of a patta by Manorama Devi .... to the 
plaintiff or the acquisition by the plaintiff of 

any right under any patta granted to her 

by Manorama or otherwise ” 

Babu Hamendra Chandra Sen, for the 
Appellant. — The lower Appellate Court has 
found that because the patta on which the 
plaintiff’s title rests was not registered in 
conformity with the provisions of law, the 
plaintiff has failed to prove her tenancy. I 
submit that even if the patta is not admissible 
in evidence to prove the tenancy in question, 
yet under the Bengal Tenancy Act which is 
applicable to this case a tenant can prove his 
tenancy right irrespective of any lease which 
he holds. The plaintiff can prove her tenancy 
by oral evidence although she cannot prove 
the lease for want of registration. 

My next submission is that even if the 
plaintiff fails to establish her tenancy right she 
can show that she has acquired title by adverse 
possession for more than 12 years. The 
lower Appellate Court has found that by 
being admitted to occupation as a tenant the 
possession of the plaintiff is permissive pos- 
session, and, therefore, she is not entitled to 
prove adverse possession. I submit that the 
tenant (plaintiff) is entitled in such a case to 
prove advese possession. There are author- 
ities showing that if a plaintiff fails to prove 
his title by tenancy he can prove his title 
by adverse possession. See tma Churn 
Chose v. Bishica Nath Chose (1), Nisa Chand 
Gaita v. Kanchiram Bag uni (2), Sundari 
Vassee v. Mudhoo C hander Sircar (3). The 
above cases fully support my contention. 

Babu Hiralall Chakerbutty , for the Res- 
pondent, was not called upon. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This appeal must be dis- 
missed. The tirst point that has been made 


(1) 3 C. \V. N. cxliii (143). 

(2) 3 <J. W.N. 5GS; 20 C. 079; 13 1ml. Doc. (n. s.) 
972. 

(3) 14 C. 092; 7 lud. Dec. (n. n.) 392. 
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is that, though this document which created 
the permanent tenure required registration 
under the provisions of the Indian Registra- 
tion Act, yet, because the land was a land 
situated outside the town and let out for the 
purpose of growing thatching grass, there- 
fore, the interest of the plaintiff that was a 
permanent interest could have been crested 
without a registered document. I do not 
Agree with that view. This is not a raiyatee 
holding, noris itone in which theplaintiff could 
have acquired a right of occupancy. It is 
merely a permanent tenure of this small piece 
of land, and one cannot get a permanent 
tenure under the Bengal Tenancy Act or 
under any other Act except by a registered 
document. The learned Vakil who has argu- 
ed the appeal on behalf of the plaintiff- 
appellant thinks that whenever the land is 
an agricultural land one can get a permanent 
tenure withuut a registered document. It is 
quite true that one can get an interest as a 
raiyat by way of occupancy. 

The other point as to the case of adverse 
possession has got no foundation at all. The 
plaintiff s case is that she entered upon the 
property as a tenant. She has not been 
able to prove that she was a permanent 
tenant, because the law requires that in such 
a case the lease should be registered. She 
says that her case is that at the time she 
entered into possession as tenant her posses- 
sion became adverse. Obviously, that is not 

so. The appeal fails and is dismissed with 
costs. 

Newbould, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 110 of 1916. 

March 14, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Stuart, A, J. C., and 
Pandit Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Saiyid 

SHARFUDDiN and others — Plaintiffs 

Appellants 

versus 

Musammat MAQBULUNNISA and others 

Defendants — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code {Act Y of 1T08), s. 92— Trust 


created for public purposes of religious nature — Mukam. 

madan , religion >, founder of new religious order 

Mausoleum, mosque and khanqah built to his memory 
management of— Offerings, title to. 

1 lie management of the mausoleum, mosque and 
Ichanqah of a religious Muhammadan, who was the 
founder of a new religious order and to whom there 
eould be no succession under any recognised rules, is 
a constructive trust created for public purposes of a 
lcligious nature, such as a Civil Court is competent 
to interfere with. [p. 105, col. 2.] 

The offerings made at the mausoleum not to the 
sect of the deceased but to his memory belong to 
his heirs and not to his followers [p. 105, col. 2 j 

Appeal from the decree of the District 
Judge, Lucknow, dated the 8th August 1916. 
Messrs. Mohammad Nasim , Shahid Husain 

and Ghaudhri Niamat Ullah, for the Appel- 
lants. 

The Hon’ble Syed Wazir Hasan , for Re- 
spondents Nos. 1 ana 4. 

Mr. Haider Husain , for Respondents 
Nos. 2 and 3. 

JUDGMENT. 

Stuart, A. J. C. — The six plaintiffs in the 
suit against the dismissal of which the pre- 
sent appeal has been brought are members 
of an association known as the Dargah 
Warsi Association. 

They instituted a suit under section 92, 
Civil Procedure Code, in the Court of the 
District Judge of Lucknow, after having 
obtained the consent in writing of the 
Legal Remembrancer of the United Pro- 
vinces, who is the Advocate- General within 
the meaning of the section, in which they 
prayed that certain moveable property 
appertaining to the mausoleum at Dewa, in 
the Bara Banki District, of Ha.ji Waris 
Ali Shah, a mosque, a khanqah and an 
enclosure containing the tomb of Kurban 
Ali Shah, father of Haji Waris Ali 
Shah, should be vested in their Associa- 
tion, that the eight persons mentioned 
as defendants should be removed from the 
management of the properties and ordered 
not to interfere with the trust or with 
the offerings made at the mausoleum and 
the tomb, and that the Court should pre- 
pare a scheme of management for the pro- 
perties. The learned District Judge dis- 
missed the suit. The present appeal is pre- 
ferred. 

The history of the oase is as follows:— Haji 
Waris Ali Shah was a Sunni Muhammadan 
by religion. He was born about 1617 or 

1S16, In 1820 his father Kurban Ali Sbah 
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died. There is no reliable evidence to 
show that Kurban Ali Shah had embraced a 
religious life or was other than a religious 
Muhammadan who pursued a secular calling. 
It is admitted on all sides that at a very 
early age Haji Waris Ali Shah showed 
an extraordinary inclination for a religious 
life and that even in his extreme boyhood 
he was regarded as amazingly proficient 
in his knowledge and practice of religion. 
He attached himself when he wa3 a small 
boy to Haji Khadim Ali Shah, a Sufi 
Durwesh of Golaganj, Lucknow. Khadim 
Ali Shah died about 1832 or 1833 when 
Haji Waris Ali Shah was 16 years old. 
On the death of Khadim Ali Shah, Haji 
Waris Ali Shah started extensive travels 
in the course of which he visited Mecca 
on many occasions and is said to have 
gone through the greater part of Arabia, 
Persia, Turkey and other foreign countries. 
From 1845 and onwards he resided mainly 
in India. He wandered from place to place 
teaching his special doctrines until to- 
wards the end of his long life he settled 
in Dewa in the Bara Banki District and 
resided permanently there. He died in 19C5 
at the advanced age of £5 years. There 
has been considerable argument as to the 
nature of his teaching and as to ihe con- 
stitution of his sect. It is admitted that 
he remained in most matters of ceremonial 
an orthodox Muhammadan, and that at no 
time did he ever depart from the recognised 
tenets of the Sunni faith. But his mind was 
the mind of a mystic and the doctrines which 
he taught were transcendental and esoteric. 
Further his teaching had one marked pecu- 
liarity. It made no distinction between 
members of different faiths. He preached 
to and accepted as suitable recipients for 
his teaching Muhammadans, Hindus, and 
Christians alike, and it is clear that he 
did not make as a condition of participating 
in the benefit of his doctrines a change of 
faith from those who were not Muhammadans. 
It is not easy to ascertain exactly what 
his teaching was: and, although among the 
witnesses who are his declared disciples 
and who based the whole of their conduct 
upon the preoepts which Haji Waris Ali 
Shah (whom they call and whom I shall 
call in future the Saint) laid down, there 
are many gentlemen of high intellectual 
att&innaonts, not one has been able to give 


in the witness-box anything like a com- 
pendium of the principles taught by the 
Saint upon which their lives are based. 
This is not surprising in the circumstances. 
It is difficult anywhere except in a reli- 
gious treatise to explain succinctly the 
tenets of any faith, and when that faith 
is esoteric and mystical the difficulties are 
greatly increased. This much is clear: the 
Saint taught as a fundamental principle 
the power of Divine Love. This Divine 
Love was of the purest and holiest type. It 
linked God to man and one man to another 
irrespective of the religious beliefs on other 
points of the human recipients. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Sharfuddin, one of the plaint- 
iffs in this case, has stated in evidence 
that the Saint taught that the real 
religion was Love in which sinners and the 
virtuous, the rich and the poor, were all 
equal. The Saint once stated: “Whoever 
of mine here loves me is mine, be he a 

chamar or a sweeper.” Although in his 
own life the Saint was celibate and pure, 
although he dressed in the meanest ap- 
parel and never permitted himself even the 
luxury of a bed, although he ate sparingly 
and abstemiously, and subsisted entirety on 
offerings made to him, never owning 
any sort of property, he was considerate 
to all, and did not demand from 

his followers the sacrifices that he made 

himself. To quote Mr. Justice Sharfuddin 
again: he treated all alike, the sinners and 
the people who call themselves virtuous. 
The sinners excited more pity in him ns 
he preached Love in its spiritual sense, 
and he was the more anxious to redeem 
such sinners, even taking repentant pro- 
stitutes of advanced age as his disciples. 

I have stated this much as to the Saint’s 
history, life, and teaching in order to make 
clear the main point of oontroversj\ The 
plaintiffs contend on one hand that the 

Saint’s teaching was unique and essentially 
different from the teaching of any other 
religious teacher who had gone before. 
The defendants, while maintaining the Saint’s 
position as that of an inspired holy man, 
do not admit that there was anything 
unique about his doctrines. They assert that 
the Saint was the disciple (or murid) of 
a Sufi named Haji Khadim Ali Shah, 
that he joined the Sufi college of Dnr- 
>veshes of >vhioh Haji Khadim Ali Shfth 
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was the head, that he succeeded Khadim 
Ali Shah as his sajjadanashin, and that 
he remained daring his lifetime head of 
his college of Durweshes, preaching with 
iinimportafct amplifications and additions the 
mystic doctrines prevalent in the Sufi college 
to which he was attached. This view of 
the defendants has been accepted by the 
learned District Judge, and it is for this 
reason in the main that the learned Dis- 
trict Judge lias dismissed the suit. 1 do 
not agree with this view. 1 shall make 
no attempt to enter into a disquisition 
on the exact import and limits of the Sufi 
doctrines. The insistence on a mystical ac- 
ceptance of the Love of God is a matter 
Common to many of the recognized colleges 
of Sufi Durweshes, Haji Khadim Ali Shah 
was undoubtedly once a Sufi. It is admitted 
that he approved of the doctrines of the 
Kadiria and Chishtia orders of the Sufis, 
but after having gone through the volumin- 
ous evidence which has been produced 
in the case, I hold a strong view that 
the Saint, although he commenced life as 
a Sufi, so developed the various views which 
he had acquired during his youth that 
from the time that he became a great 
power for religious instruction he must be 
considered to have created doctrines pecu- 
liarly and essentially his own, although 
those doctrines had emanated largely from 
the Sufi doctrines which he had assimilated 
in his youth. His readiness to take dis- 
ciples of all creeds, his insistence upon 
nothing else than repentance and complete 
acceptance of Divine Love and his extra- 
ordinary large- mindedness are to my mind 
indications of something more than excep- 
tionally high principles found in a follower 
of recognized Sufi beliefs. He made a new 
religion in effect. Further, there are facts 
on the record which controvert absolutely 
the theory that the Saint commenced as 
a murid and ended as a sajjadanashin of 
a Durwesh college. The Durwesh college 
in question is the college of which Haji 
Khadim Ali Shah was the head: Had the 
Saint, as suggested by the defendants, 
been the successor of Haji Khadim Ali 
Shah it is impossible to suppose that he 
would have left Lucknow on the death of 
his master in 1832 and never returned (as 
it is shown that he nev er did return) to 
Golag&nj. One of the/Jnties of a sajjadasnashin- 


in a recognized Sufi institution is to perform 
the urs ceremony of his predecessor and to 
wash the tomb of the founder of the college. 
The Saint did neither. The learned Dis- 
trict Judge does not consider these circum- 
stances inconsistent with the view that the 
Saint was the sajjadanashin of Haji Khadim 
Ali Shah. He points out that the tomb 
of Haji Khadim Ali Shah is at present 
surrounded by the grounds of a Mission 
College, and lie draws the inference that the 
Saint would not have been likely to go 
near a tomb so situated. But he overlooks 
the fact that Haji Khadim Ali Shah died 
in 1832. There is no evidence to show 
when the Mission College in question came 
into existence but it certainly could not have 
come into existence until after the Mutiny 
of 1857, and for a large number of years 
the Saint could, had he so desired, have 
performed the duties of sajjadanashin of Haji 
Khadim Ali Shah’s institution before Haji 
Khadim Ali Shah’s tomb was enolosed in the 
grounds in question. It is clear that at no 
time did he ever perform sach duties. Tak- 
ing the view which I take to the effect that 
the Saint, if he ever did belong to a college 
of Durweshes as a member of their body, 
broke away from that college at a very early 
age and afterwards instituted a new teaching, 
a new religion, and a new order, nothing can 
be elicited useful for determination of this 
case from the principle of succession adopted 
in recognised colleges of Sufi Durweshes, 
and the rulings upon which the learned 
District Judge has relied for his assistance 
lay down no principles which can be applied 
to this case. We have it proved clearly 
and distinctly that the Saint in his lifetime 
declared strenuously on more than one 
occasion that when he died there could be 
no successor to him, and we have it from 
the evidence of his followers that they 
believe that although his body has under- 
gone the ordinary process of natural decay 
the Spirit of Divine Love is in his 
tomb, and a mysterious influence emanates 
from there to all his disciples, it is not 
clear that the Saint in his lifetime ever 
permitted any person other than himself to 
receive disciples as followers of his order. 
But, if he did so, that circumstance would 
not show that he tolerated the thought of a 
successor. Some of his disciples undoubtedly 

the celibate and asoetioe life* v others. 
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did not do so. He appears to have left large- 
ly to the choice of individual persons whether 
they should attach themselves entirely to a 
life of religion or should while adopting his 
doctrines pursue their ordinary avocations. 
It is possible that he may have permitted 
some of his disciples who had embraced a full 
religious life, to initiate others as memJbers 
of his sect. It is to be remarked that the 
evidence shows that non-Muhammadans could 
be admitted as members of the sect without 
giving up their own religion. One of the 
witnesses in this case who is an initiated 
disoiple is a Hindu. From the evidence as a 
whole it appears clear to me that, while the 
Saint admitted disciples, some of whom 
devoted themselves entirely to religion, and 
others of whom continued to pursue their 
ordinary avocations, and preached to all 
whether they were or were not his disciples, 
he laid down as a cardinal principle that no 
one could take his place after his death. 

I have dealt with this point sufficiently and 
now come to the matters with which this suit 
is directly concerned. 

The first of these is with regard to the 
tomb of Kurban Ali Shah. Kurban Ali 
Shah, as I have already stated, was the father 
of the Saint and was an orthodox and religious 
Muhammadan, who had not embraced the life 
of a Durwesh or that of a religious teacher. 
The Saint was in no sense the spiritual suc- 
cessor of his father and could not have owed 
anything to the latter’s teaching, as his father 
died when he was two or three years old. 
After the reputation of the Saint had become 
established certain of the less educated and 
the more superstitious made a practice of 
vyorshipping at the tomb of Haji Kurban Ali 
Shah and presented offerings there, and finally 
a religious fair has come into existence at 
Dewa on the recognized date of the father’s 
death where offerings of substantial value 
are made. The Saint in his lifetime did not 
discourage the making of these offerings or the 
prayersat the tomb of his father; in accordance 
with his principle of retaining no property he 
took the offerings and distributed them in 
charity. In the Saint’s lifetime an enclosure 
was constructed by offerings of his followers 
round the tomb of his father. 

Before the Saint took up his residence in 
Dewa he visited the place petit dically at.d in 


1876 a certain M. Zahiruddin, a Pleader of 
the Bara Banki District, built a house at Dewa 
at a sort of khanqah for the accommodation of 
the Saint and his visitors. Addition* were 
made to this building by the Raja of Ram- 
nagar about 1880 and in 1886 further additions 
were made by Mr. Justice Sharfuddin. It 
was used as a khanqah accordingly. Another 
khanqah was built by Thakur Panoham Singh 
for the accommodation of visiors in 1 jOO or 
1901. After the death of the Saint his dis- 
ciples raised a large sum of money. Out of the 
subscription so raised a costly mausoleum and 
a mosque were erected. The Saint had been 
buried on the premises of the old khanqah in 
which he had resided. That khanqah was 
pulled down and the present mausoleum and 
the mosque are erected on its site. When 
the Saint died hisdisciples appointed at a large 
meeting which was convened Saiyid Mu- 
hammad Ibrahim, the Saint’s sister’s daugh- 
ter’s son, in some sort of capacity to look 
after the tombs and the existing khanqah and 
to superintend the construction of the new 
buildings. This Saiyid Muhammad Ibrahim 
died in 1915. 

The dispute which has now arisen is as 
follows:— The plaintiffs as the Saint’s disci- 
ples and representing the subscribers to the 
buildings request the Court to frame a 
scheme of management. Certain of the 
defendants put forward a claim that this is 
not a public trust but a private Durwesh 
institution in which Saiyid Muhammad 
Ibrahim succeded the Saint as sajjadanashtn, 
that the Court has no right to interfere in the 
matter, and that the management of the 
property should be left entirely to the sajjada- 
nnslnn who has succeded Saiyid Muhammad 
Ibrahim. There is a dispute as to who has 
succeeded Saiyid Muhammad Ibrahim. This 
dispute has not been determined by the 
learned District Judge. We understand that 
the question of succession to Saiyid Mu- 
hammad Ibrahim is at present before another 
Court. Others of the defendants assert that 
the offerings should be divided nmrng the 
members of the Saint’s family under the 
provisions of the Hanafi law. 1 have 
already stated that there is an annual 
religious fair on the recognized date of 
the death of the Saint’s father at 
which substantial < tTerings are made at his 

grave. Since t lie death of the Saint another 
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and much more important religious fair has 
come into existence at which offerings are 
made in the mausoleum of the Saint himself. 
The dispute before this Court is largely with 
regard to these offerings. The plaintiffs 
desire that the expenses for the upkeep of the 
buildings, a proper provision for the cere- 
monial, and the entertainment of the recog- 
nized officials and attendants at the mcs^ue 
and at the graves should be met from these 
offerings, and that the Courtshould prepare a 
scheme directing how much should be disburs- 
ed and how the balance should be disposed of. 
The learned District Judge took the view that 
there was a recognized college of Durweshes 
and that the Civil Courts had no right to 
interfere. As I have already stated, I do 
not accept his view that there was anything 
of the nature of a recognized college of Dur- 
weshes. But I do not accept the plaintiffs’ 
case in entirety. In the first place the offer- 
ings made at the tomb of the Saint s father 
stand in a different category to the offerings 
made in the mausoleum. The followers of the 
Saint have no concern with the offerings made 
at the tomb of the Saint’s father. Those are 
not offerings in any way made to the Saint, 
or to the sect, or to his followers, and in 
the preparation of the scheme no provision can 
be made for the receipt of those offerings. It 
is not for us to say in this case who in par- 
ticular is entitled to them or whether they 
should go to the family of Haji Kurban Ali 
Shah. A great deal of unnecessary controversy 
has taken place with regard to the exact 
position of Saiyid Muhammad Ibrahim. The 
learned District Judge has been greatly affect- 
ed by the facts that on the appointment 
of Saiyid Muhammad Ibrahim certain form- 
alities were observed such as are ordinarily 
observed at the time of installation of the 
sajjadanashin in a Sufi sect and that Saiyid 
Muhammad Ibrahim was on many occasions 
treated by disciples of the Saint (some of 
them persons of standing) as sajjadanashin. 
All this is besides the point, in view of my 
finding that the Saint did not belong to any 
Sufi body. As there is no body there are no 
recognized rules of succession. The appoint- 
ment of Saiyid Muhammad Ibrahim was an 
appointment made by the followers of the 
Saint of their own free will and it does not 
in any way bind the Court to appoint a suc- 
cessor to the office of Saiyid MuhaTprpad 


Ibrahim (whatever the office may be) in the 
manner in which Saiyid Muhammad Ibrahim 
was appointed. Saiyid Muhammad Ibrahim 
is dead now, and it is immaterial what he 
was appointed to do. The Court in my 
opinion has a perfect right to frame a scheme 
for the management of the mausoleum, the 
mosque, and the khanqah , and as has been 
established conclusively by the evidence, it is 
necessary that such a scheme should 
be prepared. It has been argued that many 
of the offerings which are made at the mau- 
soleum are not made to the sect of the Saint 
but to the memory of the Saint himself and 
if they are made to the memory of the Saint 
himself, they should go to his family and not 
to his followers. As the case stands at 
present it is impossible to say how many of 
the worshippers made offerings at the mau- 
soleum to the sect of the Saint and how many 
make them to the memory of the Saint. In 
preparing a scheme it will be possible to 
direct that the worshippers should be 
instructed in the difference of the objects 
and that separate receptacles should be 
made for offerings for one purpose or the 
other. 

The general conclusion at which I have 
arrived is that the Saint was unconnected 
with any recognized religious order, that he 
founded a new order for himself, that the 
management of his mausoleum and the mosque 
and the khanqah is a constructive trust created 
for public purposes of a religious nature, 
and that the direction of the Court is neces- 
sary to the administration of the trust. It 
has been fully established that it is necessary 
to settle a scheme for such manage- 
ment. 

The appeal is accordingly allowed except 
with regard to the management of the tomb 
of Haji Kurban Ali Shah and the disposal of 
the offerings made there. As the appellants 
have succeeded to the extent of something like 
three quarters of their claim, I direct that the 
respondents pay three quarters of their own 
costs and three quarters of the costs of the 
appellants in both Courts and that the appel- 
lants pay one quarter of their own costs and 
one-quarter of the costs of the respondents 
in both Courts. 

The following is the scheme which I 
have adopted after consultation with my 
learned colleague; — - 
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Draft Scheme. 

1. This Trust shall be called the Haji Waris 
Ah Shah Mausoleum Trust of Dewa. 

It shall comprise the mausoleum of 

I he late Haji Waris Ali Shah and the mosque 

and the khanqah attached to it built by his 

disciples and followers by subscription and 

shall include gifts and offerings made at the 

mausoleum or outside it for the purposes of 

the trust and any property that may hereafter 

be acquired from the income derived from 
the trust property. 

3. The object of the trust shall be— 
\ ( 0 to maintain the mausoleum, mosque 
and khanqah in proper repairs and 
£ood sanitary condition and to make 
such improvements therein as its 
funds permit: 

(6) to arrange for the performance of 
the urs and fatiha ceremonies at the 
mausoleum and for the lighting of 

the same in accordance with the 
existing usage: 

(f) to provide facilities for the perform- 
ance of worship and religious cere- 
monies by the disciples and followers 
of the late Haji Waris Ali Shah 
and for persons visiting the said 
mausoleum, mosque or khanqah for 
religious purposes: 

id) to arrange for the charitable dis- 
tribution of alms and gifts of food 
and olothing to the poor in honour 
of the memory of the Saint: 

M to take such steps as the committee 
of management may deem necessary 
for carrying on the teaching of the 
late Haji Waris Ali Shah 

4. The trust shall be administered by n 
committee consisting of ten members: — 

(aj four of them shall be electod by the 
Muhammadan gentlemen for the 
time being of the Municipal Board 
of Bara Banki: 

(h) four by the Muhammadan gentlemen 
for the time being of the District 

Board of Bara Banki: 

(c) two shall be nominated by the Local 
Cjovernment. 

5. In making selections under rule 4 

classes (a) add h), preference will be given as 
far as practicable to the disciples and followers 
of the late Haji Waris Ali Shah or to those 
Who have contributed Rs. 500 or over to the 


objects of the trustor the 
existing mausoleum, mosque 
honour of his memory. 


raising of the 
and khanqah in 


G. The committee shall maintain a 

register of subscribers who have paid Rs. 500 

or over to the objects of the trust or to the 

construction of the present mausoleum, 

mosque and khanqah, or pay such sum here- 
after. 

7. No person shall be eligible to be mem- 
ber of the committee unless he has an income 
of at least Rs. 500 r. m. and is a Muharn- 
madan of the Hanati persuasion or is a disciple 
or follower of the late Haji Waris Ali Shah. 

b. Vacancies occurring in classes (a) and 
y ° f , ra J e 4 atl aU be filled up by election by 

the Muhammadan members of the various 
bodies therein mentioned. Vacancies occur- 
ring in class (r) of the same rule shall be 
filled up by the Local Government. 

9- The committee shall elect a President 
and a Secretary from among its members for 
a period not exceeding two years at a time 
unless a vacancy occurs earlier, and in any 
case the retiring President and Secretary 
shall be eligible for re-election. 

10. The committee shall meet, as far 
as possible, once in every quarter to examine 
the accounts of receipts and expenditure 
tor the preceding quarter and pass such 
oiders thereon as it may deem fit, and 
consider any other matter connected with 
the administration of the shrine and its 
property or for carrying out the objects 
of the trust which may be laid before the 

beeuJ'adjourned. Wh, ' Ch ” eetin « have 
n Any member absenting himself from 

the meetings of the committee for a period 
of one year shall be liable to be removed from 
h.s othce by a resolution of the committee. 

, member shall be liable to be 
removed from his office for misconduct or 

b.“o» h ” *"»"«' fall. 

miltl M °.> ^solution of the com- 

mittee, provided that not less than six 
members vote for his removal on an appli- 

District "ud 7 de f ° r that to the 

V 't •udge having jurisdiction over the 
shrine and its property. 

JLf 1J": °< «“ President, the 

sr-ai --"s. r 
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14. The proceedings and resolutions of 
all meetings of the committee shall be 
recorded in a book to be kept for the pur- 
pose and shall be signed by the president 
or chairman for the time being or attested 
in such manner as it may by resolution 
prescribe. 

15. Three members shall form a quorum 
fcr the meetings of the committee ; but 
where a meeting has been adjourned for 
want of a quorum the business before it 
may be transacted although a quorum i3 
not present, provided that no business which 
was not announced for consideration at the 
original meeting shall be disposed of at the 
adjourned meeting. 

16. The committee shall appoint a 
manager and such servants to look after 
the shrine and its property as it may consi- 
der necessary and shall have power to fine, 
suspend, remove or dismiss them at any time 
it thinks proper. 

17. The committee shall exercise close 
supervision over all the affairs of the trust 
and the proceedings of the manager and 
other servants so as to prevent defalcations, 
mismanagement or discomfort of the persons 
visiting the shrine. 

18. All offerings made at the tomb or 
on the roof of the mausoleum shall be 
taken by the committee, which shall collect 
the same and debit the amount realised each 
day in the accounts. 

19. The committee shall keep a box 
in the shrine close to the tomb to serve as 
a receptacle for offerings made for the benefit 
of the heirs of the late Haji Waris Ali Shah 
and the proceeds of such box shall from 
day to day or from time to time, as may 
be convenient, be made over to such per- 
sons as may be found to be the lawful heirs 
of the said Saint. 

20. The manager shall be bound to keep 
proper accounts of all receipts and expendi- 
ture both in money and goods and to sub- 
mit all such accounts to the committee in 
such manner and at such times as the com- 
mittee may direct. 

21. The manager shall not incur any 
expenditure without previously obtaining the 
sanction of the committee to it. The 
manager shall be responsible for the safe 
oastody of all moneys which may come 
into his hands on aooopnt of the oommittee 


and of the goods belonging to the mausoleum, 
mosque and khanqah. 

22. Any amount in excess of Rs. 100 
shall be deposited with the secretary, who 
shall arrange for its safe custody in such 
manner as the committee may determine. 

23. The committee shall from time to 
time by resolutions declare which two persons 
will be authorized to sign receipts or orders 
of payment on its behalf. 

24. The executive management of the 
shrine and its property shall be vested in 
the manager under the immediate supervi- 
sion of the secretary and the general control 
of the committee. 

25. The committee shall sue and be sued 
in the name of the trust. 

26. Any application made in connection 
with this trust in accordance with any of 
the above rules shall be deemed to have 
been made in continuation of the present 
proceedings. 

27. It will be lawful to this Court to 
amend or alter this scheme in any particular 
on its own initiative or on a motion being 
made on that behalf by not less than six 
members of the committee. 

Kanhaiya Lal, A. J. C. — I agree in the 
order proposed. 

Appeal mostly allowed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Miscellaneous First Civil Appeal No. 902 

of 1916. 

January 29, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chevis. 

AHMAD — Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

Musammat RAHMATAN — Defendant — 

Respondent. 

Guardians and Wards Act ( VIII of 1890), s. 17 — 
Minor , appointment of, guardian of — Mother, right 
of — Reversioner, right of, as against step-father. 

An infant minor’s mother, even in case of her re- 
marriage, is the natural guardian of the person of the 
minor, [p. 108, col, 1.] 

A reversioner of the deceased father of the minor 
is a fit person to be appointed guardian of the 
property of the minor as against the new husband of 
the minor’s mother, [p. 108, col. 1.] 

Miscellaneous first appeal from the order 
of the Senior Subordinate Judge, JheJum, 
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dated the 5th February 1910, rejecting the 
application. 

Mr. Nand Lai, for the Appellant. 

Mr. Nanak Chand , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — The appellant is relat- 
ed to the minor as shown in the following 
tree. 

Sam if? 

| 

, f i 1 

Slim f Aral a Shein. 

I 

r ~ ^ 

Ahmad, Bahadur. 

appellant . 

1 _ 

i , 7-i i 

I'aMeli. N nr. Bahadur — 

Musamrnat Knhmatan. 

Musamrnat Muk linn (minor). 

Mussammat Rahmatar. is a lady with 
a tragic history. She first married Fatteh, 
who was hanged for committing a murder. 
She then married Nur who was murdered, 
She then married the third brother, 
Bahadar who also was murdered. She 
has now married again. The infant, Mukhan, 
is the daughter of Bahadar, so it appears. 
She is far too young to he taken • from 
her mother, who is the natural guardian 
of the person of the minor. 

As to the property there were three 
applicants in the lower Court, viz., Ahmad, 
first cousin of the girl’s father, and a 
paternal aunt and the maternal grand- 
fathar. The property is large enough in 
my opinion to make it expedient that 
someone should ho appointed a guardian. 
The Senior Subordinate Judge says most 
of the property has come from the child’s 
grandmother. This is not clear. What 
appears from the record is that 1415 
kanals 1 maria came to Sharf, father of 
Bahadar, by gift from his mother-in-law. 
The rest apparently Sharf got from his 
father. I ^ fail to see why Musamrnat 

Rahmatan’s new husband should have the 
handling of any of this land. It would 
he be9t to appoint a reversioner as guardian, 
and unless the donor’s collaterals claim 
the land would go to Sharf’s nephews 
apparently, and so I speak of them as 
reversioners, 


Mr, Nanak Chand also speaks of some 
land which Musamrnat Rahmatan got from 
her brother. This presumably still belongs 
to Musamrnat Rahmatan and not to the 
minor. But Musamrnat Rahmatan may at 
any time wish to get it mutated 
in her child’s name. 1 do not see that 
Ahmad has any claim to take charge of this 
land. 

I so far accept the appeal as to 
appoint Ahmad guardian of the paternal 
estate of the minor, i.e., of whatever she has 
inherited from her father. This appointment 
is made subject to Ahmad’s giving security, 
the extent of which and the time for furnish- 
ing which the learned Senior Subordinate 
Jugde will decide. 

No order as to costs of this appeal. 

Appeal acre i ted. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 
Second Civil Appeal No. 7S8 ok 1916. 

April 24, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

SHEO LAL SAHU and another — 

Appellant 


versus 

SAGAR MAL — Respondent. 

Partnership debt — Co-partner, whether can sue in 
name of part neship — liiyht of other co-part ners — Costs , 
indemnity for. 

Oik* partner cannot sue alone to recover a debt 
due to the partnership; but a partner may use the 
name of his firm and tin* names of his co-partners 
to enable him to recover a debt due to the partner- 
ship linn, and any individual member of the partner- 
ship who is unwilling to join in recovering the debt 
has only a right to claim as against the partner 
who desires l«» sue an indemnity for costs, f p. 109, col. 

1 • I 

Seal V. Kingston, (I90S) 2 K. B. 579; 77 L. J. K. 
B. 965; 99 L. T. 501; 24 T. b. K. 650, followed. 

Appeal from a decision of the District 
Judge, Gaya, dated the 6th April 1916, 
reversing Hat of the Additional Subordi- 
nate Judge, Gaya, dated the 28th July 
1916. 

Mr. Km lash Pali, for the Appellant. 

Mr. N. A\ Piiht, for the Respondent. 


JUDGMENT. 

Atkinson, J. — This second appeal comes 
befoie ns from the decision of the District 
Judge of Gaya, reversing the decree pronoune- 
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ed by the Subordinate Judge dismissing the 
plaintiff’s claim in this suit. 

The plaintiff and the defendants Nos. 3 
and 4 are members of a partnership carrying 
on business under the style and title of 
“Anand Mall Sagar Mall,” the business 
being that of cloth merchants. 

The partnership dealings commenced on 
the 29th October 1906, and continued up 
to the 15th of March 1911; but the part- 
nership does not seem to have been dis- 
solved. The defendants N 03 . 1 and 2 are 
father and son, members of a joint family 
carrying on business. These defendants 
Nos. 1 and 2 had dealings with the plaintiff’s 
firm and they contracted a debt which 
prior to the time of action amounted to 
Rs. 1,020-9-6. There was a dispute as 

to this amount and eventually the defendant 
No. 1 signed the partnership account book 
admitting his liability to the amount claimed, 
and agreeing to pay interest at the rate 
of 12 annas per cent, per mensem upon 
the amouut so admitted by him to be due 
until paymeut. Thus at the time that 
this suit was instituted a debt of 

Rs. 1,296-3 6 was due by the defendants 
Nos. 1 and 2 to the partnership. 

The learned Subordinate Judge dismissed 
the case on the ground that he found on 
issue No. 4 that the suit was improperly 
constituted. In the suit as constituted in 
its present form the plaintiff sues in his 
own name as one member of the firm 

and named the defendants Nos. 1 and 2 a» 

debtors to the firm. He also named as 

party defendants the defendants N 03 . 3 

and 4, who are his joint co-partners. The 
scheme of the plaint clearly shows that 
the plaintiff was seeking to recover the 
debt in suit as a debt due to the partnership. 
It is well settled that one partner cannot 
alone sue to recover a debt due to the 
partnership; but it is equally well settled 
that a partner may use the name of his 
firm and the names of his co-partners to 
enable him to recover a debt due to the 
partnership firm; and that any individual 
member of a partnership who is unwilling 
to join in recovering the debt has only a 
right to claim as against the partner who 
desires to sue an indemnity for costs. 
Now in the form in which (his plaint 
was prepared 1 think that the Subordinate 



Judge was right in holding that the suit 
was not properly constituted. The Sub- 
ordinate Judge, however, did not dispose of 
any question of fact, having dismissed 
the suit on the preliminary ground. The 
learned Judge in appeal came to the 
conclusion that the suit was one really by 
the firm to recover a debt due to the 
firm; and as all the parties to the partnership 
business were on the record he considered 
he could give a decree, and decide the 
outstanding question of fact which had 
not been determined by the Subordi- 
nate Judge; and the learned Judge on 
appeal accordingly pronounced a decree in 
favour of the partnership firm and directed 
that the defendants Nos. 1 and 2 should 
pay costs to the plaintiff personally. Now 
the relief which was given by the learned 
Judge in appeal was substantially right; 
but in order to make the record conform 
with his judgment it is essential that 
the record must be amended. The learned 
Judge if he wanted to give the relief 
which he has given by the order he has 
made should have, 1 think, amended the 
record so as to bring it into harmony with 
the judgment of the Court. 

We think it is open to us to make 
the necessary amendment in the record 
so that it may accord with the decision 
arrived at by the learned Judge. Order I, 
rule 10, gives very wide powers to the 

Court to amend the record; and 

this is a case in which we think we 
are justified in applying its provisions. 
We do not intend to make a person a 
party as plaintiff against his will. All 

that we shall decide is that the plaint 

be amended by describing the partnership 
firm as plaintiff and specifying in paragraph 
No. 1 of the plaint the names of the members 
constituting the partnership; and we shall 
strike out of the record the names of 

the defendants Nos. 3 and 4 as defendants 

to the suit. Thus the record will be 

brought into harmony with the judgment 
of the learned Judge in appeal, the part- 
nership firm suing to recover the partnership 
debt, the suit being instituted by one partner 
in the name of the firm on behalf of 

the other partners. This is a mere technicality 
and affords no prejudice to th9 defendant 
No. 2, and thus with the record amended 
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the decree will stand. The authority for 
the proposition of the law which we have 
laid down will be found in the case of 
Seal v. Kingston (1). At page 582 
the Court of Appeal says: One of 

several partners has a clear right to use 
the names of the other partners. If they 
object to their names being used, they may 
apply for an indemnity against the costs 
to which they might be subjected by the 
use of their names.” 

Accordingly we shall disallow this appeal 
but we will direct that Sagar Mai shall 
pay to the defendant No. 2 his costs of 
this appeal. The defendant No. 2 will pay 
to the plaintiff personally the costs in 
the lower Appellate and in the Court of 
First Instance as the surviving joint debtor, 
defendant No. 1 having died pending the 
suit. 

Chapman, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 

(I) (1908) 2 K. B. 579; 77 L. J. K. B. 905: 99 L. T. 
504; 24 T. L. It. 050. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Privy Council Appeal No. 19 of 191(3 in 
First Civil Appeal No. 92 of 1915. 
November 17, 1916. 

Present : — Sir Henry Richards, Ki., Chief 
Justice, and Justice Sir P. C. Banorji, Kt. 

RALLY AN SINGH — Defendant 

Appellant 


vorsus 


KANHIYA LAL — Plaintiff — 

Respondent. 

CiuU Procedure Code {Act of 1908), «. 110- Appeal 
to Pricy Council— “Substantial question of law"— Con. 
st ruction of document. 

Scmblc .— The construction of any particular dueii- 
ment is not a substantial question of law within the 
meaning of section 110 of the Civil I’rooeduro Code 
Lah v. Murlidhar, 28 A. 488; 3 C. L. J. 694- 8 Rom' 

ft ll r t°V f A- L : l- ^ 10 C. W. N. 730; 33 U 7 

(I . U), distinguished. 


Application under Order XLY, rule 2 
Civil Procedure Code, for leave to appeal to 
His Majesty in Council against the decree of 
the Hon’ble. Court, dated the 8th July 1916. 

Mr. J. M. Banerji , for the Appellant. 

Mr. M. Baleshwari Prasad , for the Re- 
spondent. 


JUDGMENT. — The value of the subjeot- 
matter of the suit and of the proposed 
appeal to His Majesty in Council is less 
than Rs. 10,000. Furthermore this 
Court confirmed the deoision of the Court 
of first instance. The case prima facie 
does not comply with the requirements 
of section 110 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure. We are, however, asked to 
certify that the case is “otherwise a 
tit one” for appeal on the ground that a 
substantial question of law is involved. The 
question of law, if any, is the con- 
struction of a Will as to whether the 
person to whom the property was bequeathed 
took it ‘as an adopted” son and on that 
condition, or that he was entitled to the 
property under the terms of the Will 
irrespective whether he was adopted or 
not. It is difficult to say that the con- 
struction of any particular document is a 
substantial question of law, that is, a 
question of law of general public import- 
ance. No doubt some portions of the 
Will closely resembled the terms of a Will 
which was considered by their Lordships 
of the Privy Council in the case of Lali v. 
Murlidhar (4), but the terms of the whole 
Will are far from identical. The Will which 
their Lordshipsof the Privy Council were con- 
sidering, was embodied in the wajib-ul-arz and 
their Lordships seem to have thought that 
one of the objects of the testator was to 
establish a particular custom. We think 
that the two documents are quite capable 
of being distinguished and wo are unable 
to certify that any substantial question of 
law of general importance is involved. We 
accordingly reject the application with 
costs. 


Application rejected. 

(1) 28 A. 488; 8 0. L. J. 594; 8 Bom. L. lv. -402: 3 
A. L. J. 415; 10 C. W. N. 730; 33 1. A. 97 (1\ C.). 
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PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Civil Revision Petition No. 990 of 1916. 

January 16, 1917. 

Present : —Mr. Justice Broadway. 

ALI NAKI - Plaintiff — Petitioner 

versus 

DAMODAR DAS and others — 

Defendants — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908), s. 24 — 
Transfer of suit — Notice to parties , whether necessary 
— Jurisdiction to transfer suits — Senior Subordinate 
Judge, powers oj — Punjab Courts Act (III of 1914), 
ss. 37, 44. 

The transfer of a suit under section 24 of the 
Civil Procedure Code without giving notice to the 
parties is illegal. 

A Subordinate Judge has no jurisdiction to exer- 
cise the powers conferred by section 24 of the 
Civil Procedure Code, unless such powers have been 
delegated to him by the District Judge with the 
previous sanction of the Local Government as pro- 
vided by sections 37 and 44 of the Punjab Courts 
Act, 1914. 

Petition, under section 44 of Act 111 of 
1914, for revision of the order of the Senior 
Subordinate Judge, Lahore, dated 28th 
August 1916, transferring the case from the 
Court of the Munsif, Lahore, to that of the 
Subordinate Judge, 1st class, Lahore. 

Mr. Saunders , for the Petitioner. 

JUDGMENT. — In this case the plaint- 
iff-petitioner has come up to this 
Court under section 44 of Act III of 1914 
complaining against the order passed by 
the learned Senior Subordinate Judge of 
Lahore, by which order on application filed 
by the defendants-respondents he transferred 
the case from the Court of Sheikh Ata 
Ilahi, Munsif of Lahore, to the Court!of 
Lala Maya Ram, Subordinate Judge. On 
behalf of the petitioner Mr. Saunders has urged 
that the action cf the Senior Subordinate 
Judge was against law inasmuch as he passed 
the order of transfer without giving notice 
to his client. He also urged that the Senior 
Subordinate Judge of Lahore had no jurisdic- 
tion in such matters and that there had 
been no legal delegation of the powers 
conferred by section 24, Civil Procedure 
Code, on District Courts to the Senior Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Lahore. From enquiries 
I have made, it appears that this latter 
contention i3 correct. Under section 37 of 
Act III of 1914 the District Judge may, with 
the previous sanction of the Local Govern- 
ment, delegate to any Subordinate Judge 
in his District the powers conferred on a 
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District Court by section 24 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure. As I have said, I have 
been unable to find that the sanction of 
the Local Government for any such delegation 
by the District Court to the Senior Subordi- 
nate Judge has been made and I, therefore, 
consider that the Senior Subordinate Judge 
is not authorised to hear applications to 
exercise the powers under section 24, Civil 
Procedure Code. In any event section 24, Civil 
Procedure Code, is perfectly clear and notice 
was bound to be given. The order is also 
bad for that reason. 

I, therefore, accept this revision and 
set aside the order transferring the case to 
Mr. Maya Ram and direct that the case proceed 
before the Court of Sheikh Ata Ilahi. The 
respondents must pay petitioner’s costs in 
this Court. 

Appeal accepted. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 53 of 1913. 

April 30, 1915. 

Present : — Mr. Stuart, A. J. C., and 
Mr. Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C. 
PARTAB BALI and another — Plaintiffs — 

Appellants 

versus 

Raja BINDESHRI PRASAD SINGH and 
others — Defendants — Respondents. 

Dasaundh, right to, whether connotes right to pos- 
session or under-proprietary right in land. 

• A right to cash dasaundh in a village is in the 
nature of a charge on its rents. It does not connote 
a right to possession of the village nor can it be 
deemed to be an under-proprietary right in its land, 
[p. 112, cols. 1 & 2.] 

Appeal from the decree of the Subordinate 
Judge, Gonda, dated the 29th March 1913. 

Babus Jiban Krishna Banerji and Aditya 
Prasad , for the Appellants. 

Babu Basdeo Lai and Pandit Gokaran Nath 
Misra, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — These appeals arise out 
of rival suits for pre-emption, brought by 
the appellants to each of these appeals in 
respect of a sale of proprietary rights of 
village Basbharya, effected by the Court of 
Wards in charge of the Ajudhya Estate in 
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favour of tlie defendants-respondents. The 
allegation of the plaintiffs Partab Bali and 
Sheo Narayan, in Suit No. 144 of 1912, was 
that they were under proprietors and in- 
habitants of Alanzu Basbharya, and also held 
a share in Mahal Behra Chak situated in 
the said village, and were entitled to a 
right of pre-emption as against the defend- 
ant-vendee, who was a stranger. The allega- 
tion of the plaintiffs, Gokaran and eleven 
others, in the other suit, was that they 
were under-proprietors of the said village 
and had a preferential right of purchase 
as against the defendant- vendee, who had 
no connection with the village. The defend- 
ant-vendee denied that either of the plaint- 
iffs had any right in the village. He fur- 
ther pleaded that the plaintiffs had lost 
their right to pre-emption, if any, by reason 
of their failure to deposit the purchase 
money on receiving intimation of the pro- 
posed sale within the time allowed by section 
11 of Act XV11I of 1876, and that the 
plaintiffs were estopped from claiming the 
property. 

The learned Subordinate Judge found 
that the notice sent by the Court of Wards 
under section 10 of the Act was issued 
after the sale was effected and was con- 
sequently of no avail and that the plaintiffs 
did not refuse to purchase the property, lie, 
however, dismissed the claim on the ground 
that neither of the plaintiffs had any pro- 
prietary or under-proprietary interest in t he 
land of the village. The plaintiffs in each 
suit have appealed and the main question 
for consideration is whether they hold any 
proprietary or under-proprietary interest in 
the land of the village and have a right to 
sue for pre-emption. 

It appears from the settlement decree 
obtained by Bhawani Shankar and others on 
the 10th March 1875 against the Court of 
Wards in charge of the Ajudhya Estate that 
a right of pukhtadar was claimed by the 

predecessors- in -title of the plaintiffs to these 
suits, but was disallowed by the Settlement 
Officer and that what was granted was a 
right to cash dasaundh ora 1/lOtli share in 
the gross rental of the village (Exhibits A-0 
and 2). A right to cash dasaundh does not, 
however, connote a right to possession of the 
village and as held in Deputy Commissbmer 


Oonda v. Bhagwan (1) and Parmeshar Dat 
v. Baj i Mohammad Abul Hasan Khan (2), 
such a right cannot be deemed to be an 
under-proprietary right in the land of 
the village. The entry of the names of the 
plaintiffs as under-proprietors in the recent 
settlement is, in the face of the settlement 
decree, of no value. In 1894 the Court of 
Wards issued a notice of ejectment against 
Sheoratan, brother of Gokaran, treating him 
as a tenant-at-will. Sheoratan contested the 
notice and succeeded in getting it cancelled 
on the ground that he was holding the plots 
of land in regard to which the notice was 
issued as a quasi sub proprietor, entitled to 
dasaundh (Exhibit 7). The Maharaja of 
Ajudhya subsequently tiled a suit against 
Sheoratan for a declaration that the latter had 
no under-proprietary or birtdari right in the 
village, and obtained a decree from the Court 
of the Munsif of Gonda on the 27th June 
1 90G (Exhibit A 10). In 1899 the Ajudhya 
Estate made a similar attempt to eject Patan, 
the predecessor- in- interest of some of the 
other appellants, and was unsuccessful in the 
Revenue Court, but the estate succeeded in 
obtaining a decree from the Civil Court, 
which was confirmed by this Court on the 
doth January 1902 vBxhibit A 11). No 
question of adverse possession, therefore, 
arises. None of the plaintiffs in either suit 
holds an under-proprietary right in the land 
of the village as distinct from a cash dasaundh 
which is in the nature of a charge on the 
rents. Partab Bali and Sheo Narayan plaint- 
iffs have also failed to establish that they 
hold any proprietary right in any land of 
the village in question. 

The appeals, therefore, fail and are dismiss- 
ed with costs. 

A ppc.il d ism issed. 

( I ) - 1ml. Cas. 2l»7; 12 0. C. 124. 
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CALCUTTA HTGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 453 

of 1915. 

February 12, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Richardson. 

SATIS CHUNDRA MUSTAFI and another 

— Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

AMANULLA BEPARI and another — 
Defendants - Respondents. 

Bengal Tenancy Act (VIII B. C. of 1885), s. 29— 

Rent reserved with temporal y remission, whether 
recoverable in full— Penalty. 

Where the original rent of an occupancy holding 
was Rs. 18 a year, bat, for some unexplained 
reason, in a kabuliyat taken from the ryot, the rent 
was stated to be Rs 19-14-0, out of which, 
for the term of the kabuliyat, a remission was 
allowed and the actual rent payable for the term was 
stated to be Rs. 12 only, and it was further provided 
that if the tenant failed to take a fresh settlement 
at an enhanced rent on the expiry of the term of 
the kabuliyat lie would be liable to pay the full rent 
reserved in the kabuliyat : 

Held, that the true rent of the holding, when the 
kabuliyat was executed, being Rs. 12, the provision as 
to the payment of rent at the rate of Rs. 19-14-0 
offended against or was a device to evade the 
provisions of section 29 of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
and was, therefore, inoperative, [p. 114, col. 1] 

Per !• l etcher, J. That the provision as to the en- 
hanced rent was a penal one, held in terrorem over 
the head of the tenant to make him come to the 
landlord and enter into a new settlement after the 
expiry of the kabuliyat , and was merely an attempt 
to evade the provisions of section 29 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act [p 1 1 4, col 1] 

^ Appeal against thedecree of the Additional 
Subordinate Judge, Rangpur, dated the 4th 
December 1914, modifying that of the Munsif, 

second Court, Gaibandha, dated the 24th 
November 1913. 

FACTS appear from the judgment. 

The kabuliyat in question set out in its head- 
ing in a tabular form the name of the tenant, 
the area of the holding, the total rent fixed 
•{jama gujasta ), which was stated to be 
Rs. 19-14-0, the remission granted till 
the period of the kabuliyat, viz., Rs. 7-14 0, 
and the rent payable on demand ( talabi 
jama) viz ., Rs. 12 only. 

The body of the kabuliyat , in its material 
portions, ran thus: — 

* * Fixing and agreeing to the annual 
rent at Rs. 19-14 0 out of which a sum 
of Rs. 7-12 0 is kept in abeyance during 
the whole period of the kabuliyat owing to my 
poverty and agreeing to the balance of 
Rs. 12 as the rent payable on demand, etc, 

$ 


CASES. 

“On the expiration of the term I shall file 
a regular kabuliyat at an enhanced rent within 
a month and take a patta. If within the 
aforesaid period I do not come to a fresh 
settlement, then immediately on the expiry 
of the term or at any time thereafter you 
will be entitled to realise rent year after 
year at the full rate of Rs. 19-14 0 
according to your wish.” 

Babu Nagendra Nath Ghose , for the Appel- 
lants. 

Babu Atul Chandra Gupta , for the Res- 
pendents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal by the 
plaintiffs against a judgment of the learned 
Additional Subordinate Judge of Rangpur, 
dated the 4th December 1914, reversing the 
decision of the Munsif of Gaibandha. The 
suit was brought to recover the rent due 
under a kabuliyat. The first Court decreed 
the suit. On appeal to the learned Additional 
Subordinate Judge, he reversed that decision. 
It has been found by the learned Subordinate 
Judge that the holding is an old holding and 
that the tenants have a right of occupancy in 
the land within the meaning of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. The rent was orignally Rs. 18, 
but for some reason which the learned Judge 
of the lower Appellate Court was not satisfied 
with — and he was also not satisfied as to 
whether the truth had been told to him — the 
cash rent was reduced in the kabuliyat sued 
upon to Rs. 12. but it was stated that the 
balance of the rent, namely, Rs. 7-14-0 was kept 
in suspense and would not be payable during 
the term of the kabuliyat , but that if the 
tenants fail to come to a new agreement as to 
the rent to be paid to the landlords at the 
expiration of the term, then a rent of 
Rs. 19-14 0 was to be payable. I do not know 
whether in this case it was stated that the 
suspense for three years was granted by the 
landlords owing to the charitable feeling that 
they bore to mankind in general and to 
these tenants in particular. But it i *3 a 
matter for comment that no day practically 
passes before the Court, at any rate before 
this Bench, without leases of this sort being 
brought up in review. There can be little 
doubt that these leases are put forward by 
the landlords with intent to evade the string- 
ent provisions contained in section 29 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. It cannot be that a 
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particular Bench of the Court should every 
day have its attention called to cases where 
the landlord out of the good nature and kind- 
ness of heart has voluntarily reduced the rent 
for a few years owing to the poverty or other 
circumstances of the tenants and subsequently 
sues for rent at the original rate and the 
tenant litigates with his landlord on the terms 
of his lease up to the final Court of Appeal. 
The present case seems to me to be a perfectly 
simple one, The cash rent, the talahi jama % 
i. e. t the rent to be paid is stated to be Rs. 18. 
Why the original cash rent was reduced 
to Rs. 12, no satisfactory explanation has been 
given. The story why Rs. 7-14-0 was kept in 
suspense has been totally disbelieved by the 
learned Subordinate Judge and there cannot 
be any doubt that the learned Judge meant 
to find that the rent payable under the terras 
of this kabuliyat was Rs. 12. Then it was 
pointed out by Mr. Gupta, who conducted the 
appeal on behalf of the tenant-respondents, 
that the condition for enhancement was 
purely in terrorem — a penalty held over the 
heads of the tenants — that unless the tenants 
should come to the landlords and enter into a 
new agreement satisfactory to the landlords, 
the rent would be enhanced from Rs. 12 to 
Rs. 19-14. That is, a method of enhancement 
which is altogether opposed to the terms of 
the Bengal Tenanoy Act and such an enhance- 
ment, in my opinion, cannot be supported. I 
think in this case that the provision as to 
enhanced rent was merely one held in 
terrorem over the heads of the tenants to make 
them come to the landlords and enter into a 
new settlement and that it was only in the 
event of such settlement not being assented 
to by the tenants it was provided that the 
suspense rent should become payable. But 
that was merely an attempt to evade the 
provisions of the Bengal Tenanoy Act and to 
enhance the rent in the manner prohibited by 
section 29 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. In 
my opinion, the result arrived at by the 
learned Subordinate Judge is oorreot. The 
present appeal, therefore, fails and must be 
dismissed with costs. 

Richardson, J. — In my opinion, there is a 
sufficient finding in the judgment of the lower 
Appellate Court that the true rent of the 
holding when the kabuliyat in question was 
executed was Rs. 12. If that be so, it is 
dear that the kabuliyat offends or is a device 

to evade the provisions of seotion 29 of the 


Bengal Tenanoy Act and is inoperative. The 
landlord cannot, therefore, without taking 
proper proceedings for enhancement recover 

rent at a higher rate than Rs. 12. I agree 

that the appeal must be dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 


COURT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, 

UNITED PROVINCES. 

Revenue Petition No. 122 of 1915-16 of 

Hardoi District. 

August 21, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Holms, S. M., and 
Mr. Campbell, J. M. 

HAFIZ ALI— Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

MUMTAZ HUSAIN and another— 

Defendants — Respondents. 

Oudh Rent Act ( XXII of 1886), $. 61 —'Landlord,' 
meaning of— Co-sharer collecting rent separately from 
tenant , power of — Ejectment. 

Tlio word ‘landlord’ in section 61 of the Oudh 
Rent Act means the person or persons to whom a 
tenant is liable to pay the whole of his rent. A 
petty co-sharer who collects rent separately from a 
tenant is not, therefore, by reason of an unsatisfied 
decree for rent entitled alone to eject the tenant, 
[p. 1 15, col. 1 .] 

Appeal from the decree of the Commis- 
sioner, Lucknow, dated the 8th January 1916, 
upholding the order of the Assistant Collector, 
Hardoi, dated the 26th August 1915. 

Mr. Mumtaz Husain , for the Appellant. 

Babu Lachhman Prasad , for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Holms, S. M. — (August#, 1916). — 1 cannot 
agree with the view taken by the lower 
Courts. It appears that in this village which 
is not partitioned, each co-sharer collects 
from each tenant his share of the rent and 
two of the co-sharers, the present respondents, 
obtained a decree for arrears of rent against 
the appellant for their share of the rent only. 
These two co-sharers now wish to eject the 
appellant under section 61 from the whole 
of his holding on account of the unsatisfied 
decree for their quota of the rent. It is 
admitted by both sides that there are two 
lain bard a rs in the village, one Mumtaz Ali 
(one of the respondents) and the other 
Bishawbhar Nath, and that their duties are 
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not divided. Bishambhar Nath does not 
wish to eject the appellant. It seems to 
me that the word ‘landlord’ in section 61 
must be understood to mean the person or 
persons to whom a tenant is liable to pay 
the whole of his rent, and that it is opposed 
both to the law and to ordinary convenience 
that a petty co-sharer who collects rent 
separately from a tenant should, by reason 
of an unsatisfied decree for rent, be entitled 
alone to eject the tenant. 

I would set aside the orders of the lower 

Courts and decree the suit for recovery of 

possession, respondents paying costs through- 
out. 

Campbell, J. M. — I agree. 

Appeal allowed . 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Drcree No. 1186 

of 1916. 

April 25, 1917. 

Present: Mr. Justice Chapman aud 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

Lala JAGDAMB LAL and others 

Defendants— Appellants 

versus 

Lala BIKU LAL and others 

Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

Hindu Law— Joint family- Partition, partial etfca 

rTouZZT of und f ided propert « h y™ 

night of other members. 

n „l here after a P arti “l Partition of joint family pro. 
perty one member continues in possession of certaii 

SI eS f DOt dlVided bet " een the of the 

family, his possession still continues to be tin 
thevm 10D h s- e -n tb . er members of ‘he family though 

they may be divided, till some event happens whirl: 

other [p. 1 p 1 ° 6 ^n zrr e ° r hostne to 

408^2 M^IQ ST™ *£*"“»* Aiyar, 1 Ind. Cas 
m 32 M. 191; 5 M. L. T. 49; 19 M. L. J. 94, relied 

t ^ PP6 o! , from a decision of the Distriot 
Judge, Shahabad. 

Mr. Suelal Aladho Mullick, for the Appel- 

lants. 

Messrs. Rajindra Prasad and Saroshi Charan 
Mitra, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 


Chapman, J. This appeal arises out of 
a suit for partition. The plaintiffs’ case 
appears to have teen that they and the 


defendants were members of a Hindu family 
to whom some fifty years ago or more a 
grant of 127 bighas of land had been made. 
Subsequently to that grant there had been 
a partition between the plaintiffs’ branch 
and the defendants’ branch of the family 
of 45 bighas out of the 127 bighas. The suit 
prayed for a partition of the remaining 
82 bighas. The original Court held against 
the plaintiffs’ case and held that the plaint- 
iffs had no joint title in respect of these 82 
bighas of any kind. 

In appeal the District Judge Mr. Mona- 
han held that the plaintiffs’ case had been 
made out; that the grant of the entire 127 
bighas was originally joint; that there had 
been a partial partition, and that the plaint- 
iffs still have a joint title. There was an 
appeal to the Calcutta High Court. The 
Calcutta High Court remanded the case for 
a fresh disposal. They did so upon the 
ground that the learned District Judge had 
nowhere in his judgment referred to the 
question of limitation. The learned Judges, 
however, did not in their judgment set 
aside the judgment of Mr. Monahan, 
and in disposing of the cro9s-appeai they 
say that the cross-appeal was concluded by 
the finding of fact arrived at by Mr. Mona- 
han. 

Upon the case coming on before Mr. 
Monahan’s successor Mr. Rowland, it was 
contended before Mr. Rowland that the entire 
case had been re-opened and that the ap- 
pellants defendants were entitled to re-open 
the question of title to the land. Mr. Row- 
land held that he was bound by the findings 
of his predecessor upon that point and that 
it was only open to him to go into the 
question of limitation. He held that for 
the purposes of establishing limitation it 
was necessary to prove that there had at 
some time been a definite ouster of the 
plaintiffs. ‘There being no evidence to that 
effect the plea of limitation must fail. I 
accordingly dismiss this appeal.” 

The defendants now again appeal to this 
Court. After some discussion it was con- 
ceded that it was in any event open 
to the District Judge to go into the ques- 
tion whether there was an original grant 
of the entire 127 bighas to this family 
or not. It was contended before us that 
from the fact of there having been a 
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partial partition of this 127 bighas it sliould 
have been presumed that there was an 
entire partition of the entire 127 bighas. 
it appears to me that if there be any 
doctrine of presumption of that kind it 
cannot refer to a specific area of land; it is 
only applicable to a case of a Hindu 
family the properties of which are not 
ascertained. If then one side can show 
that under some sort of partition some 
of the members of the family held separate 
properties, there probably would be some 
presumption that the entire family properties 
had been partitioned; but where there is 
specific evidence that the whole area of 127 
bighas had been partially partitioned, that 
evidence is in itself sufficient to dispose of 
any presumption that there was an entire 
partition of the whole. In any case it seems 
to me clear from the judgment of the 
High Court in appeal that it was not 
open to the learned District Judge to in- 
terfere with the finding of his predecessor 
upon the question whether there was a 
partial partition or not, for if there had 
been a complete partition it would be quite 
unnecessary to consider any question of 
limitation at all; the suii would have failed 
if there had already been a complete parti- 
tion. The remand of the question of limi- 
tation by the High Court assumes that theie 
is a right to par ition, unless that right can 
be shown to have been defeated by the law of 
limitation. 

It is then contended in appeal that the 
principle under which co-owneis can only be 
defeated by the law of limitation by evidence 
that one co-owner has been in adverse posses- 
sion of the property does not apply to a case 
in which there has been a partial partition. 
No authority for this contention has been cited. 
The authority which was mentioned is an 
authority which is against the appellants, 
namely, the case of Vaidyanath Aiyary. Aiya- 
• amy Aiyar (1), where at page 197 it is said: 
4 Where a member of a joint family is in pos 
session of joint family properties and a partial 
partition takes place leaving him, however, 
in possession of certain properties not divided 
between them, his possession will still con- 
tinue to be the possession of the other mem- 
bers of the family though they may have 

(1) 1 lnd. Cae. 408; 32 M. 191; f, M L. T 49; 19 
M. L. J. 94. 


been divided, till some event happens which 

renders his possession exclusive or hostile to 
the others.” 

All the contentions made on behalf of the 
appellants fail. It has not been suggested 
that upon the facts of the case the learned 
District Judge fell into error in saying 
that there was nothing to support the plea 
of ouster or adverse possession. The result 
is that this appeal fails and is dismiseed with 

costs. 

Atkinson, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


COURT Ob' THE BOARD OF REVENUE, 

UNITED PROVINCES. 

Revenue Petition No. 327 ok 1915-16 ok 

SohTANPU it District. 

July 25, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Holms, S. M. 

RAMESHAR and others—Plaintikfs— 

A ITEM. ANTS 
versus 

ABBAS A LI KHAN and others— 
Defendants — Respondents. 

('oust met ion of document — I.case — Heritable rights — 
Lessee holding over , yosition of. 

A lease was grunted for thirty years at a fixed rent, 
whieh was to be increased at the end of the term if 
the revenue was increased '1 here was no mention 
whatever of hereditary rights: 

Held, that the tenure created by the lease was not 
heritable except possibly for the unexpired period 
of the thirty years, [p 117, col. 1.] 

In the case of an ordinary lease for a term of 

% 

years when the lessee is allowed to hold on after 
the lease has come to a conclusion, the result is not 
that he is to hold on for his lifetime but he is merely 
treated as holding from year to year. [p. 117, col. 1.^] 

Appeal from the decree of the Commis- 
sioner, Fyzibad, dated the 5th April 1916. 

JUDGMENT. — The facts are these. In 
18t9 A. I). the zemindars gave a lease to 
two ancestors of the present appellants. The 
lease was for thirty years at a fixed rent 
and if at the end of that tim* the revenue 
was increased the rent was also to be in- 
creased. There was no mention whatever 
of hereditary rights. The thirty years expired 
in 1899 A. D. and some four or five years 
later the last of the t wo lessees died. Since 
then the appellants have been holding the 
land and in the receipts for rent giveu to 
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them the rent has been described as money 
paid under the lease. Most certainly, apart 
from the subsequent conduct of the zemindai s, 
the tenure created by the lease was not 
heritable except possibly for an unexpired 
period of the thirty years. There are several 
rulings to support this view, as for example, 
^ abi Bukhsh v. Muhammad Mohsin Ali (1) 
and Thakur Muhammad Nawah Ali Khan v. 
Mathra ( 2 ) and several decisions of the 
Judicial Commissioner’s Court. It is urged 
that the lease must be interpreted by the 
subsequent conduct of the zemindars and 
that even if the result of the conduct is 
not held to justify the lease being treated 
as a perpetual heritable lease, then at any 
rate the appellants are entitled to hold the 
land for their lifetime. In the case of an 
ordinary lease for a term of years when the 
lessee is allowed to hold on after the lease 
has come to a conclusion, the result is not 
that he is to hold on for his lifetime but he is 
merely treated as holding from year to year, 
and I do not think in the present case the 

result can be otherwise. Appeal dismissed 
with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 

(1) Selected Decision No. 2 of 1893. 

(2) Selected Decision No. 4 of If 05. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
Second Civil Appeal No. 1638 of 1915. 

March 27, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Tudhall and 
Mr. Justice Rafique. 

SHAM RATHI RAI — Plaintiff — 

Appellant 
, versus 

Musammat JAICHHA KUNWAR and 
another — Defendants — Respondents. 

Hindu Law -Widow— Surrender— Gift of whole 
estate to presumptive reversioner, validity of. 

A Hindu widow is competent to surrender by way 
of gift the whole of her husband’s estate in favour of 
the presumptive reversioner of her deceased husband, 
[p- U7, col. 2.] 

Second appeal from the decision of the 
District Judge, Ghazipur, dated the 14th 
Joly 1915. 

Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Khan, for the Appel- 


The Hon’ble Sir Sundar Lai , The Hon’ble 
Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Uma Shankar 
Bajpai , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — Ths facts as found by 
the Court below are as follows: — That Mu- 
sammat Jaichha Kunwar is the widow of 
a separated Hindu; that the second defend- 
ant Shivatahal Rai is the nearest reversioner 
at the present time; and that Musammat 
Jaichha Kunwar had, on the 14th of April 
1914, transferred the whole of her husband’s 
estate to Shivatahal Rai, the next reversioner, 
without any consideration whatsoever. The 
plaintiff-appellant, whose suit has been 
dismissed by both the Courts below, is a 
more remote reversioner, and his plea 
before us is that upon the facts found, 
the Courts below ought to have declared that 
the deed of gift, dated the 14th of April 
1914, is not binding upon him after the death 
of the widow. We have no hesitation in 
saying that the suit has been properly dis- 
missed by the Court below. The rule of law 
which governs such a case as this is to be 
found in the judgment of their Lordships 
of the Privy Council in Bajrangi Singh v. 
Manokarnika Bakhsh Singh (1). At page 20 of 

the report their Lordships say as follows: 

The High Court of Allahabad, indeed, does 
not recognise the validity of surrenders in 
favour, or alienations wi«h the consent of, 
presumptive reversioners so as to defeat the 
title of the actual reversioner at the time 
of the widow’s death. But this restriction 
is at variance with the principle itself, 
and is not in accordance with the practice 
in other parts of India in which the Mitak- 
shara Law prevails. Their Lordships have 
not been referred to any cases in the 
Province of Oudh in which this restriction has 
been acted upon; and though they would be 
unwilling to extend the widow’s power of 
alienation beyond its present limits, they 
cannot adopt the further limitation which the 
Allahabad High Court has sought to establish. 
They agree with the High Court of Calcutta, 
that ordinarily the consent of the whole body 
of persons constituting the next reversion 
should be obtained, though there may be cases 
in which special circumstances may render 
the strict enforcement of this rule impossible.” 

(1) 30 A. 1; 12 C. W. N. 74; 9 Bom. L. R. 1348; 6 
C. L. J. 766; 3 M. L. T. 1 ; 5 A. L. J. 1; 35 I. A. I; 17 
M. L. J. 605; 11 0. C. 78 (P. 0.). 
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The present is not a case of an alienation 
with the consent of presumptive rever- 
sioners. Oar attention has been called to 
a deoision of this Court reported as 
Bakhtawar v. Bhagwana (2), in which the 
decision of their Lordships of the Invy 
Council has been considered. That was a 
case of gift by a widow to a third person with 
the consent of the next reversioner, and this 
Court held that the decision in Bajrangi 
Singh' 8 case (1) covered only alienations for 
consideration with the consent of reversioners, 
and not cases of gifts or transfers without 
consideration with such consent. The point 
which is now before us, that is, the surrender 
by a Hindu widow of the whole of her hus- 
band’s estate in favour of the presumptive 
reversioners did not arise for decision in 
any of the cases to which our attention 
has been called. On the contrary, there 
are many cases in which the transfer by 
a widow of her husband’s estate to the next 
reversioner has been upheld. 1 he case 
reported as Bhupal Ram v. Lachma Kuar (3) 
is a case where a widow transferred the estate 
to her own daughter who was the next in the 
line of succession to herself. There have 
been several other cases in which the principle 
has been adopted without any hesitation 
whatsoever. In the present case it is 
moreover the whole estate which has been 
surrendered and not a portion of the estate. 
In our opinion the law on the question has 
been finally settled and requires no further 
discussion. The decision of the Court below 
is correct and the appeal, therefore, fails and 
is dismissed with costs, including fees on the 
higher scale. We allow no costs for the 
objection. 

Appeal dismissed . 

(2) 5 Ind. Caa. 270; 32 A. 176; 7 A. L. J. 121. 

(3) 11 A. 253; A. W. N. (1889) 22; 0 lml. Dec. 
(k. a.) 589. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1379 of 1915. 

February 6, 1917. 

Present:— Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar and 

Mr. Justice Spencer. 

APPAN PATRACHARIAR— Plaintiff- 

Appellant 

versus 

V. S. SR1N1VASACHARIAR and others— 
Defendants Nos. 1 to 5 — Respondents. 

Hindu Law— Ancestral property — Will— Dispositions 

in favour of female members, validity of. 

The father in a joint and undivided Hindu family 
can with the consent of his adult son and with the 
consent of his relations who are interested in a 
minor son of his, make valid provisions by Will in 
favour of the female members of his family, provided 
the said provisions are reasonable in extent and 
valuo. [p. 120, col. 1.] 

A disposition by Will of ancestral property may, 
in certain circumstances, stand on the same foot- 
in*' as a disposition by deed inter vivos provided the 
consent of the party to be affected is obtained. 

[p. 121, col. 1.] 

Second appeal against the decree of the 
Court of the Temporary Subordinate Judge, 
Triohinopoly, in Appeals Suits Nos. 266 
and 3‘20 of 1914, preferred against 
that of the Additional District Munsif, 
Trichinopoly, in Original Suit No. 49 of 
1914 (Original Suit No. 207 of 1912 on the 
file of the Principal District Munsif, 

Triohinopoly). 

Mr. G. S . Ramachandra Aiyar , for the 
Appellant. 

Messrs. T . R. Venhatarama Sastri and 
M. S. Tythinatha Aiyar, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sadasiva Aiyar, J.— The plaintiff is the 
appellant. He purchased the plaint lands in 
December 1909 from the 1st defendant. 
The 1st defendant had a minor step-brother 
who is the 2nd defendant and also an 
uterine sister, the 3rd defendant. The 1st 
and the 3rd defendants’ mother was the 
predeceased first wife of one Srini- 
vasaohariar who died on the 14th November 
1908. Within a fortnight before his death 
and on the 1st November 1908 (when he 
was ou his deathbed and with the knowledge 
that his dissolution was not far off) he 
executed the Will Exhibit V (u), by which 
he gave the properties mentioned in the 
schedule A attached to the Will to his 
eldest son, the 1st defendant, gave the pro- 
perties mentioned in the schedule B to his 
minor son, the 2nd defendant, and the land 
mentioned in the C schedule to his daughter, 
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the 3rd defendant, besides making some 
other provisions. It is not denied that 
relatively to the A and the B schedule pro- 
perties bequeathed to the two sons, the C 
schedule property left to the daughter is 
one of small value and it would not be an 
unreasonably large gift to be made by a 
very well-to-do father to his only daughter, 
though he has two undivided sons. It is 
further found that the 1st defendant, the 
elder of the two sons who was a major 
at the time of the Will, consented to this 
provision being made in favour of his sister 
and attested the Will and that the 2nd 
defendant’s mother, the testator’s second wife, 
also consented. 

Within a year of the testator’s death, 
however, the widow acting as the guardian 
of her minor son (the 2nd defendant) re- 
pudiated in one respect the validity of the 
very fair testamentary arrangements made 
by her husband and while willing that the 
A schedule properties which were given to 
her step-son, the 1st defendant, for his 
share by her husband should be his and 
that the B schedule properties given to 
her son, the 2nd defendant, should belong 
to the said son absolutely, grudged the 
gift of the C schedule properties to her 
step-daughter, the 3rd defendant. There- 
upon on the 3rd November 1909, the 1st 
defendant and the step-mother acting as 
guardian of the 2nd defendant executed 
the agreement Exhibit K, by which the C 
schedule properties were arranged to be sold 
and converted to cash and the sale proceeds 
divided equally between the two sons. It 
was in pursuance of this agreement that the 
1st defendant sold the properties to the 
plaintiff in December 1909 under Exhibit A. 

The lower Appellate Court held that 
though the properties dealt with under the 
Will Exhibit Y (a) were ancestral properties 
in which the two sons of the testator owned 
interests by birth, a reasonable gift oould 
be made by the father in favour of his only 
daughter so as to bind his sons and that 
such a gift, even though made by Will, would 
be binding on the sons if they consented to 
it. It also held that the 1st defendant hav- 
ing consented to the dispositions in the Will 
was bound thereby, and that the 2nd 
defendant though a minor at the time was 
also bound as consent could be given on 
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his behalf by his mother in his interests 
and such consent was given. On these 
findings it held that the 3rd defendant 
became the sole owner of the C schedule 
properties, that is, the plaint lands by the 
testamentary gift and that the plaintiff 
purchased nothing but a bag of wind under 
the sale-deed Exhibit A. The lower 
Appellate Court accordingly dismissed the 
plaintiff’s suit with the costs of the defend- 
ants Nos. 2 and 3. 

The plaintiff’s memorandum of second 
appeal contains 12 grounds, but leaving 
aside the general grounds and those which 
relate to the binding nature of the plaintiff’s 
sale-deed on the 2nd defendant and those 
which relate to questions of fact, those 
which attack the legal validity of the 3rd 
defendant’s title as claimed under the Will 
Exhibit Y (a) may be shortly stated thus:— 

(1) ‘ The Will can only operate from the 
date of the death of the testator at which 
time all the properties would pass to the 

two sons by right of survivorship, being 
ancestral property.” 

(2) It is not within the scope and powers 
of the guardian of a minor son to consent 
to the giving of property by a father to a 
third person.” 

v3) The said consent is also inoperative 

as it was given by a person who was not the 

guardian at the time, when she so con- 
sented.” 

(4) “The authorities relied upon by the 
Subordinate Judge are clearly distinguishable 
and they only refer tc gifts inter vivos and 
not to testamentary dispositions.” 

Besides these 4 grounds, Mr. Gr. S. Rama- 
ohandra Aiyar who appeared for the appel- 
lant raised a new contention before us that 
the document Exhibit Y (a) was not a Will 
but was a settlement inter vivos and as it was 
not registered, it was wholly inoperative and 
invalid. But this contention was not raised 
in the lower Courts and not even in the 
grounds of the second appeal memorandum 

and I must decline to allow it to be raised 
at this stage. 

As regards the 2nd and 3rd grounds, I- 
agree with Mr. Ramachandra Aiyar that the 
2nd defendant’s mother was not the legal 
guardian of the 2nd defendant so long as 
his father was alive, His consent, therefore, 
to the testamentary dispositions under 
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Exhibit V (ri) cannot give legal validity to 
the Will, but can only be an item of the 
evidence proving that the dispositions under 
the Will were in the nature of a fair family 
settlement to take effect after the death 
of the testator and were intended to avoid 
disputes and litigation and to promote peace. 
Of course the father himself as guardian of 
his son could act in his son’s interest. 

I shall now consider the first and the 
fourth contentions which may be dealt with 
together. I think that, on the authorities, 
the father in a joint and undivided family 
can, with the consent of his adult son and 
with the consent of his relations who are 
interested in a minor son of bis, make valid 
provisions by Will in favour of the female 
members of his family provided the said 
provisions are reasonable in extent and 
value. I shall refer only to a few cases. 

The first and the most important case 
is the Privy Council decision in Brijraj Singh 
v. Sheodan Singh (1). The following sentence 
occurs in the judgment of their Lordships 
of the Privy Council at page 340: “But 
the property was ancestral and therefore 
Kao Balwant Singh, although head of the 
family, had no right to make a partition 
by Will of that property among the various 
members of the family except with their 
consent .” The words J have italicised afford, 
in my opinion, clear indication of their 
Lordships’ view that with “their” consent, 
(that is, the consent of other members of 
the family) a disposition of property by Will 
by the managing member would be binding 
on them after his death. No doubt, the 
observation is an obiter dictum, as their Lord- 
ships found in that case that the document 
called “Will” was really a disposition 
inter vivos , but 1 think that the dictum which 
was so clearly laid down is binding on 
this Court especially as, in my opinion, 
there is nothing in the Hindu Shastras 
opposed to the above dictum, which (if 1 may 
say so with respect) is eminently just and 
equitable. 

In Kudutamma v. Narasimhacharyulu (2) 
it was held that a Hindu brother who is 

(1) 19 Inch C«k. 820; 35 A 237; 17 C. W. N. 949; 
(1913) M. W. N. 515; 11 A. L. J. 098; U M. L. T. 
11; J8 C. L. J. 57; 16 lioin. L. K. 052; 25 M. L J. 
188; 40 1. A. 161 (P. C.). 

(2) 17 M b. J. 526; 6 M. L. T 4'». 


the managing member of a joint Hindu 
family would not be acting in excess of 
bis powers as such, in giving away a 
reasonable portion of the joint family pro- 
perty to his sisters who, though married 
in their father’s lifetime, were left, for 
some reason or other, without a marriage 
portion. 

In Anivilla Snndarat amayya v. Cherla 
Siia.hma (3) it was held that a gift 
of 8 acres of ancestral land by a Hindu 
father to his daughter after marriage when 
the family was possessed of 200 acres of 
land was valid against his adult sons even 
without their consent. 

I shall next consider the case of Aruna- 
challa Pillai v. Sumpurna Thaclu (4) which, 
in my opinion, is a very strong case. 
There the undivided paternal grandfather 
of a minor gave a portion of the family 
property (about 30 per cent, in value of 
the whole) to his third wife and daughters 
with the consent of his only grandson’s 
widowed mother. It was held that the 
gift was binding upon the grandson. The 
learned Judges say: It is clear that it 
was open to the grandfather, if be bad 
chosen and without any one’s consent, to 
effect a partition and leave the whole of 
bis half share to bis third wife and her 
daughters and it was, in our opinion, clearly 
for the benefit of the minor for bis guardians 
to avoid an eventuality so injurious to bis 
interests by consenting to the alienations 
effected by Exhibit I.” In the present case 
also, the testator could have separated 
from his two sons and taken one-third 
share as bis separate share and given 
it away to his daughter, the 3rd defend- 
ant. This would have been much more to 
the detriment of the 2nd defendant than 
the provision made in the Will, by which 
he got half of the whole ancestral pro- 
pel ties except the C schedule properties. 
In the present case, the testator could 
have made a gift of the C schedule pro- 
perties validly to his daughter and effect- 
ed a partition between bis two sons </nr- 
mg his lifetime . But with the consent 
of his major son and with the consent 
of his minor son’s mother, and in what 


(3) 10 1ml. Cns.60; 21 M. L. J. 095; 9 M. 
(1911) 1 M. W. N. 422; 35 M. 028. 

W W lnd. C<u. 208; 27 M. L. J. 485. 


L. T. 409; 
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he himself, as the guardian of his minor 
son, considered to be in the interests of 
his said son, he made a gift by Will to 
take effect after his death, instead of by 
a deed to come into effect at once. I 
think that on the logical application of 
the principles laid down in the cases I 
have referred to above and seeing that 
their Lordships of the Privy Council treat- 
ed the disposition by Will in certain circum- 
stances, though of ancestral property, as 
standing on the same footing as disposi- 
tions by deed inter vivos , provided the con- 
sent of the parties to be affected is ob- 
tained, the family settlement made by the 
Will Exhibit V (a) in this case ought to be 
upheld. In the result the second appeal 
will be dismissed with costs. 

Spencer, J. — I concur. 

Appeal dismissed. 

r. R. p. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1072 of 1915. 

March 16, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Tudball and 
Mr. Justice Ratique. 

K HE DU RAI —Plaintiff — Appellant 

ve rsus 

SHEOPARSAN RAI and otheks— 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Mortgage — Redemption suit — Compromise, non-regis- 
tration of, effect of — Registration Act {VIII of 1871), s. 
49 - Mortgagee, possession of, under compromise — 
A d verse possess ion. 

By an unregistered deed of compromise a 
mortgagor and mortgagee consented to the complete 
transfer of the equity of redemption to the latter. 
The mortgagee took possession of the property in 
pursuance of the compromise and both parties acted 
upon it for nearly forty years: 

Held , that the possession of the mortgagee since 
the compromise was adverse to the mortgagor and 
his heirs, [p. 122, col. 2.] 

Second appeal from the decision of the 
District Judge, Azamgarh, dated the 1st 
May 1915. 

Mr. M. L. Agarwala , for the Appellant. 

The Hon’ble Dr. T?j Bahadur Sapru and 
Dr, Surendro ddath Sen , for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT.— This is a second appeal 


preferred by the plaintiff in a suit brought 
for redemption of certain property. The 
plaintiff Khedu Rai is the heir of one Zalim 
Rai. In the year 1S69, Zalim Rai mort- 
gaged the property in suit to the predeces- 
sors-in-title of the present defendants first 
party. In the year 1876 a dispute arose 
between the mortgagor and the mortgagees 
and a case arose in the Revenue Courts 
in respect to the entry of names in the 
Record of Rights. We are informed that 
a grove had actually been sold by the 
mortgagees to the predecessors- in-title of 
the defendants second party. The dispute 
in the Revenue Court resulted in a com- 
promise in which Zalim Rai gave up all 
bis equity of redemption in the property. 
The mortgagees agreed to certain property 
being held by Zalim Rai and his wife as 
long as either of them should live, it, on 
their death, reverting to the mortgagees. 
The compromise was not registered. Entries 
were made in the Government record accord- 
ingly and from that date the mortgagees 
were recorded as the full owners of the 
property. The mortgage was one by condi- 
tional sale. From that time onwards the 
mortgagees have always been recorded as 
owners of the property and they dealt with 
it as such. In the year 1900 and again 
in 1904 the defendants first party trans- 
ferred various portions of the property to 
the defendants second party. In the year 

1908, a co-sharer in the village named 
Mahabir Rai applied for partition of his 
own share in the mahal. The defendants 
first party, on the 26th of January 1909, 
applied for partition of part of the pro- 
perty which is now in dispute, and the 
defendants second party applied for parti- 
tion of the rest of the property which is 
now in dispute. On the 19th of August 

1909, the present plaintiff Khedu Rai, 
who is the heir of Zalim Rai, applied for 
partition of his own share in the village 
and in his application laid no claim what- 
soever to the property now in dispute, as 
a mortgagor. The partition was completed 
on the 20th of October 1910, and came 
into force* on the 1st of July 1911. In 
1912, the plaintiff brought the present suit 
for redemption of the mortgage. The 
Courts below have dismissed the suit. The 
plaintiff appeals. 
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The first point urged on li is behalf before 
us was that the compromise of 1876, being 
unregistered, conveyed no title, and under sec- 
tion 49 of the Registration Act, VII L of 1871, 
it could not be taken as evidence of any 
transfer of property. It is urged that 
there was no transfer of the equity of redemp- 
tion; that the mortgagees cannot, by 
asserting adverse possession, change the 
nature of their possession, and, therefore, 
the plaintiff is entitled to redeem. On be- 
half of the respondents, however, it is 
pointed out that though the document was 
not registered, the parties had acted upon 
the transaction from the year 1876 up to 
the date of the present suit; that the 
nature of the mortgagees’ possession has 
been changed with effect from the date 
of the compromise; that the defendants 
first party have transferred portions of the 
property, and that the defendants’ possession 
has really been adverse to that of the 
plaintiff or his predeoessor-in-title. Re- 
liance is placed upon the decision of their 
Lordships of the Privy Council in Mahomed 
Musa v. Aghore Kumar Gang nli (1) and our 
attention has also been called to the decision 
in fJsuman Khan v. Nagalla Dasanna (2). It 
will be noted that the transaction of 1876 
took place at a period prior to the corning 
into force of the Transfer of Property Act 
of 1882. It is true that the Registration 
Act was then in force, but it seems to us 
that this was not a case of the mortgagee 
merely setting up adverse possession with- 
out any act on the part of the mortgagor 
in the matter. In other words, the 
present case is not of mere unilateral 
action by the mortgagee. Both parties 
consented to the complete transfer of the 
equity of redemption to the mortgagees 
and both parties have acted upon it for 
very nearly forty years. The case is very 
similar indeed to the case reported as 

JJsman Khan v. Dasanna (2). We think the 
principle of that decision and also of the 
decision in Mahomed Musa v. Aghore 


(1) 28 liul. Cub. 930; 42 C. 801; 17 Horn. L. It .ton. 

21 C. L. J. 231; 28 M. L. J. 548; 19 C. W. N. 250- 13 A* 
L, J. 229; 17 M. L. T. 143; 2 L. \V. 258; (1915) M w 
N. 021; 42 I. A. 1 (P. C.). ' * 

(2) 16 Ind. Cas. 094; 12 M. L. T. 330; 23 M L I 
360; (1912) M. W. N. 995; 37 M. 545. 


Kumar Qanguli (1) is applicable to the present 
case, and we hold that the defendants 
have held possession of this property 
since the year 1876 as owners adversely 
to the mortgagor and his heirs. We do 
not think it necessary to go into the 
other point which has been raised in the 
appeal. The appeal fails and is, therefore, 
dismissed with costs, including in this 
Court fees on the higher scale. 

Appeal dismissed. 


SIND JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 36 of 1914. 

September 21, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Hayward, J. C , and 
Mr. Crouch, A. J. C. 

Musammat HALIM A — Plaintiff — Appellant 


versus 

MATHRADAS RAMCHAND and othees — 

Defendants— Respondents. 

Provincial Insolvency Act (III oj 1907), g#, 16. cl. 
(2) (10, 22 — Receiver, suit against by third pci ton — Leave 
oj Court, whether necessary. 

There is no general rule of law making it necessary 
for a plaint iff to obtain leave of the Insolvency Court 
before suing the Receiver in insolvency, [p. 123, col. 1.] 

A plaintiff who is not a creditor but n third person 
claiming adversely to the insolvent is not affected by 
the provisions of section 16, clause (2) (b), of the Pro- 
vincial Insolvency Act, and is not, therefore, bound 
to obtain leave of the Court before suing the 
Receiver, [p. 123, col. 2.J 

Section 22 of t ho Provincial Insolvency Act does 
not in any way prohibit the enforcement of rights 
hy suit without the leave of the Court, [p. 123 col. 2.] 

Mr. Ilirdaram Mewaram , for the Appellant. 

Mi. Mot i ram l\amchcind t for the Respond- 
ents. 


JUDGMENT. 

Hayward, J. C.— The plaintiff sued for 
ceclaration of ownership of certain property 
m her possession as against the defend- 
ants Nos. 1 and 2, who wore Receivers 
m insolvency. The first Class Sub-Judge, 
Hyderabad, dismissed the suit on the ground 
that it could not be brought without the 
prior leave of the Insolvency Court. The 
District Judge of Hyderabad, on first appeal, 
confirmed this decision, also holding that 
no suit would lie against the Receivers in 
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insolvency without the prior leave of the 
Insolvency Court. This second appeal has 
been brought to obtain a reversal of this 
decision and the trial of the suit on the 
merits by the lower Courts. 

It appears to me that there has in this 
case been some misapprehension as to the 
rule regarding prior leave for a suit against 
a Receiver. There is an old rule of the 
common law that no suit may be brought^ 
against a Receiver appointed in a suit without! 
leave of the Trying Court. But even that , 
rule is limited to a case where the claimant 
is not in ..possession of the property and 
where actual possession has been taken 
by - the '"Receiver. The rule and the 
authorities upon which it is based will be 
found in paragraph 709 of Volume 24 of 
Halsbury’s Laws of England. It is that 
rule which was apparently applied by the 
Madras High Court in 1903 in the case 
of Kamatchi Ammal v. Sundaram Ayyar (1). 
That also must, no doubt, have been the 
rule which was referred to in general terms 
by the single Judge of the Calcutta High 
Court, who decided the case of Pramatha 
Nath Gangooly v. Khetra Nath Banerjee 

(2). But it must be observed that both 
those cases were cases of Receivers appointed 
in suits under the Civil Procedure Cod^ 
There would appear to be no authority 
for holding that that rule, which has been 
applied to Receivers in suits who are merely 
officers appointed to hold the property on 
behalf of the Court, has also been applied 
to Receivers in insolvency or, as they are 
otherwise termed, Official Assignees in 
insolvency in whom the property is actually 
vested under the Insolvency Act. That, no 
doubt, would explain why no reference 
whatever was made to the necessity of 
obtaining the leave of the Court in the 
case in which it was held that the common 
law right to sue the Official Assignee 
was not taken away by the provision 
enabling a person aggrieved by any act of 
the Official Assignee to bring the matter 
before the Insolvency Court. That was 
the case of Kaginlal v. Official Assignee 

(3) decided by the Bench of the Bombay 


(1) 26 M. 492. 

(2) 32 C. 270; 9 C. W. N. 247. 

(3) 12 Ind. Cae. 391; 13 Bom. L. 
473. 


R. 900; 35 B 


High Court. But that there is no such 
rule applicable to Receivers in insolvency 
or in other words to Official Assignees in 
insolvency has been expressly stated in 
the case of Ramalinga Chetty v.Ananthaehariar 

(4) by the Madras High Court. It appears, 
therefore, to me that there was no necessity 
in this case to obtain leave before suit 
under any general rule and the appellant, 
not being a creditor but being a thirds 
person claiming adversely to the insolvents^ 
was not affected by the special provisions 
of section 16, clause 2 (6), of the Pro- 
vincial Insolvency Act of 1907. And though 
affected by the provisions of section 22 
that section contains no special provisions 
prohibiting the enforcement of rights by 
suit without the leave of the Court. 

We ought, in my opinion, for these 
reasons to reverse the decisions of the 
lower Courts and to remand the case for 
trial upon the merits under Order XLI, 
rule 23, Civil Procedure Code. 

Costs to be costs in the cause. 

Croocu, A. J. C. — Plaintiff is in possession 
of a house which the Official Receiver in a 
certain insolvency claims to be a portion 
of the estate vested in him. The plaintiff 
has, prima facie , a right of suit under section 
42 of the Specific Relief Act to obtain a 
declaration that she is entitled to such 
property, unless it can be shown that such 
right is either expressly or impliedly barred 
by some rule of law. The view of the 
lower Court is that such a rule exists. The 
authority cited is reported as Kamatchi 
Ammal v. Sundaram Ayyar (1). The theory 
there put forward is that the Receiver is 
an officer of the Court and that any party 
aggrieved by his conduct should seek redress 
against him in the proceedings in which 
he was appointed, and that no separate 
proceedings can be taken against him, either 
in that Court or elsewhere, without the 
leave of the Court under whose authority 
the Receiver was acting. On consulting 
the authorities upon which the lower Court 
Judge relied we find that the decision rests 
ultimately on an English rule of procedure. 
Now, if any citizen of the Province of Sind 
desires to know what is the law of insolvency 

(4) 18 Ind. Cas. 722; 24 M. L. J. 350; (1913) M. 
W. N. 287; 13 M. L. T. 303. 
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irj tli is province and whether or not his 
right of suit in any particular case is barred 
by such law, he is entitled to consult the 
Provincial Insolvency Act, III of 1907, 
which was framed for the express purpose 
of consolidating and amending the law 
relating to insolvency in British India as 
administered by Courts having jurisdiction 
outside the Presidency Towns. Now the 
only section in this Act which can conceivably 
limit plaintiff’s right of suit is section 22. 
This section does not expressly bar the 
suit, and I fully agree with the Judges 
who decided the case reported as Bat 
Samrjf v. Sardarsatig Hamabhai (5) that its 
terms are not such as to justify the view 
that the right of suit is impliedly barred. 
In my opinion it is always dangerous for 
any Indian Court to apply an English 
common law rule of procedure, unless 
such rule has been expressly adopted 
and the present case offers an instruc- 
tive illustration of the danger of doing so. 
The rule relied on seems never to have been 
limited by strict definition, and both the 
scope and the limits of its application are 
open to question. 

I am, therefore, of opinion* that the right 
of suit in this case is not barred and I 
remand tho case as suggested by the learned 
Judicial Commissioner. 

Appeal allowed] Case remanded. 

(o) 12 Inch Cas. 381; 13 Horn. L. U. ‘J05. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
First Appeal from Order No. 98 ok 1916. 

January 20, 1917. 
r resent-. — Mr. Justice Piggott and 
Mr Justice Walsh. 

M mammal NARAIN DEI 

Applicant — Appellant 


c c / t» rc o 


Musammat PARMESHARI and others— 
Opposite Parties— Respondents 

Succession Certificate Act I 17/ of 11-89) - Success,,, 
certificate , application for, reject ion of— Review - Apnea 
whether ties. “ 1 1 

No appeal lies against an order rejecting an apid 
cation for review of an order granting a success',, 
certificate. But an appeal will lie Iron, an ordc 
rejecting an application for the grant of a sneee^sio 
certificate, [p. 125, cols. 1 & 2.1 

First appeal against tho decision of th 


District Judge, Moradabad, dated the 8th 
December 193 5. 

Mr. Badha Katd Malaviya (for Mr Rama 
Kant M alavitya ) , for the Applicant 

The Hon’ble Dr. Tei Bahadur Sapru , 
for the Opposite Parties. 


JUDGMENT. 

Piggott, J. — This is an appeal from 
an order passed under the Succession Certi- 
ficate Act. It arises under the following 
circumstances : — The applicant, the appel- 
lant before this Court, is the widow of one 
U rarao Singh. She applied to the District 
Judge for a certificate entitling her to 
collect the debts of her late husband, to 
the amount of Rs. 1,246-11*0. The application 
was opposed by certain persons, the re- 
spondents now before us, who claim to be 
interested as reversioners in the estate of 
Umrao Singh. The District Judge decided 
in favour cf the present appellant, but 

held that the succession certificate should 
be granted only subject to her furnishing 
security for the amount of the debts specified 
in her application. He fixed the amount at 
Rs. 1,250, and wo think it is worthwhile 
to notice this point, because it would seem 
that, by some copyist’s err< r, the lady was 
left under tho impression that she was order- 
ed to furnish security to the amount of 

Rs. 1,750. Some months later the present 
appellant applied to the District Judge, 
the successor* in-oflice of the Judge who 
lmd originally passed the order, asking him 
to grant her a certificate without any 
condition as to security, the reason alleged 
being that she was not in a position to 
furnish security. Thereupon an order was 
passed on the Sth of December 1915, to 

the effect that tho learned Judge refused 

to reconsider his predecessor’s order. The 

appeal is against this order of the 8th 
December 1915. 


A preliminary objection is taken befoio 
us that no appeal lies and we have 
come to the conclusion, although not with- 
out scum reluctance, that this objec- 
tion must prevail. The question we have 
to consider is altogether distinct from 
t he question whether an appeal could have 
Ten prosecuted by either party against 
the original order of July the 30th, 1915, 
granting a certifrnte subject to conditions. 
According to the existing stato of authorities 
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in this Court, such an appeal would not lie, 
vide Nannhu Mai v. Gulabo (1) and the 
cases therein cited. Our attention has been 
drawn to a later decision cf this Court in 
Gauri Butt v. Musammat Maikia (2) ques- 
tioning the correctness of the older rulings, 
though not dissenting from them. If the 
question had come before U3 in a pure 
form, namely, whether this lady had or 
had not a right of appeal from the order 
of the 30th July 1915, we might have 
felt disposed to see whether the older deci- 
sions of this Court could not be re-consider- 
ed. The lady, however, has submitted to 
the existing current of authority in this 
Court and has refrained from appealing 
from this order of the 30th July 1915. 
We must, therefore, accept the position that 
that order was not appealable, or, at any 
rate, has not been appealed against. The 
order of the 8th of December, as it stands, 
is merely an order rejecting what the 
learned Judge took to be an application 
for review of the order of the 30th July 
1915. From this order, as it stands, it is 
quite clear that no appeal lies. The only 
question, which could be argued and which 
has been argued before us, was whether 
we could treat this latter order as being 
in substance one refusing a certificate in 
favour of the present appellant. We are 
afraid under the circumstances stated that 
it is impossible for us to do this. If the 
appellant wished to obtain from the District 
Judge an appealable order, in accordance 
with the view of the law taken in Nannhu 
Mai v. Gulabo (1), she should have moved 
the District Judge, upon her representation 
that she was unable to furnish security, 
to pass an order finally disposing of her 
application for the certificate. Such an 
order, in the circumstances, if the District 
Judge had refused to review his predeces- 
sor s order, would have to be an order 
rejecting this lady’s application for the 
certificate, and from such an order, accord- 
ing to the view of the law hitherto 
accepted in this Court, an appeal would lie. 
It may be that it is not too late even 
now for the appellant to adopt this course. 
For the reasons stated, we dismiss this 
appeal with costs including fees on the 
higher scale. 

(1) 26 A. 173; A. W. N. (1903) 225 
. (2) 2 A. L. J. 606. 


Walsh, J. — I agree. I think the whole 
thing is a lamentable exhibition of the 
results which may accrue to parties of a 
misunderstanding and an attempt to fight 
about the form instead of the substance. 
The whole point in the case is as to who 
should collect the debts of the deceased 
man, and there is no question between the 
parties, such as arises in a suit, which need 
have led to several months being spent upon 
an idle discussion of this kind. There 
seems to have been a misunderstanding. 
Mr. Malaviya tells us, and I see no reason 
to doubt him, that the intention was to 
get an order from the District Judge on 
the 8th of December )9i5, refusing a 
certificate without furnishing security. For 
some reason, which has not hitherto 
been explained, there was an order on that 
application which is dated the 4th of May. 
It is quite clear from the order which 
was drawn up that the learned Judge 
treated the application as one to review or 
modify the previous order. Whether it 
was that owing to the time which had 
elapsed when the formal order came to be 
drawn up what had really happened was 
forgotten and the formal order does not 
represent the real result, or whether it 
was due to the fact that the learned 
gentleman representing the appellant did 
not make himself clear to the learned 
Judge of the Court below, it is impossible 
for us to say that it is an order refusing 
a certificate. It is not such an order. It 
is an order refusing to entertain an appli- 
cation to review or modify the previous 
order. Therefore we cannot deal with it as 
something which it is not, . It seems to 
us, however, that there is no obstacle to 
the applicant, the appellant before us, taking 
immediate steps to make a fresh application 
to the District Judge, and if possible sup- 
ported by an affidavit, for grant of an 
unconditional certificate, or in the alternative 
for a certificate on such terms as the Judge 
thinks right. And if she is advised to appeal 
against the order made on such fresh appli- 
cation, speaking for myself, if I am satisfied 
that unless this Court makes some order 
to accelerate the hearing of the appeal, 
some of the debts will become statute- 
barred, I should be prepared to accelerate 
the appeal to prevent such result. That 
seems to be required in the interest of 


INDIAN OASES. 


[1917 


1*6 

NAGANATHA SASTR1 V . SUBRAMANIA ITER. 

the parties themselves and reasonable as 
against the debtors who owe the money. 

Appeal rejected. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civir. Appeals Nos. 885 and 1349 

of 1915. 

January 24, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar and 

Mr. Justice Spencer. 

P. V. NAGANATHA SASTRI — Plaintiff 
— Appellant in S. A. No. 835 of 1915 and 
Respondent in S. A. No. 1349 of i 915 

versus 

N. P. SUBRAMANIA IYER — Defendant 
—Respondent in S A. No. 835 of 1915 and 
Appellant in S. A. No. 1349 of 1915. 

Dejamation — Libellous statements in document — 
Innuendo— Part y defamed , quest ion as to — Pair comment 
— Justification — Damages, quantum of — Findings by 
Court- Question s of fact — Appeal , second — High Court , 
interference by— Civil Procedure Code l Act V of HJ08), 
s. 100 — Legal Practitioners, duty of, in accepting pro. 
fessional engagements. 

The question whether the whole or part of an alleged 
defamatory writing would he construed by an ordinary 
reader to refer to a particular person is a question of 
fact which, in English Courts, would he left to n Jury, 
and where the Jury arrives at its verdict on this 
particular point through a misconstruction of the 
writing read as a whole or through other circum- 
stances appearing in the case, that verdict is a verdict 
upon a question of fact. [p. 1 L0, col. 2. J 
The questions of justification, fair comment, bona 
fide* and quantum of damages, in an action for 
defamation, are also all questions of fact. [p. 128 
col. 1.] 

Though it is a question for the Judge to say 
whether if certain facts were proved they would 
amount to justification, yet it is a question for the 
Jury to say whether an article complained of is a 
fair comment on a matter of public interest. It is 
only where the article is so clearly fair that there can 

he no question of libel on the admitted facts that a 
, | , t W | . . . . ease. [p. 128, cols. 1 & 2.] 

I he High Court cannot, in second appeal, interfere 
with a finding on any of the above matters, [p j *>7 
col. 1.] ‘ L * * ~ ’ 

Per Sadasi va Aiyar , ./. In modern times the tendency 
is to expect from the legal profession a greater 
amount of care and conscience in accepting engage- 
ments than was done in the days of Lord Erskine or 
Lord Brougham, [p. 127, col. 2.] 

"1 A • % • 0 . exemplary damages is 

due to an illegitimate encroachment on the con- 
siderations of punishment by fine in criminal juris 
prudence into realms of civil law and such doctrine 
should not be introduced into British India ,, l‘>s 
col. l.J ’ 


Second appeals against the decrees of the 
Court of the Subordinate Judge, Kum- 
bakonam, in Appeal Suits Nos. 165 
and 173 of 1914, preferred against those of 
the District Munsif, Tanjore, in Original 
Suit No. 559 of 1912. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. Rangachariar, Messrs. 
P. R. Ganapathi Aiyar and K. S. Ramabhadra 
Aiyar , for the Appellant in S. A. No. 835 and 
for the Respondent in S. A. No. 1349. 

Mr. G. S. Ramachandra Aiyar , for the Re- 
spondent in S. A. 835 and for the Appellant 
in S. A. No. 1349. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sadasiva Aiyar, J. — These two connected 
appeals arise out of the same suit brought 
by the plaintiff, a leading Vakil of the 
Tanjore Bar, for the recovery of Rs. 2,000 
for damages for the libel contained in a letter 
sent to the “Madras Standard” by the defend- 
ant and published in that paper on the 22nd 
August 1912. The letter is marked as 
Exhibit A in the case. The District M unsif 
awarded Rs. 500 damages and full costs. 
Both sides appealed and the learned Sub- 
ordinate Judge on appeal reduced the 
damages to Rs. 10 but awarded full costs 
to the plaintiff in the defendant’s appeal 
and dismissed the plaintiff’s appeal without 
costs. In the defendant’s Second Appeal 
No. 1349 of 1915, Mr. G. S. Ramachandra 

Aiyar argues that only the last eleven lines of 
Exhibit A were intended by him to refer 
to the plaintiff, and that even as regards 
the matter contained in those eleven lines his 
letter amounts to a fair comment made bona 
fide upon the plaintiff’s conduct as Vakil 
in putting forward arguments in a particular 
mode in a case conducted by him and that, 
therefore, he is not liable, in law, to the 
plaintiff for such comments. 

1 think the question whether the whole 
of a writing or any part of that writing 
would be construed by an ordinary reader 
to refer to plaintiff is a question of fact 
which in English Courts would be left 
to a Jury, and where the Jury arrives at 
ist verdict on this particular point, through 
a misconstruction of the w’riting read as a 
whole or through other circumstances ap- 
pearing in the case, that verdict is a verdict 
upon a question of fact. While, theiefore, I 
am of opinion that the Subrrdinate Judge in 
arriving at his conclusion that the first 
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portion of the letter, Exhibit A, would not 
be read by an ordinary newspaper reader 
as referring to the plaintiff, did so through 
a construction of the letter which according 
to legal canons of construction was wholly 
unjustified, I am unable to hold that his 
finding as to the implication that would be 
put by an ordinary newspaper reader on 
that portion of the letter A (that is, 
whether it referred to the plaintiff or not), 
is not a question of fact but one of law 
and is, therefore, open to be questioned in 
second appeal. 

As regards the remaining portions (that 
is, the last eleven lines) they clearly accuse 
Mr. Naganatha Sastri of the six faults, 
numbered 1 to 6, in the next previous 
portion and also of sophistry. The de- 
fendant in his own evidence admits that 
Mr. Naganatha Sastri was not guilty, in 
the conduct of the case, of five of the 
above seven faults. If, however, an ordinary 
reader would read the document a9 charg- 
ing Mr. Naganatha Sastri with these five 
faults also, then the defendant is clear- 
ly guilty of libel. The defendant’s appeal, 
therefore, must be dismissed with costs. 

As regards the plaintiff’s second appeal, 
it is valued at Rs. 1,990. I find from 
the Subordinate Judge’s judgment that the 
plaintiff left the question of the quantum 
of damages entirely in the hands of that 
Court. That Court in respect of the defama- 
tory matter contained in the last eleven 
lines assessed the damages at Rs. 10 and 
in respect of the whole letter (if the 
whole was a libel on plaintiff) at Rs. 100. 
I think, therefore, that the plaintiff’s 
appeal on the question of the inadequacy 
of damages should have been confined to 
the difference between the Rs. 100 and the 
Rs. 10, that is, to Rs. 90. I have already 
observed, in considering the defendant’s 
appeal, that the question whether the first 
portion of the letter applied to plaintiff is a 
question of fact with which I cannot interfere 
in second appeal. The quantum of damages 
is also a question of fact. The plaintiff’s 
appeal is, therefore, also dismissed with 
costs. 

In thus confirming the judgment of the 
Subordinats Judge I should not be under- 
stood as affirming all the observations as 


to the ethics of the profession contained 
in that judgment. The remark that 
members of the profession have no duty 
to judge of the case for themselves before 
accepting an engagement”, seems to me to 
be too broadly stated. I think the tendency 
in modern times is to expect from the legal 
profession a greater amount of care and 
conscience in accepting engagements and in 
putting forward arguments than was thought 
sufficient in the days of Lord Erskine or 
Lord Brougham, when the duty of 
praotitioners to clients was exalted to such 
an extent as to obscure the duty of the 
practitioner to see that his own delicacy 
of conscience and sense of right is not 
gradually blunted and that his position as 
a promoter of justice and a helper of the 
Court in its administration is not gradually 
made subordinate to his position as a 
mere paid advocate of the claims of others. 

I shall notice also very shortly two 
points referred to by Mr. T. Rangachariar 
in the course of his argument. He 
referred to the House of Lords’ case in 
Hulton & Co. v. Jones (l) to support his 
position that whether the plaintiff was 
intended or not intended to be attacked, 
the defendant would be liable if an ordinary 
reader would reasonably come to that 
conclusion. Supposing that the English 
Law as developed by the English precedents 
is to that effect, I do not see why the 
Indian Law should follow suit unless 
the doctrine is in consonance with justice, 
equity and good conscience. I am 
strongly of opinion that the dissenting 
opinion of Lord Justice Fletcher Moulton 
on the question (an opinion which was 
expressed in the same case when it was 
before the Court of Appeal) [see Jones v. 
Hulton fy Co. (2)] is much more in con- 
sonance with justice and equity than the 
law as now settled in England on this point. 

The other point mentioned by Mr. 
T. Rangachariar is that penal and 
exemplary damages ought to be awarded 
in such cases as the present. I shall 
content myself with observing that the 

(1) (1910) A. C. 20; 79 L. J. K. B. 198; 101 L. T. 
831; 54 S. J. 1 16; 26 T. L. R. 128. 

(2) <1909) 2 K. B. 444 at pp. 458 to 476; 101 L. T. 
330; 25 T. L. R. 597; 78 L. J K. B. 937, 
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whole doctrine of penal and exemplary 
damages is due to the illegitimate encroach- 
ment of the considerations of punishment by 
fine in criminal jurisprudence into the realms 
of civil litigation and I wholly deprecate 
the introduction of such complications of 
the English system into India. I wish to 
remark in conclusion that the plaintiff 
would have been better advised if he had 
treated the whole matter, even in the 
beginning, with indifference (I shall not say 
contempt). At any rate, he should not, 
in my opinion, have pursued the matter 
in the Appellate Court after he had 
obtained a judgment in the First Court, 
nor have tiled a second appeal in this 
Court after both Courts had decided in 
his favour that the defendant was not justified 
in his attacking the plaintiff, though they 
differed as to whether the whole of the 
letter or only a portion constituted such 
attack. 

Spencer, J. — I entirely agree with what 
has fallen from my learned brother as to 
the undesirability of this matter having 
formed the subject of a civil action after 
the defendant bad tendered an apology. 

The Subordinate .Judge found, as a 
finding on a question of fact, that only 
the latter part of the newsparer publication 
referred to the plaintiff. 

It has been argued that as the alleged 
libel is contained in a document, it is 
open to us to interpret this document 
according as we think proper. In my 
opinion, it, is not the legal construction 
which is to be put on this document that we 
have to consider but what an ordinary 
person would understand by the language 
used, and this is a matter which would be in a 
case tried with a Jury a question for the Jury 
to decide. Therefore, whether the first part 
of the article referred to the plaintiff or 
not is a question of fact into which we cm- 
not go in second appeal. I am not pre- 
pared to say that, if this matter had come 
before us in first appeal, 1 should have taken 
the same view as the Subordinate Judge 
has taken. 

Then as to the questions of justification, 
fair comment and bona fi les these also are 
questions of fact, and the first Court found 
them against the defendant in paragraphs 
21, 22 and 21 of its judgment and the 
learned Subordinate Judge agreed with the 


District Munsif. It has always been held 
that, although it is a question for the Judge 
to say whether if certain facts were proved 
they would amount to justification, yet 
it is a question for the Jury to say whe- 
ther an article complained of is a fair com- 
ment on a matter of public interest. It 
is only where the article is so clearly 
fair that there can be no question of libel 
on the admitted facts that a Judge may 
stop the case. We must, therefore, accept the 
findings as to fair comment and bona Jides. 

The quantum of damages is also a question 
of fact, and even were it otherwise, the cir- 
cumstances of tli is case do not seem to require 
any interference. 

I, therefore, agree that both appeals should 
be dismissed with costs. 

Both appeals dismissed. 

V.R.P. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1261) ok 1914. 

November 1‘3, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Walsh and 
Mr. Justice Stuart. 

Kw>r NHHAL SINGH and another— 

P L A I NTl F KvS — A PPE I.L A NTS 

versus 

Lain SEWA RAM and others— Defendants 

— Respondents. 

Appeal, second — Findings on issues referred to lower 
Appellate Court — High Court, interference by — Specific 

R-lief Act (/ o/ 1877), 8.27 (b) — Specific fwrformance 

— Contract of sale -Notice of sale before registration. 

Findings on issues referred to a lower Appellate 
Court in .second appeal are just, as much foldings of 
fart as the findings in the original suit ami cannot 1)0 
disturbed bv the High Court in second appeal. [p. 
129, col. 2] 

Hal Kishen v. Jasoda Knar , 7 A. 765; A. W. N. 
(18S5) 225; t lud. Dee. (n. s ) 908. followed. 

Mubarak Husain v. Ihhari, It) A. 806; A. \Y, N. 
(IS'.U) 97; 8 1 nd. Dec (x. s.) 199, distinguished. 

If a defendant to a suit for specific performance, 
has notice of the sale to the plaintiff before the 
regLt ration of bis own contract of sale is completed 
lie is liable to the plaint ill’ under section 27 (5) of the 
Specific Relief Act. [ p. 130, col. l.J 


Second appeal from the decision of the 
District Judge, Mainpuri, dated the 2nd 
July 1914. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru and 
Mr, Kailash Nath Katin , for the Appellants. 
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Messrs, Lakshmi Naratn and Oirdhari Lai 
Agarwala , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Walsh, J. — This is by no means a simple 
matter, having regard to what has previously 
happened in the history of the case. The 
circumstances out of which the suit arises 
appear in every judgment on the record 
(I think this is the fifth judgment in the 
case), and need not be reiterated. When 
the case was last before my brother Mr. 
Justice Sunder Lai, as he then was, and 
myself, certain issues were sent down to 
the lower Appellate Court. The result 
of the findings is that the District Judge 
has held that the plaintiff had no contract 
with defendant No. 2 and that defendant 
No. 1 only received notice of a contract, 
if there was one, during the registration 

proceedings. 

Either of these findings, if they are 
sound, would be fatal to the plaintiff’s case. 

The second is clearly untenable. The 
point is covered by authority, and we have 
no alternative but to hold that the notice 
was sufficient to render defendant No. 1 
liable^ under section 27, sub-section (6) of 
the bpecific Relief Act, if there was a 

™ P 0 * n t raises considerable 

difficulty At the first hearing in the first 
Court defendant No. 2, who is alleged to 
have made the contract, did not appear to 
ispu e it. It would be idle to ignore 
that significant fact. The first Court held 
a there had been an executory contract 
for Rs. 2.900 and that Rs. 100 had been 
accepted by defendant No. 2 as part pay- 
ment thereunder. Defendant No. ), who 
succeeded on the question of notice, did 
no challenge this finding when he was 
respondent in appeal, but as he again 
succeeded in the lower Appellate Court 
on the question of notice, this Court in 
re erring the issues gave him the opportunity 
to do so at the second hearing. 

At the trial of the issues the plaintiff 
se out to support the formation of the 
contract, which hitherto had not been 
seriously disputed, by advancing a good 
deal of additional evidence tending to show 
prior negotiations as far back as 1908. 
Ihe learned District Judge, for reasons 
we are quite unable to follow, rejected this 
evidence and has drawn an inference against 

9 


the plaintiff for having failed to produce 
it on the former occasion which we think 
is not justified, as on the former occasion 
there was no dispute. They are, however, 
findings of fact which we are by law 
prohibited from disturbing. It was urged 
by the appellants that the case of Mubarak 
Husain v. Bihar i (1) was a decision 
justifying our ignoring the findings. All 
that that case decided was that where in 
second appeal issues have been referred, 
and after they have been decided, the 
case comes back to this Court and another 
Judge thinks that the case could have 
been disposed of and can still be disposed 
of without reference to the issues which 
have been referred and which need not 
have been referred, he is at liberty to 
decide the case without reference to the 
issues. That is a totally different thing 
from overruling the findings on the issues 
and we must take it to be the law, as 
decided in Bal Kishen v. Jasoda Kuar (2), 
that findings on issues referred to a lower 
Appellate Court in second appeal are just 
as much findings of fact as the findings 
in the original suit and cannot be disturb- 
ed by this Court in second appeal. 
These findings, however, do not dispose of 
the case. The learned Judge treated the 
case when referred as res Integra. In this 
he was wrong. He entirely ignored, so 
far as anything in his judgment shows, 
the evidence and the findings of % the first 
Court to which we have already referred. 
He has come to a conclusion that there 
was no contract because he has rejected the 
evidence of 1908, and because defendant 
No. 2 did not authorise the sale-deed 
which was prepared. This was a misdirection 
in law. It is quite true that we may 
again refer this part of the case for the 
facts to be found by the lower Appellate 
Court. We think, however, that the case 
has occupied too much time already and 
that when this Court can it ought, in the 
interests of the parties, to dispose finally 
of issues which have been left undeter- 
mined by the lower Appellate Court. 
Exercising our jurisdiction under section 

(1) 16 A. 106; A. W. N. (1894) 97; 8 Ind. Dec. 
(n. s.) 199. 

(2) 7 A. 765; A. W. N. (1885) 225; 4 Iud. Dec. 
(x. s ) 908. 
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103 we have been taken thoroughly through 
the evidence upon the record and we are 
satisfied as a faot that having regard to 
the evidence in the first Court and to the 
surrounding circumstances of the case, the 
plaintiff did agree, and defendant No. 2 
agreed with the plaintiff, for the sale of 
this property for Rs. 2,900 and that Rs. 100 
was paid in part payment of the purchase- 
money. 

The evidence further shows and this 
point has also been entirely ignored 
by the learned Discrict Judge, that defend- 
ant No. 1 himself, in a suit in which the 
title to this identical property was in ques- 
tion and when he himself was asserting 
that defendant No. 2 had been as against 
his wife the owner, put the present plaint- 
iff into the box and as part of his, defend- 
ant No. 1 ’s own case, attempted to prove 
the very contract which he now denies. 
In our opinion a person is not permitted 
to affirm and disaffirm a transaction when 
it suits his interest so to do, and that 
being apparently what defendant No. 1 is 
seeking to do in this case, we hold on this 
second ground that he is estopped from 
asserting, as against the parties to this suit, 
that this contract which he himself relied 
upon in another suit did not exist in faot. 
On this ground we hold that the property 
had already been sold on the 19th of 
February to the plaintiff when the contract 
of June was entered into with defendant 
No. 1, and that the defendant No. 1 had 
notice of such transaction before the registra- 
tion of his own contract was completed, and 
that he is, therefore, liable in this suit to 
the plaintiff under section 27, sub-section 
(6), and that the plaintiff is, therefore, 
entitled to a deciee against defendant No. 1 
as well as against defendant No. 2 for 
possession of the property and for an 
order that the sale-deed of the property 
in suit be executed by defendants Nos. 1 
and 2 in favour of the plaintiff. The ap- 
pellant must have his costs here and in 
the Courts below, which will include in 
this Court fees on the higher scale. 

Stuart, J. — I concur in the order passed. 

Appeal accepted. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Rent Appeal No. 50 of 1916. 

April 17, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Stuart, A. J. C., and 
Mr. Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C. 

FATEH BAHADUR KHAN and another— 

Defendants — Appellants 

V 6 TSUS 

Thakurain JAGRAJ KUNWAR— 

Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Ondh Rent Act (XX// oj 1886), 4 (I), 47 (1)— 

Landlord and tenant — Ejectment — Tenant , re-admis- 
sion of, to portion of previous holding — Enhancement of 
rent, legality of. 

Where a tenant after his ejectment from the 
holding is re-admitted to only a portion of the same at 
an enhanced rent, the enhancement is illegal if it 
exceeds by more than one anna in the rupee or 
6, percent, the rent payable by him before his eject- 
ment. [p 131, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the order of the District 
Judge, Rae Bareli, dated the ISth July 1916, 
modifying that of the Assistant Collector, 
1st Class, Rae Bareli, dated the 15th May 
1916. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Samiullah Beg , for the 
Appellants. 

Mr. Brij Bhan Chandar, for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — The decision of this 
second rent appeal has been referred to a 
Bench by the order of the Judicial Com- 
missioner, dated the 24th January 1917. 
The facts are very simple. The defendants- 
appellants held the land in suit from the 
plaintiff as agricultural tenants together 
with 5 bighas 17 biswas and 3 biswansis at a 
rent of Rs. 89-2*0. On 19th July 1913, the 
plaintiff gave them a lease of the land in 
suit only for Rs. 163-4-6 reducing the area 
of the previous holding by 5 bighas 17 biswas 
and 3 biswajisis. The question for our deci- 
sion is whether the enhancement of rent 
thereby provided can be enforced in view of 
the provisions of sections 4 (1) and 47 (1) 
of Act XXII of 1886. The effect of an 
enhancement, other than an enhancement 
in accordance with the provisions of section 
47, is discussed in a Bench case, Rama 
Nand v. Nadir Ali Khan (1). In a subse- 
quent decision of the Judicial Commissioner 
sitting alone, Lachhman Singh v. Sarfaraz 
Kunwar (2), it was decided that 

where a tenant who had been ejected from 

(1) 10. C. 78. 

(2; 33 Ind. Cus. 560; 18 O. C. 361; 3 O. L. J. 126. 


Vol. XL] 


indiaiToases. 


131 


AJODHTA PRASAD V. MANOHAR PRASAD, 

his holding was re-admitted to a holding with 
an increased area on an enhanced rental, 
section 47 did not apply. This decision 
does not affect the present case. It is no 
authority for the converse proposition that 
section 47 does not apply to a case where 
a tenant who has been ejected from his 
holding has been re-admitted to a portion 
of the same holding. Section 47(1) states: 
Except in the cases mentioned in sections 
49 and 50 ’ (these sections have no appli- 
cation to the present case), “the rent of a 
tenant admitted to the occupation of any 
land, the tenancy of which has determined 
according to the provisions of this Act, 
shall not exceed by more than one anna in 
the rupee, or six and a quarter per cent., 
0 ren payable by the tenant immediately 
prece ing him. The tenancy of the land in 

n? 1 ^ a A d ! termined accor ding to the provisions 
ot this Act, and the only question for our deci- 

inolnl? w k 0t her the words “any land” would 

the a POr t I ° 1 n j ° f the land in the area of 
the lpqq V101 !^ * 0 dlng * The greater includes 

land” d f T ° U - r ° P ' nion the words “ an y 

porLnT/h 6 1Dter P re ‘e d as including I 
portion of the previous holding. 

learned ^ ere /° re ’ res tore the decree of the 

learned Assistant Collector and set aside 
The e ° ree j ° f tbe lear ned District Judge. 

those of?t, dent Wi J ] Pay her costs and 

Distrinf T a a PP e ^ants in the Court of the 
^strict Judge and in this Court. 

Decree restored. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. - 
-biRST Civil Appeal No. 367 of 1915. 

April 2, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Mullick and 
a TAnT? r ‘ Justice Atkinson. 

JODHYA PRASAD-— Plaintiff — 

Appellant 


veisus 

MANOHAR PRASAD AND OTHERS 

Defendants — Respondents. 

n( ! U L aw ~Mitakshara— Joint family— Ances 

ichethp V P( ? rtlt } on > suit f° r i by son in father's lifeti 
renypel rm xntamab le—P artition decree- Minor 
represented m sui t, whether hound. 

^° r P ar ® on °f ancestral property 

! slia “ s »» r “ the lifetime of his father 
maintainable, [p. 133, col. 2.] 


A minor unrepresented in a partition suit, is, in the 
absence of prejudice, bound by the partition decree, 
[p. 134, col. 1.] 

Appeal from the decision of the Subordi- 
nate Judge, Patna. 

Messrs. Ganesh Dutta Singh , Sivnandan 
Roy and Karunamoy Bose, for the Appellant. 

Rai Tribhuan Nath Sahay and Mr. Dwarka - 
nath Pathak , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — This appeal arises out 
of a suit for partition instituted by the 
plaintiff in the Court of the Subordinate 
Judge of Patna in respect of the properties 
enumerated in Schedules I, II and III to the 
plaint. Defendant No. 1 is the father of the 
plaintiff; defendant No. 2 is the brother of the 
plaintiff’s father; and defendants Nos. 3 
and 4 are the adult sons of the plaintiff’s 
father, who have declined to join as 
plaintiffs in this suit. Defendant No. 5 
is the grandson of defendant No. 2. 

Paragraph 19 of the plaint, contains 
prayers for the following reliefs: — 

1. That on getting all the properties 

mentioned in Schedules I, II and III of 
the plaint partitioned through an Amin 
Commissioner, the plaintiff’s 2-annas out 
of the 16-annas share may be separated 
and possession thereof be delivered 

to the plaintiff. 

2. That the property mentioned in Schedule 
II may be given to the defendant No. 2 
and that in Schedule III to the defend- 
ant No. 1 or an additional share in 
proportion to the price of those properties 
may be allowed to the # plaintiff after 
including it in the share of the defendants 
Nos. 1 and 2. 

3. That the cost of the suit with interest 
may be realised form the contesting defend- 
ants and awarded to the plaintiff. 

4. That such other order as be found 
proper, may be passed in favour of the 
plaintiff. 

No less than 10 issues were framed by 
the learned Judge who tried tl§e suit 
but those material for the purposes of 
this appeal are issues Nos. 6 and 7. Issue 
No. 6 runs as follows: — “What are the 
joint family properties? Has plaintiff omitted 
to mention in the plaint any of the joint 
family properties?” And issue No. 7 runs 
as follows : — “is the plaintiff in joint pos- 
session of the properties in suit with the 
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defendant? If not, does his suit for partition 

1 * ‘ill 

1€> ^ 11 * 
The learned Judge found that the plain- 
tiff was not entitled to maintain the fuit 
during the lifetime of his fat! er. He 
further found that there was no evidence 
that the plaintiff’s interest in the proper- 
ty in suit was being imperilled. He also 
found that even if the suit lay, it was 
incompetent because the property now in 
suit had been partitioned in a previous 
suit brought before the Court of the 
Subord inate Judge of Meerut in the United 
Provinces. He accordingly dismissed the 
suit, but without costs. The plaintiff 
now prefers the present appeal before 
us. 

Now, the first question that arises is 
whether upon the plaint as it is framed 
the suit can be said to be a simple suit 
for partition. On behalf of the respond- 
ent it has been strongly urged that unless 
the plaintiff brings upon the record certain 
persons into whose possession the properties 
mentioned in Schedules II and III have passed, 
he cannot proceed with the partition against 
the defendants before us. It appears that 
some of the properties enumerated 
in Schedule II or a share in these 
properties have been sold in exe- 
cution of a decree against defendant 
No. 2; and that the auction-purchasers have 
taken possession. These auction-purchasers 
are not impleaded as defendants in the 
present suit, and it is contended that 
unless the plaintiff brings a properly framed 
suit for the recovery of possession of these 
properties he cannot ask the Court to 
proceed with this partition. 

It also appears that the roperties in 
Schedule III have been alienated by tho 
plaintiff’s father and are now in the 
possession of third parties. 

It is similarly contended that unless 
these transferees are brought upon tho 
record and the porperty recovered from 
their possession the partition cannot pro- 
ceed. 

In my opinion there is considerable force 
in these contentions. The plaint as it 
stands is for partition of tho properties 
in Schedules I, II and III; and unless the 
persons in possession of these properties 
are impleaded and unless it is decided in 


their presence that the transfers are invalid 
or not binding upon the plaintiff, the suit as 
a suit for partition is clearly incompetent. 
The plaintiff must bring all the persons in 
possession of tho properties which he seeks 
to partition before the Court and the Court 
will then give him the equitable relief 

which he seeks. 

Mr. Pugh on behalf of the plaintiff- 
appellant recognises this difficulty and 
suggests that we should allow him to 
amend the plaint in the following manner:— 
He requests that clause (1) of paragraph 
19 of the plaint should run as follows:— 

1. That on getting all the properties 
mentioned in Schedule I, save that portion 
of items 5 and 7 of the said schedule which 
remains unsold, partitioned through an Amin 
Commissioner the plaintiff s 2-annas out of 
the 16-annas share may he separated and 
“ khas ” possession thereof bo delivered to 
the plaintiff. 

He next asks that clause (2) of paragraph 
19 may bo expunged and the following 
clause be substituted therefor: — 

(2) That an account be taken from defend- 
ant No. 1 in respect of that part of the 
properties which has been sold by defend- 
ant No. 1 since the institution of this 

suit. 

It is necessary to explain that item No. 
15 was tho subject matter of partition 
in the Meerut suit, three-fourths of the 
house which comprised this item falling 
to the share of tho plaintiff’s uncle, defendant 
No. 2, and one-fourth to the share of 
the plaintiff’s father, defendant No. 1. 
Since the institution of the present suit 
defendant No. 1 and defendant No. 2 
have jointly sold tho house and the sale- 
proceeds are now in deposit in a bank. 
Defendant No. 1 is required by tho 
plaintiff to account for tho plaintiff’s share 
in the one-fourth share of tho sale-proceeds 
of the house. 

We think that it is competent to the 
plaintiff in tho present suit to take the 
account he seeks. He is not bound to 
ask for the partition of tho properties 
which have been alienated. In a parti- 
tion suit the other members of the joint 
family are liable to account for any ex- 
penditure out of tho joint family funds 
which has been incurred for expenses not 
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legitimate to the purposes of the joint family 
and if, as the plaintiff alleges, there has been 
any misappropriation or waste on the part 
of the defendants, all the defendants are 
liable to account to the plaintiff for the 
same. Therefore, it seems to me that the 
plaint as amended is in order and the 
plaintiff is competent to prosecute the suit 
without being required to file the additional 
Court fees which he would have been 
required to file if a prayer for declaration 
of title and recovery of possession had 
been added to the plaint. In my opinion 
the suit as amended is competent and 
triable as an ordinary partition suit. 


not in 


The next question is whether or m 
suit is at all maintainable during the lib 
time of the plaintiff’s father. The learne 
Vakil for the respondent relies upc 
nameshwar Prosad Singh v. Lachmi Prose 

fw 1 - rheir Lordshl P s in that case he] 
that the plaintiff could maintain a suit f< 

partffmn of ancestral property even when h 

hevV ather W6re both ^ive. 

he °'? tlle PTOPerty t0 b e wasted an 

Annarei tl 8 ^ lherein imperilled 

waste a T A’" 6 , Case there was evidenc 

1 . u- e and tbe learned Judge whil 
decided ^ SUit waa -aht ailbl 

had no , h ! meritS ,hat the plainti 

learned jJf t0 ? 8 PTOpert V »" Th 
learned Judges, however, approved r 

the judgment of Mr. Justice Telang 

v. RarrMa Ral 

expressed* ’ . whlch that learned Judg 
tion wV f 16 °r i0 "" w ^hout any qualifies 
son fl ?v * " 8uit " Mitaksha. 
lifetirno ^ ar V t n n f as maintainable in th 

flttr t„ the father and the granc 

Suhha' j The Sam ^ Vlevv was taken i 
Ayyar v. Ganasa Ayyar (3). Th 

earned J u d ges of the Madras High Com 

“Wp " Ca , S f *f ade the following observatior 

nlnrl A i° U have considered ourselves cor 
leded by authority, had it not been fo 

Court T r 10 " .° f the raa j° rit y of the Hig 

Court at Bombay in Apaji Narhar Kulakarm ^ 

full Cland J a Ra ^ 1 Kulakarni (2). After care 
y reading the judgments in that cas 


S* \l h 7 w * N * G8s - 

(3) R M ?2\ 8 Incl * Dec> s ) 49 7. 

' ' 18 D9; 6 Inch Dec. (n. s.) 474. 


and comparing them with the Mitakshara 
and the decision in Nayalinga Mudali v. 
Snhbiramaniya Mudali (4), we agree in the 
opinion of Mr. Justice Telang, who has 
reviewed at length all the authorities on 
the subject and dissented from the conclusion 
arrived at by the majority of the Court.” In 
our opinion the present case is fully covered 
by this last mentioned authority. 

The Calcutta decision upon which the 
learned Vakil for the respondent relies 
doe3 not go the full length of his con- 
tention; and, in my opinion, that decision 
does not alford any authority for the pro- 
position that the present suit is not maintain- 
able, if the plaintiff is unable to prove 
waste or circumstances showing that his 
interest in the joint family property is 
being imperilled. The suit, therefore, is 
maintainable. 

Then there remains the question whether 


ie present suit is incompetent by reason 
? the partition in the Meerut District 
.{erred to above. It appears that out of 
fifteen items enumerated in Schedule 
I, items Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 15 

jre covered by the decision of the Sub- 
dinate Judge of Meerut which was ap- 
aled against to the High Court of Allahabad 
d although Mr. Pugh at first contended 
at in spite of the decision of the Ap- 
Hate Court he was still competent to 
-open the partition on the ground that 
e partition was made in his absence, 
does not press this contention very 
rongly. His argument was that under no 
’cumstances could the plaintiff, who 
vs a minor during the partition pro- 

edings, be bound by a decree in a 
in which his uncle was the 


which . • i 

inti if and his father the principal 

andaut. Mr. Pugh points out that 
defendant No. 1 in that suit, set 
a claim adverse to that of the plaintiff 
raised the plea that the properties were 
own self-acquired properties and not the 
,t family property at all. It is contended 
t as the interest set up by the defendant 
hat suit was adverse to the interest of the 
intiff, he would not have been com- 
to act as guardian ad litem for the 


i 1 _ J. 


• i. 


( 4 ) 1 M. H. C. R. 77 - 
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the decision in that suit should not in any 
way prejudice the plaintiff’s suit. 

It appears, however, on the authorities 
that the plaintiff, though a minor and 
unrepresented, would, in the absence of 
prejudice, be bound by the partition decree. 
It has not been shown on the evidence 
recorded by the learned Subordinate Judge 
that the plaintiff was in any way prejudiced. 
It is certainly not necessary that he 
should have been represented in that 
suit. The only circumstance which is 
material is whether or not the results 
were prejudicial to the plaintiff’s inter- 
est. 

Although the plaintiff’s father sot up in 
that suit a plea that the properties were 
his own self-aoquired properties, the Court 
found that they were in faot joint family 
property. The partition, as between plaintiff’s 
uncle on the one hand and plaintiff’s 
jFather representing the plaintiff’s branch of 
She family on the other, appears to have been 
a fair and equitable partition and is binding 
upon the plaintiff in the present suit. 

Items Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 15, therefore, 
cannot be partitioned a second time and the 
present appeal so far as these properties 
are concerned must be dismissed against 
defendants Nos. 2 and 5. 

With regard to property No. 15, as has 
already been mentioned, the plaintiff’s father 
has sold his one-fourth share and the money 
is in deposit in the bank. The plaintiff’s 
share oan be easily ascertained and the plain- 
tiff’s father will be liable to account to the 
plaintiff for that portion of the sale- proceeds 
which represents the plaintiff’s share. 

With regard to properties Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10 
11, 12, 13, 14 and 5, it is admitted that they 
were not covered by the partition proceedings 
in the Meerut District. But then the learned 
Vakil for the respondents urges that these 
properties were the subject-matter of a 
private partition in the year 1883 and that, 
therefore, the present suit in respect of them 
cannot proceed. 

He relies upon an arbitration award as 
evidence of the fact that these properties 
were partitioned by an arbitrator in 1883. 
Now it appears from the judgment of the 
learned Judges of the Allahabad High Court 
in 1913, to which reference has already been 
made, that this arbitration award was con- 


sidered and the learned Judges came to the 
conclusion that so far at least as the proper- 
ties then in suit were concerned, the arbitra- 
tion award did not touch those proper- 
ties and that at the time of the partition 
proceedings at Meerut they were still joint 
family property and liable to partition, and 
it is on this basis that the learned Judges 
allowed the partition to proceed. 

It does not appear on a careful perusal of 
the Appellate Court’s judgment that the 
Court definitely found either that the rest of 
the property was joint family property or 
that the alleged partition of IS83 did not 
take place. We find, therefore, that there is 
no bar of res judicata as regards items Nos. 7, 

8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 5 in the present 
suit and the learned Subordinate Judge 
is in error in holding that these pro- 
perties were partitioned by the Allahabad 
High Court and the present suit is on that 
account incompetent. 

It will be a question for determination 
whether any of these properties are joint 
family properties or not and that matter will 
have to be gone into in the course of the 
remand which we propose to make. 

The order, therefore, which we shall make 
is this. The order and decree of the lower 
Court will be set aside, and the case will be 
remanded for trial with the following 
directions: — 

1. It has been represented to us that the 
mother of the plaintiff is still alive and 
under the Mitakshara Law she is entitled to 
a share in the joint family property. The 
partition cannot and ought not to proceed in 
her absence and we think it desirable that 
she should be brought on the record as do- 
fondant and that she should be allowed to tile 
a written statement, if she wishes to do so. 
If out of the pleadings in that written 
statement any issue arises which is not 
covered by the issues already framed, a fresh 
issue or issues will have to be framed and 
evidonce taken thereon. If no other issue 
is framed upon the written statement of the 
added defendant, the Court will proceed to 
try issues Nos. 6 and 7 as already framed by 
him. The remaining issues will be taken 
as decided in the plaintiff's favour and no 
fnrth or evidence will be allowed to be given 
on them. 

2. With regard to properties Nos. 1,2, 3, 4, 6, 


INDIAN OASES. 


135 


Vol. XL] 

KALANDAR MANDAL V. AJIMUDEE MANDAL. 

and 15, Schedule I, the suit is dismissed 
as against defendants Nos. 2 and 5. But the 
plaintiff will be entitled to a partition as 
against the remaining defendants. 

3. With regard to the remaining properties 
of Schedule I, the Court will take evidence on 
issues Nos 6 and 7 as framed by him and will 
decide to what portions of these properties 
the plaintiff is entitled as against all the 
defendants in the present suit including the 
added defendant, his mother. 

4. Defendant No. 2 will not bo liable to 
account to the plaintiff in respect of pro- 
perties alleged to have been alienated by him, 
but defendant No. 1 will account to the 
plaintiff for that part of items Nos. 5, 7 and 15 
of Schedule I and for the whole of Schedule 
III, which is alleged to have been alienated by 
the said defendant No. 1. 

5. The parties will be entitled to adduce 
whatever oral and documentary evidence they 

may consider necessary for the decision of 
issues Nos. 6 and 7. 

6. With regard to the properties in 

^ if so advised, must 
bring a separate suit for recovery of posses- 
sion before suing for partition. In my 
opinion he cannot prosecute a suit for parti- 
tion without first recovering that part of the 
property which has passed out of the joint 
family in execution of the decree obtained 
against defendant No. 2. 

As a partial partition has already once 
been made in respect of this estate by the 
Allahabad High Court, we think that having 
regard to the special circumstances that have 
arisen since that partition we ought to allow 
the present partition suit to proceed, although 
incomplete; and we give leave to the plaintiff, 
if he so desires, to bring a third partition suit 
in respect of the properties mentioned in 
Schedule II. The circumstances of this case 
are exceptional and that is the reason why 
we allow this course. 

The result is that the appeal is decreed in 
this modified form; each party will bear its 
own costs. 

Wd direct that the learned Judge will 
take up and dispose of this matter within 
four months of the record reaching him. 

It appeais that there is an injunction in 
respect of properties Nos. 2 and 4 of Schedule 
I, prohibiting defendant No. 2 for taking pos- 
session thereof. Ip the view we haye taken 


above the injunction must necessarily be 
dissolved. 

Appeal allowed in part : 

Case remanded . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Aiteal from Appellate Decree No. 3013 

of 1914. 

January S, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Beachcroft and 
Mr. Justice Walmsley, 

KALANDAR MANDAL— Plaintiff 

Appellant 

versus 

AJIMUDEE MANDAL — Defendant — 

Respondent. 

Specific Relief Act (I of 1877), s. 54 -Easement - 
Right to catch fish — Owner oj lower land , whether can 
restrain owner of higher land from catching fish in 
his own land — Injunction. 

The plaintiff, who had some paddy fields on the 
lower levels of a tract of paddy land, had for over 
20 years openly, peaceably and uninterruptedly 
caught lish in a trap set on his own land. The 
defendant set a similar trap by the side of a tank 
belonging to him, and caught some of the fish which 
would otherwise have come to the plaintiff’s trap 
whereupon the latter brought a suit to establish his 
right of easement and for damages, and for an in- 
junction restraining the former from catchin" fish 
in his trap: ° 

Held, that the plaintiff could not acquire an ease- 
ment by catching fish on his own land and was not 
entitled to restrain the defendant from catchino- fish 
on his own land [p. 136, col. 2.] 

A man, who has exercised the natural right of 
catching fish in his own property for upwards of 20 
years, does not thereby acquire the right to prevent 
everybody else holding land in the vicinity from 
exercising a similar right, [p. 136, col. 2.] 

Every person has a natural right to catch fish 
which are res nnllius , while on his land, f p. 136 
cols. 1 & 2 ] ' 

Appeal against the decree of the Subordi- 
nate Judge, Murshidabad, dated the 15th 
dune 1914, reversing that of the Munsif, 2nd 
Court, Jangipur, dated the 12th September 
1913. 

Babu Jogesh Chandra Bose t for the Appel- 
lant. 

Babu Taradas Chatter jee y for the Respond- 
ent. 

. JUDGMENT. 

BEACHCROFr, J.— In the suit out of which 
this appeal arises the plaintiff claimed a right 
of easement for catching fish in the surface 
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water of some paddy land. The plaintiff lias 
some paddy fields on the lower levels of a 
tract of paddy land and it has been found as 
a fact that for over 20 years lie has openly, 
peaceably and uninterruptedly caught fish in 
an arah or trap which he has been setting on 
his own land. The defendant, it is alleged, 
set a similar trap by the side of a tank be- 
longing to him and as he caught some of the 
fish, which would otherwise have come to 
plaintiff’s trap, the latter brought the suit 
to establish his right of easement and for 
damages. The Munsif gave him a decree 
declaring his right to catch fish to be estab- 
lished, giving him Rs. 4 as damages and 
ordering issue of a permanent injunction 
restraining the defendant from catching fish 
in his trap. 

The Subordinate Judge on appeal, while 
finding that plaintiff had been catching fish 
in his trap for over 20 years, held that plain- 
tiff had no exclusive right to catch all the fish 
in the tract of paddy land and that the de- 
fendant in catching fish on his own land acted 
within his natural right. He accordingly 
allowed the appeal and dismissed the suit. 

It is now argued on appeal by the plaintiff 
that on his finding as to user the Subordinate 
Judge ought to have affirmed the Munsif’s 
decree. 

If we examine the facts alleged and the 
prayers in the plaint, it is quite clear that no 
question of easement arises at all and that 
no declaratory decree should have been made. 
The first prayer runs “that the Court be 
pleased to establish the plaintiff’s right to 
ca'ch fish which grow spontaneously in the 
paddy land within the plot specified in 
Schedule (Kha) and pass with the flowing 
water, by putting up augti in th place 
specified in the Schedule {Oa)P Now 
the , land in Schedule {Kha) is the 

plaintiff’s land and the place ( Ga ) is 
a spot within the plaintiff’s land. As it 
stands, the prayer refers only to fish growing 
in the plaintiff’s own land and passing from 
it with the flowing water. The case, how 
ever, appears to have been dealt with on the 
footing that the plaintiff claimed the exclu- 
sive right to catch fish coming from above, 
which would in the ordinary course of things 
comedown to his land with the 11 nv of water 
and it has been argued on that froling before 
us. The plaintiff would obviously have a 
right to catch these fish, which are res null i us , 


while on his land. That right has never 
been denied by any one and no one is interest- 
ed to deny it. There was no place then for 
any declaratory decree. It is also obvious 
that he could not acquire an easement by 
catching fish on his own land. 

The learned Vakil who appeared for the 
plaintiff admitted at first that the plaintiff’s 
right in the fisli commenced only when they 
reached the plaintiff’s land, but seeing where 
this admission led to, he subsequently modified 
it by asserting a right in the fisli as soon as 
the water began to overflow from the land 
on the higher levels. For this assertion he 
could show neither principle nor authority, 
and apart from some supposed virtue in the 
word ‘ easement," I failed to understand on 
what principle he argued for a position which 
leads to this that a man, who has exercised 
the natural right of catching fish in his own 
property for upwards of 20 years, thereby 
acquires the right to prevent everybody else 
holding land in the vicinity from exercising 
a similar right. 

The case of Ram Dass Surmah v. Sonatun 
(1 oohoo (1), which concerned a fishery in a khal , 
has no application . to the case of a man 
catching fish in the surface water of his own 
paddy fields. 

I would dismiss the appeal with costs. 

Walmsley, J. — I agree. 

A ppeal d ism issed . 

(I) NV. It. (lMi-D 275. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

First Appeal from Order No. 80 of 1916. 

December 4, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Piggott and 
Mr. Justice Walsh. 

MOHAMMAD FASAHAT ULLAH— 
Applicant - Appellant 

versus 

Musammat TAHIRA BIB! — Opposite 

Paiciy— Respondent. 

(> 'nartlians ami Hunts Act (I 111 of 1890), s. 39 (d* f 
(g, iiuanlian of minor's fcrson, removal of — Marriuye 
(>l minor- Court, dutyof — Muhamuontan Lair — rube, t y, 
cjfci t o f. 

It is no part of a Court’s duty under t he Guardians 
and Wards Act to assume direct responsibility for 
the marriage of a minor. but a ward of Court can- 
not marry without the consent of the Court and if a 
proposed marriage is unsuitable, the Court may 
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restrain the marriage, even though the guardian has 
given his consent. I p. 137, col. 2.] 

The Court cannot interfere in a case where a 
minor girl completes her fifteenth year of age ami 
thus becomes competent under the Muhammadan 
Law to contract a valid marriage with a husband of 
her own choice. []>. 138, col. 1,] 

First appeal from the order of the District 
Judge, Shahjehanpore, dated the 22nd Jan- 
uary 1916. 

Mr. S. M. Y. Hasan, for the Appellant. 
Messrs. Binod Behari and Iqbal Ahmad , for 
the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. -This is an appeal under the 
Guardians and Wards Act. The appellant 
before us, Muhammad Fasahat Ullah, is the 
father’s brother of a certain minor girl. The 
respondent Musamraat Tahira Bibi is the 
mother’s mother of the same girl. In a pre- 
vious proceeding, with which we are not now 
concerned, the District Judge had appointed 
Fasahat Ullah to be the guardian of the 
property and Tahira Bibi to be the guardian 
of the person of the aforesaid girl. It is 
evident that these two persons are not on 
good terms and the record before us shows 
that the District Court has been frequently 
asked to adjudicate upon disputes between 
them. The dispute out of which this 
appeal has arisen was as to the right of 
disposing of the hand of this girl in 
marriage. The position was a somewhat 
curious one, inasmuch as the paternal uncle 
has undoubtedly under the Muhammadan 
Law a preferential right over the mother’s 
mother to dispose of the hand of this 
girl in marriage, so long as she remains a 
minor under the Muhammadan Law, that is 
to say, so long as she neither attains the 
age of fifteen nor attains puberty. Now 
Fasahat Ullah applied to the District 
Judge for two things. He asked him to 
remove Musarnmat Tahira Bibi from her 
position as guardian of the person of the 
minor; secondly , he asked the Court to 
order or direct that this girl should be 
married to a certain person named by him 
as a suitable bridegroom. Tbe District 

.Judge came to the conclusion that adequate 

cause for the removal of Tahira Bibi was 
not shown, lie went on apparently to pre- 
sume that he had sufficient jurisdiction over 
the person of this minor to pass an order, 
one way or the other, as to the suitability of 
any proposed bridegroom. Indeed, curiously 
enough, this point seems to have been 


conceded by the parties in the Court 
below; for Fasahat Ullah had acquiesced 
in a previous order of the same Court 
rejecting a bridegroom proposed by him 
as unsuitable and the form of the appli- 
cation on which the present order has been 
passed seems to assume the existence of 
jurisdiction on the part of the Court to 
which it is made either to grant or refuse 
it. At any rate the District Judge has come 
to tho conclusion that the proposed bride- 
groom was unsuitable and that it was not 
in the interests of the minor that she 
should be married to him. He accordingly 
dismissed the whole of the application. 

The appeal before us is against the entire 
order of the District Judge, and it appa- 
rently intends to raise both the points 
decided against the appellant. With regard 
to the removal of Tahira Bibi from the 
guardianship over the person of the minor 
girl, the application for removal has been 
supported befor us on the basis of section 
39, clauses id) and (< 7 ) of the Guardians 
and Wards Act, VIII of 1890. Without 
going into unnecessary details, it seems 
sufficient for us to say that we have 
considered the points pressed upon our 
notice and that we are not satisfied that 
sufficient cause has been shown for the 
removal of this guardian. The question 
of the respective rights of the parties, and 
of the rights and duties of the Court, in 
the matter of the marriage of this 
minor is a more difficult one. In Lai 
Singh v. Sham Lai (I) the Punjab Chief 
Court held that it is no part of a Court’s 
duty under the Guardians and Wards Act 
to assume direct responsibility for the 
marriage of a minor. In j\J onijan Bibi v. 
District Judge , Birbhoom (2) the Calcutta 
High Court has held that award of Court 
cannot marry without the consent of the 
Court and that, if a proposed marriage is 
unsuitable, the Court, representing the 
Sovereign power, may restrain the marriage, 
even though the guardian has given his 
consent. These two principles are not 
irreconcilable so far as the case now 
before us goes. We think that there is 

(1) 27 Ind. Cas. 381; 98 P. R. 1914; 201 P. L. R. 
1915. 

(2; 25 Ind. Cas. 229; 20 C. L. J f 91; 19 C, W, N, 
290; 42 C. 351, 
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no necessity for us to interfere with the 
order of the District Judge. Since the 
order was passed the girl in question has 
completed her fifteenth year of age and 
is now competent under the Muhammadan 
Law to contract a valid marriage with a 
husband of her own choice. As the case 
now stands, we certainly do not think that 
it would be right for us to reverse the 
order of the Court below, in such a manner 
as to direct that the person of the minor be 
made over to the appellant in order that he 
may force upon her a husband of his own 
choice. The District Judge acted in what 
appeared to him to be best interests of 
the minor and we are not satisfied that he 
made any mistake in the view which he 
took of what those interests demanded. 
The result is that as the case stands at 
present we do not think that any good 
purpose vc ill be served by allowing this 
appeal. We dismiss it accordingly with 
costs. 


A ppea l d is missed. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 
Appeal krom Original Decree No. 17 

ok 1916. 


May 2, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Sharfuddin and 

Mr. Justice Roe. 

Babu JOGENDRA PRASAD NARAIN 
SINGH — Defendant No. 2— Judgment- 

debtor — Appellant 
versus 


GOURI SANKAR PRASAD SAHU and 
other — Decree-holders — Defendants 
Nos. 6 and 7 — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code {Act V of 1908), (). XXII I, r. 
3, O. XXXIV , r. 5— Preliminary decree— Port payment 
out of Court Adjustment of such payment, whether 
permissible at final decree. 

There is nothing in Order XXXIV, rule 5, of the 
Civil Procedure Code to justify the view tlinfc Order 
XXIII, rule 3, does not apply to adjustments of 
accounts made between the date of the preliminary 
decree and the date on which the accounts between 
the parties are finally settled. 

If a preliminary decree is satisfied in part out of 
Court, the Court at the final taking of accounts will 
perm it such payment towards the satisfaction of n„. 
decree. 


Appeal from a decision of the Officiating 
Subordinate Judge, Muzaffarpur, dated the 
1st May 1915. 

JUDGMENT. — The appellant in this case 
is a judgment-debtor against whom a 
preliminary mortgage decree was obtained 
on the 18th of September 1911. On the 
J Jth of December 1914 the decree-holders 
put in a petition to make the decree absolute. 
1 lie appellants, thereupon, put in a petition 
to the eilect that the decree had been 
satisfied in part by an arrangement out of 
Court, this arrangement being that the 
value of an elephant taken by the decree- 
holders from the judgment-debtors before 
the making of the decree absolute should 
be credited to the accounts to be taken on 
the mortgage. The lower Court refused 
to take cognizance of this plea on the ground 
that it could not be recognized at that stage. 
Against that decision this appeal is filed. 

We are of opinion that the order of the 
learned Subordinate Judge cannot be 
supported. It is true that under Order 
XXXIV, rule 5, it is contemplated that 
all payments made upon a preliminary 
decree should be paid into Court. There is 
nothing in the section to justify the view 
that Order XXIII, rule .4, does not apply 
to adjustments of accounts made between the 
date of preliminary decree and the date on 
which the accounts between the parties are 
finally settled. The question of what is actually 
due upon the mortgage on the date of the 
final taking of accounts is clearly a matter 
relating to the suit. We, therefore, direct 
that the case be remanded to the lower 
Court for an enquiry into the allegations 
made in the judgment-debtor’s petition and 
to settle the account upon the result of that 
enquiry. The respondents will pay the costs 
of this appeal. Hearing fee three gold 
mohurs. 

Case remanded. 
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COURT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, 

UNITED PROVINCES. 

Revenue Petition No. 64 of 1915-16 of 

Kheri District. 

July 27, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Holms, S. M., and 
Mr. Lovett, J. M. 

Thakur GANGA BAKHSH SINGH— 
Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

HAR PRASAD and others — Defendants — 

Respondents. 

Appeal , second — Question of laic — Summary dismissal 
—Board's Circular , 8 -II, r. 19. 

An allegation that there is no evidence to support 
a specific finding of fact is a ground of law; and 
where such a ground is taken in second appeal, the 
Court is not justified in summarily dismissing the 
appeal under the Board’s Circular 8-II, rule 19. 

Appeal from the decree of the Commis- 
sioner, Lucknow, dated the 16th August 1915. 

The Hon’ble Pandit Gokaran Nath Misra , 
for the Appellant. 

Pandit Suraj Narayan Dikshit , for the 

Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Holms, S. M.— (July 22, 1916.)— The Com- 
missioner summarily dismissed the appeal 
without giving notice to the parties, and this 
he had power to do under rule 19, Board’s 
Circular 8*11. All that he said in his order 
was that it is clear that no grounds for a 
second appeal exist. The grounds taken 
before the Commissioner were four in 
number. Three of them practically amount 
to statements that the order of the lower 
Courts was wrong, but the second ground 
is to the effect that there is nothing on the 
record to show that the land in dispute was 
acquired from the zemindar in lieu of previous 
rights. That is to say, an allegation was 
made that there is no evidence to support a 
specific finding of fact. A ground of this 
kind is treated as a ground of law and should 
have been decided by the Commissioner in 

seoond appeal. 

I would, therefore, set aside the order of 
the Commissioner and direct that he hear 
the appeal on the merits. Costs to follow 
the event. 

Lovett, J. M. — I concur. 


PRIVY COUNCIL. 

Appeal from the Calcutta High Court 

December 8, 1916. 

Present: — The Lord Chancellor (Lord 
Bukmaster), Lord Atkinson, Lord Wrenbury 

and Mr. Ameer Ali. 

SASHI BUSHAN MISRA and others — 

Appellants 

versus 

Baja JYOTI PRASHAD SINGH DEO 
and others — Respondents. 

Grant, construction of, in England and India — 
Permanent , heritable and transferable tenure — Mineral 
rights. 

When a grant is made by a zemindar of a tenure 
at a fixed rent, oven though the tenure may be per- 
manent, heritable and transferable, minerals cannot 
be held to have formed part of the grant in the absence 
of express evidence to that effect, [p. 142, col. 2.] 

A Talabi Bralim attar grant does not, by its mere 
chaiacter, create title to minerals, [p. 141, col. 1; p. 
142, col. 1.] 

The word ‘grant’ as used in legal transactions in 
India is not to be understood in its technical English 
meaning of a conveyance at common law of re- 
mainders, reversions and incorporeal hereditaments 
which did not lie in livery or of which livery could 
not be given, [p. HO, col. 2.] 

Appeal from a judgment and decree of 
the Calcutta High Court (Coxe and Teu- 
non, JJ.), dated July 11th, 1911, reported as 
12 Ind. Cas. 482, reversing those of the 
Subordinate Judge, Burdwan, dated the 
16th May 1906. 

FACTS of the case will appear from the 
judgment and from 12 Ind. Cas. 4b2; 38 C. 

845. 

Mr. A. M. Dunne , for the Appellants.— The 
gift is a grant or conveyance of the village. 
The appellants are tenure-holders paying 
a small rent and their tenure is perma- 
nent, heritable and transferable. It is a 
grant of the land and hence there is no 
reversion in the zemindar who has only the 
right to receive the rent. See Sonet 
Kooer v. Himmut Bahadoor (l). Brah- 
mattar grant is explained in Wilson’s 
Glossary. See also Bengal Regulation I 
of 1793, preamble sections 1 and 3, .and 
Khagendra Narain Ghowdhry v. Matangini 
Bebi (2). The zemindar was the owner of 
the minerals and the grant transferred the 
ownership to the appellants. The grant 
carries with it also the right to minerals. 

(1)3 1 A. 92; 1 C. 391; 25 W. R. 239; 3 Sar. P. C. 
J. 608; 3 Suth. P. C. J. 257; 1 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 245 

(P (2)’ 17 C. 814; 17 I. A. 62; 5 Sar. P. C. J. 528; 8 Ind, 
Dec. (n. s.) 1087- 


Case remanded. 
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Bari Narayan Singh v.Sriram Chakravarti (3) 
is distinguishable on the ground that there 


In considering the question it is important 
to avoid giving to words used in connection 


the tenure was not permanent, transferable 
or heritable. In Durga Prash.nl Single v. 
Brujo Na'h Bose (4) the tenuie was a 
service tenure. The question whether the 
zemindar has any right but to demand and 
receive rent in the case of these tenures is res 

Integra. 

Sir Bober t Finlay , K. C., Messrs. L. 
BcGruyther , J\. (?., J. M, Parekh and Arjan 
AH, for the Respondents. — The appeal is con- 
cluded by the decisions in Hart Natayan 
Singh v. Sriram Chakravarti (3) and Durga 
Prashad Singh v. Brojo Bath Bine (4). 
The Privy Coun.il have held in those cases 
that the right to the minerals still remained 
in the zemindar unless it was shown that the 
zemindar had parted with it, even if the 
tenuie was permanent, heritable and trans- 
ferable. Lord Macnaghten took partin both 
appeals. This was followed in Kunja 

Behari Seal v. Raja Durga Prasad Singh (5). 
A permanent tenure is not a conveyance 
in fee-simple. The question that a perma- 
nent tenure-holder has all the rights of the 
zemindar is, therefore, not res integra. The 
relation between the plaintiff and the defend- 
ants is one of landlord and tenant. The 
tenancy may bo agricultural or non-agricul- 
tural. In any case the right to minerals 
will not pass to the tenant. See Bengal 
Tenancy Act, sections 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 18, 
19, 20, 05 arid 73 and Transfer of Property 
Act, section 10?. 

JUDGMENT. 

Lord Bdckmasteb, L. C.— The appellants 
in this case are the descendants and repre- 
sentatives of certain Brahmins to whom, at 
a date uncertain, but antecedent to 1790, the 
then Raja of Pacheto made a moknrari 
grant of the village known as Mouzah Pan- 
chagachia; the question raised in this ap- 
peal is whether this grant carried with it the 
mineral rights in the toil. 


(3) 6 Jnd. Cap. 765; (1910) M. \V. N. 309- 37 I \ 

130; 37 C. 723; 1 t 0. W. X. 7*1(5; 1 1 C. L. .1. ’< 03- 7 A 
L. J. G33; 12 Horn. I,. \{. 496; 8 M. L. T 61- vn \\ « ' 

J. 6G9(P. C.). ‘ 

(4) 16 Jnd. Cas. 219: TG O. W. N. 482; (1912) M 
W.N.42»; 11 M. L. T 337; 9 A. L. .1. 1G2; 16 C L I 
dGI; 14 bom. I,. K. 446; 23 M. b. J. 2G; 39 C. G9G- 3‘i 

I. A. 133 (b. C ). ’ ^ 

(6) 26 Ind. Cas 819; 42 0. 34G nf p.349- 20 C J 

J. 304; 19 C. W. X. 203. ’ * 


with legal transactions in India the 
special and technical meaning that they pos- 
sess in this country. According to our law, 
the word “grant” is strictly applicable to 
the conveyance at common law of remainders, 
reversions, and incorporeal hereditaments, 
which do not lie in livery, or of which livery 
could not be given. 

But in connection with the present dis- 
pute, the word has no such meaning, and it 
is important at the outset to hear this in mind. 

The grant under which the appellants 
claim cannot be found, nor is there any 
copy in existence, nor any record of its 
literal contents. It is, however, admitted 

that the grant was a Talabi Brahmattar 
grant. 

Such a grant is defined in Wilson’s Glos- 
sary as “land granted rent free to Brahmins 
for their support and that of their descend- 
ants, probably as a reward for their sanc- 
tity of living or to enable them to devote 
themselves to religious duties and education.” 

If after the words “rent free” be added 

the words or at a fixed rent,” this state- 

ment may be accepted as an accurate des- 
cription of the origin of the grant, but 
in itself it contains no definition of the 
characteristics of the tenure. It has, how- 
ever, been found in the present case that 
the tenure of the lands in dispute is per- 
rnanent and heritable, and confers upon the 
holder for the time being full rights of 

alienation ; but even these findings, though 

they invest the tenure with attributes of 
absolute ownership, afford little assistance 

in determining what it was that the grant 
passed. 

Now, by tlie Permanent Settlement of 1793, 
all (be mineral rights were confirmed to 
the zemindar*, and the first respondent to 
tins appeal represents their interest in the 
estate. If such rights were already possessed 
and recognised at the date of the Settlemen , 
this confirmation would hardly lrnvo been 
needed, and this suggests that up to that date 
the rights enjoyed and granted in the lands 
were riot considered as including t ho mine- 
rals; if this were so, as the grant in question 

could have created no rights in the property 

which the grantor did not possess, no right 
to the minerals could lmyo been conferred, 
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However that may be, there is certainly no- 
thing in the Permanent Settlement to which 
the appellants can turn in support of their con- 
tention. Indeed, apart from the evidence 
furnished from the Sariskal Jumma, and the 
facts that have been stated as to the well 
recognised attributes of a Brahmattar grant, 
the appellants have been unable to furnish 
any evidence at all in support of the view that 
the grant coveyed the minerals; their case 
really depends upon the assumption that the 
character of the grant itself is sufficient to 
establish their claim. 

This question has been the subject of much 
controversy in the Indian Courts, and the 
appellants can certainly point to some power- 
ful and well-reasoned judgments in support of 
their view. But in their Loadships’ opinion 
the matter has been set at rest by the decision 
of the Judicial Committee. In the case of llari 
Narayan Singh v. Sriram Chakravarti 
(3) a question arose as to the ownership of 
the minerals underlying a certain village 
called Petena, which had been granted to an 
idol of whom the Goswamis were the priests. 
In that case as in this, the grant was not 
forthcoming, but it was held in the High 
Court that the tenure of the Goswamis gave 
them permanent, heritable and transferable 
rights and, upon this finding, the High Court 
decided that the minerals had passed under 
the original gift. Upon appeal to the Privy 
Council this judgment was questioned upon 
two grounds. Firsts that there was no 
evidence that the tenure carried with it 
permanent, heritable and transferable rights; 
and secondly that, even if this contention 
were wrong, in the absence of express evid- 
ence that the creation of the tenure was ac- 
companied with the grant of the minerals, the 
minerals did not pass. The Judicial Commit- 
tee decided in favour of the appellant’s 
contention, and the material part of the judg- 
ment is to be found on page 145* of the report. 
The two points are there dealt with, and upon 
the 6rst Lord Collins, in delivering the judg- 
ment of the Board, made this state- 
ment: — 

“On this meagre foundation of fact the two 
Judges who constituted the High Court, have 
built up the theory that the Goswamis were 
tenure-holders having permanent, heritable 
and transferable rights.” 


CASES. 

DEO. 

He thpn proceeds to deal with the judg* 
ment of Mr. Justice Pargiter, who took the 
view that the creation of such a grant carried 
with it the mineral rights; and he expresses 
disagreement with this view of the law, 
stating that it appeared to ignore the 

distinction between the mere tenure-holder 
and the zemindar; the judgment concludes by 
saying that the zemindar must be presumed 
to be the owner of the ground rights in the 
absence of evidence that he ever parted with 
them. The Counsel for the appellants has 
strongly urged that the whole of this 

judgment depends upon their Lord* 
ships’ refusing to accept the view that 

the tenure in that case was permanent, 

transferable and heritable and that the 
judgment only applies to an estate lacking 
those qualities. Their Lordships realise that 
the judgment, in the absence of the argument, 
might be open to this construction; but, read 
in the light of the then appellants’ contention, 
they think that the two passages referred to 
dealt with the two separate points which were 
raised by the appellants, and that the latter 
part of the judgment was really independent 
of the statement which expressed dissatis- 
faction with the conclusion drawn as to the 
character of the tenure. Their Lordships 
would have felt more uncertainty about this 
view had it not been for a second judgment 
in a subsequent case, Durga Prashad Singh v. 
Brojo Nath Bose (4). 

In that case also the nature of the grant 
was not identical with that of the grant in the 
present case. It was the grant to the holders 
of an office— the office of Digwar, and it was 
permanent only in the sense that so long as 
that office continued to be held by members 
of the same family, the rights created by the 
grant would be assured to the holders for the 
time being of the office. In that case the 
High Court followed the decision of the High 
Court in the former case, which had not then 
been reversed, and Lord Macnaghten, in 
giving the judgment reversing the High Court, 
referred to that fact in the following 
terms: — 

“The learned Judges on appeal seem to have 
been misled by a decision of the High Coort 
in the case of Sriram Chakravarti v. llari 
Narain Singh Deo (G), which was afterwards 
reversed by this Board, and is reported as 

Hari Narayan Singh v. Sriram Chakravarti (3). 

t6) 33 C. 54; 10 C. W. N, 425; 3 C. L. J. 59. 


*Page of 37 I. A. — Ed. 
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There certain persons called Go 3 wani.s 
or Gossains, priests of a Hindu idol to 
which a certain village had been assiged on 
a permanent debuttar tenure at a small an- 
nual rent, granted a lease of the underlying 
minerals. The High Court held that the 
mineral rights were vested in the Gossains. 
But it was laid down by this Tribunal that 
it must be presumed that the mineral rights 
remained in the zemindar in the absence of 
proof that he had parted with them.’ ” 

It is plain from this statement by Lord 
Macnaghten, who was one of the members of 
the Board in the former case, that the earlier 
decision was intended to apply to a permanent 
debuttar tenure. In other words, that the 
doubt that was thrown in the former case as 
to the sufficiency of the evidence on which the 
tenure had been held to be permanent, herit- 
able and transferable, did not affect the 
main judgment in the case, which was based 
upon the hypothesis that these attributes of 
the tenure had been established. 

These decisions, therefore, have laid down 
a principle, which applies to and concludes 
the present dispute. They established that 
when a grant is made by a zemindar of a 
tenure at a fixed rent, although the tenure 
may be permanent, heritable and transfer- 
able, minerals will not be held to have formed 

part of the grant in tho absence of express 
evidence to that effect. 

It is admitted in the present instance that 
the only evidence that can be relied on arises 
from the characteristics of the tenure and 
the statement as to the object and purpose 

for which the grant was made as stated in 

Wilson’s Glossary. For reasons that have 

already been given, this affords no ovidencu 

necessary for this purpose, and their Lord- 

ships will, therefore, humbly advise His 

Majesty that this appeal should be dismissed 
with costs. 

In conclusion their Lordships’ desire once 
more to call attention to the tedious protrac- 
tion of Indian litigation. It can only bo a 
misfortune that a dispute, such as the present 
which affeots a matter so important as the 
right of mining a right of great value for tho 
development and prosperity of any country- 
should have been in abeyanoe for a period 
which, from the commencement of the present 


dispute until the day of hearing of this appeal, 
has exceeded twelve years. 

Appeal dismissed. 

Solicitors for the Appellants: Messrs. 
Watkins and Hunter. 

Solicitors for the Respondents: Mr. Edward 
Dal g ado. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

SPECIAL BENCH. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 766 of 1914. 

March 29, 1917. 

V resent: — Sir Edward Chamier, Kr., Chief 
Justice, Mr. Justice Mullick and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

HARI CHARAN KUAR and otuers — 

Plaintiffs — Appellants 


V \ » V 


1C AULA 11 A I AND OTHERS — DEFENDANTS — 

Respondents. 

Ilui'lii Lair — Joint family — Specific performance 
■—Agree incut to set I by manager — Minor members , 
contract an behalf and Jor benefit of. 

No specific performance of an agreement to sell by 
the manager of a joint Hindu family can bo decreed, 
unless it is shown that it is in tho interest of the 
minor members of the family and is beneficial to 
them. [p. 14o, col. 1.] 

Case-law on the subject discussed. 

Appeal from a decision of the District 

Judge, Arrah, dated the 15th December 
1913. 


Messrs. Pugh, Jayaswal , Sailendra Prashad 
Ghose and Qancsh Dutt Singh , for the Appel- 
lant. 


Messrs. P. R. Doss, Susil M. Mullick Uma - 
charan Laha and Narcsh Chandra Sinha , for 
tho Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Chamier, C. J. — The facts of this case as 

found by the lower Appellate Court are as 
follows: — 

In May 1 909 defendants Nos . 1 — 5, who were 
at the time the managing members of a joint 
family consisting of themselves and defend- 
ants Nos. 6 — 13 and IS, agreed to sell to the 
plaintiffs 13 biglias 12 cottahs of land in 
a village called Dumri and 2 bighas 5 cottahs 
of land in a village called Ohakki for 
Rs. 3,500, and in pursuance of that agree- 
ment executed two deeds of sale on May 

-Sth and 29th, 1909. Defendants Nos. 1 — 5 
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were at that time and had been for some 
years previously in possession of 3 bighas 15 
cottahs of the land in Dumri as mortgagees. 
On June 20th, 1909, defendants Nos. 1 — 5 by 
registered deed sold to defendants Nos. 14 
and 15 for Rs. 3,000 9 bighas 10 cottahs of 
the land in Dumri including the 3 bighas 15 
cottahs subject to the mortgage. Defend- 
ants Nos. 1 — 5 having refused to register 
the deeds executed by them, the plaintiffs 
brought the present suit for specific perform- 
ance against defendants Nos. 1-5 and all the 
members of their family, many of whom are 
minors. The plaintiffs alleged that defend- 
ants Nos. 14 and 15 had taken their sale- 
deed with full notice of the previous agree- 
ment for sale made in favour of the plaintiffs. 
The lower Appellate Court dismissed the suit 
on the ground that defendants Nos. 14 and 
15 were bona fide purchasers for value 
without notice of the agreement in favour of 
the plaintiffs. 

The plaintiffs have appealed. On their 
behalf it is contended that even if defendants 
Nos. 14 and 15 had not actual notice, they had 
--tractive notice of the agreement in favour 
of the plaintiffs inasmuch as they (defend- 

a ? ta .2 08, 14 and 15 ^ were aware that the 
plaintiffs were in possession of 3 bighas 15 

co a s ' of the land and should have made 
enquiries of them regarding their interest 
111 the la nd, and if they (defendants Nos. 14 
an ) had made enquiries they would have 
come to know of the agreement. The defend- 
ants contend that a decree should not be 
made for specific performance, first, because 
some of the members of the vendor’s family 
are minors and, therefore, the contract lacks 
mutuality, and secondly , because it is not for 
the benefit of the minors that the contract 
with the plaintiffs should be enforced. 

. -^ese contentions were not put forward 
in either of the Courts below but they raise 
questions of law upon the findings of the 
lower Appellate Court and we think that 
they should be considered. 

The contention that the contract with the 
plaintiffs should not be specifically enforced 
rests on the decisions of their Lordships of 
the Privy Council in Mohori Bibee v. 
Dharmodas Gliose (l) and Mir Sarwarjan v. 

(1) 30 C. 539; 30 I. A. 114; 7 C. W. N. 441; 5 Bom. 
L. R. 421; 8 Sar P. C. J. 374 (P. C.). 


Fakhruddin Mahomed Chowdhuri (2). In the 
former case it was held that a contract made 
by an infant is not merely voidable but void. 
In the latter the manager of the estate of 
an infant Muhammadan had contracted to 
buy an estate and it was held that the infant 
suing by his next friend was not entitled to 
obtain a decree for specific performance of 
the contract, inasmuch as the infant was not 
bound by the contract and, therefore, the 
contract lacked mutuality. Their Lordships 
held that it was not within the competence 
of a manager of a minor’s estate or of a 
guardian of a minor to bind the minor or his 
estate by a contract for the purchase of 
immoveable property. It is sought to 
apply these to a contract for the sale of 
property made by the managing members 
of a joint family consisting of themselves and 
their minor children. There are cases in 
which specific performance of such a 
contract has been decreed against the 
managing members who made the contract, 
leaving open the question of the validity 
of the contract as regards the minor mem- 
bers [see Kosuri Ramaraju v. Ivalury 
Ramalingam (3) and Srinivasa Reddi v. Siva - 
rama Reddi (4)], and there is at least one 
case in which the contract not being for the 
benefit of the minors specific performance 
was decreed against the members who made 
the contract [see Ponaka Subba Rani Reddy 
v. Vadamadi Seshachellam Ghetty (5)]. The 
interest of a member of a joint Hindu 
family in the family property is not individual 
property at all [see! Gharib-ullah v. Khalak 
Singh (6)]. The manager of such a family 
is not an agent of the other members nor 
is he a mere manager. He is much more 
like a trustee for the other members [see 
Annamalai Ghetty v. Murugasa Ghetty (7)]. It 
is settled law that a father or managing 
member of a joint Hindu family may under 

(2) J3 Ind. Cas. 331; 39 C. 232; 11 M. L. T. 8; 21 
M. L. J. 1 J56; 39 I. A. 1; 16 C. YV. N. 74; (1912) 
M. W. N. 22; 9 A. L. J. 33; 15 C. L. T. 69; 14 Bom. L. 
R. 5 (P. C.). 

(3) 26 M. 74; 12 M. L. J. 400. 

(4) 4 Ind. Cas. 506; 32 M. 320. 

(5J 5 Ind. Cas. 79; 7 M. L. T. 137; 33 M. 3G9; 20 M. 

L. J. 328. 

(6) 25 A. 407; 30 I. A. 165; 5 Bom. L. R. 478; 7 C. 
W. N. 681; 8 Sar. P. C. J. 483 (P. C.). 

(7) 26 M. 544 at p. 553; 7 C. W. N. 754; 30 I. A. 
220; 8 Sar. P. C. J. 523; 13 M. L. J. 287/ 5 Bom. L. R. 
494 (P.C.). 
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Certain circumstances and subject to certain 
Conditions enter into agreements which may 
be binding on the minor members of the 
family [Ganrsha Row v. Tulja Ram Row (8)]. I 
apprehend that the decisions of their Lord- 
ships in the cases reported as Mohori Bibee 
v. Dharmodas (those (l) and Mir Sarivarjan v. 
Fakkruddin Mahomed Chowdhuri (2>, do not 
apply to contracts made by the managing 
member of a joint Hindu family for family 
necessities or for the benefit of the family, 
i.e., contracts made by the managing mem- 
bers which bind the minor members of 
the family. Such contracts can be enforced 
on behalf of the family by the persons who 
make them, and 1 find nothing in the de- 
cisions of their Lordships which requires us 
to hold that such contracts cannot be en- 
forced against the family. Contracts made 
not by minors but by persons who have 
power to make contracts on behalf of a joint 
family do not appear to come within those 
decisions. I am not prepared to dismiss 
this suit for specific performance on the 
ground that the contract lacks mutuality 
having been made by or on behalf of minors 
who are not competent to contract. 

A long series of English cases has 
established the rule that if a person purchases 
and takes a conveyance of an estate which 
he knows to be in the occupation of another 
than the vendor, he is bound by all the 
equities which the person in occupation may 
have in the land, for possession is prima 
facie seisin and the purchaser has, therefore, 
actual notice of a fact by which the pro- 
perty is affected and he is bound to ascertain 
the truth; and the rule has been applied in 
England not only to interests connected with 
the tenancy of the occupier but to interests 
which he may have under collateral agree- 
ments. Thus in Daniels v. Davison (9) the 
tenant in possession of a public house and 
garden had entered into a contract for the 
purchase of the property and a subsequent 
purchaser was held to have construct ivo 
notice of the contract, as he was bound to 
make enquiry from the tenant which would 


(8) V, ) I ml. Cas. 515; 30 M. S95; 40 I 
C. W. N. 705; 1 1 A. L. .1. 589; 18 C. L. .1 
. K. 020; 14 M. L. T. 1; (1913) M . W. N 
L J. 150 (P. C.). 

(9) (1809) 10 Vos. (J mi.) 249; 33 K. R, 9/8; 


A. 132; 17 
1; 15 Bom. 
575; 25 M. 

10 1L R 


have led him to a knowledge of it. In 
that case Lord Eldon said: My opinion, 
therefore, considering this as depending upon 
notice, is, that this tenant, being in possession 
under a lease with an agreement in his 
pocket to become the purchaser, those circum- 
stances altogether give him an equity, repel- 
ling the claim of a subsequent purchaser, 
who made no enquiry as to the nature of 
his possession.” The case of Daniels v. Davison 

(9) has been followed in several cases in 
India I see Kondiba v. Nana (10) and Sharf - 
udin v. Govind (11) and the cases cited in 
those rulings'. Assuming that the rule in 
Daniels v. Davison (9) is applicable to Indian 
cases, 1 would point out that notice has 
been defined in more than one Indian Act in 
terms which do not go so far as the English 
cases and that both here and in England it 
has been repeatedly said by Judges that 
Daniels v. Davison (9) was an extreme case 
beyond which the doctrine of notice ought 
not to he extended, and the case of Penny 
v. (12) suggests a doubt whether the 

mere occupation by a person of property 
would bo notice of an agreement not con- 
nected with his occupation, though the case 
was disposed of on other grounds. There 
appears to be no case in the books in which 
the Courts have been asked to apply the 
doctrine of Da niels v. Davison (9) to a case like 
the one before us, in which the person who 
had the contract to purchase in his pocket 
was in possession not of the entire property 
sold to another, but only of a small portion 
of that property. The plaintiffs and defend- 
ants all live in the same village. The 
plaintiffs for years before the contract now 
in question was made had been in possession 
as mortgagees of a few plots of land belong- 
ing to the family of defendants Nos. 1 — 5. 
The nature and origin of their possession must 
have been well known to every one in the 
village and it seems to me that it would 
bo going too far to hold that the possession 
of the plaintiffs was under the circumstances 
sufficient to put defendants Nos. 14 and 15 on 
enquiry. The plaintiffs’ possession was admit- 
tedly due not to any agreement to buy that 


(10) 27 B.40S; 5 Bom. L. R. 2(>9. 

(11) 27 B. 452; 5 Bom. L. R. lit. 

(12/ (1849) 1 Mac. A (1 150; 2 l)o <4. A* Sin. 501; 
12 Jur. 993; 19 L. J. Cli. 212; 1 11. A* T\v. 2tm; 4l E. B. 
1220; 84 R. R. 30. 
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or any other land but to the mortgage held 

by them. In my opinion it would be a 

great extension of the doctrine of Daniels v 

Davison (9) to hold that in this case defend-' 

ants Jsos. 14 and 15 bad constructive notice 

of the agreement to sell 9 bighas 10 cottalis 
to the plaintiffs. 

It is, however, contended that the doctrine 
of Daniels v. Davison (9) must be applied 
at least so far as to fix defendants Nos. 14 
and 15 with notice of the agreement with 
the plaintiffs as regards the 3 bighas 15 
cottahs in their possession. Applied in this 
way the doctrine will not avail the plaint- 
iffs for we cannot give a decree for specifio 
performance as regards the 3 bighas 15 
eotlahs only. We have no information as to 
the respective values of the different plots in 
question, and it would obviously not be in 
the interest of the minor members of the 
family of defendants Nos. 1-5 to decree 
specific performance of the contract with the 
plaintiffs as regards some of the plots and 
leave the sale to defendant Nos. 14 and 15 to 
stand as regards the 3 bighas 15 cottahs. 

Lastly I am of opinion that it is not in the 
interest of the minor members of the family 
of defendants Nos. 1-5 that specific per- 
formance should be decreed at all. The 
District Judge has found, and his finding 
appears to be correct, that the sale to defend- 
ants Nos. 14 and 15 is more beneficial to 
the minor members of the vendors’ family 
than the sale to the plaintiffs would be. 

I would, therefore, dismiss this appeal with 
costs. 

Mullick, J. — I concur. 

Atkinson, J.— I concur in the judgment 

of this Court delivered by tho learned Chief 
Justice. 

In Appeal No. 2147 ok 1914. 

r or the reasons given in our judgment in 
Second Appeal No. 766 of 1914, this appeal 

is dismissed with costs. 

Appeals dismissed. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 396 op 1915. 

January 19, 1917. 

Present:— Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Napier. 

APPANNA PRASADA PANDA— 
Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

AND OTHERS — 

Defendants — Respondents. 

Limitation Act (IX 0 / 1908,1, Sch. I, Art. 44 -Joint 
Alienation— Suit by minor member to declare 

alienation invalid — Limitation . 

Article 44 of Schedule I of the Limitation Act has 
no application to a suit by a minor member of a 
)0, ”t imdwided Hindu family on attainment of 
majority to declare that an alienation made by his 
natural guardian is not valid and is not binding upon 

Second appeal against the decree of the 

Court of the Temporary Subordinate Judge, 

Gan jam at Berhampore, in Appeal Suits 

Nos. 456 and 467 of 1913, preferred 

against that of the District Munsif 

Sompeta, in Original Suit No. 647 0 f 
1912. 

Mr. P. Nagabhushanam, for the Appel- 
lant. 

Mr. K. V. L. Naraslmham, for the Re- 
spondents. 

b The lower Appellate Court 

has decided the appeal on the single ground 
that the suit is barred by Article 44 of 
Schedule I of the Limitation Act, which 
runs as follows:- By a ward who has 
attained majority, to set aside a transfer 
of property by his guardian.” It has been 
held by the Privy Council in Gharib-ullah 
v. Khalak Singh (I) that there cannot be 
a guardian of a minor’s interest in an 
undivided Hindu family, for the simple 
reason that such an interest is not 
individual property at all. Mr. Narasimham 
argues that this ruling only applies to the 
appointment of a guardian by a Court But 
the reason applies with equal force to the 
case of a person claiming guardianship by 

r ^w r l? ht * this rule we must 

hold that the sale of the minor plaintiff’s pro- 

— q .4 K j • _ - I was not 

the act of a guardian of property, whatever 

it purported to be: and following Katha. 

perumal Thevan v. Ramalinga Tlievan (2), 




— W ' 


W N. tiSljSSur. P. C. J.483 (P C ) 

(2) 27 I, id. Cas. 695) 17 M.L.T.138. 
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that Article 44? has no application to the 
present suit for a declaration that the sale 
is not binding. It is not shown that the 
suit is barred under any other Article And 
we must, therefore, set aside the decree of 
the lower Appellate Court and remand the 
appeal for disposal on the merits. 

Costs will abide and follow the result. 

Appeal allowed ; Case sent back. 

v. r. p. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER'S 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 341 of 1915. 

February 5, 1917. 

Present: — Pandit Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C. 
SATGUR DAYAL — Defendant No. 1 — 

Appellant 

versus 

NAND KUMAR — Plaintiff, 
GOBIND PRASAD — Defendant No. 2 

— Respondents. 

Transfer of Property Act (IV of IH82J, s. 52— 
Lis pemlens-- Execution sale pending suit by third 
party claiming title to property — Auction-purchaser , 
position of. 

The principle of section 52 of the Transfer of 
Property Act is applicable as much to involuntary 
sales in execution proceedings as to sales effected 
l>y act of parties during the pendency of a suit 
relating to the property sold. [p. 148', col. 1.] 

Where certain property is sold in execution, 
pending the result of an appeal which an un- 
successful third party is prosecuting, asserting his 
title to the property proclaimed for sale, the 
doctrine of lis pendens applies to the execution 
sale, and the title acquired by the auction- 
purchaser is subject to the result of (he said 
appeal, although the auction-purchaser is no party 
lo it. [p. 148, col. 2. | 

Zain-ul-abdin Khan v. Muhammad Asyhar Hi 
Khan, 15 I. A. 12; 10 A. 166; 5 Sar. i\ C. J. 129; 
Glnd. Dec. (n. s.) 112 (P. C.)j Shiulal Bhuyvan v, 
Shambhuprasad , 29 B. 435; 7 Bom. L. R. 585; 

Nuzhat-ud-Daula Abbas Husain Khan v. Dilband 

Beyarn, 21 Ind. Cas. 570; 16 O. C. 225 and Sohan Lal v. 

Jot Singh, 20 Ind. Cas. 45S; 16 0. C. 148, distin- 
guished. 

Second appeal from the deoree of the Addi- 
tional Judge, Fyzabad, dated the 24th June 
1915, upholding that of the Additional 

Munsif, Fyzabad, dated the 10th September 

1914 . 

The Hon’ble Pandit Ookaran Nath Mkra 
fyr the Appellant. 


Babu Basdeo Lai and Mr. Muhammad 
Wasim. for Respondent No. 2. 

JUDGMENT. 

Kanhaiya Lal, A. J. C. — The facts of this 
case are sufficiently stated in my order of 
the 1st September 1916, remanding certain 
issues for decision to the lower Appellate 
Court.* The finding of that Court on one 


*Tlio order referred to was as follows: — 

“The dispute in these appeals arises out of the sales 
of certain shares in four villages in execution of two 
different decrees. In execution of a decreo held by 
the Secretary of State for India in Council against 
Sripat Sahai, the former brought to sale on the 20th 
November 1909 the right, title and interest of Sripat 
Salmi in a one-anna share of the villages Gaura and 
Gopalpur and in an eight-pies share of the villages 
Mahinudpur and Narainpur, with the reservation of 
(lie rights hold by Dina Nath and Sankata Prasad, the 
sons of the judgment-debtor, therein. The purchase 
was made by Ganga Prasad, the father of the plaintiff- 
respondent. Subsequently a two-thirds share in the 
same property was sold in execution of a decree for 
money, held by Gobi ml Prasad, against Sripat Sahai 
which had been declared to bo binding on Sankata 
Prasad and Dina Nath. The latter sale took place on 
the 20th May 191 1. The shares in two of the villages 
were purchased by Mahesh Prasad and the shaies in 
the other two by Satgur Dayal. Meanwhile a suit 
was tiled by Ganga Prasad, the prior purchaser, against 
Gobind Prasad, the attaching decree-holder, in which 
Ganga Prasad sought a declaration that Gobind Prasad 
had included in his attachment a 2-pies 16 •krants 
share in the said villages, which had already been 
purchased by him in execution of the dccreo of the 
Secretary of State for India in Council apiinst Sripat 
Sahai in 1909. The result of that litigation was that 
Sripat Sahai was found to bo the owner of a 4-pics 
share by inheritance from one of his collateral rela- 
tives name Kanhaiya Lal and of a one-third share of 
t lie remainder as a member of a joint Hindu family 
comprising himsoif and his two sons, and the sons of 
Sripat Sahai were declared to bo the owners of tho 
remaining two-thirds. In other words, the right of 
Gobind Prasad to attach and bring to sale the interest 
of the judgment-debtor was declared to be contincd to 
the latter. The salo took placo during the pendency 
of the above litigation, but the auction-purchasers were 
not made parties to tho same. 

“There are two important points, arising lor 
consideration in these appeals. The first is whether 
Sripat Sahai was the owner of a 4-pies share in each 
of the 4 villages by inheritance from Kanhaiya Lal to 
tho exclusion of his sons: and the second is whether a 
bona fide transferee for value, such as Mahesh Prasad 
and Satgur Dayal claim themselves to Ik*, can be bound 
l»y the result of the litigation to which they were not 
made parties. On behalf of the plaintiff-respondent 
it was denied that Mahesh Prasad and Satgur Dayal 
wore bona Jldc transferees. Tho finding of tho Court 
of first instance was that they were not bona fide 
transferees, but no opinion was expressed on that 
point by tho lower Appellate Court. That point may 
also, therefore, have to be considered, in case the 
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of the issues is that Sankata Prasad and 
Dina Nath were entitled to a two-thirds 
share in the property in dispute and that 
Mahesh Prasad and Satgur Dayal purchased 
the said twc-thirds share in execution 
of a decree obtained by Gobind Prasad 
against Sripat Sahai, their father. The 
decree aforesaid had been declared in a 
separate suit to be binding on the sons 
of Sripat Sahai. The one-third share of 
Sripat Sahai had been previously purchased 
by Ganga Prasad in execution of a decree, 
and the lower Appellate Court finds that 
Mahesh Prasad had notice of that purchase. 
These findings cannot, however, vary 
the result of the case, because it is admit- 
ted that the purchase of Mahesh Prasad 
and Satgur Dayal was made during the 
pendency of the suit instituted by Ganga 
Prasad, in which he had sought a 
declaration that Gobind Prasad had no right 
to bring to sale anything more than the 
two-thirds share of the sons of Sripat 
Sahai out of the three-fourths share belong- 
ing to the family, his contention being 


determination of the other points renders its decision 

necessary. None of the Courts below expressed any 

opinion on the first point above mentioned, and it 

seems desirable, before the questions of law arising in 

the case are discussed, that the questions of fact should 

be definitely determined one way or the other, for a 

case in which a Court sells something more than the 

interest of a judgment-debtor may be capable of 

differentiation from ODe in which the Court sells 

what was owned by the judgment-debtor but which 

was claimed by him for some reason or another to be 
not saleable. 

The lower Appellate Courtis, therefore, directed to 
determine on the evidence adduced — 

. (D Whether Sripat Sahai was the owner of a 4- 
pies share in the disputed villages by inheritance from 
Jxanhaiya Lai and was that share his separate pro- 
perty on the date of the auction sale in favour of 
Ganga Prasad. 

, S^ 1 ) Whether Mahesh Prasad and Satgur Dayal 
had at the time of their purchases any notice either of 
he purchase made by Ganga Prasad or of the claim 
brought by him for a declaration of his title, and if 
so, whether they can be regarded as bona fide trans- 
ferees for value. 

Two months’ time will be allowed for a return of 
the findings and ten days from the date of the 
findings will be allowed to the parties for filing 
objections. 

,, , 'l (Sd.) KANHAIYA LAL, 

1st September [ 1st Additional Judicial Com- 

6* I missioner.” 

[Ed.] 


that the remaining one-fourth was the 
self-acquired property of Sripat Sahai- 
The suit of Ganga Prasad was dismissed 
by the Subordinate Judge of Fyzabad on the 
21st March 1911. Gobind Prasad thereupon 
proceeded with the sale of the property 
attached by him in execution of his decree 
against Sripat Sahai, and brought a two-thirds 
share to sale on the 20th May 1911 
without excluding the portion which was 
asserted by Ganga Prasad to have been 
the self-acquired property of Sripat Sahai. 
Mahesh Prasad and Satgur Dayal purchased 
the said property at the above sale. On 
the 24th May 1911 Ganga Prasad succeeded 
in his appeal, with the result that only 
two-thirds of three-fourths was declared to 
be liable to sale in execution of the decree 
of Gobind Prasad. The auction-purchasers 
were not made parties to this appeal and 
the question for consideration is whether 
they were bound by the result of that 
litigation. 

In Sukhdeo Prasad v. Jamna (1), where 
certain property was sold pending the result 
of an appeal which a third party was 
prosecuting, asserting his title to the 
property proclaimed for sale, it was held 
that the doctrine of Us pendens applied to 
the execution sale and that the . title 
acquired by the auction-purchaser was subject 
to the result of the appeal brought by 
such third person. In Radhamadhub Holdar 
v. Monohur Mukerji (2), where certain property 
was sold in execution of a decree pending 
a suit brought by another person to enforce 
his charge against the property, their 
Lordships of the Privy Council held that 
if the judgment-debtor had herself remained 
the owner of the proprietary interest, 
she would have been clearly excluded 
by the sale, held in execution of the 
decree obtained to enforce the charge, from 
all interest in the property, and if the 
judgment-debtor could be so excluded it 
was equally clear that the auction-purchaser 
who had purchased during the pendency 
of the suit to enforce the charge would 
also be bound by the result of that suit. 
In Moti Lai v. Karrabuldin (3) a purchase 

(1) 23 A. 60; A, W. N. (1900) 199. 

(2) 15 C. 756; 15 I. A. 97; 12 Ind. Jur. 297; o Sar. 
P. C. J. 211; 7 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 1088 (P. C.). 

(3) 25 c. 179; 24 I. A. 170; 1 C. W. N. 659; 7 Sar 
P. C. J. 222; 13 Ind. Deo. (n b.) 121 (P. C.). 
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similarly made during the pendency of 
another suit was held subject to the result of 
that suit. 

The principle of section 52 of the Transfer 
of Property Act is applicable as much to 
involuntary sales in execution proceedings as 
to sales effected by the act of parties during 
the pendency of a suit relating to that pro- 
perty. The learned Counsel for the defendant- 
appellant relies on the decisions in Rewa 
M ah ton v. Ram Kishen Singh (4) and 
Zatn-ul-abdin Khan v. Muhammad Asghar Ali 
Khan (5). But in those cases the judgment- 
debtor was objecting to the sale of the pro- 
perty on certain grounds which did not 
affect his saleable interest therein, and the 
view taken by their Lordships of the Privy 
Council was that a sale effected in execution 
of a decree was binding on the judgment- 
debtor, even though the execution may have 
afterwards been found to have been improper, 
because the rights of an auction-purchaser 
cannot be prejudicially affected if the decree 
in execution of which the sale was ordered 
was on the date of the sale a good and subsist- 
ing decree. 

This rule is not, however, applicable 
where the person affected was not the 
judgment-debtor himself but was a third 
party, who was setting up his own right to 
the property and was proceeding against the 
decree-holder by a suit to assert that right. 
Qua the judgment-debtor, the Court has 
jurisdiction to sell the property, because the 
decree, so long as it subsists, gives it the 
authority to do so; but as against third 
parties, the Court has no jurisdiction to 
sell the property, if it is found that it 
does not belong to the judgment-debtor. 
The circumstances in which the case 
of Shivlal B hag van v . Shambhuprasad 
(6) was decided were also different. There 
certain minors, who were parties to the 
decree of the Court of first instance but 
were contesting its validity in appeal, were 
held bound by a sale effected during the 
pendency of the appeal, because the appeal 
in which they were contesting the validity 
of the decree arose out of the very suit in 


( f) 13 I. A. 106; 14 C. 18 { 10 I ml. J in-. 428* 4 Si 
1\ C. J. 746, 7 Ind. Dec. (s. 8 .) 13 (1\ C .) 

(5) 15 I. A. 12; 10 A. 166; 5 Sar. 1*. Q. J. 120- 6 Ii 
Dec. (n. s.) 112 (P. C.). 

(ty 29 435j 7 L'oui. L. it 08c. 


which the sale was held. The sale was 
accordingly held to be a good sale as against 
the parties to the decree on the date on 
which it was effected so as not to affect the 
rights of a bona tide purchaser for value. In 
Nuzhat-ud-Daula A boas Husain Khan v. 
Dilband Begam (7), the objection similarly 
related to the saleable character of the pro- 
perty and was raised by the judgment debtor 
herself. The circumstances of the present 
case are somewhat similar to those of 
Sohan Lai v. Jot Singh (8), where it was held 
that the rule of Us pendens applied to pur- 
chasers at execution sales in the same way 
as other transferees, and it was not open to 
such auction-purchasers to question decrees 
passed in a litigation which was pending in 
regard to the property on the date of their 
purchase, though they were no parties to 
the decree. 

The appeal is, therefore, dismissed with 

C09ts. 

.1 ppcal d ism issed . 

(7) 21 1 ud. Cuss. 570; 16 0. (J. 225. 

(8) 20 hid. C as. 458; 16 O. C. 148. 


BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 

Original Civil Jurisdiction Appeal No. 3 of 

1916. 

November 9, 1916. 

Present:— Sir Basil Scott, Kt., Chief Justice, 

and Mr. Justice Heaton. 

LAKHAMSEY LADHA and Co.— 
Plaintiff — Appellant 

vers 11 s 

LAKMICHAND PADAMSEY— 
Defendant— Respondents. 

Coni met Act ( IX of 1872) } ss. 1 78, 1 7 ®— Bailment — 
Pledgor and pledgee, rights of— Pledge by person in 
possession of goods having limited authority— Principal 
knowledge of. * * 

Section 170 of the Contract Act does not 
limit the scope of section 1 78, but saves a pledge to 
the extent of the pledgor’s own interest, notwith- 
standing ♦ lie presence of invalidating conditions 
falling under one of the provisos to section 178. 
In other words, whenever he has an interest the 
person in possession of the goods or documents has 
unconditional authority to charge at least that 
interest, [p. 149, col. 2.] 

Plaintiffs, up-country cotton merchants, used to 
consign their cotton for sale to A ami frequently 
culkd upon the lutiu to it- wit lar$e sums of money, 
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the security being the cotton in J’s hands A used 
to raise this money by pledge of the cotton to B. 
Subsequently A became an insolvent, and the 
accounts between the parties showed a balance of 
Its. 50,000 owing to A from the plaintiffs and 
Its. 83,000 borrowed by A from B on the security of 
757 bales of cotton. In a suit by plaintiffs to recover 
the cotton from B: 

Held , that the plaintiffs were liable to pay B the 
money advanced by him to A on the security of the 
cotton, inasmuch as the plaintiffs knew the manner 
in which their cotton was being dealt with by A and 
consequently approved of the pledging and had urged 
A to pledge the cotton, when necessary, [p. 149, col. 2.] 

Mr. Strangmcm (with him Mr. Kanga ), 
for the Appellant. 

Mr. Desai (with him Mr. Setalvad ), for 
the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — The plaintiffs are up- 
country cotton merchants who consign cotton 
to Bombay for sale. Damji Hirji & Co. 
were, until the 29th of September 1913, their 
usual consignees and agents for sale in 
Bombay. 

The plaintiffs, as the correspondence 
shows, frequently called upon Damji Hirji 
& Co. to remit money to them in large 
sums, the security being the plaintiffs’ cotton 
in their hands. 

Damji Hirji & Co. used to raise money 
by pledge of this cotton to the 3rd defend- 
ants’ firm 

On the 29th of September 1913, the 
3rd defendants or persons claiming under 
them held 757 bales of the plaintiffs’ cotton 
against which advances had been male to 
Damji Hirji & Co. 

The accounts between the plaintiffs and 
Damji Hirji & Co. at that time showed a 
balance of Rs. 50,000 owing to Damji Hirji 
& Co., but on the other hand Damji Hirji 
& Co. had to account to the plaintiffs for the 
757 bales. 

The 3rd defendants’ ad vance againstthe.se 
bales amounted to Rs. 83,000 or thereabouts. 

The contest in this suit is for the 
amount by which the 3rd defendants’ 
advances exceed the sura due in account by the 
plaintiffs to Damji Hirji & Co. The learned 
Judge in the trial Court held that the 
plaintiffs’ representatives knew that the 
firm of Damji Hirji & Co. were raising 
money on their goods by pledging them 
to the defendants who in turn pledged 
them with the Allahabad Bank, and that the 
O^se fell clearly \yith in section 17$ of the 


Indian Contract Act as a valid pledging 

of goods in the possession of a mercantile 
agent. 

The argument for the appellants is this: 
section 179 takes the case of a pledgor 
with an interest in the subject of the 
pledge out of the operation of section 178 
and limits the authority to pledge to 
the extent of the interest in the goods. 
Damji Hirji <fc Co. had a lien on the cotton 
consigned to them to the exent of Rs. 50,000 
or thereabouts in which the accounts 
showed the plaintiffs to be indebted to them. 
Therefore, they had no authority to charge 
the cotton beyond Rs. 50,000. The plaint- 
iffs’ Counsel has with this premiss 
attempted to show that the evidence only 
shows a recognition by the plaintiffs of 
Damji Hirji and Company’s authority to 
pledge the cotton to recoup themselves the 
advances, ex hypothesi Rs. 50,000, already 
made to the plaintiffs. 

In ray opinion the proposition of law 
upon which the argument is based cannot 
be maintained. Section 179 does not limit 
the scope of seotion 178 but saves a pledge to 
the exent of the pledgor’s own interest, not- 
withstanding the presence of invalidating 
conditions falling under one of the provisos 
to section 178. In other words, whenever he 
has an interest the person in possession 
cf the goods or documents has uncon- 
ditional authority to charge at least that 
interest. 

Upon the evidence the learned Judge 
was right. It justifies the finding that the 
plaintiffs’ representatives knew the manner 
in which their ootton was being dealt with 
by Damji Hirji & Co., and made no objection 
and that consequently they approved of 
the pledging. The correspondence further 
justifies the conclusion that the plaintiffs 

urged Damji Hirji Sr Co. to pledge their cotton, 
when necessary. 

In this state of the evidence it is 
hopeless for the plaintiffs’ Counsel to contend 
that the circumstances raised any presump- 
tion that the pledgor was acting impro- 
perly, even though his account shows that 
he knew the plaintiffs to be the owners 
of the cotton. It is unnecessary in this 
view of the case to consider the evidence 
as to the alleged interview between Megh.jj 
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the plaintiffs’ and Dulabdas the 3rd defendants’ 
representative. 

The appeal most be dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Decree No. 349 

ok 1913. 

March 6, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Roe and 
Mr. Justioe Jwala Prasad. 

SUNDAR PRASAD SINGH— Defendant 

— Appellant 
versus 

Musammat RAMBATI KUER — Plaintiff — 

Respondent. 

Hindu Law — Widow, compromise of suit by, whether 
binding on reversioners — Adoption, suit to set aside, by 
reversioners in lifetime of icidotv, whether maintainable. 

A Hindu widow lias power to compromise a suit, 
so as to bind all the reversioners, provided the com- 
promise is for the benefit of the whole family, [p. 
151, col. 1.] 

Where out of collusion or connivance a widow 
fails to have an adoption set aside, the next rever- 
sioners have a right to have it set aside or declared 
invalid during her lifetime, [p. 155, col. 1.] 

Appeal from a decision of the Subordinate 
Judge, Durbhanga. 

Messrs. P. R. Bass, Lachhni Narain Singh 
and Shivanandan Rai , for the Appellant. 

Mr. Ganesh But Singh, for the Respond- 
ent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Roe, J. — One Singhesar Prasad Singh 
died in Jeth 1314, leaving him surviving his 
two daughters the plaintiffs in this case and 
a nephew Sundar Prasad Singh the principal 
defendant. 

Upon the death of Singhesar Prasad his 
widow applied for the registration of her 
name in Register D. The application for 
registration was resisted by Sundar Prasad 
Singh upon the ground that he had been 
adopted by Singhesar Prasad during his life- 
time as his son and had been in possession of 
the property since the death of Singhesar 
Prasad Singh. The objection was disallowed 
and the name of Musammat Makund Koer 
was registered. Sundar Prasad Singh there- 
upon instituted a suit in the Civil Court for 
ft declaration that he was the adoptod son 


of Singhesar Prasad and for possession of 
the estate of Singhesar Prasad as the adopted 
son. The case came to a hearing. Musam- 
mat Makund Kuer made default in the 
production of witnesses and asked for an 
adjournment of the case. On the adjourn- 
ment being refused the Pleader left the 
Court. The case was then decided against 
her upon formal evidence of the adoption. 
The case went in appeal to the High Court, 
and it was there ordered that inasmuch as 
the learned Subordinate Judge had failed to 
take sufficient evidence to prove the adoption 
before the granting of the ex parte decree 
the case must be remanded to him for a 
re-hearing, and it was further ordered that 
at the re-hearing the defendant should be 
permitted to adduce such evidenoe as she 
pleased and to defend the suit generally. On 
the case returning to the Civil Court for 
trial a petition of compromise was filed on 
behalf of Makund Kuer, whereby it was 
agreed that the adoption should be admitted 
and that Makund Koer should hold a life- 
estate in one half of the property, that this 
half of the property should descend to her 
daughters upon her death, and that the 
remaining half should go to Sundar Prasad 
Singh. In compliance with the decree made 
upon this petition of compromise Sundar 
Prasad entered into possession of the half 
share of the estate. In the meantime the 
elder girl Rambati Kuer had been married. 
Her father-in-law Harkhit Singh doubted 
the binding character of the compromise and 
suspected the genuine character of the 
alleged adoption. On his advice a 9uit was 
instituted by Rambati Kuer for herself and 
as next friend of her minor sister for declara- 
tions, firstly, that the compromise entered 
into by Makund Koer is not binding upon 
the daughters, secondly, that Sundar Prasad 
was never adopted by Singhesar Prasad 
Singh. 

Upon the pleadings seven issues were 
framed. They may be briefiy summarised 
as follows: — 

Firstly. Can the plaintiffs re-open the 
question of the adoption in the face of the 
compromise? 

Secondly. If the question can here opened 
at all, can the plaintiffs whose right to 
succeed was at the time of the death of 
Singhesar Prasad postponed to the death 
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of a prior reversioner, maintain a suit of this 
character, and 

Thirdly. If they are entitled to maintain 
a suit for a declaration that the adoption was 
never made, are they entitled to that 
declaration upon the merits of the case? 

The power of a widow to compromise a 
suit for the benefit of the whole family has 
never been doubted. The latest case upon the 
subject is that reported as Khunni Lai v. 
Gobind Krishna Narain (l). In the argu- 
ments of Mr. Cowell and Mr. DeGruyther 
will be found a full statement of the case- 
law upon subject. If it were necessary to 
lay down any broad proposition to be 
evolved from these cases, I would say that 
the position must always be regarded from 
the point of view whether the widow in 
making the arrangement was in good faith 
considering the interests of all the members 
of the family. If she was honestly doing 
her best for the family, the compromise 
entered into by her should be accepted as 
binding. If she was merely considering 
her own peace for the remainder of her life, 
the compromise should not be held binding 
on those whose interests have not been con- 
sidered. 

The first point to which, therefore, I pro- 
pose to devote my attention is the question 
whether it would appear from the papers 
upon the record that the widow was honestly 
doing her best for the family as a whole. 
And in considering this question, inasmuch 
as a pardanashin widow is not generally 
possessed of sound wisdom, we should 
consider carefully to what extent she had 
access to capable legal advice and whether 
that legal advice was given her in good faith 
for the benefit of the estate. 

I entirely agree with Mr. Das that the 
point to be considered in connection with 
this issue is not whether in fact there was an 
adoption. The sole question is whether 
Sundar Prasad was likely to be able to prove 
that there was an adoption. If there really 
had been no adoption, nevertheless if there 
was at the time a conspiracy among the 
whule of the gotias backed by the neighbour- 
ing mahants and the family priest, however 

(1) 10 Ind Cas. 477; 33 A. 356; 38 I. A. 87; 15 C. 
W. N. 545; 8 A. L. J. 55 13 C. L. J. 575; 13 Bom. L. 

R. 427; 10 M. L. T. 25; (1911) 1 M. W. N. 432; 21 M. 
\i. J. 645 (P. a). 


great may have been falsity of the case, the 
danger to the estate was not lessened by that 
falsity. 

We have, therefore, three points to consider 
firstly , whether there was a menace to the 
widows’s estate; secondly , what was the 
extent of that menace, and thirdly , was she 
really acting for the benefit of her daughters 
in avoiding that menace? 

Upon the first point we must go back to 
the evidence of the defendant Sundar Prasad 
given as objector in the registration case. He 
gives in this evidence a list of seven names, six 
of whom are gotias and one the family priest, 
as persons who were present at the time of 
the adoption. We may take it then that 
these persons were all on his side. It is 
to be noted that the name of the mahant 
who now comes forward as a witness is 
not given among those described originally 
as having been present at the adoption. 
It is also to be noted that, if the judg- 
ment of the learned Deputy Collector con- 
tains an exhaustive review of the evidence, 
two only of the gotias appeared in the 
witness-box to give evidence. It is further 
to be noted that those gentlemen (however 
many they may have been) who appeared 
in the witness-box to give evidence on 
behalf of Sundar Prasad, were characterised 
by the learned Deputy Collector as perjurers, 
and the plaintiff’s case as a whole was 
characterised in the following language: — 

‘ I cannot conclude my judgment without 
recording my strong disapproval of the 
objector’s conduct in relation to his case. 
He has perjured himself shamelessly and 
has set up others to give false evidenoe on 
his behalf.” 

Now I do not propose to consider these 
quotations from the judgment as in any degree 
res judicata, or anything indicating what was 
the real position in regard to the adoption. 
Whatever the learned Deputy Collector 
chose to say about those witnesses, it would 
be still open before us for Sundar Prasad 
to say that the Deputy Collector was entirely 
mistaken; that the case was a case brought 
in absolutely good faith and that the adop- 
tion had in fact taken place. But the 
parties, when considering the expediency of 
a compromise, would naturally consider the 
impression whioh the evidenoe adduced by 
Sundar Prasad had upon the Court before 
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which it was produced. Had the lady been 
properly advised she would have been 
informed that whatever may be the future 
danger beforo the learned Subordinate 
Judge, (he evidence given in connection 
with the adoption had been stigmatised, by 
the only officer who had yet heard it,’ as 
shamelessly false. 

We come next to the position in the High 
Court. Nothing there was said upon the 
merits of the case. All that had been said 
was that the evidence on the record in the 
ex parte proceedings was not sufficient to prove 
the case. That for the time being was 
without doubt a victory for Makund Kuer. 
It seems to me improbable that after these 
victories in the Revenue Court and in the 
High Court she would have been advised by 
her legal advisers to make a compromise 
unless there was something more to fear than 
so far had been made visible. 

Coming next to the actual advice she re- 
omved we find it admitted that she was 
throughout these proceedings and up to the 
date of the remand by the High Court 
advised by four of the leadings Pleaders 
of the Bar. The compromise was drafted 
by a mukhtear. That mukhtear had in 
many previous revenue oases acted on behalf 
of Sundar Prasad. He did not take the 
petition of compromise to any of the 
Pleaders who had been employed on the 
ladys behalf but chose as the hand by 
wh'oh the compromise should be laid before 
the Court JJabu Bindeshwan Prasad, a young 
gentleman of two or three years’ practice 
at the Bar. But it may be said that if 
the lady herself had sufficient intelligence 
to estimate the danger to the estate her 
acceptance of the compromise should bind 
the estate. Here we have to go into tho 

question as to what was the mental capacity 

contends that she ,s full of mental vigour 
and quite capable of managing ber own 
affairs Throughout the dakhil kharij case 
the whole basis of the desire in the mind 
of Smghesar Prasad to adopt Sundar Pra-id 
was said to be that the lady was p / ac . 

tioally insane. The mukhtear. i n addition 
o being a mukhtear generally employed 
by Sundar Prasad, also appears to have got 
into serious trouble with a facto, y, by whom 

be was employed. He had been VeaTe ° d 

with criminal proceedings f„ r criminal 
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misappropriation and the sum whioh he was 
aocused of taking he refunded on the return 
from Europe of the Manager. In a case 
in which bo offered himself as security 
either under section 107 or 109 (the section 
is not mentioned) for Rs. 200 the Police 
reported that he was not worth that sum. 
1 be position, as I see it, is that the com- 
promise was entered into by a parda - 
nashin widow who according to the case 
of botli sides was half-witted; that the com- 
promise was drafted by a mukhtear with a 
tarnished reputation who was a tool of ber 
adversary; that this mukhtear deliberately 
kept the widow away from any legal advice 
which might have been of benefit to ber; and 
that no responsible lawyer would have advised 
ber that the compromise was a sound com- 
promise. I cannot conceive that a com- 
promise entered into in these circumstances 
should be accepted as binding upon two 
children who were not represented. I am 
of opinion that so far as the two ohildren 
are concerned, the compromise should be 
ignored. The children should be allowed 
now to re open the question of the adoption 
in a suit of their own, 

The next print for consideration is whether 
seeing that the adoption alleged is an adop- 
tion by Singhesar Prasad and seeing that 
that adoption bars for the present only the 
claim of the first reversioner the widow, the 
second reversioners the daughters can contest 
the adoption during the widow’s, lifetime, 
n consideration of t lie attitude of the 
ourts of Bombay and Madras towards suits 
rougbt to deny an adoption as exemplified in 
nr( >t haran Barol Jesaug (2), Fatnaiiiasari 
Ahilandammal (3) and in particular in 
jegaid to the attitude of Moore, J . in the 
mtter cn.<e, I feel that parties likely to be 
injured by the alleged adoption should be 
allowed to take the earliest opportunity of 
denying it. Moreover, it is to be Loted that 
the ceremony of adoption is one of which 
no written reccrd is made. The evidence 
of »t is oral evidence, and will be lest if 
its production is too long delayed. It may 
e lofai e woman may live arctl cr 

' 01 ^ years. Jf the inheritance is ret 

o e ( yered for *10 years, it would be tl » n 
a utely impossible to prove or disprr\e 

(2) 25 II. fflj 2 iloin. L. R. 4f5. 

(J) 2*5 M. 291; 13 M.R J, L7. 
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an adoption. That this view is the view 
taken in the English Courts is apparent from 
the Court’s attitude in the Sling shy case a 
suit for a declaration that a son had been bcrn 
to the present owner of the Slingsby Estates. 
If such a suit is maintaintable l can see no 
bar to a suit for a declaration that a son 
has not been born, or for a declaration 
that no son has been adopted. The 
plaintiffs should not be debarred from 
bringing that suit by the fact that their 
mother is still alive. That lady has placed 
herself, either through her own stupid- 
ity or through the fraud of Sundar 
Prasad, in a position from which she 
would find it difficult to maintain a suit 
of her own. I hold that it is open to 
the plaintiffs to go into the question whe- 
ther there was or was not an actual adoption 
of Sundar Prasad by Singhesar Prasad. 

On this question the learned Subordi- 
nate Judge heard the evidence and decid- 
ed in very forcible language that there 
was nothing whatever in the case of 
Sundar Prasad. His judgment is perhaps 
to some extent vitiated by the extremely 
minute criticisms on small discrepancies in 
the evidence, but in view of certain broad 
facts I am of opinion that his opinion of 
the value of the evidence given should 
be accepted. One of the most important 
things to consider is the motive which 
might have actuated Singhesar Prasad to 
adopt at all. 

Before the Land Registration Court and 
before the lower Court Sundar Prasad’s 
case was that Singhesar Prasad was 55 
years of age at the time of the adoption 
and his wife 35 and that her eldest child was 
born when she was 28. But from the 
evidence given in the present ca9e, it appears 
clear that Singhesar Prasad was in the 
prime of life at the time of his death. 
There was no reason to fear that his 
wife would not continue to bear child- 
ren. In these circumstances the adop- 
tion itself seems to be an improbability. 
Next we have to consider what happened at 
the moment of Singhesar’s death. If Sundar 
Prasad was indeed the adopted son, adopted 
with the consent of Singhesar’s wife, 
there could be no reason why he should 
pot forthwith assert that title. Yet when in 


order to defray the expenses of the sradh 
of Singhesar Prasad he needed money, 
Sundar Prasad executed a hand note in 
which he described himself not as the 
adopted son of Singhesar Prasad but as 
his nephew. It does not appear that he took 
possession of the property, but the evidence 
upon that point is hopelessly meagre. The 
only witness called on Sundar Prasad’s 
behalf is Pariag Choudhury, who says that 
he paid rent to Sundar Prasad from the 
date of the adoption but is unable to 
produce any receipts to show that he did 
so. It seems to me clear that the 
adoption was not set up until after the 
lady had applied for registration and if 
indeed there had been an adoption recognis- 
ed by all the members of the family, I 
think we should have found that the first 
in the field to claim registration would 
have been the adopted son and not the 
widow. 

Upon all these considerations the learned 
Subordinate Judge was clearly right in regard- 
ing the evidence in support of the adoption 
with some suspicion. Upon examining that 
evidence we find that in the dakhil kharij case 
Sundar Prasad gave the names of seven persons 
as having been present at the adoption. The 
only one of these persons now called is 
Bhatu Misser. Ambica Pershad, Mahant 
Ganesh Das and the gotia Nemoo Narayan 
Singh, who claim now to have been wit- 
nesses to the adoption, were not mentioned as 
witnesses in the registration case. The three 
witnesses who were called in the registration 
case and also in the present case are the 
plaintiff himself, his priest Bhatu Misser and 
his p twnri Ramdhani Lai. This Ramdhani 
borrowed money on Sundar Prasad’s be- 
half at the time of the sradh and des- 
cribed him as Singhesar’s nephew. In the 
midst of the litigation with the widow this 
Ramdhani wrote out another hand- note upon 
which Sundar Prasad, now described a 9 the 
adopted son, pretended to borrow money for 
the marriage ceremony of the plaintiff Rambati 
Kuer. This document was obviously creat- 
ed for use as evidence in Sundar Prasad’s 
favour. It was Ramdhani also who wrote 
up accounts of the property. These accounts 
appear to me to be fabricated evidence 
of possession from the year 1314. The 
evidence of all the witnesses is upon one 
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point absolutely inconsistent with the story 
told in the former case. In the former case, 
it was alleged that the lady Makund Kuer was 
not present at any stage of the adoption. The 
explanation given of her absence was that 
she was too feeble in intellect to attend the 
ceremony. In the present case it is 
alleged that she is perfectly sane and that she 
was present at the adoption and that the de- 
fendant after being adopted made prana m to 
her. Witnesses capable of changing the story 
in this manner were also capable of inventing 
the story in its entirety. I agree with the 
learned Subordinate Judge that the evi- 
dence on the reoord not only does not 
show that there was ever any adoption but 
also leads to the certain conclusion that 
there was none. The plaintiffs are, there- 
fore, entitled to the decree made by the 
learned Subordinate Judge, namely, that it 
be declared that the compromise entered 
into by Makund Koer is not binding upon 
them and that it be declared that the 
allegations made by Sundar Prasad Singh 
that he is the adopted son of Singhpsar 
Prasad Singh are false allegations. This 
decision will not affect the position of the 
co-defendants Makund Kuer and Sundar 
Prasad. There has been no contest as be- 
tween them upon this question. Makund 
Kuer has not herself contested the com- 
promise into which she entered and subject 
to any other proceedings that may be 
brought, she will remain in possession of 
the half share of the estate during her 
lifetime and Sundar Prasad Singh will 
remain in possession of the other half 
share until her death. 

The appellants will pay the costs of this 
appeal. 

Jvvala Prasad, J. — This is an appeal 
by defendant No. 1 Sundar Singh. He 
is a distant nephew of one Singhesar Prasad 
Singh. The plaintiffs are daughters of 
Singhesar Prasad Singh, and defendant 
No. 2 is his widow. Singhesar died in 
Jeth 1314. Upon his death a dispute arose 
between defendant No. 2 his widow and 
defendant No. 1 as to the succession to the 
property left by Singhesar. 

The appellant asserted that he was adopted 
by Singhesar as his son about a year 
before his death. His claim was refused by 


the Land Registration Deputy Collector and 
the defendant No. 1 was registered in the 
Collectorate in respect of the property left 
by her husband Singhesar. The appellant 
thereupon brought a suit in the Civil Court 
against defendant No. 1 for declaration that 
he was the adopted son of Singhesar and 
for recovery of possession. That suit was 
finally settled between defendant No. 1 and 
defendant No. 2. A compromise petition was 
filed by the widow which was assented to 
by the appellant. By this compromise the 
widow admitted that the appellant was the 
adopted son of Singhesar and gave half 
the property left by Singhesar to him and 
retained to herself the other half which 
after her death would pass to her daughters 
the plaintiffs. On November 30th, 1910, 
the suit was decreed in terms of the afore- 
said compromise petition. 

The plaintiffs as reversioners of the estate 
of Singhesar have brought this action for 
a declaration that the appellant is not the 
adopted son of Singhesar Singh and that 
the compromise entered into by her is 
fraudulent, collusive and without any right, 
and that it is not operative and binding 
upon the plaintiffs after the death of de- 
fendant No. 2. The Subordinate Judge, who 
tried the suit, has decreed the suit and has 
awarded to the plaintiffs the above declara- 
tions sought by them. It is contended in 
appeal before us that the plaintiffs as remote 
reversioners have no tangible right in the 
estate during the lifetime of the widow 
and hence are not entitled under section 42 
of the Specific Relief Act, so long as the 
widow is alive, to a declaration that the 
adoption did not take place. 

The adoption is alleged to have been 
made by the husband of the widow 
and in case it were true, the widow will 
lose her right to retain possession of 
the estate as heir to her husband. She has 
prima facie the best right to contest the 
adoption in her own interests as well as those 
of the reversioners. But the plaintiffs have 
been able to show' that she in collusion with 
the appellant entered into a fraudulent 
compromise admitting his adoption and so 
failed in her duty to protect the interests 
of the reversioners. The plaintiffs, there- 
fore, are entitled to seek in Court the 
protection < f their reversionary interest 
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•which is so seriously menaced by the false 
adoption set up by the appellant and 
acquiesced in and acknowledged by the widow. 
It is settled law that in case of collu- 
sion and connivance by the widow as 
well as her failure to have an adoption 
set aside, the next reversioners have a right 
to have it set aside or declared invalid during 
the lifetime of the widow: Gurnlinga- 
swami v. Rimlakshmamma (4), Govinda Pillai 
v. Thayammal (5), Ramabai v. Rangrav (6), 
Abincish Chandra Mazumdar v. Harinath Shalia 
(7) and Jhula v. Kanta Prasad (8). Besides, 
if the plaintiffs are compelled to defer their 
aotion to have the adoption set aside till 
the death of the widow whioh might be 
definitely prolonged, the lapse of the time 
might obliterate the evidence available to 
prove that the adoption did not take place. 
This difficulty is recognised by Article 1 18, 
Schedule I of the Limitation Act which 
requires that a suit to set aside an adop- 
tion should be brought within six years 
from the date of the knowledge of the 
adoption, although the right to the pos- 
session of the property has not accrued. 

The plaintiffs, therefore, in the circumstances 
are entitled to have a declaration during 
the lifetime of the widow that the adoption 
set up by the appellant did not take place 
and that he is not the adopted son of 
Singhesar, the father of the plaintiffs. 
Upon evidence the learned Subordinate 
Judge has held that Singhesar did not 
adopt the appellant. The near gotias of 
Singhesar named in the appellant’s de-' 
position in the Land Registration case to 
be present at the adoption have not been 
examined in this case. The account book 
showing the expenses of the adoption has 
not been filed and there is no deed of 
adoption executed by Singhesar during his 
lifetime. It is remarkable that in a hand- 
note executed after the death of Sing- 
hesar the appellant described him as his 
uncle, and not as his father. It is highly 

(4) 18 M. 53; 4 M. L. J. 237; 6 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 
387 

(6) 28 M. 57; 14 M. L. J. 209. 

(6) 19 B. 614; 10 Ind. Deo. (n. s.) 410. 

(7) 32 C. 62; 9 C. W. N. 25. 

(8) 9 A. 441; A. W. N. (1887) 91; 5 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 

730. 


improbable that Singhesar would adopt a 
son when he and his wife were compara- 
tively young. There is nothing to show that 
no son would have been born to him. He 
had already two daughters by his wife. I 
have not the least doubt that the Subordi- 
nate Judge was perfectly right in finding 
as a fact that the adoption did not take 
place. 

It is next contended by the appellant 
that the claim set up by the appellant soon 
after the death of Singhesar and the litiga- 
tion launched by him in the Civil Court 
to have himself declared as an adopted son 
of Singhesar was in itself a serious 
danger to the estate; that if the appellant- 
had succeeded in that suit the estate would 
have been lost both to the widow and to 
the plaintiffs’ reversioners; that the widow 
as the holder of the entire estate, though 
having only a life-interest, was entitled 
to enter into a compromise by way of a 
settlement of the dispute as to the title 
to the estate; and that the settlement by her 
was made in the interest of the estate itself 
and is binding upon the reversioners. I do 
not accept these contentions as sound in the 
circumstances of the case. 

It must be shown that the arrangement 
embodied in the compromise petition was 
a bona fide settlement of dispute in the in- 
terest of the estate. If the settlement was 
not bona tide, the plaintiffs, not being parties 
to the litigation and the compromise, would 
not be bound by it. This leads to a con- 
sideration of whether the adoption was 
likely to be established and to what extent 
it caused a menace to the estate. The claim 
based upon the adoption set up by the 
appellant was refused by the Land Regis- 
tration Deputy Collector, so that at the 
time of the litigation in the Civil Court 
in the course of which the compromise was 
effected, the adoption had been rejected by 
a public officer, and no tangible material 
has been placed before us to show that there 
was any possibility of the claim being 
successful in the Civil Court. The mere lay- 
ing of the claim would not justify a pru- 
dent widow to accept adoption and thus to 
prejudice the interest of the remote rever- 
sioners. The widow seems to have been 
duped and deceived into recognising the 
adoption and compromising the suit. The 



w was a pardanamin lady. She 
was admittedly suffering occasionally from 
insanity and was actually insane at the 
time the adoption is said to have 

taken place. She had no advice in the 
matter of the compromise from the lawyers 
who were acting on her behalf in the conduct 
of the suit. The compromise petition was 
drafted by a mnkktear of the appellant him- 
self and was filed by a Junior Pleader who 
was engaged the very day the petition was 
filed in Court. There is evidence that this 
muk 1 ' ear bore questionable reputation and 
was rt 'cused of misappropriation of money 
which he had to deposit. 

It appears that the appellant took advant- 
age of the weak intellect and the occasional 
insanity of the musummat , and got this 
petition of compromise filed through an agent 
employed by himself. In the circumstances 
there is little room for doubt that the com- 
promise was fraudulent and is not a volun- 
tary aot of the widow. The widow may 
have been actuated to enter into the com- 
promise by a motive to secure to herself a 
personal advantage of enjoying half the pro- 
perty peacefully and free from the troubles 
of litigation. Such a compromise cannot be 
said to be a bona fide settlement of dispute in 
the interest of the estate and cannot bind the 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Civil Revision No. 147 oe 1915. 

March 7, 1917. 

Present : — Sir Henry Richards, Kt., Chief 

Justice, and Justice Sir P. C. Banerji, Kt. 

CHANDAN LAL — Applicant 

versus 

KHEMRAJ and others — Opposite Party. 

Provincial Insolvency Act (III of 19(*7), s. 27 — 
Composition — Drht, proof of —Schedule of creditors , 
sett I ini/ of— C red i tins, right of rote of. 

In insolvency cases the proof of debts means that 
t he creditor shall have proved his debt in some of the 
ways prescribed by the Provincial Insolvency Act and 
that his name shall have been put by the Couvt on 
the schedule of creditors, [p. 157, col. 1. ] 

In insolvency matters the schedule of creditors 
should be settled at as early a date as possible and 
where an application under section 27 of the Provincial 
Insolvency Act is made before a proposal for com- 
position is finally accepted, no creditor is entitled 
to vote w hose debt has not been proved and whose 
name has not been admitted on to the schedule 
by the Judge, [p. 157, col. 1. ' 

Civil revision against the order of the 
District Judge, Agra, dated the 27th Maroh 
1915. 

Mr. J. Nehru, for the Applioant. 

The Hon'ble l)r. Sundar Lai, Messrs. Lalit 
Mohan Banerji, Mangal Prasail Bliargava and 
Baleshwari Prasad, for the Opposite Party. 


reversioners. 

For the above reasons I entirely agree that 
the plaintiffs are entitled to both the declara- 
tions sought by them, viz , that the appellant 
was not the adopted son of Singhesar and 
that the compromise entered into by the 
widow is fraudulent and not binding upon 
them. 

The appeal should be dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


JUDGMENT. — This application arises out. 
of an insolvency matter. Chandan Lai is 
the debtor. A petition for a declaration 
of insolvency was presented by one of his 
creditors. The debtor appears to have 
submitted a proposal for composition under 
section ^ 2 7 of the Provincial Insolvency 

Act. This proposal was in the first instance 

accepted by the Judge of the Small Cause 
Unirt before whom the insolvency matter 
way Pending. On an appeal, however, the 
matter was remanded with certain directions. 
As the result the Small Cause Court Judge 
refused to accept the composition. On 
appeal to the District Judge the order of 
the Small Cause Court was affirmed. The 
insolvent comes to this Court in an appli- 
cation by way of revision with various 
grounds of objection. The first ground was 
that the District Judge had erred in hold- 
mg that certain debts, which were paid 
up subsequent to the application, should not 
be taken into account when considering 
he proposal for composition. Secondly 
because the debts h*d been legally proved 
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and the petitioner was not bound to prove 
them in any particular way; thirdly , be* 
cause under the circumstances the com- 
position proposed by the applicant should 
have been accepted, and lastly , because the 
order of the District Judge was not in accord- 
ance with law. 

We may point out that section 27, 
clause (2), expressly provides that the pro- 
posal for composition to be accepted must 
be accepted by a majority in number and 
three-fourths in value of all the creditors 
whose debts are proved and who are present 
in person or by a Pleader. We think that 
the proof of debts means that the creditor 
shall have proved his debt in some of the 
ways prescribed by the Act and that his 
name shall have been put by the Court 
on the schedule of creditors. In the pre- 
sent case some of the creditors had given no 
proof whatever of their debts — others had 
Bled affidavits of their debts, but we do not 
know whether the Court even considered 
whether or not they were creditors and 
certainly they were not put on the schedule 
of creditors. Under these circumstances we 
do not see our way to interfere with the 
order of the Court below. We think, 
however, that all that has happened up to 
the present should not prevent the debtor 
from submitting a further proposal for 
composition, and we think that those credi- 
tors whom the Court finds to have been 
really creditors should be admitted on to 
the schedule upon proof of their debts 
(with a note, of course, to the effect that 
they had received part payment if such 
be the fact) and we think that these 
creditors might reasonably be included in 
the majority required by the section. But 
we think that no creditor should be entitled 
to vote whose debts have not been ' proved 
as stated” above, that is to say, they must 
have proved their debts and their names 
admitted on to the schedule by the Judge. 
We think that in all these insolvency 
matters the schedule of creditors should 
be settled at as early a date as possible 
and before a proposal for composition is 
finally accepted. It is only by this means 
that the interests of all parties can be 
properly considered. We are asked to put 
some stay on the sale of the debtor’s 
property or the distribution of the money 


that may have been realised by such sale. 
We do not think that we ought to do 
this. Such an application ought to be made 
to the Judge before whom the insolvency 
matter is pending. No doubt if an appli- 
cation is made to him and he comes to 
the conclusion that a boyia tide proposal for 
composition is about to be made by the 
judgment-debtor ' which is likely to be 
accepted by a majority of the creditors, 
such consideration will influence him in 
granting the application. We dismiss the 
application with costs, including in this 
Court fees on the higher scale. 

Application dismissed , 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Aitkal from Appellate Decree No. 1528 

of 1915. 

April 3, 1917. 

Present : — Air. Justice Fletcher and 
Air. Justice Smither. 

BASIRUDDI SHEIKH— Plaintiff 

Appellant 

versus 

AIOBARAK A1UNSHI — Defendant 

Respondent. 

Ejectment— Co-shaver in possession of whole pro . 
perty dispossessed by trespasser— Adverse possession 
against co-sharer , effect of— Jus tertii, plea of. 

One of two brothers, who had an undivided 
8-unnas share in a holding, assuming to himself the 
sole ownership of the holding leased it to the plaintiff 
intending to exclude his co-sharer, who had dis- 
appeared and was considered as dead or having 
abandoned the property. The plaintiff, having been 

ousted by the defendant (a trespasser), brought a 
suit for his ejectment: 

Held, that as the title of the plaintiff’s lessor had 
become adverse to his co-sharer, the plaintiff obtained 
title to the whole by adverse possession and that 
therefore, he was entitled to recover the whole pro- 
perty from the defendant whose plea of jus tertii could 
not be of any avail, [p. 159, col. 1.1 

Qu;ere. Whether an undivided ‘'co-sharer who is 
in exclusive possession of the whole propertv is 
entitled to recover the whole from a trespasser who 
dispossessed him, or is liable to be put in joint pos. 
session with the trespasser. 
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Appeal against the decree of the Additional 
Subordinate Judge, Zilla Khulna, dated 
the 21th March 1915, modifying that of 
the Munsif, 2nd Court at that place, dated 
the 30th June 1914. 

FACTS of the case appear from the 
judgment. 

Babu Jadunath Kanjilal , (with him Bubu 
Karunamoy Ghose ), for the Appellant. — 
Abdul is an 8-annas co-sharer. He was in 
exclusive possession. Gafur’s whereabouts 
are not known. Defendant here comes as a 
trespasser so he cannot claim to be in joint 
possession with the plaintiff. Refers to 
Salmond’s ‘Jurisprudence’ and Sham a 
Charan Boy v. Surja Kanta (1). Plaint- 
iff is entitled tu possession against all 
except the actual owners. The plaintiff-appel- 
lant has proved his antecedent possession. 
Refers to Manik Borai v. Bani Charan Mandal 
(2). If two brothers are tenants of the same 
property, and one brother goes away, the re- 
maining brother has to pay the whole rent. 
The landlord cannot claim khas possession if 
one tenant is there Abdul’s possession was 
not illegal. The appellant is the holder of 
a bona fide lease, and he is entitled to be 
maintained in possession in each and every 
portion of the land. Abdul acted as an 
implied trustee of Gafur. In Shama Charan 
Roy v. Surja Kanta (1), the plaintiff was 
not in actual possession. A trespasser cannot 
plead jus tertii. 

Babu Furna Chandra Roy, for the Respond- 
ent. — The defendant is not a trespasser. If 
the plaintiff had sued for confirmation 
of his possession, it would have been 
otherwise. The plaintiff’s remedy is a suit 
for partition with the defendant. The plaintiff 
cannot succeed in a suit for ejectment against 
the defendant as regards the b annas. It has 
not been found that the plaintiff is the true 
owner, in which case the defendant could not 
be maintained in his possession. 

Babu Jadunath Kanjilal, in reply. — There is 
a difference between right of possession and 
right to possession. The plaintiff has a right 
to possession of 1G annas as against a tres- 
passer. If I am in possession of 1G annas, 
I have a right to be maintained in possession 

(1) 6 I ml. Gas. 800; 15 C. W. N. 165. 

(2) 10 I ud. Gas. 469; 13 G. L. J. 649. 
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against the whole world except the real owner. 
As a lessee I have a good title. 

[ Fr. etcher, J. — You cannot suggest that it is 
a suit for confirmation of possession when at 
the time of the institution of the 9uit, the 
plaintiff was out of possession.] 

No, My Lord. The co-owner here is to be 
regarded as the full owner. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal by the 
plaintiff against the decision of the learned 
Subordinate Judge of Khulna, modifying the 
decision of the Munsif of the same place. 
The suit was brought by the plaintiff to 
recover possession of certain property of which 
he had a lease. The tirst Court decreed the 
suit. The second Court modified the decree, 
giving the plaintiff possession of one-half. 
The plaintiff’s case was that one Abdul was 
the original owner of the property who sold it 
to Meajan, who leased it out to the plaint- 
iff as owner of the property in 1899. The 
plaintiff was in exclusive possession of the 
property until ousted by the defendant. r lhe 
defendant alleged that Abdul had a brother 
named Gafur; and Gafur and Abdul granted 
a lease to the defendant’s mother Pati Bewa. 
The Court held that the existence of Gafur 
and his interest in the property was not 
proved. The tirst Court held that the 
alleged lease to the defendant’s mother had not 
been proved. The Court of tirst instance found 
that the plaintiff was in exclusive possession. 
The lower Appellate Court found that Gafur 
had an 8 annas share and that Gafur had 
obtained his interest in the holding. On that 
the plaintiff obtained possession of 8-annas 
share along with the defendant. The present 
appeal is preferred against that decision. 
First of all, it is quite clour that the plaintiff 
has been found to be an 8-annas co-sharer 
of an undivided share in the property and he 
is entitled to each and every part of it, and 
the defendant who is found to be a mere tres- 
passer is obviously not entitled to be in joint 
possession along with the plaintiff in the 
8-annas share. It might be that the suit being 
a suit for ejectment, the defendant’s possession 
cannot be disturbed. It is quite clear that 
the plaintiff was put in possession and his 
possession will be the possession of Gafur or 
his heir, unless some act is done to exclude 
Gafur. The finding that has been made as 
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to the possession of the plaintiff’s lessor 
Abdul is not in very clear terms in the 
judgment of the lower Appellate Court. But 
it is quite clear that what the Judge means 
to find is that Abdul had been in exclusive 
possession from the time that Gafur went 
away and that Gafur had left the village for 
many years and had not been heard of. It 
is argued on that basis that the possession of 
Abdul would not be adverse to Gafur, unless 
there is some act to exclude Gafur. ' The act 
seems to be inconsistent with anything else 
except that the lessor of the plaintiff did 
mean to exclude his co-sharer and brother 
Gafur, who disappeared. There cannot be 
any doubt as regards the fact that Gafur was 
considered as dead or that he abandoned or 
left this small property and the plaintiff’s 
lessor assumed to himself the sole ownership 
of the property and dealt with it without any 
reference to Gafur. I think, on the whole, 
that the facts warrant the finding that the 
title of Abdul had become adverse as against 
Gafur. If that is so, the case does not pre- 
sent any difficulty; because the plaintiff had 
his 8 annas plus the 8 annas of Gafur which 
he intended to have as his own and, as regards 
that, .the plaintiff as representing Abdul is 
entitled to recover possession of the whole 
of the property. A case has been pointed 
out as regards the wider view involved and 
continually arising in this Court as to the 
value of the possessory title in a suit for eject- 
ment where the plaintiff is unable to prove 
that he has got a title to the property. The 
case that has been pointed out in the judg- 
ment in Manik Borax v. Bam Charan Mandal 
(2) is a matter of considerable difficulty. 
That difficulty is not lessened by the fact that 
a contrary rule has been observed in this 
Court for a considerable number of years. 
It may be that in some cases, c. g. y in 
Shama Charan Roy v. Surja Kanta (1), 
on the facts Chief Justice Jenkins came 
to the conclusion that the suit was, in fact, a 
suit for confirmation of possession. I doubt 
whether the present suit could, in any view, 
be treated as a suit for confirmation of posses- 
sion. I think that the evidence in the case is 
sufficient to show that the plaintiff obtained 
a title by adverse possession against Gafur. 
That gets rid of the plea of jus tertii set up by 
the defendant by showing that the interest of 
Gafur had ceased to exist by virtue of the 


Statute of Limitation. In that view, I set 
aside the judgment of the learned Subordinate 
Judge and restore that of the Munsif. 

Smither, J. — I agree. 

Appeal accepted. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeals Nos. 1723 to 1729, 
1731 to 1773 and 1775 to 1793 of 1915. 

December 20, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Oldfield and 
Mr. Justice Spencer. 
SUNDARAM IYER — Plaintiff — 

Appellant 

V6TSUS 

THEETHARAPPA MUDALIAR and 
others — Defendants — Respondents. 

Madras Estates Land Act (l of 1908), ss. 3 (11), 
143 — Landlord and tenant — Varum tenure — Cesses 
claimable as rent , levij of , conditions of— Kanganam, levy 
ofi legality of Recognition of rights by Court— Subse- 
quent non-enforcement— Abandonment, presumption of 
—Estoppel— Judgments not inter parties, admissibility 
of— Evidence Act (I oj 1872,), ss. 13, 115. 

In considering whether the levy of particular 
cesses in a varam tenure must be disallowed under 
section 143 of the Madras Estates Land Act, a 
distinction must be made between fees which form 
part of the consideration for the ryot's holding and 
are leviable as incidental to the tenure and fees 
which by law or usage arc payable in addition to 
the rent. For the former class of payments, the 
occupation of the land is the consideration, and, 
therefore, prima facie they are lawfully made. [p. 101 , 
col. 1 .] 

Section 143 only applies to cesses which are 
additions to the rent. But if the fees claimed, 
instead of being cesses, are component parts of the 
rent by means of which the equality of varam is 
arrived at, the section will not apply, [p. 103 } co l. 1.1 

A payment of fees claimed as rent for a series of 
years will not make them enforceable if they are 
not legally leviable. They will be payable if there 
is a valid, express or implied contract to pay. A 
contract cannot be implied where the payment i s 
without consideration and is a voluntary one. [p. 163, 
col. 1 .] ’ 

If a cess is shown to have been levied for a special 
purpose, there can be no implied contract to pay it 
after the purpose has ceased to exist, and payment of 
it will not thereafter be enforceable unless there 
is a fresh contract founded on a fresh considerat ion 
to continue the payment, [p. 163, col. 1 .] 
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If a cess is otherwise valid, a contract to pay it 
can be implied from payments for a series of years 
or w here it is the established usage or mamvol >f 
the estate to pay it. [p 163, eol. 1.] 

The kanganam fee is a proper charge in addition 
to the rent and is legally leviable, [p. 104, col. 1.] 
Arunachallam Chettiar v. Mangalam , 35 Tnd. Cas. 
329; 20 M. L. T. 70: 4 L. W. 37; 31 M. L. J. 108; 
Lakshman doviml v. Amrit ( iopat , 24 B. 591, 2 Bom. 
L. It. 380; 12 Ind. Dee. (n. s.) 924, followed. 


Judgments not intrr partes are admissible in 

evidence where they are relevant under section 13 of 

* 

the Evidence Act. They are evidence of usage as 
instances where the right in question was claimed or 
denied or recognized. Their evidentiary value, 
however, must depend on the facts of the particular 
case. [p. 100, col 2; p. 102, col. l.j 


Lakshman tioriml v. Amrit ttupal , 24 B. 591; 2 
Bom. L. K. 380; 12 Ind. Dec. (x.s ) 924; and Eastcitra 
Doss v. Pu ngava nachari, 13 M. 301; 4 Ind. Dec. (\. s ) 
904, followed. 


[\'i hnshnan, J . — Kent proper does not include 
payments made merely in connection with the use 
of land and under a liability only incidental to such 
use. Every payment by a tenant as such to the 
andlord will ordinarily have reference to the use 
and occupation of the land, as that is the foundation 
of the relationship between the parties. But, unless 
a payment is directly in consideration for such use, 
it cannot tall under the first paragraph of clause 11 
of section 3 of the Act. ! p. 162, col. 2. | 

Where rights which have been recognized bv 
Courts arc not enforced by the landlord for some 
years, that tact alone cannot allect the rights them- 
selves cr lead to an inference of the abandonment of 
his rights by the owner, [p, 163, col. 2; p. 164, col. 1.] 


Second appeals against the decrees of the 
District Court, Tinnevelly, in Appeals Suits 
Nos. 581 to 587, 589, 590, 59 2 to 632, 634 
to 644, 646 to 653 of 1914, preferred against 
those of the Sub-Collector of Shermadevi, 
in Summary Suits Nos. 4 to 9, 11, 13, 1 !, 18, 
19, 22, 24, 25, 27 to 32, 34 to 40, 42 to 44, 
46, 108 to 118, 120 to 127, i 2D, 130, 132 
to 137, 139, 140, 1 13, 145, 146, 148, 1*19, 
152, 153, 155 and 156 of 1913. 

Messrs. M. 1). Devadoss and S. Rarnaswami 
Aiyar, for the Appellant. 

Messrs. T. Narasimha Aiyaagar, T. 
Raghavachariar , T. Nallasivam Pillai , / v '. R. 
Quruswami Aiyar and A. Swaminatha Aiyar , 
for the Respondents. 

These second appeals and the memo- 
randum ofobjections filed in Second Appeals 

Nos. 1723 to 1729, 1731 to 17 46, 17 48 to 
1751, 1?54 to 1757, 1759, 1760, 1762 to 
1765, 1767 to 1773, 1775, 1777 to 1793 
of 1915 coming on for hearing on the 24th, 
«25th and 26th July 1916, and having stood 


over for consideration till the 3 1st July 1916, 
the Court (Spencer and Krishnan, JJ.) 
delivered the following 

JUDGMENT. 

Spencer, J.— On the issue whether the 
pattas for Fash 1312 are proper pattas , both 
the lower Courts, in consideration of the 
evidence afforded by previous decisions, 
some of which were between the same land- 
lord and the predecessors-in-title of some 
of the tenants in these appeals, and by 
pattas and muchilikas of previous fastis, have 
come to the conclusion that the tenants of 
the Inam Vngailkulam village hold ou a 
varam tenure, the proportion being half 
varum for the landlord and half for the 
tenant. 

The lower Courts are also agreed in find- 
ing on the 9th and 0th issues that the 
inamdar is entitled to charge 2/5th varam 
for second crop cultivation on single crop 
lands, and to make the tenants contribute 
half faslijas/i in addition to the varam 
when Government water is taken for a second 
crop on single crop lands. 

These findings appear to bo just and 
based on legal evidence of usage. It is 
contended on this and other issues that the 
judgments in previous suits are not admissible 
on the ground that they were not between 
the same parties and were not given effect 
to. 

Under section 13 of the Indian Evidence 
Act, they afford instances of a local oustom 
or usage being recognised and as such they 
are evidence, even though the tenants in 
the present cases were not parties to them 
Lvide Fa strata Doss v. PtiKgavanachari (1)]. 

Ibis disposes of the memoranda of objec- 
tions on these points. 

Issue 7 is whether the plaintiff is legally 
entitled to the cesses claimed by him. On 
this head, the liability of the tenants to pay 
the following charges has been considered 
(1), Kanganain, (2) Porkattu, (3) Yavanai, 
(4‘ Kalavi Nazar, (5) Urai, (6) Vasi, (7) 
Kaval, (8) Alavu, (9) Attakottu. 

The Sub-Collector allowed them all. 
The District Judge allowed (1), (2), (8) 
and (9) and disallowed (3), ( 4), (5), (6) aud 
(/). The lessee appeals against all the 


(1) 13 M. 361; 4 Ind. Doc. (n. s.) 961. 
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items which have been disallowed. The 
tenants have raised objections to all those 
which have been allowed. In treating of 
these, a distinction must be made between 
fees, which form part of the consideration for 
the ryot's holding and are leviable as incidental 
to the tenure [tide the definition of ‘rent’ 
in section 3, clause (11) of the Madras 
Estates Land Act], and fees which by law 
or usage are payable in addition to the rent 
[? ld * sub-clause (a) of the same section], 
bee Devanai v. Ragunatha Row (2). For the 
former class of payments, the occupation 
of the land is the consideration and, therefore, 
prima facie they are lawfully made. 

The Sub-Collector in deciding this issue 
did not keep this distinction in mind. He 
was satisfied with the conclusion that “the 
payment of cesses appears always to have 
been a recognised feature of the tenure 
under which lands were held in the estate.” 

Ihe District Judge rightly observed that 

payment for a series of years would not 

make these sums enforceable if they are not 

legally leviable. That is the effect which 

section 143 of the Act has on cesses. This 

section only applies to cesses which are 

additions to the rent. But if these suras, 

instead of being cesses, are component parts 

of the rent by means of which the equality 

of varam is arrived at, then section 143 
will not apply. 

Ihe District Judge treating all as cesses, 
but excluding Kanganam and Porkattu on 
account of a judgment of this Court dismiss- 
mg an appeal against a decision of the 
District Court which once allowed these 
items, proceeded upon conjecture as to the 
purpose that these payments were intended 
to serve and upon some slight oral evidence 
as to their meaning, to decide whether 
they were legally leviable. For instance, 
in dealing with Yavanai, the Judge states 
tnat its meaning and object are not clear 
but he disallows it because it was disallowed in 
becond Appeal No. 1673 of 1888 and because 
he thinks it is not a legitimate charge. 

In Second Appeal No. 1673 of 1888, the 
plaintiff failed to prove an unbroken custom 
for the charge. It has not been shown that 
the circumstances of these cases are the same. 
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Again, the Judge states that Kalvai Nazar 

is described as a cess for the maintenance 

of channels. He does not mention where 

this description occurs. The appellant’s 

pleader maintains that it is for keeping 

channels clear of silt, a duty that is declared 

in section 137 of the Act to fall on the 

lyots. Lrai is stated to be connected with 

the measurement of the crops. Judge 

allowed Alavu and Attakottu which were 

found to be connected with the same 

process, but disallowed Urai, Naval and 

Vasi, are shown in the pattas as divided 

between the landlord and the tenant 

There is so much uncertainty as to the 

significance of each of these charges that I 

doubt with reference to the frame of the issue 

if the parties at the trial were alive to the 

necessity of producing such evidence as 

might have been available to prove (1) 

whether they form part of the consideration 

for the occupation of the land or whether 

they are additions to the rent, (2) if they 

are additions, whether they are not legally 

leviable as (I) having been originally levied 

for a purpose which has since failed, (2) 

being voluntary payments, (3) being illegal 

as being forbidden by law or against public 
policy. 

With the exception of Kanganam, the 

meaning of which is well known and which 

has been held in a similar case in Arunachallam 

Ghettiar v. Mangalam (3), to be a proper 

charge in addition to the rent, I am of 

opinion that a finding is necessary on both 

these points and that the parties should be 

allowed to adduce fresh evidence on them. 

The present District Judge will be asked to 

return findings within eight weeks. Ten 

days will be allowed for filing objec- 
tions. 

Krishnan, J. — The questions that arise 
for decision in this batch of appeals are 
whether the patta tendered by the plaintiff 
was a proper patta and if not what is the 
proper patta. The tenant defendants have 
objected to the patta as being a varam 
patta whereas their tenure, they say, is a 
Pattam one, and also as containing nine 
cesses and half fasti justi improperly claim- 
ed by the landlord’s lessee, the plaintiff. 


XT lud - Cae - 298; 13 At. L. T. 

Si. o8G. 


351; (19 i 3) M. W. 


(3) 35 lud. Cus. 329; 20 M. L. T. 70: 4 L W 
M. L. J. 16S. ’ ' 
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The cesses objected to are Yavanai, Kalvai 
Nazar, Urai, Vasi, Kaval fees, Kanganam, 
Porkattu, Attakottu and Alavu. The 
first Conrt held that the tenure 
was a varam tenure and that the cesses 
were all rightly claimable. On appeal, 
the learned District Judge, while upholding 
the finding as to the tenure, disallowed the 
first five of the above mentioned items as 
improper ones and allowed the rest. Both 
Courts allowed the half fasli justi claimed. 
Plaintiff has appealed against that decree in 
so far as it was against him and the 
defendants have filed memorandum of objec- 
tions. 

The nature of the tenure is the first point 
for decision. Both the lower Courts have 
found that it is varam tenure on this estate. 
It is objected for the tenants that the 
Courts have wrongly relied too much on 
judgment ester parties as they are inadmis- 
sible in evidence and even if admitted are 
of very little evidentiary value. It is 
now settled law that judgment not inter 
parties are still admissible in evidence 
where they are relevant under section 13 of the 
Evidence Act. They are evidence of usages 
as instances where the right in question was 
claimed or denied or recognised. See 
Lakskman Govind v. Amnt Gopal (1), 
Easwara Doss v. Pungavanachari (1). Their 
evidentiary value must depend upon the 
facts of the particular case. Where, as 
in this case, the varam right was claimed 
on several previous occasions and every time 
successfully, the value of the previous judg- 
ments is not so negligible as the defendants 
try to make out. They were more than once 
followed up by the acceptance of pattas. 
See Exhibits J series, T and U and 
execution of muchilikas Exhibit A series 
by the tenants wherein the varam tenure 
was expressly recognised by them. Thoro 
is also other evidence to support the 
finding. I accept the finding that the 
tenure in this estate is a varam tenure. 

The next question for decision is which 
of the charges claimed should be allowed 
or disallowed. This question must now 
be decided under section 143 of the 
Estates Land Act. The word 'rent’ in that 
seotion is defined in section 3, clause 11 

(4) 24 B. 591; 2 Bom. L. R. 386; 12 Ind. Doc. (n.b.) 
024. 
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(a), aa including "any local tax, oess, fee 
or sum payable in additiou to the rent 
according to law or usage having the 
force of law.” Cesses whioh do not fall 
under this definition must be disallowed 
under seotion 143. It is urged for the 
appellant that all the charges olaimed by 
the landholder are payable by the tenants 
according to the usage or mamool of the 
estate. This must, no doubt, be established 
by the landholder. 

Before considering this question, an 

argument adduced for the appellant that 
the different payments claimed by him 
though called by different names are all 
part and parcel of the varam or rent” 
as defined in the 1st paragraph of olause 
(11) section 3 and that as half varam 
is lawfully payable by the tenants for 
their holdings, no question about the 
legality of each of these payments arises, 
has to be dealt with. ^Rent as defined 
in that paragraph is what is lawfully 
payable in money or in kind or both to 
a landholder for the use or occupation 
of land in the estate for the purpose of 
agriculture.” It is what may be called 
the rent proper to distinguish it from the 
payments included in rent” by the rest 
of the olause. Rent proper clearly does 
not include payments made merely in 
connection with the use of land and 
under a liability only incidental to suoh 
use. Of course, every payment by a 
tenant as suoh to the landlord will ordinarily 
have reference to the use and occupation 
of the land, as that is the foundation of 
the relationship between the parties. But, 
unless a payment is direotly in considera- 
tion for such use, it cannot fall under the 
first paragraph of clause 11, seotion 3 of 
the Act. It is not clear if the payments 
in question here satisfy this test as their 
nature and the objoot of their levy have 
not been elucidated by evidenoe. They 
are all apparently payments for purposes 
in connection with the tenancy but it is 
not dear if they are part of the varam 
as argued. They have been treated as oesses 
by the plaintiff in the plaint and the issue 
as to them has been framed on that footing. 
But that is not conclusive; there must be 
a finding on this point on fresh evidenoe. 

It was argued that at any rate ‘Yavanai” 
which is stated to mean collection charges 
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by plaintiff s Counsel should be treated as 
part of the varam and the ease in Radha 
UarcH, Ray Qhowdhry v. Golak Chandra 
Chose (5) is oited as an authority for it. 
Collection charges may in certain cases be 
part of the rent proper as held in the 
ease cited; but that depends on the facts 
ot the particular case. Here, it is not clear 
what the nature or objeot of Tavanai is, 
to decide the question. Even if the pay- 
ments claimed in this case are all cesses 
y virtue of the second paragraph and 
sub-olause ( a ) 0 f clause (11) they will 
still be included in the term ‘rent’ under 
section 143 if they are payable according 
to law or usage having the force of law. 

the question thus arises for decision, 
whether all or any of them are payable 
according to law ? They will be so payable 
if there is a valid, express or implied 
contract to pay. A contract cannot be 
implied where the payment is without 
consideration and is a voluntary one as 
for example temple fees. See Siriparapu 
Ramanna v. Mallikarjitna Prasada Nayudu 

t ; ° r ln .„ tbe case w bere the payment is 
ot a cess illegal in its very nature. If the 

cess was shown to have been levied for a 

speoia purpose, then also there can be 

no implied contract to pay it after the 

purpose has ceased to exist; and payment 

ot it will no longer be enforceable unless 

there was a fresh contract founded on 

a tresh consideration to continue the pay- 

ment. See Ramaswami Aiyar v. Sundaram 

Aiyar (7). If a cess is otherwise valid, 

a contract to pay it can be implied from 

ft i0 \ u,- f eneS of years or where 

it is the established usage or mamool of 
the estate to pay it. 

The Sub-Collector in the first Court found 

on the evidence that the payment of these 

cesses was always a recognised feature of 

the tenure of this estate. The Appellate 
ourt has no t given a g n( jj ng on the poiut bnt 

has disallowed some of the ‘cesses’ as not 
being necessary or legitimate charges and 

allowed others as legitimate ones excluding 
trom consideration Kanganam and Porkattu 
in view of the High Court’s decision 
allowing them”. As all the evidence on 

(6) 31 C. 834; 8 C. W. N. 529. 

(7) 30 L 4 Ca 3 s M 166: J ' ^ De °- (n ‘ 29 ' 


this point is now on record and we have been 
taken through that evidence at consider- 
able length it seems to me it is not neces- 
sary to call for a finding on this question, 
namely, whether these charges are leviable 
according to usage, from the lower Court 
as we can ourselves come to a finding on 
the point under section 103, Civil Procedure 
Code, and as the finding is one of mixed 
law and fact. 

The Sub-Collector has set out the evi- 
dence on the point; it is not necessary to 
do so again; on that evidence, I am of 
opinion that his finding that the payment 
of these charges and the half fasli justi 
was recognised feature of the tenure is 
correct. As Exhibit JJ proceeded on a 
manifest mistake and Exhibit P merely 
followed it on this question, no great value 
can be attached to them as showing the 
terms of the tenure on this estate. Neither 
they nor the subsequent conduct of the 
lessee is binding on the owner. It was 
strenuously argued on this issue also that 
the previous judgments should not be 
relied on to find the usage on this estate 
U) as they were not inter parties and 
{2) as they were not acted upon. I have 
already held the judgments though exter 
parties are relevant evidence and in the 
circumstances of this case, I think they 
are very material evidence. Pattas and 
muchilikas were exchanged in accordance 
with them. See Exhihit A series, Q, S, 
T, U, Ul. As the tenants were refractory 
and were raising disputes necessitating 
litigation more than once and as they 
would not pay rent as they were bound 
to do the then lessees apparently found it 
convenient to take from them what they 
could collect without trouble. It is in 
evidence that from 1890-91 these charges 
were not separately collected but were 
consolidated with the varam and a lump 
amount taken dividing the crop in the 
ratio of 10 to 11. That was during the 
time of a lessee; but when the agent of 
the owner came in, he seems to have 
collected them for some time according to 
the pattas. The earlier judgments in 
evidence really shew what the rights of 
parties were as recognised by -the Courts; 
the fact that those rights were not enforced* 
in full by the lessees from the owner for some 
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year 9 cannot affect the rights themselves or 
lead to an inference of abandonment of 
his rights by the owner. As regards 
Kanganam and Porkattu, even Exhibit P 
allowed them and Exhibit V series expressly 
recognises them as payable. Taking then 
that the charges claimed were payable by 
the tenants according to the usage of the 
estate, the question still remains whether 
any of them should he disallowed as being 
illegal, voluntary or for a purpose which 
has now ceased to exist. These cases have 
not been tried from this point of view as 
they were apparently not presented in 
that light in the first Court. The lower 
Appellate Court has acted mainly on its 
own opinion as to what may be considered 
unnecessary or illegitimate charges, evidence 
on the point and as to the nature of the 
payments claimed being very meagre. It 
is not satisfactory to dispose of these 
cases without the parties being given a 
fresh opportunity to adduce evidence on 
these points. 

1. The Kanganam fee should, however, 
be excluded from any fresh enquiry as this 
High Court has already considered its charac- 
ter and held that it is a cess that is legally 
leviable. See Arunachallam Chettiar v. Manga- 
lam (3) and as the varan i system is still in 
force on this estate, its purpose cannot be 
said to have ceased. I agree with the 
ruling above cited and allow this fee in the 
landlord’s favour. 

The Yavanai fee has been held to be not 
a legitimate charge by the learned District 
Judge on the strength of a ruling of this 

Court in Second Appeal No. 1673 of 1888. 
But a reference to that ruling shows that 
the cess in question was then disallowed 
on the ground that it was not proved and 
not on the ground that it wa9 an illegal 
cess. The ruling, therefore, is no authority 
to support the view of the lower Court. 
The item in question must be included, there- 
fore, in the fresh enquiry proposed. 

As to half fasli justi, it was allowed by 
the earlier judgments referred to above. It 
was only disallowed by Exhibits JJ and P 
by a mistake as already explained. It seems 
to me to be fair to both sides to make 
each party pay half the fasli justi particular- 
ly as the tenant pays only 2 5th varum for 

(be crop. I will allow this, 
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2. It remains to notice an argument by 
plaintiff’s Counsel that, by Exhibit C, the 
question of the liability to pay these charges 
is made res judicata between his client and 
the tenants who were parties to that judg- 
ment. There is no force in this argument 
as the liability of the parties has now to 
be judged with reference to a new enact- 
ment, the Madras Estates Land Act, which 
has com6 into force since the date of Ex- 
hibit C. The payment of rent in the suit 
fasli cannot depend upon what was decided to 
be the proper rent before this Act came into 
force. It is also pointed out that the identity 
of the subject-matter is not established. 

I, therefore, agree that before finally dis- 
posing of these appeals, the learned District 
Judge be asked to submit a finding after 
giving an opportunity to the parties to 
adduce fresh evidence on the two issues 
framed by my learned brother excluding 
Kanganam fee therefrom. 

This order applies to all cases except 
Second Appeals Nos. 1730 and 1774 where 
the respondents have died and no legal 
representatives have been brought ou the 
record yet. 

In compliance with the order contained in 
the above judgments, the District Judge 
of Tinnevelly submitted the following 

FINDING * * • * * • 

* * * I think they must have con- 

sidered these various items as necessary 
items, connected with the division of produce, 
and must have collected the same as part 
of the rent, the landlord being responsible 
for payment to persons doing the work for 
which charges have been shown as payable 
to him and vice versa. Even if they are 
looked upon as cesses, additions, there is 
absolutely nothing from which one could 
infer that such payments were either voluntary 
or illegal. 

These second appeals coming on for final 
hearing after the return of the finding of 
the lower Appellate Court upon the issues 
referred by this Court for trial the Court 
delivered the following 

JUDGMENT. — We accept the findings and 
allowing the appeals we restore the decrees 
of the Sub Collector. The respondents will 
pay appellant’s costs in this Court. 

We allow a lump uum of Rs, GOO fur 
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fee3 which as well as printing charges will ha 
divided evenly among all the appeals. The 
memoranda of objections are dismissed. 

Appeals allowed. 

v. R. r. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 404 of 1915. 

May 2, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir P. C. Banerji, Kt. and 

Mr. Justice Ryves. 

SIDDHAN LAL and others — Defendants 

— Appellants 

versus 

GAURI SHANKAR and another — 
Plaintiffs— Respond snts. 

Trust, creation of -Revocation -Author of trust , power 
of, to revoke— Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1908). 

92, applicability of — Trustee, de son tort. 

. The position of a person who creates a trust of 
his property and declares himself to be the first 
manager becomes merely that of a manager and lie 
is not competent subsequently to revoke the trust 
or to alter it or to appoint new managers, fn. 166 
col. l.J Lt ’ 

bectior. 92 of t lie Civil Procedure Code, 1908, 

applies to the case of persona who are trustees de son 
tort, [p 101, col. J.] 

Jugalki shore v. Lakshmandas, 23 1*. 059; 1 Horn. 
L_ R 118; 12 Ind Dec. (n s) 440 and Budree Dm 
Mukim v. Choom Lai Johurry, 33 C. 789- 10 C W N 
581, followed. 

First appeal from the deoision of the 
Additional Judge, Farrukhabad, dated the 
6th September 1915. 

ihe Hon’ble Dr. Surendra Nath Sen , for 
the Appellants. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Tej Bahadur 3apru , Messrs. 
Gulzari Lai and Lakshmi Narayan, for the 
Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — This appeal arises out of 
a suit brought under section 92 of the Code 
of Civil Procedure. The facts are these. 
One Ganga Din execute! a dooament on the 
2nd of June 1909 purporting to be a deed of 
gift of certain property belonging to himself 
in favour of the idol Sri Rangji Maharaj. 
By that document he clearly made an endow- 
ment of his property for the maintenanceof the 
temple of Thakurji and also for the establish- 
ment of a Sanskrit pxishala. He also pro- 
vided in the document for other mxt .ers 
which the trustees nominated by him wnll 
haye to carry out in connection with the 



endowment and declared what expenditure 
should be incurred in relation thereto. 
There can be no doubt that under this 
document an express trust was created for 
religious and charitable purposes. In this 
deed of trust he nominated himself as the 
first manager of the trust and named three 
persons, namel}', Siddhan Lai, Raghubar 
Dayal and Jhamman Lai as his successor 
in the office of manager after his death. On 
the 2nd of February 1911 he executed 
another document under which he nominated 
Siddhan Lai, Jugal Kishore and Maiku Lai 
to be managers in the place of the three 
persons named above for the management 
of the endowment after his death. He also 
provided in that document that instead of a 
pntshala being established the money pro- 
vided for the patshala should be spent in 
sadabart , that is, charity. The present suit 
was brought with the permission of the 
Legal Remembrancer by two members of the 
Hindu community for the removal of the 
defendants from the management of the 
property, on the ground that they had 
obtained the document of 1911 by undue 
influence from Ganga Din and that they 
were mismanaging the trust property and 
had committed a breach of trust by omitting 
to perform the duties imposed upon the 
trustees by the maker of the trust. We 
may mention that Ganga Din died in 1912. 
The Court below has decreed the claim and 
made an order removing the defendants from 
the management of the trust. It refused to 
appoint Raghubar Dayal and Jhamman Lai 
as trustee but made a reference to the 
Collector for the nomination of trustees and 
reserved to itself the power of appointing 
new trustees for the management of the 
trust. This appeal has been preferred by 
the defendants, and the first contention on 
their behalf is that this case could not be 
institute 1 under section 92 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure. They urge that if the 
pliintiff’s c intention is correct that the 
appointment of the defendants was not 
leg illy valid, they are trespassers and could 
not be sued under section 92 as trustees. In 
our opinion this contention is untenable. No 
d mb 1 , Ganga Din, the m\ker of the trust, 
was entitled at the time of creating the trust 
to nominate the persons who were to be 
ramigersof the trust after the date of the 
creation of the trust aqd to provide for ths 
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appointment of farther trustees. As has 
been already stated be declared that he 
himself would be the first manager (sarbara- 
kar) and that after his death Jhamman Lai, 
Raghubar Dayal and Siddhan Lai should 
be the managers. It was not open to him 
after the trust had been created to nominate 
new managers who were to take his place 
after his death. Subsequently to the creation 
of the trust his position was merely that of 
manager and he was not competent to revoke 
the trust or alter it, or appoint new 
managers.. Therefore, with the exception of 
Siddhan Lai, who is one of the trustees 
mentioned in the original deed of trust, the 
other two defendants are not men who have 
been validly appointed trustees or could be 
so appointed. They by their own admission 
have taken charge of the trust property not 
as trespassers but as managers of the trust, 
and, therefore, they must be deemed to be 
trustees de son tort , In our opinion section 92 
applies to the case of persons who are 
trustees de son tort. This was held by the 
Bombay High Court in Jugalkishore v. 
Lakshmandas (1) and by the Calcutta High 
Court in Budree Das Mvkim v. Chooni Lai 
Johurry (2). 

It is next urged that it has not been 
proved that the defendants have committed 
a breaoh of trust. It has been found by the 
Court below that the temple erected by 
Ganga Din in whioh the Thakurji was 
installed has not been repaired by the defend- 
ants and that it is in a hopelessly bad stale 
of repair. According to the defendants’ own 
allegations they have not spent even Rs. 2 
in repairing the temple. Under the terms 
of the document of the 12th of June 1909 
Rs. 25 a year were allotted for repairs of the 
temple but no part of this money has been 
spent for that purpose, and the result has 
been that the temple is in suoh a condition 
that after a short time, unless properly 
repaired, it will cease to exist. Again under 
the terms of the trust a Sanskrit patshala 
had to be established. There is some evi- 
dence that in the lifetime of Ganga Din 
a small patshala was started with a 
small number of students, but by reason 
of his illness it was not continued. 

C) 28 B. 650;' 1 Bom. L. K. 1 1H ; 12 Tncl Doc. (n. s.) 

(2) 33 C. 789, 10 C. W.N.68J. 


It was the duty of the trustees in the 
performance of what was incumbent on them 
under the terms of the deed of trust to 
establish a Sanskrit patshala and to carry 
it on with the means at their disposal. This 
has not been done and this is another breaoh 
of the duties whioh the managers had to 
perform. 

The defendants produced certain account 
books the genuineness of which the Court 
below has doubted. We have seen the account 
books and we are not prepared to say 
that the suspicions of the Court below as 
regards their genuineness are unfounded. The 
learned Judge has dealt with the matter at 
length and he has given other reasons for 
coming to the conclusion that the defendants 
have not carried out the objects of the 
trust and have not defrayed all the expenses 
which they were bound to do under the 
terms of the trust deed of 1909. We do not 
deem it necessary to go at length into those 
matters. We have considered the evidence 
on the point and agree with the findings of 
the Court below. We do not consider it 
necessary to decide in this case whether the 
document of the 2nd of February 1911 was 
obtained by undue intluence. In our opinion 
Ganga Din was not competent to execute 
that document after having created a trust 
under the prior document of the llth of 
June 1909. We think that the learned 
Judge came to a right conclusion in this case 
and this appeal must fail some objections 
have been preferred on behalf of the 
plaintiffs. One of them is to the effect that 
the learned Judge ought to have ordered 
the defendants to render accounts. We 
think that having regard to the circumstances 
the learned Judge exercised a wise discre- 
tion in leaving the matter open and direct- 
ing that it would be for the new trustees to 
sue the defendants separately for accounts 
or for recovery of ornaments if they thought 
fit to do so. 

Another objection taken on behalf of the 
plaint tYs was that one Rup Lai should not 
have been appointed a trustee by the Court 
below. We have nothing on the record to 
show that Rup Lai has been appointed and 
there are no materials before us to enable us 
to consider whether that appointment is a 
proper one or not, if in fact Rup Lai has been 
appointed. The objections taken on behalf of 
the plaintiffs are without force, 
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The result is that we dismiss the appeal 
and also the objections with costs, including 
fees on the higher scale. 

Appeal dismissed. 


BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 

Original Civil Jurisdiction Appeal No. 24 

op 1916. 

November 9, 1916. 

Present : — Sir Basil Scott, Kt., Chief Justice, 

and Mr. Justice Heaton. 
BIRDICHAND JIVRAJ— 
Dependant No. 1— Appellant 

versus 

The STANDARD BANK, Limited- 
Plaintiff— Respondent. 

Mortgage of shares — Company — Liquidation — Payment 
of calls by mortgagee — Mortgagee , whether can recover 
amount from mortgagor. 

Plaintiff advanced a sum of money to the defend- 
ant on the security of certain shares in the S. Bank 
in February 1913. In October 1913 defendant 
wished to overdraw his account with the plaintiff 
Bank, and this was allowed on a deposit of some 
more shares in terms of a formal overdraft agree- 
ment. All the shares deposited were transferred to 
the plaintiff Bank’s name on the share register of 
the S. Bank, and dividends when received were 
credited by the plaintiff Bank to the loan account 
of the defendant. In September 1913, the S. Bank 
shares bagan to fall, and the plaintiff Bank sold some 
of the mortgaged shares before a winding up order 
was made for the compulsory liquidation of the S. 
Bank. In the liquidation the plaintiff Bank was 
placed on the A list of contributories for the shares 
held by them, and on the B list for the shares sold 
by them, and were forced to pay calls: 

Held, (1) that the plaintiff Bank could recover the 
amount of principal and interest advanced by it to 
the defendant, but that it was not entitled to the 
amount paid by it as calls or to any declaration 
of indemnity as to its liability in respect of the 
shares sold by it; [p 169, col. 2 ] 

(2) that the plaintiff did not occupy the position 
of trustee for the mortgagors at the time of paying 
the calls and was, therefore, not entitled to an indem- 
nity as trustee, [p. 170, col. 1.] 

Phene v. Q ill an, (1845) 5 Hare 1; 15 L. J. Cli. 6*; 
9 Jur. 1086; 67 E. R. 803; 7 1 R R. I, relied upon. 

It is not an implied condition of a contract of 
mortgage that the mortgagor should indemnify the 
mortgagee against the consequences of holding pro- 
perty which he holds for his own security and not 
for the benefit of the mortgagor, [p. 169, col. 2.] 

A forced payment of a call by the registered holder 
of shares upon a compulsory liquidation cannot be 
regarded as an expenditure for the preservation of 
the security, [p. 170, col. 1.] 
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FACTS of the case appear from the follow- 
ing judgment of 

Scott, C. J. — The question in this appeal 
is as to the liability of the defendant in 
respect of certain loans granted by the 
respondents on a security of shares of the 
Indian Speoie Bank which were not fully paid 
and upon which on liquidation Of that Bank 
a large liability in respect of the calls has 
resulted. It is conceded on behalf of the 
appellant that no question was raised in 
the lower Court either in the issues or 
the argument disputing the liability of the 
first defendant to indemnify the plaintiffs 
against the liability incurred by them as 
contributories in respect of the said shares 
in the winding up. And it is stated that 
it was not realized in the lower Court 
that the liability of the .first defendant 
can be successfully disputed upon legal 
grounds. 

The question is one of great import- 
ance as may be seen from the decree 
which provides for a sum aggregating 
Rs. 1,72,2C0 in respect of calls already paid in 
the liquidation and there is a further decree 
against the first defendant to indemnify 
the plaintiff Bank against further calls. 

The plaintiffs allege that the question 
is not merely one of law but will turn 
largely on the. question, of fact, because 
they say that there was or were a conversa- 
tion or conversations in which the first 
defendant or his agent undertook to 
indemnify the plaintiff Bank in respect of 
any calls which might be made upon the 

shares. . • ' 

We think that if the legal issue is 
allowed to be tried, the issue of fact must 
also be tried, and having regard to the 
importance of the case, we do not think 
that we can rightly dispose of the suit 
without a decision on the issues. There- 
fore, under Order XLI, rule 25, we frame 
the following -issues: — , 

( ) Whether -the first defendant by his 
agent did not agree to indemnify th# 
plaintiff Bank with regard to any unpaid calls 
on these shares? 

(2) Whether in any event the first 
defendant is not liable to indemnify the Bank 
with regard to such calls? 

We refer these issues for trial to the 
lower Court and direct it to take such 
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additional evidence as may be required and 
return the evidence and the findings and 
the reasons therefor, in due course to this 
Appeal Court. 


With regard to the first question argued 
as to the election of the plaintiffs, we are 
of opinion that there can he no election 
in a case where the principal, who is now 
the first defendant, has deceived the plaint- 
iffs. 

Costs costs in the appeal. 

The issues were tried by Maoleod, who 
found both issues in the negative. 

Mr. Kanga (with him Mr. Jardine ), for the 
Appellant. 

Mr. Strangman (with him Messrs. Setalv.id 
and Desai ), for the Respondent. 


JUDGMENT. 

Scott, C. J. — The plaintiffs are the Stand- 
ard Bank. 

In February 1913, a broker named Hem- 
chand asked the Managing Director of the 
Bank to advance money on the security of 
shares in the Indian Specie Bank with the 
result that a transaction was recorded by 
him in the following terms. 

“ Bombay , 2 Cdh February 1913. 

I have arranged by your order and on 
your account a loan for twelve months on 
-,000 to 2,500 shares of the Indian Specie 
Bank, Limited, at Rs. 50 per share ; the 
loan to be given to Bansidhar Mangtnlal 
at 7 per cent., and a margin of Rs. 15 per 
share to be maintained by the borrower; 
the shares to be transferred to the Bank’s 

name. Money payable on or before the 
10th March 1913.” 

On the 10th March. 1913, Bansidhar 
Mangtulal acting on behalf of an undisclosed 
principal the 1st defendant Birdichand Jivraj 
executed a demand promissory note in favour 

of the Bank for Rs. 1,25,000 and that sum 

was carried to a suspense account to he 

at the disposal of Bansidhar. Shares 

aggregating 2,500 were afterwards brought 
to the Bank with blank transfers. 


On the 4th of April 1913, it was arran 
through the same broker that the plain 
Bank should advance a fuither sum 

Rs. 45,000 on 1000 shares of the Indian Sp< 

Bank. * 


The note of the lion rrthn 
follows; 


was as 
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“ Bombay , 4th April 1913. 

“I have this day arranged by your order 
and on your account a loan for Rs. 45,000 
fixed for 12 months on 1000 Indian Specie 

Bank Limited, shares. 

A margin of Rs. 15 to be maintained 
at 7.1 per cent. Payable on or about 9th 
April' 1913.” 

On the 9th April, a demand promissory 
note for Rs. 45,000 was passed to the 
plaintiff Bank by Bansidhar and the amount 
was carried partly to suspense account and 
partly to Bansidhar’s account. 

The amount provided by these loans 
having been fully utilized Bansidhar wanted 
in October 1913 to overdraw his current 
account. This was allowed to the extent 
of Rs. 4,200 on a deposit of 105 more shares 
in terms of a formal printed overdraft 
agreement of which paragraphs 4 and 5 were 
as follows: — 

4. I agree and undertake that the 
value of the shares deposited with you as 
security as aforesaid shall at all time 
exceed in value at the market price of the 
day the amount due by me to you 90 that the 
security may at the value aforesaid exceed 
the amount of my indebtedness to you by 
a margin of rupees 15 per share and in 
the event of the said shares at any time 
becoming of less value at the market price 
of the day so as not to provide the margin 
agreed on as aforesaid I agree and undertake 
to forthwith make up such deficiency on 
demand by you either by depositing further 
security approved of by you sufficient to 
make up the security to the agreed amount 
or by making part payment of the moneys 
due by mo so that my indebtedness may 
be reduoed to an amount for which the 
security so deposited amounts to Rs. 15 
per share in excess of the amount due by 
me. So that you may always be secured 
by shares or other security approved by 
you which at the market value thereof of the 
day shall at least exceed in value by Rs. 15 
per share the amount of ray indebtedness 
from time to time to yon. 

5. That yon or your Managing Director 
shall be at liberty in default of my paying 
the moneys for the time being due to you by 
me on demand, or in default of my keeping 
up the full margin of security of the value 
as aforesaid aod without any consent or 
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concurrence on ray part to sell the said 
shares or other security deposited from time 
to time by me or any of them by public 
auction or private contract and in such 
manner in all respects as you may think fit 
and out of the proceeds thereof to pay — 

(а) All expenses of and incidental to 
such sale and also all costs and expenses 
which may have been incurred by you in 
consequence of such default in payment 
of the said loan or in maintaining the full 
margin of value of the said shares as 
aforesiad. 

(б) . The debt then due to you with 
interest. You shall be at liberty in the 
event of any default on ray part in pay- 
ment of such moneys on demand or in 
maintaining the full margin of value, to 
purchase yourselves the said shares or any 
of them at the market price of the day on 
which such default shall have been made.” 

All the shares deposited by Bansidhar 
were transferred to the plaintiff Bank’s 
name on the share register of the Specie 
Bank. Dividends when received were credit- 
ed to the loan account. 

In September 1913, the Indian Specie 
Bank shares began to fall and on the 7th Oc- 
tober, Bansidhar provided further securities 
as margin which realised about Rs. 20,000 
but thereafter he failed to provide any 
further margin and eventually 181 shares 
were sold by the plaintiff Bank of which 
161 had been transferred before a winding 
up was made for the compulsory liquidation 
of the Specie Bank. In the liquidation 
the plaintiff Bank has been placed on the 
A list of contributories for 3414 shares and 
on the B list for 161 of the shares deposited 
by Bansidhar. A call of Rs. 50 per 
share has been paid by the plaintiff Bank in 
respect of the 3444 shares. 

Decrees have been passed at the suit of the 
plaintiff Bank against both Bansidhar the 
ostensible borrower and Birdichand his 
undisclosed principal for debt and interest 
aggregating Rs. 3,50,500 which includes 
both the amount due for advances and 
interest and the amount paid by the 
plaintiff Bank on the call made on the Specie 
Bank shares. TIia decree also declares 
that the plaintiff Bank are entitled to be 
indemnified for any claim which may be 
made against them in respect of the 161 


shares for which the plaintiffs are entered 
as contributories on the B list in the liquida- 
tion proceedings of the Specie Bank. 

The only question now in dispute in this 
appeal is whether the plaintiffs can recover 
from the defendants as a debt the amount 
paid in respect of the call and whether they 
are entitled to an indemnity in respect of 
the 161 shares as declared by the decree. 

It is not now contended that there was 
any special agreement to indemnify the 
plaintiffs in respect of the uncalled liability 
on the Specie Bank shares at the time of 
the deposit. It has been held by the lower 
Court that tho evidence adduced fails 
to establish any such agreement and no 
exception is now taken to that finding. 

Substantially the argument for the plaint- 
iffs was confined to the suggestion of an 
implied agreement by the borrower to 
indemnify the lender in respect of a security 
which might be onerous. It was said this 
must have been the business understanding 
between the parties and that no lender 
would lend except upon such an agreement 
to indemnify. 

It is pretty certain, however, that the 
possibility of the Indian Specie Bank going 
into compulsory liquidation during the con- 
tinuance of the loan transaction never 
entered into the contemplation of the parties 
and even in October 1913 after the share 
had begun to fall in value the plaintiffs 
were still willing to allow an overdraft 
on a deposit of some of the same shares carry- 
ing the same uncalled liability. 

Had the possibility of calls on the shares 
been considered the plaintiffs would either 
have left them in the name of the then 
registered owner, or, if they wished to take 
a transfer, would have refrained from doing 
so except upon an express indemnity. It is 
not unreasonable to suppose having regard 
to the magnitude of the transactions that 
the plaintiffs, had they realised the risk 
attaching to such shares, would have taken 
the ordinary precautions suggested by 
business experience: See Davidson’s Con- 
veyancing Volume II, part 11, page 1203. 
So much for the suggested implication of fact. 

Nor can it be successfully contended 
that as a matter of law it is part of the 
contract that the mortgagor should indemnify 
the mortgagees against the consequences of 
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holding property which they held for their 
own security and not for the benefit of 
the mortgagor. The mortgagees received 
the dividends on the shares in excess of 
the interest on the loan, and credited such 
excess in reduction of their debt and they 
must he supposed to have contemplated all the 
liabilities to which the holding of such shares 
might subject them. It was held in Phene 
v. Gillan (1) that there is not at law any 
such implied contract of indemnity. It is 
impossible to contemplate the mortgagors 
in such a case as the present attempting to 
redeem the Specie Hank shares arid I doubt 
if a forced payment of a call by the 
registered holder of shares upon a com- 
pulsory liquidation could be regarded as an 
expenditure for the preservation of the security 
or expenditure contemplated in clause 5 of the 
overdraft agreement. The mortgagees in 
the present case did not, in my opinion, 
occupy the position of trustees for the 
mortgagors at the time of paying the calls 
and cannot, therefore, be entitled to an 
indemnity as trustees. 

The decree of the lower Court must, 
therefore, be varied by limiting the sum 
decreed to the amount of the advances, 
interest and costs and by deleting the 
declaration as to indemnity. 

Defendants must pay the costs of the 
appeal up to and including the 20th of 
July. The plaintiffs must pay the sub- 
sequent costs of the appeal but the parties 
must bear their own costs of the remand 
and findings thereon since they were render- 
ed necessary by the defendant’s oversight at 
the original hearing. The order as to costs 
in the original Court will stand. 

Decree varied. 

(I) (1845) 5 Haro 1; 15 L. J. Oh. f>:, ; 9 Jur. 10S0; 
7 E. R. 803; 71 R. 11.1. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Civil Miscellaneous Petition No. 2243 

of 1916. 

January 16, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar. 

The FIRM of S. R. V. S V. S. V. RAMA- 
KRISHNA IYER, 

REPRESENTED RY ITS TWO PARTNERS (1) 

RAMAYYAR and (2) VYTHIANATHA 

SASTRIAR— -Respondents - Petitioners 

versus 

Tbe OFFICIAL RECEIVER, TINNE- 
VELLY— Appellant — Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908^, (). XXII, rr. 
10, II — Oflicinl Receiver, appeal by —Continuation of 
jtroceedinys by successor without amendment of cause — 
Title, validity o j — Intimation of cluinye to Court — 
Decision on merits , effect of — Provincial Insolvency 
Act (III of 1907), ns. (>\ 07 —Presidency Towns 
Insolvency Act ( III of 1909), ns. 17,83. 

The position of an Olficiiil Assignee in Madras differs 
from that of an Official Receiver in the muffasil. The 
Otlicial Assignee may sue and be sued by the name of 
the Otlicial Assignee of the property of the insolvent 
without mentioning his own name under section 83 
of the Presidency Towns Insolvency Act, whereas 
there is ne corresponding provision in the Provincial 
Insolvency Act. [p 172, col. 1.] 

(}u;ere. — Whether, on the resignation of his office 
bv jin Official Receiver maintaining a suit or appeal 
his successor can continue the proceedings without 
his name being brought on the record, [p. 172, 

col. 1.] 

Where, however, the change of personnel was 
intimated to the Court, which proceeded notwith- 
standing to pronounco a decision on the merits, the 
record must be deemed to have been amended by 
substitution of the name of the now officer in place of 
the one who had vacated office, [p. 172, col. 2.J 

Application, under Order XLVII, rule 1 
of tbe Civil Procedure Code, for review of 
tbe judgment of the High Court, dated tbe 
4th February 1916, in Appeal against Order 
No. 407 of 1914, presented against the order, 
dated the 5th September 1914 of the District 
Court, Tinnevelly, in Original Petition No. 755 
of 1913. 

Mr. T. R. Venkatarama Sastri (with him 
Messrs. E. S. Chidambaram Pillai and S. 
Anantarama Aiyar), for the Petitioners. 

Mr. M. 7). Devadoss, for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — This is a petition for 

review of the judgment pronounoed by 
myself and Moore, J., on the 4th February 

1916 in Appeal against Order No. 407 of 

1914 , 
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That appeal was preferred by one Mr. 
Gopaliah (then Official Receiver of Tinnevel- 
ly) against the order passed by the District 
Judge of Tinnevelly refusing the Receiver’s 
application made under section 37 of the 
Provincial Insolvency Act JIT of 1907 to 
annul certain alienations made by an 
adjudicated insolvent in favour of one of 
his creditors (namely, the firm represented 
by the respondents Nos. 1 and 2) within three 
months before the adjudication. 

Pending Appeal against Order No. 407 
of 1914 in this Court, Mr. Gopaliah the 
Official Receiver resigned his post and a new 
Receiver was appointed by the Local Govern- 
ment for the Tinnevelly District. The appeal 
oame on for hearing before myself and Moore, 
J., on the 4th Febuary 1916. Mr. Deva 
Doss had filed the appeal for Mr. Gopaliah, 
the then Official Receiver. I accept Mr. 
Deva Doss’9 statement that on 4fch February 
1916 he represented to us that Mr. Gopaliah 
had resigned his post of Official Receiver and 
that another gentleman (Mr. Subramania 
Iyer) had been appointed as Official Receiver 
that a doubt was suggested before us by the 
learned Counsel whether it was necessary to 
have the name of the new Official Receiver sub 
stituted for that of Mr. Gopaliah in the appeal 
records before the appeal could be heard and 
that we intimated that all that was necessary 
was that instead of the appellant being 
described as Mr. P. A. Gopaliah, Official 
Receiver of Tinnevelly, thereafter, he might 
be described simply as the Official Receiver 
of Tinnevelly. I also accept Mr. Deva Doss’s 
statement that he represented to us that he 
had instructions to continue the appeal on 
behalf of the Official Receiver. 

After hearing both sides fully, we allowed 
the appeal and declared the alienations 
made by the insolvent to the firm of the 
respondents Nos. 1 and 2 void as against 
the Official Receiver. 

In drawing up the fair copies of our 
judgment and order, the office has repeated 
the name of Gopaliah before the description 
of the appellant as the Official Receiver of 
Tinnevelly. That is a clerical error which 
must be corrected. 

This petition of review is filed by the 
firm of S. R. M. V. S. S. V. Ramakrishna 
Aiyar who are the respondents Nos. 1 and 2 
in the appeal. The Official Receiver of 


Tinnevelly is the respondent in this review 
petition which does not mention the officer’s 
individual name. The only arguable ground 
on which this review petition is sought to 
be supported is the 1st ground which is as 
follows: — 

“The decision of the learned Judges is 
vitiated in law in that the appellant had 
resigned and so had no locus standi to appear 
and the new Receiver was not brought on 
record before the case was heard.” 

It is argued in support of this ground, 
that the decision in Akula Paradesi v. Dhelli 
Jagannadha Row (1) constrains me to hold that 
the appeal was heard in the absence of the 
proper party as appellant and that the 
devolution of interest to the next Receiver 
was of such a kind that the old Receiver 
could not continue to represent the interests 
involved in the appeal even for the purpose 
of the further conduct of the appeal. The 
Calcutta case reported as Rai Gharan Mandat 
v. Biswanath Mandal (2) considers devolu- 
tions of interest through transfers of the 
interests of private parties and so far as such 
litigation i9 concerned, the original parties 
can continue the litigation effectively. Thede- 
cision in Akula Paradesi v. Dhelli Jagannadha 
Row (1), however, draws a distinction between 
the continuation of litigation by a private 
person whose interest has ceased through 
assignment or devolution and the continuation 
of litigation by one whose right to conduct 
the litigation was based solely on his cha- 
racter of a Receiver or Trustee appointed by 
the Court and whose character as such ceased 
during the pendency of the litigation. The 
learned Judges say that in the latter case 
“the law necessarily implies the absence of 
all interest in the subject of litigation,” when 
the official capacity of the party litigant 
whose name i9 on the record terminates and 
that his continuance of . the litigation after 
such termination would be futile save in 
very exceptional cases as ‘ where the right 
of action accrued by virtue of mere possession 
or by virtue of their being contracting parties 
themselves” and so on. 

Mr. Deva Doss argued contra that the case 
of Akula Paradesi v. Dhelli Jagannadha Row (l) 
related to a Reoeiver appointed under seotion 
503 of the old Civil Procedure Code for a 

, (1) 28 M. 157. 

(2) 26 Ind. Cas. 410; 20 C, L. J. 107- 
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particular suit or particular suits and that 
the ratio of that decision could not apply to 
an Official Receiver in whom ex officio all the 
properties of the insolvent become vested and 
who by reason of the office becomes entitled to 
institute and continue suits. Mr. Deva Doss 
relied upon the analogy of the Official As- 
signee on the Original Side of the High Court, 
of the Advocate General, the Administrator 
General and so on who bring and defend 
suits in their official designations and whose 
successors are entitled to continue the conduct 
of the litigation t according to what Mr. Deva 
Doss alleged was the uniform practice) 
without their successors names being brought 
on the record. 

I am not well acquainted with the prac- 
tice as regards suits brought by or against 
the Official Assignee of Madras or the Advo- 
cate General or the Administrator General 
where there has been a change of officers 
pending the litigation and I shall not ex- 
press any opinion as regards the legality of 
the practice alleged by Mr. Deva Dossassum- 
ing it to exist, ft seems, however, that a dis- 
tinction might be fairly drawn between the posi- 
tion of the Official Assignee in Madras and the 
position of an Official Receiver in the Moffusil. 
Whereas under section 17 of the Presidency 
Towns Insolvency Act 111 of 1909 the effect 
of the order of adjudication is at once 
to vest in the Official Assignee all the 
properties of the insol vent, under the Provin- 
cial Insol vency Act of 1907 (section 19, clause 
2 read with sections 16 and 18), the properties 
of an adjudicated insolvent vest in the 
Official Receiver in the Moffnsil only when 
the Court appoints a Receiver for the proper- 
ty of the Insolvent under section 18, c ause l 
[Official Receiver of Trichinnpoly v. Soma. 
snndaramChettiar (3). Section 18, clause 1 is as 
follows: The Court may, at the time of the 
order of adjudication, or at any time after- 
wards, appoint a Receiver for the property of 
the insolvent, and such property shall there- 
vpon vest in such Receiver.” It is also to be 
noted that under section 83 of the Presidency 
Towns Insolvency Act, the Official Assignee 
may sue and bo sued by the name of “the 
Official Assignee of the property of the 
insolvent without mentioning his own name. 

Under section 61, again, of the Presidency 

Iowns Insolvency Act, “the property of 
the mso'vent shall pass from Official 
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Assignee to Official Assignee. ..for the time 
being during his continuance in office, without 
any transfer whatever.” There seem to be 
no provisions in the Provincial Insolvency 
Act corresponding to sections 83 and 6 1 of the 
Presidency Towns Insolvency Act (at least 
none was pointed out to me). It is, however, 
open to argument that section 61 of the 
Presidency Towns Insolvency Act was enacted 
merely through abundant caution and that 
the provision which makes the property of 
the insolvent vest in the Official Receiver 
implies that on the change of the personnel 
of the Official Receiver the property vests 
ipsa facto in the new Official Receiver. 
I think it is unnecessary for me to pursue 
the matter further as I think that this 
review petition might be disposed of on 
another ground which l shall at once prooeed 
to state. 

At the hearing of the appeal before my- 
self and Moore, J., it is admitted (see ground 
No. 2 of the Review Petition itself), that 
the resignation of the Receiver Mr. Gopaliah 
was brought to our notice and also the 
fact that a new Receiver had been appointed. 
Supposing an amendment of the records 
became, in consequence, necessary, 1 think 
it must be taken that myself and Moore, 
J., treated the record as amended by striking 
out the name of Mr. Gopaliah from the 
record and by retaining only the words 
Official Receiver, Tinnevelly” and that we 
held further that such a description repre- 
sented the new Receiver sufficiently. The 
respondents Nos, 1 and 2 in the appeal (who 
are the petitioners in review) did not object 
to the hearing of the appeal on the 

footing, as if the appellant on the 

record was the new Receiver who wa 9 
continuing the conduct of the appeal 
tiled by the old Receiver and did not ob- 
ject that the new Receiver’s name should 
be formally and expressly entered on the 
record or that his description as Official 
Receiver was not legally sufficient. I think 
that under those circumstances it must be 
taken that our decision was given in favour 
of the new Official Receiver and must 
be held to accrue for the benefit of the 
Official Reciever for the time being. I, there- 
fore , dismiss this petition for review with oosts. 

Pet it io v (l is m isscil , 

WR.j\ 
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BINODE I.AL V . PREO NATH. 

CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Letters Patent Appeal No. 38 of 1915. 

March 30, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Beachcroft. 

BINODE LAL CHAKRABURTTI and 
others— Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

PREO NATH CHAKRABURTTI and 
others — Defendants — Respondents. 

Limitation Act (IX of 1908^, Sch. I, Art. *62, appli- 
cability of — Suit for rent — Alternative claim fur 
money-decree against plaintiffs co-sharers, maintain- 
ability of. 

Article 62 of Schedule I to the Limitation Act 
applies to a suit for money payable by the defendant 
to the plaintiff for money received by the defendant 
for the plaintiff's use, even where the defendant at 
the time when he received the money did not intend 
to pay it to the plaintiff, [p. 174, col. 1.] 

The operation of the Article is attracted, if it is 
established that the money received by the defendant 
is money which belongs to the plaintiff, and is repay- 
able to him in justice, equity and good conscience, 
[p. 174, col. 1.] 

A suit is maintainable in the form in which a 
decree for arrears of rent is claimed against the 
tenant-defendants, with an alternative pra 3 r er at the 
same time for a money-decree against the other set 
of defendants — the co-sharers of the plaintiff — in case 
it is held that they have realised the entire rent 
from the tenant-defendants, [p. 174, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the decree of Mr. Justice 
Newbould, dated the 12th January 1916. 

PACTS. — This appeal is preferred by the 
plaintiff, and it arises out of a suit for recovery 
of arrears of rent, brought by the plaintiff 
against the tenants. The co-sharer landlords 
were made parties to the suit; and the plain- 
tiff among other things, prayed that a decree 
be passed against a co-sharer landlord, if the 
Court found that he had received the rents 
from the tenants-defendants. 

In the Court of first instance, the tenants 
appeared, but the co-sharer landlords did not 
appear; and the Court found that the tenants- 
defendants had paid rent to defendant No. 4, 
agent or manager of the co-sbarer landlords; 
and that they fthe tenants), were thereby 
absolved from their liability to pay rent, and 
it passed a decree against defendant No. 4. 

Against this decision, the defendant No. 4 
preferred an appeal, and the Appellate Court 
held that the suit against defendant No. 4 
was barred by limitation under Article 62, 
Against this decision the plaintiff preferred 
an appeal to the High Court, and Mr. Justice 


Walmsely, holding that Article 62 applied, 
confirmed the judgment of the lower Appel- 
late Court. 

Against this decision of the High Court, 
the plaintiff preferred the present appeal 
under section 15 of the Letters Patent. 

Babu Satish Chandra Ghosh , for the Appel- 
lants. — Defendant No. 4 did not appear in the 
Court of first instance. In that Court, he 
ought to have appeared and objected that the 
suit as against him was barred. He ought 
to have filed a written statement submitting 
that if it were found by the Court, that 
he had received rents from the tenants, 
then the suit against him was barred under 
Article 62. I submit that Article 62 is 
not applicable to the facts of this case, 
unless it is found as a fact that the defendant 
No. 4 received the money for the plaintiff’s 
use. Refers to Mahomed Wahib v. Mahomed 
Ameer (1). It cannot be said without any 
evidence that the money was received by 
defendant No. 4 for the plaintiff’s use. 
The defendant No. 4 was the manager of 
the family, and the money received by him 
as rent, might not be for the plaintiff’s 
use. Before Article 62 was applied some 
questions of facts ought to have been 
gone into in order to arrive at the conclu- 
sion that the defendant No. 4 took the 
money for the plaintiff’s use. But this 
was not done. The defendant No. 4 did 
not file any written statement and did 
not contest the suit. There was a suit 
for accounts pending against him, in which 
he filed a written statement alleging that 
he did not receive any rent for the plain- 
tiff’s use. The lower Court was not justi- 
fied in applying Article 62 without finding 
on evidence taken for the purpose, that 
the rent received by defendant No. 4 was 
for the plaintiff’s use. At any rate 
the case should be remanded to the lower 
Court for a finding as to whether the rent 
was received for the plaintiff’s use or 
not. 

Dr. Sarat Chandra Basak (with him Babu 
Amullya Kumar Guha ), for the Respondent, 
was not called upon. 


(1) 32 C. 527; 1 C. L. J. 167. 
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JUDGMENT.— In our opinion, there can 
he no room for controversy that the view 
taken by Mr. Justice Walmsley is amply 
supported by the authorities. The plaintiff 
instituted this suit for recovery of money 
in the alternative from two sets of defend- 
ants. He claimed arrears of rent from the 
tenant-defendants, and, alleged, at the same 
time, that if the entire rent had already 
been realised from them by his co-sharers, he 
was entitled to a decree as against the latter. 
This form of action is well known [Sham Singh 
v. Kishun Sahai (2), Aiyathurai Ravuthan v. 
Santha Meera Ravuthan (3), Yerukola v. Mudiga 
K amudu{Y)~\ . The Court of first instance found 
that the entire rent had been collected on the 
4th November 1907 by the fourth defendant 
who was apparently the managing member of 
the family composed of the plaintiff and 
h is co-sharers. The trial Court according- 
ly dismissed the suit against the tenant- 
defendants and made a decree against the 
fourth defendant. Thereupon the fourth 
defendant appealed and argued that the 
claim, as against him, was barred by limi- 
tation, inasmuch as the rent had been 
collected by him on the 4th November 
1907 and the suit had not been instituted 
till the 18th April 1911. The Subordinate 
Judge gave effect to this contention and 
dismissed the suit. That decree has been 
affirmed by Mr. Justice Walmsley on second 
appeal to this Court. 

It is plain that the case is governed 
by Article G2 of the first Schedule to 
the Indian Limitation Act. That Article 
applies to a suit for money payablo by 
the defendant to the plaintiff for money 
received by the defendant for the plaintiff’s 
use. It is now well settled that this Artiole 
is applicable even though the defendant 
at the lime when ho received the money 
did not intend to pay it to the plaintiff, 
the operation of the Article is attracted 
if it is established that the money received 
by the defendant is money which belongs 
to the plaintiff and is re-payable to him 
in justice, equity and good conscience. In 
support of this proposition reference may 
be made to the case of Mahomed Wahih 


(2) G 0. L. J. 190. 

(3) 31 M. 252; 18 M. L. J. 238. 

(4) 4 Inch Cas. 34; 19 M. L. J. 399; 5 M. L T 2s 

G M. L. T. 139. c 


v. Mahomed Ameer (1). The same view 
has been subsequently adopted in a long 
series of decisions and the rule embodied 
in Article 62 has been applied in a variety 
of cases more or less analogous in their 
circumstance? to those of the case before 
us We may mention the decisions in 
Suhbanna Bhatta v. Kunhanna Banta (5), 
Shanmuga Pillai v. Minor Govindasami (6), 
Sankunni Menon v. Govinda Menon ( l) y Baiznath 
Lata v. Ramadoss (8) and Niader Suigh y. 
Ganga Dei (9). In our opinion, Article 62 is 
applicable to this case, and as the plaintiff has 
not sought the protection of section 18 of the 
Iudian Limitation Aot on the allegation of 
fraud the suit has been rightly dismissed as 
barred by limitation. The appeal is conse- 
quently dismissed with costs. 

A ppeal d ism issed. 

(5) 30 M. 298; 17 M. L. J. 224; 2 M. L. T. 332. 

(G) 30 M. 459; 17 M. L. J. 452. 

(7) 14 Inch Cas. 254; 37 M. 331; 22 M. L. J. 4S5; 11 
M L. T. 325; (1912) M. W. N. 51G. 

(8) 2G Inch Cas. 219; 27 Al. L. J. G40; 1 L. W. 952; 
16 M. L. T. 509; 39 M. G2. 


(9) 35 Inch Cas. 8G; 38 A. G7G; 14 A. L. J. 728. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 25 ok 1916. 

March 16, )917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Mulliok and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

Kumar SATYA NARAYAN CHAKRA- 

VARTY AND OTHERS — PLAINTIFFS — 

Appellants 

versus 

DWARKA NATH SADHU and others— 

Defendants — Respondents. 

$l>ccijic Relief Act (l of 1877), applicability of , to 
Sonthal Pa rganas — Specific performance , prayer for — 
Scheduled Districts Aet {XI T oj \8UJ— Appeal- 
Pleading?, amendment of, in appeal. 

The Sonthal Parganas being a Scheduled District 
within the meaning of Act XIV of 1874, the Specifio 
Keliei Act does not proprio vigors extend to that 
area. [p. 175, col. 2.] 

Although t ho Act is not applicable to the Sonthal 
Parganas, a prayer for specific performance of a 
contract can bo granted upon tho principles of justice, 
equity and good conscience, [p. 175, col. 2.] 

Janardan Mahato v. Bhairab Chandra Mondal , 30 
Ind. Cas. 305, followed. 

1 lio Specific Relief Aet has given the Courts a now 
power, but t ho exercise of that power which is 
specially declared by tho Statute to bo discretionary 
ought to bo jealously watched, [p. 176, col. 1.] 

W hen a plaintiff desires to amend his plaint so as 
to convert his declaratory suit into a suit for recovery 
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of possession and for an injunction at a time when 
the case is being decided on appeal, he ought not to 
be permitted to do so if substantial injustice will not 
be done by directing him to bring a fresh suit, or if 
the change sought to be made in the plaint is of an 
unprecedented description, [p. 176, col. 1.1 

Appeal from the decision of the Deputy 
Magistrate, exercising the power of Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Sub-Division Jamtara, 
District, Sonthal Pargana, dated the 10th 
January, 1916, in Title Suit No. 3 of 1916. 

Messrs. Bipin Behari Ghose and Lalmohan 
Ganguliy for the Appellants. 

Messrs. Naresli Chandra Sinha and Sisir 
Kumar Mittra , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Mullick, J. — The plaintiffs are proprietors 
of certain mouzas of whinh the principal 
defendants are lessees or mukarraridars under 
the plaintiffs, and the present suit is brought 
for the following reliefs: — 

(1) That it may be adjudicated that the 
plaintiffs have a zemmdari interest to the 
extent of 14 annas, 12 gandas in the mouzas 
mentioned in the Schedule appertaining to 
Taluks Jam Juri, Nagari and Chota Bara 
Asna and that the plaintiffs are in posses- 
sion of the same. 

(.2) That it may be declared that the 
plaintiffs are entitled and are in possession of 
the sub soil of the said taluks and that the 
principal defendants have no right thereto. 

In their written statement the defendants 
denied the rights of the plaintiffs to the 
sub-soil. They further contended that they 
were put in possession of the land by an order 
under section 145 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure made by the Sub- Divisional 
Magistrate of Jamtara on the 9th of May 
1909. 

The present suit was instituted before a 
Deputy Magistrate exercising the powers 
of a Subordinate Judge in that Sub- 
Division, but the plaint was returned to the 
plaintiffs on the ground that the suit was 
not maintainable because it had been laid 
under section 42 of the Specific Relief Act, 
which was not in force in the Sub Division. 
Thereupon the plaintiffs preferred the 
present second appeal on the ground that 
the order of the learned Subordinate Judge 
directing the plaint to be returned was 
wrong. 

It is admitted by the plaintiffs that the 
suit is one for a mere declaration and that 
it falls within the four corners of section 
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42 of the Specific Relief Act of 1877. It 
is also admitted that the Act is one of 
those Acts which, by the terras of the 
Scheduled Districts Act of 1874, has been 
excluded from the District of Sonthal 
Parganas, of which the Sub-Division of 
Jamtara is a part. Therefore, it would 
seem that by section 3, clause 3, of Regula- 
tion III of 1872, rights created by the Specific 
Relief Act cannot be enforced in the Sub-Divi- 
sion of Jamtara. But then the learned Vakil 
for the appellants turns to Act XXXVII 
of 1855, section 2, of which enacts that 
for the trial and determination of suits 
exceeding Rs. 1,000 in value the General 
Laws and Regulations shall apply. He 
contends that the Specific Relief Act, 
being one of the general laws, applicable 
to India, and the present suit being valued 
at Rs. 8,000 he is by virtue of section 2 
of Act XXXVII of 1855, read with section 
3 of Regulation III of 1872, entitled to ask 
the Court to hold that section 42 of the 
Specific Relief Act does apply to the suit 
in question. The argument is a very 
ingenious one, but I am satisfied that it 
has no foundation. All that Regulation III 
of 1872 read with Act XXXVI 1 of 1855 
means is that in suits exceeding Rs. 1,000 
in value those laws will apply which are 
proprio vigors in force in the whole of the 
British India. But on turning to the 
Specific Relief Act we find that it extends 
to the whole of the British India except 
to the Scheduled Districts as defined in Act 
XIV of 1874. The Sonthal Parganas being 
a Scheduled District within the meaning 
of Act XIV of 1874, it is clear that the 
Specific Relief Act does not proprio vigors 
extend to the Sonthal Parganas. I am of 
opinion, therefore, that the Specific Relief 
Act does not apply to the case before us. 

Then the learned Vakil for the appellant 
falls back upon justice, equity and good 
conscience, and he relies upon a decision by 
a Divisional Bench of the Calcutta High 
Court in Janardan Mahato v. Bhairah 
Chandra Mondal (1), where their Lordships 
Chitty and Richardson, JJ., held that although 
the Specific Relief Act was not applicable 
to the Sonthal Parganas a prayer for 
specific performance of a contract could be 
granted upon the principles of justice, equity 

(1) 30 I ml, Cas. 365. - 
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and good conscience Whatever the merits of 
the ca^e before their Lordships may have 
been, I am clearly of opinion that the 
principles of justice, equity and good con- 
science cannot require the declaration which 
the plaintiffs want here. The relief con- 
templated by section 42 of the Specific 
Relief Act is a highly technical form of 
relief which was introduced into this country 
in 1877. Previous to that declaratory reliefs 
could only be granted under the provisions 
of the Procedure Code of 1859 subject to a 
condition precedent that there were cir- 
cumstances which might justify the grant 
of consequential relief. The law of 1877 
has certainly given the Courts a new power 
but in my opinion the exercise of that 
power which is specially declared by the 
Statute to be discretionary ought to be 
jealously watched. It cannot, in my opinion, 
be in accordance with justice, equity and 
good conscience that we should apply 
principles which are the basis of a highly 
technical part of the Act to a locality which 
the Government of the country has expressly 
declared to be unfit for the operation of the 
Act. In my opinion the principles of justice, 
equity and good conscience do not require 
that we should make the declaration which 
the plaintiffs seek. 

The learned Vakil for the appellants 
finally asks us for leave to amend the 
plaint so as to make it a suit for consequen- 
tial relief. In other words he desires to 
convert the present suit into a suit for recovery 
of possession and for injunction. I think 
that this case is one covered by the decision 
in Jhari Singh v. Pirthi Nath Sahu (2), 
and that we ought not, at this stage, to allow 
an amendment of the plaint, fuslly, on the 
ground that no substantial injustice will be 
done by directing the plaintiffs to bring a 
fresh suit and, secondly , on the ground that 
having regard to the pleadings in this parti- 
cular case the change sought to be made is 
ft change of an unprecedented description 
within the rule in Newby v. Sharpe (3). The 
appeal accordingly fails and is dismissed with 

C 08 ts. 

A ppeu l d i s m iss ed. 

(2) 38 Inch Cm*. 191; 1 1’. L. \V. 85; 2 1\ L J G‘I 

(3) (1878) 8 Cli. I). 39; 47 b. J. Cl.. 017; 38 ' L * T 

083; 20 W. U. 0*5. * 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1401 of 1914, 

February 23, 1917, 

Present : — Mr. Justice Shah Din. 

NIAZ A LI KHAN and others —Plaintiffs 

— Appellants 

versus 

SHER and others — Defendants — 

Respondents. 

Appeal, sccuml —Finding of fact —Burden of pioof. 
wrong view of allocation of— Punjab Courts Act (III ol 

1910,*. 41. 

A wrong view of die allocation of the burden of 
proof is a good ground lor setting aside a finding of 
fact in second appeal. 

Second appeal from the decree of the 
Divisional Judge, Jhelum, dated the 27th 
March 1911, reversing that of the Subordi- 
nate Judge, 1st Class, Jhelum, dated the 
• th August 1913, decreeing the claim. 

Mr. Nand Lai, for the Appellants. 

Khwaja Zia-ad-Dm, for the Respond- 
ents. 

JU DGM ENT. — The Pleader for the defeud- 
ants-respondents frankly admits that the 
Divisional Judge was in error in holding 
that in this case the initial burden of proof 
was shifted on to the plaintiffs to prove 
want of legal necessity; but he urges that 
great weight must be attached to the general 
considerations set forth in the judgment 
of the Divisional Judge from which the 
only reasonable inference that can be drawn 
is that legal necessity existed for the aliena- 
tion in dispute. In my opinion it cannot 
properly bo held, on the strength of the 
general considerations mentioned by the 
learned Judge, that the alienor was justified 
in making the alienation in question in 
1911, though they may well be taken into 
account in deciding whether the burden of 
proof as to legal necessity regarding the 

alienation in dispute was not a light 
one. 

As the learned Divisional Judge has 
decided the case upon a wrong view of 
the allocation of the burden of proof, 
1 set aside his judgment and decree and 
remand the case to the District Judge 
for re-decision. Costs in this Court will be 
costs in the cause. Counsel’s fee Rs, 16. 

Case remanded , 
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ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 222 of 1915. 

(Connected with First Appeal No. 249 

of 1915.*) 

April 3, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Piggott and 
Mr. Justice Walsh. 

Mahant DHARAM DASS — Defendant — 

Appellant 

versus 

SADHO PRAKASH and others — 

Defendants and Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908,), s. 92— 
Management of trust— Court, discretion of — Custom — 
Sangat oj hank Shahi Udasis— Mahant, appointment of. 

In a suit under section 92 of the Civil Procedure 
Code, 1908, a Court lias complete discretion in arrang- 
ing tor the management of a trust to which the 
section applies, although it is the duty of the 
Court to take into consideration such matters as 
the wishes of the founder (where these can be 
ascertained) and also the past history of the institu- 
tion and the way in which the management has been 
carried on theretofore, [p. 180, col. 2.] 

In the sangat of Nanak Shahi. Udasi Sadhus at 
Benares the custom as to the appointment of a new 
Mahant is that the Mahant for the time being has 
the right to appoint a chosen disciple, or chela , to 
succeed him on his death, [p. 181, cols. 1 & 2.] 

First appeal from the decision of the 
Subordinate Judge, Benares, dated the 16th 
March 1915. 

Mr. Hari Bans Sahai , for the Appellant. 

The Ilon’ble Dr. Sundar Lai and Messrs. 
Harendt a Krishna Muherji and Harnandan 
Prasad , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

1 iugoi’T, J. 1 hese are two connected ap- 
peals arising out of two suits brought in 
the Court of the District Judge of Benares 
with regard to the administration of a 
public trust. There is in the city of Benares 
a sangat , or monastery, of Nanak Shahi 
Udasi Sadhus , which has appertaining to 
it certain immoveable property in the shape 
o land, houses and trees. The manager 
of the trust is the Mahant, or religious 
head of the society, and it is not denied 
that the office ordinarily descends to the 
chosen disciple, or chela , of the deceased 
Mahant. In the year 1910 certain persons 
interested in the management of the trust 
obtained the permission of the Legal 
Remembrancer to institute a suit under the 
provisions of section 92 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure for the removal of the 

*See -10 Ind. Cas. 182.— Ed. 


trustee and the preparation of a scheme of 
management. The trust property was then 
in the possession of Sad ho Prakash as 
Mahant, and with him were associated 
two persons named Makund Prakash and 
Sewa Das. By a decree dated March 1st, 
1911, the District Judge of Benares removed 
these persons from the management and 
appointed one Baba Bichittar Singh as 
trustee. There was an unsuccessful appeal 
against this decree, and finally Baba 
Bichittar Singh died in September 1913 
without having obtained effective posses- 
sion of the trust property. Two persons 
named Mahant Makund Singh and Baba 
Hari Das appear to have asserted inde- 
pendently some sort of claim to succeed as 
of right to the office conferred by order of 
the Court on Baba Bichittar Singh; but 
nothing effective was done, and the 
management of the trust remained in 
confusion. Under these circumstances two 
distinct applications were made to the 
Legal Remembrancer for permission to 
institute suits under the provisions of 
section 92 of the Civil Procedure Code, 
in order to obtain fresh directions from the 
District Court regarding the management 
of the trust. The Legal Remembrancer 
probably found it difficult, on the materials 
before him, to draw any distinction 
between the two sets of applicants; and 
on March 17th, 1914, he passed two separate 
orders, one in favour of each of them. 

Two suits were accordingly instituted in 
the Court of the District Judge of Benares. 
In Suit No. 2 of 1914, instituted in 
April 1915 of that year, the plaintiffs 
were Govinda Nand, Daya Nand and Atma 
Nand, all described as “Nanak Shahi Ldasis”, 
residents of Benares city. In Suit No. 3 
of 1914, instituted on the 21st April 1914, 
the plaintiffs were Mahant Dharam Das 
and Saran Das, also described as “Udasis” 
and residents of Benares city. In each 
suit the defendants originally impleaded 
were Sadho Prakash, Makund Prakash and 
Sewa Das, the trustees removed from 
office under the decree of March 1st, 1911, 
the allegation being that they had continued 
in effective possession and management of 
the trust property, in consequence of Baba 
Bichittar Singh’s failure to secure the 
benefits of the decree in his favour. In 
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each suit the plaintiffs at a later stage 
impleaded Mahant Makund Singh and Baba 
Hari Das as persons claiming an interest in 
the matter through Baba Bichittar Singh 
deceased. The plaintiffs in Suit No. 3 of 
1914 went a step further. It appears that, 
after the two suits had been instituted, a 
question was raised by Sadho Prakash and 
the original defendants as to whether this 
sang at at Benares was not to be regarded 
as dependent in some way on what has 
been described as a “parent institution” in 
the city of Amritsar. One Lachhman Prakash, 
as Mahant of a monastery at Amritsar, 
came forward to assert a right of interference 
in the affairs of the trust now in suit. 
He purported to make over the management 
to a body known as the Panchaiti Akhara 
of Udasi Sndhus. Documents were executed 
by Sadho Prakash on the 15th April 1914, 
and by Laohhman Prakash on 28th April 
1914, purporting to give some sort of legal 
colour to these arrangements. The plaint- 
iffs in Suit No. 3 of 1914 proceeded accord- 
ingly to implead, first, Lachhman Prakash 
of Amritsar, and secondly , a group of 
defendants understood to represent the 
Panchaiti Akhara. The plaintiffs in Suit 
No. 2 of 1914 ' refused to implead these 
persons, and resisted a contention that they 
were in any way necessary parties to their 
suit. 

The District Judge has tried the two 
suits together, in the sense that they were 
regularly set down for hearing on the same 
dates. He has written identical judgments 
and passed practically identical decrees in the 
two suits. At the same time he has kept 
the suits distinct and separate in important 
respeots. He has not impleaded the plaintiffs 
in Suit No. 3 as defendants in Suit No. 2, or 
vice versa. He has not merely repelled the 
contention that LachhmanPrakash of Amritsar 
and the representatives of the Panchaiti 
Akhara were necessary parties to Suit No. 2 
of 1914, but he has not apparently even 
considered the question whether it might not 
be advisable for him to bring them on the 
record as persons “whose presence before the 
Court maybe neoessary in order to enable the 
Court effectually and completely to adjudicate 
upon and settle all the questions involved in 
the suit,” under the very wide powers confer- 
red on the Court by the provisions of Order 

I» rule 10 ’ of Code of Civil Procedure. 


Finally, we have failed to discover on the 
record of either suit any formal order to the 
effect that evidence taken in the one suit may 
be treated as evidence in the other. 

The identical deorees passed in two suits 
are to the following effect: — 

(а) Govinda Nand, one of the plaintiffs iu 
Suit No. 2 of 1914, is appointed trustee of the 
disputed trust in succession to Baba Bichittar 
Singh deceased, and the entire trust property 
has been declared vested in him. 

(б) It is declared that all the other parties 
to both the litigations, including, therefore, 
the plaintiffs in Suit No. 3 of 1911 and those 
defendants to that suit who were not im- 
pleaded at all in Suit No. 2 of 1914, “be 
divested of any right or interest” in the trust 
property. 

(c) Govinda Nand is directed to take 
possession of the singat and of the trust 
property, with a declaration that this right 
willdesoend to his successors” after him; and 
there is a brief declaration as to the objects of 
the trust. 

The effect of the procedure adopted in the 
Court below has been to land us in a perfect 
quagmire of legal technicalities. I may say 
at once that these could all have been avoided 
if the learned District Judge had made a 
free and intelligent use of his powers 
under Order I, rule 10, of the Code of 
Civil Procedure. 1 have no doubt that those 
powers ought to have been exercised in 
order to make the plaintiffs in Suit No. 2 of 
1914 defendants in Suit No. 3 of 1914, and 
vice versa. It would also have been advisable 
for all the defendants finally brought upon 
tho record of Suit No. 3 of 1914 to have been 
formally impleaded also in the oouneoted suit. 

In this connection I would add a further 
remark which may be found useful as a 
direction to District Courts in dealing with 
other suits of this nature. There can be 
no doubt that, in appointing a trustee iu a 
suit brought under section 92 of the Code 
of Civil Procedure, the ohoioe of the Court 
is not limited to the array of parties in 
the suit before it. The duty of the Court 
is to appoint the most suitable persons 
available, wdiether originally impleaded in 
the litigation or not. Nevertheless, I think 
that tho person whom the Court proposes 
to appoint should always be formally im- 
pleaded as a defendant before the final decree 
is passed. Tho terms of Order I, rule 10, 
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of the Civil Procedure Code are obviously 
wide enough to justify such an order. 
Indeed I am of opinion that the trial of 
the suit will always be simplified if the 
Trial Court, as soon as it has evidence 
before it suggesting a particular person 
as a suitable trustee, should call upon that 
person to file a written statement, expressing 
his willingness to accept the office and put- 
ting forward his own qualifications. All the 
parties concerned will then have timely 
notice of what is proposed to be done, and 
will not be able to contend in appeal 
that they were taken by surprise, or pre- 
vented from proving that the person even- 
tually appointed to the trusteeship was not 
really qualified for the post. Moreover, the 
Appellate Court will not then be faced by 
the anomaly of having before it an ap- 
peal by an unsuccessful litigant against a 
ecree in favour of a person who was not 

formally a party to the suit in the Court 
before. 

In the two appeals now in question we 
were faced at the very outset by technical 
difficulties regarding the array of parties. 

f p £, al No> 222 of 191 & was filed by 
Mahan Dharam Das, the principal plaintiff 

n buff No 3 of 19U. He impleaded 
as respondents all the persons who had 
been on the record of that suit as de- 
fendants; but he did not implead Govinda 
JNand, the newly appointed trustee, though 
the whole object of his appeal was to 
obtain the reversal of that gentleman’s 
appointment. He was naturally met at the 
ou se by the objection that no order passed 
in an appeal to which Govinda Nand waa 
no party could possibly have the effect of 
reversing the decree in Govinda Nand’s 
avour. On the other hand, the connected 
JMrst Appeal No. 249 of 1915 was filed 
J re P res entatives of the Panchaiti 
Akhara. The objection was at once takec 

at this appeal was technically an appea! 
against the deoree in Suit No. 2 of 1914, tc 

which suit these appellants had not been made 
parties at all. 

We endeavoured to meet these difficulties 
in the first instance by formally adding as 
respondents to each of the appeals all the 
parties to the connected appeal not already 
impleaded in each case; but this did no 
altogether obviate further controversy a: 
to the validity and legal effeot of our order. 


In considering the legal position of the 
parties, as the two records now stand 
before us for disposal, I do not think it 
necessary to invoke the principles laid 
down in Sir T) inshaw v. Sir Jamsetji 
(1) as to the general effect of decrees passed 
in suits under section 92 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure, though I believe those 
principles to be sound. As regards the 
representatives of the Panchaiti Akhara 1 
take it that they have appealed against 
the decree appointing Govinda Nand trustee 
of the property in suit. A decree to 
this effect was passed in Suit No. 3 of 
1914, to which these persons were parties, 
as well as in Suit No. 2 of 1 914, to which they 
were not parties. I am not at all sure that 
these appellants are themselves responsible 
for the fact that their appeal has been 
treated, in the preparation of the record, 
as one solely against the deoree in Suit 
No. 2 of 1914. 1 put my point in this way: 

the appellants in First Appeal No. 249 of 
1915 either have appealed against the deoree 
in Suit No. 3 of 1914, or they have not. 
If they have not, they remain bound by its 
terms; for it was a decree passed in a 
litigation to which they were parties, and 
within the competence of the Court to pass, 
even if Suit No. 3 of 1914 had been the only 
litigation before it. 1 am content to take it 
that these representatives of the Panchaiti 
Akhara are in substance appealing against 
both decrees, or at any rate are undoubtedly 
appealing against the decree which they 
could not afford to ignore, namely, the deoree 
in Suit No. 3 of 1914. The difficulty ao 
to Govinda Nand’s not having been formally 
impleaded in Suit No. 3 of 1914 I would 
lay aside as a mere technicality. I think 
there ought to have been an order formally 
adding him as a defendant in that suit; 
but I hold that when the Court below 
passed a decree appointing him trustee of 
the endowment, a decree which, I must 
repeat and insist upon the point, the Court 
was just as competent to pass in Suit No. 
3 of 1914 as in Suit No. 2 of 1914, it 
did in effect make him a party to the 
former of these suits as well, to this extent 
at any rate that he ought to have been 
impleaded as a respondent in any appeal 

(1) 2 Ind. Oas. 701; 33 B. 509 11 Bom. L. R. 85 5 
M. L. T; 301 
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against the decree in Suit No. 3 of 1914. 
I. therefore, regard the order of this Court 
adding Govinda Nand as respondent to 
First Appeal No. 'I'll of 191 o as one which 
it was within the competence of this Court 
to pass, and which removes any formal 
defect which there might otherwise be 
about the array of parties in this appeal. 

1 now proceed to deal with both these 
appeals on the merits, treating them, in the 
first instance, as if they were both of them ap- 
peals against the decree passed in Suit 
No. 3 of 1914. I propose to pass a 
separate order on First Appeal No. 249 of 
1915, dealing with that appeal on the as- 
sumption that it can be regarded as an 
appeal against the decree in Suit No. 2 of 

1914 . 

In the memorandum of appeal filed by 
Mahant Dharain Das there are nine para- 
graphs. The seventh contains an allegation 
as to the improper exclusion of evidence, 
which was not pressed in argument. The 
eighth attacks the declaration in the decree 
as to the objects of the trust in one small 
matter of detail; the point is of little im- 
portance, bat it has not been shown to 
us that the decision of the Court below 
was wrong. In the ninth there is a 
suggestion that that the wording of the 
decree is defective and that it is not clear 
what the Court below meant by vesting 
the trusteeship in Govinda Nand and his 
successors. I have no doubt the District 
Judge meant that Govinda Nand would 
have the right to nominate a suitable dis- 
ciple or chela to succeed him, just as the 
Mahant had always done during the previous 
history of the foundation. 

The remaining pleas amount to nothing 
more than this, that Govinda Nand is not 
a fit and proper person to be trustee of 
this endowment, and that the appellant 
Dharam Das is. 1 his Question is complicated 
by somewhat vaguely worded pleas asserting 
the right of the appellant to be appointed, 
and suggesting that there has been no 
proper inquiry into “the custom and practice’* 
of this monastery. In this connection 
it seems necessary to lay stress on the 
fact that there is no plea to the effect that 
the ^ property in suit does not appertain to 
a trust oreated for public purposes of a 
charitable or religious nature”, within the 


meaning of section 92 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure. Of course the appellant Dharam 
Das could not possibly take this point; he 
was himself suing under that section. The 
pleadings of Lachhman Prakash of Amritsar 
and of the defendants representing the Pa u- 
chaiti Akhara are perhaps a little ambiguous, 
but I do not find that the right of the 
Court to deal with all the property in 
suit under section 92 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure was ever definitely challenged. 
These 9uits must, therefore, be distinguished 
from all suits in which the position of 
the Mahant of a monastery, or similar as- 
sociation, has been claimed to be that of 
a corporation sole,” or in which the 
litigation has been between persons claim- 
ing as of right that the office of Mahant 
had vested in them and in which none of 
the parties concerned had invoked the pro- 
visions of section 92 of the Civil Procedure 
Code. The law applicable to suits under 
this section is laid down in the case of 
Mahomed Ismail Ariff v. Ahmed Moolla Vaicood 
(2). The Court has “complete discretion” 
in arranging for the management of a trust 
to which this section applies. No doubt 
it is the duty of the Court to take into 
consideration such matters as the wishes 
of the founder” (where these can be as- 
certained), and “also the past history of 
the institution and the way in whioh the 
management has been carried on heretofore;’ 
but the question which we have to determine 
is merely whether there has been a proper 
exorcise of discretion on the part of the 
Court below. That the said Court was with- 
in its jurisdiction in appointing Govinda 
Nand is simply beyond question. 

Nor can any party be heard to plead 
any right purporting to be derived by any 
transfer or devolution from Mahant Sadho 
Prakash of a date subsequent to the decree 
of March 1st, 1911. The effect of 
that decree was finally to divest Sadho 
Prakash and the two defendants impleaded 
along with him of all title to the office of 
Mahant of this sangat, or to the manage- 
ment of this trust, and of all right to 
possession in respect of the trust property. 


(2) nr, 1„<1. f!s»s.3 0; 14 A. L. J. 741; (1910) 1 M. W. 
N. *100; 20 C. W. N. I11S: 20 M. L. T. 110; 18 Horn. 
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From the date of that decree nothing re- 
mained to Sadho Prakash which he could 
transfer to anybody else by deed, or which 
could devolve on any one else by virtue 
of any supposed relinquishment or surrender. 
Moreover, the decree of March 1st 1911 
appointed a new trustee; it thus extinguished 
the right of any person to succeed by in- 
heritance or under the custom of the in- 
stitution, in the event of the death of 
Sadho Prakash or of his voluntarily vacat- 
ing the office. There has in fact been no 
such vacating of the office by Sadho Pra- 
kash; he was removed by the decree of a 
competent Court, and it is sheer contumacy 
on his part to profess to be able to trans- 
fer the trusteeship, or to surrender it in 

favour of any other person, after the date of 
the decree. 

Once these points are clearly apprehended 
there remains no force whatever in First 
Appeal No. 222 of 1915. The reasons given 
by the District Judge for refusing to appoint 
Mahant Dharam Das to the trusteeship 
are perfectly sound. The man was trying 
to run with the hares and hunt with the 
ounds. He actually accepted a deed of 
gift, dated February 1st 1918, from Sadho 
Prakash. and the learned Judge had, in my 
opinion, good reason for regarding him as 
e onging to the ‘'same gang” as Sadho 
rakash and his co-defendants. I strongly 
suspect his suit of having been largely 
collusive, at any rate to this extent that 
i was intended as a counterblast to Suit 
. °' ^ 1^14, and was filed in the hope that 

in any event the management of the trust 
might be retained by the knot of dishonest 
trustees whom the decree of March 1st, 1911, 
was intended to displace. There is r.o force 
in the plea that Govinda Nand was disqaalifi- 
? fh® office of Mahant by anything 

ll J "\ e institution of established customs 
0 this sangat. The learned Judge has, in 
jny opinion, shown due regard to the past 

1 h ^ ^ n3 ^f Q t^ on an d the way in 
which the management had been carried on 

eretofore,” when he decided that the thing 
most to be desired in the interests of the 
trust was the complete and final exclusion 
°f Sadho Prakash and his friends from all 
concern with the management. As regards 
the custom and practice” of the institution, 
the only custom established by reliable 
evidence is that the Mahant for the time 


being has the right to appoint a chosen 
disciple, or chela, to succeed him on his 
death. This custom could not be pleaded 
by any person claiming as heir to Sadho 
Prakash, for reasons already stated. If 
any party to the litigation could set up any 
arguable plea on the basis of this custom, 
it would be those defendants who claimed 
some sort of devolution from Baba Bichittar 
Singh, the trustee appointed by the decree 
cf March 1st, 1911. These defendants have 
not appealed against the decree of the Court 
below, so that their case is not before us and 
need not be discussed. 

I now pass on to consider the pleas taken 
by the appellants in First Appeal No. 249 of 
1915, the representatives of the Panchaiti 
Akhara. 

The one plea in their memorandum of 
appeal about which I have felt a certain 
amount of difficulty is the plea that their 
case was prejudiced by the procedure followed 
in the Court below. The suggestion is that, 
if they had been made defendants in Suit No. 

2 of 1914, they could have produced evidence 
against the fitness of Govinda Nand for 
appointment as trustee, which they were pre- 
cluded from producing by the procedure 
actually followed. I have come to the 
conclusion that there is no real substance 
in this plea. It seems to me that these 
appellants, as defendants in Suit No. 3 of 
1914, had every opportunity of supporting 
the case set up by them, and that this 
case has been rightly decided agaiust them 
on the merits. In view of the manner in 
which the two suits were conducted in the 
Court below, it is absurd to suggest that' 
these appellants did not know that Govinda 
Nand was a candidate for appointment as 
trustee, or that a decree so appointing him 
could lawfully be passed in Suit No. 3 of‘‘ 
1914 as well as in Suit No. 2 of 1914. 
They never took up the position that the 
Mahantship was in fact vacant, and that j 
they were prepared to put forward one of 
their own body as a preferential candidate 
for the office of Mahant, with claims superior 
to those of Govinda Nand. 

They came into the litigation under the 
wing of Lachhman Prakash, the Mahant 
from Amritsar, and their written statement 
requires to be considered along with him. 

It is interesting to notice that Lachhman 
Prakash endeavoured to conceal the- fact 
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that he had taken a deed of transfer from 
Sadho Prakash. He certainly had no 
arguable case on the basis of that deed of 
transfer, but it does not seem to me that 
he even attempted to set up such a case. 
What he said was that he himself, as 
Mahant of an institution known as the 
Chitta Akhara of Amritsar, was the true head 
of the sangat at Benares and manager ot 
the trust in suit. Pie represented the local 
Mahant at Benares as a mere agent of his 
own, appointed by him and removable at 
his pleasure. He alleged that he had, in 

the exercise of his lawful authority, removed 

Sadho Prakash from the management and 
made over the same to the Panchaiti Akhara. 

The present appellants, as representatives 
of this institution, simply associated them- 
selves with the above pleas. They have 
been decided against the appellants by the 
learned Distriot Judge, and the case against 
them is, in my opinion, overwhelming. 
There is no evidence worthy of considera- 
tion of the alleged subordination of the 
Mabants of the Benares Sangat to tho 
so oalled “parent institution” at Amritsar. 

In the suit decided in March 1911 Laohhman 
Prakash, though cognizant of the proceedings, 
never set up any such plea, but on the 
contrary came forward as a candidate for 
appointment by the Court, in the event 
of its removing Sadho Prakash. If it 
were necessary, I should even be prepared 
to hold that the point is concluded against 
Laohhman Praksh by the decree of March 

1st, 1911. 

I think the learned District Judge lias 
taken a substantially correct view of the 
effeot of this previous litigation on the 
present suits. I have said enough to dispose 
of all the points taken in the memorandum 
of appeal now under consideration. The plea 
that the Court below was mistaken in 
holding that the office of Mahant became 
vacant on the death of Baba Biohittar Singh 
might have required consideration, if it had 
been put forward by persons claiming to 
be his heirs and successors under the custom 
of the institution. In the mouth of the 
present appellants it does not mean that 
the office has vested de jure in any such 
heir or successor, but that Biohittar Singh 
(in spite of the decree in his favour) was 
never the Mahant of this institution, and 
that Laohhman Prakash was all. along the ~ 


tiue Mahant. The objections taken by the 
present appellants to the appointment of 
Govinda Nand are substantially those taken 
in the other appeal. If the plea had been 
taken that the learned District Judge had 
acted irregularly in basing his decree (apoint- 

ing Govinda Nand) in Suit No. 3 of 1914 
partly on the strength of evidence recorded 
in Suit No. 2 of 1914, it would have required 

consideration. It could never, in my opinion, 
have been more than a question of form; 
but it has not been taken at all in appeal, 
and we are under no obligation to disouss it. 

I would, therefore, dismiss First Appeal 
No. 222 of 1915 with costs, including fees 

on the higher scale. I would add to the 
same decree a direction that, if First Ap- 
peal No. 249 of 1915 be regarded as an 
appeal against the decree in Suit Nos 3 of 
1914, and in so far as it is susceptible 
of being so regarded, it do also stand dis- 
missed, the question of the oosts of that 
appeal being reserved for. a separate order 
and a further deoree which 1 propose to 
pass on the record of that appeal itself. 

Walsh. J.— See my judgment delivered to- 
day in the connected First Appeal No. 24 

By the Court. — This appeal is dismissed 
with costs including fees on the higher 
scale. It is also directed that if the 
connected First Appeal Nos. 249 of UU 

be legarded as an appeal against the decree 

in Suit No. 3 of 19.4, and in so far as 

it is susceptible of being so regarded, it do 

also stand dismissed. , 

Appeal dismissed. 
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farther or other relief as the nature of the case may 
require ”, meaning of — Separate suits for same trust , 
consolidation of — Judge, power of — Jurisdiction. 

The words “such further or other relief as the 
nature of the case ma) r require” in section 92 of the 
Civil Procedure Code cover every subsidiary order or 
direction on any matter of detail necessary for 
carrying out the main purposes of the section, [p. 184, 
col. 1.] 

Sajedur Raja Chowdhuri v. Gour Mohun Das Batshnav , 
24 C. 418; 12 Ind.Doc. (n.s ) 946, relied upon. 

Where more than two suits in the matter of the 
same trust have been sanctioned and ore brought to 
trial, although with different parties, in the same 
Court, at the same time, on the same subject-matter, 
under the same circumstances and for the same kind 
of relief, a Judge has power under the Civil Procedure 
Code to consolidate the suits, that is to say, for the pur- 
pose of the hearing to merge them into one and treat 
them as one for all practical purposes, [p. 184, col. 1.] 
A Judge making an express order consolidating 
such suits even without the consent of the parties 
acts within his jurisdiction, [p. 184, col. 1.] 

First appeal from the decision of the 
District Judge of Benares, dated the 16th 
March 1915. 

Mr. Harendra Krishna Mukcrji and Hon’ bio 
Dr. Sundar Lai , for the Appellant. 

Messrs. B. E, O' Conor, Gokul Prasad 

and Harbans Sahai , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Piggott, J. — This appeal is in substance 
covered by the orders passed in First 
Appeal No. 222 of 1915*. I think these 
appellants were placed in a difficulty by 
the procedure followed in the Court below, 
and that it is not easy to say whether the 
present appeal is to be treated as one 
against the decree in Suit No. 2 of 1914 or 
against the decree in Suit No. 3 of 

1914, or both. I have made it clear that 
these appellants are bound, and must 
remain bound, by the decree in Suit No. 3 
of 1914, as confirmed by this Court 
in appeal. In view of this fact it is of 

little practical importance what orders are 
passed in respect of the decree in Suit No. 2 
of 1914. In my opinion that decree is open 
to formal objection in that it contains a 

direction that the parties to Suit No. 3, 
including those not impleaded at all in 

Suit No. 2, “be divested of any right or 
interest” in the property in suit. I have 
stated that the procedure followed in the 
Court below was, in my opinion, faulty; but 
having adopted that procedure, the learned 
Distrct Judge should have been consistent. 
My order would be that the words “as 


well as in Suit No. 3” be removed from 
the decree passed in Suit No. 2 of 1914; 
but to avoid all possibility of misunderstand- 
ing, I would add to the decree of this 
Court a declaration that nothing in this 
decree must be deemed to affect or to 
modify in any way the decree passed in 
First Appeal No. 222 of 1915, or the 
rights or liabilities of any of the parties 
concerned under the decree of the Court 

below in Suit No. 3 of 1914. 

I am quite aware that in modifying in 
any way the decree passed in Suit No. 2 
of 1914 we must necessarily disregard 
the objection that the present appellants, 
not having been made parties to that suit, 
have technically no right of appeal against 
that decree. A sufficient answer to this 
would be that the modification may be 
treated as made in the exercise of the revi- 
sional jurisdiction of this Court. 

As regards costs, I would leave the 
appellants in this appeal to bear their own 
costs in this Court and in the Court below, 
permit Swami Govinda Nand to recover his 
costs from the trust property, and affirm 
the order of the Court below leaving all 
other parties to bear thirown costs. 

Walsh, J.— I agree. There are no merits 
in this appeal nor for that matter in 
the other. I think the view contended 
for by the Panchayati Akhara in this 
Court is inconsistent with the attitude 
adopted by them at the hearing of the 
suit. The Judge below has come to a 
reasonable conclusion on the facts and I 
see no reason for differing from him. He 
seems to have taken great pains to find 
out what is best for the trust and o 
have given every one concerned a tull 
hearing. The orders now proposed are 
sufficient to correct any defect in the form 
of the proceedings in the Court below. I 
should have been prepared to go further 
and to add a direction that those in posses- 
sion be ordered to hand over possession of 
all trust property in their possession to the 
successful plaintiff, even though no appeal 
was before us on this point. It is not so 
much a question of the rights of the parties 
as giving effect to the real decision of the 
Court in a matter of serious public concern. 
It seems to me anomalous, to say the least 
of it, that a fresh suit should have to be 
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brought to enforce the order of the Court 
in a matter of this kind. In such case9 
the provisions of the law ought to be, 
and, in my opinion, are strong enough to 
compel actual physical compliance with the 
decision arrived at. As a matter of inter- 
pretation and by analogy to the established 
practice of the Chancery Court in England 
administering trusts, the words “such 
further or other relief as the nature 
of the case may require”, which are 
expressly inserted in section 92 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure, cover every 
subsidiary order or direction on any matter of 
detail necessary for carrying out the main 
purposes of the section. This has been 
dearly recognised in Bengal where the 
High Court with original jurisdiction has 
nocessarily to consider this matter more 
frequently than in the High Court in this 
Province. Vide Sajedur Raja Chowdhuri v. 
Qour Mohun Das Baishnav { 1). 

Further, where more than two suits in a 
matter of this kind have been sanctioned 
by the Legal Remembrancer and are brought 
to trial, although with different parties, in the 
same Court, at the same time, on the sarao 
subject-matter, under the same cir- 
cumstances and for the same kind of relief, 
a Judge has clearly power under the Code 
to consolidate the suits, that is to say, for 
the, purpose of the hearing to merge them into 
one and treat them asone for all practical pur- 
poses. That is in substance what this learned 
Judge did with the tacit consent of those who 
appeared beforehim, representing the different 
parties. In my opinion if he had made an 
express order to the same effect even without 
the consent of the parties, lie would have 
been aoting clearly within his jurisdiction 
and would have been taking what is obviously 
a convenient course. This view is support- 
ed by two very careful judgments, one by 
Mr. Justice Woodroffe in Huknm (Viand 
Boid v. Kamalanand Singh (2) and the other 
by Mr. Justice Mookerjee in Nund Kish ore 

Singh v. Ram Qolam Sahn (3), with every 
word of which I agree. 

Br the Coort. — T he decree of the Court 
below passed in Suit No. 2 of 1914 mo - liri . 


(1) 24 C. 418; 12 Ind. Deo. (n. a ) 94d. 

(2) 33 C. 927; 3 C. L. .1. 07. 

j -i )8 18 CaKe * 207: 40 955 !l ' !»• or.o- 10 
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ed to the extent that the words “as well 
as in Suit No. 2” appearing in the said 
decree are directed to be removed, with 
a declaration added thereto to the effeofc 
that nothing in the said decree must be 
deemed to affect or modify in any way the 
decree passed in First Appeal No. 22 of 
191.), or the rights or liabilities of any of 
the parties concerned under the decree of 
the Court below in Suit No. 3 of 1914. 

The appellants do bear their own costs in 
this Court and in the Court below. Swami 
Govinda Nand is permitted to recover his 
costs from the trust property, and the order 
of the Court below leaving all other parties 
to bear their own costs is alKrmed. 

Decree modified. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1102 of 1914. 

March 21, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Scott- Smith and 
Mr. Justice Broadway. 

NANDA and others - Plaintiffs — 

Appellants 

versus 

JAI CHAND AND OTHERS — DEFENDANTS — 

Respondents. 

Civil Pi need nre Code (Act 1’ of lOOS), 0. XLJ, r. 4, 
applicability of —Appeal, second — Person joined in 
appeal without consent — Issue, objection to, whether can 
he taken. 

Tlio provisions of Order XLI, rulo 4, of the Civil 
Procedure Code, do not apply to n caso where tho 
grounds of appeal are not common to all the appel- 
lants. [p 18ft, col 1.] 

A person who is joined in an appeal without his 
authority cannot. l>e regarded as an appellant, (p. 185, 
col. l.J 

No objection to tho frame of an issue can be enter- 
tained for the first time in second appeal, where the 
issue is wide enough to cover all the grounds of 
attack and defence and all t ho available evidence has 
been produced before the Court, [p. 185, col. 2.] 

Second appeal from the decree of the 
Divisional Judge, Hoshiarpur, dated the 8th 
January 1914, varying that of the District 
Judge, Kangra, dated the 2 1st July 1913, 
decreeing part of plaintiffs* claim. 

The Hon’ble Bakhshi Sohan Lai, R. B., for 
the Appellants. 

Bakhshi Teh (' hand , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT.— This appeal has arisen 
out of ft suit brought by the plaint. ITs- 
appellants against the defendants-respondciJs 
in which they sought to obtain a declara- 
tion to the effect that they were entitled to 
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“graze and rest their cattle in, and to take 
wood from Rakh Majheran of village Sagur,” 
and an injunction directing the defendants- 
respondents not to obstruct them in the 
exercise of the said rights. The Primary 
Court framed the following issue : Does 

the right of easement, as alleged by 
plaintiffs, exist in respect of the area 
in dispute”? and after a consider- 
ation of all the evidence produced by the 
parties and an examination of the wajxb - 
ul arzoi the village came to the conclusion 
that the plaintiffs had established their rights 
and decreed the claim with certain reserva- 
tions. Both the parties were dissatisfied with 
the decree as passed and preferred appeals to 
the learned Divisional Judge, who held that 
out of the plaintiffs appellants only those, 
five in number, who were residents of Tika 
Majheran, were entitled to the rights 
claimed. He accordingly dismissed the suit 
in so far as the other plaintiffs-appellants 
were concerned and granted a modified decree 
in favour of the aforesaid five persons. In 
the decree so granted he made certain 
provisions with regard to the excrise of those 
rights with which we are not now concerned. 
Against the decree of the lower Appellate 
Court the plaintiffs-appellants have preferred 
this second appeal through Mr. Sohan Lai 
and we have heard Mr. Tek Chand on 
behalf of the respondents. 

An objection has been taken to the 
appeal as it stands on the ground that the 
appellants, Ghebru and Jai Kishen, had no 
authority to prefer an appeal on behalf of the 
five persons who reside in Tika Majheran and 
that inasmuch as the grounds of appeal are 
not common, Order XLI, rule 4, Civil Pro- 
cedure Code, cannot be applied. Mr. Sohan 
Lai admitted that he had received instruc- 
tions only from Ghebru and Jai Kishen and 
not from the five residents of Til* a Majheran. 
In these circumstances we must hold that the 
said five persons had not authorised this 
appeal and cannot, therefore, be regarded as 
appellants. 

With regard to the remaining plaint- 
iffs-appellants Mr. Sohan Lai urged that 
the Courts below have wholly misunderstood 
the case and that the issue framed and tried 
did not cover all the claim. He alleged that 
his clients did not claim an easement over 
the land within the meaning of section 26 of 


the Indian Limitation Act but that they 
based their claim on custom. As a matter 
of fact no objection was taken fo the issue 
either in the primary Court or in the grounds 
of appeal to the lower Appellate Court, and 
the issue is clearly wide enough to cover the 
question of custom. A reference to the 
judgments of the Courts below also estab- 
lishes the fact that an enquiry into the 
custom alleged had been made. Mr. Sohan 
Lai also admitted that all the available 
evidence, documentary or oral, had been 
produced by both sides. It is clear that the 
parties have in no way been prejudiced by 
the form in which the issue was settled, and 
they clearly understood what the point at 
issue between them was, vi z., whether there 
was a custom by which the plaintiffs-appel- 
lants were entitled to graze and rest their 
cattle in Rakh Majheran and to cut wood 
therefrom. Mr. Tek Chand then raised the 
further objection that inasmuch as the 
question for decision was one relating to the 
existence of a custom this appeal could not 
be entertained for want of a certificate. Mr. 
Sohan Lai was constrained to admit the 
correctness of this objection. It is clear that 
the question involved in the case was one of 
custom and Mr. Tek Chand’s objection, 
therefore, has force. 

We accordingly reject this appeal 
with costs payable by the plaintiffs-appel- 
lants other than the five who reside in Rakh 
Majheran. 

Appeal rejected. 


MADRAS HTGH COURT. 

FULL BENCH. 

Appeal against Order No. 73 of 1916. 

November 15, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim, 

Mr. Justice Spencer and 
Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 

P. L. S. PALANIAPPA CHETTY alias 
SHANMUGAM C HETTY— Defendant No. 1 

— Appellant 
versus 

P. L. P. P L. PALANIAPPA CHETTY and 
others — Plaintiffs and Defendants Nos. 2 to 

1 2 Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Art T'o/190S\ O. XL, r. 1, 
0. XLI 1 1, cl. (s)— Receiver, order for appointment of, 
without naming person, nature of— Appeal. 

Per Abdur Rahim and Srinivasa Aiyangar, JJ. • no 
pronouncement by n Court that a Receiver should be 
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appointed without naming a specific person is an 
order under Order XL, rulo 1, Civil Procedure Code, 
and is appealable under Order XLIIT, clause (s). [p. 

189, col. l.J 

Venkatasimi v. Stridavamma, 10 M. 179; 3 
Ind. Dec. (n. 9.) 87 6; Cnrsetji Dinshaw Bolton v. 
Gangaram Limbaji Gaik wad, 30 Ind. Cas. 545; 17 
Bom L. R. GSO; Muni Lai v. Jagan Nath, 93 Ind. Cas. 
735, followed. 

Mathura i Drbi v. Shib Dijal Singh Hazari, 3 Ind. 
Cas. 430; Birajan Kooer v. Ram Churn Lull Mahata, 
7 C. 719; 9 C. L R. 203; 3 Ind. Dec. (n. s ) 1011; 

Upendra Nath Nag Chowdhnj v. Bhupendia Nath Nag 

Chowdhnj, 9 Ind. Cas. 532; 13 C. L. J. 157; Sriniva a 
Prosad Singh v. Kesha Prasad Singh, 12 Ind. Cas. 
745; 14 C. L J. 489; Narbada shankar Mugatram v. 
Keraldas Rtiyhunaihdas, 29 Ind. Cas. 504; 17 Bom. 
L. It. 510, dissented from. 

Per Srinivasa Aiyangar, ./.—An order for the 
appointment of a Receiver is as much an order 
‘appointing a Receiver’ as an ordernaming a particular 
person as Receiver and the right of appeal conferred 
by clause (*•) of Order XLIII, Civil Procedure Code, 
against orders under Order XL, rule 1, is not restricted 
to any particular kind of order but against all orders 
under the latter rule. [p. 188, col. 1.] 

Per Spencer , J, dissenting.— An order that a Receiver 
should bo appointed is merely intorlocutory and as 
it cannot be put into operation until some one is 
actually appointed, an appeal against the same is 
premature, fp. 189, col. 2 ] 

Appeal against the order of the Temporary 
Subordinate Judge, Sivaganga, dated the 
25th February 191G, in Interlocutory Applica- 
tion No. 429 of 1915, in Ordinary Suit 
No. 46 of 1915. 

This appeal coming on for hearing on the 
10th and 13th July 1916, upon perusing 
the petition of appeal, the order of the lower 
Court and the material papers in the case 
and upon hearing the arguments of 
Mr. S. Srinivasa Aiyangar (Advocate- 
General) and Mr. K. Bashyam Aiyangar , 
for the Appellant, and of Mr. T. Narasimha 
Aiyangar , for Respondents Nos. 1 to 4, 
Messrs. T. 7?. Ramachandra Aiyar and T. 
R. Rrishaaswami Aiyar , for Respond- 
ents Nos. 5 to 9, Mr. S. E. Sankara Aiyar , for 
Respondents Nos. 10 and 11, Mr. K % Rajah 
Aiyar , for 12th and 13th Respondents, 
Mr. N. Kunjithapatliam Aiyar , for 14th 
Respondent, and Mr. A. V. Viswanadha Sastri , 
for 15th Respondent, the Court 
(Seshagiri Aiyar and Phillips, JJ.) made the 

following 

ORDER OF REFERENCE TO A 
FULL BENCH. 

In this case the Subordinate Judge passed, 
what he calls, a judgment on the 25th 
February 1916 in which he expresses the 


opinion that a Receiver should be appointed, 
and which he concludes by saying: ‘ The 

petition shall stand adjourned ” The 

same day an order in the terms of the 
judgment was issued. Against this order 
an appeal has been preferred to this Court. 
It is admitted that up to the date of the 
presentation of the appeal no Receiver was 
appointed. Mr. T. R. Ramachandrier has 
taken the preliminary objection that no appeal 
lies, as under rule 1, clause (1) 'a) of Order XL, 
Civil Procedure Code, 1908, the order is not 
complete until a proper person is appointed 
Receiver. Me is supported in this contention 
by Narhadashankar Mug at am v. Kevildas 
Ragliunathdas (l) and fjpendra Nath Nag 
Chowdhry v. Bhupenira Nath Nag Chowdhry 

(2): on the other hand, this view will be to a 
certain extent inconsistent with the Full 
Bench decision of this Court in Venkatasami 
v. Stridavamma (3), which holds that 
against the order refusing to appoint a 
Receiver there is an appeal. If an order 
refusing is covered by rule 1, olause (l) Ifl) 
of Order XL, which corresponds to section 
503 (a) of the old Code, it is difficult to 
contend that the order which makes a 
pronouncement that a Receiver should be 
appointed is not within the rule. The 
decision in Venkatasami v. Stridavamma (3) 
wa? accepted as good law in Sangappa v. 
Shivbasawa (41 and in Cnrsetji Dinshaw 
Bolton \. Gangaram Limbaji Gaikwad (5) 
and was not dissented from by the other 
High Courts. 

The practice of this Court, to which the 
learned Advocate-General drew our attention, 
is in accordance with the view that an appeal 
lies against the conclusion to appoint a 
Receiver, though no specific person is 
appointed. 

There is another view which we are 
inclined to adopt. The pronouncement of the 
Court that a Receiver should be appointed 
should bo regarded as an interlocutory 
statement, and until a person is appointed, 
there is no final order under rule 1 of 

(1) 29 Iiul. Cas. 504; 17 Bom. L. R. 610. 

(2) 9 Ind. Cas. 582; 13 C. L. J. 157. 

(3) 10 M. 179; 3 Ind. Deo. (x. s.) 870. 

(4) 24 B. 38; 1 Bom. L. R. 502; 12 Ind. Dec. 
(n. h.) 5G2. 

(5) 30 Ind. C as. 545; 17 Bom L. U. 680. 
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Order XL. If we are right in this opinion, 
the Subordinate Judge had no jurisdiction to 
issue an order on his conclusion that a 
Receiver should be appointed. Our inclina- 
tion is, if this position is correct, to set aside 
the order as having been passed without 
jurisdiction, and to direct the lower Court 
to pass fresh orders on the petition. 

However, as the questions are not free 
from doubt and as there are pronoucements 
of the other Courts wnich are seemingly 
inconsistent with the view of the Full Bench 
in this Court, we submit for the opinion of 
of the Full Bench the following questions: — 

(a) whether the pronouncement of the 
Subordinate Judge that a Receiver should he 
appointed is a final order as contemplated by 
Order XL, rule 1, Civil Procedure Code; 

( b ) and, if so, whether such an order is 


This appeal coming on for hearing as 
per above order, on 30th October 
1916, upon perusing the said Order of 
Reference and the material papers in the 
suit and upon hearing the arguments of the 
Counsel on both sides and the question having 
stood over for consideration till this day, the 
Court expressed the following 

OPINIONS. 

Srinivasa Aiyangar, J. — The substantial 
question referred to us for determination is 
whether an order determining that it is just 
and convenient to appoint a Receiver, i.e ., an 
order for the appointment of a Receiver, 
and before a particular person is selected and 
appointed as such Receiver, is appealable. 

The right of appeal is conferred by 
olause ($) of Order XLIII, which pro- 
vides inter alia that an appeal shall lie from 
an order under rule 1 of Order XL; and that 
rule, omitting the portions not material 
for the present purpose, is in these terms: 
“where it appears to the Court to be just 
and convenient, the Court may by order 
(a) appoint a Receiver.” The question 
is whether the order referred to above is an 

order under this rule. 

When an application is made for the 

appointment of a Receiver, the most im- 
portant question for determination is whe- 
ther it is just and convenient to appoint 
a Receiver in the circumstances, and if the 
Court comes to the conclusion, that it is 


not shown to be just and convenient to 
appoint a Receiver, it must dismiss the 
application. This determination is made 
under rule 1, and there can be no doubt that 
that order is appealable. It was so decided 
in Venkatasami v. Stridavamma (3) on the con- 
struction of the corresponding provision of 
the old Code and as pointed out in Gursetji Din - 
sliaw Bolton v. Gang a ram Limbaji Gaikwad 

(5), the same construction must be placed 
on the similar provision in the new Code. 
The same view has been adopted in 
Allahabad in the recent case of Muni Lai 
v. Jogan Nath (b). But these decisions 
do not throw much light on the present 
question, for it can easily be contended 
that orders declining to appoint a Receiver 
and orders appointing a Receiver are ex- 
haustive of the category of orders con- 
templated by rule 1, as the discretionary 
power to appoint a Receiver, conferred by that 
rule, includes the power to reject an applica- 
tion for such appointment, and nothing more. 
This was apparently the view taken by the 
learned Judges of the Bombay High Court 
in Gursetji Dinshaio Balton v. Gangaram 
Limbaji Gaikwad (5). The above rulings, 
however, emphasize the fact that the right 
of the appeal is not restricted to any 
particular kind of order under rule I and 
an appeal lies against all orders under that 

rule. m . 

That an order determining that it is 

just and convenient to appoint a Receiver 
is an order , can, I think, scarcely admit of 
doubt; and the practice of the English 
Courts by which first an order is made for the 
appointment of a Receiver in Court, leaving 
the selection of the person to be appointed to 
be settled in Chambers, is conclusive of the 
question. The determination is, I think, more 
than ‘a mere interlocutory statement’, if that 
phrase means an expression of opinion, 
for there oan be no doubt that the Court 
which determined that it was necessary 
to appoint a Receiver cannot change it of 
its own accord without a review or other 
proper proceeding. I also think that the 
Subordinate Judge in this case, on his 
determination that a Receiver should be 
appointed, was entitled to issue an order. 
In Nothard v. Proctor (7) the order ap- 

(6) 33 Ind. Cas. 735. T 

(7) (1876) 1 Ch. D. 4; 45 L- J. Oh. 302; 33 L. T, 

709; 24 W. R. 34. 
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pealed against appears to be an order for 
the appointment of a Receiver and not 
an order appointing a particular person as 
Receiver and no question was raised that 
it was not a .judgment or order. If it is 
an order, the order is certainly one under 
Order XL, rule 1, as the Court determines the 
question of the necessity for the appointment 
of a Receiver under this order. Reference 
was made to section 91 of the Code as con- 
ferring the power to appoint a Receiver, 
but it is to be observed that that power 
can be exercised only if rules provide for 
such exercise and in accordance with those 
rules. 

Even if I am wrong in this, and if the 
orders under Order XL, rule 1, can only 
be of two classes, one rejecting applications for 
Receivers, and the other, orders appointing 
Receivers. I agree with the contention of 
the learned Ad vocate-Oeneral that an 
order for the appointment of a Heceiver 
is as much an order ‘appointing a Receiver,’ 
as an order naming a particular person 
as Receiver. In England an appeal is al- 
lowed without leave from an order ap- 
pointing a Receiver and I can find no res- 
friction of the right, in the decided cases, 
to cases where a Receiver is named in the 
order of the Court, or to orders passed 
in Chambers appointing a particular person. 
In a majority of cases, the appeal will be 
directed against the determination that it 
is necessary to appoint a Receiver rather 
than against the particular person appoint- 
ed, as the person to be appointed is very 
often a matter of agreement between the 
parties. This construction may, no doubt, lead 
to a multiplicity of appeals as was pointed 
out in Narbadashankar Mugatram v. Kevaldas 
Uaghunathdas (I), but I do not see how that 
can be avoided in any view; for instance one 
man may be appointed Receiver, and after 
appeal filed, he may resign and another 
appointed. In fact the learned Pleader 
who argued that the order was not ap- 
pealable said that if after an appeal, the 
person appointed as Receiver resigned or 
ceased to be Receiver, the appeal abated, 
though the grounds of appeal may have 
been solely directed to challenging the 
necessity for the appointment of any 
Receiver. On the other hand, I do 
not see any purpose in compelling a 
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party to wait till the Receiver is ap- 
pointed and if, as held in Sriniuas Prosad 
Singh v. Kesho Prasad Singh (8) the 
appointment is not complete till the Receiver 
has completed the security, till such completion. 
If the order of appointment is discharged 
by the Appellate Court all the expense 
incurred in giving security will be thrown 
away. In Perry v . Oriental Hotels 
Company (9), where there was first an 
order by the Vice-Chancellor ordering 
the appointment of a Receiver and an order 
in Chambers appointing a particular person, 
L. J. Gifford, in appeal, though he dis- 
charged the order appointing the particular 
person, directed the successful appellant to pay 
the costs of the recognizances, remarking that 
the appellant should have come to the Court 
of Appeal before the recognizances were 
entered into. 

There may again be a difficulty in 
ascertaining the date of appointment of a 
Receiver and the date may become impor- 
tant for calculating the period of limitation 
for appeal. The order appointing a named 
person a9 Receiver may appoint him Receiver 
and direct him to give security within a limited 
time, or may make the appointment eondi- 
tional on giving security (Seton, Eorm No. 5, 
page i 27, No. 1, page / 1> 7 ) . In the former 
case if the person appointed does not give 
the security lie may cease to be Receiver 
and any appeal presented in the meantime 
would become useless. In the latter case on 
security being completed no further order 
may be passed except the issuing of a war- 
rant of appointment. t'he English practice 
appears to be, not to pass or enter the order 
till the security is completed: tiidout v. Fowler 
(10), but under the code procedure in the 
mofussil there is no such practice. In such 
a case what is the date of the order appoint- 
ing a Re; e ver?' In some cases and for some 
purposes on the completion of the security 
the appointment relates back to the date 
when it was made. Kerr on Receivers, page 

163. 


Erom the Forms printed in Seton, it will 
be seen that an ‘order appointing a Receiver’ 
includes an order directing that a proper 


(S) 12 Iml. Cus. 745; 1 tt\ L. J. 480. 

(H) (1870) 5 Oh. App. 4.0; 23 L. T. 525; 18 W. R. 

i t y. 



(10) (loot) 
T. 147. 


1 ( h. (158 at p,(ki>; 73 b. J. Oh. 325; 9J 
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person be appointed Receiver, as well as an 
order appointing a named person (cf. Forms 
Nos. 13 and 19 with Nos. 16, 20, 28, section 
1, Chapter XXXH). It is not, therefore, 
improper to speak of an order ‘for the 
appointment of a Receiver’ as an order 
appointing a Receiver’ within the meaning 
of Order XL, rule, 1. 

It has been the practice of this Court to 
allow appeals from these orders and I see no 
sufficient reason to hold that on the construc- 
tion of the relevant rules and Orders this 
practice is illegal. 

A different view has been taken in Calcutta 
first by Chitty and Richardson, JJ., in 
Mathuria Debi v. Shib Dyal Singh ltazan 
(11), where the learned Judges purported to 
follow the decision in Birajan Kooer v. 
llam Churn Lall Mahata (12), which was an 
appeal against an order or expression of 
opinion by a Subordinate Judge submitting 
the name of a person to be appointed as 
Receiver under section 505 of the old Code. 
The order appointing a Receiver had to be 
made under section 503 and under section 
588 an appeal was allowed only against orders 
under section 503. 

Section 505 of the old Code is now 
repealed and with all respect, the order 
appealed against in Biraj an Kooer v. Ram 
Churn Lall Mahata (12) has nothing in 
common with the order in the present case. 
In Ipendra Nath Nag Chowdhry v. Bhupendra 
Rath Nag Choivdhry (2) Mookerjee and 
Teunon, JJ., held that an order not 
appointing a named person as Receiver is 
not appealable and the learned Judges came 
to that conclusion on the ground that an 
appeal lies only from a final order appointing 
a Receiver; and in the later case of Srinicas 
Prosad Singh v. Kfsho Prosad Singh (8) 
Mookerjee, J., delivering the judgment of 
the Court explained that there is no final or 
appealable order in cases where security is 
required from the Receiver, before the com- 
pletion of the security. With all respect I 
am unable to accept this interpretation of 
the rule, for the reasons whioh I have already 
Riven. Iu Bombay the view of the Calcutta 
High Court has been adopted in Narbada - 
shankar Mugairam v. Kevaldas Raghunath- 

das (1). Though the learned Judges came to 

(11) 3 Ind. Cas. 430. 

02) 7 C. 719; 9 C. L. It. 203; 3 Ind. Dec. (n. s. 
1011. 


the conclusion that an order for the appoint- 
ment of a Receiver is an order and also an 
order under Order XL, rule, 1, yet for the 
purpose of appeal, only an order appointing 
a particular person is an order under rule 
1. As an order rejecting an application for 
Receiver would also be appealable as an order 
under rule 1, the Bombay High Court, as I 
have already said, apparently holds that only 
two kinds of orders fall within the category 
of orders under Order XL, rule 1. I am 
not sure this is right and in any event I 
am not able to adopt the construction placed 
on the words ‘order appointing a Receiver.’ 

In Ramjiv . Roman Das ( 3) Chamier and 
Piggott, JJ., appear to take the same view, 
though as pointed out iu the judgment, the 
order under appeal there was peculiarly 
worded. 

In the face of such weighty authority 
against my construction of the section, 1 
venture to express my opinion with great 
diffidence; but having come to a clear con- 
clusion in the matter, and seeing that the 
question involved is really a question of prac- 
tice which can be changed if necessary by 
the High Courts by rule3, I would answer 
the questions referred to us as follows: — 

(а) The pronouncement of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge that a Receiver should be ap- 
pointed is an order under Order XL, rule land 

(б) is appealable under Order XLII1, 
clause (s). 

Anoint Rumi, J. — 1 agreein the conclusion 
arrived at by Srinivasa Aiyangar, J. 

Spencer, J. — 1 am of opinion that an 
appeal is premature if preferred before a 
Receiver has been appointed by name, for 
the reason that until that is done the order 
is merely interlocutory and does not com- 
pletely dispose of the petition to appoint. 
At first sight it would appear impossible 
to contend that when a Court decides that 
a Receiver should be appointed but does not 
appoint, the order of the Court is one appoint- 
ing a Receiver. It is, however, argued that 
if an order refusing to appoint which is 
passed without naming a person is appeal- 
able, an order directing a Receiver to be 
appointed without naming any one for the 
appointment must also be appealable. 1 
cannot see that this is a logical consequence. 
The difficulty seems to have arisen out of 

(13) 27 Ind. Cas. 646; 13 A. L. J. 79. 
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he rulings which liave decided that a refusal 
to appoint is appealable as an order made 
under Order XL (l) (a). This declares, 
“where it appears to the Court to be just 
and convenient, the Court may by order 
appoint a Receiver of any properly whether 
before or after decree.’ 5 When a Court 
altogether refuses to appoint a Receiver there 
is no question of the person to be selected 
as Receiver, and the proceedings have reached 
a further stage of finality than they have 
•when a pronouncement is made that a 
Receiver must be appointed without appoint- 
ing any one. A refusal to appoint necessarily 
disposes of the application to appoint but 
the other order does not do so. This may 
be seen from the instance out of which this 
reference has arisen. The Subordinate Judge, 
after recording his opinion that a Receiver 
should be appointed, adjourned the petition 
for a week to consider the questions (1) 
who should be appointed Receiver and (2) 
what instructions ought to be given him. It 
is easily conceivable that in certain circum- 
stances there might be no objection to the 
appointment of a Receiver and yet there 
might be strong objections to the particular 
person- selected for the office, as when one 
of the parties to the suit is made a Receiver. 
In other cases the opposing party may bo 
indifferent to the personality of the nominee 
and may take his stand entirely cn the 
question whether the occasion is a tit one 
for taking the control of the property out 
of the hands of the person in possession. 
I doubt whether it can have boon the in- 
tention of the Legislature to allow two 
appeals, one from the first decision as to 
the need of a Receiver and another from 
the final order appointing a detinito person 
by name to the office. It seems to me that 
such a procedure would involve a multiplicity 
of proceedings, a result which it is always 
desirable to avoid where possible. No one 
who wishes to appeal can complain of hav- 
ing to wait till a Receiver is actually select- 
ed, as the interval between the decision to 
appoint and the selection of an individual 
is unlikely to be long and in practice the 
Courts should generally be able to make 
them both simultaneous. If there is an 
interval, nobody’s interests are prejudiced 
by waiting, as possession of property cannot 
be transferred until it is known who is to 
take it over. 
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An order that a Receiver should be 
appointed is in fact not an order that can 
be put into operation until some one is actually 
appointed. 

I should, therefore, hesitate before 
attributing to the Legislature an intention to 
provide rights of appeal against incomplete 
and ineffective orders, even if the literal 
wording of the Code were not also against 
such a construction. 

1 am not much impressed by the next 
argument which is based on the tentative 
character that an order of appointment bears 
until security is actually furnished by the 
person appointed. 

Whatever may be the practice in English 
Courts, the practice in India is to appoint 
a Receiver subject to his giving security 
to the satisfaction of the Court. Not only 
is there nothing forbidding this practice 
but the form of the warrant prescribed in 
Appendix F, Form (3, of the Code of Civil 
Procedure shows the practice to be correct. 
This warrant cannot be issued until an 
individual has been selected, as it is to be 
addressed by name to the person appointed 
in these words: — "you are hereby (subject 
to your giving security to the satisfaction of 
the Court) appointed Receiver,” etc. 

Of necessity the order of appointment 
must precede the giving of security, for till 
then it is not known who must give it aud 
what is its extent. But an order is not 
the less a tinal order because it is conditional. 
Of course if a person appointed does not 
furnish security as directed, it may be 
necessary for the party applying for a Re- 
ceivership order to put in a fresh petition 
nominating another person. The Court will 
not act in the matter without boing moved. 
On the fresh application being admitted, the 
Court will consider it and pass orders, and 
this will naturally give rise to a fresh right 
of appeal. The costs incurred in giving 
security will usually be tritling in this 
country in the mofussil and at any rate 
they are incidental to the proceedings. 

1 am thus of opinion that the matter of 
furnishing security has no beariug on the 
questions before us, and with due respect 1 
consider that the case of Srinivas Prosad Sitigh 
v. Kesko Prosad Singh (S), which decided that 
the order of appointment of a Receiver must 
date from the date of the person appoint- 
ed giving the required security, is not food 
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law under the present Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure. If the date of appointing a Receiver 
by name subject to his giving security be 
taken as the date from which to calculate 
the time for preferring an appeal under 
Order XL1II, rule 1 (s), then there will 
be no difficulty in ascertaining the date, as 
my learned brother Srinivasa Aiyangar, J., 
apprehends, for such appointments are made 
in open Court by the Courts in India and 
are dated on their pronouncement. 

I may also observe that the Code contains 
another indication that such matters are 
intended to be subsidiary to the main order, 
in that no appeal is provided against direc- 
tions under Order XL, rules 2 and 3, rela- 
tive to the remuneration to be paid to and 
the security to be furnished by a Receiver 
appointed under rule 1 of the same order. 

I will now proceed to consider the reported 
cases. On the point we have to decide, 
they are all one way. In this High Court 
alone there is hitherto no reported case 
directly on the point. 

It has been decided in Calcutta in Upendra 
Nath Nag Chowdhry v. Bhupeddra Nath Nag 
Chowdhry (2) and in Mathuria Debt v. 
Shib Dyal Singh Hazari (11) that the 
making of a Receivership order without 
nominating the Receiver is an interlocutory 
order and not appealable. 

In Bombay and Allahabad the same 
conclusion has been reached in Narbada- 
shankar Mugatram v. Kevaldas Raghunatli - 
das (1) and Ramji v. Roman Das (13). 

The oases of Venkatasami v. Stridavamma 
(3) which overruled Subramanya 
Chetti v. Appasami Nayak (14) and of 
Sangappa v . Shivbasawa (4) and of Cursetji 

inshaw Bolton v. Gangaram Limbaji Gaik wad 
(5) deal with a different question, viz., whe- 
ther an order refusing to appoint a Receiver 
is appealable. The learned Judges considered 
the effect of a decision come to by a 
Subordinate Court under section 505 of the 
old Code, which finds no place in the 
present Code. So far as they involve the 
principle that a mere determination to appoint 
a Receiver is not appealable, these cases 
support the view taken by me. 

As regards the non-appealable nature 
of interlocutory orders, Srinivas Prosad Singh 


v. Kesho Prosad Singh (8) is also to the 

same effect, but as already observed, it 

goes too far in treating conditional 

appointments as inoperative and, therefore, 
not final orders. 

As the practice in England of first making 
an order in Court for the appointment of 
a Receiver and afterwards settling in 
Chambers who is to be appointed, differs 
from the practice of Indian Courts of 
appointing Receivers by name in open 
Court, we cannot get much assistance from 
English cases or from English books of refer- 
ence. In India in matters of procedure Courts 
are governed by the Code. The answer to the 
reference must, therefore, simply depend on 
the interpretation to be placed on the language 

of the Order in the Code of Civil 
Procedure. 

^ Instances have been cited in which this 
Court has heard appeals in cases where no 
Receiver had at the time of appeal been 
appointed by name; but when no objection 
was raised to the maintainability of the 
appeal, these can be no guide as to 
what the law is on the subject. 

I agree with the opinion expressed by 
the two learned Judges who made the 
reference and with the decisions of the 
Calcutta, Allahabad and Bombay High 
Courts, and I would answer both questions 
referred to us in the negative. 

Reference answered in the affirmative. 

V.R.P. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

First Appeal from Order No. 28 of 1916. 

January 4, 1916. 

Present ; — Mr. Justice Piggott and 
Mr. Justice Walsh. 

MAHABIR KASAIMDHAN — Defendant 

— Appellant 
versus 

MAKHDUM BAKHSH and others — 
Plaintiffs— Respondents. 

Transfer of Property Act (IV of 1882), s. 59 —Mort. 
gage, execution of— Executant, illiterate— Execution, 
proof of. 

Where a mortgage-deed purports to have been 
executed by the executant’s affixing his mark to the 
same, it must be proved not merely that the mark 
is that of the executant, but also that it was affixed 
to the deed in the presence of witnesses, f p. 192 
col. ].] * 


(14) 6 M. 356} 2 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 528. 
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First appeal against the order of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Jaunpur, dated the 15th 
January 1916. 

Dr. S. M. Sttlaivian , for the Appellant. 

Mr. Iqbal Ahmad, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT.— This is an appeal from an 
order of remand. The suit was on a mort- 
gage. The contesting defendant, who is a 
transferee from the original mortgagor, put 
the plaintiff to proof of the execution and of 
the validity of the deed in suit, as well as of 
the passing of the consideration The first 
Court held that the execution of the deed was 
proved, but it was not proved that it was 
attested by two witnesses as required by sec- 
tion 59 of the Transfer of Property Act The 
lower Appellate Court has held that the 
attestation by two witnesses was proved. If 
this had come before us as a clear finding of 
fact on the part of the lower Appellate Court, 
it is doubtful whether we could have inter- 
fered with it, but the learned Subordinate 
Judge arrives at his conclusion by a method 
of reasoning which is apparent from the 
judgment itself. He admits that no witness 
deposed that the mark of the executant 
Phagu, by which the said Phagu, being 
illiterate, purports to have executed the deed 
in suit, was affixed to the document in the 
presence of the said witness. There is no 
evidence on the record to that effect. The 
learned Subordinate Judge says that it is 
proved, by a witness named Makhdum 
Jiakhsh, that the signature of the executant 
Phagu was appended to this document by the 
scribe of the document at Phagu’s request, 
and he refers to the case of lJeo Xarain 

llai v. Kukur Bind (1) as proving that 
this is sufficient execution. As a matter 

of fact the document with which we have 
to d>al in the present case dees not 
purport to have been executed by the 
scribe’s writing the name of Phagu, on 

behalf of Phagu, at the request of the 
said executant. It distinctly purports to 
have been executed by Phagu’s affixing 
his mark to the same. What follows 

below the mark is merely a statement, 
certified as being? in the handwriting of 
the scribe, to the effect that the above 
is the mark of Phagu and that the said 
Phagu admits having executed the deed in 
question and received the consideration there- 

(1) 24 A. 319; A. W. N. (1902) 127. 



for. In the absence of any evidence that 
Phagu’s mark was affixed to this document 
in the presence of any witness, the finding of 
the lower Appellate Court seems to be an 
impossible one. The decision of the first 
Court is right. We allow this appeal, set 
aside the order of the lower Appellate Court 
and restore the decree of the Court of first 
instance with costs here and in the Court 
below. Costs in this Court will include fees 
on the higher scale. 

Appeal allowed. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 
Letter* Pateet Appeal No. 120 of 1916. 

November 1, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim, 
Mr. Justice Spencer and 
Mr Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 

G ANG ADARA MUD AU — Defendant- 

Appellant 


versus 

SAMBASIVA MUD ALT — Plaintiff — 

Respondent. 

Regist ration Act (XVI of 19CHJ, s. 77 — 'Refusal to 
register', meaning of — Suit to enforce registration — Juris • 
diet ion of Court — Limitation. 

An order of a Registrar refusing to accept a docu- 
ment for registration on the ground that it was time- 
barred, is a ‘refusal to register’ within the meaning of 
section 77 of the Registration Act, and entitles the 
aggrieved party to sue for the enforcement of regis- 
tration under the section, [p. 193, col. 2.] 

There is no substantial distinction between refusal 
to accept a document for registration and a refusal to 
register within the moaning of section 77 read with 
sect ions 76 and 72. j p. 193, col. 2 ] 

Narasimha Xayanevaru v. Ramahngama Rao, 10 M 
L. J. 104; Siearama Pattar Kariakar v. Krishna 
Iyer, 23 Jnd. Cas. 23; 2>M. L. J. 307; 15 M. L. T. 
23 h followed. 

Kunhinnnu v. Vujyathamma , 7 M. 535; 8 Ind. Jur. 
499; 2 Ind Dee (n s ) 955, distinguished. 

(7 angava v. Sayava , 21 B. 699; 11 Ind. Dec. (n. 8.) 
470; lialamhal Annual v. Arunnchala Chetti , 68 M. 255; 
6 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 527; IVtframma v. Abbiah , 18 M. 99; 
6 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 418, not approved. 

The time for tiling a suit under the section should 
he computed from the date of the appellate order 
of the Registrar refusing to register under section 
72 or section 76, and not from the date of any prior 
order refusing to extend time. [p. 193, col, 2.] 

Appeal, under clause 15 of the Letters 
Patent, against the judgment of Mr. 
Justice Seshagiri Aiyar, reported in 34 Ind, 
Cas. 769, prefeircd against the decree of tbe 
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Court of the Temporary Subordinate Judge, 
Tanjoie, in Appeal Suit No. 113 of 1914 
(0. S. No. 71 of 1913 on the file of the Court 
of the District Munsif, Tiruturaipundi). 

FACTS cf the case appear from 34 Ind. 
Cas. 769. 

Mr. A. V. Viswanatha Stittn , for the Appel- 
lant. The Act clearly draws a distinction 
between accepting a document for registra- 
tion” and registering.” 

[Abdur Rahim, J. — I cannot conceive 
what possible difference there could be 
between “refusal to accept for registration” 
and a refusal to register”.^ 

The Act clearly draws such a distinction 
between accept ins a document for registra- 
tion and registering. Sections 23 to 27 
prescribe the time for presentation for 
registration. Sections 28 to 31 describe 
the place of registration. Sections 32 to ; 6 
Part Vll-Part X[ describe merely the pre- 
liminary process for registration. It is only 
after all these preliminaries are complied 
with that the duties of the Registering Officers 
commence. The duly of Registering Officers 
commence only from section 58. It is only 
when he records a “refusal to register,” that 
an appeal will lie to the District Registrar and 
against such an order a suit will lie. In this 
oase what happened was that the document 
was not admitted for registration. It is simply 
a preliminary act of the Sub- Registrar 
whether to accept it or not. He refused to 
accept it. It 1*3 only when the procedure 
prescribed in sections 58 to 63 is complied 
with that there can be a refusal to register. 
Ahe following oases clearly support my view. 

angava v. bayava (1), Kunhimmn v. 
ViVVathamma (2), Balambal Ammal v. 

rwnac ala Chefti (3) and Veeramma v. 
Abbiah (4). 

Mr. K. S. Ramabha<1ra Aiyar ( Amicus 
jurse).' The order is in effect one to refuse 

° , re ^ s ^ er * Though the preli minaries are 
° e complied with by the Sub-Registrar, it 
a P ar ^ °f his duty and his order directing 
o apply for extension of time is a refusal to 
register. Narasimha Nayanevaru v. Ramalinga- 
ma Rao (5), Sivarama P attar Kariakar v. 

11 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 470. 

955 ' ' 8 Ind. Jur. 409; 2 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 

(3) 18 M. 255; 6 Ind Dec. (n. s.) 527. 

, (4) 18 M. 99; 6 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 418. 

(• r >) 10 M. L. J. 104. 


CASKS. 


Krishna Iyer (6) and Kudrathi Begum v. 
Najibunnessa (7) clearly support ray view. 

JUDGtMFjNT. — W e agree with Seshagiri 
Aiyar, J., that this case falls within section 
77 of the Registration Act. This is in 
agreement with the interpretation adopted by 
our Court in Narasimha Nayanevaru v. Rama - 
lingama Rao (5) and Sivaiama Pattar 
Kariakar v. Krishna Iyer (6), and we also 
may point out that the rules framed under 
the Act are in accordance with this view. 

A contrary view, it is true, has prevailed 
in Gangava v. Bayava (1), but the fallacy of 
the reasoning in that case, if we may say so 
with respect, lies in thinking that there is' 
any substantial distinction between refusal 
to accept a document for registration and a 
refusal to register within the meaning of 
section 77 read with sections 76 and 72. Here 
the District Registrar did in fact refuse to 
direct registration of the document and none- 
theless so because he made no enquiry as 
to whether the document was executed or 
not, proceeding on the ground that the 
document was in his opinion presented out 
of time. 

We may mention that a ruling referred to 
at the Bar as Kunhimmn v. Viyyathamma (2) 
can be distinguished on the ground that the 
appeal to the Registrar in that case having 
been presented after the expiry of the 
prescribed period, it was considered as if 
there was no appeal and admittedly where 
there has been no appeal to the Registrar, no 
suit will lie under section 77. There are also 
some observations in Balambal Ammal v. 
Arunachala Chetti (3) and Veeramma v. 
Abbiah (4) which might be taken to support 
the interpretation put upon section 77 in 
Gangava v. Sayava (1), but they are in the 
nature of obiter dicta. 

It is also argued that the suit is barred. But 
time should be computed from the order of 
the Registrar dated 1st February 1913, when 
on appeal he refused to direct the registration, 
and not from his previous order refusing to 
extend time. 

The appeal is dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 

v. r. p. 

(6) 23 Ind. Cas. 23; 26 M. L. J. ?07; 15 Af. L. T. 

233. 

{ 7) 25 C. 93; 13 Tijd. Dec. (n. s.) 63. 
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BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 
Original Civil Jurisdiction Suit No. 1450 

of 1915. 

February 3, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Maoleod. 

Raja Bahadur SHIVLAL MOTILAL— 

Plaintiff 


versus 

BIRDICHAND JIVRAJ and another— 

Contract Act (/Xofl872>, **. 233, 43 -Principal and 
agent — Agent -personally liable — Principal , undisclosed 
Quit against agent — Suit , subsequent, against princi- 
pal, whether maintainable — Interpretation of Statutes — 

Illustration to section, value of. 

A plaintiff who has a right to sue both an agent- 
and his principal under section 233 of the Contract 
Act is not competent, after he has sued one of them 
to judgment, to sue the other in a second suit . [p. 

199, col. 2.] A 

Section 233 of the Contract Act enacts substantive 

law laying down who shall be hold liable, and not 

adjective law, defining the procedure by which the 

liability may be enforced. This section merely 

creates a joint liability so that judgment may be 

obtained against both principal and agent, [p. 19G, 

col. 2; p. 197, col. 2.] . .. 

The illustration to section 233 shows that, the 
words “hold them both liable” mean that the party 
dealing with the agent can join both the agent and 
the principal in one suit, and there is no suggestion 
that if he does so he is only entitled to a decreo 
against one or the other and not against both. [p. 197, 

col. 2.] 

Section 233 of the Contract Act gives the party 
dealing with an agent who is personally liable a 
double form of election. Ho can chooso between 
suing both principal and agent jointly or electing to 
sue one of them. So that in any case if he sues 
one to judgment a suit against the other will be 
barred. But if bo sues both and one consents to 
judgment that cannot bo a bar to bis continuing the 

suit* against the other, [p. 199, col. 2 ] 

The real effect of section 43 of the Contract Act, 
is to deprive a co-contractor sued alone of bis right 
to have his co-contractor joined with him in tho 
action. It enables the plaintiff to get a decree against 
the one if he does not wish to or will not join the 
other; it does not enablo him to tile separate actions 
against both. It does not deprive tho second co- 
contractor of his right to plead the previous judg- 
ment, or split up one cause of action into as many 

•auses of action as there aro joint contractors. jq>. 199, 
col. 2.] 

Case-Law discussed. 

The proper course in the construction of a Statute 
is in tho first instance to examine the language of the 
Statute and to ask what is its natural meaning unin- 
fluenced by any considerations derived from the 
previous state of the law, and not to start with 
inquiring how tho law previously stood, and then, 
assuming that it was probably intended to leave it 
unaltered, to see if the words of tho enactment will 
bear an interpretation in conformity with this view. 

[p 196, col. 1.] 


Norendra Nath Sarcar v. Kamalbasini Dasi , 23 I. A. 

18 at p. 26; 23 C. 563; 6 M. L. J. 71; 6 Sar. P. C. J. 

667- 12 Ind. Dec (n. s.) 374 (P. C ,)\ Bank of England 
v Vagliano, (1891) A. C. 107; 60 L. J. Q. B. 145; 64 L. 

T. 353; 39 W. R. 657; 55 J. P. 676, relied upon. 

The Indian Contract Act does not profess to bo a 
complete code dealing with the law relating to 
contracts. It purports to do no more than to define 
and amend certain parts of that law. [p 196, col. 1.] 
Irrawaddy Flotilla Company v. Bugwandas , 18 I. A. 

121- 18 C. 620; 6 Sar. P. C. J. 40; 15 Ind. Jur. 403 & 

542- 9 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 413 (P. CJ, relied upon. 

An illustration to a section ought never to be 
allowed to control the plain meaning of tho section 
itself and certainly it ought not to do so when tho 
effect would be to curtail a right which the section 
in its ordinary sense would confer, [p. 196, col. l.J 

Mr. Inverarity (with him Mr. Strangman , 
Advocate-General, and Mr. T)esai') t for the 

Plaintiff. v 

Mr. Kang a (with him Mr. Jiuncih) , for 

Defendant No. 1. 

JUDGMENT.— The facts of this case are 
no longer in dispute. In June 1913 the 
plaintiff advanced a large sum of money to 
one Bansidhar Mungtumal on the security 
of 2,000 shares in the Specie Bank. As the 
market rate for the shares was falling the 
plaintiff called upon Bansidhar to pay margin. 

On the 6th Ootober 1913, Rs. 12,000 were 
paid as margin and in November, 295 
shares of the Bank were handed to the 
plaintiff by way of further margin. These 
shares were not transferred into the plaint- 
iff’s name. The plaintiff sold 185 shares 
which were transferred into the name of 
the purchasers. Transfers signed by the 
Bombay Merchants Bank as vendors and 
by the plaintiff as purchaser for 100 shares 
were lodged with the Bank so that the shares 
might be transferred to the plaintiff’s name. 
Transfers for the remaining 10 shares were 
not signed by the plaintiff. 

On the 29th November 1913, an order 
was made for the winding-up of the Bank. 

On the 6th February 1914, the plaintiff 
filed a suit against Bansidhar for the amount 
due on the aooount between them and. for 
a declaration that the said Bansidhar was 
bound to indemnify the plaintiff against all 
liability in respect of the uncalled amount of 

capital on the shares pledged. 

On the 20th February, Bansidhar was 

adjudicated insolvent. 

On the 9th June, a decree was pissed 
in plaintiff’s favour for Rs. 82,924-8-7 with 

costs and further interest and the defendant 
was ordered to indemnify the plaintiff 
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against any calls that might be made by 

the Official Liquidator on the 3 aid 2,000 
shares. 

No dividend has been declared or is likely 
to be declared by the Official Assignee on 
the estate of Bansidbar. After this decree 
bad been passed, the plaintiff discovered that 
Bansidhar bad been acting as the agent for 
the present first defendant, 

He had also had to pay to the Offioial 
Liquidator the sum of one lakh in respect 
of a call made on the contributories of the 
Bank under an order of the Court. 

He filed this suit on the 23rd December 

noT- , ag . aiu . 3t Birdicbaud Jivraj and the 
Umcial Assignee praying (1) that the first 
defendant might be ordered to pay the 
sa.d sum of Rs. 82,924-8.7 with interest 

fr ° m cl th ® 9th J une 1914 and the costs of the 

suit filed against Bansidhar. 

(2) That the first defendant might be 

ordered to pay the said sum of one lakh with 
interest. 

(3) That the first defendant might be 
ordered to indemnify him in respect of all 

® be required to pay in respect 

oi the 110 shares. 

(4) That the first defendant might be 

? r t° C08 * s an order made 

Y e Insolvency Court granting leave to 

join e Official Assignee as a party to the 


The real issue in the case is whether 
the plaintiff, having sued Bansidhar to 
judgment in Suit No. 172 of 1914, is entitled 
to maintain this suit against the first 
defendant. 

The same point was raised in the suit 
filed by the Standard Bank. But it was 
proved in that case that the Standard 
Bank had before obtaining judgment asked 
Birdichand whether Bansidhar had been 
acting as his agent and he had replied in 
the negative. I held that Birdichand, 
having by a falso denial prevented the 
Standard Bank from making their election, 
could not then claim that the Bank had made 
their election and my deoision has been 
confirmed in appeal: Birdichand Jivraj v. 
Standard Bank (1). 

1 also expressed an opinion on the true 
construction of section 233 of the Indian 
Contract Act in favour of the Standard Bank 
but the question has been very much more 
elaborately argued before me and I shall 
deal with it without regard to that opinion. 
Section 233, which comes under the 
heading ‘Effect of Agency on Contracts with 
Third Persons’, says: — 

‘ In cases where the agent is personally 
liable, a person dealing with him may hold 
either him or his principal, or both of 
them, liable. 

Illustration. 


ihe first defendant in his written state- 

en denied that Bansidhar was his 
agent. 

^ was P r °ved, in a similar suit 
j; i j Standard Bank against Bir- 
f* . an ’ that Bansidhar was acting as the 
rst defendant’s agent; and the first 
en ant 8 Counsel when issues were raised 

conceded this. 

i WaS a ^ S0 ^old by the Appeal Court 
n at case that in the absence of a 
on ract th e Standard Bank was not entitled 
j if 1 * an indemnity in respect of calls 
°. 6 ma de or to a decree for the amount 
c ua ly paid in respect of a call. 


must, therefore, hold that the plaintiff is 
0 entitled either to recover from the first 
onaant the said •sum of one lakh or to 
n indemnity in respect of any amount 
jjQ may have to pay in respect of the said 


A enters into a contract with B to sell him 
10 J bales of cotton, and afterwards discovers 
that B was acting as agent for O. A may 
sue either B or C t or both, for the price 
of the cotton.” 

Under section 230 an agent is not personal- 
ly liable in the absence of any contract to 
that effect. Such contract is presumed to 
exist — 

1. Where the contract is made by an 
agent for the .sale, or purchase of goods 
for a merchant resident abroad. 

2. Where the agent does not disclose the 
name of his principal. 

3. Where the principal though disclosed 
cannot be sued. 

Mr. Jinnah has argued that section 233 
codified what was the law in England. 
And in this connection it may be noted 
that Messrs. Pollock and Mulla in their 


(1) 4Q Ind. Cm. 167i 19 Bom. L. K. 341. 
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commentary on the Indian Contract Act 
do not even suggest that the section enacts 
anything different from the common law of 
England, while Messrs. Cunningham and 
Shephard dismiss the suggestion as impro- 
bable. 

If the Legislature intended to codify 
the common law the wording of the section 
taken together with the illustration is most 
unhappy, but I am not concerned with 
what the Legislature intended to do. The 
question is, what have they doner* In 
Norendra Nath Sarcar v. Kamalbasini Dasi 

(2), the following passage from the judg- 
ment of Lord Herschell in Bank if England 
v. Vagliano (3) was quoted with approval: — 

“The proper course is in the first instance 
to examine the language of the Statute and 
to ask what is its natural meaning unin- 
fluenced by any considerations derived from 
the previous state of the law, and not to 
start with inquiring how the law pre- 
viously stood, and then, assuming that it 
was probably intended to leave it unaltered, 

, <.ee if the words of the enactment will 
hear an interpretation in conformity with 
this view.” 

It may also be noted that the Indian 
Contract Act does not profess to be a 
complete code dealing with the law relating 
to contracts. It purports to do no more 
than to define and amend certain parts of 
that law: Irrawaddy Elotilla Co. v. Bngwandas 
(4). Now the natural meaning of the words 
“a person dealing with him (the agent 
personally liable) may hold both of them 
(agent and principal) liable,” is to create 
a joint liability so that judgment may be 
obtained against both principal and agent. 
The illustration only goes so far as to 
show that the agent and the principal may 
be joined in one suit, but an illustration 
ought never to be allowed to control the 
plain meaning of the section itself and 
certainly it ought not to do so when the 
effect would be to curtail a right which 
the section in its ordinary 9ense would 


(2; 23 I. A. 18 at p. 20; 23 C. 503; 0 M. I.. .J. 71; 0 
Sar. F. C. J. 007; 12 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 374 (F.C.). 

(3) 0*91) A. C. 107; 00 L. .1. Q. H. 145; 04 L. T. 
353; 39 W. It 057; 55 J. 1\ 070. 

(4) 18 I. A. 121 at p. 129; 18 C. 020; 6 Sar. F. 
C. J. 40; 15 Ind, Jur. 403 A 542; 9 Ind. Doc. (n. s.) 
413 (P. 0.). 


confer: Ameer Ali, page 100. It must be 
remembered thac it was only under Order 
XY r I, rule 4, of the Supreme Court Rules 
framed after the passing of the Judicature 
Act that it became permissible to join 
defendants alternatively liable in the same 
suit. That rule was reproduced in section 
29 of the Civil Procedure Code of 1882 
and is now represented by Order I, rule 
3, of the Civil Procedure Code of 1908. 

Section 233 enacts substantive law, laying 
down who shall be held liable, and not 
adjective law, defining the procedure by 
whi°h the liability may be enforced. But 
it has been argued that the section follows 
the words of Willes, J., in Calder v. Dobell 

(5) decided in 1871, which was the leading 
case on the subject when the Contract 
Act was passed and must, no doubt, have 
been before the minds of the framers of 
the Act. 

The plaintiff had entered into a contract 
with a broker called Cherry whom he knew 
to be acting as agent for a principal. 
Under pressure Cherry disclosed the name 
of his principal Dobell but put his own name 
to the contract at the plaintiff’s request. 

In a suit on the contract against Dobell 
it was contended that Cherry having signed 
the contract parole evidence could not be 
admitted to show that there was a principal 
behind him, or in the alternative that the 
plaintiff had elected to hold Cherry liable 
by getting him to sign the contract. 
Both these contentions were overruled. 
On the second Willes, J , said: — 

“l do not agree with Mr. Holker that 
two persons cannot be severally liable on 
the same contract. The question is whether 
there was anything in the circumstances 
of this case to negative or exclude the 
liability of both principal and agent, or to 
substitute the liability of the latter for 
that of \ he former. ..There is nothing to 
prevent the seller from insisting upon having 
both principal and agent liable to him at 
the same time, with the additional advantage 
of knowing the principal’s name at the 
time.” 

On appeal, Kelly, C. B., said: — 

“The contract was made in the n.i ne 

(5) 11871) 0 (\ 1\ 48J; 40 I,. J. C. P.224; 25 h. T, 
129; 19 W. U. 4(U 
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of Cherry, the agent: but the case shows 
that it was made on behalf of a principal 
who was named at the time. I think the 
plaintiffs had a right to sue either the 
agent or the principal, at their election. 
No doubt, the election being once determined, 
there is an end of the matter; as, where 
the agent has been sued to judgment.” 

hrom this it would appear that a suit 
against Cherry and Dobell would have been 
bad. A suit against one would have been 
a bar to a suit against the other and so 
far an election but until judgment was 

was not determined, 
it would have been open to the plaintiff 
to file a suit against the other if the first 
suit was either dismissed, see Raman v. 
Vairavan (6) or discontinued: Priestly v. 
Fernie (7). I n Morel Brothers v. Earl of 
Westmoreland (8) the plaintiffs sued husband 
and wife for the value of goods supplied to 
the wife. The wife confessed judgment 
under Order XIV and the plaintiffs were 
ield to be debarred from proceeding 
against the husband. Lord Davey said: — 

I am disposed to think that if the 
proof had established a joint liability, the 
plaintiffs would not have been prejudiced by 
signing judgment under Order XIV against 
one of the joint debtors.... But if the proof 
which they tendered at the trial shows, 
not a joint debt by the two, but an alterna- 
tive olaim against one or the other, then 
I think that by signing judgment against 
one they have, on the principle of Scarf v. 
Jardine (9), elected to take their remedy against 
that one, and cannot afterwards sue the 

other who is not jointly but alternatively 
liable.” 

Lord Halsbury said: — 

The plaintiffs might have sued either 

the agent or the principal. ...The result was 

that the plaintiffs got judgment against the 

agent. They cannot get judgment against 

the principal also. It is an alternative 

remedy; it cannot be made available against 
the two.” 

(6' 7 M. 392; 8 Ind. Jur. 186; 2 Ind. Dec, (n. s.) 856. 

17) (1863) 3 H. & C. 977; 11 Jur. (n. s.) 813; 13 W. 

K. 1089; 34 L. J. Ex. 172; 13 L. T. 208; 159 E. R. 820; 

140 R. R. 793. 

‘8) (1904) A. G. 11 at p. 15; 73 L. J. K. B. 93; 89 

L. T. 712; 52 W. R. 353 20 T. L. R. 38. 

t9) (1882) 7 A. 0.345; 51 L. J. Q. B. 612; 4’ L. T. 
258; 30 W. R. 893. 


Now the illustration to section 233 shows 
that the words ‘ hold them both liable” 
mean that the party dealing with the agent 
can join both the agent and the principal 
in one suit, and there is no suggestion that 
if he does so he is only entitled to a 
decree against one or the other and not 
against both. 

There is all the difference between say- 
ing that the party dealing with the agent 
can have the principal -liable at the same 
time so that he can sue either the one or 
the other, which was the only procedure 
available in 1872, and saying that he may 
hold both agent and principal liable and 
sue both together. Whatever the Legislature 
may have intended, it appears to me that 
words “may hold both of them liable” 
mean that both may he sued to judgment 
in one suit. 

But Mr. Desai wishes raa to go further 
than this: he has argued that the word 3 
“may hold both of them liable” place the 
agent and the principal in the position of 
joint promisors and, therefore, that under 
section 43 the party dealing with the 
agent may sue either the agent or the 
principal to judgment and if the judgment 
is unsatisfied proceed against the other. 

This brings me to that most debated 
question whether section 43 did place joint 
promisors in the same position as joint and 
several promisors or whether it merely took 
away the right of a joint debtor to be 
sued jointly. 

In Hemendro Coomar Mullickv. Rajendrolall 
Moonshee (10), it was held that a decree 
obtained against one of several joint makers 
of a promissory note - was a bar to a sub- 
sequent suit against others. This was 
followed by the High Court of Madras in 
Gurusami Chetti v. Samurti . Ghtnna 
Manner Ghetty (11). In Muhammad 
Askari v. Radhe Ram Singh (12), however, 
Strachey, C. J., held that a judgment obtain- 
ed against some of several mortgagors and 
remaining unsatisfied was not a bar to a 
second suit against other joint mortgagors. 

(10) 3 C. 353; 1 C. I,. R. 488; 2 Ind. Jur. 758; 1 Ind. 
Dec. (n. s.) 812. 

(11) 5 M. 37; 2 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 27. 

(12) 22 A. 307; A. W. N. (1900) 73; 9 lad. Dec. 

(n, s ) L236. • , 
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Previous to that the Bombay High Court had 
assumed the doctrine in King v. Honre (13) to 
be applicable in Lukmidas Khimji v. Pwshotam 
Haridas ( 1 4) and Laksmi shankar Devshankar 
v. Vishnuram (15), and in Dickv. Dhnnji Jaitha 

(16) the decision of Straohey, C. J., was 
considered by Crowe, J., who came to the 
conclusion that section 43 merely took 
away the right of a joint debtor to 
be sued jointly and to plead in abatement. 
On the other hand there is an obiter dictum, 
of Farran, J., in Motilal Bechardas v. Ghellabhai 
Hariram (17) that section 43 appears to make 
all contracts joint and several. 

As a Court, therefore, of first instance, I 
should not be prepared to differ - from pre- 
vious decisions of this Court. Straohey, C. J., 
came to the conclusion that the rule in 
King v. Hoare (13) and Kendall v. Hamilton 
(18) was not applicable to India because 
its basis was the right of a joint debtor 
to have all his contractors joined in a suit 
to enforce the joint obligation, and as that 
right was excluded by section 43 the basis 
of the doctrine was absent and the rule 
became inapplicable. But with due respect 
that was not the ground given for h»‘s deci- 
sion by Parke, B., in King v. Hoare (13) for 
he said at page 503: — 

4< The matters of form being disposed of, 
the question is reduced to one of substance, 
whether a judgment recovered against one 
of two joint contractors is a bar in an action 
against another. 

ft is remarkable that this question should 
never have been actually decided in the 
Courts of this country. .. 

If there be a breach of contract, or wrong 
done, or any other cause of action by one 
against another, and judgment be recovered 
in a Court of Record, the judgment is a bar to 
the original cause of action, because it is 
thereby reduced to a certainty, and the 
object of the suit attained, so far as it can 
be at that stage; and it would bo useless 

(13) (1844) 13 M. & W. 494; 14 J. L. Ex. 29; 8 Jur. 
1127; 2 D. & L. 382; 67 R. It. 694; 153 E. It. 206. 

(14) 6 13. 700; 3 Jnd. Dec. (n. s.) 922. 

(15) 24 13. 77; 1 Bom. L. It. 534; 12 I ml. Dec. 
(n. s.) 588. 

(16) 25 B. 378; 3 Bom. L. It. 234. 

(17) 17 B. 6; Chitty’s S. C. C. It. 336; 9 lnd. Dec. 
(N. s.) 4. 

(18) (1879) 4 A. C. 504; 48 L. J. C. 1\ 705; 41 L. 
T. 418; 28 W, It. 97. 


and vexatious to subject the defendant to 
another suit for the purpose of obtaining the 
same result, Hence the legal maxim, 

‘ transit in rem judicatum ,' — the cause of action 
is changed into matter of record, which is 
of a higher nature, and the inferior remedy 
is merged in the higher. This appears 
to be equally true where there is but one 
cause of action whether it be against a single 
person or many.” 

And at page 505: — 

“If there be a judgment against one of 
two joint contractors and the other is 
sued afterwards, can he plead in abatement, 
or not? If he cannot, he would be deprived 
of a right by the act of the plaintiff, 
without his privity or concurrence, in suing 
and obtaining judgment against the other. 
If he can, then he may plead in bar the 
judgment against himself, and if that be 
not a bar, the plaintiff might go on, either 
to obtain a joint judgment against him- 
self, and his co-contractor* so that he would 
be twice troubled for the same cause, or 
the plaintiff might obtain another judg- 
ment against the oo-contraotor, so that 
there would be two separate judgments for 
the same debt.” 

In Kendall v. Hamilton (18), Wilson & 
McLay and Hamilton were partners. Kendall 
had contracted with Wilson unaware of 
the existence of a third partner and having 
sued Wilson and McLay to judgment, that 
judgment was held to be a bar to a suit 
against Hamilton. 

It was certainly the opinion of a marjoity of 
their Lordships that the question was one of 
law and not of procedure. 

Lord Hatherley said: — 

“The remark was quoted as having been 
made by a very eminent Judge, that this 
rule which was adopted in King v. Hoare 
(13) was entirely a rule of procedure. Ido 
not take that view...” 

The basis of the decision in King v. Hoare 
(13) was still more forcibly pointed out by 
Lord Blackburn: — 

“But King v. Hoare (13) proceeded on the 
ground that the judgment being for the 
same cause of action, that cause of action 
was gone. 'L'ransit in rein judicatnm , which 
was a bar, partly on positive decision, and 
partly on the ground of public policy, that 
there should be an end of litigation, and 
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that there should not be a vexatious succes- 
sion of suits for the same cause of action. 
The basis of the judgment was that an 
action against one on a joint contract was 
an action on the same cause of action as 
that in an action against another of the 
joint contractors, or in an action against 
all the joint contractors on the same con- 
tract.” 

Lord Selborne said: — 

‘Upon the legal question, I understand 
it to be the opinion of all your Lordships, 
that a second action cannot be maintained 
upon a cause of action which has once pass- 
ed in rem judicatum ; and that this principle 
is not affected by any of the changes of 
procedure introduced by the Judicature Act9.” 

The judgment of Strachey, C. J., appears 
to be founded on a dictum of Bowen, L. J., 
in Hodgson , In re Beckett v. Bamsdale (19): — 
The common law principle that a judg- 
ment recovered against a joint debtor is a 
bar to a further action to be prosecuted 
against another joint debtor is explained at 
length in the oase of King v. Roare (13). 
There is in the cases of joint contract and joint 
debt, as distinguished from the cases of joint 
and several contract and joint and several 
debt, only one cause of action... The rule 
is by no means a technical rule. It is 
based, rightly or wrongly, on the idea that 
a joint debtor has right to demand, if he 
pleases, that he shall be sued at one 
and the same time with all his co-debtors. 
To enforce this right he is only entitled 
to plead iu abatement, but the right is one 
of considerable business value, and is so 
recognized by the law.” 

With the greatest respect it appears as if 
this dictum is at variance with the passages 
I have just cited from the judgments in 
Kendall v. Hamilton ( 18). 

.It would seem that the occasion for the 
rule being laid down was the failure of the 
first joint debtor on being sued to exercise 
his right to plead in abatement, with the 
result that the cause of action was merged 
in the judgment. There was no cause of 
action left on which the second joint debtor 
could be sued. How the second joint 
debtor on being sued could raise the 

(19) (1886) 31 Ch. D. 177; 55 L. J. Ch. 241; 54 L. T. 
223; 34 W. R. 127. 


defence of merger would be one of procedure. 
He might plead in abatement, and as the joint 
debtor could not be joined owing to the joint 
creditor having proceeded to judgment this 
plea would be successful, or as stated by 
Parke, B., he might plead the previous judg- 
ment in bar of judgment against himself. 

In my opinion the real effect of section 
43 was to deprive a co-contractor sued alone 
of his right to have his co-contractor 
joined with him in the action and it enabled 
the plaintiff to get a decree • against the 
one if he did not wish to or would not 
join the other; it did not enable him to 
file separate actions against both. It could 
not have been intended to deprive the 
second co-contractor of his right to plead 
the previous judgment, or to split up one 
cause of action into as many causes of action 
as there were joint contractors. 

But even assuming it did, I very much 
doubt whether the same argument could 

be applied to section 233 which, if my 
construction is correct, appears to give the 
party dealing with an agent who is personal- 
ly liable a double form of election. He 
can choose between suing both principal 
and agent jointly or electing to sue one of 
them. So that in any case if he sued one 
to judgment a suit against the other would 
be barred. But if he sued them both and 
one consented to judgment, that would not 
be a bar to his continuing the suit against 
the other: Dicky. Dhunji Jaitha (16) and 
Morel Brothers v. Karl of Westmoreland 

^Finally it has been argued that the 
plaintiff, not being aware of the existence 
of a principal whom he could hold liable, 
could not be said to have had a chance 
of making an election. This appears to 
be conclusively answered by the decision 
in Kendall v. Hamiltm (18), the only differ- 
ence in the facts of that case being that 
Wilson and McLay were agents for the 
undisclosed principals, namely, themselves 
and Hamilton and not for Hamilton only. 

Lord Cairns said: — 

“ I think that when the appellants sued 
Wilson and McLay, and obtained judgment 
against them, they adopted a course which 
was clearly within their power, and to which 
Wilson and McLay could have made no 
opposition, and that, having taken this 
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course, they exhausted their right of action, 
not necessarily by reason of any election 
between two courses open to them, which 
would imply that, in order to an 
flection, the fact of both courses being 
open was known, but because the right 
of action which they pursued could 
not, after judgment obtained, co-exist with 
a right of action... against another person. 
If Wilson and McLay had been the agents, 
and Hamilton alone the undisclosed princi- 
pal, the case could hardly have admitted 
of a doubt ; and I think it makes no 
difference that Wilson and McLay were 
the agents and the undisclosed principals 
were Wilson, McLay and Hamilton.” 

Adopting Lord Cairns’ words, it is only 
by the fortunate accident of Birdichand 
being a solvent party that the plaintiff 
hnds that he has a solvent piincipal of whom 
he was unaware. He did not contract with 
Birdichand except as an undisclosed principal, 
and this undisclosed peison, with whom he 
entered into no agreement that he knew of, 
turns out afterwards to be liberated in con- 
sequence of the plaintiff not having taken steps 
to ascertain who were the contracting par- 
ties when he was bringing the action. The 
plaintiff having advanced the moneys looked 
to Bansidharas the man who should repay, 

bet he has since discovered another person 
whom be thinks he may sue. 

As regards the second defendant I think he 
should not have been joined. 1 find all the 
issues in favour of the first defendant. 

The plaintiff must pay the costs of the 
first defendant, except the costs of the issue 
whether the first defendant was the princi- 

pal. The first defendant must pay the costs 
of the plaintiff on this issue. 

Suit dismissed. 
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Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C. 
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versus 

GAJ A DHAR PRASAD and another — 
Plaintiffs — Pespon dents. 

Rent-free under-proprietary holding — Resumption 
(uit, whether maintainable— Oudli Rent Act (XXII of 
16MfU, 107(2, H, K, 108, cl. (oA) — Declarator i/ suit 
against order passed under Chapter VII A, maintain- 
ability oj — Civil Courts, jurisdiction of —State, right of, 
to produce of sod in place oj cash for payment oj 
revenue, scope of— U. P. Land Revenue Act (III of 
1 90 1 ) , .js. /9, 234 —Determination of amount payable t o 
proprietor — Revenue Hoard, powers of, to make rules — 
Rule ), Cir. No. 03 of 1803. 

An under-propriotary holding, whether rent freo or 
otherwise, being heritable and transferable, is, by its 
very nature, not capable of resumption. When it is 
lent tree, the remedy of the superior proprietor is to 
apply to the Settlement Ollieer to have it assessed to 
rent under section 79 of the U. P. Lund Revenue Act, 
unless the assessment is barred by a previous judicial 
decision or otherwise. If it is assessed to rent, and 
the rent is not regularly paid, the superior proprietor 
can only bring it to sale in execution of a decree for 
his arrears but cannot eject the under-proprietor, 
[p. 203, col. l.j ‘ 1 

'lhe Revenue Hoard has power under section £34 to 
frame rules, lay ing down the manner in which the rent 
is to he determined, but it has no power to exclude any 
class of under-proprietors, whether paying rent or 
not, from the operations of section 79, for section 234 
does not permit the Hoard to frame rules inconsistent 
with the U. P. Land Revenue Act, and section 79 does 
not recognize rules other than those relating to the 
determination of rent. The suggestion made in rule 18 
that where no rent is reserved, a superior proprietor 
can apply to resume the rent-free ^mder-proprietary 
holding, is not, therefore, justified by the provisions 
cl section 234 or 79 of the U. P. Land Revenue Act; 
and in so fur as it excludes rent-free under-pro- 
prietors from the operation of section 79, is devoid 
of any legal authority, [p. 203, col. 2.] 

The propriety of an order of a Revenue Court 
granting or refusing under-propriotary rights under 
section 10/11 of the Oudli Rent Act, according as the 
conditions laid down there are satisfied or not, cannot 
be challenged in a Civil Court. Hut a declaratory 
suit on the ground of a pre-existing under-proprietary 
light in tin* presence of an adverse order of the 

Revenue Court is maintainable in the Civil Courts. 

[p- 205, col. 2.] 

The conditions contained in rule 1 of Circular No. 
03 of 1803 that, groves planted by proprietors should, 
alter the village has passed out of their hands, be 
deemed to be their under-proprietary holdings, if 
they have remained in possession of them, should be 
proved in each case, and cannot be inferred from 
uncertain data. [j>. *205, col. 1.] 


Vo!. AL] 


1NU1AW UAHKB. 


201 


SHANKAR SAHA1 V . OAJADHAR PRASAD. 

The principle underlying the resumption or assess- 
ment is that the State is entitled by the ancient law 
of the country to a certain amount of the produce of 
the soil, for which revenue payable in cash has now 
been substituted, and it cannot be deprived of the same 
by any action of the owner of the soil, and that the 
latter is similarly entitled to recoup himself from the 
occupier or actual cultivator, unless the effect of the 
recoupment is to stultify his own contracts for valu- 
able consideration, [p. 202, cols. 1 & 2.] 

Appeal against the order of the Sub Judge, 
Unao, dated the 8th May 1916, upholding 
that of the Munsif, fSouth) Unao, dated the 
9th August 1915. 

Messrs. Bisheshar Nath and Ravi 'Bharosey 
Lai, for the Appellant. 

Mr. H. N. Misra and the Hon’ble Pandit 
Gokaran Nath Misra , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The dispute in this case 
relates to land, forming part of No. 904, 
old khasra , corresponding with Nos. 1319-2, 
1319-3 and 1319-4, new khasra. The land 
was at one time occupied by a grove and 
was held rent free. The trees were cut 
from the portion in dispute about 43 years 
ago, and that portion has since then been 
in the cultivation of the plaintiffs and their 
predecessors- in- title without any payment 
of rent to the defendant, who is the superior 
proprietor of the village in which the said 
land is situated. 

On the 3rd November 1911, the present 
defendant instituted a suit against the 
present plaintiffs in the Revenue Court 
(Exhibit 13) for the resumption of the land 
or for the assessment of rent thereon under 
Eection ICS, clause 5 (A), of the Oudh Rent 
Act (XXII of 1886). The Assistant Collector 
held that the present plaintiffs had acquired 
under-proprietary rights therein under section 
107H of the said Act (Exhibit 12). His 
decision was upheld on appeal by the Deputy 
Commissioner, but reversed by the Com- 
missioner, who came to the conclusion 
that the said land was held by them as 
tenants and could be assessed to rent under 
section 107G of the Act (Exhibit Al). 
The present plaintiffs then appealed to the 
Board of Revenue, but were unsuccessful. 
The Junior Member of the Board was of 
opinion that they had acquired under-pro- 
prietary rights under section 107H, but 
the Senior Member took the view that 
section 107H did not apply to a suit for 
assessment of rent under the last clause 
of section 107E of the Oudh Rent Act 

(Exhibit 1). „ 


In the Revenue Court, the present plaint- 
iffs had pleaded that they were the proprie- 
tors of the land occupied by the grove and 
had, at all events, under-proprietary rights 
therein. In the present suit they similarly 
pleaded that they were the owners of the 
land in suit and had also acquired an ad- 
verse title thereto by continuous possession 
from more than 12 years. They sought 
a declaration that they were the 
absolute proprietors of the said land, that 
the judgment and decree of the Board of 
Revenue, assessing rent on the same, were 
null and void, and that they had in any 
case under-proprietary rights in the same. 
The Courts below found that the plaintiffs 
had under-proprietary rights in the land in 
dispute, and repelled the contention of the 
defendant that an order passed by the Reve- 
nue Court under Chapter V[I (A), assessing 
rent on the land, could not be challenged 
in the Civil Court. They accordingly passed 
a decree, declaring that the plaintiffs were 
under- proprietors and not mere tenants of 
the said land, and that the order of the 
Board of Revenue did not affect their 
rights. 

It is disputed that an order, passed by 
the Revenue Court, resuming rent-free 
land or assessing it to rent, can be challenged 
in the Civil Court, if the person against 
whom the order was passed claims to be 
the superior proprietor of the land resumed 
or assessed, for it is obvious that no ques- 
tion of resumption or assessment can arise, 
if it is occupied by the superior proprietor 
himself. In the unreported case of Ram 
Ghulam v. Gaya Prasad (l) which was followed 
in Matni Singh v. Ajudhya Singh (2), suits 
by so-called rnuafi holders, claiming full 
proprietary rights in the land, on which 
rent had been assessed by the Revenue 
Court, were entertained and considered. 
It is also not disputed that a suit for a 
declaration that a certain person was or was 
not an under-proprietor was, as held in 
Ram Pargash v. Raja Partab Singh (3) and 
Mohammad Abul Husan Khan v. Prag (4), 
ordinarily maintainable in the Civil Court. 

(1) Second Civil Appeal No. 283 of 1909. 

(2) 24 Ind. Cas. 223; 17 O. C. SO. 

(3) 2 Ind. Cas. 269; 12 0. C. 90. 

(4) 38 Ind. Cas. 814; 200. C. 8; 21 M. L. T. 102; 15 
A. L. J. 113; 19 Bom. L. R. 202; (1917) AI. \V. N 232 
$2 il. L. J. 353; 21 C. \Y. N. 533 (P. C.). 
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The question for consideration in this 
case is whether a person, claiming to be 
an under- proprietor, holding the land] rent 
free, can contest the order of a Revenue 
Court, assessing him to rent as an ordinary 
tenant under section 107G of the Oudh 
Rent Act, in the Civil Court. Section 107B 
declares that all land, held rent free 
or at a favourable rate of rent, shall 
be liable to resumption or assessment 
or enhancement of rent, unless the holder 
establishes that he held the land under 
a grant, sanctioned by the Governor-General 
in Council or Chief Commissioner, or under 
a Judicial decision, passed prior to the 
1st day of January 1902, or acquired it 
rent free or at a favourable rate of rent 
for a valuable consideration, previously 
to the commencement of the Oudh Land 
Revenue Act (XVil of 1876), and the 
right to resume which had previous to 
the commencement of the said Act not 
been barred by time, provider! among other 
things that nothing in that soction shall 
apply to any grants to which the provisions 
of section 79 of the North Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh Land Revenue Act, 1901, 
are applicable. Section 79 of the United 
Provinces Act, III of 1901, lays down 
that in Oudh, after declaring the assessment 
of a mahal % the Settlement Oflicer shall, 
in accordance with the provisions of the 
Oudh Sub-Settlement Act, 18S6, so far as 
they are applicable and subject to the 
rules made under section 231, determine 
the rent to bo paid by all under-proprietors 
in a mahal , whether holding a sub-settlement 
or not, and by all holders of heritable, 
non-transferable leases, holding under a 
judicial decision. Section 79 makes no 
distinction between rent-free under-pro- 
prietors and under proprietors paying rent, 
and it follows that the provisions relating 
to resumption, assessment or enhancement 
or rent-free holdings in the Oudh Rent 
Act do not apply to grants held by under- 
proprietors, on whom rent can be assessed 
at the time of the settlement under section 
79. The principle underlying the resump- 
tion or assessment is that the State is 
entitled by the ancient law of the country 
to a certain amount of the produoe of 
the soil, for which revenue payable in 
cash has now beon substituted, and cannot 
be deprived of the same by any action of 


the owner of the soil, and that the latter 
is similarly entitled to recoup himself from 
the occupier or actual cultivator, unless 
the effect of the recoupment is to stultify 
his own contracts for valuable consideration 
or previous decrees. But the methods 
provided by the law for the assessment 
of rents on under-proprietors and on other 
rent-free holders are different. 

The learned Counsel for the defendant- 
appellant contends that section 79 was 
not applicable to under-proprietors, hold- 
ing land rent free, and relies in support 
of that contention on rule 18 of the rules 
framed by the Board of Revenue for the 
guidance of Settlement Officers in Oudh 
in determining rent under that section, 
and the decisions of the Board of Revenue 
in Ram Datt Tiwari v. Court of Wards, 
Ajodhj/a Eat ate (5) and Lachhmi Narain v. 
Special Manager , Nimgaon Estate (6). The 
above rules were apparently framed under 
section 231, clause (J) of the United 
Provinces Land Revenue Act, which autho- 
rized the Board to frame rules for the 
guidance of Collectors and Settlement 
Officers in fixing rent under that 
Act. Rule 13 of the said rules provides 
that the rent of under-proprietary holdings 
must be determined with reference to 
the assets and revenue of the holding; 
and that it was not allowable to enhance 
the rent in proportion to the increase of 
revenue in the entire mahal , as was 
sometimes done. Rule 17 states that when 
a holding consisted at the last settlement 
of groves or other uncultivated plots, on 
which no revenue was assessed or rent imposed , 
and the holding or a portion of it had since 
been brought under permanent cultivation and 
assessed to revenue, rent should be fixed 
011 the cultivated land at an amount equal 
to the revenue assessed thereon with an 
addition of 10 per cent.; and that in no 
other case, rent was to be imposed on 
an under-proprietary holding, which was 
held rent free under a decree. Rule 18 
then goes on to say: *‘ln some districts 
there are numerous holdings, which have 
beon entered in the register of under- 
proprietary tenures, though they were not 
created by a decree of Court, but owe 

(f>) 24 Ind. Caa. 784; 1 O. L. J. 278. 

(6) 3 l J lud. Cas. 451; 4 O. L. J. 106. 
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their origin to private arrangements. The 
ownership of fields has been transferred 
by sale or deed of gift ; or a proprietor, 
when parting with his entire share in a 
village, has reserved the ownership of 
certain plots as sir. Where the agreement 
was that the possessor of the plot should 
pay the revenue assessed on them, the 
possessor should be treated as a proprietor 
and revenue sbopld be separately assessed on 
the plots. When the agreement was that the 
plots should be held rent free, or on payment 
of rent, the tenure so created is under- 
proprietary. The custom of carving out 
an under- proprietary tenure is a very 
ancient one in Oudh, and is the origin of 
much of the rent-free under-proprietary 
sir now in existence. In cases when there 
is an agreement to pay rent, the rent 
is liable to re adjustment under the preceding 
rules. When no rent was reserved the 
holding must be treated as a rent-free grant , 
and like other under -proprietary rentrfree 
holdings be recorded as rent free. It is 
for the superior proprietor to apply , if he 
thinks fit , to resume the rent-free grant. 
In the case of rent-free plots, above 
described, the Settlement Officer will record 
the amount of revenue payable on account 
of the plot9, so that in the event of de- 
fault by the superior proprietor, there may 
be no difficulty in enforcing the joint res- 
ponsibility of the possessor under section 
142 of the Revenue Act” (Board’s Cir- 
cular No. 2). 

U does not appear what the Board 
of Revenue meant when they suggested 
that where no rent was reserved, it was 
for the superior proprietor to apply, if he 
thought fit, to resume the rent-free grant, 
for an under-proprietary holding, whether 
rent free or otherwise, being heritable and 
transferable, is, by its very nature, not capable 
of resumption. If it is rent free, the remedy 
of the superior proprietor is to apply to 
the Settlement Officer to have it assessed 
to rent, unless the assessment is barred 
by a previous judicial decision or other- 
wise. If it is assessed to rent, and the 
rent is not regularly paid, the superior 
proprietor can only bring it to sale 
in execution of a decree for his arrears: 
A superior proprietor has no right to 
eject an under-proprietor, and in that 


respect an under-proprietary holding differs 
materially from other rent-free hold- 

ings. The decisions of the Beard of 
Revenue in Ram Vatt Tiwari v. Court of 
Wards % Ajodhya Estate(b) and Lachhmi Narain 
v. Special Manager , Nimgaon Estate (5) 

seem to imply that section 79 of 

the United Provinces Land Revenue Act 
was not applicable to rent-free under- 
proprietors, but such an interpretation 
would be opposed to the express language 
of the section, which makes no exception 
and provides that a Settlement Officer 
shall determine, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Oudh Sub-Settlement Act, 
X-XVI of 1886, and the rules framed by 
the Board of Revenue under section 234, 
the rent payable by all under-proprie- 
tors. The Board has power under section 
234 to frame rules, laying down the 
manner in which the rent is to be deter- 
mined, but it has no power to exclude any 
class of under-proprietors, whether pay- 
ing rent or not, from the operation of section 
79, for section 234 does not permit the 
Board to frame rules inconsistent with 
the Act, and section 79 does not recognize 
rules other than those relating to the deter- 
mination of rent. The suggestion made in 
rule lfc that where no rent was reserved, 
a superior proprietor could apply to resume 
the rent-free under-proprietary holding 
was not, therefore, justified by the provi- 
sions of section 234 or 79 of the United 
Provinces Land Revenuo Act; and in so 
far as it excluded rent-free under-pro- 
prietors from the operation of section 79, 
was devoid of any legal authority. 

Chapter VIIA of the Oudh Rent Act 
was added by the United Provinces Act 
IV of 1901 in substitution for sections 
52 — 55 of the Oudh Land Revenue Act, 
1876, which was repealed by the United 
Provinces Act III of 1901. Under sections 
52 — 55 of the old Oudh Land Bevenue Act, 
1876, suits for the resumption of land used to 
be filed in the Civil Court, and there was no 
provision in it, corresponding to section 
107H of the existing Oudh Rent Act, authoris- 
ing the Revenue Courts in resumption 
proceeding to treat land, held rent free 
from the 13th February 1856 or for 50 
years and by two successors to the 
original grantee, as land held in under-pro- 
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prietary right. Section 30, clause (d), of the 
old North Western Provinces Rent Act (Xll 
of 1881,) contained a provision, declaring land 
so held for fifty years prior to the 22nd 
day of December 1873, by at least two 
successors to the original grantee, to be land 
held in under proprietary right. When 
Chapter VII ( A ) was inserted in the Oudh 
Rent Act by the United Provinces Act IV 
of 1901, a somewhat similar provision 
was introduced in Oudh, conferring an under- 
proprietary right instead of proprietary 
rights on such rent-free holders under certain 
conditions. Section 107H does, however, 
not profess to exhaust the methods, in which 
under-proprietary rights can be acquired 
any more than t lie rules which the Oudh 
Sub-Settlement Act embodies do so [Gouri 
Shunker v. Maharaja of Bulrampore (7), Murad 
Bakhsh v. Raja Mumtaz Ali Khan (8) and 
Raja Bhagwan Bakhsh Singh v. Mazhar Husain 

(9) ]. Section 1G7H only provides an extra 
method in which under- proprietary rights 
can be adjudged or conferred, and the last 
proviso to section 107B of the Oudh Rent 
Act indicated that pre existing under-proprie- 
tary rights, governed by section 79 of the 
United Provinces Land Revenue Act, are 
not affected by it. 

The decision in Rup Narain v. Badri Prasad 

(10) is also relied on in support of the con- 
tention that the Civil Courts have no power 
to re open an issue, determined in the re- 
sumption proceeding, and grant a declaration 
of under proprietary rights with respect to 
land, which the Revenue Court has allowed 
to be resumed. But ell that was held in 
that case was that a person could ask the 
Revenue Court to grant him a declaration 
of under-proprietary rights u»der sectionl07H, 
and whether the Revenue Court granted 
it or refused it, according as the conditions 
laid down in that section were satisfied or 
not, the propriety of that order could not 
be challenged in the Civil Court. Jf under- 
proprietary rights have existed from before 
either under a settlement decree or under 
a grant from a superior proprietor or other- 
wise, it is immaterial to enquire from what 


(7) 0 1. A. 1; ;{ Sill-. |\ (J. J. 873; 4 C. 831); 3 Sutli. 
1’. C. J. 067; UafiqiK' ami Jackson's |\ C. No. 53; 3 
1ml. Jur. 124; 2 Sliomc L. It. 1811; 2 Iml. Dec. ( .\ ’s ) 
532 (P.C.). 

IK) 4 (). C. 31. 

(<•) !) (). C. 167 at [). 10S. 

(iO) 3 Jiid. Cat. COT; 12 U. (J. 225. 


date or by how many successors to the 
original grantee, they wore held rent free. 
Such a question only arises where there is 
no previous grant or settlement decree, or 
where the rights have not otherwise been 
enquired prior to the date of the resump- 
tion proceeding. Where they have not been 
so acquired, it is open to the Revenue Court 
to determine under section 107H, whether 
in certain contingencies the person claiming 
them ought to be treated to be an under- 
proprietor in future or not. 

In the present case there is no satisfactory 
evidence to show that the plaintiffs or their 
predecessors-in-interest held the grove in 
question as under-proprietors at any time 
prior to the resumption proceeding. The 
village in which the grove in question is 
situated belonged at one time to a family 
of (janungos, one of whom was Lachhmi 
Narain, who was the owner of a one-third 
share therein. He mortgaged his share to 
Raja Gauri Shankar, the ancestor of the 
defendant, some time in 1829, and the mort- 
gagee and his successors-in- interest were in 
possession of his share from that time. 
The first summary settlement was made 
with the C inungos. but after the confisca- 
tion of Oudh, the second summary settlement 
was made with the defendant's predecessor- 
in-title, and a satiad was granted to him 
conferring on him absolute proprietary rights 
in the village. The under-proprietors were 
at that time asked to put forward their 
claims in the Settlement Court within a 
certain time (Exhibit A 7) and in pursuance 
thereof some of the members of the family 
of C-inungos, inculding Jporakhan Lai, a 
kinsman of Sheo Charan Lai, through whom 
the plaintiffs claim to derive their title, 
applied for a declaration of their under pro- 
prietary rights in regard to certain plots of 
land and got a decree. But the grove in 
dispute was not included by them in their 
claim. Sheo Charan Lai tiled no suit. The 
grove in dispute was accordingly recorded 
at the first Regular Settlement in tho name 

of Sheo Charan Lai as a tenant (Exhibit 8 
and A 2). 

Subsequently a dispute arose betweon Sheo 
Charan Lai and tho predecessors-in-title of 
the present defendant about another grove No. 
9/7, old khasra, in respect of which Sheo 
Charan Lai was similarly recorded as a 
<'onant. Sheo Charan Lai bad got the grove 
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cut and wanted to bring the land under 
cultivation, but he was ejected by the superior 
proprietor. He then filed a suit against him 
to recover possession of the land and got a 
decree from the Court of Mr. Dyson, the 
Deputy Commissioner of Unao, on the 17th 
March 1874. Relying on rule 1 of Circular 
No. 63 of 1863, Mr. Dyson held that Sheo 
Charan Lai had under-proprietary rights in 
the said land (Exhibit 11). 

The Courts below, acting on the analogy 
of that judgment, held that the plaintiffs, 
who are the successors-in-interest of 
Sheo Charan Lai, similarly possessed under- 
proprietary rights in land No. 904, old 
hhasra. But Sheo Charan Lai was the son 
of Musammat Rahsa, who was the 
daughter of Mansa, a member of the family 
of Qanungos; and there is nothing to show 
that the grove was originally planted by 
Mansa, or a member of the family of 
Qanungos at a time when they were the 
proprietors of the village. Jeorakhan 
Lai did not include it in his claim, and 
all that can be said with certainty is that 
Sheo Charan Lai held it at the time of 
the first Regular Settlement in his posses- 
sion. The instructions contained in rule 1 
of Circular No. 63 of 1863 applied to 
groves, planted by persons who at the time 
of planting them were proprietors of the 
village, and had remained in possession of 
them, though the village, in which they 
stood, had passed from their hands. The 
instructions directed that such groves 
should be dealt with as under-proprietary 
tenures or vestiges of the proprietary 
right held by the former proprietors; but 
those conditions have in each case to be 
proved and cannot be inferred from un- 
certain data. In Urnrao Singh v. Alt 
Baza Khan (11) and Girdhari Lai v. Jaswant 
Singh (12), it was, moreover, held by this 
Couit that the above Circular was meant 
only « for departmental guidance and had not 
the force of law. The position of Sheo 
Charan Lai does not, therefore, appear to 
have been different from that of any other 
grove-holder, and the plaintiffs have no 
under- proprietary rights in the land in 
dispute. 

(11) 1 O. C. 231 at p. 251. 

(12) 15 Ind. f-n*. 181; 15 O. C. 33, 


Their alleged adverse title was negatived 
by the Court of First Instance, whose decree 
on that point has become final. No sub- 
sequent grant is alleged, and there being 
no proof of any pre-existing under-pro- 
prietary rights, the question whether as 
rent-free holders, they had satisfied the 
conditions laid down in section 107 H of 
the Oudh Rent Act to entitle them to be 
treated as under-proprietors was one ex- 
clusively congnizable by the Revenue Court. 
The Revenue Court had power to determine 
whether the conditions laid down in section 
107H had been established and to confer 
or withhold under-proprietary rights 
accordingly and the piopriety of that 
order in the case of persons, who had 
no under-proprietary rights from before, 
cannot be challenged in the Civil Court 
The decision in Oudh Behuri v. Raja Prithi- 
pal Singh (13) does not apply, because the 
circumstances of that case were entirely 
different and approximated to the conditions 
laid down in rule 10 of the Oudh Sub- 
Settlement Act (XXVI of 1886). 

The appeal is, therefore, allowed and the 
plaintiffs’ claim* dismissed, but in the 
circumstances, no order is made as to the 
costs in any of the Courts. 

Appeal allowed. 

(13) 4 0 & A. L. R. 405. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1271 of 1915. 

January 9, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim and 

Mr. Justice Oldfield. 

A1YAV1ER — Defendant No. 1 — 

Appellant 

versus 

SUBRAMANIA IYER and others — 
Plaintiffs and Defendant No. 2 — 

Respondents. 

Hindu Laic — Partition— Father or grandfather , right 
of, to effect partition - Share of co-parcener, gift of, valid - 
itg of —Document, execution of — Mistake, nature and 
effect of, rendering document inoperative — Contract Act 
GX of )872>, ss. 20, 21, 22. 

The right of a father to partition family property 
between himself and his sons and their sons 
includes the right to make such partition when the 
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sons^ arc (lead and the grandsons are living. A 
partition at the will of the father or grandfather can 
only be valid if it is equal and fair. [p. 207, col. 1.] 
Kandammi v. Doraisami Ayyar , 2 M. 317; 5 Ind. 
Jur. 352; 1 Ind. Dec. ( n . s .) 491 and Munujayya v. 
Pnlaruyandi, 36 Ind. Cas. 507; 31 M. L. J. 147; (1916) 
2 M. W. N. 284, followed. 

Ordinarily a co-parcener cannot make a gift of his 
undivided share; but once the co-parcenary is con- 
verted into a tenancy in common by means of a 
partition, there is no bar to a member of the family 
disposing of his share by gift and it can make no 
difference in law that both the partition and gift were 
effected by means of one and the same instrument 
Tp. 206, col. 2; p. 207, col. 1.] 

Baba v. Timma , 7 M. 357; % Ind. Jur. 183; 2 Ind. 
Dec. In. s.) 833 ami linninniiii v. Ycuhola , 11 J\| 

246; 12 lud. Jur. 177 A 453; 4 Ind. Dec. (\. s ) 1 7 1 
followed. ’ ’ 

The execution of a document by a person on a mis- 
taken assumption which bearsonly on the motive which 
induced the execution, does not amount to ‘a mistake 
as to his rights’ which would justify a Court in 
passing a decree for its cancellation, [p. 206, col. 2.] 

Second appeal against the decree of the 
Courtofthe Subordinate Judge. Kumbakonam, 
in Appeal Suit No. 325 of 1914, preferred 
against that of the District Munsif, 
Mayavaram, in Orginal Suit No. 23 of 
1913. 

Messrs. T. V. Muthukrishna Aiyar and 
K. $, Jayarama, Aiyar t fn r the Appellant. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. Ranguchariar and Mr. 
G. S. Ramachandra Aiyar , for the Res- 
pondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Abhor Rahim, J. - The third defendant, who 
died since the institution of the suit at the 
age of about 92, was the grandfather of 
the plaintiffs, 1st and 2nd respondents, and 
divided brother of 1st defendant’s father. 
He purported to make a settlement of the 
family property on 16th May 1911 by 
Exhibit A, and the question under litigation 
was how far, if at all, it was valid and 
binding. Both the Courts have found that 
the settlement was not brought about by 
the exercise of fraud or undue influence 
on the part of the 1st defendant, and I 
am unable to say that the finding is 
vitiated in law as contended for the 1st 
and 2nd respondents by the onus of proof 
baing wrongly laid on them. The finding 
was arrived at on a consideration of all 
the circumstances and the evidence bearing 
rn the point, and we are not at liberty to 
reopen it in second appeal. The Sub- 
ordinate Judge, liowover, held that tbe 


settlement was validly revoked by the 3rd 
defendant by Exhibit B» inasmuch as 
according to him the 3rd defendant had 
executed Exhibit A under a mistaken 
notion that the plaintiffs were not of 
sound mind. 

Exhibit B had befn executed, not as the 
Subordinate Judge wrongly imagined after 
the institution of the suit, but before it, 
and it was under this mistake as to its 
date that he raised an additional issue 
and called for a finding upon the effect of 
tho deed of revocation. It is undoubtedly 
Grange that the plaintiffs should not havo 
relied upon the alleged revocation in (ho 
plaint itself and it is also remarkable that 
the 3rd defendant should not have joined 
as a plaintiff in getting the deed of 
settlement set aside, if the allegations of 
the plaintiffs were well founded. However, 
that may be, even granting that the plaint- 
iffs were not in fact of unsound mind 
as stated in Exhibit A, that in itself would 
not be sufficient in law to invalidate the 
fettlement. Apart from any question as 
to whether the 3rd defendant, at the time 
be executed the deed, understood the nature 
of hi:* act,— which pka so faros it was 
raised at the trial has been negatived — the 
mistaken assumption only bears upon the 
motive which induced the 3rd defepdant to 
execute Exhibit A, and does not amount 
to a mistake as to his rights which would 
justify tbe Court in passing a decree for 
its cancellation. 

It is clear from the provisions of Exhibit 
A by which tbe 3rd defendant sought to 
make a complete partition of the family pro- 
perties, allotting to himself and the plaintiffs 
the shares to which they were respectively 
entitled, that he intended to create a 
division of status and property. That being 
so, there can he little doubt that the 
settlement which he sought to make of his 
own share was valid in law. It is undoubtedly 
settled law that a co-parcener cannot make 
a gift of his undivided share [see 
Baha v. I'nnma (1) and Rammma v. Veyikata 
(2)]. But once the co-paroenary is converted 


(1) 7 M. 357; s 
833. 

(2) 11 M. 246; 
Deo. (n. *.) 171, 


I ml. Jur. 183; 2 Ind. Deo. (n. •.) 
12 Ind. Jur. 177 A 453; 4 Ind, 
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into tenancy in common, there is no bar to 
a member of the family disposing of his 
share by gift, and it can make no difference 
in law that both the partition and gift 
were effected by means of one and the 
same instrument. 

But the settlement under Exhibit A 
is of specific properties (in Schedule A), 
which the 3rd defendant reserved to himself 
for his share. That a Hindu father can 
partition the family property between himself 
and his sons is well established in this 
Presidency. [See Kandasami v. Doraisami 
Ayyar (3) and Muruqayya v. Palaniyandi f 4).] 
It is hardly disputed that the fact that there 
are grandsons can be no bar to the exercise of 
bis rights; for the grandsons’ right is to 
stand in the shoes of their father. The 
question then arises, should the death of the 
son make any difference? There is no express 
decision on this point, but it is difficult to see 
why it should. The right of a father to 
partition family property between himself 
and his sons and their sons would seem to 
include the right to make such partition when 
the sons are dead and grandsons alone are 
living A partition at the will of the father 
or grandfather can only be valid if it is equal 
and fair. In this case, there can be no doubt 
that it was so, as was conceded before the 
District Munsif and is amply clear from the 
facts. 

The Subordinate Judge’s judgment must 
be set aside and the decree of the District 
Munsif restored with costs here and in the 
Court below. 

Oldfield, J, — I entirely agree, and only 
wish to add a few words regarding the 
scheme of the settlement, Exhibit A, and Mr. 
T. Rangachaiiar’s argument from its termp. 
It no doubt begins with a statement that the 
plaintiffs have lost their right to the settlor’s 
properties because they are of unsound 
mind. But, looking to the fact that it was 
apparently drafted without legal advice and 
to the clear statements contained in its later 
provisions, I find no difficulty in holding 
that the settlor’s intention was to make a 
partition, the reference to plaintiffs’ incapaci- 
ty having no effect, except that their shares 

(3) 2 M. 317: 5 Ind. Jur. 352; 1 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 
491. 

(4) 36 Ind. Cas. 607: 31 M. U J. 147; (1916) 2 M. 
W. N. 284. 


were vested during its continuance in 1st 
defendant for their benefit. As they were 
never really incapable, that and the further 
provisions for 1st defendant’s reversionary 
interest never took and never could have 
taken effect. Exhibit A being essentially 
an expression of intention to adopt a divided 
status, my learned brother’s conclusion 
follows, that the gift of the settlor’s share 
to 1st defendant is valid, notwithstanding 
that it is contained in the same document. 

I, therefore, concur in the decree proposed. 

Appeal allowed. 

v.R.p. 


BOMBAY HIGH CO CRT. 
Insolvency Petition No. 46 of 1917. 
February 17, 1917. 

Present: - Mr. Justice Macleod. 

In re SHIVLAL RATHI — Insolvent. 

Presidency Towns Insolvency Act (III of 1909), s$. 21, 
13 (6) —Adjudication order , ex parte— Adjustment, 
subsequent , with creditors — Annulment of adjudication 
— “ Payment in full ”, meaning of— Creditor, duty of. 

A man who has been adjudicated an insolvent ex 
parte has aright to have the matter argued in Court. 

A creditor has no right to get an insolvent adjudi- 
cated insolvent and then to receive from him a sum 
in adjustment of his claim. He is not entitled to use 
his petition as a lever to secure preferential treat- 
ment for himself, [p. 208, col. 2.] 

It is not permissible for an insolvent, once an act of 
insolvency has been committed, to say that the act 
was discounted because he had gone round to his 
admitted creditors and forced upon them a com- 
promise or adjustment. That is not a payment in 
full within the meaning of section 21 of the 
Presidency Towns Insolvency Act. Such 
payment must be in cash in full of the claims and 
the insolvent cannot escape the result of the 
adjudicating order and prevent the Court from 
inquiring fully into his affairs by adjusting his 
claims and getting the creditors to accept less than 
what they considered due to them, nor by thus 
getting a receipt in full can he then contend that his 
debts have been paid in full, and the adjudication 
order should be annulled That can only be done by 
a composition or scheme of arrangement under the 
Act. [p. 209, cols. 1 & 2.] 

It is only when the petitioning creditor’s debt is 
disputed that the Court can stay proceedings under 
section 13 (6) of the Presidency Towns Insolvency 
Act. [p. 209, col. 2; p. 2!0, col. 1.] 

Mr. Inverarity } for the Insolvent. 

Mr. Binning , for the Official Assignee. 

Mr. Strangman , for the Petitioning Credi- 
tors. 
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JUDGMENT. — On the 22nd of January 
1917, an order was made for the adjudi- 
cation of Shivlal Rathi on the joint peti- 
tion of the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, Ld., the 
Japan Cotton Trading Co , Ld., the firm of 
Gosho Goshi Caisha, the firm of T. Nishi- 
matsu & Co., and the Yokohama Kitto 
Kwaisha, Ld. The total amount due to the 
petitioning creditors was about 2.1 lakhs. 
The act of insolvency alleged was that 
Shivlal Rathi had given notice to the peti- 
tioners that he had suspended or was about 
to suspend payment of his debts, and the 
affidavit in support of the petition alleged 
that the insolvent approached the petitioners 
with a proposal that they should accept a 
composition and settle with him. He left 
with them statements showing his assets 
and liabilities, according to which he was 
in hopelessly insolvent circumstances. His 
total liabilities exceeded Rs. 10,00.000, while 

his assets were valued by him at a net 
sum of Rs. 1,00,000 or thereabouts. On 
the 20th January 1917, there was a meeting 
at the office of t lie second petitioners at 
which the said Shivlal Rathi and the repre- 
sentatives of the petitioners were present. 
At this meeting Shivlal Rathi said that 
he had suspended payment and that he 
could not pay the differences in respect of 
either the January or March or April vaiila 
contracts. Shivlal Rathi also laid before 
the said representatives a statement of his 
position, and though at first he said that 
his assets were not worth more than Rs. 
1,08,000, ho subsequently after further dis- 
cussion disclosed certain other assets which 
showed that his assets were worth about 
Rs. 1,50,000. He then expressed his will- 
ingness to pny a composition of four annas 
in the rupee. The petitioners were not 
satisfied that he had made an honest state- 
ment of his affairs and asked that he should 
pay a composition of eight annas in the 
rupee. He expressed his inability to pay 
so much and ultimately the meeting broke 
up. On the cOth of January 1917, the 
insolvent applied for a Rule to annul the 
adjudication order. He said that besides 
dealing in forward contracts he dealt in 
several businesses which were very lucra- 
tive. Besides these businesses he was in 
the habit of making forward contracts in 
which sometimes be suffered very heavy 
losses and ip that year owing to the tluc- 
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tuations in the cotton market he did suffer 
heavy losses and, therefore, he did see the 
petitioning creditors as stated in their affidavit 
and told them that he had suffered heavy 
losses and he was unable to pay the said 
losses in full if his creditors in the cotton 
contracts insisted on full payment. He went 
on to say tint most of the people with 
whom he made such cotton forward con- 
tracts were Marwari dealers in the market, 
who were simply wagering, and, therefore, 
he really meant to say that he was unable 
to pay his debts in full, if he choso to pay 
both the debts which were legal and those 
which were wagering or illegal. The peti- 
tioning creditors seemed not to have fully 
understood him and they immediately rushed 
into Court and had him adjudged. That 
he never suspended his business nor did 
he ever suspened payment, that he had 
now adjusted with the petitioning creditors 
his accounts and he had paid them 

Rs. 1,02,041-11-6 in full adjustment of their 
accounts, and lie annexed a copy of the letter 
written by the solicitors of the petitioning 
creditors to his solicitors showing the pay- 
ment and consenting to the adjudication 
order being annulled. The letter is dated 
the 2/ th January 1917 from Messrs. Payne 
and Company to Messrs. Tyabji Dayabhai 
and Company. It says: — 

With reference to the interview we had 
with your Mr. Chandulal we beg to note 
that our clients the petitioning creditors 
have agreed to adjust their claims in full 
for the sum of IU 1,02,044 11-6 and on 
account thereof you have paid to our clients 
today the sum of Rs. 1,00,000. We will 
have no objection to the adjudication be- 
ing annulled on payment of the balance 
of the adjusted amount on Monday next 

and our costs of and incidental to the adiudi- 
cation. 

I granted the Rule, because a man who 
has been adjudicated r.r piirte has a right 
to have the matter argued in Court and I 
also granted the Rule because the conduct 
of the petitioning creditors appeared to be 
most improper. They had no right to get him 
adjudicated on the 22nd January 1917 and 
then receive apparently from the insolvent 
himself a large sum in adjustment of their 
claims on the —7 th January. A creditor 
is not entitled to use his petition as a lever 
to secure preferential treatment for himself, 
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As a matter of fact on the first affidavit 
of the insolvent there is no ground what- 
ever for annulling the adjudication order. 
However, he has put in another affidavit 
of the 5th of February 1917. He dis- 
tinguishes in that affidavit his legitimate 
dealings and what he calls purely wager- 
ing transactions. In paragraph 4 he says: — 
It is true that I have paid these wager- 
ing Marwaris on account of some of the tran- 
sactions entered into by me but as admitted 
in paragraph 5 of the . said affidavit (7. e. % 
affidavit of Jethabhi Virji of the 3rd of 
February 1917), 1 always said that I would 
have to suspend payment if my creditors 
in respect of wagering transactions did not 
accept a composition of four annas in the 
rupee. But I never said that I had actually 
suspended payment. In fact my liability 
to this sutta debt did not arise until the 
25th day of January last and many of the 
transactions were even for March and April 
vaidas , and, therefore, I could not have 
suspended payment before the 25th day of 
January 1917 while the adjudication order 
was made on the 22nd January 1917.” 

Apparently what the insolvent wants to 
do is to divide his debts into two classes, 
viz.t debts due to persons who might not 
succeed if they filed suits against h im, and 
debts which he admits. He says he is en- 
titled to disregard the first class of debts 
entirely and make a compromise with the 
other class. I cannot assent to that conten- 
tion. It is not for a person who has in- 
curred debts to lay down to this Court 
that some of his debts are not recoverable, 
lhat would entirely depend upon the deci- 
sion of the Court before whom the claims 
came for adjudication. At present all I 
know is that the insolvent made forward 
contracts with various persons, and until 
those contracts have been held to be wager- 
ing contracts, they are good contracts and 
consequently debts due on them are good 
debts and can be proved in the insolvency. 
But leaving that aside, the conduct of the 
insolvent since the 22nd January 1916 shows 
that the allegations made by the petition- 
ing creditors in their affidavit on the petition 
were correct, and that he was not able to 
pay the admitted debts, nor is it permissible 
for him, once the acts of insolvency had 
been committed, to say that the acts were 
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discounted because he had gone round t° 
his admitted creditors and forced upon them 
a compromise or adjustment. That is not 
a payment in full within the meaning of 
section 21. Payment must be in cash in 
full of the claims and the insolvent cannot 
escape the result of the adjudicating order 
and prevent the Court from inquiring fully 
into his affairs, by adjusting his claims 

and getting the creditors to accept less 

than what they considered due to them; nor 

by thus getting a receipt in full can he 

then contend that his debts have been paid 
in full, and the adjudication order should 
be annulled. That can only be done by a 
composition or scheme of arrangement under 
the Act. From the insolvent’s affidavit it 
is clear that very large sums have been paid 
since the 22nd January 1917 to some of 
his creditors. He says they have been paid 
by his friends. Those friends, as far as 
I can see, will find themselves in somewhat 
embarrassing circumstances. They would 
have as security the promises of the insol- 
vent, which I have no doubt were given when 
the payments were made, that his assets would 
be charged with the repayment of those 
moneys. But as long as this order of ad- 
judication stands, his assets are vested in the 
Official Assignee from the date of his acts 
of insolvency, and persons, who made those 
payments on his account, will not be able to go 
against those assets. 

It has been contended that a considerable 
time will elapse before the questions with 
regard to the disputed claims can be decided 
and that will involve hardship upon the 
respondent. In the ordinary course it does 
not follow that the Official Assignee will dis- 
allow those claims which the insolvent 
now diputes, I have no doubt that the 
creditors will stoutly deny that they had 
been wagering with the insolvent and in any 
case whether the Official Assignee allows 
or disallows the claims then there will be 
an appeal to the Insolvency Court by either 
party against his decisions. Those questions 
will be very speedily decided. But that is 
not a ground on which an application to 
annul an order of adjudication can be sup- 
ported when it is proved that acts of in- 
solvency have been committed. It is only 
when the petitioning creditor’s debt is dis- 
puted that the Court may stay proceedings 
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under section 13 (6). The insolvent, as I 
have said, cannot divide his debts into two 
classes and say that one class is negligible, 
and then go to the other class and say : 

I am prepared to pay you a certain amount.” 
It is suggestsd that those creditors have 
been paid in full by means of an adjust- 
ment and that is not a composition. That 
is an argument which is puerile. Those 
creditors have no doubt grasped the situa- 
tion and are perfectly prepared to take six 
annas in the rupee on their claims, as a very 
satisfactory solution of their difficulties. 
Clearly on the insolvent’s own statement 
of his assets, they would not be able to 
get so much in the insolvency. The fact 
remains that it is a composition and not a 
payment in full. Therefore, in my opinion, 
acts of insolvency have been committed and 
that is practically admitted by the affidavit 
of the insolvent, and in that case I cannot 
apply the provisions of section 21. I cannot 
say that the debtor ought not to have been 
adjudicated insolvent, and it has not been 
proved to the satisfaction of the Court that the 
debts have been paid in full. 

Therefore, the Rule must be discharged. 

Ihe costs of those creditors who opposed 
the Rule to be added to their claims. 

The Official Assignee’s costs to come out of 
the assets. 

Rule discharged . 
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Present: — Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim, 
Mr. Justice Spencer and 
Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 

ABDUL MAJEETH KHAN SAHIB— 

Appellant 


versus 

C. KRISHNAMACHARIAR — 

Respondent. 

Muhammadan Law— Inheritance— Co-heirs, nature 
estate oj— Alienation by one co-heir in possession 
estate , whether binding on others. 

If one of the co-heirs of a deceased Muhammada 
m possession of the whole estate of the deceased or . 
any part of it, sells property in his possession fonnii 
part of the estate for discharging the debts of tl 
deceased, such sale is not binding on the other c 
heirs or creditors of the deceased, [p. 215, col. 2 1 

Pathummabi v. Vittil Ummachabi, 2 G M.’ 734- an 


Hasan Ali v. Mehdi Husain , 1 A. 533; 1 Ind. Dec. 
(n. s.) 423, disapproved. 

Case-law and authorities on the subject reviewed 
and discussed. 

Per Abdur Rahim , J . — The theory of Muhanmiadau 
jurisprudence, on which the right of succession and 
inheritance is based, is that even after death, the 
deceased’s rights in his properties still inhere in 
him, to the extent necessary for meeting the funeral 
charges and the legal obligations and liabilities in- 
curred in his lifetime and also for carrying out his 
wishes, as expressed in his last Will and testament, 
within the limits laid down by the law. [p. 212, col. 2.] 

On the death of a Muhammadan, the inheritance 
vests in his heirs according to their respective 
shares, although in the administration of the estate 
the funeral expenses, debts and legacies must be 
paid lirst and it is only the residue that is available 
for distribution among the heirs. It is not correct 
to say that the devolution of the estate on the heirs 
does not take place or is postponed until the funeral 
expenses and the debts and legacies have been paid, 
[p. 212, col. 2.] 

The co-heirs of a deceased Muhammadan take 
their shares in severalty, their rights Vicing analogous 
to those of tenants. in-common, and not of members 
of a joint Hindu family, [p. 213, col. I.] 

According to the principles of Muhammadan Law 
one co-heir of a deceased Muhammadan has no right to 
deal with tho shares of the other heirs, [p. 213, col. 2.] 

Appeal from the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Bakewell, dated the 23rd March 1915, in 
Ordinary Original Civil Suit No. 381 of 1913. 

This Original Side Appeal coming on for 
hearing on the 24th and 27th March 1916, 
upon reading the grounds of appeal, the 
judgment and decree of this Court in Civil 
Suit No. 381 of 1913 and the material 
papers in the suit, and upon hearing the 
arguments of Mr. C. Venkata8ubbaramiah t 
for the Appellant, and of Mr. C. P. Ramaswami 
Aiyar , for the Respondent, and the case 
having stood over for consideration till 17th 
April 1916, the Court made the following 
ORDER OF REFERENCE TO A 

FULL BENCH. 

John Wallis, C. J. — This is au appeal from 
a judgment of Bakewell, J., in a suit, brought 
by the Receiver appointed in a creditor’s 
suit for the administration of the estate of a 
deceased Muhammadan, for a declaration 
that a sale-deed executed by the widow of 
the deceased was void and not binding on 
the creditors and was in any event inoperative 
except as to the extent of the widow’s one- 
fourth share and for possession. The 
learned Judge held that the sale was valid 
only to the extent of the widow’s one-fourth 
share, but gave the 1st defendant, her 
alienee, a charge on the whole property for 
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Rs. 3,452 paid by him in satisfac- 
tion of a mortgage-decree against the 
deceased with further interest on the 
mortgage-money till the date of payment. 
The learned Judge after discussing the 
authorities came to the conclusion, as 
against the creditors of the deceased on 
whose behalf the suit was brought, that the 
widow, even though she was in possession 
of all the properties of the deceased, had 
no authority to take upon herself the 
administration of the estate even to the 
extent of selling the suit properties to raise 
money to satisfy the mortgage-decree in 
respect of these very properties which had 
been passed against the deceased. For the 
appellant it is contended that this decision 
is opposed to Pathummabi v. Vittil TJm- 
machabi (1). 

The whole subject is one of consider- 
able difficulty. If a Muhammadan appoints 
an executor, the executor has no doubt 
power to sell for the discharge of the debts 
of the deceased, and in the absence of the 
executor this could have been done by the 
Kazi. The High Courts, as is well known, 
have differed as to whether a sale under 
a decree obtained by a creditor against one 
of the co-heirs in possession of property of 
the deceased is binding on the other co-heirs 
who were not parties to the suit, and the 
question has been answered in the affirmative 
both in Calcutta and Bombay. In Davalava 
v. Bhimaji Dhondo (2), this was limited to 
the case where as here one of the 
co-heirs was in sole de facto possession of 
the whole estate and this limitation was 
adopted in Pathummabi v. Vittil Ummachabi 
^ ere R was further held that a co- 
heir in possession of the whole estate could 
equally sell property belonging to the estate in 
satisfaction of debts without any suit having 
been instituted and decree passed against 
such co-heir. At the same time the Court 
set aside as regards the other co-heirs the 
sale of item No. 11 to the 13th defendant in 
consideration of a debt of Rs. 25 and a 
further payment of Rs. 50, apparently on the 
ground that it was unnecessary and improper 
in the circumstances, though this is not 
expressly stated. This case was oited with 

(1) 26 M. 734. 

(2) 20 B. 338; 10 Ind Dec. (n. s.) 787. 


approval on another point by Abdur 
Rahim, J., in Hyderman Kutti v. Syed Ali 
(3), with reference to the validity of 
sales by the de facto guardian of a minor. 
The learned Judge in the course of his 
judgment referred to the general rule 
relating to sales by a person professing to 
deal with another’s property but without 
legal authority so to do, and observed that 
such sales are generally treated as mauquf 
or dependent, and upheld if made of necessity 
or if they are manifestly beneficial, and 
similar considerations may possibly apply 
in a case like the present. Bakewell, J., was 
apparently of opinion that the decision in 
Pathummabi v. Vittil Vmmachabi (1) was 
inapplicable where, as in the present case, the 
alienation is being questioned by the other 
creditors. If the balance of convenience may 
be regarded, I am not sure that it is for the 
benefit of creditors any more than of co- 
heirs to lay down a rigid rule that aliena- 
tions can be made only by the whole body 
of co-heirs or in a 9uit to which they are 
parties. The question is one of importance 
and difficulty, and as the authorities are 
by no means consistent, we have decided 
to refer the following question to a Full 
Bench: — 

When one of the co-heirs of a deceased 
Muhammedan in posesssion of the whole 
estate of the deceased or of any part of it 
sells property in his possession forming part 
of the estate for the discharge of • the 
debts of the deceased, is such sale binding 
on the other co-heirs or creditors of the 
deceased, and, if so, to what extent? 

Phillips, J. — In this case the plaint proper- 
ty was alienated by a Muhammadan widow, 
who was in sole possession of the whole 
property belonging to her late husband, in 
order to discharge debts due by him. -No 
doubt the sale was voluntary, but it purports 
to have been made because a creditor was 
threatening to execute a decree against 
the property, and the consideration for 
the sale was not paid until after execu- 
tion had been taken out against the suit 
property, the widow and the other heirs 
being parties to the execution petition. Two 
of the other heirs admit that they took no 

(3) 15 Ind. C&s. 576; 37 M. 514; 12 M. L. T. 147; 
(1912) M. W. N. 889; 23 M. L. J. 244, 
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interest in the property, because deceased’s 
debts exceeded his assets but the Receiver 
of the deceased’s estate now questions the 
validity of the alienation, if the sale to 
the appellant had been effected by Court 
it would appare ntly have been upheld both by 
the Calcutta and Bombay High Courts in ac- 
cordance with the decisions in Khunhlbibi 
v. Kew Vinayek (4), Davalar* v. Bh imaii 
llhcndo (2), Mutt wan v . Ahmed Ally (5) and 
Amir Dulhin v. Baij Nath Singh (6). In 
Allahabad, however, it has been held by the 
hull Bench that when the property of a 
Muhammadan intestate is sold in execution of 
a decree passed against the heirs in possession 
of the estate, the sale is not binding on an 
heir who was not a party, but in order 
to recover possession of his share that heir 
must pay the purchaser a proportionate 
amount of the decree-debt [ Ja f, i Begam 
v. Amir Muhammad Khan (7)]. In this 
Court in Pathummahi v. 1 it til Ummachabi 
(1) it was held that it was immaterial 
whether the sale was voluntary or effected 
by Court in execution of a decree, pro- 
vided that the seller was in possession of 
all the effects of the deceased and the Bom- 
bay cases were followed, but in applying 
the law as regards sales in which only 
part of the consideration money was applied 
in discharge of a debt due by the deceased the 
principle laid down in Jafn Begum v . Amir 
Muhammad Khan (7) was followed, although 
that case is not referred to in the judg- 

l C ! irl Hegam v ' Amir Muhammad 
Khan (7) Mahmood, J., discusses fully the 

Muhammadan Law on the subjectand criticises 

the rulings of the Calcutta High Court 

referred to above. The decisions in Bombay 

and Calcutta are not based on the same 

grounds and the view taken in Pathummahi 

v \ U) appears to be some- 

what different to the view of other Courts 

In these circumstances 1 agree in making 

the proposed reference to a Full Bench. 


This appeal coming on for hearing 
the 30th and 31st October 1916 as per abo 
order, upon perusing the Order of Roferen 
and upon hearing the arguments of t 

(4) 12 U. 101: 0 I ml. Doc ( x s ) r,.-,o 

jo} 2| C C 3 3?; ‘1°, L ,- n 34(i: 4 J " (l - Dec. (n. „.) 2; 
l\ o. dl If lo I ml. Due. (i\\ s ) 830 

*• «• 
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Counsel on both sides and the question 
having stood over for consideration till this 
day, t lie Court expressed the following 

OPINION. 

Akdur Rahim, J.- The question referred to 
us is in these words : When one of the 
co-heirs of a deceased Muhammadan, in 
possession of the whole estate of the deceased 
or of any part of it, sells property in his 
possession forming part of the estate for 
discharging the debts of the deceased, is 
such sale binding on the other co-heirs or 
creditoi s of the deceased and, if so, to 
what extent? The answer must be in the 
negative. 

On the death of a Muhammadan, the 
inbei itance vests in bis heirs according to 
their respective shares, although in the 
administration of the estate the funeral ex- 
penses, debts and legacies must be paid 
first, and it is only the residue that is avail- 
able for distribution among the heirs. It 
is not correct to say that the devolution 
of the estate on the heirs does not take 
place or is postponed until the funeral ex- 
penses and the debts and legacies have been 
paid. This is evident from the following 
facts: if an heir designated by the law dies 
after the deatli of the propositus, his share 
descends on his own heirs and does not lapse 
to the general estate. Each heir is entitled 
to the income that has accrued since the 
testator’s death in proportion to his share 
and he can transfer his share by sale or gift 
subject, it may be, as to the latter form of 
disposition to such restrictions as are imposed 
by the doctrine of mush a. 

1 he theory of Muhammadan jurisprudence, 
on which the right of succession and in- 
heritance is based, is that even after death, 
t ie deceased s rights in his properties still 
in leie in him, to the extent necessary for 
meeting the funeral charges and the legal 
obligations and liabilities incurred in his life- 
time and also for carrying out his wishes, 
as expressed in his last Will and testament, 
within the limits laid down by the law. 
A deceased person is classed among persons 
of defective capacity and his rights and 
obligations are considered not merely with 
reference to matters pertaining to this world 
but also with respect to his spiritual con- 
cerns. The payment of his funeial expenses 
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and debts is described as bis last need. 
And as for testamentary bequests, it is stated 
that, according to strict juristic theory, they 
should not be lawful at all but have been 
sanctioned in order that the testator might 
make up for his shortcomings in life by mak- 
ing gifts to deserving objects. 

It is argued that, as soon as a man is 
seized with death illness’ (t. e., illness which 
results in his death', the right of succession 
of his relatives comes into existence, although 
it remains in an inchoate state, that is, in 
the nature of a spes successions until death 
actually takes place, and the heirs entitled 
to succession are not ascertained until then. 
It is upon this theory that the right to 
bequeath by Will is treated as a concession 
to the deceased and is limited to one-third 
of his possessions. The result is, on the 
death of a person his estate is to be divided 
in this way, one portion for the deceased 
himself equivalent to so much of the estate 
as is necessary and sufficient for meeting 
his funeral expenses, debts, obligations and 
bequests, the last not exceeding one-third of 
the estate, and what remains is to be dis- 
tributed among the heirs according to their 
respective shares. Funeral expenses, debts 
and legacies are given preference because 
they are allowed by virtue of the rights of the 
deceased. 

As far back as 1878, the Judicial Com- 
mittee in Bazayet Hossein v. Dooli Chund 
(8) held that an heir-at-law was entitled 
to alienate his share, in spite of the fact that 
there were debts of the deceased still out- 
standing and it would not have been pos- 
sible to hold this if the inheritance did 
not devolve on the heir on the death of 
the propositus. Mr. Justice Mahmood in 
Jafri Bey am v. Amir Muhammad Khan (7) 
has fully discussed the question and I do 
not think it would be of any use to add 
anything more to his reasoning. As regards 
the nature of the tenure of the co-heirs’ 
shares, the heirs of a deceased Muhammadan 
take their shares in severalty, their rights 
being analogous to those of tenants-in-com- 
mon, and not of members of a joint Hindu 

(8) 4 C. 402; o I. A. 21 1; 3 Sar. P. C. J. 853; 3 Ind. 
Jur. 121; 2 Shome L. B. 169; 2 Ind. Doc*. (x. s ) [255 
(?* C.) t 


family. l^>3e Abdul Khadar v. Chidambaram 
Chettyar (9)]. 

There cannot ba the slightest doubt, there- 
fore, upon the principle of Muhammadan 
Law and also upon the authorities that one 
heir has no right to deal with the shares 
of the other heirs. In the Muhammadan 
system such a tenure of property is called 
shirkat , which literally means participation” 
and in law, joint rights,’ and which is 
translated as partnership' by Mr. Hamilton 
in his translation of the Hedaya. 

The definition of shirkat as given by him 
is, ‘ shirkat , in its primitive sense, signifies 
the conjunction of two cr more estates, in 
such a manner that one of them is not 
distinguishable from the other. The term 
shirkat , however, is extended to contracts, 
although there be no actual conjunction of 
estates, because a contract is tbe cause 
of such conjunction. In the language 
of the law it signifies the union of 
two or more persons in one concern.” 
(See Grady, Book XIV, page 217.) This 
definition, however, must be read with 
what follows and, so reading, it will be 
clear that shirkat is a generic term of 
law and applies both to joint ownership 
and to contracts of partnership. The former 
is called shirkat ul-milk which is translated 
by Mr. Hamilton as partnership by the 
right of property;” and the latter, which 
is partnership proper in the sense of the 
English law, is called shirkat~ul~akd. In 
shirkat‘uUmilk , the ownership acquired is 
either ‘ optional,” or compulsive,” to use 
the terms of Mr. Hamilton, and in the 
latter category are included the rights of 
co heirs. With respect to such rights it is 
laid down, “in this species of partnership 
(i. e , the rights of two persons inheriting 
one property), therefore, it is not lawful 
for one partner to perform any act with 
respect to the o her’sshare, withouthis permis- 
sion, each being as a stranger with respect to 
tbe other’s share. It is, however, lawful for 
either partner (*. e., one of the heirs) to sell 
his own share to the other partner (i. e., the 
co-heir) in all the cases here stated:— -and 
he may also sell his share to others, 
without his partners’ consent,” excepting 
in certain cases with which we are not 
concerned. 

(9) 3 Ind, Cas. 876; 32 M, 276; 5 M. L. T. 201. 
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This is absolutely clear authority in 
proof of the position that one heir has 
no authority, in law, to deal with the 
shares of his co-heirs. Iu face of it it is 
not necessary to refer to other original 
text books. It is stated, however, in 
Pathummabi v. Vittil Ummachabi (1), that 

if the creditor of the deceased can seek 
his relief against one of several co-heirs in 
a case where all the effects of the deceased 
are in the hands of that heir, it can 
make no difference whether the heir meets 
the demand by a bona fide voluntary sale, 
or the property is brought to sale in execu- 
tion of a decree obtained against him.” To 
the same effect is a decision of the Allahabad 
High Court in Hasan Ali v. Meluli Husain 

(10). The statement in Pathummabi v. 
Vittal Ummachabi (1) was purely by way of 
• biter dictum and with all respect to the 
learned Judges, they failed to hear in mind 
that the provision of the Muhammadan Law, 
that a deoree against one heir in possession 
of all the effeots of the deceased is binding 
on all if obtained after contest, is part of the 
prooessual law of that system and is not 
based on the ground that a single heir, if he 
happens to be in possession of the estate of the 
deceased, represents the rent of the heirs for 
the purposes of administration generally. 
The ground on which a decree against one 
of the heirs, in such circumstances, is treated 
as res judicata is, as stated in the books, that 
the decree in such cases is, in law, against 
the deceased and not against the particular 
heir who is made defendant in the suit. 

In Hedaya the matter is discussed in the 
chapter relating to the duties of the Nazi 
and in some other text books in the chapter 
dealing with olaims, in which chapters 
the rules of procedure of the Muhammadan 
system are mostly laid down. In dealing 
with the question whether where one of the 
heirs obtains a decree for the recovery of the 
property of the deceased in possession of a 
third person more than his share in that pro- 
perty should be made over to him in execu- 
tion of the decree, it is stated that all the three 
Doctors, that is, Abu Haneefa and his two 
disciples, agree that the decree enures not 
only in favour of the heir who actually is the 
plaintiff but also of the heir who did pot join 

(10) 1 A. 533; 1 Inch Dec. (n. s.) 423. 


on aooount of absenoe from the country, 
though there is a difference of opinion as to 
whether the decree-holder shall be given 
possession of more than his share. This is 
how the principle is enunciated in the 
Hedaya (Grady, page 349), “for anyone of]the 
heirs of a deceased person stands as litigant 
on the part of all the others with respeot to 
anything due to, or by the deceased, whether 
it be debt or substance; since the deoree of 
the Kazi % in such oase, is in reality either 
in favour of or against a deceased; and any one 
of the heirs may stand as his representative 
with respect to such decree." The qualifying 
words “with respeot to such deoree”, which 
I have italioised, are a material part of the 
proposition and, negative, by implication, the 
suggestion that, apart from a deoree, of Court, 
a single heir represents the entire estate of 
the deceased and can deal with the shares of 
the co-heirs without their consent. In other 
text books of Muhammadan Law, such as 
Baluurraiq and Alimajullah , the same pro- 
position is laid down under the heading of 
‘Claims * Nowhere have I found any general 
statement that, apart from representation in 
suits, one heir is entitled by his acts to bind 
the shares of the others. The dictum to the 
contrary, therefore, in Pathummabi v. Vittil 
Ummachabi (1) and the decision in Hasan 
AJi v. Meluli Husain (10) seem to be without 
sufficient authority and inconsistent with 
clear statements of the law in books of 
authority. 

There are a number of rulings, especially 
of the Calcutta High Court, in which the 
rule of Muhammadan Law as to one heir 
representing the other co-heirs in suits has 
boon adopted. [See Assamatliem Nessa Pibee 
v. Roy Lutchmet put Singh (11), followed by 
Muttyjan v. Ahmed Ally (5), Bussunteram 
Marwary y. Kamaluddin Ahmed (12), and 
Amir Dulhin v. Baij Nath Singh (6).] In the 
Allahabad High Court, on the other hand, 
the decision of the Full Bench in Jajri Begam 
v. Amir Muhammad Khan (7), where it was 
held, dissenting from Assamatliem Nessa Bibee 
v. Roy Lutchmeeput Singh (11), that this 


(11) 4 0. 142; 2 0. L. U. 223; 1 Shomo L. R. 219; 
2 liul. Doc (x. s.) 92. 

(12) 11 C. 421; 10 lmb Jur. 29; 5 hub Doc. (x. s.) 
1041. 
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question is Dot governed by the Muhammadan 
Law, but by the Civil Procedure Code, has 
been followed in the later rulings of that 
Court [.see Dalln Mai v. Hari Das (13).] In 
Bombay [ R hurshetbibi v. Keso Vinayek (4)], 
the view taken by the Calcutta High Court 
on this point has been adopted by the learned 
Judges, though proceeding to a considerable 
extent on the analogy of the Hindu Law. 

It is not necessary for us to pronounce any 
definite opinion upon this class of cases, which 
deal with the question how far a decree 
against one of the heirs of a deceased 
Muhammadan binds the others and under what 
circumstances. 

So far as voluntary alienations are con- 
cerned, which alone form the subject-matter 
of reference, the Muhammadan Law is clear 
that one of the heirs of a deceased person is 
not competent to bind the other heirs by 
his acts, 

Spencer, J. — I agree with the judgment of 
Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim just now pro- 
nounced. 

Srinivasa Aiyangar, J.— I agree. In the 
absence of any right in one of the heirs to 
represent the co-heirs, one of several co-heirs 
can only deal with his or her interest in the 
ancestor’s property inherited by them. My 
learned brothe** has shown that there is 
nothing in the Muhammadan Lawgiving such 
a right to one of the co-heirs who may happen 
to be in actual possession of the whole of the 
ancestor’s estate; such possession, it must be 
remembered, is presumably on behalf of all 
the co-heirs. He. is not constituted the 
representative of the deceased and cannot 
administer his property even for the limited 
purpose of paying off his debts. In Khiaraj- 
mal v. Daim (14), Lord Davey, referring to 
a sale by one of the heirs of a Muhammadan 
for discharging the debt due by the ancestor, 
said, prima facie his conveyance would pass 
only hisshare.” See page 37. Representation in 
a suit may conceivably stand on a different 
footing, for as stated by their Lordships in the 
same judgmentatpage 35. “The Indian Courts 
have properly exercised a wide discretion in 
al.owing the estate of a deceased debtor to be 
represented by one member of the family, 

and in refusing to disturb judicial sales on the 

(13) 23 A. 263; A. W. N. (1901) 75. 

' (141 32 I. A. 23; 1 C. L. J. 584; 32 C. 296; 8 Sar. 
P. C. J. 734; 9 C. \y. N. 201; 2 A. L. J. 71: 7 Bora. 
L. R. 1 (P- C.). ‘ 


mere ground that some members of the 
family, who were minors, were not made 
parties to the proceedings, if it appears that 
there was a debt justly due from the 
deceased, and no prejudice is shown to the 
absent minors. But these are usually cases 
where the person named as defendant is^ 
de facto manager of a Hindu family property, 
or has the assets out of which the decree 
is to be satisfied under his control;” and they 
applied this principle in that very case to the 
estate of Nabi Baksh. However, that is not 
the question here. 

'Reference answered in the negative . 

V.R.P. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 2853 

of 1915. 

April 19, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Richardson and 
Mr. Justice Walmsley. 

PROBHAT CHANDRA SHOME and others 

— Defendants —Appellants 

versus 

SHASHADHAR KUMAR GHOSE — 

Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Appeal , second - Undue influence — Finding of fact— 
Registration after period of limitation, validity of — 
Contract Act (IX of l872),s. 23 — Public policy — Agree- 
ment to compound criminal case , validity of — Com- 
poundable and non-compoundable effences. 

The finding of a lower Appellate Court that one 
of the parties to a suit for cancellation of a docu- 
ment executed it under undue influence is a finding 
on the merits and is, therefore, not open to question 
in second appeal, where there is some evidence, how- 
ever untrustworthy, to show that pressure was 
put upon that party and that the other party in 
whose favour the document was executed obtained 
an unfair advantage, [p. 219, col. 2.] 

The registration of a deed is not invalid and 
ineffectual merely because the deed was presented 
for registration by the grantee without the consent of 
the grantor after the expiry of the period limited for 
the purpose, and the delay was accounted for by the 
production of a false certificate of the illness of the 
grantor, [p. 219, col. 2.] 

Quaere. — Whether an agreement for the compromise 
of a criminal case is void as being opposed to 
public policy, where the case was initiated by a com- 
plaint alleging compoundable and non-compoundable 
offences but the Magistrate issued summons only in 
respect of the compoundable offence. 

Appeal against the decree of the Subordi- 
nate Judge, Dacca, dated the 19th April 
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1915, confirming that of the Munsif, Munshi- 
gan.i, dated the 15th June 1914. 

FACTS material will appear from the 
following judgment of the Court of First 
Appeal: — 

“This appeal arises out of a suit to cancel 
a document. The admitted facts of the case 
are as follows: — 

Many disputes were going on between the 
parties On the 4th November 1912 the 
plaintiff filed a complaint before the Magis- 
trate charging the defendant No. 1 and two of 
his relations with offences under sections 143, 
447, 426 and 352 of the Indian Penal Code’, 

and on the following day, the defendant 
No. 1 and a Muhammadan filed a similar com- 
plaint charging the plaintiff, bis son-in-law, 
and some others with offences under sections 
1-44, 147, 379, 504, 323 and 352 of the Indian 
Penal Code. Summonses were issued by the 
Magistrate in both cases under section 426 
only. After some adjournments, the parties 
entered into a compromise recorded in a 
separate deed and registered it. Both the 
criminal cases were dismissed for non- 
appearance and all the accused acquitted. 

The plaintiff’s case now is that he only 
partially executed the document under 
coercion and undue influence caused by the 
pressure of the criminal prosecution, 
specially as his son-in-law was implicated 
as an accused, and as the latter was to have 
appeared at the B. A. examination that 
year; that the compromise to stifle a 
criminal prosecution was invalid and that 

there was no legal registration of the docu- 
ment. 

■The defendants Nos. 1 and 3 only appeared 
and contested the suit in the lower Court 
The lower Court has decreed the suit 
cancelling the document hut awarding no 
costs to the plaintiff. The defendants have 
preferred this appeal. The plaintiff has 
preferred a cross appeal as to costs 

The points for decision in this appeal are:- 
, Whether the deed of compromise which 
had the effect of dropping the criminal eves 

was valid ip law? 

2 Whether the document was validly r e . 

gistered f Has the Civil Court jurisdic 
tion to consider the point Y 

3. Whether the document was induced by 

undue influence or coercio, ? j s it bindin £ 
on the plaintifl? Was it fully executed? 


Whether the parties acted upon the com- 
promiser' Whether the plaintiff is entitled 
to the costs of the lower Court? 

- 1 . 1 he other points are not of much 

importance and need not be considered. 

h INDING. — ( 1 ). It has already been ob- 
served that the Magistrate issued summons 
under section 426 only of the Indian 
Penal Code, which is a corupoundable offence. 
It is argued by the appellants’ Pleader that 
the deed compounding the offenoe under 
section 426 is perfectly legal. On the re- 
spondent’s side it is argued that the com- 
petency of the parties to compound a cri- 
minal case should be judged not only from 
the particular section of the Indian Penal 
Code under which the Magistrate issues 
summons in the first instance, but from 
the offences alleged in the petition initiat- 
ing the case, because it is quite open to 
the Magistrate to alter the charge at any 
time and try the accused under the non- 

compoundable offences mentioned in the 
original petition. 

The appellants’ Pleader has cited the 
following cases in support of his conten- 
tion, namely, Amir Khan Amir Jan (1) 
Mahomed Ismail v . Faizuddi (2), R a ’i 
Gharan Purkait v. Amrita Lai Gain ( 3 ). 
I’he respondent’s Pleader contends that the 
last case rather goes in his favour for 
the criminal case ought to have ’ been 
treated by the Magistrate ns a warrant 
case and the accused should have been 
called upon to answer the graver charges 
of a non-compoundable character. The re- 
spondent’s Pleader also contends that the 
principles laid down in the case of Fauiudra 
A" tl, Ohathrji v. Emperor ( 4 ) apply here 
and that the petition of complaint and 
vi .^ 0 " ,p lninant’s statement on oath (vide 

Kxliibit 1 ) should determine the character 

of the case, as to whether the stifling of 
such a prosecution would be opposed to 
public policy The cases reported ns Kail ash 

[ n v - MmudJi (5) and Bishu 
Shaik v. Saher Mollah ( 6 ) are also quoted 
in support < f the above view. 

(1) 3 C. W. N. f>. 

(2) 3 (\ \V. N. r. lS. 

(3) f. tail. Oils. SIS; II 0. L. J. |:l| 

W N. Iiu,' 1 CaS ' V9: 8 Cr •' W7; 36 C. 67; 1 » C. 

(f>) o 0 w X 2f>2. 

(0) C. >V. X. 7i2 ; 20 0, 4Q0 
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I have fully considered the arguments 
of both sides and 1 think that the ques- 
tion whether an agreement to stifle a 
criminal case is opposed to public policy or 
not, docs not depend on the procedure the 
Magistrate chooses to adopt for reasons of 
his own. That question depends on the 
original intention of the complainant as 
disclosed in his petition and first examina- 
tion , on oath. That should form the 
determining factor as to whether an agree- 
ment dropping such a prosecution would be 
opposed to public policy or not. 

I accordingly hold that the deed is 
unlawful, and I find this point against the 
appellants. 

(2). As to the registration of the docu- 
ment, it is evident that there were grave 
irregularities. It is clear that the plaintiff 
did not appear before the Sub- Registrar 
within 4 months of the execution as required 
by section 34 of the Indian Registration 
Act. The plaintiff did not show cause for 
the delay in his appearance and in fact 
he had no business to do so, because he was 
not willing to register the deed. The opposite 
party showed cause by producing a medical 
certificate of the plaintiff’s illness. The 
Sub-Registrar forwarded the same to the 
Registrar, who accepted it and condoned 
the delay. I do not think that the proviso 
to section 34 contemplates any such thing. 
That section evidently applies to the case 
of an executant who is desirous of having 
a document registered and who has been 
delayed and shows sufficient cause for the 
same. That section and proviso does not 
apply where one party wants to force the 
opposite party to register a document. 

I he procedure in suoh a case is laid down 

in section 3o of the Indian Registration 
Act. 

The appellants’ Pleader contends that the 
Civil Court has no authority to question 
the discretion exercised by the District 
Registrar. He relies upon the oases of 
Durga Singh v. Mathura Das( 7) and Gokulbhoy 
Mulchand v. Tullockchand Hamath (8) in 
support of his contention. But the facts of 
those oases are different. In the present case, 

1 3 ^ 6 A - a. \V. N. ( 1 884) 173; 4 Did. Dec. (n. s.) 
( Q ) 21 B. 69; 1 1 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 48. 


the order of the District Registrar was 
obtained by fraud on the strength of a 
false medical certificate. The certificate is 
vague and it refers to the illness in Chaitra or 
BaUack . The plaintiff was not at all ill 
after that and he could have easily attended 
the Sub-Registrar’s office within due date if 
he had liked. The illness referred to in the 
petition Exhibit IF clearly refers to the 
plaintiff’s indisposition on that date only 
and not on any previous date. The principle 
laid down in the cases of Jogine* Mohun 
Chatter jee v. Bhoot Nath Qhosal (fc), Baij Nath 
Tewari v. Sheo Sahoy Bhagut (10) and Broja 
Copal Mukherjee v. A bin ash Chandra Biswat 
(11), cited by the respondent’s Pleader, I 
think, applies to the facts of the present suit. 

I do not think that the irregularity in the 
present case, which was substantially due 
to the false medical certificate, is cured 
by section b7 of the Indian Registration 
Act. There is another grave defect in the 
procedure of the Sub- Registrar. The 
document in dispute contains a map The 

map is undoubtedly a part of the document 
Lnder section 21 (4) of the Indian Re- 
gistration Act, the document could not have 
been registered unless it was accompanied 
by a true copy of the map. Under section 62, 
Chapter XIII of the Registration Rules, the 
oopy of the map requires to be signed by 
aH the executants If the map attached to 
the deed Exhibit F be supposed to be the 
original, it appears that it is not signed by 
all the parties The plaintiff has not 
signed it at all. The map being a part 
of the document itself, there was thus no 
complete execution by the plaintiff. If the 
map be supposed to be the copy required 
by section 21 (4) of the Indian Registration 
Act, it transgresses the provisions of section 
62 of the Registration Rules. Inany case, 
the document should not have been admitted 

to registration. 

I called for and inspected the register 
of the Registration Office and examined the 
map attached to the book. Jt bears the 

signatures of all the executants, although 

the plaintiff denies his own signature, it 
is, therefore, likely that the Sub Registrar 
by mistake retained the original and 

(S) 6 C. \V. N. 8*6; 29 C. 654. 

(10) 18 O. 556; 9 Ind Dec. (n. s ) 372 

(11) 5ImI.Cs. 127,14 0. W. 2*. 
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returned the copy to the parties. But as 
I have observed before, the document 
should not have been registered unless the 
copy was signed by all the applicants. 

1 think that according to the principle 
laid down in the case of .Jambu Parshud v. 
Muhammad Nawab Aftab Ah Khan (12), the 

registration is invalid in the present case. 1 

think that the Civil Court has jurisdiction 
to make such a declaration. 1 accordingly 

find this point against the appellants. 

(3). The appellants’ Pleader con- 

tends that there being no issue on this 

question, the point cannot be considered. 
But the lower Court has considered the 
matter, and the point is covered by the 
first issue fixed by the Munsif No doubt 
the issue as framed is wide, but it is not 
vague. The case of coercion and undue 
influence is set up in the plaint and denied in 
the written statement. The appellants have, 
therefore, not been prejudiced by the lower 
Court not fixing a separate issue on the 

^ The case of coercion is not made out. 
There is no evidence that the complaint 
lodged by the defendant No. 1 was false 
and was thus an act forbidden by the In- 
dian Penal Code. As to the case of 
undue influence, the defendant No. 1 ap- 
nears to have been in a position to dominate 
the will of the plaintiff. The plaintiff’s 
son-in-law was implicated as an accused. 
The said son-in-law was to have appeared 
in the B. A. examination in that year. 
He came on a oasual visit to his father-in- 
law’s house and his being implicated in the 
criminal case was no doubt a cause for 
sore distress to the plaintiff, if the son- 
in-law had not been implicated, the plain- 
tiff would never have agreed to the com- 
promise. Then again the defendant No. 1 
filed a petition and insisted on the personal 
attendance of the son-in-law. The defend- 
ant No. 1 would not be satisfied by the 
appearance of the son-in-law through a 
Mu kh tear, although the Magistrate proceeded 
in the first instance under section 4*2(1 of 
the Indian Penal Code. All this must have 
weighed greatly on the plaintiff’s mind. 

(12) 28 I ml. Ciis. 422; 19 C. W. N. 282; 18 A. U .1. 
129; 17 M- • T. 149; 21 C. h. .1 218; 2 ... W. 277: 87 
A. 49; 28 M. L. J. 077; 17 Horn. U R. 418; (191'») M. 
\V. N- 092; 42 I. A. 22 (1\ C.). 


And then, the defendants did not accept 
the draft compromise prepared on the 
plaintiff’s side. They insisted on their own 
draft in its entirety. They gave no 
quarter. The plaintiff’s friends had no 
option but to urge the plaintiff to accept the 
defendants’ draft. Although the plaintiff has 
not produced his draft, it is clear that there 
must have been considerable difference in 
the two drafts, otherwise the defendants 
would not have insisted with such tenacity 
upon the acceptance of their own 

draft. 

It is, however, incumbent on the plaintiff 
to prove that the defendants obtained an 
unfair advantage over the plaintiff by the 
transaction. There is no doubt no detailed 
evidence on this point, but there is some evi- 
dence on the plaintiff’s side. The map attach- 
ed to the deed would go to show that the 
plaintiff has been put into a disadvantageous 
position. The plaintiff has been obliged to 
give up most of the valuable lands which 
were in his possession before, without an 
adequate or a fair compensation. The 
map would also show that roughly the 
plaintiff has been obliged to give 

up a large area. The oral evidence under 
the circumstances on the plaintiff s side as 
to the unfairness of the transaction is 
sufficient to shift the onus on the defend- 
ants, who have not adduced any evidence 
to discharge it. Besides it is apparent 
that the plaintiff took the earliest opportunity 
of repudiating the transaction. Had it been 
a fair one, the plaintiff would not have 
behaved himself in that way. J, therefore, 
think that the tranasotion is not binding 
on the plaintiff. As to the allegation that 
the compromise was acted upon, I have to 
observe that the defendants did not remove 
the eastern huts till after the registration 
was effected. The service of summons in 
this suit was effected on the eastern plinth. 
The defendants’ witnesses have deposed 
contrary to the written statement. The 
plaintiff is 8 annas owner of Madan Sing’s 
bnri and the fact of his cutting trees in 
that ri cannot be held to be an acceptance 
of the terms of the deed. 1, therefore 
think that there has been no acceptance 
on the part of the plaintiff of the terms 
of the deed and thus it is quite open to 
him to bring this suit. 
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1 have already observed that the plaintiff 
did not sign the map which is a part of 
the document itself. The defendants have 
adduced no evidence to show that the 
plaintiff actually signed the original map 
retained in the registration office. The 
deed including the map was written in 
duplicate, The defence evidence shows that 
all the parties signed both the documents 
and both the maps at the same time and 
place, but the said evidence is false. The 
map in plaintiff’s possession was filed in 
the Court below, and has also been filed 
here. There is no signature of any party 
in the said map. The allegation in the 
plaint that the deed was only partially 
executed thus seems to be true. Such a 
deed cannot, therefore, stand even if it 
is legally valid and duly registered. I 

find this point in favour of the re- 
pondent. 

(4) I think that the order of the lower 
Court as to costs is right. 

It is accordingly ordered that this 
appeal be dismissed with costs and in- 
terest at 6 per cent, per annum from this 
date till realization. The cross-appeal is 
also dismissed.” 

Babus Mohendra Nath Roy and TJpendra 
Lai Roy , for the Appellants. 

Sir Rash Behary Qhose and Babu Satya 
Charan Sinha , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Richardson, J. — This is an appeal from the 
judgment and decree of the Subordinate 
Judge, Dacca, dated 19th April 1915, con- 
firming the decree of the Munsif of Munshi- 
ganj. 

The suit was brought by the plaintiff, 
Shashadhar Kumar Ghose, for the cancella- 
tion of an agreement dated the 22nd Magh 
1319 (4th February 1913). It appears that 
the plaintiff and the defendants are co-owners 
of certain properties. Something occurred 
early in November 1912, which led the 
parties to file complaints against each other 
in the Criminal Court. The agreement in 
question, which is an agreement for the parti- 
tion of the common properties, is expressed 
to have been made for the purpose of putting 
an end to all disputes between the parties 
and for the purpose of settling or compromis- 
ing the criminal cases which had been 

instituted &nd were still pending at the time. 


The Courts below have concurred in setting 
aside the agreement on three grounds. 
They have held, firstly , that the agreement 
is opposed to public policy as being an 
agreement to stifle criminal prosecutions 
and, therefore, void under section 23 of the 
Contract Act; secondly , that the Registering 
Officer had no jurisdiction to register the 
agreement, and thirdly , that the agreement was 
obtained by the exercise of undue influence. 

There is room for considerable doubt as to 

the correctness of those conclusions. On the 

question of the agreement being opposed 
to public policy, the decision of this Court 
in Muhammad Ismail v. Samad All 
Bhuyan (13), and its bearing on the view of 
the law taken in the Courts below would at 
least require consideration. On the question 
o registration again, I am quite unable 
to follow the reasoning of the those 
Courts and am satisfied in my own mind that 
they were wrong in supposing that the agree- 
ment was not validly and effectual ly regis- 
tered. It is unnecessary, however, to ex- 
aminp these questions in detail because on 
the remaining question, the question of undue 
influence while J doubt very much 
whether I should have reached the same 
result on the merits, the merits are not open 

in second appeal and the jurisdiction of this 

Court to interfere is limited. The learned 
Subordinate Judge, at any rate, seems tc have 
found that the implication of the plaintiff’s 
son-in-law in the criminal proceedings caus- 
ed the plaintiff much distress of mind and 
placed the defendant No. i in a position to 
dominate the plaintiff’s will, and further 
that the defendants obtained an unfair 
advantage over the plaintiff. I have con- 
sidered whether there is a sufficient finding 
that the defendants or any of them actually 
brought pressure to bear on the plaintiff. It 
appears that the plaintiff’s son-in-law was 
due to appear in the B. A. examination of 
the Calcutta University and that thedefendant 
No, 1 filed a petition in the criminal case 
which he had instituted and in which the 

son-in-law was an accused, objecting to the 
latter appearing through a Pleader and insist- 
ing upon his personal appearance. The 
Subordinate Judge lays stress upon that and 
upon the defendants refusing to consider any 
modification at all of the agreement which 

(13) 32 Ind. Cas. 227; 20 C, W. N. 946. 
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they offered to the plaintiff. Ac 2 ording to 
the Subordinate Judge they issued a sort of 
ultimatum. If the < ffer was not accepted in 
its entirety the criminal case would be pro- 
ceeded with. I do not know whether I should 
have taken the same view of the evidence. 
The case is one somewhat near the line. It 
bears a strong resemblance to the case of 
Qrbardkan Das v. Jai Kishen Das (It). That 
case was decided by the Allahabad High Court 
under the old section Id of the Contract Act, 
but according to the commentators is still 
good law under the section as it now stands 
(Pollock and Mulla’s Contract Act, 2nd edi- 
tion, page 79). It came before the Court as 
a first appeal and the merits were open. 
Here, as I have said, the merits are not open 
and I cannot say either that there is no find- 
ing that the plaintiff was subjected to 
pressure or that there is no evidence at all on 
which that finding or the finding that an 
unfair advantage was obtained can be 
supported. That being so, the present appeal 
fails, but, in my opinion, the suir. does not 
redound to the plaintiff’s credit. He and his 
son-in-law were acquitted in the criminal 
proceedings and though the plaintiff may 
have got the worst of the bargain, I have a 
strong impression that if the plaintiff had 
been a man of sensitive honesty the suit 
would not have been brought. I propose, 
therefore, that the appeal should be dismissed 
without costs. 

Walmsley, J. — I agree. 

A ppea l ( / is m isse< / . 

(1 1) 22 A. 221, A. \V. N. ( 1900) 52; 9 I ml. I)cr. 
(N. s.) 1180. 


PUNJAB CHIRK COURT. 

Miscellaneous Second Civil Appeal No. 592 

ok 19 G. 

December 20, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Shadi Lai and 
Mr. Justice Broadway. 

DUN! CHAND — Defendant — 

Appellant 

versus 

MUHAMMAD HUSSAIN and others — 
Plaintiffs, The FIRM SHAMS D1N- 
ABDUL HAMID and others — Defendants 

— Respondents. 

Provincial Insolvency Act (III nf 1007), s. 4(5 (1) — 
“May appeal ", “shall be final", meanings of — Interpre- 
tation of Statute — Remedy provided by *•. 4(J (J) ( 


whether cumulative or substitutional for regular suit 
— Civil Procedure Code (Act I' of 1908), s. 9. 

The rule that where a Statute creates a right and 
provides at the same time a remedy, that remedy 
and no other is available, has no application to a 
case where a right is not created by the Statute 
but exists independently of it. [p. 22 3, col. 2.J 

The words “may appeal in section 43 (1) of the 
Provincial Insolvency Act mean that a party 
aggrieved with an order may, if he thinks lit, prefer 
an appeal against, it to the High Court but is not 
bound to do so. [ p. 221, cols. 1 A: 2 j 

'The words “shall be final” used in section 4(5 (1) of 
the Provincial Insolvency Act do not signify that 
the decision of the Insolvency Court cannot be 
impeached in a regular suit, but they simply 
emphasise that no second appeal lies against an 
appellate order of the District Judge, [p. 221, col. 2 J 
Nag i nla l Chunilal v. Official Assignee, 12 I ml. Cas. 
391; 35 15. 473; 13 Bom. L. It. 900; Rassnl llaji 
Cas*um, Jn re, 9 lml. Cas. 344; 13 Bom. L. It. 13 and 
Barlow v. Cochrane, 2 B. L. R O. O. 56, relied on. 

Miller v. Barlow, 14 .M . I. A. 209 at p. 222; 2 Sar. P. 
C. J. 7-7; 20 E. It. 765, followed. 

Ghasita v Wozmt, 10 P. It. 189<; Sham Lai 
v. Bindo, 20 A. 594; 1 A. L J. 266; A. W N\ (1901) 
135 and Sltarifa v. Munckhan, 25 B. 574; 3 Bom, L. 
It. 167, distinguished. 


A person whose property is claimed by another 
person has, under the common law, the right of 
instituting u suit against the latter to establish his 
title, and this remedy lias not been extinguished 
hy the Provincial Insolvency Act. So that where the 
Oilieial Receiver takes into his possession property 
as belonging to the insolvent, which a third party 
claims as his own, the latter can bring a suit against 
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right, [p 221 , col. 2; p. 222, col. 2.] 

Miscellaneous second appeal from the order 
of the Additional Judge, Amritsar, dated the 
9th December 1915. 

Mr. Tek Chand , for the Appellant. 

Mr. Muhammad Din , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The facts of this case lie 
within the narrowest possible compass. One 
Azim Bakhsh was adjudged an insolvent and 
the Official Receiver took possession of his 
property including the houses in dispute. 
The plaintiffs thereupon claimed certain 
rights in the houses, but the Insolvency 
Court disallowed their claim. Being dis- 
satisfied with this order, they brought a 
regular action to establish their interest in 
the property. The Trial Judge dismissed the 
suit on the ground that the plaintiffs had a 
right of appeal under section 46 of the Pro- 
vincial Insolvency Act against the order of 
the Insolvency Court, and that the remedy by 
suit was barred. Upon appeal the Additional 
Judge came to the contrary conclusion, a«d 
remanded the case for decision on th? 
merit?. 
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The question for determination in this 
appeal as well as in the connected Civil 
Appeal No. 101 of 1916 (in which the 
Insolvency Court released the property, and 
the creditor of the insolvent brought the 
regular suit), is whether the remedy by way 
of appeal provided by the Provincial Insol- 
vency Act is cumulative or substitutional 
for a regular suit. Section 46 of the said 
Act, which is invoked by both the parties in 
support of their respective contentions, is 
in the following terms : — 

46 (1>. Any person aggrieved by an 
order made in the exercise of insolvency 
jurisdiction by a Court subordinate to a 
District Court may appeal to the District 
Court, and the order of the District Court 
upon such appeal shall be final. 

Provided that the High Court, for the 
purpose of satisfying itself that an order 
made in any appeal decided by the District 
Court was according to law, may call for the 

case and pass such order with respect thereto 
as it thinks fit. 

(2) . Any person aggrieved by an order 
mads by the District Court under sections 
15, 16, 24, 26, 35, 37, 42, 43, sub section (2), 
or 44 otherwise than in appeal from an order 

made by a subordinte Court may appeal to 
the High Court. 

(3) . Any person aggrieved by any other 

order made by a District Court otherwise 

than in appeal from an order made by a 

subordinate Court may appeal to the High 

Court by leave of the District Court c r of 
the High Court. 

, ™ The periods of imitation for appeals 
to the District Court and to the High Court 

under this section shall be thirty days and 
ninety days respectively.” 

Ihe District Judge, Khwaja Tusadduk 
Hussain, who decided the case which has 
led to Civil Appeal No 101 of 1916, consider- 
ed that the use of the words “may appeal” 
in the section showed that a party aggriev- 
ed with the order may impeach it by 
appeal or otherwise if he has any other 
remedy provided by law. Had the Legisla- 
ture intended to confine the remedy to 
appeal only the word shall’ would have 
been appropriately used as in old section 540, 
Civil Procedure Code.” This argument is, 
in our opinion, wholly fallacious, and can- 
not be accepted. The obvious meaning of 
the aforesaid expression is that a party 


aggrieved by a decision may, if he 
thinks fit, prefer an appeal to the High 
Court, but is not bound to do so. He 
has a right of appeal, which he may or 
may not exercise and it would be intolerable 
if the Legislature in conferring the right 
of appeal made it obligatory upon a person 
to avail himself of it, even when he regarded 
the decision as correct or, for some other 
reason, did not wish to take his case to the 
higher Court. The mere fact that he is not 
compelled to exercise the right of appeal 
to which he is entitled under the law does 
not lead to the conclusion that the remedy 
by a regular suit is open to him. 

Mr. Tek Chand, for the appellant on the 
othjr hand, places his reliance upon the 
words ‘shall be final” used in the 1st 
paragraph of the section, which words, he 
contends, afford an indication of the intention 
of the Legislature that the decision of the 
Insolvency Court cannot be impeached in a 
regular suit. It is <o be observed that the word 
final ’ is confined in its operation to orders 
passed by the District Court upon appeal 
and does not find a place in the sub-sections 

dealing with the orders passed by the High 

Court. There can be no manner of doubt that 
the intention of the Legislature in using 
the term “final” was to make it clear that 
no second appeal lay against an appellate 
order of the District Judge, There being 
no Court in India empowerd to hear an 
appeal from an order passed by the High 
Court on appeal, there was no necessity of 
providing expressly that such an order 
should be final; and indeed any such provi- 
sion would have been wholly redundant. 
The contention urged on behalf of the appel- 
lant, if accepted, would lead to a reductio 
ad absurdum inasmuch as an action to con- 
test the order of the District Judge would 
be barred, but the same rule would not, so 
far as section 46 is concerned, apply to the 
order passed by the High Court. We are 
clear that the provisions of section 46 do 
not support the argument of the learned 
Pleader for the appellant. 

It is incontestable that a person, whose pro- 
perty is claimed by another person, has under 
the common law the right of instituting a 
suit against the latter to establish his title; 
and we do not think that the right of bring- 
ing a similar action against the Official 
Receiver, who is simply the representative of 
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the insolvent, has been taken away by the 
Legislature. Now, section 9, Civil Procedure 
Code, lays down in the clearest possible terms 
that the Courts shall have jurisdiction to try 
all suits of a Civil nature excepting suits 
of which their cognisance is either expressly 
or impliedly barred. The Provincial Insol- 
vency Act contains no express provision 
precluding the Court from taking cognisance 
of a suit of this nature; and as regards the 
implied intention, the main argument 
addressed to us is that the aforesaid Act 
is as the preamble shews, a consolidating 
Act, and that it was contemplated that all 
questions arising thereunder should be 
determined by the Insolvency Court and 
should not be made the subject of a regular 

suit. 

The question whether the provisions of an 
Act contain a necessary implication depriv- 
ing a person of the right of action must 
depend upon the language of the particular 
enactment, and it is impossible to lay down 
any hard and fast rule which would govern 
all cases. Now, in respect of the Guardians 
and Wards Act, a Pull Bench of this Court 
in Ghasita v. Wazira (1), upon a considera- 
tion of the different sections of the Act, 
has ruled that a regular suit for the custody 
of a minor is not permissible after the 
commencement of the above Act; and the 
same view has been taken by the Allahabad 
High Court in Sham Lai v. Bindo (2). The 
Bombay High Court has, however, adopted 
a different rule, vide Sharif a v. Munekhan 
(3). Can we say that there are provisions 
in the Provincial Insolvency Act which 
necessarily lead to the inference that the 
right of a person to institute a suit to protect 
his property has boon taken away, and that 
ho is bound to have recourse to the Insolvency 
Court? The fact that the Act consolidates 
the law relating to matters properly falling 
within the cognisance of the Insolvency 
Court does not necessarily conflict with the 
right of a person to bring an action to 
establish his title to the property which, 
according to him, has been wrongly claimed 
or seized by the Official Receiver. On the 
other hand we find that section 39, sub-section 
(5) of the Act, contains a provision to the 

' 1 ) 10 P. It. 1897. 

(2) 20 A. 59-4; 1 A. L. .1. 200; A. W. N. (1904) 185. 

(2) 25 11. 874; 3 Horn. L. It. 107. 


effect that no suit for a dividend shall lie 
against the Receiver; and it seems to us that 

if the Legislature had intended to preclude 

the ordinary Court from adjudicating upon 
a dispute between the Official Receiver and 
an outsider relating to property, it could 
have easily manifested its intention by insert- 
ing a similar provision. 

The learned Pleaders on both sides express 
their inability to cite any case under the 
Provincial Insolvency Act dealing with the 
point before us. But the principle enunciat- 
ed in Naginlal Chunilal v. Official Assignee 
(4), a case decided under the Presidency 
Towns Insolvency Act, III of 1909, is, in our 
opinion applicable here. The learned Judges 
of the Division Bench, after considering, 
inter alia , the relevant sections of that Act, 
arrived at the conclusion that the common 
law remedy by suit had not been extinguished 
by the Act, and that where the Official As- 
signee takes into his possession property as 
belonging to the insolvent, which a third 
party claims as his own, the latter can 
bring a suit against the Official Assignee in 
a Civil Court to establish his right. And 
the same rule has been laid down in a Single 
Bench of the same Court in Rassul Haji 
Ca*s tun, In rc (5). The learned Judge, in 
adjudicating upon the motion by certain 
claimants to the property seized by the Official 
Assigneo as belonging to the insolvent, made 
the following pertinent observations; — 

“For in all essential respects the case 
laid before me by this motion is in effect 
the same as the case of a party who seeks 
to have an attachment raised. In those 
circumstances the Court deals with the 
objection summarily, and if as a result it is 
prim a Jane sat if died that the attached pro- 
perty was not at the time ot the attach- 
ment in the possession of, and did not belong 
to, the judgment-debtor, it removes the at- 
tachment and leaves the creditor to establish 
his right, if any, by a regular suit.. So 
here if the Court were summarily satisfied 
that the property now in dispute was, wheu 
seized, in the possession of, and did belong to, 
the claimants, it appears to me that it ought 
to order the Official Assignee to restore that 
property to them, and, if so advised, to 
pursue it by means of a regular suit. I think 

(4) 12 lml. Fas. 391; 35 B. 473; 13 Bom. L. R. 900. 

(5) 9 lml. Css. 344; 13 Bom. L. R. 13. 
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there can be no doubt that motions of this 
kind have not infrequently been brought 
in the Insolvency Court, although there is no 
recorded case to which my attention has 
been drawn, and in which all the arguments 
for and against this procedure have been 
considered and adjudicated upon.” 

Further, we find that in a case under the 
Indian Insolvents Act, which Act has now 
been replaced by the Presidency Town In- 
solvency Act, a Division Bench of the Calcutta 
High Court (Sir Barnes Peacock and Mr. 
Justice Markby) held that an order passed by 
the Insolvency Court did not prevent the 
owner of the property which was the subject 
of the order from suing the Assginee to estab- 
lish his right to it; vide , Barlow v. Cochrane 
(6). Upon appeal to the Privy Council 
against the decree of the High Court allowing 
the plaintiff’s claim, the point was again raised 
by the defendants’ Counsel, as appears from 
the following extracts from the arguments 
given atpage 222 of 14 Moore’s Indian Appeals 
[Miller v. Barlow ( 7)]; — “The order of the In- 
solvent Court, pronounced on the 16th May 
1867, not having been appealed against, bound 
the appellant as to the matterdeoided therein, 
and he had no right to sue. ..but having 
submitted to the jurisdiction of the Insolvent 
Court, he should have preferred his claim 
there.” The judgment of their Lordships 
does not contain any expression of opiniou 
upon the matter, but the fact that the decree 
of the High Court in favour of the plaintiff 
was upheld clearly, shows that the objection 
must have been overruled, otherwise the Privy 
Council would have accepted the appeal and 
dismissed the suit. 

Neither the judgment of the Privy Council 
nor that of the Calcutta High Court, nor again 
the one pronounced by the Bombay High 
Court and reported in Indian Cases was 
cited at the Bar; but this fact is clearly no 
justification for ignoring the rulings which 
have an important bearing upon the point 
before us. It is accordingly clear that the 
law obtaining in the Presidency Towns does 
not prohibit an action to establish title to the 
property claimed as belonging to the insolvent; 
and there is no cogent reason for holding that 
the Provincial Insolvency Act has made a 
departure from this rule. In the face of these 

(6) 2 B. L. R. O. C. 56. 

(7) 14 M. I. A. 209 at p. 222; 2 Sar. P. J. 727; 20 E. 
R. 765. 


judgments we consider it unnecessary to 
discuss the argument derived by way of 
analogy from the provisions of the Land Ac- 
quisition Act or the Punjab Municipal Act, or 
from the decisions based upon those Acts. We 
fully accept the principle enunciated in Rama 
Chandra v. Secretary of State (8) and cited 
with approval in Municipal Committee , Amhala 
v. Mohender Singh (9), that where a Statute 
creates a right and provides at the same time 
a remedy, that remedy and no other is avail- 
able. But that rule has absolutely no applica- 
tion to a case where, as in the suit before us, 
the right was not created by the Act, but 
existed independently of it. Section 41 of the 
Indian Evidence Act cited by the appellant’s 
Pleader enumerates the various judgments, 
which are to be treated as judgments in 
rem, and provides that they are conclusive 
not only against the parties, but against the 
whole world. The section has obviously no 
bearing upon the matter in issue. 

For the foregoing reasons we hold that 
the plaintiff’s remedy to establish his title 
in a regular suit has not been either expressly 
or impliedly taken away by any Statute. We 
accordingly affirm the decision of the lower 

Appellate Court and dismiss the appeal with 
costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 

(8) 12 M. 105; 13 Ind. Jur. 50; 4 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 

422. y 

(9) 9 Ind. Cas. 1000; 38 1\ R. 1911; 118 P. L. R. 
1911; 97 P. W. R. 1911. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT 

Letters Patent Appeal No. 115 of 1916. 

December 4, 1916. 

Present : — Justice Sir William Ayling. Ki\, 
and Mr. Justice Sesbagiri Aiyar. 

RANGASAMI UDAYAN— 
Defendant No. 4 — Appellant 

versus 

MANICKAM PILLAI — Plaintiff — 

Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1908J, O. VIII rr 
1 to 10, 0. IX , rr. 6(1) (a), (7), 13-0 mission oj 
defendant to file written statement— Declaration of 
ex parte, validity of. 

A defendant in a suit appeared in person on 4tli 
September 1915; be was then ordered to file a written 
statement and given time till 21st September 1915; 
on the latter date, he appeared and asked for further 
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time. The request was refused, and lie was declared 
c.r pi i lc: 

LI' hi, per Ajlinif, .1. (Scshayiri Aiyur, dissenting), 
that the order declaring the defendant ex pnele was 
not ulha vires. [ p. 225, eol. 2.] 

Per Ai/liruj, J . — The rules in Order VIII of the 
Civil Procedure Code, intervening between rules 1 and 
b, are all directed to making clear what should Vie 
contained in a written statement referred to in rule 
]. Thev are really of the nature of explanations to 
rule 1. Rule 10 of Order VIII relates hack to rule 1 as 
well as to rule 9. [p 225, cols. 1 A' 2.] 

Per Seshuijni Aiijur , (dissenting.) — A party should 
not he declared e.r pnele when he appears in person, 
though his defence may he struck out. [p 225, col. 

2.J 

Chunnl leu v. Cham mu n Lai, 7 A. 159; A. W. N. 
(1884) 313; 4 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 352. 

The omission to make a provision in rule 13 of 
Order IX, regarding the non-tiling of a written state- 
ment, is a clear indication that a declaration of c.r 
pa. te can he made only for the non-appearance of a 
party, [p. 226, col. 2.] 

The words “from whom a written statement is 
required” in rule 9 of Order VIII, cannot he read as 
referring hack to rule 1. A whole mass of matter 
intervenes between the two rules and it would he 
doing violence to the language to read those words 
as referring to rule 1. Rule 10 cannot he connected with 
rule 1 of Order VIII [p. 227, eol. l.J 

Sirurajadhani Xinlukanthuin Pitta ij v. Knppayunlnl u 
Rumiah Panful a, 2 M. H. C. R. 31 1; Shalizmla Pakuktur 
v. Jakriram Phakalh , 11 W. It. 5; ilaijhapa v. 
Para pa , 1 R 217; 1 Ind. Dec. (x s.) 115 and Ross A* 
Co. v. Scriccn , 34 Ind. Cas. 235; 20 C. W. N. 1192; 
43 C. 1001, followed. 

Appeal, under clause 15 of the Letters 
Patent, against the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Coutts-Trotter, in Civil Revision Petition 
No. 188 1 of 1915, preferred against the order 
of the Court of the District Munsif. Tiru- 
koilur, in Original Suit No. 4b'0 of 1915. 

Mr. C. / adman, ibha Iyengar , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Mr. A. Chandrasekara Iyer , Curin'. 

JUDGMENT. 

Ayling, J. — Appellant before us was the 
4th defendant in Original Suit No. IH) of 
1915 on the lile of the District Munsif of 
Tiiukoilur. He received notice of suit and 
appeared in person on the 4th September 
1915. He was then ordered under Order Ylll, 
rule 1 of the Civil Procedure Code, to lile a 
written statement and at his own request was 
allowed time till 21st September 1915 to do 
so. He again appeared on the latter date, 
and apparently asked for further time but as 
the reasons he gave were insufficient in the 
opinion of the District Munsif, this request 
was refused. As he did not tile the written 

statement on the 21st September 1915, as 


required, an order was passed on that date 
declaring him ex parte. 

On the 12th October 1915, he applied 
under Order IX, rule 7, to have the ex parte 
order set aside: but this application was dis- 
missed. 

He then presented a revision petition to 
this Court against the order dated 21st 
September 1915, which was dismissed by 
Coutts Trotter, J , on the 10th March 1916. 
Against the latter order, he prefers the 
present Letters Patent Appeal. 

Respondent was not represented; but at 
our request Mr. Chandrasekara Iyer was 
good enough to argue the case for him as 
amicus curin'. 

The sole question for disposal is whether 
the Munsif’s order, dated 21st September 
1915, declaring appellant ex parte for failure 
to tile a written statement as required is 
ultra vires. 

The only provision of law specifically 
empowering a Court to proceed *x parte is 
Order IX, ruled (1) (a), and this is contin- 
gent on the defendant failing to appear. 
It does not apply to a case in which a 
defendant appears but fails to tile a written 
statement. Appellant’s Vakil contends that 
there is nothing in the Code penalising 
disobedience to an order under Order Vi II, 
rule 1 ; and that the Court can only pro- 
ceed under Order X, and exaraiue the 
defendant orally, recording his admissions 
and denials. Mr. Chandrasekara Iyer, ou 
the other hand, relies on Order VIII, rule 
10, as impliedly conferring the power to 
declare a defendant ex parte. 

Assuming the last mentioned rule to 
apply, 1 think it would authorise an ex 
parte declaration. It runs thus: Where 

any party from whom a written statement 
is so required fails to present the same 
within the time fixed by the Court, the 
Court may pronounce judgment against him 
or make such order in relation to the suit 
as it thinks tit.’’ 

To summarily pronounce judgment against 
a party without considering evidence (which 
the Court is specifically empowered to do 
under the first part of the rule) is the 
most drastic measure conceivable; and the 
power in the alternative to pass any other 
order it thinks fit must include the power 
to make any less severe order. It would 
be a less severe order to defer passing 
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judgment until the evidence of the other 
side had been recorded and considered. 
Ihis is what an ex parte declaration amounts 
to; and it by no means necessarily involves 
judgment against the person declared ex parte. 

1 he difficulty is in deciding whether rule 10 
only applies to a failure to comply with a re- 
quirement under rule 9; or whether it also 
covers failure to present a written statement 
required under rule 1. The word “so” 
is certainly ambiguous. Appellant relies on 
the close juxta position of the two rules and 
argues that the words so required” in 
rule 10 can only relate to a requisition 
under rule 9; otherwise instead of “so re- 
quired ’ the words used would be “required 
under this Order.” 

On the other hand if this were the 
intention of the Legislature, there is no 
object in making a separate rule. The penal 
clause would more suitably and con- 
veniently form part of rule 9 ( cf . Order 
X, rule 4). It would moreover be strange 
for the Legislature to penalise so heavily 
the failure to present an additional written 
statement, when required, and to leave 
unpunishable the failure to present a written 
statement when required at the outset of 
the cise: c/., also the case to provide penal 
clauses in Order X, rule -4, Order XI, 
rule 21, and Order XVI, rule 20. I do 
not think that the provisions of Order X 
afford an adequate explanation. This order 
merely ensures that the material averments 
of parties shall, somehow or other, be 
placed on record at the outset of the trial. 
The Court may take them down from the 
mouths of the parties but it also may, 
as empowered by Order Vfll, rule 1, require 
the defendant to put his case in writing. 
And where the Legislature empowers a Court 
to require a party to do a certain thing, 
it is most unlikely that it deliberately 
intended to leave that Court without power 
to enforce obedience by penalty for dis- 
obedience. In fact, the omission of a penalty 
for disobedience to the requisition under 
this rule could, in ray opinion, only be 
explained on the ground of oversight, an 
explanation which, unless compelled to, we 
should be slow to adopt. 

.And I do not think on a careful consider- 
ation of Order VIII that any such conclusion 
is justified. The rules in the Order in- 

15 


terveniug between rules 1 and 9 are all 
directed to making clear what should be 
contained in the written statement referred 
to in the former. They are really of 
the nature of explanations to rule 1 and 
might not inappropriately appear as part 
of it. If they did and if rules 9 and 
10 stood numbered as rules 2 and 3, it 
would, I think, be hard to contend that 
rule o applied only to rule 2 and not 
to rule 1. 

It is curious that a point of this nature 
should not long ago have been covered 
by authority; but the only case quoted 
to us is that reported as Sivarajadhani 
Nilakantham Pillay v. Kuppagantulu Ramiah 
Pantulu (1), in which it was held that 
failure to file a written statement did 
not justify the trial of a case ex-parte. The 
Code in force at the date of this decision 
(Act VIII of 1859), however, contained 
no provision analogous to Order VIII, rule 
10: nor did it empower the Court to 
require the presentation of a written 
statement. In my opinion, rule 10 of Order 
VIII relates back to rule 1 as well as 
to rule 9; and that the District Munsif's 
order was not ultra vires . 

In my opinion, there is no ground for 
interference and the Letters Patent Appeal 
should be dismissed. 

Sesh^giri Aitar, J. — I regret very much 
I am not able to agree with my learned 
colleague. The facts have been fully stated 
in his judgment: but for the fact that an 
important principle relating to processual 
law is involved, I would not have con- 
sidered it necessary to differ from Mr. 
Justice Ayling’s judgment. 

In my opinion, the District Munsif 
acted illegally in the exercise of his juris- 
diction in declaring the appellant ex parte. 

I accept the Munsif’s statement that he 
asked the appellant to file a written state- 
ment on the 4th September 1915 when he 
appeared in person. I do not think the 
failure to file the written statement entitled 
the District Munsif to declare the appel- 
lant ex pirte. It is admitted that he was present 
on the adjourned date. It sounds incongru- 
ous that a defendant who appears in 
person should be declared ex parte [see 

(1) 2 11. H. G\ R. 311. 
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Chunni Lai v. Chamman Lai (2)], I can 
understand the Court declaring that his 
defence should be struck out, and that 
he is disentitled from tiling any written 
statement in future. From my limited 
experience of the work on the original 
side, I know that cases in which defendants 
fail to file their written statements in 
time are placed in the Undefended Board. 
I speak with some hesitation, but I do 
not think that a defendant who appears 
but does not tile his written statement 
would be declared ex parte on the original 
side. The difference between declaring a 
defendant ex parte and placing the case 
in the Undefended Board seems to be 
this. A defendant declared ex parte has no 
right of audience until the order is set 
aside, whereas a person whose written 
statement has not been received would 
have an opportunity of cross-examining the 
plaintiff and his witnesses and of showing 
that the plaintiff has not proved his case, 
although he may be debarred from proving 
his defence. To take a concrete instance, 
the defence to a money claim may be, 
that it is barred by the rule of res judicata. 
A defendant whose written statement is 
not accepted would not be allowed to 
produce evidence to prove this defence: 
but he could, by cross-examination of the 
plaintiff and his witnesses, show that the 
plaintiff is not entitled to the amount 
he claims. Take another instance; to a suit 
in ejectment based on title the defence 
of adverse possession may be the answer. 
For failure to tile his written statement 
in time, the defendant may be precluded 
from adducing evidence to prove this: but, 
if he appears, he would be permitted to 
show that the plaintiff has no title. Thus 
the difference between declaring a defendant 
or parte and refusing to accept his written 
statement thereby striking out his defence 
is a substantial one. In my opinion, the 
defendant to whom time has been given 
to file his written statement and who 
fails to tender it in time, but who still 
appears in person should not be subjected 
to the disqualification of being declared 
ex parte. 

An examination of the Orders and rules 

(2) 7 A. 159; A. W. N. (1884) 913; 4 Ind. Dec. 
(N. is.) 352. 


of the Code of Civil Procedure seems to 
bear out this view. Order IX, rule 6 (a), 
makes it a condition precedent to the 
declaration of ex parte that the plaintiff 
appears and the defendant does not appear.” 
Rule 11 of the same Order contemplates 
that when some of the defendants appear 
and others do not, the Court at the time 
of pronouncing judgment shill make such 
an order as it thinks tit with respect to 
the defendants who do not appear.” Ap- 
parently under this rule, so long as all the 
defendants are not ei parte , the defendant 
who was absent at an earlier stage can 
take part in the hearing at a subequent 
stage. Rule 13 appears to me to be fairly 
conclusive of the question. This rule 
enjoins on the Court to set aside the 
ex parte order if the defendant satisfies the 
Court that he was prevented by any 
sufficient cause from appearing.” The 
appearance certainly iucludes personal 
appearance. The import of the rule is 
that the defendant could be deolared ex 
parte for his non-appearance, and not for 
failure to file a written statement. If 
failure to tile a written statement is a 
good cause for declaring a defendant ex 
parte , the rule should have provided 
for reasons being shown for failure to file 
the written statement in time. The absence 
of such a provision is very significant. 
My conclusion is that a declaration of ex 
parte can only be made for non-appearance 
of the party. 

I shall go back a little and examine 
Order Vi 1 1. Rule l of that Order is a 
considerable improvement upon section 110 
of the Code of 1882. Under that seotion, 
the written statement could have been 
tendered at any time; and there was no 
provision enabling the Court to call for 
one. Rule 1 supplies that deficiency; but 
no penalty is imposed for not filing the 
written statement called for. Rule 9 relates 
to statements after the filing of the first 
written statement. Very often the Court 
may ask the plaintiff to file a statement 
in answer to some specific allegations made 
in the defendant's written statement; or it 
may be that at the suggestion of the 
plaintiff or after discovery and inspection, 
the Court considers that the defendant 
should tile a further statement. Rule 9 
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Br the Court, — As a result, the Letters 

Patent Appeal is dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 


enables the Court to get from the parties 
statements of the above description. Rule 
10 prescribes the penalty for failure to 
comply with such a request. Even if I 
am prepared to read this rule as enabling 
the Court to declare a defendant ex parte , 

I am unable to hold that the words “ from 
whom a written statement is so required ”4 as 
referring back to rule 1. A whole mass 
of matter intervenes between the two rules, 
and I oonsider it would be doing violence 
to grammar to read the words I have 
italicised as referring to rule 1. It may 
be a case of omission or not, I am unable 
to connect rule 10 with rule 1. Order 
X, rule 4, and Order XYI, rule 20, provide 
for the contumacious conduct of a defendant 
who appears. The declaration of ex parte is 
not among the penalties. 

Therefore, apart from any decisions, I 
am of opinion that the order declaring the 
appellant ex parte was passed without jurisdic- 
tion. 

Sivarajadhani Nilakantham Pillay v. Kup - 
pagantulu Ramiah Pantulu (1) directly and 
Shahzada Pakaktar v. Jakriram Bhokath (3) 
and Raghapa v. Parapa (4) by implication 
support this view. 

I may also say that the exercise of the 
discretion by the District Munsif seems to 
have been very arbitrary, although that 
would not furnish a ground for interference 
under section 115. There was only one 
adjournment given and on this date, time 
was granted to other defendants to file their 
written statements. Therefore there was no 
object to be gained by debarring the ap- 
pellant alone for defending the suit. Re- 
ference may be made to the observations 
of the learned Judges in Ross and Co. v. 
Scriven (5), which contains very salutary 
cautions about declaring a defendant ex parte. 

Before closing the judgment, I must 
express my indebtedness to Mr. Chandrasekara 
Iyer for having ably argued the case on 
behalf of the counter-petitioner who was 
not represented before us. 

I would, therefore, reverse the order of 
the District Munsif declaring the appellant 
ex parte and 1 remand the case to him for 
disposal according to law. 

3) 11 W. R. 5. 

4) 1 B. 217; 1 Ind. Deo. (n. s.) 145. 

(5) 34 Ind. Cas. 235; 20 C. W. N. 1192; 43 G. 1001, 
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PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Second Ciyil Appeal No. 941 of 1916. 

April 16, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 

SURAJ DEO NARAIN MISSRA— 
Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

SARJUG PRASAD MISSRA and others— 

Defendants — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1908,), O. XXXII , r. 4 
— Guardian ad litem, appointment of — Adverse interest 
— Consent of guardian — Minor , decree against— Suit to 
set aside decree — Prejudice to minor — Proof. 

The mere omission to obtain the consent of the 
person -whom it is proposed to appoint guardian 
ad litem of a minor is not fatal to the proceeding. 
It must be shown that the minor was prejudiced by 
the defect, [p. 228, col. 2.] 

A minor when lie comes of age can attack a decree 
obtained against him during his minority upon the 
ground that the person who represented him in the 
litigation had an adverse interest, but he must show 
that in that particular case that particular person 
had in fact a particular adverse interest. He cannot 
be allowed to succeed on mere surmise, [p. 228, col. 2.J 
Where S., a minor, was sued on a mortgage-bond 
executed on his behalf by his mother for legal neces- 
sity and benefit of the minor, and the mother, who was 
also the certificated guardian of the person and pro- 
perty of the minor, was appointed his guardian ad 
litem , but she failed to appear in the suit though 
notice was served upon her, and a decree was passed 
again 6t the minor: 

Held , that the decree could not be set aside merely 
on the ground that the mother’s consent to act as 
guardian ad litem was not obtained, when it was prov- 
ed that the minor was in no way prejudiced by the 
procedure adopted, [p. 228, col. 2.] 

Appeal against a decision of the District 
Judge, Durbhanga, dated the 24th May 1916, 
reversing that of the Subordinate Judge, 
Durbhanga. 

FACTS. — The mother of the appellant, 
during his minority, executed on his behalf a 
mortgage-bond in favour of the respondents, in 
order to pay off the debts due from his father 
for recovery of which a suit was going to 
be instituted and to defray certain necessary 
expenses of the minor. The mortgagee sued 
the minor on the mortgage-bond and nominat- 
ed his mother, who had also been appointed 
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guardian of his person and property by the 
District Judge, as guardian ml litem . The 
usual notices were served on the minor 
and the proposed guardian, but no appearance 
was made. The Court duly recorded an 
order appointing the mother as guardian 
ad litem and passed an f.r parte decree against 
the minor. The mother later on tried to 
have thees paite decree set aside under Order 
IX, rule 13, Civil Procedure Code, and 
also to have the sale held in execution of 
the mortgage decree quashed on the grounds 
of material irregularity and substantial 
loss, but without success. The minor on 
attaining majority sued to have the decree 
set aside on the ground of fraud, and also 
on the ground that he was not properly 
represented in the suit inasmuch as express 
consent of his mother was not taken, and 
that the mother having executed the bond 
her interest was adverse and she was not 
a proper person to be appointed as guardian. 

Messrs. Saroshi Churan Mitter and Murari 
Prasad , for the Appellant. 

Messrs. Bnidyanath Naruyan Sinha and 
Harnarayan Prasad, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Chapajan, J. — This appeal arises out of a 
suit to set aside a decree on the ground 
of fraud. The decree had been obtained 
against the plaintiff during his minority. 
I'or the purposes of the suit which resulted 
in the decree the plaintiff’s mother had 
been appointed as guardian, his mother 
being at the time appointed as guardian 
of his person and property by the District 

Judge. The suit has been dismissed in both 
Courts. 

It has been found that the bond was 
executed by the mother on behalf of the 
plaintiff for necessity, that the plaintiff has 
benefited by the money, and that his mother 
executed the bond with full knowledge of 
its contents. AVe are asked to interfere in 
second appeal upon the ground that before 
the order appointing the mother as guardian 
her consent was not obtained. What hap. 
pened was that notice was served upon the 
mother in accordance with the Code of Civil 
Procedure and she rabid no objection to 
appear for the minor as his guaidian. 
Having regard to the fact that she had 
executed the bond with full knowledge and 


misska. 

for legal necessity it is not surprising that 
she did not appear in the actual suit, but 
she did appear in the execution proceeding 
and she did appear on behalf of the minor 
in an application for revising the suit. I 
am of opinion that the mere omission to 
obtain the consent of the person whom it 
is proposed to appoint as the guardian is 
not a defect which is necessarily fatal to 
the proceeding. The Privy Council have 
more than once pointed out that a defect 
in complying with tho rule laid down upon 
the subject of appointing guardians is not 
necessarily fatal to the proceeding. It must 
be shown that the minor was prejudiced 
by the defect. No doubt the Court will 
be jealous on behalf of the minor in suoh a 
case and the Court will be inclined to find 
that the minor is prejudiced. In the present 
case there appears to have been overwhelm- 
ing evidence that there was no sort of pre* 
judice whatever. 

It is then contended that the mother had 
an adverse in forest to the minor in the suit. 
The suggestion is that if some other 
unknown person had been appointed guardian, 
the minor might have instructed that un- 
known person that he should impugn the 
bona fides of his mother and suggest that his 
mother had entered into a fraudulent con- 
spiracy against him. That does not appear 
to me to be a sound suggestion. No 
doubt when the minor comes of age 
he can attack the decree obtained against 
him upon the ground that the person who 
represented him in the litigation had an 
adverse interest, but he must show that in 
that particular case that particular person 
had in facta particular adverse interest. He 
cannot be allowed fo succeed upon mere 
surmise. In tho present case the mother 
was the certificated guardian of the person 
and property of tho minor, and there wa 9 in 
addition ample reason for holding that in 
fact she had no adverse interest. The result 
is that 1 would dismiss the appeal. 

J wa la Prasad, J. — I agree. 

A Pl*-' a l d ism issed. 
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OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 234 op 1916. 

March 12, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Lindsay, J. C. 

AMIR HAIDAR KHAN— 
Defendant — Appellant 

versus 

RAM DAT — Plaintiff— Respondent. 

Limitation — Construction of document — Bond autho- 
rising suit on default of payment of yearly interest or of 
principal after fixed period -Suit for principal sum — 
Cause of action. 

Where an unregistered bond executed on the 1st 
of July 1906 provided that the borrower was to pay 
interest yearly and the principal sum was to be paid 
within a period of six years and the general clause 
relating to what was to happen in case of default 
was, u dar sural icada hhilnfi mahajan mazlcur ho 
ikhtiar hasil hai hi jaidad manhula wa gliair manhula 
se icasul har len 

Held,, that on the proper construction of these words, 
the plaintiff had a cause of action for a suit for the 
principal sum, if lie brought it within three years 
from the date of the period fixed for payment, but 
that the suit for interest which had not been paid 
for more than three years was barred, [p. 230, cob 1.] 

Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, Rae Bareli, dated the 7th April 1916, 
upholding that of the Subordinate Judge, Rae 
Bareli, dated the 4th January 1916. 

Mr. Aditya Prasad , for the Appellant. 

Mr. Alt Mohammad , for the Respond- 
ent. 

JUDGMENT. — The principal question 
which arises for discussion in this second 
appeal is one of limitation. The suit was 
on a bond executed on the 1st July 1906, 
the executant being the father of the 
defendant-appellant. The bond was executed 
in favour of the plaintiff-respondent’s father. 
The sum borrowed was Rs. 1,000, and the 
following provisions of the bond are material 
to the consideration of the question of 
limitation. It was provided in the first place 
that the borrower was to pay interest yearly 
at the rate of 8 annas per cent, per mensem. 
Another undertaking given by the borrower 
was that the principal sum was to be repaid 
within a period of six years. Then follows 
the general clause relating as to what was to 
happen in case of default. The words used 
are as follows: “ Bar surat wada khilafi maha- 
gan mazkur ko ikhtiar hasil hai ki jaidad 
mankula wa ghair mankula se wasul kar len.” 
According to the interpretation which w’&s 
put upon this clause by the Courts below, the 
words which indicate what to Llln-.y in 


case of default relate only to the latter 
covenant, namely, the covenant to pay the 
principal sum within six years from the date 
of the execution of the bond; and so both the 
Courts have held that the claim was within 
time and have decreed it in full, that is to say, 
for principal and interest. According to the 
argument which has been addressed to me on 
behalf of the defendant-appellant, the suit was 
beyond time altogether inasmuch as it is said 
that on a breach of either of the conditions 
mentioned in the bond the creditor was at 
liberty to bring a suit for the full money. It 
is proved, and indeed there can be no doubt, 
that there has been no payment of interest 
subsequent to the year 1 9 1 1 and consequently 
it must be taken that there has been a breach 
of the first covenant in the bond, namely, the 
covenant to pay interest year by year. If we 
adopt the argument put forward by the learn- 
ed Counsel for the appellant the whole suit, 
of course, is time-barred, A number of 
authorities has been cited to me. These, how- 
ever, relate for the most part to cases to 
which either Article 75 or Article 132 of the 
First Schedule to the Limitation Act 
applies. I am dealing in the present case 
with a suit on a bond and I have to try and 
construe the bond so as to ascertain the 
meaning of the parties. It is an unfortunate 
fact, but it has to be faced, that the language of 
the document is far from clear; in other words, 
it is difficult to arrive at the interpretation as 
to what is meant by the words U wasul kar len:” 
do those words mean that the creditor was to 
be in a position to sue for the whole money? 
Or do they merely mean that he was to be 
entitled incase of defaultof paymentof interest 
to sue for payment of interest only and in case 
of breach of the contract to pay the princi- 
pal sum within six years to sue forths princi- 
pal only? The question is one of some nicety, 
but having carefully considered the language 
of the b^nd it seems to me that it would be 
unreasonable in the present case to exclude 
the claim for the principal sum. We have a 
bond in which there are two covenants; the 
breach of either of those covenants would 
constitute what is described in the latter por- 
tion of the bond a “ wada khilafi.” It seems 
to me that it may very well be argued that if, 
as in the present instance, the borrower has 
failed to pay up the principal sum within a 
period of six years from the date on which the 
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bond was executed, there has been a breach 
( tvada khilafi ) of the second covenant which 
gives the creditor a cause of action; and as 
the suit has been brought within three years 
from the date on which the principal sum was. 
realizable the suit would to that extent be 
within time. Of oourse on this construction 
the claim for interest must be excluded, in- 
asmuch as the breach of the oontraot to pay 
interest has taken place at a period much 
more remote than three years before the date of 
the suit. It would, I think, be unjust in the 
present case to dismiss the case in its entirety 
and as the words are open to the construction 
which J put on them, namely, that the plaint- 
iff has a oause of action for a suit for the 
principal sum if he brings it within three 
years from the date of the period fixed for 
payment, I think he is entitled in the 
present case to a deoree for the principal sum 
with proportionate costs. The only other 
point argued in the oase was that the passing 
of consideration has not been established but 
l think this plea is untenable. Execution of 
the deed having been proved, it was for the 

defendant to show that no consideration had 
passed. 

I allow the appeal in part and give the 
plaintiff-respondent a decree for Rs. 1,000 
with proportionate costs in all three 
Courts. 

Appeal partly allowed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Order No. 158 of 1914. 

January 19, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Richardson and 

Mr. Justice Roe. 

GOBIND CHANDRA PAL and others 

Decree- holders — Appellants 

versus 

KAILASH CHANDRA PAL— 
Jddgment-dertor— Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act Fo/ 1908J, O. XXXI V 
it. 14, 16 —Transfer oj Property Act (IV of 1882) s 09 
-Decree on security bond— Execution— Proper!,, 
charged whether can be sold- lint cable contribution- 
Value of properties , determination of- Objection of law 

not pressed by party, whether can be given effect to— 

Pleadings. 

The respondent executed a security bond in favour 
of the appellant by which sonic properties were made 
security for a certain sum. A money deoree was 
obtained by the appellant on the bond which, though 


it declared a lien on the properties mentioned in the 
bond, did not amount to a decree on the footing of a 
mortgage: 

Held, that the decree-holders could not bring the 
charged properties to sale in execution of the decree 
and that their only courso was to institute a suit on 
the lien declared by the decree, [p. 232, col. 1.] 

The distinction between section 99 of the Transfer 
of Property Act and rule 14 of Order XXXIV, Civil 
Procedure Code, pointed out. [p. 231, col. 2.] 

Semble.— Where several properties are made 
security for a debt, in order to determine the liability 
of each property to contribute rateably to the debt, 
the practice of the High Court is to take the valua- 
tion of the properties at the date of the instrument 
creating tho security [p. 231, col. 1.] 

An objection of posit iro law apparent on the face 
of tho proceedings should be given offect to, even if 
it has not been pressed bv the party in whose favour 
it would work. [p. 231, col. 2.] 

Appeal against the order of the Subordi- 
nate Judge, First Court, Dacca, dated the 21st 
February 1914. 

Mr. N . Sirkar and Babus Provash Chandra 
M it ter and Susil }fadhab \Jnllick t for the Ap- 
pellants. 

Dr. Sarat Chandra Bysack and Babu Chundra 
Sekhar Sen , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — This appeal arises out of 
proceedings taken in execution of a decree 
dated the 25th April 1907. The appellants 
are the decree-holders and the respondent is 
the judgment-debtor. 

It appears that on the 27th April 1899, 
the respondent mortgaged thirty-seven pro- 
perties to Krishna Chandra Pal, the prede- 
cessor-in-interest of the appellants, as security 
for a sum of Rs. 22,000. On the same date 
the respondent executed in favour of the 
same person another instrument desoribed 
as a security bond by which the same thirty- 
seven properties were made security fora sura 

of Rs. 25,000. 

Decrees were obtained on both instruments. 
The decree now under execution is the decree 
on the security bond. The deoree on the 
mortgage is dated the 26th June 1908. 

The decree on the security bond has been 
printed. It is ,\ decree against the respond- 
ent personally for the sum of Rs. 55,000 
with interest and costs. A declaration is 
added that the appellants are entitled to alien 
over the thirty-seven properties but a decree 
on the footing of a mortgage is expressly 
refused. The words are: "Plaintiffs’ lien 
to the properties mentioned in the security 
bond is declared, but the plaintiffs cannot 
get a deoree for the sale of the said pro* 
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Perties...as properties mortgaged and... plaint- 
iffs’ prayer to the above effect is rejected.” 
The decree, therefore, while it declares the 
existence of a lien, is a money decree and can 
only be executed as such. No suit has been 
brought on the lien. The decree was put in 
execution in 1 908, with the result that a sum 
of Rs. 11 was realized. Further attempts were 
made to execute it in 1910 and 19 2 hut with- 
out success. 

In execution of the mortgage decree the 
appellants purchased some of the mortgaged 
properties, • viz. y Nos. 1(5 and 17 in 1909 for 
Rs. 1,000, No. 15 in 1910 for Rs. 24,000 and 
Nos. 1—6 in 1912 for Rs. 24,300. 

A fresh application for execution of the 
decree on the security bond was made on 
the 11th December 1912. The respondent, 
by a petition dated the 23rd June 1913, 
contended inter alia that he was entitled to 
rateable contribution in respect of the debt 
due under that decree from the nine pro- 
perties purchased by the appellant in exe- 
cution of the mortgage decree and that 
execution could only proceed for the balance. 
The appeal is from the judgment of the 
learned Subordinate Judge in the Court below, 
dated the 21st February 1914, giving effect 
to that contention in the following terms : — 
the nine properties purchased by the mort- 
gagees should rateably contribute to the debt 
under the decree obtained on the security 
bond.” By further orders dated the 28th 
February and 7th March 1914, he directed 
that all the thirty-seven properties should 
be valued by a Commissioner and that the 
Commissioner should ascertain their present 
market value, their value at the date of the 
security bond and their value at the time 
some of (he properties were sold. 
We may remark incidentally that it was 
quite unnecessary to direct so many valu- 
ations. The practice of the Courts here n 
to take the valuation at the date of the in- 
strument creating the security. However, 
proceedings were stayed by an order of this 
Court after the appeal was filed. 

At the first hearing the only question 
argued was whether the respondent was en- 
titled to claim rateable contribution in the 
execution department or whether such a claim 
should not be made the subject of a separate 
suit. When we came, however, to examine 
the papers, it appeared to us that there 


was a more substantial question involved. 
The mode in which execution is now sought 
is by the sale of the thirty-seven properties 
over which a lien was declared by the decree 
itself and it seemed to us that the course 
suggested was within the prohibition 
enacted in rule 14 read with rule 15 of Order 
X\X1V of the Civil Procedure Code. We 
accordingly had the appeal argued on this 
point, with the result that we are confirmed 
in the view that the present proceedings 
are inherently defective and must prove 
infruotuous. 

No douht the objection, though it seems 
to have been mentioned in paragraph 14 
of the petition of obections above referred 
to was not pressed in the Court below and 
was not urged on the respondent’s behalf 
in this Court until we drew attention to 
it. Nevertheless the objection is one of 
positive law apparent on the face of the 
proceedings, and it cannot bo ignored. 

The present case is on all fours with the 
case of Ohundra Nath Dey v. Burroda 
Shoondury Ohose (1), which was decided 
under section 99 of the Transfer of Property 
Act. Section 99 has, of course, been repealed 
and rule 14 of Order XXXLV which has 
taken its place is not couched in precisely 
the same terms. The difference is that while 
section 99spoke of “any claim, whether arising 
under the mortgage or not,” rule 14 is limited 
to claims arising under the mortgage. But the 
decree now in question is clearly a decree 
for the payment of money in satisfaction 
of a claim arising under” the lien which 
the decree declares or creates. For the 
present purpose, therefore, the two provisions 
are identical and indistinguishable. The 
decree holders cannot sell the properties 
charged except under a decree under which 
the chargee has had the opportunity to 
redeem the charge within a fixed period. 
The case we have cited is similar to the 
oases of Aubhoyessury Dabee v, Qouri Sunkur 
Panday (2) and Matangini Dassee v. Ghooney - 
money Dassee (3) reported in the same volume 
and so far as we are aware, the correctness 
of these decisions has never been question- 
ed. 

(1) 22 C. 813; 11 Ind.Dec. (n. s.) 538. 

(2) 22 C. 859; il Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 568. 

(3) 22 0. 903; 11 Ind. Dec. (n. 8.) 598, 
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We may regret that the decree holders 
are confronted by this obstacle but it is 
clear they can obtain no benefit from the 
present proceedings. That being so, the con- 
troversy which led to the appeal loses all 
substance and we need express no opinion 

in regard to it. The decree- holders cannot 

bring the charged properties to sale in exe- 
cution of the decree of the 2 3th April 

1-07. Their only course is to institute a suit 
on the lien declared by that decree. 

The judgment of the 21st February and 
the order of 28tb February and 7th March 
1914 are set aside. 

The case will he remitted to the Court 
below with the direction that the present 
application for execution he dismissed. 

Orders set aside. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 232 ok 1910 

March 7. 1917. 

Present : — Pandit Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C 
R A M P A R S IT A D — Plaintiff— Appellant 

versus 

Musammat QADRO and another— 
Defendants — Respondents. 

mortgage— Option of suit on failure to pay i ntrrc< 

f°r payment, effect nf - 1 

Yane) y effect of — Limitation , commencement of. 

A covenant empowering the mortgagee’ (o *,n 
or Payment on the happening of a eertain event m 
wn'f'fd! the ^ period oiiginnlly fixed fn,- pav.nmi 
has oxp.rod g'veshim an option which nmno, l„ 
taken away ■ I , y Statute unless there is anythin., h 

forbln^V 1 ? gran r fc 0fs,K ' ,, »» option is illegal oi 

Thf l y - 1 "/ [ \ K 232 ’ wl 2; P- - 33 » col. 1.] 

The option ,s for the benefit of (he mortgagee and 

if he waives it, limitation cannot start muniim 

against him in spito of that waiver, [» 233 col 1 1 

A mortgage bond provided for payment of minviml 

mcmey with interest in two yea,; and JJZZl 

tipul.ition that it the interest was not regularly paid 

every month, the mortgagee shall heat liberty (ikllial 

Itoya) either to sue for the unpaid interest or for the 

entire money due on the niortga.ro and fmii ... 

vidod that on the expiry „f the period tixed for iiZy 
went (la surat impzai inula) the mortgagee shall i, 0 
at liberty to recover the entire money due to L . 
the sale of the mortgaged property: * " >,V 

f/e/d, that there being alternative contracts „ ro 
vided for in the mortgage bond, it wa * open to the 

mortgagee to forego the one and enforce tZ 

other, [p. 232, col. 2.3 ,(< 1,10 
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Appeal against the decree of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Rae Bareli, dated the 22nd 
March 1916, reversing that of the Munsif 
Rae Bareli, dated the 30th November 1915. * 
Mr. AH Mohammad , for the Appellant. 

Mr. Mumtaz Husain , for the Respondents. 


JUDGMENT.— The plaintiff-appellant sued 

in this case for the recovery of money 

due on a registered mortgage bond, executed 
in his favour by Musammat Qadro and her 
son, Turn mi Khan, on the 18th July 1901. 
lummi Khan died and was succeeded by his 
mother, Musammat Qadro, who is alive and a 
party to the suit. The bond provided for the 
re payment of the principal money with in- 
terest at 2 percent per mensem in two years: 
and clause 2 of it contained a stipulation 
that it the interest was not paid regularly 
in every month the mortgagee shall he at 
liberty (tklifiar lwga) either to sue for the 
unpaid interest or for the entire money due 
on the mortgage. In clause 5 there was a 
stipulation that on the expiry of the period 
hxed for repayment {ha surat inqizai waJa) 
he mortgagee shall he at liberty to recover 
the entire money due to him by the sale of 

the mortgaged property and the other pro- 
perty of the mortgagors. 

It is admitted that nothing was paid by 
the mortgagors on account of the said 
mortgage. The suit was filed on the 19th 
.lu!y Ulo and was decreed by the Court of 
■irst Instance. The Lower Appellate Court, 
however, dismissed it on the ground that 
the claim was barred by limitation 


(IY , niijiimuon Act 

tl.\ of ;.)0H provides a limitation of twelve 

clmrLd' " *“'• ‘° e " f '’ rCe P ft y meil ‘ of money 

datl Id ri: " Umovenble P' 0 P el -‘y from the 
date when the money sued for becomes due. 

If Urn covenant referred to in clause 2 of the 

mortgage bond in suit is taken into con 

deration, the money fell due on the 18th 

moft'h t 11,01 ; Vl ’ e, ‘ >«‘erest for the first 
month was not paid, and the claim would 

be him til by tune Rn If ,. A . 

refine,} * • f t,,e edition 

efemd to in clause 5 be considered, the 
m. a.ion started running from the date 
"hen the period prescribed for the repay- 
ment of the mortgage money expired. T! era 

"ere thus alternative contracts provided for 

the ntoi I gage bond and it was open to 

the .nor gag.e to forego the one and sue " 

enforce the other. A covenant empowering 
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the mortgagee to sue for payment earlier 
or to wait till the period originally fixed 
for payment has expired gives him an option 
which cannot be taken away by Statute, 
unless there is anything to show that 
the grant of such an option is 
illegal or forbidden by law. The option 
is for the benefit of the mortgagee, and if 
he waives it the limitation cannot start 
running against him in spite of that waiver. 
In Burga v. Tot a Ram (1) it was held that 
where a bond gave the plaintiff an option 
in express terms to wait till the expiry of the 
term originally fixed for repayment, 
whether the interest due on the bond was 
regularly paid or not, the claim of the 
plaintiff could not be regarded as barred 
by limitation, if he chose to stick to the 
longer term. In Juneswar Bass v. Mahabeer 
Singh (2), where a person engaged to repay 
the amount borrowed with interest on a 
day named and hypothecated certain lands 
by way of security with a condition that 
in the event of the said lands being sold 
in execution of a decree before the date 
fixed for repayment, the mortgagee shall 
be at liberty at once to sue for the 
recovery of the debt; and before the term 
fixed for repayment expired, the mort* 
gaged lands were sold in execution of 
a decree obtained by another creditor on a 
subsequent mortgage, their Lordships of 
the Privy Council, in repelling the plea of 
limitation, observed: **Their Lordships must 
not be supposed, in coming to this decision, 
to give any countenance to the argument 
of Mr. Arathoon that this suit would 
have been barred if the limitation of 
six years under clause 16 had been 
applicable to it. They think, upon the con- 
struction of this bond, there would be 
good reason for holding that the cause 
of action arose within six years before the 
commencement, of the suit.” In Bakhtawar 
Begam v. Husaini Khanam (3), where a mort- 
gage by way of conditional sale was accom- 
panied by an agreement that the sale would be 

(1) 19 Ind. Cas. 738; 16 O. C. 45. 

(2) 1 C 163; 2 r» W. It. 84; 3 I. A. 1.3 Sar P. C. J. 
58; 3 Suth. P. C. J. 222; 1 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 105 
(P. C.). 

(3) 23 Ind. Cas. 355; 18 C. W. N. 5S6: 26 M. L. J. 
474; 12 A. L. J. 473; 36 A. 195; 19 C. L. J. 477; (1914) 
M. W. N. 411; 16 M. L. T. 389; 16 Bom. L. R. 344; 1 L. 
W. 813 (P. C.). 


cancelled on payment of the amount of the 
consideration in nine years, their Lordships 
of the Privy Council observed that there 
was nothing in law to prevent the parties 
from making a provision that the mortgagor 
might discharge the debt within the specifi- 
ed period and take back the property, but 
such a provision should usually be to the 
advantage of the mortgagor. In Narna v. 
Ammani Amma (4) it was held that a 
hyphothecatee was not bound to take advant- 
age of a clause in his bond which in case of 
default in payment of interest, enabled him 
to demand the principal before its due 
date and that a suit restricted to a claim 
to recover the principal and interest at the 
rate originally agreed brought within twelve 
years from the date fixed for repayment 
of the principal, th( ugh beyond twelve years 
from the date of the first default in respect 
of interest, was not barred by limitation. 
The decision in Sheo Narainv. Ram Bin (5) 
does not apply, because it was a case of an 
instalment bond governed by Article 75 
of the Indian Limitation Act. It is notice- 
able that Article 75 provides for waiver 
which has the effect of preventing limita- 
tion from running; but Article 132 cannot 
be said to exclude such waiver if the con- 
tract in express terms provides for it or 
prescribes an alternative. In ISJettakaruppa 
Ooundan v. Knmarasami Goundan (6) effect 
was given to the privilege of the obligee 
to exercise the option and not to demand 
payment before the specified date. In 
Gaya Bin v. Jhuman Lai (7) the learned 
Judges who decided that case were not 
unanimous, and the facts and circumstances 
of that case cannot be used as a guide to 
the construction of the document now in suit. 
Clause 2 of the bond provides an alternative 
and does not in any way restrict or qualify 
clause 5, if the alternative referred to in clause 
2 is not chosen or is waived. 

The appeal is, therefore, allowed and the 
case remanded to the lower Appellate Court 
with a direction to re-admit the appeal under 
its original number and to dispose of it in 
the manner provided by law. The costs will 
abide the event. 

Appeal allowed ; Case remanded. 

(4) 35 Ind. Cas. 418; 39 M. 9*1; 4 L. W. 77; 20 M. 
L. T. 176; ( 1916) 2 M. W. N. 125; 31 M. L. J. 865. 

(5) 11 Ind. Cas. 526; 14 0. C. 129. 

(6) 22 M. 20; 8 M. L. .T. 167: 8 Ind. Dor. (x. s.) 15 

(7) 28 Ind. Cas. 910; 37 A. 400; 13 A. L. J. 510. 
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CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Rule Nisi No. 973 of 1916. 
March 19, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Richardson and 
Mr. Justice Walmsley. 
GOLJAN BIBI — Petitioner 


versus 


Sheikh NAFAR ALI and another — 

Opposite Party. 

Civil Procedure Code (Art V of 1908J, 0. XLI, r. 10, 
rl. (2) — Appeal, dismissal of — lie-admission — Judge, 
power of— Li mil (thou Act (IX of IVOR), Art. 108— Ap. 
plication for re-ad mission, limitation for. 

i A Judge has jurisdiction to rc-admit an appeal 
dismissed byanorder under clause (21, rule 10, Order 
XLI, Civil Procedure Code. , r p. 9.85, col. 1.] 

But an order ro-admitting such an appeal without 
notice to the othor side is not binding on it. fp. 
235, col. 1.] u 

Even if Article 168 of the Limitation Act does not 
apply to an application for the restoration of an 
appeal dismissed under rule 10, Order XLI, Civil 
Procedure Code, such an application ought to be made 
within a reasonable time and ordinarily would be 
too lato if made after thirty days from the date of 
dismissal, [p. 235, cols. I & 2.] 

Rule against the order of the District 
Judge, Dacca, dated the 2nd November 1916 
in Case No. 133 of 1916. 

FACTS of the case appear from the 
judgment. 


Babu Bimal Chandra Das Gupta , for the 
Petitioner. — There is no provision in the 
Code of Civil Procedure for an application 
of such a nature as the one in the present 
case. It was to invoke the inherent power 
of the Court which can entertain such an 
application in exeroise of that inherent power. 
The first order made by the Court re-* 
admitting the appeal was good and it had 
no jurisdiction to make the second order 
on the same day. The Judge was functus 
officio. As to inherent power of the Court 
vide Balwant Singh v. Daulat Singh 
(1). The Judge is obviously wrong in 
saying that the application was time-barred. 
Article l 63 of the Limitation Act does not 
apply. There is no “want of proseoution” 
as provided for in Article 168, in this 
case. That Article applies to an order under 
Order XLI, rale 19. This ease is not under 
that rule. This application was made to 
restore an appeal which had been dis 
missed under ride to, 0r( ] ei . XL!. Order 
XX\ deals with the furnishing of security 


Refers also to Ramhari Sahu v. Madan 
Mohan M it ter (2). Though Fatim unnissa 
v. Deoki Pcrshad (3) has overruled Ramhari 
Sahu v. Madan Mohan Mitter (2) it was on 
quite a different ground. The Judge exercis- 
ed his discretion in the petitioner’s favour but 
vacated his order subsequently without any 
application on the other side. 

Babu Sures Chandra Taluqdar , for the 
Opposite Party.— The Court had no option 
but to reject the application under 
Order XLT, rule 10, sub-clause (2). The 
period cf limitation is one month. Article 
iOS of the Limitation Act applies. Ram- 
hari Sahn v. Madan Mohan Mitter (2) does 
not apply, it speaks of non-compliance 
with High Court rules. Failure to pay 
costs amounts to non-prosecution of the 
appeal. The opposite party had no notice 
whatsoever, so he is not bound by the order 
of the Judge of the 2nd November 1916 
re-admitting the appeal. 

Babu Bimal Chandra Das Gupta , in reply. 

As there was an exercise of jurisdiction 
by the Court, the subsequent order was 
erroneous. Without an application for review 
the Judge oould not vacate his former order. 
Article 168 does not apply. 

JUDGMENT. 

Richardson, J. — This is a Rule calling 
on the opposite party to show cause why 
the order of the Officiating District Judge 

of Dacca, dated 2nd November 1916, should 
not be set aside. 

t he order was made in the following 
circumstances. The petitioner filed an 
appeal in the District. Judge’s Court on 
the 31st May 1916. On the 4th 
July 1916 she was directed under rule 
10, Order XLI, to furnish seourity in 
the sum of Rs. 80 for the costs of the 
appeal and of the original suit. The time 
for furnishing seourity was more than 
once extended. On the 26th August 1916 
the Officiating District Judge refused to 
extend the time further and dismissed the 
appeal under clause (2) of Order XLI, 
rule 10. On the 2nd November 1916, the 
petitioner applied for the re'admission of 
the appeal. By the first of the two 


( 1 ) 8 A. 31 5; 1 3 1 . A. 57; 4 Rar I* 0 I 707 1 1 1 
Dec. (N.a.) 1176. ' J ' 7 ° 7: 4 Unl 


(2) 23 C. 330; 12 Ind. Dec. (n.s.) 227. 

^00 24 C\ 350; 1 0. W. X. 21; 12 Iud. D«o. (n. $.) 
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orders made on that date, the Officiating 
District Judge directed that the appeal 
should be re-admitted if the amount 
of the security ordered were deposited 
in Court by the 8th November 1916. By 
the second order of the same date against 
which this Rule has been obtained, he rejected 
the application on the ground that it had 
just come to his notice that the application 
was time-barred by more than a month. 

It is not disputed that the Judge had 
jurisdiction to re-admit the appeal after 
having dismissed it by an order under 
clause (2), rule 10, Order XLI. 

It is argued for the petitioner that 
inasmuch as the Officiating Distriot 
Judge had jurisdiction in the exercise of 
his powers to re-admit the appeal by his 
first order of the 2nd November, he was 
functus officio and had no power to pass 
the second order of the same day. It 
is further argued for the petitioner that 
the Officiating District Judge was wrong 
in deciding that the application was time- 
barred. Apparently the Officiating District 
Judge applied Article 168 of the Schedule 
of the Limitation Act. It is contended 
that that Article applies to an application 
made under rule 19, Order XLI, and has 
no application when an application is made 
to restore an appeal which has been dis- 
missed under rule 10. 

On the other hand, it is contended for 
the opposite party that both the first and 
second orders of the 2nd November 1916 
were made by the Officiating District Judge 
without notice to them and that they are 
not bound by those orders. On the ques- 
tion of limitation, it is argued for the 
opposite party that the Distriot Judge is 
right in applying Article 168 of the 
Schedule of the Limitation Act. 

It seems to me that the contention of 
the opposite party that they are not 
bound by the order of the 2nd November 
1916 re-admitting the appeal should be 
accepted. That raises the question whether 
this Court ought to exercise its revisional 

jurisdiction in the matter. 

In regard to the question of limitation 
even if Article 168 does not apply to an 
application for the restoration of an appeal 
dismissed under rule 10, Order XLI, it 
is clear that suoh an application ought 


to be made within a reasonable time; and 
by anology an application made after thirty 
days would ordinarily be an application 
unduly delayed 

The petitioner had had every opportun- 
ity of complying with the order for 
furnishing security and she did not apply 
to set aside the order dismissing the 
appeal till the 2nd November. As the 
Officiating District Judge has said, that 
was more than thirty days beyond the 
period allowed by Article 168. Whether 
the Article applies or not, the petitioner 
did not, in my opinion, act with due 
diligence in the matter. We have come 
to the conclusion that this Court ought 
not to interfere in this case. 

In that view, the Rule should be dis- 
charged. We make no order as to costs. 

Walmsley, J. — I agree tint the Rule 
should be discharged. 

Rule discharged 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Civil Revision Petition No. 924 of 1915. 

November 14, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 

SOARI AYYANGAR — Plaintiff — 

Petitioner 

versus 

SUBB AR A YAR— Defendant — 

Rfspondent. 

Contract Act ( IX of 1872J, s. 23 —Promissory note 

Pannayal service, m lien of interest — Public policy 

—Limitation Act (IX of 190SJ, Sch. I, Art. 68— Bond, 
suit on — Condition, breach of —Limitation. 

a lie plaintiff lent a certain sum of money to the 
defendant, on condition that the latter should hand 
over three of his pannayals to work with plaintiff, 
that their services should be in lieu of interest on the 
money lent and that if the pannayals failed to do 
satisfactory work, the money should become payable. 
The pannayals left plaintiff’s service and the plaint- 
iff more than three years after brought a suit to 
recover the amount lent with interest: 

Held, (1) that the transaction amounted to a trans- 
fer of possession of human cattle and was opposed 
to public policy and the money was, therefore, not 
recoverable; [p. 236, col. 1] 

(2) that the suit was barred by limitation as it was 
brought more than three years after the condition of 
the bond had been broken, [p. 236, col. 2.] 

Petition, under section 25 of Act IX of 
1887, praying the High Court to revise the 
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order, dated the 10th JuJy 1915, of the 
Court of the District Munsif, Tiruvalur, in 
Small Cause Suit No. 479 of 1915. 

Mr. V. Baghavachariar for Mr. N. S. 
Bangaswami Aiyavgar , for the Petitioner. 

Mr. B. Bangarhariar , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — 1 his is a curious case. 
The defendant borrowed Rs. 40 from the 
plaintiff and pledged his farm servants, 
Karanapuram, his wife Veeri and his son 
Samudrara, to the plaintiff on the ISth 
June 1S99. The bond Exhibit A ex* 
ecuted by the defendant to the plaintiff 
on that day recites that the defend* 
ant has handed over these people. The 
stipulation of the bond is that the plaintiff 
should take work from them in lieu of interest 
and if they failed to do satisfactory work, the 
defendant should pay the principal with 
interest at one per cent, per month. There is 
no other covenant to pay the debt. 

There can be no doubt that the intention 
of the parties was to create a pledge of these 
persons as if they were cattle and the plaint- 
iff frankly states that they were the defend- 
ant’s bondsmen. Karanapuram died a few 
years after the pledge, and his wife Veeri did 
not work for the plaintiff afterwards. Sn mud- 
ram is said to have worked for the plaintiff till 
about a year before I he suit, which was filed 
in April 1915. The plaintiff sues to recover 
the debt alleging his cause of action to he 
the failure of Samndrnm to work for him. 
The District Munsif dismissed the suit, hold- 
ing that the transaction was opposed to’public 
policy and also that the action was barred 
by limitation. Jt is argued for the plaintiff 
that in substance the transaction amounts 
only to a loan of the services of the defend* 
dant’s set vants — they need not do any 
service unless they chose- and there is noth* 
ing illegal or against public policy in the 

arrangement. It is nothing of the sort; the 

defendant does not pay their wages, they a,e 
o he paid by the plaintiff himself. The 
transaction in substance is what it pn, ports 
te he, namely, a transfer of possession of () 
human cattle in consideration of the plaintiff 
ler dmg Rs. t0 to the defendant. The plaint- 
in fact pays for the defendant’s proprietor- 
ship of these people. It is nothing to the 
purpose to say that these people in the eye 
of law are free people and that the defend- 
R,,t CH " U ^ ...,y right oyer the,,, 


I am not desirous of inventing a new head 
of public policy, but this transaction falls 
within well-known heads as it practically 
enforces a state of slavery. 

^ The other point is equally fatal to the suit. 
I he cause of action to recover the money 
arose when Karanapuram died and his 
wife ceased to do work as the condition of 
the bond was broken then, as there can be 
no question of satisfactory work thereafter. 
I bat was much more than three years before 
the suit, as admitted ly the plaintiff. In 
answer to this, it was said that as Samudrara, 
the son, was working till within three years 
of the date of the suit, that amounts to pay* 
ment of interest on the bond under section 
20 of the Limitation Act. There was no 
such plea in the lower Court, there is no 
finding that Samundram did work and if he 
d'd, he worked in lieu of interest payable by 
the defendant. I reserved judgment in this 
case as it was said that my brother Sidasiva 
Aiyar, J., in a similar case from the same 
District Munsif held that the action was 
not barred. I have now looked into the 
papers (Civil Revision Petition No. 1022 of 
of 19U) and the judgment .and I find that 
that case was quite different. The defendant 
in that case borrowed some money from the 
plaintiff and agreed to render certain services 
in lieu of interest and did those services till 
within three years of the suit. Sadasiva 
Aiyar, J., held and, if I may sa y so with 
respect, quite correctly, that payment of 

interest need not he in money hut may consist 
of money’s worth. 

1 hero was no question of pledging men 
and there was no payment for services as 
there was in this case. Unlike this case the 
plea of acknowledgment of liability by 
payment was raised there. I, therefore, 
dismiss this petition with costs. 

Petition dismissed 

v.i: i'. 
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PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1560 of 1915. 

February 17, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Shah Din, 

Chief Judge. 

3 iusammat PARSANl and another — 
Defendants — Appellant^ 

versus 

MANGAL SINGH and another — Plaintiffs, 
DIDAR SINGH — Defendant — 

Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V oj 1908), O. XLl, r. 22 
-r- Appeal Practice — Respondent , whether can maintain 
decree on ground decided against him — C ross-objections 
—Suit, lor decimation of invalidity of gift— Non- 
ancestral property. 

One B. made an oral gift of his landed property to his 
unmarried daughters and mutation of the gifted land 
was effected in favour of the donees. On B .' s death 
11 s collaterals in the sixth degree sued for a 
declaration to the effect that the gift made by B. to 
us daughters should not affect their reversionary 
rights after the death of the widow. The Subordinate 
Judge, holding that the land was ancestral but that 
by custom applicable to the parties the gift was 
valid, dismissed the suit. In appeal it was contend- 
ed by the defendants that the plaiutiffs had no 
locus standi to question the gift because the land in 
suit was not the ancestral property of The District 
udgo refused to hear arguments on the point because 
no cross-objections had been tiled against the finding 
that the land was ancestral: 

Held , (1) that the decree of the Subordinate Judge 
oeing one dismissing the suit, the defendants in their 
capacity of respondents in the District Judge’s Court 
neie entitled to maintain that decree upon any 
ground decided against them by the Subordinate 
rnige without filing any cross-objections under 
u er XLI, rule 22, Civil Procedure Code, and that the 
istriet Judge acted illegally in declining to hear 
arguments on the question whether the land in 
dispute was ancestral or not: [p. 238, col 1,] 

(2) that the evidence on the record was insufficient 
o prove that the land was ancestral and that the 
plaintiffs suit was, therefore, liable to be dismissed 
upon this ground alone, [p. 238, col. 2.] 

Second appeal from the decree of the 
District Judge, Lahore, dated the 20th March 
191o, reversing that of the Subordinate Judge, 
hrst class. Lahore, dated the 25th July 19i4, 
dismissing the claim. 

Mr. Pi and Lai and Sirdar Kharak Singh, 
for the Appellants. 

Mr. Ganput Rai , for the Respondents. 
JUDGMENT. — In the year 1909 one 
Budha Singh, a I firk Jat of Mauza Chak 
Bhera in Tehsil Lahore, made an oral gift of 
half of his landed property to his unmarried 
daughters, Musammat Parsani and Musammat 
Natho. The gift was reported to the patwari 
shortly after but the mutation proceedings 
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were protracted for certain reasons, which it 
13 unnecessary to state here; and the final 
mutation order was not passed until 5th 
June 1912. By that order mutation of the 
land gifted was made in favour of the 
donees. 

Meanwhile Budha Singh died leaving a 
widow Musammat Bisben Kaur; and in 
August 1912, the present plaintiffs, who are 
collaterals of Budha Singh in the sixth degree, 
brought a suit for a declaration to the effect 
that the gift made by Budha Singh to his 
daughters should not affect their reversionary 
rights after the death of the widow. It may 
be stated here that one of the daughters was 
married before the suit was brought, and the 
other has been married since the institution 
of the suit. Further, one of the plaintiffs’ 
brothers, namely, Didar Singh refused to 
join with them in the suit as a co plaintiff, 
and so he has been added as a co-defendant 
with the donees. 

The defendants pleaded inter alia 
that the land in suit was not ancestral 
qua the plaintiffs, and that the gift was valid 
by custom because (a 1 it was made by the 
deceased proprietor in favour of his daughters 
and the resident son in-law in lieu of services 
rendered to him; and *5) the daughters were 
the heirs of the deceased in preference to 
the plaintiffs. Upon the pleadings of the 
parties, the Subordinate Judge framed five 
issues, the first, second and fifth of which 
related to the alleged non-ancestral character 
of the land and to the question of custom 
involved in the case. The Subordinate Judge 
held that the land was ancestral, but that 
by custom applicable to the parties the gift 
in favour of the daughters was valid, in- 
asmuch as they were uumarried at the time 
of the gift and subsequently when one of 
them was married her husband resided in 
the donor’s house since the date of the 
marriage On this ground the Subordinate 
Judge dismissed the plaintiffs’ suit. 

On appeal by the plaintiffs the 1 earned 
District Judge differed from the Subordinate 
Judge on the question of custom, holdingthat 
the daughters of Budha Singh on whom the 
onus lay had failed to prove that by 
custom applicable to them, the land in 
dispute could be gifted to them by their 
father in the presence of the plaintiffs. On 
behalf of the daughters it was contended 
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that, apart from the alleged invalidity of 
the gift, the plaintiffs had no locus standi 
to question it because the land gifted was not 
the ancestral property of Budha Singh qua the 
plaintiffs. But the learned District Judge 
refused to hear arguments on this point, because 
on behalf of the daughters no cross-ob- 
jection against the Subordinate Judge’s find- 
ing that the land was ancestral had been 
filed. It is clear that the District Judge 
was in error in shutting out the defendants’ 
contention on the ground stated; the decree 
of the Subordinate Judge being one dis- 
missing the suit, the defendants in their 
capacity of respondents in the District Judge’s 
Court could have maintained that decree 
upon any ground decided against them by 
the Subordinate Judge without filing any 
cross objections under Order XL1, rule 22, 
Civil Procedure Code. 

The District Judge, having decreed the 
suit of the plaintiffs, granted a certificate 
for second appeal to the defendants under 
section 41 (•») of the Punjab Courts Act, 
and in virtue of that certificate the pre- 
sent appeal was filed in this Court. The 
first point raised by the Counsel for the 
appellants is that the District Judge acted 
illegally in declining to hear arguments on 
the question whether the land in dispute 
was ancestral or not, and that since the 
evidence on the record is insufficient to 
prove that the land is ancestral, the re- 
spondents’ suit must be dismissed upon this 
ground alone. In the view that I take of 
the case in connection with the point thus 
raised it is unnecessary for me to consider 
and decide the question of custom involved, 
which was also argued before me at some 
length. It seems to me that the Subordinate 
Judge was not justified in holding, upon 
tho material on the record, that the land 
gif tod by Budha Singh to the respondents 
had been proved to bo his ancestral pro- 
perty qua the plaintiffs. As has boon stated 
above, tho plaintiffs are Budha Singh’s col- 
laterals in the sixth degree; and it is not 
denied that so far as the entries in the revenue 
records go, there was no direct proof of 
the land in question being over hold by 
Shian, the common ancestor of the parties. 
The facts notioed by the Subordinate Judge 
that, according to the entries of tho Settle- 
ment of 1856, the sons of Bakshish (see copy 


of the pedigree on the reoord) and the father 
of Budha Singh deceased held equal shares 
of land in the village is clearly insufficient 
itself to prove that the land gifted by Budha 
Singh to the respondents was at one time 
held by Shian and had descended from him 
through five generations to Budha Siugh. 
There is no other evidence of any description 
to prove the ancestral character of the land in 
question, and I must hold that it is not proved 
that the land was the ancestral property of 
Budha Singh qua the present respondents. 

This finding is sufficient for the disposal 
of the case. I accordingly accept this appeal 
and setting aside the decree of the Distriot 
Judge restore that of the Subordinate Judge 
with costs throughout. 

Appeal accepted. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 683 ok 1915. 

April 5, 1916. 

Present -. — Mr. Justice Kuraaraswami Sastri 

and Mr. Justice Phillips. 

VENA SUBBARAYULU NAIDU— 
Defendant No. 2 — Appellant 

versus 

M. K. SUBBARAYALU NAIDU and 

another — Plaintiff and Defendant No. 1 — 

Respondents. 

Madras Estates Land Act (1 of 190SJ, s. 192 (o) — 

Rent suit Rent, reduction of, claim for, on ground 

of non-repair of irrigation works — Set-off , equitable, 
tehethcr can be allowed in suit for rent. 

Where the defendant {ryot), who had accepted a 
potto and had also executed a muchilika without objec- 
tion agrooing to pay the rent claimed bv the plaintiff, 
claimed a reduction on the ground that the plaintiff 
had failed to repair the well on the land and rendered 
him unable to raise the garden crops for the cultiva- 
tion of which the rent had beon fixed: 

Held, that the defendant’s plea for reduction of 
rent on t he ground of failure of water supply was in 
the nature of an equitable set-off, being iu effect a 
claim for damages in respect of the contract to 
cultivate, and was, therefore, barred under section 
192 (r) of the Madras Estates Land Act, 190S. 

Second appeal against the decree of the 
District Court, Tinnevelly, in Appeal Suit 
No. Ill of 1914, preferred against that 
of the Court of the Honorary Deputy Col- 
lector, Tinnevelly, in Summary Suit No. 302 
of 1913. 
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Mr. K, Bhashyam Aiyangar for Mr. K. 
Rajah Aiyar , for the Appellant. 

Mr. T. R. Venkatarama Saslriar , for the 
Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — In defending a suit for 
rent, appellant alleged that the rent was 
not due, because respondent had failed to 
repair the well on the land and consequently 
he (appellant) had been unable to raise the 
garden crops for the cultivation of which the 
rent had been fixed. The first Court allowed 
an abatement of rent, but the lower Appel- 
late Court disallowed appellant’s contention 
because under section 38 of the Estates Land 
Act he cculd and should have applied to the 
Collector for a reduction of rent. 

Patta was accepted by defendant for Fasli 
1318 and a muchilika executed; and similar 
pattas were tendered for Fastis 1319 to 1321 
(the suit period) and were not objected to. 
It must be taken, therefore, that there was a 
contract between the parties, under which the 
appellant was bound topay the rent now claim- 
ed. His plea for reduction of rent on the ground 
of failure of water supply is undoubtedly in 
the nature of an equitable set-off, for, in effect, 
it is a claim for damages in respect of the 
contract to cultivate, for into that contract 
appellant wishes to import another contract 
that the landlord was to repair the well which 
irrigated the land. In the langaage of 
Scotland, C. J., in Stephen Clark v. Ruth - 
navaloo Chetti (1), “the right of set-off will be 
found to exist not only in cases of mutual 
debts and credits, but also where the cross- 
demands arise out of one and the same 
transaction, or are so connected in their 
nature and circumstances as to make it 
inequitable that the plaintiff should recover 
and the defendant be driven to a cross suit.” 
In this case defendant’s plea undoubtedly 
amounts to 'an equitable set-off and as such is 
barred under section 192 (e) of the Act. 

In this view it is unnecessary to discuss 
the larger question of whether, apart from the 
question of set-off, defendant is precluded 
by the provisions of the Act from setting up 
in defence to a suit for rent, a right which he 
is specifically allowed by the Act to enforce 
by suit or otherwise. 

The District Judge has not recorded any 
finding on the question whether two instal- 
ments of rent for Fasli 1319 are barred by 
(1) 2 M. H. C. R. 296. 


limitation. ihe appeal is accordingly 
remanded for a finding on this point. The 
finding should be submitted within six weeks 
from this date, and seven days will be allowed 
for filing objections. 


In compliance with the order contained 
in the above judgment, the District Judge of 
Tinnevelly submitted the following 

FINDING. — It is directed that finding be 
submitted on the evidence on record on the 
issue whether two instalments of rent for 
Fasli 1319 are barred by limitation. It is 
alleged in paragraph 10 of the plaint that the 
plaint was instituted by calculating all the 
arrears as a single arrear, consistently with 
the action of the plaintiff complying with 
the request of the defendants that they 
should be permitted to pay them as a whole 
at the end of ever y fasli. The agent of the 
plaintiff (his first witness) states that the 
ryots of the village had agreed to pay the 
rent for the whole fasli in a lump at the close ’ 
of the fasli. The payment of interest for 
the previous instalments was not always 
insisted upon, although the landlord had the 
right to do so. He also stated that Subba- 
rayulu Naidu (the defendant) requested 
the landlord to allow him to pay the rent 
for the whole fasli at the end of the fasli 
in his presence and the landlord agreed to it 
for Fasli 1319, There is no evidence to the 
contrary. The lower Court does not believe 
that this request was made by the defend- 
ant because of the state of the relations 
between the parties. But there is no evi- 
dence that at that time the relations between 
the parties were strained. If the agree- 
ment to pay at the end of the fasli be believ- 
ed, the arrears for two instalments for Fasli 
13.9 are not barred by limitation. On the 
evidence 1 find that the agreement is proved 
and that the two instalments are not barred 
by limitation. 


This second appeal came on for final 
hearing after the return of the finding of 
the lower Appellate Court upon the issue 
referred by this Court for trial on 5th 
April 1916. 

JUDGMENT. — We accept the finding 
and dismiss the second appeal with costs. 

Appeal dismissed , 

v. r. p. 
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ZINAT BIRI V. EMNA. 

PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 964 of 1914. 

May 15, 19 1 7. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Shah Din, Chief Judge, 
and Mr. Justice Le Rossignol. 

Mnsammat ZINAT BIB l — Plaintiff — 

Appellant 

versus 

Mnsammat EMNA AND another — 

D EFEN DA NTS — RESPOND K NTS . 

Mnhnm mada n Line — Properly held luj owner of 
rheinc, nature of — Inheritance. 

One who made a living by ph i muridi and owned 
in a graveyard the tomb of an ancestor of his, execut- 
ed a Will whereby he left the whole of his property 
to his wife with a reversion after her death to her 
brother K. He also appointed K. manager of the estate 
on behalf of his wife after his death and also his own 
successor and representative for the continuation of 
the nrs and for earning out the duties and receiving 
the offerings connected with the phi murid i. On his 
death his daughter by an earlier wife sued for posses- 
sion of her share of the property: 

Held, that there was nothing to show that the 
testator appointed AT. >• ajjadu nashin in the usual 
acceptance of the term or that tin* properly in dispute 
was ever dedicated to the upkeep of the shrine, but 
that it was held by the testator in proprietary right 
and not as a keeper of t he shrine and that the plaintiff 
was entitled to her share under the Muhammadan 
Law. [ p. 241, eol. 2 ] 

First appeal from the decree of the District 
Judge, Montgomery, dated the 23rd January 
1914, dismissing plaintiffs claim. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Muhammad Shaft, K. B., 
and Mr. Nur tul-Din, for the Appellant. 

Dr. Muhammad Ighal and Sayed Mohsin 
Shah , for the Respondents. 

Jl DC MENT.— Uahi Bakhsh, a Knrcshi 
who resided at Pakpafan town, made a 
living by piri muridi and owned in a 
graveyard outside the city of Pakpatnn 
the tomb of Hafiz Kaim, his ancestor. On 
the 12th of July 1910 he executed a Will 
whereby ho left the whole of his property 
to his wife, Mnsammat Enina Bibi, with 
reversion after her death to her brother Karam 
Dili In the said Will he appointed the 
said Karam Din manager of the estate on 
behalf of his sister after the death of the 
testator, and further he appointed Karam 
Din as his successor and representative for 
the continuation of the nrs or death day 
festival of llati/. Kaim and also for 
carrying out the duties and receiving the 
offerings connected with the piri muridi. 
Having made this Will he died some eight 
months later, and his wife and her brother 
took possession of his estate. 


The present suit was brought by Mnsammat 
Zinat Bibi, daughter of the testator by an 
earlier wife, and it has been defended 
by Karam Din, brother-in-law of the 
testator, alone, for Mnsammat Erana the 

widow has let the case proceed against her 
ex parte. The Court below has dismissed 
the suit, holding that Muhammadan Law is 
not the rule of succession followed by this 
family, that the testator held the position 
of gaddi nashin and that Karam Din hav- 
ing been nominated by the deceased as 
his successor to the gaddi was entitled to 
the succession. The propei ty left by the 
testator, apart from moveable property, 

consists of a pacca house, a house known 
as dera , a two-storied shop, all these 

three being situated within the town of 
Pakpatan, and tinally, the rauza or tomb 
of Hafiz Kaim situate in a graveyard 

lying outside the city walls. 

For all practical purposes thero is but 
one issue in the case, and that is whether 
this immoveable property was attached 
to the tomb of Hafiz Kaim and whether 
the testator held it ns keeper of the tomb 
or whether be held it in full proprietary ' 
right, and on behalf of the plaintiff- 

appellant it was strenuously urged that 
inasumeh as prima facie the property was 
private property and the burden of prov- 
ing any particular fact lies on the person 
who wishes the Court to believe in its 
existence, the burden of proof should have 
been laid upon the defendant in the 

first instance. It is to be noted that 
the defendant-respondent does not rely at 
all upon the Will executed by the testator, 
for obviously that would not suit his 
purpose. His contention is that the testator 
had no power to dispose of the property 
by Will and that defendant is entitled 
to it not by inheritance but as the testator’s 
nominated successor in the otlice of saxiada 
nashin of tho shrine. The oral evidence is 
voluminous but, in our opinion, very 
untrustworthy, for in most oases it represents 
merely the opinions of the persons who 
gave it and who from their own evidence 
clearly are little qualified to give any 
opinion at all in the matter. If the 
testator can be called sujjada nashin of the 
tomb, such a title can be recorded only 
as a courtesy title, for the tomb or the 
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shrine cannot by any stretch of language 
be regarded as a public religious insti- 
tution. As stated before, it consists of an 
old tomb in the last stages of disrepair, in 
the neighbourhood of which there is 
neither well nor shop nor refuges for the 
accommodation of any pilgrims; ani it is 
in evidence that only once a year, viz., 
on the death day of Hafiz Kaim did 
persons proceed to the spot. Estimates of 
the persons who so attended vary ex- 
tensively from 100 to 1000, but it is 
quite clear that the tomb lay deserted 
except for one or at most two days during 
the year and that it was not a regular 
place of pilgrimage. It appears to be 
merely the tomb of a deputed saintly man 
whose descendants make a little money 
from the offerings received there during 
one day in the year. Such a tomb cannot 
be compared in any respects, especially 
in respect of the rules governing the rights 
in it, with the large institutions which are 
presided over by mahants who in their 
turn are controlled by brotherhoods. Such 
a comparison in a case of this kind would 
e quite fallacious. On behalf of the 
defendant-respondent it has been urged that 

e tomb was originally owned by Sayyids 
and that the testator and his father came 
into possession of it not in accordance 
with the rules of ordinary succession but 
as murids or disciples and successors of 
the first sajjada nashin. That Hafiz Kaim, 
whose remains are said to be covered by 
the tomb in question, was a Sayyid is, 
owever, not proved, for whilst plaintiff 
asserts that Hafiz Kaim was a Kureshi , 
TK defendant aver3 that he was a Sayyid. 
fhe only piece of documentary evidence 
upon the record, an old sale-deed, which 
is more than thirty years old and which 
appears to be prima facie genuine, shows 
tpat- Pir Bakhsh was the son of Ghulam 
fvesul; and we are quite unable to find it 
established that Hafiz Kaim Din was a 
bayyid and was not a Kureshi and the blood 
ancestor cf the testator. That being so, 
the respondent’s argument that the testator 
received this property from Hafiz Kaim 
Din as the keeper of the shrine and not 
in absolute proprietary right falls to the 
ground. The plaintiff aud the testator are 
Kureshis by caste, and as regards them 

16 


there exists a strong presumption that they 
followed Muhammadan Law. The site of 
the tomb is recorded in the revenue papers 
as the personal property of the testator and 
it is therein described merely as a grave- 
yard, and not as a shrin Q . If we turn 
now to the Will executed by the testator, 
we find that the whole of the property 
including the tomb and its site is therein 
described as the personal property of the 
-testator and he proceeds to dispose of it 
as such, leaving it in the first instance 
to his wife and after her death to the 
respondent. In his Will he does not des- 
cribe himself as sajjada nashin nor does he 
describe the respondent as his successor 
in the sajjada nashini , but he does describe 
him as his representative and successor in 

the pm muridi and in the celebration of 
the urs. 

Respondent himself does not contend 
that the property is wakf. Indeed, he 
asserts that it is not ivaJcf and drawing 
a distinction, which we find to be too 
fine to appreciate, asserts that the pro- 
perty though not wakf is attached to the 
shrine. 

Our conclusion then is that there is no 
reason to hold that the property in 
dispute is not the personal property of the 
testator, that there is no proof that the 
testator appointed the defendant sajjada 
nashin in the usual acceptance of the 
term, and that there is no proof that the 
property was ever dedicated to the up- 
keep of the shrine or that, in fact, the 
income of the property was used for the 
upkeep of the shrine. But we find it 
proved that the property was held by the 
testator in proprietary right. 

On these findings we accept the appeal 
and decree the plaintiff’s claim with costs 
throughout. 

Appeal accepted . 
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PRIVY COUNCIL. 

Appeal from the Calcutta High Cgckt. 

December 11, 19*6". 

Present Lord Parker of Waddington, 
Lord Sumner, Sir John Edge and 
Sir Lawrence Jenkins. 

MINA KUMARI B1B1— Plaintiff 

— Appellant 

versus 

Raja BIJOY SINGH DUD HU HI A — 
Defendant — Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act XIV of\882), ss. 274, 
276, 295 — Ececution — Attachment — Sale of attached 
property by judgment-debtor — Subsequent attachment 
and sale of same property in execution of a not he) decree 
— Execution purchaser and private purchaser , rights 
of Transfer of Property Act {IV of ls82), s. 53 
— Faaudnlent transfer — Preferential payment to credi- 
tor, whether fraudulent — Document , execution of — 
Date — Presumption — Judgment — Evidence , nature of. 

Whore certain immoveable properties of a judg- 
ment-debtor wero successively attached in execution 
of two decrees held by the same decree-holder and 
were sold under the second attachment and purchased 
by the decree-holder himself and it was also found 
that on the day previous to the second attachment 
in pursuance whereof the execution sale was held, the 
judgment-debtor had conveyed the properties abso- 
lutely to the plaintiff by a private sale: 

Held , in a suit by the plaintiff to recover posses, 
sion of the properties, 

(1) that the private sale, being prior to the second 
attachment, took effect in preference to the Court 
sale; [p. 244, col. 2.J 

(2) that under 'section 276 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1882, the decree-holder could nott ke 
advantage of any attachment r other than the one 
which actually led up to t he sale and that, therefore, 
the decree-holder could not avail himself of the first 
and earlier attachment in execution of his earlier 
decree to render tho sale to the plaintiff void. [p. 
245, col. 1,] 

Held, also (1) that the existence of assets in Court 
was a condition precedent to bring section 25*5 of the 
Code into play and there being none such in the ease, 
the decree-holder was not entitled to rateable dis- 
tribution; [p- 246, col. 2.] 

{2), that even assuming that section 295 could 
apply and the conditions required by that section 
were fulfilled, the decree-holder could not under 
section 276 of the Code take advantage of any 
attachment other than the one which actually led up 
to the sale. [p. 245, col. 2.] 

Where a purchaser in Court auctiou questions the 
validity of a prior private sale on the ground that it 
was either benami or fraudulent, but admits that the 
vendor owed the private purchaser more than the 
actual consideration for the sale, the admission is 
a complete answer to the pica of benami and also 
operates strongly against the plea of fraudulent 
transfer, [p. 2*14, col. 2.] 

Lor all that is contained in section 53 of the 
Transfer of Property Act, a debtor may pay his 
debts in any order be pleases and prefer any crouitor 
he chooses, [p. 244, col 2 ] 

The mere fact that a debtor prefers one of 


bis many creditors and executes a conveyance to 
him of his properties and does so of set purpose, 
would not stamp the transaction ob a fraudulent 
transfer within the meaning of section 53 of the 
Transfer of Property Act. [p.,244, col. 2.] 

Jt is a general though not a conclusive presumption 
that a document was made on the day of the date it 
bears, [p 244, col. 2.] 

A Court’s decision must rest not upon suspicion 
but upon legal grounds established by legal testi- 
mony. [p. 245, col. 1.] 

Appeal frem the judgment and decree of 
the Calcutta High Court (Chitty and 
Teunon, JJ ), dated the 26th March 1912, 
reversing those of the Subordinate Judge, 
Murshidabad at Berbampur. 

FACTS of the case appear fully from the 
judgment. 

Messrs. Upjohn , K. C ., and Sir William 
Garth , for the Appellant. — The judgment 
of the Subuidinate Judge was right and 
ought not to have been reversed. There 
is absolutely no evidence that the docu- 
ment was antedated and the judgment of 
the High Court on this point is based on 
mere suspicion. The pleas of henomi and 
fraud are completely answered by the defend- 
ant’s admission that t lie judgment-debtor 
owed to the plaintiff more than the con- 
sideration for the sale. These grounds were 
not taken in the written statements and 
there were no issues joined thereon. They 
ought not to have been allowed by the 
High Court. See Bal Gangadhar Tilak v. 
Shri Shriniwas Pandit (1). 

Messrs. I)e Gruyther , /{. C., and Bhugxvandin 
Dube , for the Respondent, contended that the 
plaintiff’s sales v ere collusive and fictitious 
and were proved to be so by the record. 
The evidence also proved their being ante- 
dated. The earlier attachment of 1902 
was then subsisting and the sale was, there- 
fore, also inoperative. 

[Mr Upjohn, objected to the last point 
on the ground that it was not pressed before 
the High Court but Mr. DeGruyther contended 
that it would be open to him, oven though 
abandoned by bis legal advisers in the High 
Court as it was raised in the written 
statement and was a point of law. Their 
Lordships overruled the objection.] 

The respondent is entitled to rateable 
distribution under sections 276 and 295 of 

the Code of 1882, as the attachment in 
tl) 25) Jml. Cas. 639 13 A. L. J. 570; 19 C. W. N. 
729; 17 Bom. L. R. 527; 22 C. L. J. 1; 29 M. L. J. S4| 
( 1915) M. W. N. 484; 18 M. L. T. 1; 42 I. A. 136; 39 B. 
441 ; 2 L. W. 611 (?. C.). 
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execution of his earlier decree was subsisting 
at the time of the sale. See Sorabji Edulji v. 
Govind Ramji (2). See also section 73 of Act. 
V of 1908, *• •' • ' 

Their -Lordships did not want to hear 
appellant’s Counsel on facts. 

Mr. Upjohn , K. 0., in reply (on the point 
of law). — In order to entitle the respond- 
ent to avoid appellant’s sale under section 27'*, 
Civil Procedure Code, 1882, the attachment 
must be the one which led up to the 
sale in his favour. That attachment was 
subsequent to the sale to the appellant. 
There being admittedly no assets in Court, 
ejection 295, CiviLProcedure Code, does not 
apply. In any event the earlier attachment 
was abandoned long ago and ought not 
to be held subsisting on the date of the sale 
to the appellant. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sir Lawrence Jenkins. — This is a suit for 
the possession of immoveable property brought 
by a purchaser under a private alienation 
against a purchaser at an execution sale, 
who was also the decree- holder, and against 
the judgment-debtor. There was also origin- 
ally another defendant, but he has since 

died and is now represented by the decree- 
holder. 

The suit was decided in the plaintiff’s 
favour in the Court of the Subordinate Judge 
at Berhampur, but on appeal it was dis- 
missed with costs by the High Court of 
Calcutta. Prom the High Court’s decree 
the present appeal has been preferred to His 
Majesty in Council. 

The judgment debtor is Chhatrapat Singh 
Dugar, who is not inexperienced in litigation. 
Two decrees were passed against him in 
the High Court of Calcutta on its original 
side, one on the 24th August 1896, in Suit 
No. 449 of 1896, the other on the 3rd Janu- 
ary 1901, in Suit No. 302 of 1900. The 
defendant, Raja Bijoy Singh Dudhuria, the 
purchaser at the execution sale, was a 
transferee of both decrees, and so became 
the decree-holder under each. 

It will be convenient to trace briefly 
the history of these decrees, both of which 
were sent for execution to the Court of the 
District Judge of Murshidabad. 

• On the 13th June 1902, an application 
was made at Murshidabad by the deoree- 

(2) lg B. 01; 8 Ind. D#o. (n. ■.) 537. 


US 

holder for execution of the decree of 1896, 
and the proceedings became execution case 
No. 8 of 1902. 

On the 12th July 1902, an order of 
attachment was made under section 274, Civil 
Procedure Code, prohibiting the judgment- 
debtor from alienating the property there 
specified until any other order should be 
passed by that Court. 

The proceedings were protracted by adverse 
claims, but ultimately on the 29th March 
1905, the following order was recorded: — 

Nothing further can be done in this case 
at present. The application for execution 
is accordingly dismissed with the consent 
of (he decree-holder. Certify result to the 
Hight Court, Original Side.” 

Though this does not appear on the 
record, it may be assumed that the Murshid- 
abad Court certified the result to the High 
Court, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Code (section 223). 

On the k6th July 1907, another appli- 
cation, No. 19 of 1907, was made to the 
Murshidabad Court for execution of the 
decree of lc96, and here, too, it may be 
assumed that an order was made by the 
High Court for the transmission of the 
decree. The order made on the application 
was, ‘ Now issue warrant of attachment. 
Returnable on 16th August ” 

On the 29th July 1907, at the decree- 
holder’s instance, the issue of the warrant 
of attachment was stayed, and a direction 
given for the issue of notice to the judg- 
ment-debtor to show cause, on the 16th 
August, why the properties should not be 
advertised for sale. 

On the 16th August the deoree-holder 
applied for the issue of a sale proclama- 
tion, “ the attachment being taken to have 
subsisted since the order passed on the 27th 
March 1905, on his previous application 
for sale of the same properties Pre- 

vious to that order there had been an 
order passed on the 20th March 1905, 
directing that the sale of the (other) 
property now for sale here is postponed 
indefinitely.’ ” 

Notwithstanding Chhatrapat’s opposition, 
the District Judge held that the application 
No. 19 of 1907 must be received as one in 
continuation of the former proceedings, that 
the properties were still under attachment 
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and that a sale proclamation might issue 
without the property again being attached. 
Though on the face of things it seemed 
no real concern of his, still Chhatrapat 
appealed, but the order was affirmed by 
the High Court. So much, then, for the 
proceedings under the decree of 1896. 

Under the other decree, that of 1901, 
an application for execution, No. 16 of 
1907, was made by the decree-holder on 
the 16th July 1907, in the Murshidabad 
Court. Notice was issued, and on the 2 ith 
July 1907, an order was made for the issue 
of a warrant of attachment. On the 23rd 
August 1907 attachment was effected. A 
claim was preferred by the present plaintiff, 
but the property was sold in execution, 
notwithstanding her opposition, the purchaser 
being the decree-holder, in whose favour 
anorder had been made, allowing the purchase- 
money to be set off against the decretal 
amount, which was considerably in excess 
of the price. 

The private alienation under which the 
plaintiff derives title was effected by two 
sale-deeds expressed to be executed in her 
favour on the J 5th July 1907 by the 
judgment-debtor. The question in this 
litigation is which of the two titles is to 
be preferred, the plaintiff’s or the decree- 
holder’s. 

The plaintiff alleges that hers is the 
earlier, acd that the judgment-debtor had 
no right, title, or interest in the property 
in suit at the date of the attachment in 
execution case No. 1 6 of 1907, under which 
the decree-holder bought. The plaintiff 
also questions, with certain exceptions, the 
identity of the property in the two sales, 
but in the view their Lordships take, this 
topic need not be pursued. The decree- 
holder denies the plaintiff’s priority of title, 
and contends that the assurances to her 
were collusive and fictitious; that the salo- 
deede, though purporting to be of a date 
prior to the attachment in execution case 
No. 16 of 1907, were in truth executed 
later; and that in any case the private 
alienation to the plaintiff was during the 
continuance of an attachment, and, therefore, 
void. First, then, as to the alienation in 
favour of the plaintiff being, as it is termed 
in the respondent e case, collusive and 
fictitious. It is there alleged that “the 
judgment-debtor, Bubu Chbatiapat Singh, 


was, and always remained, the real owner 
of the properties in dispute.” Strictly this 
means that the transaction was benami t and 
not that it was a fraudulent transfer with- 
in the meaning of section 53 of the Trans- 
fer of Property Act. The difference is 
distinct, though it is often slurred. To 
the suggestion that the transaction was 
benami , a complete answer is furnished by 
the admission that the judgment-debtor 
owed the plaintiff the amount stated to 
be the c jnsideration for the sale-deeds and 
more 

And even if the case for the decree- 
holder be treated as raising the further 
plea of a fraudulent transfer, this same 
admission operates strongly in the plaintiff’s 
favour. 

It may be that the judgment-debtor 
preferred the plaintiff, with whom he was 
connected by family ties, and that he did 
this of set purpose, yet this would not 
stamp the transaction as a fraudulent 
transfer. A debtor, for all that is contained 
in section 53 of the Transfer of Property 
Act, may pay his debts in any order he 
pleases, and prefer any creditor he chooses. 
And whatever may be suspected and how- 
ever slender the confidence that Chhatrapat 
may inspire, there is no evidence on which 
any fraudulent intention can be imputed to 
the plaintiff. 

Had it been made out that the sale- 
deeds to the plaintiff were really executed 
after the attachment in execution case No. 16 
of 1907, then there would have been 
justification for a finding of fraud ; though 
in that case the finding would have been 
unnecessary, for the plaintiff’s title would 
have been defeated, apart from fraud, under 
the express terms of section 276 of the Civil 
Procedure Code. 

But the contention that the sale-deeds 
were antedated cannot be sustained. It 
is a general though not a conclusive presump- 
tion that a document was made on the 
day of the date it bears, so that for what 
it is worth the plaintiff starts with that 
in her favour ; but her case does not rest 
there, for such oral evidence as there is 
on the point supports the presumption, and 
was not seriously challenged by cross- 
examination. It has been suggested that 
the plaintiff should have called other wit- 
nesses to the date of execution. But her 
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advisers had no reason to apprehend that 
this contention would be advanced. It is 
not pleaded in the written statement, it 
is not raised in the issues, and the judg- 
ment of the first Court certainly does not 
suggest that it was given prominence even 
at the trial. 

There may be ground for suspicion, and 
Chhatrapat’s treatment of his creditors in 
the past may engender doubt, but the 
Court’s decision must rest, not upon 
suspicion, but upon legal grounds established 
by legal testimony. Such as it is, the legal 
proof here is all on the plaintiff’s side, 
while if indirect signs are sought the 
keenness which marked the contest as to 
the continuation of the execution proceedings 
No. 8 of 1902 is hardly intelligible unless 
it be assumed that both parties realised 
the importance of the dates, and the dates 
could only have possessed importance if 
the sale-deeds had been already executed. 

But then it is urged for the decree- 
holder that the sales to the plaintiff, even 
if executed on the date the kobalas bear, 
are nevertheless void under section 276 of 
the Civil Procedure Code. That section 
provides that when an attachment has been 
made as there described, any private aliena- 
tion of the property attached during the 
continuance of the attachment shall be void 
against all claims enforceable under the 
attachment. Ex hypothesis the alienation to 
the plaintiff was not during the continuance 
of the attachment in execution case No. 
16 of 1907, or, in other words, the attach- 
ment under which the execution sale to 
the decree-holder was made. Therefore, it 
cannot bo avoided by that attachment. 

But the decree holder argues that it was 
made during the continuance of the attach- 
ment in execution case No. 8 of 1902, and 
in support of this, reliance is placed on 
the order of the District Judge of the 16th 
August 1907, which was affirmed on appeal 
by the High Court. 

The plaintiff is not bound by those 
decisions, and their correctness has been 
forcibly questioned before their Lordships. 
But it is unnecessary and inadvisable to 
deal further with this point, and more 
especially as there is another ar.d surer 
answer to the decree-holder’s plea. He 


relies on section 295 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure as entitling him to the benefit 
of section 276, and for this purpose he 
calls in aid his application for attachment 
in execution case No. 8 of 1902. To bring 
section 295 into play certain conditions are 
necessary, and one of them is that there 
should be assets held by the Court. It has 
not been shown that there were such assets 
and the indications in the record point the 
other way. But apart from this, section 
295 cannot help the decree-holder. Though 
the word “attachment” occurs three times 
in section 276, the reference is to one, and 
only one attachment; that one in this case 
is the attachment in execution case No, 
16 of 1907. All that can be done is to 
employ that attachment for the' purpose of 
impugning the private alienation, for it is 
on that alone that the decree-holder’s title 
to the property in suit at present rests. 

So that even if it be assumed, for the 

sake of argument, that the view which 
prevailed in Sorabji Rdulji v. Qnvind Rnmji 
(2) is correct, and that the conditions of 
section 295 have been satisfied, it cannot 
advance the decree-holder’s case. 

It still is the attachment in execution 
case No. 16 of 1907 that is the only 
weapon of attack, and it is not made more 
effective by the earlier attachment in exe- 
cution case No. 8 of 1902. All that the 

earlier attachment oan do in the cir- 

cumstances of this case is to entitle the 
decree-holder to the benefit of the later 
attachment. He cannot claim to be in a 
better position than the decree-holder in 
execution case No. 16 of 1907, nor does 

it strengthen his position that it is the 
same person who is the decree-holder in 
both cases. To claim a higher right because 
the attachment in execution case No. 8 
of 1902 is of an earlier date rests on an 
obvious confusion of thought. 

The result then is that the appeal must 
be allowed, the decree of the High Court 
set aside, and the decree of the Subordinate 
Judge, so far as it direots that the 
plaintiff do get khas possession of the pro- 
perties in suit, restored with costs in both 
Courts, and any costs paid under the decree 
of the High Court must be refunded and 
the costs of this appeal paid by the decree- 
holder, 


INDIAN OASES. 


[1917 


246 

MOHAMMAD BAKHSH V . KARM ILAHI. 

And their Lordships will humbly advise 
His Majesty accordngly. 

Appeal allowed. 

Solicitor for the Appellant: Mr. O. C. 
Faw. 

Solicitor for the Respondent : Messrs. 
Watkins and Hunter , 

* 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No 430 ok 1917. 

May 15, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Shah Din, Chief Judge, 
and Mr. Justice LeRossignol. 

MOHAMMAD BAKHSH and others - 
Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

Musammat KARM ILAHI and others — 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Custom — Widow’ 8 estate —Right to enjoy whole 
income — Riwaj-i-am, entry in, construction of - Bhoplas 
of Multan Tahsil — Widow, whether entitled to main- 
tenance only. 

The universal rule of Punjab agricultural custom is 
that a widow in the absence of in ile issue succeeds to 
a life-interest in her deceased husband’s estate, [n. 
246, col. 2.] 

She is entitled to the enjoyment of the whole of 
the income of the estate and is not bound to account 
for her expenditure to possible reversioners, fp. 247 
col. 1.] 

An entry in the riwaj-i-am must be construed as 
being strictly limited to the case which is set out in 
the question under reply, [p. 247, col. 1.] 

Where the reversioners of one A , a member of the 
Bhopla tribe in the Multan Tashil, sued his widow for 
possession of the property loft by the deceased or in 
the alternative for an injunction restraining hor from 
wasting the estate, alleging that according to the 
custom of the tribe the widow was entitled only to 
maintenance: 

lleld, that the plaintiffs had failed to establish the 
custom set up by them. [p. 247, col. 1.] 

First appeal from the decree of the 
District Judge, Multan, dated the 4th 

November 1912, dismissing the suit with 
costs. 

^ The Hon’ble Mr. Fazl-i- Hussain and Shaikh 
Niaz Ali , for the Appellants. 

. t The Hon’ble Mr. Muhammad Shaft, K. B., 

and Sheikh Muhammad Bakhsh, for the Re- 
spondents. 

JUDGMENT.— On the 20th September 
1907 died Ahamd Bakhsh of the Bhopla 
tribe of Tahsil Multan, leaving a considerable 
0 ft*t*. Plaintiffs are his collaterals, whilst 


the chief defendants are respectively the 
widow, the minor daughter and the mother 
of the deceased, and the claim brought by 
the plaintiffs is that these defendents are 
not entitled to the succession but only to 
maintenance. Consequently the plaintiffs 
ask for possession and failing that pray 
for an injunction restraining the defendants 
from wasting the estate. Plaintiffs based 
their claim to the relief on the assertion 
that the parties are governed by their own 
tribal and general custom and that defendant 
No. 1 was wasting the estate. Defendants 
traversed all the allegations of the plaintiffs 
and denied their locus standi to bring the 
suit in the presence of the daughter of the 
last male owner. The most important issues 
in the case are whether the property in 
suit is ancestral and whether the widow, 
Musammat Karm llalii, is entitled solely 
to maintenance and not to possession of 
her deceased husband’s estate. The lower 
Court has found that only the properties 
marked Nos. 3, 4, 5, S, 13 and 16 are ancestral, 
that there is no proof that the widow was 
wasting the property, that the plaintiffs have 
failed to establish a custom whereby among 
them a widow fails to succeed to her hus- 
band’s estate and is entitled only to 
maintenance and that the plaintiffs, who are 
removed by more than three generations 
from the deceased, have no locas standi in the 
presence of the daughter. 

We have considered carefully the various 
instances of the operation of custom cited 
by the two parties, and as a result we find 
ourselves in agreement with tho Court 
below that the plaintiffs have not succeeded 
in establishing the custom propounded by 
them, custom which is certainly at variance 
with the almost universal Punjab agricultural 
custom that a widow in the absence of 
male issue succeeds to a life-interest in her 
deceased husband’s estate. 

On behalf of the plaintiffs-appellants it was 
urged that the riwaj-i-am of the Multan 
Tahsil favoured their contention and that the 
instances produced by the defendants, which 
appear to be contrary to the custom set 
forth in the riwaj-i-am , were cases of recent 
date which were still open to challenge 
and which dealt with only quite small 
estates. With regard to the ittcaj-i-am 
entry, we find that the nwai-t-atn of 
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the Maltan Tehsil was compiled 
more than 35 years ago and the replies 
to the question indicate that there was a 
considerable diversity of opinion among the 
various tribes regarding the custom which 
prevailed in the oases propounded in them. 
The rivcaj-i- am, or rather that portion of 
it upon which the appellants rely, is 
printed at page 6 of the paper-book 
and its meaning, as contended for by the 
appellants, is that a widow in the presence 
of collaterals is entitled to maintenance 
only. The reply, however, must be con- 
strued as being strictly limited to the case 
which is set out in the question, and the 
question evidently contemplates the death 
of a sonless proprietor leaving a widow 
as also a brother or brother’s sons. In 
such a case, says the riivaj-i-am the widow 
is entitled only to maintenance. Such, 
however, is not the set of facts with which 
we have to deal in this case, for Ahmad 
Bakhsh died without leaving any brother 
or brother’s sons. His nearest relatives are 
the plaintiffs who are the descendants of 
his great-grandfather and are, therefore, 
related to him in the fourth degree. Con- 
sequently the riwaj-i-am establishes nothing 
in favourof the appellants and it is noteworthy 
that in all the cases quoted by them which 
they have succeeded in establishing, the 
widows have given way not to collaterals 
but to brothers or brothers’ sons of the 
deceased. 

Finding as we do that the plaintiffs have 
not proved the custom propounded by them 
and that the widow of Ahmad Bakhsh is 
entitled to a life-interest in the estate, we 
see no necessity to decide the other questions 
debated in the Court below except that dealing 
with the alleged waste by the widow. Before 
us Mr. Fazl i-Hussainon behalf of the appel- 
lants has been forced to admit that he can 
point to no proof of waste except this, that 
the widow professes to have spent the whole 
of her income from the estate but can give 
no details of the channels down which the 
m^ney disappeared. To this, it is a sufficient 
reply that the widow is entitled to the 
enjoyment of the whole of the income of the 
6state and is not bound to account for 
her expenditure to possible reversioners. The 
question whether tho daughter of Ahmad 
Bakhsh was the ne?t heir after her mother’s 


24 ? 

demise was put in issue solely with reference 
to the objection that in the presence of the 
daughter the plaintiffs had no locus standi 
to sue either for possession or for an injunc- 
tion. This issue, however, since we find that 
the plaintiffs are not on the merits entitled 
to a decree either for possession or for an 
injunction, we see no adequate necessity for 
deciding. 

We find, therefore, that the widow is entitl- 
ed to retain possession of her husband’s pro- 
perty during her lifetime and that no waste 
of the estate by her has been established; and 
on these findings vre dismiss the appeal with 
costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 2371 of 1914. .... 

September 22, 1916. 

Present: —Mr. Justice Coutts Trotter and 
Mr. Justice Seshagiri Aiyar. 

THACHANGOT CHERUVAN1 NARA- 

• 

YANI AMMA and another — Pl'Intiffs — 

Appellants 

VGTSUS 

MALAMMAL KOOTANCHtiEU KUNCHU- 
KUTTI AMMA and others - 
Defendants flos. 1,2, 12 to 24, 23 and 27 — 

Respondents. 

Malabar Compensation for Tenants' Improvements 
Act (Mad. Act I of 1900), $s. 4, 5, 10, 19 — Trees of 
spontaneous growth — Compensation — Right o/jenmi to 
value oj trees cut by tenant — Agreement enabling 
jenrai to cut and remove tree t, validity of. 

There is nothing- in the Malabar Compensation for 
Tenants’ Improvements Act of 1900 which deals or 
was intended to deal with the transfer of ownership 
in tr**es of spontaneous growth from the jenmi to the 
tenant. The Act is confiued to the question : of com- 
pensation. The Act awards compensation to the 
tenant in respect of all spontaneously grown timber 
left on the holding on ejectment which came into 
existence either daring the term of the tenant or that 
of his predecessor, provided that no compensation has 
already been paid for it [p. 250, col 2.] 

A contract entered into after 1886, which allows the 
landlord to come on the land and out and remove 
spontaneously grown trees, is void as it contra vents the 
provisions of the Act. [p. 251, col.T.J ; • * - - • ' 
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During: t h<* continuance of the tenancy the tenant is 
entitled to cut down trees in the ordinary course of 
prudent forestry, * hoot'll they may helontr to the 
landlord p. 251. col. J. 

(}u:rre : — Whether trees of spontaneous growth in 
Malabar before Madras Act I of 11)00 was passed 
belong to the jentni or the tenant* 

Second appeal against the decree of the 
Court of the Temporary Subordinate Judge, 
Palghat, in Appeal Suit No. 1057 of 1913, 
preferred against that of the District Munsif, 
Ottapalam, in Origin il Suit No. 331 of 1912. 

FACTS. — This was a suit to redeem a 
kanom of 1895 (which itself was a renewal 
of a kanom of 1887, which in its turn was a 
renewal of an earlier kanom of 1873), 
under which the defendants Nos. 1 to 10 held 
the properties under the plaintiffs. The 
principal questions in dispute were whether 
(1) the plaintiffs-jewwiVs or the defendants- 
A oinomdars were entitled to the value of 
certain trees of spontaneous growth which 
had been cut and removed by the defendants 
from the bolding and f*2) whether the 
defendants - kanomdars were entitled to com- 
pensation for other trees of spontaneous 
growth which were still standing on the 
land. The determination of these questions 
depended on the effect of the undermention- 
ed clause in the kanom document and of 
the provisions of the Malabar Compensation 
for Tenants’ Improvements Acts, 1887 and 
1900. The clause referred to was as follows: — 
“As purambas Nos. 3 and 4 of the schedule 
are forest plots, all the teak, rosewood trees, 
etc , which are in them now, having grown 
there spontaneously and which are yet to 
grow belong to you, and they can he cut 
and removed for your purposes.” 

Messrs. J. L. Rosario and K. Kntfikrishna 
Menon , for the Appellants. 

Mr. K. P. Af. Menon and T. E roman Unni , 
for the Respondents. 

This second appeal coming on for hear- 
ing and having stood over for consideration 
till the 2 1st March 19lt>, the Court delivered 
the following 

JUDGMENT. 

CODTTS TkCTTER, J. — This is an appeal by 
the plaintiffs from the decision of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge of Palghat. The suit was 
brought to redeem a kanom demise, dated 
the 20th October 1895. The kanom demise 
was in renewal of prior dejniVes dating from 


1887 and 1873. So that while the actual 
contract of tenancy out of which the suit 
arises dates from 1895, the defendants or 
their predecessors in-title may in some 
sense he said to have been tenants of the 
plaintiffs since 1873. 

The first point raised in the appeal was as 
to the identity of certain lands sought to be 
redeemed. Mr. Rosario very rightly admit,, 
ted that this part of his case ultimately 
required that we should accept the plan 
put forward as Exhibit I as being more 
correct and reject the other plan referred to 
by the Subordinate Judge in his judgment. 
In so far as it was a question of deciding 
which of the two plans was the more correct, 
it was obviously unarguable, for the learned 
Judge has expressly decided that the second 
plan was more reliable than the first. But 
Mr. Rosario went fur her and contended 
f hat the second plan was not admis- 
sible at all, because it had been prepar- 
ed not for the purposes of this case hut for 
those of a connected case, Original Suit No. 330 
of 1912. I do not think that this contention 
can possibly be upheld. It is quite obvious 
that the second plan was put in «n the 
present suit and if it was not proved strictly, 
I assume it to be because the parties 

who were aware that it had been proved 
formally in the earlier suit took no ob- 
jection to its being used and treated as 
evidence in this case. 1 should be very re- 
luctant to come to any other conclusion on this 
matter. One plan is made by a Vakil and 
the second by a competent surveyor and 
one lias only to glance at the two to 
see which is the more likely to be 

correct. 

The next point taken by Air. Rosario 
raises questions of interest and difficulty. 
The kychit of 18S7 contains the following 
clause: Without making such a payment 

(i. e., of the seigniorage) to you for your 
i**nm right and satisfying you, no trees 
will he cut.” This seems to imply that 
the im in i had rights of ownetship in the 
trees. But it is not necessary to consider 
this matter, because the really mateiial 
clause is the clause in the later 
kychit of 1895, which deals much more 
explicitly with the subject of trees and.it 
is this clause which in my view decides 
the rights of the parties, 
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It is as follows: "As parambas Nos. 3 
and 4 of the schedule are forest plots, all 
the teak, rosewood trees, etc., which are 
in them now, having grown there spon- 
taneously and which are yet to grow belong 
to you and they can be cut and removed 
for your purposes.” The dispute which has 
arisen between the parties relates to certain 
trees which must be taken to have grown 
spontaneously on the property, some during 
the currency of the present tenancy, z.e., 
since 1395, others between 1873 and 1895. 
The tenants just before the expiration of the 
tenancy cut down and removed a large 
quantity of these trees and the landlord 
claims that they all belonged to him 
either at common law or by virtue of 
the terms of the kychit. A further ques- 
tion arises with relation to other trees of 
spontaneous growth which the tenants left 
standing on the property and for which 
they have been awarded compensation under 
the Malabar Compensation for Tenants 1 
Improvements Acts of 1887 and 1900. 

The Act of 1887 has for its broad pur- 
pose to award compensation to ejected and 
outgoing tenants for improvements on the 
demised property effected by them, the future 
benefit of which enures to the landlord. 
Section 3 defines improvements and enacts 
that certain specified words should be pre- 
sumed to be improvements until the contrary 
is shown. Among such improvements” are 
the following: (7i) the planting, protection or 
maintenance of fruit trees, timber trees and 
other useful trees and plants: (i) the pro- 
tection or maintenance of such trees, the 
same having grown spontaneously during the 
tenancy. Section 6 enacts in general terras 
that the compensation to be awarded is the 
amouqt by which the value, or the produce 
of the holding or the value of that produce 
is increased by the improvement; and 
certain guides are given to enable the Court 
to arrive at that value. Section 7 enacts 
in effect that any stipulation in a contract 
batween landlord and tenant made after the 
1st January 18*G shall be void so far as 
it contravenes the provisions of the Act. 
This Act was repealed by the Consolidating 
Act of 1900; but it has to be remembered 
that it was the Act in force at the time 
when the kychit of 1895 was executed. The 
Act of 1900 is a more ambitious and 


elaborate enactment than its predecessor : 
but it can hardly be said to be an advance 
upon it as regards felicity of expression or 
clearness of drafting. Section 4 takes the 
place of section 3 of the old Act; sub- 
section ( h ) practically exactly corresponds 
to ( h ) of the old Act ; but sub section (i) 
of the old Act is gone. By section 5 (1) 
every tenant shall on ejectment be entitled 
to compensation for improvements which 
have been made by him or his predecessor- 
in title. By section 6 (1) where a claim 
is established for compensation under section 
5, the Court is to determine the amount 
of compensation by the method provided 
in sections 9 to IS. For the purposes of 
this case, it is necessary to examine the 
provisions of those sections, and I may 
shortly summarise them as follows : For 
improvements other than those relating to 
trees the compensation is arrived at by 
a calculation based on the present value 
of the improvement together with the cost 
of its execution. Where the improvement 
consists of trees spontaneously grown during 
the period of the tenancy or planted by 
the tenant or his predecessors, the com- 
pensation is to be three-fourths of the value 
which the timber would fetch if cut and 
sold in the open market (section 10). 
Where the improvement consists .of trees 
not planted by the tenant or his predeces- 
sor or of trees spontaneously grown be- 
fore the commencement of his tenancy, the 
compensation is to be calculated on a lower 
basis designed to arrive at the amount 
due to the tenant for his labour for their 
protection and maintenance. Mr. Rosario’s 
able argument is as follows. The policy 
of the Act of 1900 is to give to the tenant 
compensation on a large scale for those 
improvements which but for the Act he 
would up to the time of ejectment be 
entitled to treat as his own property and 
remove, and to give him compensation on 
a less generous scale for ‘ improvements ” 
which can only be regarded in the light 
of maintenance and care of the landlord’s 
property. The Act for the first time brings 
within the category of improvements for 
which the more generous rate is awarded 
trees of spontaneous growth, and, therefore, 
he says, must be regarded as having 
intended for the fir3t time to declare such 
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trees to he the property of the tenant, the 
necessary corollary being that without the 
Act they would be and before the Act 
were the property of the landlord. At 
the time when the kychit of 1895 was 
executed, the Act of 1900 was not in force 
and, therefore, there was nothing to prevent 
the parties from making what agreement 
they pleased with regard to the treatment 
of the timber. Accordingly there was 
nothing illegal or invalid in the clause of 
the kychit which provided that the teak 

and other trees which had grown spon- 
taneously and were yet to grow belonged 
to the landlord and could be cut and 

removed by him. In so far as the owner- 
ship of the trees is concerned there is 

nothing retrospective in the Act, for al- 
though section 19 is retrospective in so 
far as the right of the tenant to make 

improvements and to claim compensation 
for them is concerned, it does not other- 
wise purport to have a retrospective effect 
and, therefore, can have no effect upon his 
claim for damages for trees cut down 
during the tenancy, though it is conceded 
that it will have retrospective effect on the 
tenant’s claim for compensation for trees 
left on the land, at any rate from the 
coming into force of the kychit of 1895, 
since section 19 is retrospective in the case 
of all instruments later than the 1st of 
January 1 S8G. Mr. Rosario’s position then, 
as l understand it, may be summarised as 
follows : Before the passing of the Act of 
1900 all spontaneously grown trees accrued 
to the landlord, the owner of the soil. By 
the Act of 1900 the ownership in trees 
of spontaneous growth was transferred from 
the landlord to the tenant; but in so far 
as that transfer of ownership was effected, 
it only operated in the case of trees which 
first came into being after the passing of 
the Act. On this footing the landlord will 
be entitled to damages in respect of all 
spontaneous timber cut and removed by 
the tenant whose growth was earlier than 
1900. With regard to the tenant’s claim 
for compensation, the policy of the Act is 
to give him generous compensation only for 
what is to be regarded as his own pro- 
perly and the Act not, as has been point- 
ed out, being retrospective in this respect, 
the parties are bound by the kychit of 


1895 which at the time it was made was 
a perfectly legal stipulation, and the tenant 
can only recover what I may call the full 
compensation for trees of a growth subse- 
quent to the passing of the Act. For 
those of earlier growth he will be relegated 
to the lower scale of compensation provided 
for in sections 11 and 13. 

Mr. Rosario very candidly admitted that 
it was vital to this argument to follow him 
in his first contention that the Act effected 
a change of ownership in the case of trees 
of spontaneous growth from the landlord 
to the tenant. 1 am unable to accept 
that contention and do not think that the 
Act deals or was intended to deal with 
questions of ownership at all but is confined to 
the question of compensation. I may add 
that I do not think that the amount of com- 
pensation awarded by section 10 of the Act 
in the case of spontaneously grown trees, 
namely three- fourths of their value, throws 
any light on the question whether or no the 
Act intended to effect a change of owner- 
ship. I do not think it is necessary in an 
Act so loosely drafted as this to follow Mr. 
Menon’s minute deductions from the language 
of sections 5 and 6 and say that the Act 
enacts that a tenant who passively allows 
trees to take root and grow on the land is 
“making improvement” within the meaning 
of the Act. I think it is sufficient to say 
that the Act in enumerating certain things 
for which the tenant should be given com- 
pensation, the great majority of which can 
be properly described as improvements made 
by him, includes in the list spontaneously 
grown trees which can hardly be properly 
described as “improvements” and certainly 
cannot be said to be made by him or any- 
body else. I am, therefore, of opinion that 
the Act awards compensation to the tenant 
in respect of all spontaneously grown timber 
left on the holding on ejectment which came 
into existence either during the term of the 
tenant or that of his predecessor, provided 
that no compensation has already been paid 
for it. It. is conceded that on this construc- 
tion in the present case the tenant will be 
entitled to compensation on what I may 
call the larger scale in respect of all trees 
which came into existence in 1873 or any 
subsequent year. 

With regard to the landlord’s ol$im for 
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damages for trees cut and removed by the 
tenant the position is this. If the trees in 
question were the property of the tenant, he 
is obviously entitled to do what he likes 
with them. I have already held that the 
Act of 1900 does nothing to alter the 
position with regard to this or vest a new 
ownership in the tenant. Then it is said 
that whatever may have been the position 
at common law, the provision in the hychit 
of 1895 clearly vests the ownership in the 
landlord. It, therefore, becomes necessary to 
examine that clause in the contract and 
Bee whether it is obnoxious to the provisions 
of section 19. it is clear that under the 
Act the tenant would be entitled to claim 
compensation for all spontaneously grown 
trees which he left standing at the end of 
his tenancy. It follows that a contract 
which allows the landlord to come on the 
land and out and remove such trees must 
necessarily limit the right of the tenant to 
claim compensation for such improvements. 
I, therefore, hold that the provision in the 
kycl-it that the landlord may cut and remove 
these trees is contrary to the Act and bad. 
It is argued that the early words which 
purport to give the property in the trees to 
the landlord, are separable and do not con- 
travene any provision of the Act. Treating 
them as separable 1 do not think they help 
the appellant, because, in my opinion, they 
do not form an operative portion of the 
clause but are merely declaratory of the 
supposed rights of the parties. Some Judges 
of this Court have expressed the opinion 
that trees of spontaneous growth become the 
property of the tenant at common law 
apart from any que tion of the effect of the 
Statute. See Krishnacharya v. An.ihn.kki (l). 
I do not, however, clearly follow the reasoning 
by which this conclusion is attained and 
should be inclined myself to the view that 
that which came to grow on the land 
naturally became the property of the ultimate 
owner of that land; but I do not think it 
is necessary to decide that question for the 
purposes of this case. During the tenancy 
the tenant is entitled to cut duwn trees in 
the ordinary course of prudent forestry, 
though they may belong to the landlord. 
His only obligation is to return the pro- 

(1) 31 Ind. Cas. 12; 29 M. L. J. 314; 18 M, L. T. 
218; (1916) M. VT. N. 726, 


perty in substantially the same condition as 
he took it and to abstain from any act of the 
nature of waste. No allegation is made in 
this case that there has been any substantial 
diminution in the value of the property 
during the term by reason of the cutting 
of these trees, nor is there any allegation 
of any act in the nature of waste. In these 
circumstances I think the landlord’s claim 
for damages fails. 

The last point taken in appeal relates to 
the price which the learned Subordinate 
Judge has fixed for the paddy. The Fort St. 
George Gazette of the 11th March 1913 
fixes 21*23 as the number of imperial seers 
per rupee and proceeds to set out the 
equivalent for that in the Walluvanad 
Taluk as 17*40 Macleod’s seers. The learn- 
ed Judge apparently holds that Macleod’s 
seers in the notification is a mistake for 
edangalis , for the reason that the local 
measures in use in the taluk are not Macleod’s 
seers but edar.galis or narayams. This 
appears to me to be quite arbitrary and 
unwarrantable, and the Judge’s finding in 
this respect must be reversed and the case 
sent back for a fresh finding on this issue. 
Six weeks for finding and seven days for 
objections. 

We are also asked to direct an enquiry 
to be held as to which of the trees were 
anterior to 1S 7 3 and which were subsequent 
to that date. We asked Mr. Rosario at 
the last hearing and he said that all that 
he could suggest was there might be two 
trees which went back to that date. Iam 
extremely doubtful if even these could be 
identified with certainly and even if they 
could be, we think the expenses of having 
a finding on the point will be far in excess 
of any possible advantage that might result 
to either party from it. We do not, therefore, 
think it necessary to call for a finding on 
this point. 

SESHAGihi Aiyar, J. — 1 agree. 

On the question of the identity of the 
properties mortgaged I agree with my learn- 
ed brother that the conclusion of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge is right. Mr. Rosario says 
that the Subordinate Judge has mainly relied 
upon the description of the northern boundary 
and has from that inferred that the property 
which is described as the northern boundary 
of item No. 1 ipcluded certain plots in dis- 
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pnte. He argues that applying the test of 
the Subordinate Judge the western boundary 
should have been differently described. It 
may be, as argued by the learned Vakil, 
tha L the test applied by the Subordinate 
Jtdge is not a conclusive one; but it has to 
be remembered that he has considered the 
position of the plots with reference to the 
survey plan. The District Munsif made no 
reference at all to the survey plan. In 
these circumstances I am not prepared to 
say that the Subordinate Ju Ige is wrong. 


The main contention is, that trees of 
spontaneous growth which came into 
existence before Madras 4 ct 1 of 1900 was 
passed are the property of the jenmi , and 
that the declaration of the defendant in 
Exhibit A admitting the right of the 
jenmi is binding on him. The lirst mort- 
gage was granted by the predecessor in- 
title of the phintitf to the defendant in 
1873. It was renewed in 1^87 by Exhibit 
\ 1 1 and finally by Exhibit A in IS*.,. 
On the question of the right of the 
trees no judicial pronouncements have been 
quoted to us on either side. Mr. Rosario 

relied upon certain observations in Narayana 

v. Narayana *2» as indicating that the 
trees under the Customary Law of Malabar 
belong to the landlord. 1 do not think 
that this suggestion is lnrne out by the 
judgment. What the learned Judges say 
is that they were not aware of any law which 
recognised in the kanomdar the right to com- 
pensation on account of trees of spontaneous 
growth. As I understand the judgment, 
it only lays down that prior to the pass 
ing of the Act of 1S87 and the Act, of 
1900 it was not competent to the tenant 
ta compel the landlord to purchase him 
out with reference to trees of spontaneous 
growth. The contention of Mr. Motion on the 
other hand that the trees belong („ the 
tenant is not sustained by the authorities 
quoted by him. N o doubt in 
charyu v. Anthakki ( l),u c iso from South 
Canar.a, t ho learned Judges in-lined to 
the view that tree* of spontaneous growth 
belong to the tenant in possession; hut they 
say the appellant” (the landlord) “has 
not adduced any evidence of custom or 
usage by which be is entitled to such 


spontaneous growths.” I do not think 
that that decision is clear authority 
for the position that tenants are owners of 
trees of this description in Malabar. On the 
other band, the decision in Vaswlevan 
Nambudripwl v. Valia Chathu Achan (3), 
which sterns to concede that the landlord 
can restrain the tenant from removing 
certain trees during the continuance 
of Ilia tenancy, may by implication 
b 3 said t) lay down that the land- 
lord is the owner of the trees. 1 do not 
consider 'hat Vasnlevaa Nambudripad 
v. Valia Chaika Achan ( l) decides the 
right of the landlord any more than I 
consider that Krishnachirya v. Anthakki (1) 
gives the right ti the tenant. In the 
first edition of h is work Mr. Wigram, who 
had considerable experience of Malabar, 
says that it is the practice of Courts to 
bold that in a kn:hi.kkanom or ordinary 
kanom nr any superior tenure there is an 
implied covenant to compensate for all 
unexhausted improvements." This would 
seem to imply that it was open to the 
tenant to have exhausted the improvements 
during the continuance of tho tenancy. 
In this state of the authorities I feel great 
difficulty in giving a decision regarding the 
respective rights as to the ownership of 
the landlord and the tenant in trees of 
spontaneous growth. In this case it does 
not seem necessary to give a definite opinion 
on the question, as I think that the second ap* 
peal can be disposed of upon other grounds. 

1 do not think that the two Acts, Act I of 
18*7 and Act 1 of 1900, should be construed as 
in any way declaring or defining the rights of 
the landlord and the tenant to trees of spon- 
taneous growth. They were intended to fix 
the amount payable to the outgoing tenant or 
mortgagee, as the ei«e may be, in respect 
of the improvements existing at the time 
of the eviction or redemption. The prin- 
ciple adopto 1 in the Acts is to compensate 
flic tenant for the labour expended by him on 
I be land, irrespective of the question whe- 
ther be bad acquired a proprietary right to 
the trees or not. This is rendered cleir by 
a reference to section 3, clauses (/i) and (»), 
of the Act of 1887. Clause (/i) refers to the 
trees which have been planted and includes 
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in the amount of compensation to be awarded 
the cost of planting them. Clause 0 ) which 
deals with trees of spontaneous growth res- 
tricts the right of compensation to the cost 
of protection or maintenance. From these 
two clauses the conclusion is irresistible that 
in the case of trees planted by the tenant as 
well as in the case of trees cf which 
he is only the care-taker, the compensation 
has reference not to the proprietorship in 
them but to the labour spent by the 
tenant in either rearing or protecting them. 
The Act of 1900 by section 13 carries 
out this principle a step further by fixing 
a different scale of fees in respect of trees 
whioh have grown spontaneously, from the 
scale applicable to trees planted by the 
tenant himself. Therefore in applying the 
two Acts it is not necessary to decide 
the question whether the trees belong to 
the landlord or the tenant. It is well settled 
that in awarding the compensation we have 
to be guided by the Act which is in force 
at the time of the decree. See Koshikot 
Pudiya Kovil g th v. ( hundayil Madattul 
Ananta P attar (4). Therefore the only 

question that need be considered in this 
second appeal is the quantum of com- 
pensation payable, and not the proprietorship 
in the trees. Mr. Rosario raised the point 
that, as the contract of mortgage on which 
the suit is brought was entered in 1895, the 
tenant is only entitled to compensation as 
regards trees which were either planted 
by him after the contract or which came into 
existence after 1895. Prior to the passing 
of the two Acts there was some little doubt as 
to whether a tenant who obtains a kanoni 
can claim to stand in the shoes of those whom 
he had succeeded. Mr. Holloway was of 
opinion that “reason, convenience and the 
principle of the law all point to the date of 
renewal as that from which improvements 
to be paid for are determined or calculated. 
This dictum apparently did not find favour 
with the learned Judges of this Court in 
Mupanagari Narayanan Nayar v. Virupatchan 
Nambudripad 15). They point out that no 
invariable rule can be deduced on this 
point, but that the question must be decided 
on the evidence as to custom adduced in eac 
case. When the Act of 1900 was passed, 

(4) 6 Iud. Cas. 887; 34 M. 01; (1910) M. W. N. 402; 

8 M. L. T. 218; 20 M. L. J. 849. 

^5) 4 M. 287; 1 Tnd. Dec. (k. s.) 103o. 


section 5 provided that every tenant shall be 
entitled to compensation fer improvements 
which have been made by him, his pre- 
decessor-in-interest or by any person not in 
occupation at the time of the ejectment who 
derived title from either of them. It follows 
from this that a tenant who has obtained a 
renewal is entitled to claim compensation for 
improvements made during his first tenancy; 
for if a tenant is entitled to compensation for 
improvements made by his predecessor, a for- 
tiori he is entitled to compensation for improve- 
ments made by himself during his first tenancy. 
Therefore, in any opinion, tho defendant is 
entitled to compensation for all improve- 
ments which came into existence since the 
commencement of his first tenancy in 16 7 3. 
See also Thekkemannengath Raman v. Kakkes- 
seri Pazhiyot Manakkal (6) per Sadasiva 
Aiyar, J. 

The further contention raised by the 
learned Vakil is that the clause in Exhibit 
A, whioh says that the trees which have 
grown spontaneously and which are yet to 
grow “belong to you and they can be cut 
and removed for your purposes/’ does not 
offend against the provisions of either Act 
1 of 1887 or of Act 1 of 1900 and that it is 
binding on the defendant. The argument is 
that this clause does not either take away or 
limit the right of the tenant to make im- 
provements; it was conceded that if the clause 
operated in that direction it cannot be binding 
upon the defendant. I am unable to agree 
that the effect of this clause is not to restrict 
the tenant in his right to make improvements. 
The clause implies that the landlord can enter 
upon the land and cutand carry away the trees. 
It would impede the operations of the tenant 
in making improvements if the landlord is 
permitted to enter on the land, whenever he 
chooses to cut and carry away the trees. 
Further it undoubtedly debars the tenant 
from claiming compensation, because if the 
landlord cuts and carries away the trees, 
nothing \v ill be left outstanding at the 
time of eviction, and the tenant would be 
disentitled to compensation if they are not 
there. I, therefore, think that the clause in 
Exhibit A is opposed to section 19 of the 
Act of 1900 and section 7 of the Act 1887. 

(6) 27 J nd. Cas. 939; 28 iM. L. J. 184; 2 L. W. 
433. 


254 


INDIAN OASES. 


[1917 


NARATANI AMMA V. KUNCHtTtGTTI AMMA. 

One other contention of the learned Vakil 
may he dealt with in this connection before 
dealing with the value of paddy. Mr. Rosario 
contended that he ought to be given damages 
for the trees of spontaneous growth which the 
tenant had unlawfully cut and carried away 
during the tenancy. This proposition implies 
that the landlord was the owner of the trees. 
With reference to this contention, it may 
become necessary to decide the question whe- 
ther the landlord or the tenant is the pro- 
prietor of the trees, if the clause which 
declares the right of the landlord to the trees 
is not opposed to section 7 of Act I of lc87 
and section 19 of Act 1 of 1900. i have 
already stated that the condition as to cutting 
and carrying away the trees is obnoxious to 
both the sections. Jt is impossible to separate 
the clause as to ownership from the clause 
which entitles the landlord to enter upon the 
premises to cut and carry away the trees. 
The contract as to an essential portion being 
unenforceable, it is void in its entirety. See 
section 21 of the Contract Act. As the right 
to damages was rested upon this admission of 
the landlord’s right by the tenant in the 
contract of 1&95, and as I hold that this con- 
tract is not binding on the defendant, it is 
unnecessary here again to consider the broader 
question raised by Mr. Rosario regarding the 
ownership in the trees. 

On the third question raised by Mr. Rosario 
as to the value of the paddy it seems to me 

that the Subordinate Judge’s judgment is 
unsatisfactory. There are a number of sur- 
mises in paragraph 20 for which we have 
not been referred to any evidence in the case. 
The Commissioner has given a valuation 
which the Subordinate Judge says he is 
unable to accept. In that case he was bound 
to have looked into the evidence and to have 
arrived at a finding on it instead of indulging 
in speculations as to whether the Government 
Notification rightly fixes tho proportion bet- 
ween the imperial seer and Maoleod’s seer. 

1 he Subordinate Judge’s conclusion upon this 
point cannot be sustained and he must be 
asked to return a fresh finding regarding the 
price of paddy. 


In compliance with the order contained 
in the above judgment, the Temporary Sub- 
ordinate Judge of Palgbat submitted the 
following 


FINDING. — I am asked to submit a revised 
finding on the following issue: — 

1. What is the rate at which price of 
paddy must be calculated? 

2. The evidence on this point consists of 
the testimony of plaintiffs’ witness No. 1 on 
the one side, and defence witness No. 1 on the 
other side. Plaintiffs’ witness No. 1 says 
that paddy sells at 9 narayams per rupee, 
and at Rs. 3d per 60 paras , and that the 
price was nearly the same for the last ten years, 
9 narayams per rupee will be 11} edangalis 
per rupee Rs. 36 per 60 paras will be 
20 5 6 eda n galis per rupee. Thus there is con- 
siderable difference between the two amounts. 
It is not possible to say what was the price on 
an average. In the plaint he has claimed at 
the rate of 13| edangalis per rupee. 

3. On the side of defendants there is the 
affidavit of defendants objecting tc the Com- 
missioner’s valuation and it says that the price 
must be calculated at the rate of 16 edangalis 
per rupee. The same man is examined as 
plaintiffs’ witness No. 1 and he says that for 
the last ten years the price of paddy is be- 
tween 13 and 15 narayams per rupee. If it 
is 13 narayams it will be 16 y edangalis , If 
it is 15 narayams it will be 1 6 :y edangalis. 
As he says that the price is between 13 and 
15 narayams we may take 14 as the average. 
If that be so, the price will be 17i edangalis 
per rupee. I am inclined to believe this 
witness. 

4. 1 find that the price must be calculated 
at the rate of 17 .1 edangalis per rupee. 

The second appeal coming on for final 
hearing after the return of the finding of the 
lower Appellate Court upon the issue refer- 
red by this Court for trial, the Court deliver- 
ed the following 

JUDGMENT.— We accept the finding. 
The second appeal is dismissed with oosts. 
Time for redemption will be four months 
from this date. 

*1 ppea l d ism issed , 

▼ r. v. 
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PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 342 of 1916. 

January 9, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Broadway. 

SRI RAM — Defendant — Appellant 

versus 

KANSHI RAM — Plaintiff, BADRI DAS 

AND OTHERS — DEFENDANTS — 

Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1908,), O. 11, r. 2, 
s. 11 — Suit to recover share of inheritance — Suit , sub- 
sequent, to recover share of y if ted property , whether 
barred — Res judicata — Specific Relief Act (1 of 1877,), 
s. 42 — Suit for declaration of share in decree , maintain- 
ability of. 

One B. M. in his lifetime divided his moveable pro- 
perty among his four sons, 8., K , B and A., and 
directed that a sum of Rs. 3,000 odd due to him from 
one B. L. should be held jointly by all four of them. 
On his death S. sued the representatives of B. L. 
and got a decree for the whole sum as due to him- 
self. K. then brought a suit to recover his share in. 
the moveable and immoveable properties left by B. 
M. His suit was decreed in respect of the immove- 
able property but was dismissed as regards the 
moveable property, inasmuch as it was held that B. 
M. had divided all his moveable property among his 
sons in his lifetime. K. then sued for a declaration 
of his one-fourth share in the decree obtained by S. 
against B. L.’s representatives: 

Held , (1) that the suit for a declaration was com- 
petent; [p. 256, col. ).] 

(2) that inasmuch as the previous suit related to a 
share in the property left by B M it was not incum- 
bent on K. to include in it a claim for a share in the 
property held by S. in which K. had an interest, and 
that, therefore, the suit was not barred either by 
Order II, rule 2 or by section 11 of the Civil Procedure 
Code [p. 257, col. I.] 

Mahomed Riasat Ali v. Hasin Banu , 21 C. 157, 20 I. 
A. 155; 17 Ind. Jur. 484; 6 Sar. P. C. J. 374: Rafique 
& Jackson’s P. C. No. 133; 10 Ind. Dec. (n. s.; 737, 
relied upon. 

First appeal from the decree of the District 
Judge, Jullundur, dated the 30th May 1912, 
decreeing the claim. 

Mr. Nanak Ghand , for the Appellant. 

Bakhshi Tek Ghand , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The following pedigree- 
table will show the relationship between the 
parties: — 

BHANA MAL 


Sri Ram, Kashi Ram, Badri Das, Aclihru Ram 
Defendant Plaintiff. Defendant I 

No.!. _ No. 2. I 

Walaiti Ram, 
Defendant No. 3. 

The facts of this case are briefly as 
follows: — 

Bhana Mai in his lifetime divided up a 


certain portion of his property among his 
four sons and separated from them. Each 
son was also separated from his brothers 
and held his own share individually. This 
separation took place in 1903 and was 
evidenced by four chaupatras in which the 
detail of the shares allotted to each of the 
brother was duly entered. These chaupatras 
are dated the 21st February 1903 and have 
been admitted as correct bj r the parties. 

There was a sum of Rs. 3,0 )0 odd due to 
Bhana Mai by one Brij Lai and with regard 
to this in the chaupatras it is distinctly 
entered that the debt due by Brij Lai, amount- 
ing to Rs. 3,000, is to be held jointly by 
the four brothers each having a quarter 
share amounting to Rs. 775. 

On the 24th March 1905 Brij Lai struck 
a balance in favour cf Bhana Mai acknow- 
ledging, a sum of Rs. 3,031 as due. Bhana 
Mai died in December 1905. 

Sri Ram is the elder brother and on the 
15th September 1907 Brij Lai struck a 
balance, Rs. 3,7S0, as due by him but 
in favour of Sri Ram alone. • 

On the 19th November 1910 Sri Ram 
sued the sono of Brij Lai, who had then died, 
for the money due on this balance and im- 
pleaded his own brothers as defendants. Jn 
that suit Sri Ram alleged that he had spent 
about Rs. 1,400 on the funeral ceremonies of 
his father and that he and his brothers had 
come to an arrangement by which the money 
due by Brij Lai was to be taken over by him 
in lieu of the Rs. 1,400 so spent and that he 
had paid their share of the balance to each 
of his brothers. Badri Das admitted this 
claim on his own behalf as well as on behalf 
of his nephew Walaiti Ram, whose father 
was dead. In this suit on the 14th Decem- 
ber 1910 Kanshi Ram flatly denied the alleg- 
ed settlement and claimed to be entitled to a 
share in the whole of the money due by Brij 
Lai. He was directed to bring a regular suit 
and Sri Ram obtained a decree in his favour 
on the 23rd December 1910. 

Kanshi Ram then on the 17th July 1911 
brought a suit against his brothers in which 
he claimed one-fourth share in all that had 
been left by Bhana Mai. He detailed the 
immoveable property and fixed the value of 
the moveable property including the outstand- 
ings, at Rs. 11,000 approximately, alleging 
that if it was found on taking account that the 
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moveable property exceeded this sum he was 
prepared to pay the necefs iry Court fee or the 
excess I his suit resulted in a decree in favour 
of Kanshi Ham gun the immoveable property 
but his claim to the moveable property was 
dismissed. Sri Ham, who defended that 
suit, pleaded that Uliana Alai had left no 
moveable estate inasmuch as all moneys due 
to him had been divided up in his lifetime 
between his four sons, but admitted that 
Kanshi Ham was entitled to a fourth share 
in the immoveable property. 

On the 27th February lf>12 Kanshi Ham 
brought the present suit against his brothers 
and nephew, praying for a declaration 
to the effect that he was entitled to 
a fourth share in the sum decreed in 
favour of Sri Ham on the 23rd December 
1910 and his suit has been decreed. Against 
this decree Sri Ham has tiled his present 
appeal through Mr. Nanak Chand and Mr. 
Tek Chand has appeared on behalf of Kanshi 
Ham. Mr. Nanak Chand has raised various 
legal points. Firstly, he alleged that no 
declaratory suit lay. He did not, however, 
press this and as Sri Ham has not as yet 
executed the decree it seems to me that there 
is no legal bar to the suit as brought. 

Secondly, it was urged that the present suit 
was barred by section II and Order II, rule 2, 
Civil Procedure Code. It was urged that the 
plaintiff had in 1911 sued fora quarter sh \re 
in the whole of the property left by Bhana 
Alai, that as his claim for a quarter share 
in the moveable property had been dismissed 
no suit, therefore, lay. With regard to 
Order II, rule 2, it was contended that as 
the sum now in suit ought to have been 
included in the suit in 19 I, the present suit 
is not competent, and I have been referred 
to Main v I sina)i ( 1 ), A laicah Muhammad 
Kahir Khan v. Musammat lthag Khan (2) and 
l tampan ahoy i mi tiangi v . Addala liamasirami 
(d). On the merits it was urged that 
Badri Das's evidence, the only evidence 
produced by Sri Ham, should be accepted. 
Mr. Tek Chand on the other band has 
pointed out that Kanshi Ham’s position 
has been throughout that this money now 
in suit was not left by Bhana Mai and did 

not form a part of liis estate at the time of 

^^eath, but that it had been made over 
( * ) 1 o 1 . it. 1 885. 

(2) 17 IV It. 1897. 


{‘■U 25 M. 730 i\ t J. . v Mil; 12 ' F. L. ,1. I MX. 


1 1 PI 7 


by Bhana Mai in his lifetime to the four 
brothers jointly, and that, therefore, neither 
section 11 nor Order II, rule 2, Civil Pro- 
cedure Code, was a bar to the case. He 
referred me to the written statements of 
Badri Das and Sri Ham (in the former 
case), in which the fact that Bhana Mai had 
divided up all the moveable property between 
the four brothers was clearly and unmistak- 
ably pleaded. In fact Badri Das clearly 
pleaded that in this case, and in his state- 
ment alleged that on the death of Bhana Mai 
the brothers had agreed to make over the 
debt of Brij Lai to Sri Ham in lieu of 
Bs. 1,400 expended by him, and that 
Sri Ham had paid each of them 14s. 400 
as a share of the balance. There is no proof 
of this other than the statement of Badri Das, 
which is, of course, contradicted by Kanshi 
Ham s statement, and it seems to me that the 
learned District Judge (old style) was right 
in thinking that had the arrangement alleged 
been really arrived at with regard to this 
particular dobt due by Brij Lai there would 
have been some writing to evidence the fact, 
if it was only a receipt executed by the 
brothers for B*. 400 that each of them are 
alleged to have been paid by Sri Ham. Sri Ham 
himself, as I have pointed out above, clearly 
pleaded in the suit in 1911 that his father 
had distributed the whole of his outstandings 
amongst his sons. In these circumstances I 
have no hesitation in holding that this debt 
did not form part of Bhana Alai’s estate when 
ho died. With regard to the legal aspect l 
have consulted the authorities cited by Air. 
Nanak Chand as well as Dalipa v. Suraj 
Kanr (4), liar Dyal v. Aya Kiwi (5), A/m- 
hammnd Ah v. Mir Haidar ((>), SumrJca Vast 
v. Baikunfha Chandra Das ( 7), Musammat 
Bad shah v. Sahib (b) and Mahomed Riasat 
Ah v. I [asm Vann (9) referred to by Air. 

1 ck Chand. It seems to me that the last case 
of Mahomed Riasat Ali v. If asm Bunn (9), 
which is a Privy Council ruling, is very much 


(I) :u lml. Cas. 581; ks I*. K. 1910; 142 IV W. K. 
I *010. 

22 I ikI. Cas. 001; 83 I'. L. K. 1914; 45 IV W. K. 

191 I. 

(0) LVS | ml. Cus. 301; 82 IV L. K. 1915. 

C ) 30 I ml. (/as. 007. 

I s ) 87 IV U. 1903. 

0|) -l ^ . I.»7; 20 I. A. 155; 17 l ud. Jur. 48 1; (i Shi’. 
r - 'V J. 37 I; Kiiti<|iir ami Jackson’s IV C. No. 133: 10 

Ini l»ct. f > ) 737. 
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to the point. My own view is that inasmuch 
as the suit in 1911 related to a share in the 
property left by Bhana Mai, it was not 
inoumbent on Kanshi Ram to include in it the 
claim for a share in the property held by 
Sri Ram in which Kanshi Ram had an 
interest. He certainly did not make any 
claim with regard to this sum of money so 
that section 11 clearly does not apply and 
as he was not bound to include the present 
claim in that suit, Order II, rule 2, is no bar. 

In these circumstances I hold that the 
decree passed by the learned District Judge 
(old style) is correct and I confirm it and 
dismiss this appeal with costs. 

Appeal dismissed . 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

FULL BENCH. 

Civil Revision No. 207 of 1916. 

March 30, 1917. 

Present: — Sir Edward Chamier, Kt., Chief 
Justice, Mr. Justice Sharfuddin, 

Mr. Justice Chapman, 

Mr. Justice Mullick and Mr. 

Justice Atkinson. 

MAHADEO LAL — Applicant 

versus 

LANGAT SINGH and others — 

Respondents. 

Bengal Tenancy Act (VIII oj 1885;, ss. 170 (3), 161 
•—! Transferee of 'portion oj occupancy holding not trans- 
ferable by custom, whether entitled to make deposit — 
Interest of transferee — Interest and encumbrance, 
difference between. 

Per Curiam ( Mullick , J ., dissenting). — The transferee 
of a portion of an occupancy holding not transferable 
by custom is not a person who has in the holding 
proclaimed for sale an interest which is “voidable on 
the sale” within the meaning of section 170(3), Bengal 
Tenancy Act, and is not, therefore, entitled to deposit 
the amount of the landlord’s decree and costs under 
that section, [p. 262, col. 1; p. 263, col. 2.] 

The interest of such a transferee is not an encum- 
brance as defined in section 161 of the Act. [p. 262, 
col. 1; p . 263, col. 2.] 

Mahanti Lai Sahu v. Harkissen Jha, 19 C. W. N. 
clxxvi (176) followed. 

Sahdeo Singh v. Kuldip Singh, 18 C. W. N. ccxix 
(219), not followed. 

Abdul Rahman v. Ahmadar Rahman, 31 Ind. Cas. 
554,; 22 C. L. J. 356; 19 C. W. N. 1217, 43 C. 558, relied 
upon. 

Per Mullick, J. — The purchaser of a portion of au 
occupancy holding not transferable by custom has 
an interest voidable on the sale, and is entitled to 
deposit the arrears under section 170 (3), Bengal 
Tenancy Act. The interest of such a person is not an 

17 


encumbrance within the meaning of section 161, 
Bengal Tenancy Act. The word “interest” in section 
170 is a wider term than encumbrance and includes 
rights other than those falling within the narrow 
limits of section 161, Bengal Tenancy Act. [p.264, 
col. 1; p. 265, col. 1; p. 267, col. 1.] 

Rameshwar Singh v. Raghunandan Khawas, 38 
Ind Cas. 337; 1 P. L. -T. 403, doubted. 

Case-law discussed and reviewed. 

Civil revision against an order of the 
Munsif, Sitamarhi, dated the 7th September 
1916. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Mr. Lakshmi Narayan Singh (with him 
Mr. Nirsu Narayan Singh), for the Peti- 
tioner. — The question is whether a purchaser 
of a portion of a non-transferable occupancy 
holding can make a deposit under section 
170 (3), Bengal Tenancy Act, to save the 
holding from sale in execution of a decree 
for rent against the registered tenant. 

I would refer first to the ruling of this 
High Court in Rameshwar Singh v. Raghu- 
nandan Khawas (1), in which the purchaser 
of an entire non-transferable occupancy 
holding was held not so entitled. If the 
holding is not transferable by custom, and 
if the whole has been transferred, the tenant 
has walked out and the transferee has no 
interest in the eye of law and so he can- 
not make a deposit. If the holding is 
transferable, the landlord being bound by 
the transfer, cannot sue the original tenant; 
and the suit itself being incompetent, the 
decree is wrong, and the transferee being 
not affected by the decree and sale, he 
cannot make a deposit. Thus, in either 
case, the purchaser of an entire holding 
cannot make a deposit. 

But the question of the purchaser of a 
portion only stands altogether on a different 
footing. Refers to the Full Bench case 
of Dayamoyi v. Ananda Mohan Roy Chowd - 
huri (2). 

[Chamier, C. J. — (After consulting the 
other Judges). We propose to accept this 
Full Bench decision. I believe both the 
sides accept it.] 

Refers to order of reference at page 174* 
which speaks about the interest of such a 
purchaser. 

(1) 38 Ind. Cas. 337; 1 P. L. J. 403. 

(2) 27 Ind. Cas. 61; 42 C. 172; 18 C. W. N. 971; 20 
C. L. J. 52. 

♦Page of 42 C.— Ed. 
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The Full Bench has held that the pur- 
chaser of a portion has an interest in the 
holding, and the logical corollary from that 
is that he should be given a right to protect 
that interest. The phrase in section 170, clause 
(3), ‘ any person having an interest voidable 
on the sale” should be construed liberally. 
If the interest is not voidable’ but void’, he 
has greater right to prevent the sale. 

[Chapman, J. — His interest is avoided by 
the sale, but I would like to know if the 
term viodable’ has been used in that sense.] 

[MoLLiCb;, J.— The meaning of that word 
has been explained in Tarak Das Pal v. 
Harish Chandra Banerjee (3).] 

[Chamier, C. J.— Is it not a fact that all 
the Judges who have touched the point 
have held the word ‘voidable’ to refer to 
‘incumbrances’ under section 161.] 

Ves, except Justice Hooker jea. I am, 
however, greatly hampered by the judg- 
ment of your Lordishp, the Chief Justice, 
in Rameshwar Singh v. Raghunandan Khawus 

(a 

[Chamier, C. J. — Do not be hampered, you 
are arguing before Full Court. ) 

Fnourabrances are (1) notified and regis- 
tered incumbrances; (2) ordinary ones. The 
purchaser’s interest is voidable on the 
sale, as the execution purchaser has to 
take some steps before dispossessing him, 
that is, he has to avoid the purchase. 

[Chamier, C. J. — Has he to apply to the 
Collector under section 167 P] 

No. But he must go to the Civil Court. 

LMullick, J. 1 hen by your argument 

the purchaser of an entire holding will 

also be said to have an interest ‘voidable’ 
on the sale.] 

The Full Bench in Vayamuyi's case (2) 
has, however, held that the purchaser of a 
portion only in a non- transferable holding 

has an interest, while that of the whole has 

no interest at all. 

[Chapman, J — Your argument is that 
even jf it is not an incumbrance’ and the 
landlord need not apply to the Collector 
your client’s interest is ‘voidable’ on the salJ 
because .t will be avoided by the sale ] 

Vos. 


[Chamier, C. J.— 
the cart before the 


Vou seem to be putting 
horse. See section 17Q 


048. 


(3)10 Inch Cas. 977; 17 C. W. N. 163; Hi C. L. J. 




and look to seotion 174 which is very 
limited as compared with Order XXI, rule 
89, Civil Procedure Code. The purchaser of 
a portion, according to your argument, 
easily comes under Order XXI, rule 89, 
Would your client by paying the money 
under section 170, claim under section 171, 
a mortgage for money so paid?] 

No. I will not be a mortgagee. I pay 
money before sale and can only bring a suit 
for contribution against the original tenant. 

[Suarkoddin, J. — Section 171 is clear.] I 
have not come across any case on the point. 

[Mollick, J. — Why do you say, you can- 
not be a mortgagee in respect of the whole 
holding?] 

[Chamier, C. J.— It is quite clear that if 
we hold that he has an interest voidable’ 
on the sale under section 170, he becomes a 
mortgagee under section 171.] 

I now draw your Lordships attention to 
Tarak Das Pal v. Harish Chandra Banerjee (3). 

[Chamier, C. J. — That case is peculiar and 
distinguishable, as the transferee had re- 
mained in possession for 12 years to the 
knowledge of the landlord.] 

But the Judges were not influenced by 
that circumstance, as appears from the 
observations at page 165 of the report, 
left hand column. The word used in section 
170 is ‘interest’ and not incumbrance’. 

[Chapman, J. — What is the strongest and 
the best case on your side?] 

Tlie case exactly in point is Ahmadtdlah 
Chuivdhury v. Harkaru Saha (4). But it is not 
for us to say what is the best case — your 
Lordships can better say that. Mr. Justice 
D. Cbatterjee decided the case of Sahdeo 
Singh v. Kuldip Singh (5). I also rely upon 
Radhika Nath Sarkar v. Rakhal Raj Gagen 


( 6 ). 

[Chamisr, C. J. — This is contrary to Abdul 
Rahman v. Ahmadar Rahman (7), The 
authorities are on both aides. Let us dis- 
cuss the various words used in the section.] 

1 may refer to Abdul Rahman v. Ahmadar 
Rahman (7), Jugal Mohini Dasi v. Sri Nath 

Chaltcrjcc (8). I strongly rely upon the dissen- 

(4) 27 Ind. Gas. 176; 20 C. W. N\ 39; 18 C. W. N - 
.T.xxxi (231 ) ; 22 C. L. J. 106. 

(5) IS C. W. N. eoxix (219). 

(6) 3 1ml. Cus. 835; 13 0. W. N. 1175; 10 C. L. J. 
173. 

(7) 31 lml. Cas. 554; 22 C. L. J. 356; 43 C. 558; 19 
3. W. N. 1217. 

IS) 7 lml. Cas. 477; 12 C. L. J. 609 at p. 611. 


INDIAN OASES. 


259 


Vol. XL] 

MAHADEO LAL V . LANGAT SINGH. 

tient judgment of Mr. Justice Mullick in 
the former at page 565*. My argument is of 
a threefold character; (l) that the interest of 
the purchaser of a portion is voidable on the 
sale, (2) even if it be held to be void , he 
has greater right to protect the sale, and 
(3) he is an encumbrancer under section 
161, his purchase being in limitation of 
the original tenant’s interest in the portion 
sold. Section 170 has not to be read with 
section 161, as it does not speak of any 
encumbrance voidable on the sale, but any 
interest voidable on the sale. 

[Atkinson, J. — It speaks of ‘voidable’ on 
the sale.] 

[Chamier, C. J. — Chapter XIV has to be 
read as a whole. It provides for annulling 
interest defined in the chapter as encum- 
brances. The purchaser’s interest is not a 
protected interest, under section 160, section 
310A old Civil Procedure Code (Order XXI, 
rule 89) does not apply now to Bengal 
Tenancy Act, section 174 of which bears a 
stiking difference in language.l 

Yes, it has been held that no one but 
the judgment-debtor can deposit it after the 
sale, but before the sale, one can make 
a deposit and section 170 provides for that. 
Clause (2) says, ‘paid into Court’ but not 
by whom’. 

[Ohamier, C. J. — But the succeeding clause 
says, who can pay the money.] 

The ruling in Tamizuddin Khan v. Khoda 
Nawaz Khan (9), is against me. But it 
has been doubted and discussed in Asgar 
All v. Gouri Mohan Roy (10), also in Mr. 
Justice Mullick’s judgment in Abdul Rahman 

V. Ahmadar Rahman (7). 

[Ohamier, C. J. — You can get a number of 

cases on either side.] 

On the merits, 1 submit that the tenants 
in this Province generally sell a portion 
of their holdings; and your Lordships’ 
decision, if against me, will be disastrous 
to the entire tenantry of Bihar, who, then, 
will not be able to raise money on marri- 
age occasions or to pay up arrears of rent. 
But I confess, as a landlord, I shall have 

personally reason to rejoice. 

Mr. Baidyanath Narayan Sinha , for the 

(9) 5 Ind. Cas, 116; 14 0. W. N. 229; 11 C. L. J. 16. 

(10) 21 Ind. Cas. 58; 18 C. W. N. 601; 18 C. L. J. 
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Opposite Party. — Chapter XIY of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act is a self-contained chapter 
and the sections of any other Act should 
not be read into it. Section 170, clause (3), 
speaks of interest voidable on the sale.’ 
It is opposed to a void’ interest. We 
have next to see what is meant by void- 
able’. I submit it refers to those interests 
which have to be avoided or annulled by 
the landlord under Chapter XIY, sections 
159. It speaks of two kinds of interest, 
protected interests’ and other ‘interests’, 
which, for the sake of convenience, have 
been included under a catch-word 
‘encumbrance’. It is thus immaterial that the 
word encumbrance’ has not been used in 
section 170 (3), as I submit Chapter XIY 
does not contemplate a third kind of interest, 
all interests coming under, (1) protected 
ones’, or (2) ‘encumbrance,’ which, has 
been used as synonymous with interest;’ the 
word ‘avoided’ also is same as annulled’. 
Section 159 speaks clearly of interests.’ 

[Mullick, J. — Has the purchaser of a por- 
tion no ‘interest’?] 

He has an ‘interest’ under the Full Bench 
decision of Vayamoyi v. Ananda Mohan Roy 
Chowdhuri (2), but his interest does not come 
under the stringent provisions of Chapter 
XIV, which provides for a special procedure 
relating to sales in execution of rent decrees. 

[Chamier, C. J.— The phrase is voidable 
on the sale’ and not ‘avoided by the sale’.] 

I may refer to section 159 and proviso (6). 

[Chamier, C. J. — The whole question is, 
whether the words ‘interest voidable on the 
sale’ refer back to section 159. Section 166 
also speaks of ‘with power to avoid\ and in 
the very next sub-section, the word annul’ 
is used. They may be convertible terms.] 

1 may refer to Jotindra Mohan Tagore v. 
Durga Dabe (11); further, a co-tenant’s 
interest has been held to be void’ and not 
‘voidable’ as his interest passes along with 
the sale. ‘On the sale’ means after the sale’. 

[Chamier, C J. — Has the Full Bench deci- 
sion given the purchaser of a portion any 
right other than resisting ejectment by the 
landlord as long as the original tenant 
retains the other portion?] 

I submit he has not been given any 
right other than that, and of applying under 


(11) 10 C.W. N. 438. 
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Order i XI, rule 90, to set aside a fraudulent 
sale as a representative of the judgment- 
debtor under sect.on 47, Civil Procedure 

[Chamier, c. J.— He is only a shadow of 
the original tenant.] 

[Mollick, J.— What about interests other 

avoided" C ] Um e8 ’ ? H °' V ^ th6y t0 be 

abo B ut n St TenanCy AC ‘ d ° eS n0t Say anything 

[Chamier, C. J.— The purchaser of a 
transferable holding is an encumbrancer.] 

*es, but not that of non-lransferable 

holding. 

■ [C “\ S , ,P * UN - J — As it has not to be 
avoided .J 

Yes, it passes along with the sale. More- 
over, a sale is not an interest on the tenure or 

holding, nor is it in limitation of the tenant’s 
right. 

[Chamier, C. J.— Cannot an occupancy 

raiyat create a sub-leaseP] 

Yes, but not for more than nine years, 
oee section £5. 

[Molmck, J. — Suppose, it exceeds nine 
years.] 


[1917 


[Mullick, J. Justioe Mcokerji’s decision 
has remained unshaken.] 

The decision in Abdul Rahman v. Ahmadar 
Rahman (7) does not expressly refer to it, but 

it dissents from it by implication, just as the 
Full Bench case of Dayamoyi v. Ananda 
Mohan Roy Chowdhuri (2) overrules the pre- 
vious decisions without referring expressly to 
any one of them. Some case wrongly inter- 
preted the Full Bench decision as giving the 
purchaser a right to make a deposit, and 
so the learned Chief Justioe in Abdul Rah- 
man v. Ahmadar Rahman (7) expounded its 
true effect and thus, in a way, by implication 

challenged the oorreotness of the rulings to 
the contrary. 

t 1 ma y refer to Ashutosh Ghose v. Abinash 
Chandra Chowdhuri (13), where a co-tenant’s 
interest was held to pass along with the sale, 
being wholly void’ and not ‘voidable on the 
sale. The purchaser of a portion cannot 
oertainly olaim a higher privilege and protec- 
tion than a co-tenant. The ruling in Ahmad- 
ullah Chowdhury v. Harkaru Saha (4) is the 
same case as Ahmadullah Chowdhury v 
Harkaru Saha (4) (notes portion'. 


[Chamier, C. J.— The under-tenant goes 

with the tenant.] 

I'he ruling in Sahdeo Singh v. Kuldip 
Singh (5) proceeds upon assumptions and 
does not discuss the point. Nalini Behari Roy 
Fulmani Dasi (12) is in my favour, also 
Tamizuddm Khan v. Khoda Nawaz Khan (9). 

[Mullick, J. — It only holds that the pur- 
chaser of a portion is not an encumbrancer.] 

Then 1 submit he cannot be entitled to 
come under section 170 (3). 

[Mollick, J. — Tou are begging the ques- 
tion.] 

I may draw your Lordship’s attention to 
the clear and explicit observations of Jenkins, 
C. J. in Abdul Rahman v. Ahmadar Rahman 
Kt), where it is said the purchaser of the 
entire holding cr a portion stands on the 

same footmg-both ‘stand or fall together’ 
(reads the passage). 

The case of Tarak Das Pal v . llarish 

Chandra Banerjee (3) overlooks the fact that 

an encumbrance’ is also an ‘interest’ undor 
sections 159 and 161. 


The cases of Sahileo Singh v. Kuldip Singh 
(5) and Ahmadullah Chowdhuy v. Harkaru 
Saha (4) were deoided by the same Benoh 
on one and the same day. 

r T * le decision in Tarak Das Pal v. Harish 
Chandra Banorjee (3) is based upon other oases 
which are distinguishable, and it is, I 
submit, not logical, as an interest, which 
passes with the sale, cannot be held to be 
voidable’, there being nothing to avoid’. 

Mr. L. N. Singh , in reply. — Under the 
Full Bench decision, the purchaser of a 
portion can apply to set aside the sale 
under Order XXI, rule 90, on the 
ground of fraud and irregularity, and it 
would thus be absurd to contend that he 
cannot in time make a deposit and prevent 
the sale. When he can come after the 
sale and impeach it, he should surely be 
allowed to come and deposit before the sale. 

[Chamier, C. J. — There seems to be no 
absurdity. If the landlord conducts the 
execution sale properly, why should he not 
buy up the property ?] 

JUDGMENT. 



Chamier, C. J. — ’l he questiou for dooision is 

(13) 11 Iuil. Cub. 501; 15 C. W. N. 782, 
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whether the applicant, the purchaser without 
landlord’s consent of a part of a non- 
transferable occupancy holding, which has 
been proclaimed for sale under section 163 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act, is entitled to 
deposit the amount of the landlord’s decree 
and costs under section 170, sub section 3 
of the Act. That . section provides inter 
alia that when an order for the sale of 
a holding in execution of a rent-decree 
has been made the holding shall not be 
released from attachment, unless before it 
is knocked down to the auction-purchaser 
the amount of the decree and certain costs 
are paid into Court, and that the judg- 
ment-debtor or any person having in the 
holding any interest ‘voidable on the sale” 
may pay money into Court under that 
section. 

The case has been referred to this Bench 
partly on account of the importance of the 
question involved and partly because there 
has been a difference of opinion on the 
question in the Calcutta High Court, D. 
Chatterji and Walmsley, JJ., having 
decided it in the affirmative in Sahdeo 
Singh v. Kuldip Singh (5) and Jenkins 
C. J. and N. R. Chatterjea, J., having 
decided it in the negative in Mahanti Lai 
Snhu v. Harkissen Jha (14). These two 
cases are so far as I am aware the only 
cases in which the precise question has 
been decided. Our attention ha9 been drawn 
to a large number of cases which bear 
more or less upon the question but they 
cannot be said to establish any settled 
cursus curise on the subject which this 
Court ought to follow. - Both sides have 
in this case admitted the correctness of 
the propositions laid down by the Full 
Bench in Dayamoyi v, Ananda Mohan Roy 
Ghowdhuri (2) and it may be conceded 
that as held in that case a purchaser 
with the landlord’s consent of a part of 
a non-transferable occupancy holding has 
an interest in the holding sufficient to entitle 
him to apply after an execution sale, as 
a representative of the raiyat , to have the 
sale of the holding set aside on the ground 
of fraud, but the question which we have 
to decide is whether such a person has 
an interest in the holding ‘ voidable on 

(14) 19 C, W. N. PlxxTi (176), 


the sale” within the meaning of sectio 11 

170 of the Act. 

Section 159 lays down that when a 
holding is sold in execution of a decree 
of arrears due in respect thereof the pur- 
chaser shall take subject to the interest 
defined in Chapter XIV as ‘ protected 
interests” but with power to annul the 
interests defined in that Chapter as incum- 
brances” provided that the power to annul 
shall be exercisable only in the manner 
directed by that Chapter. 

Section 160 shows what are protected 
interests.” No one suggests that the appli- 
cant has a » protected interest.” 

Section 161 defines the term incumbrance” 
used with reference to a tenancy as mean- 
ing any lien, sub-tenancy, easement or other 
right or interest created by the tenant on 
his tenure or holding or in limitation of 
his own interest therein, and not being a 
protected interest as defined in the last 
foregoing section. 

Section 163 provides inter alia that in 
the case of an occupancy holding the pro- 
clamation of sale shall announce that the 
holding will be sold with power to annul 
all incumbrances. 

Section 166 provides that when an 
occupancy holding has been advertised for 
sale under section 163 it shall be put 
to auction and sold with power to avoid 
all incumbrances and the purchaser at a 
sale under this sestion may in manner 
provided by the next following section 
and not otherwise annul any incurabranoe 
on the holding. 

Section 167 prescribes the procedure to 
be followed by a purchaser having power 
to annul encumbrances and desiring to 
annul the same. 

It seetns to me quite clear that 
the words “annul” and “avoid” as used 
in these sections are convertible terms, 
that the only interests which are “voidable 
on the sale” within the meaning of section 
170 are those interests which can be 
avoided by means of an application under 
section 167 and that the only interests 
which can be avoided by means of ' such 
an application are the interests defined in 
section 161 as “incumbrances”. The result, 
in my opinion, is that the answer to the 
question which we have to decide depends. 
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upon whether the applicant has an incum- 
brance as defined in section 161. In my 
opinion he has not. He certainly has not 
either a ^ lien, sub-tenancy, or easement.” 
Has he any other right or interest created 
by the tenant on his holding or in 
limitation of his own interest therein?” 
These words refer presumably to some 
right or interest which is ejusdem generis 
with the opening words of the definition 
and not to some much larger right or 
interest of a different description. Upon 
the construction of this definition f accept 
w}iat^ was said by Jenkins, C. J. and N. 
R. C hatter jea, J., in Abdul Rahman v. 
Ahamadar Rahman (7). That was the case 
of a tenure and not of a holding but the 
reasoning of the learned Judges applies as 
muoh to a holding as to a tenure. 


A transferee without the landlord': 
consent of a plot of land forming par 
of a non transferable holding may b< 
entitled to retain possession of that plo 
while the tenant also retains possessioi 
of some portion of his holding, but, if ar 
execution sale of the holding takes place 
the holding passes to the auction- purchase) 
and it seems to me that the previou: 

ming part of tha 
holding must give way to the auction 
purchaser, in other words the interest o: 
transferee of the plot, whatever it maj 
be, is avoided by the sale and the holding 
passes to the auction-purchaser free frog 
any claim on the part of the transferee. 

Chapter XIV of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act appears to me to be self-contained so fai 
as the present question is concerned anc 
upon a construction of the various pro 
visions contained in that Chapter, I am o 
opinion that the applicant is not a persoi 
w 10 as in the holding now proclaimec 
for sale an interest which is “ voidable 01 
the sale within the meaning of sectior 
17U. I would, therefore, dismiss this 
application with costs. Hearing f ee threi 
gold mohurs. 

Chapman J.— I agree with the judgnienl 
delivered by the Chief Justice. 

Atkinson, J— I concur with the judgnienl 
delivered by the Chief Justice 

Sharkcddin J. The question referred I, 

this Special Bench is one of very grea , 

importance. It is of importance to the 


landlords, to the occupanoy ryots and to 
the transferees of a part of the holding. 
This question produced many conflicting 
rulings and for that reason this Special 
Bench was constituted in order to give a 
definite answer to the question put to this 
Bench in the Letter of Reference. The 
question referred to this Bench is whether 
a purchaser of a portion of an occupancy 
holding, not transferable without the consent 
of the landlord, can make a deposit as 
directed by sub-section 3 of section 170 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act. The sub-section is to 
the following effect: — “The judgment-debtor 
or any person having in the tenure or hold- 
ing any interest voidable on the sale, may pay 
money into Court under this section.” On the 
first reading of this sub-section it would no 
doubt appear that the wordings are most 
comprehensive but when we refer to other 
provisions of the Chapter wherein section 
1/0 takes its place it seems to me clear 
that the purchaser referred to ought not 
to be given a right to make the deposit. 

In the present dispute both sides have 
admitted the correctness of the propositions 
laid down by the Full Bench in Daya - 
moyi v. Ananda Median Roy Chowdhuri (2). 
In this reported case it was held that 
after the execution sale a purchaser without 
the landlord’s consent of a part of a non* 
transferable occupanoy holding has an interest 
in that holding as a representative and has 
a right to apply for the setting aside 
of the sale on the ground of fraud but 
the question that we have to decide is 
as to whether such a person has an interest 
in the holding “voidable on the sale” within 
the meaning of section 170 of the Aot. 

Section 171 provides that when a person 
having in a tenure or holding advertised 
for sale under this Chapter (Chapter 
XlV) or in execution of a certificate for 
arrears of lent due in lespect thereof 
signed under the Bengal Public Demands 
Keeoveiy Act of 1 9 1 3 an interest which 
would be voidable by the sale pays into 
Court the amount requisite to prevent 
the sale: — 

(a) the amount so paid by him shall 
be deemed to le a debt at 12 per cent, 
per annum and secured by a moitgage 
of the tenuie or holding to him; 

(/>) his mortgage shall take priority 
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of every other charge on the tenure or 
holding other than a charge for arrears 
of rent; and 

(c) he shall be entitled to possession 
of the tenure or holding as mortgage of 
the tenant and to retain possession of it 
as such until the date, when interest due 
thereon has been discharged. 

It is clear, therefore, that in accordance 
with the provision of section 171 of 
the Act, the purchaser of a part of a noil- 
transferable occupancy holding, if allowed 
to make the deposit, becomes a mortgagee 
of the tenant, and as such he cannot be 
ousted by the landlord or by the purchaser 
of the holding in execution sale and the 
result would, therefore, be that new purchaser 
would be thrust on the landlord which I 
think certainly cannot have been the intention 
of the Legislature. The Legislature in 
enacting the Bengal Tenancy Act had in its 
view the safe* guarding of the interests 
both of the landlords and the tenants and 
it seems to me from other povisions of 
the Act that the Legislature is against 
forcing a stranger on the landlord without 
his consent and it is on this account 
that it has been held that the landlord 
is not bound to rcognise a transferee of a 
part of an ocoupanoy holding not transferable 
by custom. 

In the present case the purchaser is 
certainly net a judgment-debtor. The question 
is whether he is entitled to avail himself 
of the provision of section 17b of the 
Act. Sub-section 3 of this section clearly 
provides that if a person has an interest 
"voidable on the sale” he is entitled to 
make the deposit. The question, therefore, 
resolves itself into this, namely, whether 
a purchaser of a part of an occupancy 
holding not transferable by custom has 
an interest “voidable on the sale. In 
order to determine that question 1 think 
it is necessary to refer to some other 
sections of the Act. Section 159 of the 
Act refers to the general powers of a 
purchaser to avoid encumbrances. That 
section provides: Where a tenure or holding 
is sold in execution of a decree for arrears 
due in respect thereof, the purchaser shall 
take subject to the interests defined in 
this Chapter as ‘protected interest’ but 
with power to annul the interest? defined 


in this Chapter as ‘encumbrances’.” As to 
what an encumbrance is we must refer 
to section 161 of the Act and as to how 
an encumbrance is to be avoided we have 
to refer to section 1 67 of the Act. On a 
perusal of these sections it is clear that 
under the provision of section 159 a purchaser 
takes the tenure or holding free from 
encumbrances and encumbrance as defined 
in section 161 can be voided or annulled 
under section 167. It follows from the 
provisions of the sections quoted that the 
encumbrance holders whose interest aie 
voidable on the sale are persons who are 
entitled to make the deposit. It is also 
to be determined whether he has any 
encumbrance within the meaning of the 
section 161 of the Act under which section 
an encumbrance means a lien, sub-tenancy, 
easement or other right or interest created 
by the tenant on his tenure or holding 
or in limitation of his own interest therein, 
and not being a protected interest as defined 
by section 160 of the Act. In order, 
therefore, to determine whether a purchaser 
of a portion of an occupancy holding not 
transferable by custom is entitled to make 
the deposit, it has to be found whether 
he has an encumbrance within the meaning 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act and if he has 
not such an encumbrance he has no right 
to make the deposit. In accordance with 
the definition of an encumbrance it seems 
to me clear that the purchaser of a part 
cf an occupancy holding not transferable 
by custom is not an encumbrance holder. 
That being the view that I take, I hold that 
in the present case the purchaser had no 
right to make the deposit and £ would, 
therefore, dismiss this application with 

costs 

Mcllick, J.— I am of opinion that the 

petitioner is entitled to deposit the arrears 

under section 170 (3), Bengal Tenancy Act. 

The matter turns upon the meaning 
of the words “interest voidable on the sale.” 

The learned Vakil for the opposite party 
contends that the words mean “incumbrance 
liable to annulment after the sale by the 
special procedure for annulment of incumb- 
rances in Chapter A IV, Bengal Tenancy Act,” 
and that no interest which does not fall 
within the definition of incqmbranoe given 
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in section 161 oan be saved by payment under 
section 170. 

To this the petitioner’s first re-joinder is 
that be is in fact an incumbrancer. Now 
although there may have at one time been 
some foundation for the contention that the 
purchaser of a part of a tenure or holding 
is an moumbranoer the question is, I take 
it, now settled by the decision of Jenkins, 

!" , ul Rahman v. Ahamadar Rahman 

u- went before him on a reference to 

which I was myself a party. 

The petitioner’s next contention is that 

GVe j • - 16 18 nofc an lnou rabrancer the 
word interest in section 170 is a wider term 

than incumbrance and includes rights other 

than those falling within the narrow 
limits of seotion 161. 

- ^ ^. pinion th, ' s contention is well 
founded. Chapter A IV does not in terms 
say that interest and incumbrance are 
synonymous, then why should we strain 
language and give the word interest a mean- 
ing it does not ordinarily possess. 

Again if we rely on decisions in the Caloutta 
Court I have been able to find only one in 
support of this interpretation, namely Behan 
Lai Pan v. Fakir Ohandra Roy (15), decided 
by Dass, J., sitting alone. 

On the other hand the weight of 

authority is wholly in favour of the view that 

the protection afforded by sections 170 and 

173, Bengal Tenancy Aot, is not limited 
incumbrances. 

In principle there is no difference in th 
connection between a tenure and a holdi 
and 1 give below the cases which seems 
me to support my view. In Anund L 

PeM Misser (1G ) 't w, 

held that the unregistered transferee of n 
under-tenure could stop a sale by payme, 
oMhe arrears under seotion 6, Act VII 

L,.°i & r.wr 

r Ms win ‘ if d.» j 

f n °? rreot ’ tl,en law |,n 

materially altered the position of unregiste e 

transferees by sale. h e e 

So in Jotindra Mohan Tagore v. Durga Dal 
(11), on which case the learned Vakil f„ 
the opposite party himself relies th 

CCXXX1 (231) 

(16) 20 W. It. 59,-12 B. L. R. 489 note. 


transferee of a whole tenure was allowed to 
deposit the arrears under seotion 170 on 
the ground that he had been allowed to do 
so on a previous ocoasion. 

To the same effect is Jugal Mohini Dasi v. 
&ri Nath Chattorjee (8), where the purchase 
was in respeot of a part of a tenure. 

To like effect is Radhika Nath Sarkar v. 

• Rakhal Raj Qayen (6), where Jenkins, C. J. 
and Mookerjee, J., held that the unregistered 
purchaser of a share in a darpatni was entitled 

to deposit under section 171, Bengal Tenancy 
Act. 

Again in Brindarani Choudhrani v. Annoda 
Mohan Ray Choudry (17), a person who had 
purchased a tenure long before the decree was 
allowed to deposit, it being held that 
although he was not strictly bound by 
the decree he would be allowed to deposit 
because he had been so allowed before. 

In regard to occupancy holdings the 
purchaser of the whole or part has been 
allowed to deposit under sections 170 and 

173, Bengal Tenancy Aot in the following 
among other cases: — 

Asgar Ali v. Qouri Mohan Roy (10), 
Ahmadullah Choicdhury v. Harkaru Saha (4) 
Sahdeo Singh v. Ruldip Singh (5), and 
Tarak Das v. Ilarish Chandra Banerjee (3). 

The last of these cases is particularly 
in point because there the learned Judges 
decided in clear terms that interest and 
incumbrance were not synonymous terms 
for the purposes of Chapter XIV. 

The opposite party relies on Nalini 
Behary Roy y. Fulmani Dasi (12). So far 
as 1 can see that is the only case in his 
favour, but even that decision was not 
based on the ground that the transferee 
had no incumbrance. In that case the 
purchaser of the whole of a non-trans- 
erable occupancy holding was held debarred 
from coming in under seotion 170, not 

bee i use he had no incumbrance but because 

H) had no interest which was valid against 
the landlord. 

The other case in which the opposite 
party seeks to rely is Mahanti Lai Sahn 
v. Harkissen Jha (14). in this case 
. enkins, O. J. and Chatterjee, J., did not 
decide the point whether the purchaser of 
PJ Vi fc *T\ 0 ! , a T hob- transferable occupancy holding 

(h) 13 Ind. Cfts. 328} 16 0, W. N. 94, 
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was entitled to deposit under section 170. If 
their Lordships had thought incumbrance 
and interest were synonymous, they would 
have forthwith decided against the transferee, 
but they seemed to be of opinion that 
it was not necessary to adjudicate upon 
the rights of a transferee of part of a non- 
transferable occupanoy holding if in fact 
the holding under consideration was a trans- 
ferable one. They accordingly remanded the 
case. 


In these ciroumstanoes, I am clearly of 
opinion that the weight of authority is 
against the view taken by Dass, J., in 
Behary Lai Pau v. Fakir Chandra Roy (15.) 

The next question is whether the peti- 
tioner’s interest is one voidable on the sale. 
The opposite party contends that it is void 
and not voidable. In my opinion, there is 
ample authority for the view that a transferee 
who is liable to be ejected by the auction- 
purchaser after the sale has an interest 
viodable on the sale. And it will suffice 
to cite in support the judgment of 
Jenkins, C. J. and Mookerjee, J., in 
Radhika Nath Sarkar v. Rakhal Raj Gayen 
(6). The principle is the same whether 
the subject-matter is a tenure or a holding, 
and I confess, I have some difficulty in appre- 
ciating the difference in this connection 
between a void and voidable interest. 

What the Court sells is the tenure or 
the holding. Per se the sale cannot be 
said to avoid anything. By the operation 
of sections 158 (B) and 195, Bengal 
Tenancy Act, the sale gives the auction- 
purchaser the right to step into the shoes 
of the tenant subject to the limitations and 
the procedure of Chapter XIV. Whether the 
person in possession is a transferee by pur- 
chase or an incumbrancer, the auction-pur- 
chaser cannot on being resisted re-enter 
without further recourse to law which in 


the one oase is a suit and in the other the 
special procedure under section 167. If 
as in Brindarani Ghoudkrani v. Annoda 
Mohan Ray Choudry (17), the person in 
possession is not affected by the decree 
then ex hypothesi his interest is not void- 
able on the sale. But where he is so affect- 
ed the expression * void on the sale 
is meaningless. In fact every interest . is 
voidable where the decree and sale give 

the auction-purchaser the right to re-enter. 


It is true that a contrary view was taken 
in Jotindra Mohan Tagore v. Durga Babe (11), 
but that case has been repeatedly dissented 
from (see the observations of Mookerjee, and 
Beachcroft, JJ., in Tarak Das Pal v. Harish 
Chandra Banerjee (3) and does not, in my 
opinion, correctly interpret the law. 

And even there the Court although express- 
ing the opinion that the transferee had no 
voidable interest granted his application to 
deposit because he had been allowed to 
deposit on previous occasions. In Tarak Das 
Pal v. Harish Chandra Banerjee (3), the trans- 
feree had been in possession to the knowledge 
of the landlord for over 12 years, but nothing 
turned on this as the Court did not decide 
whether he had acquired a tenancy by adverse 
possession and held that possession qua the 
landlord was sufficient to give an interest 
voidable on sale. 

Even in Nalini Behari Roy v. Fulmani 
Dasi (12), which is the opposite party sheet 
anchor and in Which the transferee of a non- 
transferable occupancy holding was held not 
entitled to deposit under section 170, the 
decision was based not on the ground that 
the transferee did not possess a voidable 
interest but on the ground that his interest 
was not valid as against the landlord. 

This brings me to the opposite party’s 
third contention which is that interest in 
section 170 means interest valid against 
the landlord at least as regards occupancy 
holdings. 

In my opinion this contention must also 
fail. 

It is necessary, however, to examine 
the decisions on the rights of the purchaser 
of an occupancy holding. 

9 

In Gadadhar Ghose v. Midnapur Zemindari 
Company (18) it was held that the pur- 
chaser of a non-transferable oocupany hold- 
ing had a right to bring a suit to im- 
peach a rent sale on the ground of fraud 
and in Brahamdeo Narain Singh v. Ramdown 
Singh (19) the same power was 
held to lie in a purchaser of a part of a 
non-transferable occupancy holding. In 


(18) 17 Ind. Cas. 126; 16 C. L. J. 141.' 
fl9) I? Ind. Cas. 125; 16 C. b. J. 139, 
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Abdul Aziz v. TaJajuddin Sheikh (2C) it was 
held that the transferee of a portion of an 
occupancy holding can come in under Order 
A XI, rule 90 of the Civil Procedure Code of 
1908, as he is a person, whose interests are 
affected by the sale, these words being wider 
than the corresponding word of Order AAl 
rule 89, which corresponds to section 310A 
of the Civil Procedure Code of 18c2. 

In Azgar Ali v. Asaboddin Kazi (21), it 
was held that the transferee of a non- 
transferable occupancy holding is a person 
whose immovable property has been sold; 
that he is a representative of the judgment- 
debtor, and that he can apply under section 
173 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. In Tarak Das 
Pal v. Ilarish Chandra B .nerjee (3) the pur- 
chaser of a non-transferable occupancy holding 
was held entitled to deposit, apparently with- 
out any decision as to whether the transfer 
was binding upon the landlord or not. In 
Bungshidhar Haidar v. Kedar Nath Mondal 

(22) , Benodini Dassi v. Peary Mohan Haidar 

(23) , Kunja Behari Mondal v. Shambhu Chan- 
dra Boy (24) and Omar Ali Majhi v. Moonshi 
Basirudeen Ahmad (25), purchaser of a part 
of a non-transferable occupancy holding was 
held entitled to come in under section 310A 
of the Civil Procedure Code of 1882. 

On the other hand in Srimati Nissa Bibi v. 
Radha Kishore Manikya (26), and Prosunno 
Kumar Middar v. Bama Churn Mondal (27), 
it was held that transferee of non-transfer- 
able occupancy holding could not come in 
under section 244 or 311, Civil Procedure 
Code of 1882. Again in Nalini Behari Roy v. 
Fulmani Dasi (12) the purchaser of a non- 
transferable occupany holding was held to 
be not entitled to come in either under 
section 244 or 311, Civil Procedure Code or 
section 170, clause 3, Bengal Tenancy Act. 
In this case on which the opposite party 
places very great reliance, but the authority 
of which has been greatly weakened by the 
Pull Bench decision to which I shall refer 


(20) 18 C. W. N. lxxii (72). 

(21) 9 C. W. N. 134. 

(22) 1 C. W. N. 114. 

(23) 8 C. W. N. 65. 

(24) 8 C. W. N. 232. 

(25) 7 C. L. J. 282. 

(20) 11 C. W. N. 312. 

(27) 3 [ml. Cas. 401; 13 C. W. N.G52. 


immediately 'the judgment proceeds on the 
basis that each of the above sections contemp- 
lates an interest of the same nature, namely, 
one which is not valid against the landlord. 

All the above cases, however, were decided 
before the Pull Bench decision in Dayamoyi 
v. Ananda Mohan Roy Chowdhu r i (2) and it 
may be urged that in some respects the law 
has been altered by that decision. 

It is necessary, therefore, to see the state 
of the authorities since the Pull Benoh 
decision, which both parties before us have 
accepted as a starting point. In Sahdeo 
Singh v. Kuldip Singh (5), the purchaser of 
part o' a non-transferable holding was held 
entitled to deposit under section 170, Bengal 
Tenancy Act. Ahmadullah Chowdhury v. 
Harkaru Saha (4) is to the same effect. In 
Ahmadullah Chowdhury v. Harkam Saha 
(4) the purchaser of the whole of a non- 
transferable occupancy holding was held 
entitled to deposit under section 170. On 
the other hand the opposite party relies on 
Mahanti Lai Sahn v. Harkissen Jha (14), 
but as I have already observed, that case 
was remanded for the trial of the question 
whether the land was transferable or not and 
the point whether the interest of the 
transferee was valid as against the landlord 
and what effect the question of the validity 
had on section 170 was not gone into. In 
Kali Churan Mahto v. Sheo Narain Siyigh 
(28), the Court held that the purchaser of a 
non-transferable ocoupancy holding cannot 
come in either under section 170 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act or under section 310 A, Civil Pro- 
cedure Code of 1882, but that he oan come in 
as a representative of the judgment-debtor, 
under section 244. This decision to some ex 
tent favours the petitioner, also as does Abdul 
Rahman Sarkar v. Promode Behary Dutta (29), 
where the purchaser of a non-transferable 
occupancy holding was held not entitled to 
come in under Order XXI, rule 89, of the 
present Civil Procedure Code. The learned 
Judges in Abdul Rahmati'sc ase (29) consider- 
ed Ahmadullah Chowdhury v. Harkaru Saha 
(4), but they did not expressly dissent from 
it. In my opinion, this last case still stands 
good for the proposition that though the 


(28) IS C. W. N. ccxix (219). 

(20) 28 I ml. Cas. 182; 20 C. W. N. 40 ; 
108. 
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transfeT of a non-transferable bolding is not 
binding upon the landlord, it is not a bar to 
the transferee’s paying in money under 
section 170, Bengal Tenancy Act. 

The effect of the Full Bench decision, 
therefore, is that so far as the transfer of a 
whole non-transferable holding is concerned 
the case of Nalini Behari Boy v . Fulmani Dasi 
(12) has been overruled and Tarak Das Fal 
v. Harish Chandra Banerjee(^) has been affirm- 
ed. The transferee has rights both before 
and after the sale inspite of the landlord s 
and the auction purchaser’s right of re-entry. 

In this Court the case of Rameshwar 
Singh v. Raghunandan Khawas (1) is in 
favour of the opposite party but my res- 
pectful opinion is that the correct rule has 
been laid down in the Calcutta High Court 
that the purchaser of a non-transferable 
occupancy is entitled to make a deposit 
under section 170, Bengal Tenancy Act. 

With regard to the transfer of a portion 
of a non-transferable occupancy holding the 
two authorities since the Full Bench decision 
are both in the transferee’s favour in the 
matter of section 170, Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Indeed under the Full Bench decision, 
the transferee of a part is in much stronger 
position than the transferee of the whole. 
The Full Bench have decided that the land- 
lord can re-enter at any moment as against 
the transferee of the whole, but that in 
respect of a part, he can only re-enter if 
the transfer effects a surrender or abandon- 
ment.. If as generally happens in the case 
of a transferee of a part, there is no 
abandonment or surrender by the recorded 
tenant, the landlord’s right of re-entry does 
not arise. The cases, therefore, which are 
in favour of the transferee of the whole, 
apply with stronger force to a transferee 
of a part. And the conclusion which I arrive 
at. is that in spite of some conflict of opi- 
nion before the Full Bench decision there 
is a very substantial preponderance of opi- 
nion in favour of the view than unless 
there is clear provision to the contrary as 

in Order XXI, rule 89, of the Civil Pro- 
cedure Code of 1908, the right of a transferee 
by sale particularly a transferee o par o 
a non-transferable occupancy holding to avoi 
the sale both before and after the sale has 
taken place is independent of the validi y 
Of his interest as against the landlord. 


I am of opinion, therefore, on a considera- 
tion of the whole case that the petitioner 
is entitled to come in under sections 170 
and 171, Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Indeed on principle, i see no reason why 
the landlord should not be compelled to 
receive payment from a transferee in the 
petitioner’s circumstances. A landlord is 
only interested in receiving his rent. If 
a transferee is allowed to acquire a mort- 
gage lien under section 171, the landlord’s 
position is in no way worse than if the 
recorded tenant had mortgaged the holding 
himself to the transferee. Why then if the 
landlord is bound to accept a deposit from 
a mortgagee by private contract should ho 
be allowed to refuse payment from a mort- 
gagee who acquires his lien by operation 
of law? In either case an outsider is thrust 
upon the landlord against his will. 

Again the petitioner’s position as defined 
by the Full Bench also contemplates that 
he should be allowed to come in under 
section 170 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
Section 3 0A, Civil Procedure Code of 
1882 was withdrawn from operation, in rent 
sales in Bengal and Bihar in 1907. Order 
XXI, rule 89, which requires that the trans- 
feree should have an interest which gives 
him a title as against the landlord would 
ako not protect him. The Full Bench, how- 
ever, has held him to be competent on the 
ground of material irregularity and fraud 
to attack the sale under Order XXI, rule 
90, the terms of which are wider than those 
of Order XXI, rule 89. If he is a person 
entitled to come in under Order XXI, rule 
90, why is he not entitled to pay up before 
the sale and thus to avoid the chance of 
further litigation. But then the opposite 
party says that by withdrawing the money, 
the landlord will be held to have accepted 
the petitioner as a tenant. I do not think 
there is any estoppel in this matter. In- 
deed -clause t, section 170 of the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam Tenancy Act was expressly 
added for the purpose of making this clear. 

After all the object of giving the auction- 
purchaser the power to avoid encumbrance 
and other interests is not so much to 
facilitate his obtaining physical possession 
of the land as to improve his security for 
rent. So long as this security is not impaired 
there seems to be no reason why he should 
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be permitted to interfere with the tenant’s 
right of transfer, and if he gets his rent 
from the transferee he can, unless the land 
is being used for a purpose contrary to 
that of the original tenancy, have no ground 
of complaint. Generally speaking the right 
of transfer subject to the safe-guards against 
sub division of the holding tends rather to 
enlarge than to cut down the landlord’s 
security. 

In this connection it is interesting to 
note how the Legislature in India has pro- 
tected transferees from the earliest times. 
The firstenactment with this object was seotion 
13, Regulation VIII of 1819, which directed 
that money paid by an under-raif/u/ to 
protect a superior putni taluk from sale 
should be considered as a loan made to 
the proprietor of the tenure preserved from 
sale by such means and the taluk so pre- 
served should be the security of the person 
or persons making the advance, who were 
to be considered to have a lien in the same 
manner, as if a loan li ad been made upon a 
mortgage. The principle was apparently 
based upon salvage liens in England. 

We next find that in the Sale Law of 
1815, a personal remedy was given to per- 
sons other than recorded co-sharers who are 

interested to pay the revenue to protect 
their interest. 

In the Revenue Sale Act of 1859 the 
same provision was made with the addition 
that if the depositor already holds a lien 
the amount paid by him shall be added to 
that lien. 

Act X, 1859, which was the first Rent 
Code, contains no provision for payment of 
rent by transferees and encumbrancers, but 
the Rent Act of 1865 extended the provi- 
sions of seotion 13 of Regulation VII [ of 1819 
to payments made by under-tenure-holders 
for the preservation of the superior tenure. 

We finally come to Act VIII of 18S5, 
when the elaborate provisions of Chapter 

XIV were enacted for further safe guarding 

not only the interests of landlords but also 
of those claiming rights created by the 
tenant without the landlord’s consent. 

The Act, in my opinion, classified interests 
into protected interests, encumbrances, and 
interests other than those falling under the 
above two heads. It does not follow that 
because it prescribed a special procedure 


for annuling encumbrances it completely 
swept away the privilege conferred 
by Act VIII (B. C.), 1865, on persons **in- 
terested in protecting the under-tenures.” 
In my opinion, section 170, Act VIII, 1885, 
merely re-affirmed the provisions of section 
6 of the Act of 1865. We have seen that 
an unregistered transferee of a part of a 
tenure had up to 1885 been held to be entitl- 
ed to acquire a mortgage lien in the under- 
tenure by payment of the arrears before 
sale. What reason is there for supposing 
that this privilege was taken away by the 
Act of 1 S85, and if the privilege still exists 
in respect of tenures then it must also exist 
in respect of holding for section 170 makes 
no difference between the two classes of 
tenancy. 

It may be that the landlord in the present 
case would have been entitled before suing 
the recorded tenant, to eject the petitioner 
from the land, and if so, the petitioner’s 
interest would be capable of description 
as one voidable before the sale, but that 
is no reason why it should not also fall under 
the category of interests voidable on the 
sale. The landlord not having availed himself 
of his right of ejectment the petitioner is 
entitled to protect himself under seotion 170 
whether the landlord desires him to stay in 
the land or not. 

The result is that I would make the rule 
absolute on the following grounds: — 

(1) The language of seotion 170 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act is perfectly dear and 
includes the interest of the petitioner, and 
if the Legislature had meant that interest 
means encumbrance it would have said so. 

(-) For the same reason interest does 
not mean interest valid against the land- 
lord.” Seotion 6, Act VIII (B. C.), 1865, 
on which section 170 appears to have been 
modelled makes no such limitation. 

(3) The balance af authorities in the 
Calcutta High Court before the Full Bench 
decision is in the petitioner’s favour and 
since the Full Bench decision while all in 
the Calcutta High Court are iu his favour, 
there are none against him in this 
Court with the exception of Sri 
llameshwar Singh v. Raghunandan K ha was 
(4), which might possibly be distin- 
guished on the ground that it relate* to the 
purchaser of a whole holding who is in a 
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worse position with regard to the landlord 
than the purchaser of a part of a holding. 

(4) The policy of the Legislature has 
always been in case of the transferee, so far 
as is consistent with the maintenance of the 
landlord’s security for rent. 

By the Court. — The order of the Court is 
that the application is dismissed with costs. 
Hearing fee three gold mohurs. 

Rule discharged. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1405 of 1915. 

April 5, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Tudball. 

CHATTAR — Defendant - Appellant 

versus 

CHOTE and others — Plaintiffs — 

Respondents. 

Hindu Law— Joint family — Alienation— Sale, suit to 
set aside , by minor member— Consideration, major 
'portion of , for legal necessity. 

Certain joint family property was sold by the 
mother and the adult brother of a minor member 
of a joint. Hindu family and it was found that a 
major portion of the consideration was for legal 
necessity. On a suit by the minor member to set 
aside the sale: 

Held, that in justice of the case the sale should 
stand on payment by the defendant- vendee to the 
plaintiff the amount which was not required for legal 
necessity, [p. 270, col. 2.] 

Second appeal against the decision of the 
District Judge, Aligarh, dated the 28th 
September 1915. 

FACTS. — During the minority of the 
plaintiff, Murli his brother and Musam- 
mat Radha his mother sold a portion 
of the family property for Rs. 1,000 
to the defendant-appellant Chatter in 
1911. The plaintiff, on attaining majority, 
brought this suit for joint possession of the 
property sold on the ground, among others; 
that the sale was not for a valid family 
necessity and the consideration was fictitious. 
He also offered to pay any sum of money 
that might be found by the Court to be 
binding on him. The defence was that 
Murli as manager of the family sold the 
property for valid legal necessity and that the 
plaintiff also benefited by the transaction; 


that the defendant after the purchase spent 

Rs. 600 on a well and the plaintiff could not 

eject the defendant without paying this sum 
also as this was spent on improvement. 

The Court of First instance found that out 
of the sale consideration Rs. 852 was for 
hona fide legal necessity of the family and the 
rest was not binding on the plaintiff. The 
Court ordered that the sale-deed be cancelled 
and the plaintiff be given possession of the 
property sold on payment of Rs. 852. The 
Court allowed nothing for improvement. 
The lower Appellate Court upheld this 
decree. The defendant then came in appeal 
to the High Court. 

Mr. Gulzari Lai , for the Appellant, sub- 
mitted that accepting the findings of the 
Courts below the sale transaction should not 
have been cancelled. A large portion of the 
consideration was for a valid family necessity 
and a very small portion was found not to be 
binding on the plaintiff. The Courts below 
should have upheld the sale and should 
have ordered the defendant to pay 
back to the plaintiff the portion of the sale 
consideration not binding on him. He 
referred to a case of the Madras High Court 
reported as Rukmani Sundarammal v. Mutham- 
mal (1) and to Thalagara Rammanne v. 
Kalagare Gangayya (2) and submitted that it 
was only just and equitable that the defendant 
should keep the property. 

He further submitted that the Courts below 
were wrong in not allowing compensation for 
improvements. He referred to section 51 of 
the Transfer of Property Act and Narayana 
Aiyar v. Sankaranarayana Aiyar ( 3). In any 
event the Courts below should not have 
allowed the plaintiff to take possession of the 
property without ordering a further payment 
of Rs. 600 on account of the improvement. 

Mr. Nehal Ghand , (for Mr. Panna Lai), 
for the Respondents, submitted that the 
Courts below were right in setting aside the 
sale. When a portion of the sale considera- 
tion was not binding on the plaintiff it would 
be unfair to deprive the plaintiff of the 
family property. The defendant had only a 
right to be re-imbursed to the extent of the 
sum of money advanced for legitimate family 
necessity and which was binding on the 
plaintiff. 

(U 26 Ind. Cas. 489; (1915) M. W. N. 8. 

(2) 26 Ind. Cas. 178; 27 M. L. J. 132. 

(3) 24 Ind. Cas. 940; I L. W. 369. 
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As regards compensation for improvements 
the defendant was not entitled to anything. 
He knowingly constructed a well at consider- 
able expense on land, in which he had no 
title. If such compensations were allowed 
one may easily be improved out of his pro- 
perty. 

He submitted that the principles of the 
following cases can be applied in the present 
case; viz., Vinayakrao v. V idyashankar (4), 
Tejpal v. Gang a (5). 

Mr. Gulzari Lai , not called to reply. 

.] U DGMENT. — This is a defendant’s appeal 
and the facts out of which it has arisen are 
as follows:— On the 24th of February 1911 
when the plaintiff was about 14 years of 
age, he and his brother Murli constituted a 
joint Hindu family and Musammat Radha 
their mother was also alive and a member 
thereof. The property which is now in suit 
together with other properties was mort- 
gaged usufructuary to certain mortgagees. 
These mortgages were old and of the time of 
their ancestor. On the aforementioned date 
Murli, the elder brother and the mother 
Musammat Radha, executed a sale-deed of the 
property now in dispute for the sum of 
Rs. 1,000. The money was required to the 
extent of Rs. 852-8 as found by the Court 
below for family necessity. It was partly 
utilised to pay olf old mortgages and release 
other properties and partly to pay off other 
debts and the expenses of the present plaint- 
iff’s marriage. According to the findings 
of the Courts below, the defendants have 
failed to prove that Rs. 147-8-0 out of the full 
Rs. 1,000 was for family necessity what- 
soever. The defendant vendee who is the 
appellant before me, then started to build a 
well on which he claims to have spent the 
sum of Rs. GOO. The present suit was 
instituted in the year 1915 by the plaintiff 
to set aside the sale and to recover possession 
of the property on the ground that his brother 
and his mother had no necessity whatsoever 
to sell the property that it was not for family 
necessity or benefit that it was sold, and that 
the sale should be set aside. The plaintiff is 
but a youth still being between the ages of 
18 and 19 and in his evidence he simply 
admitted that he and his brother Murli, one 
of the vendors were really fighting this case 

(4) 9 Bom. L. It. 404. 

(5) 25 A. 50; A. \Y, N. (1002) 102. 


and wanted to get back the property. The 
Court of First Instance gave a decree to the 
plaintiff for possession of the property con- 
ditional on his paying Rs. 852-8-0 only to the 
defendant vendee. The defendant appealed 
and his contention was that he had established 
that Rs. 147-8-0 was also taken for family 
necessity. He further contended that before 
he was ejected he should be re-imbursed the 
expenditure which he had incurred in build- 
ing the well. The Court below dismissed 
the appeal and upheld the decree of the 
Court of First Instance. The defendant comes 
here in second appeal and it is urged before 
me that as by for the greatest portion of 
consideration was found to be for family 
necessity, the Court in view of the circum- 
stances of the case, ought not to have 
decreed possession of the property to the 
plaintiff but ought to have maintained 
the sale conditional on the defendant paying 
to the plaintiff the sum of Rs. 147-8-0 or his 
share thereof. In any case it is urged that 
the plaintiff is entitled, under section 51 of 
the Transfer of Property Act to compensation 
for the well which he has built upon the 
property and which is an improvement. 
Reliance is placed upon a decision of the 
Madras High Court in the cases reported as 
llukmani Sundarammalv. Muthammad (l)and 
Narayana Aiyar v. Sankaranarayana Aiyar( 3). 
The only difficulty in the case seems to me 
to be to deoide what relief in the circum- 
stances should be given to the plaintiff. 
Whether he should be handed over the pro- 
perty and if so whether the defendant is 
entitled to compensation for the improve- 
ment he has made or whether the sale should 
be allowed to stand and if so on what com- 
pensation to the plaintiff. On a considera- 
tion of all the facts of the case it seems to me 
that to do real justice between the parties, 
the sale should be maintained in view of the 
fact that so mucin as Rs. 852-8-0 out of the 
Rs. 1,000 was for family necessity and to 
that extent the sale was binding upon the 
plaintiff. It is obvious from the plaintiff’s 
own statement that the suit is merely a suit 
brought by him and his brother to rob the 
defendant although they have had the benefit 
of the latters money, and I think that the 
justice of the case will be met by holding 
that the sale should stand and by decreeing 
to the plaintiff sum of Rs. 147-8-0. This 
will obviate the necessity of deoiding the 
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question as to whether the defendant is entitl- 
ed to compensation for the well that he 
has built. I, therefore, allow the appeal and 
modify the decree of the Court below. I 
direct the defendant to pay into Court the 
sum of Rs. 147-8-0 to the credit of the plaintiff 
within a period of two months from 
to-day’s date. If this be done then the plaint- 
iff’s claim for possession of the property and 
the avoidance of the sale-deed, shall be dis- 
allowed. If on the other hand the defendant 
does not pay this money into Court then the 
decree of the Court below for possession of 
the property shall stand conditional on the 
payment of Rs. 852-8-0 without any further 
compensation to the defendant on account of 
the well. If the plaintiff do fail to pay this 
sum of Rs. 852-8-0 within the period of two 
months after the expiry of the two months 
allowed to the defendant, then his suit shall 
stand dismissed with costs in all Courts. 
The parties will receive and pay costs in pro- 
portion to success and failure. 


CALCUTTA. HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 1342 
✓ of 1915. 

March 20, 1917, 

Present: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Smither. 

HAJRA SARDARA and others — 
Defendants Nos. 1 to 3 — Appellants 

versus 

KUNJA BEHARI NAG CHOUDHURY— 

Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Adverse possession against lessee when adverse against 
lessor — Trespasser in possession of demised land — Lcssor } 
right of — Ejectment. 

The possession of a trespasser of land let out on 
lease does not become adverse as against the lessor 
until the termination of the lease, [p. 273, col. 1.] 

The mere fact that a trespasser has been in actual 
possession of land let out on lease for twenty years is 
no reason why he should not be ejected from the land 
by the lessor, unless it is proved that the trespasser 
had taken a bona fide settlement from a third person 
whom he believed, in fact, to be the landlord and 
entitled to let out the land. [p. 2 <3, cols. 1 & 2.] 
Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, 24-Pergannahs, dated the 6th of 
January 1915, affirming that of the Munsif, 
Basirhat, dated the 30th of January 1913. 


FACTS of the case appear from the 
judgment. 

Dr. Dwarka Nath Mitter and Babu Satindra 
Nath Mukherjee , for the Appellants. — The 
plaintiff’s case is that he has purchased the 
lands and he wants to eject the defendants 
on the ground that they are trespassers or 
to get a fair and equitable rent assessed 
upon the lands. Both the Courts have 
assessed fair and equitable rent but have 
not allowed the plaintiff a decree for eject- 
ment. 

My contentions are as follows. 

These lands formed a part of danga patta 
lands and not ban jar patta lands, and what- 
ever these might be, the defendants are in 
possession for more than fifty years, and 
have been paying rent to other persons as 
landlords hence the plaintiff’s right is ex- 
tinguished by adverse possession. 

The adverse possession of the defendants 
against the lessees would be adverse against 
the lessors. The defendants have been in 
possession of these lands for a period of over 
20 years at least and that possession is adverse 
to the lessors just as it is adverse to the 
lessees. 

Refers to Prosunnomcyi Dasi v. Kali Das 
Boy (1), Gobinda Nath Shaha Chowdhry v. 
Surja Kanta Lahiri (2). 

[Fletcher, J. — In the case in Gobinda 
Nath Shaha Chovcdhry v. Surja Kanta Lahiri 
(2), there was surrender and that case can 
be distinguished from the present one. 

Sir Bash Behari Ghose (with him Babus 
Mahendra Nath Boy y Bipin Behari Ghose , 77, 
Biraj Mohan Mozumdar , Narendra Chandra 
Bose % Janendra Nath Sirkar and Satyendra Nath 
Mitter ), for the Respondent, referred to the 
cases reported as Davis v. Razee Abdool 
Mamed (3), Womesh Chunder Goopfo v. Baj 
Narain Boy (4), Kishwar Nath Sahi Dev v. 
Kali Sankar Sahai (5). 

[Fletcher, J, — What have you got to say 
regarding your cross objection?] 

On the findings arrived at by the lower 
Courts the plaintiff is entitled to get a 
decree for ejectment. Reads portion of the 

(1) 9 C. L. R. 347. 

(2) 26 C. 460; 13 lad. Dec. (n. s.) 897. 

(3) 8 W. R. 55. 

(4) 10 W. R. 15. 

(5) 10 C. W. N. 343. 
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judgment of the lower Appellate Court and 
refers to Beni Kumar's case. 

Dr. Dwarka Nath Mitter, in reply: I rely 
on the observation made in Ishan Chandra 
Mil Ur v. Raja Ramranjan Chakarbutty (G). 
The landlord cannot eject the defendants 
who have been in possession for the last 
20 or 25 years at, least. 

[Flktchek, J. — But you have been found 
to be a trespasser.] 

Still under the ruling in Ishan Chandra 
Mitter v. Raja Ramranjan Chakarbutty (6) 
I am not liable to be ejected. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J.— This is an appeal by the 
defendants Nos. 1 to 3 from a judgment 
of the Second District Judge of the 
24-Pergannahs, dated the 6th January 
1915, affirming the decision of the Munsif of 
Basirhat, The suit was brought by the 
plaintiff for a declaration of his ganii right 
to certain chur lands. In kismat patta , 
there were two portions — the bower patta and 
the danga patta. The danga patta belonged 
to a certain number of zemindars and bad 
been divided amongst them. The bower 
patta belonged to certain zemindars who are 
now represented by the defendants Nos. 5 
to 53. The first lease that was granted of 
tin's property appears to have been in the 
Bengali year 12G8. That lease of the 
bower patta was granted to one Arun Chunder 
Battacharjee. The lease in its terms ex- 
cluded 321 bighas of land. Arun in his term 
granted an under-lease to two persons named 
Jasimuddin and Gorai Mandal on the 20th 
I' 0.1 gun 1271 B. S. t corresponding to same 
date in March 18G5. On the 10th April 
1901, an intermediate lease was granted 
to one Dhara Nath Roy Choudhury. Then 
a rent suit was brought by Dhara Nath to 
recover rent from Jasimuddin and Gorai 
Mandal. That suit was decreed and in the 
sale in execution on the 29th July 1902 
Dhara Nath Roy purchased the interest of 
Jasimuddin and Gorai. Dhara Nath Roy 
surrendered his ijara right in favour of 
Arun’s son, the present defendant No. 4, on 
the 19th June 1903 and sold his darganti 
right 1 o one Pramoda Sundari. Then a suit 
for rent was brought against Pramoda 
Sundari in the year 1908 and a decree was 


passed and the defendant No. 4 purchased 
the tenure. On the 14th July 1909, the 
defendant No 4 sold his right purchased in 
execution, to the plaintiff. When the 
plaintiff went to take possession in October 
or November 1909, he was resisted and the 
result was that the present suit was started 
in the month of August 1911. 

The first point that was raised in this 
appeal was as to whether the plaintiff had 
established that the land sued for in this 
case was a portion of the land included in 
the lease to Arun. The question, it strikes 
me, is eminently a question of fact. But 
whether it is a question of fact or not, the 
decisions both of the primary Court and 
also of the lower Appellate Court show con- 
clusively that this land is, in fact, a portion 
of the land let out to Arun and that the 
321 bighas which might have been bower 
patta originally bad, on the date of the 
lease to Arun, became part of the danga 
patta. 

The next argument was on the question 
of limitation. The appellants before us, 
according to the findings of both the lower 
Courts, were for twenty years and upwards 
in possession of this land and the question 
that was raised in this appeal was whether 
the possession of the defendants was adverse 
as against the lessor during the subsistence 
of the under-lease. If it was not, it is 
quite clear, on the facts, that the present 
suit was brought within time. The decisions 
in this Court on the point are numerous. 
But the decisions in favour of the appellants 
when one roads the cases closely are few 
and they consist, as far as I can see, 
amongst others, of the decision in the case 
of Prosunnomoyi Dasi v. Kali Das Roy (1), 
a decision of Mr. Justice Princep and Mr. 
Justioo Field. That case has frequently 
not been followed in this Court. In my 
own experience while forming a number of 
a Bench of this Court certainly on one 
occasion that decision was not followed. The 
other case referred to is the case of Brnidabun 
Chunder Sircar Chowdhry v. Bhoopal Chunder 
Biswas (7). That decision also seems to 
support the argument of the appellants. 
Tho other cases that Dr. Dwarka Nath 
Mitter for tho appellants has oited iu 


(0) 2 C. L. J. 125 at p. 138. 


(7) 17 W. K. 377. 
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support of his argument do not, when 
closely read, support the proposition he put 
forward, because in every one of those cases 
the Court was deciding a case where the 
property had been let out to common tenants 
and the Court drew attention in the course 
of its judgment to the difference between 
a case where the property was let out to 
common tenants and a case where the pro- 
perty was let out in ijara. 1 do not think 
that those other cases cited by Dr. Dwarka 
Nath Mitter support the proposition that 
he wished to make. As against that, there 
is a large body of authority commencing with 
the case of Davis v. Razee Abdcol Hamid 
(3), which is followed by the decision 
in Wome&h Chunder Goopta v. Raj Narain 
Roy (4), down to the latest case cited to us, 
namely, the case of Kishwar Nath Sahi Dev v. 
Kali Sankar Sahai (5). All these cases 
decided clearly that where the property was 
let out in lease, the possession of a tres- 
passer did not become adverse as against 
the lessor until the termination of the 
lease. That, I think, is not only established 
by those cases but is also correct in principle. 
The difficulties of holding that the possession 
of a trespasser during the continuance of 
the lease could be adverse as against the 
lessor are serious, as has been pointed out 
in more than one judgment. I think that 
the learned District Judge in the Court of 
Appeal below was clearly right when he 
held that the plaintiff’s suit was not barred 
by adverse possession. I think, therefore, 
that the appeal fails and must be dismissed 
with costs. 

The other question is the question raised 
on the cross objection to the appeal, namely, 
that, on the findings in this case, the learned 
Judge ought not to have settled a fair and 
equitable rent as against the appellants but 
ought to have passed a decree for ejectment. 
The learned Judge has fouud that the appel- 
lants are trespassers. He has also found 
that the case that the defendants set up 
that they bona fide held the land under a 
person whom they believed to be the owner 
thereof, i3 not a true case. The only reason 
for which the learned Judge thought that 
the defendants ought not to be ejected was 
that they had been in actual possession of 
the land for some twenty years and that, 
therefore, it was not equitable that they 

JS 


should be ejected. But if a person has been 
in actual possession for twenty years and 
there are no special circumstances such as 
have been laid down in the cases as to a 
person taking a settlement bona fide from a 
person whom he believes to be entitled 
to the land, the mere fact that he has 
been there for twenty years is no 
reason why he should not be ejected. On 
the contrary it is more reasonable that he 
should be ejected because he has been in pos- 
session of another man’s property for a con- 
siderable number of years. The decree of 
the lower Appellate Court in this respect 
has been attempted to be supported by Dr. 
Dwarka Nath Mitter by two decisions of 
this Court. But neither of those case 3 
clearly applies to the facts of this case. The 
first case that has been relied upon is the 
case of Ishan Chandra Mitter v. Raja Ram 
Ranjan Chakarbutty (6) and the remarks 
that are relied on are to be found at page 
138. They run as follows: — “in a case like 
this where the tenant encroaches not in his 
character as tenant but asserts a hostile title 
against the entire interest of his landlord, 
the rule laid down by this Court in the 
case of Wall Ahmed v. Tota Meah (8) would 
be applicable, namely, that if a tenant en- 
croaches on the adjoining waste lands of the 
landlord, his possession of the lands encroa 3 h- 
ed upon can only commence to be adverse 
when a title adverse to the landlorchis assert- 
ed or the landlord becomes aware of the 
encroachment.” The present case is clearly 
distinguishable from that rule, because the 
encroachment in this case was not an en- 
croachment on the adjoining land of the 
landlord. These lands do not belong to the 
persons who are the landlords of the other 
lands said tc be held by the defendants. 
The only other class of cases is that class 
where a person has taken a bona fide settle- 
ment from another person whom he believed 
to be, in fact, the landlord and entitled 
to let cut the land. The learned Judge in 
the lower Appellate Court has found that 
the case that the defendants set up that 
they bona fide held the land under a person 
whom they believed to be the owner thereof 
was not a true case. The equity that they 
set up as to long possession which satisfied 


(8) 31 C. 397, 
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the learned District Judge is no ground, in 
my opinion, why they should be permitted 
to be in possession of the land which the 
learned Judge of the lower Appellate Court 
has found they are holding possession of 
as trespassers. I think we ought to allow 
the cross-objection of the plaintiff- respond- 
ent and in lieu of the decree made by the 
learned Judge settling a fair and equitable 
rent of the property, we ought to direct 
that the defendants appellants before us be 
ejected from the land in suit. The cross- 
objection is, therefore, allowed with costs. 

Smithek, J. — 1 agree. 

C ross objection allowed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 170 ok 1915. 
November 15, 1916. 

Prevent: — Mr. Justice Tudball and 
Mr. Justice Ralique. 

Balm RAM PRASAD — Defendant — 

Appellant 

versus 

The COLLECTOR of ALIGARH and 
another — Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

Land Anpiisition Ac/ (I of 180 0, **. 0, 25- failure 
to make claim for compensation , effect of — District 
Judge , power of —Compensation — Interest , whether 
should be awarded. 

Where an appellant omits to make a claim within 
the meaning of section 9 of the Land Acquisition 
Act, the District Judge is justified in refusing to 
award anything more than the amount awarded l>y 
the Collector under section 25 of the Act. I p. 275. 
col. 1. 1 

Interest should he allowed mi compensation award- 
ed under tin* Laud Acquisition Act, unless (here is 
special reason to the contrary. | p. 275, col. 2 I 

.First appeal from the decision of the 
District Judge, Aligarh, dated the 9th 
February 1915. 

Mr. S. K. Par, for the Appellant. 

Messrs. Eg res and Jang Bahadur La\ for 
the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — This appeal arises out 
of proceedings under the Land Acquisition 
Act. The present appellant was one of 
several claimants. Notice was duly issued 
to him under section 9 of the Act. The 
Collector made an award and lie asked 
for a reference to the District Court. 
The reference was made. The property 


which is in dispute before us consists of 
a plot of land on which there were 
certain buildings. Compensation was 
awarded by the Collector for the land at 
a certain rate per yard and for the 

building in a lump sura. The appellant 
claimed before the District Judge a much 
enhanced value both for the land and the 
buildings. In so far as the buildings are 
concerned, the District Judge held that as 
the appellant bad not put in a claim 
before the Collector in accordance with 
section 9 of the Act, he under section 25 of 
the said Act was not empowered to grant any 
sum greater than that allowed by the Collector. 
In regard to land the District Judge increased 
the rate to Rs. 1-8 0 per yard and enhanced 
the amount of compensation accordingly. 
No order was passed as to interest by 
the District Judge even on the excess 
amount awarded to him. The Collector had 
omitted to award the statutory allowance 
of 15 per cent, and this the District Judge 
lias granted. There were two sets of 
interests, namely, (1) those of the appellant 
and (2) those of Raja Datta Prasad of 
Mursan. The appellant held a perpetual 
lease of the land from the Raja at an 
annual rent of Rs. 24. Out of the total 
amount of compensation for the land the 
Collector bad awarded to the Raja a sum 
of Rs. 600. Both these parties were 
before the District Court and the District 
Judge on the Raja’s objection increased the 
sum from Rs. 600 to Rs. 800. The appellant 
comes here and raises four points. In 
regard to compensation for the b lilding 
be contends that the Court below should 
have gone into his claim and decided it 
and that the Court was not barred by 
the terms of section 25 of the Act from 
enhancing the amount awarded by tho 
Collector. The decision on this point 

depends on the construction of the 
petition tiled by the appellant in the 
Collector’s Court on the 4th of May 1914. 
Section 9 of the Act orders a notice to 
issue to all persons interested inviting 
them to come forward on the date fixed 
and to state, first, tho nature of their 
respective interests in the land and seconily , 
the amount and particulars of claim for 
compensation for such interests. In regard 
to the building the appellant in clause 
(1) of the petition of the 4th of May 
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1914 stated that this building was occupied 
by certain tenants on certain rent, but 
failed, however, to state the amount which 
he claimed as compensation for this build- 
ing. He placed no valuation upon the 
building. Section 25, clause (1), lays down 
certain limils outside which the District 
Court upon a reference cannot go in 
making ' an award. The amouut to be 
awarded by the District Court cannot 
exceed the amount claimed by the person 
interested in pursuance of the notice given 
to him under section 9. Similarly the 
amount to be awarded by the Court can 
not be less than that awarded by the 
Collector. Clause (2) of section 25 says 
that when the applicant has omitted to 
make such a claim, the amount awarded 
by the Court shall in no case exceed the 
amount awarded by the Collector. The 
appellant put forward no claim, in fact 
he did not fix the amount of his claim 
for the building, and if the District 
Court acting under section 25 had treated 
clause (4) of his petition of the 4th of May 
1914 as a claim within the meaning of 
section 9, then that claim was an unlimited 
one and the Court could have awarded 
him any sum it pleased. It is quite clear 
that the appellant omitted to make a claim 
within the meaning of section 9, and the 
Court below was justified in refusing to 
award anything more than the amount 
awarded by the Collector for the building. 
This portion of the appeal must, therefore, 
fail. 

The next point taken is that the Court below 
failed to decide the question of the area of the 
land. According to the appellant, the area 
of the land was 1 big ha 6 biswas, whereas 
according to the Collector it is 1 bigha 
and 1 biswa. The point was raised in the 
Court below and an issue was actually 
framed on it; but there is no decision on 
the issue at all. The appellant claims that 
the correct area should be found as he is 
entitled to compensation at the rate of 
Rs. 1-8-0 per square yard for the correct area. 
We think that this plea is sound and we 
must send back the record to the Court 
below with directions to come to a finding 
on the issue as to what the correct area 
of the land in dispute is. 

Tho next point related to the question of 


interest. On appellant’s behalf it is urged 
that possession was taken on the 15th of 
July and compensation was not deposited 
until the 29th of July, and that he is 
entitled to interest 'at six per cent, per 
annum on the sum allotted to him for that 
period. He also claims that the Court 
below should have granted him interest on 
the excess amount awarded by it over and 
above the amount awarded by the Collector 
at the same rate. The District Judge in 
its judgment makes no mention of the 
question of interest, and it seems that he 
did not exercise his discretion in the 
matter under the section. We think that 
ordinarily interest should be allowed unless 
there is special reason to the contrary. 
The appeal will, therefore, be allowed on 
the question of interest. 

There is a fourth matter which is one 
concerning the lessor and the lessee of the 
land. The appellant urges that the Court 
below had no right whatsoever to increase 
the sum of Rs. 600 awarded to the Raja 
by the Collector as the value of his interests 
without any reason. The Raja’s interests 
may easily be valued at twenty five years’ 
purchase of the annual rent which comes 
to him, that is Rs. 24. It is a fair 
valuation. The learned District Judge has 
given no reason for enhancing the sum 
of Rs. 600 to Rs. 800. No matter to what 
amount the total market-value of the 
property might increase, the lessor who 
has given a perpetual lease at a fixed 
sum retains the stationary right, the value 
of which never increases if it does not 
decrease. The chance of re-entry by the 
lessor and the chance of the lessee dying 
without heirs are such that they may be 
well disregarded. In our opinion the 
valuation of the Raja’s interests at 
Rs. 600 was a fair and proper one and should 
not have been increased. At the same 
time it must be remembered that the Col- 
lector omitted to award the statutory 
allowance of 15 per cent. The District 
Court has ordered that amount to be entered 
in the decree. The Raja is, therefore, 
entitled to Rs. 600 plus 15 per cent, 
thereon, that is, to a total sum of Rs. 690. 
On this point, therefore, the appeal must 
be allowed. Out of the total compensation 
awarded to the appellant for the land 
by tho Court below, tho Raja will get 
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Rs. 690 including 15 per cent, statutory 
allowance. 

On return of the (hiding of the Court 
below on the issue remitted, ten days 
will be allowed for objections. The case 
will then be put up when the subject of 
costs will be dealt with. 

The cross- objection tiled on behalf of the 
Collector raises simply a point which arises 
between the appellant and the Raja. It is 
a matter with which the Government has 
no concern. The cross-objection is, therefore, 
disallowed. 

Appeal accepted in part ; Case remanded. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 432 ok 1914. 

May 15, 1917. 

Present : — Sir Edward Chamier, Kr., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 
Mahant KRISHNA DAYAL GIR— 
Plaintike — Appellant 


versus 

Gosain LALDHAR1 GIR — Defendant — 

Respondent. 

Hindu Law— Wakf— Mulmnt, power of, scope of — 
Jlcmo cal of mahant, whether can he effected lliromjh 

surrender. 

The head of a religious or charitable instilutiom 
has no power to bargain away his office or alter the 
constitution of the institution of which ho is in 
charge, [p. 280, col. ].] 

Where the right to remove a mahant had never 
rested with the plaintiff in the past: 

Held , that he could not acquire that right or take 
it out of the hands of the Court or other lawful 
authority by inducing the mahant for the time being 
to agree to surrender that right to him. [p. 280, col. 2.J 

Appeal from a decision of the second 
Subordinate Judge, Gaya. 

Messrs. H. L. Nt.yutkedyar, Atul Chandra 
Dutta , Kailashpati , S. X. Palit and Uobardhan 
Misra , for the Appellant. 

Messrs. S. Sinha Chandra Sekhar Hauer 
and L. N. Sinha , for the Respondent. 


JUDGMENT. 

Chamier, C. J.— The appellant in this 
case Krishna Dayal Gir of Bodh Gaya is 
the mahant of a math or monastery of the 
Hindu sect of Girs, one of (he well-known 
seven Saivite orders. The math is close to 
the celebrated Buddhist temple at Bodh 


Gaya, of which by a strange anomaly the 
appellant is superintendent. The respondent 
is mahant of a math of the same sect at 
Bakrour, a village which is a mile or two 
away on the other side of the river Phalgu. 

The appellant alleges that the Bakrour 
math is a madhi of, that is subordinate to, the 
math at Bodh Gaya, that the mahant 
of Bodh Gaya is the ** malik " of all the 
property of the Bakrour math and that he 
is entitled to appoint and, for good cause 
shown, dismiss the mahant of Bakrour, that 
as the respondent has taken to immoral 
ways and is ruining the property of the 
Bakrour math , he dismissed him in May 1912 
but the respondent refused to give up 
possession. On these allegations the appel- 
lant claims the removal of the respondent 
and possession of the Bakrour math and its 
property. The respondent denies all the 
material allegations of the appellant, lie 
admits only that the mahant of Bodh Gaya 
takes a leading part in the election of the 
mahant of Bakrour. 

The Subordinate Judge dismissed the suit. 
He found that it was not proved that the math 
at Bakrour was in any way subordinate to 
the math at Bodh Gaya or that the respondent 
had taken to immoral ways or had wasted 
the property of his math. He found that 
two iyrarnamas of 1S97 and 1900 on which 
the appellant relied had been obtained by 
undue influence and that a compromise be- 
tween the parties in 1906 and a decree 
founded thereon were not binding on the 
respondent. 

The respondent has produced a large 
number of documents beginning from the 
time of Bhabhut Gir, the first known mahant 
of Bakrour (Exhibits O to O 16. S, I, J, 
K, N, M, L, G, F, P, R, CJ, B and W, I give 

them in chronological order), which show 
that the institution at Bakrour has always 
been known as a math or asthan not as a 
madhi , and has always managed its own 
affairs independently, that the head of the 
institution has always been called a mahant 
and has dealt with t lie property of the 
math uncontrolled by outsiders. One of 
these documents (Exhibit S) refers to the 
election of mahant Phul Gir, the fourth in 
descent from Blmhhut Gir, by the mahant 
of Bodh Gaya and other mahant s , and it is 
common ground that on the death of a 
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mahant of Bakrour his successor must be 
chosen from the chelas or disciples of the 
deceased. 

Tilakdhari Gir, the last mahant but one 
of the Bakrour math, died in 1897 and was 
succeeded by his disciple Kali Charan Gir 
who was then about twenty year3 of age. This 
young man in November 1897 executed an 
iqrarnama in favour of the appellant, in 
which he admitted that the Bakrour math 
was subordinate to the math at Bodh Gaya 
and that on the death of a mahant of 
Bakrour it was the custom for his dis- 
ciples to ask the mahant of Bodh Gaya 
to appoint a successor, accordingly on the 
death of Tilakdhari Gir that procedure 
was observed and the appellant decided to 
appoint him, Kali Charan, on condition that 
he executed an iqrarnama in favour of the 
appellant regarding the management of the 
institution as had always h:en dons. The 
executant then goes on to undertake that 
he will manage the property of the math 
in consultation with the appellant and will not 
waste or damage the same and he agrees 
that if he wastes the property, his acts 
shall be void and the appellant may 
take proceedings against him. It is also 
provided that if the executant initiates any 
disciple who is not qualitied according to 
the custom of the Bodh Gaya math , the appel- 
lant may dismiss that disciple. In conclu- 
sion it is stated that with the approval 
of the appellant the executant has 
borrowed Rs. 4,000 from Gosain Ram Gir. 
This man was a fellow-disciple with the 
appellant of Hem Narain Gir, a former 
mahant of Bodh Gaya, and it is significant 
that on December 29th, 1898, Kali Charan 
Gir gave him a power-of*attorney in 

which he again admitted that the Bak- 
rour math was subordinate to the Bodh 
Gaya math , and, after stating that on the 
advice of the appellant he had decided to 
give a power-of-attorney to Ram Gir, 
went on to give him extraordinarily wide 
powers with reference to the math and 
its property, undertaking that he would 
not remove him or interfere with him in 
any way and depriving himself Kali 
Charan of all power to interfere with the 
property of the math. Those documents 
speak for themselves. The Subordinate 
Judge found that the iqrarnirtia was 


obtained by undue influence, as indeed it 
probably was. On the one side was an 
inexperienced youth ready on any terms no 
doubt to accept the coveted position of 
mahant , and on the other was the most 
influential mahant in the province anxious 
as it would appear to extend his sway 
over the Bakrour math t and able 
probably by his position to carry the day 
against any obnoxious aspirant to the 
gaddi. I do not stop to consider further 
the question whether it is proved that 
this iqrarnama was procured by undue 
influence, for it is obviously not binding 
on any successor in the office of mahant . 
If, as I am satisfied, the math at Bakrour had 
never been in any way subordinate to the 
math at Bodh Gaya, the execution of the 
iqrarnama was a most improper proceed- 
ing. It was obviously intended to transfer 
all authority in the Bakrour math to the 
appellant. 

Kali Charan Gir died in July 1900 

and was succeeded by the respondent. On 
this occasion the respondent exeouted 
in favour of the appellant an iqrar - 
namah which went even further than that 
exeouted by Kali Charan Gir. It tied 
down the respondent much more firmly 
to the B id h Gaya math besides re- 

peating all the damaging admissions 
contained in the earlier documeut. Amongst 
other things it provided that the respond- 
ent should have no power to sell or mort- 
gage any of the property of the math or 
give any zari-peshgi lease or give any 
other kind of lease for a term exceeding 
seven years. The execution of this 
iqrarnama was even more improper than 
the execution of the document of 1897. It 
appears from the evidence of tte respond- 
ent that he executed the iqrarnama in 
circumstances similar to those in which 
the earlier iqrarnama was executed. He 
must have known that he had little or no 
chance of being appointed mahant if he 
did not execute the iqrarnama. I believe 
his statement that the appellant said to 
him that if he did not execute the iqrar - 
mma, another disciple of Kili Charan 
would be appointed. Kali Charan had left 
heavy debts behind him and the respond- 
ent was in a diflfimlt position. He 
e/ei h* l te bjrro.y R i. 5)3 fron the 
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appellant for his needs. The appellant his petition. This petition appears to 


lias not come forward to explain the cir- 
cumstances in which the iqrarnama was 
executed or to contradict the allocations 
of the respondent. In my opinion the 
execution of the iqrarnama was obtained 
by the appellant by the exercise of most 
improper influence which the respondent 
could not resist, and I agree with the 
Subordinate Judge that it is not binding 
on him. 

More extraordinary proceedings were to 
follow. In 1905 the appellant brought a 
suit against the respondent making allega- 
tions against him not unlike those con- 
tained in the plaint in the present suit. Some 
evidence was taken and then there was a 
compromise on which a decree was passed. 
Two petitions were filed, one by theappel- 
lant, the other by the respondent. The 
former is a short document in which the 
appellant said that as the respondent had 
apologised and admitted his fault and with- 
drawn his denial of the two iqrarnamas and 
had agreed to pay the appellant Rs. 1,550 
and interest, he, the appellant, had forgiven 
him and decided to retain him in the 
office of madhidar .’ The petition put in by 
the respondent is much longer. It begins 
with a statement that the respondent had 
for the purpose of preparing his defence made 
enquiries as to the powers which the 
Bodh Gaya math had over the Bakrour 
math and had put in his defence on the 
strength of statements which had been 
made to him. In paragraph 3 it is stated 
that on an inspection of the documents 
filed by the appellant he, the respondent, 
had come to know that he had been misled by 
his informants, and that in fact the mahant. 
of the Bodh Gaya math had always had 
power to appoint control and remove the 
madhidar of Bakrour, and the respondent was 
satisfied that he could not meet that evidence 
and could not succeed in the case and 
would be put to unnecessary and useless 
expense in defending it, therefore, he had 
asked pardon of the appellant who had 
been pleased to say that if the respondent 
withdrew his defence he would be pardoned. 
The respondent went on to say that if ho 
did anything contrary to the iqrarnama 
the appellant might dismiss him and remove 
him from the math , and lie prayed that 

the suit might be disposed of according to 


contain several misstatements of fact. The 
appellant does not appear to have produced 
any documents in that case showing that 
the Bakrour math was subordinate to the 
Bodh Gaya math. In the present case he 
has certainly produced none. His Counsel 
suggested that he had not produced them 
in the present case because he thought it 
safe to rely upon the iqrarnamas. But 
Counsel for the respondent pointed out 
that the order sheet in the previous case 
did not disclose the existence of any such 
documents, and he offered to submit to an 
adjournment of the hearing of this appeal for 
two or three months to enable the appellant 
to produce such documents or to show that he 
had produced such documents in the former 
case. The offer was not accepted. There 
can be no doubt that the appellant has not 
and never had any such documents. The 
respondent has described the circumstances 
in which the compromise was effected. He 
says that he had been implicated in more 
than one criminal case which he attributed 
to the appellant, that while the civil suit 
was going on the appellant sent for him 
and threatened to have him sent to jail and 
harassed in other ways if he did not com- 
promise the case. Two of the appellant’s 
men Ram Chariter and Jaipal Gir got the 
compromise drafted. Respondent signed it 
but was not allowed to read it over or show 
it to any one. The respondent alleges that 
neither Ram Chariter nor Jaipal Gir was 
there when the appellant told him to com- 
promise the case. The appellant has not 
come forward to give his version of the 
affair. No one can explain how the false 
allegations in the compromise about the docu- 
mentary evidence came to be inserted. The 
respondent’s petition of compromise is not 
signed by Fazilat Hossain who was his Pleader 
in the case, but by a junior Vakil named 
Abdul Shakur. Fazilat Hossain says that 
he was not. even consulted about the com- 
promise. The appellant’s petition of com- 
promise is signed by his agent Jaipal Gir. 
'This man is admittedly alive but has not 
been called as a witness. He held a decree 
against Kali Clmran Gir in execution of 
which he tried to sell the property of the 
math in the hands of the respondent in 1909, 
a curious proceeding on the part of a man 
who lmd on behalf of the appellant alleged 
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that the property of the math was being wast- 
ed by the respondent. The respondent 
was committed to the Court of Session on 
a criminal charge brought by Baldeo kahar 
but he had been honourably acquitted more 
than a year before the compromise. He speaks 
of another criminal case instituted by a 
kaharin but there is no proof that any such 
cause was ever instituted. It is not proved 
that there was any connection between the 
criminal cases and the making of the com- 
promise, but it may well be that the 
respondent believed that Baldeo’s charge 
had been, as he pleaded in that case, 
instigated by the appellant and he had 
no doubt a wholesome fear of the 
appellant’s power for good or evil. Amongst 
other defences the respondent had pleaded 
that even if his iqrarnama was binding on 
him it did not give the appellant power 
to dismiss, him on the case put forward 
by the appellant. It seems to me that 
on that plea alone the appellant’s case 
was bound to fail and he must have known 
it. The iqrarnama gave power to dismiss 
only in the event of unsuitable chelas 
being initiated. It is noticeable that a 
clause in the compromise is intended to 
remove all possible doubt on that point. 
All the circumstances suggest that the 
respondent was unable in any way to 
resist the appellant. I am of opinion that 
the compromise was the result of pressure 
improperly exerted by the appellant. The 
respondent’s petition of compromise is 
obviously not* the petition of a free agent. 
It was designed to make the appellant’s 
hold over the respondent still stronger than 
it already was. 

The appellant contends that any defences 
that there may be in the compromise are 
cured by the decree which was passed on 
it and that the respondent is estopped 
from denying the appellant’s power to dismiss 
him. We have been referred by Counsel 
for the appellant to a number of cases in 
which the question for decision was how 
far a decree obtained against a mahant 
or shebait is binding on the institution and 
on his successor-in- office, and to cases in 
which it has been held that a decree on a 
compromise is as binding as a decree passed 
after a contest. Such cases appear to have 
no bearing on the present case. Here we 


have a compromise whereby the head of 
a religious institution gives away or sells 
its rights and renders himself and the 
institution subordinate to the mahant of 
another institution who had no business to 
interfere with him. The respondent had 
no authority whatsoever to enter into the 
agreement embodied in the iqrarnama and 
compromise. The decree passed on it by 
the improper consent of the parties does 
not make the agreement lawful. The com- 
promise ought never to have been sanctioned 
by the Court. 

In Raja V'.irmah Valia v. Ravi Vuramah 
Kunlii Ratty (!) it was held by the Privy 
Council that in the absence of a proved 
custom the assignment by the urallers 
(managers) of a pagoda of the right of 
management thereof was beyond their legal 
competence under the Common Law of India, 
and in Guana sambanda Pandara Sannadhi v. 
Vela Pcndaram (2) it was held by the same 
Tribunal that a sale by hereditary trustees 
of a religious endowment of their hereditary 
right of management and a transfer of the 
endowed property were null and void. In 
Gajapati v. Bhagavan Jhss (3) the defendant 
on his appointment by the plaintiff as mahant 
of a math had executed a document whereby 
he undertook to render accounts to the 
plaintiff. The Court said: — 

(< We think the defendant’s undertaking. ..to 
furnish accounts cannot operate to alter his 
status so as to render himself liable to 
dismissal for not furnishing accounts. If 
he was not by the terms on which he held 
his office liable to render accounts, he could 
not, by any voluntary promise on his part, 
impose on himself an obligation which had 
no legal existence. The obligation to render 
accounts does not appear to form part of the 
usage of the institution, nor does it appear 
that the provision. ..for rendering accounts 
was ever acted upon until the demand before 
suit. No instance of a zemindar having ever 
dismissed the head of this math , or having 

i 

(1) 1 M. 235; 1 Tnd. Jur. 134; 4 1. A. 76; 3 Sar. 
P. C. J. 687; 3 Sixth. P. C. J. 382; 1 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 
156 (P. C.). 

(2) 23 M. 271; 2 Bom. L. R. 597; 4 C. W. N. 329; 
27 I. A. 69; 10 M. L. J. 29; 7 Sar. P. C. J. 671; 8 
Ind. Dec. (n. s ) 591 (P. C.). 

t3) 15 M. 44; 5 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 3^Q. 
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appointed a chela other than the one nominat- 
ed by the head of the math , is proved. It is 
urged that it was open to the zemindar to 
appoint any chela at his discretion. In this 
case it is not necessary to determine the 
precise nature of the zemindar's right of 
appointment. It is sulficient to observe that 
lie did appoint the defendant and his right of 
appointment is a qualified right and does not 
necessarily involve the power of dismissal. 
It was for the plaintiff to prove his right to 
dismiss the defendant and we agree with the 
District Judge that he has failed to do so.” 

In Pray ad Das v. Mohunth Kriparam (4) 
it was held that the head of a math could 
not transfer the right of management to 
another person or even transfer his rights 
to the mahant of a superior math. 

These cases illustrate the rule that the 
I ead of a religious or charitable institution 
has no power to bargain away his office 
or alter the constitution of the institution 
of which he is in charge. In Lakshmanaswami 
Nailu v. Pangamma (5) the Court declined 
to give effect to a decree passed on a 
compromise whereby the judgment-debtor 
had agreed that his office in a certain 
temple might be sold in satisfaction of 
the decree. That was a very strong case 
for the Court was actually executing the 
decree. 

The last case to which I shall refer 
is that of Great North - West Central Railway 
Company v. Charlebois (6). A company had 
entered into a contract which was ultra 
t ires, and a consent judgment had been 
obtained on the contract in an action in 
which the question of ultra vires was not 
raised or discussed. Their Lordships of 
the Privy Council said: — 

It is quite clear that a company cannot 
do what is beyond its legal powers by 
simply going into Court and consenting 
to a decree which orders that the thing 
shall be done. If the legality of the Act 
is one of the points substantially in dispute, 
that may be fair subject of compromise 
in Court like any other disputed matter. 
But in this case both tlm parties, plaintiff 
or defendant in the original action and 
in the cross-action, were equally insisting 


(4) 8 C,. L. J. 499. 

(5) 26 M. 81. 

(0) (1899) A. C. 114; 08 L. .!. 


1’. 0. 25 ; 79 L. T. 35 


on the contract Such a judg- 

ment cannot be of more validity than the 
invalid contract on which it is founded.” 

The right to remove the mahant of the 
Bakrour math has never rested with the 
appellant in the past and he cannot acquire 
that right or take it out of the hands 
of the Court or other lawful authority by 
inducing the mahant for the time being to 
agree to surrender that right to him. The 
Court is, in my opinion, bound to uphold 
the rights of the head of the math. 

Lastly I am of opinion that the appel- 
lant has failed to prove by any satisfactory 
evidence that the respondent is living an 
immoral life or has wasted the property 
of the math. On this, having examined 
the evidence, I have nothing to add to 
what the Subordinate Judge has said. 

The length to which the appellant is 
prepared to go is shown by the contention 
advanced on his behalf that the appellant 
is entitled to a decree merely because leases 
have been granted for more than seven years 
in contravention of the compromise. 

1 would dismiss this appeal with costs. 

A ppeal dismissed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 2024- cf 1913. 
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Present: — Mr. Justice Chevis and 
Mr Justice Leslie Jones. 
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principal ami agent — l\aeer-of.attorney , construction 
of — " l 'i rst prod net ion.' effect of — Attorney, whether 
bon ml to produce document every time pon ce delegated 
is sought to be exercised — Revocation. 

One hold a contract from the defendants for 
certain work to he done for them. After feme 
negotiat ions with the plaintiffs he wrote to the d fend* 
ants’ agent on the 15th October 1910, stating that 
he was giving a power-of-attorney to plnintil.s to 
sign for all payments on his behalf and saying that 
such power-of-attorney was to hold good till the 
work was finished. Thereupon the defendants’ agent 
informed the plaintiffs that all payments due to (7. 
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will be made to them on production of G.’s power-of- 
attorney in their favour. G. executed the power-of- 
attorney on the 18th of October, authorising the 
plaintiffs to recover all sums duo to him from the 
defendant on the contract. 

Plaintiffs, having made certain advances to G., 
claimed payment from the defendants under the 
terms of the power-of-aitorney, but were met by the 
plea that nothing was due to G. at the time when 
the power-of-attorney was produced: 

Held, (’) that the power-of-attorney was in fact 
an assignment in the plaintiffs’ favour and the 
defendants’ agent should have ceased to make pay- 
ments to G. after it was first produced; [p. 2 Q 2, col. 
2 -] 

(2) that according to the terms of the agreement, 
the power-of-attorney could not be cancelled till 
the work was finished and the accounts finally settled 
and that, therefore, a letter from G. dated the 1st 
January 1911 to the defendants’ agent cancelling the 
power-of-attorney did not exempt the defendants 
from the liability created under the agreement; [p. 
283, col. 1.] 

(3) that the defendants were consequently liable 
for all payments made to G. after the date of the 
first production of the power-of-attorney. [p. 282, col. 

First appeal from the decree of the Dis- 
trict Judge, Simla, dated the 28th July 1913, 
dismissing the claim. 

Bakhshi TpIc Chand , for the Appellant. 

The Government- Advocate, for the Re- 
spondents. 

JUDGMENT. — In the autumn of 1910 
Mr. G. H. Geyer, trading as Messrs. Geyer 
and Co., held a contract from Government for 
work on the Simla Hydro-electric Construc- 
tion Scheme. The work was to be done at 
Basantpur, some miles from Simla. Mr. 
Geyer had but little financial backing, and ap- 
proached plaintiffs’ firm for assistance. The 
result was that on 15th October 1910 Geyer 
wrote to Mr. Aikman, Superintending 
Engineer, the letter Exhibit Dl printed on 
page 20 of the paper book, stating that to 
facilitate handling of cash at the site he was 
giving a power-of-attorney to plaintiffs to 
sign for all payments on his behalf, and say- 
ing that such power-of-attorney was to 
hold good till the work on the scheme was 
finished and accounts between himself and 
Government finally settled, and adding that 
plaintiffs would be glad to hear from Mr. 
Aikman that he agreed that all payments 
should be made to them as attorneys of 
Geyer and Co. The letter ends by saying that 
the writer wa3 anxious to settle the matter 
the same day as plaintiffs were to start shops 
to supply his coolies with food. Mr. Aikman 
wrote to plaintiffs the same day, saying: ‘ on 


production of Messrs. Geyer and Co.’s power- 
of-attorney in your favour all payments due 
to them will be made to your firm on their 
behalf” (see Exhibit-D2, page 20). 

On 18th October 1910 Geyer and Co. 
entered into an agreement with plaintiffs 
(Exhibit 1 -111, pages 3 and 4) agreeing 
to give them a power-of-attorney authoriz- 
ing them to draw from the Executive 
Engineer, Simla, all sums due; plaintiffs 
were to open shops and supply the coolies 
with food at certain rates; plaintiffs were to 
get no payments till 15th December 1910 and 
after that were to be paid fortnightly “as 
the Executive Engineer has agreed to 
measure and pay fortnightly.” Interest was 
to be charged at 9 per cent, per annum. 


The same day he executed a power-of- 
attorney (see Exhibit P-4, page 5) in plaint- 
iffs’ favour, authorizing them to reoover 
all sums due to him from Government on the 
contract. The power-of-attorney winds up 
by saying that it can be cancelled only after 
all payments for work have been finally 
settled. 

Plaintiffs say they advanced to Geyer 
and Co. in cash and provisions Rs. 12.800, 
out of which they have recovered Rs. 3,000! 
Plaintiffs sue Government for the balance 
Rs. 9,800 plus Rs. 1,319-7-0 interest with 

costs and future interest. 

Defendant’s main plea is that the power- 

of-attorney was never produced till 2nd May 

1911, when nothing was due to Geyer and 

Co. Plaintiffs allege that the power-of- 

attorney was produced in the end of October 

1910 and again in December 1910. 

The issues framed were* — 

(1) Did plaintiffs show the power-of- 

attorney to Captain Battye, Executive 

Engineer, at the end of October 1910 or at 

the beginning of December or not till 2nd 
May 1911? 


w nat was owing to the firm of Geyer 
and Co. on the date when plaintiffs first 
showed their power-of-attorney to the Sec- 
retary of State’s agent? 

(3) Do P-1 and P-2 make defendant liable 

for all the money owing at any time from 
Geyer and Co. to plaintiff, or only to such 

amount as defendant owed Geyer and Co. on 

the date on which the power-of-attorney 

was first shown to Captain Battye and sub- 
sequently. 
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(4) In view of plaintiffs’ laches in suing 
defendant No. 3 (Mr. Geyer, now dead) and 
now giving up the claim against him, does the 

suit not lie? 

(5) Is P4 improperly stamped, and if so 

what stamp should it bear? 

The learned District Judge holds that Mr. 
Aikman’s letter only pledged Government 
to pay such sums as might at any time be due 
to Geyer and Co., when the power-of-attorney 
was produced. He holds that it was pro- 
duced on 19th December 1910, but that 
nothing was then due to Geyer and Co., that 
as plaintiffs were only attorneys and not 
assignees, payment to the principal is equiva- 
lent to payment to the attorney and absolves 
defendant from liability to the plaintiffs. 
So the District Judge dismissed the suit, 
allowing defendants half costs. 

A claim for interest on a sum of Rs. 3,000 
forms a portion of plaintiffs’ claim. This 
will be discussed later on in this judgment. 

The first question to consider is, what 
constitutes “production” of the power-of- 
attorney. The District Judge says such a 
power may be used in one of two ways*, either 
the original or a certified copy may be hand- 
ed over to the person who is to act upon it 
for him to keep in his own possession, or the 
attorney may keep the power and produce 
it from time to time as occasion demands. 
The power-of-attorney was never made over 
to defendant’s agents for them to keep. Nor 
was it produced on frequent occasions. We 
fail, however, to see when once the power-of- 
attorney had been produced, the defendant’s 
agents should not have acted on it from that 
time. The District Judge holds that a pro- 
duction at any given time could only bind 
defendants as regards sums duo to Geyer and 
Co. at the time of that production, leaving 
them free to pay to Geyer and Co. any sums 
which might become due on any later date. 
We cannot agree with this. Messrs. Geyer 
and Co.’s letter Exhibit D-l clearly shows 
that the power-of-attorney spoken of was 
one to hold good till the work on the 
scheme was completed and payments were 
finally settled. The power-of-attorney itself 
shows the same. So it should have been 
clear to the defendant’s agents that plaint- 
iffs were financing Geyer and Co. on the 
security of all sums due to the latter from 
Government and that the power-of-attorney 


was in fact an assignment in plaintiffs’ 
favour. Mr. Aikman’s reply to Exhibit D-l 
led plaintiffs to suppose that Govern- 
ment agreed to such an assignment, and so 
plaintiffs secured the power-of attorney and 
commenced to finance Geyer and Co., believ- 
ing that on production of the power-of- 
attorney defendant’s agent would for the 
future make all payments to them and not 
to Geyer and Co. It would obviously be 
unfair to plaintiffs to say on one day when 
the power was produced, Nothing is due 
at this time to Geyer and Co.” and to say 
at a later production, “Nothing is due 
to-day to Geyer and Co., because we paid 
him up-to-date yesterday.” We hold that 
the defendant’s agents should have ceased 
to make payments to Geyer and Co. after 
the power-of-attorney was first produced. 

The next question is, when was the power- 
of-attorney first produced. Plaintiffs say 
it was produced in the end of October 1910. 
On this point we have the oral evidence of 
Badri Das plaintiff (page 31), and of 
Recbpal Singh (page 32), who say it was 
shown to Captain Battye, Executive 
Engineer, in his house at Basari. The 
former says we said we had come to show 
him the mukhtarnama ; he said, very good, 
keep the mukhtarnama yourselves.* The 
latter says: “The mukhtarnama was given 
into the Sahib’s hand. The Sahib read it. 
The Sahib said, when the time for pay- 
ment comes I will remember and yon shall 
be paid.” This oral evidence is not at all 
convincing in our opinion. Badri Das speaks 
of the power being again shown early in 
December, but here again there is only his 
oral evidence. Captain Battye says he first 
heard of the existence of the power-of- 
attorney at the end of October 1910, but 
never saw the contents of the document till 
2nd May 1911. He says that on December 
19th Patina Mai saw him in his office and 
showed him some papers saying he had a 
power-of-attorney, on which Captain Battye 
told him if he wished to be paid he should 
take the power-of attorney to the office and 
get it examined. Captain Battye say9 he 
then thought the power was in vernacular, 
which he cannot read. Without impugning 
Captain Battye’s veracity, the question still 
remains how far his memory may be trusted 
as to minute details, In his letter of the 
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30th December 1910 to Geyer and Co. 
(pages 15 and 16) Captain Battye says 
on December 19th Panna Mai returned and 
produced the power-of*attorney.” 

This was a letter written only eleven days 
after the 19th December, and we think we 
must accept it as written at a time when 
Captain Battye’s memory was fresh. It 
seems clear to us that the document was pro- 
duced on 19th December 1910, and that if 
Captain Battye did not then take the trouble 
to read it, it was not plaintiffs’ fault. We 
consider that after this production defend* 
ant’s agents should have stopped making 
payments to Geyer and Co. Yet payments 
were made on 20th December, 16th January, 
30th and 31st January 1911. Captain Battye 
was no doubt in a difficult position. He had 
to get the work finished somehow or an- 
other before the beginning of the next Simla 
season. Geyer was in financial difficulties. 
Captain Battye says he explained to Panna 
Mai on 19th December that if he (Panna 
Mai) seized the money due to Geyer and 
Co., he would cut his own throat, and ad- 
vised him to help the contractor through a 
difficult time. So to prevent the breakdown 
of the contract Captain Battye continued to 
make payments to Geyer and Co., but he did 
so at his own risk, for he knew or should 
have known that if plaintiffs would not 
recover from Geyer and Co., they would 
claim from Government repayments of sums 
paid to Geyer and Co., in defiance of Mr. 
Aikman’s undertaking after the production 
of the power of-attorney. Captain Battye’s 
letter to Geyer and Co., dated 17th January 
1911 (page 17), shows that he knew that 
Geyer and Co. owed plaintiffs Rs. 11,000. 
Yet we find him making payments to Geyer 
and Co. on 30th and 31st January. As to 
the letter from Geyer and Co. to Captain 
Battye, dated 5th. January 1911 (page 21), 
cancelling the power of-attorney, the terms 
of the Lpower show that it could not be 
cancelled till the work was finished and 
accounts finally settled, so Captain Battye 
could not act on this. And it does not appear 
that Captain Battye did act on it, for in 
subsequent letters to plaintiffs we find 
Captain Battye making no mention of any 
such cancellution, but telling them that they 
have been misinformed as to Geyer and Co.’s 
contract with Government having been can- 
celled. 


Then it is argued on behalf of defend- 
ant that plaintiffs broke their agreement 
with Geyer and Co. We can find no proof 
that they broke down in their undertaking 
to supply food for the coolies. What 
apparently plaintiffs did was to refuse to 
supply Geyer and Co. with cash to an un- 
limited extent, and in this we think they 
acted with common sense. They had never 
agreed to finance Geyer and Co. to an un- 
limited extent. 

1 hen it is argued that the payments 
made to Geyer and Co. on the 20th Decem- 
ber 1910 and 31st January 1911 were not 
sums due, but advances. From a depart- 
mental view these payments may be called 
advances, as the strict rule is to pay when 
the bills have been passed but there is 
nothing to show that work to the extent to 
which payments were made had not been 
done, so these payments we regard as pay- 
ments made for work done but paid in ad- 
vance of settlement of work bills. 

The whole trouble is due to Messrs. Geyer 
and Co.’s peculiar methods of doing busi- 
ness. But we cannot see that this relieves 
Government of the necessity of reimbursing 
the plaintiffs who clearly were led into 
financing Geyer and Co., on the undertak- 
ing given in Mr. Aikman’s letter. 

We hold then that defendant is liable to 
pay plaintiff whatever sums plaintiffs advanc- 
ed to Gejer and Co. up to an extent not 
exceeding payments made after 9th Decem- 
ber 1910 by defendants to Geyer and Co. 
We already know the latter payments. 

They were (see page 34) 





Rs. 

a. 

p. 

Paid 

on 20th December 




1910 

• • • 

4,000 

0 

0 

Paid 

on 16th January 

1911 

5,055 

15 

6 

Paid 

on 30th January 

1911 

2,229 

3 

11 

Paid 

on 31st January 

1911 

4,000 

0 

0 


Grand Total 

• • • 

15,286 

3 

5 


These payments are more than sufficient 
to cover the whole of plaintiffs’ claim. 

But paragraph 9 of the plaint, in which 
plaintiffs say Rs. 9,800 principal is still due 
to them, was traversed by defendant, and yet 
no issue on the point was framed, and so 
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plaintiff has still to prove that Rs. 9,800 is 
due to him. There must bs a remand on the 
issue, what principal sum is due to the 
plaintiffs. 

As to interest the agreement bat ween 
plaintiffs and Geyer and Co. provides that 
plaintiffs are not to be paid till 15th December 

1910, and that any sums then due are 
to carry interest at 9 per cent. We think, 
therefore, that plai > tiffs should get interest 
on each sum advanced at the rate of 9 per 
cent, per annum from d ite of actual advance 
or from 15th December 1910, whichever 
date is later, till date of institution of suit, 
and thereafter at 6 per cent, per annum till 
date of payment. 

As to the claim for interest on the 
Rs. 3,0C0, this sum of Rs. 3,000 was ad- 
vanced by plaintiffs to Gayer and Co. on 
Captain Rattye’s guarantee that it would he 
refunded next mont' 1 , ‘ if necessary by deduc- 
tions from their bills,” see letter of Captain 

Bittye dated 29th October 19.0 (page b). 
Vet the money was not paid till 2nd May 

1911. This should have been deducted from 
the December pay bills, which were ap- 
parently payable on or before loth December 
1910 (see chuso 5 of the agreement, foot of 
page 3), though apparently the bills were 
actually pail on 10Ji and 12th December 
1910 (see foot of page 33). We think plaint- 
iffs are entitled to interest from 15th Decem- 
ber 1910 to 2nd May 1911 at 9 per cent, 
per annum on the sum of Rs. 3,000. 

We now remand for enquiry on the issue, 
what sum is due to the plaintiffs as 
principal. 

Return to be made within four months. 

Appeal accepted-. Case remanded. 


PRIVY COUNCIL 

Appeal from the Allaiiap.ad High Court. 

April 20, 1917. 

Present: — Viscount Haldane, Lord Atkinson 
Sir John Edge anil Mr. Ameer Ali 

LAC HUMAN PRASAD, since decsised 
(now represented hv N A RAIN PRASAD 

and others) - Appellant 

versus 

S A RN A M S f N G H and oth e ks — 

R KSI'O . P.CN1S. 

Hindu frne— mi .hint Jamil,, — 


by member — Property to extent of mortgagor's 
interest , whether can be made liable — Equity arising 
out of representation of authority. 

Whore the property of a Hindu joint family is 
mortgaged by one of the members, not being the 
head of the family for an antecedent debtor proven 
necessity of the joint family, the general law is that 
the mortgage is not valid at all, even to the extent 
of the mortgagor’s interest, [p. -85, col 1.] 

It is possible, however, that exceptions to this 
general rule may arise from special circumstances, 
e g , from a representation or undertaking by the 
mortgagor that he had power to mortgage the joint 
property, [p 285, col. 2.] 

Mahabcer Pcrshad v. Ram gad Singh , 12 B. L. R. fiO; 
20 \V. It. 192, discussed. 

Appeil from a decree of the Allahabad 
High Court, dated December llth, 1912, 
aflirming that of the Subordinate Judge, 
Bareilly. 

FACTS of (he case aro sufficiently set 
out in their Lordships’ judgment. Three 
members of a joint family (the first three 
defendants) mortgaged the joint property 
to plaintiff, who brought a suit on his mort- 
gage. The Subordinate Judge, on the 
authority of Chandradeo Singh v. Mata Prasad 
(1), held that (he mortgage was invalid and 
dismissed the suit, and his decision was 
continued on appeal by the High Court. 
Hence this appeal. 

Messrs. J. M. Parikh and J. K. Roy % for 
the Appellant. 

Respondents did not appear at the hear- 
ing. 

Mr. Parikh , for the Appellant. — The recent 
judgment of the B >ard in Sa/in Ram Chandra 
v. Bhup Singh (2) precludes me from 
questioning the principle of Chandradeo 
Singh v. Mata Prasad (l), but 1 submit that 
relief can be granted in equity against the 
mortgagor’sshare: Mahaheer Per shad v. Rampad 
Singh (3). 

[ViscorNT Haldane. — That case was 
decided on the ground that the father and 
the eldest son lmd in effect made a misrepre- 
sentation which they bad to makegood. Here 
there are no such special circumstances as to 
create an estoppel.] 

The case is discussed by this Board in 
Mad ho Pnrshad v. Mehrhan Singh (41, where 


(1) 1 I ml. Cas. 479; 31 A. 176; 6 A. L. J. 263. 

(2) 39 I ml. Cas. 280; 21 C. W. N. 698; 1 P. L. W. 
557; 15 A. L. J. 437; 19 Bom. L. It. 49S (P. C.). 

(31 12 B. L It. 90; 20 W. It. 192. 


(4) 17 1. A. 19 1; 18 0. 157; 5 Sar. P. C. J. 586; 
Ralujuo A Jackson’s 1\ C. No. 121; 9 Ind. Dec. (W s.) 
105 (|\ C.). 


INDIAN CASKS. 


2 85 


Vol. XL] 

LACBHMAN PRASAD V. SAKNAM SINGH. 

it was said that the .ludges deciding it justly 
considered that it was contrary to equity and 
good conscience that the mortgagors should 
keep the security and the money. As to 
representation, there is just as much evi- 
dence of it here as there was there. 

[Viscocnt Haldane. — I am not at all sure 
the Board gave the weight of their authority 
to that Bengal case.] 

The mortgage here is voidable only, not 
void. If the other side had not opposed, 
plaintiff would have got a decree. 

JUDGMENT. 

Viscount Haldane. — In this case no 
difficult question of law arises, and their 
Lordships are prepared to intimate at once 
the advice which they will tender to His 
Majesty upon the appeal. 

It is a suit with regard to a mortgage 
made on the 21st September, 1885, by 
three Hindus subject to the Mitakshara 
Law, who joined in borrowing Rs. 1,200 
on the security of the property of the joint 
family of which they were the heads. 
There is nothing special in the terms of 
the mortgage, which do not go beyond what 
is stated. It is contended that although 
according to the decisions of this Board, 
that mortgage is prima facie invalid, as 
being for neither an antecedent debt nor 
for any proven necessity of the joint 
family, it still may be held to be -valid 
on the doctrine laid down by the High 
Court of Calcutta in the case of Mahabeer 
Pershad v. Ramyad Singh (3). There, the head 
of a joint family and his son, who was of 
age, united in attempting to raise money. 
There was a younger son, also a member 
of the joint family who was not of age 
and who did not, and could not, concur. 
The mortgage was declared bad, but the 
learned Judges who decided the case thought 
themselves at liberty to put a condition 
into the decree which in effect determined 
that an implied representation or under- 
taking given by the martgagors that they 
had power to charge the joint family 
property and would make good the re- 
presentation by partition or otherwise, 
should receive effect, and accordingly they, 
in substance, ordered by their decree a 
partition of the • property so that the 
separate shares to be obtained ander the 
partition of the father and the son should 


be made payable to the mortgagees. Whe- 
ther that particular case was rightly 
decided or not, it is not npcessary to 
consider here, because the learned Judges 
proceeded upon the footing that there had 
been the representation referred to. On 
looking at the facts, their Lordships agree 
with the observation of Mr. Parikh that 
there was very little, if any, evidence of 
such a representation, but that there was 
such a representation was the basis of the 
judgment, and, unless the learned Judges 
had held that an equity arose out of it, 
their judgment would have amounted to 
this, that for every mortgage by the head 
of a joint family the property of the joint 
family could be made available to the 
extent of the interest of the mortgagor. 
Now, whatever may happen where there 
are special circumstances such as there 
were in the case referred to, that is not 
the general law. The general law is quite 
plainly laid down by Lord Watson in 
delivering the judgment of this Board in 
the case of Madho Parskad v. Mehrban Singh 
(4), where he says, at page 196, this: 

“Any one of several members of a joint 
family is entitled to require partition of an- 
cestral property and his demand to that effect, 
if it be not complied with, can be enforced by 
legal process. So long as his interest is in- 
definite, he is not in a position to dispose of it 
at his own hand and for his own purposes; 
but, as soon as partition is made, he becomes 
the sole owner of his share, and has the 
same powers of disposal as if it had been 
his acquired property. Actual partition 
is not in all cases essential. An agreement by 
memb 2 rs of an undivided family to hold the 
joint property individually in definite shares, 
or the attachment of a member’s undivided 
share in execution of .a decree at the 
instance of his creditor, will be regarded 
as sufficient to support the alienation of a 
member’s interest in the estate or a sale 
under the execution.” 

Now these are the principles which 
govern this and all other cases of the 
kind, and, according to these principles, 
there can be no doubt that the present 
mortgage is void. There were no such 
special circumstances as the learned Judges 
seem to find in the first case above quoted 
entitling them to impose terms upon the 
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plaintiffs, and, whether Lord Watson 
approved that ease or not, which is not 
quite clear, he at all events said that it 
had no application which would affect the 
operation of the principles which he laid 
down as above quoted. 

The result is that the mortgage in the 
present case is bad and the appeal fails, 
and their Lordships will humbly advise 
His Majesty that it should be dismissed 
with such costs as the respondents, not 
having appearod before this Board, may be 
entitled to. 

Appeal dismissed. 

Solicitor for the Appellant: Mr. E. 
Dalgado. 

Solicitors for the Respondents: Messrs. 
Fyke, Franklin and Gould. 


PRIVY COUNCIL. 

Appeal from the Allahabad IIigo Court. 

April 24, 1917. 

Present-. — Viscount Haldane, Lord Atkinson, 
Sir John Edge, Mr. Ameer Ali and 
Sir Walter Fh ill i more, Bart. 
KAWAL NAIN and others — 
Plaintiffs— Appellants 


versus 

BUDH SINGH and others — 
Defendants - Respondents. 

Hindu hair — Mihil, shara — Joint family — Partition 
suit for , dismissal, lliutyh riijht to jxirtition admitted - 
Status, whether joint or screral, 

A iiicmlu r of u Hindu joint family in.s! it utod a sui 
for partition. The sail was dismissed on l hr »niwm 
that though ho had a legal right to partition, lie ha< 
in the Judge's opinion no proper motive for oxnivisim 
that right. Thereafter he mortgaged his share in tin 
family property, and on the mortgagee suing on hi: 
mortgage he claimed to he still joint: 

Held , that not withstanding t he judgment the molt 
gugor had become separate from the date of hi: 
suit and that the mortgage of his share was valid 

[p. 287, col. l.j 

Appeal from a decree of (bo Allahabad 
High Court, dated April 10, 191.4, reported 
as 19 Ind. Cas. 430, reversing that 
of the Subordinate Judge, Saharanpur. 

FACTS of the case are sufficiently se 
out in their Lordships’ judgment. The sui 
for partition filed by Prahhu Lai was no 
only instituted but dismissed before (lie inert 
gage, which was in fact intended to providi 
funds for an appeal. Such appeal was not, how 
ever, proceeded with, a compromise beini 


effeoted, under which Prabliu Lai did in faot 
become separate. When a suit was brought 
on the mortgage, he and the other members 
of the family, who were joined as a precau- 
tionary measure”, set up that they were joint 
and the mortgage invalid. The Subordinate 
Judge decreed the suit, but the High 
Court (Richards, C. J., and Banerji, J.) 
dismissed it on the ground that at the 
date of the dismissal of the suit for 
partition the mortgagor was joint. 

Mr. De Grnylher , K. G ., for the Appellants. 
— The only question is whether the mort- 
gagor was joint or separate when he exe- 
cuted the mortgage. I contend that 
from the date of instituting his sui* for 
partition he was separate; Girja Bai v. 
Sadashiv Dnundiraj (1) which was decided 
subsequent to the High Court judgment 
under appeal. It is immaterial that by 
an erroneous judgment the suit for parti- 
tion was dismissed: the filing of that suit 
was unequivocal intimation of plaintiff’s 
desire to separate, and he became separate 
from April 0, 1SS9. The Subordinate 

Judge in dismissing the suit said: It 
appears that the plaintiff is now thinking 
of wasting the family property, and hav- 
ing found no other means, lie has insti- 
tuted this suit without there being 
any actual cause of action. 1 must admit 
that the plaintiff has certainly a share in 
the joint ancestral property equal ta that 
of his father, and he can also got the 
property partitioned under the Hindu Law: 
but this admission does not warrant the 
institution of a suit in Court without the 
accrual of any oause of action.” 


[Sir Walter Pmillimork. — He has con- 
fused ‘‘cause of action” with motive.] 

[Sir John Edge. — You sat down under 
the judgment.] 

[Viscount Haldane. — The learned Judge 
may be wrong but he has delivered a 
judgment and you have to show that you 
are not bound by it. He has refused to 
give you partition.] 

The only lefusal is a refusal to divide 
by metes and bounds. The Sub-Judge 
admitted that Prabliu bad one-fifth sharo 
and could get the property partitioned under 


(1) 37 I ml. Ons. 321; 20 C. W. X. 10S5; U A. L. J. 
S22; 20 M. L. T. 78; 12 X. L. It. 1 13; (1910) 2 M. W. 
N. 05; IS lL>n». L. U 021; 4 L. W. 114; 24 C. L. J. 207i 
31 M.L. J. 455; 43 0. 1031; 43 I. A. 151. 


INDIAN OASES. 


2S7 


Yol. XL] 

KAWAL NA1N V . RUDU S1NGU. 

Hindu Law. He does not say thatPrabhu did 
not unequivocally express his intention to 
separate. I submit that his filing the 
suit was such an unequivocal intimation. 
The High Court went wrong by regarding 
the question as being whether actual 
physical partition had taken place. They 
had not this Board’s judgment before 
them. 

[Sir W. Phillimore. — They do not seem 
to have applied their minds to the ques- 
tion whether separation can be effected 
by volition]. 

JUDGMENT. 

Viscount Haldane. — This is an appeal 
from a judgment of the High Court at 
Allahabad which reversed a judgment of the 
Subordinate Judge of Saharanpur. The 
question which arose was whether a mort- 
gage of certain interests in land was valid, 
as contended by the appellants, who were 
the successors-in-title of the original mort- 
gagee. The land had been the property 
of a joint family subject to Mitakshara 
Law, and the controversy turned on whether 
the respondent Prabhu Lai, the mortgagor, 
had separated from the joint family before 
executing the deed, and so rendered him- 
self competent to make a valid hypothecation 
of the interest which had come to him as a 
member of the joint family. 

Prior to the mortgage, which was dated 
the 28th August 1890, the respondent Prabbu 
Lai had, on the 6lh April 1889, com- 
menced a suit for partition. By his plaint 
he had claimed a fifth share of the family 
property, and their Lordships entertain no 
doubt that the claim amounted to an inti- 
rnation to the defendants, his co-sharers, of 
the unequivocal desire of the plaintiff for 
separation from the joint family. If this 
be so, the judgment of the Judicial Com- 
mittee in the recent case of Girja Bai v. 
Sadashiv T)h undiraj (1) renders it beyond 
question that the commencement of this suit 
for partition effected a separation from the 
joint family. It is immaterial, in such a 
case, whether the co-sharers assent. A decree 
may be necessary for working out the result 
of the severance and for allotting definite 
shares, but the status of the plaintiff as 
separate in estate is brought about by his 
assertion of his right to separate, whether 
he obtains a consequential judgment or not. 


These considerations are sufficient to dis- 
pose of the only serious question raised by 
the present appeal. Had their Lordships’ 
judgment in the case just referred to been 
delivered before and not after the judg- 
ments now under review, that of the High 
Court would probably have been different. 
The Subordinate Judge thought himself 
bound to examine a number of transactions 
from which he drew the inference that the 
members of the joint family had assented 
to the severance contended for, although a 
complete partition had not been carried out. 
It was not necessary for him to find so 
much in order to establish the severance, 
but the result at which he arrived 
was right. The High Court, in reversing 
his decision, proceeded on the footing 
that no agreement for severance had 
been established, and that it was necessary 
that the existence of such an agreement 
should be shown. This is plainly contrary 
to the principle as subsequently laid down 
by this Board in the other case. It has 
been argued that the suit for partition, com- 
menced by the plaint of 1S90, was dismissed 
and that the plaint was, therefore, of no 
effect. Their Lordships cannot assent to 
this argument. It is true that in the suit 
of 1890 the Subordinate .Judge dismissed 
the claim disbelieving the case put forward 
in support of it, namely, that the father, 
who was head of the joint family, had 
refused to supply his son Prabhu Lai with 
the funds required to maintain him, and 
had otherwise illtreated him. The High 
Court says that, while this disbelief was 
no valid ground for dismissing a claim for 
partition, it still shows that pn the date 
when the suit was dismissed the family 
remained joint. It will, however, be ob- 
served that the judgment in that suit pro- 
ceeded on the ground that owing to the 
age of the father he might have other 
children and that in consequence the pro- 
perty could not be divided or the plaintiff’s 
share fixed. But, while this was obviously 
wrong, the judgment on its face concedes 
that the plaintiff had a right to partition, 
although no cause of action for an actual 
partition was regarded as having accrued. 
It cannot be said that the plaint did not 
amount to such an expression of intention 
as to satisfy the conditions of the law as now 
settled. 
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Their Lordships have thought it necessary 
to examine the argument for the appellants 
in the present appeal with the more care 
because the respondents have not been repre- 
sented at the Bar. But they are satisfied 
that the High Court has given a decision 
which cannot stand. They will, therefore, 
humbly advise Hia Majesty that this appeal 
should be allowed and the decree of the 
Subordinate Judge restored. The respond- 
ents must pay the costs here and below. 
But their Lordships desire to point out that 
as the personal remedy under the mortgage 
is probably barred by limitation, the liberty 
to apply for a personal decree, which is 
given by the decree in accordance with Order 
XXXIV of the Code of Civil Procedure 
and section 90 of the Transfer of Property 
Act in the event of the proceeds of a sale 
proving insufficient, must be subject to the 
right of the respondents to raise any such 
defence to the personal claim, such as one 
based on limitation, which may prove open to 
them. 

Appeal allowed. 

Solicitors for the Appellants : Messrs. 
Barrow Rogers A Nevill. 

Solicitor for the Respondents : Mr. Douglas 
Grant. 

OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

C 0 U RT . 

Civil Revision No. 29 ok 1917. 

April 3, 1917. 

Dresent: — Mr. Lindsay, J. C. 

N AGES H W A R SHUKUL- Plain ti kf— 

Am, i can r 

versus 

Musammat JASODRA and others — 
Defendants — Opposite Party. 

Civil Procedure Code (Art V d 1908), ( K XXXI l , r. 
1 — -Mortgage suit — Stranger fa mortgage — Proper 
parlies. 

Whcro si prior morlgagru ;m (Miliiv properly 
brought si suit against lii^ mortgagor aid (lie sub- 
sequent mortgagee of a portion of I lie properly, ami 
the applicants sought I o be made parties In the suit 
on the allegation that they were the owners of the 
whole property ami had executed the subsequent 
mortgage: 

Held, that the applicants were not strangers, but 
proper parties, to the suit. 

Thakur Maharaj Singh v. Juu'lthnuin 24 Ind. 

Cas. 87 1 ; 1 O. L. J. 2(31 , distinguished. 

Civil revision against the order of the Pro- 
bationary Munsif, Honda, dated the 6th Febru- 
ary 1917. 

Babu Lachhman Das, for the Applicant. 


Babu Hargobind Das , for the Opposite 
Party. 

JUDGMENT. — The applicant here had 
brought a suit on a mortgage in the Coart 
of the Probationary Munsif of Gonda. That 
suit was filed against two defendants, one 
Musammat Jasodra and another named Das- 
rath. The plaintiff’s c*se was based upon 
a mortgage executed in bis favour by Musam - 
mat Jasodra, but in the fifth paragraph 
of bis plaint be alleged that the second 
defendant in the suit, Dasrath, was impleaded 
as a subsequent mortgagee of a portion of 
the property affected by Musammat Jasodra’s 
mortgage. After the case had been tiled an 
application was made on behalf of two per- 
sons Baij Nath and Gomti Prasad asking 
to be made partios to the suit. In their 
application to the Court they stated that 
they were the owners of the property 
which Musammat Jasodra had professed to 
mortgage and they further stated that they 
had mortgaged a portion of the property 
to the defendant No. 2, Dasrath. They, 
therefore, asked to be made parties to the 
suit and this application was accepted. The 
learned Counsel for the plaintiff-applicant 
asks this Court to hold that the Munsif 
was wrong in adding these two men as 
parties and in this connection he relies upon 
a ruling reported as Thakur Maharaj Singh 
v. Lachhman Das (l), where, following several 
other rulings mentioned in the judgment, 
it was held that in a mortgage suit a 
stranger to the mortgage cannot be implead- 
ed as a defendant inasmuch as a paramount 
title cannot be drawn into controversy in an 
action brought upon a mortgage. The 
facts of that case, however, are clearly dis- 
tinguishable from those of the case before me. 

Here the applicant-plaintiff had actually 
made Dasrath a party to the original suit. 
It is clear, in fact it is admitted by the 
applicant’s learned Counsel, that the mort- 
gage made in favour of this defendant 
No. 2 was executed by one of the appli- 
cants, namely, Baij Nath. In these circum- 
stances it can hardly be said that Baij 
Nath is a stranger to the suit. I am un- 
able to interfere in revision, as it appears 
to me that the Court below has not com- 
mitted any illegality or ii regularity. The 
application fails and is dismissed with costs, j 

Revision rejected . 

(I) 24 lml. Cas. 87 1 i 1 U. L. J. 201. 
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[BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 
Criminal Appeal No. 490 of 1910. 

January 12, 1917. 

Present : Mr. Justice Batchelor and 
Mr. Justice Heaton. 
EMPEROR— Prcsecotor— Appellant 


c/e/ sus 


KIKABHAI RANCHHODDAS- 
A ecus ed — Respondent 

P k ! rict Police AW (Bom. Act l V of 18S0 ) , 

1 fh 7- ’ bKy l l ° ,ohet her h-“Drive", meaning of. 
A bicycle is a vehicle within the meaning of the 
word as used in clause ( b ) of section 61 of the 
Bombay District Police Act, 1890, and it is a vehicle 

driven by the man who rides it. 

Tayiorv Goodwin, (1879) 4 Q. B. D. 228- 48 L 
L M. C. 104, 40 L. T. 458; 27 W. B. 489, "fed 
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enough to include a machine such as a bicycle 

which carries the person who gets upon 

it, and I think that such person may be 

said to drive’ it. He guides as well as 

propels it, and may be said to drive it 

as an engine-driver is said to drive an 
engine” 

The decisions of the Magistrate must, 

therefore, be reversed and the cases must 

be remanded to him in order that they 

may be retried and decided in accordance 
with law. 

Order reversed. 


t 


Criminal appeal by the Government of 
Bombay, from an order of acquittal passed 
by the. Honoraiy Magistrate, first Class, 
Surat, in S. C. No. 109 of 1916 


Mr. S. S. PatJcar, (Government Pleader), 
for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. — In these appeals, which 
are brought by the Government of Bombay, 
the only question for decision is whether 
a bicycle is or is not a vehicle within the 
meaning of the word as used in clause 
W of section 61 of the Bombay District 
Police Act, Bombay Act IV of 1890. 
That clause^ provides a penalty for any 
person who drives a vehicle of any descrip- 
tion” otherwise than on the left side of 
the street along which he is travelling. 
The learned Magistrate has thought that a 
bicycle is not a vehicle. We are clearly 
of the contrary opinion. A bicycle is a 
carriage and is, therefore, in our opinion 
a vehicle. 

We further think that no difficulty is 
created by the use of the word ‘drive’, 
and that a bicycle may be said to be a 
vehicle driven by the man who rides it. 
Ihat is the view which was accepted in 
Taylor v. Goodwin (1), where it was contended 
that the person propelling the bicycle 
drives it, inasmuch as he guides the 
machine and regulates its pace. Mr. Justice 
Mellor in giving effect to that argument 
observed: I think the word ‘carriage’ is large 

92 (1 £ 79) 4 Q- B - D - 228 > 48 L - J - M. C. 104; 40 L. 

" . 458; 27 W. K. 489. 
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MADRAS HIGH COURT. 
Criminal Appeals Nos. 490 to 5C0 of 1916 

March 13, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Napier. 

The PUBLIC PROSECUTOR— Appellant 

IN ALL 


vw O 1*0 

SHAMSUDIN SAHIB and others— Accused 

— Respondents. 

Madras Town tfuisaf ices Act (III of 1889), s. 3(5) 

l rosecution by Sanitary Inspector, legality of— Use 
of charge-sheet forms— Complaint— Police report - 

lW?lY{J) r 2Q0 Ure C ° dC ^ ACt V ° f ]898),ds ‘ 4 ( h >» 

A Sanitary Inspector, not empowered to exercise 
the powers of a Police Officer, can initiate proceedings 
under the Madras Town Nuisances Act. [p. 290, col. 1.] 

He cannot put in a charge-sheet or submit a Police 
report to the Magistrate, but the mere use by 
him of a printed form appropriate to offences 
under the District Municipalities Act for em- 
bodying the substance of his complaint will not 
render the prosecution illegal when the document 
Seated as a complaint under section 190 (1 ) (a) 
of the Criminal Procedure Code and the complainants 
examined under section 200. [p. 290, col. 1.1 

Appeals under section 417 of the ^Code of 
Lrimmal Procedure, 1 898, againsttheacquittal 
of the aforesaid accused by the Court of the 
Bench of Magistrates, Erode (Coimbatore 
Division) in Bench Cases Nos. 
of 1916, respectively. 

The Public Prosecutor, for the Govern, 
ment. 

JUDGMENT.- These are 


227 to 237 


at. c appeals by 
Government against acquittals of severa! 
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acoused persons who were charged before the 
Bench Magistrates of Erode with offences 
under the Towns Nuisances Act III of 1889, 
section 3 (5). The ground of the acquittal 
is as stated in the order ' that the Chief 
Sanitary Inspector is not competent to 
prosecute for offences under the Act.” We 
think that what the Bench really meant was 
that the Sanitary Inspector had no power 
to put in a charge-sheet, that is, make a Police 
report of the facts as provided in section 
190 (1) (b) of the Criminal Procedure 
Code and they seem to have held that the 
proceedings in these cases were initiated in 
that manner. They are in error in this 
matter, but their error has been induced by 
the user by the Sanitary Inspector of a 
printed form headed “Charge-sheet of 
individuals prosecuted” which form is 
appropriate to offences under the District 
Municipalities Act in cases where the 
Governor-in-Council has under section 282 
(4) empowered a servant of the Muni- 
cipalitiy” to ‘ exercise the powers of a Police 
Officers.” 

Admittedly the Sanitary Inspector is not 
so empowered. If the Magistrate who took 
the case on his tile had accepted this docu- 
ment as a Police report, the proceedings 
would have been contrary to law, but it is 
clear that he treated the document as a com- 
plaint under section 190 (1) (a) and examined 
the complaint under section 200, the sub- 
stance of the complaint being reduced to 
writing and signed by the complainant as 
required by the same section. This appears 
on the document itself. The Code does not 
require a complaint to bo in any particular 
form and this document is an ' allegation in 
writing to a Magistrate with a view to his 
taking action” within the definition of 
complaint in section 4 (1) (h) of the Code. 
The proceedings were, therefore, properly 
instituted and we must reverse the acquittals 
and direct the Magistrates to take the cases 
on their file and dispose of them according to 
law. 

Appeals allowed ; Acquittals set aside. 


SIND JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Criminal Bail Application No. 169 

op 1916. 

December 13, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Pratt, J. C., and 

Mr. Crouch* A. J. C. 

H ARCH AND JHAMATM AL — 

Applicant 

versus 

E M PE RO R— Opponent. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act V of 189S), ss. 497, 
(1), 498— Boil— High Court , potecr of. 

The power of a High Court to direct admission to 
bail under section 498 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code is unfettered and in no way limited by tho 
provisions of section 497 (1) of the Code; but the High 
Court will not grant bail in non-bailablo offences 
except when special circumstances arc disclosed. Cp # 
291, col. 1.] 

Application against the order of the 
Sessions Judge, Hyderabad. 

Mr. K J. De Vertenii-l for the Applicant. 

Mr. E. Raymond (Publio Prosecutor for 
Sind), for tho Crown. 

JUDGMENT. 

Pratt, J. C.— This is an application 
under section 49S, Criminal Procedure 
Code, to release on bail the applicant who 
is now under trial in the Sessions Court 
of Hyderabad, for an offence of rape. The 
Sessions Judge refused the bail. 

The discretion of the Court in the matter 
of bail under section 497, Criminal 
Procedure Code, is limited and in accord- 
ance with sub section (1) of that section 
the Court shall not release the accused on 
bail if there appear reasonable grounds 
that he has been guilty of a non-bailablo 
offence. 

The power given by seotion 49b is not 
so limited. The Calcutta High Court in 
the case of Ash raj Ali v. Emperor (1) has 
said that the extended powers to the 
High Court under this seotion are not to 
be used to get rid of the very reasonable 
and proper provision of seotion 497, Criminal 
Procedure Code. If this case implies that 
the power of a High Court in the matter 
of bail is limited by seotion 497 (1) we 

must respectfully differ. The section im- 
ports no such limitation and we think 
it was intended that the jurisdiction of 


(1) 27 1ml. Cas. 839; 42 C. 25; 16 Cr. L. J. 215. 
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the High Court should be left unfettered. 
\ve think the rule accepted by the Bom- 
a y Hit>h Court in the case of Emperor 
v. Nensi Hansraj (2) is an appropriate one 
in regard to applications in the High 
Court and that is that bail should not 
be taken in non-bailable cases except in 
special circumstances. What those special 
oiroumstanoes are is a matter which does 
not permit of preoise definition and the 
discretion given under section 498 is one 
that should be exercised according to the 
exigencies of each case. 

In the present case the Rule was grant- 
ed as it appeared from the Sessions Judge’s 
order that he based his refusal of bail 
so e y on the fact that the accused had 

been committed for trial and had not 
considered the evidence himself. We do 
not desire at this stage to say anything 
which might have the effect of pre-judg- 
mg the case, and, therefore, we shall 
merely observe that after hearing the 
Counsel for the defence and the Publio Pro- 
secutor for Sind and considering the 
evidenoe m this case as summarised 

ln , order of commitment we do 

not think that the case is one whioh 
invites the application of seotion 497 (1), 
Criminal Procedure Code, or that there are 
special circumstances justifying the exercise 
ot Jl he ex tended powers under section 498. 
We accordingly discharge the Rule. 

Crouch, A. J. C. — I agree that the High 
j'oo rt n whe ? 1 passing orders under section 
a l 0rlniInal Procedure Code, is not limit- 
f Q , b ^, the restrictions imposed by seotion 
UJ on a Court before which a person 
aooused of a non-bailable offence is brought; 
but that when bail has been refused by 
the Sessions Court it should not be 
granted by the High Court unless special 
grounds are disclosed. I consider that in 
this case no speoial grounds have been 

disclosed. 

Bail refused ; Buie discharged. 
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Criminal Revision Case No. 836 of 1916. 

Criminal Revision Petition No. 680 

of 1916. 

April 12, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim and 

Mr. Justice Napier. 

In re VENKATARANGA JOSIAR 

Accused — Petitioner. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act V of 1898) s 4 m 

(fir-Acqmttal by second class Magistrate— Offence 

& eren *' t co ; isflt ?Je d mme facts -Sub sequent charge 
bejot e Ju st class Magistrate— Previous acquittal , whether 

har - p ** a l C° d e Uct XLV of I860), ,5. 

The accused was charged under section 406 of the 
Penal Code and was tried and acquitted by a Mams, 
trate with second class powers. He was subsequently 
charged on the same facts under section 409 aud 

was brought before a Magistrate with first class 
powers to take his trial: 

Held, that the subsequent charge being with 
relation to an offence which the first Magistrate 
could not try vtcle section 403 (4) of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the previous order of acquittal with 
respect to the minor offence for which the accused 
had already been tried was no bar to the subsequent 
proceedings, [p. 291, col. 2; p. 292, col. I.] 4 


(2) 8 Bom. L. R. 420; 3 Cr. L. J. 499. 


Petition, under sections 435 and 439 of the 

Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, pravintr 

the High Court to revise the proceedings 

of the Court of the Sub-Divisional, first 

class Magistrate, Madura Division i n 

Calendar Case No. 30 of 1916, in Calendar 

Case No. 565 of 1915, on the file of the 

Stationary second class Magistrate, Madura 
Town. 

Mr. P. N. Krishnaswami Aiyar for Mr. 
P . R. Ntirayanasummi Aiyar, for fbp 
Petitioner. 

The Public Prosecutor, for the Government. 

ORDER, -In this case the first point* 
for consideration is whether the charge 
under seotion 409 of the Penal Code against 
the accused Venkataranga Josiar oan be 
proceeded with inasmuch as he had been 
previously tried by a Magistrate with seoond 
class powers upon the same facts for an 

offence under seotion 406 of the Penal Code 
and acquitted. 

We think seotion 403, sub-section 4, Criminal 
Procedure Code, applies; it states that if 
a person has either been acquitted or con- 
victed of an offence but the same facts 
disolose an offence whioh could not be tried 
by the first Magistrate, then the previous 
aoquittal or conviction is no bar to fur- 
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ther proceedings for a more serious offence. 
The words of the sub-section are “A person 
acquitted or convicted of any offence constitut- 
ed by any acts may, notwithstanding such 
acquittal or conviction, be subsequently 
charged with, and tried for any other 
offence constituted by the same acts which 
he may have committed if the Court by 
which he was first tried, was not competent 
to try the offence with which he is 
subsequently charged.” Then the illustrations 
(/) and (g) make it perfectly clear that if 
the subsequent charge is with relation to 
an offence which the first Magistrate could 
not try, then the previous order of acquittal 
or conviction with respect to the minor 
offence for which the accused has already 
been tried, is no bar to subsequent proceed- 
ings. 

Jn the exercise of our powers of revision 
and for other reasons we quash the proceed- 
ings. 

V.R.P. 

Petition allowed ; Conviction set aside. 


SIND JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Criminal Transfer Application No. 1*29 

of 1916. 

September 28, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Hayward, J. C., and 
Mr. Fawcett, A. J. C. 

WALI MAHOMED ivd. Hafiz ALI 
MAHOMED — Applicant 

versus 

EMPEROR— Opponent. 

Criminal Procedure Code {Act V of 1898), s. 52G — 
Transfer of case — Apprehension , reasonable. 

To justify an order of transfer under section 528 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, the apprehension of 
not receiving a fair and impartial trial must be a 
reasonable apprehension in the opinion of the Court, 
and not such as would merely appear reasonable to 
the accused, [p. 293, col. 2.] 

Crown v. Mahomedshah t 1 S. L. It. 8; 9 Cr. L. J. 
251, dissented from. 

Juggan v. Emperor , 22 I ml. Cas. 99G; 3G A. 239; 15 
Cr. L. J. 212; 12 A. L. J. 399, relied upon. 

Mr. T. G. Elyhinston , for the Applicant. 

Mr. E. Paymond (Public Prosecutor for 
Sind), for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an application for 
transfer of a criminal case pending before 
the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Tando, Sub- 


Division of the Hyderabad District. The 
applicant Wali Mahomed wasCity Magistrate 
of Hyderabad and has been charged with 
bribery and corruption, and it appears his 
case was specially referred for trial before 

the European Sub- Divisional Magistrate in 
charge of the Tando, Sub-Division, Hyderabad 
District. 

It has been urged on behalf of the ap- 
plicant that he is under reasonable apprehen- 
sion that he will not receive a fair and 
impartial trial before the Magistrate 
Several minor reasons have been urged 
but the main grounds advanced have been 
that his Pleader was unduly checked in cross- 
examination; that the papers of the pre- 
liminary departmental enquiry were not 
allowed to be shown in cross-examination 
to the witnesses called by the prosecution; 
and that the applicant’s Pleader was only 
grudgingly given permission to subrni 
arguments against a charge being framed 
by the Magistrate. 

Now it has not been established to my 
satisfaction that the cross-examination was 
unduly checked, for it has been stated 
and not denied that the Magistrate was 
equally strict with the Pleader for the 
prosecution in requiring explanations as to 
the relevancy of the questions put. It can- 
not be admitted that such an attitude is 
improper as it is the duty of every Magistrate 
to check prolix or irrelevant examination 
or cross-examination of witnesses and to 
prevent all unnecessary prolongation of 
trials. But the Magistrate must be careful 
in performing that duty to avoid all appear- 
ance of leaning to one side or the other or o 

denying the accused person full opportum y 
for developing his defence, bor denia o 
such opportunity would afford good groun 
for setting aside the proceedings on appeal. 

With regard to the refusal to allow the 
papers of the departmental enquiry in 
original to be placed before the witnesses 
in the course of cross-examination it has 
not been shown that any questions arising ou 
of these papers were excluded by the Magis- 
trate. And though it might perhaps have 
been better if the papers had been called 
for and read out in original to the witnesses. 
Yet the relevant portions appear to iave 
been brought to the attention of t ie 
witnesses from the copies which had beeu 
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obtained and there would appear to be no 

reason why the original papers should not 

be demanded and if necessary hereafter 

put on the record should the accused be 

called to enter upon bis defence. Should 

the demand be refused this again might be 

a proper matter for consideration on 
appeal. 

With regard to the grudging permission 
given tosubmit arguments against the framing 
of a charge it is not necessary to con- 
sider whether such arguments can be 
submitted as of right because whether 
grudgingly or not the permission was given 
and the charge has not yet been framed 
by the Magistrate. Should full opportunity 
not be afforded for such arguments, that 
again might be a proper matter for con- 
sideration on appeal. 

It has been assumed in arguments that 
the real question to be considered is whe- 
ther the applicant is actually under appre- 
hension of not receiving a fair and impartial 
trial; that is to say it has been assumed 
that the apprehension required to justify 
transfer is such apprehension as would appear 
reasonable to the applicant and in support 
of that reference has been made to the 
case of Grown v. Mahomedshah 11). But the 
apprehension to be established appears to 
me rather to be an apprehension reason- 
able in the opinion of the Court as pointed 
out in the case of Juggon v. Emperor 
(2). No such reasonable apprehension has, 
in my opinion, been established upon 
the matters so far brought to the 
notice of this Court. It has not, in other 
words, been made so to appear that a fair 
and impartial enquiry or trial cannot be 
had in the Court of the Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate, Tando, Sub Division of Hyderabad 

District, so as to justify an order of transfer 
under section 526, Criminal Procedure Code. 

Iavvceit, A. J. C. — I concur, I do not 
think the allegations urged in support of 
the application for transfer really give the 
applicant reasonable grounds to apprehend 
that he will not have a fair trial before 
the Magistrate, which in various reported 
cases is the test that has been adopted in decid- 
ing with an application for transfer under 
section 526, Criminal Procedure Code. 

(1) 1 S. L. E. S; 9 Cr. L. J. 251. 

(2) 22 lnd. Cas. 996; 36 A. 239: 15 Cr. L. ,T. 212: 12 

A. h. J, 399, ... 


But I entirely agree with my learned 
brother that, though no doubt such a 
reasonable apprehension may be a cir- 
cumstance to be taken into consideration 
by the High Court, still it is not in itself 
decisive. The section does not say a 
transfer may be ordered in any case where it 
is made to appear to the accused that 
a fair and impartial enquiry or trial cannot 
be had but where that is made to appear 
to the High Court; and, therefore, what is 
contemplated is that the Court itself should 
be satisfied on that point and that the real 
test is not what the accused may reasonably 
or unreasonably have been led to think 
about it. 

Application rejected . 


LOWER BURMA CHIEF COURT. 
Criminal Revision No, 313 of 1916. 

October 31, 1916. 

Present : — Sir Charles Fox, Kt. Chief Judge. 
P. L. T. A. KASI CHETTY— 
Complainant — Applicant 




V. Y. KASI CHETTY- Accused- 

Respondent. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act V of 1898J, s. 181 
(2) — Property subject of offence— Penal Code (Act XLV 
of 1860), $. 406 — Criminal breach of trust— Juris, 

diction. 

Where accused was entrusted with a railway 
receipt for goods in one district with instructions to 
take delivery of the goods at their destination in 
another district and sell them on complainant's 
account and accused did so soil them and mis- 
appropriated the sale proceeds: 

Held, (1) that the offence was triable within the 
jurisdiction of the Court where the goods were sold 
and the money was received and misappropriated* 
[p. 294, col. 2.] 

(2) that the property which was the subject of the 
offence in the case was not the railway receipt but 
the money received on sale of the goods, [p 294, col. 
2 -] 

Mr. Lenta igne , for the Applicant. 

Mr. Keith, for the Respondent. 

ORDER OF REFERENCE. 


The Police of Pegu sent accused Kasi 
Chetty up for trial under section 406, Indian 
Penal Code, for committing criminal breach 
of trust. After the examination of two 
witnesses and when the third witness was 
being examined, the Counsel for the accused 
raised the question of jurisdiction under 
sections 179 and 181, Criminal Procedure 
Code, stating fh^t according tq thp eyidenoe 
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of two principal witnesses the rice was sent 
from Waw Railway Station to Rangoon by 
the complainant’s clerk; that the accused 
under instructions from the complainant 
took delivery of the rice in Rangoon, sold it 
to traders in Rangoon, and misappropriated 
the sale proceeds in Rangoon after making 
false report that they were robbed by a 
Chinaman. ' 

The Pleader for the prosecution contended 
that the aocused was entrusted with the 
tanza i.e. t railway receipts in Pegu to take 
them to a Chetty Firm in Rangoon and sell 
them or rather the rice after taking delivery 
of it from the Railway Company and pay the 
proceeds to another Chetty Firm in Rangoon 
for safe custody. 

As I have said above the complainant 
through his dark sent some rice bags by 
rail from Waw to Rangoon, and then 
give the railway receipt to the aooused in 
Pegu to go to Rangoon and sell the rice to 
a certain Chetty Firm i.e to S. A. R. M. 
Firm in Rangoon and to deposit the proceeds 
with A. I. V. R. P. Firm also in Rangoon. 

There is no doubt that the Rangoon Courts 
have jurisdiction to try the case against 
the acoused. The question whether the 
Pegu Courts have also jurisdiction is a 
difficult one as there is no direct authority 
either for or against this question. 

The question is whether the railway re- 
ceipts which the accused received in Pegu 
can be held to be the property which is 
the subject of the offence. It will be 
remembered that the money which the 
accused is alleged to have dishonestly 
misappropriated is not the property which 
the accused received from the complainant 
at Pegu. It is the hale proceeds of the rice 
bags, which he took delivery of in Rangoon 
with the railway reoeipts ho received at Pegu. 

As it is doubtful whether this Court has 
jurisdiction to enquire into or try this 
oase because this case raises some 
nice questions of law the proceedings 
will be submitted to the High Court 
for decision under section 185, Criminal 
Procedure Code, whether the railway receipts 
which the accused received in Pegu are 
within the meaning of the words “any part of 
the property which is the subject of the 
offence” in section 181 (2), Criminal Proce- 


dure Code, so as to give this Court jurisdic- 
tion to enquire into or try the offence. 

Submit proceedings accordingly with 
this report. 

ORDER 

Fox, C. J. — It appears to me to be quite 
clear on the complainant’s own evidence 
that the property which is the subject of 
the offence is the money which was received 
by the accused on sale of rice. No part of 
the property was received in Pegu and conse- 
quently the Magistrate at Pegu has no juris- 
diction to enquire into the offenoe in the 
Pegu District. The money was admittedly 
received in Rangoon and if it was misappro- 
priated the offence was committed in 
Rangoon. 

This case is transferred under section 526 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure to the 
Court of Eastern Sub-Divisional Magistrate, 
Rangoon for enquiry 


BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Application for Revision No. 314 

of 1916. 

January 24, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Batchelor and 
Mr. Justice Heaton. 
hi re NARAINAH VENKATESH 
HULGAR — Applicant. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act I' of 1S98J, s. 437 — 
Discharge of accused — District Magistrate , power of, to 
order further enquiry, limits of. 

A District Magistrate should not exercise his 
powers under sect ion 437 of tho Criminal Procedure 
Code promiscuously, whenever ho forms a different 
estimato of the witnesses, whom he 1ms not seen, 
from that which was formed by tho Magistrate who 
»lid see them, [p 295, col. 1.] 

A District Magistrate should not ordor a further 
enquiry merely upon tho strength of his own 
appreciation of tho evidence in a case where the 
accused lias had a perfectly fair trial reaching a law- 
ful conclusion, and the Trial Magistrate’s discussion 
of the evidence has been apparently quite reasonable, 
[p. 295, col. 2.] 

Mr. Binning (with him Mr. R. A . Jahagir - 
dar), for the Applicant. 

Mr. S. S. Patkar , (Government Pleader)* 
for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. — The Rule here must, in my 
opinion, be made absolute* 
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The accused was prosecuted in respect 
of a very serious offence, an offence punishable 
Under section 377 of the Indian Penal Code. 
After a perfectly fair and normal trial 
the accused was discharged by the Trial 
Magistrate who found it unnecessary on 
the evidence to call upon the accused to 
enter upon his defence. The order of 
discharge was made so far back as the 
21st of June. In the following August 
the District Magistrate directed that 
further inquiry should be made into the 
case by the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, and 
against that order this Rule was obtained. 

There is no doubt that the District 
Magistrate has jurisdiction to make the 
order for further inquiry which he has 
made. But it is important for us now 
to see whether in making that order he 
exercised his judicial discretion properly 
or improperly. For it is obviously 
an exceedingly serious thing that a 
man on the same set of facts should 
twice be exposed to a prosecution of so 
grave a character as this. The limits 
within which the discretion to order a 
further inquiry should ordinarily be exercised 
are stated in the Full Bench decision in 
Queen-Empress v. Chotu (I), a decision 
which shows that those limits are rather 
strictly confined. I do not think that in 
conferring this special power upon the 
District Magistrate the Legislature ever 
intended that the power should be exercised 
promiscuously whenever the District Magis- 
trate, who has not seen the witnesses, 
forms a different estimate of their value 
from that which was formed by the 
Magistrate who did see them. Yet in 
substance that is all that has happened here. 
The District Magistrate prefers his own 
appreciation of the evidence to that of the 
Trial Magistrate. We are not trying this 
man over again, bat at the same time 
I am bound to say that the reasons given 
by the District Magistrate in support -of 
his own view as to the weight of the 
evidence are certainly not convincing to 
mo. The main reason which appears to 
have influenced the District Magistrate is 
that, as he says, “l cannot believe readily 
that a deliberately false case of this disgusting 

kind should have been concocted.” Now 

(1) 9 A, 52; A. W. N. (1886) 281; 5 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 
455 . 


it is familiar knowledge to all connected 
with the administration of the criminal 
law that this kind of offence is very 
often chosen by people who are bring- 
ing a maliciously false charge. In the 
present case it is also noteworthy that 
the little boy’s mother is admittedly a 
woman of bad character so that there 
would be nothing repugnant in supposing 
that she had instigated her sou to bring 
this charge without good reason. 

I need not consider the reasoning of 
the District Magistrate in further detail, 
because the ground upon which I would 
make this Rule absolute is that the Dis- 
trict Magistrate was wrong in ordering 
a further inquiry merely upon the strength 
of his own appreciation of the evidence 
in a case where the accused had had a 
perfectly fair trial reaching a lawful con- 
clusion and the Trial Magistrate’s discussion 
of the evidence had, as here, been apparently 
quite reasonable. 

Rule made absolute . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Criminal Reference No. 157 of 1916. 

September 22, 1916. 

Present : —Mr. Justice Chowdbury and 
Mr Justice Newbould. 

MOHAMMED HOSAIN— Complainant 

versus 

FARLEY - Accused. 

Railways Act (IX. of 1899^, ss. 68, 69, 113, 120, 

122 Travelling without ticket , whether offence —Intent 

to defraud— “Railway”, whether includes railway 
carriage— Railway servants, duty of — Penal Code ( Act 

XLV of I860), s. 323. 

The main and primary purpose of sections 68 and 
69 of the Indian Railways Act is to prevent persons 
from travelling in fraud of the Company without 
having paid the necessary fare, and the obligation to 
show the ticket, when required, is subsidiary only to 
such primary purpose, [p. 296, col. 2.] 

Section 68 prohibits travelling without a pass or 
ticket, but so to travel without intent to defraud is 
not a criminal offence, [p. 296, cols. 1 & ?.] 

But a person so travelling is liable under section 
113 of the Railways Act to pay on demand by any 
Railway servant an excess charge, which is some- 
what in the nature of a penalty, [p. 296, col. 2.] 
There is no provision in the Railways Act for 
ejecting passengers except in certain circumstances, 
such as are specified in section 120 of the Act. [p. 296, 
col. 1.] 
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The expression “railway” in section 122 of t lie 
Railways Act does not include a railway carriage, and 

the section does not, therefore, apply to the case of a 

passenger travelling in a railway carriage. [p. 2£0, 
col. 2.] 

Railway servants are public servants and t hey 
must act within the four corners of their statutory 
powers, [p. 296, col. 2.]. 

Ticket collectors and checkers are expected to con- 
duct themselves with restraint and self-control, [p. 

297, col. 1.] 

Criminal Reference made by the Sessions 
Judge, Noakhali, dated the 5th September 
191(5, against the order of the Sub- Divisional 
Magistrate, Noakhali, dated June 26th, 1916. 


FACTS. — The complainant arrived at the 
F Railway Station just when the train was 
about to start, and having r.o time to buy a 
ticket, he got into the train without one. The 
accused, travelling ticket-checkers, asked 
him to show his ticket, whereupon he 
explained the circumstances to them and 
offered to pay the fare and the penalty. This 
the accused refused to accept and at the next 
stoppage asked complainant to get out and 
buy a ticket. On his refusal to do so, he was 
forcibly ejected and beaten by the accused. 
The latter were convicted by the Sub-Divi- 
sional Officer of Noakhali under section 323 of 
the Indian Penal Code and sentenced to pay 
a fine of Rs. 25 each. The accused then 
moved the Sessions Judge of Neokhali who 
made a reference to the High Court under 
section 438 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. 


Babu Bhayirath Chumli a Das, for the Com- 
plainant. 

Babus Mo.nmatha Nath Mukerj ee and 

Prabhat Chandra Dutt , for the Accused. 

JUDGMENT. — We think the Magistrate 
was right in convicting the accused under 
seotion 323 of the Indian Penal Code. 

There is no provision in the Railways 
Act for ejecting passengers except in certain 
circumstances, such as are specified in seotion 
1-0. Section 122 of the Railways Act of 
1890 is^ not applicable to this case. The 
term “railway” as defined in section 3, 
olause ^(4), excludes railway carriage. The 
term rolling stock” as defined in seotion 
3, clause (10), includes it. There is no 
provision corresponding to section 3, sub- 
clause (10), in the old Acts of 1854 and 
1879. Section 68 prohibits travelling with- 
out a pass or ticket, hut so to travel 


without intent to defraud is not a criminal 
offence. Here there is a distinct finding 
that there was no fraudulent intent. Section 
113 provides that a person so travelling 
shall he liable to pay on demand by any 
railway servant an excess charge. This 
section corresponds to sections 31. and 82 
of Act IV of 1879. It is to be noticed 
that there was no provision in the Act of 
1879 for payment of an excess charge, 
which is somewhat in the nature of a 
penalty. Taking that provision in connec- 
tion with the fact that travelling in a 
railway carriage without a ticket, but with- 
out fraudulent intent, has not been made 
punishable, we think that the Magistrate 
has taken an entirely correct view of the law. 
Pratub Daji v. Bombay Broda v. 4* Central 
India Bail way Co. (1) was a civil case which 
arose out of a claim for damages for wrong- 
ful detention and removal of a passenger. 
It was decided under the old Act, which 
has since been amended and altered. The 
expression railway” in section 122, as 
already stated, does not include a railway 
carriage. In addition to the definitions, a 
comparison of seotion 120 and section 122 
leads to the same conclusion. Railway 
servants are public servants. They are to act 
within the four corners of their statutory 
powers. It was held in Butler v. Manchester , 
Sheffield and Lincolnshire Bailway Co., (2), by 
Lord Esher, M. R., that no one had any right 
to lay hands forcibly on a passenger in the 
absence of some legal authority to do so. 
Bindley, L. J., and Lopes, L. J., agreed in that 
view' and held that the Company’s servants 
were not justified, in the absence of any by- 
law or regulation, in laying hands on a 
passenger. 

The main and primary purpose of sections 
68 and 69 of the Indian Railways Act is 
to prevent persons from travelling in fraud 
of the Company without having paid the 
necessary fare, and that the obligation to 
show the ticket, when required, is subsidiary 
only to such primary purpose. Travelling 
without a ticket is not a criminal offence, 
as has keen repeatedly held in this Court. 
It is the frequent practice of ticket- 
checkers to take money and issue tickets 



(1) 1 It. 52; 1 I nd. Dec. (n. r.) 31. 

(2) (lSb«) 21 l.) It. D. : 07; 00 L. T.S9; 67 L. J. 
504; 30 W. It. JiOj 52 J. P. Oil. 
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to passengers, who may have got into a 
train in a hurry, without tickets, as appears 
from the evidence. In this case the com- 
plainant was perfectly willing and offered 
to pay the fare together with any excess 
that might be chargeable. Under the 
circumstances, it would be absurd to holi 
that the ticket-checkers concerned were 
legally justified in committing the acts 
charged against them. The least that can 
be said about the acts complained of is 
that they were extremely high-handed. 
The complaint was that the accused had 
abused the complainant and got him out 
by force and kicked him and given him 
a beating, that he was kept confined the 
whole night and was released the next 
day. The learned Magistrate has found the 
two accused guilty under section 323 of 
the Indian Penal Code, and gave them 
his benefit of his doubt »s regards the 
charge under section 3l2. The learned 
Magistrate has also found that the injuries 
on the person of the complainant were 
caused by voluntary blows and that those 
blows were given by the accused with their 
fists. It is clear that the accused used 
more force than was necessary for the pur- 
pose of removal. The learned Sessions 
Judge says that, although it is not a case 
of trespass as defined in the Penal Code, 
it is at least a civil trespass, and that the 
owners are entitled to use their common 
law rights. This is due to his having over- 
looked the position of a Railway Company 
and its servants. He has overlooked the 
fact that they as such cannot, in a case 
like this, claim common law rights. Where 
is there again a * common law right” to 
inflict blows on a man with fists if he refuses 
to move ? 

Ticket collectors and checkers are ex- 
pected to conduct themselves with restraint 
and self-control. We are disposed to think 
that they have been leniently dealt with 
in this case, and refuse the reference. The 
judgment of the Magistrate, we may add, 
is characterized by great ability and care. 

Conviction upheld . 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 42 of 1916. 

April 18, 1916. 

Present’.— Mr Stuart, J. C. 

BANSI DHAR— Accused — Applicant 

versus 

EMPEROR —Prosecutor — Respondent. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act Y of 1898J, 110, 

367 —Evidence -Appellate Court , duty of— Judgment , 
nature of Findings to be supported by reasons — 
Evidence , examination of. 

It is the duty of an Appellate Criminal Court 
to show by its judgment that it has duly weighed 
and examined the evidence against the accused, 
has appreciated the points both for and against 
him, and has brought a judicial mind to bear 
upon the case. Its findings must be supported by 
reasons, however brief they may be. [p. 298, col. J.j 
Where the judgment of a District Magistrate 
was, “It is obvious that if one quarter of the 
evidence for the prosecution is true, and I see 
no reason to doubt that it is, the appellant is a 
most proper person to be bound over under section 
110, Criminal Procedure Code.’’ 

Held , that it was no judgment at all and could 
not stand, [p. 298, col. l.J 

Criminal revision against the order of the 
District Magistrate, Sitapur, dated the 27th 
March 1916, upholding that of the Deputy 
Magistrate, Sitapur, dated the 27th February 

1916. 

Mr. St. George Jackson , for the Applicant. 
The Government Pleader, for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an application in 
revision against an order of the District 
Magistrate of Sitapur passed on appeal from 
an order of a Magistrate under which the 
applicant was directed to furnish security 
for good behaviour under section 110, Code 
of Criminal Procedure. In revision I am not 
disposed to question the findings of a Court 
of Appeal a9 to the value of evidence, and 
had the District Magistrate arrived at a 
finding stating which of the witnesses he 
believed on the one side or the other, I 
should not have been inclined to interfere 
with such a finding in revision, because the 
reasons given were brief. But in this par- 
ticular case it is difficult to see that there 
is a finding at all. The learned District 
Magistrate says: “it is obvious that if one 
quarter of the evidence for the prosecution 
is true, and I see no reason to doubt that 
it is, ihe appellant is a most proper person 
to be bound over under section 110, Cri- 
minal Procedure Code.” Had the District 
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Magistrate stated that he found that certain 
witnesses for the prosecution were telling 
the truth specifying who those witnesses 
were I should take no exception to his 
conclusions. But I cannot regard the finding 
in question as satisfactory. A case similar 
to this came before Mr. Justice Tudball in 
February of this year, Sarwan v. Emperor 
(1). Mr. Justice Tudball stated therein: 
‘ The law gives a person in the position of 
the present applicant a right of appeal to 
the District Magistrate. He is in simple 
justice entitled to have the evidence in the 
case against him duly weighed and examined, 
and it is the duty of the District Magistrate 
to show by his judgment that he has done 
so; has appreciated the point both for and 
against the appellant and has brought a 
judicial mind to bear upon the oase.” 

As the appeal has, in my opinion, not 
been properly tried it must be re-tried accord- 
ing to law, and while setting aside the order 
of the District Magistrate 1 consider it advis- 
able that the hearing of the case should be 
sent to another Court. I accordingly direct 
that the hearing of this appeal be transferred 
to the Court of the District Magistrate of 
Lucknow. 

Cause remanded. 

(1) 33 I ml. Cas. 047; 14 A. L. J. 270; 17 Cr. L. J. 
167. 


his act rendered the water less fit for drinking might 
be small, [p. 299, col 1.] 

Empress v. Eamlia Makar , 3 C. P. L. R. 92, distin- 
guished. 

In re Pnnni Besoyi, 1 Weir 231, relied upon. 

Criminal revision against the order of 
the District Magistrate, Chhindwara, dated 
the 15th May 19 i <5, confirming the con* 
viction and reduoing the sentence passed 
by the Tahsildar and Magistrate, 2nd class, 
Chhindwara, on the 6th April 1916. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. R. Di.vit, for the 
Applicant. 

Mr. G. P. Dick (Standing Counsel), for 
the Crown. 

JUDGMENT — The applicant has been 
convicted of an offence under section 277, 
Indian Penal Code, for spitting into a 
well. I here was a complaint made by 
one Punaram against the applicant’s son 
of spitting into the well. This annoyed 
the applicant and he himself spat into 
the well. 

It has been proved that th« well be- 
longs to Pah lad Patel who allows the 
public to use the water for drinking pur- 
poses. As held in Reg. v. Wellard (1), a 
place is a public place if people are allowed 
access to it, though there may be no legal 
right to it. So, a well is a public well, if 
people are allowed to use its water. It has 
been found that the well is the source of 
drinking water in the plague camp. This 

disposes of the first contention raised on behalf 
of the applicant. 


NAGPUR JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 155 ok 1916. 
September 4, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Mittra, Officiating, A. J. C. 
RAMK ARAN L AL — Accost i>- Applicant. 

versus 


E M P E RO R — Prose goto r — R es po n d e n t 

Penal Code ( Act XLV of I860), 8. 277 —Public place 
— Public well — Spitting into well — U(fcnrc. 

A place is a public place if people are allowed 
access to it, though there may ho no legal right to it 
So, ft well is a public well if people are allowed to 
use its water, [p. 298, col. 2. ] 


Reg. v. Wellard, (1884) 14 Q. H. 1). 63; 54 L. J. M. 
C. '4; 51 L. T. 604; 33 W. R. 156; 15 Cox. C. 0.559- 
49 J. P. 296, relied upon. 

Accused voluntarily spitted into a well, the water 
of which was used for drinking purposes: 


field, that he was guilty of an oll'enee under 
277 of the Penal Code, all hough the degree to 


seel ion 

which 


It is urged that a stray act of ex- 
perforation, however, objectionable, is not an 
offence under section 277, Indian Penal 
Code. The case of Empress v. Pandia Mahar 
(2) is relied upon for the applicant. There 
it was held that the expression “corrupt 
oi foul is used in a literal sense in the 
sense of physical defilement. A person of 
low caste who draws water from a public 
well, was accordingly held not to have 
committed an offence under section 277. 
Ibis case does not help the applicant in 
the least. Nobody will deny that a tum- 
bler of water is fouled by a stray act of 
expectoration and is rendered less tit for 


T u- U K D - 63; 54 L - J - M. C. 14; 61 L. 

296 J t: K 1 5t>; 1 5 Cox. C. C. 559; 49 J. P, 

(2) » C. I*. L. K, 92 , 
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drinking. It may not be possible to prove by 
chemical or bacteriological examination that 
the water is contaminated in the well by such 
an act, but I think the water is render- 
ed less fit for drinking purposes, though 
the degree to which it is rendered less 
fit might be small. The case of Punni 
Besoyi , In re (3) appears to support the view 
taken by the lower Courts. There the 
accused fished with basket nets in a tank, 
the water of which, was used for drinking. 
“The use of the baskets caused a slight 
disturbance of the mud and so made the 
water rather less fit for drinking. But 
the damage done was very slight. Ike 
conviction was upheld by the Madras High 

Court. t< 

There ie no doubt the accused volun- 
tarily” fouled the water. The conviction 
seems to me to be correct. The application 

is, therefore, dismissed. 

Application dismissed. 

(3) 1 Weir. 231. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 12 of 1917. 

March 6, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Lindsay, J. C. 
KHUSHAL and another — Accused 
— Applicants — Appe llants 

versus 

EMPEROR — Complainant — Opposite Party 

— Respondent. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 1898), s. 110 
( d.) - Extortion and mischief — Habitually bringing 
false claims in Civil Courts — Offence. 

Section 110 (d) of the Criminal Procedure Code 
does not apply to the case of a person who has 
the reputation of habitually bringing false claims in 
the Civil Courts, [p. 300, col. 1 .] 

A person who brings a claim in the Civil Court 
which he knows to be false, commits an offence 
punishable under section 209 of the Penal Code, 
but he does not by so doing commit an offence either, 
if he succeeds, of extortion, or if he fails, of attempt- 
ing to commit extortion, [p. 300, col. 1.] 

Qaneshi v. Empress, 25 P. R. 1884 Cr., relied 

upon. 

Criminal revision against the order of 
the District Magistrate, Kheri, dated the 
21st December 1916; upholding that of the 
Magistrate, Kheri, dated the 23rd November 

1916. 


Mr. St. George Jackson, for the Applicants. 
The Government Pleader, for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an application for 
revision of an appellate order of the District 
Magistrate of Kheri upholding an order 
passed by a first class Magistrate under 
section 110 of the Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure in respect of the two applicants 
Khushal and Tika Ram. It appears that 
notice was issued to these two persons to 
show cause why they should not be made 
to furnish security for their good behaviour. 
It was stated in the notice that the charges 
against them were (l)that they were habi- 
tual receivers of stolen property (2) that they 
habitually committed mischief and (3) 
habitually committed extortion. There have 
been placed before me certain papers which 
were prepared previous to the institution 
of these proceedings. From these papers it 
appears that a report was made by the 
Manager of the Court of Wards to the 
Deputy Commissioner of the Kheri District 
in whioh it was stated that these two accused 
now before me had brought six false suits 
against tenants of the village in which 
they lived. The village I am told is in one 
of the Court of Wards’ estates. It appears 
that three of the suits so instituted were 
dismissed by the Subordinate Judge: three 
others which were referred to the Manager 
of the Court of Wards as arbitrator were 
dismissed by him. The Manager seems to 
have come to the conclusion that all these 
suits were false and it was on his sugges- 
tion that criminal proceedings were initiated 
against the present two applicants. It 
appears to have been thought that the best 
way to deal with the accused was to put 
forward these six instances of suits which 
were brought and were dismissed, in order 
to make out a case of habitual extortion 
against these applicants and it was this 
incident of the bringing of these suits which 
led to the charge of habitually committing 
extortion. The Deputy Magistrate has held 
that, it having been proved that these six 
suits were instituted and that they were 
dismissed apparently on the ground that 
they were all false, he is entitled to find 
that the two applicants are habitual extor- 
tioners. The learned District Magistrate in 
his order in appeal has endorsed that opinion. 

In my judgment both the Courts below are 
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wrong. A case quite similar to the present 
one is reported in the Punjab Record for 
IS 84 [see Ganesh v. Empress (1)]. In that 
case it was pointed out by Plowden,J., 
that section 110 could not be made to 
apply to the case of the accused, even if 
it were granted that such an accused had 
the reputation of habitually bringing false 
claims in the Civil Courts. As was pointed 
out by the learned Judge a person who 
brings a claim in the Civil Court which he 
knows to be false, commits an offence 
punishable under section 209 of the Indian 
Penal Code, but he does not by so doing 
commit an offence either, if he succeeds, 
of extortion, or if he fails, of attempting to 
commit extortion. As the learned Judge 
points out the proper way to deal with a 
person, who is on sufficient grounds suppos- 
ed to have brought a false claim, is to 
prosecute him under section 20 J. It is 

quite clear to me, therefore, that so far as the 
charge of habitual extortion is concerned 
the present case cannot stand'. Then it 
seems there was also a charge of habitual- 
ly committing mischief. As regards this 
the evidence is very meagre and it seems 
as if the Magistrate who tried the case 
thought that no sufficient evidence had been 

given to support this particular charge. The 

Magistrate observes with respect to some of 
the witnesses who gave this vague evidence 
about the habitual commission of mischief 
that they were interested witnesses, and it 
appears to me that he was not disposed to 
put much reliance on their statements. As 
regards the story that the accused are 
habitual receivers of stolen property. 1 have 
examined the evidence very carefully. It 
seems to me that this charge cannot be 
supported on the evidence which was led 
l)efore the Magistrate. A number of wit- 
nesses who spoke about this reputation of the 
applicants admitted that their opinion was 
based upon the facts that several years 
before the present proceedings were brought 
a man had been arrested at the house of 
these accused who had afterwards been run 
in for theft. It was apparently supposed 
that he had come there for the purpose of 
disposing of stolen property which the«e 
accused were ready to purchase. Another 
similar instance is described by some of the 


other witnesses: taken altogether the evi- 
dence on this point seems to me to be 
practically worthless. I might add in con- 
clusion that after having perused the note 
made by the District Magistrate with respect 
to this case before it came into Court it was 
not proper for him to try the appeal, he ought 
to have had it transferred to another Court 
for disposal. I allow the application, set 
aside the order of the District Magistrate 
and direct that the applicants be discharged, 

Revision accepted. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 1c3 ok 1917. 

May 10, 1917. 

Present — Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 
PUN I T MAHTON — 1st Party — Petitioner 

versus 

SIRAJULHAQ and another — 

2nd Pakty— Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 1898), x. 145— 
Crops, dispute as to— Jurisdiction— Attachment. 

1 ho right to make collections or to appropriate the 
crops or produce of a village or shares in a village 
comes within the purview of section 145 of the Crimi- 
nal Procedure Code. [p. 301, col ?.] 

A Magistrate has jurisdiction under section 145 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code to pass an order 
i e.'-t i aining the disputing parties from interfering 
with the crops stored in the threshing tloor or to 
attach such property, [p. 302, col. 2.] 

Criminal revision from an order of the 
Magistrate, Behar (Patna). 

Messrs. Ashgar and Lakshmt Kanta Jha , for 
the Petitioner. 

Messrs. Krishna Sakai and Amir Hossain , 
for the Opposite Party. 


(1) 25 P. H. 1584 Cr. 


JUDGMBN T. — This application arises out 
of an order under section 145 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure whereby the property 
in dispute has been declared to bo in posses- 
sion of the second party. The property in 
dispute is said to bo 5 dams 16 kauris 

share in a village called Sapao Nuawan, 
Tauzi No. 1162/4. 

I he first party claimed possession over 
the aforesaid share by virtue of a* certain 
amaJdastak dated the 5th of Chait 1823, 
corresponding to 25th of March 1916, 
granted to him by one Muhammad Kasim 
and Musammat Zobaida the proprietors of 
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that property. The second parly claimed dure and fixed the 20th of March for the 
possession over 104 dams share which they hearing of any cause that might be shown 
said belonged to the aforesaid two persons, by the parties. On the 20th of March the 
by virtue of an amaldastak and patta dated parties filed written statements and upon 
the 3rd of June 1916. The 5 dams odd a consideration of the written statements 
claimed by the first party is included in the and the report of the Police the Magis- 
lOi dams claimed by the second party. trate came to the definite conclusion that 

The Magistrate’s finding is in the fol- the dispute really related to the possession 
lowing words: "My finding is that the of the share of the proprietors from whom 
second party was given the tlieka of each party claimed to hold a lease. The 

dams share for one year i <?., 1324 under Magistrate, therefore, passed the following 

the amaldastak and of 7 dams under the order: — Heard parties. This is a dispute 
registered patta for seven years and was about immoveable property. Draw proceed- 
put in possession by the registered pro- ings under section 1 45, Criminal Procedure 
prietors.” Just previous to the above find- Code, and serve on all concerned . From 
ing the Magistrate held that the evidence the aforesaid order of the Magistrate it is 
of possession adduced by the first party clear that the dispute was regarding the 

was not at all reliable, and did not prove possession of 5 dams 16 kauris share 

the possession claimed by that party. of Muhammad Kasim, and Musa minat 

The first question raised by the applicant Zobaida in village Sepao Nuawan. 
is that the orders of the Magistrate is ultra It is clear that whatever may have been the 
vires inasmuch as it relates to a certain reason for instituting the proceeding under 
share of paddy crops which is a moveable section 144 and whatever may have been 
property and not an immoveable property the manner whereby the Magistrate came 
and that section 145 does not apply to move- to know of the dispute between the parties 
able property. the proceeding actually was instituted under 

I was a member of the Bench that section 145 in respect not of the crops 
issued the Rule on the appplication of the in dispute between the parties but in respect 
petitioner and I understood that the proceed* of the possession of the aforesaid 5 dams 
ings under section 145 were instituted in 16 kauris. 

respect of the paddy crops stored in the I, therefore, hold that the Magistrate 
khalian and not in respect of any ira* had jurisdiction to take action under section 

moveable property. This impression found 145 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
support in the first paragraph of the judg* The second contention of the learned 
ment of the^ Court below where it was Counsel for the applicant is that the 
stated that ‘ there existed a dispute likely proce ediug is without jurisdiction inasmuch 
to cause a breach of the peace between the ag re j ates to a share of village and does 
parties aforenamed with regard to the not re j ate to the entire village or to any 
appropriation of the share of the paddy spec ifi c lands in the village which could 
crops of 5 bighas 16 kauiis interest in village, demarC ated or delineated by means of 

etc.” boundaries. This contention is probably 

The dispute, no doubt, came to light on based upon the expression used in section 
account of the crops stored in the khalian 145, namely, concerning any land or water 
and the Police reported that there was a or boundaries thereof . The above ex- 
danger of a breach of the peace. The pression is to be read with clause 2 to 

report sets out the history of the dispute section 145 which says that land or water 

and is clear from that report that the includes among other things crops or other 
dispute between the parties was regarding produce of land, and the rents or profits 
the collection of rents of the share belong- of any such property. There is to my 

ing to the owners from whom both parties mind, therefore, no doubt that the right to 

claimed to have the disputed share in lease. make collections or to appropriate the 
Upon the Police report of the 2nd of March crops or produce of a village or shares 
1917 the Magistrate issued an order under in a village properly comes within the pur- 
seotion 144 of the Code of Criminal Proce- view of section 145. 
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I am fortified in this view by the 
decision in Abhayessari Debt v Shidhessari 
Debi (1) where it was distinctly held that 
a dispute as to the right to collect rents 
was a dispute concering tangible immoveable 
property within the meaning of section 145 
of the Criminal Procedure Code. This 
decision followed the earlier decision in 
P rnmatha Bhusa.ua Deb Roy v. Doorga Churn 
Bhattaeharji (2). The contention that these 
decisions apply only to a dispute regarding 
the collection of rent in respect of an entire 
village and not of a share or shares of a 
particular village does not appear to me 
to be sound, particularly in a case where 
the share in dispute is separate from the 
other shares in the village and where each 
party claims to be in exclusive possession 
and not in joint possession of the share. 
It appears from the evidence of witness 
No. 1 on behalf of the petitioner himself 
that the collection of this share is quito 
separate from the other shares in the 
village. The witness referred to above 
is the patwari of the village and there 
is no reason why his evidence should not 

he accepted regarding the mode of collection 

in the village as a matter of fact nothing 

has been shown on behalf of the patitioner 
to the contrary. 

I, therefore, hold that the Magistrate had 
jurisdiction to initiate proceedings under 
section 145 of the Code of Criminal Proce- 
dure in respect of the dispute as to the 
possession of the share in question. 

The next contention of (ho learned 

Counsel on behalf of the petitioner is that 

the Magistrate had no jurisdiction to direct 

the attachment of the crops which wore 

not standing on any portion of land 

situated within the share in dispute but 

were at the time that the order was 

passed stored in the threshing floor. It 

appears that it appearod to the Folico that 

there was danger of a breach of the peace 

regarding the crops stored in the khalian 

and the Police reported to the Magistrate 

for action being taken under section 144 

of the Code of Criminal Procedure and in 

the meantime the Police kept watch over 

the crops so that they may not ho removed 
by either party. 

(1) 1G C. 513; 8 Ind. Dec. (n. r.) 339. 

(2) 11 C. 413; 5 Ind. Doc. (n. s.) 1035. 


The Magistrate on the 7th of March on 
the report of the Polica passed the following 
order “* * * in the mean- 

time the Police to see that no breach of 
the peace takes place.” On the 9th of 
March the Magistrate passed an order for 
the issue of notices under section 144 on 
the parties. 

In these two orders the Magistrate did 
not make any direction regarding the crops. 
On the 20th of March when the Magistrate 
finally passed his order for taking proceed- 
ings under seotion 145 instead of seotion 
144 the Magistrate made the following 
order as regards the crops: “Under clause 
4 to section 145, Criminal Procedure Code, 
I attach the subject-matter of dispute and 
direct the Police concerned to keep the 
paddy standing thereupon in charge of a 
responsible person.” The order of attachment 
of the Magistrate only related to the subject- 
matter of dispute i. c. 5 dams 16 kauris 
share and not to the crops in question. 
As regards the crops his direction was that 
the Police should keep the paddy standing 
on the property in dispute in charge of 
some responsible person. From the sum- 
mary of the proceedings taken in connection 
with the crops and the orders passed by 
Magistrate referred to above I think that 
there was no order by the Magistrate 
attaching the crops. Under seotion 144 
the Magistrate had power to direct any 
person to abstain from a certain aot; and 
thus, in my opinion, the Magistrate had 
in this case power to order the parties 
to refrain from interfering with the crops 
in any way. 1 think that the order 
restraining the disputing parties from 
interfering with the crops implied that the 
Police should see that the crops were not 
in any way removed by any body. The 
action of the Police and of the Magistrate 
in keeping the crops in charge of a 
responsible person, therefore, appears to 

ha within the powers vested by sections 
144 and 145. 

% ^ 10 contention of the learned 

Counsel is that the crops should be 

directed to be placed in the khalian 

where they were found as the khalian is 

not in dispute but is outside the vil« 
mge. 

% 

^ ben by the final order under section 
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145 possession has been declared to be 
with the second party, the crops being 
the profits of the property in dispute 
belong to the second party. The first 
party is found not to be in possession of 
the share in dispute and cannot, therefore, 
claim the crops in question. The order 
of the Magistrate making over the crops 
to the second party was also, therefore, a 
proper order after the adjudication of 
possession of the disputed property in favour 
of the second party. 

I, therefore, decline to interfere with the 

4 

order made by the Magistrate and I dismiss 
this application. 

Application dismissed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 952 of 1916. 

January 10, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir George Knox, Kt. 

MATHURA PRASAD — Applicant 

versus 

EMPEROR — Opposite Party. 

Penal Code ( Act XLV oj 1860), s. 408— Criminal 
misappropriation — Retention of money entrusted to 
serva nt — Offence — Proof. 

The retention of money by a servant or clerk for 
fifteen months after its receipt raises a very serious 
doubt of bona fides against him, but the mere reten- 
tion is not conclusive proof of criminal misappropria- 
tion or criminal breach of trust, [p. 304, col. 2.] 

Emperor v. Kadir Baksh, 8 Ind. Cas. 687; 8 A. L. J. 
88; 33 A. 249; 11 Cr. L. J. 699, distinguished. 

Criminal revision from an order of the 
Sessions Judge, Allahabad, dated the 4th 
December 1916. 

Messrs. G. Dillon , U . S. Bajpai and Ram 
Narain , for the Applicant. 

Mr. R. Malcomson (Assistant Government 
Advocate), for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. — Mathura Prasad has been 
oonvicted of an offence under section 408, 
Indian Penal Code. He appealed from the 
Court of first Instance to the Court of the 
Sessions Judge of Allahabad, who dismissed 
the appeal. He comes here in revision. 
Speaking generally the findings of the Court 
below are accepted in revision; but there is 
nothing to prevent this Court from going 
into the evidence if occasion arises to doubt 


the findings arrived at by the Courts below 
upon the facts before them. In the present 
case the judgment of the learned Sessions 
Judge does not give one much help in de- 
termining the case, and the Assistant Govern- 
ment Advocate very properly laid before 
me the judgment of the Joint Magistrate 
who has gone very fully into the evidence 
before him. But on hearing that judgment 
it seemed to me that there was reason to 
apprehend that the learned Joint Magis- 
trate had relied for his decision of the case 
rather upon the weakness of the defence 
than upon the completeness of the prosecu- 
tion. Briefly put, the facts are as follows: 
On the 21st of May 1915 Mathura Prasad, 
who was at the time sarbarakar of an estate 
known as Chilonda Estate, received certain 
moneys handed over to him by Parmeshar 
Dial who in turn had received them from 
a Pleader called Gajadhar Prasad as costs 
which had been given in a case in favour 
of the Chilonda Estate. The Chilonda Estate 
forms part of an endowment founded by 
Rani Gomti Bibi. This fact is admitted by 
the accused. It is also admitted by him 
that the moneys in question were not de- 
posited in the treasury of the estate until 

the 12th of September 1916. There is 

evidence which has not been contravened 
that in the interval between the 10th of 
April 1916 and the 12th of September 1916 
Sardar Santokh Singh, who is a Deputy 
Superintendent of Police in the Criminal 
Investigation Department, while engaged in 
investigating into another case quite apart 
from the present and in no way connected 
with it found that these moneys had been 
received by Mathura Prasad and had not 
at the time when he was investigating, 
namely, on the 16th of April 1916, been 

deposited in the treasury of the estate. The 
evidence against the accused consists of 
statements made by Sardar Santokh Singh 
the Investigating Officer, Gajadhar Prasad 
the Vakil who had paid the money in the 
first instance to Parmeshar Dial, and Par- 
meshar Dial who paid the money over to 
Mathura Prasad, Gaya Prasad, siaha nawis 
of the estate, Budhu Lai who swears to 
the deposit of Rs. 115-7-0 in the treasury 
of the estate on the 12th of September 
1916, and Inspector Piare Nath Bannerji 
who investigated the present case. Nothing 
further of any importance so far as the 
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prosecution is concerned was elicited from 
these witnesses. The Joint Magistrate con- 
sidered that a prima Jacie case had been 
made out against Mathura Prasad and 
called upon him for an explanation. He says 
that he took these moneys to the treasurer 
on the 16th of October 1915 and the 
treasurer told him that Babu Gaya Prasad, 
who apparently is the manager cf thisendowed 
estate, had given verbal orders that no money 
of Mauza Chilonda should be deposited. He 
goes on to say that he deposited the money in 
the custody of the treasurer Murli Dhar. In 
this matter he is supported by the evi- 
dence of Murli Dhar that the money was 
returned to him in January or February 
1916 and that he finally deposited the money 
on the 12th of September 1916. He gives 
certain reasons for not having deposited 
the money between the 21st of May, 1915 
and 16th of October 1915, namely, that he 
had to get in the revenue, and that in 
July 1915 his brother became very ill, and 
was again ill in April 1916 and died on 
the 5th of June 1916. I may at once 
say that in this part of the case 1 
agree with the learned Joint Magistrate 
that the explanation given of the delay 
between the 2 1st of May 1915 and the 
16th of October 1915 is very flimsy. But 
the first question in every criminal case is 
is the Court satisfied that the prosecution 
have placed beyond reasonable doubt the 
offence with which they have charged the 
accused, what the prosecution in the pre- 
sent case say is sufficient to establish an 
offence under section 408, Indian Penal Code, 
is that the accused being a servant was 
entrusted with this Rs. 115-7 0 and that he 
retained the money in his possession for 
more than a year. No evidence has been 
put forward pointing to a distinct act 
or acts of criminal breach of trust in 
respect of this money. In fact it was con- 
tended on behalf of the prosecution that 
there was no necessity for the prosecution 
to prove the actual mode of criminal breach 
of trust or criminal misappropriation, and 
in support of this contention they put forward 
the case of Emperor v. Kadir Buksh (1). 
The case, however, put forward differs in 
one very marked respect from the case before 
me. Kadir Bakhsh was a peon entrusted 


(1) 8 I iid. Cns. 687; 8 A. I,. J. 88; 33 A. 240- 1 1 f 
L- J • OU'J. ’ 
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with summonses to witnesses and with diet 
money per witness. He returned the sum- 
monses unserved but not the money. Now 
the course of procedure for peons entrusted 
with the serving of summonses is laid down 
by definite rules which are well-known. 
There is a rule definitely saying that a 
peon of this kind returning summonses un- 
served must deposit with a nazir the money 
which he received for this purpose and which 
has not been paid out. The learned Judges who 
decided the case of Emperor v. Kadir 
Baksh (1) rely in their judgment upon the 
provisions of section 114 of the Indian Evi- 
dence Act. It is true that a Court may presume 
the existence of a fact which it thinks likely 
to have happened, regard being had to the 
common course of natural events, human 
conduct, and public and private business, 
in their relation to the facts of the particular 
case. Its terms are very wide and as re- 
gards private business one cannot omit from 
consideration what is known to be too often 
the practice regarding moneys received on 
account of a private firm. In the present 
case the estate is a private estate. No 
attempt has been made on the part of the 
prosecution to prove that any rule of the 
estate, or any contract, express or implied, 
lay between the estate and Mathura Prasad 
regarding the time and the manner in which 
all such moneys were to be deposited. It is 
easy to say that they should be deposited with- 
out delay, but that must be a matter of 
proof as much as any other matter of 
fact in the case. Retention of moneys for 
fifteen months after receipt undoubtedly raises 
a very serious doubt of bona fides against 
an accused, but the mere retention is 
not conclusive proof of criminal misap- 
propriation or criminal breach of trust. Jn 
the present case it is alleged that there 
were moneys due to Mathura Prasad, and 
there is evidence that something like 
Rs. 300 had been paid to him at any rate one 
month before the deposit of this Rs. 115 
to re-pay the moneys due. This matter 
should have been more worked out by the pro- 
secution, and it ought to have been shown how 
long these moneys had been due to him. 
Unfortunately there is nothing on the record 
to show whether these debts due to him 
were of long standing or merely of yesterday. 

I he accused from the very first opened his 
hand and said “1 was paying the mouoy 
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in within four months, but the treasury 
refused to take it on the ground that it 
had received orders from the manager not 
to receive moneys of the Chilonda Estate.” 
The prosecution knew what they had exactly 
to prove, that the witnesses whom they put 
forward should depose to the procedure in 
this private estate regarding the time when 
moneys had to be deposited. They could with- 
out any difficulty have sent for the manager 
Gaya Prasad and put him into the witness- 
box and definitely ascertained whether he ad- 
mitted or denied such orders having been 
issued. It is quite within the bonds of pos- 
sibility that if Gaya Prasad were sent for 
now and examined as a witness in the case, he 
might on oath affirm that there were such 
orders in existence, and why they had been 
issued- There is nothing on the record 
on which beyond probability a Court should 
infer that no such orders had ever been 
given and that there were no reasons for 
issuing such orders. Again, there was more 
than one opportunity in which the prose- 
cution might have asked the witnesses pro- 
duced by them on these points which 
must have been well known. But no such 
question was asked. It is a matter of 
experience which cannot be overlooked that 
procedure regarding deposit of moneys and 
dealing with moneys in private firms is often 
very lax and loose. Of course whether 
Gaya Prasad’s evidence was to be believed 
could only be arrived at when his evidence 
were on the record and was open to con- 
sideration. He was not sent for in the 
present case, and it is contended that it 
was not for the prosecution to produce him 
but it was for the accused to have called 
him in defence. I have carefully considered 
this point. Looking to the present case 
where there is no evidence before me that 
the accused disposed of this money or at- 
tempted <o dispose of it in some way other 
than that in which he was bound to do, 
the burden, in my opinion, still rested upon 
the prosecution to place before the Court 
beyond reasonable doubt that the evidence 
was sufficient to be conclusive proof that 
criminal breach of trust had been com- 
mitted. As I said at the beginning of 
this judgment, the prosecution relied upon 
the bare retention which has been 
challenged by the defence, the latter having 
given a certain amount of evidence to show 

2 3 


that the retention was not for sixteen months 
as alleged by the prosecution, coupled with 
the weakness of the explanation given by 
the accused. I think there is room for 
doubt, and the accused must be given the 
benefit of that doubt. 1 accordingly set aside 
the conviction and sentence. The fine, if 
paid, will be refunded. The bail-bond is 
discharged. 

Conviction set aside. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Criminal Revision Case No. 232 of 1917, 

May 28, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Chevis. 

MEWA SINGH — Convict — Appellant 

versus 

EMPEROR — Respondent. 

Penal Code {Act XLV of 1860), s. 457 — Burglary — 
Accused found along with others in possession of stolen 
property — Benefit of doubt. 

The accused was charged with an offence under 
section 457, Indian Penal Code. The evidence showed 
that two burglaries were committed in village B., that 
tracks of four men were followed from a place near the 
village, but later on they changed into the tracks of a 
mare and two men. A short distance further on the 
mare’s tracks went off in one direction and the men’s 
tracks were followed to village D., when the accused 
was arrested along with certain others in possession 
of certain bundles which were found to contain the 
stolen property: 

Held, that the mere fact that the accused was with 
the party in village D. did not prove that he was one 
of the burglars and that the case against him being 
doubtful he was entitled to an acquittal, [p. 306, col. 2. j 

Appeal from the order of the Additional 
Sessions Judge, Sialkot (at Gu.jranwala), 
dated the 17th February 1917, convicting the 
appellant. 

Mr. Zafrulla Khan and Mian Muhammad 
Sharif , for the Appellant. 

JUDGMENT. — This judgment will cover 
the connected appeal of Juman (Criminal 
Appeal No. 382 of 1917) who with Mewa 

Singh has been convicted in this case under 
section 457. By reason of previous convic- 
tions, Juman has been sentenced to ten 
years’ rigorous imprisonment and Police 
surveillance after release. Mewa has been 
sentenced to one year’s imprisonment as it is 
his first conviction. 

The evidence clearly proves that two 
burglaries were committed one night in 
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Bhond village, and jewelry was stolen from 
one house and clothes, ghee , etc., from the 
other. The tracking party followed the 
tracks of four men from a place near the 
village where some half eaten melons and an 
earthen pot were lying. Later on the tracks 
altered to the tracks of a mare and two men. 
Later on the mare’s tracks went off in one 
direction, and the party followed the foot 
tracks to Dhoda village, where some men 
were found seated in a garden, with some 
bundles. The tracking party, having got 
assistance, captured Buta Singh and Sardara, 
and (according to the evidence) Mewa Singh 
also, and Hari Singh went off to the thma 
and brought back the Police, but before the 
Police arrived Mewa Singh had escaped. In 
the bundles the Police found property which 
was identified as part of that stolen in the 
burglaries. 

Buta Singh and Sardara were tried and 
convicted. Now Juman and Mewa Singh 
have been also tried and convicted, and both 
have appealed. 

Juman was not found in the garden by the 
tracking party, but there is ample evidence 
that he had been in Dhoda village that 
morning. If he and Mewa Singh as well 
as Buta Singh and Sardara were all concern- 
ed in the burglaries, then it must have been 
their tracks which were traoed from near 
Bhond village. But here L find a difficulty 
which the learned Sessions Judge seems to 
have overlooked. After a time the thieves 
got hold of a mare. Whether a fifth man 
brought the mare, or whether the mare had 
been left tethered somewhere is not clear, 
but the evidence of Kesar, < Satisi (see page 75), 
is that when the party passed him thero 
were four men, two ridinc', one of whom was 
Buta Singh, and two walking, one of whom 
was Juman. So apparently no fifth person 
had joined the party. Later on the mare 
leaves the party, and the trackers now follow 
the footsteps of three men into Dhoda 
village (see the evidence of Kheru, page 50 
of the Session’s record). So it appears that 
one of the four thieves went off elsewhere 
with the mare, and we have no evidence on 
the record, as far as I can discover, to show 
* ourth man ever entered Dhoda 

village. So we must not assume that of a 
party of four men in Dhoda all four were 
thieves. 


As regards Mewa Singh, the learned 
Sessions Judge has made a slip in saying 
that Kesar says he recognized Mewa Singh. 
Kesar says he recognized Buta Singh and 
Juman, but not the other two. Hari Singh 
says Kesar also named Mewa Singh, but this 
appears to be a bit of embroidery on Hari 
Singh’s part. 

There is plenty of evidence to show that 
Mewa Singh was with Juman, Sardara and 
Buta Singh in Dhoda village, but the only 
witness who swears to having seen him 
with the others at any other place is Roda, 
P. W. No. 8, who lives a mile from Bhond, 
and says that the evening before the burglary 
Juman, Buta Singh and two others came to 
his well. He says it was one watch after 
nightfall, and it was a dark night, but he 
professes to recognize Mewa Singh as one 
of the other two, though he had never seeu 
him before. This is not at all convincing. 
As I have pointed out, one of the four thieves 
went off with the mare, and so there is no 
proof that more than three of the four enter- 
ed Dhoda village. So the mere fact that 
Mewa was with the party in Dhoda is no 
proof that ho was one of the burglars. He 
may have joined the other three in Dhoda 
village. No doubt he was caught in the 
garden, and was named in the first 
report. But of the three men caught he 
alone escaped before the Police arrived, and 
I fancy the Dodha men prooured his esoape 
because they knew he was innooent. Had 
the Dhoda men really interfered in force they 
could presumably have seoured the escape of 
Buta Singh and Sardara as well. 

I think the case as against Mewa Singh 
extremely doubtful and I shall accept his 
appeal. 

As to Juman there is, I eousider, ample 
evidence that he was with the thieves both 
on the way to Dhoda village and also in the 
village, though he was lucky enough or 
shrewd enough not to be caught with the 
others in the garden. The defence evidence 
is worthless. I shall dismiss his appeal. 

The appeal of Mewa Singh I aooept and 
reversing conviction and sentence I acquit 
him and order him to bo released. 

Appeal accepted. 
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ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
Criminal (Government) Appeal No. 193 

of 1917. 

April 12, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir P. C. Banerji, Kt., and 

Mr. Justice Piggott. 

EMPEROR — Applicant 

versus 

Mulla HASHIM ALI — Opposite Party. 

U.P. Municipalities Act (II of 1916), ss. 2 (2), 185, 
186 — “Building”, meaning of — Notice under s. 86, whe- 
ther necessary before conviction under s. 185 — Erection 
of building after lapse of sanction — Prosecution. 

The issuing of a notice by the Board under the 
provisions of section 186 of the U. P. Municipalities 
Act is not a condition precedent to the institution 
of a prosecution under section 185. [p. 308, col. 2.] 

In a case in which a person allows a sanction by 
the Municipal Board to erect a building to lapse and 
then proceeds to set up the building without giving 
fresli notice or submitting any fresh application to 
the Municipal Board, a prosecution for an offence 
against the Act is a more appropriate remedy than 
an order for the demolition of the building, [p. 308, 
cols. 1 & 2.] 

A tin-roofed shed erected in front of a shop 
is a “shed” and also a “roofed structure” within 
the meaning of the definition of the word “building” 
in section 2, clause (2), of the Municipalities Act. [p. 
308, col. 1.] 

Criminal appeal by the Local Government 
against the acquittal order of the Special 
Magistrate, 2nd class, Lalitpur, dated the 
14th of December 1916. 

FACTS appear from the judgment. 

Mr. E. Ryves (Government Advocate), for 
the Crown. — Notice under section 186 of 
the U. P. Municipalities Act is not a condition 
precedent to a prosecution under section 
185 of the Act. The powers conferred on 
the Board by these two sections are not 
interdependent. It is just possible that a 

building may be quite unobjectionable and 
still it may contravene the provisions of 
section 185. If the view of the Magis- 
trate is upheld it is tantamount to holding 
that a Municipal Board cannot prosecute for 
a seemingly clear breach of the law without 
first giving a notice to demolish a building 
which may otherwise be unobjectionable. In 
this case the Board had given sanction for 
the erection of the shed in question but 
that sanction was allowed to lapse. The 
erection was made after one year without 
notice or any fresh application to the 
Board. 

Mr. Sital Prasad Ghose , for the Oppo- 
site Party, supported the judgment of the 
Magistrate and contended that the erection 
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of a tin shed did not come withiu the de- 
finition of “building.” A tin shed erected in 
front of a shop was a merely temporary shelter 
and not a permanent shed or roofed 
structure. 

Mr. E. Ryves was not called upon to reply. 

JUDGMENT.— This is an appeal which 
the Local Government have felt it their 
duty in the public interests to file against 
the order of a Special Magistrate sitting at 
Lalitpur, who has acquitted one Mulla 
Hashim Ali on a prosecution alleging 
against him an offence under section 185 of 
the Municipalities Act (Local Act II of 
1916). The allegation against Hashim Ali 
was that he had erected a tin roofed shed 
in front of a certain shop, of which he 
was the tenant, within the limits of the 
Municipality of Lalitpur and that he had 
done this without obtaining the sanction 
of the Board. The case was defended upon 
various grounds in the Court below. It 
was suggested that as a matter of fact sanc- 
tion had been obtained by one Chaube 
Chaturbhuj, the owner of the house. We 
have found it necessary to look into the 
evidence on this point. We think it 
is clear that on the 30th of July 1915, 
the Municipal Board of Lalitpur 
parsed a resolution which had the effect of 
conveying to Chaube Chatarbhuj their sanc- 
tion to the erection of a shed of this descrip- 
tion on the locality in question. Under the 
Municipalities Act itself, as well as under 
the bye-laws, such a sanction would remain 
in force for one year. The case for the 
prosecution is that the building in question 
was erected after the expiration of one year. 
The accused endeavoured to prove that the 
erection had actually been commenced and 
completed on the 27th of July 1916, or just 
within one year. It has been necessary for 
us to examine the evidence on this point, 
but we agree with the learned Magistrate 
that the defence evidence is unreliable. The 
statement of the conservancy darogha is 
corroborated by one of his own subordinates 
and by the fact that he actually reported 
the construction of this building on the 6th 

of August 1916. It may be taken as a 
satisfactory proof that the shed had in fact 
been erected on the 5th of August 1916. It 
was also suggested in the Court below, as 
well as here, that the construction in ques- 
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tion was not a “building” within the defini- 
tion contained in section 2, clause (2) of the 
aforesaid Act We think there can be no 
doubt that it was a ‘ shed” and also a 
roofed structure,” within the meaning of 
that section. As a matter of fact Chaube 
Chatarbhuj had applied for sanction as 
already stated, but the sanction had 
lapsed. So far everything we have said 
is in agreement with the view taken 
by the learned Magistrate. The reason why 
the trial in that Court ended in an acquittal 
is that the learned Magistrate felt himself 
troubled by a curious question of law. He 
refers to the provisions of section 1S6 of the 
Municipalities Act, according to which the 
Board may at any time,” in a case like 
the present, by issuing a written notice, re- 
quire any person in the position of Hashim 
Ali to demolish a building set up by him 
without the sanction of the Board, or in 
contravention of the terms of such sanction 
granted to him. The learned Magistrate 
has taken the view that, by reason of these 
provisions, i r was absolutely necessary for 
the Municipal Board to issue a notice re- 
quiring Hashim Ali to demolish this build- 


application to the Municipal Board. In such 
circumstances as this, a prosecution for an 
offence against the act was a more appro- 
priate remedy than an order for the demoli- 
tion of the building. We are quite satisfied 
that the issuing of a notice by the Board 
under the provisions of section 186 of the 
Municipalities Act is not a condition pre- 
cedent to the institution of a prosecution 
under section 185. The reason given by 
the learned Magistrate, therefore, for ac- 
quitting the accused in this case is unsatis- 
factory and his view of the law mistaken. 
We must set aside the order of acquittal, 
and in lieu thereof we record the convic- 
tion of Mulla Hashim Ali for an offence 
under section 185 of the United Provinces 
Municipalities Act. We think that under the 
circumstance it would be quite sufficient for 
us to sentence him to pay a fine of Rs. 5 
(rupees five) and we order accordingly. 

Order set aside . 


ing before they prosecuted him for having 
erected it. There is really nothing in the 
terms of sections 185 and 186 of the Munici- 
palities Act to support this view. The 
powers conferred on the Board by these 
two sections are intended to be used in the 
alternative, according as the necessities of 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 
Criminal Revision Cask No. 1851 ok 1916, 

April 28, 1917. 

Present : —Air. Justice Chevis. 
KAKU — Complainant — Petitioner 


a particular case may require. A building 
may be quite unobjectionable ir. its nature 
and yet its erection without the previous 
sanction of the Board may be an offence 
against the law. To hold that a Municipal 
Board cannot vindicate its authority against 
such a breach of the law, without first 
ordering the demolition of an otherwise un- 
objectionable building, is to place a forced 
and illiberal construction on the Statute and 
would lead to consequences not desirable in 
the public interests. In the present case, 
for instance, the Municipal Board had shown 
that it was ready to sanction the erection 
of a shed on the locality in question, and 
had actually granted sanction for the pur- 
pose, but there had been a contravention of 
the law on the part of Hashim Ali, in that 
he had allowed that sanction to lapse and 
then proceeded to set up this shed without 
giving fresh notice or submitting any fresh 


1IARNAMAN alias HARI UA8 and others 

— Respondents. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act 1 ' oj 1898),$. 145, 
scopr (t f -Order of ejectment, whether comjH'tcnt— Magis- 
trate, whether can decide claims to hold possession 'and 
reap crops - I rreg ula rity—Ju ri>diction—R<' vision— High 
Court , power of interference of. 

Tho scope of section 145 of the Criminal Prove- 
d»re Code is merely a determination of actual pos- 
session for the purpose of preventing a breach of 
the peace pending a decision on the merits in a 
civil dispute. |~p. 300, col. 2 j 

The section does not provide for eviction by the 
Magistrate or fora decision by him of any claims to 
a right, to hold possession or to reap crops. [ p. 809, 
col. 2.] 

Clause (l) ot section 145 is imperative with regard 
to the necessity of serving an order in writing on the 
parties. The mere omission to record such an mile r 
gi\i s the Chiet Court power to interfere in revision. 
I p. 309, col. 2; p. 310, col. 1.] 

Whore the proceedings under section 145 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code are irregular and the 
Magistrate has acted without jurisdiction, the Chief 
Court can interfere in revision, [p. 310, col. 2.] 
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Where the lands in question were attached to a dera 
and there being two rival claimants to the mahanlship, 
each claiming to be in possession through his 
tenants, the Magistrate passed an order directing the 
men of one of the parties to leave at once and not 
to re-enter or interfere with the crops under penalty 
of a prosecution under section 13S, Indian PenalCode: 

Held, that the order was bad inasmuch as the 
Magistrate had neglected to come to any clear 
finding on the one point on which a decision was 
really necessary, the date of forcible possession, 
and had passed orders for which the section gave no 
authority whatever, [p. 310, col. 1.] 

It is not sufficient for a Magistrate to come to 
a general finding that certain fields are in the posses- 
sion of one party and certain others in the possession 
of the other and that the latter has taken wrongful 
and forcible possession. The date of such forcible 
possession must be determined and unless there is a 
finding that the forcible possession occurred in the 
case of all the fields at the same time, there must be a 
finding as to the date of possession with regard to 
each field separately, [p. 310, col. l.J 

Petition, under section 439 of the Crimi- 
nal Procedure Code, for revision of the order 
of the Magistrate, 1st class, Ludhiana, 
dated the 27th September 1916, ordering 
the petitioner to give up possession of the 
fields in dispute at once. 

Mr. Nanak Chand , Bakhshi Teh Chand and 
Munshi Abdul Hat , for the Petitioner. 

Mr. Nand Lai , for the Respondent. 
JUDGMENT.— This judgment will cover 
the connected Revisions Nos. 1852 and 1853 
of 1916. 

In the first place I note that one of the 
respondents Sawan Singh has not been 
served, and has left the country on active 
service. He was, however, only holding a 
part of the land as a tenant at-will, and 
his tenancy having now terminated it is 
unnecessary to consider him as a party. 

These cases arise out of proceedings 
which purport to be under section 145, 
Criminal Procedure Code. 

The lands in question are attached to a 
dera in village Rayan. The late mahant 
died in May 1915, and Hari Das and Biram 
Das are rival claimants to the mahantship. As 
the Magistrate relates in his order of 31st 
August 1916, since the rabi of 1916 there 

has been trouble, one set of men claiming 

to be in possession as tenants of Hari 

Das and another lot claiming to hold as 

tenants of Biram Das. The order of 3 st 

August 1916 deals with claims to standing 

crops, holding that claims by Biram Da9 s 

tenants to crops are untenable except those 

* 


of Day a Singh, Attar Singh and Partap 
Singh who are to get the crop of certain 
fileds. By a later order dated 27th Septem- 
ber 1916, the Magistrate deals with the 
question of possession. Apparently the 
Magistrate found some fields in possession 
of one party and some in possession of the 
other. The Magistrate says: “These cases 
should really be split up into the number 
of claimants for each separate piece of land, 
but this process would have taken a little 
time.” So the Magistrate treats the case as a 
whole, and decides it in favour of Hari 
Das’s followers, saying, it is obvious 
that Biram Das’s men, wherever they have 
gained actual possession, have done so by 
force.” So the Magistrate passes an order 
that BLam Das’s men are to leave the 
fileds at once and on no pretence to re- 
enter or interfere with the crops under 
penalty of prosecution under section 188, 

Indian Penal Code. 

The Magistrate seems to me to have lost 
sight of the scope of the provisions of 
section 145, which briefly may be said to 
be merely a determination of actual posses- 
sion for the purposes of preventing a 
breach of the peace pending a decision on 


he merits of the oivil dispute. 

The seotion first requires an order in 
vriting by the Magistrate (see clause 1), 
vhich must be served on the parties (see 
:lause 3). Then the Magistrate is required 
oithnut reference to the merits of the rival 
daims , to decide which party was in posses- 
don at the date of the above order , though if 
ie finds a party was forcibly and wrongfully 
lispossessed within two months next before 
moh date he may treat the party so dis- 
possessed as in possession at 8U ° h date 
(see clause 4). Having so decided the 
Magistrate is to issue an order declaring 
mch party to be entitled to possession until 
evicted in due course of law, and for- 
bidding all disturbance of such possession 


i *1 


• i. : ~ ~ 


Nowhere does the seotion provide for evic- 
, n by the Magistrate, or for decision by 
m of any claims to a right to hold pos- 

? sion or to reap crops. 

In these cases no written order was 
er passed under section 145 (1), though 
luse (1) is imperative on this point. 1 
ould not, however, haye thought it neces? 
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sary to interfere on this ground alone, had 
I found that this was the only flaw in 
the proceedings, though I consider that the 
mere omission to record such an order gives 
me the power to interfere. But here I 
find that the Magistrate has neglected to 
come to any clear finding on the one point 
on which a decision is really required, and 
has instead passed orders for which the 
seotion gives no authority whatever. In 
such a case it is not sufficient to come to 
a general finding that certain fields are in 
possession of one party and certain fields 
in possession of the other and that the 
latter has taken wrongful and forcible 
possession. The date of such forcible pos- 
session must be determined, and unless 
there is a finding that the forcible posses- 
sion occurred in the case of all the fields 
at the same time, there must be a finding 
as to date of possession with regard to each 
field separately. For the possession as 
regards one field might date back to more 
than two months prior to institution of 
these proceedings, while the reverse might 
be the case with regard to another field. 
Nowhere does the section provide for evict- 
ment. So even if there had been a pro- 
per written order passed as required by 
clause 1, and had the Magistrate found 
that Biram Das’s men had taken forcible 
possession within two months of that order, 
all that he could have done would be to 
pass an order declaring Hari Das’s men 
to be entitled to possession, and forbidding 
disturbance of possession of Hari Das’s 
men. The seotion does mt provide for 
ejecting the party wrongfully in possession 
and for putting in the party who is 
declared to be entitled to possession. 

Nor does the section make any provision 

for the decision of any dispute as to 

standing orops [see Arju Mea v. Arman Mca 

(1).J All that the Magistrate has to do is 

to look to the fact of possession. He 

cannot usurp the functions of the Civil 

Courts, and determine any claims on the 
merits. 

So the Magistrate has erred both in 

passing an order for possession, and also 

m passing an order as to who is entitled 
to crops. 

(1) 7 C. L. J. 369; 7 CY. L. J. 386. 


The first necessary thing is to pass a 
written order, as required by clause (1). 
This gives a date on which to work. The 
next thing to do is to peruse the written 
statements, and take evidence as required 
by clause 4. The parties must be given 
due opportunity of producing evidence and 
all evidence produced must be recorded. 
This may in some cases involve time and 
trouble, but the provisions of the law are 
imperative. It appears to me that though 
the Magistrate has in this case taken a 
good deal of trouble, spending three even- 
ings on the spot, he has taken a wrong 
view of the procedure required. In one 
place he writes: “it was imperative that 
one party should be turned off the land 
immediately to save further and more 
serious trouble.” Later on he writes: “in 
the present cases 1 have not thought it 
necessary to make any lengthy enquiry, 
as very recently the whole matter has been 
enquired into in detail.” As I have already 
said, section 145 does not provide for 
turning any body off from the land. And 
as to the matter of saving “further and 
more serious trouble”, the remedy in such 
cases is provided for by the second proviso 
to clause 4, which authorizes the Magistrate 

to attach the subject of dispute pending his 
decision. 

For the respondents it is urged that this 
Court has no power at all to interfere with 
orders passed or purporting to be passed 
under section 143, and that even a High 
Court can only do so under its Charter powers 
Lsee VdaiBhan Partab Singh v. Ram Samajh 
U) and Jhingai Singh v. Ram Partap (3)]. 
On this point the High Courts are not all 
agreed, but I prefer to follow the view 
which this Court has always taken, *.<?., that 

where the proceedings are irregular and the 
Magistrate has acted without jurisdiction, this 

Court can interfere on revision. 

1 accept these applications for revision and 
set -aide the orders of the Magistrate. This, 
of coi-cse, leaves it open to the Magistrate to 
take fresh proceedings if it should still be 
thought advisable to do so. It is to be 
hoped that if fresh proceedings are taken, 


(2) 37 hid. Cns, 80S; 30. L. J. 
Cr. L. J. 100. 

OB 1 1ml. Cas. 762; 31 A. 150: 
Cr. L. J. 3S2. 


546; 19 O. 0. 136; 18 

6 A. L. J. 113; 9 

% 
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the provisions of the section will be observ- 
ed and tha* the magisterial action will be 
confined to those provisions. 

Revision allowed . 
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BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Application for Revision No. 353 

of 1916. 

January 5, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Batchelor and 
Mr. Justice Heaton 

RASUL GULAB KADIA- Accused- 

Applicant 

versus 

EMPEROR— Opposite Party. 

Bombay Prevention of Gambling Act ( Bom . c °J 
1887;, ss. 8, 6 (c)— Forfeiture, articles liable to. 

The second paragraph of section 8 of t le om ) 

Prevention of Gambling Act, 1887, refers ac' 
clause ( c ) of section 6 and the articles ia 
seizure and forfeiture are limited to articles of value 
reasonably suspected to have been used oi in 
to have been used for the purposes of gaming « 
found within the premises. , , 

Criminal application for revision ro 
the order of the Sessions Judge, roac , 
confirming the conviction and sentence passe 
by the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, first class, 

Godhra. 

Mr. T. B. Desai, for the Accused. 

Mr. S. S. Patkar (Government Pleader;, 

for the Crown. 


think that the con- 

order directing the 

gold rings found on 

house cannot be sup- 

be set 


JUDGMENT.— We 
victing Magistrate’s 
forfeiture of certain 

a water stand in this 

ported under the Act an mus 

aS The second paragraph of section 8 of the 

Bombay Prevention of Gambling ® * . q 

dearly refers back to clause (c) o d 

and the articles liable to seizu ^ 

forfeiture are limited to ar ic e d or 

reasonably suspected to ^ve be 
intended to have been used “ e ^^ i8e8 . 

of gaming and found wit ^ re(jord to 
Here there is no e y ,de " the g0 H finger 

suggest the conclusion tb^ ^ ^ use d for 

rings were used or in T ndee d such evi- 
tbe purpose of naming. ^ oonolusio n. 
dence as there is points to anor 

The Buie must be made absolute. 

RuU made absolute „ 


ALLAHABAD HTGH COURT. 
Criminal Revision No. 686 of 1916. 
November 25, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Tudball. 
JAGESHAR RAI and others — 

Applicants 

versus 

EMPEROR— Opposite Party. 

Penal Code (Act XLV of I860), 147, 90- foot"* 

JpnvnW defence of proper! y-Rcconrsc I o public 
" II J °b! ^awf uUy^aml legally obtained ,H~n of 

certain land and sowed certain crops on it. Oi • 
K. in bad faith and dishonestly with a J>aj * y " “ 
went upon the land aiidjm^u ced * cut the c ^ 

- - 

22 M d ." r sT. »««"* Mute* and 

B "k!’r l °M. ,ta K“»"‘ aovernment 

Advocate), for the Crown. 

iTTiiriUF\T — The five applicants have 
JUDGMhMl . i offenee of rioting by 

lh, convictions tat a “, h . m l„ sentences 

Imprisonment >nd P> |iointl „„ be |„re 

of fines only. ., findings of fact at 

this Court that on Jth have arrived, 

Which both n *J e 9®” f the offence of rioting, 
they were not gmny they aR along 

but , d he fhat a tbey did act, in the exercise 
pleaded that t * defence an d they 

of the right ol P ri ; a se t0 the protec- 

had "of tTe pubHo authorities. The facts 
tion of the P h( . r Rai lawfully and 

are sim ple- ion 0 f oertain land and 

legally obtained possession ^ ^ ^ ^ 

he sowed on it faitb and dishonestly 

S3, “ »» “■»" «■' '“ d 

\ *. w . “ * V 
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and commenced to cut the crops for the 
purpose of removing them or at least damag- 
ing them. Information of this was sent to 
Jageshar Rai, and he in company with a 
band of men went straight to the spot to 
protect his propertj r . A fight resulted in 
which, however, very slight damage was done 
to anybody. It was on these facts that 
the learned Judge has upheld the convic- 
tion of rioting. It is clear to my mind 
that under the circumstances of this case 
the convictions cannot be maintained. The 
very circumstances show that the applicants 
had no time to have recourse to the pro- 
tection of the public authorities. The learned 
Sessions Judge suggests that they had plenty 
of time to go on to the Police Station and 
to make a report of theft. It is true that 
they had ample time to do that, but that would 

have been of very little use so far as the 
protection of the property was concerned. 
The damage and loss would have been com- 
pleted before the Police could have arrived. 
The case cannot for a moment be compared 
to the reported case of Queen- Empress 
v ' P ro Q Dut (1) and the other cases 
which are mentioned in that judgment. Fur- 
thermore, it is not a case in which the op- 
posite party were merely ploughing up the 
land and preparing it for sowing. In the 
latter case no damage is being done, and 
there is ample time to have recourse to the 
protection of the public authorities for the 
enforcement of their right. In the present 
case, property was actually being cut and 
damaged If the applicants had gone to the 
Police Station and returned with Police help 
the damage would have been completed. 
Ihey clearly did not use any more violence 
than was absolutely necessary for the pro- 
tection of the property. I, therefore, accept 
the application, set aside the convictions and 
sentences and direct that the fines, if paid 
be refunded. * 

Convictions quashed. 
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SIND JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Criminal Revision Application No. 139 

of 1916. 

November 23, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Pratt, J. C., and 
Mr. Hayward, A. J. C. 

GERIMAL son of HEMANMAL — Accused 

— Applicant 
versus 

E M PE R 0 R — Op pon e nt. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of I898J, 234 

235— Charges, misjoinder of— Trial, legality of— 
Offences of same kind— Forgery and giving false 
evidence - ll 8ame transaction ,” meaning of. 

Whore an accused was charged at one trial with 
four offences, viz., of having abetted an unknown 
person to fix a false thumb impression purporting it 
to be of someone else on a summons issued by a 
Civil Court, and of swearing false affidavits in regard 
to such service on different dates: 

Held, that the offences being more than throe and 
being neither of the same kind, nor committed in 
the course of the same transaction, there was a mis- 
joinder of charges in contravention of the provisions 
of sections 234 and 235, Criminal Procedure Code, 

and that consequently the proceedings were illegal and' 

should be quashed, [p. 313, cols. 1 & 2; p. 314, col. ].] 

The expression “same transaction” in section 2S5 
of the Criminal Procedure Code is not applicable to 
cases in which the offences are separated by distinct 
intervals of time or place and which require to be 
proved by distinct evidence, [p. 313, col. 2.] 

Application for revision against the 
order of the Sessions Judge, Sukkur. 

Mr. Latch and H assomol , for the Applicants. 

Mr. h. Raymond (Public Prosecutor for 
Sind), for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. 


Pratt, J. C. — The accused has been tried 

for four o lienees in regard to the service 

of summons on two occasions on one Bungul 

the defendant, against whom he had 

hied a suit in the Court of Sub-Judge, 
Rohri. 

The first summons was alleged to have 
been served on the 21st Ootober 1914, 
and the charge against the accused was 
mt lie had abetted some unknown 
pei\s on to fix a false thumb impression 
purporting to bo Bungul’s and thereby 
committed an offence of abetment of for- 
gery under sections 465 and 109; and 
that lie swore a false affidavit in regard 
to the service and thereby committed 
an offence under section 193, Indian Penal 
° ( I lie second summons was seryod op 
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the 22nd January 1915 and in respect of 

hat service the prosecution alleged that 
the accused had committed abetment of 
orgery on that day and that subse- 

Tfaj I 7 °m MarCh 1915 - he swore 

a raise affidavit as to its service. 

The Sessions Judge has acquitted the 
accused in respect of the two offences in 
regard to the summons of October 1914 
but has convicted the accused in regard 
to the two offences of forgery and false 

evidence in respect of the summons served 
in January 1915. 

Tbe first objection raised by Mr. Lal- 
chand in this application is that the 
rial , 8 . bad as there has been a mis- 

joinder of charges in contravention of 
the provisions of section 234, Criminal 
Procedure Code We think this objection 
must prevail. Lnder section 234 offences 

clittT 6 .n nd “ P t0 tbree in number 

can he ] 8 8 ° UrSe ° f Uvelve month s 

can be charged in the same trial. But the 
offences of forgery and giving false evidence 
are not offences of the same kind and the 

0^ these Iff m ° re - than three “ that joinder 

HK e i,°! enCeS ° ne trial “ n ot justi- 
hed by that section. 
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2 oPp Publ '° Prosecutor refers to section 
fb„; n'T r PmC : dl,re Code ' a " d contends 

that all the four offences were part of the 

same transaction or that even if the offences 

in regard to the two summonses be regarded 

as two separate transactions, yet the joinder 

of charges for those separate transactions is 
good under section 234. 

We think it quite clear, however that 

transTf ' 34 ifT t0 ° ffencea acd not 

transactions. It does not provide that all 
offences committed in a year in three 

trkr^W transaofclons may be tried in one 
trial. We agree on this point with the 

decision of the Madras High Court in 
(1 ) ca8e of Kcm Vwwanathan v. Emperor 

p B S“ p aS t0 the ° ther ground of the 
sa ^ f rosec ^tor’s argument, oan it be 
said that these four offences all formed 

part Or the same transaction? This is 
realiy a question of fact which was con- 
sidered at some length in the case of 

fc K M ‘ 328; 17 M - L - J • 141 i 2 h, T. 177; 5 Cr. 


thlt case 0hulnm . <2) - The tests stated in 

t nuitTV Ver8 Pr ° X,mity of time and con- 
tmuity of purpose and action. There was a 

less S tSn a th interV M l0ftirae , a n interval of no 

he twn “ 0nthS ’ b6tween the ser v'ce of 

the two summonses. Nor do we think it can 
. "regard S' ^ at ‘ nbuted to the accused 

in regard to the service of the second summons 

he , !sal , L'!;w a r nlimiat,0n ° f the acts which 

he is alleged to have committed in regard to 
he service of the first summons. The false 

regard to the first summons seems to us to be 

had n 0 a t fa" iTr te it8elf ' If the ™it 
no forth ! ° r Want of Prosecution, 

cused n 7 ° n thp Part of the ac- 
cused in regard to service would have 

been necessary. It was only when the 

Zl Tr S th UCk ^ th , 3t ^ b6Came n£ ces. 

sary for the accused to embark on a 

du“t Ys lne -i° f Conduct - This line of con- 
duct is similar to that which lie had 

adopted in regard to the first service of the 

summons but it cannot be said to be a 
continuation of it f or th* 

had been accepted as served and there Yvas 
nothing further left to be done in regard to 

We would also refer to the case of Queen 
impress v. Fakirapa (3), where it was said 
hat the expression “same transaction” is 
not applicable to cases in which the offences 

r re pL e c P e ara nl \ ^ °f timY 

distinct ev1denc" hlCh 

We are unable, therefore, to accept the 

mit Id ! ° n th ’ at tk8Se f ° Ur ° ffenCeS were com- 

YdYnh 8 C ° U , rSe ° f the Same transaction 

and can be joined at one trial under section 
245 Criminal Procedure Code. That being 
so the trial must be quashed for under the 
ruling of the Privy Council in the case of Sub- 

rahmama Ayyarv. King. Emperor (4) any such 
defect amounts to more than an irregularity 
rt only remains for consideration whether 
the case is one in which we should direct a 

new trial. Under the circumstances of thl 

case we do not think it necessary to adopl 

this course. The fact that the accused 

pointed out Bungul to the bailiff on the 

R> 7?; 8 Cr ’ L * J - 191- 

(«^) 15 B. 491; 8 Ind. Dec. (s s ) 

i. K5c 6, w n N M A J 2 540; 28 
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second occasion rests solely on the testimony 
of the bailiff himself. Then again as to the 
affidavit of the 30th, there are many dis- 
crepancies between the facts stated in the 
affidavit of the 30th March and the actual 
facts of the service on the 27th of January. 
It has been suggested that these discrepancies 
are due to mistakes made by the deponent, 
but if the deponent had a guilty intention he 
would have been overcautious to make his 
deposition agree with the facts. 

We accordingly reverse the conviction and 
sentence and make no order as to trial. 

Hayward, A. J. C.— I concur. There were 
more than three offences dealt with at the 
trial, namely, the four offences of abetment 
of forgery and false evidence in respect of 
the summons of October and again of 
abetment of forgery and false evidence in 
respect of the summons of January. On 
this account also the trial could not be 
justified under the provisions of section 
234, Criminal Procedure Code. There does 
not appear to be any authority for holding 
that the word “offences” used in that section 
was intended to include groups of offences 
forming part of the same transactions. 
The trial could not, therefore, in that view 
be justified either under section 2 3 5 , Crimi- 
nal Procedure Code, nor does there seem 
sufficient ground for holding that the four 
offences formed part of one single trans- 
action. Whether they did or not is a ques- 
tion of fact and that question in these 
particular circumstances ought, in my opinion, 

to be decided in the negative. The trial 
could not, therefore, in any view of the 
case be justified under section 235, Crimi- 
nal Procedure Code. The result must, 
theiefore, be that the conviction must be 
set aside. There is the less regret for this 
conclusion as upon the merits there would 
not appear to me to be a particularly 
strong case. The oidy evidence in respect 
of the offence of abetment of forgery was 
that of the bailiff, and in respect of the 
offence of false evidence the evidence of 
the bailiff did not agree in material points 
with the statements in the suspected 
affidavit of the accused. There would appear 
to me, therefore, to be no sufficient ground 
for mdering a retrial under the discretion 
vested in us under section 439 of the Ci inii- 
nal Procedure Code. 

Comiction set aside. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT, 
Criminal Appeal No. 587 of 1916. 
November 17, 1916. 

Present : — Justice Sir George Knox, Kt. 
RANGPAL and others— Appellants 


versus 


EMPEROR— Respondent. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act V of 1898J, **.54 

( 1 ^ 5^7 i rrent trillion! mi r rant — Arrant without 

not} filing unbalance of warrant— Omission, effect of— 
Penal Code ( Act XL V of 1SC0J , **. 147, 140,333. 

The omission to notify the person arrested of the 
order for his arrest is an irregularity covered by 
section 537 uf the Criminal Procedure Code. [p. ?15, 

col. 2 .] , 

The writing out of a warrant or an order tor arrest* 

when the person to be arrested comes within the first 

clause of section 54 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 

is a superfluous act but cannot be considered illegal. 

[p. 3 5, col. I.] 

Criminal appeal from an order of the 
Sessions Judge, Ghazipur, dated the 14th 
July 19:6. 

Mr. M. L. Agarwala , for the Appellants. 
Mr. I,. M. Banerji (Government Pleader), 
for the Crown. 
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by nine persons who have been convicted of 
offences under section 147 and seotion 333 
read with section i 49, Indian Penal Code; for 
the offence of riot, they have each of them 
been sentenced to three months’ rigorous 
imprisonment, and for the offence under 
seotion 333 read with section 149, Indian 
Penal Code, they have been sentenced each of 
them to two years’ rigorous imprisonment. 
The sentences are by the order to run con- 
currently. The facts found by the learned 
Sessions Judge with the concurrence of the 
assessors are as follows: — Two persons Raj 
Man and Bisheshar for whose arrest warrants 
were out were arrested by the Police and 
were on their way to the Police Station. 


Saran, one of -be convict appellants, raised an 
alarm to the effect that his sons were being 
removed by the Police and called for a rescue 
party. Some 50 people more or less as- 
sembled armed with lathis and surrounded the 
Police. Under Saran’s directions an assault 
was committed upon the Police, a party 
consisting of a naib darogka , constables and 
chowkidars . Raj Man and Bisheshar got 
released. They also began to use lathis. 
The learned Judge says that there is no doubt 
about the identification of the nine accused 
before him as persons who took part in this 
riot and rescue. The Police received a number 
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of injuries and one constable received grievous 
hurt as bis thumb was broken. A good deal 

wwT ZT t8ken UP ’ n arguing question 
whether the arrest in the present case was a 

that it° was 1 egal -n ar T t ' 14 WaS “"‘ended 

that it was an illegal arrest, inasmuch as 
the warrants or orders for arrest were 
egal, (2) the substance of the warrants or 

before IT ^ n ° tified *° tbe P erso “ s arreted 

heir arrest, (3) that inconsequence of These 

^regularities tbe Police cannot be held to 
have been assaulted while in execution of 
their duty as Police Officers. None of thee 

pleas appear to me to be entitled to weight. 

The orders for arrest have been read over 
me. They were within the power of tbe 
officer who gave them. He was not, it is true 

he wf ' n ~ arge ° f the Folice Station, but 
ie was an officer superior in rank and had 

the pT Q t ° WerS 58 the 0fficer in "barge of 

mav To f 6 rT tl0n ' In the present oase one 
may go further and question whether there 

was any necessity for any order. The 
persons arrested came within the first clause 
f 0tl . 01 i CrimiDal Procedure Code, and 
nr^ ?' g bt bave been arrested without an 

rant r T r T m tbeMagistra te and without a war- 
rant, the writing out of a warrant or an order 

or arrest was asuperfluous act, and because it 

as a superfluous act, it cannot be considered 

e , l]J ®, gaI - Some argument was addressed 
me to the effect that the prosecution had 
not proved that the injury to Ram Lachman 
gh was an injury caused at the time of the 
assault upon the Police and in furtheiar.ee of 
toe common objeot of the unlawful assembly, 

b J°tTT t , hereseue of the two men Raj Man 
and Bisheshar. So far as 1 know, and no 

dence to the contrary has been read to 

me, there was no separate assault other than 

6 a88 ault which I have set out as committed 
on e Police. It was a fair inference for 
ne learned Sessions Judge to draw in the 
absence of such evidence that the injury was 
oaused in the souffle which then took place, 
e intention of the defence was to make 

i? terVal ^ lme and to raise a doubt 
^ e her tbe injury might not have been 
aused before such interval or after such 
in erval, they should have drawn attention to 
e act in cross-examination. I have heard 

no cross-examination pointing to that result. 

here is a plea taken to the effect that the 
or er for arrest was not shown to Raj Man 
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and Bisheshar which in the course of the 
argument whittled down to the plea that the 
u s ance of the order was not notified to 
lose wo men. Even if it were not notified J 
am not prepared to hold tbatthat was an omis- 

of’tlie Cod C0U f ] l r ' 0tbe , e0Verefl by seetion 537 
ot the Code of Criminal Procedure. I looked 

and asked when this point was first raised 

in order to arrive at a decision I was 

re erred to nothing earlier than the Sessions 

, / exa mined, however, the statements 

M aC 'L y t he a r US6d bef ° l e tbe Committing 

Magistrate, and in none of those statements 

poinC Sny QUeSti0n raised 011 this 

The pleas 5, 6, and 7 were not directly 

argued before me, and no particular stress 
was laid upon them. 

Pe^fp a Plea tbat seotion 333 . Indian 
renal Code, has no application and that the 

offence came under section 334, Indian Penal 

Code. Section 334 ,s in no way applicable. 

t ere was no grave and sudden provocation 

within the meaning of that expression. 

Now comes the question of sentence. 
What are the factsP A village of Ahirs 
and the Ahirs deliberately attacked a large 
body of Police who were carrying out 
their duty as public servants. Jt was a 
grave offence upon the law, and I agree 
with the learned Sessions Judge that it 
called for sentence. Possibly the sentence 
might have been altered with advantage 
m the direction of strong security for 
keeping the peace; but that was not done, 
and I leave that alone. I take the sen- 
tences as they stand, and 1 think they 
are not one whit too severe under the 

circumstances of the case. The appeals are 
dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 
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In re FAREDOON COWASJI PARBHU. 

BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Application for Revision No. 356 

of 1916. 

February 14, 1917. 

Present:— Mr, Justice Batchelor and 

Mr. Justice Shah. 

In re FAREDOON COWASJI PARBHU 

— Applicants 

Criminal Procedure Codr (Act Y of 1898,), >\ 439 — 
Acquittal, petition against — Rerision — High Court, 
poire r of interference of— Jurisdiction. 

A High Court lias jurisdicfio i to interfere on 
revision wit li an acquittal, but it should exercise 
this jurisdiction sparingly, and only where it is 
urgently demanded in the interests of public justice. 
[p°3l(>; col. 2.] 

Fanjdar Tliakur v. Kasi Chnudliu ri, 27 Ind. Cas. 
18(5; 42 C. 6 1 2 ; 19 C W. N. 184; 21 C. L. J. 53; 1G Cr. 
L. J. 122, relied upon. 

By a long established practice of the Bombay High 
Court, revisional applications against orders of 
acquittal are not entertained from private petitioners 
except on some very broad ground of the exceptional 
requirements of public justice, [p. 31G, col. 2 ] 

Criminal application for revision from an 
order of acquittal passed by the Acting Chief 
Presidency Magistrate, Bombay, in Case 

No. 47815 of 1916. 

Mr. Setnh'ad, for the Appellants. 

Mr. Jinnah , for the Opponents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Batchelor, .1. — The present petitioners 
have applied to this Court in revision against, 
an order made by the learned Chief Presi- 
dency Magistrate acquitting the opponents, 
who in the Magistrate’s Court had been 
charged by the petitioners with infringement 
of the petitioners’ copyright in certain calen- 
dars under section 7 of the Copyright Act, 
III of 1914. The sole ground upon which 
the learned Magistrate has acquitted the 
opponents is that there was no copyright 
in the calendars in question, because these 
calendars had not been registered under Act 
XX of 1847. It is contended by Mr. Setalvad 
that that view of the learned Magistrate 
was erroneous inliw. For the purpose of 
the present argument I will assume that the 
learned Counsel’s position upon this point is 
indisputable. Upon that assumption we have 
still to consider whether this Court in the 
proper exercise of its discretion ought to 
interfere with this order of acquittal. 

Under the law the sole power of appealing 
against acquitta’s is vested in the Government. 


Substantially this petition does not materially 
differ from a petition of appeal against an 
acquittal. By the long established practice 
of this Court revisional applications against 
orders of acquittal are not entertained from 
private petitioners, except it be on some very 
broad ground of the exceptional requirements 
of public justice. This rule of practice rests 
on public grounds of great importance, and 3ofar 
as can be discovered, has never been departed 
from by this Court except in two isolated 
cases; both those cases were cases where the 
applicant in revision was not a private 
individual but a Municipality, i.e. t a public 
body, so that the Court cannot be said to 
have broken in upon the principle of dis- 
couraging attempts by private persons to 
obtain the reversal of orders of acquittal. 
The whole question of the High Court’s 
interference in revision with orders of 
acquittal was recently considered by the 
Calcutta High Court in Faujdar Thakur v. 
Kasi Ghoudhuri (1), where the practice of 
all the High Courts was passed in review by 
Sir Lawrence Jenkins, C. J. There was a 
difference of opinion between the two Judges 
who at first heard the application, but 
ultimately Sir Lawrence Jenkins’s view 
prevailed. The learned Chief Justice, after 
considering the history of the decisions upon 
this point, concluded by saying: — 

“As I have already indicated, l am not 
prepaied to say the Court has no jurisdiction 
to interfere on revision with an acquittal, 
but 1 hold it should ordinarily exercise this 
jurisdiction sparingly, and only where it is 
urgently demanded in the interests of publio 
justice. This view does not leave an aggriev- 
ed complainant without remedy : it would 
always bo open to him to move the Govern- 
ment to appeal under section 417, and this 
appears to me the course that should be 
followed.” 

I am of opinion that this pronouncement 
of the Chief Justice should be followed, as 
correctly interpreting both the provisions 
of the law and the established practice of 
this Court. In the case before us if this 
principle is to be applied, it is clear that the 
petition must be rejected, for there is no 
matter of general public importance involved, 

(1) 27 Ind. Cas. ISO; 42 C. 612; 19 C. W. N. 184; 21 
C. L. J. 53 ; 16 Cr. b. J. 122. 
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nor are the interests of public justice closely 
concerned. Moreover, the petitioners, if they 
have suffered any wrong by the acts of the 
opponents, have their opportunity of obtain- 
ing full redress in the Civil Courts. 

The Rule must be discharged. 

Shah, J. — 1 agree. 

Rule discharged. 
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ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
Criminal Reference No. 104 of 1917. 

February 15, 1917. 

Present: Justice Sir P. C. Banerji, Kt. 
EMPEROR — Applicant 


C6TSUS 

MUHAMMAD YUSUF - Opposite Party. 

t i. r. Municipalities Act (II of 1916,), ss. 209, 210— 

Structure \ meaning of— Fixing portable plank over 
public dram, whether struct ure — Offence, 

it T p C Wor< * “structure”, as used in section 209 of tlie 
U * 1 ' Municipalities Act, means a structure of a 
permanent character. Therefore, the fixing of a 
portable plank over a public drain cannot be deemed 
to be the erection -of a structure within the meaning 
of that section, and does not amount to an offence 
under section 210 of the Act. 

*J£ <U i lta Nath v> M U7lici P“t' Board of Allahabad. 28 A. 

A. W. N. (1P05) 252; 2 A. L. J. 676; 2 Cr. L. J. 
193, followed. 

Criminal reference made by tbe Sessions 

Judge, Sabaranpur, dated the 19th January 

7 , 

JUDGMENT. — Muhammad Yusuf, the 

accused in this case, and Janki Das, the 
accused in the connected case No. 106 of 
1017, have been convicted under section 210 
t>f Act II of 1916, the United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, and each of them has 
been sentenced to a small fine. The two cases 
have been submitted by the learned Sessions 
Judge with the recommendation that the 
convictions and sentences should be set aside. 
Muhammad Yusuf and Janki Das own shops 
abuttingona public road within the Municipal 
limits ofDehraDun. There is a drain in front 
of their shops which was apparently built at 
their expense. The drain is at the edge of the 
public road. Culverts have been built over 
the drain but the present dispute does not 
relate to the culverts. The charge against 
Muhammad Yusaf was that he had placed 
wocden planks in front of his shop support- 
mg them by the culverts on one side and at in 
canister on the other. Janki Das was pro- 
secuted for putting planks over the space 
between two culverts, oo as to cover the drain. 


The learned Sessions Judge finds “in botli 
eases the erections, if they can be so denomi- 
nated, are temporary ones. Neither the 

’s canister are 

fixtures; all are placed in sites in the morn- 
ings and removed when the shops are closed 
in the evenings. Presumably they can be 
and are also removed if and when it is desir- 
ed to clean the drain, if it is necessary to 
remove them in order to perform this opera- 
tion.*’ Section 210 of the United Provinces 
Municipalities Act provides that any person 
erecting or re-erecting any such projection or 
structure as is referred to in section 209 
without the permission thereby required or in 
contravention of any permission given there- 
under shall be liable on conviction to a fine 
which may extend to two hundred and fifty 
rupees. Clause (6) of sub-section (1) to 
section 209, which is the clause applicable to 
the present case, refers to the erection or re- 
erection of any projection or structure so as to 
overhang, project into, or encroach on cr 
over a drain in a street.” There is no ques- 
tion of projection in this case. The ques- 
tion is whether the accused had “erected” 
any structure encroaching over a drain in a 
street. The learned Sessions Judge is of 
opinion that a structure referred to in sec- 
tion 209 must mean a structure of a perma- 
nent nature. It seems to me that the view 
taken by the learned Judge is right. The 
use of the words “erect or re-erect” which 
precede the word “structure” indicates a 
structure of a permanent nature. The word. 

structure” is not defined in the Act, but the use 
of the word erect” shows, as was observed in 
the case of Kamta Rath v. Municipal 
Board of Allahabad (1*, that what was meant 
was something of the nature of a permanent 
structure. It does not seem to me that in 
enacting section 209 the Legislature intended 
to place any other meaning on the word 
“erect” than that held in the case to which 
I have referred. In this view the fixing of 
a portable plank cannot be deemed to be the 
erection of a structure within the meaning of 
section 209 of the Act. The conviction of the 
accused was, therefore, in my opinion, illegal. 

1 accordingly set it aside and direct that the 
fine imposed on the accused, if paid, be refund- 
ed. 

Conviction quashed. 

(1) 28 A. 199; A. W. N. (1905) 252; 2 A. L. J. 676; 

2 Cr. L. J. 793. 
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NIBARAN CHANDRA CBATTERJI V. EMPEROR. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Miscellaneous Revision No. 22 

of 1917. 

May 1, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

NIBARAN CHANDRA CHATTERJI — 

Applicant 

versus 

E M PERO R — Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Ac! V of 1898J, s. 526 — 
Transfer oj case — Altercation behccen Judge and Counsel, 
whet hc> ground for transfer — Judge and Counsel, 
respective obligations of- -Cross-examination — Court, 
interference by. 

It is for the High Court, exercising its jurisdiction 
under section 526 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
to transfer a case from one Court to another, to 
satisfy itself that on the facts disclosed there is a 
reasonable apprehension that the accused may be 
prejudiced and not have a fair trial, [p. 320, col. 1.] 

Dupegron v. Driver, 23 C. 495; 12 Ind. Dec. (n. s) 
329; Legal Remembrancer v. Ilhairab Chandra Clincher- 
butty, 25 C. 727 at 733; 2 C. W. N. 65; 13 Ind. Dec. 
(n. s.) 476 and Kali Charan Chose v. Emperor , 33 C. 
1 183 at p. 1 189; 3 C. L. J. 637; 10 C. W. N. 793; 3 Cr. 
L. J. 4/7, disapproved. 

Jnggan v. Emperor, 22 Ind. Cas. 996; 36 A. 239; 15 
Cr. L. J. 212; 12 A. L. J. 399, approved. 

A quarrel or unpleasantness between the Judge 
and the Counsel for the accused is no ground for the 
transfer of a case under section 526 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. [p. 319, col. 1.] 

It is for the Judge, when he sees that a Counsel is 
harassing or browbeating a witness unduly or 
trying to suppress his answers, to intervene and 
protect the witness in the interest of justice, [p. 321, 
col. 1.] 

Obligations of the Pencil and tho Par and to each 
other discussed, [p. 319, col. l.J 

Criminal miscellaneous revision from the 
order of the District Judge, Gaya. 

Messrs. Hasan Imam , llari Bushan Mukcrji 
and Goicr Chandra Pal , for the Appellant. 

Tho Government Advocate, for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. 


Atkinson, J. — This is an application for 
the transfer of this case from tho Court of 
the Sessions Judge of Gaya to some other 
Sessions Court within the Province. 

Tho accused has been charged with 
offences under sections 161 and 165 of tho 
Indian Penal Code. The charge is in 
respect of receiving illegal gratification. In 
the first instance the acoused was proceeded 
against at Ranchi. He formerly occupied the 
position of Superintendent of the Office of the 
Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals for 
Bihar and Orissa. At Ranchi, the proceed- 


ings advanced up to a certain stage. An 
application was then made to this Court for 
a transfer of the case from Ranchi to some 
other Court. Eventually the matter came 
up before the Chief Justice and Mr. Justice 
Sharfuddin, with the result that an order 
was made transferring the case, more or less 
by consent, to the Court of the Sessions 
Judge of Gaya. 

On the 10th of April, the learned Sessions 
Judge of Gaya had full seisin of the hearing 
of this case. The accused was represented 
by various leading legal gentlemen, but 
more particularly by the distinguished 
Advocate of this Court, Sir Ali Imam. On 
the 10th of April, it is alleged now for the 
first time, a remark was made by the Judge 
to Sir Ali Imam which caused some little 
unpleasantness; but inasmuch as this matter 
has not directly or indirectly beeu referred 
to in the petition before us, we will disregard 
it entirely from our consideration. Matters 
proceeded and the learned Judge, in order to 
meet the request of the professional gentle- 
men on behalf of the accused, made a certain 
order that inasmuch as ho would take evidence 
in respect of illegal gratification received 
by the accused outside the three charges that 
were preferred against him, Counsel for 
accused should have the opportunity of cross- 
examining witnesses three days after the • 
examination-in-ohief of each witness had 
concluded, in order that the legal advisers of 
the accused might not be inconvenienced and 
have ample time to prepare materials for 
cross-examination; and as far as this arrange- 
ment was concerned the learned Judge 
appears to have treated tho accused and 
his Counsel with every consideration pos- 
sible. 

On tho 16th April tho cross-examination of 
Raima Lai by Sir Ali Imam commenced aud 
at this stage an incident, which is much to be 
regretted, took place. The cross-examination 
continued for two whole days, and Sir Ali 
Imam endeavoured in the course of the cross- 
examination to get from this witness from 
whom his instructions were received with 
regard to the procuring of certain confidential 
reports. The witness claimed privilege and 
the learned Sessions Judge ruled that the 
witness was entitled to claim privilege 
and that he should not be called upon 
to answer the questions that were then 
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being put to him. Whereupon Sir Ali Imam 
is alleged to have said: “i will get it yet;” 
and the learned Judge seems to suggest in 
his note that thereafter Counsel set himself 
to extract from the witness in an indirect way 
answers to the questions for which privilege 
had been allowed by the learned Judge. The 
learned Judge styled the conduct of Sir 
Ali Imam in so doing as “improper”. I think 
that the^ learned Judge used the word 
improper” in a wrong sense; and I do not 
think that the learned Judge could have 
intended to convey any personal insult to the 
learned Counsel or that his conduct was in 
any sense morally improper. I think, how- 
ever, that Judges should have great regard 
for the high position they occupy and to the 
fact that they are the administrators of law 
and justice; and they should be very careful 
not to make wrong use of words or to offer 
discourtesy or insult to the professional 
gentlemen who appear before them. But 
in my opinion while the obligation on the 
part of the Judge towards the legal pro- 
fession is great, the obligations imposed 
on Counsel in their conduct towards the 
Bench is of equal importance. Counsel are 
members of an honourable profession and 
should ^ recognize their responsibility and 
their duties towards the Court and to the 
public, and should endeavour by their 
conduct to prevent on all occasions unplea- 
santness; and should not by word or gesture 
provoke the Court or the Judge to offer 
discourtesy. If the Judge rules that a 
certain question should not be asked, a 
reasonable man actuated by a high sense of 
professional dignity ought to follow that 
ruling and act accordingly. If Counsel 
thinks that the ruling of the Judge is 
wrong, he has a remedy for having the 
Judge set right and no attempt should 
be made which would be calculated to 
mislead or to provoke unpleasantness bet- 
ween the Judge and Counsel. Nobody 
regards more sincerely than I do the 
obligation which should guide the Court in 
its conduct towards the legal gentlemen who 
appear before it; and nobody has higher 
regard for the rights and traditions of the 
legal profession than I have; but it would be 
wrong to encourage the idea or create the 
impression that a quarrel or unpleasantness 
between Judge and Counsel should be 
allowed to form the basis for an application 
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for transfer. If a quarrel is provoked then 
the responsibility is upon those who do 
provoke the quarrel. As I have indi- 
cated above, the learned Judge wrongly 
used the word “improper” in regard to 
the conduct of Sir Ali Imam. Sir Ali 
Imam is a distinguished member of the 
legal profession of 27 years’ standing and 
I cannot think that the learned Judge could 
have intended to convey that Sir Ali Imam 
was guilty of improper conduct in the 
strict technical sense. Nobody who knows 
Sir Ali Imam would suggest that he would 
be consciously guilty of conduct likely to 
provoke the displeasure of the Court. 
There has been in this case an unfortunate 
misunderstanding between the Judge and 
Counsel and I think no more. All that 
we are concerned with in this application, 
however, is to see whether in this case 
there is any indication upon which we could 
hold as reasonable men that the accused 
will not get a fair trial at the hands of 
Mr. h os ter. And we are also to consider 
in that aspect of the case whether a 
transfer should reasonably be given; and 
whether if the 'accused is further tried 
by Mr. Foster the accused will be 

prejudiced. Mr. Hassan Imam in concluding 
his address said that he felt sure that 
if the accused was further tried by Mr. 
boster he would not get a fair or impartial 
trial. What we have to ascertain is whe- 
ther there is any foundation or reasonable 
cause for this assertion. This Court 
must be satisfied itself that if a transfer 
is not granted the prisoner may be pre- 
judiced, and not have a fair and impartial 
trial. In my opinion the law on this subject 
laid down by the Calcutta High Court is 
far too wide in its general terms, vide the 
cases reported as Dupeyron v. Driver (1), 
Legal Remembrancer v. Bhairab Chandra 
Chuckerb zitty(2) and Kali Charan Ghose v. Em- 
peror (3). These cases seem to suggest that 
the right to a transfer is to be governed 
by what the accused thinks are his prospects 
of securing a fair trial, and not as to whe- 
ther prejudice exists or not in the mind of 

(1) 23 C. 495; 12 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 329. 

(2) 25 C. 727 at p. 733; 2 0. W. N. 65; 13 Ind. Dec. 
(n. s.) 476. 

(3) 33 C. 1183 at p. 1189; 3 C. L. J. 637; 10 C. W, 

N. 793; 3 Cr. L. J. 477. 
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the Trial Court. 1 cannot follow that line of 
reasoning. It is for the High Court exercis- 
ing its jurisdiction to transfer to satisfy 
itself that on the facts disclosed there is a 
reasonable apprehension that the accused 
may be prejudiced and not have a fair 
trial. This was the law laid down by 
Mr. Justice Knox, in a case reported as 
Juggan v. Emperor (40, after a full and ex- 
haustive review of all the authorities and 
certainly it appears to be consonant with the 
general principles of law and the meaning 
and spirit of section 526 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. Otherwise the discretion of 
the High Court would be fettered and 
controlled by the opinion of the accused. 

Mr. Foster made certain observations, 
whereupon Sir Ali Imam thought it 
incumbent on him to withdraw from the 
case and as Sir Ali Imam was leaving 
Court, Mr. Foster said: “if you take 
my rulings in a personal manner your 
absence will afford me great relief.” It 

may have been rather indiscreet language 
to have made use of; but I do not think that 
the learned Judge intended to convey a 
personal insult to Sir Ali Imam; but 

certainly to my mind it does not afford 

reasonable ground for transferring the case. 
Sir Ali Imam withdrew; but the accused 
had representing him, besides Sir Ali Imam, 
three Barristers and two Vakils, every one 
of whom also withdrew. I think the 
attitude and conduct of these gentlemen 

amounted to gross injustice towards their 
client. There had been no insult offered to 
the Bar in general in any way by the 
learned Judge. If the Bar as a whole had 
been insulted they would have been entitled 
to withdraw as a protest against the Judge’s 
conduct. But the incidents narrated in this 
matter were between the Judge and Sir 
Ali Imam, and had nothing whatever to 
do with the profession as a whole. There- 
fore, I think tint the other gentlemen who 
appeared for the accused were hound to 
safeguard the interests of their client; and 
that they committed a serious breach of 
duty in leaving their client in a helpless 
condition without legal assistance. The 
unfortunate incident between the Judge and 
Sir Ali Imam appears to have taken place 


(4) 22 [ml. Cas. 996; 36 A. 239: 15 O. [,. J. 212- 12 
A. L. J. 399. 


in the morning at 8 o’clock and was all 
over within 20 minutes. There is on the 
record a note by the learned Jadge of 
everything that took place from day to day — 
a very full and ample record. The accused 
filed a petition on the 18th, asking that the 
case might be postponed for a week to 
enable him to engage fresh legal advisers 
for his defence; and it is noteworthy that 
nowhere in the petition filed on the 18th, 
nor in the two petitions filed on the 19th, 
is there any suggestion that the accused 
was being unfairly treated by the learned 
Judge. On the contrary, if the record of 
the 18th is correct the accused admitted 
that he had been fairly treated. After 
Counsel had withdrawn, the aooused put in 
a petition for the postponement of the 
case on the sole ground that his legal 
advisers having deserted him he would be 
obliged to engage and instruct other gentle- 
men. The Judge at first allowed an hour’s 
time — that of course was not sufficient — to 
engage and instruct Counsel. The learned 
Judge recognised this and granted further 
time for a day, or rather 22 hours— from 11 
o’clock on the 18th to 9 o’clock the 
following morning. On the following 
morning the accused again appeared 
without any Legal Advisers and filed a 
petition praying for a further postponement 
for three days. Mr Foster said, ‘I can’t 
give you three days’ time— I have witnesses 
here who are public servants and come from 
various districts and who have bean kept here 
for their cross-examination for more than 
three days— I cannot delay the case further — 
my order is final.’ However, after further 
consideration the learned Judge gave the 
accused another day in the hope that he 
would be able to engage some Vakil or 
Counsel, of whom there are several in Gaya, 
to defend him. The next day when the 
learned Judge proceeded to take up the 
case he received a telegram from Mr. Hasan 
Imam — Mr. Hasan Imam refers to the re- 
ference in the Judge’s record to the receipt 
of this telegram and says that the mauner 
in which the learned Judge has recorded 
its receipt by him was intended to be a 
personal insult to him. 1 certainly think 
no such inference could be drawn from 
the entry in the Judge’s record. The sugges- 
tion appears wholly without foundation. 
Mr, Hassau Imam’s motive iu aeudiug the 
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telegram could ouly have been to relieve 

Mr. Foster of considerable embarrassment and 

to warn the District Judge against taking 

an;y steps calculated to prejudice the accused. 

Upon receipt of Mr. Hassan Imam’s telegram 

the learned Judge wired to the Registrar 

(or to the District Magistrate) to ascertain 

what the exact position was; and by the 

post arrived Mr. Coutt’s letter informing 

him that this Court had been pleased to 

let notice issue to show cause why this case 

should not be transferred from the file of 

the District Judge of Gaya to the 61e of some 
other Court. 

In the petition for transfer it is stated 
that the learned Judge should have granted 
the petitioner an adjournment for seven days, 
because under the circumstances it was justi- 
fiable to enable him to secure new legal 
advisers; and that the learned Judge’s 
jefusal to give an adjournment clear- 
y showed that tho Jiidg© was pr< 3 - 

judiced towards the accused and that he 
could not expect justice at his hands. 
I’his agrument seems to ba untenable. To 
countenance it would ba to reduce the 
administration of justice to a farce. In this 
connection it is right to observe that it 
was not the learned Judge who was unfair 
to the accused, but his own legal advisers 
who wholly abmdoned him without any 
plea or justification. The Judge was bound 
to proceed with the case after a reasonable 
opportunity was afforded to the accused to 
secure legal assistance; such opportunity was 
given to the accused but he failed to 
avail himself of it, though he was on 
bail and free to secure tho services of some 
of the many legal practitioners in Gaya. 

A further ground for asking for a transfer 
is that the learned Sessions Judge interfered 
unnecessarily in the cross-examination of a 
certain witness by the accused’s Counsel, and 
thus showed himself not to be impartial. 

Now, it is for the Judge, when he sees that 
a Counsel is harassing or browbeating a 
witness unduly, or trying to suppress his 
answers, to intervene and protect the witness 
in the interest of justice. In this case the 
learned Judge says that he had to intervene 
because he thought that the witness was 
being unduly harassed and treated with un- 
fairness. I have known of many worse 

Quarrels than this between Judge and Counsel, 


but I have never known of a ease where the 

fact of an altercation between the Bench and 

Counsel was put forward as a ground for a 
transfer. 

I do not think that, merely because there 
has been this unfortunate misunderstanding 
between the Judge and Counsel, we should 
in the exercise of our discretion, transfer 
this case. If we do so we might be creating 
an impression that every little misunder- 
standing, whether provoked or unprovoked, 
between Judge and Counsel would be a 
sufficient ground for transfer, although there 
would be no ground for a reasonable ap- 
prehension that the accused would be pre'- 
judiced. In this case I am convinced that 
no prejudice against the accused exists in the 
mind of the learned Judge; and I am satisfied 
that the accused has not got a reasonable ap 
prehension that he will not receive at the 
hands of Mr Foster a fair or impartial trial. 

One more matter is of importance 
and it is referred to incidentally in the 
petition. Sir Ali Imam is alleged to have 
called Panna Lai a liar three times. 
Sir Ali Imam, through the petitioner, says 
that he merely put it to the witness that 
a certain statement made by the witness 
was false. The learned Judge, in the daily 
record of the proceedings, seems to have put 
a wrong construction upon the question put 
to the witness by Sir Ali Imam; and he 
seems to think that the Counsel called the 
witness a liar three times when he gave Sir 
Ali Imam a hostile answer to a question put. 

If, as the learned Judge says, it was a 
fact that the Counsel called the witness a 
liar it would be clearly the duty of the 
Court to intervene; but we are inclined to 
think that the learned Judge was wrong in 
putting that interpretation on Sir Ali Imam’s 
observation. It would, in our opinion, be 
very regretable to think that a gentleman 
of the legal profession of Sir Ali Imam’s 
standing would call a witness in open Court 
a liar; and we decline to accept the state- 
ment that Sir Ali Imam called the witness 
Panna Lai a liar. We think that what 
Sir Ali Imam did say was, “I put it to 
you that the statement made by you is 
untrue, that is, is not true, that it is false.” 
However, although we think that the unfor- 
tunate incident which took place between 
Sir Ali Imam and Mr. Foster is much to 
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be regretted, we cannot say that the learned 
Judge has done anything which would lead 
us in any way to hold that he has rendered 
himself incapable to proceed with the trial 
of this case and to discharge his duties 
fairly or impartially. Therefore, we feel that 
we must refuse this application. 

Chapman, J. — I agree. I desire to add one 
or two words upon the two points on which 
the application for transfer is based. In 
respect of the first ground, which concerns 
the* unfortunate incident which arose from a 
question asked by Sir Ali Imam for the 
purpose of obtaining from the witness in* 
formation in respect of which the District 
Judge had previously allowed privilege, i 
have this to say: that while there was 
reason for the District Judge to complain 
of the question it would have been better 
if he had simply disallowed it. He should 
not have accused Sir Ali Imam of impro- 
priety of conduct. Again, when he saw 
that strong feeling had been aroused, the 
learned Judge was indiscreet in utilising 
that occasion for (hiding fault with the 
manner in which the witness had been cross- 
examined by Sir Ali Imam on the previous 
day. In my opinion the Courts in this 
country should be more careful to show 
courtesy to Counsel who appear before them 
than Courts elsewhere. The Courts have 
not had experience at the Bar and do not 
know the difficulties under which Counsel 
labour in conducting their cases and how 
often faults are due merely to the earnestness 
of the Advocate in tho interest of his client. 
1 have noticed an occasional tendency in 
the Courts in this Province to be too ready 
to attribute impropriety of motive to Counsel. 
They sometimes fail to appreciate that an 
Advocate may be led in the heat of contest 
to indulge in conduct which lie would not 
indulge in but for his zeal to safeguard 
the interests of his client. In any event 
judicial proceedings are better controlled by 
the exercise of dignity than by intemper- 
ance. So far as the refusal of the applica- 
tion for time is concerned, I find it impossible 
to say that the refusal indicates any bias 
in the mind of the Judge. It might have 
been better if the Judge had, as suggested, 
allowed two days time at once, inasmuch as 
in the end the Judge was able to adjourn 
the trial for that period. But it is clear 


that there were special reasons for refus- 
ing to adjourn the case for too loDg a 
period. In the first place there were several 
public servants summoned as witnesses from 
various districts who had been detained in 
Gaya for cross-examination at the request 
of the Counsel for the accused, and in the 
second place the Sessions Judge’s calendar 
was full. In these circumstances the learn- 
ed Judge felt bound to refuse to adjourn 
the trial. Apart from the incident with 
Sir Ali Imam the record shows that the 
learned Judge throughout showed special 
consideration to the interests of the accus- 
ed. I am unable to hold that there was 
any ground for a reasonable apprehension 
in the mind of the accused that lie was 
likely to be prejudiced by reason of a bias 
in the mind of the Judge. 

In these circumstances 1 agree that the 
application for transfer should be rejected. 

Application rejected. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision Case No. 1215 ok 191b. 

February 5, 1917 

Present: - Mr. Justice Teunon and Mr. Justice 

Chaudburi. 

February 19, 1917 
Present : — Mr. Justice Chitty. 

AM RITA LAL BOSE and others — 
Accosed — Petitioners 

versus 

The CHAIRMAN of the CORPORATION 
of CALCUTTA— -Opposite Party. 

Calcutta Municipal Act (111 B.C. of 1899J, 5. 561 — 
Bye-laws framed under Act, Nos. S3, 85, interpretation 
of — Persons guilty of breach of bye-law, whether' punish- 
able separately. 

l*or Curiam , (Teunon, J., dissenting.) — The breach of 
a byo-lnw of the Calcutta Corporation by several persons 
acting in concert is punishable under tho Calcutta 
M unicipnl Act as a single offence, tho individual 
offenders not being punishable separately, [p. 325, 
col. 1; }). 327, col. 2.] 

Tho joint proprietors of a theatre arc “a person” for 
tho purposes of Bye-law No. 85 of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration, framed under the Calcutta Municipal Act. 
Therefore for a breach of the bye-law the proprietors 
arc not liable to be lined separately or more than 
Its. 20 in all. [p. 325, col. I; p. 327, col. 2.] 

When a theatrical performance is continued later 
than 1 a. m. in violation of bye law No. 83 of the 
Calcutta Corporation, the Calcutta Municipal Act 
provides a punishment for the offence and not for the 
individual offenders, [p. 325, col. 1; p. 827, col. 2.] 
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Per Chitty, J . — The provisions ot‘ the Indian Penal 
Code have no direct bearing on the question of the 
interpretation of a bye-law of the Calcutta 
Corporation, [p. 328, col. I.] 

It will be ultra vires of the Calcutta Corporation to 
frame a bye-law under the Municipal Act providing 
separate punishments for offenders jointly implicated 
in_a breach of the bye-law. [p. 327, col. 2; p. 328, col. 

1. j 

Per Teunon, J . — Under section 561 of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act a breach of a bye-law framed by the 
Calcutta Corporation makes the persons jointly guilty 
of the breach separately liable to be punished with 
a tine of Rs. 20 each. [p. 324, col. 1.] 

FACTS of the oase appear from the fol- 
lowing judgments of Teunon and Chaudhuri, 

JJ: — 

Teunon, J.— In this case the three peti- 
tioners are the co-sharer owners, and mana- 
gers of a theatre known as the Star Theatre 
situate in Cornwallis Street in the town of 
Calcutta. 

On the night of 3rd September 1916 the 
performance at this theatre was continued 
beyond the hour 1 a. m., the closing hour 
tixed by the bye-laws framed by the Cor- 
poration under section 559, sub-section 52, 
of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1899. The 
petitioners have, therefore, been convicted of 
a breach of one of the aforesaid bye-laws, 
namely, the 83rd and under the 85th bye- 
law they have been sentenced, the first 
petitioner to pay a fine of Rs. 20 and the 
2nd and 3rd petitioner each to pay a fine of 
Rs. 10. 

It is not disputed, on the contrary it is 
admitted, that the petitioners acting in 
concert committed the breach complained 
of, but on their behalf it is urged that 
under section 561 of the Act the breach 
of a bye-law is au offence single (or 
joint and indivisible) in its nature, and 
that there can, therefore, be but one penalty, 
a fine not exceeding Rs. 20. In other 
words, it is contended that in so far as 
Bye-law No. 85 says that every person guilty 
of a breach may be punished with fine 
which may extend to Rs. 20, it has gone 
beyond section 561, which provides that it 
is the breach of a bye-law that is or may 
be punishable with a fine of that amount 
and to that extent, therefore, the bye-law is 
ultra vires. 

In support of this contention the case 
of Bex v. Clark (1), decided by Lord Mans- 
field in 1777, has been cited. In the 

(1) (1777) 2 Cowp. 610; 98 B. R. 1267. 


course of the argument we have also been 
referred to the case of Crepps v. Durden 
(2), which seems to have no bearing on 
the question now at issue and also the 
case of Reg. v. Dean (3) and Reg. v. Little- 
child (4). 

Now in each of these cases it is to be 
observed that the joint offenders were 
severally punished, and the observations 
of the learned Judges touching offences in 
which, however many the persons concerned, 
only one penalty attaches, must be regard- 
ed as largely in the nature of obiter dicta. 

Two earlier cases, King v. Bleasdale (5) 
and Hardyman v. Whitaker (6), the latter 
cited in Rex v. Clark (1), appear to have 
been decided on the speoial wording of the 
Statute 12 Ann. c. 14, section 4. I 

Whether the distinction drawn or attempt- 
ed to be drawn in Rex v. Clark (1) between 
offences single in their nature and offences 
several in their nature continues at the 
present time to be recognised in English 
Law may be said, I think, to be doubt- 
ful. 

But, whatever the law in England, no 
Indian authority in support of the conten- 
tion advanced on behalf of the petitioners 
has been cited before us, and to any mind 
it is fairly clear that neither the distinction 
referred to nor collective penalties have 
been recognized in Indian penal legis- 
lation. 

In support of this view I should refer 
to the definition of the word offence” in 
section 40 of the Indian Penal Code. The 
2nd clause of that section makes the subse- 
quent sections (109, 110, 112 and 114 — 

117) regarding abetment applicable to things 
punishable under special or local laws; 
section 109 then provides that each con- 
spirator shall be punished with the punish- 
ment provided for the offence committed in 
pursuance of the conspiracy. 

I should next refer to the Bengal General 
Caluses Act, I of 1899, which, for instance, 
applies sections 64 and 67 of the Indian 

(2) (1777) 2 Cowp. 640; 1 Smith's Leading Cases 
651; 98 E. li. 1283. 

(3) (1843) 12 M. & W. 39; 13 L. J. Ex. 33; 67 R. R. 
248; 152 E. R. 1102. 

(4) (1871) 6 Q. B. 293 at p. 296; 40 L. J. M. 0. 137j 
24 L. T. 233; 19 VV. R.748. 

(5) (1792) 4 T. R. 809; 100 E. R. 1314. 

(6) (1801) 2 East 573 »; 102 E. R. 489. 
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Penal Code to fines imposed under bye- 
laws made under the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, III of 1-99. 

For these reasons and on general princi- 
ples I hold that when in section 56 1 of 
the Calcutta Municipal Act it is said that 
a breach of a bye-law may be made punish- 
able with fine which may extend to twenty 
rupees, what is provided is that the per- 
sons guilty of the breach, and in the case 
of breaches jointly committed each offender, 
may be punished to that extent. 

A secondary argument was that by virtue 
of the definition of the word persons” to 
be found in the Bengal General Clauses Act, 
section 3, sub-section (32), the three petitioners 
being joint proprietors of the theatre in 
question are to be regarded as one person 
for the purpose of the bye law But the 
definition applies only when there is no 
repugnancy in the subject or context. In 
the view I take three offenders cannot bo 
punished as one, and fine and imprisonment 
are not to be apportioned. 

Lastly, 1 observe that my learned colleague 
has suggested that the facts have not been 
sufficiently investigated, but this is to go 
outside the scope of the Rule and beyond 
any suggestion made or argument advanced 
either at the time when the application was 
presented or when the Rule came on for 
hearing. The petitioners having pleaded 
guilty, further investigation of facts became 
unnecessary, and there has been no sugges- 
tion that the theatre was kept open other, 
wise than as the result of combination and 
agreement between all three. 

In the foregoing reasons, 1 am of opi- 
nion that the bye-law in question is not 
ultra vires and the petitioners have been pro- 
porly convicted and sentenced. 

In this view this Rule should be dis- 
charged. 

CiiAUDHUiii, J. — This Rule was issued at 
the instance of three petitioners calling 
upon the Municipal Magistrate and the 
Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, to 
show cause why the line imposed upon 
them should not be reduced to a sum nut 
exceeding Kg. 20 in all. They ere the 

proprietors of a theatre known as the 
it)tai' Theatre” and have been cunvictod ami 
^eutoncod by tbo Municipal Magistrate under 
vlauaea oo aud e>5 ut the bye daws framed 


under section 559 (52) of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, Act III B. C. of 1899, for 
having on the 3rd September 1 9 1 conti- 
nued the performance at the theatre later 
than 1 A. ,m. The petitioner Amritalal Bose 
has been lined Rs. 20 and Hari Charan 
Bose and Dasu Charan Neogy, the other 
two petitioners, Rs. 10 each. The question 
before us is whether separate lines exceed- 
ing Rs. 20 in all can be imposed. The 
Magistrate in his explanation says, that it 
has not been shown that the Star Theatre is 
a limited liability company, that the peti- 
tioners may be partners, but do not consitute 
a “ person” in the eye of the law. He 
does not think that the definition of ‘persons’ 
in the General Clauses Act X of lb97 is 
strictly applicable to the Calcutta Munici- 
pal Act and the bye laws thereunder. He 
has, however, overlooked that the Bengal 
General Clauses Act — Act 1 of 1899 — applies, 
section 3, sub-section (32), of which defines 
“person” thus: “‘Person’ shall include 
any company or association or body of 
individuals, whether incorporated or uot.” 
If the petitioners constitute a partnership, 
incorporated or not, it comes within the 
definition. Bye-law No. 85 runs as follows: — 

‘ Every person guilty of a breach of any 
of these bye laws (referring to the bye- 
laws relating to theatre) shall be punish- 
able with line which may extend to Rs. 
20.” I do not think that the three peti- 
tioners can be separately punished with 
fine exceeding Rs. 20 in all for a breach of 
byo-law No. 83, which prohibits porformanoe 
later than 1 a.m. Section i>59 of Aofc 111 
of 1899, sub-section (52), empowers the 
General Committee of the Municipality to 
make bye-laws for the regulation of theatres. 
Section 5G 1 provides that in making a bye- 
law under section 359 the General Com- 
mittee may provido that a breach of it 
shall be punishable with fine whioh may 
extend to Rs. 20. The penalty is, therefore, 
limited to Rs. 20 only. No doubt Bye-law 
No. 83 says every person guilty of a broach 
shall be punishable. 4 The (Statute makes 
I lie breach punishable. I do nut think that 
the limit which has been imposed by the 
►Slatuio can be exceeded by any bye-law. 
1 be Magistrate explains that Bye-law No. 85 
says: Evoiy person shall ho funishable 

und uul every offence is to be punished.*. 
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He has referred to the case of 1 leg. v. 
Dean (3), and says that he has followed 
that ruling in awarding the above punish- 
ment. It is to be noticed that the case re- 
ferred to was one under section 44 of the 
Smuggling Prosecution Act, 3 Sc 4 Will. 4, 
c. 53, which clearly makes different per- 
sons liable. Baron Alderson points out 
that it is necessary to look at the Statute to 
see whether it was intended that every person 
offending should be punished. Here clearly 
the Statute provides that the breach shall be 
punishable and the bye-law thereunder must 
be interpreted in that light. No bye law can 
extend the meaning or effect of the present 
Statute. Here the penalty under the Statute 
refers to the offence. Crimes nndobtedly 
are several, but an offence of this character 
can rarely be said to be several. The 
‘ person” who is guilty of the offence are 
the proprietors of the theatre, not the 
partners individually. If each partner were 
held liable for the breach, the larger the 
number of proprietors the greater would 
be the penalty. 1 do not think it was 

ever intended that the tine was to be imposed 
in this way, a limit having been placed as 
to the amount by the Statute itself. 
In Rex v. Dlark (1) Lord Mansfield 
enunciates the principle thus : ‘ Where 

the offence is in its nature single, and 
cannot be severed, there the penalty 
shall be only single; because though several 
persons may join in committing it, it 

still constitutes bat or e offence.” Rex v. 
Clark (1) was treated as good law in 
Reg. v. LiUlechild (4), in which Hannen, 
J., quoted with approval the following rule 
from Paley on Convictions 5th edition 262, 
(6th edition, page 275): “if either the penalty 
be imposed by the Act upon each person 
convicted, even where the offence would 
in its own nature be single, or if the 
quality of the offence be such that the 
guilt of one person may be distinct from 

that of the others, in either of these 

cases the penalties are several.” Here the 
Act has not imposed several penalties, and 
it does not seem to me that keeping the 
theatre open is such an offence that 

the guilt of one proprietor can be consider- 
ed distinct from the guilt of the others. 
They collectively are a “person”. Crepps 
V. Durden (2) was cited at the Bar 


to show that such an offence is not divisible 
in point of time. It relates to Sunday 
sales whioh are prohibited by 29 Car. 2, 
c. 7, and it was held that different 
sales by the same person on a Sunday 
are not punishable as separate offences but 
as one offence. A breach of Bye-law No. 85 
is under the Bengal General Clauses Act, 
Act I of 1899, section 3, sub section (30\ an 
( ffence which is defined as any act 
or omission made punishable by any law 
for the time being in force”. The punish- 
ment for the offence is provided in the 
Municipal Act, and also in the bye-law 
thereunder. Section 26 of the Bengal 
General Clauses Act provides that sections 
63 to 70 of the Indian Penal Code and 
the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code 
relating to the issue of processes for the 
levy of fines apply to all fines imposed 
under any Bengal Act or any rule or 
bye-law thereunder, unless the latter 
contains an express provision to the con- 
trary. Beyond that we need not go to the 
Penal Code. In this case we need not 
consider the question as to whether “abet- 
tors as defined in the Penal Code can he 
held liable. The^ Magistrate says that the 
petitioners are “also managers in three 
different capacities of the theatre in ques- 
tion”. There is nothing to show what 
part each took in the management of the 
theatre. It is not shown what each of 
them did in respect of the performance 
on the 3rd September. They have been 
separately fined, merely as proprietors. No 
individual default has been proved or 
attempted to be proved against them. 
They apparently admitted they were pro- 
prietors and pleaded guilty that the theatre 
was kept open after 1 a. m. Beyond that 
nothin* has been proved against them. I 
am not prepared to give the bye-law an ex- 
tended application and hold that individual 
members of the audience who were present on 
that occasi >n, the actors, the orchestra and 
the menial staff of the theatre, all who aided 
the performance, are liable to a fine of Rs. 2C 
each, under Bye-law No. 85. Take for instance 
Bye law No. 84, which says that the manager 
shall not allow any person in a state of in- 
toxication to enter a theatre. Bye-law No. 85 
equally applies to its breach, but by the 

introduction of the abetment sections jn 
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the Penal Code, various other persons may 
be held liable. It seems to me fairly clear 
that it was not so intended but as I have 
said, it is unnecessary to deal with that 
question in this case. In the case of 
penalties we cannot adopt an oppressive 
interpretation. Several bye-laws have been 
framed under the Municipal Act for the 
regulation of theatres and section S5 
collectively deals with penalties for their 
breach. The language used in it does not 
seem to me to be happy. 

The Magistrate has referred to some 
earlier oases in which separate fines were 
imposed upon the petitioners, to which 
apparently they did not object. f notice 
that in all these cases the aggregate amount 
of fine imposed did not in any instance 
exceed Rs 20. Those cases have no value at 
all in considering the question before us. 

In view of what I have said, I would 
make the Rule absolute, and direct that the 
fine in excess of Rs. 20, if paid, be re- 
funded. 


The Judges being equally divided in 
opinion, the case was under section 429, 
Criminal Procedure Code, laid before Mr. 
Justice Chitty. 

Mr. Norton (with him Babu Ilemendra Nath 
Sen), for the Petitioners. — Section 559, sub- 
seotion 52, of the Calcutta Municipal Act 
empowers the Corporation to frame certain 
bye-laws for the regulation of theatres, etc. 
Section 561 of the same Act makes the 
breaoh of a bye-law punishable with fine. 
The petitioners are here charged with the 
breach of Bye-law No. 83 and the punishment 
for that breach is stated in Bye-law No. 85. 
The punishment is a fine of Rs. 20. It 
is the offence clearly and not the offender, 
whether one or more, that is made punish- 
able by section 561 of the Act. Bye-law 
No. 83 says that every person guilty of a 
breach of any of the bye-laws shall be 
punished with fine, etc. It is wrong to 
hold in the circumstances of the present 
case that each and every one of the three 
petitioners is liable to a fine of Rs. 20 
each. The three persons here are to be 
regarded as one person. Awarding of fine 
exceeding Rs. 20, as it has been done 
here by sentencing the petitioners to pay 

fines of Rs. 40, is ultra vires because the 


provisions of section 561 are clear. Here 
the offence is one and indivisible, it is 
a non-separable offence and so the 
punishment will be Rs. 20 only on the 
petitioners as one person. The offence 
cannot be severed, Rex v. Clark (1) 
Crepps v. Durden (2), Reg. v. Dean (3) and 
Reg. v. Shou'dar Glienar (7). The inten- 
tion of the Statute is that, every offence 
is to be punished and not every offender. 

The petitioners are joint proprietors 
of the theatre and as such they constitute 
one person as contemplated by the Bengal 
General Clauses Act, 1899. Section 64 
of the Indian Penal Code has no refer- 
ence to the case in point. 

Mr. Langford James (with him Babu 
Manmathanath Mookerjee ), for the Cor- 
poration. — The wording of the Statute 
is clear and it is this, — Every 
person guilty of a breach of any of 
these bye- laws shall be punishable, etc., 
vide. Bye-law No. 85. So as a logical corol- 
lary, each of the three petitioners is liable 
to pay the fines inflicted on them. To say 
that they constitute one person is to stretch 
the meaning. Moreover, it has not been 
proved that there three form a limited 
liability company; each one of them is 
entrusted with different functions. The 
bye law contemplates punishing the 
offender for the breach, viz., continuing 
the theatre beyond 1 a m. The oases 
cited by Mr. Norton do not lay down any 
proposition as to whether the offence here 
is inseparable and single or can be severed, 
and the remarks made there are in the 
nature of obiter dicta and so they must 
not guide your Lordships. Indian penal 
legislation does not recognise any distinction 
between single or several offences and 
the other side has not cited any Indian 
authority. Refers to section 40 of the 
Indian Penal Code and section 26 of Act 
I of 1899. Bye-law No. 85 says that every 
person shall be punishable and not every 
offence is to be punished. 

JUDGMENT.— In this case a Rule was 
issued at the instance of the three petitioners 
Amritalal Bose, Hari Prasad Bose and Dasu 
Clmran Neogi, calling on the Municipal 
Magistrate and the Chairman of the Cor- 
poration fo show cause why the sentences 
(7) 7 B. H. C. R. Cr. 39. 
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imposed on the three petitioners should not 
be modified and reduced to a sum not exceed- 
ing Rs. 20 in all. The grounds were (1) that 
Bye-law No. £5 does not empower the Magis- 
trate to impose a fine of more than Rs. 20 
for a breach thereof, and (2) that the peti- 
tioners being joint partners and owners of 
the Star Theatre were a “person” within 
the meaning of Bye-law No. £5 and thus not 
liable to be fined separately or more than 
Rs. 20 in all. Tho learned Judgos who 
heard the Rule having differed in opinion, 
the case lias been laid before me for my 
opinion under section 420, Criminal Procedure 
Code. The three petitioners are the joint 
proprietors of the Star Theatre in Cornwallis 
Street. On the night of 3rd September 
1916, the performance at that theatre was 
continued beyond 1 A m. The three 
petitioners were summoned for having 
committed a breach of Bye-law No. 83 and 
the second petitioner appeared and ad- 
mitted the offence. The Municipal Magis- 
trate thereupon fined the three petitioners 
Rs. 20, Rs. 10 and Rs. 10 respectively. 
The only question is whether the imposition 
of such penalties was authorised by law. 

Section 559 of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 
1899, provides that the General Committee 
may make bye-laws, ( inter alia ), (52) for 
the regulation of theatres and other places 
of public resort, recreation or amusement. 

By section 561, in making a bye-law 
under section 559, the General Committee 
may provide that a breach of it shall be 
punishable (u) with fine which may extend 
to twenty rupees, and, in case of a con- 
tinuing breach, with fine which may extend 
to ten rupees for every day during which 
the breach continues after conviction for 
the first breach. . 

By bye-laws made under section 559, 
for the regulation of theatres, etc., it was 
provided, ( inter alia) t (83) no performance 
shall be continued later than 1 a. m. 
unless with the special permission of the 
Chairman for any particular occasion, and 
(85) every person guilty of a breach of 
any of these bye-laws shall be punish- 
able (a) with a fine which may extend 
to twenty rupees, etc., (following the words 
of section 561 above quoted). 

In Paley on Summary Convictions, 6th 

edition, at page 275, the law is thus 


stated: “Though several offenders may be 
(as it seems) included in one conviction for 
offences jointly committed, it depends 
upon the wording of the particular 
Statutes applicable to each case and the 
quality of the offence, whether each person 
be liable to a distinct penalty or all col- 
lectively to but one.” The determina- 
tion of the question, therefore, depends 
upon the interpretation to be put upon the 
particular Statute, in this case the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1899. In Rex v. Clark (1) 
Lord Mansfield thus enunciated the propo- 
sition: “Where the offence is in its nature 
single, and cannot be severed, there thG 
penalty shall be only single, because 
though several persons may join in commit- 
ting it, it still constitutes but one offence; 
but where the offence is in its nature several, 
and where every person concerned may be 
separately guilty of it, there each offender 
is separately liable to the penalty ; because 
the crime of each is distinct from the 
offence of the others and each is punish- 
able for his own crime. ” I am unable 
to agree that because in that case the 
offence was found to be in its nature 
several, this is a mere obiter dictum. It 
lays down in clear and unmistakable terms 
the test to be applied. So, too, the 
remarks of Alderson, B., in Reg. v. Dean (3): 
“ We must look at the Statute to see 

whether it was intended that every person 
offending should be punished, or merely that 
every offence should be punished. The 
question is, whether an offence which is 
committed by several persons is to be 
visited by one penalty or each person is to 
be visited by a penalty ” In the case before 
me I am clearly of opinion that the offence 
is single in its nature and that the 
Calcutta Municipal Act provides a punish- 
ment for the offence, and not for the indivi- 
dual offenders. The words a breach (of a 
bye-law) shall be punishable” can only mean 
that. Nor can it have been intended that 
the penalty to be imposed, i. e., Rs. 20 or 
Rs 10 per diem, for a continuing breach, 
should be indefinitely multiplied in propor- 
tion to the number of persons jointly com- 
mitting such breach. 

If it be argued that such an intention 
is indicated by the use of the words: Every 

person’* in Bye-law No. 85, and if that was 
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tli© only possible interpretation to be put 
upon them, I should be inclined to hold 
that the bye-law was to that extent ultra 
vires. Hut I do not so read it. The word 
person” by the definition in the Bengal 
Clauses Act, 1 S9M, includes * any company, 
or association or body of individuals, whe- 
ther incorporated or not.” Jt would, there- 
fore, include the three petitioners as joint 
proprietors of this theatre and they may 
properly be regarded as a "person” fo r the 
purposes of Bye-law No. So. 

In my opinion the provisions of the 
Indian Penal Code have no direct bearing 
on the present question, which is one of 
the interpretation of the particular Statute. 
No doubt some of the provisions of that 
Code are made applicable by the Bengal 
General Clauses Act, 1S9.9, and in other 
ways to offences under special and local 
laws, such as the present. But we are not 
now concerned with, say, the question of 
abetment of the breach of a bye-law, and 
1 am not prepared to say that a person 
might not be charged with such an abet- 
ment. The question of intention would then 
crop up, which finds no place in cases of 
the breach of many of the bye-laws. 

So far a3 section 64 of the Indian Penal 
Code is concerned, it has been pointed out 
that it could not be enforced in case of 
such a breach of a bye law as that which 
we are now considering fsee Basanta Knmari 
Pevi v. Corporation of Calcutta (8) J. 

So far as I am aware, the principles laid 
down in the various English cases for the 
interpretation of the Statutes, to ascertain 
whether the offence be single or several in 
its nature, have not been changed in recent 
yearfc. In the case of Beg. v. Slnavdar 
Glitnar (7), the question came before a Pull 
Bench of the Bombay High Court. There 
Westropp, C. J., in an exhaustive judgment 
reviewed all the English cases, and the 
Court applying the same test to the Statute 
then before them ( Regulation _v A | ( ,f 1S27, 
section 4) held I bat the several accused could 
only l-o liable for the one penally. This 
case, which does not appear to have been 
cited to the Bench who heard I ho Rule, 
shows that in Bombay at least the old 
English decisions were accepted as sound 
law in 1870. . 

I agree, therefore,' with Clmudhnri, J., in 
(&) II I ml. Pec. 142; 15 C. \Y\ N, «irp, 


holding that the Rule must be made abso- 
lute. The conviction of the three petitioners 
will be upheld but the penalty imposed upon 
them will be one of Rs. 20 only, to be 
apportioned equally between them. Any 
excess over Rs. 20, if paid, to be refunded. 

Rule mad? absolute . 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
Criminal Miscellaneous Application No. fO 

op 1917, 

May 4, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Piggott and 
Mr. Justice Walsh. 

HA NSRAJ SINGH — Applicant 

versus 

BHAGWANA — Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 1898,1, ss. 476, 
l9o — Prosecution of complainant — Sanction , form of 
— Court , duty of. 

Where the prosecution of a complainant is 
justifiable in the general public interest, it should 
he carefully guarded against becoming a means of 
oppression or revenge in the hands of individuals, 
[p. 329, col. 2.] 

Therefore, under such circumstances an order 
under section 476, Criminal Procedure Code, is more 
appropriate than an order for sanction under section 
195, Criminal Procedure Code. [p. 329, col. 2; p. P80, 
cob 2.] 

Per )\'alsh f J . — The absence of an authority whoso 
duty it is to decide upon and undertake prosecutions 
under section 211 is a flaw in the criminal procedure 
in this country, [p. 329, col. 2.] 

There is no higher duty laid upon a Court of Law 
i hnn that of strict enforcement of a strict adherence 
in truth, [p. 330, col. 1.] 

lVr Piggott, J . — Where one of two Judges constitut- 
ing a bench is clearly of opinion that the case under 
consideration is a proper one for the institution 
uf further proceedings, it would be improper for his 
colleague to refuse to concur, [p. 8.0, cols. 1 & 2.] | 

Criminal miscellaneous application for 

sanction to prosecute the opposite party under 

section 194, Indian Penal Code. 

Mr. Sital Prasad Ghosh , for the Applicant. 

Mr. G. W. 1 niton, for the Opposite Party. 

JUDGMENT. 

W alsh, J. — l think this case demands fur- 
ther enquiry and I be better plan is to send 
jt to the District Magistrate of Allahabad as 
the nearest Magistrate” and on our own 
initiation under section 526, Criminal Proce- 
dure Code, to transfer it thence to the District 
Mngish ate of Meeiut to institute proceed- 
ings against (1) Mnsammat Bbarto under 

Pfctioji 211, Indian Penal Cede, for having, in 
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the first report made on 15th October 1916 at 
the Police Station, Begaraabad, laid a false 
charge against Hansraj Singh for the murder 
of Ganga Bakhsh, knowing the said charge 
to be false, (2) Mnsammat Bharto and 
Nanhua for having on the same date con- 
spired to make such false charge and hav- 
ing conspired to support it by evidence which 
they knew to be false, (3) Musammat Bharto 
for offences under section 194, Indian Penal 
Code, at the Court of Session, Meerut, on the 
3rd of January 1917 in Trial No. 105 by 
falsely swearing, (a) “l met the ehoukidar 
on the road by the village. He was sitting 
there a little way from the village. I told 
him to accompany me”. (5) “The chowki - 
dar did not go to see the body”, (r) “I do 
not know Balle Mukhia. I do not know any 
Balwant. I did not go out of the house. I 
did not go to Balle’s house and did not see 
Balle that day.” (d) “We (i.e., Ganga 
Bakhsh and Musammat Bharto) had bullocks 
when he was called a month before (he was 
killed), two bullocks and a buffalo. My 
father-in-law had the cane sown after plough- 
ing with his own bullocks. The field had 
been ploughed three or four days before my 
father-in-law was killed;” (4) Nankua Jat 
for offences under section 194, Indian Penal 
Code, at the time and place mentioned in- 
paragraph (3) in respect of the following 
statements: (a) “l heard Hansraj giving 
abuse to Ganga Bakhsh. I saw them two 
150 yards away. Hansraj began to say to 
Ganga Bakhsh, l B(tichod , I told you last 
night to plough. Hoshyar, beat berchod.' 
Hoshyar then hit Ganga Bakhsh with 
a lathi on the head. Ganga Bakhsh fell.” (5) 
Hansraj kept saying the same thing over and 
over again. ‘Why are you ploughing when I 
forbade you last night.’ Hansa told Hoshyar 
to beat the betichod as he had forbidden him 
the night before to plough the field.” (5) Bhag- 
wana for offences under section 194, Indian 
Penal Code, at the time and place mentioned 
in paragraph (3) in respect of the following 
statements: (a) “Hansraj was giving gali to 
Ganga Bakhsh. I saw them two 150 yards 
^way. Hansraj began to say to Ganga Bakhsh, 
Betichod , I told you last night not to plough. 

• Hoshyar, beat the berchod ” Hoshyar then hit 
Ganga Bakhsh with a lathi on the head. Ganga 
Bakhsh fell.” ( b ) “I was going to Qadirabad to 
Amir dam to take back some clothes. T had 
1?iven tbem.to him 4 or 5 days before. I had got 


other clothes made by him.” (c) “l did not go 
to Balwant’s house at all that day. I did not 
see Balwant that day.” I do not think 
that any prosecution undertaken as the result 
of this order need necessarily include all the 
statements abcve set out or need be confined 
to such statements, if it is thought that charges 
ought to be framed including other state- 
ments from the same deposition of the same 
witness respectivelj r . Those are matters 
more fit to be decided by the Court under- 
taking the enquiry and deliberately framing 
the charges. I say nothing about the merits, 
except that the charge on which the evidence 
was given was a serious one resulting in a 
capital sentence, which this Court quashed 
on account of the unsatisfactory nature of 
the evidence which, if untrue, would appear 
to have been elaborately concocted in con- 
cert. The question comes before us upon 
three applications primarily for sanction. 
Under the circumstances I would not grant 
sanction to prosecute if the result of doing 
so would be to leave the matter in the hands 
of the applicant. 

Prosecution in this case is justifiable only 
in the general public interest and should be 
carefully guarded against becoming a means 
of oppression or revenge in the hands of 
individuals. Our attention was drawn to the 
provisions of section 476, Criminal Procedure 
Code, as a means of avoiding this contingency. 
It is on this ground that I think it wise to 
make an order under that section rather than 
grant the application in the form in which 
it is primarily made. On the general ques- 
tion, I recognise that there may be circum- 
stances which justify a Court in refusing 
to take action under either section. These 
are considerations which in my judgment 
are really more fit for executive action than 
for a judicial Tribunal. Whether the evi- 
dence is sufficient to secure the conviction, 
whether the prosecution is able to present a 
case with sufficient substance in it to justify 
its continuance to a hearing, whether the 
complaint is made with an indirect motive, 
whether the piosecution may result in terrify- 
ing witnesses from coming forward at all in 
the interests of justice, are matters really 
for departmental decision. It seems to me 
that the absence of an authority whose duty it 
is to decide upon and undertake prosecu- 
tions of this kind, is a flaw in the criminal 
procedure of this country. T cannot sitting 
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here allow myself to condone what seems 
to be a case of perjury even when appa- 
rently committed in the supposed vindica- 
tion of the law. A judicial Tribunal cannot 
commit itself to the proposition that the end 
justifies the means. It seems to me more 
injurious that a possibly innocent man should 
be hanged upon perjured evidence than that 
a possibly guilty one should escape punish- 
ment or even reap some advantage from the 
corrupt conduct of his enemies. Theoratic- 
ally there is no higher duty laid upon a 
Court of Law than that of strict enforcing of 
a strict adherence to truth. 

PiGGOTT, J — I feel bound to add a few 
words in order to explain my position in 
this matter. It hfls never been my practice 
to wait for an application from any person 
to move me to exercise the powers conferred 
upon Courts of Justice by section 476 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure in respect of 
the offences committed before such Courts 
or brought under their notice in the course 
of a judicial proceeding. If I think at the 
time of my order disposing of the judicial 
proceeding, whatever it may bo, that the 
interests of justice require action to be taken 
under the section above mentioned, 1 have 
invariably taken such action. When dispos- 
ing of the appeal of Hansraj Singh, 1 did not 
at the time think that it was advisable 
to institute proceedings against any of the 
witnesses for the prosecution. So far as 
my experience goes, it is an exceptionally 
strong step for an Appellate Court to direct 
a prosecution in respect of evidence which 
has been believed by the Court which heard 
it. 1 cannot say that I am satisfied now 
that the interests of justice require or will 
be served by the order in which I propose 
to concur. The application before us, how- 
ever, was in the alternative asking either foran 
order of sanction under section 195, Criminal 
Procedure Code, or for an order under section 
476 of the same Code directing an enquiry 
or trial. An application for sanction merely 
asks the Court to remove in its discretion a 
bar which the Legislature has seen fit to 
impose upon the institution of proceedings in 
respect of certain classes of offences. When 
one of twj Judges constituting a Bench of this 
Court is clearly of opinion that the case 
under consideration is a proper one for the 
institution of further proceedings, I think it 

would be improper for his colleague* to refuse 

X 


to concur. I should have found it impos- 
sible, therefore, to withhold my concurrence 
if my learned colleague had desired merely 
to grant the sanction applied for under 
section 1 y 5, Criminal Procedure Code. Under 
the circumstances of this case we were both 
agreed that an order under section 476, Cri- 
minal Procedure Code, was more appropriate 
than a mere order of sanction to prosecute. 1 
have, therefore, thought it right to concur in 
the order proposed and I do so accordingly. 

Order accordingly. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 140 ok 1917. 

April 26, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Mullick. 

Mahantk KRISHNA DEYAL GIR and 
another— 1st Party — Petitioners 

versus 

Sheikh NIRMALI and another — 2nd Party 

— Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V 0/I899J, »*• 145 (6) 
— “ Due course of laic," meaning of. 

Tho phraso “due course of law" in section 145 (6) 
of the Criminal Procedure Codo does not necessarily 
mean n decree of a Civil Court, but an order which 
evicts a party must either bo an order of a Civil 
Court or of a Court acting under statutory authority. 
In the latter case, there must bo a clear indication, 
express or implied in the terms of the Statute itself, 
lo show that the order has tho effect of a decree, [p. 
331, col. 2.] 

Leo. Muore v. Monoranja n Ouha, 12 0. \V, N. 696; 7 
C. L. J. 547, followed. 

Criminal revision against the order of the 
Sub-Divisinal Magistrate, Gaya, dated 22nd 
February 1917. 

Sir Ali Imam (with him Messrs. P. 0. 
Manuk , S. N. Pal it , Kailash Pati and Pro- 
fulla Rumar Bose), for the Appellants. 

Mr. Abunibhushan Murkherji , for the Re- 
spondents. 

JUDGMENT. - The first party in these pro- 
ceedings is a person who claims through the 
Mahanth of Budh Gaya, and the seoond 
party is a person who claims through lrshad 
Ali Khan by purchase. 

It is admitted that the Mahanth is the 
proprietor in possession of 13 annas 
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(thirteen annas) of Mouza Jaigir, which is 
the village in dispute, and that in 1889 he 
became an usufructuary mortgagee of the 
remaining 3 annas (three annas) and that on 
the 29th of April 1916 there was a proceed- 
ing under section 145, Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code, between the first party and 
second party with the result that the first 
party, was confirmed in possession of the 
whole of the disputed land. Then at or 
about the month of July 1916 the second 
party deposited in the Civil Court, pur- 
porting to act under section 83 of the 
Transfer of Property Act, the amount 
of the zarpeshgi , but the Mahan tk declined 
to accept the deposit and that matter is 
still in dispute. It also appears that a 
litigation is going on about the Ma- 
hanth's title by purchase to an one anna 
odd 9hare of the three annas which the 
second party claim. 

On the 27th of July 1916 the Settle- 
ment Officer made an order directing that 
the second party should be recorded as 
proprietors in possession of the three-annas 
share and that the entry in favour of the 
first party as usufructuary mortgagee should 
be cancelled. There were then disputes 
between the parties and a temporary injunc- 
tion under section 144, Criminal Procedure 
Code, was issued by the Magistrate on both 
sides. 

Finally on the 2nd of February 1917 
the Police reported that the second party 
was wrongfully interfering with the posses- 
sion of the first party and that action 
under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, 
should be taken against them. The Sub- Divi- 
sional Magistrate of Gaya, however, declined to 
take aotion under section 107, Criminal 
Procedure Code, and decided to take aotion 
under section 145, Criminal Procedure Code. 
The present application is made by the 
first party on the ground that the learned 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate had no jurisdiction 
to take fresh proceedings under section 145, 
Criminal Procedure Code, while the proceed- 
ing of the 29th of April 1916 declaring 
the possession of the first party remained 
in force. 

Now that proceeding directed that the 
first party was to be maintained in posses- 
sion till evicted by due course of law. The 


question is, has the first party been evicted 
by due course of law. 

The learned Vakil for the second party 
contends that the Settlement Officer’s order 
amounts to an eviction of the first party 
by due course of law and he relies upon 
Leo. Morre v. Monoranjan Guha (1). 

It my be admitted that due course of 
law does not necessarily mean a decree 
of the Civil Court, but an order which 
evicts the first party must be either an 
order of a Civil Court or of a Court acting 
under statutory authority. Jn the latter 
case, there must be a clear indication, ex- 
press or implied in the terms of the 
Statute itself, to show that the order has 
the effect of a decree. 

Now here, what was the nature of the 
Settlement Officer’s order? The Settlement 
Officer’s order created no rights. He had 
only the power to record possession. The 
record was only a rebuttable piece of 
evidence and there is no statutory authority 
by which it can be inferred that such a 
record has the effect of evicting a person 
from any property. It is quite clear to 
my mind that the Settlement Officer had 
no power to evict the first party by his 
order. 

Let us next look at the Settlement 
Officer’s entry as a piece of evidence. It 
is contended that upon the entry itself it 
mu 9 t be presumed that the second party had 
legal possession at the time that the entry 
was made. 

It is quite clear, however, from the 
judgment of the learned Settlement Officer 
himself that the only ground for cancelling 
the entry in favour of the first party and 
substituting an entry in favour of the 
second party was that the second party 
had deposited in Court the amount of the 
usufructuary mortgage. Apparently the 
Settlement Officer thought that this was 
sufficient to transfer legal possession and 
that title passed automatically from the 
first party to the seoond party. This, 
however, was a totally erroneous conception 
of the law and where, as in this case, the 
first party does not admit the validity of 
the deposit, no inference as to the passing 
of title can be made. The Settlement 

(1) 12 C. W. N. 696; 7 C. L. J. 547. 


332 


[ 191 ? 


INDIA.N OASES. 


HIIOLA V. EMPEROR. 

Offioer’s proceedings as evidence rebut 
themselves and it is quite clear that the 
entry was incorrect. 

It is also further clear that the learned 
Sub- Divisional Magistrate had only the 
Police report as a basis for action and as 
the Police themselves reported that the 
first party was in possession and had 
continued in possession since the order 
under section 1 to, Criminal Procedure Code, 
of the 23th of April 19i(>, the Settlement 
Officer's finding, if any such finding can 
he inferred, to fhe effecl that possession 
had parsed from the first party to the 
second party, was totally without evi- 
dence. 

It has been urged that perhaps posses- 
sion passed by consent, but this is negatived 
by the relations of parties and the Police 
report. 

Then it is urged that the second party 
did in fact collect some rents from the 
tenants after depositing the znrpesligi money. 
If that was so, that was an act of trespass. 
So long as the order under section l -Li, 
Criminal Procedure Code, remains in force 
and effect, such an act of trespass would 
not throw the burden of proving possession 
upon the first party again. 

Therefore, on a review of all the circum- 
stances, it is quite clear that the first 
party have neither been evicted in due 
course of law, nor surrendered possession 
amicably; and that upon the evidence which 
was before the learned Sub- Divisional 
Magistrate, the proceeding under section 
I4o made on the 29th of April 1916 was 
still in force and effect; and if that was 
so, the learned Sub- Divisional Magistrate had 
no jurisdiction to institute fresh section 14 ') 
proceedings between the same parties. The 
proper course was to take proceedings under 
section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, against, 
the second party, if he thought that the 
second party was wrongfully disturbing the 
possession of the first party. It. is not 
contemplated by the law that a successful 
party in a proceeding under section l 
should be harassed by repeated proceedings 
under the same section at the instance of 
the unsuccessful party. 

The order of the learned Sub- Divisional 
Magistrate, being in my opinion without 
jurisdiction, is set aside. 

R< vision nrrepfe.t 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Reference No. 367 of 1917, 

May 13, 19)7. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Piggott. 

BHOLA and others— Applicants 

versus 

EMPEROR through NIHAL TAGA — 

Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Art V of 1898), .«. 439 — 
Appoahiblc and n on - appeal able sentences — Ap)wal — 
Conviction set asiite — Sessions dodge, duty of — Revision 
— tliyh Court, power of . 

If n! ono nml tin* sunn* irial an nppealuhln sentence 
is passed agninsl nun or more accused mid non- 
appealable sentences are passed against others and 
i he Sessions Judge, hearing the ease on the merits 
on the appeals of those convicts who had a right ot' 
appeal, conies to the conclusion Hint the convictions 
are bad as against all t lie accused persons, he should 
consider it his dutv to refer to the High Court the 
case of those persons against whom non -appealable 
sentences were passed, and the matter should then 
be dealt with by the High Court under section 439 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code, 1898. [p. 333, col. l.| 

Criminal reference by the Sessions Judge, 
Meerut, dated the 3rd of May 1917. 


JUDGMENT. — This was a case in which 
eleven persons were jointly tried before a 
Magistrate of the first class in respect of 
offences charged under section 409 and sec- 
tion 424 of the Indian Penal (lode. Three 
men were convicted under the former of these 
sections and received appealable sentences, the 
remaining eight, Bhola and others, being 
convicted on a charge under section 4*^4 of the 
Indian Penal Code, were sentenced to fine 
only. The three first mentioned appealed to 
the Sessions Court, and the learned Sessions 
Judge, in a carefully reasoned judgment, 1ms 
accepted their appeal on the facts. He has 
accordingly set aside the convictions and sent- 
ences against these three men and has acquit- 
ted them and ordered their release. The case 
of the eight men against whom unappealable 
sentences were passed has been referred to 
this Court. As the Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure at present stands, there is room for 
controversy as to whether in a ease liko the 
present an appeal from those accused persons 
in respect of whom the sentence passed was 
individually unappealable is barred by the 
provisions of section 413 of that Code. I 
take this opportunity of stating that, al- 
though 1 have myself expressed and acted 
upon the view that the provisions of section 
413 aforesaid do not operate so as to take 
away the right of appeal, which would other- 
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wise be conferred, iu any case tried by a 
Magistrate of the first class, to the Court of 
Session by section 40$. I find that this view 
has not been generally accepted in this Court 
and has been expressly dissented from by 
the present Acting Chief Justice. I do not 
propose, therefore, further to insist on ray 
own individual view in this matter. So far 
as I am concerned, the law may be taken as 
settled in accordance with what I admit to 
have been the prevailing practice in this 

* ^3 , at one and the same 

trial, an appealable sentence is passed against 
one or more accused and unappealable sen- 
tences against others, and the learned Ses- 
sions Judge, hearing the case on the merits 
on the appeals of those convicts who had a 
right of appeal, comes to the conclusion 
that the convictions were bad as against all 
the persons accused, he should consider it 
his duty to refer to this Court the case of 
those persons against whom unappealable 
sentences were passed. The matter can 
then be dealt with by this Court under its 
general revisional jurisdiction, as provided 
by section 419 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. The procedure is clumsy and I 
hope to see it amended by a reasonable modi- 
fication of the Code. At present this must 
be taken as the settled procedure of this 
Court under the Code as it stands. I have 
no doubt that the learned Sessions Judge 
was right in this case. I accept his refer- 
ence and for the reasons given by him, I 
set aside the convictions and sentences 
against Bhola and each of the other seven 
men named in the referring order. I acquit 
them of the offence; charged and direct 
that the fines imposed upon them if paid, 
be refunded. 

Reference accepted. 



PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 112 of 1917. 

April 24, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Mu Hick. 

HARl PRASAD TEWARI and others — 

1st Party — Petitioners 

versus 

SEWAK DAS — 2nd Party — 
Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 18US,', *. 140 — 
Arbitration — Magistrate , whether can make reference — 
Jurisdiction . 

A Magistrate, aciiug under section 14> of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, lias no jurisdiction even 
with the parties’ consent to refer the dispute to 
arbitration, and to make an order in regard to the 
possession of the parties upon the award of the 
arbitrators, [p. 3 4, col. 2.] 

Criminal revision from an order of the 
Magistrate, Sitamarhi, Darbhanga. 

Mr. L. N. Singh, for the Appellants. 

Mr. Lakshmi Kauta .lha , for the Res- 
pondent. 

JUDGMENT.— The point lor decision 
is whether a Magistrate, acting under section 
145, Criminal Procedure Code, is authorized 
to refer a dispute to arbitration and 


to make an order 
possession of parties 
the arbitrators. The 


in regard to the 
upon the award of 
jurisdiction of the 


High Court to interfere in orders under 
section 1 45 Criminal Procedure Code, has been 
discussed by a Full Bench of this Court in 
Parmessar Singh v. Kailaspati (1), and it 
has been decided that where there has been 
a refusal to exercise jurisdiction or an 
absence of jurisdiction or an excess of 
jurisdiction has been exercised with material 
irregularity, the High Court can interfere. 

Here the question is whether reference of 
a case to arbitrators, even though made 
with the consent of parties, and a decision 
of the case based upon the award of the 
arbitrators is not an illegal exercise of 
jursidiction or refusal to exercise jurisdiction. 
It has been held in Hamidul Haq v. 
Ataet Hussain (2) that a Court has no 
jurisdiction to delegate its functions and 
to refer the dispute to arbitration without 
trying the case under section 145, Criminal 
Procedure Code, and that the decision of a 


(1) 35 1ml. Cas. 801; 1 P. L. J. 330; 17 Cr. L. J 
369; 1 P. L. W. 95; (1917) Put. 1. 

(2) 37 Iml. Cas. 513; 2 P. L. J. 86; 1 P. L. W. 81; 18 
Cr. L. J. 145. 
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case on the award of the arbitrators is not 
a legal exercise of jurisdiction. 

It is contended on behalf of the second 
party that there is nothing in the Criminal 
Procedure Code which prohibits a Magistrate 
to make a reference to arbitration if the 
parties consent to do so and that even if 
it is contrary to the provisions of the 
Code to make such a reference, the error 
is at most an irregularity and in no case 
can amount to an illegal exercise of 
jurisdiction. 

There is, however, no authority cited 
in support of this argument. The learned 
Vakil relies, firstly , upon Janki Miser v. 
Klika Miser (3). In that case a Division 
Bench of the Calcutta High Court did not 
give any reasons for its order, but merely 
remarked that upon the merits of the 
case they declined to interfere, Stevens, 
J., one of the Judges, does appear to have 
said: As the parties themselves had consented 
to an arbitration they had no right to 
complain in revision,” but no reasons were 
assigned for the dictum and it must be 
treated as merely ulnter. The other learned 
Judge, who was a member of the Bench, 
passed his order only upon the merits and 
he appears to have thought that substantial 
justice had been done. 

The next case on which the learned 
Vakil relies is Varamoni Chaudhiirani v. 
Uyanendra Mohan Chaudhurani (4). In that 
case Brett and Harington, JJ., of the 
Calcutta High Court directed that the 
Magistrate should tako into consideration 
the award of the arbitrators. The learned 
Judges, however, refrained from saying whe- 
ther the award would be legal evidence 
and whether the Court was bound to 
abide by it. On the other hand in Banwari 
Lai Mukerjcc v. llriday Chukravmti (5), 
the learned Judges of a Division Bench of 
the Calcutta High Court ruled that the 
Code does not contemplate reference to 
arbitration under section 145, Criminal 
Procedure Code, but they went on to express 
the opinion that the error in this respect did 
not perhaps amount to an illegal exercise of 
jurisdiction. They did not, however, pronounce 
any definite opinion upon the point. 

(3) 6 C. W. N. eix (109). 

(4) 7 C. W. N. 461. 

(6) 32 C. 562; 1 (J. L. J. 432; 2 Cl. L. J. 347. 


To my mind the matter is perfectly clear. 
Under section 145, Criminal Procedure Code, 
the Magistrate has to make an inquiry himself 
and to pass the order after applying his judicial 
mind to the facts of the case, and to 
the evidence adduced by the parties. He 
cannot divest himself of the case by 
delegating the decision to arbitrators even 
though appointed by consent of parties. 
To accept the award of the arbitrators as 
the sole basis of the decision is to substitute 
the mind of the arbitrators for the mind 
of the Court; and that is where the 
refusal to exercise jurisdiction arises. A 
Court may always direct inquiries and call 
for reports and may, where such reports 
are evidence, take them into consideration, 
but an arbitration is a different matter 
altogether, for there the Court accepts the 
award of the arbitrators as the final 
pronouncement upon the facts. Looked at 
in this light, the arbitrators’ award in 
this case was entirely without jurisdiction 
and its acceptance by the learned Magistrate 
as the only basis for his decision con- 
stitutes a refusal to exercise jurisdiction. 

There are two further defects in the 
Magistrate's proceedings. 

The so-called award had been returned 
by only two of the arbitrators and, therefore, 
it was not a complete award on which the 
Court should have aoted. 

The other point is that one member of 
the first party objected to the award, 
saying that his guardian had no right to 
consent to the reference. This point 
was not decided by the learned Magis- 
trate. 

So, even il there was jurisdiction to 
act on the award, there has been material 
irregularity in the exercise of that juris- 
diction. 

The question is not one of simple 
irregularity; in my opinion, there was a 
total absence of jurisdiction. 

But even if the learned Magistrate’s 
acts in making the reference at all aud 
in accepting a defective award amount 
only to irregularities, then the irregularities 
were serious and material irregularity aud 
entitled the first party to invoke the aid of 
this Court. 

The order of the Magistrate will, there- 
lore, be set aside and the proceedings 


INDIAN OASES. 


335 


ToL XL] 

BMPEROR V. LALU QOPE, 

quashed. If there is still a fear of a breach 
of the peace the Magistrate will be at liberty 
to take fresh proceedings. 

Order set aside. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Reference No. 18 of 1917. 

April 25, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Mullick. 

EMPEROR — PhOSECUTOR 

versus 

LALU GOPE and others — Accused. 

Venal Code (Act XLV of 1860 J, s. 424— Mischief — 
Landlord and tenant — Bliaoli danabandi tenant , right 
of, to remove crop — Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 
1898), js. 239 — Several tenants holding separate land* 
of same landlord charged with mischief, whether can 
he tried together. 

A bhaoli danabandi tenant can remove the crop 
cither to the threshing floor or to his house, provided 
he does so in due course of husbandaiy. But before 
lie cuts his crop he must give the landlord reasonable 
opportunity of appraising it. [p. 335, col. 2 ] 

Where five tenants who act in concert are 
charged with the offence of mischief, committed in 
respect of different plots in their respective posses- 
sions they can be jointly tried under section 239 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code. [p. 336, col. 1.] 

Criminal reference made by the Sessions 
Judge, Gaya. 

Rai Tribhuan Nath Sakai and Mr. Murari 
Prasad , for the Accused. 

JUDGMENT. — This reference has been 
made by the learned Sessions Judge of 
Gaya and raises a somewhat interesting 
point of law. 

The five petitioners are tenants on the 
bhaoli danabandi system. It is alleged by 
the prosecution that on the 10th of Decem- 
ber 1916 the petitioners began to cut 
the ripe paddy from their respective holdings. 
The servants of the zemindar thereupon re- 
monstrated on the ground that the zemindar 
had not had time to appraise the crop, 
but the tenants did not listen and carried 
away the crop according to some witnesses 
to their respective threshing floors and 
according to other witnesses to their houses. 

On the 12th of December a complaint 
was lodged on behalf of the zemindar 
against five petitioners charging them 
with an offence under section 424, Indian 


Penal Code, that is to say committing 
mischief in respect of their own property 
in order to cause wrongful loss to the 
landlord. 

The defence of the tenants was that 
the landlord had in fact appraised the crop 
some seven or eight days before the date 
of the cutting, but that defence was dis- 
believed with the result that the Deputy 
Magistrate of Gaya has convicted the 
accused and sentenced them to a fine of 
Rs. 15 each. It appears that after the 
crop was carried away the landlord on 
the 19th of December lodged an application 
under section 69, Bengal Tenancy Act, 
before the Collector asking for the appraise- 
ment of the crop. There is no evidence 
before me as to what was the result of 
that case. 

The learned Vakil for the petitioner has 
strenuously contended that there could have 
been no dishonest intention on the part 
of the petitioners inasmuch as section 71, 
Bengal Tenancy Act, allows the tenants to 
cut and harvest the produce in due course 
of liusbandary without any interference on 
the part of the landlord. He also urges 
that clause 4, section 71, declares how the 
appraisement is to be made, if the tenant 
removes any portion of the produce in such 
a manner as to prevent its due appraise- 
ment at the proper time. 

Now clause 2, section, 71, expressly 
enacts that a tenant holding on the bhaoli 
batai system is not entitled to remove the 
crop from his threshing floor, and it has 
been held* in Kuldip Pandey v. Ramnath 
Singh (1) that if a tenant does so remove 
the produce he is liable to punishment 
under section 424, Indian Penal Code. But 
it is contended that the bhaoli danabandi 
tenant is in a better position and that 
there is nothing to bar his removing the 
crop either to the threshing floor or to his 
house, if this is done in due course of 
husbandary. I accept this contention so 
far as it goes, but clearly it is subject to 
a qualification and that qualification is that 
before the tenant outs his crop, he must 
give the landlord reasonable opportunity 
of appraising it. 

Here the landlord gives evidence that bis 

(1) 35 I nd.. Cas. 491; 1 P. L. J. 353; 17 Cr. L J 
315; (1917) Pat. 71. 
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meu remonstrate with the tenants at the time 
of cutting and he denies that he had any 
opportunity of appraising the crop. The 
tenants set up the case that the landlord had 
in fact appraised the crop earlier and that case 
lias been disbelieved. The onus of proving 
in these circumstances that reasonable 
opportunity was given to the landlord is 
upon the tenants, i have gone through 
the evidence and there is nothing to show 
that the onus has been discharged. 

Then it is contended that there could 
have been no intention to cause wrongful 
loss to the landlord, for the paddy was 
stored at the threshing floor. This is not 
conclusively established by the evidence 
and even if it had been for the landlord’s 
purpose, such storage would have been 
useless unless the produce of each field had 
been separately ticketed so that the 
landlord might have been able to appraise 
the outturn of that field. If it had been 
the intention of the tenants to give 

reasonable opportunity to the landlord to 
appraise the crop, they would have stored 
the produce of each field in order that 
the landlord might have had no ditliculty 
in knowing what was the outturn per 
bifjha of the plots in question. Heading 
the proceedings as a whole, 1 havo no 
doubt that the charge of main Jides against 
the tenants has been conclusively established. 

The result, therefore, is that the reference 
will be disallowed and the conviction and 
sentenoe affirmed. 

A Mother point which has been argued 
by the Vakil is that the trial of five 
tenants holding separate lands in one pro- 
ceeding is contrary to law. Now that 
depends on whether the tenants acted in 
concert. If they did so act, the fact that 
the offence of mischief was committed in 
respect of different plots in the possession 
of different persons would be immaterial. 
l<or the purpose of the Indian Penal Code 

only one offence can be said to have been 
committed, when there is evidence of 
.jointness and concert. In this case there 
is such evidence and, therefore, the procedure 
was not vitiated by any irregularity. 
Under the circumstances it was incumbent 
upon the accused to show that they did 
not act in concert and this they have not 
been able to do. 1 



ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
First Civil Appeal from Order No. 81 

of 1916. 

November 3, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Walsh and 
Mr. Justice Stuart. 

KAMESHAR DAYAL — Defendant — 

Appellant 


versus 

MISRI LAL and others— Plaintiffs — 

Respondents. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 1898^, $.439 — 
Revision— Refusal to restore application to set aside 
appellate decree — Appcal } whether lies. 

So appeal lies against an order refusing to restore 
an application to set aside an appellate decree which 
has been dismissed. Hut where there has been a 
serious miscarriage of justice, the High Court will 
admit the case on the re visional side. 

First appeal from an order of the Second 
Additional Judge, Aligarh, dated the l4th 
December 1915. 

Mr. (Jirdhari lull Agarwala , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Mr. Panna Lai , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — In this case we are of 
opinion that there is no right of appeal. The 
order complained of is an order, dated the 
14th of December 1915, refusing to restore 
an application which had already been dis- 


missed on the 26th of November, which appli- 
cation was to set uside an appellate decree 
of the 21st of August. \\ e are of opinion 
that although the Court below might, in the 
exercise of its inherent jurisdiction, as we 
said yesterday, restore the application, there 
is no appeal against its refusal, but follow- 
ing what we said yesterday, if we were satis- 
fied that there is reason to think that there 
has been a serious miscarriage of justice, 
we might have admitted the case as a revi- 
sion and allowed it to be argued on that 
footing. Wo are not satisfied for many 
reasons that tbero lias beon a miscarriage 


of justice, and it is sufficient to say that the 
absence of the party now applying from the 
application of the 26thof November, which was 
the reason for its refusal, is to this moment 
unexplained. Under these circumstances the 
Court cannot grant a revision. The appeal 
must be dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 
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Appeal from the Calcutta High Court. 

February 1, 1917. 

Present : — Lord Parker of Waddington, 
Lord Sumner, Sir John Edge and 
Sir Lawrence Jenkins. 

Kumar BASANTA KUMAR ROY and 
others — Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

The SECRETARY of STATE for INDIA 
in COUNCIL and others — Defendants — 

Respondents. 

Alluvion and dilution — lie-formation in situ-— Limi- 
tation-Burden of proof — Limitation Act (XV of 1877), 
s. 2, Sch II, Art s. 142, 144 — Dispossession — Exclusive 
ad verse possession. 

A chur, which was found to he a re-formation in 
situ of plaintiff’s land, was occupied for some years 
by Government. It was then claimed by defendants 
as their property, and Government made over pos- 
session to them. On plaintiff’s suing to recover pos- 
session, defendants pleaded limitation and to make 
out their plea claimed to tack on to their own occu- 
pation the period of Government's possession: 

Held , that the defendants did not derive their 
liability to be sued “from or through” the Revenue 
Authorities within the meaning of section 2 (4) of 
the Indian Limitation Act and that, therefore, their 
plea must fail. [p. 344, col. 1.] 

The Limitation Act of 1877 does not define the 
term “dispossession”, but its meaning is well settled. 
A man may cease to use his land because he can- 
not use it, since it is under water. He does not 
thereby discontinue his possession: constructively 
it continues until he is dispossessed, and upon the 
cessation of the dispossession before the lapse of the 
statutory period, constructively it revives, [p. 343, 
col. 1.] 

There can be no discontinuance by absence of use 
and enjoyment, when the land is not capable of use 
and enjoyment. Similarly there can be no continu- 
ance of adverse possession, when the land is not 
capable of use and enjoyment, so long as such 
adverse possession must rest on dc facto use and 
occupation. When sufficient time has elapsed to 
extinguish the old title and start a new one, the new 
owner’s possession continues until there is fresh 
dispossession and revives as it ceases, [p. 343, col. l.j 

Appeal from a decree of the Calcutta 
High Court, dated July 12, 1909, reported as 
3 lnd. Cas. 15, reversing a decree of the 
Subordinate Judge of Nuddia, dated June 30, 
1906. 

FACTS. — A certain zemindari of the 
Hooghly District was long ago divided into 
separate mahals , known as lot Mahomed 
Aminpur and lot Gobindpur respectively. 
Plaintiffs-appellants are the proprietors of 
a half of lot Mahomed Aminpur, the owner 
of the other half being Maharajah Sir J. 
M. Tagore. The respondents other than 

22 


the Secretary of State, the Kundu Babus, are 
proprietors of lot Gobindpur. 

The lands in suit were alleged by 
plaintiffs and admitted in the first Court 
by defendants to be re-formations in situ 
of diluviated lands of three mouzahs , which 
admittedly appertained as to 10 annas to 
lot Mahomed Aminpur and as to 6 annas 
to lot Gobindpur. 

The lands re-formed gradually from about 
1839 onwards. A chur formed and increased 
year by year: for some years it was entirely 
submerged in the rains. The Revenue 
Authorities at first settled annually so much 
as was cultivable with the actual cultivators 
on the uthandi system, and later made longer 
settlements. Up to 1894 plaintiffs were 
minors under the Court of Wards. About 
1903 both plaintiffs and the Kundu Babus 
laid claim to the lands. Government 
allowed the claim of the Kundu Babus and 
delivered possession to them. 

Thereafter in 1904, appellants sued the 
Kundu Babus to recover possession, also 
impleading their co owner the Maharajah. 

The Kundu Babus (hereinafter described 
as the respondents) denied plaintiffs’ title 
and pleaded inter alia limitation on the ground 
of adverse possession. 

The Subordinate Judge held that plaintiffs’ 
title was made ont and that the suit was not 
barred by limitation. He gave plaintiffs a 
decree. On appeal his decision was reversed by 
the Calcutta High Court (Chitty and Carnduff, 
JJ.),who held that Government was in posses- 
sion of portions of the land from 1889 ad- 
versely to plaintiffs, and (impliedly) that such 
possession was continuous. They further 
held that the burden of proving that the 
possession of Government and the respondents 
did not extend for twelve years to the whole 
of the land lay on the plaintiffs and had 
not been discharged. They dismissed plaintiffs’ 
suit. 

Hence this appeal. 

Sir R. Finlay , K. C. (with him Mr. 
Kenworthy Brown), for the Appellants. — There 
are two questions in this case, (1) title, (2) 
limitation. Title has been found in our 
favour by the Sub-Judge. The High Court 
indicated some doubts, but did not overrule 
bis finding. Limitation was decided in 
our favour by the Sub-Judge, but against 
us by the High Court. 
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Article 144 of Schedule II, Limitation Act, 
1877, applies. The High Court have erro- 
neously allowed respondents to reckon in the 
time during which the chur was in the posses- 
sion of Government. Government was in no 
sense respondents’ predecessor any more than 
they were ours. 

Further plaintiffs were all infants under 
the Court of Wards, and Government could 
not hold possession adversely to their own 
wards. 

In addition, plaintiffs and some of the 
respondents were tenants-in-common, and 
the receipt of rent by one tenant-in-common 
does not in India amount to exclusion of 
the others. 

[Sir Lawrence Jenkins referred to Trustees 
and Agency Co. v. Short (1). It has been 
held in India that where there has been 
a long exclusive possession you may presume 
an ouster, but that ouster does not begin 
from the commencement of the exclusive 
possession.] 

There is nothing in India corresponding 
to 3 and 4 Will. IV c. 27, nor is there any 
decision as to the time after which ouster 
is presumed. 

The burden of proving adverse pessession 
is on the respondents — Jladha Gohind Roy 
Saheb v. Inglis (2), Secretary of State v. 
Ghelikani Rarr.a Rao (3). 

The twelve years’ adverse possession re- 
quired by Article 144 must be twelve years’ 
adverse possession by the defendant or by 
some one through whom he claims — vide 
definitions of “defendant”, “plaintiff” in 
section 2 (4) and (8) of the Indian Limitation 
Act. 

Adverse possession by a series of independ- 
ent trespassers confers no right on any 
one of them who has not himself had 
uninterrupted possession for the period 
required by law — Dixon v. Gayfere (4), though 
Cockburn, C. J., commented adversely on this 

(1) (1889) 13 A. C 793: 58 L. J. i\ C. 4; 59 L. T. 
677; 37 W. It. 433; 53 J. P. 132. 

(2) 7 C. L. It. 364; 3 Suth. P. C. J. 809. 

(3) 35 Inch Cas. 902; 31 M. L. J. 324; 20 C. W. N. 
1311; (1916) 2 M. W. N. 224; 39 M. 617; 14 A. L. J. 
1114; 20 M. L. T. 435; 4 L. W. 486; 18 Bom. L. It. 
1007; 25 C. L. J. 69 (P. C.); 43 I. A. 197. 

(4) (1853) 17 Beav. 421; 23 L. J. Ch. 60; 51 E. It. 

1097; 69 It. It. 218. 
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case in Asher v. Whitlock (5), Trustees and 
Agency Co. v. Short (1). 

Here there was no possibility for any 
one to have continuous possession for twelve 
years before suit, as the whole chur was 
periodically submerged up to a later date: 
such submergence determines the possession 
of a trespasser: Secretary of State v. 
Krishnamoni Gupta (6). 

Under the present law of limitation 
plaintiffs need not prove they were in posses- 
sion within twelve years of suit: they may 
sue within twelve years from the time 
when the possession of the defendant, or 
of some person through whom he claims, 
beoame adverse to them: Karan Singh v. 
Bakar Ali Khan (7). 

Article 144 as to adverse possession only 
applies when there is no other article 
which specially provides for the case — 
Mahammud Amanulla % Khan v. Badan 

Singh (8*. 

The law is not the same when the 
rightful owners sue ryots to recover posses- 
sion. There the plaintiffs must prove 
possession within twelve years of suit: 
Mohima Chunder Mmoomdar v. Mohesh Chnnder 
Neoghi (9). 

But that is because Article 142 applies. 
Here the Article applicable is 144. 

The view that the onus in such a case 
lies on defendant was adopted in Innasimuttu 
Udayan v. Upakarath Udayan (10), where, 
however, it was held that he had sustain- 
ed it. Here the respondents are quite 
unable to sustain the onus. The plaint- 
iffs were Wards of Court, and it was the 
duty of Government to look after them. 
Government never intended to set up a claim 
against them. 

Respondents did not claim under Govern- 
ment but against it. 

(5) (1866) 1 IJ. B. 1 ut p. 4; 35 L. J. Q. B. 17; 
11 Jur. (n. s.) 925; 13 L. T. 254; 14 W. R. 26. 

(6) 29 C. 518; 4 Bom. L. R. 537; 6 C. W. N. 617; 29 

1. A. 104; 8 Sar. P. C. J. 269 (P. C.) 

(7) 5 A. 1; 9 I. A, 99; 4 Sar. P. C. J. 382; 2 Ind. 

Dec. (n. s.) 1044 (P. C.) 

(8) 17 C. 137; 16 I. A. 148; 13 Ind. Jur. 330; 5 Sar. 
P. C. J. 412; 23 P. R. 1890; 8 Ind. Doc. (N. s.) 629 

( p Q ^ 

(9) 16 C. 473; 16 I. A. 23; 5 Sar. P. 0. J. 321; 8 

Ind. Dec. (n. a.) 312 (P. 0.). 

(10) 23 M. 10; 26 I. A. 210; 7 Sar. P. C. J. 620; 8 
Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 401 (P. C.). 
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Further, the possession of a tenant-in-com- 
mon is for all the tenants, not for himself 
alone. 

As to a small portion of Hatikanda, one 
of the three mouzahs in suit, there is 
no defence, as Government did not release 

it till 1904. 

Respondents in their case lodged before 
this Board dispute the identity of the 
lands. As to propounding riddles of this 
kind, tide Rajkumar Roy v. Qobind Ohunder 
Roy (11). 

Mr. Kenworthy Brown followed. — A large 
portion of the land in suit emerged after 
Government gave up possession, and the 
emergence is still going on. 

It may be true that under the old law 
the burden of proof in these cases lay on 
the plaintiff to prove possession within twelve 
years of suit: Maharajah Koowur Baboo 
Nitrasur Singh v. Baboo Nund Ball Singh ( i 2), 
Koomar Runjit Singh v. Schoene Kilburn 
(13). 

The latter case was two or three years 
before this Board’s decision in Karan Singh 
v . Bakar Ali Khan (7), and was under the 
old Limitation Act. Until 1881 the view 
then taken prevailed to some extent even 
under the new Act: but the law was alter- 
ed in 1871 by Aot IX of 1871, and this 
was clearly laid down by this Board in 
Karan Singh v. Bakar Ali Khan (7). 

The respondents now dispute the identity 
of the lands, and claim that a great part of 
them are part of an older chur which 
they occupied long ago. This is a new case 
altogether. 

The evidence shows that up to 1893-4 
only a very small portion of these lands had 
emerged at all. At the time when Govern- 
ment gave over possession even this much 
was completely under water from June to 
October. It was not possible, therefore, 
for a title by adverse possession to be acquir- 
ed. Disturbance by vis major of the flood 
is tantamount to abandonment and interrupts 
continuous possession: Secretary of State v. 
Krishnamoni (6). 

(11) 19 C. 660; 19 I. A. 140; 6 Sar. P. C. J. 140; 9 
Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 883 (P. C.). 

(12) 8 M. I. A. 199; 1 W.R. (P. C.) 61; 1 Suth. P. C . 
J. 420; 1 Sar. P. C. J. 744; 19 E. R. 506. 

(13) 4 C. L. R. 390. 


The duration of the abandonment is im- 
material. The principle applies whether it 
is for 150 days or for several years. 

[Lord Sumner. — It would seem that even 
if Government ever asserted adverse posses- 
sion they abandoned it.] 

Lord Canning by a proclamation can- 
celled all titles in Oudh. When that pro- 
clamation was withdrawn as to Lucknow 
the intervening time was simply wiped 
out. Mirza Jehan Kadar v. Afsur Baku 
(14). 

[Lord Sumner. — The Collector’s order is 
simply a formal way of retiring from posses- 
sion and leaving those entitled to possession 
to take it.] 

As to possession of co-owners, the funda- 
mental rule is that possession by one will 
not be presumed to be adverse to the others 
but will ordinarily be held for the benefit of 
ail. Jogendra Nath Rai v. Baladeo Das (15) 
where the previous cases are discussed. 
The same case lays down another proposition 
on which we rely, viz., that the doctrine 
of constructive possession applied only in 
favour of a rightful owner (page 972). 
Even if Government were in possession of 
a small fragment adversely that was not 
possession of the whole. 

[Lord Sumner. — Some of the lands which 
have emerged belonged to two other mouzahs 
altogether, and for all the evidence there is 
to the contrary the lands occupied before 
1894 may have been that part.] 

Mr. O’Gormon, for the Respondents. — I 
contend that the whole of these mouzahs 
belonged to Lot Gobindpur, not merely 10 
annas. If these villages had been divided 
into 10 annas and 6 annas, the proportions 
of revenue would have been the same. 

[Lord Parker. — The assessment is on the 
whole mahal , not on particular villages.] 

The plaintiffs have not made out their 
title to these three mauzahs. They have never 
produced any document showing they were 
registered as proprietor under the Bengal 
Land Registration Act of 1876. Certain 
papers they did in fact produce, but the 

(14) 4 C. 727; 6 I. A. 76; 3 Sar. P. C. J. 865; 
Rafique and Jackson’s P. C. No. 54; 3 Tnd. Jur. 222; 2 
Ind. Dec. (N. s.) 462 (P. C). 

(15) 35 C. 961; 12 C. W. N. 127; 6 C. L. J. 735. 
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Judges of the Ifigh Court were not satisfied 
that those papers made out their case. 

I Loup Sumner. — It is a question of fact. 
The first Court is satisfied. The second 
Court have criticised theSub- Judge’s methods, 
but have not taken upon themselves to say 
ho was wrong. Do you want us to send the 
case back ? It began in 1904.] 


'Ye produced our copy of the general 
register, and their omission to do the same 
raises a strong presumption that they were 
not owners of the 10 annas as they alleged. 

Next, we allege that we were in posses- 
sion of this land or a part of it since 1886. 
This appears from map No. 14. 

[Lord Parker. — 1 can’t find anything 
about that in the pleadings or in your 
case .J 

[Lord Sumner. — Is their anything in the 
whole record except the maps to show that 
you had or claimed possession in 1886?] 

Mr. De ( iruyther , A. C. t (intervening). — 
We propose to show that plaintiffs’ claim 
includes more than is in the new chur — 
Chur Ran inagar No. 2. 

LLord Stainer asked Sir R. Finlay if he 
claimed any more of the land than was in 
Ci nr No. 2.] 

^ Sir li. Finlay . — We believe that it is all 

Chur No. 2, but we do not abandon an}' part 
of our claim. 


thi.' 


s 


pou 


[Lord Parker.— I can’t find 
intelligibly raised anywhere.] 

I submit it is not open to them. 

Plaintiffs would not at first state t) 
boundaries intelligibly : hence we could nc 
tell what they claimed. 

Counsel went into the maps and othe 
evidence and contended that most of the lan 
in fact fell within Chur No. 1. 

Ihe Article of the Limitation Act to h 
applied even as regards Chur No. 2 sti 
more as regards Chur No. 1, is Article’ll- 
not Article 144. Plaintiffs have been db 
possessed within the meaning of Article 14 
more than twelve years before suit and ar 
barred: Mohammud AmannHa Khun y Bada 
Singh (8). 

There is no question of co-ownership i 
the ordinary sense; the estates are separat 
and the owners pay ssparate revenue 

Even if Article 144 applies, ( iovernment ha 
held adversely for more than twelve yoar< 


The possession of Government is my posses- 
sion. Government took possession not on behalf 
of any body else, but as owner or proprietor: 
it was asserting its right under Bengal 
Regulation XI of 1825, section 4. JLven as 
regards Chut No. 2, regular tenancy com- 
menced in 1891, and before that date there 
had been uthandi tenancy. If the plaintiffs 
had sued Government only in 1904, their 
suit would have been dismissed. Their 
title has been extinguished under section 
28 of the Limitation Act, and cannot be 
revived. 

As to title, their case is that we have 
6 annas only of these three monzahs . The 
copy of the general register produced by 
us shows that we are entitled to the whole 
6 annas. 

JUDGMENT. 

Lori: Sumner. — T his suit was brought 
by members of a family called the Kumars 
of Dighapatia against certain persons, called 
collectively the Kundu Babus of Mahiari, 
to recover khas possession, jointly with their 
co-sharer maliks, of a 10-anna share in 
portions of Mouzahs Durlabhpur, Jirat, and 
llatikanda. W'asilat was also claimed. Some 
years ago the Gange3 oveiflow’ed these 
lands. They have now re-formed in situ. 

The plaintiffs held one moiety of the 
zemindari lot Mahomed Aminpur, the other 
moiety being held by various persons, who 
were jointed as subordinate defendants. 
To this mahal , bearing Touzi No. 3989 of 
the Jlooghly Collectorate, this 10-anna share 
was said to have belonged for at least a 
century. The 6- anna share was the property 
of the principal defendants in right of their 
zemindari , viz., lot Gobindpur bearing Touzi 
No. 100. The Trial Judge found for the 
plaintiffs’ title. The- High Court criticised 
this decision as having been arrived at 

without any real discussion or consider- 
ation of the documentary evidence,” but did 
not expressly dissent from it. They allowed 
the appeal on another ground. Having ex- 
amined the documentary evidence in question 
with some care, their Lordships conclude that 
the decision of the Trial Judge in this 
regard was right. 

The plaintiffs put in an extract from 
the quinquennial register of Ferguuuah 

Muhomed Aminpur, for A. D. 1816, which 
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showed that a 10-anna share in each of 
the three mouzahs then belonged to Taluq 
Mahomed Aminpur. An extract from the 
Mahalivari Register, apparently for A. d. 
1880, showed these mouzalis still belonging 
to Mahomed Aminpur, though' not under 
the same Touzi number, and stated the 
maliks , as recorded in the general register, 
to be certain persons of whom one 
was Purna Chandra Roy, the plaintiffs’ 
predecessor-in-title. It further remaiked 
that part or all of the land of these 
mouzalis was ijmali, without naming either 
the co-sharers or the proportions of the 
shares. No doubt these entries are in 
some respects inconclusive. For several 
years, from 1888 onwards until 1894, 
when the guardianship of the Court ended, 
the plaintiffs were minors, whose property 
was in the charge of the Court of 
Wards, and they produced documents 
showing that year after year each of these 
mouzalis was administered on their behalf, 
and that rents and profits collected in 
respect of them were credited to the account 
J of the plaintiffs. Amdauis of money on 
account of rent, Touzi accounts, extracts 
from the jumma wasil-haki accounts and 
karcha accounts were forthcoming in regular 
sequence, in which the plaintiffs were 
stated to be proprietors and their share 
to be a 10-anna share in Touzi No. 3989. 
To these proofs of enjoyment no real 
answer was made and their Lordships 
see no reason to question the finding of 
the Trial Judge in favour of the plaintiffs’ 
title. 

The identity of the lands in suit held 
by the principal defendants with those 
originally washed away, to which the 
plaintiffs made title, was accepted by the 
Trial Judge, doubted but not decided by 
the High Court, and strenuously contested 
before their Lordships. Before the trial 
an ameen was appointed to survey the 
locus in quo and set it out on a map. 
The limits of the ground in dispute were 
agreed and shown on this map. Por- 
tions of each of the three mauzahs fell 
beyond them. At the instance of the 
principal defendants the ameen also 
prepared a map purporting to 3how the 
natural features ‘ as contained in the 
release map of 1886.” In his report he 


stated that the latter features depended 
on the position of a palm-tree, which 
was taken as the datum because it was 
said to be the only thing that had 
survived from 188G, and to be identical 
with a palm tree shown on a copy map 
produced by the defendants and alleged to 
be a map of things as they were in that 
year. No proof of the identity of this 
palm-tree was forthcoming: no thak map 
was produced; no release of 1886 or any 
evidence of it was put in. It is plain 
that the ameen thought that this map of 
the supposed features of 1886 was not 
worth much, and their Lordships think so 
too. 

The respondents’ argument rested on three 
points: first, that since 1886 they had been, as 
they said, in possession of certain portions of a 
chur known as Chur Raninagar No. 1, that 
by superimposing the ameen s 1886 map 
on his survey of 1906, it would be seen 
that part of the area disputed in this 
action, though claimed as part of Chur 
Raninagar No. 2, really fell within Chur 
Raninagar No. 1, and that there had 
been a confusion of Mouzah Jirat, which 
lay in the north of the disputed area, 
with an area called Chur Jirat. which 
lay outside of it and to the south, some 
miles away. Their Lordships’ Board has 
had occasion before now | Rajknmar Roy's 
case (11)] to deprecate the practice of 
‘ propounding riddles of this kind,” and 
to point out how rarely they succeed. It 
may be doubted if such efforts are worth 
the labour they involve. After the best 
consideration that they could give, their 
Lordships are clear on one point only, 
namely, that this case was not made at 
all at the trial, and is not made out 
now. The Trial Judge records that ‘ it is 
admitted on both sides that the lands in 
suit are re-formations on their old sites 
of diluviated lands of Mouzahs Durlabhpur, 
Jirat, and Hatikanda.” On that admission 
he proceeded, and by that admission, in 
their Lordships’ opinion, the respondents 
must be bound. In the result the plaintiffs 
have made out their case alike as to 
title and parcels. 

There remains the question on which 
alone the High Court proceeded, the 
question of limitation. This involves some 
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As the river 
form. Chur 
first; Chur 
within which 


account of the history of the re-formed 
land. At the date of the Government 
Survey of 1869 and 1 870 the there ? nouzas lay 
to the west of the Bhaghirathi. Shortly 
after that date the river began to traverse 
bodily to the south-west, in a direction at 
right angles to the axis of its course at that 
part of the stream, and steadily moved 
for some miles across country till in 1906 
only portions of Jirat and Hatikanda, and 
no part of the Durlabhpur were any longer 
to the west of the river. The total area 
submerged no doubt extended far beyond 
the bounds of these mouzahs. 
passed on churs began to 
Raninagar No. 1 was the 
Raninagar No. 2, somewhere 
the present re-formations fall, began to 
appear as an island chur in 1888. The 
plaint in the present suit was filed on the 
6th September 1904. It is common ground 
that the period of limitation applicable is 
twelve years, the contest being whether 
Article 142 of Schedule II of Act XV of 
1877 is the Artiole applicable or Article 
144. 1 he critical time is the time prior 

to the 6th September 1892. 

A great body of evidence was called, of 
which the Trial Judge says that the witnesses 
have ^ sworn hard without any regard to 
truth. Neither side has ever thought it 
worth while to quote what they said to 
their Lordships. If the appellants are right, 
the question is whether the respondents 
had adverse possession before September 
1892; if the respondents are right, the 
question is whether before that time the 

been dispossessed. A 
said about the burden 
case, but as their 
evidence sufficient to 
establish a clear conclusion of fact, it cannot 

matter now by which party it was given. 

iheir Lordships accordingly pass by the 

question who would have suffered if the 

taots had -turned out otherwise or had not 

been proved at all, and proceed to examine 
them. 

The best evidence of the history of the 
c/mr lands in question is to he found in 

nf^QQ 0 e Tnn repn, ' ts ° f the Settlements 
of 1894 1©99, and 1902 An island chur 

J" ° r .^° Ut thi " 8pot ' vns ""'own up i„ 

but was unfit for assessment, and 
apparently for cultivation, till 1890. At 


— — ■ ■ • • v/ v ■ i v i 

appellants had not 
good deal has been 
of proof in either 
Lordships find the 


first the surrounding water was unfordable 
on all sides, but further accretions soon 
attached it on the north to Chur Raninagar 
No. 1. In 1S89 it was first treated as an 
accretion to Chur Raninagar No. 1 and 
Jirat, which had been released to Suksagar 
zemindars , as re-formations in situ of their 
mouzahs , and then shortly afterwards came 
to be considered as an accretion to the part 
of Chur Raninagar No. 1, which was a 
Government estate. It was not regularly 
surveyed till 1894, but, beginning in the 
year 1^91-1892, it was under direct manage- 
ment on the Jithandi system on yearly 
settlements. The area then producing a 
rent was about 350 highas ; in the following 
year it was slightly more. On the survey 
in 1894 the area of this chur was found 
to be 2,050 highas , of which 583 were by 
this time under cultivation. The residue 
was uncultivated jungle, and the whole of 
it was every year completely under water 
from the beginning of June to the end of 
Ootober. Naturally, the land was then very 
poor, and there was no resident raiyat in 
the mahal. 

The chur had so far increased by 1894 
that a raiyatwari settlement svas then made 
with the utlawH raiyats for a term of 
five years. On the expiration of this term 
it was again surveyed, and its area was 
found to have increased to over 3,000 
higlias % and 86i acres of it were released 
to the proprietor of estate Xo. 399, as 
being land which was a re-formation in situ 
of his Mouzah Sardanga. It would seem 
that a further portion of it had been 
previously released to the owner of Sfouzah 
Baliadunga. The cultivable lands were then 
settled again for an undefined term. 

In 1902 the principal defendants petitioned 
the Collector of Nuddia for the release to 
them of the lands in question, alleging that 
they were re-formations in situ of lands 
belonging to their estate, lot Gobindpur, 
Touzi No. 100, and ten months later the 
Officiating Collector granted the petition. 
In his judgment the petitioners had proved 
their title and the identity of the re-formed 
lands, and the Government could not 
legitimately resist their claim. Accordingly 
possession was delivered in due form, by 
planting a bamboo on the estate, by pro- 
clamation, and by beat of drum. 

The report of 1899 in terms speaks of 
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these re-formed lands as being the “property” 
of the Government resumed in 1888, which 
at most means that in time the Govern- 
ment’s actual possession, such as it was, 
might be expected to ripen into ownership. 
The report of 1902 speaks of possession, 
direct management, and settlement. The 
order of 1903, while avoiding the term 
“property,” because it recognised the property 
of the petitioners, recited that the Govern- 
ment took possession of Chur Raninagar 
No. 2 in 1888, the year in which it came 
into existence as a chur. These documents, 
however, were reciting what had happened 
some years before, and presumably after 
some change of Collectors in the meantime, 
and it is very noticeable that in the khasras 
of the chur the column headed “Name 
of proprietor and landlord” appears 
to have been left blank until 1899, when it 
is filled in for the first time with the name of 
the Empress of India. 

The Limitation Act of 1877 does not define 
the term dispossession,” but its meaning is 
well settled. A man may cease to use his land 
because heoanno r use it, since it is under water. 
He does not thereby discontinue his possession: 
constructively it continues, until he is dis- 
possessed; and, upon the cessation of the dis- 
possession before the lapse of the statutory 
period, constructively it revives. “There can 
be no discontinuance by absence of use and 
enjoyment, when the land is not capable of 
use and enjoyment” [per Cotton, L. J., in 
Leigh v. Jack (16)]. It seems to follow that 
there can be no continuance of adverse posses- 
sion, when the land is not capable of use and 
enjoyment, so long as such adverse possession 
must rest on de facto use and occupation. 
When sufficient time has elapsed to extinguish 
the old title and start a new one, the new 
owner’s possession, of course, continues until 
there is fresh dispossession, and revives as it 
ceases. 

In the case of Secretary of State v. Krishnamoni 
(6), their Lordships’ Board applied this view 
to a case, where a river shifting its course 
first in one direction and then in the opposite 
direction, first exposed certain submerged 
lands, of which the Government took posses- 
sion, and then after a few years flooded them 
again. No rational distinction can be drawn 

(16) (1880) 6 Ex. D. 264; 49 L. J. Ex. 220; 28 W. 

R, 452; 42 L. T. 468; 44 J. P. 488. 


between that case and the present one where 
the re-flooding was seasonal and occurred for 
several months in each year. It was held 
that when the land was re-submerged the 
possession of the Government determined and 
that, while it remained submerged, no posses- 
sion could be deemed to continue so as to be 
available towards the ultimate acquisition of 
title against the true owner. 

Again to apply the test suggested by 
Bramwell, L. J., in Leigh v. Jack (16) at 
page 273, to defeat a title by dispossessing 
the former owner, acts must be done, which 
are inconsistent with his enjoyment of the 
soil for the purposes for which he intended to 
use it,” anjjl, therefore, it is necessary to look 
at the position in which the former owner 
stands towards the land, as well as to the 
acts done by the alleged dispossessor. 

It is impossible,” says Lord Halsbury in 
Marshall v. Paylor (17), to speak with exact 
precision about the degree of possession or 
dispossession that will do, unless you have 
regard, as Lord Justice Cotton said in Leigh v. 
Jack (16), to the nature of the property.” 
An exclusive adverse possession for a 
sufficient period-' may be made out, in spite of 
occasional acts done by the former owner on 
the ground for a specific purpose from time to 
time. Conversely acts which prima facie are 
acts of dispossession may under particular 
circumstances fall short of evidencing any 
kind of ouster. They may be susceptible of 
another explanation, bear some othercharacter 
or have some other object. In the present 
case beyond the temporary utbinli cultivation 
itself there is nothing down to 1892 to show 
an exclusion of the plaintiffs by the Revenue 
Authorities. 

Their Lordships are of opinion that, what- 
ever may have been the case later on, there 
had not been, down to September 1892, any 
dispossession of the plaintiffs within the mean- 
ing of Article 142. The evidence of posses- 
sion by the Government consists in the direct 
management under which bandobastdars 
cultivated at annual rents. Two Collectors’ 
orders, dated in 1889, are referred to, but not 
exhibited, under which the land was first of all 
treated ’ as an accretion to one property and 
almost immediately afterwards “considered” 
as an accretion to another; but beyond 

(17) (1896) 1 Ch. 641 at p. 645; 64 L. J. Ch. 416; 

12 R. 310;72L.T. 670. 
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the ntbandi cultivation, nothing was done. 
Whether the land cultivated was the same 
each year or not does not appear; at any 
rate, it was annually submerged, and there 
are no circumstances to link together various 
portions of the ground, so as to make the 
possession of a part, as it emerged, amount 
constructively to possession of the whole; 
Mohini Mohan Ro\, v. Promoda Noth Roy (18). 
The lands in question in this suit form only a 
part of Chur Raninagar No. 2. It cannot 
be shown that they formed part of the land 
cultivated, or of the chnr which had emerged 
up to 1 892. It is quite possible that most, 
if not all, of the lard cultivated between 
1891 and 189.4 may have belonged to the 
land, which was shortly afterwards released 
to the Baliadunga and Saidanga zemindar*. 
It is clear t hat in those early years there 
was considerable uncertainty as to the course 
the re-formation was taking, and the fact 
must have been well known that the chnr 
might turn out to be a re-formation in situ of 
the land, which had only diluviated within 
the previous twenty years. 

If, as their Lordships think, no disposses- 
sion occurred, except possibly within twelve 
years before the commencement of this suit, 
Article 144 is the Article applicable, arid not 
Article 142. It is not easy to see in the cir- 
cumstances of a case such as this how con- 
duct insufficient to evidence dispossession of 
the plaintiffs can be used to evidence adverse 
possession available to the defendants; but, 
be that as it may, in their Lordships’ opinion 
the defendants’ contention resting on Article 
144 fails on another ground. The period ( f 
time requisite to bring the defendants under 
the protection of Article 144 cannot be made 
out, unless to the period during which the 
defendants have been in possession there is 
tacked, out of the prior period when it is 
contended that the Revenue Authorities had 
possefsion, a number of years going back to 
1892. The definition section, section 2, shows 
that in the present case this cannot he 
done. The defendants do not derive their 
liability to be r-ued “from or through” the 
Revenue Authorities in any sense of the 
words. They advanced a claim of their own 
adversely to the Revenue Authorities, which 
was rested on prior title and possession, and 


(IS) 24 C. 250; 1 0. W. X. HOI; 12 h,.|. |w 
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sought to put an end to conduct on the part 
of those authorities which, they asserted, was 
inconsistent with and an invasion of their 
own superior title. On investigation the 
Revenue Authorities recognised and submitted 
to this adverse claim and withdrew from 
any enjoyment or occupation. If the defend- 
ants could make good now the claim which 
they made then, well and good; but they 
would succeed, not by reason of, but inde- 
pendently of the Limitation Act. Upon 
this ground they fail as far as Article 144 is 

concerned. 

In this view of the case it is not neces- 
sary to decide two points much discussed 
before their Lordships: first, that the defend- 
ants’ possession could not as such be deemed 
to be adverse to their co-sharers or available 
to deprive the plaintiffs of their rights; and, 
second , that the possession of the Revenue 
Authorities could not be availed of against 
the plaintiffs by reason of their being at the 
time minors under the guardianship of the 
Court of Wards. In differing from the High 
Court upon the determination of the appeal, 
their Lordships do not wish to be taken as 
expressing any opinion adverse to their view 
on this second point. 

In the result their Lordships will humbly 
advise Mis Majesty that the appeal should be 
allowed with costs, the judgment of the High 
Court should be set aside with costs, and the 
decision of the Trial Judge should be restored. 
As the first defendant on the record, the 
Secretary of Mate for India in Council, 
lodged no case and did not appear before 
their Lordships to support or resist the appeal, 
their Lordships do not advise that the terms 
of any Older as to costs should affect him. 

A ppeol allowed. 

Solicitors for the Appellants: Messrs. 

Watkins S limiter. 

Solicitors for the Respondents: Messrs. 
T. II. Wilson S' Co. 
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ZAIBONNESSA BIBI v. PARBHU NARAIK SINGH. 

ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 162 of 1916 

May 30, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Tudball and 
Mr. Justice Rafique. 

Musammat ZA.IBUNNESSA BIBI— 

Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

H. IT. Maharaja PARBHU NARAIN 

SINGH and oth£rs- Defendants — 

Respondents. 

Mortgage -Redemption -Integrity broken— Mortgagor 
suit by one — Extent of share, redemption of. ’ 

Where the integrity of a mortgage has been broken 
one ot the mortgagors is entitled only to redeem’ 
the share which he- owns in the mortgaged property. 

Second appeal against the decision of the 
District Judge, Allahabad, dated the 25th 
August 1915. 

Messrs. A. H. C. Hamilton and J. Nehru, 
for the Appellant. ’ 

Messrs. Gokul Prasad and S. C. Chaudhry , 
for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The facts of this case, 

so far as it is necessary to state them for 

the purposes of this appeal, areas follows: 

A mortgage was made in 1523 of certain 
property. One of the mortgagors was Sheikh 
Dalilullah. who owned a two-annas eight-pies 
share out of the sixteen annas mortgaged. 
The present plaintiff is one of the descend- 
ants of Dalilullah. The other descendants 
and heirs of Dalilullah are also parties to the 
suit, having been made pro forma defendants. 
Admittedly the integrity of the mortgage has 
been broken up and the mortgagee is now 
owner of thirteen annas four pies out of the 
sixteen annas. The plaintiff sought to redeem 
the whole of the two annas eight-pies share 
which origi tally belonged to Dalilullah. The 
Court of First Instance gave her a decree. 
The Lower Appellate Court has held, on the 
strength of the rulings of this Court, that the 
plaintiff is only entitled to redeem her own 
share. .That share has been ascertained. 
The plaintiff comes here in second appeal and 
she pleads that she is entitled to redeem the 
whole of two annas eight-pies share because 
the other heirs and descendants have Express- 
ed their willingness that she should do so. 

It is urged that the suit is in substance a 
suit by all the heirs to redeem the whole 
share. With this last plea we cannot agree. 

It would have been easy enough for the 
pro forma defendants, if they had so wished, 
to have turned themselves into plaintiffs and 
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t° have joined in the suit with the appel- 
lant This they did not do. Our attention 
has been called to a decision of the Bombay 

High Court reported as Sakharam Narayan v. 

Gopal Lakshuman (1), which is somewhat in 
favour of the appellant. The appellant, how- 
ever, is met at the forefront of this appeal by 
a senes of rulings of this Court commencing 
from Kura y ilal v. Puran Hal (2) and ending 
with Munshi v. Daulat (3). It is clear 
on the face of these rulings, that the plaintiff 
is entitled only to redeem the share which 
she owns in the mortgaged property, and that 
share is much less than two annas eight pies 
Ue can see no good reason to differ from a 
ong senes of decisions which have prevailed 
in this Court, merely because in the year 18-6 

wh°en ih C ° U r haS h /' (l other "' ise > especially 
when the rulings of this Court are based 

on a ruling of their Lordships of the Privy 

Council. In our opinion the decision of 

the Court below is quite correct. We, 

therefore dismiss this appeal with costs, in- 

eluding fees on the higher scale. 

I'M in n r^r tt ™ Appeal dismissed. 

?•***' Unrc P- P - J. B. H. C. (1^81- f 3) 

551; 5 Inil. Dec. in. s.) 8c5. V 

928 2) 2 A,565:4,nd J,,r - 653 ; 1 Ind. Dec. ( N . s .) 

(3) 29 A. 262; A. W. N. (1907) 49 ; 4 A. I, J. 74 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No 419 lF 1915 

April 26, 1917. 

Present:. -Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

JUGESHWAR NATH SAHAI and anot uEK 

— Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

JAGATDHARI PRASADand others 
- Defendants— Respondents. 

Probate and Administration Act (V of 18 S 11 

SXJ£ “»'• " * SUSS! 

An application for Probate cannot legally be tbs 

posed of by a compromise. The law imposes on tZ 

Com t the duty of determining whether the Will is 
genuine or not. [p. 34,6, col. l.J 1 1S 

Order XXIII, rule 1, of the Civil Procedure 
does not apply to an application for Prob te r n 
executor improperly withdraws nn e \. an 

<«- .sac 

sa,-jsr' - — ssi 
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Appeal against the decision of the Judicial 
Commissioner, Ranchi, dated the 8th August 

^Messrs. Rajendra Nath Ghose and Atul 

Krishna Roy , for the Appellants. 

Messrs. Mustafa Khan and U amara.n 

Parsad, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Chapman, J.-This appeal arises out of a 
proceeding for the Probate o the Will of 
a person who died leaving three sons by 
a wife who predeceased him, and a widow 
with a son by her. The Will purported 
to leave the bulk of his property to the 
widow and her son. The application for 
Probate was made by two of the executors 

on the 2nd of Eebruray 1914. On the 
13th July a petition of compromise was 
filed under which the widow on behalf 
of herself and her son agreed to divide 
the properties with the three sons by the 
first wife. On the same date the two 

executors who had applied for Me 
withdrew their application. On the 11th 
of February 1915 a fresh application or 
Probate of this Will was made. In this 
application one of the executors who had 
applied before joined ; the other applicant 
was another executor. An objection was 
taken on behalf of the sons of t ie 
first wife that the previous application tor 
Probate having been withdrawn the executors 
were preculded by the provisions of Order 
XXILI, rule 1, of the Code of Civil 1 roce* 
dure from again applying for Prohate. It 
is well settled by authority that an appli- 
cation for Probate cannot legally be disposed 
of by a compromise. The law imposes on 
the Court itself the duty of determining 
whether the Will is genuine or not It 
is quite clear, therefore, that the Court 
acted improperly in permitting the executors 
to withdraw the application for Probate 
merely by reason of the compromise which 
was tiled. So far as the question of the 
application of Order XXII 1, rule 1, of 
the Code of Civil Procedure is concerned, 
that question has to be determined by 
reference to section 55 of the Probate and 
Administration Act, 18*1. That section 
says that the proceeding of the Court m 
relation to the granting of Probate shall 
be regnlated, so far as the circumstances 
of the case will admit, by the Code of 
Ciyil Procedure. Now the circumstances 


of a Probate case do not properly admit of 
the withdrawal of an application for Probate 
by an executor. Order XXIII, rule 1, of the 
Code of Civil Procedure, which says that 
a plaintiff may withdraw his suit or 
abandon a part of his claim, therefore, does 
not, in my opinion, apply to an application for 
Probate. It is the duty of an applicant for 
Probate to obtain the opinion of the Court 
upon the genuineness or otherwise of the W ill. 
He fails in his duty if he does not obtain 
the finding of the Court on the Will: that 
being so, it is clear that the further provision 
in Order XXIII, rule 1, to the effect that 
if a plaintiff withdraws from a suit, he shall 
be precluded from instituting any fresh 

suit in respect of the same subject-matter, 

also does not apply. It is clearly undesirable 
that if any executor does improperly 
withdraw an application for Probate, he 
should be precluded from again undertakig 
the discharge of his duty in obtaining the 
finding of the Court on the genuineness ot 
the Will. I would accordingly allow this 
appeal, set aside the judgment and order 
of the learned Judicial Commissioner and 

remand the case to him for a fresh decision. 

I am not prepared to express any opinion 
as to whether the parties will or wi 
not be bound inter se by the petition ot 
compromise which they filed, in so ar 
as the disposal of the assets is concerned: 
but that has nothing to do with the ques- 
tion whether the Will is genuine or not, 
and upon that question the learned Judicial 
Commissioner must express an opinion. 

The matter has been greatly delayed 
and we trust that it will be expedited as 

much as possible. . 

The appellants are entitled to their 

costs. 

Atkinson, J. — I agree. 


Appeal allowed ; Case remanded . 
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GHULAMSA RAVUTHAR V . VISVANATHAN CHETTIAR. 

MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Civil Appeals Nos. 235 and 440 to 442 

of 1915. 

January 24, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim and 
Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 

GHULAMSA RAVUTHAR and others — 
Defendants Nos. 1, 2 and 6 to 9— Appellants 

in A. S. No. 235 of 1915 
SULTAN MOHIUDDIN RAVUTHAR and 
others — Defendants Nos. 1 and 5 to 9 — 
Appellants in A. S. Nos. 440 and 441 of 1915 
A. S. MUHAMMAD HUSAIN 
RAVUTHAR and others — Defendants 
Nos. 1, 4, 5 & 9 to 12 — Appellants 
in A. S. No. 442 of 1915 

versus 

S. M. R. M. S. V. VISVANATHAN 

CHETTIAR — Plaintiff — Respondent in all. 

Negotiable Instruments Act (XXVI of 1881), s. 28, 
scope of — Payee , description of, by vilasam of 
firm — Mercantile usage — Nattukottai Chetties, custom 
among — Document, construction of— Surety for consul i- 
dated amount made up of several promissory notes, 
liability of— Cause oj action — Contract Act (IX of 
1872), s. 128. 

The principle underlying section 28 of the Negoti- 
able Instruments Act that if a promissory note is 
made payable by a person as agent of another, the 
latter is not liable personally on the note, applies 
also to the case of a payee, [p. 348, col. 1 ] 

It is a well-known usage among Natukottai 
Chetties to draw hundies, bills and promissory notes 
in the name of the agent of a firm represented by the 
firm’s vilasam, and in such cases it is the firm 
indicated by the vilasam which is intended to be the 
payee and not the agent whose name appears on the 
instrument. [p. 347, col 2.] 

The question is entirely one of construction of a 
document, [p. 347, col. 2 ] 

Where a person makes himself liable as a surety 
for a consolidated amount, the amounts themselves 
having been borrowed under several promissory 
notes from time to time, the cause of action as 
against the surety arises on each of the dates on 
which the sums borrowed under the several promis- 
sory notes become payable. Where the cause of 
action is separate the liability of the surety is 
also separate with respect to each of the promissory 
notes, [p. 348, col. 1.] 

Appeals preferred respectively against the 
decrees of the Court of the Subordinate 
Judge, Mayavaram, in Original Suits Nos. 66 
of 1913 and 16 to 18 of 1914. 

Mr. T. B. Venkatarama Sastri , for the Ap- 
pellants. 

Messrs. T. Narasimha Aiyangar and B. K. 
Narayanasami Aiyar , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — The first objection raised 
in these appeals is that the plaintiff’s firm 


was not entitled to maintain the suits, inas- 
much as the promissory notes on which the 
suits are based are made out in the name of 
fe.M.R.M.S.V. Raman Chetty’, the conten- 
tion being that the payee that is intended 
is Raman Chetty, the agent of the firm, 
indicated by the letters prefixed to his name,’ 
and not the firm itself. The question is 
entirely one of construction. We have to 
consider whether when the notes purport to be 
made payable to S.M.R M.S. V. Raman Chetty 
what was intended was that the payee was 
to be the firm as indicated by the letters of 
tha vilasam and represented by Raman 
Chetty the agent, or whether the payee 
was to be Raman Chetty who was in 
fact the agent of the plaintiff’s firm. No 
evidence has been adduced in this case 
as to any particular usage obtaining among 
the Nattukottai Chetties, in describing the 
firm either as maker of the promissory note 
or as payee. But there is a decision, Munga- 
mal Jesse Singh v. A.L.V.R.C.T. Firm (i), 
of Mr. Justice Wallis, as he then was, sitting 
on the Original Side of this Court where he 
held on the evidence adduced in that case 
that it was a well-known usage among 
Chetties to draw hnndie bills and pro- 
missory notes in this form and that in 
such cases, it is the firm indicated by 
the vilasam which is intended to be the 
payee and not the agent, though his name 
appears on the instrument. This decision 
was appealed from and confirmed by this 
Court in Original Side Appeal No. 58 of 
1908. There is an allusion to this usage 
to be found also in Muthar Sahib Maraikar 
v. Kadir Sahib Maraikar (2), and the learned 
Subordinate Judge in this very case also 
holds it to be clear that the person indicat- 
ed as the payee on these promissory notes 
is the firm and not Raman Chetty, the 
agent. We, therefore, read the promissory 
notes as meaning that the amounts were to 
be paid to the firm as represented by Raman 
Chetty. 

But even if we were to read the notes 
as contended on behalf of the appellants, 
as if they were made payable to Raman 
Chetty the agent of the plaintiff’s firm, that 
will not in any way help them. It has 
been laid down by the Full Bench in Koneti 

(1) 4 M.L.T. 309. 

(2) 28 M. 544 at p. 549; 15 M. b. J. 384, 
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Nairker v. Qopala Aiyar (3) that if a pro- 
missory note is made by a person as agent 
of another, the latter is not liable personal- 
ly on the note. This is the eifect of section 2b 
of the Negotiable Instruments Act and we 
think the principle underlying the section is 
applicable also in the case of a payee. TV e, 
therefore, bold that this objection to the suits 

is not tenable. 

The next question which is argued by 
Mr. T. R. Venkatarama Sastriar is that 
inasmuch as the 1st defendant s liability 
was based on Exhibit E according to which 
he made himself liable to the extent of 
Rs. 15,000, the entire cause of action arose 
at the date of the institution of the Origi- 
nal Suit No. 16 of 1014 and the subsequent 
suits were barred by virtue of Order II, rule 
2, corresponding to section 43 of the old 
Civil Procedure Code. It is contended that 
the liability of the 1st defendant under 
Exhibit E was a single liability with respect 
to the entire amount borrowed, though 
different amounts were borrowed from time to 
time under separate promissory notes. We do 

not think there is any force in this conten- 
tion. The cause of action on each of these 
promissory notes was separate and that being 
so, the liability of the 1st defendant who 
stood in the position of a surety was also 
separate with respect to each of the promis- 
sory notes. The objection, therefore, fails. 

It is also argued that the 1st defendant 
was not the partner of the firm, but we 
have not the slightest doubt that the finding 
of the Subordinate Judge on this point is 

right. 

Another objection had been taken to 
the suits that inasmuch as the partnership 
of the defendants was not registered accord- 
ing to the Ordinance of Ceylon, they would 
not bo liable for the debts contracted from 
the plaintiff. The Ordinance itself in express 
terms says that the absence of registration 
would not aifect the liability of the partners 
to third persons. 

Then it was argued that the Subordinate 
Judge ought to have appointed a Commis- 
sioner to take the accounts. Hut with respect 
to the amounts borrowed, there are the 
promissory notes on which the suits are 

(3) 21 Inch On s. 417; PR M. 48‘> ; 25 M. I . J. 4zf>; 14 
M L. T. 414. 


based and there was no necessity for any 
accounts being taken since the amounts due 
upon the promissory notes were proved be- 
fore the Subordinate Judge. All the appeals 
are dismissed with costs. 


Appeal* dismissed. 


v.h.i*. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. ^ 
Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 2659 

of 1913. 

July 20, 1915 

Present: — J ustice Sir Asatosh Mookerjee 
Kt., and Mr. Justice Beaohcroft. 

RAMNATH SIL and another— 
Defendants — Appellants 

versus 

SIB A SUN DARI DEBYA and anower- 

Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

Landlord and tenant -Service tenure-tenant 
rcfusimi to perform service, consequences of-T lansfer 

of Property Act (IV of >382), HI, (W.fgV- 
t'orfeil are of service tenure created before or aftei the 

iKittxina of the Act. «. Att 

A. service tenure, whether created Indore or aftei 

tl,p passing of the Transfer of Property Act, dolor. 

mines if the tenant refuses to render the requisite 

service and the landlord is thereupon entitled to 

re-enter without serving ft notice to quit upon the 

tenant.. Ip 349, cols. 1 A' 2 J 

Clause (el of section 1 11 of the 1 mutter of Pio- 
pert v Art does not render it. obligatory upon lie 
lessor to serve a notice to quit upon a lessee who has 
forfeited his tenancy: ft mere demand for possession 
is sufficient to determine the lease. Ip. Soil, coi. i. j 
The plaintiffs instituted a suit, for the ejectment of 
the defendants from land, which they held _ on 
condition that they would servo the plaintiffs as 
barbers and enjoy the land in consideration of the r 
service, on the allegation that the defendant 
by refusing to perform the requisite service had for- 

Held, that if the service tenure lie assumed to 
have been created before the Transfer of J ropery 
Act came into operation, it was competent to tin 
plaintiffs, on tlm service thus ceasing, to resume and 
take possession of the land without referenc 

Court at, all, but if, on the other hand lie t^sucy 

he assumed to have been created after the rrww«e 
of Property Act came into operation then the position 
,,f t he parties must be determined with rof«wno 
to the terms of section 111, clause (b) or clause - (g), 
whichever was applicable to the case, and that . 
either ease, the defendants were liable tob° ojeotod 
without, sorvico of notice to quit. LP* * * 

2; p. 350, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the decree of the 

Subordinate Judge, Dacoa, dated the 
May 10. a, modifying that of the Mnnsif, 



Vcl. 2L] 


1ND1A.N OASJfib. 



EAMNATH SIL V. SI BA SOMlARI DEBTA. 

Manickguuge, dated the 28th September 
1912. 

Babu Sasadhar liny (Junior), for the 
Appellants. 

Babus Dwarka Eath Chuckerbutty and 
Ramani Mohan C hatter jee, for the Re- 
spondents. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an appeal by 

the defendants in an action in ejectment. 

Ihe defendants, who are barbers by caste 

and profession, held the disputed land 

under the plaintiffs on condition that they 

would serve them as barbers and enjoy 

the land in consideration of their service. 

Ihe plaintiffs seek to eject the defendants 

on the allegation that they have forfeited 

the tenancy, as since 1901 they have 

refused to perform the requisite service. 

The defendants urged that the tenancy 

is held at a money rent, that there has 

been no forfeiture and that they are 

entitled to a reasonable notice to quit, 

before they can be evicted. The Courts 

below have found on the merits in favour 

of the plaintiffs and have decreed the 

suit. In our opinion, that decree is 

manifestly right and cannot be successfully 
assailed. 

As the origion of the tenancy is unknown, 
two alternative hypotheses have been 
placed before us. If the tenancy be 
assumed to have been created before the 
Tansfer of Property Act came into 
operation, the position of the defendants 
must be determined with reference to the 
law as it stood at that time. Now, it 

was ruled by a Full Bench of the 

Sudder Court iu the case of Sreesh 

Chunder v. Madhub M ocher. (1) that where 
the defendant held land for the per- 

formance of certain services, he was not 
entitled to continue in possession when 
he failed to perfrom the services and that 
it was competent to the grantor, on the 
service thus ceasing, to resume and take 
possession of the land without reference 
to the Court at all. This view was 
confirmed subsequently in the cases of 
Burrogobind Raha v. Ramrutno l)ey (2), 
Makbul Hossain v. Ameer Sheikh (3) and 

(1) (1857) S. D. A. 1772. 

(2) 4 0. 67; 2 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 44. 

(3) 25 C. 131; J3 Ind. Dec. un. sj 89. 


Ansar All Jemadar v. C. E. Grey (4). 
Consequently if the law as it stood before 
the Transfer of Property Act is applied 
to the case before us, the defendants are 
liable to be ejected without notice, as they 
have refused to perform the requisite service. 
If, on the other hand, the tenancy is assumed 
to have been created after the Transfer of 
Property Act came into operation the 
position of the parties must be determined 
with reference to the terms of section 111. 
Under clause (b) of that section, a lease 
of immoveable property determines, where 
such time (that is, the time limited 
thereby) is limited conditionally on the 
happening of some event, by the happening 
of such event. Under clause (g) a lease 
of immoveable property determines by 
forfeiture in case the lessee breaks an 
express condition which provides that on 
breach thereof, the lessor may re enter 
or the lease shall become void, if the 
lesser does some act showing his intentiun 
to deteimine the lease. In our opinion the 
case falls either within clause (b) or clause 
( 9 )• A service tenant holds the land on 
condition that if he refuses to render ser- 
vice the lease shall determine, and there- 
upon the landlord shall be entitled tore- 
enter. There can thus be no doubt that if 
a service tenant renounces his character as 
service tenant, by claiming to hold the lands 
at money or produce rent, and denies the 
title of the landlord to resume the lands, 
the lease to him determines and no notice 
is necessary to eject him. It is also plain 
that if clause ig) be held applicable, the 
lessors did, in the present case, signify, 
prior to the institution of the suit, their 
intention to determine the lease. In 1908, 
they instituted a suit to eject the defend- 
ants on the ground that their tenancy had 
been forfeited by reason of their lefusal 
to render service: that suit was withdrawn, 
with liberty reserved to institute a fresh 
suit on ihe same cause of action. This 
was sufficient notice of intent to forfeit: 
Serjeant v . Nash Field & Co. (5), Grimwood 

V *^ & fn\ 6) v lT s v * Carter O). was 

V**/ Z O. Li. J. 403. 

11§9 T 9 L 3) R 5 fo B - 304 '' 72 ^ J ' K ' R 6S0i 89 L ' T 

20W 7 E. 07* * 360i 41 ^ J ’ C ' P - 239i 27 L ' T - 
JSM-* W, 718; 71 I!. R. 800; 10 Jur. 

GOj loo Uj. XI. IU40. 
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explained in the case of AnanJamoyee v. 
Dakin Chandra Mitra (a), clause ( g ) of section 
111 does not render it obligatory upon 
the lessor to serve a notice to quit upon 
the lessee who has forfeited his tenancy ; 
even a demand for possession is sufficient : 
Deo Nandan Persliad v. Meghu Mahton (9). 
It is consequently plain that whether the 
tenancy was created before or after the 
Transfer of Property Act came into force, 
the defendants are liable to be ejected 

without service of notice to quit. 

The decree of the Subordinate Judge is 
accordingly confirmed and this appeal dis- 
missed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


(8) 33 C. 339; 3C.L. J. 274. 

( 9 ) 5 C. L. J. 181; 11 C. W. N. 22o; 34 0. oi. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Skcond Civil Appeal No. 160 ok 1916. 

March 21, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Mullick and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

BIS HUN CHAND- Plaintiff— Appellant 

versus 

Bahu AUDH BIHAR1 L AL— Defendant- 

Respondent. 

Negotiable Instruments Act (XXI I o) 1880, s. 80— 
Hand-note 'payable on demand ,’ whether carne s 
interest— ‘On dcmand\ meaning of- Demand, whether 
necessary before institution of suit -'After demand , 
meaning of — Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908J, O. 

VUL r. (i- Set-off, principles governing. 

Whore a hand-note is silent as to the rate ol 
interest payable, the lender is entitled, under section 
80 of the Negotiable Instruments Act, to interest at 
the rate of 6 per cent, from the date when the 
money ought to have been paid. [p. 350, col. 2.J 
The words ‘payable on demand’ have a legal 
meaning and sense, which convey that the note is 
payable on the date of its execution. In such a case no 
demand is necessary prior to the suit, i p. 351, col. 2.J 
If, however, the wolds used arc ‘alter demand , 
then a demand becomes necessary before a suit is 

instituted, [p. 351, col. 2.] 

In a suit for the recovery of money the defendant 
is not allowed to set off against the plaintiff’s 
demand any sum which is not an ascertained sum 
legally recoverable and the claim with respect to 
which does not arise out of the same transaction, [p. 

352, col. 1. ] 

Appeal from the decision of the Additional 
District Judge, Shahabad, dated the 27th 
August 1915, affirming that of the Officiat- 
ing Additional Sub-Judge, Shahabad, dated 
the 5th June 1914. 

Mr. Sushil Madhav Mullick, for the Appel- 
lant. 


Mr. Tribhuwan Nath Sahay, for the Re- 
spondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Atkinson, J. — The plaintiff sues the defend- 
ant for recovery of the principal sum of 
Rs. 1,109 on foot of a hand-note, dated the 
2nd of November 1910. There is no dispute 
that the amount of the principal stated in 
the note of hand is due and owing by the 
defendant to the plaintiff. The note of 
hand, however, is quite silent as to the 
payment of interest. The hand-note is, in 
terms, a hand-note payable on demand. The 
plaintiff, in his plaint, in paragraph 2, claims 
interest at the rate of 12 per cent, upon the 
principal sum advanced to the defendant. The 
learned Judge, however, held that the 
plaintiff was not entitled to any interest 
whatever, because in the hand- note in- 

terest was not provided for. It is con- 
tended before us that the learned Judge 
was wrong in arriving at that conclusion 
in point of law, because, even though the 
hand-note contained no provision as to 
interest, yet under section 80 of the Negoti- 
able Instruments Act, XXVI of 1 SSI, the 
plaintiff would be entitled to interest at 
the rate of 6 per cent, from the date on 
which the amount secured by the hand- 
note ought to have been paid. The 
learned Judge was not referred to section 
80 of the Negotiable Instruments Act; 
because I feel sure that if his attention 
had been directed to the provisions of 
that Act he would have passed a decree 
in favour of the plaintiff for interest at 
the rate of 6 per cent. 

The only question of difficulty which 
arises in this case is the time from which 
the rate of interest began to run. I 
think that it must he admitted, having 
regard to the authorities, that where a 
hand- note is silent as to the rate of in- 
terest payable, under section 80 of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act the lender is 
entitled to interest at the rate of 6 per 
cent, from the date when the money ought to 
have been paid. The case reported as Qhan • 
shium Lalji v. Bam Narain (1) and also the 
case reported as Basanti Bihi v. Sheo Mangal 

(1) 29 A. 33; 1 1 C. W. N. 105, 17 M. L. J. 35; 4 A. 
L. J. 29; 1 M. L. T. 427; 9 Bom. L. R. 1» 6 C.L. J. 
7 (P. C.). 
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Farshad (2) undoubtedly favour that con- 
struction. There is a case reported as 
Bhupati Ram v. Sourendra Mohun Tagore 

(3), which seems to take a different 
view, but in that case the learned Judge 
who decided the case never considered 
or discussed the effect of section 80 of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act. Therefore, we 
consider that cn the true construction of 
section 80 of the Negotiable Instruments 
Act interest was payable on the note in 
suit. 

The next question is, from what date 
the interest became due. The note of 
hand expressly purports to be a note of 
hand payable on demand” and it is 
contended by Mr. Mullick that where a 
hand-note is payable on demand it is 
payable immediately on its execution; and 
Mr. Mullick relies, in support of his 
argument, upon a case reported as Perumal 
Ayyan v. Alagirisami Bhagavathar (4), 
and at page 248 their Lordships say: “The 
words ‘on demand’ must, we think, be re- 
garded as a technical expression equivalent 
to ‘immediately’ or ‘forthwith’. That, 
we think, was the intention of the 
parties.” That case was considered in the 
case reported as Perianna Goundan v. Muthu- 
vira Goundan (5) and their Lordships say: 
‘There can be no doubt but that, under 
the general law, money lent, payable on 
demand, is due from the date of the 
loan; in other words, there is a cause of 
action on the date of the loan.” To the 
like effect are the authorities in Eng- 
land; and the law may be summed up, accord- 
ing to the decision of Blackburn, J., as 
follows: — In general, where money is 
payable on demand, the law holds that 
the debtor is bound to find out the credi- 
tor and pay him; and this the debtor is 
liable to do at once. Therefore, a pro- 
missory note ‘payable on demand’ is payable 
at the instant the note is made. No 
demand is necessary prior to an action.” 
The authorities for this proposition laid 
down by Blackburn, J., are to be found 

(2) 2 Ind. Cas. 199; 6 A. L. J. 233. 

(3) 30 C. 446; 7 C. W. N.412. 

(4) 20 M. 245 at p. 248; 7 M. L. J. 222; 7 Ind. 
Dec. (n. s ) 174. 

(5) 21 M. 139, 7 M. L. J. 315; 7 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 
455. 


in i\ orton v. UUam (oj, Maltby v. Murrells 

(7) and George, In re, Francis v. Bruce 

(8) . Therefore, the words "payable on 
demand” have a legal meaning and 
sense which convey that the note is 
payable on the date of its execution. It 
must be remembered that the words “on 
demand” are distinct and separate from the 
words after demand”. If the words used are 

after demand , then a demand is necessary; 
but if the words are “on demand”, then no 
demand is necessary. Accordingly we are of 
opinion that the note in suit was liable to 
interest as and from the 2nd of November 
1910, that is the date on which it was 
executed; and that the plaintiff is entitled 
in this case to interest at the rate of 6 
per cent, from the 2nd of November 19r0 
until the date of realization of the debt. 

The defendant, as against the principal 
sum and interest due from him to the 
plaintiff, seeks to set off certain sums 
which he claims as the value of his 
services rendered to the plaintiff as a 
Pleader. He sets out in his claim various 
items, ranging alphabetically from A to 
H, which aggregate in all to nearly 

Rs. 2,000, and he seeks to have the full sum 
set off as against the plaintiff’s claim. As 
a matter of faot, however, the defendant 
is not entitled to claim the entire sum 
set out in his claim. He is only entitled 
to a share jointly with other Pleaders who 
were associated with him in the oases in 
which he represented the plaintiff. He is 
thus only entitled to claim a fractional 
part of the amounts shown by him. 
Therefore it oan in no sense be said that 
the defendant’s claim is for an ascertained 
amount within the meaning of Order 
VIII, rule 6. Indeed that his claim is 
not for an ascertained sum is demonstrat- 
ed by the fact that the learned Judge 
had himself to ascertain and declare the 
proportionate share of the sum claimed by 
the defendant to which he (the defendant) 
was in faot entitled. The learned Judge 
has assessed this share at Rs. 176-9- O’ 
but the fact that the learned Judge has arriv- 
ed at this conclusion does not enflu" 

(6) (1837) 2 M. & W. 461; M. & H 69- 6 r T 
^ X /*\ /* * 64(5; 150 E. R 839 

'AmStiEtrSfa!** * 

49,“.’. Hot 01 - d - L ** « t T. 
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the defendant to say that he is legally 
entitled to recover this sum without giving 
proof that it was legally recoverable at 
the date of the institution of the suit. 

The learned Judge has come to the con- 
clusion that Rs. 176-90 is due to the 
defendant by the plaintiff for the value 
of services rendered by him as a profes- 
sional legal gentleman. Rut we think 

that the plaintiff cannot claim this sum 
as a legal or an equitable set- off; and 
certainly not as an equitable set off because 
the claim does not arise out of the same trans- 
action. We have carefully considered the 
effect of the law laid down in the case 
reported as Viltor Kncr v. Karkhoo Singh 
(9), and v. e are of opinion that the defend- 
ant in this case is not entitled in point of 
law to the set-off which he claims. There- 
fore, strict ly speaking, the decree of the 
lower Court should bo varied and the 
defendant’s claim for a set-off should be 
dismissed. However, it appearing to us that 
something roust be due by the plaintiff 
to the defendant for services rendered, wo 
threw out the suggestion that the plaintiff 
as an honest man should pay an honest 
debt, more especially as the creditor i.s a 
Pleader who is usually one of the most 
deserving creditors in the world. However, 
Mr. Mulliek had some dillidenee in acceding 
to cur suggestion; but we consider that it 
is desirable that this litigation should, 
if possible, be brought to a termination. 
Therefore, although we think that the 
defendant is not entitled to a set-olf in 
point of law, nevertheless wo think that we 

should, on 1 He principle of .justice, equity 
and good conscience, settle this litigation 
on a fair and equitable basis; and we would, 
therefore, allow the defendant, as against the 
plaintiff, credit for the amount to which ho 
is entitled for services rendered by him as a 
Pleader and we fix this sum at the figure arriv- 
ed at by the learned Judge, viz., Rs. 176-9-0. 
We arcordingly set aside the decree of the 
lower Court and declare that the plaintiff 
is entitled to a decree for the full sum 
claimed by him by way of principal, ri 
Rs. 1,109; and that he is further entitled to 
interest on this sum at the rate of 6 per 
cent per annum as and from the 2nd of 
November 1910 until the date of realization. 
An against this sum of principal and interest 
(U) 37 Inch Cab. 3b7. 


the defendant will get credit for Us. 176-9-0 
as and for the value of services rendered 
by him to the plaintiff plus Rs. 400, being 
the sum already paid by him to the plaintiff, 

i’.e., in all Rs. 570. 

The appeal is accordingly allowed with 
costs. 

Appeal allowed. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Reiters Patent Appeal No. 121 of 1916. 

February 23, 1917. 

Present:— S\v John Wallis, Kt , Chief Justice, 
Mr. Justice Oldtield and Mr. Justice 

Seshagiri Aiyar. 

CHIKKAM AMM1RAJU and others — 
Defendants - Appellants 

versus 

CHIKKAM SESHAMMA and another— 

Plaintiffs— Respondents. 

Contract Act (IX of 1872,),#. 15— Coercion— Threat 

fo commit suicide, vhether 'coercion'— Suicide, uhethei 
'act forbidden by the Penal Code— 'To the prejudice of 
any jkisui whatever ’, meaning of — Vocuwent , execution 
of, under threat of suicide, validity of— Penal Code 

(XLV of 1860), ss. 305, 300, 3C9. 

l*er \\ all is, C. J-, and Seshagiri Aiyar, J., ( Oldfield , 
./., dissenting).— A threat to commit suicide, in con se- 
quence of which a document is executed by a person, 
is tin' threatening to commit an ‘act forbidden by the 
Indian Penal Code’ and amounts to ‘coercion’ within 
tin' meaning of section 15 of the Contract Act, and the 
document executed in pursuance of the threat is 
invalid and inoperative, [p. 353, col. 1; p. 355. cola. 1 
A- 2.] 

Per Wallis, C. ./.— It is impossible to hold thutan 
act which it is made punishable to abet or attempt 
is not forbidden by the Penal Code, especially as 
(lie absence of any section punishing the net itself 
is due to the fact that suicide is, in the nature of 

things, beyond the jurisdiction of the Court, [p. 353, 
col. 2.] 

Per Seshagiri Aiyar, ./.— Though there is no pro- 
vision in the Indian Penal Code which forbids m 
terms the commission of suicide, there can be no 
doubt that the intention of the Legislature is to 
forbid such an net simply because a man, by com- 
mitting the act, is beyond the reach of the law. lp. 

353, col. 1.1 . 

The wot d ‘prejudice’ in section 15 of the Contract 

Act does not mean mere sentimental prejudice. 

Some legal injury must How before a person can be 

said to be ‘prejudiced* under the section. Lp. 

cols. 1 A 2. | % 

A wife who executes n document in consequence 

of the husband’s threat that he would commit 

suicide is prejudicially affected by the threat. Lp. 3oii, 

Per t ddjicld, ./.— Section 15 of the Contract Act 
should he strictly construed, and the act of pro " * 
tion not being expressly forbidden by the Pena 
Code, the prohibition cannot be inferred from tno 

prohibition of attempts to commit it. An at temp 
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iu the legal seuse, can be recognized a*- such only 
after the criminal's intention has been frustrated, 
not when it is expressed, /. c . when the threat is 
made. [p. 354, cols. 1 & 2.] 

Appeal under clause 15 of the Letters 
Patent against the judgment of Mr. 
Justice Sadasiva Aiyar, in Second Appeal 
No. 1357 of 1914, reported as 34 Ind. Cas. 
578, preferred against the decree of the 
District Court, Godaveri at Rajahmundry, 
in Appeal Suit No. 6 of 1913 (Original 
Suit No. 4 of 1912, on the hie of the Court 
of the Temporary Subordinate Judge, Rajah- 
m u nd ry . ) 

Mr. Fatanjali Sastri i for Mr. P. Narayana 
Murthi , for the Appellants. 

Mr. 0. V enkataramiah, for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Wallis, C. J.— lt has been found by both 
Courts that the deed in question was ob- 
tained by coercion, the coercion consisting 
in a threat by the fifth witness for the 
plaintiffs to his wife and son that he would 
commit suicide if they did not execute the 
document. 

It is easy to set up such a defence and 
the evidence in support of it should, there- 
fore, be very closely scrutinized before it 
is held to be made out. Here it has been 
found as a fact and we are not at liberty 
to interfere with the finding on second 
appeal. 

The case now comes before us on a Letters 
Patent appeal owing to a difference of opinion 
between Sadasiva Aiyar and Moore, JJ., as 
to whether the facts as found amounted to 
coercion within the meaning of section 15 of 
the Indian Contract Act. 

The point mainly argued before us was 
that suicide was not an ‘act forbidden by 
the Indian Penal Code” within the meaning 
of the section. With this I cannot agree. 
At Common Law suicide was a form of homi- 
cide. Homicide properly so called”, says 
Hawkins (Pleas of the Crown, Book I, Chap- 
ter 9), ‘ is either against a man’s own life or 
that of another.” Wilful suicide was felony, 
and on a finding that the suicide was felo 
de sc his chattels were forfeited to the Crown 
like those of other convicted felons. In 

section 299 of the Indian Penal Code the 

• # • • 

offence of culpable homicide is defined in 
terms which are sufficiently wide to cover 


deliberate suicide, which is dealt with by 
Mr. Nelson in his Indian Penal Code as 
a species of unlawful homicide, though, 
of course, section 302 and the following 
sections which prescribe the punishment 
for the various kinds of homicide are only 
applicable to living offenders. These sec- 
tions are immediately followed by sections 
305 and 3C(5, which make abetment of sui- 
cide punishable with death in some circum- 
stances and with lesser penalties in others. 
Then after dealing in sections 307 and 308 
with attempts to commit murder and to 
commit culpable homicide, the Code proceeds 
in section 309 to provide for attempts 
to commit suicide. I find it impossible 
to hold that an act which it is 
made punishable to abet or attempt is not 
forbidden by the Indian Penal Code, es- 
pecially as the absence of any section punish- 
ing the act itself is due to the fact that 
the suicide is in the nature of things beyond 
the jurisdiction of the Court, and it is 
no longer thought desirable to inflict a 
vicarious punishment on those who come 
after him by forfeiting his goods to the 
Crown. 

As to the second point, the act threatened 
must be to the prejudice of any person 
whatever,” and would cover threats to a 
wife to murder her husband or to a son 
to murder his father. Here the threat was 
by the husband and father to kill himself, 
which must be taken to be an act to his 
own prejudice, which seems to me sufficient 
to satisfy the section. 1 may add that I 
think the threatened act would also be direct- 
ly to the prejudice of the wife, as it must 
be taken to be to the prejudice of any wife 
to deprive her of her husband, especially 
of a Hindu wife who thereby incurs all 
the disabilities of a Hindu widow. For the 
same reason, I think the act must be taken 
to be to the prejudice of the sou. I would, 
therefore, dismiss the appeal with costs. 

Under section 35 of the Letters Patent th? 
appeal is dismissed with costs. 

Oldfield, J. — I have the misfortune to differ 
from the learned Chief Justice and there- 
fore deal with the case at length. 

The question is whether a threat to com- 
mit suicide is a threat to commit an. act 
forbidden by the Indian Penal Code with? 
in the meaning of section 15, Indian Con* 
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tract Act; ar.d it is conceded that it is not 
forbidden either directly or in the sense that 
a penalty is provided for it. It, therefore, 
can be regarded as forbidden only by im- 
plication. It is accordingly in place to con- 
sider whether section 15 can be construed 
by implication or should be read strictly. 

Section 15 has given rise to few decisions, 
and to none in which the policy of the 
portion we are concerned with has been 
defined. No definition of that policy has been 
suggested before us, and advisedly. For it 
would be hard to argue that any general 
policy is in question, when the coercive 
character of an act depends on the appli- 
cability to it of a Statute, which, though 
wide, does not enumerate acts criminal in 
India exhaustively, which (as the illustra- 
tion shows) need not have been enacted at 
all or need not have been in. force at the 
date or place in question and which might 
make conduct punishable, although it would 
be so under no law binding on those con- 
cerned or of which they could even be pre- 
sumed to have known. The test thus pro- 
vided may commend itself as definite, but 
can be regarded only as arbitrary and not 
as intended to promote any general policy 
by reference to which a liberal construction 
oan be supported. Taking this view, I am 
bound to scrutinize respondents’ arguments 
closely. 

The first is that a threat to commit sui- 
cide is indistinguishable from one to attempt 
to do so and that such an attempt is for- 
bidden by section .'109, Indian Penal Code, 
which penalizes it. The answer is that 
threats of these two descriptions are distin- 
guishable, unless the word ‘ attempt” is used 
throughout the argument in its ordinary 
sense as equivalent to endeavour” and not, 
as it must be in the second place, where 
it occurs, in the legal sense, in which it 
is used in sections 305 and 511. Further 
if the word is used in its legal sense through- 
out, a threat to attempt to commit suicide 
is not only different from one to commit 
suicide, but is, like other threats to com- 
mit an attempt, a contradiction in terms. 
For an attempt in the legal sense can be 
recognized as such only after the criminal’s 
intention has been frustrated, not when it 
is expressed; that is, when the threat is made. 
The remaining contention relied on is that 


the Code implicitly forbids suicide, because 
in sections 306 and 309 it explicitly forbids 
abetment of it and attempts to commit it. 
But this will advance the argument, only if 
it corresponds with some general principle; 
and it does not as regards abetment. For, 
apart from the cases of abetment of children 
and lunatics, it is not suggested that acts 
done without guilty knowledge or intention 
(and, therefore, innocently), but which never- 
theless can be abetted under section 108, ex- 
planation 3, are forbidden. The principle, if 
there is one, is, therefore, sustainable only 
subject to these exceptions. But, even so, 
reference to it is useless. For it is not 
shown that it oan be tested by application 
to any instance, except the case of suicide, 
with which we are concerned; and there is 
no more security for its. validity when such 
test is impossible, than for the validity of 
lespondents’ argument as applied to that 
case alone. 

Respondents must, therefore, suoceed, if at 
all, on the single and direct contention 
that in the case of suicide a prohibition 
can be inferred from the prohibition of at- 
tempts to commit it; and with all respect, 
having decided in favour of a strict con- 
struction of section 15, Indian Contract 
Act, I cannot accept it. No doubt the only 
speoies of prohibition employed in the Code, 
the speoifioation of a penalty, would be 
useless in this case. But it does not follow 
that the failure to employ the other, direct 
prohibition, or to make provision for the 
caso of suicide in the Contract Act w’as due 
to inadvertence and that the omission 
should be supplied by inference. For it is 
possible that provision was omitted deliber- 
ately, because cases for its application would 
be rare and their truth difficult to establish, 
the party alleged to be coerced having 
usually easier means of preventing the accom- 
plishment of the threat than by entering 
into the agreement sought to be avoided. 

Holding that respondents cannot succeed 
on section 15, I turn to section 16 on which 
they also rely. In this connection, the 
threat of suicide is irrelevant, sinoe fewami, 
who made it, was not a party to the con- 
tract; and there is no finding of fact, whiou 
would support aDy exercise cf undue in- 
fluence by the parties to the contract, ap- 
pellants. This plea, therefore, fails, 
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As the majority of the Court would 
dismiss the appeal with reference to section 
15, respondents’ other contentions have not 
been heard. On the view I take it would 
be necessary to consider them before the 
appeal could be disposed of. 

Seshagiri Aiyar, J. — 1 agree with the 
judgment of the learned Chief Justice. 

I do not think that the evidence in this 
oase is sufficient to warrant a finding on 
the question of undue influence. On the 
question of coercion, although I had some 
doubts in the beginning, I have come to the 
conclusion that the facts do bring the case 
within section 15 of the Indian Contract 
Act. Mr. Patanjali Sastri argued that 
threatening to commit suicide is not for- 
bidden by the Indian Penal Code. A man 
who commits suicide goes unpunished, be- 
cause the law cannot reach him, and not 
because the offence is not forbidden. The 
Code makes a person who abets the com- 
mitting of suicide punishable. It also 
reaches a man who attempts to commit 
suicide. Although, therefore, there is no pro- 
vision in the Indian Penal Code which 
forbids in terms the commission of suicide, 
there can be no doubt that the intention 
of the Legislature is to forbid such an act. 

I agree with Mr. Venkatarama Aiyah that 
the term any act forbidden by the Indian 
Penal Code” is wider than the term "punish- 
able by the Indian Penal Code.” Simply 
beoause a man escapes punishment, it does 
not follow that the act is not forbidden by 
the Indian Penal Code. For example, a 
lunatic or a minor may not be punished. 
This does not show that their criminal acts 
are not forbidden by the Indian Penal Code. 
On the same analogy, a man who commits 
suicide escapes punishment beoause by com- 
mitting the act, he is out of the reach of 
the law. Where the abetment of it and 
the attempt to do it are both made punish- 
able by the Indian Penal Code, I am pre- 
pared to hold that the act itself is one for- 
bidden by the Indian Penal Code. 

The second contention of the learned 
Vakil was, that the threat to commit suicide 
could not have prejudiced the plaintiff. I 
agree with him that mere sentimental pre- 
judice is not what the law contemplates. As 
pointed out in Beg, v. Metropolitan 


Board of Works (I), some legal injury 
must flow in order that the man may be 
said to have been prejudiced. See also 
Clark v. London General Omnibus Company , 
Limited (2). Accepting this test, I am un- 
able to hold that the wife to whom the 
threat was addressed by a husband that 
he would commit suicide in case she does 
not execute a document, is not prejudicially 
affected by such a threat. In my opinion, 1 
the possibility of the husband dying leaving 
the wife and the child uncared for is 
sufficient in the eye of the law to furnish 
the ground of prejudice. On this ground 
I agree with Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar r 
in thinking that Exhibit A was brought 
about by the use of coercion and that it 
should be 3et aside. 

The appeal should be dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 

v. r. p. 

(1) (1863) 3 B. & S. 710; 32 L. J. Q. B. 1G5; 8 L .« 
T. 238; 9 Jur. (n. s.) 1009; 11 W. R. 492; 122 E. R, 
266; 129 R R. 529. 

(2) (1906) 2 K. B. 648; 75 L. J. K. B. 907; 95 L. T. 
435; 22 T. L. It. 691. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Decrki No. 88 

of 1915. 

February 22, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice N. R. Chatterjea and 

Mr. Justice Newbould. 

MAHENDRA CHANDRA DATTA and 

others — Appellants 
versus 

ABHOY CHARAN SARMA and others — 

Respondents, 

Land Acquisition Act ( I of 1894^, s. 18, sub-s. 2, cl. 
(6) — Reference by Collector — Limitation — Hindu Lam 
— Widow — Sale of inherited property luithout legal 
necessity or consent of reversioners , validity of — Pur . 
chaser , position of. 

Where before the date of the award, the Colleotor 
having passed an order that the party should go to 
the Civil Court, the Mukhtear of the party ceased to 
take any further part in the proceedings before the 
Collector and a reference was made more than six 
weeks after but within six months of the award: 

Held , that the reference was within time under 
section 18 (2) (6) of the Land Acquisition Aot. [p. 
356, col. 2.] 

The sale by a Hindu widow without legal necessity 
or the consent of the reversioners of property inherit- 
ed from her husband, is not void, but is only voidable 


356 


INDIAN CASKS. 


[1917 


MAHENDKA CHANDRA DATTA V. ABHOY CHARAN SARB1A. 


.«!<* i> entitled 


al the instance of the reversioners or persons claiming 

under them. [p. &ot, col. 2.] 

Obiter. — A purchaser under such a 

to sue in ejectment. i_p. 357, col. 2. 

Appeal against the decree of the District 

Judge, Sylhet, dated the 17th December 

1914. 

FACTS of the case appear from the 
judgment. 

Babu Sasadhar Boy (Senior), for the Appel- 
lants. — We have always denied the title of 
Jagannath Misra, husband of Annapurna. 
The lespondent has got to prove that the 
land belonged to her husband and that she 
inherited it from him, before any presumption 
can arise that she had only a life-interest. 
Her possession and title being proved, it 
should be presumed that she had an absolute 
right, so r.o question of legal necessity can 
arise. I rely cn the Privy Council ruling 
reported as Pi wan It tin Bijai Bahadur Singh 
v. Indarpnl Singh (1). Moreover, sale by 
her, assuming that the property sold was her 
husband’s propeity, is not absolutely void. 

Even if it be assumed that she had only a 
life-interest, the purchaser from her has a 
good title, so long as the sale is not set aside 
by the reversioners or those who claim 

through the reversioners. 

Babu llementba Kumar Van, for the Re- 
spondents.— It was practically admitted that 
Annapurna’s husband was the owner of 
the properties. See the kahalas by his 
daughter’s sons. The title of the respond- 
ent by adverse possession has been made 
out. The reversioner was a party to this pro- 
ceeding, but he has compromised the matter 
with the respondent and has no objection to 
the respondent getting the compensation. 

JUDGMENT. —This appeal arises out of 
a proceeding under the Land Acquisition 
Act and the question involved in the appeal 
is whether the appellant or the respondent 
should get the compensation awarded by the 
Collector. 

A preliminary objection has been taken 
on behalf of the respondent that the refer- 
ence under section IS was barred by limi- 
tation, inasmuch as it was not made within 
six weeks from the date of the Collector 's 
award. It is contended that, as a Mukhtear 
appeared at some stage of the proceedings, 
it must Le taken that the appellant was 


( 1 ) l C. w. N. 1; 26 C. 871; 26 I. A. 226; 2 
. K. Jj 7 8ur. I’. C. J. 07 8 ; 13 I ml. IV,. (n. .O 


iW'in 
I 108 . 


represented before the Collector at the time 
when the Collector made his award. It 
appears, however, that some time before 
the date of the award, the Collector passed 
an order that the appellant should go 
to the Civil Court; and it does not 
appear that the Mukhtear took any further 
pait in the proceedings before the Collector. 
That being so, the appellant was Dot 
present or represented before the Collector 
at the time when he made his award. 

The reference having been made within 
six months of the award was within time 
under section IS, sub-section (2), clause (b\ 
The preliminary objection is accordingly over- 
ruled. 

The dispute between the parties relates 
to compensation for live plots of land, 

namely, pints Nos. 14, 19, 20, ob and 26. So 

far as plot No. 28 is concerned, it appears 
that, after the delivery of possession thereof 
to the appellants’ predecessor, who purchased 
it at an execution sale, the respondent 
preferred a claim which was successful 
and no suit was brought within the period 
of limitation. The claim, so far as this plot 
is concerned, was not pressed in argument 
before the Court below and must accordingly 
be disallowed. 

With regard to the remaining four plots, 
the appellant claims to have purchased 
them in execution of a decree against Bimala 
Sundari, widow of Dinonath, in respect of 
debt due by the latter. The respondent, 
on the other land, claims title to one 
half of them by right of adverse pos- 
session, and the other half by virtue of one 
Baikuntha “having given up the same in 
bis favour.” He says that these lands origin- 
ally belonged to one Jagannath and that, 
after the death of Jagannath and his widow 
Annapurna, they were inherited by their 
daughter’s sons Ratanmoniand Banku Behan, 
that Banku Behari sold his fc annas to 
Baikuntha and that it was this Baikuntha 
who gave up the S annas in his favour. 
So far as Ratanmoni’s 8- annas share »s 
concerned, t he respondent claims it by right 
of adverse possession. 

The learned District Judge has found that 
neither party has been able to prove his 

title, and, as the respondent was in posses- 
sion, he disallowed the claim of the appel- 
lant. The learned Judge seems to ha*® 
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proceeded upon the assumption that the 
properties originally belonged to Jagannath. 
That, however, was not the case of the 
appellant, and there is really no evidence 
on the side of the respondent to show that 
the properties originally belonged to Jagan- 
nath. The witnesses who deposed on the 
point have no personal knowledge about 
the matter, and we mast hold that the 
respondent has failed to prove that Jagan- 
nath was entitled to the lands. But assum- 
ing that Jagannath had any title to the 
lands and that they descended to his 
daughter’s son3, Ritanmoni and Banku 
Behari, we do not think that the title of 
the respondent has been made out. As 
stated above, so far as Banku Behans 
share i3 concerned, all that the respondent 
said in his written statement in the Court 
below was that Baikuntha had given up 
his right in his favour, and that throws 
considerable doubt upon the evidence adduced 
by him to prove that there was a purchase 
of the 8-annas share from Baikuntha. 

Then, as regards the share of Ratan- 
moni, the respondent claims his title by 
adverse possession for over twelve years. He 
himself in his deposition said that he had been 
in possession for about eleven or twelve years 
and one of his witnesses, Dinonath Sarma, 
said that it was for fourteen or fifteen years. 
But Dinonath is his brother-in-law and he 
went further than the respondent himself 
as to the period for which the respondent 
was in possession. As stated above the 
respondent in his written statement claimed 
title to Ratanmoni’s share by adverse 
possession for twelve years but adduced evi- 
dence to show that he had also pur- 
chased Ratanmoni’s share. That evidence 
cannot be accepted and we think that 
neither the purchase from Ratanraoni nor 
from Baikuntha has been satisfactorily 
proved. 

The learned Judge relied upon the fact 
that the respondent was in possession ; and 
it is contended before us that the respondent 
should be awarded the compensation unless 
the appellant can show a better title. 
The learned Judge was of opinion that the 
properties belonged to Jagannath and that, 
if the appellant purchased the properties 
from Annapurna, that purchase was not 
binding upon the reversionary heirs of 
Jagannath or persons claiming under him, 


But, in the first place, it has not been shown 
that the properties belonged to Jagannath; 
and, secondly , even if the properties belonged 
to Jagannath and were inherited by his widow 
Annapurna, the purchase by the appel- 
lant or his vendor from Annapurna is not 
void. It is onlj' voidable at the instance 
of the revesioners or persons claiming under 
them. That is well settled. See Bijoy 
6 opal Ji ukerji v. Krishna Mahishi Debt 
(2). A purchaser from a Hindu widow, 
although he is not able to show either 
legal necessity or consent of the reversioner, 
is entitled to sue in ejectment. See Kish or i 
Pal v. Sheikh Bhushai Bhuiya (3). We have 
already found that the respondent has not 
proved any title derived from the reversioners 
of Jagannath, assuming that the title belonged 
to him. That being so, he cannot 
question the title of the appellant even if 
he is taken to have purchased from Jagan- 
nath s widow Annapurna. He, however, 
claims his title through Dinanath and it 
is not disputed that he purchased the 
interest of Dinanath at the execution 
sale. In any view of the matter, we think 
that the appellant has proved his title to 
the four plots and that he is entitled to 
the compensation in respect of them. 

The respective values of . plot No. 28 and 
of the other four plots do not appear from 
the record before us. We accordingly send 
the case back to the lower Court in order 
that the value of plot No. 28 may be 
ascertained and the compensation awarded 
in respect of that plot may be given to 
the respondent Abhoy Charan Sarma out 
of the five plots, the subject-matter of the 
appeal, and that the compensation in respect 
of the other plots Nos. 14, 19, 20 and 58 
may be given to the appellant. The parties 
will get their costs in both the Courts in 
proportion to their success. We assess the 
hearing fee in this Court at five gold 
mohurs. 


Slype UO uuuwea ; vase Lent back . 

(2) 34 I. A. 87; 9 Bom. L. R. 602; 11 C. W X 424- 
5 C. L. J. 334; 2 AT. L. T. 133; 17 M. L. J. 154; 4 A. L.’ 
J. 329; 34 C. 329; (P.C.). 

(3) 3 Ind. Cas. 78; 14 C. \V. N. 106. 
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NATHAMTTNI PILLAI V. VENGAMMAL. 

MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. So5 of 1915. 

January 23, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Napier. 

S. NATHAMUNI PILLAI— Plaintiff- 

Appellant 

versus 

VENGAMMAL and others— Defendants 
Nos. 1, 2. 4 and 5- Respondents. 

Mortgage— Document, construction of— Usufructuary 
hypothecation bond — Hypothecation clause , claim on , 
barred — Redemption , suit for — Rights of mortgagor and 
mortgagee — Limitation Act ( IX of 1908), ss. 3, 28. 

A mortgage-bond, entitled usufructuary hypotheca- 
tion bond, for Rs. 3,000 provided that interest on the 
moiety of the amount advanced would be payable 
out of the usufruct and that interest at one per cent, 
per month would be paid on the balance by the 
mortgagor. The final provision was that both sums 
were to be paid in a lump on the same day 10 years 
afterwards. After the right to sue on the hypothe- 
cation clause became barred, the mortgagor sued to 
redeem the mortgage and claimed that he was 
entitled to possession of the entire property on 
payment of Rs. 1,500 only: 

Held , (1) that the document constituted only one 
mortgage transaction; [p. 268, col. 2.] 

(2) that section 28 of the Limitation Act could not 
apply to the case and t lint the mortgagor was not 
entitled to redeem without discharging the whole 
dobfc. [p. 369, col. 1.] 

Kesar Kunuar v. Kashi Ram, 30 lnd. Cas. 777; 37 
A. 634; 13 A. L. .1. 889 and Athan Kutti v. Matavil 
llloth Sutarjanam, 37 I ml. Cas. 766; (1917) M. W. N. 
9; 6 L. W. 461; 32 M. L. .1. 317, distinguished. 

The provisions of the Limitation Act should be 
construed strictly. Limitation is not extinction 
gnd the bar created by it does not operate to dis- 
charge a debt except in the particular circumstances 
of section 28. [p. 369, col. 1.] 

The limitation of the mortgagee’s right to recover 
must not be read as a good plea to 1 m* urged by a 
mortgagor endeavouring to redeem, and unless the 
mortgagee is compelled to bring a suit within the 
menningof section 3 of the Limitation Act, he is 
entitled to set up every claim in defence that he has 
in law to support the debt which still remains due. 
[p. 369, col. 1.] 

Second appeal against the decree of the 
District Court, Trichinopoly, in Appeal 
Suit No. 270 of 1914, proferied against 
that of the Additional District Munsif, 
Triohinopoly, in Original Suit No. 157 of 
1914. 

Messrs. T. 7?. Ramachandra Aiyar and Mr. 
T. R.Krislinasicamy Aiyar , for the Appellant. 

Mr. T. R. Venkatarama i>astri , for the 
Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Napier, J. — In my opinion, the view taken 
by the Muusif and upheld by the District 


Judge that the right of redemption can only 
be exercised on payment of the whole of the 
mortgage amount is correct. The mortgage- 
bond, Exhibit A, is perfectly easy to under- 
stand. A sum of Rs. 3,000 was borrowed. 
The property wa9 obviously not of sufficient 
value to discharge the interest which the 
mortgagee required from the usufruct and 
so the usufiuot was to be applied to the pay- 
ment of only half the interest. With respect 
to the interest on the balance of Rs. 1,500, the 
mortgage is treated as a hypothecation bond 
and the interest is calculated at one per cent, a 
month. Then the final provision is that both 
suras are to be paid in one lump on the same 
day, 10 years afterwards, and the bond is 
entitled “usufructuary hypothecation bond.” 

Mr. Rarcaebandra Aiyar has sought to 
make two mortgages out of this transaction 
and suggests that the fact that these two 
mortgages are contained in one document does 
not make any difference. In my opinion it is, 
as it purports to be, one mortgage with pro- 
visions in it which are rendered necessary by 
the fact that the whole of the interest 
chargeable cannot he discharged by the 
usufruct. 

Now the plaintiff seeks to redeem the pro- 
perty. Admittedly he cannot redeem without 
paying the whole amount that i9 due; and 
it is not disputed that, apart from any ques- 
tion of limitation, the whole amount which he 
claims is due: but it is said that he cannot be 
compelled to pay Rs. 1,500 because if the de- 
fendant had brought a suit to recover that 
amount of Rs. 1,500 in respect of what may 
he called the hypothecation clause of the 
document, the suit would be barred. 

Reliance is placed on two cases, Kesar 
Rinnvar v. Kashi Ram (1) and Athan Kutti v. 
Matavil llloth Sutarjanam (2). I do not think 
that these cases have any bearing on the 
narrow points we have to decide here. In 
both of them there were two documents 
and two distinct transactions and to my 
mind that is a quite sufficient distinction 
between those cases and this and it is not 
necessary for us to consider what would 
be the position if there were in this case 
two documents and to go into the rather 
difficult subject of consolidation. The short 

( 1 ) 30 1ml. ^ns. 777; 37 A. 631: 13 A. L. J. BS9. 

(2) 37 lml. Cas. 766; (1917) M. W. N. 9; 6 L. W. 
461; 32 M. L. J. 317. 
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answer to the appellant’s case is that the 
Limitation Act must be oonstrued strictly 
and that limitation is not extinction, except 
in the particular circumstances of section 28. 
Mr, Ramachandra Aiyar has not argued that 
section 28 applies to this case and we do 
not think that such an argument could 
be put forward with any chance of success. 
We are, therefore, left with section 3: 

Subject to the provisions contained in 
sections 4 to 25 every suit instituted shall be 
dismissed.” Now that is the sole provision 
and it is accepted law in this Court, and I 
think in every other Court in India that the 
bar of limitation does not operate to dis- 
charge. For this proposition it is only neces- 
sary to quote Subrahmania Ayyarv. Poovan( 3) 
and Subramania Aiyar v. Gopala Aiyar (4). 
If, therefore, the debt is not extinguished and 
if the sole effect of the Statute is that the 
mortgagee could not have brought a suit to 
recover that amount and if it is provided by 
Statute that a mortgagor cannot redeem 
without discharging the whole of the debt, 
there is to my mind an end of the contention 
of the appellant. And this is, I think, the 
true view of the case. Oar attention has 
been called to two English cases, one of them 
specifically dealing • • with the rights and 
liabilites of a mortgagor. They are Edmunds 
v. Waugh (5) and Marshfield , In re; Marshfield 
v. Hutchings (6). The principle stated there, 
that the limitation of the mortgagee’s 
right to recover must not be read as 
a good plea to ba urged by a mort- 
gagor endeavouring to redeem, covers this 
case and, in my opinion, unless the mortgagee 
is compelled to bring a suit within the 
meaning of section 3 he is entitled to set up 
every claim that he has in law, to support the 
debt which still remains due. 

I would dismiss this appeal with costs. 

Ayling, J. — I agree. 

. . Appeal dismissed. 

v.r.p. 

(3) 27 M. 28 at p. 30. **' 

(4) 7 Ind. Cas. 848; 33 M. 308 at p. 310; 20 M. L. J. 
633; 8 M. L. T. 321. 

(5) (1866) 1 Eq. 418 at p. 421; 35 L. J. Ch. 231; 12 
Jur. ' N. s.) 326; 13 L. T. 739; 14 W R. 257. 

(6) (1887) 34 Ch. D. 721 at p. 724; 56 L. J. Ch. 599, 
56 L. T. 694; 35 W. R. 491. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 3742 

1913. 

July 30, 1915. 

Present : — Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, 
Kt., and Mr. Justice Richardson. 

KESHO PROSAD SINGH —Plaintiff — 

Appellant 

versus 

SARWAN LAL— -Defendant — Respondent. 

Principal and agent — Agent's obligation to render 
accounts , scope of— Limitation Act (IK of 1908), Sch. I, 
Arts. 64, 89, 115— Suit for recovery of money found due 
on accounts takenand adjusted — Limitation —“Moveable 
property ”, whether includes money. 

Where the accounts of an agent have been taken 
and adjusted and a specific sum has been found due 
from the agent to the principal, the principal becomes 
entitled to sue forthwith for its recover}" and the 
position is not altered, even if the agent continues 
thereafter to hold his office as agent of that principal. 
A suit of this description falls under Article 64 or 
Artiole 115 of the Limitation Act. [p. 360, col. 2.] 

Whore accounts have been rendered by an agent, 
Article 89 of the Limitation Act. has no application 
to a suit by the principal against the agent for 
recovery of money found due on such accounts, as 
the suit contemplated by Article 89 is a suit in 
which accounts have to be taken, [p. 360, col. 2.] 

The obligation of an agent to render an account of 
his agency and to account for money received by 
him is not merely confined to rendering of accounts 
of what has been done with the moneys, but includes 
also the payment of any balance which might be 
found due from him upon taking accounts. Tp. 360 
cols. 1 & 2.] ’ 

Kalee Kislien Paul Chon'dhry v. Musammt Juggut 
Tara , 11 W. R. 76; 2 B. L. R. A. C. 139, followed. 

The expression “moveable property” in Article 89 
of the Limitation Act includes money, [p. 360, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the decision of the District 
Judge, Arrah, dated the 30th July 1913, 
affirming that of 1 the Subordinate Judge, 
Arrah, dated the 1st July 1912. 

Babus Prdvas Chandra Mitter and Susil 
Madhub Mullick , for the Appellant. 

Babus Akshoy Kumar Banerjee and Harnan - 
dan Sahay , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an appeal in a 
suit by a principal for recovery of a sum 
of money from his agent. The plaintiff 
claims three sums from the defendant, 
namely, Rs. 785-14 found due on adjust- 
ment of the accounts of j 311, Rs. 1867-2-9 

alleged to be due on the unadjusted accounts 

of 1314, and Rs. 661-5-6 said to have been 
advanced to the defendant. The agency 
ceased on the 15th October 1907 and the 
suit was instituted on the 4th November 
1910; but in this connection, it is to be 
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borne in mind that the Court was closed 
on account of the annual vacation from the 
2nd October to the 3rd November 1910. 
The District Judge has found, with regard 
to the sum of fls. OGl-5-6, that as the 
defendant has already accounted for it, the 
plaintiff is not entitled to relief in respect 
thereof. As re girds the .sum of R i. 1 ,8 '7 -2-9, 
the District Judge has found tint the 
plaintiff is entitled to succeed, and that no 
questions of limitation arises, as the suit 
was brought within three years from the 
date of termination of the agency as required 
by Article 89 of the Schedule to the Indian 
Limitation Act. The only question in 
controversy, consequently, is, whether the 
claimfor Rs. 785-14 found due on adjust- 
ment of the accounts f the year 1311 is 
barred by limitation. The case for the 
plaintiff is that the suit in respect of this 
claim is govern?! by Article 89, while the 
contention of the defendant is that Article 
6 l> applies to this matter. In our opinion, 
Article 89 has no possible application in so 
far as this portion of the claim is c 'interned. 

Article 89 provides that a suit by a 
principal against his agent for moveable 
property received by the latter avl not 
accounted for must be instituted within 
three years from the date when the account 
is, during the eintinnance of the agency, 
demanded and refused, or where no sudi 
demand is made, when tin* agency terminates. 
If attention is confined only to the first 
column of this Article, the contention of the 
appellant may seem plausible ; for the 
argument is that this is a suit by a 
principal against bis agent ; it is for 
recovery of moveable property, bemuse it lias 
been ruled that the expression “moveable 
property” includes money; and it is further 
a suit for recovery of money which lias 
been received by the agent and has not 
been accounted for, because the agent lias 
not p lid t) the principal the sum claimed. 
Now, it need not be disputed, as was ex- 
plained by Sir B times Peacock, C. J., in 
KaJer KLs/r'ti l J aul Ch nvdhry v. Muuimmut 
Juggut Tara U), that the obligation of an 
agent to render an account of bis agency 
and to account tor money receive! by him 
is not confined merely to rendering of ac- 
counts of what lias been done with the 

moneys, but includes also the payment of 

(I) II W. It. 70; 2 H. L. |{. .\. C. irj‘.i 


any balance whioh might be found djie 
from him upon taking accounts. Bat when 
the first column of Article 89 is read 
along with the third column, it becomes 
plain that the suit contemplated by Article 
S9 is a suit in which accounts have to be 
taken. The first alternative mentioned in 
the third column refers to a case where the 
principal has demanded an account duringthe 
continuance of the agency and has met with 
a refusal; the second alternative refers to 
a case where an account has not been 
demanded and presumably has not been ren- 
dered. Where an account has been rendered, 
Article 89 lias thus no application. In our 
opinion, it is plain that where accounts have 
been taken and adjusted, and a specific sum 
lias been found due from the agent to the 
principal, the principal becomes entitled 
to sue forthwith for recovery of that money: 
Nohin Chunder Sahoov. Surnop Chinnier l^ass 

(2), Rissessur (lir v. Sree. Kishen Shah a Chow • 
dhru (3); Umedchand Hnkamchand v. Sha 
Bnlakida > Lalch'ind (4) and Dukhi Sahu v. 
Mahomed Bikh n (5); and the position is not 
altered, even if the agent continues thereafter 
to hold his office as agent of that principal. 

To a suit for the enforcement of a claim 
of tli is description, for the recovery of a 
specific sum found due on adjustment of 
accounts, Article 64 or Article 115 applies. 
Article 61 applies to a suit for money pay- 
able to the plaintiff as money found to he 
due from the defendant to the plaintiff on 
accounts settled between them. Such a suit 
has to bo instituted within three years from 
the date when the accounts are stated in 
writing, signed by the defendant or his 
agent duly authorised in this behalf. There 
is, however, an important- exception to this 
rule, namely, in the ease where the debt 
is, by a simultaneous agreement in writing 
signed by the defendant or li is duly authoris- 
ed agent, made payable at a future time, 
the period runs from the date when such 
time arrives. In the case before ns, it has 
not been suggested that when the accounts 
of loll were adjusted, there was a simul- 
taneous agreement, in writing and signed 
as required by the Statute, for payment of 
the sum due at a future time. Consequently, 

(2) <» \V. R 328. 

(3) 2-1 W. R. 840. 

(4) 5 B. 11 0. R. 0. C. J. 16. 

(5) 10 C. 28 1; 13 C. h. R. 445; 5 Ind. Dec. (\\ «.) 
19>, 
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time ran against the plaintiff from the 
date when the accouuts were adjusted and 
the statement signed, and as the suit has 
been brought mere than three year3 after 
such date, the claim is clearly barred by 
limitation. On the other hand, if we hold, as 
has been done in some cases [Lay code v. Pickles 

(6), Nahanibai v. Nathu Shan (7), TnbJiovan 
Gangaram v. Amina (8), Zulfikar Husain v. 
Munna Lal{ 9), Amnthu v. AL^Aa?/*/a(lO)], that 
the expression ‘ account stated” applies only 
where there are reciprocal demands, though a 
more popular signiBcation was accepted in 
Dukhi Sahu v. Mahomed Bikhu (5) and Man]u - 
nathu Kamti v. Devamma (U),it is plain that 
Article 115 is applicable, and in that view 
also, the claim is barred by limitation: Jalim 
Singh v. Choonee Lai (12). 

An ingenious attempt has been made to 
induce us to hold that the principal appro- 
priated the sum due from the collection 
of subsequent years. There is no foundation 
for this contention. If the sum found due on 
adjustment had, as a matter of fact, been paid 
by the agent to the principal, the plaintiff 
would not have included a claim for that sura 
in his plaint. On the other hand, it is plain 
that the accounts for the different years 
were separately adjusted and no claim has 
been instituted for the years 1312 and 
1313, because, presumably, upon accounts 
taken for those years, nothing was found 
due from the agent to the principal. The 
suit is, in substance, for recovery of money 
found due on adjustment of accounts of the 
year 1311 and alleged to be due for the 
year 1314. In respect of the latter claim, 
the suit is governed by Article 89, as the 
accounts have to be taken; in respect of 
the former claim, the suit is for recovery 
of a debt found due on adjustment of 
accounts and is governed by Article 64 or 
Article 115. We hold, accordingly, that the 
view taken by the District Judge is correct 
and that his decree must be affirmed. The 
appeal is dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 

(6) (18831 4 B. & S. 497; 33 L. J. Q. B. 43; 9 L. T. 
378; 10 Jur. (n. s.) 336; 12 \V. R. 76; 122 E. R. 546; 
129 R. R 827. 

(7) 7 B. 414; 8 Ind. Jur. 64; 4 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 278. 

(8) 9 B. 516; 5 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 343. 

(9) 3 A. 148; 2 Ind. Dec. (m. s.) 77. 

(10) 16 RI 339; 5 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 943. 

(11) 26 M. 186. 

(12) II Ind. Cos. 540; 15 C. W. N. SS2. 
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MAZHAR ALI KHAN, dead, and after 
ms death Musammat SIR J J-UN-NISA and 
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Constitution of document— Sale-deed, interpretation 
of —Vendor and purchaser— Money left with vendee for 
payment to mortgagee— Redemption, no attempt made 
by vendee for - Mortgagee's suit decreed — Decree satisfied 
by vendee — Vendee, position of. 

On the sale of an immoveable property a portion 
of t lie sale-consideration was left with thc*vendee for 
payment to the mortgagee of the said property. The 
sale-deed provided that if the money so left with 
the vendee fell short of the sum actually duo to the 
mortgagee the vendor was bound to discharge the 
excess money, and that if the vendee was °pnt to 
any expense in connection with the deposit of the 
mortgage-money by reason of any bad faith or dis- 
honesty on the part of the mortgagee he was to bear 
the burden of that cost himself. The vendee made 
no attempt to redeem the mortgage. Long after the 
date of the sale and the date when redemption of 
the mortgage first became possible, the mortgagee 
sued both the vendor and the vendee on the basis°of 
the mortgage and obtained a decree against them 
The vendee discharged the whole decretal amount 
and then brought a suit against the vendor for 
recovery of the difference between the sum he had 
had to pay for the satisfaction of the decree and the 
sum which had been left with him at the time of the 
sale for payment to the mortgagee: 

Held, (1) that the vendee was hound in the first 
instance to redeem, or at least to make an attempt to 
redeem the mortgage; [p. 3C5, col. 2.] 

(2) that the vendee having failed to make an 
attempt to redeem the mortgage at a reasonably 
early date after the conclusion of the sale-transaction 
so a 8 to discover that the money loft with him fell 
short of the requisite amount, he was not entitled to 
the sum claimed hy him, but only to the difference 
between the sum left with him and the amount which 
was actually payable to the mortgagee on the date 
when redemption of the mortgage first became possible 
[p. 366, col. 1.] 

Muhammad Siddiq Khan v. Muhammad Xasir Ullah 
Khan, 21 A. 223; 3 C. W. N. 201; 26 I. A. 45- 7 S a r P 
C. J. 472; 9 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 851; Badri Das' v Ji va n 
Lai, 15 Ind. Cas. 854; 10 A. L. J. 480, distinguished. 

Appeal from the decree of the Additional 
Judge, Lucknow, dated the 24th February 
1914, upholding the order of the Subordinate 
Judge, Unao, dated the 1st December 913. 

Syed Zoh.ur Ahmad , for Appellant No. 1. 

The Hon’ble Mir/a Sami Ullah Beg , for the 
Respondent. 

*The judgment in this ease dispT^T^^T^^ 
f ogef her, viz., Second Civil Appeal No. 252 of 1 Q 14 
and First Civil Appeal No. 38 of 1915— 


3 02 


INDIAN OASES. 


[1917 


MAZHAR A LI KHAN V. ALI ASOHAR. 

- JUDGMENT. — These two appeals, al- 
though they arise out of two different suits, 
may conveniently be disposed of by one 
and the same judgment. Both suits have 
their origin in a deed which was executed 
on the 9th of November 1895 by one 
Mazhar Ali Khan in favour of Ali 
Asghar. Mazhar Ali Khan was the plaint- 
iff in the suit out of which the second appeal 
has sprung. He has died since the institu- 
tion of the suit and is represented by three 
ladies Musammat Siraj-un-nisa, Musa mm at 
lkbal-un-nisa and Musammat Shakir-un-nisa. 
Ali Asghar, the other party to the sale-deed 
just mentioned, was the plaintiff in the 
suit which has given rise to First Civil 
Appeal No. 38 of 1915. In order to under- 
stand the matters in issue between the 
parties to these two cases it is necessary 
to go back to the year 1891. On the 
31st of March of that year Mazhar Ali, 
who was at that time the owner of an entire 
village named Khairanpur Ganwansa, situat- 
ed in the Unao district, mortgaged it with 
possession to a lady named Musammat 

Husaini Jan to secure a loan of Rs. 5,000. 
The period of the mortgage was five years 
and it was provided that the mortgagor was 
to be at liberty to redeem in the tirst 
“khali Jasl Jeth" which fell after the expiry 
of the mortgage period. There is no dispute 
now that redemption of this mortgage tirst 
became possible on the 28th of April 1895. 
During the year 1891 Mazhar Ali executed 
three deeds of further charge in favour of 
his mortgagee; a fourth deed was executed 
on the 12th of January 1895. On the 9th of 
November 1895 Mazhar Ali sold a 12-annas 
share of this village to the other party to 
these cases, namely, Ali Asghar. r l he price 
at which this share was sold was stated in 
the deed to be Rs. 7,431. Out of this 
Rs. 100 was taken up in defraying the 
expenses of stamping and registering the 
deed. The balance Rs. 7,331 was left with 
Ali Asghar for payment to the mortgagee. 
The other terms of the sale-deed will be 
considered at a later stage. It is sufficient 
at the present time to say that no attempt 
seems to have been made by Ali Asghar 
to redeem Husaini Jan’s mortgage. It 
may here be mentioned that under this 
mortgage of the 31st of March 1891 it had 
been agreed between the mortgagor and 
^he mortgagee that if redemption did not 


take place in the first khali jasl Jeth after 
the expiry of the mortgage period, the 
mortgagee was to be entitled to remain in 
possession for a further period of fifteen 
years with an option of bringing a suit at 
any time for the sale of the property for 
the purpose of recovering her mortgage- 

money. In the month of July 1911 Husaini 
Jan brought a suit for sale against her 
mortgagor Mazhar Ali and his purchaser 
Ali Asghar. She claimed a sum of dose on 

Rs. 14 000. On the 2.1 rd of March 1911 

the suit was compromised, the mortgagee 
agreeing to accept a sum of Rs. 10,523. A 
decree was passed in terms of this com- 
promise and eventually in the month of 
December 1911 the total debt, which was 
due under the decree and which at that date 
amounted to Rs. 11,915, was discharged by 
the purchaser Ali Asghar. Ali Asghar has 
therefore, brought the suit out of which tirst 
Civil Appeal No. 38 of 1 915 lias arisen, in 
order to recover from Mazhar Ali or his 
representatives in- interest the difference bet- 
ween the sum * liich lie had to pay for redemp- 
tion of Husaini Jan’s mortgage and the sum 
of Rs. 7,331 left with him at the time of 

the execution of the sale for payment to the 

mortgagee. His case may be put briefly as 
follows. He says that the sum which wss 
left with him for redemption was insufficient 
to disoharge the mortgage; th<*t it was the 
duty of the mortgagor Mazhar Ali to give 
him a clear title and to pay all that was 
owing in respect of the mortgage and 
deeds of further charge executed in favour of 
Musammat Husaini Jan, that Mazhnr All 
failed to discharge this legal duty and that 
the result of his failure was that he (.All 
Asghar) was obliged to pay a sum muoh in 
excess of the money which was left with him 
for redemption. The defence put forward to 
this claim was that the duty of redeeming 
the property lay with the purchaser, a 
he failed to take any steps towards redemp- 
tion until the mortgagee brought a suit aud 

obtained a decree and that if he has een 
obliged to pay a sum largely in exoess of the 
amount which was left with him in order 
to obtain redemption, he is liable to bear ie 
loss by reason of his failure to perform 
the duty which was laid upon uni in 
accordance with the terms of the contract o 
sale entered into on the 9th of Novena er 
1895. I may here briefly describe the nature 
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of the claim which was brought by Mazhar 
Ali who was the original plaintiff in the 
suit out of which Second Civil Appeal 
No. 252 of 1914 has sprung. Under the 
terms of his mortgage executed in favour 
of Husaini Jan, Mazhar Ali was entitled 
to an allowance from the mortgagee at the 
rate of Rs. 15 a month. At the time when 
the suit brought by the mortgagee was 
compromised, an account was taken of the 
money which was outstanding on this 
account. It appears that the mortgagee 
had not paid this annuity for a number 
of years and when the compromise was 
arrived at and accounts were taken, a sum 
of Rs. 1,292 was set off as being the 
amount due for guzara to the mortgagor 
Mazhar Ali. Mazhar Ali, therefore, claimed 
that he was entitled to recover this sum 
from Ali Asghar who had failed to redeem 
the mortgage. His case was that this 
money which was owing to him had been 
applied in satisfaction of the mortgage decree. 
Mazhar Ali’s suit was tried first. The 
Court of first instance, the Subordinate 
Judge of Unao, was of opinion that the 
responsibility for failure to redeem the 
mortgage lay with Mazhar Ali the mort- 
gagor and not with his purchaser Ali Asghar 
and consequently he was of opinion that 
Mazhar Ali was not entitled to recover this 
amount. He held on the fourth issue raised 
in that suit that if it were possible to say 
that it was the duty of Ali Asghar to re- 
deem the mortgageon the 28th of April 1896, 
Mazhar Ali would be justly entitled to the 
sum which he was claiming. This decree of 
the Subordinate Judge was appealed and his 
order was upheld in appeal by the learned 
Additional Judge of Lucknow. The other suit 
out of which First Civil Appeal No. 38 of 1915 
has arisen was tried by another Subordinate 
Judge of .Unao. He has adopted a different 
interpretation of the righ s and liabilities 
of the parties arising out of the sale 
transaction of the 9th of November 1895, 
He holds, that on a proper construction 
of the deed of sale and having regard to 
the attendant circumstances Ali Asghar 
was bound to redeem the mortgage. The 
Subordinate Judge has found that he fail- 
ed to discharge this duty, and he has, there- 
fore, disallowed the greater portion of the 
daim made by Ali Asghar. He has decid- 
ed that the most that Ali Asghar could 



recover was a sum of Rs. 59-4-3. 

To deal first with the first appeal in which 
Ali Asghar is the appellant. The case 
whioh has been put forward on his behalf 
is that the Subordinate Judge has taken a 
wrong view of the legal relations which 
were created by the deed of sale of the 
9th of November 1895. It is argued that 
Mazhar Ali as the vendor of the property 
free from any encumbranoe was bound to 
secure a good title to his purchaser and 
that for that purpose it lay upon Mazhar 
Ah to take steps to redeem the mortgage 
in favour of Musammcd Husaini Jan. It 
is said that Mazhar Ali having failed to 
carry out his contract the plaintiff, hav- 
ing been damnified to a substantial extent 
by this failure, was entitled to recover the 
sum claimed by way of damages for 
breach of a contract. This brings ua , at 
once to the principal issue which has to 
be decided in these two cases. It i s not 
to be deniecl that in the absence of a contraot 
to the contrary the seller of immoveable pro- 
perty is bound, except in the case where the 
property is sold subject to encumbrances, 
to discharge encumbrances on the property 
exiting at the time of the sale [section 
(i) ( g ) of the Transfer of Property 
ActJ. Looking at the terms of the sale- 
deed in suit which is marked Exhibit 22 
it appears to me to be clear beyond 
all dispute that the conveyance was a con- 
veyance of property not subject to encum- 
brances. An attempt indeed was made 
to argue in the opposite sense but such 
an argument could not, in my opinion, in 
the face of the language of the deed' in 
question be seriously entertained. In 
dealing with this question of the duty to 
redeem two cases were cited before 
the lower Court. One of these is a 
decision of their Lordships of the Privy 
Council, which is reported as Muhammad 
Siddiq Khan v. Muhammad Nasir TJllah 
Khan (1). The other oase, a decision of 
the Allahabad High Court, is to be found 
as Badri Das v. Jiwan Lai (2). In the case 
decided by their Lordships of the Privy 
Council it was held that where money 
was left with a purchaser for the purpose 
of paying off the mortgage he was entitled 


(0 21 A. 223; 3C. \r.N. 201; 26 I. A. 4 
P. C. J. 472; 9 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 851. 

(2) 15 Ind. Cas. 854; 10 A. L. J. 480. 
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to retain it as a security that the property 
sold should be freed from the encum- 
brances upon it and that he should have 
a good title. Their Lordships laid down 
that the purchaser was entitled to retain 
such money until the vendor provided the 
rest of the money necessary for the pur- 
pose of redemption. This ruling of their 
Lordships was followed in the Allahabad 
ease which has been mentioned. There 
again it was held that it was the duty 
of the vendor to give a clear title to the 
purchaser, subject only to the payment by 
the purchaser of the sum left in his 
hands. The general law, therefore, relating 
to oases of this kind must be taken to 
be setl led by the two judgments I have 
just referred to, and indeed they do no- 
thing more than declare the law as laid 
down in the provisions of the Transfer of 
Property Act to which I have referred 
above. At the same time it is clear that 
these rights and obligations arising 
between the vendor and the purchaser 
of immoveable property may be varied 
by covenants contained in the contract- of sale, 
and wbat I have to consider here in particular 
is whether on the terms of the sale- 
deed of the 9th of November lb95 the 
duty of redeeming the pre existing mort- 
gage or at any rate of making an attempt 
to redeem it was not cast upon the pur- 
chaser Ali Asghar. The learned Subordi- 
nate Judge and the learned Additional 
Judge who dealt with the case in which 
Ma/.har Ali was the plaintiff accepted 
the law as laid down in the two 
judgments 1 have referred to above and 
applied it to the present case without mak- 
ing any attempt to distinguish the facts. 
The learned Subordinate Judge who tried the 
suit brought by Ali Asghor has made an 
attempt to distinguish the facts of the two 
reported cases from the facts of the case 
with which we are now dealing. 1 am 
not disposed to agree with all the reasons 
which are given in the latter judgment 
for the distinctions drawn between this 
oase and the two reported cases. Hut after 
a careful consideration I have come to the 
conclusion that the view taken by the 
Subordinate Judge in the suit brought by 
Ali Asghar is ft correct view and is bused 
upon wbat l consider to be fair and proper 
construction of l ho terms of the sale-deed, 


I do not suggest that any different principle 
can be applied in the decision of the 
present suit by reason of the fact that in 
the two reported cases just mentioned the 
suits were brought by the vendor and not 
by the purchaser. But one importan 
difference is to be noticed. Both in the 
case which came before them Lordships of 
the Privy Council and in the case which 
was decided in the Allahabad High Court, 
the purchaser had at a reasonably early 
date after the conclusion of the transac- 
tion of sale made an attempt to redeem 

the mortgages and had discovered that the 

money left for the purpose of redemption 
was in each case short of the requisite amount. 

In the present case, as I have already 
mentioned, Ali Asghar does not appear to 
have made any endenvnor to redeem the 
mortgage; on the contrary he seems to have 
waited from the year IS 15 until a suit 
was brought by the mortgagee in the 
year 1911 before he took any steps to 
dear the property of the encumbrance 
1 turn now to a consideration of certain 
provisions of the sale-deed. The vendor 
Ma/.har Ali stated in this deed that the 
principal amounts which were due by him 
to Husaini Jau in respect of the mortgage- 
deed and of the deeds of further charge 
amounted to Us. 6,652 2-6. It is dearly 
stated in the deed that interest was due 
on these sums; presumably some account 
was made up between the parties to this 
deed of sale, for it is only in this way 
that we can account for the fact t iat a 
specific sum of Us. 7,331 was left wi 

the purchaser for the purpose of obtaining 
redemption. No doubt the language of the 
document shows that it was contemplated 
by the parties that this amount might fall 
short of the sum actually due, and so we 
find a provision by which the _ vendor 
undertook the liability of discharging any 
sum in excess of this amount of Us. 7,.«l 
which was left with the purchaser for the 
purpose of discharging the mortgage, 
quote in original the words relating to 
this part of the contract.— Agar tar jama 
mundurja baiuama jo kabta musMan me 
watte adai zar rahen murtahna fc* chhoragay 
h.i kafi na ho our bogara: matkur kuch aur 
rupiya taid murtahna ko dena ya jama Kama 
pare to uski timmedari aur adai ammo mujn 
logo kr hoi." To this I may add the 
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clause which follows and which seems to 
me to be of some importance in deciding 
upon the proper construction of this contract. 
It is as follows: ‘ Kharcka ijtima zar rahen 
ka bar -jo jak-i-rahen men ba wajah murtahan 
ki bad muamlagi kepaie , hull zimme mushtari 
ke hoi . Mujh baya se kuch wasta nahin 

Now reading these clauses together it is 

• ■ -j was to be res- 

ponsible to make good to the purchaser 

any sum in excess of the Rs. 7,331 which 

he had to pay for the purpose of obtaining 

redemption. The liability, however, for this 
excess could only arise when it had been 

a0tua, l y ol asoertain ed that the sum of 
Rs. 7,331 was in fact too little for the pur- 
pose of discharging the encumbrances. 
How then was it contemplated that the 
amount of this liability should be ascertained? 
It seems to me that what was intended 
clearly was that at any rate the purchaser 
was in the first instance to make an attempt 
to redeem the mortgages. By doing so 
and by putting himself in contact with 
the mortgagee be could at once discover 
whether or not the sum of Rs. 7,331 was 
sufficient for the purpose. Until something 
of this kind was done it was quite 
impossible to cast any definite liability 
under the terms of this contract upon the 
vendor Mazhar Ali. That the intention 
was that the purchaser should make this 
attempt to redeem seems to me to be 
more clearly brought out by the last clause 
which 1 have quoted above, which provides 
that if the purchaser were put to any 
expense in connection with the deposit of 
the mortgage-money by reason of any bad 
faith or dishonesty on the part of the 
mortgagee he was to bear the burden of 
that cost himself. The vendor was not to be 
responsible for any costs so incurred. On 
the terms, therefore, of this document I am 
prepare to hold that the purchaser took 
upon himself the duty of redeeming or at any 
rate of attempting to redeem the encumb- 
rances and as he failed to do anything of the 
sort, I agree with the learned Judge of the 
lower Court that his suit cannot be decreed 
to the extent he claims. Instead of making 
auy al tempt to clear off the mortgage-debts 
he sat quiet for a period of about sixteen 
years and allowed the mortgage-debt to 
accumulate to a very large sum and now he 
is asking the representatives of hia vendor 


to re emburse him for a loss which was 
entirely due to his own failure to discharge 
his part of the contract. Without agreeing 
in all the reasons given by the learned 
Subordinate Judge for his decision I am 
satisfied that he was right in this respect, 
namely, that the purchaser Ali Asghar failed 
to carry out his part of the contract and 
that he is not entitled, therefore, to the sum 
he claims. I may here mention that Ali 
Asghar did not go into the witness-box to 
give any evidence relating either to this 
transaction of sale or to any of the events 
which followed afterwards. The representa- 
tives of the mortgage presumably were 
unable to give any information regarding 
these matters and their evidence, of course, 
was not taken. There is, however, a document 
upon the record which demands some passing 
consideration. It seems that in or about the 
year 1901 Mazhar Ali got impatient regard- 
ing the failure of his purchaser to attempt 
anything in the way of redeeming the mort- 
gage. It will be remembered that the 
purchaser had taken a conveyance of only 
a 12-annas share in the property and that 
one result of redemption would have been 
that a 4-annas share of the property would 
have returned to the possession of Mazhar 
Ali. He sent a notice to Ali Asghar calling 
attention to the fact that there had been a 
great delay in redeeming the mortgage and 
pointing out the heavy Icteses which were 
being incurred in this connection. 

Ali Asghar in reply to this notice sent a 
letter to Mazhar Ali (Exhibit 3) upon the 
file. In this letter Ali Asghar professes 
that at the time when the deed of sale was 
executed it was understood between the 
parties that the sum of Rs. 7,331 was 
considerably short of the amount which was 
required for the discharge of the mortgages 
He states in the letter that Mazhar Ali bad 
undertaken to raise the balance due on the 
mortgages by borrowing the necessary 
amount from a person named Farid-uz-zaman. 

In fact in this letter he goes as far as to say 
that be was aware that Mazhar Ali executed 
a mortgage in favour of this person Farid- 
U7. zamau in order to raise a sum of Rs. 56c 
the amount by which Rs. 7,531 fell short of 
the money payable to Musammat Husain i 
Jan. 1 have mentioned that Ali Asghar did 
not go into the witness-box to explain the 
statements contained in the letter, and I may 
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say at once that this belated account of what 
took place in the year 1895 appears to me to 
be quite untrue. From the calculations 
which have been made by the Courts below, 
it is quite clear that although the sum of 
Rs. 7,331 did actually fall short of the sum 
which was payable to Husaini Jan on the 
28th April 1896, it fell short only by a very 
small amount and certairdy not by any such 
sum as the Rs. 568 which is referred to in 
Exhibit 3. Of course this document 
Exhibit 3 cannot be treated as evidence in 
the case in favour of Ali Asghar who wrote 
it. Hut it is at any rate important to notice 
that Ali Asghar, having in the year 1901 set 
up a plea that there was some subsidiary 
contract between himself and Ma/.har Ali 
relating to the discharge of the mortgage- 
deed, had not the courage to enter the 
witness-box and to depose to what 
is stated in the document referred to. 1 
refuse to believe that there was any such 
understanding between Ma/.har Ali and Ali 
Asghar at the time of the execution of the 
deed of sale and having regard to the 
surrounding circumstances and principally 
to the facts, first, that the purchase-money 
was calculated on a very liberal scale and 
second, that Ma/.har Ali was presumably 
anxious to recover possession of a 4-annas 
share of his property, 1 am of opinion that 
the Subordinate Judge is right when he says 
that the real understanding between the 
parties was that Ali Asghar was to take 
immediate steps to redoem the mortgages. 
This being so, I agree with the finding of the 
Court below that Ali Asghar is in no 
way entitled to the enormous sum which 
he has claimed in this suit. 

The question then remains as to what sum 
he is entitled to recover. He certainly is 
entitled to the difference between Rs. 7,331 
and the amount which was actually payable on 
the 28th of April 1896 when the redemption 
of the mortgage became possible. I may 
mention here that Ali Asghar in the letter 
Exhibit 3 above referred to seems to have 
made a grievance regarding the delay in 
the registration of the sale-deed executed in 
November 1895. This deed it seems was 
not registered until the month of March 
1896. What the reason of the delay was 
is difficult to ascertain, but at any rate 
jt cannot be said that in any way it 


prevented Ali Asghar from offering the 
money to the mortgagee on the 28th of 
April 1896 either by tendering it to her 
or by making a deposit in Court. I have 
already mentioned that the learned Sub- 
ordinate Judge found that the difference 
between the sum actually due on the 
mortgage and deeds of previous charge 
on the date just mentioned came to 
Rs. 48-9-1 more than Rs. 7,331 left with Ali 
Asghar. J see no reason for supposing 
that this account is incorrect. It agrees 
substantially with a similar aocount which . 
was made by the other Subordinate Judge . 
in the suit which was brought by Mazhar 
Ali against Ali Asghar. I have now to 
notice another point in the case relating 
to an item of Rs. 309. In order to 
understand the dispute regarding this sum 
it is necessary to refer to the language 
of the deed of mortgage executed in 1891. 
It seems that when this mortgage was 
executed, the term of the old settlement 
was shortly about to expire and the 
parties had in contemplation the possibility 
of an enhancement of the Government 
revenue at the time of the new assess- 
ment. It was agreed between the 
mortgagor and the mortgagee that 
any enhancement in the Government demand 
was to be payable by the mortgagor. It 
was also provided that if at the time of. 
the new settlement the mortgagee who 
was in possession was put to any expenses 
in the matter of contesting liability to the 
new assessment, those costs were to be 
borno by the mortgagor also. So far 
as the question of liability for the 
enhancement of the Government demand 
is concerned, that is quite clear from 
the terms of the mortgage; the revenue 
was enhanced, the mortgagee had to pay 
a larger sum every year on acoount of 
revenue and cesses. This excess has been 
taken into account by the learned Sub- 
ordinate Judge in determining the amount 
which was due to the mortgagee on the 
28th of April 1S96, and I have nothing 
more to say with regard to this point. 
There remains the question of the mort- 
gagee’s right to claim from the mortgagor 
any expenses incurred by her in contesting 
the new assessment. It is said that this 
sum came to Rs. 309 and that, therefore, 



Yol. XL] 


INDIAN OASlfiB. 


MAZHAR ALI KHAN V. ALI A6GHAR, 


367 


in making out the account of what was 
due to Husaini Jan on the 28th of April 
1896 this sum of Rs. 309 ought to be 
added to the money due on account of 
principal, interest and excess revenue 
charges. The . learned Subordinate Judge 
who has tried the suit out of which this 
first appeal has arisen refused to allow 
this item of Rs. 309 to be taken into 
account, on the ground that there was no 
proof on the record that such expense had 
actually been incurred by Musammat 
Hus ami Jan. The other Court which 
tried the suit in which Mazhar Ali was 
the plaintiff seems to have given the 
mortgagee credit for this amount, and the 
question is which of the two Courts was 
right. The only evidence to which I 
have been referred in this connection is as 
follows. I have already mentioned that 
in the year 1901 ilazhar Ali wrote to 
his purchaser Ali Asghar demanding that 
e should make an attempt to redeem the 
mortgages held by Husaini Jan, and in 
that letter it seems that he mentioned 
that Musammat Husaini Jan was entitled to 
a sum of Rs. 419-15-0 on account of expenses 
of litigation incurred by her at the time 

of the new settlement. The other piece of 
evidence is to be found in the plaint which 
was hied by Musammat Husaini Jan when 
she brought her suit for her mortgage- 
money in the year 1911. In that plaint 
she mentioned this figure of Rs. 309 as 
being the sum which she was entitled to 
recover from the mortgagor on account of 
the settlement expenses. Mazhar Ali was 
the defendant in that case and he denied 
in his written statement that this sum 
was owing to Musammat Husaini Jan. 
-these are the two pieces of evidence 
w ich we have to consider in ditoussing 
the question as to whether this sum of 

“, 8, 18 to be taken into account, 

lere is, of course, the admission made by 

azhar Ali in the letter which he wrote to 

e plaintiff Ali Asghar. That admission 
may be taken for what it is worth, 
but it is not in any way conclusive; 
nor can it be said that Mazhar Ali or 
his representatives-in-interest are bound by 
so as to raise an estoppel. The question 
is, what value attaches to this admission 
made in the year 1901. The learned 
Counsel who appears for respondents has 


suggested that the admission as evidence 
is really of no value at all, inasmuch as 
there is nothing to show that Mazhar Ali 
had or could have any personal knowledge 
Of the extent to which his mortgagee 
Musammat Husaini Jan was out of pocket 
at the time of the new settlement. He 
also argues that in all probability this 
item was mentioned in Mazhar All’s letter 
by way of bluff and in order to impress 
Al. Asghar with a sense of the loss 
which was being incurred by reason of 
the delay in redeeming the mortgage. 
On the other hand it is pointed out that 
when Musammat Husaini Jan filed a plaint 
Hi th e year 1911 and claimed Rs. 309 for 
settlement expenses, this portion of her 
claim was denied by Mazhar Ali. The 
matter was never put to proof inasmuch 
as the suit was compromised, and con- 
sequently there is no evidence on the 

wbS H eatabl T ish that this was th8 8 <>m 
which Husaini Jan was actually bound to 

part. After a careful consideration of 

the arguments in this connection I have 

come to the opinion that the Subordinate 

Judge came to a right conclusion and that 

he properly refused to allow this sum of 

Rs. 309 to be added to the amount whioh 

he found to be due to the mortgagee mi 

* * ,? 8 “ 18*. The ST “ 

all this is, therefore, that, in my opinion, 

the judgment of the Subordinate Judge is 

substantially correct and is not liable to be 
interfered with and consequently I dismiss 

this hirst Civil Appeal No. 38 of 1915 with 

costs to the respondents. 

This leaves me with the other case to 
dispose of, namely, Second Civil Anneal N n 

_ i r i i * 1 * , _ ^ ^ with the 

nature of this claim and referred to the faaf 

that it was dismissed by both the lower 
Courts on the ground that the duty of redeem; 
ing the mortgages lay upon Mazhar Ali the 
vendor and not upon the purchaser A If 
Asghar. The Subordinate Judge as I havo 
•said, held tbut if th e duty of redemption lay 
n P , 0, ;, A ' A « tar then Mazhar Ali was clearlj 

entitled to the sum which he was claiming 

in this suit. As I have now found for the 
reasons above stated that Ali Asghar was in 

floS a " d , n0 ‘ Mazhar Ali - the result i s that 
1 hold that Mazhar All was entitled to 

have a decree in h.s favour. * Accordingly I 

allow Second Civil Appeal No. 252 of 1914 


[1917 



INDIAN OASEB. 


and setting aside the decree of the Court 
below I direct that the plaintiff’s claim be 
decreed in full with costs in all three Courts 

Appeal allowed. 


II ON MOT HO NATH V. DISTRICT JUDGE, 24-PERUANA3. 

saleable under-tenures of the nature defined 
in clause (2) of section 8 of Regulation 
VUI of 1819 shall be conducted by the 
Collector of land revenue in whose jurisdic- 
tion, as defined by Act VI of 1853, the 

lands lie, and all acts preparatory to or 
connected with the sale of such under- 
tenures as aforesaid, which by Regulation 
VIII of 1S19 and Regulation I of 1820 
the Judge is required to perform, shall be 
performed by the said Collector. The 
question thus arises, whether the effect of 
section 3 is to make it obligatory upon 
the purchaser, when he seeks to proceed 
under the second clause of section 15 of 
the Regulation, to apply not to the 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Civil Rule No. 694 ok 1916. 

August 28, 1916. 

Present : — Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Ki ., 

and Mr. Justice Cuming. 
MONMOTHO NATH MITRA— Petitioner 

versus 

DISTRICT JUDGE, 24-PERGAN AS — 


ia'. i . ' i ImG 4 /-n f 1 >a P.nl lonfnr 


Opposite Party. 

Putni Kegulation {\ III of 1819m s- . (/ * -> 

whether affected by Act ] III B. C. of 1865, 

Clause 2 of section 15 of the Putni Regulation has 

not been affected by section 3 ot Act V1U 11. C. <>» 
1865. so that a purchaser of a putni tenure seeking 
to proceed under that clause must apply to the 
District Judge, and not to the Collector, [p. 369, col. i j 

Rule against an order of the District 

Judge, 24 Perganas, dated the 2 1st August 


1916. f .. 

Babu Nuretulra Chandra Bose, for the 
Petitioner. 

Babu Bum Charan Mitra, for the Opposite 


Party. 


JUDGMENT. — This Rule raises an import- 
ant question of first impression as to the 
true effect of section d of Act VIII of 
1865 B. C. upon the second clause of 
section 15 of Regulation VI ll of lbl9. 
The clause in question describes the 
procedure to he followed in cast* of 
opposition to the new purchaser of the 
putni , when he proceeds to take possession 
of the land covered by his purchase. 1 he 
clause lays down that if the late incumbent 
himself or the holders of tenures or assign- 
ments derived from the late incumbent 
and intermediate between him and the 
actual cultivators shall attempt to offer 
opposition or to interfere with the collections 
of the new purchaser from the land com- 
posing his purchase, the latter shall be 
at liberty to apply immediately to the 
Civil Court for the aid of the public 
officers in obtaining possession of his rights. 

Section 3 of Act VIII of 1865 B. C. 
provides that the sale for the recovery of 
arrears of rent of putni taluks and other 


The answer to the question in controversy 
depends upon the true meaning of the 
expression “ acts preparatory to or connected 

with the sale " in section 3 of Act MU of 
1865 B. C. Instances of acts preparatory 
to or connected with the sale were con- 
tained in sections 8 and 9 of the Regula- 
tion as originally framed. Section 8 required 
the zemindar , when he desired to sell ft 
putni for arrears of rent, to present a 
petition to the Civil Court of the District 
and a similar one to the Collector, Section 
9 contained a provision that the sale should 
be made by the Registrar of the Civil 
Court, or in his absence, by the person in 
charge of the office of Judge or of Magis- 
trate of the District. These wero clearly 
acts preparatory to or connected with the 
sale, and the effect of seotion 3 was to 
render these provisions nugatory and to 
transfer the functions to the Collector. 
Now, can it be reasonably maintained, m 
the case before us, that what the petitioner 
asks the District Judge to do is an act 
connected with the sale? We are of opinion 
that the question should be answered in 
the negative. The sale took place on the 
16th A1 ay 1910. Proceedings were taken 
to annul the sale and have terminated in 
favour of the purchaser. The sale has 
consequently become for all purposes bnal 

and conclusive. The purchaser now alleges 

that he is resisted in his attempt to take 
possession of the lands comprised in the 
tenure purchased by him. Cau R be said, 
when he seeks the assistauce of the District 
Judge under the second clause of section 
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15 of the Regulation, that the act to be 
performed is connected with the sale? 
Clearly not. It is an aot subsequent to 
the sale, an act which can he performed 
on] y on the basis of a valid aud concluded 
sale, no longer liable to be impeached. 
> A e must hold accordingly that clause 2 
of section 15 of the Regulation has not 
been affected by section 3 of Act VIII of 
1^65 B. C. The view we take is confirmed 
by two circumstances. In the first place 
Act VIII of 1865 B. C., as is explained 
in the preamble, was enacted because 
doubts have arisen in consequence of the 
repeal^ of section 16 of Regulation VII 
of l8o2 as to the authority by whom 
putni taluks and other saleable under- 
tenures of the nature defined in clause 
1 of section 8 of Regulation VOX of 
1819 are to be sold for arrears of rent 
due to the proprietor on account thereof.” 
There is no indication here that the Legis- 
lature intended that any alteration should 
be effected in the second clause of section 
15. In the second place, that the Legis- 
lature had no such intention is conclusively 
proved by the provisions of Act XVI of 1874. 
That Act was passed for the purpose of 
repealing certain obsolete enactments, be- 
cause, as explained in the preamble, “the 
enactments mentioned in the Schedule to 
the Act had ceased to be in force 

otherwise than by express and specific 
repeal. In the Schedule we find that 
certain expressions in sections 8 and 9 of the 
Pntm Regulation which had become obsolete 
by reason of the provisions of section 3 of 
ct \ III of 1865 B. C. are expressly 
repealed. But clause 2 of section 15 is 
left untouched. If the Legislature had 

thought in 1874 that the provisions of 
clause 2 of section 15 had been affected by 
section 3 of Act VIII of 1863 B. C , no 

doubt that section also would have been 
suitably altered. 
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tnat he may take necessary steps thereon 
in accordance with law. 

Rule made absolute. 


On these grounds we hold that the view 
taken by the District Judge is erroneous 
and that he has failed to exercise the 
jurisdiction still vested in him by law, 
that is, under clause 2 of section 15 of 
the Putni Regulation. The Rule is made 
absolute and the order of the District 
Judge is set aside; the petition will be 
transmitted to the District Judge in order 

24 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Eirst Civil Appeal No. 101 of 1916. 

January IS, 1917. 

Present:-— Mr. Stuart, A. J. C., and 
Pandit Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C. 
Chaudhuri SADHO CHARAN 

PRASAD — Plai ntikf 

Appellant 

V6YS US 

LiU RAM RATAN and others— Defendants 

— Respondents. 

Hmdu L'uo-Father, transfer by -Mortgage for legal 

cZZ $7 onc ''°"*-Uort,jagee, position of- 

Cou> t t duty of— Decree on mortgage obtained against 
Jatber alone — Sons, position of. J 

Where a Hindu father makes a mortgage for I emd 
necessity at an onerous rate of interest the souk 

tho'mte b ? u,ld h >' the mortgage, arc not’ bound bv 
he lute ot interest, unless the mortgagee establishes 

that such rate of interest wits justified* bv he 

necessity of the family. If the mortgagee fails to 
ino\e this fact, the Courts not only have a dis- 

eretiou but are under an obligation to vary the ratV 

interest to a reasonable limit. (_p, 370 col 2 
Where a decree is obtained by the’ mo'rt-a-ee 
against the mortgagor alone on the basis of a mort- 
gage executed by a Hindu father and carrying- 
interest at an onerous rate, Ids sons, who were no 
part.es to the said decree, can, in a subsequent suit 

aS r"rf f. ™ ort S a See decree-holder, be -granted 
rel.ef to the effect that if they pay to the mortgagee 
the principal mortgage-money together with interest 
thereon at a reasonable rate and casts of his suit bv 
a certain date, the mortgage! decree shall not be 
executed against the mortgaged property. [p. .371 

Appeal from the decree of the Subor- 
dinate Judge, Gonda, dated the 6th June 
1916. 

Babu Adilya Prasad and Pandit lagrrwhan 
Math Chaky for the Appellant 

Babu Basden Lai, for the Respondents 

JUDGMENT. - Chaudhri Audesh Rai exe- 
cuted on 19th June 190S a deed of simple 
mortgage or Rs. 2 500 in favour of Ram ' 
Ratan La] and Mahabir Prasad by which 
he hypothecated a two-annas share in Maddo 
a two annas share in Deoria, and a four 
annas share in Manjhari. The deed carried 
-4 per cent compound interest with quarter- 
iy rests, I he amount of consideration was 
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made up of two items, one for Rs. 2,448-6 0 
due to the mortgagees on account of a balance 
of the amount due to them from the mort- 
gagor on the basis of a promissory note and 
the other for Rs. 51-10-0 paid in cash. 
The mortgagees instituted a suit on the basis 
of the deed against the mortgagor alone and 
obtained a decree on 26th February 1914 
for Rs. 2,500 principal, Rs. 5,826-6-3 in- 
terest, costs and future interest. To these 
proceedings the present plaintiff-appellant 
was no party. In execution of the decree 
they have brought the mortgaged property 
to sale but it has not yet been sold. Sadho 
Charan Prasad son of the mortgagor in- 
stituted on 19th January 1916 a suit for 
a declaration that the decree in question was 
of no effect against him as a son of Chaudhri 
Audesh Rai and a member of a joint Hindu 
family governed by the Mitakshara Law as 
lie had been no party to the execution of 
the mortgage of 19th June 1908 and was 
a minor on the date when it was executed. 
He asked that the decree should be set 
aside or in the alternative that if the decree 
be not set aside he should be given an 
opportunity of saving the property attached 
from sale on the payment of a sum to be 
fixed by the Court. This suit was institut- 
ed in the Court of the Subordinate Judge 
of Gonda who dismissed it by a judgment 
dated the 6th June 1916. The present 
appeal is preferred against the dismissal. 

The learned Counsel for the appellant has 
withdrawn a great portion of the pleas stated 
in the grounds of appeal. He has admitted 
in argument that an amount of Rs 2,448-6-0 
was owing to the mortgagees on the balance 
due on the promissory note executed by his 
father and that bis father had borrowed 
Rs. 3,100 on the said promissory note. He 
further withdrew the plea that the loan of 
Rs. 3,100 was tainted with immorality. He 
did not contest the position that t lie amount 
of Rs. 2,448 6 0 was an antecedent debt due 
from his father and binding on himself, 
and he further admitted that the amount 
of Rs. 51-10-0 had been devoted to the costs 
of execution of the deed of mortgage of 19th 
June 1108 and that that amount was aho 
binding on him. He thus took the position 
that his client was legally bound in respect 
of the principal of Rs. 2,500 and confined his 
arguments to the one ground, that although 


a legal necessity had been made out for the 
execution of the deed on the principal 
amount, he was not bound to pay compound 
interest at 24 per cent, with quarterly rests 
but only such interest as the Court might 
consider to be reasonable. To this argument 
we must accede. The learned Subordinate 
Judge apparently overlooked the point though 
it was clearly before him upon the issues. 
Their Lordships of the Privy Council laid 
down in the case of Hurro Nath 1 ?ai Ghowdhri 
v. Randhir Singh (1) that when a Hindu 
widow was borrowing in a case of necessity 
it was for* the plaintiff in that case to see 
whether there was really and fairly a ground 
of necessity, and that it was further for the 
plaintiff to see whether there was a necessity 
to borrow at a certain rate. They say: If 
it were unreasonable to suppose that the 
widow could not borrow the money at a less 
amount than 18 per cent., he ought not. to 
have charged her that rate.” This finding 
applied to the case of a Hindu widow; but the 
principle ha9 equal application to the case of 
a head of a joint family. In June last year 
Sundar Lai, J., decided that Hindu sons who 
were bound by a transfer executed by their 
father were not bound by the onerous rate 
of interest to which their father agreed. This 
deoision will be found in Pculam Singh v. 
Ram Rup (2), and one of the members of 
this Bench decided in the following July in 
Sarabjit Singh v. Gur Rakhsh Smgh (3) that 
the burden of proof was on the persons in 
whose favour deeds of mortgage had been 
executed to establish that satisfaction of both 
the principal and the interest was justified 
by the legal necessity of the family and that 
Court not only had discretion but were under 
an obligation to vary the rate of interest if 
it were not established that the necessity of 
the family justified as high a rate. The 
learned Counsel for the respondents has not 
seriously endeavoured to meet the argument. 
We, therefore, accede to the appellant’s plea 
upon this point and it remains only to be 
seen what rate of interest should be award- 
ed. We are of opinion that, taking all the 
circumstances of the case into consideration, 
the value of the security, and the relation- 

(1) 18 C. 311 at pp. 315, 316; 18 I. A. 1; 15 1ml. 
Jur. 34; 5 Sar. P. C. J. 642; 9 Iud. Deo. (n. s.) 207. 

(2) 36 Iml. Cns. 217; 14 A. L. J. 772. 

(3) 36 Iml. Cas. 916; 19 O. C. 159, 
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ship of the creditors and debtor, the right 
rate of interest should be simple interest at 
12 per cent We have then to see what 
relief should be awarded to the plaintiff- 
appellant. There is a decree outstanding 
against the family property. Although it 
would have been open to us, had he shown 
that such a decree could not be binding 
against his interest in the family property, 
to give him a declaration to that effect, we 
are precluded from modifying the decretal 
amount upon our finding. We cannot say 
that the decree shall be binding against the 
family property only to the extent of the 
amount that the appellant is liable to pay 
and that any balance of sale-proceeds over 
and above that amount shall go to the 
mortgagor. But we can give the plaintiff- 
appellant the alternative relief which he 
sought in his plaint. We can declare that 
it he pay a oertain amount by a certain 
date the decree to which he was not a 
party shall not be executed against the 
amdy property. We propose to give relief 
in this manner. We direct that if the ap- 
pellant pay Rs. 2,500 principal, Rs. 2,575 
simple interest at 12 per cent, from 19th 

June 1908 to date, and Rs. 719-10-0 costs 
ot the suit— total Rs. 5,793-10-0 with 

future interest at 12 per oent. on Rs. 2 500 

thiTh m°' day u” date of Payment,’ to 
the holders of the deoree, the deoree of 26th 

Pebruary 1914 shall not be executed by sale 

against the family property. As the appel- 

lant has partly failed and partly succeeded 

in these proceedings we direct that the 

parties pay their own costs throughout the 
whole proceedings. 

Appeal partly allowed. 
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Property Act (IV of 1882) 9 , 

takin g possession on fa, lie oj Mortgagor toflToT 
gage money-Liability of mortgagor P * ' 

When during the continuance of a mortgage bv 
conditional sale, the mortgagee takes possession of 
Hie mortgaged property with the consent of the 
mortgagor, on the failure of the latter to pav the 
mortgage-money on the due date, the nature of the 
“ ween the Parties is not altered and the 
\ dlt T al mortga * e is uofc transformed into a 

is that th a e ry nTrr tSaS a bUt What happens in essen « c 

that the parties adopt a certain mode of satis- 
faction of the mortgage. Consequently no question 
anses in such a case as to the effect of Section 92 of 
the Evidence Act. [p. 372, col. 1 .] 92 ° f 

-I he possession of the mortgagee thus toimn ■ 

not extinguish the title of the mortgagor till a decree 
absolute is made in a foreclosure suit pronerfv 
framed for the purpose, and the mortgagee who 
lemains in possession in this way is bound to appro 
pnate Ins receipts from the mortgaged property 

towards the reduction of the mortga^debt^nWew 

Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, Murshidabad, dated the i 4th May 

d t d T er o r* that ° fthe Munsff - Berhampur, 

dated the 9th August 1912. F 

lant abU nemendra Nath Sen > for the Appel- 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 2704 

OF 1913. 

D July 12, 1916. 

Present-. Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Cuming. 

AFSAR SHAIK and another — 
Plaintiffs — Appe llants 

versus 

SAURAVA SUNDARI DASI— 
Defendant — Respondent. 

Evidence Act (/ of 1872), s. 92, applicability o f- 
2*' tga ? e h \ conditional sale— Mortgagee taking 
possession of mortgaged property— Transfer of 


JUDGMENT.— This is an appeal by 
two of the defendants in a foreclosure suit. 
On the 2nd December 1908, the first defend- 
ant executed in favour of the plaintiff 
an instrument which was a mortgage by 
conditional sale within the meaning of 
clause (c) of section 58 of the Transfer 

° f in °? 6rty ' A ' 0t ' ’ rhe mort gagor ostensibly 
sold the mortgaged property on condition 

that on default of payment of the mortgage- 

money on the 14th May 1909, the sale 

would become absolute. The principal amount 

was Rs. 41 and carried interest at the rate 
of 37 r per cent, per annum. The document 
further recited that the mortgagor retained 
possession of the property. The case for 
the plaintiff is that the mortgage-money 
was not re-paid on the due date, with the 
result that from the 15th May 1909, she 
entered into possession of the mortgaged 
property with the consent of the mortgagor, 
she continued in peaceful occupation till 
a ,Y as dispossessed by force on the 1st 

A S"i i 912, by the third defendant 

who had meanwhile succeeded to the interest 

?Q 1 OL m ° rtgag ° r - 0n the 12th April 
J.yi2, she instituted the present suit for 

foreclosure She claimed to recover 

Rs. 41 as principal and Rs. 51-4-0 as interest 
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therein from the date of the mortgage 
to the date of the institution of the suit, 
and prayed that the usual foreclosure decree 
might be made as provided in Order XXAlV 
of the Civil Procedure Code. The defend- 
ants pleaded that the claim was entirely 
unfounded as the mortgage-debt had been 
fully satisfied by means of the protits 
received by the mortgagee during the period 
of her occupation of the mortgaged premises. 
The Court of first instance made a preliminary 
decree in the terms prescribed by the Code 
and directed the usual accounts to be taken. 
When accounts were taken, it transpired 
that the mortgage-debt, principal and interest, 
had been satisfied in full by the prolits 
received by the plaintiff during her 
possession of the mortgaged properties. The 
result was that the Trial Court ultimately 
dismissed the suit. Upon appeal that decree 
has been reversed by the District Judge, 
on t lie ground that section 92 of the 
Indian Evidence Act precluded proof that 
the terms of the oiiginal mortgage were 
modified so as to change it into a usufruc- 
tuary mortgage. The defendants have appeal- 
ed to this Court and have argued that 
this conclusion is based upon a complete 
misapprehension of the relative rights of 
the mortgagor and mortgagee. In our opinion 
this contention is well-founded. 

The plaintilf alleges in her plaint that she 
took possession of the mortgaged properly, 
with the consent of the mortgagor, when 
the latter failed to pay the mortgage 
money on tho due date. It is a mistake 
to suppose that this altered the nature of 
the contract beween the parties and trans- 
formed the conditional mortgage into a 
usufructuary mortgage; what happened in 
essence was that the parties adopted a 
mode of satisfaction of the mortgage 
iKawla Sakai v. Bunn Namlnn Mian (1); 
Lola Jfimmat Sakai Sinyk v. I,lt it'kelL n 
consequently no question arises as 
to the effect of section 92 of tho 
Indian Evidence Act. The real point 

in controversy is, whether the sums received 
by the mortgagee during her possession of 
the mortgaged premises must bo applied 
by her in reduction of the mortgage-debt. 
The answer must be in the affirmation in 

(1) 2 hid. < l?,. 13, 11 0. 1,. .1. ; p 

f2) 11 0. 6 I ml Pec. U%.s.) liXo. 


view of the provisions of section 76 of 
the Transfer of Property Act. Clause 
(/<) of that section provides that where, 
during the continuance of the mortgage, 
the mortgagee takes possession of the 
mortgaged property, his receipts from 
the mortgaged property shall, after deduct- 
ing the expenses mentioned in clauses 
( c ) and (<0 [that is, revenue, public charges, 
rent, and cost of repairsj, and interest 
thereon, be debited against him in reduction 
of the amount, if any, from time to time 
due to him on account of interest on the 
inoi tgage- money, and so far as such receipts 
exceed any interest due, in reduction or 
discharge of the mortgage money. It is 
perfectly plain that the plaintiff took posses- 
sion during the continuance of the mortgage, 
for the default of tho mortgagor to pay the 
mortgage- money on the due date, did not ex- 
tinguish the equity of redemption and trans- 
form the title of the mortgagee into full 
ownership. The plaintiff cannot but be deemed 
to have taken possession as mortgagee without 
any reasonable ground for belief that he was 
entitled to hold in a different capacity 
[ Parkin non v. llanlniry (3); Haskell v. Hosting 
(1) |. The case does not fall within the 
class of decisions, where the mortgagee 
has been led into an honest belief that 
upon non-payment by the mortgagor of the 
money at the time lixed, he became the 
absolute owner of the property: i Smyth 
V. Simpson (5); Anandrac v. Ravji (6); 
Bamsket Bachashet v. Paudkarinath (7)j. 
There was a valid mortgage in existenoo and 
in full operation when the mortgagee took 
possession; this, indeed, has been the common 
case of both the parties. The title of the 
mortgagors could not be extinguished till 
a decree absolute had been made in a 
foreclosure suit properly framed for the 
purpose. On the other hand, as the mort- 
gagee, in the present litigation, claims 
interest for the full period between the 
execution of the mortgage and the institu- 
tion of the suit, such claim can be 
sustained only on the theory that she has 


(a) (1867) 2 11. Ii. 1; 30 L. J. Ch. 292; 16 L. T. 
243; 15 W. U.042. 

(4) (1890 1 lb 669 at p. 691 on appeal (189<; 
.\ (\ 675; 00 b. ,1. Q. lb 848; 77 L. T. 314. 

' ( 5 ) (185U) 7 Moore 1\ (J. 205; 13 E. K. 859. 

Kl) 2 B. II. C. It. 211. 

(7) 8 H. Tf . lb A. C. J. 230. 
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throughout this period retained the character 
of mortgagee. She is consequently bound 
to appropriate the profits, as mortgagee in 
possession in reduction of the mortgage- 
debt, . on the principle recognised by the 
Judicial Committee in Sri Raja Papamma Rao 
v. Sn Vira Pratapa (6) and by this Court in 
Ramawatar v. Tulsi Prasad Singh (9); [Robert, 
son y. Norris (10). 1 The true position is that 
the rents and profits are, in the view of a 
Court of Kquity, incidents de jure to the 
ownership of the equity of redemption, 
and the mortgagee in possession is bound 
to apply whatever profits he actually 
receives towards the satisfaction of the 
mortgage debt. 

Tf the contrary view were adopted, the 
result would be that the mortgagee would 
he allowed interest in addition to the 
profits retained by her, a position which 
cannot he justified on any conceivable 
ground of justice, equity and good con- 
science. We are clearly of opinion that 
the decree made by the Trial Court could 
not he successfully impeached; nothing was 
dne to the plaintiff at the date of the 
institution of the suit, for the report of tho 

Commissioner who took the accounts has ever 
been challenged. 

The result is that this appeal is allowed 

and the decree of the Court of first instance 
restored. The suit will thus stand dismissed 
with costs in all the Courts 

Appeal allowed; Suit dismissed. 


(8) 19 M. 249; 23 I. A. 32; 6 M. L. J. 51; 7 gar P 
C. J. 10; 6 lT,d. Dec. (n. s.) 879. 

(W 11 Ilul * Cas * 7l3 i 14 c * b. J. 507; 16 C. W. N. 

Io7. 

^(10) ( 185S ) 1 Oiff. 421; 65 E. R. 983; 114 R. R, 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
First Appeal from Order No. 141 

of 1916. 


May 15, 1917. 

Present: — Justice Sir P. C. Banerji, KT.,and 

Mr. Justice Ryves. 

JAGRUP SAHU and others — Appellants 

versus 


RAMANAND SAHU and others 

Respondents. 

Provincial Insolvency Act (III of 190?\ «. is (3) 



y-' W I « 


, t'vw vj— zaue, oenami, by insolvent 


* 4' O' (i'.l . 


possess io n of— J u risd iction 

* section 18 (3) of the Provincial Insolvent 

nertvof C H lU ’- 1S . coni Pctent to order that the pro‘- 
11 : insolvent should be placed in rhe nos. 

session of the Keeeiver and to enquire whether tin- 
property ,s in reality i„ the possessing of the 
insolvent and whether the Receiver is entitled to 
obtain possession of it. Where a sale of the insol- 
vent s property is a mere lenami transaction, it is nor 
necessary for the insolvent or the Receiver who 
steps into Ins shoes to have the sale set aside and 
cancelled in order to maintain his possession over 
the property, [p. 374, col. 1.1 ' 


Appeal from the order of the District 
Judge, Gorakhpur, dated the 3rd July 1916. 

Dr. S. N. Sen and Mr. Harihans Sahni 
for the Appellants. 

Mr. Jan,] Jlahnthtr I, a), for the Respond- 
ents. 


J U DG Mill NT. — This appeal ai idea out of 
an insolvency matter. In November 1913 
Ramanand and Nanrangi Lai, two brothers, 
applied to be adjudicated insolvents. The 
order of adjudication was not made until the 
-oth of August 1914 when a Receiver was 
appointed. Tho Recoiver applied to the Court 
for possession of the property of the insol- 

vents. Apparently he had been resisted by 
the present appellants who claimed to he 
the purchasers of the insolvent’s property 
under the three sale deeds, dated respectively 
the 1st of July lyl I, the 13th of July 1911 
•and the 31st of August 1911. The learned 
Judge went into the matter, examined the 
evidence adduced on both sides, and come to 
the conclusion that the sale-deeds were mere 
fictitious and nominal documents executed 
by the insolvents in favour of their relatives 
not as real transactions but merely as a 
blind to prevent the property being availed 
of by their creditors, that the insolvents 
themselves were in possession and that the 
so-called purchasers had never got possession. 
The learned Judge accordingly ordered that 
the Receiver should take possession of the 
property and deal with it as required by law. 
This appeal has been presented by three of 
the alleged purchasers. The first contention 
is that the Court below had no jurisdiction 
to deal with this matter in insolvency pro- 
ceedmgs. Section 36 of the Provincial In- 
solvency Aot has clearly no application to 
the present case inasmuch as the alleged 
transfers purported to have been made 
beyond two years prior to the date of ad- 
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judication in insolvency. Section 18 of the 
Act, however, provides in clause (c) that 
where the Court appoints a Receiver it may 
remove the person in whose possession or 
custody the property of the insolvent is, from 
the possession or custody thereof. If the 
property in question is in the possession of 
the insolvent, the Court undoubtedly has 
the power under this clause to remove the 
insolvent from the custody of the property 
and to put it in the custody of the Receiver. 
There is, however, a proviso to the clause 
to ;the effect that the provisions of the clause 
will not authorise the Court to remove from 
the possession or custody of the property 
any person whom the insolvent had not the 
present right to remove. If, as has been 
found in this oase, the alleged sales were in 
reality no sales and the sale-deeds were 
mere waste paper, the insolvents could re- 
move the purchasers, if they sought to take 
possession from the possession of the pro- 
perty. Therefore, acting under section lb, 
clause (3), the Court was fully competent 
to order that the property should be placed 
in the possession of the Receiver and to 
enquire whether the property was in reality 
in the possession of the insolvent and whether 
the Receiver was entitled to obtain posses- 
sion of it. It is said that the insolvents 
were bound to bring a suit to set aside the 
sale within three years from the date 
thereof. We do not think that this is so. 
If there was no sale and if the transaction 
was a mere benami transaction, it was not 
necessary for the insolvents, and the Receiver, 
who had stepped into their shoes, to have 
the sales set aside and cancelled in order 
to rr aintain their possession over the pro- 
perty. The ruling of their Lordships of the 
Privy Council in Petherpermal Ghetty v. 
Muniandy Servai (l) appears to be in point. 
The learned Judge of the Court below was, 
therefore, justified in holding that Article 91, 
Schedule I of the Limitation Act, had no 
application to the present case. In our 
judgment the plea that the Court below 
had no jurisdiction to enquire into this 
matter is without force. On the merits of the 
case we see no reason to come to a different 

conclusion from that at which the Court 
(1) 35 C. 551; 10 Horn. L. It. MIC; 12 C. W. N. r02 ; 
6 a L J.290;7 C. L. J. 5*28; 14 Bur. L. It. 10S s IS M. 
L. .T. 277; 35 I. A. 98; 4 M. L. T. 12; 4 1,. B it. 200 

(P. C.\ 
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below arrived. The circumstances referred 
to in the judgment of that Court show 
that the sales were in reality mere sham 
transactions. As regards the deed of re- 
linquishment of sir lands no argument was 
addressed to us in this appeal. Further- 

more the oase of the deed of relinquishment 

would come within the operation of section 

36 of the Act. We dismiss the appeal with 

costs including fees on the higher scale. • 

Appeal dismissed . 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 1439 of 1914. 

January 30, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Scott-Sraith and 
Mr. Justice Shadi Lai. 

MUHAMMAD HAMID ULLAH KHAN— 

Defendant — Appellan r 

versus 

MUHAMMAD MAJID ULLAH KHAN— 

Pi, aintiff— Respondent. 

Limitation Act (IX of 1008), Sch. I, Art. BMpdf.. 

cability of— Suit by one brother against another f 
ptutL of cash left b,j their 

monies, reasonable expenditure on-Tcst-Muhamma- 
■lan Laio-'.Vtxkf-Vcdieation, actual, necessity ol- Gift, 
essentials of— Possession of property m occujxifion / 

tenant, mode of del i very of. . __ n i- 

Article 62 of the Limitation Act docs not aPRV t 
a claim for a share of the cash forming part of the 
estate to he divided between co-hems. [p. . 7o, coh^J 

Mahomed Ali v. Uamn Dono t 21 
A. 155; 17 Ind. Jur. 484; G Sar P. C. J- 374; Rafiqi 
and Jack-son's P. C. No. 133; 10 Ind. Dec. (n. «•) <37, 

f ° Funeral ceremonies of a Muhammadan should l be 
performed in a manner suitable to he deceased . 
position in life and means, [p. 377, col. 2. J 

In determining what is a reasonable amount in i a 
particular ease, the Court must take in ° c - 
t ion the social practices of the class to 
deceased belonged, [p. 377, col. 2. 1 

Under the Muhammadan Law no formah y 
required to bo gone through for the P^P 0S ® 
creating a valid iroty, it is enough if the donor 
declares that he constitutes a property ivalj or l a. 
constituted it , vakf. There must, however, bo no- 
only n mere intention to dedicate property but. a 

actual dedication, [p. 378, col. LJ m nlmimna- 

The three essentials of gift under tho Muhamm 
dun Law are: offer by the donor, acceptance by or 

behalf of the donee, and seisin. LP- tho 

As roRi.rds the delivery of possessum 

law coutemphites is that the possession requ ™ Mo 
he Riven must he such us tho nature of tho property 
permits. If the donor lms done all that he 
to perfect the contemplated Rift, which is 
with complete publicity, tho mere fact that .the <Umoo 
was not present or that possession "«s ohtn.nuU ) 
him sometime uftor does not invalidate tho tn D 

[p. 879, col. I.] 
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The possession of the property in the occupation of 
a tenant can be delivered by allowing the donee to 
collect rents and profits or by requesting the tenant 
to attorn to the donee, [p. 380, col. 1 .] 

Mullick Abdool Guffoor v. Muleka , 10 C. 1112; 5 Ind. 
Dec. (v. s.) 743, followed. 

Where a deed of gift in respect of a vacant plot 
of land contained a recital as to delivery of posses- 
sion and was subsequently registered: 

Held, that under the circumstances, the donor 
could not be expected to do anything more to perfect 
the title and that the gift was, therefore, valid and 
binding, [p. 380, col. 1.] 

First appeal from the decree of the 

District Judge, Delhi, dated the 14th April 

1914, decreeing the claim in part as regards 
costs only. 

Ihe Hon’ble Mr. Muhammad Shaft, K. B., 

and Mr. Roshan Lai , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Rai Sahib Lala Moti Sagar , for the Re- 
spondent. 

JUDGMENT. — This appeal and the cross- 
appeal No. 1510 of 1914 arise out of 
an action brought by the plaintiff Majid 

Ullah Khan against his elder brother Hamid 

Uullah Khan for the partition of moveable 
and immoveable property and cash left by 
their father Maulvi Sami Ullah Khan who 
died on the 7th April 1908. It is beyond 
dispute that the two sons are the heirs 
ah intestato to their father’s estate, and that 
each of them is entitled to a moiety 
thereof. The suit was resisted by the 
defendant mainly on the ground that certain 
properties, claimed by the plaintiff did not 
form part of the estate, and were not 
consequently liable to partition. The Dis- 
trict Judge has accepted this defence with 
respect to some properties, and, rejecting 
it in regard to others, has granted the 
plaintiff a preliminary decree directing 
the partition of the moveable and immove- 
able properties, which, in his opinion, 
constituted the estate of the deceased. 
Against this decree both the parties have 
preferred appeals to this Court, and these 

appeals may conveniently be disposed of by 
one judgment. 

Before discussing the respective conten- 
tions of the parties in regard to each item 
: the properties in controversy we may 

- state at once that several points, namely, 
j misjoinder of causes of action, want of 
L Jurisdiction, etc., etc., whioh were mentioned 
* in the defendant’s memorandum of appeal 


have not been argued before us; and we 
may, therefore, take it that the defendant 

does not a.spute the finding of the lower 

i^ourt on these points. 

The question of limitation was raised 
with respect to moveable properties and 
oash, and it was originally contended that 
the suit, whioh was instituted on the 11th 

the n “deatb 191 ?’ thr60 y6ara after 

the death of the anoestor, was barred 

either under Article 49 or Artiole 62 of 

Ac 6 t M M u edule t0 the Limitation 
Act. Mr. Muhammad Shafi for the defend- 

ant subsequently admitted the plaintiff’s 
right to a share in all the moveable pro- 
perties specified in the decree and confined 
the plea of limitation to the claim to one- 
half share of the money received by the 
defendant from the Delhi and London 
ank Limited, after his father’s death. 

1 he learned Counsel mentioned Article 62 
\ °“® Prescribing the period appli. 
cable to that portion of the claim, but 
did not cite any authority in support of 
his contention. Now, it appears that with 
the exception of some cash, which was 
privately divided between the parties the 

22" ° { is Lie subject! 

matter of the suit, and we do not think 

that Article bj is applicable to a claim 

of Sha , re . ° f , th ® cash which forms part 
of the estate to be divided between the 
oo heirs. In Mahomed Riamt Alt v 
Hasin Banu (I) a Muhammadan widow sued 
her deceased husband’s brother for a declara- 
tion of her right to possess for life the 
estate of her husband in accordance with 
the local custom, and in the alternative for a 
share of the estate according to Muhammadan 
Law, and also for possession of her share, and 
-the question arose whether the claim qua the 

moveables and cash left by the deceased wa 
g.verned by Article 49 or Article 123. The 
Courts in India had differed on that 
point, and their Lordships of the P r ; vy 
Council in applying Article 120 to this 

observations f 6 C ‘ alm BUde the fo »°wu.« 

by the First Court to be barred by limb 

P C 2 J Vf'faV' A - 15 ?; 17 Iud - Jur ' 0 Sar 
10 lVh£ySS£? (P“ C.[ a0kSOn ’ S R *>’ 4 
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.tation. Their Lordships do not agree with 
either the Judicial Commissioner or the 
District Judge as to the Article in the 
Schedule to the Limitation Act which is 
applicable. This is not a suit for a dis- 
tributive share of property (Article 123), 
nor a suit for specific moveable property 
wrongfully taken (Article 1-9). This latter 
Article does not appear to be applicable to 
a suit to establish a right to inherit the 
property of a deceased person. Article 120 
provides a period of limitation of six years 
for a suit for which no period of limi- 
tation is provided elsewhere in the Schedule. 
Their Lordships think this Article should 
be applied, unless it is dear that the suit 
is within some other Article, which in their 
opinion it is not, and consequently the suit 
ns regards the moveable property is not 
barred. v 

ft will be observed that money formed 
part of the estate in that, case, and though 
Article 62 is not specifically referred to 
hy their Lordships of the Privy Council, 
it is a legitimate inference from their 
judgment that if the aforesaid provision 
had been applicable, there would have been 
no room for the applicability of the resi- 
duary provision contained in Article 120. 
In the view, which we take, we are 
fortified by the decisions in Kmardaraz AH 
Khan \ . U'ilayat AH Khan (2), Khadorsa llajee 
Bappu v. Puthen Veettil Ayissn Pmmah (3) and 
Joti Parshad v. Sant Lai (4). We according- 
ly concur with the District .fudge in hold- 
ing that the suit is not barred hy limi- 
tation. 

Of the different items rf properties 
referred to in the memorandum of appeal 
preferred by the defendant, the learned 
Counsel has withdrawn all objections to the 
findings of the District Judge relating to 
the house at Aligaih, the furniture, horse and 
phaeton there, arid four pieces of jewellery 
namely, gold watch, gold chain, gold bn' tons 
and silver watch; and wo need not, there- 
fore, deal with them. The dispute in the 
defendant’s appeal is, therefore, narrowed 
down to the. following four properties: 


(2) 

10 A. 160 

; A W. 

X. (1-S07) 3*1: 

0 1 ml. IV, •, 

N. -v ) 

111. 





6 1 ml. Cas. 

50; ;u M. 

Oil; 20 M. 

L. J. 2 1*8; 8 

,\i i.. 

T. 4; (10IC1 

1 M. W. X 

117. 


i O 

21 1ml. Cm 

; 010, :u 

I 1 . It. 1011; 

13 r. L. R. 

I'M: 2 

•l i\ W. K. 

1014 




(а) Rs. 5,447 realised by the defendant 
from the Delhi and London Bank, Limited, 

(б) Rs. 2,000 out of Rs. 3,000 left by the 
deceased with his servant Abdul A/.iz-, 

(c) Six shops in Oali Batasha at Delhi, 

(t7) The residentiary house at Delhi now 
called “ Hamid Manzil.” 

As regards the appeal preferred by the 
plaintiff, the dispute has been confined by Mr. 
Moti Sagar to three item3 of properties, 
namely, 

(e) Certain shops in the Chandni Chauk 
at Delhi, 

(/) A vacant plot of land in Darya Ganj at 
Delhi, 

({/) The Government promissory notes of 

Rs. 30,000. 

Taking these items seriatim, we think 
that the defendant has not substantiated 

bis exclusive right to Rs. 5,447. It is 
admitted that be realised the money on 13th 
July 1908, about three months after the 
death of bis father, from the Delhi and 
London Bank, Limited, and the question for 
determination is whether the money belonged 
to the defendant from the very beginning 
and, if not, whether it was gifted to him 
by the father. After bearing the learned 
Counsel on both sides we have no hesitation 
in holding that there is not a scintilla of 
evidence upon tho record to support the con- 
tention that the money deposited hy the 
father really belonged to Hamid Ullah Khan. 
Indeed the latter, when examined as a 
witness, expressed his inability to say to 
whom the money belonged, and we may take 
it that if it had been bis property, he would 
have unhesitatingly supported his claim by 
making a clear and affirmative statement to 
that effect, and adduced evidence to show 
when he bad paid the money to the father. 
It appears that on the 22nd June 
Sami Ullah Khan deposited the money with 
the Bank, and got a fixed deposit receipt 
payable to him, or to his son Hamid Ullah 
Khan, or to the survivor. The books of the 
Bank show that in pursuance of a direction 
conveyed by Sami Ullah Khan the money 
was made payable only to him during 
his lifetime, and it appears from the 
statement of Hargopal, a clerk employed 
by the Bank, that thi? entry was made 
in pursuance of a letter written by the 
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deceased on 26th August 1907 to the 
Manager of the Bank. This letter (printed 
record, page 120) which purports to be in 
the hand writirg of Sami Ullah Khan, states 
in the clearest possible terms that during his 
lifetime l 'no one was entitled to any part of 
the money.” The admissibility of this docu- 
ment has been objected to by the defendant 
on the ground that the plaintiff did not 
prove the alleged signature of the writer, but 
this objection is clearly a belated one and 
cannot be allowed. The letter was not only 
received in evidence by the Trial Judge, but 
also relied upon in support of his finding, and 
it is significant that no objection to its 
admissibility was taken either in the Court 
of First Instance or in the memorandum of 
appeal to this Court. But apart from the 
document it is clear from the entry in the 
Bank’s books that the deposit was payable 
only to the father during his lifetime. 

Now the various gifts made by the father 
to the defendant leave no doubt whatever 
that the former was very kind to the latter, 
and we consider it most unlikely that, if the 
money had really belonged to his son, he 
would have deposited it in the joint names 
and claimed entire control over its disposal 
during his lifetime. But all doubt on this 
point is dispelled by the fact that there was 
a similar deposit made by him in the joint 
names of himself and the plaintiff, and it is 
admitted that the money due on that 
deposit subsequently became a part of Sami 
Ullah Khan’s estate. It may be that the 
father, to avoid the payment of succession 
duty leviable on the Succession Certi6cate or 
Betters of Administration, asked the Bank to 
mention in the deposit receipt the name of 
the defendant along with his own, but that 
fact alone does not establish that he made a 
gift of the money. Indeed the defendant 
himself does not in his statement rely upon 
the alleged gift, and his Counsel admitted 
before the District Judge that there was no 
gift, vide , page 269, line 5. Accordingly we 
uphold the finding of the District Judge on 
this point, and reject the defendant’s claim. 

As regards the item of Rs. 2,000, we are 
unable to endorse the opinion of the Trial 
Judge. It is common ground that Rs. 3,000 
belonging to Sami Ullah Khan were, at the 
time of his death, in deposit with his agent, 
Abdul Aziz, and there c&n be little doubt 
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that the entire sum, with the exception of 
Rs. 30 borrowed by the plaintiff himself 
was spent by Abdul Aziz upon his master s 
funeral rites and other ceremonies usually 
performed on the occasion of death and there- 
after. Though the plaintiff was not expressly 
asked to give his consent to the various items 
of expenditure, it appears that he was present 
all the time at the place where the cere- 
monies were being performed, and was fully 
cognizant of what Abdul Aziz was doing on 
behalf of both the brothers, but did not 
raise the slightest objection on the ground of 
the expenses being excessive or unreasonable 
It is an undisputed fact that I e instituted a suit 
against Abdul Aziz for his share of the money 
but failed to establish his claim. Upon these 
facts we do not think that the District Judge 
was justified in estimating the funeral 
expenses at Rs 1,000 and in holding the 
defendant responsible for the balance. The 
rule of Muhammadan Law, which is in no 
way different from that obtaining in other 
systems of law, is that the fnneral ceremonies 
should be performed in a manner suitable 
to the deceased’s position in life and meaus, 
and it seems to us that in determining what 
is a reasonable amount in a particular case, 
the Court must take into consideration the 
social practices of the class to which the 
deceased belonged. Now, Sami Ullah Khan 
was a person who had occupied a high 
office under the Government, and was a 
man of position and wealth. It is true that he 
had, during his lifetime transferred by gift 
the major portion of the property to his elder 
son, but that circumstance did in no way 
interfere with the position he occupied in 
society. His heirs were expected to perform 
in a suitable manner the different ceremonies 
usual on an occasion of this kind, and the 
reasonableness of the amount actually spent 
is d emonstrated by the fact that the elder 
son expressly authorised it, and the youn- 
ger one, though he saw the various sums 
being spent on different ceremonies, never 
expressed his disapproval or suggested in 
any way that the expenditure was unreason- 
able or unnecessary. In a matter of this 
character the conduct of the parties is a 
very important piece of evidence, and in 
view of the plaintiff’s acquiescence and other 
circumstances we consider that he cannot 

now reasonably ask the Court to reduce the 
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sura which has been expended, or to make 
the defendant personally responsible for 
the alleged excessive expenditure. 

The question of wakf in respect of six 
shops in Gali Batasha at Delhi need not 
detain us long. In support of his conten- 
tion that the property was endowed by 
his father for the purpose of carrying out 
certain trusts the defendant places his 
reliance upon a letter dated the 10th of 
December 1894 written to him by the 
father and the draft of a deed of settle- 
ment. The letter in question contains a 
vague reference to Sami Ullah’s intention 
to plant a garden near the tomb of bis 
deceased wife, the defendant’s mother, and 
advises the defendant to set apart some 
money for the benefit of their souls. The 
document was written in 1894, and it is 
significant that though the writer lived for 
nearly fourteen years thereafter, he did not take 
any steps to carry out his alleged inten- 
tion. There is no mention therein of the 
property upon which the defendant seeks 
to impose the trust. As to the draft of 
the deed of settlement, Exhibit D-10 it 
will suffice to say that it does not bear 
any date, is not in the deceased’s hand 
writing, and does not bear even his signature. 
Now, the deceased, who was a Judicial 
Officer of experience, must have been fully 
aware of the importance of a document to 
prove the nature of a transaction of this 
kind, and yet we are told that he ordered 
his servant Abdul Aziz to prepare a draft 
sometime in 1907 or 190s, but did not 
take any steps to execute a regular con- 
veyance. Under the Muhammadan l jaw no 
formality is required to be gone through for 
the purpose of creating a valid wakf\ it is 
enough if the donor declares that lie constitutes 
a property wakf or has constituted it wakf. 
It is, however, clear that there must be not 
only a mere intention to dedicate property 
but an actual dedication. Now, in the present 
case, as pointed out above, there is no 
documentary evidence to satisfy the above 
test, and the oral evidence of Raliud-din, 
a witness for the defendant, only shows 
that the intention of the deceased was to 
make wakf a portion of his property. He 
desired to make wakf for the spiritual 
welfare of religious preceptors, himself 
and hjs dear ones. The contents of the 


draft D-10 almost respresent his views”. 
Whatever may be said as to the intention, 
it cannot be held that Sami Ullah dedicat- 
ed the property in question or made any 
declaration of trust in respect thereof, 

The next three items of properties have 
certain common features which may be 
mentioned briefly. These properties form 
the subject-matter of three deeds of gift 
executed by 8>ami Ullah in favour of his 
elder son, and the execution of the docu- 
ments has not been contested before us. 
It appears that neither at the time of the 
execution, nor at the time of the registration, 
of the instruments the donor and the donee 
met each other, the former being at Ali- 
earh and the latter at Hyderabad; and it 
is, therefore, argued by Mr. Mnti Sagar 
for the plaintiff that to constitute a valid 
gift under the Muhammadan Law it is 
essential that the donor and the donee 
must come together and meet each other, 
and that in the absence of a meeting the 
gift is invalid. The learned Pleader invita9 
our attention to a passage in Hedaya at 
page 482 which is in the following 
terms : 

A gift may be taken possession of on 
the spot where it is tendered, without the 
express order of the donor but not after- 
wards. If the donee take possession of the 
gift, in the meeting of the deed of gift, 
without the order of the giver, it is law- 
ful, upon a favourable construction. If, on 
the contrary, he should take possession of 
the gift after the breaking up of the meet- 
ing, it is not lawful, unless he have had 
the consent of the giver so to do.” 

Baillie in his Digest of Muhammadan 
Law lays down a rule to the same effect, vide 
page 513 ; 

“When the donee is neither expressly 
permitted nor forbidden to take possession, 
and does so at the meeting, the possession is 
valid on a favourable construction of law, 
though not so by analogy. But if possession 
is not taken till after separation from the 
meeting, the possession is not valid, 
either by analogy or on a favourable 
construction.” 

These extracts, no doubt, refer to the 
meeting of the donor and the donee but 
it is nowhere stated that if tne parties 
do not come fa<?e to face, there cannot be 
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any valid gift by the one to the other. 
The learned Pleader is unable to cite any 
judicial authority in support of his conten- 
tion and we do not think that the passages 
quoted above make it a sine qua non to the 
validity of the gift that the donor and 
the donee must meet each other. The 
rule of the Muhammadan Law on the 
subject of the delivery of seisin should 
be interpreted in the light of common sense 
and according to the exigencies and neces- 
sities of modern life. Surely it cannot be 
seriously argued that a father is unable to 
make a valid gift in favour of his son who 
happens to be absent at that time. 

The three essentials of gift under the 
Muhammadan Law are : offer by the 
donor, acceptance by or on behalf of the 
donee, and seisin. An offer may be accepted 
either by the donee himself or by his 
agent, and it is nowhere laid down in 
so many terms that the donor and the 
donee must be present at one and the 
same place. As regards the delivery of 
possession what the law contemplates is 
that the possession required to be given 
must be such as the nature of the property 
permits. If the donor has done all that he 
could do to perfect the contemplated gift, 
which is attended with complete publicity, 
the mere fact that the donee was not present 
or that possession was obtained by him some- 
time after does not invalidate the transfer. 

Now, the District Judge has held that 
there was delivery of possession in respect of 
items Nos. (e) and (/) referred to above, but 
there was no such delivery in respect of item 
(d); and the question arises whether his 
findings are justified by the facts and the law 
bearing on the subject. The shops in 
Chandni Chank, item (e\ were in possession 
of tenants at the time of the gift, and 
several leases have been produced to show that 
. after the registration of the deed of gift in 
1906 the lessees attorned to the donee, and 
the finding on this point arrived at by the 
District Judge in favour of the defendant 
is not contested by the learned Pleader for 
the plaintiff, it is, however, urged that the 
ownership of tangible property in possession 
of a tenant cannot be transferred by way of 
gift unless and until the donor evicts the 
tenant, obtains physical possession of the 
property, and then delivers it to the donee. 


MAJID ULLAH KHAN. 

• 

Now, we are fully aware of certain passages 
in Dur ul-Mukhtar and Fatawa-i-Alamgiri, 
which are usually cited in support of this 
extreme view. Whatever the exact signifi- 
cance of these passages may be, there can be 
no manner of doubt that this view has not 
been accepted by any judicial authority or 
any modern author on Muhammadan Law. 
The judgment of the Calcutta High Court in 
Mullick Abdool Guffoor v. Muleka (5) has 
settled the question beyond any reasonable 
doubt, and contains the following pertinent 
observations with respect to thesediex4s: “We 
have been referred to several authorities, and 
amongst others, to Dur-ul-Mukbtar, Book on 
Gift, page 635, which lays down that no gift 
can be valid unless the subject of it is in the 
possession of the donor at the time when 
the gift is made.' Thus when land is in the 
possession of a usurper (or wrong doer), or of 
a lessee or mortgagee, it cannot be given 
away; because in these cases the donor has 
not possession of the thing which he purports 
to give. But we think that this rule, whicbjs 
undoubtedly laid down in several works of more 

or less authority, must, so far as it relates 
to land, have relation to cases where the donor 
professes to give away the possessory interest 
in the land itself, and not merely a rever- 
sionary right in it.” Then after suggesting 
another explanation, the Court proceeds; 

Whether this is the real meaning of the 
authorities, may be doubtful; but it is cer- 
tain that such a state of the law in this 
country would render the transfer by gift of a 
zemindari or other landlord’s interest simply 
impossible; lands here are almost always let 
out on leases of some kind, and there are 
often four or five different grades of tenants 
between the zeminda 7 and the occupying ryot . 
What is usually called possession in this 
country is not actual or lchas possession, but 
the receipt of the rents and profits; and if 
lands let on lease could not be made the subject 
of a gift, many thousands of gifts, which have 
been made over and over again of z'min- 
dari properties, would be invalidated. If we 
were disposed to agree with this novel view 
of Muhammadan Law (which we are not) 
we think we should be doing a great wrong 
to the Muhammadan community, by placing 
i hem under disabilities with regard to the 
transfer of property, which they have never 

(5) 10 C. 1112:5 Ind. Deo. (n^s.) 743. « 
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hither to experienced in this country. Such a 
view of the law is quite inconsistent with 
several cases decided by the Suddar Dewany 
Adawlut (under the advice of the Kazis) 
and also by this Court, and it is directly 
opposed to the case of Amcernonnissa Khatoon 
v. Abedoonnissa Khatoon (6) decidedly their 
Lordships of the Privy Council.” 

The exposition of law contained in this 
judgment has our entire concurren *e, and 
upon the rule laid down therein we have 
no hesitation in holding that the possession 
of the property in the occupation of a tenant 
can be delivered by allowing the donee to 
collect rents and profits or by requesting 
the tenant to attorn to tho donee. The 
same vie * has been taken by the Bombay 
High Court in Shaik Tbkiam v. Shaik 
Snleman (7) and Khavtr Sultan v. Rtckha 
Sultan (8). Mr. Moti Sagar frankly 
admits that there is not a single judgment 
laying down the opposite rule, and we must 
accordingly hold that the attornment by 
the tenants to the donee and the collection 
of rents by the latter constituted a valid de- 
livery of possession in respect of the Chandni 
Chauk property, and that the gift thereof 
was a valid transaction and cannot be dis- 
puted. 

The deed in respect of the plot of land 
in Darya Ganj was executed on the 9th 
of February 1908 and registered on the 

10th March 1908, namely, a month before 
the death of the donor. It recites the 

delivery of possession, and considering that 
the property was a vacant plot of land, 

wo do not think that the donor was ex- 

pected to do anything else to perfect the 
title of the donee. Neither any tenant 
nor anybody else was in physical possession 
of the property, and it is quite clear that 
the donor ceased to exercise any right of 
ownership therein. It is a legitimate in- 
ference, though there is no direct evidence 
on the point, that the donee’s agent at 
Delhi began to hold the land after tho 
registration of the instrument, and we think 
that there was such a delivery of seisin 
as the nature of the property permitted. 

Coming to the third property, which 


(6) 23 W. H. 208; 15 II. L. I{. 07; 2 1. A. 87; 3 
P C. .1 423. 

(7) 0 B. 140; 5 Tnd. [>cc (\ * ) QK, 

(8) C Bum. 1. B. \m. 



was the subject-matter of a deed of gift 
executed on the 9th of October 1905 and 
registered on the 6th November 1905, we 
notice that the learned District Judge has 
held the gift to be invalid because it was 
not perfected by delivery of possession, 
such as it is contemplated by Muham- 
madan Law. Now, the execution of the 
deed is admitted, and it appears that Sami 
Ullah Khan sent the dooument to Delhi, 
where the property was situate, for regis- 
tration there, and that the registration was 
effected through his attorney Abdul Aziz. 
The instrument recites that the donor had 
surrendered possession and delivered it to 
the donee, and though such a recital is 
sometimes a purely formal affair, all the 
circumstances show that the donor ceased 
thereafter to have control over tho pro- 
perty and that the donee stepped into his 
shoes. The property was assessed by tho 
Municipal Committee to house- tax, and 

the document printed at pages 92 and 99 
of the paper-book shows that in the house- 
tax register kept by the Municipal Com- 
mittee mutation of names was effected in 
favour of Hamid Uullah Khan. The plaint- 
iff himself as a witness admits, vide page 
19S, that his father Sami Ullah Khan 
placed on the main gate of the house 
a tablet- bearing the name llamid 

Uanzil and the witness refers to Hash- 
mat Ullah as the person having know- 
ledge on the subject. The latter’s evidenoe 
shows that the father placed the tablet with 
the inscription thereon in order to show to 
the whole world that the property belonged 
to Hamid-Ullah. It is fully proved.that the 
house- tax with respect to this property was 
paid in 1907 and 1908 by the donee and 
not by the donor (vide pages 62 and 130), 
at the time of the gift the tenement consisted 
of three parts, namely, the residential house, 
a vacant site, and some shops. It is estab- 
lished that on the vacant site the donee built 
a house called Nimwali haveh that the ap- 
lication for permission to build was made on 
his behalf, and that the sanction was granted 
to him. There is some evidence that the 
tenants occupying the shops paid rent to 
the donee, and the fact that the leases relat- 
ing to the shops are not forthcoming does 
not necessarily show that the tenants did 
not attorn to him. It is further clear that 
he demolished the shops and built a room on 
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the site. As regards the residential portion 
it appears that neither the donor nor the 
donee was in occupation thereof at the time 
of the gift, but the mutation of names in the 
Municipal register and the placing of tablet 
referred to above and other circumstances 
show that the donee was in constructive pos- 
session thereof. 

The learned District Judge bases his con- 
clusion mainly upon two points, first, that 
Hash mat Ullah, the defendant’s agent, deposes 
that Sami Ullah Khan, when asked to deliver 
possession of the property, replied * that he 
was a fool to take possession from owners.” 
Now the word ‘owners’ is not quite a correct 
translation of the word ghanvalon used in 
the varnacular, and it seems to us, that 
Sami Ullah Khan in using the expression was 
referring to his female relatives then occupy- 
ing some rooms in the house. We do not 
think that it was essential to the transfer 
of possession that these ladies should have 
vacated the house. The second matter re- 
ferred te by the learned Judge is that the 
plaintiff and bis wife occupied some rooms 
in the house; but it is admitted before us 
that the plaint'ff’s marriage took place in 
1907, and the defendant states that he him- 
self asked his brother to leave the house of 
his father in law and come over and reside 
in the house in dispute. There is no ade- 
quate ground for rejecting this testimony, and 
in the circumstances the possession of the 
plaintiff must be deemed to be permissive 
and on behalf of the defendant. 

Considering all the facts and the statements 
of the parties we are of opinion that the 
father did all he could reasonably do to 
deliver possession of the property to the 

donee and that the latter became full owner 

thereof. 

The last item of property is the Govern- 
ment promisory notes of Re. 30,000 and the 
essentials of gift with respect to it have, in 
our opinion, been established beyond 
all doubt. It is quite clear that Sami Ullah 
Khan sold an immoveable property called 
mnzvl parcha, utilized part of the price in 
purchasing the notes through Delhi and 
London Bank in 1906, and directed the 
Bank to endorse the notes in favour of the 
defendant. This direction was duly carried 
out, and the notes were sent to the defendant 
and indeed the plaintiff himself does not die! 


pute these facts. He, however, contends that 
the purchase of the notes was a benami 
transaction and that the father remained 
owner thereof all along. But all doubt on this 
point is set at rest by the father’s letter Exhibit 
L* 25 dated the 25th of April 1906 to the 
defendant, which may be quoted in twlenso: — 

‘ I give you Rs. 30,000 out of the sale pro- 
ceeds of the mazid parcha. The money 
has been sent to you in notes through the 
Bank. I give away this to you by way of 
gift and not as an heir. Succession opens 
after the death of an ancestor. You should 
keep this letter with care.” 

This letter fully establishes the gift, and 

it is undeniable that the delivery of notes in 

pursuance thereof was made to the defend- 
ant. 

Ihe above discussion concludes the deter- 
mination of all the points argued before us 
by the learned Counsel on both sides, and 
the result is that we dismiss Civil Appeal 
No. 1510 of 1914, and accepting Civil Appeal 
No. 1439 of 1914 we exclude Rs. 2,000 and 
the house described as Hamid Manzil from 
the list of the properties to be partitioned 
between the brothers. Having regard to all 
the circumstances of the case we leave the 

parties to bear their own costs in both the 
Courts. 

Appeal x\o. 1510 of 1914 dismissed . 

Appeal No. 1439 of 1911 allowed. 


wxsn JUU1U1AL UUMMISSIONUR’S 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 270 of 1916 

March 13, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Lindsay, J. C 

Sheikh KARIM BAKHSH— Plaintiff- 

Appellant 

versus 

1DU SHAH AND another— Defendants— 

Respondents. 

Contract Act (IX of 1872), oo~31o, tyaac of uori. 

T- land ~~ Re f lcm P tioit ' to be had in Khali fasl 
jeth Time, v)hether essence of contract. 

In cases of mortgage with possession in respect of 

nartir l UlU land ’ P r( J viding for redemption on\y at a 
particniar season of the year known as khali fast Jeth 

vZn' S - h ? e l 8enCe ° f the contracfc > ““<1 the inort- 

gago in order to maintain a suit for redemption 

must show that lie made a full offer to redeem in 
382 c™ l 2* tk and that SUCh ° ffer Was rcfuse d- fp. 


# ' 


INDIAN OASES. 


3 82 

KARIM BAKHSH V. IDU SHAH. 

Bni'mn Bakhsh v. Suroj Sinyh , 5 (). C. 127; Sidh 
Gojxil v. ATim/im Khan , (3 O. C. 223, distinguished. 

Appeal from the decree of the District 
Judge, Fyzabad, dated the 14th April 1916, 
reversing the order of the Additional Munsif, 

Fyzabad, dated the 30th July 1915. 

Babu Jiban Krishna Bayierji , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Pandit llarkaran Nath Misra , for Re- 
spondent No. 1. 

JUDGMENT— The argument for the 
plaintiff-appellant in this case is that the 
lower Appellate Court was wrong in dis- 
missing the suit brought by him for 
redemption. In order to understand the 
point so raised it is necessary to refer to 
a few facts. The plaintiff in the case is 
a second mortgagee. The earlier mortgage 
of the property had been made in favour 
of two persons Rahim Bakhsh and Idu. 
That mortgage was a mortgage with 
possession, the mortgage money advanced 
being a sum of Rs. 500. The mortgage- 
deed provides for redemption iu "Khali 
fast Jeth .” The plaintiff having obtained 
the second mortgage of the property is 
entitled to seek redemption and in his plaint 
he stated that he had made an offer to 
the prior mortgagees which had been 

accepted by them. In the third paragraph 
of the plaint- .it is stated that Rs. 420 out 
of Rs. 500 had been paid to the first 
defendant and that Rs. 80 had been paid 
to the second defendant on the 7th of June 
1914. The plaintiff alleged that after 
these payments had been made he had 
got back the mortgage-deed from the 
defendants who had agreed to his taking 
possession. He went on to allege that 
sometime after the month of Asarh when 
he wanted to take possession the defendants 
refused to deliver it to him. The first 
defendant confessed judgment. He admit- 
ted that he had received the sum of Rs. 420 
from the plaintiff. The second defendant 
Idu denied that any payment of Rs. 80 had 
been made to him and it has been found as 
a matter of fact by both the Courts below 
that no such payment was made. It has 
further been found that the plaintiff got 
possession of the mortgago-deod acting in 
collusion with the first defendant. The case 
for the second defendant is that his share of 
the mortgage-money was not for Rs. 80 as 
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alleged in plaint but Rs. 200 as set out in the 
mortgage-deed. The learned District Judge 
relying upon the decision of a Bench of the 
Allahabad High Court reported as Muhammad 
AH v. Baldeo Pande (1) came to the conclusion 
that as it was proved that no adequate tender 
of the mortgage-money had been made the 
plaintiff had no cause of action for his suit 
for redemption. It has been contended here 
that this view of the law taken by the Allah-, 
abad High Court has not been accepted in, 
this Court and reliance has been placed upon, 
two judgments which are to be found in 
Barma Bakhsh v. Suraj Singh {2) and Sidh Gopal 
v. Nanhu Khan (3). It is true that in both 
of those cases it has been laid down that there 
can be no hard and fast rule that a mortgagor 
cannot maintain a suit for redemption except 
on proof that he has tendered to the mort- 
gagee the sum due to him, Instances have 
been cited in both these reported cases in 
which redemption has been allowed although 
no tender had been made. The present case 
however, appears to me to be of a different 
nature. The mortgage as I have said was a 
mortgage with possession providing for re- 
demption only at that particular season of the 
year which is known as khali jasl Jeth . As 
has been said in some of the Allahabad 
rulings, in a case of this kind time is of 

, i 1 *i<i 

the essence of the contract and the mortgagor 
in order to maintain a suit for redemption 
has to show that he made an offer to redeem 
in khali fast Jeth and that suoh offer was 
refused. In the present instance it has been 
proved that no proper tender of the money 
was made. On the finding of the Court below 
all that was tendered was a sum of Rs. 420. 
It is not open to the mortgagor to say that 
he was in doubt as to the proper amount of 
tender, for that is perfectly plain having 
regard to the terms of the deed. The only sum 
which could be payable is a sum of Rs. 500. 
As for proportion in which the original 
mortgagees are to receive their money, that 
is another matter, and does not seem to me 
in any way to concern the present plaintiff. 
Ho could liavo easily overcome any difficulty 
by going to Court and making a deposit of 
Rs. 500 under the provisions of seotion 83 of 
the Transfer of Property Act, leaving it 

for the mortgagees themselves to divide 

(1) 34 [ml. Cii9. 183; 14 A. L. J. 55; 3S A. 148. 

(2) 5 O. C. 127. 

(3) GO.C. 223. 
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the money as they thought proper. I 
think there can be no doubt that what 
has happened in this case is that the plaint- 
iff has entered into collusion with one of the 
mortgagees and that this suit was a collusive 
suit. I am not prepared, therefore, to in- 
terfere with the judgment of the Court 
below. I think the suit was rightly dis- 
missed. The plaintiff will be entitled to 
redeem the property if he seeks redemption 
m the proper way by making a full tender 
at the proper time of the year. 

The appeal is dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 

CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Civil Appeal No. 36 of 1916 in 
Civil Soit No. 353 of 1915. 

February 7, 1917. 

Present: - Sir Lancelot Sanderson, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Kt. 

MADHORAM HURDEODASS - 

Defendant — Appellant 

versus 

G. C. SETT and another — Plaintiffs 

Respondents. 

Contract Act (IX of 1872), s. 56 — Performance ren- 
dered impossible by outbreak of war — Rights and liabi- 
lities of parties— Contract of affreightment with alien 
enemy before war , whether subsits after outbreak of war 

con t rac t> incidents oj — Executory contract 
dissolution of— Estoppel— Vendor and purchaser. 

Under a C. I F. contract the defendants (vendors) ' 
sent out an order to Europe for supply of certain 
goods to the plaintiffs (purchasers) in Calcutta. The 
goods were shipped on the 2nd July 1914 in a 
German vessel which was on the high seas when war 
broke out between England and Germany, and the 
vessel was captured by the Government as an 
enemy ship and brought before the Ceylon Court of 
Admiralty On the 25th August 1914 the ship was 

ttS A- lawful prize > but fche cargo was 
released on condition that on its conveyance by the 

™ Wn . to lts destination the Crown would be 
authorised to recover certain expenses against the 

arrival r of ea th ft and . delive ™d in Calcutta. On the 

asked I*, Calcutfca ’ the defendants 

the P lamt iffs to take delivery on payment of 

hose expenses. On the plaintiffs’ refusal to do so the 

defendants disposed of the goods in the market 

whereupon the plaintiffs instituted a suit for re- 

dXZf dama p* f *° rfailUre ° f the defendants to 
deliver the goods in terms of the contract: 

Held, that the plaintiffs were not entitled to 
recover damages, as the contract between them and 
the defendants became void under section 56 of the 
Contract Act, inasmuch as by the outbreak of the 
war, one essential element of the contract, namely 
the contract of affreightment, became unlawful and 
the fact that the defendants at one stage offered to 
deliver the goods to the plaintiffs on certain terms 


did not estop them from pleading that the contract 
had become void under section 56 of the Contract 
Act. [p. 388, cols. 1 & 2; p. 392, cols. 1 & 2.] 

The incidents of a C. I. F. contract explained, 
[p. 387, col. 1; p. 390, col 1.] 

An executory contract made with an alien enemy 
in peace time is avoided or dissolved by the outbreak 
of war, if it enures to the aid of the enemy or if it is 
in its nature incapable of suspension, [p. 390, col. 2.] 

A contract is deemed in its nature incapable of 
suspension, if its proper performance necessitates 
intercourse with the enemy during the war or where 
time is of the essence of the contract, or the parties 
cannot on the restoration of peace be put on a 
footing of equality, [p. 390, col. 2.] 

A contract of affreightment may be dissolved 
without execution not only by act of the parties, but 
m many cases, by the act of the law. If the voyage 
becomes unlawful or impossible to be performed, or 
if it is broken up, either before or after it has actually 
commenced, by war or interdiction, complete or 
Partial of commerce witli the place of destination, the 
contract is dissolved, [p. 391, col. 1,] 

Per Mookerjee, J .— Where a ship is condemned as a 
prize but the cargo is released, the Crown is entitled 
to impose the payment of freight as a condition of its 
release and has a lien on the goods till it is paid. [p. 

Ihc ultimate conveyance of the goods by the 
condemned ship to its destination is in no sense a 
continuation of the original voyage in fulfilment of 
the contract of affreightment but is essentially a 
new voyage under new conditions, [p. 392, col. 1 ] 

Appeal against the . judgment of Mr. 
Justice Chaudhuri in Civil Suit No. 353 of 

1915 dated the 14th February 1916 reported 
as 33 Ind. Cas. 540. 

Messrs. G. G. Ghose , B. G. Mitter and K.\ 
P. Khaitan, for the Appellants.* 

Messrs. S. R. Das and B. L. Milter, for 
the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sanderson, C. J.— This is an appeal by 
the defendants Madhoram Hurdeo Dass 
against the decision of Chaudhuri, J., whereby 
he gave judgment for the plain tiffs for Rs. 2,500 

as damages for breaoh of contract and costs. 

The contract was contained in a letter 
written by the defendants to the plaintiff 
and dated 2nd February 1914, as follows:— ’ 
fi Calcutta , 2nd February 1914. 

M pi Messrs. G. C. Sett & B. R. Set t, 

Dear Sirs, Calcutta. 

We beg to enter as having sold you 

through Broker P.N. Mookerjee 150 tons 
Basic Steel bars with usual 10 percent, 
^nd class extras at £ 5-7-6 per ton C. I. F. 
z.e., free Hooghly. Shipment in three monthly 
lots commencing June, t.e., June, July, August 
1914. Delivery to be completed within 
three days from the date of the landing of 
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the goods. Terms 45 days credit from the 
date of the delivery of the goods, failing 
which due date will be calculated from the 
due date of the delivery, i e. % three days 
uf the landing of the goods. 

This sale is made on the basis of the 
existing terms and conditions in the contracts 
for this class of goods as are current in the 
market. Interest at the rate of 8 per cent, 
per annum to be charged on any money 
unpaid after the due date and rebate for 
payments before the due date will be allowed 
at the same rates. You have the option 
to have the goods weighed so as to arrive at 
the actual weighment and in that caso you 
shall have to notify us, so that we may 
make necessary arrangements to have our 
man present. Hut in any case, claim for 
weighment will not be entertained, if made 
after three days after the arrival of the 
goods in your god owns from the jetty, and 
the invoice weight shall be accepted by you 
as the correct one. 

Please confirm. 

Yours faithfully 
Malmioram Hirdegdass”. 

The July consignment was shipped by the 
Belgo- Asiatic Trading Company, from whom 
the defendants had bought the goods, on the 
2nd July 1914 at Antwerp on board 
the hi. ' Sleintitrn" which was a 
German vessel. Some of the goods were 
made in Belgium, others were made in 
'•erraany as appears from the invoices in 
respect of the goods. Neither the Bill of 
Lading nor the Policy of Insurance was 
produced in Court, but it was assumed 
for the purpose of the appeal by both 
sides that the Bill of Lading was made 
out in the name of the defendants and 
that the contingency which happened, ris., 
the capture and condemnation of the ship 
and the consequent expenses were not 
covered by the Policy of Insurance. 

At the time of the declaration of war 
against Germany, namely on the ith 
August 1914, the “ Stciutmn' was at sea, 
and at sometime subsequently, which lias 
not been proved, she was captured by a 
British ship and taken to Colombo. The 
titeinturri" was condemned by the Prize 
Court but the cargo in question was 
released, and inasmuch as the ship was 
carrying a general cargo consigned to 
Madras, Calcutta and Chittagong, it was 
ordered un the 19th November 191 1 by the 


Prize Court that in the event of the Crown 
in the exercise of its power under a previous 
order, dated 2nd September 1914, consign- 
ing the said cargo to Madras and Cal- 
cutta — the Crown be authorised to recover 
against all cargo released and delivered 
at Madras and Calcutta in respect of 
freight Rs. 15-50 per ton and in res- 
pect of agency charges such reasonable ex- 
penses as might be incurred. 

Consequently the consignment in question 
was carried in the Stsintuni under the 
above mentioned order and arrangement to 
Calcutta and arrived there on or about the 2nd 
January 1915. The freight for the carriage 
from Colombo to Calcutta was Rs. S18-140 
as is shewn from the bill dated the 
23rd February 1915, in addition there 
were Rs. 82 for charges in respect of 
release from the Prize Court and other 
expenses in consequence of the capture of 
the “ Sleinlurn ” and the conveyance of ihe 
cargo from Colombo to Calcutta. 

Tho course of oveuts may be taken 
from the learned Judge’s summary of what 
he describes as the undisputed facts of 
the case as follows: — 

“That the plaintiffs failed to pay the prioe 
of the June shipment and a suit had to be in- 
stituted against them which was decreed on 
the 26th January 1915: That copies of three 
invoices were sent to the plaintiffs by the 
defondant firm of the goods per ss. 
Steinturn. In or about the end of 
September 191-4, the defendant firm asked 
the plaintiffs to keep themselves in readi- 
ness to pay for the goods in cish against 
shipping documents on arrival of the steamer. 
See their letter dated 2 4 >0th Septem- 
ber 1914. Apparently there was a mistake 
in the invoice as regards the weight, and 
the plaintiffs called upon the defendants 
to correct it, but the defendants stated 
that they were not liable to make any 
corrections. On the 2nd January 1915 
the defendant firm intimated to tho plain- 
tiffs that the vessel had arrived in Port 
and requested them to take delivery of 
the goods by paying for them as early 
as possible. The cause of late arrival 
was the seizure of the steamer at Colombo. 

By an order dated 25th August 1914 
on the application of the Crown, the 
steamer was banded over by the Colombo 
l'rizo Court to the custody tho principal 
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Collector of Customs, and the following under- 
taking and decree was entered on record, 
namely, the Solicitor General on behalf of 
the Crown undertakes that the Crown will 
restore the ship to its present place, 
whenever it is called upon to do so by 
this Court, if the Government of Ceylon 
on behalf of the Crown are allowed to take 
charge of the ship, and moves that the 
Crown be allowed to take charge of the 
ship, ou these terms. It is ordered and 
decreed that the application be allowed 
and that the Marshal be directed 
to let the Government of Ceylon 
have possession of the ship, after the 
cargo, goods, wares and merchandise have 
been warehoused. It is further directed 
that the Marshal shall require from any 
person taking over the ship on behalf of 
the Government an authority to do so 
signed by His Kxcellency the Governor 
or by the Colonial Secretary.” The Pre- 
sident of the Prize Court appears to have 
made an order on the 1 9th November 1914 
that inasmuch as the steamer contained 
general cargo sent to Madras,. Calcutta and 
Chittagong, it was for the interest of 
all persons concerned that the cargo en- 
titled to release, which was consigned to 
Calcutta, should be delivered at Calcutta; 
it was further ordered that “in the event 
of the Crown in the exercise of its 
powers conveying the said cargo to Cal- 
cutta, the Crown was authorised to recover 

against all cargo released and delivered 
certain expenses, namely, 

"In respect of freight Rs. 15 50 per 

ton weight or measure. In resepct of 

agency charges, such reasonable expenses 
as^may be incurred.” 

And that the steamer was not to depart 
from Colombo until after the expiration 
of three weeks from the date of that order.” 

On the 2nd September 1914 the Prize 
Court on hearing the Attorney-General 
made the following order, ‘ that the Mar- 
8 ft l k 0 authorized for the purpose of 

cargo to put the cargo 
in the hands of the Crown, the Attorney- 
General undertaking on behalf of the 
Crown that in the event of the cargo or 
any part of it being removed out of the 
jurisdiction of this Court, it was to be 
brought back within the jurisdiction upon 

25 


the order of the Court.” What happened 
was that Messrs. Graham ifc Co., merchants 
of Calcutta, were employed as agents on 
behalf of the Crown to give delivery of 
the goods consigned to Calcutta to the 
consignees. Graham it Co., thereupon, com- 
municated with the defendant firm in 
respect of the July shipment of the goods 
which had come out in that steamer, and 
these goods arrived, as stated above, on the 
2nd January. The defendant firm had to pay 
certain charges for freight and commission to 
Messrs. Graham it Co. for these goods. The 
defendants allege that by the said letter 
dated 23rd February 1915, they gave par- 
ticulars of the costs and charges incurred 
by them in respect of the consignment, 
including therein the charges occasioned 
by the seizure and release. That prior to 
that date and after the arrival of the 
goods in Calcutta some correspondence 
ensues. The defendant firm wrote to the 
plaintiffs on the 4th January 1915, that 
unless the plaintiff firm immediately sent the 
price of the goods of the June shipment 
which had already been delivered to 
them, as also the price of the goods per ss.' 

Steinturn'\ they would be compelled to 
re-sell the goods on the plaintiffs’ account. 
The plaintiffs wrote on the same date 
that they were prepared to pay for and 
take delivey of all the goods with the ex- 
ception of 22 pieces of Basic Steel bars, 
the weight of which had been incorrectly 
stated in the invoice. They said that if 
they (defendants) failed to make over the 
Bill of Lading for the goods they would 
not be liable for any wharf rent, if in- 
curred. On the 8th January the plaintiffs 
said that they were prepared to pay the 
full price of the three lots which had 
come per ss. “ Steinturn” on the 

defendant firm handing over to them the 
Bills of Lading and other documents. They 
offered to pay the nece3sary charges for 
obtaining delivery of the goods from the 
jetties, and asked for information as 
to the exact amount payable by them. 
There was no reply to this letter. On 
the 19th January they offered Rs. 4,370 
as being the price of the goods including 
the usual charges. On the 27fch January 
Charu Chandra Bose, Attorney for the 
defendants, wrote to the plaintiffs’ Attorneys 
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the following letter:— “As arranged my 
olients are now ready to deliver the goods 
demanded by you on receipt of the price, 
godown rent and charges. ’ It will be 
noticed this letter was written the day 
after the decree above referred to. It was 
a consent decree and the defendants say 
that terms arranged between the parties 
were that the goods of the July 
shipment would be taken delivery of by 
the plaintiffs after payment of all dues, 
that Nepal Chunder on behalf of the 
plaintiffs agreed to pay all costs in respect 
of the July shipment, freight, etc , that is 
to say, the extra freight and other oharges 
incurred in respect of the consignment. 
This arrangement is entirely denied by 
the plaintiffs. No reply was sent by the 
plaintiffs to that letter until the 4th February 
1915, when they said that nothing had been 
arranged as suggested by thedefendants. 1 hey 
said that the defendants were not entitled to 
godown rent, and refused to pay same. I hey 
complained that thedefendants had not speci- 
fied what charges they were claiming, and 
expressed their readiness and willingness 
to pay the price of the goods and the duty, 
landing and proper charges in respect 
thereof as were usual in the case of de- 
livery ex-jetty. On the 4th February the 
defendants’ Attorney said that if the goods 
were not taken delivery of within three days, 
the defendants would re-sell on the plaintiffs’ 
aooount. Apparently these two lotters cross- 
ed each other. On the 9th February the 
defendant tirm said that the price and 
charges to be paid were mentioned in their 
bills sent to the plaintiffs. Over and above 
that, the plaintiffs would have to pay go- 
down rent and cartage for the romovftl of 
the goods and unless the plaintiffs took 
delivery of the floods within three days, 
the defendants would re-sell the goods on 
the plaintiffs’ account and risk. On the 
12th January the plaintiffs denied that any 
bills had been submitted to them for pay- 
ment and refused to pay godown rent and 
other incidental charges. Nothing further 
was done by the plaintiffs until the 8th 
March, when their Attorneys wrote a 
letter to the defendants’ Attorney asking for 
a statement of the charges the defendants 
claimed in respect of the said goods and if 
they found the same reasonable and pro- 
per, they would ask the plaintiffs to take 


delivery. On the 10th March they were 
informed that the defendants had sold the 
goods to a third person. 

The action was brought for breach of 
contract caused by the failure of the defend- 
ants to make over the Bill of Lading or 
to deliver the goods, and the main point 
which was urged in this appeal was not 
taken by the defendants until the trial, 
when the learned Juige allowed the de- 
fendants to amend their defence as follows: — 

“With further reference to paragraph 3 
of the plaint herein the defendant firm 
state that the goods forming the July ship- 
ment referred to in the said paragraph 
were shipped from Antwerp on or about the 
2nd day of July 1914 per as. “ Steintum”. 
On the outbreak of war betwesn His 
Britannic Majesty’s Government and the 
German Empire on the 4th day of August 
1914 the said steamer, which was on the 
high se\s, became liable to seizure by the 
naval forces of His Majesty’s Government 
and as a matter of fact the said steamer 
was captured, seized and detained by Hi9 
Majesty ’8 Government at or near Colombo 
and was subsequently condemned with 
all the cargo on board by the Colombo 
Prize Court. The defendant firm submit 
that on such condemnation of the said 
steamer and of the cargo therein including 
the said goods, the contract with the plaint- 
iffs became impossible of performance.” 

It is clear from the order of the Prize 
Court that though the ship was condemned, 
the cargo in question was not condemned. 

It was, however, argued that although the 
cargo was eventually released the outbreak 
of war rendered the performance of the 
contract of 2nd February 1914 impossible 
or at all events it rendered the oontract 
of affreightment, which was an implied part 
of the contract, unlawful and consequently 
by reason of the provision of section 56 of 
the Indian Contract Act, 1872, the contract 
was void. 

This defence necessitated an examination 

of the terms of the contract. 

After some discussion during the argument 
it appeared that there was little, if any, 
material difference between the interpreta- 
tions placed upon the contract by the learn- 
ed Counsel appearing for the plaintiffs and 
defendants; and both argued the case 
on tho assumption that the oontract was 
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an ordinary C.I.F contract, with this 
variation that the payment specified in 
the contract was not to be made as 
usual against the documents and was not 
to be made m this case until 4? days after 
the landing of the goods, that having 
regard to the speoipal terms of this contract 
it was not the duty of the defendants to 
hand over the documents relating to the 
goods as soon as the documents arrived but 
that they were entitled to retain them until 
the goods arrived, when it would be the 
duty of the defendants to hand over the 
documents to the plaintiffs for the purpose 
ot taking delivery or for the defendants to 
take delivery themselves in the first instance 
and that payment would become due 48 days 
after the landing of the goods. 

The question, therefore, arises what were 

the incidents of the defendants’ undertaking 

in such a contraot: The variation of the 

terms as to the time of payment does not in 

my judgment alter the nature of the con- 
tract as C.I.F. contract. 

Taking the well-known incidents of such 
a contract the defendants’ had .firstly, to ship 
at the port of shipment goods of the 
escnpt'on contained in the • contract, 
eamaiy, to procure a contraot of affreight- 
ment under which the goods would be 
delivered , n the Hooghly; thirdly, to 
arrange for an insurance upon the terms 

for tR* ’u the trade whioh would be available 
, e ben0 fit of the buyers; fourthly, to 

jT* e ° ut an invoice; and finally, to tender 

term*! oou ments and by reason of the speoial 

dnnr. °. contract, to tender such 

documents upon the arrival of the goods. 

thia may . assume d for the purpose of 

desanVf 8,6 . tlie . gooc * s W6re of the 

that a P 10 ? 00n tained in the contraot and 

under 00 ^. rac ^ f °t affreightment was procured 

ironrla W l i°j / n ord,nar y circumstances the 

Hoot?hlZ° U ^ ^ a ve 138611 delivered in the 

arranged a sa ® c i 0 nt insurance was 
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of affreightment of which the Bill of 
Lading was evidence came to an end as 
soon as war broke out, that though the 
goods were in fact carried by the " Steinturn'' 
to the Hooghly, they were carried by her, 
after she had been condemned by the Prize 
Court in Ceylon and under an arrangement 
made in pursuance of an order of that 
Court, by whioh further freight and 
expenses became charged upon the cargo, 
and that inasmuch as the defendants 
could not deliver the goods under the 
original contract of affreightment the per- 
formance of their contract was impossible. 

In my judgment this contention should 
be adopted: It was an implied part of 
the contract of 2nd February 1914 that 
the defendants should procure a contraot 
of affreightment, under which the goods would 
he delivered in the Hooghly. That contract of 
affreightment was procured, and it was re- 
presented by the Bill of Lading in the 
name of the defendants. 


deSnda^f Q WaS , v . argaed on ^half of the 

eventually ar alfchough the Soods 

Physical d arriV0 d and were capable of 

not so arrivA Ver ^i , the ^^ly, th ey did 
ment n P A ft un der oon ^ ra ct of affreight- 

fcheir oon f Ure 5 them in pursuance of 

the Plaintiff °!u 2nd Fehr ™y with 

» that the original contract 


But the operation of war on - such a 
contract of affreightment made before, but 
which remained unexecuted at the time war 
was declared, made the further execution, 
so far as the defendants, British subjects, 
were concerned, unlawful, it being a contract 
with an alien enemy, and the contraot of 
affreightment thereby became dissolved. 
Esposito v. Bowden (1). 

Further the capture of ss. “ Steinturn ” 
prevented the delivery of the goods under 
the contract of affreightment procured by 
the defendants in pursuance of their con- 
traot with the plaintiffs, and the goods 
could not be delivered in the Hooghly 
except by the payment of further freight 
and expenses which by the order of the 
Prize Court in Ceylon had become charged 
on the goods. 

The Bill of Lading whioh under a C, 1, 
F. contract is tendered by the seller to 
the buyer would be such as would prooure 
delivery of the goods from the ship. In 
this case the Bill of Lading, if tendered 
by the defendants, would not by itself 
have enabled the plaintiffs to obtain delivery 
of the goods from the ship. Something 

(1) (1857) 7 El. & Bl. 763 at p. 783; 27 L. J. Q. B. 

17; 3 Jur. (n. s.) 1205; 5 W. R. 732; 29 L.T, (o. s.T 295; 
119 E. R. 1430; 110 R. R. 822. 
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more wonld have been necessary to enable the 
plaintiffs to get delivery, viz., the authority 
of the agents of the Crown, which authority 
could only be obtained by the payment of 
the freight from Colombo to the Hooghly 

and certain other charges. 

for these reasons it appears to me that 
the contract between the plaintiffs and the 
defendants included the performance of an 
act (viz., the procuring the contract of 
affreightment under which the goods would 
be delivered in the Hooghly), which after 
the contract was made became impossible 
by reason of the outbreak of the war, 
within the meaning of section 56 of the 
Indian Contract Act and consequently the 
contract of 2nd 1'ebruary 191 t was void. 

I think also that the procuring of the 
further execution of the contract of affreight- 
ment, which was an implied part of the 
contract of 2nd February 1911, became 
unlawful by reason of an event which the 
defendants could not prevent, viz , the 
outbreak of war and consequently the con- 
tract of 2nd February 1914 became void 
by reason of the provisions of section 56. 

The learned Counsel for the plaintiffs 
pressed us with the argument that the 
property in the goods had not passed to 
the plaintiffs, by reason of the fact that 
no appropriation of these goods, to which 
the plaintiffs assented, to the oontract in 
question had taken place until August or 
September 1915, if., after the^ capture 
and condemnation of the s.s. dteinturn 
and that the plaintiffs’ contract, therefore, 
was not affected by the fact that the goods 
had been carried in a German vessel at 
the outbreak of war. 

1 do not think it is necessary to express 
any opinion on this point, for in my judg- 
ment it is immaterial to the question 
whether the performance of an integral 
part of the oontract between the plaintiffs 
and the defendants was rendered impossible 
ur unlawful by the outbreak of war. 

It was further urged that the contract 
of affreightment did not relate to the goods, 
the subject matter of the contract of 2nd 
rebruary 19 U. This point, as far as l 
understand, was not taiscil at the trial, 
and I think there can he no doubt that 
the contract uf altioightiuent did in Jai't 
relate to the goods the subject-matter of 
the contract. 


But then it was said, even if that b e 
so in point of fact, it cannot be said in 
law that the contract of affreightment was 
in pursuance of the contract between the 
plaintiffs and the defendants until something 
is done which binds the plaintiffs, such 

as assent by the plaintiffs. 

Having regard to what I consider is the 
material question in this case, as intimated 
already, I cannot agree to the last pro- 
position. I think the assent of the plaintiffs 
was immaterial and it was merely a ques- 
tion of fact whether the contract of 
affreightment did really relate to the subject- 
matter of the contract of 2nd February 
1914 and having regard to the date of 
the invoice, the description and quantities 
of the goods contained therein, there can 
be no doubt that in point of fact the 
contract of affreightment related to the 
subject-matter of the contract of 2nd 
February 1914. 

As already stated, the defendants did not 
take up the position now relied upon until 
the trial of the action, and the defendants 
on the 2nd January 1915 had called on 
the plaintiffs to take delivery. It was 
contended that the defendants by reason 
of such action were estopped from relying 
on the above-mentioned defence. 

The plaintiffs were not able to point 
to any respect in which they had altered 
their position by reason of the alleged re- 
presentation of the defendants that they 
were in a position to give delivery in 
accordance with the contract, and I do not 
think that the defendants are estopped from 
taking the defence upon which they now 
rely. That defence, for the reasons given 
above, is, in my judgment, a good one, 
and, therefore, th is appeal should be allowed, 
and judgment entered for the defendants 
with costs in this Court and in the Court 
of first instance. 

Any extra costs necessitated by the 
amendment uf the defence or costs thrown 
away by reason thereof to be paid by the 
defendants to the plaintiffs. 

Money in Court to be paid out to the 

defendants. 

Mookkk.uce, J. — This is an appeal by the 
defendants in a suit for damages for breach 
of contract. On the 2nd February 1914, 
the defendants agreod to sell to the 
plaintiffs 150 tons Basic Steel bars to be 
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shipped in June, July and August 1914 in 
equal proportions. The terms of the contract 
were set out as follows in a letter addressed 
by the defendants to the plaintiffs:— 


•*» c o 


We beg to enter a8 having so]d you> 

throngh b r ok er p. N . Mookerjee, 150 
tons Basic Steel bars, with usual 10 per 
oent. second class extra, at £5-7-6. per 

U L F V’ ® M free Hooghly. Shipment 
in three monthly lots, commencing June, i. e., 

June July and August 1914. Delivery to be 

competed within three days from the 

date of the landing of the goods. Terms 

45 days credit from the date of the 

dnn^ 3 * Soods, failing which, 

due date will be calculated from the due 

il 6 i ° j ■ deliver y, i. r.., three days from 
the landing of the goods. This sale is 

. ° °j' 1 - 6 basis of the existing terms 
nd conditions in the contracts for this 
class of goods as are current in the market. 

annum f * , the ' ate ° f 8 P er P« 

. , ° r charged on any money 

nnpaid after the due date, and rebate 
payments before the due date will be 

onh*r ed /V the Same rate - You have the 
n o have the goods weighed so as 

tW arnVG ac ^ Da * weighment, and in 

no th°f Se y ° U 8 ^ a ^ have to notify us, 
i i a we tna y make necessary arrangements 

oL i - Ur man present ‘ Bat, in any 
enflU* 1 ? f ? r we ighment will not be 

after . lf made after three days 

~ n j e arrival of the goods in your 

WG1 * r? 38 . J* 0 ™ ^he jetty, and the invoice 

one rfi a ^ he accepted by you as the correct 
one - Please confirm.” 

ann^i* February 1914, the plaintiffs 

Pined the specifications; and on the 19th 

ordfi^T^ Jf 1 ® de f®ndants sent out an 
of p ° . ^h® Belgo Asiatic Trading Co. 

were »? 88 fi 8 ^° r 8np P ] y the goods, which 

mannfw ^ ^ e ^ ,an an d partly of German 

T he June shipment was 

was dol* y defendap ts in due course and 
con 0 Z:? red .i° the P^intiffs. We are now 
goods w Wlt A *h® July shipment. The 
the 2nri er ? ^h^PeJ from Antwerp on the 
Germa nd f Ja,y WM in 88. “Steinturn" a 

when *rr r w hi°h was on the high seas 
Qermu r r °^ e ou i J between England and 
hip w?f ° D the 4th August 1914. The 

His Mu* ° ap ^ ure J by the naval forces of 
Jesty as an enemy ship, and was 


brought before the Ceylon Court of 
Admiralty. On the 25th August 1914, 
the ship was condemned as lawful prize, 
but the cargo was released. On the 19th 
November 1914, the Prize Court ordered 
that, in the event of the Crown conveying 
the cargo to destination, the Crown be 
authorised to recover against all cargo 
released and delivered at Calcutta the 
following expenses, namely Rs. 15*50 

in respect of freight per ton weight or 
measure, and such reasonable expenses as 
may be incurred in respect of agency 
charges. The Government of Ceylon took 
possession of the cargo on behalf of the 
Crown, and Graham it Co. were employed 
to act as their agents. The goods arrived 
in Calcutta on the 2nd January 1915 and 
the defendants took delivery on payment 
of freight and ag6ncy charges to Graham 
& Co. Meanwhile, the defendants had, 
on the 30th September 1914, intimated to 
the plaintiffs that they had received invoices 
for the goods (copies whereof were enclosed); 
no mention, however, was made of the 
seizure of the ship; indeed, there is nothing 
to show that either party was, at that 
date, aware of what had happened. On 
arrival of the goods in Calcutta, there 
was some controversy between the parties 
as to whether the plaintiffs or the defendants 
were liable to bear the charges imposed 
by the Prize Court. The plaintiffs denied 
their liability in this respect, with the 
result that the defendants disposed of the 
goods in the market. On the 18th March 
1915, the plaintiffs instituted the present 
action for the recovery of Rs. 3,5 /3-14 6 
as damages for failure of the defendants 
to deliver the goods in terms of the contract. 
The defendants resisted the claim substan- 
tially on the ground that the contract became 
void when war broke out on the 4th August 
2914. Mr. Justice Chaudhuri has overruled 
this contention and has given the plaintiffs a 
decree for damages, which he has assessed 
at Rs. 2,500. On the persent appeal, the 
defendants h*ve reiterated the ground 
which they urged unsuccessfully in the 
Court below to enable them to escape 
from liability under the contract. The 
solution of the question raised clearly 
depends upon the nature of the • contra 
and the effect thereon of wellest^blish* 
legal principles, 
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The agreement between the parties 
constitutes what is known as a C. I. F. 
or C. F. I. (cost, freight and insurance) 
contract, subject to an important variation. 
The rights and liabilities of the parties to a 
C. I.F. contract were formulated by Hamilton, 
J., in Biddell Brothei s v. Clemens Borst Company 

(2) , in the following terms, which were 
approved by Kennedy, L. J., in his celebrated 
dissentient judgment in the Court of Appeal, 
Biddell Brothers v. Clemens Horst Company 

(3) , which was upheld by the House of Lords 
and characterised by Lord Loreburn, L. C , as 
a remarkable judgment illuminating the whole 
field of controversy, Clemens Horst A Company 
v. Biddell Brothers (4): “A seller under 
a contract of sale containing such terms 
has, firstly , to ship at the port of shipment 
goods of the description contained in the 
contract; secondly , to procure a contract of 
affreightment under which the goods will 
be delivered at the destination contemplated 
by the contract; thirdly , to arrange for an 
insurance upon the terms current in the trade 
which will be available for the benefit of the 
buyer; fourthly, to make out an invoice as 
described by Blackburn, J., in Ireland v. 
I/ivingstcne (5), or in some similar form; 
and finally , to tender these documents to 
the buyer, so that he may know what 
freight he has to pay and obtain delivery 
of the goods, if they arrive, or recover 
for their loss if they are lost on the voyage. 
Such terms constitute an agreement that 
the delivery of the goods, provided they 
are in conformity with the contract, shall 
be delivery on board ship at the port of 
shipment. It follows that, against tender 
of these documents, the Bill of Lading, 
Invoice and Policy of Insurance, which 
completes delivery in accordance with 
that agreement, the buyer must be ready and 
willing to pay the price.” [See also Houlder 
v. Public Works Commissioners (6).] In the 
case before us, there was this departure 
from the normal incidents of a C. I. F. 


(2) (1911) 1 K. I>. 214; 80 L. J. K. 15. 584. 

(3) (1911) 1 K. 15. 934 at p. 954; 10 0 m. Cas. 197; 

80 Ij. .1. K, 15. 584. 

(4) (1912) A. C. 18 at j>. 22; 81 L. J. K. 15. 42; 105 

L. T. 563; 56 S. J. 50; 28 T. 0. 11. 42; 17 Com. Cas. 

55; 12 Asp. M.C. 80. 

(5) (1872) 5 H. 0. 395; 41 L. J. 15. 201; 27 L. T. 

79. 

(6) (1908) A. C. 270 at p. 296; 77 L. .1. 1\ C. 58; 
98 L. T. 694; 11 Asp. M. 0.01. 


contract that the payment was to be 
made, not against the documents, but forty- 
eight days after the goods had been landed. 

It follows accordingly that the defendants 
were under no obligation to hand over the 
documents to the plaintiffs immediately on 
receipt thereof; they could tender the docu- 
ments on arrival of the goods or might take 
delivery themselves and make over the goods 
to the plaintiffs. The defendants argue that, 
in these circumstances, the contract became 
void on the 4th • August 1914, inasmuch 
as, on that date, one essential element there- 
of, namely, the contract of affreightment, 
bacame unlawful by reason of the outbreak 
of the war and consequently void. This 
contention raises the question of the effect of 
the outbreak of war on an executory contract 
made with an alien enemy before the war. 
Such a contraot is avoided or dissolved by 
the outbreak of war, if it enures to the aid of 
the enemy \_Fnrtado v. Rogers (7)] or if it is in 
its nature incapable of suspension \_Oriswold 
v. I Vaddington ( 8 ) 1 . A contract is deemed in 
its nature incapable of suspension if its proper 
performance necessitates intercourse with the 
enemy during the war [Esposito v. Bowden 
(1) The William Bagaley v. United State 
(9)] or where time is of the essence of the 
contract, or the parties cannot, on conclusion 
of peace, he made equal [ New York Life Insur- 
ance Co. v. Statham (10 ),Janson v. Driefontein 
Consol idated M in es Limited (11)]. The princi- 
ple which underlies this doctrine is best stat- 
ed in the words of Lord Tenterden quoted 
by Willes, J,, in Esposito v. Bowden (i): 

Another general rule of law furnishes 
a dissolution of these contracts” (i. e., for 
the carriage of goods in merchant ships) 
by matter extrinsic. If an agreement be 
made to do an act lawful at the time 
of such agreement, but afterwards, and 
before the performance of the act, the 
performance be rendered unlawful by the 
Government of the country, the agreement 
is absolutely dissolved. If, therefore, before 
the commencement of a voyage, war or 


(7) (1805) 3 lios. A Pul. 191; 127 E. R. 105; 6 R. R. 
752. 

(8) 15 Jlionson 57; 16 Jhonson 438. 

(9) 5 Wallace 397 at p. 407: >8 Law. Ed. 583. 

(10) 93 U. S. 24. 19 Am. Hop. 512. 

GO (19u2) A. C. 484; 71 L. J. K. 15. 867; 87 h. T. 
372; 18 T. L. It, 796;7 Com. Cas. 208. 
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hostilities should take place between the 
btate to which the ship or cargo belongs 
and that to which they are destined, or 
commerce between them be wholly prohibited, 
the contract for conveyance is at an end, 
the merchant must unload his goods, and 
the owners find another employment for 
their ship, and probably the same principles 
would apply to the same events happen- 
ing after the commencement and before 
the completion of the voyage.” Chancellor 
(lent adopts the same conclusion, for the reason 
that war, making performance unlawful 
or impossible either before or after its 
commencement dissolves the contract of 
affreightment. The contract of affreightment 
may be dissovled without execution, not 
on y by the act of the parties, but in 
many cases, by the act of the law. If 

the voyage beoomes unlawful or impossible 
to be performed, or if it be broken up, 
either before or after it has actually com- 
menced, by war or interdiction of commerce 
with the place of destination, the contract 
is dissolved. There is no difference in 
principle between a complete interdiction 
of commerce, which prevents the entry of 
the vessel, or a partial one, in relation to 

the merchandise on board, which prevents it 
being landed. The contract of affreightment 
in respect to the goods is dissolved, for 
the shipper oannot demand the delivery 
of the goods if the landing of them would 
expose the vessel to seizure. And if the 
voyage be broken up by capture on the pass- 
age, so as to cause a complete defeasance of the 
undertaking, the contract is dissolved, not- 
withstanding a subsequent re oaptnre.” (Com- 
mentaries, Volume III, page 248. See also 
olume I, page 66 The oontrary rule seems 

J?, hav . e ^ 8n for mulated in the French 
'-' ocle de Commerce, sections 276 277) This 
was recognised in Avery v . Bowden '(l2)' 
which shews that a oontract of affreightment 
may at once become void by the declaration 

( 1 3> a T See note to Clemontson v. Blessing 

The dcctrine that a contract entered into 

(12) (1855) 5 El & BI 7 14; 26 L. J. Q. B 49- 1 J,, r 
(n. s) 1167; 4 W. R. 93; 27 L. T. (o. s.) 1 9- 1 q 
E. R. 647: llf R.E.1 95 on appeal 6 El & Bl. 953; 26 
n. .!. Q. B. 3; 3 Jur. ( N. s.) 238; 5 W. R. 45- 28 L 
T, /° B > ]1 9 E. R. 1119; J06 R. R. 882. ' 

156 E R 776. } U EX ‘ 136i 3 W - E ’ 51 °- 106 *• B- 46b 
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before war is dissolved by the outbreak of war, 
when its performance would involve “trading 
with the enemy”, has been recognised in the 
recent cases of Duncan Fox Sr Go y. Schrempft 
SfBonke (14), Ami told Karberg Sr Co. v. Blythe , 
Green , Jourdain Sr Co. (15) and The Parcheni 

(16) , and an instructive application is fur- 
nished by the decision in Nissim Isaac Bekhor 
v. Sultanalli Shustary (17), which further 
adopts the view taken in Groom v. Barber 

(18) , that the seller is not bound, in a 

contract, to provide the purchaser 
with a policy covering war risks. The 

decision in In re Weiss $ Co.; Weiss Co., 
Ld.y. Credit Colonial et Commerical , Antwerp 

(19) is not in conflict with the principle 

already enunciated, and is clearly dis- 

tinguishable on the ground that the goods had 
been captured by the enemy before tender of 
the documents. I see no escape from 

the position, in the case before us, that 

the contract of affreightment was dissolved 
on the date of the outbreak of the war 
as the sellers could not thereafter insist 
on its performance by an alien enemy. In 
this view, the conclusion is inevitable that 
the contract for supply of goods also became 
void on that date. 

The plaintiffs contend, however, that no ques- 
tion of the complete execution of the con- 
tract of affreightment properly arises in 
this case, inasmuch as the goods were in 
fact ultimately brought to their destination 
by ss. isteinturn *\ This argument is 
obviously fallacious. The substance of the 
matter is that the goods were not and 
could not be carried to the port of destina- 
tion under the original contract of afferight- 
ment. This is manifest from the proceed- 
ings in the Prize Court. The ship and 
cargo were seized, and although the ship 
alone was condemned while the cargo was 
released, the release was conditional on the 
payment of freight and charges as deter- 
mmed by the Prize Court. That the cargo 
was properly released is clear from the 

l 8 Cargo < Er - ss - Rappenfels ( 20 ) 

04) (19' o) IK. B. 365; 84 L. J. K B 7?o „ 

appeal (1915) 3 K. B. 355; 84 L. J KB 2206 

(15) 0915) 2 K. B. 386; 84 L. J K B ,673 

Tim Vt 6 ! 1 K p V a j 85 L ' K. B. 665. J 0n 

. (16) 1 Trehern P. C. 579. 

(17) 28 Jnd. Cas.433; 40 B. 1J. 17 R om r p 0 „ n 

(18) (1915) 1 K. B. 3-6; 84 U K B 8W ‘ 

” ^ * B- 346; 86 L J ^ 533 

UO) 30 Ind. Cas. 174; 42 C. 334. 
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as the ^property in the cargo had at 
the time of capture vested in the consignees, 
British subjects [see the observations of 
Kennedy. L. J., in Biddell Brothers v. Clemens 
Horst Co. (3)1; hut it is equally clear that 
the Prize Court and the Prize Court alone 
had jurisdiction to determine the question 
of freight and the conditions whereon the 
cargo should be released [ The Corsican 
Prince (21)1. As explained by Sir Samuel 
Evans, the Prize Court deals with such 
claims in accordance with the Law of 
Nations and upon equitable principles freed 
from contracts, which almost always cease 
to have effect upon capture or seizure, by 
reason of the non-appearance or non-com- 
pletion of the contract of affreightment; it 
may, indeed, discard the contract rate al- 
together even as a basis for assessment or 
calculation [The Twilling Riget (2.0 1 It is 
further indisputable that where the ship is 
condemned but the goods released, the Crown 
is entitled to impose the payment of freight 
as a condition of their release and has a 
lien on them till it is paid L The Fortuna 
(23), The Diana (24), The Vrow Anna 
Catharina (25), The Vrow Henrietta (2G\ 
The Roland (27), Tie Parcliim ( . 6) | . 
Consequently, the fact that the goods 
were brought to Calcutta ultimately 
by ss. “ Slei),htrn u is of no assistance to 
the plaintiffs: it was essentially a new voyage 
under new conditions; it was in no sense 
a continuation of the original voyage in 
fulfilment of t lie contiact of affreightment, 
in the language of Chancellor Kent, that 
voyage was broken up by capture so as 
to cause a complete defeasance of the under- 
taking. The original Bills of Lading would 
be of no avail whatever, unless the con- 
signee complied with the conditions imposed 
by the Prize Couit; they would be useful 
for identification of the consignee in whose 
favour the Prize Court had decided to release 
the goods, hut they had ceased to he opera- 
tive legal documents, and delivery on their 
basis could not be claimed as a matter of 
right. 1 hold accordingly that the contract 

of affreightment and therewith the C. I. E. 

(21) (19 1G) P-. 195; 1 Trolicyn 1\ C. 178. 

(22) 5 C. Rob. 82; 1 K I\ C. -180. 

(23) ( 1802) 4 C Rob. 278; 1 E. !\ C. 392. 

.21) (1803) 5 C. Rob. b7, 1 E. I’. 0. 124. 

.25) 1800) f» O. Rob. 209; 1 E. I\ C. .'>52. 

I: 0) 5 0. Rob. 75; 1 E. P. C. 427. 

(27) 1 T roliri u 1*. 0, 188, 


contract of sale became void on the 4th 
August 1914. Consequently, the rights and 
liabilities of the parties thereafter must be 
determined with reference to the second 
paragraph of seotion 56 of the Indian Con- 
tract Act. That paragraph, so far as it 
applies to the present case, provides that a 
contract to do an act which, after the contract 
is made, becomes unlawful by reason of some 
event which the promiser could not prevent, 
becomes void when the act becomes unlawful. 
As pointed out in Karl Ettlinger v. Chagandas 
«$• Co. (28), this provision deals with a case 
where the act to be done was at the time the 
contract was made lawful but a legal prohi- 
bition has supervened before the performance 
of the contract. In such a case, the con- 
tract becomes void, and no question of 
damages for breach thereof arises. The 
plain language of section 56 thus renders 
unnecessary a discussion of the refined dis- 
tinctions observed in English Law in cases 
of impossibility of performance, as illustrat- 
ed by the recent decisions in Horlock v. 
Beal (29) and Tomplin Steamship Co. v. Anglo* 
Mexican Petroleum Co. (30). Prom this stand- 
point, the correspondence between the parties 
as to the delivery of (lie goods is of no 
assistance to the plaintiffs. The defendants 
no doubt, at one stage, offered to deliver 
the goods to the plaintiffs on certain terras, 
on the assumption that the contract was 
then in full operation. The proposed terms, 
however, were not aooepted; there was thus 
no new agreement, nor did the principle 
of estoppel become applicable, as the plaint- 
iffs are not shown to have altered their 
position in any manner by reliance on the 
conduct of the defendants. The olaim of 
the plaintiffs is thus based on an alleged 
breach of an agreement which had become 
void long before the date when the breach 
is said to have taken place. In my opinion, 
such a claim cannot be sustained. 

On these grounds, I agree that this 
appeal must be allowed and the suit dismissed 
with costs. 

Appeal allowed. 

(28) 33 I ml. Cas. 205; 17 Rom. L. It. 1087; 40 R. 
301. 

(20) (1916) 1 A. C. 486. 

(30) (1916) App. Cas. 397. 
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of 1916. 

November 29, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Stanyon, A. J. C. 

ABU BAKAR ABDUL RAHIMAN & Co. 

— Defendants — A pplicants 

vers us 

RAMBUX — Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1908), ss. 22, 23, 24, 
scope of Transfer of case to Court not subordinate to 
same High Court , whether competent. 

Section 24, Civil Procedure Code, 1908, is exhaustive 
of the judicial power to transfer suits, and no Court 
has jurisdiction to transfer any suit from one Court 
to another unless both Courts are subordinate to it 
[p. 39 1, col. 2.] 

Even where a High Court has power to declare 
whether or not a suit shall proceed in a Court subor- 
dinate to it, it has no power to compel irs institution 
in any Court beyond its jurisdiction, [p. 395, col. 1,] 

The transfer of a suit from one Court to another is 
something entirely different in character and legal 
effect from making an order for the return of a 
plaint by one Court with a view to its beina- pre- 
sented in another, [p. 394, col. 2.] 

The Hon’ble Mr, M. F. Joshi and Mr. F. F. 
Chitnle, for the Applicants. 

JUDGMENT. — The plaintiff Rambux 
carries on business at Khamgaon in West 
Berar. The defendants are a firm carrying 
on business in Bombay, where the defend- 
ants constituting the firm personally reside. 
The defendants have acted as commission 
agents of the plaintiff, and it is said that 
the business was this that the plaintiff 
was to buy cotton, have it ginned and 
pressed into bales at Khamgaon, and then 
consign it to the defendants who were to sell 
it for him in Bombay. According to the 
defendants, who are the applicants before 
me, this business, carried on partly in 
Khamgaon and partly in Bombay, resulted in 
Rs. 4,123-4-3 being due to them by Rambux 
in Sambat 1970 (1913-14 a. d.) and to a 
balance of Rs. 41-2-9 against him in Sambat 
1971 (1914.15 a. d.) 

On the 13th July 1916, Rambux filed a 
suit against the defendants in the Court of 
the Subordinate Judge of Khamgaon, claim- 
ing Rs. 5,000 as due to him. The defend- 
ants have raised a plea that the Subordinate 
Judge has no jurisdiction and the plea has 
been disallowed. Before me it is conceded 
that the Khamgaon Court has jurisdiction 
over the plaintiff’s suit, but an application 
is now made with the object of obtainin * 
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a transfer of the suit to the Bombay High 
Court on its original side. The application 
purports to be made under section 23 (3) 
of the Civil Procedure Code, 1908, as applied 
to Berar. 

Having heard the applicants, I am of 
opinion — 

(1) that I have no power to direct any 
transfer of a suit to any Court not subordinate 
to this Court: 

(2) that even though I may have power 
to declare whether or not the suit in this 
case shall proceed in the Court of the 
Subordinate Judge of Khamgaon, I have 
no power to compel its institution in any 
Court beyond my jurisdiction: and 

(3) that no sufficient ground is made 
out for a declaration that the suit 
shall not proceed in the Khamgaon 
Court. 

Sections 22 and 23 of the above Code lay 
down the procedure to be followed where a 
suit may be instituted in more than one 
Court, and the power of the Court to which 
application is made is limited to a power to 
‘ determine in which of the several Courts 
having jurisdiction the suit shall proceed.” 
Section 24 of the same Code is exhaustive 
of the judicial power to transfer suits, and 
no Court is given jurisdiction to transfer 
any suit from one Court to another, unless 
both such Courts are subordinate to it. 
Section 25 deals with a special case of 
transfer by the Governor-General in Council 
with which we have no concern here, since 
this is not the ease of a suit pending in a 
High Court presided over by a single Judge.” 
Thus it is clear that no order could be made 
by this Court directing the transfer of the 
suit from the Court of the Subordinate Judge 
of Khamgaon to any Court in the Presidency 
of Bombay, and least of all to the Bombay 
High Court itself. 

Then, as regards the power under sections 
22 and £3 (3), the law seems to be singularly 
inapt and inconclusive. The marginal 
heading to section 22 describes it as giving a 
power to transfer suits which may be institut- 
ed in more than one Court, but this is clearly 
misleading in respect of cases where the 
scveial Couits are cot subordinate to the 
same jurisdiction. It seems expecient, 
therefore, to reproduce section 22, and to 
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consider it in the light of the connected 
section 23. Section 22 is in these terms: — 
Where asnit may be instituted in any one 
of two or more Courts and is instituted in one 
of such Courts, any defendant, after notice to 
the other parties, may, at the earliest possible 
opportunity ana in all cases where issues are 
settled at or before such settlement, apply to 
have the suit transferred to another Court, 
and the Court to which such application is 
made, after considering the objections of the 
other parties (if any), shall determine in 
which of the several Courts having jurisdic- 
tion the suit shall proceed.” 

It will be seen that no express power is 
given in this section to make the transfer. 
The Court to which application is made is 
required to select one of the several Courts 
having jurisdiction. But when, as a result 
of that selection falling on a Court other 
than that in which the suit has been insti- 
tuted, a transfer becomes necessary, then the 
Court must proceed under section 24. 

Section 23 indicates under three heads the 
Court to which an application under section 
22 is to be made. (1) Where the several 
Courts are subordinate to the same Appellate 
Court, the application goes before the latter; 
(2) where the several Courts are subordinate 
to different Appellate Courts but to the same 
High Court, the application must go to the 
High Court; and M) where the several 
Courts having jurisdiction over the suit are 
subordinate to different High Courts, the 
application must be made to the High Court 
having authority over the Court in which 
the suit lias been instituted. In the first 
two of these cases, the Court empowered to 
decide under section 22 also has jurisdiction 
to transfer under section 24. But in the 
third case there is no power of transfer, 
and the question is whether section 22, under 
which the application to ho made is one for 
transfer , can be interpreted to mean that, in 
a ca*-e like the present, the Court to which 
the application is made, being powerless to 
transfer, may nevertheless direct that the 
plaint be returned to the plaintiff for pre- 
sentation to some Court under another 
provincial jurisdiction. I' o doubt that was 
a cr urse considered possible under section 22 
of the 1882 Code (between which and the 
present section 22 the difference is purely 

syntactical) by Straight and Mahmood, JJ., 


in Tula Ram v. Harjiwan Das (1). i do not 
think that the law is made any clearer by the 
fact that what was once a separate section 
(24 in the 18S2 Code) has now been made a 
part of section 23 of the present Code. 
Indeed, it has only added to the confusion : 
for section 23 deals with applications for 
transfer under section k2, and, in connection 
with sub- section (3), such an application 
becomes an absurdity, since no High Court 
can order a transfer into the jurisdiction of 
another High Court. The device, under Act 
VIII of 1859, by which such transfers were 
made subject to an agreement among the 
High Courts concerned, was not reproduced 
in the Codes of 187/ and 1882. Apparently 
there are reasons why a power of transfer, 
similar to that given to the Governor-General 
in Council under section 527 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, 1898, should not be 
incorporated in the Code of Civil Procedure, 
except to the very limited extent enacted by 
section 24, which applies only to cases 
pending in a High Court presided over by 
a single Judge, e>. g , the Court of the 
Judicial Commissioner of the N.-W, F, 
Province, or of Chota Nagpur. The result 
i9 that, in dealing with transfers of saits, 
the Legislature has reached an impasse or 
cul-de-sac , and it has added sub section (3) 
for whatever it may be worth. To my 
mind, its value for the purposes of procedure 
is nil. 

To transfer a suit from one Court to 
another is something entirely different in 
character and legal effect from making an 
order for the return of a plaint by one 
Court with a view to its being presented 
in another. A transfer can never raise a 
question of limitation: but a 9 uit is only 
duly instituted so as to stop the running 
of time when the plaint is presented to 
the proper Court. Suppose a suit is instituted 
in a Central Provinces or Berar Court on 
the last day allowed by the Limitation 
Act, and, on an application made by the 
defendant, a decision i9 made by this Court 
that such suit should proceed in a Court in 
Bombay which also has jurisdiction over it. 
In the absence of a power of transfer this 
Court then orders that the plaint should 


_ ( M f> A . 00; A . \\\ x. (\'H2) 1(54; 3 lad. Hoc (,\\ s.) 
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^e : ' returned for presentation to the Bombay 
Court-. Wheri the plaint is presented to 
that Court the suit will be time-barred, 
and it does not seem right that the plain- 
tiff should be left to the chance of sav- 
ing time under section 14 of the Limitation 
Aot. 

Moreover, the decision provided for by 
section 22 is a decision for the immediate 
purpose of a transfer for which the defend- 
ant applies under that section. Where 
the Court has no power to transfer it seems 
logical to argue that it has no power to 
decide, notwithstanding that sub-section (3) 
of section 23 permits the making of a useless 
application. A. decision by me that the suit 
now in question is a suit within the Original 
Civil Jurisdiction of the Bombay High Court 
and shall proceed in that Court would not 
bind that tribunal in any way. It may 
be that by implication I have power also 
to decide that the suit shall not proceed 
in the Khamgaon Court. But, while such 
a deoision would be intelligible where, by 
transfer, I could find a substitute Court 
°r the plaintiff, it becomes arbitrary and 
unjust where I merely refuse him access to 
a jurisdiction to which he is legally entitled 
to resort, and give him nothing in return 
or it. I, therefore, hold that I am not em- 
powered under section 22 of the Code of 
ivil Procedure to order that the suit shall 
proceed in the Bombay High Court: and I 
seriously doubt whether I am competent 
,? ^at the suit shall not proceed in 

e Khamgaon Court which has jurisdiction 
over ifc, unless I can send th6 suit for trial 

y some other competent Court subordinate 
to this Court. 

Finally, supposing that I am competent to 
o ose the doors of the Khamgaon Court to the 
P aintiff after evicting him therefrom without 
opening the doors of another Court for him, 
ave to see whether the defendants have 
JBa e out a case to justify me in doing so. 

0 grounds advanced are these: — 

. that the plaintiff has sued on the deal- 
ings o Sambat 1971 without bringing into 

wV wu a oross * cl aim for over Rs. 4, COO 
. 10 , ® defendants have against him in 

ft** the dea . lin 8® of Sambat 1970; ' 

aria d,8 Pn^ e between the parties 

whink noaildy out of that part of the business 

^vas transacted in Bombay; 
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(3) that a settlement of accounts once took 
place in Bombay; 

(4) that the defendants’ books of account 
and witnesses are in Bombay; 

(5) that the trial can be held more con- 
veniently in Bombay. 

1 can find no reason here for taking the 
very exceptional course asked for, even 
though, had transfer been permissible, I 
might, subject to the contentions of the plain- 
tiff, have been disposed to order a trans- 
fer. Books can be brought to Khamgaon, 
witnesses can be examined on commission, 
and there is no reason for preferring the 
convenience of the defendants to that of the 
plaintiff. 

For the above reasons the application is 
dismissed without notice to the other side. 
The suit will proceed in the Khamgaon 
Court. 

Application dismissed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal prom Appellate Decree No. 1500 

of 19 4. 

June 23, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Teunon. 

llai NALINAKHYA BASU Badadur 

AND ANOTHER — PLAINTIFFS — APPELLANTS 

versus 

Hon'ble Maharajadhirai Sir BIJOY CHAND 
MAHATAP Bahadur and others — 
Defendant s — Respondents. 

Bengal Village Chaukidari Act ( Vi B. C. of 1870), 
f?. 51— Chowkidari Chakran lands — Putnidar, liability 
of, to pay additional rent. 

Where there is nothing to suggest in the terms of 
a putni lease that in any event a larger or smaller 
rent is to be paid for the putni, the putnidars are 
not liable to pay any additional rent in respect of 
the choivkidari chakran lands resumed and trans- 
ferred to the zemindar under section 51 of Act VI 
of 1870, which the putnidars have a right to hold as 
forming part of their putni. [p. 397, col. 1.] " r 

Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, Buidwan, dated the 25th of February 
1914, modifying that of the Subordinate 
Judge, 2nd Court of that district, dated 
the 17th August 1912* 
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FACTS material to the report will appear 
from the following extracts from the judg- 
ment of the lower Appellate Court: — 

"Certain chakran lands were resumed under 
the Chowkidari Act and settled with the 
zemindar t who is the Maharaja of Burdwan. 
The lands are in Movza Chakta which forms 
a part of the putni Nispi Kella. The plaint- 
iffs are the putnidars . It appears that after 
resumption there was some proposal of settl- 
ing the lands with the putmdars % but it fell 
through and the lands were settled with the 
original holders of the service lands. The 
plaintiffs brought this suit to enforce their 
rights. The Subordinate Judge who tried 
the suit decreed it. The Maharaja of 
Burdwan has appealed. 

It is argued that the terms of the 
contract are exactly the same as in the 
case of Qirish Chandra Roy v. Hem Chandra 
Roy (l) and in the case of Troilakhya Nath 
Chowdhury y. Ramdoyal Samanta (2). The 
judgment of the District Judge in the latter 
case has been produoed and it appears that 
the terms are the same. It does not appear, 
however, that it was brought to the notice of 
the Judges that there were two classes of 
chakran lands in those days. 

The learned Bleeder for the appellant 
relies on the case of Nitya Nund Hazra 
v. Maharajadhiraj Be joy Chand M oh at ah 
(3). In Banwari Mukunda Deb v. Bidhu 
Sundar Thakur (4) the zemindar won the 
suit because he was in enjoyment of 
the chowkidars ’ services and had the power 
to appoint them. On the other hand the fact 
thatthexcmzWar wasentitled to appoint chorcki- 
dars was held, in the case of ( Firish Chandra 
Roy v. Flew Chandra Roy (1) quoted above, 
not to have created in him an interest in the 
lands held by the chowkidars and it was held 
that the putnidar was entitled to the lands. 
My impression is that in those days the 
parties as a rule were not very particular as 
to who had the right to appoint. In this 
case the zemindar reserved the right, but 16 
years afterwards gave up that right cheerfully. 
There was no thought of any resumption pro- 
ceedings. But inasmuch as the putnidar is 
entitled to all the lands, and inasmuch as 

(1) 5 0. L J. 28. 

(2) IOC. \V. N. kvii (07). 

(3) 7 0. h. J. 393. 

(4) 12 C. W. N. 439; 7 0. I, J, 439; 35 0. 340. 
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the lands had not been excepted from the 
putni lease, I am of opinion that the putni- 
dar is enti led to the lands. I am, there- 
fore, in agreement with the finding of the 
learned Subordinate Judge. 

As to the right of the zemindar to a share 
in the profits, I am of opinion that the 
zemindar is entitled to a share. As has been 
held in certain cases the putnidar cannot look 
upon the lands as a sort of windfall. In 
this case particularly all we have to go upon 
is that the zemindar did not reserve the 
chowkidari lands for himself. He reserved 
the right to appoint chowkidars but gave it 
up. There was no contemplation at the time 
of any resumption proceedings. There is 
nothing to show that the chowkidari chakran 
lands were taken into account when the 
putni was created, nor do we know of the 
mode in which the rent was assessed at the 
inception of the putni. There are no ma- 
terials, however, to come to a decision on the 
point. There was one case in which the 
Judges divided the profits half and half. The 
Courts have to set up an arbitrary standard 
but since by the putni the zemindar parts 
with all the lands, a fairer distribu- 
tion would be to give the zemindar one- 
third of tho profits. I shall give the 
zemindaf one- third. Rs. 13S-4 annas goes to 
the chowkidari fund. The tt rn indar will get 
that from the plaintiffs. He will get also 
one-third of Rs. 13S-4-0, i.e t Rs. 46-1-3 as 
additional rent. With this modification the 
appeal fails.” 

Babus Bepin Behary Ghose % //, Lalit Mohan 
(}hose and Satindra Nath Mukerjee , for tho 
Appellants. 

Babus Sarat ( 'oomer Bose t Sajani Kanto Sinha 
and Biraj Mohan }fajunular t for the Re- 
spondents. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an appeal from 
the judgment of the learned District 
Judge of Burdwan, dated the 23th February 
1914, modifying the decision of the Subordi- 
nate Judge of that plaoe. The suit was 
brought for possession of certain resumed 
chowkidari chakran lands by the putnidars 
against the landlord and the persons 
with whom he had settled the lands after re- 
sumption. Various defences were raised in the 
suit, but we are not concerned with them 
in the present appeal. The putnidars held 
under a document in writing, one portion of 
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which, namely the kabuliat , is before the Court. 
Both the lower Courts have found that 
the resumed lands were, in fact, included 
in the putni lease which was granted 
to the plaintiffs. Under section 51 of Act 
VJ (B. C.) of lb70, on an order for 
resumption being made, “such order shall 
operate to transfer to such zemindar the 
land therein mentioned subject to the 
amount of assessment therein mentioned 
and subject to all contracts theretofore 
made in respect of, under or by virtue 
of which any person other than the 
zemindar may have any land.” That be- 
ing so, the only question that arises > in 
this appeal is whether, under the terms 
of the contract which created the putni , 
the putnidars are liable to pay any 
additional rent in respect of the re- 
sumed lands which both the lower Courts 
lmve found were comprised in the putni , 
The decisions that have been cited before 
os do not really assist the case at all. 
In those cases, the facts are not'reported 
and we have not the terms of the con- 
tracts creating the putnis in those cases. 
In this case we have got to construe 
the contract which is before u? and that 
construction is not assisted by the con- 
struction put upon the other leases because we 
hB-ve not got the terms of those leases 
before us. In the present case there 
is the finding, which we must assume to 
be correct, that those lands form part of the 
lands let out in putni . The rent is a 
fixed rent and there is nothing to suggest 
on the terms of this document that in 
any event a larger or smaller rent is to 
be paid. In fact the document expressly 
states that in certain events the land be- 
ing rendered unfit for use for the pur- 
poses for which it was granted, the 
putnidars would obtain no remission of 
the rent. There is nothing on the terms 
of the contract that can possibly suggest 
that the landlord, in any particular event, 
is to get any increased rent in respect 
of the land that is comprised in the putni. 
What were the terms of the contracts in the 
cases referred to, we do not know. In this 
case it is quite clear on the teims of the 
contract that the landlord is not entitled 
to get any increased rent with respect to 
the property let out. That being so, we 
?nu6t set aside the decree of the learned 


District Judge and restore the decree of 

the Subordinate Judge. The respondents 

who have appeared in this appeal must 

pay the costs of the appellants in this 

Court as well as in the proceedings in 
the lower Courts. 

Appeal allowed. 



i Uiuu L/UUKT 

ArPEAL FROM Order No. 15 OF 1917 
with Rule No. 51 of 1917. 
February 13, 1917. 

Present-.— Mr. Justice Beachcroft and 
Mr. Justice Walmsley 
URMILA SUNDARI DAS1— 

Appellant 

versus 

RATI KANTA SAHA and minor 
HIRNMOr SAHA, ut bps guaretan 
11ATI KANTA SAHA_B b „„““”_ 

Opposite Farties. 

buard,a„sand Hard* Act ( V1U of J890), ... 32 4 3 _ 

baa, d, an, suspend, on of, eject uf-Court, power’ of to 
suspend guardian — Construction of s 32 1 

Anti J° nl i S ° f SCCt i°" 32 of thu Guardians and Wards 
Act are wide enough to cover an order of 

of the guardian by the Judge as susnon.in? • 
effect a total restriction for a tLTTZZ 
of the guardian, [p. 369, col. 1.] powers 

The suspension of a guardian for a time does not 

deprive the Court of power to deal with him sub 
sequently. [p. 399 , eel. 1 .] bu0 ' 

a , ” uardia, ‘. actual!}- been removed or 
ischaiged, lie remains a guardian even though his 

powers may have been curtailed and the Court 1 as 

authority under the Aet to pass such orders on him 

as are necessary for the protection of the minor's 
property, [p. 399, col. ].] imnoi b 

t j PPe fr ?* ain8t the ord ers of the District 
J “ d ^ a 1 dla ' dated the 16th December 1916 
and 10th January 1917, respectively. 

FACTS of the case appear from the iudi? 
ment. J 8 

Babu D, N, Ghakraburtty. fwith 
Balm Varan, nibasi Mukherjee), for the 

Appellant.- The appellant ’claims tbl 

WH e The ad r 8at d e ^ Under her ^band’s 
Will. The adoption did not divest her interest. 

In the petition shewing cause why she should 
not be removed from guardianship, she dis- 
tinctly set up her interest as a legatee with 

TTd i!° b ? r busband ’ s estate. She said 

own right 

and not as guardian for the minor The 
orders restraining her from exercising acts of 
possession are ultra vires. The Judge must 
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have passed the orders under section 43, 
clause 1. After the Judge had suspended 
the guardian and she had repudiated her 
character as such, she was no longer subject 
to the jurisdiction of the Court as “a guardian 
appointed or declared by the Court.” 


The Judge in guardianship proceedings has 
no jurisdiction to interfere with the posses- 
sion of a person claiming title to the estate. 
He may a9k the newly appointed guardian to 
institute a suit for determination of the title. 
It is evident that the lady’s brother after 
having succeeded in persuading her to adopt 
his son is now trying to turn her out of 
possession of her husband’s estate. 


Babu Ram Chandra Mazoomdar (with him 
Babu Upendra Narain Bagchi ), for the Re- 
spondents. — The Judge had ample jurisdiction 
to pass the orders complained of. The 
guardian has not as yet been removed or 
discharged, she has only been suspended. 
Her powers would cease only by death, re- 
moval or discharge (section 41). She is, 
therefore, still subject to the jurisdiction of 
the Court and the Coui,t c m define or res- 
trict her powers (section 32). 

Babu Baramisibasi Mukhcrjrc , in reply. — Sec- 
tion 32 has no application. It presupposes 
the continuance of guardianship. The appel- 
lant had renounced her character as guardian 
and claimed an independent title to the pro- 
perty. She has subsequently expressly 
prayed for a discharge and the Judge has 
accepted her resignation. 

| B LACK CKO FT, J. — The application for 
a discharge wa9 subsequent to the orders 
complained of] 

We shall be satistied if your Lordships 
say that those orders have no longer any 
binding effect upon the appellant. 


Besides, the words in section 32 ‘define or 
restrict” can only apply to taking away from 
the guardian some of his powers while re- 
taining others. They cannot mean in their 
ordinary sense taking away all powers of the 
guardian and giving them to a different 
person, riz. t the temporary guardian ap- 
pointed under clause 1 of section 12. This 
is clear also from the context. Section 32 
says that the Court can either “extend” 
the powers or define and restrict”, that is to 
say, curtail the powers. Section 12 says in 
so many words that the temporary guardian 


cannot dispossess a person in possession [vide 
clause 3 (6), section 12, Act VIII of 1890], 

JUDGMENT. 

Bkachorofl', J. — One Haripada Shaha died 
in 1897. He left a Will by which he gave 
his widow the power to adopt. In 1907, his 
widow, Urmila Sundari, adopted Hiranmoy 
Shaha, the son of her late husband’s brother. 
In 1911, on her own application, she was 
appointed guardian of the person and pro- 
perty of the minor. In 1916, for reasons into 
which it is unnecessary to enter, the District 
Judge oalled upon her to show cause why 
she should not be removed from the guardian- 
ship, and on the 24th July 1916, he passed an 
order suspending her guardianship in these 
words: The guardianship of Urmila Sundari 
Dasi is suspended and Rati Kauta Shaha is 
appointed guardian provisionally.” 

It was alleged that in spite of this order 
Urmila continued to deal with the minor’s 

• f . 

property. The District Judge, therefore, on 
the loth December passed an order issuing 
a notice to her. warning her against realising 
rents from the tenants of the minor as her 
guardianship had been suspended, lie also 
had a notice put in the local paper warning 
the tenants not to pay rent to her gomastas. 
He addod that the present proceeding would 
be confined to a consideration of the fitness of 
Urmila for guardianship. Apparenly a far- 
ther complaint was made against her and on 
the 10th January of this year, the Judge 
passed another order restraining her from 
tho acts alleged against her and ordering her 
not to interfere with the reailsation of rents 
from the minor’s tenants. 

The present appeal is lodged against these 
two orders of the 16th December and 10th 
January. There is also a Rule for setting 
aside the same orders in case it is hold that 
thero is no right of appeal. 

The only argument which has been address- 
ed to us is that, in view of the learned 
Judge’s order suspending the widow from 
acting as guardian, the Court had no jurisdic- 
tion to pass the orders complained of, which 
orders, it is suggested, must have been passed 
under section 43 of the Act, and could only 
bo passed against the widow on the footing 
that she continued to be the guardian. In 
reply it was suggested that the Court has 
inherent jurisdiction to pass any orders 
which would be for the protection of the 
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interests of the minor, irrespective of the 
actual terms of the Statute. And though the 
appellant did not attack the order of suspen- 
sion, for which order the Act does not 
in specific terms provide, it was suggested 
that that order also could have been passed 
in the exercise of the Court’s inherent 
powers. It was further argued that the 
Court’s jurisdiction over the guardian did not 
cease until the discharge of the guardian. 

It seems to me that it is not necessary to 
invoke the inherent jurisdiction of the Court 
in this case, for I am of opinion that the 
words of section 32 are wide enough to cover 
the Judge’s order of suspension. That section 
provides that the Court may from time to 
time, by order, define, restrict or extend his 
( i • guardian’s) powers with respect to 

the property of the ward in such manner and 
to such extent as it may consider to be for 
the advantage of the ward and consistent 
with the law to which the ward is subject.” 

The order of suspension of the guardian 
seems to me to be covered by these words, 
for suspension is in effect a total restriction 
for a time of the powers of the guardian. 

Then it seems to me impossible to hold that 
the effect of such a restriction of the guar- 
dian’s powers is to deprive the Court of 
power to deal with the guardian. Until the 
guardian has actually been removed or discbarg. 
ed, he remains the guardian even though his 
power may have been curtailed and the Court 
has authority under the Act to pass such orders 
as are necessary for the protection of the 
minor’s property. The orders of 16th Decem- 
ber and 10th January may be looked upon 
as enforcing in detail the order of suspension. 
Whether they were passed under section 32 
or under section 43 is immaterial: so far 
as they dealt with the minor’s property they 
were clearly within the competence of the 
Judge to make. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Execution of Decree Appeal No. 47 of 1916. 

January 26, 1917. 

„ T Present:— Mr. Lindsay, J. C. 

SUGHRA BEGAM — J udgment-debtor 

Appellant 

versus 

LACHHMI NARAIN, minor, under the 
guardianship of Musammat INDRANI and 

i N ° ( T “ ER ~ DE . CREE - B °LDERs— R espondents 

ThP m " ~ Pa , rd » nashin ^-Fraudulent conduct 
n Jl e T B that a j ud g>nent-debtor, who is a 

pat da nash at lady, keeps her door closed is ner se no 

evidence at all of fraudulent conduct on her part 

unless there is anything- to show that she deliberately 

does so or attempts to do so against the evecutW 
officer, [p. <00, col, 1 .] executing 

Appeal against the order of the Addi- 
tional Judge Lucknow, dated the 12th 
September 1916, upholding that of the Sub- 

1916 ate Judge ’ [juoknow . dated the 26th May 

Mr Muhammad Wasim, for the Appellant. 

Bab us Sahg R am and Hari Kishen Dhaon 
ror the respondents. * 


It is unnecessary to consider the question 

• 6 ®‘ uar ^ lan 8 subsequent resignation in 
this proceeding. Indeed it would be out 
of place to do so. 

This appeal, in my opinion, ought to be 
dismissed with costs. We assess the hear- 
ing fee at three gold mohurs . 

The Rule is discharged. We allow no 
ex parte costs. 

Walmsley, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed) Rule discharged. 


JUDGMENT. — The Question to be deter- 

ruined in this case is whether it has been 
proved .hat the appellant judgment-debtor, 
Musammat Sughra Regain, prevented by fraud 

her h^7l U °H ° f a mone y- decree against 
her held by the respondent Lachhmi Narain. 

ihe question arose in connection with 
an application for execution made more than 
twelve years after the date of the decree. 
Ihe decree-holder alleged that the 
judgment-debtor had rendered previous 
applications for execution, elven in number, 
lnrructuous by conduct amounting to fraud 

The fraud alleged was (1) that Musammat 
Sughra Begam kept the door of her house 
shut against the process-servers who went 
to attach her property, and (2) that she had 
dishonestly removed her property so as to 

.mch Jr° d ‘ h,> ”“ b 

The burden of proving fraud lay upon the 
decree-holder and the point to be decided is 
whether or not that burden was discharged. 
Both the Courts below have found that fraud 
was committed: the argument in second appeal 
is that there is no evidenoe to support the 
finding. The only direct evidence in the 
case consists of the deposition of a process- 
server, Ram Dulare, the substance of whose 
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statement is that having on three or four 
occasions been entrusted with warrants of 
attachment, he went to the judgment debtor’s 
house and found the door closed. He admits 
that he was able to get it opened 
with the assistance of some man who used 
to sit outside and whom he at first described 

a servant of the judgment debtor. He had 
to admit, however, in cross-examination that 
lie was unable to say whether the man 
was a servant or not. I le further deposes, 
though his statement is very vague in this 
respect, that since the enactment of the 
present Civil Procedure Code which autho- 
rises the breaking open of an outer door 
for the purpose of attaching property he 
has always found the lady’s door open when 
he has gone to execute tho deoreo. A further 
statement he makes is that when he has 
gained admittance to the premises he has 
never found any property worth taking, only 
a few beds, earthen vessels and tin uten- 
sils. 

As for the circumstantial evidence all we 
have is that nine out of eleven attempts 
to execute prior to the present one have 
been fruitless: the door seems on most occa- 
sions to have been found closed according 
to the returns made by the executing officer. 

The only other cricumstance to be men- 
tioned is that the lady, as a uasiqadar , is 
entitled to a monthly pension of Its. 200. 
I am not prepared on these materials to hold 
that there is any proof of conduct on the 
part of the judgment-debtor amounting 
to fraud. The fact that she keeps her 
door closed is per se no evidence at all of 
fraudulent conduct. That is conduct which 
would be perfectly natural in the case of a 
pardanushtn woman living in a oity like 
Lucknow and is quite consistent with the 
theory that she is an honest woman, a pre- 
sumption to which she is entitled in law. 
There is nothing at all to show that she 
deliberately closed her door or attempted 
to keep it closed against the executing officer: 
on the contrary Ram Dulare’s statement, the 
only direct evidence in the case, goes to show 
that he could always manage to get the door 
opened. 

Then it is said by the lower Courts that 
the judgment debtor is a woman of means 
(she is entitled to draw Rs. 200 a month) and 
that it necossarily follows that if she lives in 


the state of squalor represented by the pos- 
session of a charpoy or two and a few 
cheap pots and pans, she must be 
dishonest and must have concealed pro- 
perty so as to keep it out of the reach of 
the law. I am not prepared to allow that 
this is the necessary, or even a val«d, conclu- 
sion to be drawn from the circumstantial 
evidence. She may, if she actually receives 
this allowance, choose to live in a poor way — 
many people similarly situated do live in a 
miserly manner or more probably, as was 
stated on her behalf, she receives very littlo 
of the allowance which is drawn for her by a 
so-called mukhtar. All I need say is that 
such evidence as on the record tends neither 
way: the woman may be dishonest but 
tho evidence does not prove that. 

I hold that there is no evidence to support 
the finding that Sughra Begam has com- 
mitted fraud in order to keep the respondent 
out of his money. 

L allow the appeal, set aside the order 
of the Courts below and direct that tho 
application for execution be dismissed with 
costs. 

The appellant is entitled to her costs 
both hero and in tho lower Appellato 
Court. 

Appeal allutccd. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Civil Revision No. 890 ok 191G. 

April 19, 1917. 

Present:— Mr. Shah Din, Chief Judge. 
MUNSUI RAM— Defendant— Petitioner 


versus 

MALAVA RAM — Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908), 0. IX, 13 

Suit against princiguil and surety— Decree ex part o 
against princi}Hil whether can he set aside without 
discharging suret y — Plaint if) withdrawing suit against 
principal , effect oj. 

A decree was passod against a principal debtor 
mid his surety, the decree being ex parte against tho 
principal debtor, lie thereupon applied to have the 
decree set aside. Plaintiff consented to have his suit 
against the principal debtor dismissed on condition 
that he was allowed to execute his decree against the 
surety. The Small Cause Court Judge passed an 
order in these terms: 

Held, (l ) that the Judge was in error in setting 
asiile the decree against the principal debtor without 
setting it aside against the surety as well; [p. 401, 
col. ‘J.j 
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(2) that the plaintiff having withdrawn his suit 
against the principal debtor, hia suit against the 
surety was liable to be dismissed, [p. 401, col. 2.] 

Mauny Pyo Tha v. Ko Mia Pyu , 1 L. B. R. ~150. 
followed. 

Nalhabbai Tricamlal v. Ranchodlal liamji , 27 Ind. 
Cas, 165: 39 B. 52; 16 Bom. L. R 696, distinguished. 

Petition, under section 25 of Act IX of 
1887, for revision of the decree of the Judge, 
Small Cause Court, Lahore, dated the 27th 
April 191(5, decreeing the claim. 

FACTS.-— -Plaintiff brought asuitforRs. 550, 

on the basis of an agreement. Narinjan Das 
defendant No. 1 was the principal debtor, and 
Munshi Ham defendant No, 2 was the surety. 
On the day of hearing the principal debtor 
did not appear, and the surety pleaded pay. 
raent. The Court passed a decree for Rs. 550, 
the decree being ex parte against Narinjan 
Das defendant No. 1. 

Defendant No. I then made an application 
to have the ex parte decree set aside. Plaint- 
iffs agreed to the ex parte decree being set 
aside and the suit against defendant No. 1 
being dismissed, on the condition that he was 
allowed to execute the decree against defend- 
ant No. 2. The Small Cause Court Judge 
decided that the decree in favour of the 
plaintiff still subsisted and was capable of exe- 
cution against defendant No, 2 and dismissed 
the plaintiff’s suit as against defendant No. 1. 

Defendant No. 2 applied to the Chief Court 
in revision. 

Mian Haq Nawuz (with him Lala Amur 
Nath), for the Petitioner.— The decree 
against both the defendants was a joint 
decree. When it was set aside against the 
principal debtor it ceased to be operative 
against the surety. Further, the suit against 
the principal debtor having been ultimately 
dismissed, the surety was discharged. Sec- 
tion 1 34, Contract Act, Mating Pyo Tha v. 
No Min Pyu (1). 

Mian Abdul Rashid (with him Lala Tirath 
Ram), for the Respondent.— The decree 
against the defendants was joint as well as 
several, and it could be set aside against 
one defendant without becoming inoperative 
against the other defendant. Order IX, rule 
13, Civil Procedure Code, Sham Lai v. Sohnu 
Shah (2) and Singer Manufacturing C o, v. 
Muhammad Din (3), 

(1) 1 L. B. It. 150. 

(2) 9 Iml. Cas. 742; 98 IF. L. R. 1911; 14 P. VV. R 
1911. 

(3) 27 Ind. Cas. 251; 246 P. T. R. 1914; 166 P. W. 

R. 1914. 



A gratuitous concession to the principal 
debtor does not discharge the surety unless 
the concession amounts to a novation of 
contract between the creditor and the prin- 
cipal debtor, section 135 to 13/ , Contract 
Act, Subram.mia Aiyar v. Gopala Aiyar 

(4), It an jit Singh v. Naubat (5). 

Besides the plaintiff consented to have his 
suit dismissed against defendant No. 1 condi- 
tionally. If that condition was not fulfilled, 
this Court should remand the case allowing 
the plaintiff to proceed against both the 
defendants. 

JUDGMENT. — After hearing Counsel for 
the parties, I am of opinion that the 
Judge, Small Cause Court, was in error in 
setting aside the decree, dated the 27th April 
1916, against Narinjan Das alone without 
setting it aside against Munshi Ram also. 
The decree passed in this case appears to me 
to fall within the purview of the proviso to 
rule 13 of Order IX of the Civil Procedure 
Code, w hie n is to the effect that where the 
decree is of such a nature that it cannot be 
set aside as against one defendant (who 
applies to have it set aside) only, it may be 
set aside against all or any of the other de- 
fendants also. This proviso embodies the 
principle laid down in Mahomed Hamidulla 
v. Tohhrennissa Bibi (6). 

Eurtber, it seems to me that since the 
plaintiff, after the ex parte decree against 
Narinjan Das had- been set aside by order 
dated the 26th June 1916, withdrew his 
suit against Narinjan Das, who was the 
principal debtor, his suit was liable to be 
dismissed not merely against Narinjan Das 
but also against the surety, Munshi Ram. 
The principle applicable to this case is that 
laid down by the lower Burma Chief Court 
in the case of Maung Pyo Tha v. Ko Min 
Pyu (1). The decision of the Bombay High 
Court in Nath abai Tricamlal v. Ranchodlal 
Ramji (7) is clearly distinguishable from the 
present case, inasmuch as there the principal 
debtor’s name was struck off and the suit 
dismissed against him under Order IX rulp 
5, Civil Procedure Code, and the plaintiff 


V ✓ 




~ 7 — v t 




M. L. T. 321. 

(5) 24 A. 504; A. W. X. (HJ02) jyy 
1( W 25 C. 155; 1 C. W. N. 652. 13 ind. Dec. ( N . s .) 

(7) 27 Iud. Cas. 165; 39 B. 52; 16 Bom. h. B. 606. 
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had a right to bring a fresh suit against him 
because the period of limitation had not yet 
expired. 

It has, however, been argued by the plaint- 
iff’s Counsel that the application tiled by the 
plaintiff in the lower Court offering to with- 
draw his claim against Narinjan Das was a 
conditional one; in other words, that the 
suit was withdrawn against Narinjan Das 
on condition that the decree passed on the 
27th April 191b stood intact against 
Munshi Ram. It is urged that if the decree 
against Munshi Ram is set aside and the 
case re-opened, it must be re-opened against 
both the defendants and the order dismissing 
the suit against Narinjan Das does not 
hold good. I think this contention is sound 
and must be allowed. The Counsel for 
the petitioner has no objection to the case 
being re opened against both the defendants. 

I accordingly accept this revision, set 
aside the lower Court’s decrees dated the 

27th April 1916 and 17th August 1916 

and send the case back for re-decision on the 
merits. The parties will pay their own costs 

throughout. 

lieviswn allowed: 

Case remanded. 


OUDtl JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 129 ok 1915. 

May 31, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Kendall, A. J. 0. 
MAHABIR SINGH and another — 
Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 


MATA BADAL and others— Defendants 

— Respondents. 

Mortgage — Redem ption— Construction of document— 
Possession, loss of, authorising Mortgagee to claim princi- 
pal with interest— Revenue to he paid by mortgagee— 
Profits, enjoyment oi , in hen of inteicst— Conduct of 

mortgagee— Mortgager, position of- Ouster, period of, 
interest for- E.rress revenue, claim for. 

Umlcr tin* terms of an usufructuary mortguge-ileod, 
t l, 0 mortgagee was to pay the revenue (the amount of 
which was ^mentioned in I he deed ) assessed on the 
mortgaged property and to retain the Lain nee of 
the profits in lieu of interest on I lie mortgage- 
money, and was further entitled to claim his money 
with 'interest thereon at a cerfuin specified rate 
immediately on a loss of possession over the property 


or on the accrual of any other injury. The mort- 
gagee remained in possession for five years from the 
date of the mortgage, and lost possession for two 
years after this, but owing to no fault of the parties 
to the mortgage. He waited till possession was 
restored to him, but this time the revenue of the 
property was considerably enhanced. Nevertheless, 
he remained in possession for seventeen years, paying 
the enhanced revenue and enjoying the net profits 
of the property. Then on a redemption suit having 
been brought, he claimed, in addition to hismoit 
gage-money, interest on it at the stipulated rate 
for° the period of his dispossession, and the excess 
revenue that he had had to pay since the restor- 
ation of possession, together with interest thereon: 

Held, that, in view of the terms of the mort- 
gage-deed and the conduct of the mortgagee, he 
was entitled to interest on his mortgage-money for 
the period of his ouster, but only at a reasonable, 
and not at the stipulated, rate; and that he was not 
ontitled to the excess revenue paid by him, nor to any 
interest on the same. [p. 403, col. 2; p. 404, col. l.J 

Appeal from the decree of the District 
Judge, Rae Bareli, dated the 25th January 
1915, upholding that of the Officiating 
Subordinate Judge, Partabgarh, dated the 6th 
July 1914. 

The Hon’ble Syed Wazir Hasan and 
Syed Ali Mohammad , for the Appellants. 

The Hon’ble Mirza Sami Ullah Beg , for 
the Respondents Nos. 1 to 3. 

JUDGMENT.— The three plaintiffs, two 
of whom are appellants in this Court, were 
given a permanent, heritable and transferable 
lease of certain property in consideration of 
lls. 3,200 in 1913. In this property the lessor 
bad under-proprietary rights. Rupees 2,400 
of this sum was left with them to dis- 
charge a mortgage, usufructuary, of lb90. 
The plaintiffs deposited Rs. 2,400 under 
section 83, Transfer of Property Act, but 
the money was not acoepted. They then 
instituted the suit for redemption out of 
which this appeal has arisen. 

It is admitted that for two years, from 
1895 to 1897, the land became kurk tahsil 
owing to no fault of any of the parties 
to this suit, and that the mortgagees were, 
for those two years, out of possession. 

It is admitted that by the terms of the 
mortgage-deed, the mortgagees were to pay 
the revenue to the superior proprietors, and 
to retain the balance of the profits in lieu o 

interest. 

It is admitted that th*. ajuount to be so 
paid was originally Rs. 68 which was set out 

in the mortgage-deed: and that from lb9S 
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that was enhanced, at a new settlement, to 

Rs. 110-14-7. 

The assignee of the mortgagees has claimed 
that they are entitled, in addition to Rs. 2,400, 
the original mortgage-money, to Rs. 1,152, 

two years’ interest at 2 per cent, per 

month, for the period when they were out 
of possession; and to Rs. 2,459-12-6, which 
represents the sum of Rs. 42-14-7, excess 
revenue, paid annually to the superior pro- 
prietor, and interest thereon. 

The Courts below have decreed the claim 
for payment of Rs. 1,152 in addition to 
Rs. 2,400. Hence this appeal by two of the 
three plaintiffs. Cross-objections have also 
been filed by the assignee of the mort- 
gagees, in respect of Rs. 2,400 out of 

Rs. 2,459-12-6. 

The question raised by the appellants is 
one to be dealt with, it seems to me, on the 
principles of justice, equity and good con- 
science. There is a provision in the mortgage- 
deed to the effect that if for any reason the 
mortgagees loose possession, the mort- 
gagors will make an effort to pay the 
mortgage-money at once: and if they delay, 
the mortgagees will be entitled to recover 
their money, with interest at 2 per cent, per 
month by a suit, from the person and all the 
property, moveable and immoveable, of the 
mortgagors. There was to be, in fact, if 
the mortgagees took this course, no charge 
remaining upon any specific property. The 
possession of the mortgagees was ousted for 
two years. Neither did the mortgagors pay 
up, nor did the mortgagees resort to the ex- 
treme measure of calling in their money. 
They waited till the revenue was paid and 
possession restored: the mortgagees then in 
1897 re-entered upon the land, and have 
enjoyed its profits ever since. It is sought to 
apply the doctrine of acquiescence as a bar to 
the claim of the mortgagees: but the doctrine 
of acquiescence surely has nothing to do with 

e present situation. The mortgagees could 

Q Ue an( ^ 0 k^ ne( l a simple money-decree 
with 2 per cent. per. mensem interest: but they 
preferred to carry on as before, finding the 
transaction, apparently, not unprofitable: and 
the time when they could have sued for a 
simple money-decree has long passed. It may 
indeed be doubted whether, both parties 
having, in 1897, agreed to resume the position 
as it existed prior to 1895, the mortgagees 
would have been found entitled in equity to 


enforce the contract which gave them a right 
to sue for their mortgage-money. They have 
made no complaint, in the last seventeen years, 
as to their loss by dispossession. No doubt 
they can claim, in an account upon the mort- 
gage, some allowance for the two distant 
years when their money lay unproductive. 
But 1 do not agree that 2 per cent, per month, 
the interest they were to receive on a prompt 
assertion of their claim, is a proper measure 
of the sum to be awarded to them. They did 
not look upon their loss as serious enough to 
call for any action: and they have retained 
possession for seventeen years more: and have 
only now put in a claim, in response to 
the mortgagors’ claim to redeem. 

In the circumstances I am of opinion 
that 12 per cent, per annum on the mort- 
gage-money will be a sufficient solatium to 
them. 

As for the cross-objections, the Courts below 
have refused to entertain the claim, because 
it is an assignee of the mortgagees who 
is dealing with the mortgagors, and not the 
mortgagees themselves. Into the correctness 
of this view it is unnecessary for this Court to 
go. Prima facie it is necessary to see what 
the mortgage-deed says: 4< We will pay the 
revenue, Rs. 68, to the sarkar , and will 
retain the balance of profits in lieu of in- 
terest as long as the mortgage lasts 

the mortgagors will have no claim 

for profits, nor shall we have any claim for 
interest.” 

Reading this as a whole and considering 
the attendant circumstances, I have no 
doubt that it provides that the mortgagees 
shall enjoy net profits in lieu of interest. 

I do not think the reference to Rs. 68 is 
a considered reference to a speoifio sum of 
money, which, and no more, is to be paid 
to the sarkar. Had that been so, it would 
have been expected that the amount to be 
paid would have been given a prominent 
position and not thrown in, in brackets, 
so to speak; and also that there would 
have been some provision to meet an ad- 
dition to, or reduction of, that amount. 
The mortgage-deed provided for an im- 
mediate claim for the mortgage-money, not 
ouly on a loss of possession but on the 
accrual of any injury. An increase of over 
50 per cent, in the sum to be paid annually 
as revenue would surely be an injury to 
the mortgagees. But for seventeen years they 
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have been paying without a word, year by 
year. The increased revenue, it will be 
remembered, was payable at the time when 
possession was surrendered by the Deputy 
Commissioner in 1897, but the mortgagees 
cheerfully accepted the new burden, when 
they had the option of getting back their 
whole mortgage- money with heavy in- 
terest. 

I have no doubt that not only did the 
mortgage-deed provide that the mortgagees 
were to enjoy the net profits after pay- 
ment of the revenue, but that the mort- 
gagees understood this well, and have been 
paying it accordingly. 

1, therefor, dismiss the cross-objections. 

I allow the appeal to the extent of 
Its. 576 and reduce the amount decreed by the 
Courts below from Hs. 3,552 to Its. 2,976 
with proportionate costs. Three months’ 
time is given. In the oircumstances the 
parties may bear their own costs in this 
Court. 

Appf-al portly ulUncfil. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
Second Civil Appeal No. J 247 ok 1915. 

March 3, 1917 

& 

Present:— Mr. Justice Rafique and 
Mr. Justice Piggott. 
ACHHAIBAR SINGH and others— 

D E ¥ E N l> A N TR — A V P E L L A N TK 


i ersus 


Slusiunniut RADH1 and o rn El; > — 

Pla inti kns — Respondents. 

Mortgage, usufructuary— Redemption — Hypvl Im id ivii 
},y way of simple mortgage — Limitation. 

An usufructuary mortgage was executed in 
I'ebruavv 1^91 and in September of the name year 
a further advance was made by the mortgagee to the 
mortgagor ni the senility of the same property, 
which was hypothecated by way of simple mortgage 
with a further covenant that the simple mortgage 
should be paid off before tin* redemption of the 
usufructuary one. 'J lie plaintiff claimed to redeem 
f ho usufructuary mortgage without paying any sum 
duo under the simple mortgage of September 1891: 

Held , that as a suit on the mortgage-deed of 
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A. fc. J. 6S9j 37 A. 634, followed. 


Second appeal against the decision of the 
District Judge, Ghazipur, dated the llth 
June 1915. 

Dr. S. S. Sen and Mr. P. L. Banerji , for 
the Appellants. 

Messrs. Gokitl Prasad and Lakshmi JVaratn, 
for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an appeal by the 
defendants in a suit for redemption. The 
memorandum of appeal purports to raise two 
substantial points; but one of these, namely, 
that relating to the sum payable under a 
decree of the 9th of December 1892, is con- 
cluded by an adverse finding of fact of the 
lower Appellate Court. There remains only 
one substantial point. The mortgage sought 
to be redeemed is of the 28th of February 
1891. On the 4th of September 1891 a 
further advance was made by the mortgagee 
to the mortgagor on the security of the same 
property. The property in question was 
hypothecated by way of simple mortgage, and 
there was a further covenant to the effect that 
this simple mortgage should be paid off 
before the usufructuary mortgage is redeemed. 
The plaintiffs claim to redeem the usufructu- 
ary mortgage without paying any sum due 
under the simple mortgage of the 4th of 
September 1891. The lower Appellate 
Court has maintained the claim of the plaint- 
iffs upon a line of reasoning based on the 
fact that a portion of the property hypothe- 
cated consisted of an ocoupanoy holding, the 
transfer or alienation of which was forbidden 
by the law in force at the time, namely, by 
section 9 of Act XII of 1881. The point is 
an arguable one, and it does not seem 
altogether easy to reconcile some of the 
decisions of this Court which have been laid 
before us. The pla in tiffs* respondents, how- 
ever, undertake to support the decree of the 
Court below on a slightly different ground. 
The learned Counsel on behalf of the respond- 
ents says that whether the mortgage in 
question was of an occupancy holding or of a 
fixed rate holding, and whether or not the 
present plaintiffs are estopped from denying 
that it was a mortgage of a fixed rate tenancy, 
nevertheless the plaintiffs are entitled to 
redeem on payment of the debt due under the 
usufructuary mortgage only. This plea is 
based upon the fact that the mortgage-deed 
of the 4th of September 1891 was barred by 
limitation at the time when the present suit 
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was brought, so that the mortgagee could 
not have maintained a suit for the recovery 
of any money due under the same. This 
contention is supported by authority of this 
Court, namely, the case of Kesar K unwar 
v. Kashi Ham (1). One of ns was a party to 
that decision and we are in any case not 
prepared to re consider it. This rejoinder, 
therefore, on the part of the plaintiffs* 
respondents must prevail. We dismiss this 
appeal with costs, including fees on the high 
scale. 

Appeal dismissed. 

O) 30 Ind. Ca«. 777; 13 A. L. J. 889; 37 A. 6H. 


SIND JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 14 ok 1913. 

December 8, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Pratt, J; C., and Mr. 

Ilayward, A. J. C. 

JE RAMI) AS — Appellant 


versus 


WADERO SHAH ALI and others — 

Respondents. 

Contract Act (IX of 1872), **. 45, 38 —Payment to 
one of several joint promisees, whether valid discharge 
—Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1908), 0. XU, rr. 
26, 31 — Failure to fde objections— Court, duty of. 

A payment to one of several joint promisees does 
not operate as a complete discharge of the debt 
[p. 406, col. 1.] 

Uannava Annapurnamma v. Uppala Akkayya, 19 
Ind. Cas. 12; 36 M. 544; 13 M. L. J. 268; (1913) M. W. 
N. 328; 24 M. L. J. 333; Barber Maran v. Ramana 
Goundan, 20 M. 461; 7 M. L. J. 269; 7 Ind. Dec. 
(n. s.) 327, dissented from. 


Ramaswamy v. Muniandy Servai, 5 Ind. Cas. 343; 20 
M. L. J. 709; 7 M. L. T. 253; (1910) M. W. N. 650, 
Husainara Begum v. Rahmannessa Begum , 8 Ind. Cas 
837; 38 C, 342; 13 C. L. J. 3, relied' upon. 

The omission of a party to file objections against a 
finding, under rule 'l 6 of Order XLI of the Civil 
Procedure Code, does not relieve an Appellate Court ot 
the duty imposed upon it by rule 31 of the order to 
give its decision on the issue, [p. 405, col. 2.] 

Mumtaz Begam v. Fateh Husain, 6 A. 391; A. W. N. 
(1884) 12 9; 4 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 61; Subbayya v. Rami 
Reddi, 22 M. 344; 8 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 245, relied upon. 


Appeal against the decision of the first 
olass Subordinate Judge, Sukkur. 

Mr. Kimatrai Bhojraj , for the Appellants. 

Mr. Wadhumol Oodharam , for Respond- 
ents Nos. 1 to 3, 5, 7 and 8, 


Mr. Mulchan l Thatvardas , for Respondent 
No. 4. 

JUDGMENT. 

Pratt, J. C. — The issue referred to the 
lower Court was whether on the date of 
the last execution application, i. e., the 11th 
January 1909, a valid discharge could have 
been given by the other joint decree holders 
without the concurrence of the minor, either 
under Hindu Law or the Law of Contract. 

The lower Court has found that the 
discharge could not have been given under 
Hindu Law as the joint decree* holders 
were not members of an undivided Hindu 
family and the correctness of its decision 
on this point has not been questioned. 

The lower Court has also found that 
such a discharge could have been given 
under the general Law of Contract. 

Mr. Kimatrai seeks to question the 
correctness of the finding, and Mr. Wadbumal 
contends that he is debarred from so doing 
as no objections have been filed under 
Order XLT, rule 26. It is true that Mr. 
Kimatrai has no right to be heard, bat 
his omission to file objections does not 
relieve us of the duty imposed upon us 
by Order XLT, rule 31, to give our decision 
on the issue: Mumtaz Begam v. Fateh 
Husain (1), Suhtnyya v . Rami Heidi (2) 
and the judgment of this Court in First 
Appeal No. 42 of 1913. 

As Mr. Kimatrai’s arguments will assist 
us in coming to our decision we have allowed 
him a hearing. 

The issue involves the general questipn 
as to whether payment to one of several 
joint promisees is a complete discharge. 

Section 45 of the Contract Act refers 
to co-promisees and section 42 to co- 
promisors. 

Section 45 gives to all co*promise8S the 
right to claim performance. In other words, 
the promisor is liable to all the co-promisees 1 . 

Section 42 makes a similar provision as 
to co-promisors and all co-promisors are 
liable to the promisee. 

But section 42 is followed by section 
43, which enacts that each co-promisor is 


\*.J UA, 031 /V. YY . j\. 


(n\ s.) 61. 

(2) 22 H, 344; 8 Ind. Dec. (s. s.) 2*5, 
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also liable while there is no corresponding 
seotion following section 45 to deal with 
the converse case of co-promisees. 

Thus if A and B promise to pay C, a 
payment by A alone discharges the debt. 
But if C promises to pay A and B there 
is no provision that the debt is discharged 
by a payment to A alone. 

It seems clear that the Act does not 
make a payment to one co-promisee a 
discharge beoause that is not a performance 
of the oontraot. G had promised to pay 
A and B and a payment to A alone is 
not in accordance with the contract. 

The only other sections of the Act which 
are relevant are seotions 38 and 165. 

• The last paragraph of section 38 enacts that 
tender to one oo- promisee has the same legal 
consequences as tender to all the co-promisees. 
Now if payment to one co-promisee were 
complete performance there would have been 
no occasion to have enaoted this provision 
as to tender, for the tender to one would 
have been a complete and perfect tender. 
The object, therefore, seems to be a special 
exception in favour of an inchoate and 
imperfect tender. If the promisor cannot 
conveniently pay all the co- promisees he may 
relieve himself of future interest by a tender 
to one. If the tender is accepted it will not 
be a discharge and if the promisor has to 
pay over again he has remedy against the co- 
promisees he has overpaid. 

Section 165 allows a bailee to deliver 
goods back to one of several joint bailors. 
Here again if the general law as to co-promisees 
made delivery to one equivalent to delivery 
to all, this seotion would have been redundant. 
It must, therefore, be intended as an exception 
giving a privilege available only in oases of 
bailment. 

The English Law as to co-promisees is that 
payment to one is good discharge against 
all: Wallace v. Kelsall (3). This is, how- 
ever, subject to the rule that when a person 
is seeking equitable relief he will not be 
entitled *o plead such a payment — though 
valid in Common Law — unless it Appear in 
fact that the co-promisees were joint tenants 


(3) (1840) 50 R. R. 707; 7 M. A W. 264; 10 L. J. 
Ex. 12; 8 Dowl. P. C. 841; 4 Jur. 1004; 151 E. R. 705. 
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and not tenants-in-common Steeds v. Steeds 

(4) and / owell v. Brodhurst (5). Mr. Wadhu- 
mal contends that section 38 was intended 
to reproduce the English Common Law rule 
and that the equity declared in cases sub- 
sequent to the Act, was not and could not 
have been present in the minds of the framers 

of the Act. 

But the English Law affords no guide to 
the solution of the question, for it has been 
deliberately departed from in seotions 42, 43 
and 44 dealing with co-promisors. Moreover 
both sections 42 and 45 by inclusion of the 
representatives of deceased co-promisors and 
oo-promisees adopt the equitable presumption 
of tenancy- in-common as opposed to the 
Common Law presumption of joint tenancy. 
And lastly it has recently been pointed out 
by the Privy Council in the ease of Ramdas 
Vithaldas Durbar v. Amerchand <$’ Co. (6) 
that the Contract Act is in some respects in 
advance of the English Law. 

I differ from the case of Krishnarav Ram- 
chandra v. Manaji (7), for it proceeds wholly 
on the English Law. The later Indian cases 
have been conflicting. In Matmava Annapnr- 
nannna v. Uppala Akkayya (b) and in 
Barber Maran v. Ramana Goundan (9), it 
was held that a payment to one co- 
promisee was a valid discharge as against 
all. These cases treat section 38 as con- 
clusive of the law as to performance. Sanka- 
ran Nair, J , said at page 549 of the former 

case: — 

“it is difficult to impute an intention to 
the Legislature that the promisor was entitl- 
ed to make the offer though the promisee 
was not entitled to accept it. It seems 
clear that if the promisor was entitled to 
offer payment to one of the promisees which 
the Utter was entitled to accept, the promisor 


(4) (1889) 22 i). B. D. 537; 68 L. J. Q. B. 302; 60 
\j. T. 318; 37 w. K. 378. 

(5) (1901) 2 Ch. 160. 70 L. J. Ch. 587; 84 L. T. 620; 
49 W. R. 532; 17 T. L K 501. 

(6) 35 I ml. Cas. 954; 20 C. W. N. 1182; (1916) 2 
M. W. N. 110; 18 Bom. L. R. 670; 20 M. L. T. 194; 
31 M. Ij. J. 541; 4 L. W. 342; 14 A. L. J. 045; 85 L. 
J. P. C. 214; 24 0. L. J. 320; 40 B. 630 (P C.). 

(7) 11 B. H. C. R. 106. 

(8) 19 I nd. Cas 12; 36 M. 54-4; 13 M. L. T. 268; 
(1913) M. W. N. 328; 24 M. L. J. 333. 

(9) 20 M. 461; 7 M. L. J. 269; 7 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 

327 . 
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cannot be held to be liable to pay over again 
to the other promisees what he has already 
paid.” 

I see no such difficulty. Section 38 deals 
with tender, that is, with attempted perform- 
ance. But if the offer is accepted why 
should the promisor not pay one co* promisee 
and so save interest running? If he has to 
pay over again he has a right of recovery 
from the promisee he paid in the first in- 
stance. If this paragraph of section 38 was 
intended to enact the law as to performance 
between a promisor and several co promisees, 
surely its place would have been after section 
45. I concur in the conclusion arrived at in 
the dissenting judgment of the Chief Justice 
in Mannava Annapurnamma v. Uppala 
Akkayya (8) and in the cases of Rama - 
swamyv. Muniandy Servai (10) and Husainara 
Begum v. Rahmannessa Begum (11). 

1 am, therefore, of opinion that a valid 
discharge cannot be given under the Law of 
Contract by one of several co-promisees; and 
decide that in this case a valid discharge 
could not have been given without the con- 
currence of the minor. 

The application is, therefore, not time- 
barred except as to instalments payable 
more than twelve years previously. This 
amount in time is found by the lower Court 
to be Rs. 8,109*1 7 and this finding is not 
challenged. 

We reverse the order of the lower Court 
and direct execution to proceed for the above 
amount. Appeal allowed. No order as to 
costs. 

Hayward, A. J. C. — I concur in this judg- 
ment. 

Appeal allowed. 

(10) 5 Ind. Cas. 343; 20 M. L. J. 709; 7 M. L. T. 
253; (1910) M. \V. N. 550. 

00 8 Jnd. Cas. 837; 38 C. 342; 13 C. L. J. 3. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Civil Revision No. 18 of 1917, 

May 2, 1917. 

Present:—- Justice Sir George Knox, Kt. 

SHANKAR LAL — Plaintiff — Applicant 

versus 

ABDUL RAHMAN and another — 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V oj 1908), s 2. (11) — 
Legal representatives, suit against — Estate not in hands 
of legal representatives , effect of. 

A suit against the legal representatives of a 
deceased debtor should not be dismissed on the mere 
ground that the defendants are not in possession of 
auy portion of the estate left by the deceased, [p. 
408, col. 1.] 

Civil revision against the order of the 
Additional Munsif, Judge, Small Cause 
Court, Dehra Dun, dated the 13th October 
1916. 

f ' | 

FACTS of this case are as follows: — 

One Abdul Khalik executed a bond for 
Rs. 114 in favour of the plaintiff-appellant 
Shankar Lai. He died after the execution of 
the bond. The plaintiff then instituted a suit 
on his bond against Musammat Mahammadi and 
Abdul Rahman, the widow and son of Abdul 
Khalik, deceased, on the allegation that the 
defendants were the legal representatives 
of Abdul Khalik and were in possession of 
the assets of the deceased and thus liable 
for the debt. The defendants denied the 
execution of the bond and receipt of any 
assets of the deceased. The Court of Small 
Causes, Dehra Dun, dismissed the suit and 
delivered the following judgment: — 

(1) It is proved that the bond in suit 
was executed by Abdul Khalik. I, there- 
fore, decide the issue in the plaintiff’s 
favour. 

(2) It is not satisfactorily proved that 
any assets came in the hands of the defend- 
ants, or that they are likely to come in 
their hand. They are, therefore, not liable 
to the plaintiff. Suit dismissed with costp. 
Defendants to get their costs. 

From this judgment and decree the plaint- 
iff came to the High Court in revision. 

Mr. Gulzari Lai , for the Applicant, sub- 
mitted that the Court acted illegally in dis- 
missing the plaintiff’s suit. It was admitted 
that the defendants were the legal repre- 
sentatives of Abdul Khalik. The execution 
pf the bond was duly proved against them. 
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Tho Court, therefore, should have passed a 
deeiee in plaintiff’s favour. The decree 
should have been for payment of money out 
of the assets of Abdul Khalik and if the 
plaintiff could prove that the defendants 
had any assets, he would realise his decree. 
It was not for this Court to decide the 
question of assets. There was a very old 
ruling which supported this contention. He 
referred to Modho Ram v. Delbur Mahal 
(I), which was on all fours with the present 
case. 

Dr. S. M. S tdaiman, for the Respondents, 
submitted that it had not been held in the 
case that consideration passed on the execu- 
tion of the bond. The Court below had held 
that there was no satisfactory proof that 
any assets came to the hands of the defend- 
ants. Under these circumstances they were 
not liable for the debt. He referred to 
Jafri Begam v. Amir Muhammad Khan (2) in 
support of his contention. 

Mr. Gulzari Lai , in reply, submitted that 
the ruling referrei to by the Counsel for 
the respondent really supported him. He 
referred to the same case [/ A*., Jafri Begam v. 
Amir Muhammad Khun (2)1 and said that the 
case reported as Madho Ram v. Dilbur Mahul 
(1) had been followed here. 

JUDGMENT.— The Court of Small Causes 
at Dehra Dun should have followed the 
case of Madhn Ram v. Dilbur Mahul (1). 
The decree of the Court below is set aside. 
The case will be returned to the Mnnsif of 
Dehra Dun, who will place it upon his tile 
of pending suits and dispose of it according 
to law. Costs will follow the event. 


Appeal i dloired . 

(1) 2 N. W. 1\ II. 0. It. IIU. 

(2) 7 A. S22 :it p.Js t ' • A. W. N. (|8Nf>) 2 IS; l I ml. 



CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Letters Patent Appeal No. 99 op 

1914. 

March 16, 1916. 

Present :— Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Kt. 

and Mr. Justice Beachoroft. 

DANESH MOLLA, and on his death 

HIS HEIRS AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES 

ABDUL AUDOOD and others— Defendants 

— Appellants 

versus 

DHANANJOY BISWAS and others— 

Plaintiffs— Respondents. 

(Hril Procedure Code ( Act I oj 1908), s. 11, 0. 
XXII I, /•. 1— Res judicata — Relinquishment of port inn 
of claim without leave, consequence oj. 

In n suit for recovery of possession of land, the 
plaintiff included within the boundaries described in 
the plaint two parcels A and B, and put forward bis 
claim for ejectment in respect of both on the allegation 
that tho defendants bad dispossessed him therefrom, 
but before the Commissioner at the local enquiry, and 
at the trial, the plaintiff relinquished bis claim with- 
out leave of the Court in respect of the parcel B, 
with the result that the suit was dismissed with 
regard to that parcel: 

Held, that a subsequent suit for recovery of pos- 
se ssiou of parcel B against the same defendants was 
res judicata and was also barred under Order XXIII, 
rule 1, Civil Procedure Code, as the dispossession which 
was the cause of action in hot It the suits was in 
reality the same, although the plaintiff falsely alleged, 
in his plaint in the subsequent suit, dispossession ul 
a later date. [ p. 411, cols. 1 X 2.] 

Appeal under section 15 of the Letters 
Patent, from the judgment of Mr. Justice 
D Chatterjee, dated tho 17th July 
1914, in Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 
2129 of 1913. 

PACTS material to the report will appear 
from the following judgment of 

D. Chatterjee, J. — Two points have been 
argued in this appeal. The first is that 
the subject-matter of this suit was the 
subject-matter of a previous suit between 
the Fame parties and that the decision in 
the previous suit which dismissed the 
olaim of the plaintiffs in respect of the 
lands claimed in this suit is a bar to 
the maintenance of the present suit by 
the rule of res judicata, and the second is 
that the plaintiffs came to Court on an 
allegation that, while in possession, they 
had been dispossessed and that it was, 
therefore, the duty of the plaintiffs to prove 
that they r were in possession within twelve 
years of the institution of the suit. In 
this case, however, the learned Judge has, 
it is contended, applied Article 144 and 
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tried the question whether the defendants 
have proved adverse possession for more 
than twelve years. I think that both these 
contentions must fail. 

The previous suit, as instituted, no doubt, 
included the lands in dispute in the present 
case. The eastern boundary in the previous 
suit was given as the river Madhumati 
and the disputed land in this ca9e lies 
between what was shown as the disputed 
land in that case and the river Madhu- 
mati. It was, therefore, within the land 
claimed in the plaint in that suit. At the 
time of the local investigation held in that 
case, however, the plaintiffs showed only the 
land to the west of the disputed land in 
this case as the land that they had claim- 
ed in that suit and the learned Munsif in 
the previous case said: I should mention 

here that at the time of the local investi- 
gation by the Civil Court Commissioner, 
the plaintiff disclaimed his right to a 
portion of land on the bank of the Madhu- 
mati which is covered by the boundaries 
given in the plaint. The piece of land 
which has been shown in yellow colour in 
the Commissioner’s map and which the 
plaintiff has pointed out to him as belong- 
ing to him (plaintiff) is now treated and 
described as the disputed land.” It seems, 
therefore, that although the disputed land 
in this case was included within the bound- 
aries of the plaint land in that case, the 
western portion of the same only which 
was shown to the Commissioner as the dis- 
puted land was treated as the disputed 
land. It cannot, therefore, be said that 
any dispute as to this piece of land to 
the east of the land marked yellow in 
the previous suit , was the subject of in- 
vestigation and decision in that case. There 
is no doubt that the decree made by the 
Munsif dismissed the claim of the plaintiffs 
in that case to the lands to the east of 
the yellow portion, but nevertheless, what 
was the subject of investigation and decision 
in that case was the yellow portion and 
nothing else. It would have been better 
if the plaintiffs in that case had made an 
amendment in their plaint; and that might 
have prevented a good deal of dispute in 
the present case. But that was not done, 
nevertheless that only will be considered 
as the subject of dispute which was treated 


as such in that case and the decision of 
that case must be confined to that land 
only. It has further been found by the 
learned Judge in this case that, at the 
time of the institution of the previous suit, 
the land which is now in suit was not 
in existence as oulturable land. It was 
then covered by the river and, therefore, 
the plaintiffs had at the time of the insti- 
tution of that suit rightly described the 
yellow portion of the disputed land in that 
case as being bounded by the Madhumati 
on the east. In this view of the case I 
am unable to accede to the learned argu- 
ment of the appellants’ Vakil that the 
decree in the previous suit, simply by reason 
of its dismissing the claim of the plaintiffs 
in respect of lands which answer to the 
boundaries of the present suit, should be 
considered as a final decision in respect of 
these lands. 

With regard to the question of limitation, 
it is true that the plaintiffs’ suit was 
brought on the allegation of possession and 
dispossession. But it is found in this case 
that the land on the east side, i.e., the 
present disputed land, was not fit for 
cultivation and so was not in the possession 
of any one,” that is about the time of 
the dispossession alleged in the previous 
case, and then again the learned Judge says: 

I do not think that they could dispossess 
the plaintiffs from this land before Aqrahci- 
yan 1306, in the time of dispossession 
regarding the land in previous suit which is 
within twelve years.” Although the judg- 
ment is not as clear as it could be expected, 

I think that this means that the plaintiffs 
must be taken to have been in possession 
in or about the year 1306 when these 
lands became culturable and if that be so, the 
plaintiffs have proved their possession within 
twelve years. Notwithstanding, therefore, 
the finding of the learned Judge that there 
was no satisfactory evidence that the defend- 
ants or their lessor or vendor had possession 
of the land in suit for more than twelve years, 

I think that there is sufl&cient in the 
judgment from which it can be made out 
that the learned Judge found that the plaint- 
iffs were in possession within twelve years. 
In this view of the case I think that the 
plea of limitation also fails. 

In view of the fact, however, that the 
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plaintiffs failed to take sufficient measures 
for ensuring certainty in the previous case 
by making an amendment in their plaint 
in respeot of the land which appeared 
after the institution of their suit, each 
party should bear his own costs in this 

Court. 

Babu Jyotish Chandra Sircat , for the Appel- 
lants. 

Babu Mohini Mohan Chakrabarty , for the 
Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. --This is an appeal under 
clause 15 of the Letters Patent from a 
judgment of Mr. Justice D. Chatterjee 
in a suit for recovery of possession of 
land. The Court of First Instance dismissed 
the suit. Upon appeal the Subordinate 
Judge reversed that decision and on appeal 
to this Court the decree of the Subordi- 
nate Judge has been confirmed. The 
defendants oontend that the suit should have 
been treated as barred under section 11 
and Order XXII T, rule 1 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908. To determine the validity 
of this objection, we must bear in mind 
the facts of a previous litigation between 
the parties. 

On the 3rd January 1902, the present 
plaintiffs instituted a suit against the defend- 
ants for recovery of possession of what we 
may briefly describe as two parcels of land 
A and B. The plaintiffs then alleged that 
they had been dispossessed by the defend- 
ants on the 1st January 1900. A Com- 
missioner was appointed to survey the dis- 
puted lands. The plaintiffs confined their 
claim to plot A alone before the Commissioner 
and from the report of the Commissioner 
it appears that whereas the plaintiffs 
pointed out parcel A as the disputed land, 
the defendants pointed out parcels A and 
B as the disputed lands. The Commissioner 
further found that the defendants were at 
the time in possession of both parcels of 
land. In the judgment of the Trial Court 
in that suit we find a statement to the 
effect that at the lime of the local in- 
vestigation by the Civil Court Commissioner, 
the plaintiffs disclaimed their right to “a 
portion of the land on the bank of the 
Madhumati, which is covered by the 
boundaries given in the plaint,” that is, 
what we have called B. The Court came 
to the conclusion that the suit should be 


decreed in part, that is, with regard to 
plot A alone, and then proceeded to state 
explicitly that the claim so far as it relates 
to the remaining portion of the land in- 
cluded in the boundaries of the plaint, 
that is, what we have called B, be dis- 
missed. The defendants appealed and in 
tlie judgment of the Subordinate Judge we 
find the statement repeated that at the 
time of the local enquiry by the Com- 
missioner the plaintiffs gave up their claim 
in respect of what we have called plot 
B and confined their claim to the portion 
coloured yellow in the map, that is, what we 
have called A. The Subordinate Judge 
reversed the decree of the Court of First 
Instance and dismissed the suit in its entire- 
ty. The plaintiffs preferred a second appeal 
to this Court, and the result was that the 
decision of the Subordinate Judge was re- 
versed and that of the Court of First In- 
stance restored on the 5th June 1906. On 
the 30th March 1911, the plaintiffs com- 
menced the present litigation in respect of 
plot B. Objection was forthwith taken that 
there was a two- fold bar to . the suit, 
namely, bar of res judieata and bar from 
withdrawal or abandonment of claim with- 
out leave of the Court. In our opinion, there 
is no answer to the objection. 

Section 373 of the Code of 1882, whioh 
was in force when the previous suit was 
decided and has sinoe been reproduced 

as Order XXIII, rule 1 of the Code of 1908, 
provides as follows: ** If the plaintiff 
withdraws from the suit or abandons part 
of his claim without such permission, he 
shall be liable for such costs as the Court 
may award and shall be precluded from 
bringing a fresh suit for the same matter 
or in respect of the same part.” Here 
the plaintiff undoubtedly abandoned a part 
of his claim. We are not concerned with 
the reasons which induced him to adopt 
this course, nor does a statement of such 
reasons appear in the proceedings of that 
suit. But we do know this that although 
the parcels A and B were included with- 
in the boundaries described in the plaint 
and although the claim for ejectment was 
put forward in respect of both the plots 
on the allegation that the defendants had 
dispossessed the plaintiff-* therefrom, before 
the Commissioner and at the trial they 
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relinquished their claim in respect of one 
of these parcels, with the result that the 
suit was dismissed with regard to that 
parcel. In such circumstances, we cannot 
appreciate how the plaintiffs can possibly 
escape from the bar provided by the second 
paragraph of section 373. Reliance, how- 
ever, has been placed upon the decision of 
this Court in the case of Kamini Kant 
Roy v. Ram Nath Chuckerbutty (1). That case 
is clearly distinguishable. There A institut- 
ed a suit to establish his right to sella 
certain property in satisfaction of a decree 
against B. He withdrew the suit without 
leave obtained to bring a fresh suit. A 
subsequently instituted another suit to 
establish his right to sell the same pro- 
perty in execution of another decree against 
B. The Court held that the second suit 
was not barrred by the provisions of 
section 373, as it could not be deemed a 
fresh suit in respect of the matter covered 
by the previous suit. Here, however, 
the position is entirely different. We 
observe that a comprehensive view has 
been taken of the scop9 of section 373 by 
the Madras High Court in the cases of 
Aihuta Menon v. Achutan Naya *■ (2), 
Machana Ujhala v. Gorugantulu (3) and 
Sennava Reddiar v. Venkatachala Reddiar (4), 
where in the determination of the question 
whether the matters in controversy in- 
two suits were or were not identical, refer- 
ence was made not merely to the right 
claimed by the plaintiff but also to the 
right set up by the defendant. These 
oases, however, must be deemed materially 
qualihed, if not actually overruled, by the 
Full Bench decision in Pandillapalli Singa 
Reddi v. Yeddula Subba Reddi (5), which 
aoeords with the decision in Gopal Chandra 
Banerjee v. Puma Chandra Banerjee 
(6), and it is not necessary for our 
present purpose to attribute to section 373 
such a wid6 scope, for, even upon a more 
limited view, the suit is barred by section 
3 7 3. We must also hold that the suit is 

(1) 21 C. 265; 10 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 809. 

(2) 21 M. 35; 7 Ind. Dec. (x. s ) 381. 

(3) 8 T»d. Cas. 1036; (1910) M. W. N. 782; 9 M. 
L. T. 468. 

V ‘(4) 28 Ind. Cas 91; 2 L. W. 177. 

(5) 35 Ind. Cas. 186; 31 M. L. J. 48; 20 M. L. T. 
62; (1916) 2 M. W. N. 1; 4 L. W. 1; 39 M. 987. 

(•) 4 C. W. N. 110. 


barred under the provisions of section 11 
of the Code of 1908. The plaintiffs put 
forward a claim to the land now in dispute 
in the earlier litigation ; that claim was 
dismissed. It is obviously impossible for 
them to maintain another suit to enforce 
the identical claim: the dispossession, which 
is the cause of action in this suit, is in 
reality th6 dispossession urged in the 
previous litigation, although the plaintiffs 
in view of the possibility of objections 
under section 11 and Order XXIII, rule 1, 
falsely alleged in the plaint dispossession at 
a later date. 

The result is that this appeal is allowed, 
the decrees of this Court as also of the Court 
of Appeal below set aside and that of the 
Court of First Instance restored. The suit 
will stand dismissed with costs in all the 
Courts. 

Appeal allowed . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Letters Patent Appeals Nos. 24 and 25 

of 1915. 

May 26, 1916. 

Present : — Sir Lancelot Sanderson, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, 

Kt. 

LASKARI and others — Plaintiffs — 

Appellants . 

versus 

ABBAS BEPARI — Defendant — 

Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code {Act V of 1908), O. XLI , rr. 
24, 25 — Issues , resettling of — Framing new issue — 
Remand — Procedure 

The Court of First Instance decided a case on 
framing a material issue as: “Hare the plaintiff and his 
co-villagers their alleged right of way by necessity, 
grant or prescription”. The Judge in the First Appel- 
late Court, coming to the conclusion that the issue 
which was really material had not been stated in the 
Court below, framed the issue thus: “Has the 
plaintiff acquired the right of user over the disputed 
path by virtue of any custom,” and then purporting to 
act under Order XLI, rule 24, Civil Procedure Code, 
dealt with the case on the evidence as it stood, 
without taking any further evidence or remanding 
the case for further evidence: 

Held , that the Judge acted wrongly as he did not 
realise that he was not re-settling the issues, but was 
framing an entirely new issue, and that the proper 
course for him to take was to proceed under Order 
XLI, rule 25, Civil Procedure Code. [p. 413. col. 2.] 

Appeals under section 15 of the Letters 
Patent, against the decision of Mr. Justice 
Mullick, dated the 1st February 1915, in 
Appeal from Appellate Deoree No. 1938 of 
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1912, against the decree of the Subordinate 
Judge, 1st Court, Tipperah, dated the 18th 
April 1912, modifying that of the Munsif, 1st 
Court at Corailla, dated the 2Gth March 1911. 

FACTS appear form the following judg- 
ment of 

Men, lick, J. — The plaintiff and defendant 
No. 1 are co-sharers. The plaintiff sues on 
behalf of his co-villagers for a declaration 
of a right of way 12 cubits wide over some 
land which is in the defendant’s separate 
possession. 

The Commissioner deputed to make a local 
investigation found a path of varying widtli 
running through the village from north to 
south. He considereJ that an uniform width 
of 7 to 8 cubits was necessary to the 
villagers. The Munsif came to the con- 
clusion that as regards the northern and 
southern portions of the path shown on 
the Commissioner’s map, the plaintiff had 
no oause of action inasmuch as the defendant 
had in no way interfered with the use 
thereof but that in respect of that portion 
which lay between stations Nos. f> to 9 the 
defendant had by levelling some land to the 
east raised an apprehension of injury in the 
plaintiff’s mind; that the plaintiff had acquired 
an easement of necessity in the whole length 
of the existing pith and that between 
stations Nos o to 9 where the width varied 
from 3 to (3 cubits, the alleged obstructions 
being more than twelve years old, the olaini 
for a way of greater width was barred 
by limitation. The Munsif, therefore, partially 
decreed the suit by declaring a right of way 
as a village path by necessity over the 
disputed path as laid down in the Com.ni-t- 



pal defo.idanti from interfering with the 
existing breadth between stations Nos. 5 to 9 
by encroachment and by obstruction.” 

11 )th sides appealed against this decree, 
with the result that the learn ii Subnvlin its 
Judge dismissed the defen hint’s appeal but 
partially decree! the plaintiff’s appeal. He 
found that the plaintiff' had established 
a customary right to a village pith 7 e i bits 
in width an! that the decree for an easement 
of necessity coul 1 nit Im supported. He 
accordingly directed that “the plaintiff i d i 
recover possession thereof by removing all 
obstructions, if any, put up or creitsd by 
the,’ defendant thereon,” 


The present second appeal is preferred 
by defendant No. 1. It is conceded by the 
learned Vakil for the appellant that he is not 
concerned to resist the learned Subordinate 
Judge’s decree in respect of any portion 
other than that lying between stations Nos. 5 
to 9. The substance of his appeal is that the 
learned Subordinate Judge has made a new 
case of custom and has taken him by surprise. 
Now the plaintiff claims not a public way but 
a village path or, as he puts it in his plaint, 
a semi-public way and he bases his title 
on grant, prescription, twenty years’ user and 
necessity. The Munsif finds that a grant, ex* 
press or implied, is neither proved nor capable 
of being presumed. He, therefore, rightly 
holds that the plaintiff cannot base his title 
on gran* or prescription. 

The learned Munsif next finds more 
than twenty years’ user of the existing path 
proved but his judgment is silent upon 
the question whether the plaintiff has 
acquired a title under section 26, Limita- 
tion Act. It would seem from their 
omission to mention this aspect of the 
case that both the Munsif and the Sub- 
ordinate Judge were of opinion that the 
character of the plaintiff’s enjoyment does 
not fulfil the conditions of that section. 
The learned Munsif, therefore, falls back 
upon necessity. But, as the learned 
Subordinate Judge has very properly 
observed, if no grant can he presumed, 
then there can be no way of necessity and 
the learned Mnnsif’s decree cannot be 
sustained. The learned Subordinate Judge, 
therefore, thinks that the pioper issue which 
arises in the case is whether any customary 
right is established. Now although the 
plaint does not allege any custom I agree 
that it would be unfair to scrutinise 
mujussil pleadings with too rauoh rigour 
and I cannot, under the circumstances, say 
that the Subordinate Judge was wrong in 
framing the issue, “Have the plaintiffs 
acquired the right of user over the disputed 
path as a village path by virtue of any 
custom.” But the defendant was clearly 
entitled to adduce rebutting evidence and 
the omission to give him a chance of doing 
so was an error of law. There is nothing 
to show that the evidenoe which he gave 
upon the question of immemorial user was 
intended to suffice for the trial of an issue 
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on custom or even that the possibility of 
such an issue was present in his mind. 
The learned Vakil for the respondent draws 
my attention to a sentence in the learned 
Munsif’s judgment which runs as follows: 

“The evidence of P. W. No. 4 and P. W. 
No. 5 precludes the presumption of a gopath 
or path by dedication, custom or immemorial 
user.” 

In my opinion these words are not 
sufficient to establish that the question of 
custom was directly and substantially 
litigated before him. I think, therefore, 
that there must be a remand. It is 
necessary to note that the learned Sub- 
ordinate Judge is right in holding that 
the obstruction complaine'd of is a continuing 
wrong and that the learned Munsif’s 
view that the claim to a width in excess 
of the existing path is barred, con- 
travenes the provisions of section 23, Limita- 
tion Act. It will be open, therefore, to the 
lower Courts to determine what is the width 
of way to which a customary right has been 
established. 

The learned Subordinate Judge’s decree 
will be set aside and the case remanded to 
him, with a direction that he will send down 
the 2nd and 3rd issues framed by him to the 
Court of First Instance for a finding return- 
able within two months of the record 
reaching the latter Court. It will be open 
to both parties to adduce such additional 
evidence as they may require. On the receipt 
of the 1st Court’s finding the Lower Appellate 
Court will dispose of the appeal without 
delay. 

It is admitted by both sides before me 
that no other issues are open and that if 
the plaintiff fails to prove the custom alleg- 
ed his whole suit must be dismissed. Costs 
will abide the result. 

Babu Upendra Rnm'ir Ron, for the Appel- 
lants in No. 24 and the Respondents in 
No. 25. 

Maulvi Nuruddm Ahmed , for the Respond- 
ent in No. 24 and the Appellant in No. 25. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sanderson, C. J. — In these cases the issue 
which is material for us to consider was 
framed in. the Court of first instance in this 
way: “Have the plaintiff and his co- villagers 
their alleged right of way by necessity, 
grant or prescription.” Evidence was taken 


with regard to that issue. When the cases 
came before the learned Judge in the First 
Appellate Court, he came to the conclusion 
that the issue which was really material 
had not been stated in the Court below; 
and consequently he framed the issue him- 
self, which was in these terms, “Have the 
plaintiffs acquired the right of user over 
the disputed path by virtue of any custom.” 
He purported to act under Order XLT, rule 
24, Civil Procedure Code, which I need not 
read; but he purported to deal with it as 
the re-settling of the issues; and, thereupon, 
as he thought, having re settled the issues, 
he dealt with the cases upon the evidence as 
it stood, without taking any further evidence 
or remanding the cases for further evidence. 
In my judgment, with great respect to the 
learned Judge, I think he made a mistake. 
I do not say for a moment that he made a 
mistake when he said that this was the real 
issue between the parties. What I mean 
by saying that he made a mistake is that 
he did not realise that he was not re-settling 
the issues, but was framing an entirely new 
issue which was quite different from aDy one 
of those which were tried by the learned 
Munsif. Therefore he came within Order 
XLT, rule 25, Code of Civil Procedure, which 
runs in these terms: “wherp the Court from 
whose decree the appeal -.is preferred has 
omitted to frame or try any issue, or to 
determine any question of fact, which appears 
to the Appellate Court essential to the 
right decision of the suit upon the merits.” 
That is what the learned Judge thought 
in these cases. Evidently he came to the 
conclusion that that was the issue which 
was essential for the right decision of the 
cases — then what were his powers? “The 
Appellate Court may, if necessary, frame 
issues and refer the same for trial to the 
Court from whose decree the appeal is 
preferred, and in such case shall direct 
such Court to take the additional evidence 
required.” I think that is the course 
which the learned Judge ought to have, 
taken. 

^ r - Justice Mullick has directed as 
follows: ‘ The Subordinate Judge’s decree 
will be set aside and the case will be 
remanded to him with a direction that 
he would send down the 2nd and 3rd 
issues framed by him to the Court of 
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First Instance for a finding returnable within 
two months of the record reaching the 
latter Court. It will be open to both 
parties to adduce such additional evidence 
as they m^y require. On receipt of the 
First Court’s finding the Lower Appellate 
Court will dispose of the appeal without 
delay.” I think that is a proper and 
right order to make in these cases. The 
result will be that in my judgment both 
these appeals will be dismissed and Mr. 
Justice Mullick’s order will stand. Inasmuch 
as neither side has succeeded, there will 
be no order for costs of these appeals. 

Mookerjee, J.— I agree. 

Appeals dismissed ; 

Case remanded. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 2555 of 1913 . 

February 5, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar and 

Mr. Justioe Spencer. 

PUMULL1 MANAKAL NARAYANAN 
NAMBUDRI PA D — Plaintiff — Appellant 


versus 

VENKITAJEL A AIYAR and others — 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 190SJ, (). XXXI I’, 
/•. 1, 99 — Morhjmjc —Ret tempt ion, .soil for — ■ Adverse 

rtainumts, joinder of, lehcihcr irregular — Misjoinder 

Prncl ice — Procedure. 


In a suit for redemption of a mortgage, if is not 
irregular to implead persons claiming title to the 
mortgaged property adversely to the mortgagor, [p. 
414, col. 2.] 

Krish nastcaoti, lu rc t 8 lml. Can. 885; 9 M. L. T. 
173, followed. 

Iladha Kumvar v. llcoli Sinyh, 35 lml. Cas. 939; ?8 
A. 18K; 14 A. L. -I. 1092; 20 C. \V. N. 1279; 20 M. L. T. 
211; 0916) 2 M. W. N. 200; 31 M. L. J. 671; 18 Bom. 
L. It. 850; 24 C. L. .!. 303. 5 L. W. 456 (P. C.), distin- 
guished. 


Even it tin* joinder ol such persons amounts to 
misjoinder and the Trial Court does not take the 
necessary steps to etire the defect before deciding 
the suit, the Appellate Court .should not reverse the 
decision of the Court of First Instance on the 
ground of misjoinder alone, unless such misjoinder 
has affected the merits of (he case or t he jurisdiction 
of t he Court. j>. 414, col. 2.] 

The question whether merits or jurisdiction have 
been affected should not be assumed but should 
lie deduced from the facts of each case, the evidence 
and the course of the trial in the Court of First 
Instance, [p. 415, col, l.J 


Second appeal against the decree of the 
Court of the Subordinate Judge, Palghat, 
in Appeal Suit Nos. 320 and 360 of 1911, 
preferred against the decree of the District 
Munsif, Palghat, in Original Suit No. 321 of 
1908. 

Mr. C. V. Anantliakrishna Aiyar , for the 
Appellant. 

Messrs. T. R. Ramachandra Aiyar and K . 
P. Govinda AJenon, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The Privy Council has, no 
doubt, held in Radha Runwar v. Reoti Singh 

(1) that in a suit by a mortgagee for sale t 
it was irregular to have joined as defend- 
ants parties who claimed portions of the 
mortgaged properties adversely to the mort- 
gagors. 

But whether in a suit for redemption , it 
would be irregular to add persons claiming 
title to the mortgaged property or portions 
thereof was not directly decided in that 
case. In In re Krishnaswami Pathan (2) Mr. 
Justice Krishnaswami Aiyar held that such 
a course was not obnoxious to the rules ot 
joinder. The present case seems analogous 
to the ease of hi re Krisluiasicami Pathan 

( 2 ) . 

Even if In re Krishnaswami Pathan (2) 
was wrongly decided and it was, therefore, 
the duty of the Court of Eirst Instance 
to have taken the necessary steps to cure 
the defect of misjoinder before deciding* the 
suit, the Appellate Court ought not to have 
reversed the decision of the Court of First 
Instance on the ground of misjoinder alone, 
unless such misjoinder had affected ' the merits 
of the case or the jurisdiction of the Court” 
[section 99 of the Code of Civil Proce- 
dure and Vasudeva Ravi Varma v. Athikottil 
Eazhuvan Eannanur (3).] The Lower Appel- 
late Court has assumed on general observations 
found in some of the decisions, that the alleged 
misjoinder in this case must have affected 
the merits. The grounds of the appeal to 
the Lower Appellate Court preferred by the 
1st defendant and the grounds in the memo- 
randum of objections presented by the 19th 
defendant in that Court do not allege that 

the merits or the jurisdiction of the Court 

(1) 35 lml. Cas. 939; 38 A. 488; 14 A. L. J. 1002; 20 
C. \Y. N. 1279; 20 M. L. T. 211; (1916) 2 M. W. N. 
200; 31 M. L. J. 571; 18 Bom. L. R. 850; 24 C. L. J. 
303; 5 L. W. 456 (P. 0.) 

(2) 8 lml. Cas. 885; 9 M. L. T. 173. 

(3) 26 Iud. Cas. 51. 
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were affected. It is on the facts of each 

*i 

case, the evidence and the course of the 
trial in the Court of First Instance that the 
question whether merits or jurisdiction have 
been affected should be decided. In the 
present case, we think that there is no 
question of the jurisdiction having been affect- 
ed and if the merits have been affected 
at all, the justice of the case could be 
fully met by allowing the defendants 
Nos. 1 and 19 to let in any further 
evidence on the question of improvements 
and on the title to the lands claimed by 
the 19th defendant, which the Lower Appel- 
late Court thinks would have been adduced 
or is necessary to be allowed to be adduced 
for deciding th encase satisfactorily. 

We, therefore, set aside the Lower Appel- 
late Court’s decision and direct the Appeals 
Nos. 320 and 360 of 1911 on the file of 
that Court with the connected memorandum 
of objections to be restored to file and direct 
that Court to re-bear the appeals and to 
pass a fresh decision according to law after 
allowing an opportunity to the defendants 
Nos. 1 and 19 to adduce fresh evidence on 
the points above mentioned, the plaintiff being 
at liberty to adduce rebutting evidence so far 
as it is permitted by the law. Costs in all 
Courts will be provided for in the revised 
decision of the Lower Appellate Court. 

Appeal allowed ; Case sent back. 

Y.R.P. 

CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Letters Patent Appeals Nos. 52 and 55 

of 1916. 

March 19, 1917. 

Present : — Sir Lancelot Sanderson, Kt., Chief 

Justice, and Mr, Justice N R. Chatterjea. 

In No. 52 of 1916 

ATIKULLA MUNSHI — Defendant — 

Appellant 

versus 

AZIMUDDIN HAJI — Plaintiff — 

Respondent. 

In No. 55 of 1916 

AZIMUDDIN HAJI — Plaintiff — 

Appellant 

versus 

ATIKULLA MUNSHI — Defendant — 

Respondent. 

Sonthal Pergannas Regulation ( HI of 1872), s. 6 — 
Contract for evading provisions of section, whether 
enforceable— Sonthal Pergannas. 


In the Southal Pergannas a contract between a 
borrower and a lender for the repayment with interest 
of the principal sum borrowed, which is really a 
subtle device for the purpose of evading the pro- 
visions of section 6 of Regulation III of 1872, is not 
invalid, and the Court ought to enforce the contract 
in accordance with the provisions of the Regulation 
regulating the rate at which interest is to be allowed, 
[p. 417, col. 1.] 

Rs. 550 were borrowed in the Sonthal Pergannas 
on condition of repayment by 550 maunds of paddy 
within four months. It was found that on the due 
date of repayment the price of paddy was Rs. 2 per 
maund: 

Held, that though the condition contravened the 
provisions of Regulation III of 1872, still having 
regard to the real meaning of the contract the 
plaintiff was entitled to recover the principal and 
25 per cent, interest from the date of the loan up 
to the date of repayment mentioned in the contract 
and in addition interest at 12 per cent from the date 
of repayment mentioned in the contract up to the 
date on which the suit was instituted and then from 
the date of the institution of the suit at the rate of 6 
per cent, per annum until realisation, [p. 417, col. 2.J 

Appeals under section 15 of the Letters 
Patent, against the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Newbould, dated the 27th January 1916, 
in Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 4150 

of 1913. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment of 

Newbould, J. — In this suit the appellant 
claimed Rs. 1,100 on a mortgage-bond 
executed by the defendant. The defendant 
had borrowed Rs. 550 in cash from the 
plaintiff in Kartick 1315 and undertook 
to re-pay 550 maunds of paddy in Magh 
the same year and mortgaged 20 bighas 
odd land as security. The plaintiff sued 
to recover Rs. 1,100 on the ground that 
the price of paddy in Magh 1315 was Rs. 2 
per maund. Both the lower Courts have 
held that this was contrary to the provi- 
sions of section 6 of Regulation III of 1872, 
the Sonthal Pergannas Settlement Regulation, 
and granted a mortgage-decree for the 
principal amount only without any interest. 

I agree with the learned District Judge 
that the agreement to repay the money 
lent by paddy of greater value was an 
agreement to repay the loan with interest 
and that the provisions of section 6 of 
the Regulation are applicable. But I can- 
not agree with him that the agreement 
is contrary to the provisions of that Regu- 
lation or a device to evade its provisions 
and the contract is, therefore, void under 
section 23 of the Indian Contract Act. A 
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similar case came before this Court, the 
case of Shama Oharan Misser v. Chuni Lai 
Mar nar i (1), in which the effect of an 
agreement to pay compound interest, which 
is also referred to in section H of the 
Regulation, had to be considered. It has 
been pointed out in that case that there 
is no law or Regulation laying down that 
an agreement between any two persons 
living in the Sontbal Pergannas to pay 
compound interest upon the amount borrowed 
is unlawful” within the meaning of section 
*23 of the Contract Act. All that the 

law provides is that compound interest will 
not be decreed by any Court. Mutatis 

mutandis this decision is equally applicable 
to an agreement to pay interest at a higher 
rate than two per cent. per mensem. 

There is nothing illegal in such a contract 
but it will not be enforced by any Court 
at the higher rate. The contract in ques- 
tion must be regarded as a contract to 
pay interest at a higher rate. Rut no 
Court on that agreement can allow interest 
at a higher rate than two per cent, per 
mensem as provided in section 6. The 
suit was brought three years and nine 
months after the contract was entered 
into and interest at the statutory rate for 

that peiiod amounts to Rs. 495 (rupees 

four hundred and ninety-five only). The 
plaintiff is entitled, therefore, to recover 
the principal and the interest for the same, 
Rs. 1,045 (rupees one thousand and forty- 
five only) in all and the decrees of the 
Court below will, therefore, be varied by 
increasing the amount decreed from 

Rs. 550 to Rs. 1,045. The appellant will get 
his costs in all the Courts. 

Rabu Manmathu Nath Iioy t for the Appellant 
in No. 52. — The suit was brought on a mort- 
gage-bond executed by the defendant-appel- 
lant. The money lent on the bond was only 
Rs. 550. There was no stipulation to pay 
interest, but the mortgagor agreed in the 
mortgage-bond to deliver, about three months 
after the mortgage, 550 maunds of paddy 
to the mortgagee. This agreement for the 
delivery of 550 maunds of paddy in lieu of 
interest was nothing but a device to get 
rid of the provisions of section (> of the 
Sonthal Pergannas Regulation AIL of 1872, 
which restricts the right of the mortgagee 

(1) L’b (J. 2:38; 13 hid. I )w. (n. s.) 757. 


to realise interest on the money advanced at 
more than a certain rate speciGed in the 
section. The Hon’ble Judge was wrong iu 
allowing interest at 24 per cent, per annum 
from the date of loan to the date of suit. 
The plaintiff did not claim any interest 
after the due date. He only claimed the 
value of the paddy agreed to be paid, which 
was Rs. 1,100. My client is not liable to 
pay interest at 24 per cent, per annum upto 
the date of suit, lie is not liable to pay 
interest to the plaintiff for the period sub- 
sequent to the due date of delivery, as there 
is no such stipulation in the mortgage-bond 
to that effect. The English and Indian 
oases go to show that interest as such can- 
not be allowed in the absence of any agree- 
ment to that effect. 

Then as regards the contract to pay 550 
maunds of paddy in lieu of interest, 1 sub- 
mit that the contract is void and unenforce- 
able because it is in contravention of section 
6 of the Sonthal Pergannas Regulation III 
of 1872. The effect of the contract is to 
give tho plaintiff more than what he can 
demand under the law, and to make the 
defendant liable to pay an amount which he 
is not liable to pay under the law. The object 
of the law would be defeated if the plaintiff 
be allowed to enjoy the effect of this in- 
genious device. So the defendant was fully 
justified in refusing to deliver 550 maunds 
of paddy. 

The plaintiff can, no doubt, claim damages, 
which should be assessed at a reasonable 
rate. It cannot be 24 per cent, per 
annum. 

Maulvi A. Ahmad , for the Respondent in No. 
52 — My client does not claim interest. There 
is a simple contract in the mortgage -bond for 
the delivery of poddy for tho breach of 
which the plaintiff is entitled to get damages. 
The amount that has been awarded, whether 
call it interest or damages, is reasonable. 

As regards Regulation III of 1872, I 
submit that it does not apply when there is 
a contract to deliver paddy on a certain 
date. The Regulation can be made appli- 
cable to a case where there is a loan with 
a stipulation to pay interest on the money 
lent. The case of Shama Oharan Misser v. 
Chuni Lai Mancari (1) lay< down that a 
contract in contravention of section b of the 
Regulation is valid. The stipulation ha9 
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never been found by any of the Courts below 

as a device to avoid the provisions of the 
oonthal Pergannas law. 

Babu Manmalha Nath Ruy, in reply. 

JUDGMENT. 


come to the conclusion that it was a 

to evade the Regulation, what 
result Y 


device 
is the 


Sanderson, C. J.— This appeal from the 
judgment of my learned brother Mr. 
Justice Newbould raises a point which is 
somewhat out of the ordinary. 

I do not suppose that the decision that 
I am about to give will be a precedent 
in other cases, because I imagine that the 
particular form of the contract in the 
present case is not a usual one. The borrower 

° l ^ n , 550 entered into an agreement 
dated the 10th of Kartick 1315, reciting 
that he borrowed on that day Rs. 550 

for the purpose of purchasing hide with- 
in the- month of Magh of the current 
year which is the period fixed for repay- 
ment.” Then instead of undertaking to 
repay the money, the method of repay- 
ment was as follows : — 

r shall pay off by 550 maunds of dried 
autumnal paddy by weighing them on the 
same day, at the rate of one maund per 
rupee, and I shall have it entered on the 
back of this deed;” so that, the method 
of repayment was by delivery of certain 
paddy which ,s to be 550 maunds at the 
rate of one maund per rupee. Then the 
borrower said: If I fail to pay the paddy 

I shall be liable to make good the gain 
which would accrue to you by purchase 
and sale with the said money.” 

Now the learned Judge in the first 
Appellate Court came to the conclusion that 
this was really a subtle device for the 
purpose of evading the provisions of Regu- 
lation III of 1872, a Regulation for fhe 
peace and good government of the territory 
known as the Sonthal Pergannas. He based 
this conclusion on the fact that it was 
proved that the price of pady in Magh 1315 
was s. - per maund, t.e., the sum repayable 

“ S ® 8 ' 1 - ]00 ' the result being that the 
Rs. 550 was to double itself in three 
months. I think that is a conclusion 
which he was justified in coming to upon 
the terms of this agreement. It was in 
effect an agreement to repay the principal 
sum which was borrowed and interest at 
the rate of 100 per cent, on the date of 

repayment, namely, Magh 1335. Having 

21 


It was argued by the learned Vakil for the 
appellant that the whole contract was invalid. 
I hen, I think, he rather abandoned that 
position and said that he could not dispute 
that the principal sum could be recovered 
but he contended that no interest was 
recoverable. I do not think that the con- 
tract was invalid. I think that having 
come to the conclusion that the real effect 
of the contract was an undertaking to repay 
the principal and interest at the rate of 
something like 100 per cent, within three 
months, what we have then to see is 
what the Court would do in such a case. 

e find that in the Regulation there 
are certain provisions varying according to 
the period for whioh interest is to be 
calculated, which direct the Court as to the 
rate at which the interest is to be allowed. 

I think the Court ought to enforce the 
contract in accordance with those provi- 
sions of the Regulation. Therefore, the 
period for which interest was to be cal- 
culated, having regard to the real mean- 
ing of the contract, was from the date of 
the loan to the month of Magh in the same 
year, which the learned Vakil told me 
was about months. In my judgment in- 
asmuch as that is less than a year, 
applying the Regulation section f>, paragraph 
UH, the rate of interest for that period 

w , ou ' be 25 . Per cent. Therefore, the 
plaintiff is entitled to recover the principal 

and 2.J per cent, interest from the date 
of the loan down to the date of repayment 
mentioned in the contract. 

In addition to that, the plaintiff is entitled 
to damages, inasmuch as the defendant 
did not pay that which he was legally 
bound to pay under the contract ; and the 
question then arises, what will be the rate 
of interest which the defendant should be 
charged in respect of the period after 
the date of repayment mentioned in the 
contract. We have had certain cases 
mentioned to us in some of which 6 per cent, 
interest was allowed, in some of which 12 
per cent was allowed, and in some of 
which 2o per cent, was allowed. Having 

regard to all the circumstances of this case 

I am of opinion that 12 per cent, would 
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be a reasonable rate of interest to be 
allowed from the date of repayment men- 
tioned in the contract down to the date 
on which the suit was instituted: and, then 
from the date of the institution of the 
suit at the rate of 6 per cent, per annum 
until realisation. 

Inasmuch as the plaintiff succeeded to' 
some extent but has not succeeded to the 
full extent for which he contended, I 
think the fairest thing as regards costs in 
this appeal is to make each party pay their 

own costs of this hearing. 

This judgment disposes of both the 
appeals (Nos. 52 and 55), and we direct 
that each party do pay their own costs of 
this hearing in Appeal No. 55 also. 

Chatter*! ea, J.— I agree. 

Suit partly decreed. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Ski UNO Civil Appeal No. 1666 of 1911. 

September 21, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Spencer and 
Mr. Justice Krishnan. 

KOVVURI THIRD PATH I RAJU — 

Plaintiff — Appellant 

i 

versus 

KOVVURI VKNKATARAJU, minor by 

HIS MOTHER AND OUARDIAN SANYASAMMA 

and others— Defendants Nos. 1 to 3 

— Respondents. 

Limitation Act {IX of 1008), Sch. l t Art,. 44, 144- 
Joint Hindu family— Alienation by manager of minor 
co. parcener', property , describing himsclj an minor's 
guard mu - Suit for possession after majority , nature of 
— Guardian and u:aid — Limitation. 

Article 44, Schedule I, of the Limitation Act applies 
to cases in which a person acts as a guardian ot a 
minor in respect of property in which lie has indivi- 
dual rights of ownership. 

A suit by a member of a joint Hindu tainily for 
possession of property alienated by the manager 
during the plaintiff’s minority describing himself as 
the guardian of the minor, is not a suit to set aside 
a sale by a guardian to which Article 44 of the 
Limitation Act applies, hut is one for possession of 
immoveable property within the meaning of Article 
144. 

Hadhu liain v. Mohan Singh , 29 lml. Cas. 11)9; 84 
p. L. It. 1915; 90 P. W. It. 1915, followed. 

Sivavadcvclu Pillay v. Ponnammal t 16 lnd. Cas. 
365; 22 M. L. J. *104; 11 M. L. T. 198; (1912) M. W. N. 

38 3, distinguished. 


Second appeal against the decree of the 
District Court, Vizagapatam, in Appeal 
Suit No. 186 of 1913, preferred against 
that of the District Munsif’s Court, Choda- 
varam, in Original Suit No. 918 of 1911. 

The Hon’ble Mr. S. Srinivasa Aiyangar 
(Advocate-General), for the Appellant. 

Mr. V. Ramesam , for the Respondents. 
JUDGMENT. — We are of opinion that 
Article 44 of the Limitation Act 1877 cannot 
properly be applied to this case. . ^ 

No doubt in the sale-deed the plaintiff’s 
brother is described as the guardian of the 
minor as w ell as his senior brother, but 

the family was admittedly an undivided one, 
and it is a well-established principle of 
law that in an undivided family no guardian 
can be appointed for a minor co- parcener 
who has no separate property [see Gharib - 
nllah v. Khalak Singh (1) and Bindaji v. 
Mathur at ai (2/.J 

The case reported as Sivavadevelu . Pillay 
v. Ponnam trial (3) was one in which the 
minor’s guardian was his mother and no 
question of co-parcenary property was raised. 
The transaction evidenced by the sale-deed, 
Exhibit I, was essentially one of sale by 
the managing member of a joint Hindu 
family. Article 44 may apply to cases m 
which a person acts, as a guardian of a 
minor in respect of property in which he 

has individual rights of ownership. 

The view that we take coincides with 
the view taken in a similar case, Radhu 
Ram v. Mohan Singh (4), and we adopt 
the reasoning of the learned Judges who 
decided that case. Under Article 144 of 
the Limitation Act we think that the 
plaintiff had 12 years’ time to sue for posses- 
sion. We, therefore, allow the appeal and 
remand the case to the lower Appellate 
Court for decision according to law of the 
other issues arising in the case. Costs in 
this Court and in the lower Appellate Court 
will abide and follow the result. 

Appeal allowed ; Case remanded . 

T.K.P. 

(1) 25 A. 407; 30 I. A. 105; 5 Bom. L. R. 478; 7 C. 
W. N. 081; 8 Sar. 1\ C. J. 483 (P. C.). 

( 2 ) 30 B. 152; 7 Bom. L. R. 809. 

(3) 15 lnd. Cas. 305; 22 M. L. J. 404; 11 M. L. 1. 

198; (1912) M. W. N. 383. 

(4) 29 lnd. Cas. j99; 84 P. L. R. 1915; 90 P. W. R. 
1915. 
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SATIS CHANDRA BA8U V . NITTTA GOFAL HALDAR. 

CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 1691 

of 1913. 

April 19, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 

k^TIb CHANDRA BASU and others— 
Defendants Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 5 — 

Appellants 
versus 

NUTYA GOPAL HALDAR and others — 

— Plaintiffs and other Defendants — 

Respondents. 

Bengal Tenancy Act ( VIII B. C. of JS85), Sch. Ill, 
Art. 3, applicability of — Dispossession by landlord as 
such, whether necessary — Limitation. 

In order that the special rule of limitation as com- 
prised in Article 3 of Schedule III of the Bengal 
-tenancy Act may apply, it is not necessary that the 
dispossession must be by the landlord as such. fp 
420, col. 1.] 

A suit by a ryot to recover possession of a holding, 
from which lie was dispossessed by the defendants 
with whom it was settled by the landlords after they 
had purchased it in execution of a decree, is governed 
by Article 3, Schedule III, of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. [p. 420, col 1. 1| 

Appeal against the decree of the Additional 
District Judge, 24-Pergannahs, dated the 
15th March 1913, affirming that of the 

Munsif, Diamond Harbour, dated the 13th 
December 1911, 

Babu Ramchandra Mojumdar (with him 
Babu Panchanan Ghose for Babu Chandra 
Sekhar Baneyji ), for the Appellants.— The 
only question for which your Lordships’ deci- 
sion is invited in this case is the point of 
limitation, (whether in the present case Article 
3 of Schedule III of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act applies or whether the ordinary rule of 
twelve years applies. I submit that the 
special limitation of two years is clearly ap- 
plicable here and as such the suit is not 
maintainable. The lower Appellate Court 
has erred in law in thinking that Article 3 of 
Schedule 111 of the Bengal Tenancy Act is no 
bar to the present suit. The appellants, in 
order to invoke the aid of Article 3, Schedule 
III, are not required to show that dis- 
possession was by the landlords as such . 
Refers to the judgment of Fletcher and 
Teunon, JJ., in Fani Bhusan Sarkar v. Pulin 
Chandra Mandal (1), where Fletcher, J., held 
that nothing warrants the addition of such 
words as ‘by the landlords as such’ after the 
wording in the 3rd column ;, of Article 3 

(1) 5 [nd. Cm. 838. 


of Schedule III of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Refers to Rudra Narain Maity Nat abar Jana 
( 2 ). 

Babu Sashi Sikhar Bose{ with him Babu Biraj 
Mohan Mozumdar) , for the Respondents.— 
Iu your Lordships’ judgment in Fani Bhusan 
Sarkar y. Pulin Chandra Mandal (1), it is 
said that there was an ouster by the land- 
lord and so the special law of limitation of 
two years applied. In Rudra Narain Maity 
v. Natabar Jana (2) the tenant was 
ousted by a purchaser at the instance of the 
landlord. So the 2 years’ limitation applied. 
In Basanta Kumari v. Nanda Ram (3) ouster 
was not by the landlord. The judgment in 
Kamal Dhari Thakur v. Rameshwar Singh 
(4) considers all the other cases on 
the point. In the present case Article 3 of 
Schedule III of the Bengal Tenancy Act cannot 
be applied and so the appeal cannot succeed/ 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal by the 
defendants Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 5 from a deci- 
sion of the learned Additional District Judge 
of the 24-Pergannahs, dated the 15th 
March 1913, affirming a decision of the 
Munsif at Diamond Harbour. The only 
question raised in this appeal is the question 
of limitation and that is whether Article 3 
of Schedule III of the Bengal Tenanoy Aot 
applies to this case or whether the ordinary 
rate of twelve years applies. The father 
of the defendants Nos. 1 and 2 was the 
landlord of the plaintiffs and the pro forma 
defendants. He obtained in the first 
instance, in the year 1899, an ex parte decree 
for rent. That was set aside and the case 
was tried on the merits and a new decree 
was passed. In execution of that decree the 
property was put up to sale and purchased 
by the landlord and possession was delivered 
in the year 1904. Then the landlord settled 
some of the lands with the present tenants, 
the defendants Nos. 3, 4 and 5. The plaint- 
iffs brought their suit for possession of a 13- 
anna share of the property, alleging that the 
dispossession took place in 1909, The only 
question that has been argued in this appeal 

(2) 2L Ind. Cas. 431; 18 C. W. N. 353; 18 0. L J 
89; 41 C. 52. 

(3) 20 Ind. Cas. 350; 17 C. W. N. 1149; 18 C. L. J. 

86 . 

(4) 19 Ind. Cas. 545; 17 C. W. N. 817. 
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is whether the special rule of limitation 
applies to a case of this nature or whether, as 
some of the eases say, the dispossession, in 
order that the special rule of limitation com- 
prised in Article 3 of Schedule III may apply, 
must be by the landlord as such. Hie 
decisions are not all one way. I here are 
conflicting decisions on this point. The 
latest decision is one of my own which is in 
favour of the appellants and, in the view 
that the matter is one on which different 
Courts have come to different conclusions, l 
think my own decision in which Mr. Justice 
Teunon concurred is, with all due respect, 
as much likely to be right as the others. 
The words “as such” do not appear in the 
Article and it is admitted that the special 
rule of limitation, which was passed appa- 
rently for the reason that disputes between 
landlord and tenant as to ouster should be 
settled and determined within the shorter 
period 6xed by the Legislature rather than 
the longer period of twelve years, is con- 
siderably cut into by the addition of words m 
the Article such as the words “when the 
landlord dispossesses as such.” There are 
no such words in the Article and I do not see 
why the Article should be limited or the 
generality of the language used therein cut 
down because it may be a hard case on the 
tenant. These holdings are of small value 
as a rule and it is essential that disputes of 
this nature should be decided within the 
shorter period mentioned in the Article. I 
see no reason to dissent from the judgment 
that l delivered in Fani Bhusan Sarkar v. 
P jdin Chandra Mandal (1). That being so, 

I do not agree in the view of the learned 
Additional District Judge. The learned 
Munsif came to this finding. That assuming 
that the special rule of limitation contained 
in Article 3 of Schedule III of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act applied, he was of Opinion 
that the evidence did not show that the dis- 
possession took place in 131- as alleged by 
the defendants and, therefore, the plaintiffs’ 
suit, in any event, was brought within 
time. The learned Additional District 
Judge made no finding in this respect. 
The case must, therefore, go back to the 
lower Appellate Court for the purpose of 
making a tinding as to whether the suit 
was brought within time, having regard to 
the fact that, in our opinion, the special 

rule of limitation does apply, and then to 


pass a decree according to 
abide the result. 

New BO llp, J. — f agree. 


law. Costs will 


Case remanded. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
Miscellaneous Case No. 129 of 1916. 

October 24, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Walsh and 
Mr. Justice Stuart. 

CHAMPA LAL — Applicant 

versus 

MANGAL CHAND another— 

. Opposite Parties. 

[Jrrrsr possession, whether queftinn of hi u— fturden 
ofiiroo) — Liirtifnlion Act (IX of 1903), Sc/,./, Art. Ui 
— /’osscssm », unit for— Limitation. • 

A question of adverse possession may bo a question 
of law where the facts are not in dispute and where 
the conclusion dopends upon inferences to be drawn 

from admitted facts, [p. 420, col. 2. J . . 

V plaintiff in a suit for possession lias to show title 

and where it is alleged that he is out o possession 

lie must Show affirmatively that he has been in 

possession within twelve years of the suit. Lp- 4-0, 

Miscellaneous reference made by the 
Additional District Judge, Ajmer-Merwara, 

dated the 1st February 1916. 

Mr. F. A. Howard , for the 1 etitioner. 

Mr. Panna Lai, for the Opposite Party. 

JUDGMENT.— The first point we have 

to decide is whether in this case before us 

there is a question of law. It was decided 

as such on appeal in Ajmer and was referred 

to us as such. It is well settled that a 

question of adverse possession, where the 

facts are not in dispute and wlieie, therefore, 

it depends upon inferences to be darwn 

from admitted faots, may he a conclusion 

of law. We think that is the condition 

of things before us. Secondly, it has beeu 

urged by Mr. Panna Dal with great 

force that the onus is on the plaintiff. ' e 
agree. A plaintiff has to show title and 
where it is alleged that lie is out o 
possession, he must show affirmatively that 
he has been in possession within twelve yea 
of the suit. But possession may be ambiguous. 
Nothing shows that better than the ease 
to which my brother called attention, decided 
by the Privy Council and reported as 
Corea v. Appuhamy (1). In that caee there 
(1) (1012) A. 0. 230; 81L. J. !■ 0. 1W> k« 

T. 
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was no dispute about the facts. The 
only question in the first Court was 
whether the person in possession had taken 
possession as heir or as a squatter. The 
Privy Council held on the facts that he 
had come into possession in the only 
capacity he could lawfully come into posses- 
sion as one of several co-owners, and they 
held as a matter of law that nothing 
having happened to change his position, his 
possession never became adverse. Applying 
that principle to the facts of this case, so far 
as they are known, it seems to us that 
the right conclusion is that Mangal at any 
rate from and after 1903 was in possession 
either as tenant or as agent or as licensee of 
his uncle Jai Lai, and that his possession was, 
therefore, permissive. At any rate the facts are 
such as to throw the onus upon the present 
defendant to satisfy the Court that the 
possession was adverse. The authorities 
which Mr. Panna Lai has referred to 
only deal with the question of onus, which 
may be shifted by evidence. Such evidence 
may lead either to a contrary conclusion 
or leave the facts ambiguous. Neither 
party here was in a position to prove 
how Mangal originally came into posses- 
sion of this upper storey, but it is perfectly 
clear that when he was in possession he 
was a member of a joint family and, 
therefore, as a matter of law he could not 
be in adverse possession at that time. 

A partition took place in 1894 when his 
father had his share partitioned and the 
property in question remained the. joint 
property of the other two brothers. So 
that neither Mangal nor his father had 
any interset in it. Nonetheless he was 
allowed to remain in possession. In 1895 
another partition took place and the 
property in question was then partitioned 
and given to Jai Lai. Nonetheless Mangal 
remained still in possession. We think this 
fact alone, namely, the quick succession of par- 
ties and the continuance of possession in 
Mangal is in itself significant and rather 
raises the inference that he was allowed 
to continue after the partition, as he had 
been before the partition, in possession 
without interference by the other members 
of the family, but two things happened 
in 1903 which in the absence of any 
explanation to the contrary to our mind 
raise a very strong presumption, A certain 


person Ki®tur Chand, who was called as * 
witness, took a mortgage of this ver7 
property from Jai Lai in 1903 as he 
said. He knew the relationship of the 
parties and as we read his evidence he 
went out of his way, knowing that Mangal 
was in possession and that Jai Lai was 
purporting to deal with the property, to 
take what he called a rent-note from Jai Lai 
because he said he was Mangal’s uncle. It 
seems to us not improbable that Mangal 
knew all about this transaction and of 

course if he did, it was an arrangement 
to which he was a party and which is 
wholly inconsistent with his present 
contention; but whether he did or not 

know precisely of this particular transaction 
it is to our minds sufficient, if unexplained, 
to show that at that time Mangal was 

in possession for and on behalf of his 

uncle Jai Lai who was looking after the 
property. . The other point is that Jai Lai 
did not live there but lived far away 
while Mangal had always done so, and 
nothing is more natural in a joint family 
of this kind than that the uncle should 
allow the nephew to continue as he had 
done while the property was still joint. 

Ir is not suggested that since 1903 Mangal 
has done anything at all to show what 
is called adverse possession. We hold 
taking all these circumstances together that 
they are sufficient to justify the conclusion 
that Mangal was in possession, first, as a 
raemeber of the joint family and after 
partition, for and on behalf of Jai Lai 
and not independently of him. The first 
Court set out the law perfectly correctly, 
but it overlooked the fact that the expression 
adopted in the judgment from the authority 
which was being quoted, namely, “the 
character of an agent”, applied to the facts 
of this particular case. The Additional 
District Judge held that there was nothing 
on the record to show that the possession 
was permissive. That is where we differ 
from him, we think there is just enough 
and it is to be observed that the presumption 
as against Chatar Bhuj who sold this 
property, that the possession was always 
premissive, is in his case the only possible 
presumption consistent with his being an 
honest man. We do not think it well to 
answer the question in the precise terms 
of the reference, as it is submitted somewhat 
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in the abstract. We do not hold that 
when the parties are cousins the presump- 
tion of permission always arises, but we 
hold that on the facts of this particular case, 
there being nothing to show that respondent 
No. 1 ever exerted his possession adversely, 
the possession as a matter of inference justi- 
fied by the evidence was with the permis- 
sion first of the joint family and subse- 
quently with the permission of Jai Lai. 
The question is, therefore, answered in 
favour of the purchaser. We think, there- 
fore, that the appeal to the Court, from 
which the reference was made, should be 
allowed with costs, which under section 
20 of Regulation No. 1 of lb77 will 
include the costs of this reference. We 
think the costs certified are reasonable. 

Appeal allowed . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Order No. 291 

of 1914. 

August 18, 1916. 

Present : — Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, 
Kt., and Mr. Jusioe Cuming. 

ABU HAMID ZAHIR ALA- Plaintiff- 

Appellant 

versus 

GOLAM SARWAR— Defendant- 

Respondent. 

Arbitration — Arbitrators , absence oj some , from 
meetings, effect of — Award % validity of. 

Inasmuch as the parties to a submission to arbi- 
ration have the right to the presence and effect of 
the arguments, experience and judgment, of each 
arbitrator at every stage of the proceedings, so that 
by conference they may mutually assist each other 
in arriving at a just conclusion, it is essential 
that there should be a unanimous participation by the 
arbitrators in consulting and deliberating upon the 
award to be made. The operation of this rule is in no 
way affected by the fact that authority is conferred 
upon the arbitrators to make u majority award; even 
where less than the whole number of arbitrators may 
make a valid award, they cannot do so without con- 
sulting the other arbitrators, [p. 423, col. 2; p. 424, 
col. l.J 

Nana Ram v. Fakir C hand, 7 A. 523; A. W. N. 
(1885) 139; 4 Ind. Doc. (n. s.) 639: Falling v. 
Matchett , (1740) Wiles. 215; 125 E. R. 1138; Peringaml 
Keymer, In the matter of, (1835', 3 Ad. & E. 246; 111 
E. R. 406; 42 R. R. 370, relied upon. 

Kazec Syud Nascr Ali v. Mnsammat Tinoo Dossia 0 
W. R. 96, distinguished. 

Appeal against the decision of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge of 24-Pergannnhs, dated the 
23rd May 1914. 


Babus Mahendra Nath Ray and Satis 
Chunder Mukherjee , for the Appellant. 

Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar , for the Res- 
pondent. 

JUDGMENT. — We are invited in this 
appeal to consider the propriety of an order of 
dismissal of an application under paragraph 
17 of the Second Soheduleto the Civil Pro- 
cedure Code, 1908, for the enforcement of 
a private award. The relevant portion of 
the agreement of reference was in these 
terms: — 

“Considering it desirable to deoide the 
matters in dispute by arbitrators and so 
appointing the above-mentioned gentlemen as 
arbitrators, we execute this deed of reference 
and agree that the award, which all the 
arbitrators unanimously or the majority of 
the arbitrators will make, will be accepted 
as a decree of a superior Court and will 
have force and be valid at all places. In 
case of difference of opinion among the 
arbitrators, the majority of them will make 
and be competent to make their award 
unanimously. To that no objection by any 
of us will be entertained nor shall we be com- 
petent to make any.” Under this instrument, 
five gentlemen were appointed arbitrators, 
three of whom alone signed the award. The 
application with which we are now concerned 
was made for the enforcement of this award. 
Thedefendant objected that there wasno valid 
award in law because two of the arbitrators 
bad not attended all the sittings and one at 
least did not take part in the final delibera* 

; tions. The plaintiff contended that inasmuch 
as three arbitrators who bad made the 
award had attended all the meetings, and as a 
majority of the arbitrators was competent to 
make a valid award, the award was legal and 
enforceable. The Subordinate Judge has 
overruled these contentions on the ground 
that all the arbitrators should be present at 
all the meetings and particularly at the last 
when the final act of arbitration is done, 
though as a result of this united deliberation 
• there may be an award by a majority only of 
them. In our opinion, the view taken by the 
Subordinate Judge is correct. 

It is now firmly se tied, as ruled in Nand Ram 
v. Fakir Chand ( l ), that when a case has been 
referred to arbitration, the presence of all the 

(l) 7 A. 623; A. W. N. (1886) 139, 4 Iud. Deo. 
(n. s.) 639, 
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arbitrators at all the meetings and above all at 
the last meeting, when the final act of arbitra- 
tion is done, is essential to the validity of the 
award. There the case had been referred by 
the Court to the arbitration of three persons 
and the parties had agreed to be bound as to 
the matters in dispute by the decision of the 
majority. One of the arbitrators sub- 
sequently refused to act and withdrew from 
the arbitration. Oldfield and Mahmood, JJ., 
held that the award of the majority was not 
binding. A similar view was taken in 
Sreenath Ghose v. Raj Chunder Paul (2). 
Our attention, however, has been drawn to 
the earlier decision in Kazee Syud Naser All 
v. Musammat Tinoo Dossil (3) as an authority 
for the contrary position. We are of opinion 
that this case is clearly distingishable, and is 
an authority only for the proposition that an 
award of arbitrators cannot be set aside on 
the ground that it is erroneous for that only 
two out of three arbitrators signed the award 
when the parties agreed to abide by the 
decision of the majority. There is nothing 
to indicate that the arbitrator who did not 
sign the award had not taken part in the 
deliberations. The principle which underlies 
the view we take is best stated in the words 
of Russell, which have now became classical, 
quoted as they were with approval in In re 
Beck and Jackson (4) and Khelut Chunder Ghose 
v. Tarachnrn Koondoo (5): As the arbitrators 
must all act, so must they all act together. 
They must each be present at every meeting; 
and the witnesses and the pirties must be 
examined in the presence of them all; for 
the parties are entitled to have recourse to 
the arguments, experience and jadgmenfc of 
each arbitrator at every stage of the proceed- 
ings brought to bear on the minds of his 
fellow Judges, so that by conference they 
shall mutually assist.. each other in arriving 
at a just decision.” The same point of view 
had been emphasised in Balling v. 
Matchett (6), where the Court of Common 
Pleas observed as follows: — “it has often 
been said that if that one had been present,” 
that i.3j the arbitrator who did not attend, ‘he 

(2) 8 W. R. 171. 

(3) 6 W. n. 95. 

( 4) (1857) 1 C. B. (n. s ) 695; 140 E. R. 286; 107 
R. R. 861. 

(5) 6 VV. R. 269 at p. 272. 

• (6) (1740) Wiles 215; 125 E. R. 1138. 


could not by his vote have turned the majority 
the other way, when all the rest were 
unanimous; yet it has always received this 
answer that every one has a right to argue \ 
and debate as well as to give his vote and 
it is possible at least that the person absent, 
may, if he had been present at the meeting, 
have made use of such arguments as may? 
have brought over the majority of the rest 
to be of his opinion.” The matter was put 
substantially in the same way in Pering 
and Keymer t In the matter of (7). Lord 
Denman observed: Any two, under such sub- 
mission as this, that is, a submission which 
provides for a valid award by the majority, 
may makq a good award. But then it must K 
be after discussion with the other arbitrator. ' 
If after discussion, it appears that there is no • 
chance of agreement with one of the 
arbitrators, the others may indeed proceed, 
without him.’’ Coleridge, J., added: “The 
parties have not got what they stipulated for. 
They stipulated that two at least should make 
the award; but no two could make it till each 
arbitrator had been consulted.” This view 
accords with that adopted in Peterson v. Ayre 
(8); White v. Sharp (9); Temple man t In re 
(10); Burton v. Knight (11); Morgan v. Bolt 
(12) and Doberor v. Morgan (13). 

We adopt the principle that inasmuch as 
the parties to the submission have the right 
to the presence and effect of the arguments, 
experience and judgment of each arbitrator 
at every stage of the procee lings, so that by 
conference they may mutually assist each 
other in arriving at a just conclusion, it is 
essential that there should be a unanimous 
participation by the arbitrators in 
consulting and deliberating upon the 
award to be made; the operation of this rule 
is in no way affected by the fact that authority 
is conferred upon the arbitrators to make 
a majority award; even where less than the 

(7) (1835) 3 Ad. & E. 245 ; 111 E. R. 406; 42 R. R. 
376 

(8) (1854) 14 C. B. 665; 2 C. L. R. 722; 23 L. J. C. 

P. 129; 2 W. R. 373; 139 E. R. 273; 23 L. T. (o. s.) 67; 

98 R. R. 805. 

(9) (1844) l Car & K. 348; 12 M. & W. 7 12; 1 D. & 

L. .039; 13 L. J. Ex. 215; 8 Jur. 314; 152 E R. 1385. 

(10) (1842 ) 9 D. P. C. 962; 6 Jur. 324. 

(U) (170-5) 1 Eq. Ca. Abr. 50; 21 E. R. 856. 

(12) (1563) 7 L. T. 671; 11 \V. R. 2 55. 

(13) (VJ03) 34 Can. Sup. Ct. 125. 
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whole number of arbitrators may make a valid 

• award, they cannot do so without consulting 

the other arbitrators. The inference follows 

*- * hat in the present case there is no valid 
award. 

The result is that the decree of the 
Subordinate Judge is affirmed and this appeal 
dismissed with costs. We assess the hearing 
fee at .five gold mohnrs. 

A ppen 1 <1ism issed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
Second Cmi. Appeal No. 5S5 oe 1010. 

April 14, 1917. 

Present : — Sir Henry Richards, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Justice Sir P. C. Banerji, Kt. 
RAMJI LAL — Decree-holder — 

Appellant 


versus 

KARAN SINGH and another — Judgment- 

debtors — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Codr ( Act V of \90SJ, (>. XXXI V, 
r. 5— Instalment decree— Default- A r j, l icat ion for 
final decree, nature of —Limitation .1,-/ (/.V of 1008) 
Sch. I, Art. 181. 

Under I Ik* Civil Procedure Code, 1008, nil a|*plio:i. 
tion for a final decree is not an application in c\«*. 
cut ion. [p. 425, col. l.J 

In a suit on a mortgage a compromise was effected 
l»y which the defendant was required pay the 
money \>v certain instalments and in defanll of pay. 
ment ol any one instalment the properly was to be 
sold for the full amount of the claim. On defanll. 
being made, the decree. holder applied under Order 

XXXIV, rule 5, of t he Civil Procedure Code, lt»r a 

final decree. The application was dismissed on the 
ground that tin* decree was barred by time: 

Held, that Article 181 of Schedule 1 of the Limita- 
tion Act applied to the case and that time began In 
run from t he date when default was made. | p. 423 
col. 1.1 


Second appeal against the decision of the 
Subordinate Judge, Meerut, dated the 6th 
January 1916. 

TACIS of the case appear from the 
judgment. 

Mr. Rad ha h until M ulunya, for the Appel- 
lant.— A compromise was effected in a mort- 
gage suit. The mortgagor agreed to pay the 
amount of the mortgage by instalments. It 
was also agreed that if any default was made 
in the payment of instalments the decree- 
holder shall be entitled to get the property 
m Id. Certain instalments have been paid. 
'I I e first default was made on the 2nd of 


February 1915. The decree-holder then 
applied for a final decree. The Courts below 
dismissed the application as barred by 
time. The application is not an application 
in execution, but is for obtaining a final decree 
and the applicant is entitled to obtain a final 
decree if be comes within time of the first 
default. Theoase is governed by Article 181 
of Schedule I of the Limitation Act. 

Mr. Lnkshmi Xarayan , for the Respondents. 
— The payment of the instalments having not 
been certified as provided by Order XXI, rule 
‘2, of the Civil Procedure Code, 1908, the Court 
could not recognize the payments. The 
application is clearly three years after the 
date of the decree and as such is barred by 
time. The case of Chhattar Singh v. Amir 
Singh (1) clearly covers the case. 

Mr. Radha Kant a Malaviya was not called 
upon. 

JUDGMENT, — This appeal arises out of 
a suit which was originally instituted upon 
foot of a mortgage. The suit resulted in a 
compromise decree, which provided that the 
defendants should pay Rs. 600 by certain 
instalments therein mentioned and that in 
default of any one of the instalments tire 
property should be sold for the full amount 
of tlio claim and costs. It is alleged (and 
we may assume for the purposes of this 
appeal) that t lie judgment-debtors paid 
several of the instalments. According to tiro 
decree-holder default was first of all made on 
the 2nd of February 1915. Such default 
having been made, the present application 
was preferred for a final decree under Order 
XXX IV, r ule 5. The Court below has d is miss- 
ed the application as being barred by time. 
The Court relying on a decision of this 
Court [affirmed by the decision reported as 
Chhattar Singh v . Amir Siup//(1)], has dismiss- 
ed the application as barred by time. The case 
referred to was a case of a simple money 
decree and the application was for execution. 
Order XXI, rule 2, clause 3, provides that 
any payment or adjustment which has not 
been certified in the prescribed manner 
shall not be recognised by ary Court execut- 
ing the decree. The application in the 
present case was not an application for 
execution of the decree. Under the present 
Code an application for a final deoree is not 

(1) 32 I ml. Cns. 590; 14 A. L. J. 132| 38 A, 204. 
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an application in execution. The case cited, 
therefore, has no application. The Court 
below seems to have applied Article 182 of 
the Schedule to the Limitation Act. The pro- 
per Article in our opinion is Article 181 and 
limitation should run from the time when 
default was made. It will be for the 
Court below to ascertain when default was 
made, if at all. We mu9l allow the appeal, 
set aside the decisions of both the Courts 
below and remand the case to the Court 
of First Instance through the Lower Appellate 
Court, with directions to re admit the appli- 
cation under its original number in the file 
and proceed to hear and determine the .same 
according to law. Costs will be costs in the 
cause. Costs in this Court will include fees 
on the higher 9cale. 

Appeal allowed ; Case remanded. 


NAGPUR JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 595 

of 1915. 

January 23, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Batten, A. J. C. 

SAL AMSINGH and others — Defendants 

— Appellants 

versus 

HIRA — Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Limitation Art (IX of 190S), ss. 12, 5 — Time 
requisite for obtaining copies — Application on day oj 
delivery of judgment — Exclusion of day twice over , 
uhether permissible —Bona fide mistake. 

Where copies of a decree and judgment, are applied 
for on the same day on which judgment is pro- 
nounced, the appellant is entitled to exclude that day 
from the period of limitation only once, as the day 
on which judgment is pronounced. 

The period of limitation, with reference to the pro- 
vision as regards time for obtaining copies, means the 
period of limitation beginning to run from the day 
after the delivery of judgment, and, therefore, no 
portion of time previous to this period can be 
deducted as time requisite for obtaining copies. 

If a man chooses to adopt his own methods of 
calculation and files his appeal on the last possible 
day according to that method, he has only himself to 
thank if his method of calculation is erroneous. 

Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, Nimar, dated the 8th July 1915, con- 
firming that of the Additional Judge to the 
Court of the Subordinate Judge, Khandwa, 
dated the 12th March 1915, 


Mr. /. C . Ghosh, for the Appellant. 

Mr. 0, B. Parahh , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — This appeal is only in time 
if the appellant can, in computing the period 
of limitation, exclude from the period the 
same day twice. Judgment was delivered on 
the 8th July and copies of judgment and decree 
were applied for on the same day. Copies 
were delivered on the 21st July. The fourteen 
days from the 8th to the 21st inclusive being 
deducted from the time taken by the appel- 
lant before he lodged his appeal, the appeal 
is time barred. The appellant wishes to 
deduct the 8th July twice over with reference 
to the provisions of section 12 of the Limita- 
tion Act. It would be manifestly absurd to 
deduct the same day twice, but I prefer to 
state the matter in a more logical manner. 
Section 12 (2) provides that the period of 
limitation shall not begin to run until the 
day after judgment is pronounced. The 
period of limitation, with reference to the 
provision as regards time for obtaining copy, 
means the period of limitation beginning to 
run from the day after the delivery of judg- 
ment. So much of this period as is taken 
up in obtaining copy may be deducted, but 
no portion of time previous to t^is period 
can be deducted. The period of limitation 
referred to in the section is the actual period 
beginning on a certain date, not an abstract 
number of days. One day cannot last more 
than one day, and be the equivalent of two. 
The learned Advocate for the appellaut urges 
that the appellant made a bona fide mistake. 
If a man chooses to adopt his own methods 
of calculation and files his appeal on the last 
possible day according to that method, he 
has only himself to thank if his method of 
calculation is erroneous. He should not run 
things so fine. The appeal is dismissed with 
costs as time-barred. 

Appeal dismissed. 
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A1DUL RAZZAK V. BAIJNATH GOENKA. 

PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Miscellaneous Appeals Nos. 253 and 269 

of 1916. 

April 17, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 

M unski ABDUR RAZZAK — Defendant 

Appellant 

versus 

Rai Bahadur BAIJNATH GOENKA 

Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Landlord and tenant — Purchaser at revenue sale — 
Sale set aside — Purchaser, right of, to recover rent. 

A purchaser of an ijmali share of an estate at a 
revenue sale, which is subsequently set aside at the 
instance of the original proprietors, is nevertheless 
entitled to realise rents from the tenants until the 
recovery of actual possession by the decree-holders. 

Miscellaneous appeals from a decision of the 
District Judge, Monghyr, dated the 30th 
May 1916, reversing that of the Munsif, 
Jamui 1 dated the 23rd June 1915. 

Syed Muhammad Tahir , for the Appellant. 

Mr. Naresh Chzndra StnAa, for the Respon- 
dent. 


F0LSUMMANNES8A BIBEE V. HALAMADDI MOLLA. 

persons who have failed to recover possession 
can realise the rents. 

Then it is contended that the learned 
District Judge should not have held that the 
plaintiff was still in possession. The finding 
is based upon an order of the Subordinate 
Judge in a suit subsequently instituted. This 
evidence appears to have been admitted in 
appeal without objection It was relevant 
evidence and in fact it was conclusive of 
the question whether the plaintiff was or 
was not in possession I am not disposed to 
interfere with the admission of this evidence 
in first appeal. The result is that these 
appeals are dismissed with oosts. 

Jwala Prasad, J. — I concur. 

Appeals dismissed. 


JUDGMENT. 

Chapman, J. — These appeals arise out of 
suits for rent. The tenants’ defence was 
that the plaintiff had no title. The plaintiff 
had purchased an ijmali share of an estate 
at a revenue sale in September 1901. The 
original proprietors brought a suit to set 
aside the sale at which the plaintiff had 
purchased. The suit succeeded in the first 
Court but was dismissed by the High Court 
in appeal. It finally succeeded on appeal 
to the Privy Council but although the 
original proprietors succeeded in their suit the 
findingis that they did not succeed in actually 
obtaining possession of this particular p o- 
perty. In these circumstances the learned 
District Judge held that until recovery of 
actual possession by the decree- holders, the 
plaintiff should continue to realise rents from 
the tenants. I am of opinion that this is the 
correct view to take. 

It is contended in appeal before us, first, 
that the Privy Council having set aside the 
sale, the plaintiff ought not to be allowed 
to recover any rent. This contention does 
not appear to he valid. So long as the 
plaintiff remains in possession he should he 
entitled to continue to recover the rent, 
otherwise, as the learned District Judge 
points out, neither the plaintiff nor the 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Order No. 477 

of 1915. 

June 22, 1916. 

Present : — Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Cuming. 

FULSUMMANNESSA BIBEE— 
Decree- holder — Appellant 

versus 

HALAMADDI MOLLA and others — 
Respondents — Judgment-debtors. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908), s*, 104(2), 
47, (). XXI , r. 90 — Appeal , second, whether lies from 
appellate order setting aside sale— Fraud, antecedent to 
sate proclamation, allegation of. 

An order in first appeal setting aside an execution 
sale on the ground of fraudulent suppression of the 
salo proclamation and consequent inadequacy of price 
does not become open to second appeal, merely 
because the judgment-debtor impeached the sale 
not only on the ground of fraud in the publication of 
sale hut also on the ground of fraud antecedent to the 
publication, and the Court of First Appeal hold that 
the latter was not established, [p. 427, cols. 1 & 2.] 

Q.ua'rc.- - Whether the decision of a question of 
fraud antecedent to the publication and conduct of 
an execution sale brings the ease within the scope of 
section 47, Civil Procedure Code? 

Appeal against the decision of the 
Subordinate Judge, Khulna, dated the 26th 
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August 1915, reversing that of the Munsif, 
Bagerhat, dated the 24th February, 1915. 

Babu Barendra Krishna Mukherjee , for the 

Appellant. 

JUDGMENT. — We are of opinion that this 
appeal is barred under sub-section 2 of 
section 104, Code of Civil Procedure. The 
appellant was the deoree-holder in the Court 
below, and at his instance the property of 
the judgment-debtors was sold in execution 

on the 17th July 193 2. On the 25th 
April 1914, the judgment-debtors applied to 
have the sale set aside, on the ground 
that it was vitiated by material irregularity 
and fraud in publication. But they also 
alleged fraud of a more comprehensive 
character, viz., that- the decree-holder had 
taken out execution, though his decree had 
been satisfied in full out of Court. 
The Trial Court dismissed the applica- 
tion. On appeal the Subordinate Judge 
held that the allegation that the 
decree had been satisfied in full was not 
established. He oame to the conclusion, 
however, that- the sale proclamation had 
been - fraudulently suppressed, and that the 
property had been purchased by the decree- 
holder at a price much lower than its 
proper value. On these findings, the Sub- 
ordinate Judge has set aside the sale under 
rules 90 and 92 of Order XXI of the Code. 
On the present appeal it is contended that 
the case falls beyond the scope of rule 
90 of Order XXI and comes within the 
scope of’ section 47, in so far as the 
judgment-debtors impeached the sale on 
the ground of fraud antecedent to its 
publication and that, in this view, the order 

of the Subordinate Judge is a decree within 

the meaning of section 2 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure and is appealable as such. 
It is not necessary to determine, whether 
the decision of a question of fraud antece- 
dent to the publication and conduct of 
sale, brings the case within the scope of 
section 47; for it is plain that in so far as 
fraud was imputed in connection with the 
publication of the sale, the case is covered 
completely by rule 90. The order of the 
Subordinate -Judge, in so far as the case 
was within the scope of rule 90, was 
thus an order under that rule, and that rule 
alone. . We cannot hold that by reason of 
an allegation of fraud of a more compre- 


hensive scope, the character of the decision 
of the question within the scope of rule 90 
was altered. The order of the Court of 
Frst Instance was thus open to appeal under 
Order XLIIi, rule 1 O'), and the order passed 
in appeal was final under section 104(2) Con- 
sequently, the present appeal is incompetent 
in so far as the case is within the scope of 
rule 90. As the validity of the order can- 
not be assailed in second appeal, when 
regarded as an order based on the ground 
of fraud in the publication of the sale, it 
is immaterial to consider whether fraud of 
a wider scope imputed to the decree-holder 
has or has not been established: cf. Jadah 
Chandra v. Joy Gofal (1). The result is that 

this appeal is dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 

(1) 20 Ind. Cas. 191; 19 C. L. J. 81. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 139 of 1916. 

April 11, 1917. 

Present: — Sir Henry Richards, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Tudball. 

Musammat KAMER-UN-N1SS A BIBI — 

Defendant — Appellant 

versus 

Musammat SUGHRA BIBI and others — 

; Defendants — Respondents. 

, Custom , meaning of — Pre-emption — Single proprietor , 
acquinng entire village, effect of— Custom, whether 
continues to exist. 

Custom means a practice prevailing amongst a 
certain community and if that community has been 
reduced to a single individual, it is impossible that 
the practice can any longer exist. [p. 428, col. 2.] 

Therefore, where once an entire village has come 
into the ownership of a single individual, that indivi- 
dual is entitled to dispose of his property to any one 
he pleases without its being subject to any right of 
pre-emption, unless the sale is made expressly subject 
to such right, [p. 428, col. 2.] 

Powell v. Powell, First Appeal No. 302 of 1910, 
decided on the 22nd of March 1912, followed. 

Second appeal against the decision of the 
District Judge, Ghazipur, dated the 14th 
September 1915 

FACTS. — The appellant Musammat Kamer- 
un-nissa Bibi purchased on 16th May 1913 a 
4 annas share in village Dhelwa from defend- 
ants 2nd party, who are respondents in this 
appeal. There Were two other deeds of 
transfer between the parties but the questions 
of law involved in all those cases were the 
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same ilusammat Sughra Bibi, a oo sharer in 
e village, brought three suits to pre-empt 
the properties transferred; but this report 
relates to the first sale-deed only, viz., the one 

• 6 n ^ ^ The plaintiff name 

into Court on the basis of oustom as detailed 
m the wajib-nl-araiz of 1810 and 1881 and in 
the alternative on contract, if the entry in 
the wajib-ul arz of 1881 be interpreted as a 
contract. Finally he fell back on the 
Muhammadan Law. The Court of First 
Instanoe dismissed the suit on the ground 
that there ex, sted no custom of pre-emption 
in the village as in the year 1881 There 

was only one person as proprietor and thus the 

oustom if any, came to an end. It also held 
that there was no contraot and that the 
demands required by Muhammadan Law had 
not been made. The plaintiff appealed to 

‘ he , u 'i /Tl Ju , dg0 ' w ^° allowed the appeal 

and held that the oustom of pre-emption had 

been proved and the fact that in 1881 there 

was only one proprietor did not show that 
the right of pre emption oarae to an end, but 
■t only put an end to the exercise of that 
right The defendant 1st party, thereupon 
appealed to the High Court. P 

Sir .War la l (with him Messrs. Abdul Raoof, 

Mukhtar Ahmad and Kamlakant Verma), for the 

Appellant, submitted that fo r the oustom of 

pre-emption to-exist there must beat least two 

persons; therefore, as soon as a single person 

became proprietor of the village, the custom 

d any, ceased to exist. The view of the' 

learned District Judge to the contrary was 
incorrect. 

He referred to Powell v . Powell, First 

ofMarch 1912. ° f 1! ’ 10, de ° ided ° n th6 22nd 

Dr S. if. Sulaiman (for Mr. Iqbal Ahmad), 
for the Respondent, submitted that during 

6re T“ a S,nsle pr °P riet °r in the 
v llage, the custom of pre emption was in 

abeyance, it did not disappear. The custom 

had now become enforceable as there were 
now more proprietors than one 

ju'dg m f nt* ' w Z not oa,led “P°" tn «piy. 

dw'M Q "TP 1,8 ?Lppeal is connect* 
o?1Q1? Tu PPe ’ llS N °- U0 *** N ° Ml 

? f , 1916 ' , ri '®y were all disposed of by one 
judgment. All three appeals arise out of pre 
eruption suits. The plaintiff i„ each case 
came into Court seeking to pre-empt certain 
property and relying both upon alleg d 

village custom and Muhammadan Law The 
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xnautuoe in each case dismissed 

the suit The Lower Appellate Court 
reversed the decree of the Court of First 
Distance. That Court has held that there is 
an existing custom of pre-emption under which 
he plaintiff ,s entitled to get possession of 
the property upon payment of the price 
found to have been paid by the defendant 
vendee. The Court below, having deoided 
that the custom of pre-emption existed, felt 
it unnecessary to oonsider whether the formali- 
ties required by Muhammadan Law had been 
oomplied with. We may assume for the 
purposes of the present appeal that some 
time prior lo the year 1881 there was a 

custom of pre-emption prevailing whieh was 

recorded in the icajib*uUarz of 1840. We 
hnd, however, that some time prior to 1881 
(and m the year 1881) the mahal was the 
property of a single proprietor. It seems to ns 
quite impossible that there could be a oustom 
ot pre-emption in existence when the 
property belonged to a single individual. 
The Lower Appellate Court seems to have 
thought that it was merely the right to 

?v!T 9 Hr , P T er that was in “beyanoe. 
e do not think that this view oan be aooepted. 

Custom means a practice prevailing 
amongst. a certain community. If that 
community has been reduoed to a single 
individual, it is impossible that the practioe 
can any longer exist. It seems to us equally 
clear that once the property had come into the 

ownershipofasingle individual, that individual 

was entitled to dispose of his property to any 
one he pleased without its being subject to 
any right of pre-emption (unless the sale was 
made expressly subject to suoh right). We 
have already decided this same question in 
another case. See First Appeal No. 302 of 
1910 decided on the 22nd of March 1912, 

0Ut v. Powell. In our opinion the 
Court below was wrong in holding that a 
custom of pre emption existed at the time of 
the sale in question. No doubt a custom might 
grow up again in the course of time, but there 
is no evidence to justify any suoh tinding in 
the present case and this is not the finding of 
the Court below. Nor can it. be said that 
a oontraot between the co-sharers has been 
proved. l n 1881 (when the latest reoord 
ot pre-emption was made) the property was, 
as already stated, in the hands of a single pro- 
prietor. The faot that there is saoh a reoord 
appearing in the Ufajib-uUrt of a mahal in 
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the hands of a single proprietor is another 
instance that the entry in the wajib-ul-arz is 
not always trustworthy. Before finally 
deciding the appeal we must refer the second 
issue to the Court below, namely, whether the 
formalities required by the Muhammadan Law 
were performed by the plaintiff pre-emptor. 
This issue will be deemed to be taken in all 
three cases and the Court will decide*- the 
issue upon the evidence already on the record. 
The case will be put up on return of the 
finding before any Bench of two Judges. 

Appeal allowed ; Case remanded . 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

FULL BENCH. 

Appeal against Order No. 279 of 1915. 

, January 16, 1917. 

Present : — Sir John Wallis, Kx , Chief Justice, 
Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim and 
Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 

T. RANGAYYA REDDY - Defendant 

No. 2 — Appellant 


versus 


V. R. SUBRAMANYA AIYAR and others 

Plaintiffs and Defendants Nos. 1, 3 and 5 

— Respondents. 

Vendor ami purchase) — Contract for sale of land 
by Hindu co-parcener- Suit for specific performance, 
partition and possession against all co-parceners , main- 
tainability of— Misjoinder of parties— Specific Relief 

Act (1 of 1877), *8. 19, 27 — Civil Procedure Code ( Act 
V oj 1903), O. I, rr. 3, 5, U. II, rr. 3, 4, O. VI, rr. 16, 
17 0. VII, r. 11 — Amendment of plaint — Transfer of 
Property ' Act (IV of 1882), ss. 54, 55 — Alienee of 
specified properties of joint family, position of. 


By Full Bench (per Wallis, C. J., and Srinivasa 
Aiyangar, J., Abdur Rahim, J., dissenting).— 
The relief of partition and possession cannot l>e 
claimed by the vendee in one suit as well as execu- 
tion of a sale-deed as against persons not parties to 
the contract of sale. [p. 441, col. 2.] 

Tasker v. Small, (1837) 3 My. A Cr. 63; 6 Sim. 625; 
5 L J. Ch. 321; 40 E. R. 848; 45 It R. 212; Be Hoghton 
v Money, (1867 ) 2 Ch. 164; 15 L T. 403; 15 W R. 
214; Wood v. White, (1839) 4 My. & Cr. 460; 2 Keen. 
654; 7 L. J. Ch. (N. s.) 203; 8 L. J. Ch. (s. s.) 209; 3 
Jur. 117; 41 E. R. 178; 48 R. R. 152; Chadwick 
v. Madcn, (1851) 9 Hare 188; 21 L. J. Cli. 876; 68 E. 
R 469’ 89 R. R. 391: West Midland Railway Company 
x Nixon, (1863) 1 H. & M. 176; 71 E. R. 77; 136 R. R. 
79, followed. 

Bishop of Winchester v. Mid-Hants Railway Co , 

(1868) 5 Eq. 17; 37; L. J. CU. 64; 17 L. T. 161; 16 W. 

72, distinguished. 


Per Wallis, C\ J . — All that the illustration to clause 
(c) of section 27 of the Specific Relief Act shows is, 
that if one of several joint tenants contracts, as he is 
entitled to do, to sell his share and dies before per- 
forming his contract, specific performance of that 
contract may be enforced against the other joint- 
tenants. The section and the illustration have no 
bearing on the question whether persons who arc 
strangers to the contract and against whom it cannot 
be specifically enforced can be properly joined as 
defendants and partition claimed against them as 
co-parceners of the vendor, [p. 437, col. I.] 

In a suit for specific performance of a contract by a 
member of an undivided Hindu family to sell his 
share, it is not permissible to join the other members 
of the family as defendants merely with a view to 
obtaining partition and possession of the alleged 
vendor’s share against them. [p. 136, col. 1.] 

The joinder of strangers, not parties to the contract, 
in such a suit would amount to misjoinder, [p. 437, 
col. 1.] 

Per Srinivasa Aiyangar, J .— The right of the buyer 
in enforcing a contract for the sale of immoveable 
property is a right in personam against the vendor 
and arises out of the contract for sale, and is different 
from the title or the right of property which the 
purchaser obtains on the execution of the conveyance 
which enables him to sue in ejectment all persons 
in possession, including his own vendor. The fact 
that a buyer, when suing for specific performance of 
a contract of sale, does not seek recovery of posses- 
sion would not prevent him from seeking that relief 
on his title which gives him another cause of action. 
It is doubtful whether the obligation under the 
contract of sale to give possession is one which is 
capable of being specifically enforced, and whether 
the proper relief is not damages for breach of the 
contract to give possession till execution of the con- 
veyance, after which date the purchaser would be 
entitled to mesne profits from .the person in posses- 
sion, whether such person is the vendor or a stranger 
without title, [p. 449, col. 2; p. 441, col. 1.] 

Quiere . — Whether a suit for possession based on 
the obligation under a contract of sale can be brought 
against a subsequent purchaser with notice of the 
contract who has obtained possession as such pur- 
chaser. 

If there is an existing cause of action for partition 
on the date of the institution of a suit for specific 
performance, the question whether the two causes 
of action, one for specific performance and the other 
for partition and possession, can be joined in one 
suit, would depend Dot only on the provisions of Order 
I, rules 3 and 5, Civil Procedure Code, which primarily 
regulate the joinder of parties, but also of Order II, 
rules 3 and 4, which provide for joinder of causes 
of action, [p. 442, col. 1.] 

Per Abdur Rahim, J.— A purchaser from a co- 
parcener can enforce specific performance of his 
contract against the other co-parceners and in a suit 
for the said relief, the joinder of a prayer for pos- 
session or partition is permissible under section 27 
of the Specific Relief Act and Order I, rule 3, Civil 
Procedure Code. Tp. 437, col. 2; p. 439, col. 2.] 

Under rule 3 of Order I it is sufficient if the right to 
relief exists in respect of or arises out of the same 
transaction or series of transactions, subject only to the 

condition that there be any common question of law 
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or fact, to be decided. It does not matter whether 
there are more than one and technically different 
causes of action, or the liabilities of the several 
defendants are different, nor is it necessary that 
every defendant should be interested in all the reliefs 
claimed in the suit, f p. 438, col. 1.] 


The right to possession arises out of the contract 
of sale so as to be covered by the words of Order I, 
rule 3, Civil Procedure Code. The fact that by virtue 
of section 54 of the Transfer of Property Act, no 
interest in immoveable property is acquired by the 
contract does not affect the question. It is sufficient 
for the plaintiff to say that by the contract he 
obtained the right to acquire the property with the 
aid of the Court, the execution of a registered con- 
veyance and delivery of possession being the means 

by which the right is to be enforced, [p. 439, col. 1.] 


Nor does it make any difference that the right to 
possession is contingent on the plaintiff establishing 
bis right to the execution of a proper conveyance by 
the defendant, [p. 439, col. 1.] 


By the Division Bench (per Oldfield and Sudani m 
Aiyue , JJ . ) — Though an alienee of specific portions ot 
joint family property does not. as of right, acquire 
any interest in it, his conveyance enables him to 
demand a partition of the family property and en- 
titles him either to the specified property, if that can 
equitably be assigned to bis vendor's share, or to ils 


equivalent from such etlici 
may include, f p. 432, eol. 2. 


iroperty as that share 


The suit should not, in any event, be dismissed for 
joinder of prayers for possession and partition along 
with the relief for execution of a eonvoyanec. The 
plaint should be allowed to be amended by deleting 
the prayers for possession and partition, and if not 
so amended, t lie Court should dismiss the suit so far 
ils regards the objectionable prayers and dispose of it 
in so far as it relates to specific performance. [p. 
432, col. 2; p. 433, col. 1; p. 434, col. 2; p. 435, col. l.j 


Appeal against the order of the District 
Court of North Arcot, in Appeal Suit No. 
388 of 1914, preferred against the decree 
of the Court of the Subordinate Judge of 
North Arcot, in Original Suit No. 73 
of 1913. 


This civil miscellaneous appeal and the 
memorandum of cross-objections put in 
by the 1st and 2nd respondents coming on 
for hearing on the 9th and 11th August 
1916, and having stood over for consideration 
till the 29th August 1916, tho Court 
(Oldfield and Sadasiva Aiyar, JJj made 
the following 


ORDER OF REFERENCE TO A FULL 

BENCH. 

Oldfield, J. — Plaintiffs claim in this 
suit, first, specific performance of a con- 
tract by 1st defendant to sell and 


secondly, as consequential relief, possession 
of the property sold by means of a 
partition, to which 1st to 5th defendants, 
the members of the joint family it belonged 
to at the date of the contract, will be 
necessary parties. The main question argued 
is whether this constitutes misjoinder. The 
Subordinate Judge held that it did gave 
plaintiffs an opportunity to withdraw their 
consequential claim and, as they did not 
do so, dismissed the suit. The District 
Judge in the order under appeal directed 
separate trials of the two claims under 
Order II, rule 6, and then struok out 
the prayer for partition without, as I 
understand him, making it plain that it 
was reserved for separate disposal. 

The matter is further complicated by the 
fact that the contract is alleged as being for 
the sale, not of 1st defendant’s unascertained 
share or any particular part of it, hut of his 
share in certain specified lands, which, of 
course, may or may not fall to him, when the 
partition takes place. It will he simplest 
to deal, first, with the question raised in 
its more general form, whether claims for 
specific performance against a vendor and 
possession by means of partition against 
him and his co-parceners can be made in 
one suit. If the answer is in the affirmative, it 
will he necessary, secondly , to decide whether 
such a suit is sustainable, when it is brought 
in respect of the sale of and for possession of 
specified properties, and whether any amend- 
ment of the plaint can make it so. 

Firstly , as regards misjoinder, we jhave, 
no doubt, been shown no decision, in 
which such a suit as this was permitted ex- 
pressly. But this and other High Courts have 
held, as for instance in Bugata Appala Naidu 
v. Ghengalvala Joginijti (1) and Madan Mohan 
Singh v. llaja Frosad Singh (2), that a suit 
against a vendor for both specific performance 
and possession is sustainable; and it is well 
established (Mayne’s Hindu Law, 8th edition, 
page 488) that a suit will lie against a vendor 
and his co-parceners for partition and pos- 
session by the purchaser of an unascertained 
share of family property or a portion of 
one. It is then difficult to understand why 
all these reliefs should not he asked for 
in one suit. For, the purchaser’s right 

(1) 32 Iud. Cas. 237; (1910) 1 M. W. N. 77. 

(2) 11 lnd. Cat, 22S; 14 C. L._J.il59. 
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to sue for possession as well as specific perfor- 
mance once recognised, if the objection is only 
that the right to sue the vendor for 

possession involves none to sue others 

who claim jointly with him, the contrary 
is entailed by the second principle just 
referred to. And again with reference to 
the wording of Order I, rule 3, and such 
cases as Sri Raja Simhadri Appa Rao v. 

Prattipati Romayya (3), Aiyatliurai Ravuthan 
v. Santhu Meera Ravuthan (4) and^ Kowuri 
Basivireddy v, Tallapaparagada Nagamma 

(5), I should be inclined to hold that 

there is no misjoinder in the present oase, 
the claim to relief against all the defendants 
arising in respect of the same transaction, 
plaintiffs’ purchase, and the common question 
between them and each of the defendants 
being of the share, to which they through 
1st defendant would be entitled on a fair 
partition. 

Defendants’ objection to this conclusion 
is based mainly on the character of the 
transaction, on which the suit is founded, 
as a contract, specific performance of 
which is asked for, and the particular rule 
alleged by them to be applicable to such 
suits, that strangers to the contract cannot 
be parties to them; and this general 
principle is, no doubt, laid down at page 
94, Fry on Specific Performance, 5th 
edition, and in numerous oases, the most 
apposite being Tasker v. Small (6) and fingata 
Appala Naidu v. Ghengalvala Jogiraju (1) al- 
ready referred to. But defendants argument 
takes no account of the circumstances, in which 
the principle was applied in these cases or 
the exceptions to it allowed in others. In 
each of the cases cited the stranger in 
question held, as defendants do here, 
under a title, which originated prior to 
the contract of sale. But he was a 
mortgagee and, as was pointed out in 
Tasker v. Small (6), he would not be bound 
to surrender the property on that contract 
being enforced or until he was redeemed, 
which might never happen, and he had 
no concern with the adjudication between 

(3) 29 M. 29. 

(4) 31 M. 252; 18 M. L. J. 238. 

(6) 8 Ind. Cas. 1087; 35 M. 39; (1910) M. W. N. 
827; 9 M. L. T. 467. 

(6) (1837) 3 My. & Cr. 63; 6 Sim. 625; 5 L. J. Ch. 
321; 40 E. R. 848; 45 R. R. 212. 


the plaintiff and the mortgagor on the 
question, which would be entitled to redeem 
him. So also in Narasinga Row v. Rangasami 
Thevan (7) referred to by my learned 
brother, the third persons in question were 
sued as tenants, who could be ousted from 
possession only when their tenancy expired, 
and who had no direct interest in the 
decision of the suit for specific performance. 
In the case before us the plaintiffs’ claim 
to possession against the stranger defendants 
is not contingent on anything except the 
enforceability of the contract of sale. 
For, when that is declared, the former’s 
right to possession will arise immediately, 
not the less because it can be made 
effective only by the legal method, a 
partition to which 1 to 5 defendants are 
parties and which 1st defendant could at 

any time have demanded- 

Reference postponed to the plaint allegations 
regarding the partition, which has actually 
been made, the foregoing entails that 2nd 
to 5th defendants’ title, though prior to 
the contract and known to plaintiffs, might 
have been displaced by 1st defendant; and 
then reference to section 27 (c) of the 

Specific Relief Act affords an answer to 2nd 
to 5th defendants’ objection. That this clause 
applies to contracts for the sale of the 
unascertained share of a joint tenant 
appears from the second illustration to it. 
The illustration is no doubt the case of a 
vendor, who might have displaced his 
joint tenant’s title but for his death, not, 
as here, of one who has evaded his duty 
to displace it. That may be because the 
two English cases referred to at page 
1031, Dart on Vendors and Purchasers, 
7th edition, Volume II, as authority for the 
doctrine, deal only with its application to a 
surviving joint tenant. But it is stated - 
by the learned author, as it is in the Act, 
without qualification; and it must, therefore,: 
be applied to the case before us. 

It is not the less applicable, because the 
plaint contains an admission that a suit for 
a partition, brought by 1st defendant against 
2nd to 5th defendants, was in progress when 
the contract to sell was made. For, if that 
suit was contested honestly, 2nd to 5th 

(7) 35 Ind. Cas. 871; (1916) 2 M. W. N. 191; 4 L. 
W. 397. 
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defendants can claim at most that plaintiffs’ 
right under their contract is restricted to 
receiving whatever they are entitled to from 
the property awarded to 1st defendant under 
the decree, which has been passed. Plaintiffs, 
however, allege (it must be assumed for 
the present purpose, truly) that the suit 
vi as not contested honestly and that the 
compromise decree, in which it ended and 
which awarded to 1st defendant a large 
proportion of his share in cash, and a small 
proportion in land, was intended to defraud 
them and to defeat their rights under 
their contract, of which 2nd and oth 
defendants had known throughout. They, 
therefore, contend in accordance with 
Fateh Chand v. Narsingh Das (b) that 
the partition under that decree should 
not prejudice them and that a fresh parti- 
tion should be made. These allegations 
afford additional ground for the application 
of section 27 (r), since they justify reference 
in support of it to Moknnd hall v. Ghotay hall 

(9) which was apparently, though not 
statedly, decided under it. There the 
stranger defendant was held to be a proper 
party, because he had combined with the 
vendor to defeat the purchaser’s rights, 
and it cannot be a valid ground of distinc- 
tion that there the device employed was 
possession under a benami title, whilst here 
it is the use of fraud affecting the fairness 
of the partition, by which the purchaser’s 
rights are to be worked out. I, therefore, 
hold that in the circumstances stated there 
is no objection to a suit for specific perform- 
ance, partition and possession against all 
these defendants. 

The second question above stated calls 
for decision, because plaintiffs’ contract was 
for the sale only of 1st defendant’s share in 
certain specified items of property, not 
directly or in the alternative of his share, 
as it might be ascertained; and it may 
be mentioned that one part of the fraud 
imputed to defendants in connection with 
the partition above referred to is that 
they excluded all those items from 1st 
defendants’*) share. Their present contention, 
however, is that, as laid down in Duvvnr Sulla 
Beddy v. Kaknturu Venkatarami Ueddi (10), 

(8) Hi [ml. Cu.s. 988; 'll C. I,. J. 383. 

(9) 10 C. 1061; 5 l ml. Hoc, (n. s.) 7UU. 

(10) 26 And. Ch*. 983; 10 M. b. T. 370; 38 M. 1137. 


“On the view that a co-parcener cannot 
alienate any specific property, no specific per- 
formance can be decreed” of a contract to 
alienate such property. This dictum was, 
however, obiter \ and with all respect, 1 
can accept it only on the assumption 
that the learned Judge concerned 
was referring to a decree, not only for 
specific performance proper by execution 
of a conveyance, but also for possession, 
the two cases cited by him dealing with 
claims only to the latter. It is true that 
an alienee of specified property does not 
as of right acquire any interest in it. But 
it is well settled, and it was held by the 
same learned Judge in Xanjaya Mudali v. 
Shanmugn Mudali (11) that his conveyance 
enables him to demand a partition of the fa- 
mily property and entitles him either to the 
specified property, if that can equitably be 
assigned to his vendor’s share, or to its 
equivalent from such other property as that 
share may include. The rights conferred by 
such a document, though not necessarily 
those expressed in it, are not unsubstantial: 
and there is no reason why the law should 
refuse to enforce the contract to transfer 
them by compelling the execution of a sale- 
deed in accordance with it. The plaint before 
us no doubt is defective in so far as it asks 
for possession under the .sale-deed to 
be executed only of the specified properties. 
But Mr. Govindaraghava Iyer on behalf of 
plaintiffs has undertaken to make any 
necessary amendment, and his clients 
would probably have amended in the 
lower Courts, if they had been asked to 
do so. The proper foimof prayer is that 
given in the statement of facts in Aiyyagari 
Venkataraiuayya v. Aiyyagari Bamayya (12) 
and the plaint, amended in accordance with 
it, would, in my opinion, be open to no 
objection. 

I would, therefore, set aside the decrees 
of the lower Courts and remand the suit to 
the Subordinate Court with directions to 
restore it and 

1. To give plaintiffs areasonable opportun- 
ity to amend as directed above. 

2. If such amendment is made, to dispose 
of the suit according to law. 

(11) 22 Iml. Cus. 655; 15 M. L. T. 186; (IU14) M. 
W. N. 356; 26 M. L. J 676; 3S M. 6S4. 

(12) 26 M. 690. 
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3. If it is not made, to dismiss the suit so 
far as it relates to partition and possession 
and dispose of it so far as it relates to specific 
performance. In accordance with the fore- 
going I would dismiss the appeal against 
order and allow the memorandum of objec- 
tions. 

As, however, my learned brother differs, 
we refer to a Full Bench the questions 

1. Whether 2nd to 5th defendants are 
proper parties to the suit? 

2. Whether the relief of partition and 
possession can be claimed by plaintiffs in 
one suit as well as execution of a sale- 
deed? 

Sadasiva Aiyar, J. — The facts have been 
set out in the judgment of my learned 
brother, which I had the advantage of study- 
ing before writing my own. 

I am unable to distinguish on principle 
the case of Tasker v. Small (6) from the 
present case in respect of the question 
whether in a suit for specific performance 
a claim for possession against persons other 
than the vendor could be joined. That 
case, Tasker v. Small (6), was recognised as 
good law in Bugata Appala Naidu v. Chengal - 
vala Jogiraju (I). The case of Bugata 
Appala Naidu v. Chengaloala Jogiraju (1) was 
followed in the recent judgment (dated 27th 
July 1916) in Narasinga Row v. Rangasami 
Thevan (7) decided by this Bench. I shall 
quote two sentences from our judgment in 
the last case: “The remaining argument is 
that the 3rd and the 4th defendants should 
not have been made parties, because the 
contract, to which they were strangers, be- 
tween the plaintiff and the 1st and 2nd 
defendants was for the sale of the land 
and did not include the giving of possession 
of it by the last mentioned.” “in the 
absence of an agreement to give 
possession, there is nothing against our 
applying the principle enunciated in Bagat j 
Appala Naidu v. Ghengalvala Jogiraju (1) and 
holding that the 3rd and 4th defendants 
are not proper parties to the suit.” 

As regards the argument based on Order 
I, rule 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure, I 
do not think that the act or transaction 
which is the plaintiffs’ cause of action entitl- 
ing them to claim the relief of specific 
performance against the 1st defendant gives 
them also the right to the relief of partition 


and separate possession of one-third share 
from the defendants Nos. 2 to 5. The trans- 
action which would entitle them to such 
relief against the defendants Nos. 2 to 5 had 
yet to come into existence, namely, the execution 
by the 1st defendant (or on behalf of 
the 1st defendant by the Court) of a proper 
conveyance of the 1st defendant’s one-thiri 
share. I entirely agree with the principles 
of law enunciated by Tyabji, J., in the 
case reported as Krishnammal v. Manandiar 
Sundararaja Aiyar (13). Though, where 
only the vendor and persons claim- 
ing by title subsequent to the plaintiff’s 
contract or persons whose title may be 
displaced by the vendor are joined as parties, 
the relief for the specific performance of a con- 
tract of sale can be supplemented by a prayer 
for possession, (such joinder being allowed 
for the sake of convenience and to prevent 
useless multiplicity of suits), I do not think 
that the plaintiffs could be allowed to join 
in the same suit a future cause of action for 
partition against third persons (which cause 
of action could not vest in the plaintiffs 
till they get a conveyance from their vendor) 
along with the existing cause of action 
against the contractor (promisor) to obtain 
the specific performance of the contract, 
namely, the execution of the conveyance. 
The “right to relief” and “the same act or 
transaction or series of acts and transac- 
tions” mentioned in Order I, rule 3, must 
‘ exist” on the date of suit for the privilege 
granted by that section to be taken advantage 
of, whereas the right to relief of partition 
and possession had in this case to come into 
existence, even if all the plaint allegations 
were true. As Tyabji, J., puts it in Krishnam - 
mal v. Manandiar Sundararaja Aiyar (13). 
“The effect of section 55 (1) (/) of the Trans- 
fer of Property Act, when read with section 
54 of the same Act and with the Registration 
Act, is that in the absence of an express 
agreement to transfer possession, independ- 
ently of the registered conveyance, the 
purchaser (or to be accurate, the person 
agreeing to purchase) has no right to the 
possession of the property until the con- 
veyance is completed.” It follows a fortiori 
that he has no right to sue strangers to 
the contract for partition and possession 

(13) 22 Ind. Caa. 912; 38 M. 698; 15 M. L. T. 103; 
(1914) M. W. N. 200; 1 h. W. 147. 
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till be gets bis conveyance. Such a suit 
for partition and possession against strangers 
would clearly be premature. 

As regards the contention based on sec- 
tion 27, clause (r) of the Specific Relief 
Act, I think the phrase used in that section, 
namely, ' might have been displaced by the 
defendant”, means “might have been displaced 
by the defendant according to his unilateral 
will and pleasure.” This, I think, is clear 
from the second illustration to that clause. 

In the present case, the 1st defendant 
could not by his own will and pleasure, 
without reference to the consent of the 
defendants Nos. 2 to 5 or without obtaining 
a decree of Court (the Court having the 
power in a partition suit to allot properties 
according to its sense of justice and equity), 
have displaced the title of the defendants 
Nos 2 to 5 to their undivided joint ownership 
and possession in the plaint three items. 
Further section 27, clause (c), relates only 
to the right to the specific performance of 
the contract against a third person claiming 
title and not to the question of the right 
to tring a suit for recovery of possession against 
the persons not parties to the contract. 
The second illustration to section 27, clause 
(c), (where it is said that C may enforce 
the contruct against B) only means, in my 
opinion, that B might be directed to convey 
A' s half share to C. If 0 also claims 
partition and possession of that half in 
the same suit and if B is in possession 
of the whole, the relief of partition and 
possession may also be granted (according 
to the practice of the Courts) in order 
to prevent multiplicity of suits as the 
possession oj no third party hns to he disturbed. 
It may be said that in Bugata Appala Naidu 
v. Chtngalvala Jogiraju (I) and Narasinga 
How v. Rangasami Thevan (7), section 
27, clause («*) of the Specific Relief Act, 
was not referred to. lint for the reasons 
sot out by me above as to tho scope of 
that clause, I do not consider it legitimate 
to distinguish those cases on that ground. 
I, therefore, agree with the learned Subordi- 
nate Judge that the plaintiffs ought to 
have amended the plaint by withdrawing 
the claim for partition and possession against 
the defendants Nos. 2 to 5 and by striking off 
the words in the plaint claiming partition 
and possession. They might, if so advised, 


have asked for the relief of possession as 
against the properties which fell to the 
1st defendant’s share in the partition 
decree already made as between the defend- 
ants but they must, in that case, abandon 
the contention that the decree in the 
partition suit was collusive and fraudulent. 

The next question is whether on the 
plaintiffs’ omission to amend as directed, 
the suit ought to have been dismissed 
wholly as the Subordinate Judge did. 
Order VII, rule 11, of the new Civil 

Procedure Code does not contain the clause 
(d) of section 54 of the old Civil Procedure 
Code, which provided that if the plaint 
is not amended within the time fixed by 
the Court, it should be rejected. I think 
that under those circumstances the Court itself 

(see Order VI, rules 16 and 17) ought to 
have exercised the power to strike out and 
amend all matters in the plaint which 
tend “to prejudice, embarrass or delay the 
fair trial of the suit” and “in such manner 
and on such terms as may be just.” In 
the present case, not only is the plaintiffs 
claim against the defendants Nos.. 2 to 
5 premature, but they make allegations as 
to fraud, collusion, notice, the effect of the 
decree in another suit Original Suit No. b 
of 1907 to which they were not parties and 
other matters (see paragraphs 3, 6,. 7 
and 8 of the plaint), which have nothing 
to do with their personal right against the 
1st defendant, to get a conveyance from 
the 1st defendant of the undivided one-tlnrd 
share which belonged to the 1st defendant 
on the date of the contract of sale The trial 
of those matters along with the matters* 
which directly and legitimately arise out 
of the contract of sale (which contract does 
not contain any stipulation as to the 
giving of possession) would clearly lead to 
embarrassmout and delay. The Subordinate 
Judge ought, however, not to have dismissed 
the suit wholly for the reasons already 

given by me. 

On the question whether the plaintiffs 
ns purchasers of the undivided share of 
tho 1st defendant in some only cf the family 
properties are entitled to sue for specific 
performance, 1 agree with my learned 
brother for the reasons stated by lnm and 
1 respectfully dissent from the view prg- 
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pounded in Duvvur Subba Reddy v. Kakuturu 
Venkatarami Reddi (10) on that point. 

In the result, I would, in modification 
of the lower Appellate Court’s order, 
remand the suit to the Subordinate Judge 
with directions to have the plaint amended 
by striking out the names of the defendants 
Nos. 2 to 5 and the prayers for partition and 
possession and by making any further 
consequential alterations (the amendments 
to be made either through the plaintiffs 
or by the Court itself) and to proceed 
with the trial of the suit as so amended, 
costs hitherto abiding. 


This civil miscellaneous appeal and the 
memorandum of cross-objections put in 
by the 1st and 2nd respondents came 
on for hearing before the Full Bench on 
the 29th and 30th November 1916. 

Mr. N . Rangasami Aiyangar , for Mr. 

T. Narasimha Aiyangar , for the Appellant. — 
The primary principle is that in a suit on 
a contract only parties to the contract 
are necessary parties and not others. My first 
point is that none but the parties to a 
contract in a suit to enforce specific per- 
formance of a contract to sell land are 
necessary parties. A prayer for possession 
and partition is in some- oases added in a 
suit to enforce specific performance and 
thus parties in possession are necessary 
parties to such a suit. It would be absurd 
to extend that rule to cases of this kind. In 
the present case, the parties added are other 
members of a joint Hindu family to which 
the vendor belonged. Until he establishes 
his right to a conveyance he has no right at 
all against the party in possession. 

A oause of action for enforcing specific 
performance is different from a cause of 
action for possession. The right to a relief 
for possession arises only on the execution of 
a conveyance. The two causes of action are 
distinct and different. The English oases of 
Tasker v. Small (6), Fry on Specific Per- 
formance, De Hoghton v. Money (14), 
Chadwick v. Maden (15), West Midland 


(14) (1867) 2 Cli.164; 15 L. T. 403; 16 W. E. 214. 

(15) (1851) 9 Hare 188; 21 L. J. Ch. 876; 68 E. R. 
469; 89 R. R. 391. 


Railway Company v. Nixon (16) and 
Howard v. Miller (17) clearly support my 
view. 

A right under a contract of sale is 
quite distinct from a right to possession 
which arises immediately on the execution of 
a conveyance. 

Messrs. L. A. Govindaraghava Aiyar and 
K. N. Kumaraswami Aiyar f for the Respond- 
ents. — The new Code of Civil Procedure 
has altered the law on the point. Under the 
present Code of Civil Procedure such joinder 
of parties is not illegal. The use of the 
words ‘ where if separate suits were brought 
against such persons, any common question of 
law or fact would arise”, in rule 3 of Order 
I, has entirely altered the law on the point. 
Under the old Code the words were : in 
respect of the same matter” and these were 
replaced by the words “by the same act or 
series or acts or transactions.” This alteration 
is taken from rule 1 of Order XVI of the 
Rules of the Supreme Court. In England 
also the rule as to joinder of causes of action 
was amended, but the rule as to joinder of 
parties remained the same. 

Even in England exceptions to the 
rule that none but parties to the contract are 
necessary parties to a suit for enforcing 
specific performance, are recognised, for 
instance, Bishop of Winchester Mid-Hants 
Railway Company (18). 

In a suit for enforcing specific perform-^ 
ance of a contract to sell lands, when the 
vendor refuses to convey it cannot be said 
that a right to sue for possession does not 
arise at the same time and this is covered by 
rule 3, 

Lakshmi Venkayyamma v. Venkatanarasimha 
(19), Madan Mohan Singh v. Gaja Prosad 
Singh (2) are in point. 

Section 27 of the Specific Relief Act 


(16) (1863) 1 H. A M. 176; 71 E. R. 77; 136 R. R. 
79. 

(17) (1915) A. C. 315 at p. 318; 84 L. J. P. C. 49. 

(18) (1868) 6 Eq. 17; 37 L. J. Ch. 64; 17 L. T. 
161; 16 W. R. 72. 

(19) 34 Ind Cas. 921; 20 C. W. N. 1054; 14 A. L. 
J. 797; 31 M. L. J. 58; (1916) 2 M. W. N. 23; 20 M. 
L. T. 137; 4 L. W. 58; 18 Bom. L. R. 661; 89 M. 609; 
24 C, L. J. 279. 
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ig not inapplicable to a case of this kind. 
That section is not merely confined to other 
persons joining in the execution of a sale- 

deed. 

Mr. N. S. Bangasami Aiyangar in reply. — 
The provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure 
as to joinder of parties do not apply to cases 
of enforcing specific performance of a 
contract to sell 

OPINIONS. 

Wallis, C. J.— As regards the second 
question my answer is that, in a suit for 
specific performance of a contract by 
a member of an undivided Hindu family 
to sell his share, it is not permissible to 
join the other members of the family as 
defendants merely with a view to obtaining 
partition and possession of the alleged 
vendor’s share as against them. It may, 

I think, be taken as the settled and 

salutary practice of this and other Courts 
in India, where parties properly sued for 
specific performance of a contract for sale 
of land are in possession of the land, to 
allow a prayer for possession to be added 
to the prayer for specific performance, 
thereby obviating the necessity for filing 
a fresh suit for possession to which there 
oould be no defence. Bugatu Appala Naidu 
V. Chengalvala Jogirnju (D. It is, however, 
in my opinion quite a different thing to 
allow a stranger to make the members of 
a joint Hindu family defendants in a suit 
for a partition, until be has established his 
right to sue for partition by obtaining a 
transfer from one of the members of the 
family. 

The other members of the family were 
no parties to the alleged contract and, 
therefore, were not proper parties to the 
suit in so far as it is a suit for specific 
performance, and it would, in my opinion, 
be a distinct hardship to them to force 
them to defend a suit for partition which 
would not lie if the plaintiff failed to 
prove his contract. Partition suits often 
involve a great variety of complicated ques- 
tions and it would not bo satisfactory to 
deal with such a suit as a mere appendage 
to a suit for specific performance of a 
contract by a co-sharer to sell his share. 
The rule in Tasker v. Small (6) is not merely 
technical but well founded in principle. In 

pt Uofhton v. Honey (14) Turner, L, J., 


[mt 

observed: “Here again bis case is met by 
Tasker v. Small (6), in which case it was dis- 
tinctly laid down that a purchaser cannot, 
before his contract is carried into effect, 
enforce against strangers to the contract 
equities attaching to the property, a rule 
which, as it seems to me, is well found- 
ed in principle, for if it were otherwise, 
this Court might be called upon to ad- 
judicate upon questions which might never 
arise, as it might appear that the contract . 
either ought not to be, or oould not 
be performed.” Other cases in which 

the same rule was applied are Wood 
v. White (-0), Chadwick v. Maden (15) 
and West Midland Railway Co. v. Ni.von (16). 
We have not been referred to any authority 
to show that these authorities are no 
longer applicable under the existing rules 
of procedure, or in support of the proposition 
that it is permissible to bring suits against 
persons against whom there is no cause of 
action at the date of suit. On the other hand 
the judgment of Lord Parker in Howard 
v. Miller (17) seems to be in accordance with 
the view I have taken. 

As regards Bishop oj Winchester v. Mid- 
Hants Railway Company (18), which was cited 
before us, that was a suit by an unpaid vendor 
to obtain specific performance by payment 
and to enforce his vendor’s lien by obtain- 
ing possession of the property and by, 
sale, if necessary, and for a Receiver, and it 
was held that the London and South 
Western Railway who were in possession 
as lessees from the defendants were pro- 
perly joined, as their possession would be 
affected by tho decree sought for. In that 
case, the plaintiff claimed as on the date 
of suit to be entitled to recover possession 
both against his vendees and their lessees 
by reason of bis vendor’s lien. They were 
necessary parties to the suit only in so far 
as it included a claim to enforce the lien, 
a necessity which is clearly explained by 
Lord Romilly in Attorney-General v. Sitting- 
bourne and Sheerness Railway Company (21). 


(lio) (1830) 4 Alv. A Cl'. 400, 2 Keen 664: 7 L. J. 
Ch. (n. s.) 203; SL. J. Ch. (n. s.) 2 09; 3 Jur. 117} 
41 K. K. 178; 48 B. U. 152. 

(21) (18(ki) 1 Eii. 636; 35 L. J. Ch. 318] 14 L. T. 9ft 
14 W. K. 414. 


Voi. XL] 


INDIAN OASES. 


437 


RANGAYYA REDDY t\ StfBRAMANYA AIYAR. 

As to section 27 of the Specific Relief 
Act, that section merely provides against 
what persons’ contracts may be specifically 
enforced. They include not only (o) the 
parties to the contract and (6) parties claim- 
ing under them by title subsequent other 
than transferees for value and without 
notice, but also (c) any person claiming 
under a title which though prior to the 
contract and known to the plaintiff might 
have been displaced by the defendant. As 
an illustration of specific performance being 
enforced in this way against a person 
claiming under a title prior to the contract, 
we are given the case of two joint tenants 
each of whom owns an undivided moiety which 
hemay alienate during his lifetime but which 
in default of alienation devolves on the 
survivor. All that the illustration shows is 
that, if one of the joint tenants contracts, 
as he is entitled to do, to sell his share and 
dies before performing his contract, specific 
performance of that contract may be enforced 
against the other joint tena.nt. The section 
and the illustration, in my opinion, have no 
bearing on the question before us, which ia 
whether persons who are strangers to the 
contract and against whom it cannot be 
specifically enforced can be properly joined 
as defendants and partition claimed against 
them as co-parceners of the vendor. 

As regards the first question, I agree with 
the opinion of Srinivasa Aiyangar, J., which 
I have had the advantage of reading. 

Abdur Rahim, J. — The questions referred 
depend, in my opinion, for their answer on 
the provisions of Order I of the Civil 
Procedure Code, and section 27 of the 
Specific Relief Act. Rule 3 of Order I, Civil 
Procedure Code, which is directly applicable 
is in these words: ‘‘All persons may be 
joined as defendants against whom any 
right to relief in respect of or arising out 
of the same act or transaction or series 
of acts or transactions is alleged to exist, 
whether jointly, severally or in the al- 
ternative, where if separate suits was brought 
against such persons any common question 
of law or fact would arise.” 

Rule 1 relates to the joinder of plaintiffs 
and is in identically the same words as rule 3 
with ‘plaintiffs’ substituted for ‘defendants’ 
and with the neoessary alterations to suit the 
case of plaintiffs, Comparing them with the 


corresponding provisions of the Code 
of 1882, it is clear that the Legislature 
by replacing the words ‘in respect of the 
same matter’ of the old Code with the 
words in respect of or arising out of 
the same act or transaction or series of acts 
or transactions”, followed by the qualifying 
proviso — where if separate suits were 
brought against such persons any common 
question of law or fact would arise” — has 
materially widened the scope of the rules 
relating to joinder of parties. This is evident 
both from the more comprehensive nature of 
the language of the new rules and the 
history of the legislation on the subject. 

The new words are taken from rule 1, 
Order XVI, of the Rules of the Supreme 
Court of 1898 where they were introduced 
because of the decision of the House of 
Lords in Smurthwaite v. Hannay (22) 
holding, in reversal of the judgments of 
Esher, M. R., and Kay, L. J., in the Court 
of Appeal, that the rule related only to 
joinder of parties in respect of the same 
cause of action and not to joinder of 
causes of action. This was exactly 
section 26 of the Indian Code of 18*2, 
which contained the very words in respect 
of the same cause of action.” The amended 
rule 1 of the Supreme Court Rules of i896 
was evidently intended to carry out the 
view expressed by Lord Esher, M. R., 
that if in a case like Smvrthwcnte v. Hannay 

(22) , where “the different causes of action 
and claims all arise out of the same transac- 
tion” more than one plaintiff was not allowed 
to join, it would be lamentable waste of 
time and money. In fact the English Rule 
Committee and following them, the Indian 
Legislature, went further in permitting such 
joinder, not merely with respect to right to 
relief arising out of the same transaction but 
a series of transactions. 

In England while rule 1 was amended, rule 
4 which dealt with the question of joinder of 
defendants was allowed to remain as it was 
before 1896. Nevertheless the Court of 
Appeal in Compania Sansinpna v. Houlder 

(23) , holding that the alteration of rule 1 

(22) (1894) A. 0. 494; 63 L. J. Q. B. 737; 6 R, 299- 
71 L. T. 157; 43 W. R. 113; 7 Asp. M. C. 485. 

(23) (1910) 2 K. B. 364; 79 L. J. fC. B. 1094 ; 103 

h. T. 333, ' 
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made it clear that Order XVI did not 
•deal solely with joinder of parties and that 
rule 4 must be interpreted in the light of rule 
I, laid down that the power to join several 
defendants in the same action extended to 
cases where the subject-matter of complaint 
as against the several defendants is sub- 
stantially the same although the causes 
of action against them respectively are, 
technically, different in form, and the several 
liabilities alleged against them respectively 
are to some extent based on different grounds. 
The Indian Legislature, however, provided 
against all difficulties of interpretation by 
enaoting rule 3 in the same words as rule 1. 
By section 28 of the old Code the right to 
relief was required to be in respect of the 
same matter,’ under rule 3 it is sufficient if 
such right exists ‘in respect of or arises out of 
'the same transaction or series of transactions’ 
subjeot only to the condition that there be 
any common question of law or fact to be 
•decided. It does not matter whether there 
are more than one and technically different 
causes of action [Campania Sansinena 
v. Hovlder (23)] or the liabilities of the 

• several defendants are different, rule 4 ( b)\ 
nor is it necessary that every defend- 
ant should be interested in all the reliefs 
claimed in the suit (rule 5). 

But it is argued that these rules do not 
affect the question whether to a suit for 
specific performance strangers to a contract 
may be joined as defendants and it is contend- 
ed that it is governed by the rule laid down 
by Lord Cottenham in Tasker v. Small (G). 

It is perfectly clear, however, that even in 
England where the general rule still is that 
the parties to the contract are the necessary 
and sufficient parties to the action as held 
in Tasker v. Small (G), there are many real 
or apparent exceptions to this rule which 
is after all a rule of convenience and good 
sense (See Fry’s Specific Performance, section 
176 and section 192). Some of the exceptions 
were recognised under the former practice 
of the Court of Chancery itself, while the 
Rules of the Supreme Court have largely 
enlarged the powers of the Court in joining 
any party whose presence may be neces- 
sary (see Halsbury’s Laws of England, 
Volume 27, notes to section 141, page 79, 
and Fry, section 192). It has thus been 
held in England that persons claiming 


adversely might be made defendants, a 
person who by virtue of an antecedent contract 
with the vendor claimed an interest in the 
purchase-money was a proper party to a suit 
for specific performance, in the case of pur- 
chases from a voluntary settlor when the 
contract was sought to be enforced by a pur- 
chaser not only the vendor but the trustees 
of the settlement and the persons beneficially 
interested under it were properly made 
defendants, and in some cases where a 
portion of the relief claimed might affeot 
the person in actual possession of the 
property that person may properly be made 
a party to an action for specific performance 
of the contract (see the summary of 

cases in Fry, sections 175, 180, 181, 18o, 187, 
188, 1S9, 192, and 210, and 27 Hals- 
bury’s Laws of England, section 141 and 
notes tlmreto). Bishop of Winchester v. 
Mid-Hants Bailway Company (lb), was a 
case of the last class where Stuart, V. C., 
held: “Ordinarily a person not being a 
party to the contract ought not to be 
brought before the Court. But it is other- 
wise where possession is sought by the 
bill, and the person in possession will be 

affected by the decree.” 

That in a suit to enforce specific per- 
formance of a contract for the sale of 
immoveable property possession can also 
be asked for and obtained as against the 
vendor is well established by the rulings 
of this Court as well as of the other 
Indian High Courts. See Bugata Appala 
Naidn v. Chengalvala Jogiraju (l), where 
the learned Chief Justice and Seshagiri 
Aiyar, J., say: * It is the practice in this 
and other Courts to allow a claim for 
possession to be included in a claim for 
specific performance of a contract for the 
sale of immoveable property and we are 


not prepared to question it.” And it was 
not argued before us that as against the 
vendor himself partition could not be obtain- 
ed in such a suit although delivery of posses- 
sion might be, at any rate any such dis- 
tinction would be altogether untenable. That 
a buyer of a Hindu co-parcener s share 
cannot ask for joint possession but only for 

norf if inn nannnf. Qnrplv 111 Ilk ft 111? POSltlOH 


any worse. 

The real ground on which objeotion to the 
joinder in this case of defendants Nos. 2 to 
5, who are the oo-paroeners of the 1st 


Vol. XL] 


INDIAN CASES. 


439 


RANGAYYA REDDY V . SDBRAMANYA AIYAR. 

defendant who contracted to sell his share 
in certain items of the family property to 
the plaintiff, is based is that the right to 
partition does not arise until after the con- 
veyance has been executed under the decree 
of the Court. Thu objection, it may be 
pointed out, primarily raises the question as 
to what reliefs can be obtained aloug with 
specific performance and relates to the joinder 
of defendants only inferentially. I do not 
see why we must say that the right to ask 
both for specific performance and for posses- 
sion did not arise at the time when the 
vendor refused to carry out the bargain and 
give the vendee possession of the property. 

I may observe, however, that it does not 
follow that because in a suit for specific 
performance the plaintiff does not ask for 
delivery of possession, Order II, rule 2, of 
the Code of Civil Procedure would be a bar 
to a future suit for possession. For ordinarily 
the vendor is either not interested in denying 
or cannot deny the plaintiff’s right to obtain 
delivery of possession of the property if the 
latter has a right to enforce the contract 
and the question, therefore, of the purchaser’s 
right to possession is seldom raised at a 
time when the very contract of sale or the 
plaintiff’s right to enforce it is still in dis- 
pute. 

That by virtue of section 54, Transfer of 
Property Act, no interest in immoveable 
property is created by the contract of sale 
itself does not at all affect the question. It 
is sufficient for the • plaintiff to say that by 
the contract he obtained the right to acquire 
the property with the aid of the Court, the 
execution of a registered instrument and 
delivery of possession being the means by 
which the right is to be enforced. The 
decision of the Privy Council in Lakshmi 
Venkayyamma v. Venkatanarasimha (19) is 
based on this principle. I think it would 
be unreasonable to hold that the right to 
possession does not arise out of the contract 
so as to be covered by the words of rule 3 
[see Madan Mohan Singh v. Oaja Prosad 
Sir.gh (2i], 

Nor can it make any difference that the 
right to one relief, that is, possession, is 
contingent on the plaintiff establishing his 
right to another relief, namely, execution of 
a proper conveyance by the defendant. There 
are many other examples of such suits: 
e. g. y suits for establishing right to and to 


reoover immoveable property and for mesne 
profits, for setting aside alienation on ground 
of fraud or undue influence and other cases 
of that description. 

I am also of opinion that section 27, clause 
(c), of the Specific Relief Act applies as 
illustrated by the two examples appended 
to it, especially the second case which is as 
follows: ‘A and Bare joint tenants of land, 

his undivided moiety of which either may be 
alien in his lifetime, but which, subject to 
that right, devolves on the survivor. A con- 
tracts to sell his moiety to C , and dies. G 
may enforce specific performance of the con- 
tract against B.” This illustration, which 
is undoubtedly covered by the terms of the 
section, is substantially the present case and 
shows that a purchaser from a co-parcener 
can enforce specific performance of his con- 
tract against the other co-parceners. That 
being so, the only question is whether the 
joinder of prayer for possession or partition is 
permissible, and I have already tried to show 
that it is. 

As for the suggestion that the joinder 
of parties other than the vendor as con- 
templated by section 27 is for the purpose 
of compelling them to join in the conveyance, 
it is not necessary to express aDy opinion 
upon it on this reference. All that I wish 
to say on that point, as it is raised in 
Sadasiva Aiyar, J.’s judgment, is that in 
some cases it may be necessary to order 
persons other than the vendor to join in the 
execution of the deed of sale. And that, 1 
may observe, was the kind of question that 
was really mooted in Tasker v. Small (fi) 
and the other English decisions of that 
category. In Howard v. Miller (17) algo, all 
that was decided was that no decree for 
specific performance could be given against 
a person who was not a party to the agree- 
ment. Anyhow, I fail to see that because 
defendants Nos. 2 to 5 might or might not be 
asked to join in the conveyance, it follows 
in any way that partition might not be 
obtained as against them in the same suit. 

It is obvious that to require the purchaser 
first to enforce specific performance of the con- 
tract of sale and after he has obtained a decree 
to that effect, to institute a separate suit for 
partition, would be a wholly unnecessary 
multiplictatinn of suits resulting in a mere 
waste of time and money. In some case 3 . 
where, fur instance, a Qo-paroener q* tenant. 
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in-common who had been excluded from his 
share sold to a bona fide purchaser shortly 
before the lapse of the period of limitation, 
the purchaser might lose the whole bargain 
through no fault of his own As, in my 
opinion, the terms of Order I of the Code 
of Civil Procedure and section 27 of the 
Specific Relief Act, negative such a narrow 
construction and there is nothing in reason 
or principle to warrant it, I would answer 
both the questions in the affirmative There 
is no decision exactly in point, but in so far 
as the cases in Bugala Appall Chengal- 
vala Jogira'jU (1) and A Jarasitiga Row v. 
Rangasami 'Vhevan (7) may be regarded as 
laying down any general rulo that in a suit for 
specific performance, a person in possession 
other than the vendor cannot be joined as 
a defendant, I should hold with the greatest 
deference to the learned Judges concerned in 
those decisions, that such a general proposi- 
tion is not sustainable. It is mainly based 
on the observations of Lord Cottenham in 
Tasker v. Small (G), without sufficient regard 
being Lad to the subsequent relaxations of 
the old rule in later decisions of the English 
Courts and the changes effected in the rules 
of the Supreme Court of Englaud. 

If the Court thinks that the claims against 
several defendants should be separately tried 
in any cases covered by rules .4, 4 and 5 of 
Order I on grounds of convenience, it has 
ample power to order separate trials and it 
is the obvious intention of the Legislature, as 
is to be collected from the provisions of Order 
I, that subject to this power, all claims arising 
out of the same transaction or series of 
transactions shall be tried together if they 
are so connected as to give rise to any com- 
mon question of fact or law. 

It may be pointed (nit that in this particular 
case the further allegations that the 1st 
defendant fraudulently compromised the pre- 
vious suit for partition instituted by his 
co-parceners (defendants Nos. 2 to 5) in order 
to deprive the plaintiffs of the fruits of their 
purchase and that the defendants Nos. 2 io 5 
have been acting in collusion with him with 
knowledge of the contract of sale, make 
defendants Nos. 2 to 5 necessary parties 
to the action. 

Eor these reasons, I agree with the con- 
clu.-don of Oldfield, J. 


Srinivasa Aiyangar, J. — As 1 agree general- 
ly with the judgment of Sadasiva Aiyar, 
J., I do not propose to discuss the ques- 
tion at length. The answer to the ques- 
tions referred to us appears to me to depend 
upon well settled principles. To a suit for 
specific performance of a contract the par- 
ties to the contract or their representatives 
are necessary parties, others bound to 
perform it are proper parties, and no others 
can be made parties, Howard v. Miller (17). 
Section 27 of the Specific Relief Act 
specifies the persons against whom contracts 
can be specifically enforced. As a part 
of this rule all persons who may be 
affected by the enforcement of the rights 
of the plaintiff arising out of the contract 
may properly be made parties; as for 
example in Bishop of Winchester v. Mid* 
Hants Railway Co. (18), which was a vendor’s 
suit for specific performance, where the 
plaintiff sought relief by way of declara- 
tion of lien for unpaid purchase-money 
and enforcement of that lien by the 
appointment of a Receiver and injunction, 
the purchaser’s lessees were held proper 
parties. It is also settled that in a suit 
by the buyer for specific performance 
of a contract of sale of immoveable pro- 
perty, the plaintiff is entitled not merely 
to call for a conveyance from the vendor, 
but also seek possession of the property 
from the vendor, by compelling him to 
perform all his obligations under the 
contract of sale, namely, to give the 
buyer such possession of the property as its 
nature admits. Ordinarily and in the 
absence of a contract to the contrary, the 
buyer would be entitled to possession at the 
time fixed for completion of the sale 
and if he accepts the title and offers to 
pay the purchase money, he would be entitled 
both to call for a conveyance and to posses- 
sion of the property from the vendor; and in 
a suit for specific performance the buyer may 
be entitled to damages in addition to specific 
performance for the failure of the vendor to 
give possession at the time agreed [see 
illustration of the third paragraph in 
section 19 of the Specific Relief Act. 
Royal Bristol Permanent Building Society 
v. Bomash (24)]. This right of the buyer, 

(24) (J887) So Oh. D. 390; 66 L. J. Oh. 840; 67 L. 

T. 17». 
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I apprehend, is a right in personam 
against the vendor and arises out of the 
contract for sale and is different from the 
title or the right of property which the 
purchaser obtains on the execution of the 
conveyance, which enables him to sue in 
ejectment all persons in possession including 
his own vendor. If this is the correct view, 
the fact that a buyer when suing for specific 
performance of a contract of sale does not seek 
recovery of possession would not prevent 
him from seeking that relief on his title 
which gives him another cause of action. 
My only doubt is whether the obligation 
under the contract of sale to give posses- 
sion is one which is capable of being 
specifically enforced, and whether the 
proper relief is not damages for breach 
of the contract to give possession till 
execution of the conveyance, after which 
date the purchaser would be entitled to 
mesne profits from the person in possession, 
whether such person is the vendor or a 
stranger without title. Whether a suit for 
possession based on the obligation under 
the contract of sale can be brought against 
a subsequent purchaser with notice of the 
contract who has obtained possession as 
such purchaser need not be considered 
now. In Fateh Chand v. Narasingh Das (8) 
it was held and in Goffu? v. Efokaji (25) it 
was assumed that it can be. 

In the present suit the contract of sale 
was to sell the 1st defendant’s share in 
certain items of immoveable property, which 
formed part of the co-parcenary property 
belonging in common to himself and the 
other defendants in the case. It is now 
settled so far as this Court is concerned 
that this contract, even if completed 
by a conveyance, would not entitle the 
plaintiff to joint possession with the other 
co- parceners — that in fact he is not en- 
titled to any sort of possession — but that 
his purchase, if completed, would enable 
him to bring a suit for partition in which, 
if the Court making a division considers 
it fair having due regard to the rights 
of other co- parceners to allot the pro- 
perty sold to the vendor, the vendee 
standing in his shoes may obtain that 
property. It is obvious that the 1st defend- 
ant, the vendor, was under no obligation to 

■ 

(26) 26 B. 150; 3 Bom. L, R. 596. 
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place the plaintiff in joint possession of any 
family property and no other person, even if 
bound to perform the obligation of the 
contraot, can be under that obligation. 

It was said that in the case of a 
contract to sell his share of the joint 
family property by a member of the co- 
parcenary, there is a contractual obligation 
on his part to divide himself off from 
the other members and place the vendee 
in possession of the property which may 
be allotted in a fair partition. Without an 
express stipulation in the contract, I am 
unable to imply any such obligation from the 
provisions of the Transfer cf Property Act or 
any other law governing the relation of vendor 


and vendee. Even in the case of tenants- in- 
common, where one tenant-in-common sells 
his share in specific items there appears to 
be no such obligation (see Freeman on 
Co-Tenancy, section 199, at page 329). 

The right to sue for partition does not 


arise till after the legal title is transfer- 
red and when the suit was instituted in 
the present ease there was no right to 
sue for partition at all. This conclusion, 
apart from any question of joinder of 
parties or causes of action, which can only 
arise if there is a right to relief against 
one or more at the time of the institution . 
of the suit, is enough to answer the second 
question in the negative [see De Hoghton 
v. Money (14), especially the obseryations 
at page 1?0 of the report]. 


The first question stands on a different 
footing; and an answer to that would 
depend on, whether defendants Nos. 2 to 
5 are subsequent transferees of the pro- 
perty agreed to be sold to the plaintiff. 
The compromise in the previous litigation, 
which is challenged in the present suit 
as a fraud on the rights of the plaintiff 
under his contract of sale, does not in 
terms purport to be a transfer of the 1st 
defendant’s share of the property agreed 
to be sold to the plaintiff; he as a member 
of a Mitakshara joint Hindu family had 
no definite share in any particular item 
of the family property. In fact what 
defendants Nos. 2 to 5 say is that they 
have only converted their partial interest in 
the whole of the family properties into a full 
interest in some of them, and that no 
agreement by the 1st defendant can affect 
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their prior rights in the family property. 
They in no way dispute the contraot of 
the 1st defendant with the plaintiff. It 
is not said that the value of the pro- 
perty allotted to the 1st defendant is less 
than the value of his share. 

But a partition involves the release of 
the interest of the other co- parceners in the 
properties allotted to one of them and though 
by virtue of their prior title defendants Nos. 
2 to 5 may be entitled to a release from 
the 1st defendant of his interest in the 
properties, the subject of the present suit, 
if these properties were allotted to them 
in a fair partition without being 
affected by the contract of sale which 
can only operate subject to their rights, 
yet if the partition is proved to be a 
fraudulent design to defeat the rights of 
the plaintiff under his contraot of sale, 
by the 1st defendant giving up the chance 
of the suit properties or a share in them 
being allotted to him in a fair division, I 
think that defendants Nos. 2 to 5 in such 
a caso may fairly be treated as subsequent 
transferees with notice. In Fateh Chand v. 
Narsingh Das (8), which is perhaps the 
nearest to the present case, under the 
form of a compromise one of the defendants 
got a transfer for money of whatever 
interest the other defendant had in the 
property agreed to be sold. It was held 
that he was a subsequent transferee. The 
difference between that case and this is 
obvious; but that, I think, makes no differ- 
ence in principle. The answer to the 1st 
question must, therefore, be in the affirmative. 

In the view I have taken, there is oidy one 
cause of action, namely, that for specific per- 
formance in this case, the other cause of 
action, viz., for partition not having accrued 
on the date of the suit. If there was an 
existing cause of action for partition on 
the date of the suit, the question whether 
the two causes of action, one for specific 
performance and the other for partition 
and possession, can he joined in one suit, 
would depend not only on the provisions 
of Order J, rules 3 and 5, which primarily 
regulate the joinder of parties but also 
of Order II, rules 3 and 4, which provide 
for joinder of causes of action. 

Reference answered in the negative, 

Y.IU\ 
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CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 2603 

of 1915. 

April 2, 1915. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Smither. 

BYMKESH CHAKRABARTTY— 
Plaintiff — Appellant 
versus 

J AG ADISWAR ROY and others— 

Defendants — Respondents. 

Incidence Ad (l >j 1872),$. Vi — Tenant, status of 
— Decree in favour of stranger, athnissibiltf ij ot. 

A decree (whether obtained by the plaintiff's pre- 
decessor or a stranger', in which it was found that 
the defendants-tenants had upholding in a certain 
estate on a certain rental, is admissible under section 
18 of the Indian Evidence Act for the purpose of 
showing that the defendants held a holding in that 
estate on that rental, [p. 433, cols. 1 & ?.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Sub- 
Judge. Jessore, dated the 12th August 1915, 
affirming that of the Munsif, Jessore, dated 
the 14th December 1 914. 

FACTS material to the report will appear 
from the following extracts from the judg- 
ment of the lower Appellate Court: — 

“This appeal arises out of a suit for rent 
from 1313 to 1316. For the first three years the 
plaintiff has claimed Jrd of the alleged entire 
jama and for 1316 he has claimed the entire 
rent, on the allegation that on partition of 
the present estate the entire mauza to which 
the jama in suit appertains fell to the 
plaintiff’s share. 

The defendants inter alia denied the 
relationship of landlord and tenant and 
contended that they held no lands of Mudafat, 
Ambika Dasi stated in the plaint. 

The learned Munsif dismissed the suit 
and the plaintiff appealed but the defendants 
did not appear in this Court though they 
were served with notices. 

The only question for trial is whether the 
relationship of landlord and tenant has been 
established between the parties? 

FINDING. — To prove the claim the plaint- 
iff tendered a rent-decree alleged to have 
been obtained by one oo-sharer Jogendra 
Nath Rai and a cheque book and he examin- 
ed two witnesses. The learned Munsif held 
that the co sharer’s decree was not admissible 
in evidence. 

In my opinion it could be admissible in 
evidence, provided the plaintiff could prove 
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that, the decree-holder was his co-sharer. 
There is no evidence to show that the said 
decree-holder was ever co-sharer of the plaint- 
iff. There being no evidence to connect the 
link, the plaintiff cannot avail of the decree. 

* * * From the evidence in the case I find 
that the claim could not be proved and the 
suit was rightly dismissed. Ordered tbati the 
appeal be dismissed ex parte.” 

Babus Surendra Madhab Mallik and Satis 
Chandra Bose> for the Appellant. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal by the 
plaintiff from a decision of the learned Sub- 
ordinate Judge of Jessore, dated the 12th 
August 1915, affirming a decision of the 
Munsif of the same place. The plaintiff 
brought the suit to recover rent for the years 
1313 to 1316 B. S. He sued as a 5-annas 4- 
pies co-sharer and he alleged that the defend- 
antshad a holding of which the rent was Rs. 17. 
The estate in which the plaintiff was a co- 
sharer bore tauzi No. 250 of the Jessore 
Collectorate. The plaintiff is a person who has 
purchased this share in the month of Septem- 
ber 1906. In support of his claim the plaintiff 
gave in evidence a decree obtained by another 
co-shareralso of a 5-annas 4-pies share in which 
it was found that the defendants had a holding 
in the estate of which the Tauzi number was 
250 of the Jessore Collectorate, and that the 
rent of that holding was Rs. 17 per annum. 
It is quite dear that to prove these facts the 
decree in the other suit was a relevant docu- 
ment. There cannot be any doubt about it 
whether the decree was by a predecessor of the 
plaintiff or by a stranger, under the provisions 
of the Indian Evidence Act that decree is 
admissible and, no doubt, it is an important 
document. The learned Judge in the prim- 
ary Court thought that the deoree was not 
admissible at all. The learned Judge in 
the lower Appellate Court held that the 
deoree could only be given in evidence if 
the plaintiff oould prove that the person 
who had obtained it was his co-sharer. 
What I understand the learned Judge meant 
is that the plaintiff had got to prove that 
Jogendra, i.e. f the person who bad ob- 
tained the deoree and the present plaintiff 
• were co-sharers in the estate at one and 
the same time and that otherwise the docu- 
ment would hot be admissible in evidence. 

. That, I do not agree, was the proper view 
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at all. This document was obviously admis- 
sible under section 13 of the Indian Evidence 
Act for the purpose of showing that the 
defendants held a holding in this estate Tauzi 
No. 250 and that the rent of tha tholding 
was Rs. 17. The case must, therefore, go 
back to the lower Appellate Court to have the 
appeal re-heard after due attention being 
given to the decree obtained by Jogendra. 
Costs of this appeal and of the lo a er Appellate 
Court will abide the result of the re-hearing 
by the learned Subordinate Judge. 

Smith er, J. — I agree that the decree is 
admissible in evidence and the case must, 
therefore, go back. 

Case sent hack. 

_ I 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1559 of 1915. 

May 31, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Tudball and 
Mr. Justice Rafique 

Malik AKBAR ALI KHAN — Plaintiff — • 

Appellant 

9 

versus 

SHAH MUHAMMAD — Defendant — 

Respondent. 

License — Licensee denying licensor’s title — For- 
feiture. 

A licensee in possession does not, like a tenant, by 
denying the title of the grantor of the license, forfeit 
the license and become liable to immediate eject- 
ment. [p. 444, col. 2.] 

Dharam Kunwar v. Fakirci , A. W. N. (1901) 157, 
followed. 

Second appeal against the decision of the 
District Judge, Shahjahanpur, dated the 4th 
September 1915. 

ORDER OF REFERENCE. 

Tudball, J. — The question which arises in 
the present case for decision is one which is 
covered by a (Jeoision of this Court. It 
clashes somewhat also with a more recent 
decision in very similar circumstances which 
is to be found reported as Anand Sarup v. 
Chaunva (1). Under the circnmstances I think 
it admissible to refer the case to a Bench of 
two Judges for decision. I order accordingly. 

Dr. S. M. Sulaiman , for the Appellant. 

Mr. M. L. Sandal , for the Respondent. 

* • 

(1) 34 Ind. Cas. 952,- 14 A L. J. 115. 
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JUDGMENT.— This case was decided in 
both the Courts below on the admission that 
the defendant was in possession of the land 
as a licensee and the plaintiff was a licensor. 
This was not in accordance with the actual 
pleadings of the parties. In the plaint the 
plaintiff alleged a tenanoy. The defendant 
alleged, on the other hand, a license, but 
apparently, as we see from the judgment of 
the Court of first instance, it was subsequently 
admitted that the defendant was in possession 
of the land as a licensee. Clearly that was 
the position which the plaintiff appellant took 
up in the lower Appellate Court also and 
it is the position which is taken up in the one 
ground in the memorandum of appeal filed in 
this Court. The Courts below have decided 
the case in view of the decision of a Bench of 
this Court in Dkaram Kunwar v. Fakira (2). 
The plea taken before us is that the defendant 
having denied the plaintiff’s title altogether, 
his license is liable to be revoked and 
he should have been ejected. It was in the 
previous suit between the parties that the de- 
fendant denied the plaintiff s title, and in that 
the question of title was decided in the plaint* 
iff’ g favour. Jn the present suit the defendant 
has admitted the plaintiff’s title. The ruling 
in question is the only ruling to which our 
attention has been called. It is admittedly 
against the appellant’s contention. It was 
therein laid down that a licensee in posses- 
sion does not, like a tenant, by denying the 
title of the grantor of the license, forfeit the 
license, and become liable to immediate 
ejectment. The two Judges who decided 
that case remarked as follows: No author- 

ity, either from the Indian or English reports, 
has been cited to us in support of the con- 
tention that in such a case a licensee is in the 
same position as a tenant who denies his 
lessor's title, and we see no reason why we 
should extend the rule of forfeiture and make 
it applicable to a licensee. The grantor of 
the license has ordinarily power by revoca- 
tion to put an end to the license and that 
may be the reason why the same rule has 
not been made applicable to a licensee denying 
the title of the grantor of t lie license as to a 
tenant denying his landlord’s title. It is 
to be noticed also, as regards Indian legisla- 
tion, that although the Transfer of Property 
Aot provides for forfeiture of his tenancy by 

(2) A. W. N (1001) lf»7. 


a tenant denying his landlord’s title, no 
such provision has been made regarding a 
licensee in the chapter of the Easements 
Act which deals with licenses. It may 
seem anomalous that a tenant who denies his 
landlord’s title, is liable to forfeiture of his 
lease, whereas a licensee may deny a licensor’s 
title without any such liability to forfeiture, 
but it is correct that there is no suoh provi- 
sion in the Easements Act such as has been 
made in the Transfer of Property Act, sec- 
tion 111. In this state of the law we think 
that it would be proper to accept the ruling 
in the case mentioned, inasmuch as no good 
reason has been shown why we should differ 
from it. We, therefore, follow that ruling 
and in that view the appeal must fail. We, 

therefore, dismiss it with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COUKT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 1212 

ok 1917. 

May 7, 1915. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Sraither. 

ANNODA CHARAN NAYA and another— 

Defendants — Appellants 

versus 

DASARATH HALDAR and others— 
Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

landlord and truant— Covenant by tenant not to 

t ranster his interest, enjorceability of. 

Where there is no condition of forfeiture in a lea»e, 
a covenant bv the tenant not to transfer his interest 
cannot restrain the latter from transferring the 
same, unless proper conditions me put in for enforc- 
ing the rights of the landlord on a breach of *ne 
covenant, fp. 445, col. l.J 

Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, 24-Perganas, dated the 9th April 191*), 
affirming that of the Subordinate Judge, 
Alipur, dated the 13th February 1914. 

Babns Bepin Behary Ghost //, Dherenda Ul 
Khastgir and Snrendra bath Qhosal , for the 

Appellant. 

Babus I hear ha Nath Chacherhutty amt 
Khirode Narain Bhuia , for the Respondents. 

Fletcher, J. — This an appeal from * deci- 
sion of the learned District Judge of the ¥ 
Perganas, dated the 9th April 1915, affirming 
the decision of the Subordinate Judge At 
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Alipur. The plaintiffs were three in number. 
They brought a suit to recover possession 
of certain land. The plaintiffs Nos. 2 and 
3 were the original tenants of the property, 
the 1st defendant being the landlord. 
Certain rents having fallen due by the plaintiffs 
Nos. 2 and 3 to the landlord, the defendant 
No. 1, a suit for rent was instituted and an 
ex parte decree was obtained on the 10th 
July 1900. The property was then attached 
and brought to sale and purchased by the 
defendant No. 1. The sale was confirmed 
on the 15th August 1900. On the 2nd 
June 1902, the plaintiffs Nos. 2 and 3 sold 
their interest to the plaintiff No, I and 
immediately executed a kabuliyat in favour 
of the plaintiff No. i. On the 18th May 
1905 the defendants Nos. 2 and 3 
took a lease of the property from the 
defendant No. I. On the 26th May 1905 
the plaintiffs Nos. 2 and 3 applied to set 
aside the decree and the sale in execution. 
On the 18th July 1905, the decree was set 
aside and the sale fell with it. The first 
point that has been urged before us, 
as it was urged in the lower Appellate 
Court, is that the plaintiffs Nos. I, 2 and 3 
have no title to the land as the plaintiff 
No. 1 claims through the plaintiffs Nos. 2 
and* 3 who, on the terms of the lease, had 
np right to transfer the land. This case 
depends purely on the terms of the lease, 
beoause Mr. Ghose on behalf of the appellants 
has quite frankly admitted that apart from 
the terms of the lease the plaintiffs N 03 . 2 
and 3 would have a right to transfer their 
interest in the land. That being so, there 
is not very much to say, because if the 
plaintiff No. 1 has not got a valid transfer 
the property has vested in the plaintiffs 
Nos. 2 and 3 and vice versa . The question 
of this conveyance may not be so easy, 
out it seems to me clear that the transfer 
at any rate had been recognised for some 
purposes by the landlord before a quarter 
of the purchase-money had been paid to him. 
Jta fact from the very nature of the convey- 
ance, there could not be a quarter of: the 
purchase- money paid to the landlord until 
there was a transfer and sale to the pur- 
chaser because the purchaser was not likely 
tb part' with a quarter or the whole of the 
purchase- money before he had' got a proper 
dbcument executed to him for „ the transfer 
of the laud. That seems to me to be one 


answer. The other answer is that in a 
case of this sort where there is no condition 
of forfeiture in the lease, a covenant like 
this cannot restrain the transfer of an 
interest unless proper conditions are put in 
for enforcing the rights of the landlord on 
a breach of the contract. I think the con- 
clusion arrived at by the learned Judge of 
the lower Appellate Court that this property 
has vested in the plaintiffs is clearly right. 

The other point of limitation is clearly 
covered by the decision which Mr. Ghose 
has been good enough to refer to, namely, 
the decision reported as Budhu Kumar v. 
Hafiz Hussain (1). The appeal is, accordingly, 
dismissed with costs. 

Smither, J.— -I agree. 

Appeal dismissed % 

(1) 20 lull. Cas. 821, 18 C. L. J. 274. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

First Appeal from Order No. 193 of 1916. 

May 29, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Tudball and 
Mr. Justice Rafique. 

MUHAMMAD SHIS> — Petitioner . 

Appellant 

versus 

MAHABIR PRASAD and others 

Opposite Parties — R#?pon dents. 

Provincial Insolvency Act (III of 1907^, s. 15 

Application — Omissian to disclose dismissal of previous 
application , effect of. 

The mere omission to disclose in an application for 
adjudication that a previous application by the 
same applicant has been dismissed is not a sufficient 
reason within the meaning of Section 15 of the 
Provincial Insolvency Act for dismissing the appli- 
cation. 

First appeal from the order of the District 
Judge, Saharanpur, dated the 29th June 1916. 

Messrs. S. M. Y, Hasan and JJma Shankar 
Bajpai y for the Appellant. 

Mr. Nihal Chand 9 for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT.: — The order of the Court 
below is obviously wrong. The petition has 
been dismissed simply because tire applicant 

did not therein disclose the fact that he bad 
once before applied to be declared an insol- 
vent ami that that, application bad been- 
dismissed. This is not a sufficient reason 
within 1 he mewing of section 15 of the Act. 
The act of filing an application by a debtor 
under the Act is in itsalf an act of insolvency. 
We, therefore, allow the application, set 
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asirfe the order of the Court below, and 
direct that Court to restore the petition 
to its original number on the tile and 
to proceed to hear and determine it ac- 
cording to law. We make no order as to 

costs. 

• Application allowed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 
Miscellaneous Second Civil Appeal No. 383 

of 1916. 

May 4, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Leslie Jones. 

JAG AT RAM— Defendant— Appellant 

versus 

DHARAM SINGH and otubrs— Plaintikm 

— Respondents. 

Morl'W'ie l"J way of cnnditional sale— Proprietary 
nyhts of mortgaycc , when called into exigence— Punjab 
Limitation (Ancestral Loud Alienation) Art (I n) 
1900J. Sch. — Alienation —Suit to rccoi'cr hint! <i( unated 

Limitation, commencement of. 

lu a suit to recover possession of ancestral laud 
alienated by a male proprietor during his lifetime, 
limitation runs primarily from the date on which the 

alienation is attested. fl> 417, col. l.J . 

The proprietary title of a mortgagee is called into 
existence only when the right of redemption is 

extinguished, [p. 447, col. 1.] . 

Plaintiffs sued for possession of certain lands 

allowing that an alienation thereof by their lather was 
without consideration and necessity. It appears that 
,| 1( . original alienation was a mortgage executed 
i„ November 1897, which recited that if the property 
was not redeemed within twoyeursitshould bedeemed 
t,,* 1 )( . sold. The mortgage not having been redeemed, 

I he mortgagee instituted a suit for possession on the 
9th March 1901. This suit was compromised on the 
understanding that if the mortgagor failed to 
redeem within a further period allowed to him the 
mortgagee was l«> get possession. 1 he moitgngee 
accord in ,r lv look possession on the 19th August 1901, 

muluti.mof the |.ro,,ri,Uu y ri-l.t bei..R 

the 29th June 191):*. On thc31st <>t March 191o, the 

mortgagor’s sons instituted the present suit tor 

possession: 

Held, that the alienation by sale which the plaint- 
ills sought to attack not having been mutated till 
ihe 29th June 1903, time began to run I rom that 
date and the plaintiffs suit was, therefore, no! barred. 

[p. 417, col. l.J 

Miscellaneous second appoul from (bo 

order of tlie District Judge, Siulkot, dntod 
the Sth January 1916, reversing that of 
the Subordinate Judge, Sialkot, dated the 
15tb July 1915, dismissing the claim and 
remanding the case for decision on the 

merits. 


Bakhahi Tck Ohand , for the Appellant. 


Bhagat Govind Das } for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT. — The facts of this case may 

be stated as follows : — 

In November 1897, Devi Singh, a Rajput, 
mortgaged certain land to Jagat Ram, a 
Mahajan. The deed contained a condition 
that the property mortgaged would be 
deemed to be sold if not redeemed within two 

years. 

On the 28th July 1898, Jagat Ram 

obtained mutation as of an ordinary mort- 
gage. The mutation proceedings contained 
no mention of the clause of conditional 

sale. 

On the 12th January 1900 the mort- 
gagee instituted proceedings under Regulation 
XVII of 1806 and on the 9th March 1901, 
as the mortgage had not been redeemed, ho 
instituted a suit for possession. The alienor 
raised certain objections regarding the 
validity of the notice, but at the next 
hearing the parties arrived at a compromise 
under which the alienor was allowed a 
short further period within which to redeem 
and failing redemption within that period 
the alienee was to get possession. 

The alienor again failed to redeem and 
Jagat Ham took possession on the 19th 
August' 1901, mutation of the proprietary 
right being effected on the 29th June 

1903. 

Devi Singh died not long afterwards. 
On the 31st March 1915, his four sons 

instituted the present suit for possession 
alleging that the alienation by their father 
was without consideration or necessity. 
The Subordinate Judge dismissed the suit 
of the three elder plaintiffs on the ground 
that the defendant had obtained possession 
in 1901, but lie held that the suit of the 
youngest son Kirpa was within time be- 
cause ho was still under twenty-one years 
uf age on the day when the suit was in- 
stituted. 

' It would have been very much more 
convenient if the Subordinate Judge had 
decided tbo whole suit before dismissing 
that of the three elder plaintiffs. The 
reason which he gave for holding their 
suit to be barred by time was . incorrect 
and they appealed to the District Judge, 
who accepted the appeal and remanded the 
suit stating that he left all questions other 
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than that of limitation to be decided by the 
Court of first instance. 

The defendant has now preferred a second 
appeal to this Court. The District Judge 
pointed out quite correctly that in a suit of 
this kind to recover possession of ancestral 
land alienated by a male proprietor during 
his lifetime limitation runs primarily from 
the date on which the alienation was attested. 
He appears to have .been of the opinion that 
the plaintiffs could not attack the mort- 
gage for the reason that mutation of the 
mortgage was effected more than twelve years 
before the suit was instituted, but that they 
could at least attack the sale as the mu- 
tation of proprietary rights was effected 
within twelve years of bringing the suit. He 
also remarked that the suit was not barred, 
regarded as a suit for redemption. 

I may remark here that I do not under- 
stand why this suit should be regarded as 
one for redemption. The plaintiffs did not 
pay the Court-fee necessary for such a 
suit. They did not admit the amount of 
the mortgage-debt but merely stated that 
if the sale was set aside, they would be. 
willing to pay any such sum as was found 
to have been incurred for a necessary pur- 
pose. 

The main question is, however, whether 
the plaintiffs are in time to attack the sale. 
Counsel for the defendant-appellant urges 
that the alienation was complete when the 
deed of mortgage was executed and that 
the rights of the mortgagee ripened into 
those of absolute owners without any 

further action on the part of the alienor,. 
The fact remains, however, that the alienation 
by sale which the plaintiffs now seek to attack 
was not mutated until 1908 and that mutation 
of proprietary rights was obviously necessary, 
^he proprietary title of a mortgagee [see Atar 
bingh v. Jf a U a jRam (i)] is called into 
existence only when the right of redemption 
is extinguished, and it is created by the 
proceedings which took place under Regu- 
lation XVII of 1806. In my opinion, 
therefore, the District Judge was right in 
holding that so far as the sale is concerned 
time runs from the 29th June 1903. 

It appears to me that it is doubtful 
whether he was equally correct in holding 
that the plaintiff could not attack the 

U) 103 p. R. 1901; 120 P. L. R. 1901. 
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mortgage apart from the condition of sale, 
as it is difficult to imagine any case in 
which the intention not to preserve a 
mortgage can be more strongly indicated. 
The plaintiffs, however, appear to have 
accepted that particular finding as they 
have not appealed to this Court. 

Accordingly the result of the findings of 
the District Judge appears to be this that, 
if the plaintiffs can succeed in setting aside 
the sale, they will be entitled to take 
possession on payment of the amount of 
the mortgage-debt.. The appeal fails and 
is dismissed. Costs will be costs in the 
suit. 

Appeal dismissed , 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Civil Revision No. 203 of 1916. 

May 29, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Ryves. 

Messrs. FORD & MACDONALD, Ltd. — 

Plaintiffs — Applicants 

versus 

A. D. MEYER — Defendant — 

Opposite Party. 

Limitation Act i IX of 1908), .s. 14 —Suit filed in 
wrong Court- -Good faith — Limitation, aaving of. 

A suit which ought to have been tiled in the Court 
of Small Causes was filed in the Court of a Munsif 
and the munsarim of that Court certified that the 
plaint was one within the jurisdiction of the Court 
of the Munsif. A few days afterwards the Munsif 
transferred the ease to another Court which decreed 
the suit ex parte. On an application by the defendant 
the ex parte decree was set aside and on trial of the 
suit the Munsif returned the plaint to be filed in 
the proper Court, as the Munsif’s Court had no 
jurisdiction to try it. The plaint was filed in the 
Small Cause Court next day and the plaintiff was 
met with a plea of limitation: 

Held, that inasmuch as the plaintiff had acted 
throughout in good faith he was entitled to the 
benefit of section 14 of the Limitation A«t. [p. 448,' 
col. 1.] 

Civil revision from the decision of the 
Court of Small Causes, Agra, dated the 6th 
July 1916. 

Mr. U. P. Singh , for the Applicant. 

Mr. S. K. Dar , for the Opposite Party. 

JUDGMENT. — The suit out of which this' 
application arises was filed in the Court of 
the Munsif of Agra on the 20th June 1914. 
The suit is one for the recovery of Rs. 350 odd 
from the defendant, price of bricks supplied. 
The munsarim of the Court certified that 
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the plaint was one within the jurisdiction 
of the Court of the Munsif of Agra. A few 
days later, the Munsif of Agra transferred 
the case to the Court of the Munsif of 
Fatehabad. That Court proceeded to try 
the case and gave the plaintiffs an ex parte 
decree on the 12th August 191'f*. On fhe 
17th of September 1915, the plaintiffs took 

out execution, whereupon the defendant 
applied to have an ex parte decree set aside 
and to have the suit re-heard. This appli- 
cation was granted on the 20th of September 
1915 and the suit was re-tried. On the 23rd 
February 19*0, the Munsif of Fatehabad 
came to the conclusion that the plaint had 
been filed in the wrong Court and directed 
the plaint to be returned to the plaintiffs for 
presentation to the proper Court. The next 

day the plaint was filed in the Court of Small 
Causes at Agra. The defence to the suit in that 
Court was one of lirni ation, and it is quite 
clearthatthe suit is barred by limitation unless 
the plaintiffs can call in aid the provisions 
of section 14 of the Indian Limitation Act, 
excluding the time the suit was pending in 
the Courts of the Munsifs of Agra and 
Fatehabad. The learned Judge of the Court 
of Small Causes holds that section 14 can- 
not apply to this case because, as he says, 
“nothing was done with duo care and atten- 
tion.” He says that “the Small Cause 
Court existed in Agra for a long time, and 
no one specially Pleaders and clerks are 
ignorant of this. The mistake was not 
accidental but was due to inattention and gross 
negligence.” It seems to me there is nothing 
whatever on which to found this finding. 1 
have not the slightest doubt that the plaint- 
iffs thought honestly that the suit was pro- 
perly filed in the Court of the Munsif of 
Agra. That Court itself acted on this sup- 
position, and so did the Court of the Munsif 
of Fatehabad. Apparently when the defend- 
ant applied to have the suit restored on 
the 17th of September 1914 he took no 
such plea that the suit had been filed in a 
wrong Court, because if ho had, the Court 
would have had no jurisdiction to go on 
with it. It seems to me, therefore, clear 
that the plaintiffs acted throughout in good 
faith and, therefore, they are entitled to the 
benefit of section 14 of the Indian Limita- 
tion Act. The plaint is so worded that it 
might lead to an honestly mistaken view of 
J*w that the suit was one fur an account. J, 
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therefore, allow this application, set aside 
the decree of the Court of Small Causes at 
Agra and remand the suit to that Court 
with directions to re-adrait it on to its tile 
of pending cases and proceed to dispose of 
it on the merits. Under the circumstances, 
however, I think the plaintiffs ought to pay 
the costs of the defendant throughout. 

Application allowed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 
Second Civil Appeal No. 800 of 1911. 

May 22, 19 7. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Scott Smith and 
•Mr. Justice Leslie Jones. 
NANAK CHAND— Plaintiff- 

Appellant 


versus 


NUR UD-D.N and another— Defendants— 

Respondents. 

('in'/ Procedure Cotie (Art J' of 1908), (>. IX, r. 5 

Defendant not served— Suit consigned to record room — 
Second suit on same cause <>/ action . maintainability of. 

In u suit on a bond ii appeared tlml the plaintiff 
hud, on I ho ]9th Februni y 1909, brought u suit for 
recovery on the satin' hoiul against the same defend- 
ants, but as oho ot the defendants could not then 
lie served, the Court had, on the 10th March 1009, 
consigned the suit to the record room, making a 

In Ilnl.M* 1 \ rule 5. Civil Procedure Code: 


Held , that it was impossible for the Court to 
dismiss the first suit under Order IX, rule o, Civil 
Procedure Code, that it was still pending and that, 
therefore, a second suit on the same cause of action 
was not maintainable, [p 410, col. l.J 

Second appeal from the decree of the Ad- 
ditional Divisional Judge, Lahore, dated the 
7th March 1914, affirming that of the Ad- 
ditional District Judge, Lahore, dated the 
10th June 1913, dismissing the claim. 


Lala Tirath R am, for tho Appellant. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Muhammad Shaft, K. B., 
for Mr. Abdul Rashid , for the Respondents. 


JUDGMENT.— On the 19th February 1909 
the plaintiff instituted a suit for recovery 
on a bond against two defendants. One 
of the defendants could not be served at the 

time, and on tho 10th March 1909 the Court 

consigned the suit to the record room making 
a reference to the provisions of Order IX, 
rule 5, Civil Procedure Code. 

In 1912 the plaintiff instituted a second 
and fresh suit on the same cause of action 
against the same defendants. The Additional 
District Judge dismissed the second suit, 
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holding that the first suit was still pending, 
ibe plaintiff appealed but the Additional 
Divisional Judge upheld the finding of the 
first Court. The plaintiff has now preferred 
a second appeal to this Court. 

In our opinion the decision of the lower 

Court is quite right. It was impossible 

tor the Court to dismiss the first suit under 

rder IX, rule 5. The meaning of the 

subordinate Judge was, no doubt, loosely 

expressed, but all that he can have intended 

was to keep the case pending until the 

provisions of Order IX, rule 5, could be 

employed. The first suit was never actually 
dismissed. 

Nor are we able to agree with the Counsel 

tor the appellant that even if the first suit 

is still pending, the second should be kept 

pending also until the first suit is decided. 

It the first suit is decreed the second 

must necessarily be dismissed, and if the 

nrst suit dismissed the same result will 

follow. 

We have been informed by Counsel for the 

* an ^ a ^ er decision of the 

Additional Divisional Judge his client made 

a PPlication to the Court of first instance 

to proceed with the first suit and that this 

application was rejected. He should now 

make a fresh application and the Court 

should proceed to dispose of the original 
suit. 

The present appeal is, however, dismissed 
with costs. 

A ppea l dism issed. 
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Madras high court. 

Second Civil Appeal No. Ih04 of 19i5. 

March 16, 1917. 

Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim and 
Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 

A- K ITT AN — Defendant No. 1 — 

Appellant 

versus 

. KALLIANI AMMA and others— 
lain'iif-ks Nos. 1 to 3 and Defendant No. 2 
i r » , , — Respondents. 

—Fvprnr (lli — Decree, personal , ayainst karnuvan 
of proof ° tl ’ a ^ lcatiou f ur t « gainst tarwad — Burden 

Dersorwiflv *^? ree a gainst tlie karnavan of a tancad 
tarwad ih'fj execution is prayed for against the 
WC,d > lt 18 for -t^ decree-holder to show that, as a 

29 


matter of tact, the decree was obtaiued against the 
tarwad tor money borrowed for tarwad necessity. 

Second appeal against the decree of 

the Court of the Subordinate Judge, 

Calicut, in Appeal Suit No. 950 of 1914,’ 

preferred against that of the District 

Munsif, Palghat, in Original Suit No. 95 
of 1914. 

Mr. P v S'. A ar ay anas w ami Aiyar , for the 
Appellant. 

Mr. C. Madhavcin Nair, for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT. — The first defendant obtain- 
ed a decree against the second defendant 
who i3 a karnavan of the tarwad directing 
him either to execute a kauom or to pay 
damages: The kanom was not executed and 
the 1st defendant in execution of the decree 
for damages sold the property and bought it. 
The Subordinate Judge has held that the 
decree is not binding on the plaintiff’s 
t n wad. He says that there is reason to 
believe that the 1st defendant and the 
2nd defendant acted in collusion but no 
such case was made. However that may 
may be, he points out that the decree was 
a personal decree against the 2nd defendant 
and not a decree against the tarwad. That 
being so, it was for the 1st defendant to show 
that the decree was obtained, as a matter of 
fact, against the tarwad for money borrowed 
for tarwad necessity. This view of his law 
is borne out by the Full Bench decision of 
this Court in Vasudevan v. Sankaran (1). 
There is no evidence to show that either the 
2nd defendant was sued in his capacity as 
karnavan or that as a matter of fact the agree- 
ment to execute the kanom was for tarwad 
purposes. 

The second appeal is dismissed with 
costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 

v. r. p. 


90 . 


(1) 20 M. 129; 7 Af. L J. 102; 7 lud. Uoo. (x. s.) 
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.1ANKNDKA MORUN V. OOPAL CHANDRA HAR. 

CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Decree No. 2321 

of 1915. 

April 18, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chitty and 
Mr. Justice Beaohcroft. 

JANENDRA MOHUN CHOUDHURY and 
others — Plaintiffs — Appellants 

ve rsus 

GOPAL CHANDRA HAR— Defendant- 

Respondent. 

Evidence Act (I of 18/5D, .*5. 90— Ancient document 
not signed or sealed — Presumption under s. 90, upplo 
('ability of. 

Section 90 of the Evidence Act does not apply to 
an ancient document which is neither signed nor 
sealed nor purports to be in the handwriting of any 
particular person, f p. 4o0 col. 2.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Special 
Judge, Mymensingh, dated the 12th June 
1915, modifying that of the Assistant Settle- 
ment Officer of that District, dated the 26th 
October 1914. 

Babas Jogesh Chandra Roy and Mnkunda 
A ath Hoy, for the Appellants. 

Babu Kshitish Chinnier Neugi (with him 
Babu haresh Chandra Sen Gupta), for the 
Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Beachcrokt, J.- The plaintiff is the appel- 
lant before us. He applied under section 105 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act for settlement 
of rent payable by the defendant. The 
defendant claimed that he was a raiyat 
holding at fixed rates. The First Court found 
that the tenant was not a raiyat holding at 
fixed rates and it assessed rent at the rate 
of Rs. 2-8 0 on the whole of the tenant’s hold- 
ing, it also gave an enhancement on account 
of the rise in prices. Both sides appealed 
to the Special Judge. The plaintiff appealed 
against the decision as to the rate of rent 
and the defendant appealed against the 
decision as to status. The learned 
Judge held that the presumption of section 
50 (2) of the Bengal Tenancy Act should 
apply in this case, and applying that pre- 
sumption he held that the defendant was a 
raiyat at fixed rates. Some old papers 
appear to have been filed in the case dating 
baok to 1264, 1275 and 1276. The papers 
of 1275 and 1276 show that the tenant was 
holding at the same rate at which he was 
holding at the time of the institution of the 
suit. The paper of 1264, however, shows a 



different rate. This paper, it appears, was 
neither signed, nor Realed, nor is there any 
evidence to show that it was written by any 
particular person, and in that state of facts 
the learned Judge held that section 90 of the 
Evidence Act did not apply. 

The first argument addressed before us 
is that the learned Judge is wrong in so 
deciding and that the Judge ought to have 
presumed that the document was written by 
the person whose duty it was to write such 
documents. In my opinion, this argument 
cannot be sustained. Section 90 of the 
Evidence Act provides that the Court may 
presume that the signature and every other 
part of a document, which purports to be in 
the handwriting of any particular person, is 
in that person’s handwriting. As already 
stated, the document has not been signed, nor 
does the document purport to be in the hand- 
writing of any particular person. We are 
asked to go beyond the presumption speci- 
fied in section 90 of the Act. The first point , 
therefore, cannot succeed. 

The next point taken is that the tenancy 
was created subsequently to the Permanent 
Settlement and that, therefore, the presump- 
tion raised in section 50 (2) of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act does not apply. As regards 
that, it is a sufficient answer to say that 
the learned Judge refused to accept the 
evidence which bore on the question of the 
creation of the jote subsequently to the date 
of the Permanent Settlement; and* that being 
his finding, the provisions of section 50 (2) 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act apply. The 
result then is that the learned Judge’s deci- 
sion as regards the status of the defendant 


must be upheld. 

It is then argued that the learned Judge 
has not dealt with the appeal of the plaintiff 
as regards the rate of rent to be assessed. 
The learned Judge points out that there 
has been some increase in the area from the 
date of the earliest papers, which he accepts 
and he assesses rent in respect of 


lie excess area. He does not, in so many 
fords, accept the rate which is settled by the 
Lssistant Settlement Officer, m., Rs. 2 - 8-0 
er kur, hut as he does not interfere with 
lie rent so settled, it is obvious that he 
itended to uphold the rent thus settled. 

Then it is further urged that the Judge 
ught l*> have entered into a discussion o 
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the evidence in regard to rent because the 

r^ or «V ] r ed some h,gher rate than 

us 2-8-0. As regards that all I need say is 
that it does not appear that that question 

•Judge argU6d before the lear ned Speoial 

In my opinion, this appeal fails and must, 

therefore, be dismissed with costs, two gold 
mohurs. 

CniTTr, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

second Civil Appeal No. 71 op 1916. 

April 12, 1917. 

Presen*:— Justice Sir P. C. Banerji, Kr., and 

Mr. Justice Piggott. 

MAD AN GOPAL and another — Plaintiffs 

Appellants 

versus 

SAT! PRASAD and another 

Defendants — Respondents. 

Hindu Law- Joint family— Alienation by father — 

^idprnr 911 °^° s ^ t< ^ stde ^--Antecedent debt, con . 
^del ation paid, whether constitutes 

The amount of consideration ' paid in cash to ». 
Hindu father at the time of the sale bv him ^ 

prop er ty which is not required for' the necessity^ 

he family is not an antecedent debt for which 7 the 

sons are liable on the sale being set aside “ 452! 

?ort£ m sZ^ Tt?hl d f-° a ^ fafcher as consideration 
as a debt nf ^ ° f fche sale cannofc be regarded 

Snhnrd" d f 1 ’ 13 ! 6 !. 1 against the decision of the 
May igTb 6 g6 ’ Main P™> dated the 19th 

Mr' Bn7 S b Bajpai ’ for the Appellants, 
ents BaUshwan Prasad ’ for the Respond- 

JUDGMENT.-The suit out of which 

plaintiffs 6 f a r; S6n Was brought by the 
Plaintiffs for setting aside a sale deed 

rr by fbeir father, defendant No. 2 
on the 14th of May 1913 in favour of the 

rs e endant and for possession of the 

property comprised in the sale. The ground 

upon which they brought the suit wfs that 

the sale was not for an antecedent debt or 

the dt? TT'k' o They aIso alleged ‘bat 
the defendant No. 2, the father of the 

Plaintiffs, had been duped by the guardian 


of the first defendant and had been induced 
to execute the sale- deed without receiving 
any part of the consideration for the sale. 
The Court of First Instance dismissed the 
claim on the ground that it had not been 
proved that the sale had been made for im- 
moral or illegal purposes. This judgment 
of the Court of First Instance was set aside 
by the lower Appellate Court. That Court 
held that there was no legal necessity for 
selling joint family property and that part 

of the consideration, viz., R s . 262-7-0 which 
had been withheld by the vendee for payment 
of two prior mortgage-debts had not been 
paid. As to the remainder of the considera- 
tion the learned Subordinate Judge was of 
opinion that it had not been proved that the 
vendor, the father of the plaintiffs, had not 
received it and he held that the plaintiffs 
could only recover the property comprised in 
the sale on condition of paying to the 
vendee Rs. 537-9-0, the balance of the con- 
sideration. The plaintiffs have preferred 
this appeal and it is contended on their 
behalf that the Court below was wrong in 
attaching to its decree a condition that the 
plaintiffs should pay to the vendee the 
balance of the consideration which purported 
to have been paid in oash to their father. 

In our opinion this point is concluded by 
authority in this Court. It has been held in 
a number of oases that a sale for ah antece- 
dent debt or for the payment of an antece- 
dent debt is binding on the sons and that 
if the consideration for a sale made by the 
father was not for any of the purposes men- 
tioned above the sons were entitled to re- 
cover the property. It is urged, however, that 
the amount of consideration paid in cash to 
the father must be deemed to be the father’s 
debt and the sons cannot recover the property 
sold by the father unless they refund to 
the vendee the amount so paid. This view 
.8 no doubt supported by the decision of the 
Calcutta High Court in Koer Hasmat Rat v. 
Sunder Dae (I) That case was dissented 
from by a Bench of this Court in Ram Dayal 
v. bur a] Mai (2) In Manbahal Bai v . Oopal 

, ™ V*" ' vh, “ h °“ e of “a wasaparty.it was 
stated in the judgment that the considera- 
tion paid in oash to the father could not be 


1023! 11C - 396 ; 10Ind ' Jcr. 23:5 Ind. Deo. („. ,.) 

(2) 23 Ind. Gas. 891. 

(3) A. W. N. (1901) 57. 
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regarded as an antecedent debt or as a debt of 
the father and the same view was repeated 
in the case of Ghandradeo Singh v. Mata 
Prasad (4). In the case of Ham Dayal v. 
Suraj Mai (2), it was clearly ruled that the 
sons were not liable to refund to the pur- 
chaser the portion of the consideration which 
had been paid in cash to the father at the 
time of the sale but which was not required 
for the necessity of the family. The reason 
why we feel ourselves unable to agree with 
the decision of the Calcutta High Court to 
which we have already referred is that money 
paid to the father as consideration for the 
sale at. the time of the sale cannot be regarded 
as a debt of the father until the sale has 
been set aside and the right of the vendee 
to get back the sale consideration from the 
father has accrued. The amount so paid 
may at some subsequent time become a debt 
of the father but until this event arises 
it cannot be deemed to be a debt for which 
the sons at the time when they get the sale 
set aside can be held liable. There are 
other cases decided by this Court in which 
the same view was practically held, but we 
deem it unnecessary to refer to them in 
detail. The result is that we allow the 
appeal, vary the decree of the Court below 
by striking out from it the provision that 
the plaintiffs should refund to the purchaser 
Rs. 537-9-0 as a condition precedent to their 
obtaining possession. The plaintiffs’ claim 
is, therefore, decreed in full. The appellants 
will get their costs in all Courts including 
in this Court fees on the higher S3ale. The 
objections preferred under Order XLI, rule 
22, of the Code of Civil Procedure fail, and 
are dismissed with costs We may note 
that a preliminary objection was taken by 
the respondents to the effect that the 
appeal was beyond time. We overruled the 
objection as the appeal had been admitted 
under section 5 of the Limitation Act. 

Appeal allowed 

(4) 1 Ind. (Jus. 47H; HI A. 170; 0 A. L. J. 20 H. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 141 ok 1916. 

July 31, 1916. 

Present: — Mr Stuart, J. C. 

Musammat MUHAMDl BEGAM— 
Defendant No. 1— Appellant 

versus 

DURGA PRASAD and another— Plaintiffs, 
NAZIR AHMAD— Defendant No. 2 

— Respondents. 

Principal and agent -Pro-note e vccutcd bij general 
agent —Liability <>f principal —Evidence— Judgment in 
criminal trial, value of. 

A lady executed a general power of attorney in 
favour of a relation, which gave him authority to 
borrow money on her behalf, but only for necessity. 
The said relation borrowed money on a promissory 
note, in which lie described himself as a relation and 
agent of the lady, who was no party to its execution. 
The note described that the money was borrowed to 
meet the funeral expenses of one of her relatives 
and of her husband, who was the brother of the 
executant, and for personal expenses: 

Held, that the lady was not liable on the note, inas- 
much as it could not be inferred that the money 
was borrowed on her behalf, or if so borrowed was 
borrowed for necessity, [p. 453, col. Z; p. 454, col. l.J 
A judgment in a criminal trial is by itself evidence 
only of the conviction or acquittal which it records, 
and of no other matter, [p. 455, col. l.J 

Appeal from the decree of the District 
Judge, Sitapur, dated the 13th April 1916, 
modifying that of the Munsif, Sitapur, dated 
the 30th August 1915. 

Mr. Mohammad IFusm, for the Appel- 
lant. 

Syed A Ltbi Ullah and 13 ibu Kanhaiya 
Lil, for Respondents Nos. 1 and 2. 

J U L)(i M ENT. —Syed Nazir Ahmad bor- 
rowed Rs. 600 on 15th February 1912 
from Lalta Prasad and executed on that 
date a promissory note for Rs. 600 in 
favour of Lalta Prasad. Syed Nazir Ahmad 
was the brother of Bashir Ahmad deceased 
who was the husband of Musammat Muhamdi 
Begam. After the death of Bashir Ahmad, 
Nazir Ahmad acted as his sister-in-law’s 
general agent. He subsequently married 
her. Their relations became strained in 
the year that the money was borrowed. 
Musammat Mulmmdi Begam refused to live 
with Nazir Ahmad. lie .sued her for 
restitution of conjugal rights. She prosecuted 
him criminally for embezzlement. He was 
convicted and sentenced to imprisonment 

by a Criminal Court on 16th July 1912. 
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His conviction and sentence were affirmed 
on appeal. Nazir Ahmad has since divorced 
Muhamdi Begam. Lalta Pra«ad died after 
execution of the promissory note and was 
succeeded by Darga Prasad and Devi Dayal. 

The two latter instituted a suit in the 
C ourt of the Munsif of Sitapur on 80th 
January 1915 on the basis of this promissory 
note against 1 fusammnt Muhamdi Begam 
and Nazir Ahmad. The learned Munsif 
granted them a decree against Nazir Ahmad 
alone and dimissed the suit as against 
Musammat Muhamdi Begam. Nazir Ahmad 
did not appeal to the District Judge. 
The plaintiffs appealed to the District 
Judge against the exemption of Musammat 
Muhamdi Begam. The learned District 
Judge allowed their appeal. Musammat 
Muhamdi Begam comes to this Court in 
second appeal. 

The promissory note in question was 
admittedly not executed by Musammat 
Muhamdi Begam. It purports to borrow 
Rs. 600 to defray the expenses of 


qualification is very important. Tf it was 
proved that the money was borrowed for 
the necessity of the lady, she would be 
bound under the terms of the general 
power of attorney. But there is nothing 
to prove from the document itself that 
it was borrowed for her necessity. As 
the document stands, the money might have 
well been borrowed by Nazir Ahmed in 
his personal capacity. A general agent 
ol another person who borrows money and 
describes himself as general agent may 
l’ 8 001 * 1 * 0 wing either for his principal or 
tor himself. The circumstance that Nazir 
Ahmad described himself as the brother- 
in-law of the lady could not legally convey 
to the mind of any one that he was 
borrowing money on her behalf. The 
description is undoubtedly not an usual one. 
But I can draw no legal conclusion from 
it to the effect that merely by the use 
of this description the lender would under- 
stand that the money was being borrowed 
on behalf of the lady. 


the jatiha ceremonies of Bashir Ahmad, 
and the jatiha and chaliswan of 'Musammat 
Fatima Bibi, and for private expenses, 
and it is signed by Nazir Ahmad who 
describes himself as the brother-in-law and 
agent of Musammat Mahamdi Begam. If 
the promissory note stood alone, it would 
be impossible to pass a decree upon 
it against Musammat Muhamdi Begam. 
She never executed it, and there is nothing 
in its contents to show that she in any 
way benefited by it. The plaintiffs-respondents 
endeavoured to make her liable under its 
terms by evidence to the following effect. 
They asserted that she had directly authorized 
Lalta Prasad to advance the money explain- 
ing that it was for herself. The evidence 
on this point has been disbelieved by 
both Courts and their finding that it is 
unreliable is final. The plaintiffs next 
proved that Musammat Muhamdi Begam 
had executed a general power of attorney 
on 9th February 1912 in favour of Nazir 
Ahmad which gave him authority to borrow 
money on her behalf. I find that this power- 
of-attorney was executed by Musammat 
Muhamdi Begam, that she understood its 
contents, and that under its terms Nazir 
Ahmad was authorised to borrow money 
on her behalf, but only for necessity. This 


* » V 




— question 

whether the description of the purposes 
of the loan in the promissory note 
would show that the money was being 
borrowed on behalf of the lady. A portion 
of the money was taken for the expenses 
of the fatiha ceremonies of the deceased 
Bashir Ahmad. It is undoubtedly a pious 
duty of a Muhammadan widow to perform 
to the best of her ability according to her 
means such ceremonies on account of her 
deceased husband. But it is also a pious 
duty of a male Muhammadan to perform 
such ceremonies on behalf of his deeeised 
brother, and as Ba«hir Ahmad was not only 
the husband of the lady but also tha brother 
of the executant, the circumstance that 
Nazir Ahmad borrowed a portion of the 
money for the ostensible purpose of defray, 
mg the expenses of these ceremonies would 
raise no legal inference that he born wed 
that amount on behalf of Musammat 

r p il . _ ^ expenses 

for the ceremonies on behalf of Musammat 

Fatima B.bi is slightly different. Musam. 

mat Fatima Bibi was a relative of Musam. 

mat Muhamdi Begam and not a relative 

of her husband and his brother. But that 

circumstance would not create a legal in- 

ference ths*t the lender knew that the money 



464 


INDIAN OASES. 


(.1917 


MUHAMDI BEGAM V. DURGA PRASAD. 

was being borrowed on behalf of Musammat 
Muhamdi Begam. He was in a position to 
know that Bashir Ahmad was the husband 
of Musammat Muhamdi Begam and the 
brother of Nazir Ahmad, for Nazir Ahmad 
had described himself as the brother-in-law 
of Musammat Muhamdi Begam who, the 
creditor knew, was the widow of Bashir 
Ahmad, (it is in evidence that Bashir 
Ahmad had had dealings with Lalta Prasad), 
but there is nothing on the record to show 
that Lalta Prasad had any knowledge as to 
who Musammat Fatima Bibi was, and the 
point remains, could money borrowed to 
defray the expenses of the ceremonies on 
behalf of that lady be considered as borrow- 
ed for legal necessity? I cannot answer 
that question in the affirmative. The last 
amount borrowed was ostensibly for private 
expenses. But the promissory note does 
not state whose the private expenses were 
and they would appear from the terms of 
the dooument to be the private expenses 
of the executant Nazir Ahmad. 

A further point remains, however. The 
learned District Judge found that the con- 
tents of the judgments of the Criminal 
Courts showed that Musammat Muhamdi 
Begam had prosecuted Nazir Ahmad for the 
embezzlement of this very sum of Rs. tOO 
which he had obtained by execution of 
the promissory-note, and that it was on 
that charge that Nazir Ahmad was con- 
victed. He, therefore, arrived at the conclu- 
sion that, if Musammat Muhamdi Begam 
olaimed the money which was borrowed on 
that promissory note, and prosecuted Nazir 
Ahmad for embezzlement, she must be consi- 
dered to have accepted liability under the 
termsof the note. It was for this reason main- 
ly that he decided the case in favour of the 
plaintiffs-respondents. I have now to see on 
what evidence the learned District Judge 
arrived at this conclusion. The complaint of 
Musammat Muhamdi Begam on which these 
criminal proceedings were instituted was 
never proved. Musammat Muhamdi Begam 
was examined on commission. There is 
nothing in her evidenco to show that she 
prosecuted Nazir Ahmad in respect of the 
embezzlement of this sum of Rs. 600. She 

says,“ I learnt of Lalta Prasad’s 

debt from Sakhawat Ali in the course of 
the trial of Nazir Ahmad whom I had 


prosecuted for embezzlement. Sakhawat All 
told me that Nazir Ahmad has borrowed 
Rs. 600 from Lalta Prasad. Have you 
given him permission to do sor^ I said I 

know nothing of it’ Nazir 

Ahmad embezzled the income of my village 
and took away my moveables for which I 
prosecuted him twice.” Then she stated in 
oross-examination, I had stated in Criminal 
Court that I knew not whether Nazir Ahmad 
had or had not brought any money from 
Lalta Prasad. 1 had also said that I 
neither asked him to borrow nor did he 
give anything to me. I did not prosecute 
Nazir Ahmad for this Rs. 600. I do not 
know if he was convioted for embezzling 
this sum. I had prosecuted him for embez- 
zling the income of my estate and he was 

oonvicted.” 


It is thus dear that there is nothing 
in the lady’s evidence to show that she 
proseouted Nazir Ahmad in respeot of the 
embezzlement of this sum. In the present 
suit the plaintiffs called as a witness a 
oertain Ishri. His evidence was disbelieved 
by both Courts. They also called Abnl Hasan 
to prove the mukhtarnama given by Musammat 
Muhamdi llegam to Nazir Ahmad. Durga 
Prasad one of the plaintiffs then gave 
evidenoe himself. That evidence has not. 
been believed. They then called a certain 
Chhote Lai who gave no evidenoe of value 
and Paragi Singh who also gave no evidence 
of value. There is nothing in the evidence 
called by Musammat Muhamdi llegam to 
show the charge on which Nazir Ahmad was 
oonvicted except the lady’s own statements. 
'I' here is thus no evidence upon which the 
learned Dis riel Judge has based his finding 
that Nazir Ahmad was oonvicted on a charge 
of embezzlement of this sum of Rs. 600 
except the copies of the judgments of the 
Deputy Magistrate who heard the oase, the 
Sessions Judge who heard the appeal, and the 
Judicial Commissioner who heard the revision. 
These judgments, if they were admissible 
in evidence, would certainly go to show 
that Nazir Ahmad was convioted on a 
charge of embezzlement of this sum of 
Ri. 600, although 1 should not he disposed 
to draw from them the conclusion which 
the learned Distriot Judge drew, that the 
ciroumstanoe of his prosecution on is 

charge discloses the aooeptanoe by 
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Muhamdi Begam of liability under the 
promissory note. But apart from that fact, 
these .judgments are not admissible in 
evidence to prove that the prosecution 
was on that charge. They cannot be so 
admitted under any provision of the Indian 
Evidence Act. The provisions of section 42 
have no application. The judgments are 

°*°u 0lUS1Ve evidenoe to ^ow that Nazir 
Ahmad was convicted but they are not 

admissible in evidence to show even that 
Musammat Muhamdi Begam was the prosecu- 
trix. It was for the plaintiffs-respondents to 
establish by evidence other than the contents 
ot the judgments that Musammat Muhamdi 
Begam prosecuted Nazir Ahmad upon 
this charge. It was easy for them to adduce 

evidenoe upon such a point and they abstained 
from doing so. 

I have considered whether in the cir- 
oumstances ot the case I should allow 
the plaintiffs-respondents the exceptional 
indulgence of permitting them to adduoe 
further evidenoe to establish this point 
now. But I have after consideration 
decided not to do so. In the first place they 
ought to have known the legal requisites 
of success in such a matter. But apart 
rom that fact even if the judgments were 
admissible in evidence I do not draw from 
them any conclusion to the effect that 
Musammat Muhamdi Begam accepted liability 
under the promissory note in the criminal 
proceedings or that anything which she 

.}* tll08e proceedings establishes her 
liability. 

The case thus stands that the plaintiffs- 
respondents, even if they were allowed to 
u i ize the contents of documents which are 
no . * missible in evidence, have failed to 
establish the liability of the lady. They 

an *1? U • are * n an Un f°rtunate position, 

® man who executed the promissory 

1)0 A an . excee dingly dishonest person, 

ere is reason to suppose that he 
p 1 k 0 likely to satisfy the decree. 

. U , J.y have largely to thank themselves 
or their own difficulties in this matter, 
hey clearly lent him the money without 

communicating with the lady or without 
satisfying themselves of his reliability or 
responsibility. They have been given a deoree 
against him which they will have to execute as 
best they can. But Musammat Muhamdi 


Begam is on my finding in no way responsible 

or e satisfaction of the promissory note. 

9 ^erefore, allow her appeal, dismiss 

the decree as against her, and direct that 

the plaintiffs-respondents pay their own costs 

and those of Musammat Muhamdi Begam 
in all Courts. 

Appeal allowed . 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1327 of 1915. 

February 20, 1917. 

_ Present: Mr. Justice Scott Smith. 

KAJU MAL — Defendant — Appellant 

versus 

PARMA NAND -Plaintiff, MARU, minor 

-Defendant — Respondents. 

Registration Act (XVI of 1908), 17 (l) (b ) —Letter 

i eating certain facts and delivery of possession, whether 
compulsorily registrable. 

A letter reciting certain facts and saying that the 
writer has given possession of certain property to a 
cor am ind.yidual and has ceased to iiave anything 
to do with it, is not an instrument which of itself 
operates or purports to create or declare any right 
title or interest in the property and does not, there-’ 
fore, require registration, [p. 456, col. 1.] 

Second appeal from the deoree of the 
Senior Subordinate Judge, Kangra at 
Dharamsala, dated the 22nd February 1915 
reversing that of the Munsif, third Class, 
Dehra, District Kangra, dated the 30th 
November 1914, dismissing the claim. 

Bakhshi Tek Chand, for the Appellant. 

Lala Durga Das, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The suit out of which the 

present appeal arises was brought by Parma 
Nand, plaintiff-respondent, for possession of 
a shop which he alleged had been sold to him 
byGhapliaandof which KajuMal, defendant- 
appellant, was said to have taken wrongful 
possession. The plaintiff claimed under an 
unregistered dfed of sale, dated the 2.3rd 
September 1912, whereas Kaju Mai based his 
title on an alleged oral sale of the 22nd April 
191 J, followed by possession. The First 
Court found that the sale in favour of the 
defendant was proved, that he had been in 
continuous possession since the date of the 

sale and that the sale to the plaintiff was a 
flotations one On these findings it dismissed 
the suit Hie lower Appellate Court on 
appeal hell that, though the defendant 
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pleaded an oral sale, be really relied upon a 

docu ment, dated tl»e ‘22nd April 1911, as 
evidence of the sale, that consideration for 
the sale vras over Rs. 100 and that as the 
instrument purported to‘ convey rights in 
property of the value of more than Rs. 100 
its registration was compulsory, and, as it had 
not been registered, it was not admissible in 
evidence. The Court, therefore, ruled that 
the document must he excluded from con- 
sideration and that the defendant must fall 
back on the oral evidence of the alleged sale 
which evidence it, however, pronounced to be 
unsatisfactory and not out- weighing the docu- 
mentary and oral evidence relied upon by the 
plaintiff. It, therefore, accepted the appeal and 
decreed the plaintiff’s claim. In second 
appeal by the defendant it is urged that 
the document in question did not require re- 
gistration. It is also pointed out that the 
lower Appellate Court has not come to any 
finding as to whether the defendant was in 
possession of the property, and, if so, what 
the effect of that possession was. It is 
argued that defendant was in possession at 
the time of the sale to the plaintiff and 
that such possession was a notice to the 
latter and is prima facie evidence of the 
defendant’s title. 1 have carefully consider- 
ed the document of the 10th llesakh Sambat 
1968, corresponding to 22nd April 1911, 
it is written in Hindi and is really a letter, 
as it purports to be from Ghaplia to Shah 
Kaju; it is only a sort of memorandum, 
and is quite an informal document; it recites 
certain facts and states that the writer 
has to-day given possession of the shop and 
has put Shah Gauri and Kaju in possession, 
that tho writer has nothing to do with the 
shop in future and it has been sold. This 
document is not in my opinion an instrument 
which of itself purports or operates to create 
or declare any right, title or interest in the 
shop in question. It is merely a letter re- 
citing certain facts. 1 hold that such a 
document does not require registration. 1 
also note that this objection was not raised 
in the First Court and the document was 
received in evidence without apparently any 
objection being raised. Besides the document 
there is ample oral evidence of (he sale of 
Kaju. 1 also see no reason to doubt that 
the vendee obtained prssessii i ; the subse- 
quent sale to the plaintiff was by an unregis- 
tend df ed and cannot have any priority 


over the sale to the defendant. Counsel for 
the appellant referred inter alii to Imam 
Ruksh v. Pokliar (1), llassan v. Fazal (2 1 and 
,h,<Ih Singh v. Huruhir Singh (3), as authority 
for the proposition that the defendants 
title should be presumed from his peaceful 
possession of the property, and that in any 
case *he onus was on the plaintiff to show 
that the defendant was not the owner of 
the property. It is unnecessary to discuss 
this argument because of my finding that 
the document of the 22nd April 1911 does 
not require registration and that the defend- 
ant appellant has fully proved his sale by 

the evidence produced by him. 

1 accept the appeal and setting aside the 
order of the lower Appellate Court, restore 

First Court with costs 


the decree of the 
throughout. 

(1) 2ti P. R. 1SS2. 

(2) 121 1\ It. 1882. 

(3) 122 V. It. 18 82. 


Appeal accepted. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 139 of 1916. 

March 12, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Lindsay, J. C. 

SAIKU KHAN— Defendant No. 4— 

Appellant 

versus 

The DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, 
FYZABAD, Manager, COURT, OF WARDS, 
AJUDHIA ESTATE - Plaintiff, 

P1R BAKHSH KHAN and others— 
Defendants Nos, 1 to 3 and *> 

Respondents. 

Ou, ih Rent Act (XXU of 18SIU, s. Kil-JWcr. 
proprietor , decree against, for arrears oj rent-Kncum^ 
h raiicer of under-proprietary probity, position of— b Hit 
on encumbrance, maintainability of —Ilea not spec i- 

f, rally raised -Court, power of. 

The more fact that tho encumbrancer of an under- 

proprietary proport v did not, in view of section 
J.f (he Ondh Kent Act, satisfy the decree for arrears 
of rent, obtained by the superior proprietor against 
, 1,0 uudor-proprietov, docs not debar Hum from bring- 
j,,., „ suit on tho basis of his encumbrance. Lp. 

"a Court is justified in trying out a question arming 
in n ease, although it lms not and could have not A, n 
specifically raised in tho pleadings owing to the 
peculiar circumstances of tho case. L p. ° 01 - 

Appeal fern the decree of the Distrust 
Judge, Fy/.ahad, dated the 28th January 
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1916, reversing the order of the Subordinate 
Judge, Sultanpur, dated the 30th April 
1915. 

Mr. Mohammad Wasim , for the Appel- 
lant. 

The Government Pleader, for Respondent 

No. 1. 

JUDGMENT— The appellant in this 
case one Saifu Khan was the 4th defendant 
in a suit, which was brought in the 
Court of the Subordinate Judge of Sultanpur 
by the Deputy Commissioner of Fyzabad 
in his capacity of Manager of the Court 
of Wards of Ajudhia Estate. The first 
three defendants in the case were Pir 
Bakhsh Khan, Fida Husain Khan and 
Chand Khan, and the suit was brought 
for the purpose of enforcing a surety 
bond by attachment and sale of a 1 anna 
1 pie under-proprietary share situated in 
a village called Sewa. it appears that 
the first defendant Pir Bakhsh Khan in 
tha month of January 1906 took a lease 
of a certain village belonging to the 
Ajudhia Estate for the year 1313 to 1322 
Fadi. He executed a kabuliyat in favour 
of the estate agreeing to pay a yearly 
rent of Rs. 2,275 and it was alleged in 
the second paragraph of the plaint that 
Pir Bakhsh got possession under the terras 
of this kabuliyat. In the third paragraph 
of the plaint it was stated “that with a 
view to ensure the realization of the lease 
money aforesaid the defendant No. 1 (that 
is the lessee), and his own brothers the 
defendants Nos. 2 and 3 executed a 
surety bond on the 18th of June 1906 by 
which they hypothecated a 1 anna 1 pie under 
proprietary share of the village Sewa to 
secure the payment of one year’s rent 
amounting to Rs. 2,275.” The other 
paragraphs of the plaint set out that the 
lessee Pir Bakhsh fell into arrears and 
that consequently the suit was brought in 
order to enforce the terms of this contract 
of indemnity. The position of the 4th 
defendant Saifu Khan with respect to this 
claim is as follows. It appears that the 
Raja of Hasanpur, who is the 5th de- 
fendant in the case, is the superior pro- 
prietor of this village of Sewa in which 
the under-proprietary share in suit is 
situated. The Raja obtained a decree for 
arrears of rent against a number of the 


under-proprietors in the village including 
the first three defendants and in execution 
of his decree he had caused the under- 
proprietary right in the village to be sold, 
property which included the share which 
is now in dispute. The Court of Wards 
had a decree against Pir Bakhsh for 
the arrears of rent which were 
owing from him; and claiming to be 
interested in the under-proprietary share 
which had been hypothecated under the 
deed of indemnity above mentioned the 
Deputy Commissioner, in the course of 
the execution proceedings taken by the 
Raja of Hasanpur, applied to have this 
property either exempted from sale, or 
failing that, to have it notified at the 
time of the sale that the property was 
subject to an encumbrance in favour of 
the Court of Wards. This application of 
the Court of Wards to the Revenue Court 
which was executing the .Raja’s decree was 
unsuccessful. The property was brought 
to sale and was purchased by the defendant 
appellant Saifu Khan. The present suit, 
therefore, has been brought for enforcement of 
the indemnity bond and the plaintiff Court 
of Wards claims to be entitled to bring 
this under-proprietary share to sale for 
the purpose of realizing the amount secured 
by the deed of indemnity. A number of 
pleas were put up by the defendant Saifu 
Khan. Shortly stated his defence was to 
the effect that he had purchased the 
property free from all encumbrances and 
that the Court of Wards had no right to 
call for a sale of this property in order 
to satisfy a claim based upon the deed 
of indemnity. With regard to this deed 
the only plea which Saifu Khan put 
forward in his written defence was that 
he had no knowledge whatever of it. 
Another defence was in the form of a 
suggestion or assertion that the plaintiff 
was in some way estopped from maintaining 
this suit. After the written pleadings had 
been put in Court statements were made 
from time to time by the Counsel employed 
by the parties. Issues were framed and 
issue No. 2 (a) reads as follows. Is the 
security deed genuine and valid?” On the 
16th April 1915 after these issues were 
framed it seems that the Pleader for Saifu 
Rhan made an admission that the deed 
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which was being sued upon was a genuine 
deed and that he would not, therefore, 
require proof of its execution. When the 
Subordinate Judge came to decide the case 
he was of opinion that the deed was 
invalid to the extent of two* third of 
the share hypothecated inasmuch as no 
consideration for its execution was proved. 
In the course of his judgment the learned 
Subordinate Judge remarks that although 
the Pleader engaged by the defendant 
Saifu Khan had admitted the genuineness 
of the document he still contested its 
validity. The result was that the claim 
was dismissed. In appeal this decree of 
the Court of First Instance has been 
reversed by the learned District Judge 
of Fyzabad. In his opinion the Subordinate 
Judge was wrong in holding that the deed 
of indemnity was void for want of con- 
sideration. The Judge was of opinion that 
the defendant appellant Saifu Khan was 
bound to raise a definite plea attacking 
the validity of the document in suit. He 
held that no such definite plea had been 
put forward and that in reality there was 
no issue between the parties with regard 
to this matter. He refers in the course 
of his judgment to the provisions of Order 
VIII, rule 2, of the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure, and says that Saifu Khan was bound 
to expressly raise the plea of want of 
consideration in his written statement of 
defenoe. With regard to the other points 
which were debated before the learned 
Judge he held that there was no bar to 
the entertainment of the suit on the other 
grounds which were put forward by Saifu 
Khan in his statement of defence. There 
are nine grounds set out in the memorandum 
of appeal presented to this Court but only 
two points have been argued before me 
by Mr. Wasim, the learned Counsel for 
the appellant. The first five grounds of 
the memorandum of appeal relate to the ques- 
tion of the validity of this deed of indem- 
nity. The argument with respect to this point 
is that the learned Judge was wrong in not 
investigating the question of want of 
consideration. The oidy other ground 

which has b^en pressed upon my attention 
by the learned Counsel is with reference 
to the plea taken in the ninth ground of the 
memorandum of appeal. It was argued that 
when the Raja of Uasanpur obtained his 


decree against the under-proprietors includ- 
ing Pir Bakhsh and his brothers the 
Court of Wards which had taken an 

encumbrance of the property belonging 
to these under- proprietors was under a 
liability to satisfy the decree obtained by 
the Raja the superior proprietor. In this 
connection reference was made to section 
154 of the Oudh Rent Act. It is con- 
tended that as the Court of Wards did 

not satisfy the decree the present suit 
is not maintainable. 1 am unable to 
accept this argument. It may be the case that 
the Court of Wards as an encumbrancer 
of under- proprietary property was liable 
to the Raja. It does not appear, however, 
that the Raja made the Court of Wards any 
party to the suit in which he claimed 
arrears of rent from Pir Bikhsh and the 
others and in any case I fail to see how 

it can be said that the mere fact that 

the Court of Wards did not satisfy the 
Raja’s decree is any bar to its making 
the present claim on the basis of this 
deed of indemnity. Su far as this point 
is concerned the appellant has, in my 
opinion, no o »se. I have come to the con- 
clusion, however, that I must send the case 
back for a decision upon the question of 
the consideration which passed between the 
persons who are parties to the bond 
of indemnity executed in the month of 
June 1906. I have already mentioned that 
the learned Judge has referred to Order 
VIII, rule 2, of the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure in his judgment. I might also refer 
to Order VI, rule 8, which lays down that 
where a contract is alleged in any plead- 
ing, a bare denial of the same by the 
opposite party shall be construed only as 
a denial in fact of the express contract 
alleged and not as a denial of the lega- 
lity or sufficiency in law of such a con- 
tract. It was, however, to be remembered 
in the present instance that the defendant- 
appellant Saifu Khan was no party to 
this deed of indemnity and this being so 
it see ns to me impossible to insist that 
he should have set up plea9 based upon 
facts which could not possibly be within 
his knowledge. How, it may be asked, was 
Saifu Khan to raise a plea to the effect 
that no consideration moving from the 
Court of Wards had passed to the exe 
outants of this deed of indemnity. It is 
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quite clear, as I have already mentioned, 
that this document was executed behind 
Saifu Khan’s back and without his know- 
ledge and when he stated in the second 
paragraph of his written statement that 
he had no knowledge of the terms of the 
document or the circumstances in which 
it came to be executed he said all that 
could be expected from him in the 
circumstances. Referring to section 127 of 
the Contract Act we find that anything 
done or any promise made for the benefit 
of the principal debtor may be a sufficient 
consideration to the surety for giving the 
guarantee. If this case is to be decided 
upon the strict law of pleadings it seems 
to me that the learned Judge should have 
insisted upon a strict observance of the 
law by the plaintiff himself. If we 
examine the plaint which was filed in this 


case we find no allegation made by the 
plaintiff that any consideration moved from 
the plaintiff to the first three defendants in 
connection with the execution of this con- 
tract of indemnity. Order VI, rule 3, 
of the Code of Civil Procedure, lays 

down that the forms in Appendix A when 
applicable, and where they are not ap- 
plicable, forms of a like character, as 

nearly as may be, shall be, used 

for all pleadings. In Appendix A to the 
Code, form No. 3 2, we have a form of 
plaint which is to be followed in a suit 
brought against a surety for payment of 
rent; and in the second paragraph of 
this pattern plaint we find an allegation 
made by the plaintiff * that the defendant 
(that is the surety) agreed, in consideration 
of the letting of the premises to the lessee, 
to guarantee the punctual payment of 

rent.” Similarly we find in form No. 18 in 
the same Appendix (a case of a suit on 
a bond for the fidelity of a clerk) an 
allegation that consideration passed, from 
the plaintiff to the defendant. It seems 
to gne clear, therefore, that in cases of the 
present kind it is the intention of the 
Legislature that the fact of consideration 
having been given should be alleged in the 
plaint. Another point may be noticed here. I 
have already stated that the kahuliyat 
which was executed by the first defendant 
Pir Bakhsh was signed by him i on the 
9th of January and was registered on the 



15th of January 1906. I take it from the 
allegation contained in the second 
paragraph of the plaint that Pir Bakhsh 
obtained possession immediately after 
this deed had been registered. That 
may not of course be the real meaning of 
what is said in paragraph 2, but at any 
rate it is the apparent meaning. Then we 
find in paragraph 3 that the indemnity 
bond upon which the plaintiff relied was 
executed on the 18th of June 1906, that 
is to say about six months after the 
kahuliyat had been executed by the principal 
debtor and presumably six months or there- 
abouts after he had been admitted to 
possession. Prima facie therefore it would 
appear frcm these statements contained in 
the plaint that there was no consideration 
for this contract and the learned Counsel 
for the appellant has referred in this con- 
nection to illustration (<•) atiached to section 
127 of the Contract Act. In these circum- 
stances it may well be contended that it 
was not necessary for the appellant Saifu 
Khan to raise, even if he could, any definite 
plea that the bond in suit was void for 
want of consideration, that fact being ap- 
parent upon the statement of the case made 
by the plaintiff himself. I think there 
can be no doubt that the question of the 
validity of this document was one which 
ought to have been tried out in the Court 
of First Instance. The Subordinate Judge 
has, as I have mentioned, decided this ques- 
tion adversely to the plaintiff. At the same 
time he was guilty, I think, of error in not 
allowing the plaintiff an opportunity of pro- 
ducing evidenoe to show that notwithstand- 
ing what appeared in the plaint there was 
in fact good consideration for the bond. I 
cannot agree with the learned Judge of the 
Court below that the issue relating to want 
of consideration for the bond was not a matter 
which was to he inquired into in the Court of 
First Instance. 

I remit the following issue for trial to the 
Court of thp learned Judge: — 

What consideration, if any, moved from 
the plaintiff to the defendants Nos. 1 to 
3 in connection with the execution of the 
indemnity bond dated the 18th of June 

19°6P 

The plaintiff will be given an opportunity 
of adducing any evidence he may choose to 
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bring bearing upon this issue and the defend- 
ant-appellant ought to have an opportunity 
of producing evidence by way of rebuttal. 
The learned Judge will return his finding 
on this issue within two months from the 
date of the receipt of this order of remand 
and fifteen days to run from the date of his 
finding will be allowed to the parties to file 
objections if they so desire. 

This appeal has already been before me 
and by my order of the 16th of January 
last an issue was remitted for trial to the 
learned District Judge of Fyzabad. The 
question which the learned Judge was asked 
to determine was whether nr not any con- 
sideration moved from the plaintiff to the 
defendants Nos. 1 to 6 in connection with 
the execution of the indemnity bond dated 
ISth June 1906. The finding of the learned 
Judge is that there was consideration for 
this bond of indemnity. He finds as a 
matter of fact that actual possession of the 
property in respect of which the lease 
had been executed was not delivered to the 
lessee Pir Bakhsh Khan until the indemnity 
bond in suit, namely the bond of 18th of June 
1906, had been executed and accepted 
as adequate security. A petition of objection 
was lodged against the finding of the 
learned District Judge but Mr. Wasira has 
very candidly informed me that he is 
unable to challenge the finding. In view 
of that finding the appeal must be dismissed. 
The order, therefore, is that the appeal 
fails and is dismissed with costs. 

A ppeal (I ism iss?<1. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Aiteai, from Adpku.atk Decree No. 8215 

ok 1915. 

April 19, 1917. 

Present-. Mr. Justice N. Chatter, jea anil 

Mr. Justice Smitlier. 

JOG ESH CHANDRA ROY— Pi.ai ntikk 

Appkli.ant 

versus 

RAM KRRAL NATH and another 

Dekbn pants — Respondents 

Civil Procedure Code (Act r ,>f IU0S>,*s. 1 1 
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operates as res judicata in a subsequent, suit between 
the parties or their representatives, unless it is shown 
that the rent has been subsequently changed. 

Appeal against the decree of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Chittagong, dated the 10ch 
September 1915, affirming that of the Munsif 
at Satkania, dated the 18th February 1915. 

Rabus 1). L. Kaslgir and Chandra Sekhar 
Sm, for the Appellant. 

Rabus Rhitjs/i Chandra Sen and Prchodh 
Oh. Dutt % for the Respondents. 

JUDGMKNT. — This appeal arises out of 
a suit for rent. The plaintiff stated that 
the rent was Rs. 6-11-0 per year, while the 
defendant said that it was Rs. 5-14 6. 

It appears that there was a previous 
rent suit in which also the plaintiff claimed 
Rs. 6-11-0 as rent of the holding. The defence 
was the same. As in the present suit, 
an express issue was raised as to the 
amount of the jama payable by the defend- 
ant. In that suit, the Court, upon a 
consideration of the evidence, came to the 
oonolusion that Rs. 5-14 6 was the rent 
payable for the holding per year. 

The present suit is for the period im- 
mediately succeeding that for which the 
previous suit was brought. In this suit 
the plaintiff again claims rent at the rate 
of Rs. 6-11-0 per year. The Courts below 
iave held that the decision in the previons 
suit operates as res judi$ata. 

We think that the decision of the Court 
below is right. As we have said, the 
question as to what is the rent payable 
for the holding was directly raised and 
decided in the previous suit. The plaintiff 
says that he had no knowledge of the 
kabnt if, at which he has now produced and 
from which he wants to show that Rs. 6-11-0 
which he claims as rent, includes the 
price of a goat which the defendant’s 
predecessor. in. title agreed to pay. Practically 
the plaintiff wants to produce additional 
evidence or urge an additional ground iu 
support of his contention that R*. 6-11-0 
c institute the annual rent. The yearly 
rent was expressly determined in the pre- 
vious suit to be Rs. 5-14-6 and it has not 
been shown nor even suggested that the rent 
has been subsequently changed. 

The appeal accordingly fails and is dis- 
missed with costs. 


A ppea 1 < / ism fa ed. 
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ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1400 of 1916. 

April 21, 1917. 

Present: — Sir Henry Richards, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Tudball. 

SUBA SINGH AND ANOTHER — DEFENDANTS 

Appellants 

versus 

MAHABIR SINGH— Plaintiff- 

Respondent. 

Pre-emption — Mortgage by conditional sale — Decree 
absolute — Possession - Cause of action — Limitation. 

A mortgage by way of conditional sale was execut- 
ed on the 3rd of June 1903. A decree absolute was 
made with respect to the mortgage on the 13th of 
June 1914, and possession was given on the 26th of 
February 1915. A suit for pre-emption with res- 
pect to the property was instituted on the 5th of 
October 1915. The custom of pre-emption as proved 
by an entry in the wijib-ul-arz referred to transfers 
and not to any order of Court making a decree 
absolute or granting possession: 

Held , that the suit was barred by time inasmuch 
as the plaintiff’s right, if any, accrued at the time of 
the original transfer, i.e., in 1909 and not at the time 
at which possession was given under the decree 
absolute, as there was no! right to get possession as 
the result of the decree absolute or the order for 
possession of the Court, [p. 462, col. 1 .] 

Second appeal against the decision of the 
District Judge, Ghazipur, dated the 13th 
September, 1916. 

PACTS appear from the judgment. 

Dr. Surendra Nath Sen , for the Appellants. 
— All that the wa\ib-ul-arz provides is that 
the right of pre-emption is given in the case 
of transfers and the first offer should be made 
as detailed therein. There is no provision 
as to any right of pre emption arising upon 
the order of the Court for making a decree 
absolute or granting possession. Thus the 
plaintiff got no right of possession as the 
result of the decree absolute on the order for 
possession of the Court. Any right which 
accrued to the plaintiff accrued at the time 

of transfer in 19D9. The suit is barred 
by time. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru , for 
the Respondents, contended that the point 
argued by appellant’s Counsel did not arise 

as the defendant-appellant admitted the right 

of pre-emption. He had no right now to raise 
that plea, lie caunot go behind his 
admissions. He then referred to judgments 
of the lower Court. 

Dr, Surendra Nath Sen was not called to 

reply. 


JUDGMENT. — This appeal arises out of a 
suit for pre-emption. The facts are that as 
far back as the 3rd of June 1909, there was a 
mortgage by way of conditional sale. The 
decree absolute was made on the 13th of 
June 1914. Possession was given on the 
26th of February 1915. The present suit 
was instituted on the 5th of October 1L 15. 
The plaintiff alleged his cause of action to 
have arisen not at the date of the original 
transfer but on the date at which posses- 
sion was given under the decree absolute. 
The custom as proved by the entry in the 
ivajib-ularz refers to transfers ( intikal ) 
and provides that the first offer must be made 
as therein set forth. There is no reference 
in the entry to any right of pre-emption upon 
the order of the Court for making a decree 
absolute or granting possession. The question 
in the Court below was when did the plaintiff’s 
cause of action, if any, arise. The Court of 
First Instance held that the cause of action, 
if any, arose on the 3rd of June 1909, the date 
of the transfer, and that the suit was barred 
by limitation. The lower Appellate Court 
thought otherwise. The defendant comes 
here in second appeal. It is contended that 
there was no right to get possession as the 
result of the decree absolute or the order for 
possession of the Court and that the plain- 
tiff’s right, if any, accrued at the time of the 
original transfer, that is, in 1D09. It is con- 
tended on behalf of the respondent that this 
plea is not open because in the Court below 
the right of pre-emption was admitted. It 
seems to us that what was admitted in the 
Court below was that there was a right of 
pre-emption as recorded in the wajibul-arz 
and that this custom had reference to voluntary 
transfers by co-sharers and that if the plaint- 
iff’s rights were under this custom, his suit 
was clearly barred. In our opinion it caunot 
be contended for one moment that the de- 
fendant admitted in the Court below that 
there existed a right of pre-emptiou by 
reason of the fact that there had been an 
order absolute in a foreclosure suit and an 
order for possession following thereon. The 
last paragraph but one of the judgment of 
the lower Appellate Court clearly shows that 
the defendant’s Pleader in that Court never 
intended to make any such admission. We 
think that the only custom which was proved 
in the preseut case was the custom recorded 
in the tvajib-ul-arz. The plaintiff's right, 
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therefore, if any, arose in 1909, and the suit 
ought to have been brought within one year 
from that date. We allow the appeal set aside 
the decree of the lower Appellate Court and 
restore the decree of the Court of First Instance 
with costs in this Court and in the Court 
below. Costs in this Court will include fees 
on the higher scale. 

Appeal allowed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Aiteal kkom Appellate Decree No. 3213 

of 1915. 

June 7, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 
DWAR1K BALA and others — Defendants 

Appellants 

versus 


N1DH1 RAM BALA — Plaintiff and 
SHUSARl DAS YA and another — 
Profarma Defendants - Respondents. 

Ciiil Procedure Code {Ac/ V of 1008), O. //, n . 0, 7 
—Possession or joint possession particular plot, suit 
for recovery oj, maintainability of— Frame of suit 
- Contradictory causes of act ion - Fstoppet by pleadiny. 
i lie phiiiiliR brought a suit in the alternative, lirst 
<>t' all, to recover a particular land on the footing 
that a legal partition had been made between the 
parties, and if the partition was not legal, then 
lie asked to be put in joint possession with the defend, 
ants. The ease went to trial without any application 
l>y the defendants under the provisions of the Civil 
I rocedure Code to exclude one of the causes of action 
from the trial. The Trial Court a warded the plaint- 
ill' a decree for joint possession, which was affirmed 
in appeal without any objection having been made to 
i lie frame of t lie suit . 

Held, Hint in second appeal the defendant could 
no., urge tliai the whole ol the proceedings cul- 
minating in the decree for joint possession should bo 
put an end to on the ground that contradictory 
causes of action ought not to have been tried 
together, [p. 103, col. l.'j ' 


Appeal against the decree of the Subordi- 
nate Judge, Jessore, dated the 9th August, 
1915, affirming that of the Munsif, Jhenida,’ 
dated the 3rd August 191 1. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

I!al>u Hires lour liagchi, for the Appellants. 

—The defendants aro the appellants. The 
plaintiff’s ease was that he had been in pos- 
session of a s pee i lie portion whioh fell to his 
share on partition and that he was dispos- 
sessed from his share by the defendants. 


His prayers were two, viz., (1) for the re- 
covery of his share from which he had been 
dispossessed, or in the alternative (2) a 
decree for joint possession. The Courts 
below disbelieved the plaintiff’s story of 
partition and separate possession but gave 
him a decree for joint possession. My sub- 
mission is that when his main case failed he 
should not have been given a decree for 
joint possession. In view of the findings 
of the Court below his remedy lay in a suit 
for partition. See unreported Letters Patent 
Appeal No. 125 of 1915. 

[Fletcher, J. — In the plaint the alterna- 
tive prayer was made, and so the lower 
Courts could allow such a prayer.] 

But the alternative prayers made in the 
plaint are contradictory and inconsistent, 
and when the plaintiff’s main case for re- 
covery of khas possession failed, the alterna- 
tive prayer for joint possession should not 
have been allowed. 

[Fletcher, J. — Was this point taken in the 
lower Courts? I 

1 am not sure of that. 

[Fletcher, J. — in second appeal you can- 
not raise any point not taken in the lower 
Courts. I 

mm 

It is a pure question of la,w, and your 
Lordships can allow it to be raised for the 
first time in second appeal. The two oases 
set up in the plaint are contradictory and 
inconsistent, and your Lordships have held 
in many cases that such contradictory cases 
should not ho allowed to he set up. Even 
according to the finding of the lower Appel- 
late Court the plaintiff is not entitled to a 
decree for joint possession. 

Babu Makunda Behari Mullick, for the 
Respondents, not called upon in reply. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an appeal by the 
defendants against a judgment of the learned 
Subordinate Judge of Jessore affirming a 
decision of the Munsif of Jhonida. The 
plaintiff brought a suit in the alternative, 
first of all to recover certain particular 
specified land on the footing that a legal 
partition had been made between the parties 
and, it the partition was not legal, then he 
asked to be put in joint possession with the 
defendants. This is not a ease where the 
plaintiff sued to recover a particular land 
on the footing that there had been a parti- 
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tion and that case having failed the Court 
awarded a decree for joint possession. The 
plaintiff set out his case from the outset 
and the defendants had notice of the alterna- 
tive case. They might have applied to the 
Court under the provisions of the Code to 
exclude one of the causes of action from the 
present trial. They, however, did not do 
so. The case went to trial and was argued 
in both the lower Courts without any objec- 
tion, and now in the second appeal we are 
asked to put an end to the whole of the 
proceedings on the ground that contradictory 
causes of action ought not to be tried to- 
gether. We think there is no force in this 
contention. Having regard to the fact that 
the case was tried in that way without any 
objection in the first Court on the settlement 
of issue the objection urged in this appeal 
was not raised and in the lower Appellate 
Court where the present appellants were also 
the appellants they raised no point except- 
ing the two mentioned by the learned Judge 
iu his judgment as matters for determina- 
tion and these matters having been deter- 
mined in the suit against them, the appellants 
caunot now in the second appeal raise a 
matter which has not been considered by the 
lower Courts. The appeal fails and is dis- 
missed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Rule Nisi No. 76 of 1917. 

May 11, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 

BHABASINDHU HALDAR and another— 

Plaintiffs — Petitioners 

versus 

KESAB CHANDRA HALDAR and others 
Defendants —Opposite Parties. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1908), a. 115 — 
Revie u) — Discretion of subordinate Court — Revision — 
High Court , power of. 

The High Court in revisiou under section 115, Civil 
Procedure Code, cannot interfere with the discretion 
of a subordinate Court as to whether it should or 
should not review its judgment. 

Rule against the order of the Munsif, 
Second Court, Diamond Harbour in Miscel- 
laneous Case No. 251 of 1916, 


Babu Sarada Charn Maity , for the Peti- 
tioners. 

JUDGMENT.— This is a Rule calling on 
the opposite party to show cause why the 
order of the learned Judge of the Court 
below declining to review his judgment 
should not be set aside. The Judge in the 
Court below had all the materials before him. 
He said that the judgment he delivered was 
all right and he saw no reason to interfere 
with it and, therefore, declined to grant a 
review. We cannot interfere with the 
discretion of a Judge as to whether he should 
or should not review his judgment. The 
argument that has been put forward that the 
application is made not against the order of 
the learned Judge on the review but sgainst 
the original order cannot be assented to for one 
moment. As a matter of fact, the Judge in the 
original judgment said that the plaintiffs were 
in serious default. Notwithstanding that they 
were given time to rectify the default; but 
they did not do so. The Judge having con- 
sidered these matters said that he declined to 
review his judgment. We see no reason to 
interfere with the judgment of the learned 
Judge. The Rule is, theiefore, discharged, 
We make no order as to costs. 

Rule discharged. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 866 of 1915. 

December 8, 1916. 

Present : — Sir Henry Richards, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Justice Sir P. C. Banerji, Kt. 

PUNNU and another — Plaintiffs — 

Appellants 

versus 

Musammat KOUSA and others — Defendants 

— Respondents. 

Hindu Law- Joint family— Money advanced by one 
member — Presumption — Burden of proof. 

Where a member of a joint Hindu family advances 
money on a mortgage, the presumption is that the 
money is advanced from the joint funds and the 
burden of proving to the contrary lies on those who 
allege that he advanced the money out of his self- 
acquired funds. [p. 464, col. 1.] 

Second appeal against the decision of the 
District Judge, Mainpuri, dated the 30th of 
April, 1915. 

Mr. M, L. Sandal , for the Appellants. 
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Dr. 6'. A 7 . Sen , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT.— This and the connected 
Appeal No. 1128 of 1915 arise under the 
following circumstances. T*o mortgages were 
made in favour of one Govind, since deceased. 
The purchaser of the equity of redemption 
from the mortgagor paid into Court the 
amount due upon the two mortgages under 
section S3 of the Transfer of Property Act. 
The present suit has been brought by the 
plaintiffs alleging that they and Govind 
constituted a joint Hindu family and that 
accordingly the defendant No. 1, the daughter 
of Govind, had no interest therein. The 
Court of First Instance found that the family 
was joint but nevertheless dismissed the suit 
of the plaintiffs. The plaintiffs appealed con- 
tending that if the finding that the family was 
joint was accepted, then the suit ought to 
have been decreed. The defendant Mnsam- 
mat Kausa tiled an objection to the finding 
that Govind and the plaintiffs were joint. 
The lower Appellate Court apparently accept- 
ing the finding of the Court of First Instance 
that the family wis joint, held that it lay upon 
the plaintiffs to prove that the money ad vanc- 
ed on the mortgages were out of joint family 
funds. He declined to record any finding on 
the question of jointness or separation. We 
think that if the family was found to be 
joint and if it was proved that there 
was joint family property belonging to the 
family, then the onus of showing that the 
money advanced on these mortgages was the 
self-acquired property of Govind would lie 
upon the defendant his daughter. Before 
finally deciding the appeal we think it neces- 
sary to refer issues to the Court below. We 
accordingly refer the following issues; - 

(1) \\ ere plaintiffs and Govind members 
of a joint Hindu family and did they own 
joint property ' 

(2) Was the money advanced on these 
mortgages t lie separate property of GovindP 

i ln dealing this last mentioned issue the 
Court will bear in mind what we have said 
above as to the onus of proof. The Court will 
decide these issues on the evidence already on 
the record. Ten days will he allowed for 
filing objections. 

C<isc / emnuded , 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Appeals from Appellate Decrees Nos. 1995 

and 2061 ok 1913. 

April 19, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 

In No. 1905 

BHUPFNDRA KUMAR CHAKRAVARTY 

Plaintiff — Appellant 

VCVSHS 

PYARI MOHAN ROY and others- 
Defendants — Respondents 

and 

In No. 2061 

PYARl MOHAN ROY — Defendant — 

Appellant 




BHUPENDRA KUMAR CHAKRAVARTY 

Plaintiff— Respondent. 

Contract Act ( IX of 1872), s. 70, scope of -Transfer 
o\ I'ropcrly Ad (IV of 1882J, s. 51 —Trespasser in good 
faith, improving taint —On ncr, liability of, to pay costs 
of improvement. 

The defendant encroached upon the land of the 
plaintiff, believing j n good faith Oml it belonged to 
him as forming part «»f his adjoining land, cleared it 
of jungle and rendered it lit lor cultivation at his 
expense: 

Hcl<(, Omt the defendant was not entitled to a 
charge upon the land deeiecd to the plaintiff for the 
expenses, as it was not established that the plaintiff 
<u his predecessor was aware of the encroachment 
hul as what was done by the defendant for the 
improvement of the land was done by him lawfully 
and was not- intended to he done gratuitously and 
as the plaintiff enjoyed the benefit of it, the defend- 
ant was entitled, under section 70 of the Cent met Act. 
to be compensated for the money spent by him and 
the plaintiff should get a decree to recover possession 
upon payment ot the amount which was laid out bv 
the defendant in improving the laud of the plaintiff, 
[p. 4(50, col. I.j 

Section 70 of the Contract Act is not limited to 
cases where the person lawfully doing the thing for 
another person knows who the ’other person is. [p. 
•U)5, col. 1.1 


Appeals against the decrees of the Ad- 
ditional District Judge, 24-Parganas, dated 
the 18th January 1913, modifying that of 
the Subordinate Judge, 3rd Court, of that 
District, dated 19th June 1907. 

Ha bus Basant Coomar Bose, Si ra Prasanna 

B/uittavharjee and Lai Mohan 1 1 hose, for the 

Appellant in No. 1905 and Respondent in 
No. 2061. 

Babus Mohendranath Boy and Manmatha 
A a [ h to//, for the Respondent in No. 1905 
and Appellant in No. 2061. 


Vol. XL] 


INDIAN OASES, 


BHUPENDRA KUMAR V. PYARI MOHAN ROY 

JUDGMENT. 

In No. 1905 of 1913. 
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Fletcher, J.— This is an appeal by the 

plaintiff from a decision of the learned 

District Judge of the Twenty-four Parganahs 

mo i ying a decision of the Subordinate 

^ ' pnr ‘ The present suit was 
instituted as long ago as the 9th April 

’ and is, therefore, slightly more than 
eleven years old to-day, and I think that 

e e ay in the proceedings casts no credit 

e!l T- th ! u GoUrt8 or the parties 
engaged ,n the litigation. The suit was 

a suit for possession brought by the plain- 

“ th ® ass 'gnee of a lease granted by 
the defendant No. 3 in the month of June 

ill 9 ’ ? nd the suit was principally brought 
gainst the contesting defendant who had 

btamed a lease from the same lessor in 

nrnrf U V* w"’ ” S proper, y adjoining the 
property let out to the plaintiff’s predecessor. 

in - title. The case as decided by the learned 

Judge of the lower Appellate Court in the 

judgment now under appeal is this The 

learned Judge came to the conclusion that the 

defendant was acting in good faith when 

he encroached upon and cleared the lands 

P ^! n t t,f y and ^at he had done so 

in ^ b i 6 lef that tbe Property was included 
in his share and that, so far as I gather 

from the reasons given by the learned 
Judge, was partly, if not , i argelyi due to 

to fn]fii Ure ° P ^ ain ^^ or bis predecessor 

Which ° De 0f the terms of tbe J aaaa 

the hn W H S ? rant f d *° him - na “ely, that 
ween ?h r, , eS Sb ° U ' d be demarcated bet- 
defend t tdaintift’s predecessor and the 

findin/’that the ^ eaTne ? Jadge made a 
that the plainHff ^u 6 dld not establish 
interest worn ° r ^ 1S P r edeoessor-in- 

that had been^maH ° f the encroaohme nt 
The learned Tnrl I® by tbe defendant. 

S. 2 EES 

is irs. n - p, ™ ,m 

The first point is whether the learned 

* a ,i * in “• “ i ™t, 

that Irnn av,ng come to the conclusion 

deoesir h ? ge ° f , tbe p,aintiff ^s pro- 
cessor had not been established to the 

30 


satisfaction of the Court, whether the mere 
fact that the defendant had encroached 
and spent money in good faith was sufficient 
to entitle him to a charge on the plaintiff’s 
property The case is not governed by 
section 51 of the Transfer of Property 
Act, but it comes within the general 
rule as laid down in the well-known case of 
Ramsden v. Dyson (1). That rule has 
been adopted and followed in India in 

more than one case. The fact that the 
learned Judge found that the plaintiff or his 
predecessor had no knowledge or that at 
any rate, the evidence did not establish 
such knowledge is sufficient to take the 
present case out of that rule, and, there- 
tore, the judgment appealed from cannot 
be supported on the ground on which the 
learned Judge rested his decision. But 
the case does not rest there. • There are 
other provisions in the law in this country 
governing the obligations of persons enjoy- 
ing the benefit of a non-gratuitous act. 
Section 70 of the Indian Contract Act is 
a statutory enactment with reference there- 
to. That section provides that where a 
person lawfully does anything for another 
person or delivers anything to him not 
intending to do so gratuitously and such 
other person enjoys the benefit thereof, the 
latter is bound to make compensation to 
the former in respect of or to restore 
the thing so done or delivered. It is argued 
on the part of the plaintiff that this section 
only applies when the person lawfully doing 
the thing for another person knows who 
the other person is. There is no warrant 
for such limitation being put on the section 
and the illustrations to the section negative 
the view that the person lawfully doing 
the thing for another person knew the 
name of the other person. It is quite 
clear that the two illustrations presuppose 
that the person doing the thing did not 
know the name. The first illustration of the 
tradesman having the goods at the wrong 
house is a clear case where the tradesman 
did not know the name of the person, or 

at any rate, if he knew his name, he made* 

a mistake as to the person bearing that 
name. There is no foundation for the argu- 
ment put forward by the learned Vakil 


P 1 l29 ’ 12 Jl?r ’ 8 ) 14 W, 

xv# y^v* 
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for the appellant as regards the meaning 
of this section. The question is whether 
the present oase comes within the terms 
of that section. The section is very wide 
and, of course, there must be some limi- 
tation. But it cannot he suggested in the 
present case that the clearing of the jungle 
was not done lawfully. It is quite clear 
from the findings made by the learned 
Judge that the defendant did not intend 
to do so gratuitously. The evidence also 
shows without doubt that the plaintiff has 
enjoyed the benefit of the money laid out 
by the defendant in clearing the jungle 
and making the land fit for cultivation. 

I think the oase clearly comes within tho 
terms of section 70 of the Indian Contract 
Act. The difference between section 51 of 
the Transfer of Property Act and section 
70 of the Indian Contraot Act is that, in 
oases coming under seotion 51 of the 
Transfer of Property Act and under tho 
rule laid down in Ramsden v. Dyson (1), 
the defendant gets a oharge on the pro- 
perty, but, in cases under seotion 70 of 
the Indian Contraot Act, the plaintiff is 

bound to make compensation to the defend- 
ant for the amount spent; and, therefore, 
the decree in this case, instead of declaring 
a charge in favour of the defendant, should 
declare that the plaintiff is entitled to 
reoover possession upon payment of the 
amount that was found to be due to the 
defendant by the learned Judge of the 
lower Appellate Court. I think, on the 
findings made by the learned Judge the 
defendant is entitled to recover the money 
which he has laid out in improving and 
rendering fit for cultivation the land of 
the plaintiff. If the Jefendant be deprived 
of the amount spent by him on the land, 
it will be a great hardship on him. The 
argument that has been put forward on 
behalf of the plaintiff-appellant that this 
is, in fact, a case of the defendant having 
improved his own land has no foundation. 
The land was dense jungle and had no 
value unless and until the property was 
cleared and made fit for cultivation. It 
is not suggested that the property could 
have been cleared and made ‘fit for 
cultivation at any lesser sum. If the defendant 
loses the benefit of the money spent by 
him for clearing this considerable piece of 


land, it would be a great hardship. There- 
fore, on the findings made by the learned 
Judge of the lower Appellate Court, I 
think the oase comes within the terms of 
seotion 70 of the Indian Contract Act 
and the plaintiff is entitled to obtain the 
decree given in bis favour by the lower 
Appellate Court, subject to the variation 
I have mentioned. 

Two other points were raised in this 
appeal which were touched upon some- 
what lightly. It is hardly a matter of 
surprise when we find that the points 
were not referred to in the judgment of the 
lower Appellate Court. The first point 
was that, in ascertaining the amount of 
compensation allowed to tho defendant, the 
defendant ought to have been charged by 
way of mesne profits The point was not 
referred to in the judgment of the learned 
Judge of tho lower Appellate Court and 
presumably for the reason given in tho 
Munsiff judgment, namely, that, if the 
defendant be charged by way of mesne 
profits, he ought to be allowed interest on 
the amount he laid out. It is sufficient to 
say that the point was not raised in the 
Court of Appeal below, and it is muoh too 
late to raise it now in this Court in 
second appeal. The second point was that 
the defendant ought to have been also 
oharged with the value of the timber that 
was cut and removed from the land in 
order to make it clear. There is nothing 
in the judgment of the lower Appellate 
Court about this point at all We do not 

know whether the timber was of any 
value or whether it was merely under 
growth which was wholly valueless and 
would fetch nothing and would rather re- 
quire money to be spent to remove it from 
the land. The point was, however, not 

raised in the Court of Appeal below and it 
cannot be taken here now in second 

appeal. 

In the result, the judgment appealed 
from must be affirmed and the present 

appeal dismissed with costs, subject to the 
variation that I have already mentioned. 

Nkwtiould, J. — 1 agree. 

In No. 2061 or 1913. 

This appeal is not pressed and is accord- 
ingly dismissed with costs. 

Appeals dismiss**. 
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CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 1621 

of 1915. 

April 20, 1917. 

Present-. — Justice Sir Charles Chitty, 

T ._ . ^T., an d Mr. Justice Beachcroft. 

JNANENDRA MOHAN SEN-Plaintiff- 

Appellant 

versus 

HARI RAM RABHA and others — 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Appeal decided on new case not made out in plead- 
ings, re -hearing 0 j~Remand. 

a " Ap P, ellat 1 e 9 0ul ^ dismissed the plaintiff's 
suit aflnmmg tlie decision of the primary Court 

norYv t? W w 1 T as nei 1 tl,er scfc l T l, y plaintiff 

w ? H , b { } C{ T V aiKl was inconsistent 

" i tli the defendant’s case: 

Held, that the judgment of the Appellate Court 
could not stand and that the case should he remand. 

ed to the Appellate Court for arc-hearing of the 
appeal, [p. 468, col. 2. J 

Appeal against the decree of the Special 
Subordinate Judge, Dhubri, Assam Yallev 
District, dated the 31st March 1915, affirm- 
mg that of the Extra Assistant Commissioner 
and Munsif, Goalpara, dated the 19th 
December 1913. 

• The Plaintiff was the appellant 

in this case. The suit was for recovery of 
possession after declaration of title to 8 bighas 
of land with mesne profits. The land in dis- 
pute was a part of a large plot of 54 
bighas lakheraj lands, originally held by the 
takheraidars from whom Rani Abhoyesswari 

one’ pr °/ orma defendant, purchased it in 
J9(J8 The Rani in her turn gave a settle- 
ment of the said 54 bighas to the plaintiff, 
from whom the defendant No. 1 took a 
sub-lease of the 8 bighas on condition to pay 
rent in kind. The defendant No. 1 used to 
pay rent in paddy, and on his failure to 
pay rent, the plaintiff brought a suit against 

X XPX, Inthat snit tlle defendant 

1 T ^ that there was no relationship of 
landlord and tenant between him and 

■ i 6 ^ f 1,0 ^ nad Court dismissed 

the Plaintiffs suit for rent, holding that 

the pkmhff had failed to establish the 

relationship of landlord and tenant between 

himself and the defendant. Thereupon the 

plaintiff brought the present suit to recover 

Mas possession of the land from the defendant 

No. 1, the Rani being made pro forma defend- 

+i? fc i J 0 thia case also the def ea d ant pleaded 
that he was not a tenant of the plaintiff, but 

a tenant holding directly under the Rani, 
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The Court of first instance found that the 
settlement was in favour of the plaintiff 
and that the defendant had failed to prove 
his tenancy under the Rani. But the Court, 
relying on the deposition of one of the defend- 
ant’s witnesses, found that one Chakar had 
an occupancy right in the disputed land 

and so long as Chakar did not abandon his 

holding, the plaintiff was not entitled to take 
possession of the land. The evidence relied 
upon was to the effect that Chakar who was 
holding the land in dispute, while leaving 
the country for some military service, asked 
the defendant No. 1 to remain in posses- 
sion of the land till ho returned, that 
Chakar employed defendant No. 1 as his 
agent, and that the defendant paid rent in 
his absence. The Court held, there was no 
surrender of the holding by Chakar. 

Against this decision the plaintiff preferred 
an appeal and the lower Appellate Court held 
that the settlement was made by the zemin- 
dar in favour of the plaintiff, when Chakar 
was in possession of the land aud had a claim 
to that land, and that the zemindar had no 
right to settle the land ignoring Chakar’s 
right to the land, so long as no default 
was made in payment of rent. 

Against this decision the plaintiff preferred 
this appeal. 

Bibu Sarat Chandra Roy Ghowlhury (with 
him Babu Saty i Gharan Sinha), for the Ap- 
pellant. In this ca9e the lower Court alto- 
gether decided upon a new case, which was 
not made out either by the plaintiff or by 
the defendant. In the written statement, 
the defendant alleged that he was a tenant 
of the Rani and he produced witnesses to 
support his case. The Court, on the deposi- 
tion of one of the defendant’s witnesses, came 
to the conclusion that the defendant was the 
agent of Chakar, who held the land prior to 
the settlement made in favour of the plaint- 
iff, and that the defendant Nn. 1 vvho was 
the agent of Chakar in his absence, had a 
rignt to the land by virtue of his agency, as 
Chakar’s interest and right to the land could 
not in any way be prejudiced by the settle- 
ment made by the Rani in favour of the 
plaintiff. This is an altogether new case, 
which the plaintiff never alleged, nor the 
defendant in his written statement set up. 
The question was whether the defendant No. 

J was the direot tenant of the Rani or not* 
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The Court had no jurisdiction to decide a 
new case which the plaintiff never urged nor 
the defendant alleged. 

[Chitty, J.-~ The Court may pronounce 
judgment not on the case made out by the 
plaintiff or the defendant but on the evi- 
dence produced by the parties.] 

The Court cannot decide a case which is 
not made out in the pleadings nor upon evi- 
dence which is not given for the finding of 
an issue raised. -In the written statement 
the defendant No. 1 stated that his prede- 
cessors were holding the land from the Rani 
and no plea of Chakar’s holding the land and 
his deriving the title to the land in dispute 
from Chakar was set up. 

Moreover, the entire holding of 54 bighas 
was settled with the plaintiff by the Rani, 
and by that Chakar, who was holding 8 bighas 
of the land in question, becomes my tenant. 

Refers to Order VI 11, rule 2. The defend- 
ant cannot make a new case. 

Babu Gobinda Chander Deg lug/ (with him 
Babus Abaninaih Bhctfacha/ i/a and Pnrno 
Chunder Roy ), for t lie Respondents.— These 
are questions of fact. Even if the finding 
is wrong, in second appeal the questions of 
fact are not to be interfered with. 

JUDGMENT. - This appeal arises out of 
a title suit brought by the plaintiff against 
the defendant Hari Ram Rabha. Plaintiff 
sought to eject the defendant from about 
8 bighas of land, on the ground that he was a 
trespasser and that the plaintiff was entitled 
to possession. It appears that the defendant 
No. 2 Rani Abhoyeswari Debi purchased 
certain lakheraj land in 1001. In 1902 
plaintiff took settlement from the Rani of 
the whole 54 bighas of that land. In 1910 
he brought a suit against the defendant for 
rent of the 8 bighas of which the defend- 
ant was in possession. In that suit defend- 
ant denied the relationship of landlord and 
tenant and the suit was dismissed on the 
ground thatno such relationshipexisted. Plain- 
tiff accordingly brought this suit in ejectment 
against the defendant. Defendant’s case as put 
forward in his written statement was that 
he was a tenant of the Rani under a settle- 
ment from the lakherajdars who had sold 
to the Rani. Evidence was recorded and 
amongst ether witnesses for the defendant 
oi e Chakar Mech was examined. It appears 
lli.t this Chakar Mechhad left the locality 


in 1804 when he joined the military police 
and he had not been there since. 

The Court of first instance found that 
there was a -settlement in favour of the 
plaintiff by the Rani, though the learned 
Munsif threw some doubt on that settlement 
on the ground that the officer in charge 
of the Rani’s affairs who had the mak- 
ing of the settlement was the plaintiff’s 
father. The Munsif also found that the 
defendant failed to prove his tenancy from 
the time of the lakherajdars , but he came 
to the conclusion that the disputed area wa 9 
held by Chakar Mech as a recorded tenant 
under the laklierajdar and formed part of 
his holding. He was further of opinion 
that Chakar had acquired occupancy rights in 
his holding before he enlisted in the military 
police in 1304 and that he had made over 
the land to Hari Rabha to hold on his 
account, on a verbal understanding that on 
Ohakar’s retirement from the military police 
he would get it back. During his absence 
Hari Rabha was to pay rent to the lalcheraj- 
dnr. It has been found also by both the 
Courts that in one instance, at any rate, 
Hari Rabha paid rent foi Chakar’s holding 
to the Rani (Exhibit A). On appeal, 
the learned Subordinate Judge appears to 
have accepted the findings of fact arrived 
at by the first Court without much con- 
sideration of the evidence. 

The error that is apparent in the Sub- 
ordinate Judge’s judgment is that he has 
dismissed the plaintiff’s suit on a case which 
was not that of the plaintiff and w’as not 
that of the defendant. So far from its being 
the case of the defendant, it is absolutely 
inconsistent with it. The learned Judge 
has dismissed the suit on a view of Chakar’s 
status which is inconsistent with defendant’^ 
own plea, contrary to what Chakar himself 
claims and which the plaintiff has had no 
opportunity of contesting. 

Under these circumstances we do not 
think that the present judgment of the 
learned Subordinate Judge can be supported. 
We are aocoidirgly compelled to set aside 
his decree and remand the case to the 
Court of the Subordinate Judge for a re- 
hearing of the appeal. Costs of this appeal 
will abide the result. 

Appeal allowed] Case remanded. 
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at No. 51 in list No. 1, and at No. 20 
in list No. 6, of the lists prepared under 

section 8 of Act I of 1869 lists of 

which the Court will take judicial notice, 
and which the Court will regard as con- 
clusive evidence that the persons named 
therein are such talukdars , under section 
10 of the Act. He was, therefore, by the 
operation of the Act a talukdar , the succession 
to whose estate was to be regulated by 
the rule of primogeniture. Thakur Ganga 
Bakhsh Singh was succeeded by his son 
Sheo Singh, who died leaving two sons, 
Dan Bahadur Singh and Sher Bahadur 
Singh. Dan Bahadur Singh succeeded to 
the taiuka, and was himself succeeded by 
his brother Sher Bahadur Singh, who died 
on the 10th of June 1899, leaving him 
surviving his mother Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar and a daughter Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar. His wife Musammat Harpal Kuar 
had died in his lifetime as had one of 
his daughters. After his death mutation 
was effected in favour of Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar who executed certain mortgages, 
hypothecating property comprised in the 
talnka. Musammat Dilraj Kuar died on 
the 12th April 1906, and on her death 
mutation was effected in favour of Musammat 
Sheoraj Kuar, who was in possession of 
the taiuka at the time the present suit 
was filed. 

Thakur Sitla Bakhsh Singh instituted his 
suit on the 8th June 1911, on the 
allegations that Musammat Dilraj Kuar 
had come into proprietary possession of 
the taiuka by right of inheritance as 
a Hindu widow without any power of 
alienation, and that after her death he, 
Thakur Sitla Bakhsh, was entitled to 
succeed according to the rule of lineal 
primogeniture laid down in the sanad. 
He alleged that Musammat Sheorj Kuar 
was a mere trespasser; and lie joined as 
defendants with her three batches of 
transferees, some from Musammat- Dilraj 
Kuar and some from Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar. 

On the 10th June 1911 Kirat Singh 
brought his suit on the allegation that Sher 
Bahadur Singh died without making a valid 
Will, that the eldest nearest male relative 
was entitled to succeed, that Musammat 
Dilraj Kuar did succeed to the estate for 


life, and that on her death Musammat 
Sheoraj Kuar took unlawful possession of 
the estate. He attached to his plaint a 
pedigree which, he claimed, showed him to 
be as the nearest reversioner of the 
aforesaid Sher Bahadur Singh. Sub- 
sequently each of the rival claimants added 
the other claimant as a defendant in his suit. 
Kirat Singh impleaded the transferees from 
Musammat Dilraj Kuar and Musammat 
Sheoraj Kuar, but he omitted to sue among 
the transferees Musammat Bishan Dei aud 
Musammat Frag Dei who were impleaded 
by Thakur Sitla Bakhsh Singh. 

As the case proceeded, it became apparent 
to both the parties that Sher Bahadur 
Singh had executed a Will on the 1st 
December 1895. On behalf of Sitla Bakhsh 
Singh, the execution of the Will was 
admitted, but his plaint was allowed to 
stand as before. Kirat Singh plaintiff died 
in the course of the proceedings and his two 
brothers, Sitla Singh and Debi Singh, were 
brought on the record in his place. By an 
application on their behalf their plaint was 
amended. The words ‘without making a 
valid Will” were struck out, and the 
allegation was added that Sher Bahadur 
Singh made a Will in favour of his wife 
and his mother, that his wife dying in his 
lifetime, his mother became the owner 
and possessor of the property on his decease, 
and that the plaintiff was, therefore, entitled 
to the property according to Hindu Law, 
as also in consequence of the legal effect 
of the above-mentioned Will, also according 
to the provisions of Act 1 of 1869, and 
the rule of lineal primogeniture. This 
amendment had the effect of considerably 
enlarging the scope of the suit, as it was 
first brought, and the ground upon which 
Kirat Singh had sued was relegated as a 
last possible alternative. 

On behalf of Musammat Sheoraj Kuar, the 
main defendant to the suits, it was alleged 
that Musammat Dilraj Kuar had taken an 
absolute estate under her son’s Will, and that 
she had herself executed a Will whioh con- 
ferred an absolute estate upon Musammat 
Sheoraj Kuar, who was, therefore, owner and 
in possession of the estate. The transferees 
from Musammat Dilraj Kuar pleaded that 
she had an absolute estate, and that, if 
she had only a lif^-estate, even then the 
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transfers in their favour were good as 
having been made for legal necessity, 
the transferees from Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar supported her plea that she had an 
absolute estate under the Will of Musammat 

. , 1 f ft J It was further argued on 

their behalf that even if Musammat Dilraj 
K.uar only enjoyed a life-estate under her 
sons Will, even then Musammat Sheoraj 
K-uar oame in under that Will as a re- 
mainderman with an absolute estate. As 
an alternative, these transferees claimed at 
least the right to retain possession of 

certain lands as mortgagees from Musammat 
Dilraj Kuar. 

The learned Subordinate Judge found in 
favour of the pedigree set up by Thakur 
Sitla Bakhsh Singh. He found that 
Musammat Dilraj Kuar took an absolute 
estate under her son’s Will, and that as 
she was a person who would not have 
succeeded according to the provisions of 
Act I of 1869 to the estate, had the 
transferor died intestate without having 
made any transfer, section 15 of that Act 
applied. He went on to find, therefore, 
that the ordinary law must govern the 
succession, but that by reason of the 
Drown Grants Act that law must be found 
to be that set out in the sanad, that the 
rule of lineal primogeniture, therefore, applied 
and that Thakur Sitla Bakhsh Singh was 
entitled to succeed. He upheld some, but 
not all, the transfers made in favour of 

various defendants, and he dismissed the 
suit of Kirat Singh. 

Sital Singh and his brother have 
appealed against the decree dismissing their 
suit. They have also appealed against the 
decree in favour of Thakur Sitla Bakhsh 
Singh; while the encumbrancers, who are 
three parties, have also filed three separate 
appeals as to the extent of their interest 
in the disputed property. In these last 
three appeals cross-objections have been 
filed by Thakur Sitla Bakhsh Singh, urging 
pleas similar to those on which his suit 
was based. 

In the course of suit, Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar died, leaving a husband Gajraj 
Singh. An application was made by 
Thakur Sitla Singh and Thakur Debi 
bingh, in the suit in which they were 
defendants, on the 23rd April 1912 that 


her husband Gajraj Singh should be 
brought on the record in her place. It 
was opposed by the other rival plaintiff 
who contended that if Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar had a life-estate, that estate terminated 
with her, and if she was a trespasser 
since the death of her mother in 1906, 
her trespass ended with her death. The 
learned Subordinate Judge refused to 
implead Gajraj Singh as her legal re- 
presentative. It appears that at the time 
when the suits were instituted, the 
Mohammadpur Taluka was temporarily 
under the management of the Deputy 
Commissioner of Bara Banki, having been 
attached by reason of arrears of revenue 
under the U. P. Land Revenue Act (III 
of 1901). On the death of Musammat 
Sheoraj Kuar, the taluka continued to be 
in the management of the Deputy Com- 
missioner until the arrears of Government 
revenue were satisfied. Subsequently by an 
order of the Board of Revenue dated the 
11th January 1915, to which Gajraj Singh 
was an unsuccessful party, possession was 
made over to Thakur Sitla Bakhsh Singh 
[Sitla Bux Singh v. Gajraj Singh (1)]. 
Meanwhile Thakur Sitla Bakhsh Singh had 
also obtained in his favour a decree from 
the Civil Court which is the subject of 
these appeals. The action of one of the 
rival plaintiffs in opposing the application 
to bring Gajraj Singh on the reoord as 
that of the other in failing to implead 
him in his case appears to have been 
somewhat ill-considered, but that was their 
lookout. We have in these oases to 
adjudicate on the rights of the parties, 
such as are actually before us. So far as 
the transferees from Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar are concerned, they have no interest 
in raising such an objection; for their rights 
in the properties transferred to them can 
be determined, without the legal representa- 
tive, if any, of Musammat Sheoraj Kuar 
being brought on the record. The other 
parties have not taken or pressed this 
objection at the hearing. As pointed out 
in Orr v. Muthia Ghetti (2) and Saralci 
Sundari Dasi v. Sarada Prosad Sur (3) 
the possession of a receiver or of the 

(D 29 Ind. Cas. 651. 

(2) 17 M. 501; 6 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 347. 

(3^2 C. L. J. 602. 
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Government under such circumstances can 
only be regarded as custodia Ittjis or 
possession held for the rightful owner. 
Gajraj Singh admittedly never got posses- 
sion. If it be found that Musammat 
Sheoraj Kuar was an absolute owner, 
the plaintiffs would in any case have no 
right to sue. If, on the other hand, it 
be found that she held a life estate or 
was a trespasser, her life estate or tres- 
pass ended with her death. I he non- 
joinder of Gajraj Singh is, therefore, of 
no practical importance in these cares. 

Before proceeding, however, to consider 
the principal matters of contention be- 

tween the parties to these appeals it 
will be well to set out clearly the facts 
which are admitted by the parties before 
us. It is admitted that Tfiakur Sitla 
Bakhsh Singh of one branch and Kirat 
Singh, Sital Singh and I)ebi Singh of 
another branch are equidistant and would 
be entitled to share half and half, if 
the ordinary law applies. It is conceded 
too that if the law of lineal primogeniture 
applies Thakur Sitla Bakhsh Singh will be 
entitled to succeed, to the exclusion of 
the rest. It is also admitted that Sher 
Bahadur Singh executed a Will on the 
1st December 1895, though the effect of 
that Will is in dispute. It is admitted 
further that Musammat Dilraj Kuar is not 
a person who would have succeeded to 
the estate according to the provisions of 
Act I of 1869, if the testator had died 
intestate without making a transfer. The 
mother does appear among the persons 
to whom the estate may descend, under 
section 22 of the Act as amended by U. 
P. Act III of 1910 (the Oudh Estates 
Amendment Act); but it is admitted that 
the property in dispute vested before that 
Act came into force. It is admitted that 
if by Sher Bahadur Singh’s Will Musammat 
Dilraj Kuar took an absolute estate, 
Musammat Sheoraj Kuar would not be 
entitled to succeed to her under that \\ ill, 
and that her position would be that of 
a trespasser. It is admitted that, accord- 
ing to the ordinary law, which, apart 
from Act I of lb 69, would apply to the 
family, daughters are excluded from in- 
heritance. Finally, both the claimants 
to the estate accept such liability to 


transferees as the learned Subordinate 
Judge lias decreed. 

It will be convenient first to come to a 
definite finding as to the position of 
Musanunnt Sheora] Kuar before we com- 
mence to discuss the existence of encum- 
brances and the rights, if any, of the 
various encumbrancers. 

The Will of Sher Bahadur Singh dated 
the 1st December 1895 created a devise 
in favour of bis wife Musammat Harpal 
Kuar, and laid upon her certain instruc- 
tions. it further provided that on her 
death intestate the estate should descend 
to Musammat Dilraj Kuar and on her 
death intestate to Musammat Sheoraj Kuar 
and her heirs. Adoption was also permitted 
to both the widow, and failing her the 
mother. It is argued that as Musammat 
Harpal Kuar died in the lifetime of the 
testator, the Will became inoperative, that 
in any case the Will did not confer any- 
thing more than a succession of life- 
estates, and that Musammat Dilraj Kuar 
did not possess an absolute interest, which 
she could have conveyed to her transferees 
or to Musammat Sheoraj Kuar. 

In his Will, the testator, after reciting 
that be bad a wife, Musammat Harpal 
Kuar, two daughters, Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar and Musammat llnghuraj Kuar, 
declared: "After me, my wife shall be the 
full proprietor and possessor of the entire 
it u(ia left by me, and the whole of my 
property moveable and immoveable, but 
it shall not bo competent to her to 
execute any deed of any description in 
favour of her personal relations. 1 do by 
this written instrument authorise her to 
adopt either of my daughters, or if a son 
is born to either of them, the daughter’s 
son, or any other boy of my family; and 
the adopted son aforesaid shall from the 
date of adoption acquire all those rights, 
subject to the terms of the deed of 
adoption (hash sharayat tabniyatnama ), 
as my own son, bad any been in existence, 
would have acquired on my death.” The 
Will then proceeded to provide for the 
maintenance of his mother, Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar, and set out that if a son was born 
to the testator after the execution of the 
\\ ill, that son would be the owner of the 
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entire property in accordance with Act I of 

1869. 

It is obvious from the above provisions 
that what was given to Musammat Harpal 
Kuar was a contingent interest to vest in 
her after the death of the testator, in case 
no son was born to the testator meanwhile 
and remained alive at the time of his death. 
Musammat Harpal Kuar did not, however, 
survive the testator and the devise in her 
favour consequently lapsed on her death. 

But the Will contained an ulterior devise 
in favour of Musammat Dilraj Kuar in the 
following terms: On life no one can depend, 
hence 1 declare also this, that if my wife 
dies without performing the marriages of 
my daughters and without making a Will, 
then my mother, Musammat Dilraj Kuar, shall 
be the owner ( malik ) of the whole of the 
property left by the deceased ( matruka mut.- 
waffia ), and to her the terms and conditions 
of clauses 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this Will shall 
be applicable. On her dying intestate, both 
of my daughters shall become owners (malik) 
of the estate and the property, moveable 
and immoveable, left by the deceased (matru- 
ka m lit waffia); and thereafter issue in due 
order ( alat-tartib ) shall get it.” 

There seems to us no doubt that in the 
above circumstances the Will must operate 
in favour of Musammat Dilraj Kuar. Section 
92 of the Indian Succession Act (X of 
1865), which has been extended to talukdaii 
estates in Oudh by section 19 of Act l of 
1869, provides that if the legatee does not 
survive the testator the legacy cannot take 
effect, but shall lapse and form part of the 
residue of the testator’s property, unless it 
appears by the Will that the testator in- 
tended that it should go to some other 
person. Illustration (d) to this section is 
at any rate to some extent applicable to 
the present case. A sum of money is be- 
queathed to A for life, and af< er his death 
to B , A dies in the lifetime of the testator. 
B survives the testator. The bequest to B 
takes effect.” There can be no doubt from 
the resume of the Will given above that 
the testator did not contemplate intestacy 
if his wife should predecease him. Reliance 
is placed upon the use of the words “ matruka 
mutwoffia ” in connection with the ulterior 
bequests, and it is argued that from those 
words the Court must take it that Sher 
Bahadur Singh only contemplated Musammat 


Dilraj Kuar succeeding to the property if 
that property were left by Musammat Harpal 
Kuar, on her death; and that, therefore, as 
the property never vested at all in Musammat 
Harpal Kuar, owing to her death in the 
testator’s lifetime, Musammat Dilraj Kuar 
cannot succeed. There is evidence to 
show that Sher Bahadur Singh personally 
dictated this Will. Its language is inartistic, 
but as pointed out by their Lordships of 
the Privy Council in Venkata Sarasimha 
Appa Row v. Parthasarathy Appa 
Row (4) and Thakur Vasonjt Morarji v . 
Chanda Bibi (5), a testator is very often 
ignorant of legal phrases proper to express 
his intentions or of the legal steps neces- 
sary to carry them into effect, and a Court 
would be justified in refusing to allow de- 
fects in expression in these matters to pre- 
vent the carrying out of the testator’s true 

intentions. 

The testator was very evidently anxious 
to avoid intestacy but it is noteworthy 
that he did not alter the Will in spite of 
the death of his wife in his lifetime, doubtless 
because he knew that there were ulterior 
dispositions still available to carry out his 
intentions. The words “ matruka mutwoffia" 
were obviously used to describe and identify 
the property which, on the supposition that 
Musammat Harpal Kuar survived the testator 
was to go in the first instance to her, and 
on her dying intestate, to Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar .n Moulvie Mohamed Shumsool Hooda 
v. bhewukram (6), their Lordships of the 
Privy Council had to deal with a case in 
which a bequest was made by a person in 
favour of hi, widowed daughter-in-law with 
an ulterior disposition in favour of her dang 
hters as heirs to her estate, and the con- 
clusion at which their Lordships arrived 
was that the daughters inherited the estate 
on the death of the former by virtue of 
the ulterior disposition made in their favour 
and not as heirs of the first legatee who 


Lr 15 j fi ,8 £- W. N. 554; 26 M. L. J. 411; 15 lit t! 

<p ; c.) ' R ’ 328i 37 M - 1S9 ; 41 J-a.51 

(5) 29 Ind. Cas. 781; 19 C. W. N. 873- 17 Bom T 
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held a life-estate. In Parakkal Arippayil 
Kd'icr v. Parakkal Arippayil Pakkremvvr 
(7), a case similar to the present one 
came up for decision; and Tt was held 
that the death of the legatee in the 
lifetime of the testator merely accelerated 
the ulterior disposition, though the ulterior 
disposition was described, in the manner 
described in this case, as a devolution of the 
estate held by the prior legatee. 

Had Musammat Harpal Kuar survived the 
testator, the gift over or ulterior disposition 
in favour of 3 lusammat Dilraj Kuar would, 
as pointed out by the learned Subordinate 
Judge, have been treated as void. The 
authorities dealing with the matter have 
been discussed by the learned Subordinate 
Judge at great length, and it is unnecessary 
to repeat them here. Her death in the 
lifetime of the testator had the effect of 
making the ulterior disposition in favour 
uf Musammat Dilraj Kuar operative, and 
Musammat Dilraj Kuar, therefore, became 
entitled to the estate on the testator’s 

death. 


The next point to consider is the nature 
of the estate acquired by Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar under the Will. It is necessary for 
a consideration of this question that the 
provisions of the Will should bo set out at 
greater length than we have seen neces- 
sary above. Let it be remembered that 
clauses, 1, 2, 3 and 4 are made applic- 
able to Musammat Dilraj Kuar by clause 
8 of the Will. In clause 1 Sher Bahadur 
Singh sets out that his wife shall he 
malik and in possession of the whole of 
his property moveable and immoveable, 
the taluka. To this devise there is in this 
paragraph no qualification whatever; and 
this is one of the four clauses which are 
distinctly made applicable to Musammat 
Dilraj Kuar in the event of her 

taking the estate. In paragraph 2 
Sher Bahadur Singh says: it, shall bo 
incumbent upon the aforesaid wife to keep 
up the maintenance (yuzara) of my bhaicaj 
(sister-in-law).” This sister-in-law is the 
widow of the previous talukilar Dan 
Bahadur Singh, who died without leaving 
any issue. This clause is also made 

incumbent upon Musammat Dilraj Kuar. 


Clause 3 provides that the aforesaid legatee 
is to perform the marriages of both the 
daughters at proper places according to the 
custom obtaining in the family, and to 
mete out the same treatment as it is the 
duty of parents to do both before and 
after the marriages. This clause is also 
made incumbent upon Musauimat Dilraj 
Kuar. So far it is fairly plain sailing. 
Clause 4 prescribes: After me my wife 
shall be full proprietor and in possession 
of the entire ilaqa left by me and the 
whole of my property moveable and im- 
moveable; but it shall not be competent to 
her to execute any deed of any description in 
favour of her personal relations. I do by 
this written instrument authorise her to 
adopt either of my daughters, or, if a son 
is born to either of them, then the 
daughter’s son, or any other boy of the 
family; and the adopted son aforesaid shall, 
from the date of adoption, acquire all 
those rights, subject to the terms of the 
deed of adoption, as my own son, had he 
been in existence, would possess.” Claused 
prescribes that the wife shall maintain the 
respect and dignity of the family and keep 
the tenantry contented, while clause 7 
indicates that the Will shall have no 
operation, if a son were born to the testator 
and be alive at his death Clause 5 refers 
to the maintenance of Musammat Dilraj Kuar 
in the event of the wife succeeding to the 
estate and it is evident that this clause would 
have to be omitted where Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar were succeeding. In making clauses 
1, 2, 3 and 4 applicable to Musammat 

Dilraj Kuar by clause 8, Sher Bahadur 
Singh says that in the event of his wifo 
dying, without performing the marriages or 
making a Will, bis mother shall be the 
owner and malik of the whole of the 
property left by the deceased, and on his 
mother dying without making a Will (bila 
ivasiyat Jaut karc ), both of his daughters 
will become malik (owners) of the estate 
and the property, moveable and immoveable, 
left by the deceased. 

The power to make a Will indicates that 
Sher Bahadur Singh intended to confer 
on his wife, had she survived, and also 
on his mother, if his wife died intestate, 
an absolute estate. The power to impose 
any terms on the rights of the adopted 


(7) 33 imk Cas. 988; (1910) 1 M. W. N. 190. 
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son in the deed of adoption also indicates 
that the ladies could reserve their rights or 
powers in the estate, if they chose, when 
making the adoption. Such a reservation 
would not be illegal [ Visalakshi Ammal v. 
Sivaramien (8)]. The restraint imposed on 
the ladies against their executing any deed 
of any description in favour of their per- 
sonal relations is an indication that the 
testator recognized that the power of transfer 
was less likely to be abused by them in 
favour of strangers than in favour of their 
personal relations, and he was, therefore, 
willing to leave them free to dispose of the 
property bequeathed otherwise, if they chose. 
A limited restraint of that character can 
have no other meaning. The use of the 
words malik ” (owner) in clause 8 and 
malik kamil ” (full proprietor) in clause 4, 
which was made applicable to the mother 
without any restraint except the one restrain- 
ing transfers in favour of personal re- 
lations, is also consistent with the above 
view. In Surajmani v. Rabi Nath Ojha (9) 
it was held by their Lordships of the Privy 
Council that the use of the word malik 
implied absolute ownership, unless there was 
anything in the context or surrounding 
circumstances to qualify such meaning. In 
this case, as in the one which their Lord- 
ships were considering, the context and the 
powers conferred strengthened the presump- 
tion that the word was intended to bear 
its proper technical meaning. In Tikram 
Singh v. Chet Kunwar (10), where a Will was 
made by a person in favour of his wife 
declaring her to be the lawful owner of his 
property after his death, just as he was, 
with power to make a bequest in favour of 
any person she chose, it was held that the 
testator transferred to his wife the full power 
of ownership such as he himself possessed, 
and that the power to execute a Will in 
the way he himself could, indicated that 
his widow was to have an absolute estate. 

A limited restraint on alienation implies a 
power to alienate outside the limits of that 
restraint, and as pointed out by Jarman, 
such restraint is valid, if it is limited to 

(8) 27 M. 577. 

(9) 3D A. 84; 5 A. L. J. 67; 12 C. W. N. 231; 18 M. 
L. J. 7; 10 Bom. L. R. 59; 7 C. L. J. 131; 3 M. L. T. 
144; 35 I. A. 17 (P. C.). 

(10) 2 Ind. Cas. 924; 12 0. C. 157. 


4V5 


a particular member or class of persons 
(Jarman on Wills, Volume 1, page 562, and 
Majumdar’s Hindu Wills, pages 348 and 
349). 

It is contended on behalf of Sitla Bakhsh 
Singh that the restraint on the diversion 
of property by transfer to the personal re- 
lations of the legatee, read with the power 
of adoption given to the legatee, indicated 
that the testator intended to confer a 
succession of life-estates, and to prevent 
his property from going outside the family. 
But had that been his intention, it is 
unlikely that he would have conflned the 
restraint on alienation only to the personal 
relations of the legatee. A power to make 
a bequest is, moreover, inconsistent with an 
intention to confer successive life estates- 
and so is a power to make an adoption! 
In the present case, the legatee was not 
directed by the Will to make an adoption. 
The testator gave permission to adopt, and 
at the same time recognized the right of 
the legatee to impose such terms as she 
thought tit in the deed of adoption. The 
decisions in Musammat Salta v. Kashi Nath 

(11) and Punchoo Money Dossee v. Troylucku 
Mohiney Vossee (12), relied on on behalf 
of Thakur Sital Singh, do not apply, be- 
cause in those cases no power to devise was 
granted by the Will. The circumstances in 
Moulvie Mohamed Shumsool Hooda v. Shewuk - 
ram (6) and Radha Prasad Midlick v. Ranee 
Mani Dassee (13) were also different. As 
pointed out in Toolsi Bass Kurmokar v. 
Madan Gopal Bey (14), an authority to adopt 
given by a Will does not necessarily imply 
in every instance that the widow to whom 
the authority is given has only a life-estate. 
The intentions of the testator must be 
gathered from the terms of the Will itself 
which may vary in each instance. I n the 
present case there are several indications, 
apart from the use of the word malik , in 
the Will, of a desire to confer an absolute 
estate, untrammelled by any conditions other 
than this that the legatee was not to 


(11) 9 O. C. 119. 

(12) 10 C. 342; 8 Ind. Jur. 440; 
229. 


5 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 


(13) 3o U. 896; 12 C. W. N. 729; 35 I A lift. * 
M. L. T. 23; 18 M. L. J. 287; 5 A L J 460- in r. 
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(14) 28 C. 499. 
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execute any deed of any description in 
favour of her personal relations. We have 
no hesitation, therefore, in finding that the 
estate to which Mnsammat Dilraj Kuar 
succeeded under the Will of Sher Bahadur 
Singh was an absolute estate, subject to the 
limitation above described, and as held m 

Tripurari Pal v. Jagat Tar ini Dasi (15), the 
gift over in favour of Mnsammat Sheoraj 

Kuar was null and void. 

We have nowto consider whether Mnsammat 
Dilraj Kuar executed a Will on the 26th 
February 1912 in favour of Mnsammat Sheoraj 
Kuar. We have to consider not only whether 
she actually executed a Will but whether, if 
she did, she knew and understood the contents 
and effect of the instrument. She was a 
pardanashin lady. The document, purporting 
to be the Will, which is Exhibit No. A 2, 
purports to have been executed and registered 
on the 26th February 1902. The case, as 
put for those who found upon this Will, is 
that Mnsammat Dilraj Kuar produced a 
draft Will which at a personal interview 
she asked one Ajudhia Prasad Kayastha, a 
resident of the town, to write out and 
explain. Ajudhia Prasad, therefore, faired 
out the Will, explaining the provisions 
thereof as he went along. Meanwhile some 
one had gone to fetch the Sub- Registrar, 
who appeared before the W ill had been 
executed. He took the Will from Ajudhia 
Prasad and himself read and explained it 
word by word.. The lady then signed the 
Will, and it was accepted for registration, 
and duly endorsed. The Will purports to 
have been attested by Ragluibar Daynl 
and Chandrika Bakhsh Singh, but only 
Ajudhia Prasad and Ranghubar Dayal 
have been produced. A grievance was made 
in this Court that Chandrika Bakhsh Singh 

was summoned for examination several times 
on behalf of some of the defendants-appellants 
but he could not be examined on the date last 
fixed, as he was unwell; and that the Sub- 
ordinate Judge did not allow further oppor- 
tunity for summoning him again and getting 
him examined. On the 5th May 1916 wo 
passed an order directing the Court below 
to summon Chandrika Bakhsh Singh, 
and to allow the defendants appellants 


(15) 17 I ml. Fas. G!H>; 40 I. . 
13 M. L. T. 1; ( 1913 ) M. W. N. 

fciom. L. K. 7 40 t . ^ 1 (V. ( . 
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to produce him; but when Chandrika 
Bakhsh Singh appeared they refused to 
examine him. His examination would prob- 
ably have thrown a Hood of light on the 
circumstances under which the \V ill and some 
other documents to which we shall have 
occasion hereafter to refer, were executed or 
obtained, as also on the nature of the negotia- 
tions which took place in regard to the 
proposed marriage of Mnsammat Sheoraj 
Kuar with a son of Sheo Ghulam Singh and 
the reasons which led to the engagement 
being broken off. The failure of the defendants, 
appellants to produce him is an indication 
that his evidence, if he had been examined, 
would have been unfavourable to them. 

The very circumstances attendant upon the 

supposed execution and registration of the 
Will are not to our minds by any means 
free* from suspicion. This lady, Thakurain 
by caste, was the widow of a tnlukdar t 
mother of another talukdar , and was herself 
the absolute owner of the talnka at the 
time this Will is supposed to have been 
executed: yet the only persons who could 
be found to prove its execution by her are 
her brother’s son, Chandrika Bakhsh Singh, 
and two Kayasthas. These two latter 
persons admit that, bendes relations, 
Mnsammat Dilraj Kuar had about thirty 
servants. They say that being pardanashin 
she did not appear before any of these 
persons, but that she did appear before 
them. They both pretend to have been 
long connected with this Estate. Raghubar 
Dayal purports to have been paid 2 annas 
a day seventeen years ago to teach Hindi to 
Sher Bahadur Singh, a gentleman whom, 
Righubar Dayal himself says, was at school 
for seven or eight years at Nawabganj, and 
who, from the fact that he is alleged to have 
himself dictated his Will, had evidently 
received a considerable education in his 
youth. Ajudhia Prasad professes to have 
taught Mnsammat Sheoraj Kuar Hindi for 
a few years, and to have been paid 
4 annas a day at the time be did 

so. Now judging from tho manner in 
which servants are employed upon those big 
estates, it would be most unlikely that 
these two persons should have been em- 
ployed at a daily wage in this manner. 
It was suggested in argument that there 
are large estate accounts, and that the 
names of these two persons do not appear 
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therein. If they had been paid by the 
month, with or without food, some trace 
of this would have been found in the 
accounts; and it is for this reason no doubt 
that they describe connection in the above 
manner. Ajudhia Prasad also figures as the 
scribe of two curious documents, Exhibits 
El and E-2of Rs. 50,000 and Rs. !0,0C0 
respectively, executed in 1903, of a receipt, 
Exhibit C-38 cf 1909, which is also parti- 
cularly doubtful, and of another receipt, 
Exhibit C-40, purporting to be of about 
the same date as Exhibit 0-38. To these 
we shall have occasion to refer again. It 
does not appear whence Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar could have obtained this draft. If 
she had it ready with her, and if it were 
a fact that she called upon Ajudhia Prasad 
to explain all the details as he faired the 
document out, it would follow that she had 
not studied the draft; and that some 
person had prepared for her a draft 
Will which she was having faired out 
without having considered its provisions. 
It should have been easy to prove how 
the draft came into her possession, and who 
wrote it, and from whom that person who 
wrote it obtained his instructions. The 
story as told is not at all a likely one, 
unless there were something underhand 
going on. The question again arises how 
the Sub- Registrar came to be sent for at 
such a time, when there was no document 
for him to register. Musammat Dilraj Kuar 
is supposed to have been very carefully 
examining the details of the Will as it 
was being faired out; and from this it 
would follow that, if the provisions of 
this Will were not in accordance with her 
desire, she would not sign it; and this 
would make it all the more unlikely that 
the Sub- Registrar should have been sent 
for before the document was signed at all. 
A Sub- Registrar would ordinarily be sent 
for to receive the presentation of an exe- 
cuted document, and to register it. It is, 
therefore, surprising that he should have 
taken an inchoate document from the hands 
of Ajudhia Prasad and have explained it 
carefully to the lady at all. This premature 
arrival of the Registering Officer, together 
with the unexplained appearance in the 
lady’s hand of the draft which she had 
not understood, indicates very strongly that 
there was some one behind the scenes, 


who had produced a draft of a Will which 
she was to execute and have registered at 
once. The above are points of suspicion 
which at once arise before the Will itself 
even comes to be looked at. 

We now proceed to examine the Will 
itself. The Will commences by noticing that 
Sher Bahadur Singh talnkdar , the son of 
Musamviat Dilraj Kuar, had executed a 
Will on the 1st December 1895 in which 
he had admitted his wife as the first 
successor, Musammat Dilraj Kuar as the 
next malik and qabiz, if his wife died 
without making a Will, and after her his 
two daughters Musammat Sheorj Kuar and 
Raghuraj Kuar, in case Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar similarly left no Will. It goes on 
to recite that on the death of the Thakur 
Saheb mutation was effeoted in Dilraj 
Kuar’s own favour, arid that she took 
possession subject to the conditions of 
clauses 1, 2, 3 and 4 of that Will. It 
refers then to the fact that she has an 
authority to adopt according to clause 4, 
and that she is trying heart and soul to 
comply with clause 3, so that the marriage 
of Musammat Sheoraj Kuar may be per- 
formed early according to the custom of 
the family; and so that Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar shall be malik after her as the Thakur 
Saheb had in his Will desired, when at 
the same time he authorised Musammat 
Dilraj Kuar to adopt Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar s issue. The Will on this point is in 
the original obscure, and we have preferred 
to retain that obscurity in this resume. It 
continues that Sheoraj Kuar is still a minor, 
and not yet married, and that it is, there- 
fore, Musammat Dilrai Kuar’s duty as regards 
clause 4 to make a declaration of her final 
opinion (izhar rai qatai). Therefore she 
agrees (that is the word used) that she 
will remain malik and qabiz during her 
lifetime, and that after her Musammat 
Sheoraj Kuar, etc., shall be malik and qabiz 
according to the second portion of the 8th 
clause of Sher Bahadur Singh’s Will, and 
according to this present document ; and 
that after her “her eldest male issue, 
generation after generation, and her husband 
shall be proprietor and in possession of the 
taluka ; and the property shall remain in 
the family of the aforesaid daughter’s hus- 
band. No one else shall have any rights 
of any kind in the property left by him, 
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because according to Act I of 1869 Mnsam • 
mat Sheoraj Kuar has the right to be the 
legal heir and Thakur Sher Bahadur Singh 
has in his Will appointed her heir.” The 
document goes on to prescribe that if 
Musammat Sheora.j Kuar be a minor at 
the time of Thaknrain Dilraj Knar’s 
death, the Government shall take the Estate 
under its protection, and the Deputy Com- 
missioner shall select a guardian; if she be 
not married, he shall have to arrange for her 
marriage. This is an unusual document. 
It teems with legal expressions, all of which 
Ajudhia Prasad states that he explained to 
the lady, but many of which he, when 
pressed to do so, was unable to explain 
himself. References to Thakur Sher Bahadur 
Singh’s Will, with its date, and with the 
numbers of the clauses, look large in this 
dooumont and they were, it seems to us, 
evidently inserted in order to catch the 
attention of Musammat Dilraj Kuar, and to 
make her imagine that she was simply 
carrying out her son’s wishes. The early 
portions of the document seem to suggest 
that she was about to make an adoption, 
though she does not do so; and the declara- 
tions that along with Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar her husband shall be the heir and 
that the property shall ever remain in 
that husband’s family, are conveniently sand- 
wiched in between expressions which will 
attract the lady’s attention, such as a refer- 
ence to the second portion of clause 8 of the 
Will dated 1st December 1895, executed 
by Sher Bahadur Singh deceased, and a 
reference to Act 1 of 1869 under which 
Musammat Sheoraj Kuar is regarded as 
having a right to be the legal heir. Ajudhia 
Prasad’s scribing certain sale-deeds shows 
that lie is a person who has some measure 
of understanding as to how documents are to 
be drafted. Chandrika Baklish Singh is the 
person who was interested in the manage- 
ment of the estate since the death of Sher 
Bahadur Singh, the person who had interested 
himself in the money transactions between 
Dilraj Kuar and Sheo Ghulam Singh and 
was himself a relation of the lady; and it 
seems unlikely, therefore, that such a con- 
fused document as this Will could have been 
prepared by one under t’»e superintendence 
of the other, unless there were some concealed 

motives. 


In considering the provisions of this so- 
called Will, it is impossible not to consider 
also the facts of certain money lending 
transactions, and also the subsequent history 
of Musammat Sheoraj Kuar’s ^marriage 
relations. Thakur Sher Bahadur Singh had 
borrowed certain moneys from Tnakur 
Mahabir Singh who had left a widow named 
Musammat Motimala Kuar. Musammat 
Motimala Kuar had three daughters, Mnsam - 
mit Sarjudei, Musammat Bishundei and 
Musammat Pragdei. M nsummat Sarjudei 
was married to Sheo Dayal Singh, son of 
Sheo Ghulam Singh, who was himself a son 
of Sheodat Singh. Musammat Bishundei was 
married to Sheopal Singh, brother of Sheo 
Dayal Singh. These two brothers, there- 
fore, married two sisters, daughters of 
Musammat Motimala Kuar, to whom the 
estate of Sher Bahadur Singh was indebted. 
Sheo Ghulam Sinah had a third son Durga 
Bakhsh Singh. It is alleged that negotia- 
tions were in progress to marry Musammat 
Sheoraj Kuar to this Durga Bakhsh Singh. 
Sher Bahadur Singh’s transactions with Thakur 
Mahabir Singh had taken place in 1893 
(Exhibit F.-l), in 1S98 (Exhibit F-2) and 
again in 1898 (Exhibit E 5). Negotiations 

for Musammat Sheoraj Kuar’s marriage were 
suddenly broken off in June or July 1904-. 
The Will under discussion was registered in 
1992. It is argued that Sheo Ghulam Singh 
had been approached with reference to this 
marriage as early as 1902 and that the 
present Will was cunningly devised at his 
instigation to ensure his son’s position after 
marriage. There is no evidence to show 
when the negotiations about the marriage 
of Musammat Sheoraj Kuar with the third 
son of Sheo Ghulam Singh were started, 
but they were probably started early enough, 
that, is soon after the death of Sher 
Bahadur Singh; because Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar was an old lady, and she was pre- 
sumably anxious to see that her grand- 
daughter’s marriage was arranged in her 
lifetime. Now Sher Bahadur Singh was 
heavily indebted. In 1903 two mortgage- 
deeds were executed on behalf of Musammat 
Dilraj Kuar in favour of the two sons 
and one grandson of Sheo Ghulam Singh, 
Exhibit E-l for Rs. 50,000 dated the 1st 
April 1903, and Exhibit E-2 for Rs. 10,000 
dated the 2nd April 1903. These were 
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written on succeeding days, and by Ajudhia 
Prasad. The consideration for this second 
document was Rs. 10,000 to be taken 
by the mortgagees towards the expenses 
of the marriage of Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar to Durga Bakhsh Singh, and 

Rs. 10,000 out of the first document 
was also to be devoted to that purpose, 
R 9 . 40,000 being borrowed to pay up 
debts of Sher Bahadur Singh. At the 
time of registration, Rs. 15,000 was 
admitted to have been already received, 
although no reoeipt was produced; and the 
balance was supposed to have been paid to 
Musammat Dilraj Kuar at the time of re- 
gistration. Debts to an aggregate total of 
Rs. 28,271-2-3 were paid; and either receipts 
have been produced, or evidence has been led, 
showing that payment was duly certified 
to the Courts in the oases where a decree 
had been obtained, but in all these cases, 
the payments were shown as made through 
the instrumentality of Sheodat Singh, father 
of Sheo Ghulam Singh, and not through 
Musammat Dilraj Kuar, to whom the money 
was supposed to have been paid. Sheo 
Dayal Singh and Sheopal Singh, the husbands 
of the two daughters of Musammat Moti- 
mala Kuar, both died. When they died 
is not quite clear; but it is said that the 
marriage negotiations were broken off, because 
these two young men having died, Musammat 
Dilraj Kuar came to the conclusion that 
this was an unlucky family. Still more 
so would this have been apparent to 
Musammat Motimala Kuar, whose two daugh- 
ters had become widows, through the death 
of these two young men. But we find that 
Durga Bakhsh Singh, who was supposed 
to have been rejected as unlucky by Musammat 
Dilraj Kuar, was then married to Musammat 
Pragdei, the sister of the two unfortunate 
widows. We are inclined to believe that 
there is something suspicious in the whole 
tale, and that the real reason for breaking 
off the connection with Sheo Ghulam Singh’s 
family has been carefully concealed. The 
result of the rupture was at once apparent. 
In June 1904 Musammat Dilraj Kuar, 
losing the support of Sheo Ghulam Singh, 
was pressed for payment by Musammat 
Motimala Kuar’s family; and documents were 
executed in the name of the three ladies. 
Musammat Sarjudei of the three is now 


dead and is represented by Harpal Singh, 
her son, who is, it will be remembered, 
also the grandson of Sheo Ghulam Singh. 
The first transaction on this occasion was 
a deed for Rs. 40,000 (Exhibit F-3 dated 
8th June 1904). By this deed the three 
documents Exhibits F-l, F-2, and F-5 were 
paid off, and Rs. 10,000 were supposed to 
have been left to pay Sheo Ghulam Singh’s 
descendants, the mortgagees in Exhibits E- 
1 and E-2. On the same date a second docu- 
ment Exhibit F-4 was executed in favour 
of the same three ladies for Rs. 6,000 
without interest, and all was left to pay 
the above mortgagees. The reasons for these 
payments are not stated in the documents. 
This transaction was followed by a mort- 
gage-deed (Exhibit E-38), dated the 5th 
July 1904, in favour of Sheo Ghulam Singh’s 
descendants, the mortgagees of Exhibit K-l 
and E-2. According to this document the 
liability to them under the two documents 
Exhibit E-l and E-2 had amounted with 
interest to Rs. 63,375. It is noted that 
of the . money borrowed under these two 
documents Rs. 27,375 had not been spent, 
and were returned to the mortgagees; that 
Rs. 16, COO were to be repaid by Musammat 
Sarjudei, etc. (see Exhibits E 3 and F-4); 
and that the balance of Rs. 20,000 was 
the sum for which this bond was executed. 
It is a suspicious fact that two documents 
Exhibits E-l and E-2 were executed on 
succeeding days, when one document would 
apparently have sufficed. And that suspicion 
is very materially enhanced when we find 
two documents, Exhibits F-3 and F-4, drawn 
up in dealing with the representatives of 
Mahabir Singh. The handing back of the 
unspent balanoe is clearly a pretence, when 
we remember that although the money is 
said to have been paid to Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar when Exhibit E-l and Exhibit E-2 were 
registered, such debts, as were paid off, were 
paid off through Sheodat Singh, in * whose 
custody that money had evidently remained. 
Evidently some serious rupture occurred 
that led Sheo Ghulam Singh to press 
for immediate payment of the documents 
Exhibits E-l and E-2, It appears to us 
that, having been satisfied that his son’s 
prospects were good after the execution of 
this Will in 1902, Sheo Ghulam Singh 
then arranged in a friendly way to take 
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over the liabilities of the estate by having 
mortgages executed in favour of his 
immediate descendants, except the debts 
due on Thakur Mahabir Singh’s mortgages, 
which were already secured to his daughters- 
in-law, and about which it was not necessary 
for him, therefore, to trouble. He paid 
off those debts, and secured in the mort- 
gage bonds ample provision in cash for 
himself, as a return for the proposed 
marriage of his son with Sheoraj Kuar. 
When the breach occurred, he would have 
nothing more to do with tbe Instate and de- 
manded back at once the money which he 
had paid in clearing the Estate debts. At 
the time when this was done, fictitious 
transactions took place. He was paid off: but 
the opportunity was taken to deceive the 
lady into executing Exhibit E 38 for 
Rs. 20,000 when, if anything, only a nominal 
sum was due, and Exhibit E-3, for 
Rs. 10,030 too much, and Exhibit E-4 for a 
fictitious sum of Rs. 0,000. It is noteworthy 
that it was arranged that if interest were 
not paid the mortgagees were, under Exhibit 
E-38, to 1>6 entitled to olaim possession: 
Umrao Singh says that Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar would not give up possession because 
so much was mortgaged: and they evidently 
did not dare to insist lest her eyes be opened: 
but we find them taking possession, after 
her death, in 1907. Chandrika Hakhsh 
Singh had either attested or was present at 
the time of the execution of most of these 
documents; and it is possible that had 
Chandrika BakhGi Singh been put forward 
by any party to the case at an early stage, 
his evidence or a searching cross-examination 
might have revealed the true nature of 
many of these transactions, which at present 
are enveloped either in mystery or suspicion. 
As it is the impression left by a close study 
of these transactions and the evidence is 
that Musammat Dilraj Kuar was being 
exploited by Sheo Ghulam Singh and those 
around her to further their own interests, 
and that the Will was only the first of a 
series of transactions worked out between 
Sheo Ghulam Singh and Chandrika Bakhsh 
Singh, advantage being taken by them of the 
intense anxiety of Musammat Dilraj Kuar to 
secure an early and satisfactory marriage for 
her one grand -daughter, Musammat Sheoraj 
Kuar. Slier Bahadur Singh had not been 


dead long, and there was otherwise no 
occasion why Musammat Dilraj Kuar should 
have executed this Will at this particular 
time. It does not seem to us an unduly 
strained presumption that, recognising her 
anxiety, which undoubtedly existed, to see 
her grand-daughter successfully married, 
Sheo Ghulam Singh should have said, “I will 
not enter into negotiations for the marriage 
of my son to Sheoraj Kuar, unless you make 
definite disposition of the property, so that he 
shall be safeguarded.” 

Looking at it in this way, the so called Will 
may be taken as tbe first stage in the 
marriage arrangements. A draft was then 
prepared so cleverly that Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar should seem to be simply echoing her 
son’s desire. The Willis written in such 
confused language that we should in any case 
find it hard to believe that Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar could possibly have understood what it 
all meant or realise that it did not even 
represent accurately what Sher Bahadur 
Singh had directed in his Will. Certain 
prominent phrases therein would attract her 
attention, and that no doubt is what tbe 
framers of the draft had in their 
mind. 

We have examined with care the evidence 
of Ajudhia Prasad and of Raghubar Dayal, 
the second Kayastha who is supposed to have 
identified the lady at the time of registration. 
There are many discrepancies where discre- 
pancies might not have been expected, and we 
cannot but think it extremely doubtful 
whether Ajudhia Prasad and Raghubar Dayal 
at any rate witnessed any signature of Dilraj 
Kuar upon this document. In discussing the 
monetary transactions which took place in 
1909 between Musammat Sheoraj Kuar ami 
certain defendants appellants, we shall show 
that Musammat Sheoraj Kuar was also a 
puppet in the hands of persons who were 
intent on lining their own pockets at the 
expense of the estate. This very Ajudhia 
Prasad Kayastha wrote out two receipts, 
which seem to us to betray the cloven 
hoof, in 1909. This continued exploitation 
of the unfortunate ladies is corroborative to 
our minds of the mala fides which we find 
existed in respect of this Will of Musammat 
Dilraj Kuar as far back as 1902. 

We are not prepared to say that the so- 
called Will of Musammat Dilraj Kuar was 
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a forgery. In fact the probabilities are 
that some kind of document or Will was 
taken from her. Upon this it is not neces- 
sary for us to pronounce a definite opinion, 
as we are satisfied for the above reasons that 
if the mechanical execution of the document 
by Musammat Dilraj Kuar be taken as proved, 
she certainly did not comprehend the nature 
of the document which she was signing. 

We now proceed to consider the question 
of succession to the absolute estate 
held by A fusammat Dilraj Kuar under the 
W^ill of She r Bahadur Singh. The learned 
Subordinate Judge has found that the succes- 
sion was governed by the rule of lineal 
primogeniture laid down in the sanad. Sec- 
tion 15 of the Oudh Estates Act (1 of 
1869), as it stood, before the U. P. Amend- 
ing Act III of 1910 was brought into 
force, declared that if any talukdar or 
grantee shall heretofore have transferred cr 
bequeathed, or if any talukdar or grantee 
or his heir or legatee shall hereafter transfer 
or bequeath to any person, not being a 
talukdar or grantee, the whole or any 
portion of his estate, and such person would 
not have succeeded according to the provi- 
sions of this Act to the estate or to a portion 
thereof, if the transferor or testator had died 
without having made the transfer and 
intestate, the transfer of and succession to 
the property, so transferred or bequeathed, 
shall be regulated by the rules, which 
would have governed the transfer of and 
succession to such property, if the 

transferee or legatee had bought the same 
from a person not being a talukdar or 
grantee. Musammat Dilraj Kuar was not a 
person who, but for the Will, would have 
succeeded to the estate of S her Bahadur 
Singh either under the sanad or under section 
22 of Act I of 1869 before it was amended, 
as the male paternal kinsmen of Sher 
Bahadur Singh, who would have been entitl- 
ed to step in under the rule of primogeniture, 
were alive. The succession to her in the 
present instance will, therefore, be regulated 
by the rules which would have governed 
the succession to such property, if the legatee 
had bought the same from a person not 
being a talukdar or a grantee. The result 
of the Will, in other words, to put it shortly, 
is to take the case, for the purposes of 
transfer or of succession to the property 

31 


bequeathed, out of the Act. The succession, 
being regulated as if such property had 
been acquired from a person not being a 
talukdar or grantee, is regulated by the 
ordinary provisions of Hindu Law. On the 
death of Musammat Dilraj Kuar, therefore, 
this property, in which she had an absolute 
estate, devolved on her husband’s heirs in 
order of their succession to him, she having 
left no daughter, no son, and no son’s son. 
It is strenuously argued that in consider- 
ing the ordinary law of succession in cases 
governed by section 15 of the Oudh 
Estates Act, reference must be made to 
the sanad ; and this argument is sought 
to be supported bs r a reference to the 
decision of their Lordships in Debi Bakhsh 
Singh v. Chandrabhan Singh (16). That case, 
however, has no application whatever to the 
circumstances of the present case. In that 
case their Lordships were discussing section 
22 of the Oudh Estates Act, which dealing 
with an intestacy provides in paragraph 11 
or in default of any such agnate, then to such 
person as would have been entitled to suoceed 
to the estate under the ordinary law, to 
which persons of the religion and tribe of 
such talukdar or grantee are subject.” 
Where this section has to be applied in a 
list III or list \ case, their Lordships have 
ruled that by reason of the sanad read with 
section S of Act I pf 1869 lineal primogeni- 
ture must be taken to be a part of the 
ordinary law of such talukdar or grantee. 

But a case of succession to which section 
22, sub-section 11, applies is a case of succes- 


sion witnin the Act, a case of succession t 

a 1 . T « -w 




the talukdar or grantee. The present case, 
as we said before, is a case to which section 15 
applies, a case which for the purposes of sue- 
cession is outside the Act, a case which has to 
be considered, as if the transferor was not 
a talukdar or grantee. 

_It is again argued that although the. 
case may be taken outside the Act, yet the , 
effect of the sanad still remains, because of 
the existence of the Crown Grants Act (XV 
of 1895), and we are referred to certain 

remarks of their Lordships in Sheo Singh v. 

Baghubans Kunwar { 17), where they observ 

19 nr r n< L? aS * 7245 32 A - 599: 14 C - W * N. 1010;. 

I? C * L - J - 308; 8 M. L. T. 273; 7 A. L. J. 1122; 12 

I A168 Va>: 13 °* °- .*>*•* -J- 917, 3 

(17) 27 A. 634; 15 M. L. J. 352; 8 O. C 3*7- 9 C 
W. N. 1009; 2 C. L. J. 194 (P. C.). 7 ’ ' ' 
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ed: “Whatever force such a contention might 
otherwise have had appears to their Lord- 
ships to be removed by the Act to which 
their attention was called, Act XV of 1895 
(The Crown Grants Act).” It is said that 
no legislative enactment can prevent the 
operation of the sanad in view of section 3 
of that Act. But section 3 of Act XV of 
189' r > is now controlled by the explanation 
appended and alterations made in section 3 

of Act I of 1 869 by U. P. Act III of 1901, 

which have been given retrospective operation. 

The retrospective enforcement of section 
3 as amended, would in this case have the 
effect not of divesting any estate but of 
keeping it where it was; for, as laid down 
i„ the explanation, the conditions of the 
san'id relating to succession would be in- 
applicable in so far as they may be in- 
consistent with section 15 of the Act, which 
applies in this case. The amendment of 
the Act brings the language of the section 
into line with the interpretation put upon 
it in Brij Imlcu Bahadur Singh v. Ranee 
Janki Kocr (18) before the Act was amended. 
The Crown Grants Act was not passed 
with any idea of superseding or in any 
way qualifying the provisions of Act I of 
1839 or of any particular Act; nor of 
creating or reviving any particular sanad. 

It is not an Act having application only 
to the Province of Oudh, but it is an 
imperial Act, extending to the whole of 
British India. It was enacted to ensure 
that no question could arise as to the 
right of the Government, by an executive 
order, to create a line of succession contrary 
to the ordinary law. A similar point 
was raised before a Bench of this Court 
consisting of Chamier and Wells, A. J.Cs. in 
Musammat Parbati Knar v. Ram Chandrapal 
Knar (19), where the point appeared so 
clear and simple to the learned Judicial 
Commissioners that an argument as to the 
effect of section 3 of the Act l of 1839 
was simply brushed aside with the remarks: 
“Upon this wo think it is sufficient to say 
that it is quite clear from sections 2 and 
3 0 f the Crown Grants Act- read together 
that the Act has no such effect.” Find- 
ing that the succession to Musammat Dilraj 

08) 5 1. A. I, 1 C. 3. K. 318; 3 8ui. l\ 1*. J. 703; 
Haiti. 148; Uatique & Jackson's 1*. C. No. 48; 3 Sulh. 

i».C. J. ‘ l 74 (V. 0.). 

(ID) 8 O. C. 94. 


Kuar is in her husband’s heirs, and accept- 
ing the fact that section 5 of Act I ot 

1869 applies, the learned Subordinate Judge 
disregarded the effect of the amendment 
of section 3 and relied on the sanad , think- 
ing that the Crown C rants Act had 
revived it, and proceeded to apply the rule 
of primogeniture, by bolding that the word 

“successors” in 

Act I of 1 869 was enacted, as its pre- 
amble shows, to remove doubts as to the 
nature of the rights of the talukdars and 
others in their estates, and as to the 
course of succession thereto, and from the 
time this Act came into force, the nature 
of those rights, and the course of succes- 
sion thereto, are provided for and regulated 
entirely by section 8 and the other sections 

of the Act 

The sanad might be of some value in the 
case of an estate which never came under 
the Act at all, such as the Mahewa case, 
to which we have just referred, Sheo Singh 
v. Bayhubans Kumvar (17), or in a case under 
list 111 or list V where a reference is to 
he had to section 'll (ID to discover the 
heir, ns was the case in Debt Bakhsh Singh 
v. Chamlrabhan Singh (ll>); but where a 
case is governed by the provisions of the 
Act, that is either by section U or section 
15 of the Act, the provisions of the Act 
will supersede the sanad , if the sanad is 
inconsistent with them, by reason of the 
amendment made to section 3 of the Act. 
In a case governed by section 15, the 
ordinary Hindu Law would, therefore, apply 
and govern the succession to the estate of 
a Hindu transferee or legatee. 


But even if the learned Subordinate 
Judge lmd been right in referring to the 
sanad (and the parties are agreed, though no 
sanad is forthcoming, that Vhakur Ganga 
Bakhsh Singh’s sanad must have been in 
the ordinary known form of primogeniture 
sanad 9 as shown at page 383 of Sykes 
Compendium ot Talukdari Law), be ^>as 
not right in extending its operation to 
legatees. He has not given adequate weight 
to the interposition of the word hut be- 
tween the fust and second clauses of the 
second paragraph. There can be no doubt 
that what was created by the sanad was 
something like an estate in the nature 
of an entail with a power superadded in 


INDIAN OASES. 


Vol. XL] 

SITAL SINGH V. SITLA BAKHSH SINGH. 

the owner to break the entail, or, what 
might otherwise be described, as an 
absolute estate or an estate in fee simple 
with a rule of succession superadded to 
govern its devolution in case of intestacy. 

The owner could break the entail either 
by a transfer inter vivos or by a Will; 
and as the history and the circumstances 
under which the original sanads were 
withdrawn and fresh sanads containing the 
rule of primogeniture granted, set out at 
length in Ghulam Abbas Khan Bibi 

Ummatul Fatima (20), shows, the intention 
of those who were responsible for framing 
the sanads and making the grants was that the 
rule of succession laid down in the sanad was 
to apply, if the owner had not disposed of the 
property in his lifetime by transfer or bequest. 
The words “succeeded,” “successor” or 
succession” occur in the preamble to Act 
I of 1869 and in sections 8, 14, 15, 21, 
22, 23, 30 and 31 of the Act, which was 
drafted shorty after the sanads were granted. 
They are everywhere used to denote intestate 
succession; and that was also the meaning 
in which those words were used in the 
correspondence which passed between the 
Government of India and the Local Gov- 
ernment at or about the time when the 
san'ids were granted. 

The learned Counsel who appears for 
Thakur ^ Sital Singh contends that the 
word successor” means . in the sanads 
any person designated by devise as the 
successor to the whole or unalienated residue 
of the estate, and not a legatee not so 
designated; but in an ordinary alienable 
estate or an estate in fee simple, devolution 
of which is governed in the case of 
intestacy by Statute or personal law, there 
can be no suoh thing as designation of a 
successor, unless the successor is a legatee. 
We are not dealing here with Sovereign 
state or a principality, and the distinction, 
pointed out, would, in case no legatee is 
designated a successor, create practical 
difficulties of a serious kind. If a talukdar , 
for instance, for some perverse purpose of 
his own, makes a Will of the whole or 
part of an estate in favour of his sweeper, 
could it have been intended that the rule 
of lineal primogeniture would be the rule 
of succession in regard to that property 

(20) 31 Ind. Cas. 748; 18 0. C. 188; 2 O. L. J. 636. 
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in that sweeper’s family? Yet this is the 
effect of the interpretation which the 
learned Subordinate Judge has placed on 
the sanad. Neither party is prepared to 
endorse it. Successors” in a list III 
estate can only mean the procession of 
single male heirs; and, as their Lordships 
said in Balraj Kunwar v. Jagatpal Singh 
(21), if the prescribed line of succession is 
broken by a transfer or bequest of the 
entailed estate to a person outside the 
prescribed line, it seems not unreasonable 
that the father of the entail, such as it 
is, should no longer apply to the estate.” 

Our finding, therefore, is that the estate 
vested, upon the death of Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar, half upon the branch represented 
by Sitla Bakhsh Singh, and half upon the 
branch represented by Sital Singh and 
Debi Singh. Sital Singh and Debi Singh 
were originally admitted on the record as 
the legal representatives of Kirat Singh, 
but having been brought on the record, they 
had a right to protect their personal 
interests both as plaintiffs in the one 
suit, and as defendants in the other, under 
Order II, rule 5, read with section 11, 
explanation IY of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, irrespective of any rights whioh 
they inherited from Kirat Singh. The 
ground of lineal primogeniture, originally 
set up by Kirat Singh, has been 
given up in this Court by his legal 
representatives; and Mr. Jackson, who had 
argued the case for Sital Singh, has 
explicitly confined himself to the rights 
claimed by him and Debi Singh in their 
personal capacity, and also as the legal 
representatives of Kirat Singh under the 
Hindu Law. Virtually from the time of 
their arrival on the scene, they have been 
contending for more than they could have 
obtained technically as the legal representa- 
tives of Kirat Singh, and the opposite 
parties have all along been opposing their 
contentions. A formal amendment of the 
plaint as to the capacities in which the right 
was claimed was, therefore, allowed, to 
admit of a complete adjudication of the 
matters in controversy in these suits, and 

(21) 26 A. 393; 8 C. W. N. 699; 31 I. A. 132- 
1 A. L. J. 384; 7 O. C. 248; 11 Bom. L . R. 516- 8 
Sar. P. C. J. 639 (P. C.). * 
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obviate further litigation in regard to the 
matter. 

In the memorandum of appeal, filed 
in this Court, Sital Singh claims half 
the estate in his own right and as 
the legal representative of Kirat Singh. It 
appears that Debi Singh has transferred or 
relinquished his rights in favour of Sital 
Singh during the pendency of the suit 
under a registered deed dated the 25th 
February 1913, of which intimation was 
given by him to the Court below on the 
28th February 1913. Sital Singh h us, there- 
fore, become entitled to a half share. 

All that now remains is to deal with the 
position of various transferees from Mvsamma * 
Sheoraj Kuar and Musamn at Dilraj Kuar. 

The transferees from Mnsammat Sheoraj 
Kuar are defendants Nos. 2 to 4, the appel- 
lants in Appeal Nos. 25 of 1913. On 
their behalf is propounded a sale-deed for 

Rs. 19,200 (Exhibit C-34) dated the 28th 
January 1909. Execution of this sale-deed 
is admitted by the plaintiffs in both suits; 
but it is urged that, Mnsammat Sheoraj 
Kuar being a trespasser, she had no power 
to execute this sale-deed, and that any 
payments made thereunder by the vendees 
were mere payments as volunteers, and 
could not be allowed to bind the estate. 
Tha details of the consideration of tin’s sale- 
deed are written as follows: — 

Rs. 200 preliminary expenses for execu- 
tion, registration, etc., 

Rs. 8,000 to discharge a mortgage executed 
by Mnsammat Dilraj Kuar on the 
8th January 1901 in favour of the 
same vendees ; 

Rs. 1,200 advance protits in connection 
with the said mortgage; and 
Rs. 9,800, part to be utilized in discharg- 
ing the decree of one Asharti Lai 
and t lie rest to be held at the dis- 
posal of Mnsammat Sheoraj Kuar. 

The propriety of the mortgage of Musam - 
taat Dilraj Kuar dated the 8th January 

1901 (Exhibit C-3) is admitted by the 

plaintiffs. Mnsammat Dilraj Kuar mortgaged 
with possession a 4 annas share in village 
Mohsandi and a Held No. 387 2 in village 
Raipur for Rs. 8,000 in favour of theso 
vendees, defendants Nos. 2 to 4, with a 
condition that thoy should remain in pos- 
cession, taking profits in lieu of interest, 
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and that their possession should not 0 ^ 
disturbed for twelve years. This mortgage- 
deed for Rs 8,000 had been executed in 
great measure to discharge a prior mort- 
gage executed by Slier Bahadur Singh in 
favour of Shiam Sunder and Awadh Behari 
in )893 (Exhibit C-l). The lower Court 
has found that the defendants Nos. 2 to 4 are 
entitled to remain in possession as mortgaeees 
of 4-annas in village Mohsandi and of the 
Held in village Raipur, until they are 
redeemed on payment of Rs. 8,000. This, 

as we have said, is accepted by the plaintiffs; 
and we have no hesitation in agreeing 
with the learned Subordinate Judge that 
his Hnding in this matter is correct. It 
is hardly necessary to quote authorities for 
the proposition that a mere trespasser has 
no power to execute sales of land in his 
possession as trespasser; and that payments 
made by his transferees, they having no 
interest to protect, cannot be held binding 
upon the rightful owner. But at the 
same time we deem it advisable to make 
some reference to the details of this sale- 
deed, because we consider, as w T e have 
mentioned in an earlier portion of this 
judgment, that they go to show that the 
weakness of this pardanashin lady was being 
exploited in the interest of some scheming 
person, and thus go to justify our tinding 
as to the circumstances under which the 
so-called Will of Mnsammat Dilraj Kuar 
came to be executed. We may consider tirst 
Rs. 9,8f0, which was to be devoted to 
paying Aslmrti Lai’s decree, the balance to 
be held at tbs disposal of Mnsammat 
Sheoraj Kuar. Now Slier Bahadur Singh 
had executed a bond in favour of Asharti 
Lai on the 1st October 1898 for Rs. 2,0C0 
(Exhibit C 30). Asharti Lai obtained a 
simple money decree for no less than 
Rs. 9, 1 5th 2 0 on this bond against Mnsammat 
Sheoraj Kuar on 17th November 190b 
(Exhibit C-35). A suspicious alacrity to 
discharge this decree i9 betrayed. This 
sale-deed was executed on 28th January 
1909. Rs. 9,800 was left, as if the amount 
to be paid was uncertain. On the 27th 
May It 09 an application was made to the 
Court by Asharti Lai to certify the 
receipt of Rs. 8,750, which was Rs. 1,000 
less than the amount then due with 

interest (Exhibit C 36). The Court certified 
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payment on that same day (Exhibit C-37), 
It . is said that Rs. ) ,000 too little were 
paid to him as that sum was required 
by Musa inmat Sheoraj Kuar to pay an urgent 
revenue demand. Asharfi Lai being examin- 
ed swore that he had an interview with 
Musammat Sheoraj Kuar in May, who 
asked him to receive Rs. 1,000 less at that 
time because she had had to pay a Govern- 
ment demand. Exhibit C. 39, tahsil dakhila , 
is Bled which shows that on the 12th July 
1909 Rs. 1,523-10-5 were paid for revenue 
by Musammat Sheoraj Kuar. This is nearly 
two months after the time when according 
to AsharB Lai she had pleaded with him, on 
the ground that she had had to pay revenue. 
This money to pay Asharfi Lai had been 
left with the vendee; and if it became neces- 
sary for a portion of this sum to be diverted 
to pay revenue, the vendee could have paid 
it; but we find a receipt Exhibit C-38 dated 
the 10th July 1909 in the handwriting of 
Ajudhia Prasad, one of the gentlemen mixed 
up in the transaction of Musammat Dilraj 
Kuars’s so-called Will in 1 902, for Rs. 1,000 
paid to Musammat Sheoraj Kuar. There 
would remain, therefore, Rs. 50 to 
account for; and for this receipt Exhibit C-40 
was produced for Rs. 50, supposed to have 
been executed by Musammat Sheoraj Kuar 
on the 17th July 1909; and this also is in 
the handwriting of the same gentleman. To 
prove Exhibit C-38 two persons Ram Sarup 
and Gajadhar were put forward. Their 
evidence the lower Court has discredited, and, 
in our opinion, rightly so. Nor do we believe 
the evidence of Parshan Singh vendee 
himself, or of Angad Singh. The latter 
pretends that he saw the money paid to 
Musamm»it Sheoraj Kuar afc a time when 
Tahsil peons were seated waiting for a 
revenue demand; but even if that was so, 
it is possible that the payment may have 
been made out of the profits of the Estate. 
The property in the possession of Musammat 
Sheoraj Kuar yielded her, according to the 
rent roll of 1316 Fasti , a net profit of about 
Rs. 14,808 per annum. If Asharfi Lai had 
agreed to the revenue being paid out of the 
money left for the satisfactions of his decree, 
there is no reason why the payment should 
have been delayed so long. In our opinion 
these two receipts Exhibit C-38 and Exhibit 
C 40, if they do represent actual transactions, 
represent transactions for which no legal 


necessity is established. The item of 
Rs. 1,200 representing four years’ advance 
profits is also an unfair item. The mortgagees 
were by this sale-deed purporting to acquire 
the equity of redemption. Eight years had 
passed since the mortgage. In the mortgage- 
deed, it was arranged that the mortgage 
should not be redeemed for twelve years. 
The mortgagees put the annual net profits at 
Rs. 300, therefore, it was said they take 
Rs. 1,200 for the profits of the four years for 
which the mortgage had still to run. Even 
if it be taken that by remaining for four 
years longer in possession as mortgagees, they 
might have made Rs. 1,200 profits, then the 
mortgagees were themselves liable to pay the 
same, because they had purchased the equity 
of redemption; if as purchasers, they redeemed 
the mortgage four years earlier, they did so 
in their own interest. In our opinion, the 
sale effected by Musammat Sheoraj Kuar in 
favour of defendants Nos. 2 to 4 is not 
binding on the heirs of Musammat Dilraj 
Kuar, and the payments made by the 
vendees, other than what was credited in 
satisfaction of their prior mortgage, were 
voluntary and did not bind the estate. We 
agree, therefore, with the learned Subordinate 
Judge that the defendants Nos. 2 to 4, appel- 
lants in Appeal No. 125, are entitled to 
remain in possession as mortgagees of 4- 
annas of mauza Mohsandi and the field in 
Raipur under the mortgage-deed executed by 
Musammat Dilraj Kuar on the 8th January 
1901 until they are redeemed in the ordinary 
course. 

We now turn to Musammat Dilraj Kuar’s 
transactions, and here again we are in accord 
with the finding of the learned Subordinate 
Judge. 

Musammat Dilraj Kuar was a parlanashin 
woman, and it is not at all proved that she 
had any access to any legal advice or to any 
advice except that of Chandrika Bakhsh 
Singh, her brother’s son. We have already 
referred to the transactions Exhibit F-3 and 
Exhibit F-4, which purport to be loans from 
the daughters of Musammat Motimala Kuar, 
now represented by defendants Nos. 5, 6, 7, 
appellants in appeal No. 129 of 1914, 
taken to discharge prior encumbrances, 
Exhibits F-l, F-2, and F-5, the balance 
of Rs. 10,000 of Exhibit F-3, and the 
wh.de of Rs. 6,000 of Exhibit F-4 to be paid 
to Sheo Ghulam Singh’s relations, the morfc- 
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gagees under Exhibits E-l and E-2. It 
appears from the evidence that both Sheo 
Ghulam Singh and Musammat Motimala 
Kuar had extensive account books. But all 
are suppressed and it is sought to prove 
these transactions by oral evidence such as 
the statements of Sheo Charan and Darshan, 
which are untrustworthy. We agree with 
the lower Court that Rs. 16,000 must be 
taken as purely fictitious, and that, therefore, 
no rights arise out of Exhibit F-4. Exhibit 
P-3 we agree in upholding to the extent 
of Rs. 30,000 which is aoeepted by the 
plaintiffs in both the suits. The actual 
possession, therefore, of village Umri can be 
obtained by the plaintiffs by a formal 
redemption on payment of the mortgage- 
money found to be due. 

There remains to consider the mortgage 

bond for Rs. 20,000 (Exhibit E-38), which 
Musammat Dilra.j Kuar is said to have 
executed in favour of Sheo Ghulam Singh 
on the 5th July 1904. To this also we 
have above referred in some detail. This 
sum is supposed to represent the balance 
due under Exhibit E-l and Exhibit E-2 
after deduction of Rs. 16,000 which were 
to be received from the mortgagees of Exhibit 
F 3 and Exhibit P-4 and after refund of 
Rs. 27,375 by Musammat Dilraj Kuar. We have 
no hesitation in agreeing with the learned 
Subordinate Judire that the account which 
is supposed to have been made up when 
this bond was executed is an entire fiction; 
Musammat Dilra.j Kuar could not have 
understood, if mechanical execution be taken 
as proved, the arithmetical intricacies on 
which this document was based. The oral 
evidence is of a most unsatisfactory nature. 
We have been taken through it at great 
length and we have considered the elaborate 
comments for and against its reliability 
which have been pressed upon us; and we 
agree that the learned Subordinate Judge 
has rated it as highly as it deserved. The 
direct evidence, e. <7. , to prove the execution 
of Exhibit E-l and Exhibit E-2 consists of 
the statements of a pujni 7, a barber and a 
servant Ganesh, who drew Rs. 2 a month 
and his food from the Estate. 

It is important to notice, in respect of the 
transactions evidenced by Exhibit E-l and 
Exhibit E-2, that these two documents are 
simple and not usufructuary mortgages. 


The dealings with Parshan SiDgh etc., and 
with Tkakur Mahabir Singh had been by 
usufructuary mortgages. Yet only simple 
mortgages were executed for so large a sum 
as Rs. 60,000. Umrao Singh says, Musam - 
mat Dilraj Kuar would not consent to a 
transfer of possession, as so much property 
was being mortgaged. It seems to us quite 
evident that the real enormity of the transac- 
tion was being concealed from Musammat 
Dilraj Kuar and that the perpetrators were 
careful not to raise the lady’s suspicions by 
suggesting a transfer of the four villages hypo- 
thecated. But soon after her death, the 
mortgagee under Exhibit E-38 obtained posses- 
sion against the unfortunate Musammat 
Sheoraj Kuar, on the ground that interest 
was unpaid. We do not find it proved that any 
payments were made out of Exhibit E-l and 

Exhibit E-2, save and except Rs. 28,271 2-3, 

the payment of which is admitted by the 
plaintiffs. That, and no more, is all that 
Musammat Dilraj Kuar was liable to pay under 
Exhibit E-l and Exhibit E-2. According 
to Exhibit E-38, she did re pay Rs. 27,375. 
This is a curious sum. The learned Subordi- 
nate Judge finds that Rs. 896-2-3 that is 
to say the balance between Rs. 28,271-2-3 
and Rs. 27,375, remains to be adjusted, and 
for this he would refer defendants Nos. 5, 
8 and 9 to a separate suit. The plaintiffs 
have accepted this position; but there are 
certain points which we think call for 
remark. It is most probable that Rs. 27,375 
represents the actual expenditure. The 
mortgagees discharged a large number of 
debts, and it is probable that in some in- 
stances they came to terms with some of 
the creditors. Again they were put in 
possession of property, the profits o' which 
were to represent interest on Rs. 50,000 
whereas we aie finding that the outside 
figure spent was Rs. 28,271-2 3. And yet 
again if there remains Rs. 896-2-3 to be 
adjusted, they have been in possession since 
the 5th July 1904 in lieu of a debt of 
Rs. 890-2 3 only, and this may have been more 
than satisfied out of the usufruct. And this 
is made the more profitable when we 
consider the amount of mesne profits 
which the learned Subordinate Judge has 
decreed. What the learned Subordinate 
Judge has found, and the plaintiffs have 
accepted, is not that a sum of Rs. 89tJ 
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remains to be paid, but that it remains to 
be adjusted. We have very little doubt 
Considering all the circumstances, that no 
payments remain to be made, and we do 
not, therefore, propose, even if we assume 
that Musammat Dilraj Kuar understood or 
realized the effect of the instrument, to inter- 
fere with the equitably just decision of the 
learned Subordinate Judge that defendants 
Nos. 5, 8 and 9 cannot be allowed, for the 
reason that the accounts have not been 
adjusted, to keep the plaintiffs out of posses- 
sion. We have found that the preparation 
of Exhibit E-38, under which these defendants 
have professed to hold, did not represent a 
clear or an honest transaction, the amount 
remaining over in July 1904 for adjustment 
being no more than Rs. 896-2-3, against 
which the considerable profits realized, which 
were intended for the payment of the interest 
of a much larger but fictitious sum, were to 
be set off. The learned Subordinate Judge 
did quite right to adjudge mesne profits 
against them. No arguments have been ad- 
dressed to us on the question of the measure 
of profits, though there is a ground of appeal 
to that effect. The sum awarded by the 
lower Court appears to us to be proper, but 
that sum under our finding will be recover- 
able by Sitla Bakhsh Singh and Sital Singh 
in equal shares. 

On the above findings we allow the Appeals 
Nos. 126 and 127 of 1913 in part; we dismiss 
Appeals Nos. 125, 128 and 129 of 1913; and 
varying the decrees of the Court below, decree 
actual proprietary possession of one half of 
the entire property in dispute and a half 
share in the mesne profits decreed by the 
Court below in favour of Sital Singh; the 
claim of Sitla Bakhsh Singh being to that 
extent dismissed. The possession over the 
village Umri and the 4-annas share in 
Mohsandi and the field in village Raipur will 
be subject to the mortgagee rights of defend- 
ants Nos. 5, 6 and 7 and defendants Nos. 2 to 
4 respectively as above indicated. The decrees 
for possession can be executed against Sitla 
Bakhsh Singh who is admittedly in posses- 
sion of the entire property. The appellants 
in Appeals Nos. 145 and 127 will get their 
proportionate costs of both the Courts from 
Sitla Bakhsh Singh. The latter will get his 
proportionate costs in the said appeal also of 
bpth Courts from the said appellants, other 
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respondents bearing their own costs. The 
other three appeals are dismissed with costs; 
one set of costs is allowed, recoverable half by 
Sital Singh and half by Sitla Bakhsh Singh 
from the appellants in those appeals, the 
other respondents bearing their own oosts. 
We disallow the cross-objections in appeals 
Nos. 125, 128 and 129 filed by Sitla Bakhsh 
Singh; we make no order as to oosts thereof. 

Decree varied. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Civil Revision Petition No. 997 of 1916. 

February 1, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Broadway. 

AZIM — Plaintiff — Petitioner 

versus 

GOPI and others — Defendants — 

Respondents. 

Punjab Tenancy Act ( XVI of 1887), ss. 4 (12), 70 
(3j (j) — Jurisdiction of Civil and Revenue Courts — 
Suit by water-carrier to recover dues — Village cess. 

Village cesses such as haq buha , pooch h baki , etc., 
are cesses leviable by the proprietors of a village 
from non-proprietary residents or kammis and are 
dues leviable irrespective of any personal service 
rendered by them. [p. 488, col. 1.] 

A suit by a water-carrier against the proprietary 
body of the village to recover dues as payment for 
personal services based upon an entry in the wajib- 
ul-arz is not a suit to recover a village cess, and is, 
therefore, cognisable by a Civil and not by a Revenue 
Court, [p. 488, col. l.J 

Petition, under se3tion 25 of Act IX of 
1887, for revision of the order of the 
Munaif, first class, with powers of a Judge, 
Small Cause Court, Rohtak, dated the 
2nd September 1916 dismissing the suit. 

Mr. Badr-ud’Din Kureshi, for the Peti- 
tioner. 

Mr. Nanak C l iand Pandit , for the Re- 
spondents. 

JUDGMENT.— (1). The plaintiff in this 
case one Azim claimed to be a saqqa of 
village Sanghi, Tahsil Rohtak, and sought 
to recover Rs. 16-8-9 from the defend- 
ants, three of the bisivedars of the village, 
on the ground that according to the 
terms of the wajib-ul-arz he was entitl- 
ed, as saqqa of the village, to certain 
specified dues in return for his doing the 
•work of water-carrier at marriages and at 
the Qanips of officers on tour. The defend- 
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ants denied the plaintiff’s claim arid his 
suit was dismissed by the learned Munsif 
on the 2nd of September 1916. Against 
this dismissal he has preferred this revision 
and the only point for determination is 
whether the suit was cognizable by a Civil 
Court or a Revenue Court. 

(2). After hearing Mr. Badr-ud-Din 
for the petitioner and Mr. Nanak Chand 
Pandit for the respondents, it seems to 
me that the correct conclusion is that 
the suit is cognizable by a Civil Court. 
Mr. Badr-ud-Din urged that the claim 
related to “a village cess” within the 
meaning of section 4 (12) of the Punjab 
Tenancy Act and that, therefore, Revenue 
Courts alone could entertain the case under 
section 77 (3y ( 7 ). It seems to me, however, 
that the definition referred to does not 
apply. Village cesses such as hnq buha , 
poochh baki, etc., are cesses leviable by the 
proprietors of the village from non* proprietary 
residents or kammis and are dues leviable 
irrespective of any personal service rendered by 
the claimant. In the present case the plaintiff 
distinctly alleges that he renders personal 
service for which, according to the wajib - 
ul-arz, a fixed payment had been agreed 
upon; in other words, he is seeking to 
recover a contribution or due as payment 
for personal service and clearly, therefore, 

the definition referred to cannot be held 
applicable. 

(3). In these circumstances 1 hold that 
the suit is cognizable by a Civil Court. 
The learned Munsif had jurisdiction to try 
the case and there is no reason to interfere 
with his decision. The petition is, therefore, 
rejected with costs. 

Volition rejected. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER'S 

COURT. 

Civil, Revision No. 122 of 1910. 
September 15, 1910 

Present;— Pandit Kanlmiya Lai, A. J. C„ an 

i(r. Kendall, A. J. C. 

Musammnt FARID UN-NISA-Puintifk- 

Applicant 

versus 

M. MUKLIIAR AHMAD and others 

Defendants — Opposite Party 

( ml Procedure ( Al , y oj ]})()s; ( / r/ .. } 


— Pleadings— Plaint, amendment of — Inconsistent 

allegations — Court , position of. 

The rule that the Court is not to dictate to the 
parties how they should frame their case is one 
that ought always to be preserved sacred, subject to 
this limitation that the parties must not offend 
against the rules of pleadings, which have been laid 
down by the law, and introduce what is unnecessary 
or tends to prejudice, embarrass and delay the trial 
of the suit. [p. 489, col. 1.] 

Where in a suit for possession, the plaintiff denied 
tlio genuineness of the deed of icakf set up in defence 
and pleaded in the alternative that the deed had 
been obtained from her by the defendants by fraud 
and undue influence: 

Held, that there was nothing in the above allega- 
tions that could be regarded as likely to embarrass, 
delay or prejudice the trial, so as to justify the Court 
in taking action under Order VI, rule 10, Civil Pro- 
cedure Code. [p. 489, col. 1.] 

Civil revision against the order of the 
Subordinate Judge, Bara Banki, dated the 
16th August 1916. 

The Hon’ble Mirza Sami Ullah Beg and 
Mr. Haidar Husain , for the Applicant. 

Mr. Mumtaz Husain , for the Opposite Party. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an application for 
revision of an order, passed by the Sub- 
ordinate Judge of Bara Banki, directing 
the plaintiff to elect, which of two 
inconsistent allegations made in the plaint 
she desired to maintain. The plaintiff 
sues for possession of certain property, in 
regard to which a deed of wakf, purport- 
ing to have been executed by her, has 
been produced in evidence by the defend- 
ants. Pier allegation is that she did not 
execute that deed, and that the defendants, 
who were related to her, deceived her and 
falsely told her that in order to facilitate 
the management of her property and 
especially in view of the opposition of her 
paternal relations and as a matter of ex- 
pediency, she should get a deed completed 
suggesting thereby that the deed in ques- 
tion was obtained from her without her 
being actually told what it was by fraud 
and undue influence. There is nothing 
necessarily inconsistent in these allegations, 
but the learned Subordinate Judge treated 
them as inconsistent, and directed the 
plaintiff to elect which of those allega- 
tions she was going to maintain. In bis 
order the learned Subordinate Judge slates 
that of the two allegations, namely, that 
the deed was not genuine and that if it, 
was genuine, its execution was obtained 
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by fraud and undue influence, the plaintiff 
should stand by one so that the fair trial 
of the suit may not be embarrassed, relying 
obviously on the provisions of Order VI, 
rule 16 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 
whioh empowers a Court at any stage of 
the proceedings to order to be struck out 
or amended any matter in any pleadings, 
which may be unnecessary or scandalous 
or which may tend to prejudice, embarrass 
or delay the fair trial of the suit. But, 
as laid down by Bowen, L. J., in Knowles 
V. Roberts (1\ the rule that the Court is 
not to dictate to the parties how they 
should frame their case is one that ought 
always to be preserved sacred, subject to 
this limitation that the parties must not 
offend against the rules of pleadings, which 
have been laid down by the law, and intro- 
duce what is unnecessary or tends to 

prejudice, embarrass, and delay the trial 
of suit. 

There is nothing in the allegation made 
in the plaint in the present case that 
can be regarded as likely to embarrass, 
delay or prejudice the trial, for what 
the plaintiff asserts is that she did not 
execute the deed of wakf t on which the defend- 
ants rely, and that what was represented 
to her was that in order to facilitate the 
management of her property and obviate 
the opposition of her paternal relations 
she might, as a matter of expediency, get 
a deed completed. What kind of deed 
she had consented to execute or was 
induced to execute is not clear from the 
pleadings. It is not for the Court to 
direct the plaintiff *to amend her plaint, 
because sbe has made certain allegations, 
which to the defendants may appear em- 
barrassing. The decisions, relied on by 
the learned Subordinate Judge, are in- 
applicable to the circumstances of the 
present case. We do not know what portion 
of the allegations made in the plaint the 
earned Subordinate Judge would direct to 
e struck out, in case the plaintiff fails 
o elect, and the procedure adopted by 
im seems to us to be more likely to 
embarrass the trial of the suit than are 
eptaintiff’ 3 pleadings as they stand. 

. r d'narily, we are not inclined to interfere 
in revision with an interlocutory order, 

(1)(1888) 38 Ch, D. 263 Ht (». 870; 58 L, T. 259, 
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passed in a suit or other proceeding, but 
in this case the decision arrived at by 
the Court below will hamper the trial of 
the case materially, and, unless the order 
already passed by that Court remains 
abortive, may render a fresh trial of the 
oase necessary. 

We, therefore, allow the application, set 
aside the order passed by the Court 
below, and direct that the trial should be 
allowed to proceed according to the allega- 
tions made in the plaint. No order is 
made as to the costs of this proceeding. 

Revision accepted . 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 2715 of 1916 

April 2, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chevis. 

TARA CHAND — Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

NIRMAL DAS — Defendant — 

Respondent. 

Vendor and purchaser— Sale— Consideration, non- 
payment of, whether renders sale void — Intention. 

Mere want of payment of consideration does not 
render a sale void, unless it is shown that it was the 
intention of the parties that title should not pass 
until consideration is paid. But the intention of 
the parties can be judged not merely from what 
they say or do at the time of the sale, but also 
from their subsequent conduct, [p. 490, col l.J 

Where a purchaser paid down a small fraction of 
the price in the first place, and this went in sale 
expenses, not into the vendor’s pocket, and the 
balance of the price was promised to be paid on 
mutation, but for 9} years he made no attempt to 
enforce the sale or to obtain mutation of names: 

Held, that the presumption was that the pur- 
chaser had given up all his rights in respect of the 
sale. [p. 490, col. 1.] 

Second appeal from the decree of the 
District Judge, Mianwali, dated the 13th 
July 1916, reversing that of the Munsif, 
third class, Bhakkar, dated the 7th March 
1916, decreeing the claim. 

Lala Hargopal , for the Appellant. 

Chaudhri Udai Bhan , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT.— (1). The land belonged 
to Bakhsha, but was under mortgage to 
defendant’s father for Rs. 32 and 8 chauths 
of wheat. On 12th June 1916 Bakhsha 
sold the land to plaintiff by unregistered 
deed. The vendor took Rs. 2-4-0 cash for sale 
expenses, Rupees 30-8-0 was to be paid at 
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mutation and the rest was to redeem the 
mortgage. Ten days later Bakhsha sold the 
land to defendant’s father by registered deed. 

Plaintiff sues to redeem. 

(2) . The first Court decreed the suit, 

holding that the registered-deed could not bo 
given the preference as it was proved that 
the purchaser bought with knowledge of the 
former sale. 

(3) . The learned District Judge on 
appeal dismissed the suit, holding that the 
sale to plaintiff was incomplete for want of 

payment of consideration. 

(4) . Mere want of payment of considera- 
tion will not render the sale void, unless it be 
shown that it was the intention of the parties 
that title should not pass until consideration 
was paid. But the intention of the parties 
can be judged not merely from what they 
said or did at the time of the sale, but also 
from their subsequent conduct. In the 
present case plaintiff paid down the paltry 
sum of Rs. 2 4-0 in the first place; and this 
went in sale expenses, not into the vendor’s 
pocket. So far as is apparent from the 
record, plaintiff made no attempt to get muta- 
tion of names attested, nor took action of any 
sort till nearly 9i years afterwards when he 
brought this suit. Bala Hargopal says his 
instructions are that plaintiff did apply for 
mutation of names but in vain. Then why 
did he not at once seek to establish his 
position by a suit to redeem, or if he did not 
want to redeem, by a suit for a declaration 
of title? The defendant’s father is now 
dead, and according to respondent’s Pleader 
(though this is not on the record) Bakhsha 
too is now dead. Why should plaintiff have 
kept silent all these years? Plaintff’s Counsel 
does not suggest that plaintiff was not aware 
of the re-sale to defendant’s father; ho only 
nays his instructions are that plaintiff and 
defendant are near relations (defendant’s 
Pleader denies this) and living in the same 
village, and that plaintiff waited in hopes of 
an amicable settlement. All I can say is that 
9.1 years is a very long time to wait. 

(;>). In my opinion the probabilities are 
that though a sale deed had been c-xeeuted. 
plaintiff gave up bis rights and allowed 
Bakhsha to re sell to defendant’s father. 

(ft). I uphold the decision of the learned 
District Judge dismissing the mi t, and 

dismiss this appeal with costs. 

Appeal tli$misml. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 2772 

of 19 1 

February 26, 1917. 

Pretienl i — Mr. Justice N, R. Chatterjea and 

Mr. Justice Newbcnild. 

HKLALUDDIN MIA’S wife INNAT- 
UNNF33A B1BI— Plaintiff- 

Appellant 

versus 

JANAK1 NATH SIRCAR— Defendant 

No. 1 — Respondent. 

( 1 mi nl in ns (imi 1 Vui'ils Ad ( f III of 1890,)* >\ 29 — 
Coni met la .'«'// niiinn’s — $<> in:t 

liability •»/. 

A contract, entered into by a guardian appointed 
as such under the (iuanlians and Wards Act to sell 
the minor's property, with the sanction of the 
District Judge, at a price higher than t lint tixed in 
the sanction, is valid and enforceable against the 
minor, fp. 491 , col. 1.] 

Mir Sanraejan v. Fa kit nuLli n Mahomed, 13 Ind 

Cas. 331; lGC.'W. N.74; (1912) M. W. N. 22; 9 A. L.J. 
33; 15 C. L. J. 69; 1 1 M. Ij. T. 8; 21 M. L. J. 1156; 39 
I. A. 1; 14 Bom. L. H.5; 39 C. 232. distinguished. 

Appeal against the decree of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Dacca, dated the 29th June 
1914, confirming that of the Munsif, 
Dacca, dated the 23rd August 191.3. 

Dr. Sarat Chandra Basok and Babn 
Mrituyanjny Chatterjee , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Babu Snrendrn Chinnier Sen, for the Res- 
pondent. 

JU DGM FNT. — This appeal arises out of 
a suit for specific performance of a contract 
for sale alleged to have been entered into 
by the defendant No. 5 as the guardian 
of defendants Nos. 2 to 4, who were 
minors, against the defendants Nos. 2 to 
5, and also against defendant No. 1 who 
bad purchase J the property from the said 
defendants. Tho Court of First Instance 
dismissed the claim for specific performance 
of the contract but directed a refund of 
the earnest money against defendant No. 
5. On appeal, the learned Subordinate Judge, 
without entering into the merits of the 
case, dismissed the appeal on the ground 
that the suit for specific performance of 
the contract against the minors was not 
maintainable on the authority of the case 
of Mir Sarirarjan v. Fakhruddiu Mahomel 
(l). That case, however, has no application 


tO ’3 hul. l\is .Ol; 16 C. W. N. 74; (1912) M. W. 
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M. b. J. 1156; 39 1. A. 1| 14 Bom. L. R. 6; 39 C. 232, 
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to the facts of the present case. There 
the manager of an infant’s estate entered 
into an agreement to puiahase certain pro- 
perty on behalf of the minor, and their 
Lordships held “that it is not within the 
competence of a manager of a minor’s 
estate or within the competence of a 
guardian of a minor to bind the minor or 
the minor’s estate by a contract for the 
purohase of immoveable property” and that 
as the minor was not bound by the con- 
tract there was no mutuality” and he could 
no on attaining li is majority obtain specific 

performance of the contract. In the present 

oase, t ie guardian of the minors, who had 

e ® n as such under the Guardians 

an ards Act, entered into ao agreement 
o se 1 the property with the sanction of 
e District Judge. He was, therefore, 
quite competent to sell the property. It 
is rue that the Court, when authorizing 
e guardian to sell the property, directed 
him to sell it for Rs. 1,000. That obvious- 
y means that the guardian was to sell the 
property for not less than Rs. 1,000; and 
e guardian entered into the agreement 

H property to the plaintiff for 

9. >300, which was clearly for the benefit of 

e minors. The contract, therefore, under 

eee circumstances, was a valid one and 

Gn against the minors. That being 

°> e decree of the lower Appellate Court 
must be set aside. 

accordingly set aside the decree of 
e ° wer Appellate Court and send the 
-l a °k that Court for a re-hearing 
e appeal on -the merits. Costs of this 
a Ppeal will abide the result. 

Decree set aside ; Case sent back. 


OLUH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

y COURT. 

second Civil Appeal No. 194 oe 1916.* 

February 14, 1917. 

Fresen£: — Mr. Lindsay, J. C. 

Dabu TAR MUHAMMAD KHAN— 
Plaintiff — Appellant 

BAG at* versus 

R KHAN and others — Defendants- 

Respondents. 

— enCe (I °f 1872), s. 94 — Construction < 


toeethpj U ^ rUent * n ^his case disposes of four cas 

1 i<6 and 197 'of Appeals Nos 194 ’ 15 


doc u me at— Evidence, extrinsic, admissibility of— 
Compromise. 

Where the language of a document is dear and 
applies without difficulty to the facts of the case, 
no extrinsic evidence can be admitted for the purpose 
of affecting its interpretation, [p. 493, col 2.] 

In a compromise entered into between .4 and Z , A. 
agreed to pay a certain annuity to Z. and her heirs, 
and subsequently a compromise was arrived at 
between .4. and B. under which B. agreed to contri- 
bute towards the said annuity “for payment to Z 

Held, that the former compromise or any other 
extrinsic evidence was inadmissible to show that 
under the latter compromise B. had agreed to 
contribute towards the said annuity “for payment to 
Z. and her heirs. M [p. 493, col. 2.] 

Balkishen Das v. W. F. Logqe, 22 A. 149; 4 C W N 
153; 2 Bom. L. R. 523; 27 I. A. 58; 7 Sar. P. C. J. 601 • 
9 Ind Dec. (n. s.) 1130 (P. C.), explained. 

Appeal from the decree of the Subordinate 
Judge, Sultanpur, dated the 25th March 
1916, confirming that of the Munsif, 
Musafirkhana, dated the 23rd September 
i 915. 

Mr. Mohammad ]Vasim , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Babu Ishwari Prasad , for Respondent No. 

1 . 


JUDGMENT. — The sole question which 
arises for determination in these four appeals 
is one of the construction of a document of 
compromise, Exhibit 12. In order to under- 
stand how the present suits have arisen it is 
necessary to refer to certain facts antecedent to 
the time of the present litigation. Four suits 
were brought in the Court of the Munsif of 
Musafirkhana in the Sultanpur District by 
Muhammad Evvaz Ali Khan, who is the 
Talukdar of the Mohan a Estate. Muhammad 
Ewaz Ali Khan died after the suits bad been 
instituted and is now represented by his heir 
Yar Muhammad Khan. The claim in each 
instance was to recover a sum of Rs. 70-5-0 
by way of contribution, the case for the plaint- 
iff being that he had been obliged to pay a 
certain annuity by way of maintenance to a 
lady named Musammat Zainab-un-nissa. He 
stated that under the terms of a decree which 
was passed in this Court in the year 1905 on 
the basis of a compromise, the four sets of 
defendants who were impleaded in the four 
suits respectively were liable to contribute to 
the sums he had paid on account of this 
annuity. The defendants denied their liabi- 
lity, their case shortly being that they were 
under no obligation to contribute to the 
payment of any annuity to the heirs of 
Musammat Zainab un-nissa. This lady, if 
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may be remarked, died on 6th March 1913. 
Both the Courts below dismissed all four suits 
holding that the defendants were not liable 
to contribute to this payment, and hence these 
four second appeals. 

Before coming to the terms of the 
document which regulates the rights of 
the parties it is neoessary to refer to the 
following facts: — Muhammad Ewaz Ali 
Khan was taluhlar and the present res- 
pondents were either under-proprietors or 
heritable lessees holding certain lands in four 
villages named Sadipur, Mardanpur, Chak 
Naib, and Kalyanpur. On 12th July 1888 eight 

of these under-proprietors or lessees executed 
a hiba-bil-ewaz in favour of Mnsammat 
Zainab-un-issa in consideration of a sum of 
Rs. 10,000. In this document the donors 
were described as being the holders of a 
perpetual lease. The estate of the taluhlar 
was at this time under the control of the 
Court of Wards and a suit was brought 
by the Deputy Commissioner representing 
the Court of Wards in order to set 
aside this deed of gift, the allegations 
being that the deed had been executed in 
fraud of the right of the estate and in 
order to defeat proceedings which the 

Court of Wards had been taking for 

ejectment of the donors. The relief 

asked for was either a cancellation of 

this deed of transfer or a decree for pre- 
emption on payment of a sum of 
Rs. 10,000. The suit was dismissed in the 
Court of the District Judge of Rae 
Bareli. There was an appeal to this Court 
and on 27th August 1893 the litigation was 
put an end to by means of a compromise 
which was entered into between the plaintiff 
and Mnsammat Zainab-un-nissa. By this com- 
promise the plaintiff taluhlar gave up his 
claim for cancellation rf the deed of 
transfer. Zainab un-nissa agreed to confess 
the claim for pre-emption. Out of the sum 
of Rs. 10,000 which was payable to her 
on account of pre-emption she gave up a 
sum of Rs. 3,000 odd in exchange for the 
grant by the plaintiff of an annuity, which 
was fixed at Rs. 250 a year and which 
was to be a charge on the taluhlar's 
estate. A certain sum was left with the 
taluhlar to pay off certain moitgages on 
the property which had been executed 
before the date of the deed of gift. The 


balance amounting to Rs. 4,000 odd was paid 
to Zainab-un-nissa in cash. In addition to 
Rs. 250 just mentioned the plaintiff undertook 
to pay a further allowance of Rs. 50 a year 
to Zainab-un-nissa. This undertaking was 
expressed to have been given “freely, without 
consideration and quite apart from the merits 
of the case.” Judgment was given accordingly, 
but it is to be noted that the judgment 
did not bind a number of the donors who had 
been impleaded in the litigation and who 
were no parties to the compromise. It is 
admitted now that the four sets of defendants 
who are impleaded in the present suits are 
persons who are not bound by this decree 
which was passed in the year 1S93. After 
the talukdar got this decree he went to the 
Revenue Court and asked for mutation. Thu 
application was opposed by the donors who, 
as already mentioned, were not bound by the 
decree 1 have just referred to. The result 
of the proceedings in the Revenue Court 
was that the talukdar only got mutation 
in respect of a five-anDas four pies share. 
Mutation was refused in respect of ten 
annas eight pies, which represented the 
shares of the donors who were not bound 
by the decree. The upshot of this was that 
another suit was brought by the talukdar 
against these donors, in which he claimed 
possession of the property which was left 
with them. This case eventually came before 
this Court and was decided by a compromise 
which was tiled here on 16th November 1905. 
The document of compromise which is in 
English is a lengthy document and was 
obviously drawn up with great care and 
presumably in consultation with the legal 
advisers of the parties who were prosecuting 
the litigation in this Court. Under the 
terms of the compromise the plaintiff 
talukdar was to get possession of four annas 
eight pies cut of ten annas eight pies in suit. 
The remaining six annas were to be left with 
the defendants-respondents as under-pro- 
prietors with a right of transfer, subject to an 
annual payment of rent amounting to 
Rs. 565 odd. This rent was to be payable by 
the four sets of defendants in equal shares, 
each share amounting to Rs. 141-4 6. A 
further term in the agreement w*as that the 
defendants agreed to pay a certain sum of 
Rs. 112-8-0 every year to the plaintiff for 
payment to Mnsammat Zainab un-nissa. The 
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exact words of the clause in the agreement 
relating to this payment may be reproduced 
here — 

“(6) That the defendauts-respondents agree 
to pay to the plaintiff-appellant annually 
along with the rent of the aforesaid villages 
Rs. 112-8-0 for payment to one Bibi Zainab 
in respectof her maintenance, which is charged 
upon the said villages in dispute. The entire 
guzara payable to her is Rs. 300 and the item 
of Rs. 112 8-0 payable by the defendants is a 
proportionate amount of the six-annas share 
held by the defendants,” 

It is upon the language of this last clause 
that the plaintiff claims in the present suits 
that the defendants are liable to contribute to 
payments which he has made in respect of the 
annuity, which he undertook to pay under the 
decree which was passed in the month of 
August 1893. In the 7th paragraph cf each 
of the plaints it was stated that Musammat 
Zainab-un-nissa died on 6th March 1913, 
leaving three sons as her heirs, and it was 
alleged that the plaintiff had paid the annuity 
to these sons up to the end of September 
1914. The claim covered payments which 
were made in respect of the years 1320, 
1321, and ltharif 1322 Fasli , The defend- 
ants case is that they were not liable 
to pay any maintenance to the heirs 
of Zainab-un-nissa. They also take their 
stand upon the language of clause ' b) of 
the sulahnama , Exhibit 12, which has been 
quoted in extenso above. Both the Courts 
below have held that there is nothing in 
the language of this clause which imposes 
any liability on the part of the defendants 
to contribute to the payment of any sum 
made after death of Zainab un-niss. The 
argument here has been that the Court is 
entitled to look at the language of the 

?«q V q° US °* com P romis e of the year 

_ a iso the conduct of the parties 
and the surrounding circumstances, and to 
infer from all this evidence that when it 
was stated in the document Exhibit 12 that 
the defendants were to contribute to the 
maintenance payable to Musammat Zainab- 
un-nissa they meant to declare that they 
were liable to pay that maintenance not only 
to her but to her heirs in perpetuity. Clearly 
if this contention of the plaintiff is to be 
allowed, we should be introducing a new 
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term into this document of compromise and 
into the decree in which the terms of the 
compromise were embodied. It is obviously 
one thing to say that certain persons are 
liable to contribute to the payment of a 
sum to be made to a lady and another 
thing to say that they are liable to contribute 
to the payment of that sum to her and her 
heirs for ever. It seems to me that the 
contention put forward by the learned 
Counsel, who appeared on behalf of the 
appellant, is untenable and my opinion is 
that no extrinsic evidence was admissible 
in this case for the purpose of adding to, 
varying or contradicting the terms of the 
sulahnama of 19(5 or of the decree which 
was passed upon it and which now regulates 
the rights of the parties. The general rule 
is that where the language of a document 
is clear and applies without difficulty to the 
facts of the case, no extrinsic evidence can 
be admitted for the purpose of affecting 
its interpretation. I fail to see in what 
way it can be contended that there is any 
ambiguity in the language of the sulahnama 
which we are now considering. We have 
it stated clearly that the defendants in that 
case agreed to pay to the plaintiff a sum 
of Rs. 112-8 0 for payment to Zainab-un- 
nissa in respect of her maintenance. This 
language is clear enough and seems to me 

to show that nothing more could have been 

contemplated than contribution to payments 
made to the lady in her lifetime. If there 
was any intention in the mind of the 
parties to make the responsibility for 
contribution continue forever or for as long 
as there were any heirs of Zainab-un- 
nissa in existence, nothing could have been 
easier than to have said so. Again in 
referring to the language of the clause 
relating to this payment we have it set 
out that the entire guzara “payable to 
her” is Rs. 300 a year. There is nothing 
said here about any payment to be made 
to her heirs. I can see no difficulty, therefore, 
in applying the language of this deed to 
the existing facts, and, this being so, no 

or construction 
arises so as to render it necessary to resort 

0 ^ _ purpose of 

ascertaining the meaning of the parties. 

Xbe learned Counsel referred to the well- 

known case of Balkishen Vas 


V. 
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IT. F. Legge (I). There no doubt it was 
laid down that in dealing with the case 
which was before their Lordships of the 
Privy Council, namely, the interpretation of 
two contemporaneous deeds, the case must 
he decided on a consideration of the contents 
of the documents with such extrinsic evi- 
dence of surrounding circumstances as might 
be required to show in what manner the 
language of the documents is related to 
existing facts. But, when we observe that 
extrinsic evidence is only to be called into 
aid when there is any necessity to show 
the manner in which the language of the 
deed is related to existing facts, if no 
such evidence is required there can be no 
reason to admit any other evidence except 
what is to be found within the four 

corners of the document itself. In order 

to justify the reception of extrinsic evidence 
there must be some doubt or ambiguity in 
the language of the document. In the case 
of the document which 1 am now consider- 
ing it does not appear to me that there 
is any ambiguity or doubt whatever which 
necessitates the admission of any other 
evidence for the purpose of ascertaining 
its meaning. And so l fail to see how 
it can be maintained that there is any 
justification for referring to the terms of 
the compromise of 189;I in trder to 

ascertain the meaning of the later compromise 
of 1905. If it is argued that evidence of 
conduct is admissible, this would not help 
here for no conduct can be imputed to the 
present defendants- respondents in respect of 
a document of compromise to which admitted- 
ly they were no parties. But I prefer to 
base my decision on the broad ground that 
the document in suit being free from all 
ambiguity no other evidence than the terms 
of the document itself is admissible for the 
purpose of varying its meaning in the manner 
desired by the present plaintiff. I hold, 
therefore, that the decision of the Courts 
below is correct and must bo upheld. This 
was the only ground upon which the case 
was argued before mo and it must fail. I 
notice that in 5th paragraph of the memoran- 
dum of appeal in each case it is pleaded 
that in any case the Courts below should 


(1) 22 A. 140; 4 C. W. N jo* 2 hum. L U. 52* 
- 7 I. A. 58; i Sar. 1*. C. J. 001; 0 lml. Dec. (n. s.) 
1130 0 *. 0 .). 


have allowed the plaintiff any amount of 
maintenance paid to Musammnt Zainab-uii- 
nissa during her lifetime. This point has 
not been discussed before me and I, therefore, 
come to the conclusion that the learned 
Counsel thought that he was not in a position 
to support it. The result is that all four 
appeals fail and are dismissed with costs. 

A ppea l dismissed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH UOURT. 
Appeals from Appellate Decrees Nos. 692 and 

11S4 of 1914. 

May 28, 1917. 

Present: — Air. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 

RAJ KUMAR MISSKA and on ms death 

HIS HEIRS AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES 

NARAIN CHUNDRA MISRA and others— 

Defendants —Appellants 

versus 

RAMA NATH S1NG11A and others— 

P L A 1 N T ; K F S — R E S PO N 1 ) E N T 5 . 

Landlord and tenant — Lease, const met ion ol — . C ree- 
ment ift to cant rent until actual measurement — 
llemjal Tenancy Act (VI U B. (’. of 1885), $. 52, 
applicability of. 

Where by a permanent lease, n piece of land 
described as a plot of one thousand bighas , then in 
jungly state, was let. out rent free for six years and 
thereafter at a progressive rent rising to 8 annas 
per bitjhu , and the lease provided that the tenant 
shall pay Us. 500 every year, and after the rent- 
free period and the period of progressive rents 

weio over, on a measurement being made 

tor land found to bo in excess the tenants should pay 
additional rent- at the above rate from the time of 
llie measurement and should from that time get an 
abatement at the above rate for land which was 
found to he less, and the tenant or his heirs or 
successors should never have to pay any additional 
jama for the above lands, and the' landlord or his 
Ih'u s and successors should never receive or bo 
entitled to receive any additional jama: 

Held, ( 1 ) that upon a proper construction of the 
lease what was demised was the land lving within 
the boundaries mentioned in the schedule to the lease 
at Us. ;>00 per annum, with an option to the tenant 
or the landlord to have an actual measurement made 
of the land, and until that was done the rent was 
fixed at Us. 500 per annum; [p. 495, col. 2.] 

(-li hat section 52 of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
did not apply because the lease was a permanent 
one, but that when the measurement would be 
actually made t lie tenant, or the landlord would got 
Ihobenelit of section 62 according as the measure- 
ment showed the laud to be less or more than one 
thousand biyhas. [p. 405, col. 2.1 
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Appeals against the decrees of the Addi- 
tional District Judge, 24-Pergannabs, dated 
the 17th December 1913, modifying that 
of the Munsif, 1st Court, Barnipur, dated 
the 8th of April 1913. 

Babus Hiralal Chaker aburtty and Sita Ram 
Banerjee , for the Appellant. 

Babus Sarat Chandra Roy Chowdhury and 
Satya Churn Sinha , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — These two appeals are pre- 
ferred by the defendant against a judgment 
of the learned Additional District Judge 
of the.24-Pergannahs modifying the decision 
of the Munsif of Baruipur. The suits were 
brought for rent by the landlords. The 
defence was that there was a deficiency in 
the area demised and that, therefore, the 
tenant was entitled to abatement. The de- 
fendant’s holding is governed by a perma- 
nent lease, and by that permanent lease was 
let out a piece of land described as a plot 
of 1,000 bighas then in a jungly state rent 
free for six years and thereafter at a pro- 
gressive rent rising in the year 1305 to 
f t annas per bigha. The lease provided; 

1 shall pay Rs. 500 every year according 
to the kists stated below and shall hold 
with sons, grandsons”, etc., the ordinary 
form. Then the lease provided: After the 

rent-free period and the period of progressive 
r ©nt are over, on a measurement being made 
with a claim of 80 cubits, each cubit measur- 
ing 18 inches, for the land found to be in 
excess I shall pay additional rent at the 
above rate from the time of the measure- 
ment and shall from that time get an 
abatement of the above rate for the land 
which is found to be less. I or my heirs 
or successors shall never have to pay any 
additional jama for the above lands and 
you or your heirs and successors shall never 
receive or be entitled to receive any addi- 
tionaljama.” The point that has been raised 
is this: It is said that, on a measurement 
being made, it was found that the tenant 
was not in possession of 1,000 bighas . 
The question is, whether on the construc- 
tion of the lease on the contract that the 
tenant had entered into, namely, to pay 
Re. 500 for the piece of land being let and 
appertaining to Gheri No. 11 as per bound- 
aries stated below, what was demised was 
with a fixed rent of Rs. 500 with option to 


either party at any time after the expira- 
tion of the rent-free period and the period 
of progressive rent to apply to have a mea- 
surement made and the actual amount of 
rent adjusted, or whether the land was let 
out at the rate of 8 annas per bigha 
subject to deduction on account of the diminu- 
tion in area. Upon a proper construction of 
the lease, it appears that until one or other 
of the parties applied for a measurement the 
rent was fixed at Rs. 5C0 per annum. 

The next point that was raised was that 
the case was governed by section 52 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act and that the terms of 
the lease, so far as it was attempted to make 
the tenant pay rent for more land than he 
was in possession of, were in excess of 
the powers given by the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. This is a case to which section 52 
does not apply because it is a permanent 
lease. Under the terms of that lease what 
was demised was this land lying within the 
boundaries mentioned in the schedule to the 
lease at Rs. 500 per annum, with option to 
the tenant or the landlord to have an actual 
measurement made of the land, and until 
that was done the tenant had to pay at the 
rate mentioned; and it was provided that 
either party might apply for a measure- 
ment. When the measurement is made, the 
tenant, of course, gets the benefit of section 
52 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, if the mea- 
surement shows that the land is less than 
1,000 bighas and the landlord gets the 
benefit if it is shown that the land is 
more than 1,000 bighas. I think the 
learned Judge of the lower Appellate Court 
was right in holding that the land was let 
out to the defendant at Rs. 500 a year until 
a measurement was made. In that view 
I think the decrees of the lower Appellate 
Court are correct. The present appeals, 
therefore, fail and must be dismissed with 
costs, 

Newbould, J. — I agree. 

Appeals dismissed. 
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PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 2270 ok 1911. 

May II, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Chevis and 
Mr. Justice Shadi Lai. 

Mnsammat RADHA R A NI— Defendant— 

Appellant 

versus 

GUJAR MAL— Plaintiff and 

Mnsammat SHIB DEVI— Defendant- 

Respondents. 

Custom — Ali. ’notion — Sole— Suit for dccloroi ion Unit 
sole shall not affect pi a in tiff's reversionary rights — 
Sale , whether can hr converted into mortgage — Decree, 
proper — Necessity — Appeal, second — Vogue and unsatis- 
factory findings. 

Plaintiffs sued for a declaration that a sale-deed 
in respect of a certain house executed by defendant 
No. 2, in favour of defendant No 1, was null and void 
and shall not affect their reversionary rights. The 
First Court dismissed the suit, holding that the sale 
was for necessity. The District Judge on appeal held 
that necessity was proved only for Us. 800 out of 
the total sale price of Us. 2*000 and gave plaintiffs a 
decree to the effect that the sale should be converted 
into a mortgage for Ks. 800, which should be liable to 
redemption after the death of the alienor. The 
vendee preferred a second appeal to the Chief Court: 

Held , (1) that whether the sale was for necessity or 
not, it could not be converted into a mortgage which 
could be redeemed anv where within 00 vears; |_ p. 
496, col. 2.] 

(2) that the proper decree in such a case would be 
si decree declaring that the alienation shall only 
affect the reversioners’ rights to the extent of Us. 80(1, 
it being open to them to pay down the Ks 800 and 
claim to recover the property anywhere within 12 
years of succession opening out to them; f p. 490, 
col. 2; p. 497, col. 1.] 

(3) that the findings of the District Judge with 
regard to the various items which formed part of the 
sale price were so vague and unsatisfactory that the 
Court was constrained logo into the merits of the 
case even in second appeal, [p. 497, col. 1. | 

Second appeal from the decree of the 
Divisional Judge, Lahore, dated the 2nd 
June 1914, reversing that of the Subordi- 
nate Judge, second class, Lahore, dated the 
24th August 1912, dismissing the suit. 

Dewan Mehar Chain ! , for the Appellant. 

Rai Sahib Lala Moti Sugar, for the Res- 
pendents. 

JUDGMENT. — The genealogical tree is as 
follows: — 


I 

Uaj Hu | 


. 1 

Vasti Ham, 
widow 
Musa in mot 
Shib Devi, 
defendant 
No. 2. 


1 

Dliurmu Mai 


Chuliar Mai 


Delia ri Lai, 
d. s. ]>. 


r 

Daulat Ham 


'I 


Jai Dayul 

( « ii jar Mai, 
plaintiff No. 1 


J 


1 

(iirdliati Lai 


I 

Uanesli Das, 
d. s. j*. 


J 

Cliajju Mai, 
plaintiff No. 2. 


Faqir Chuiul, 
plaintiff No. 3. 


^ I ■ M * - ~ , 

Jiwan Mai 


f 


Di wan Cliand, 
plaintiff No. 4. 


Girdhari Lai, so we are told, disappeared in 
his youth and lias not since been heard of, so 
we may presume he is dead. 

On 2.4rd April 1911 Mnsammat Shib Devi 
sold the bouse in suit to Mnsammat Rad ha 
Rani, defendant No. 1, for Rs. 2,000. The 
plaintiffs have sued fora declaration that the 
sale shall not affect their reversionary rights. 
The plaintiffs allege that there was no neces- 
sity for the sale. The First Court dismissed 
the suit, holding that the sale was for neces- 
sity. The learned District Judge on appeal 
held that necessity for Rs. SCO only was 
proved, and gave a decree to the effect that the 
sale should he converted into a mortgage for 
Rs. S00, which should he liable to redemption 
after the death of the alienor. 

We would in the first place remark that, 
whether the sale he for necessity or not, it 
cannot he converted into a mortgage, which 
can he redeemed any where within sixty years. 
The proper form of decree in such a case is a 
decree declaring that the alienation shall only 
affect the ruvemunciV righto to the extent of 
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Rs. 800, whidh leaves it open to the 
reversioners to pay down the Rs. 800 and 
claim to recover the property anywhere within 
twelve years of succession opening out to 
them. 

The alienee appeals to this Court urging 
that the sale was for necessity, and that the 
District Judge has not dealt properly with 
the case. Gujar Mai files cross-objections as 
to costs. For the plaintiffs-respondents it is 
urged that whether the sale was for necessity 
is a question of fact and that the finding of 
the lower Appellate Court on this point 
cannot be attacked in second appeal. But on 
examining the District Judge’s judgment we 
find that his findings with regard to the 
various items which form part of the sale 
price are so vague and unsatisfactory that we 
are constrained to go into the merits of the 
case. 

The consideration shewn in the sale-deed 
is as follows: 

Rs. 

(а) to be paid to the prior mort- 
gagee ... 400 

(б) taken as earnest money ... 60) 

(c) paid before Sub- Registrar for 

payment to creditors and for 
maintenance of the alienor... 1,000 

As the learned District Judge notes the 
plaintiffs do not allege want of consideration, 
so the only question is want of necessity. 

As regards (a) there is no dispute. This 
sum of Rs. 400 is allowed by the District 
Judge, and- also a further sura of Rs. 400 
as needed for the marriage expenses of the 
alienor’s younger daughter. 

It appears that Vasti Ram died some- 
where about the end of 1903, leaving two 
daughters. The elder, Musammat Durga 
Devi, was married about the end of 1904, 
and to meet her marriage expenses the 

i^u\r Wa8 , mortga ^ ed ^ ber mother on 
l 5th November 1904 for Rs. 400 in favour of 

Jiwan Mai, father of plaintiffs Nos. 3 and 4. 
1 his is the prior mortgage, which is men- 
tioned in item (a). Gujar Mai himself 
signed this mortgage-deed, and he is the 
principal plaintiff, and the only person who 
appealed from the 6rst Court’s decision to the 
Court^of the District Judge. So as to the 

sum of Rs. 400 there could of course be no 

contest. 


Out of the remaining sum of Rs. 1,600 the 
defendents attempt, to account for the majori- 
ty as follows: — 

> 

Rs. 

(1) due to Radha Kishen for 

chaubarsi expenses ... 100 

(2) due to Radha Pandha for 

litigation expenses ... 60 

(3) due to Musammat Kirpa 

Devi ... 280 

( 4 ) due to Musammat Lachhmi 

on bond ... 129 

(5) spent on marriage of the 

younger daughter ... 800' 

Total ...1,369 

This leaves only Rs. 231 which it is said 
the widow needed for her own maintenance. 

We will now take the above items one by 
one, and see what the District Judge finds 
with regard to each. 

As to the item of Rs. 100 Radha Kishen, 
husband of Musammat Shib Devi’s sister, says 
she borrowed Rs. 60 from his wife and Rs. 42 
from him. He says the Rs. 42 was borrowed 
from him in 1909, which was more than four 
years after the death of Shib Devi’s husband. 
But the date of the Rs. 60 loan is not fixed by 
his evidence, so this at least may have been 
spent on the choubarsi ceremonies. The 
District Judge here simply notes that Shib 
Devi executed no document in Radha Kishen’s 
favour, and that the loan from his wife is not 
entered in his books. This, however, is by bo 
means strange, remembering his relationship 
to Musammat Shib Devi. 

(2) The item of Rs. 60 is said to have 
been spent on litigation. The Distriot Judge 
here notes that no document was executed. 
But he notes that the suit was dismissed. 
True, but Gujar Mai’s opposition . to the 
widow’s attempts to raise money seems to have 
driven her into Court, and though she may 
have been ill-advised in bringing such a suit 
we are not prepared to say that such an item 
should be disallowed. 

(3) The item of Rs. 280 is made up of 
Rs. 200 borrowed from Musammat Kirpa 
Devi, on pledge of some ornaments, and 80 
interest. Here the' District Judge says “it 
looks very much as if Musammat Shib Devi 
bad been anticipating ber requirements.” 
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But a widow must anticipate — if it can really 
be called anticipation — to some extent. When 
at the end of her tether for daily expenses she 
must borrow, and she cannot borrow from 
day to day, she is bound in practice to 
borrow a sum which will carry her on for 
some time to come. Musammat Kirpa Devi 
has given evidence which the First Court 
believes and the District Judge apparently 
does not disbelieve it. 

(4) Rupees 129 borrowed from Jiwan Mai. 
After his death Musammat Shib Devi wrote 
a bond in favour of Musammat Lachhmi, 
■widow of Jiwan Mai and mother of plaintiffs 
Nos. 3 and 4. Musammat Lachhmi herself 
says the money was taken for the marriage of 
the daughter Musammat Durga Devi. 8he 
also says the bond has not been re- paid, but 
the alienee, when advancing money to pay off 
debts has not to see to the application. 

(5) Rupees bOO said to have been spent on 
the younger daughter’s marriage. Hero the 
District Judge allows Rs. 400 only, i.c., the sum 
admitted by Cujar Mai, and the same sum as 
was allowed for the elder daughter's marriage. 
But the oral evidence is that a lot was spent 
on feeding the marriage procession, and more 
must have gone on clothes, jewelry and so 
on. There is evidence that the alienor’s hus- 
band had left ornaments and clothes for the 
elder girl’s marriage, so the younger 
girl’s marriage would cost more. It may be 
noted that the Rs. 129 before discussed was 
not for this marriage but was for the muklawa 
and tin tear (or tiicar) expenses, i. c , cost of 
presents usually given on certain feast days 
to a married daughter in the first year of 
her marriage. 

The learned District Judge notes that t lie 
alienor’s own evidence shows her husband 
left her valuable ornaments, and that she 
raised Rs. 125 by sale of a khola. But there 
is ample evidence, which the District Judge 
does not tindtobe false, to shew that the widow 
was reduced to pawning her ornaments and 
borrowing from relatives and others. 

As to the plea, which has been advanced 
before us on behalf of Cujar Mai, that the 
widow may have been spiting the rever- 
sioners, this overlooks the fact that t ho 
parties are Khatris and presumably governed 
by Hindu Law, so the daughters and 
their children would succeed and not 
the collaterals; so to wasto the property 


would injure the daughters rather than the 
collaterals. We are told that one daughter 
has died without issue, and the husband of 
the other has disappeared, but Musammat 
Shib Devi had no reason to suppose that her 
daughters would have no children, and in any 
case she would not be likely to squander what 
would come to the daughter or daughters who 
might survive her. 

As to the Rs. 23 1 not accounted for, there is 
full force in the argument of the learned 
Pleader for the appellant that in such a case 
the widow cannot sell for just the sum which 
she actually requires for present expenses, 
and that a widow who already owes 

Rs. 1,769 and has a house worth Rs. 2,000 
is fully justified in selling it for its full value, 

and keeping the surplus for her own needs. 

We accept this appeal, and reversing the 
decision of the learned District Judge we 
restore the decree of the First Court dis- 
missing the suit. Costs in the First Court to 
be as ordered by that Court. Costs in the 
District Judge’s Court and* in this Court to 
be borne by Cujar Mai. The cross-objections 
are dismissed. 

Cross- objections dismissed . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 3807 

of 1914. 

May 11, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice N. R. Clmtterjea and 

Mr. Justice Newbould. 

JANAKI NATH SAHA— Defendant No. 1 

— Appellant 
versus 

KA1LASH CHANDRA S1NGHA and 

others — Plaintiffs — 
Respondents. 

Landlord and tenant — Xon-transfet'ablc occitj.'aHCtj 
holding — I'urchaser in execution of money-decree not 
rccoijnizcd by landlord — Suit for recovery of possession 
by purchaser against another put chaser recognized by 
landlord. 

Plaintiff, who had purchased a non-transferablo 
occupancy holding in execution of a money-dccrco 
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bat had not been recognized as a tenant by the 
landlord, brought a suit to recover his possession 
from the defendant, who was in possession under a 
fictitious purchase from the widow of the ryot 
and who was accepted and treated by the landlord 

as a tenant: 

Held, that the plaintiff could not get a decree 
against the defendant, as the latter had been accept- 
ed and treated by the landlord as the tenant and that 
such treatment amounted to a settlement, CP- 500, 

col. 1.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Subordi- 
nate Judge, Faridpur, dated the 4th August 
1914, confirming that of the Munsif, Goalundo, 
dated the 11th July 1913. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 


ryot but from his widow who claimed under 
a hebnnama which has been found to be a 
paper transaction. That hebanama was 
executed after the institution of the present 
suit by my client. I submit none but the 
landlord can raise the question of the non- 
transferability of the holding. The defend- 
ant who derives his title from a fictitious 
purchase has no locus standi to question my 
title to the property acquired at an execu- 
tion sale to which the ryot or his legal re- 
presentatives did not raise any objection. 
After the tenant’s death, the tenancy conti- 
nued in his heirs and it was not open to the 


ment. 

Babu Jogesh Chandra Roy (with him Babu 
Prohash Chandra Mozumdar ), for the Appel- 
lant. — My client purchased the holding 
from Melon’s widow who had no knowledge 
of the execution proceeding and the sale 
held therein of the occupancy holding. No 
doubt the respondent purchased the occu- 
pancy holding of Melon in that execution 
proceeding, but the holding of Melon was 
a non-transferable occupancy holding and 
the auction sale at which the plaintiff-re- 
spondent purchased was in execution of a 
money-decree. The plaintiff was not recog- 
nized by the landlord, but my client, the 
defendant after his purchase of the same 
holding from the widow of the ryot Melon 
has been accepted by the landlord as a tenant 
and has been in possession. Even if his 
purchase from Melon’s • widow be not suffi- 
cient to give him title he can stand on the 
recognition by the landlord. 

The plaintiff by his purchase in execution 
of a money-decree has acquired no right 
to the holding which he could enforce 
against my client who has got the con- 
sent of the landlord, and has been treated 
by the landlord as his tenant. 

Babu Sarat Chandra Roy Chcwdhury (with 
him Babu Probodh Chanira Roy), for the 
Respondents. — My client purchased the hold- 
ing at an execution sale and was put in pos- 
session through Court on the 2nd April 
1909, and no objection was raised to the 
sale by the ryot or his legal representatives 
to the sale. Therefore, the purchase was 
operative against all persons deriving title 
from the ryot though it was not operative 
against the landlord without the landlord’s 
consent to the sale. The defendant pur- 
chased the holding not from the original 


landlord to make any settlement with any 
person who did not derive title from those 
heirs. Here the defendant could not say 
that he derived title from the heirs of 
Melon, as Melon left not only a widow but 
several children and the widow purported 
to sell the whole of the occupancy holding 
to which she had no title. My learned 
friend is estopped from questioning the trans- 
ferability of the holding, vide, Radha Kant 
Chakravarti v . Ramananda Shaha (1). Mere re- 
cognition by the landlord could not be suffi- 
cient to confer title upou a person who had 
acquired no right to the holding. 

Babu Jogesh Chandra Roy , in reply. — Re- 
ferred to Narayani v. Kabin Chandra 
Ghowdhari (2), Badarennessa v. Alam Oazi 
(3). In the case of an involuntary sale 
the tenant can raise the transferability of a 
holding. If the landlord’s recognition be 
not held sufficient, I may claim that under 
the circumstances of the case there was new 
settlement with me by the landlord. The 
plaintiff in his plaint stated that there was 
a complete abandonment of the holding. So 
the landlord had every right to make a new 

settlement. 


JUDGMENT. — The plaintiff-respondent on 
the 20th November 1908 purchased a non- 
transferable occupancy holding in execu- 
tion of a money-decree against one Melon 
Sheikh, (which was executed after his death 
against his heirs); but the plaintiff was not 
recognised as tenant by the landlord. He 
sued to reoover possession of the holding 


(1) 13 Ind. Cas. 698; 39 C. 513; 16 C. W. N. 4 

qoq. 91 n W N. 400: 25 CJ. L. J 
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from the defendant who was in possession. 
The latter set up a purchase in the year 
1909 from one of the heirs of Melon, namely, 
his widow Kulo Bibi who is alleged to have 
obtained the entire holding from Melon by 
a deed of gift. He also pleaded that he was 
accepted as tenant by the landlord. The 
Court below gave a decree to the plaintiff 
and the defendant has appealed to this 
Court. 

Now, an involuntary transfer of an occu- 
pancy holding not transferable without the 
consent of the landlord, is operative as 
against the raiyat where the raiyat with 
knowledge of the sale fails or omits, to have 
the sale set aside. As there was no finding 
whether Melon’s widow had any knowledge 
of the sale in execution of which the hold- 
ing was sold, the case was remanded for a 
finding on that point. The Court belo.v has 
now found that she had no knowledge of 
the sale. 

It is contended on behalf of the respondent 
that although the sale was not operative 
as against the widow of Melon, by reason 
of her not having any knowledge of the 
sale, the tenant’s interests did not pass 
to the defendant because the heba under 
which Melon’s widow is alleged to have 
acquired a right to the entire holding, is 
found to have been a- paper transaction 
and Melon had other heirs also: and that, 
if the interests of the tenants did not 
pass to the defendant, the defendant did 
not acquire any title by recognition by the 
landlord. But it is the plaintiff’s own 
case that the heirs of Melon had abandoned 
the land, at the time of his obtaining 
delivery of symbolical possession. That 
being so and the defendant having been 
accepted and treated by the landlord as 
the tenant, which in the circumstances of 
the present case amounted to a settlement, 
the former acquired a right to the holding. 
In this view it is unnecessary to consider 
the effect of the tenant’s heirs not taking 
steps to have the sale set aside after they 
had knowledge thereof, which question, 
moreover, was not argued before us. 

The appeal must, therefore, be allowed 
and the suit dismissed with costs in all 
Courts. 

Appeal allowed . 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal f*om Appellate Decrees Nos. 2134 
and 2364 to 2366 ok 1915. 

March 2, 1917. 

Present:— Mr. Justice Mulliol; and 
Mr. Justice Jwala Pra9ad. 

UDA1 CHAND — Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

JANG BAHADUR SINGH — Defendant 

— Respondent. 

Urn gul Tenancy Act (\ HI i >J 1885J, ss. 11G, 4 — Mart- 
yaye — Const cud ion of deed — Mortyayor lejt in posses- 
sion of part of mortyayed property , position of — Occu- 
pancy nyhts , acquisition of — Raiyats, kinds oj. 

Unloss there are the strongest reasons fordoing 
so, ji Court ought not to give a construction to an 
alleged attornment clause in a mortgage-deed 
which will have the effect of creating rights of 
tenancy in derogation of the mortgagee’s rights. lP* 
502, col. 1.] 

In order to determine whether a clause in a 
mortgage deed, allowing the mortgagor to remain 
in possession of a portion of the mortgaged property 
on payment of a nominal rent, amounts to an 
attornment clause, what is to be looked at is the 
real intention of the parties, and the facts ot each 
particular case must be taken into account in order 
to see what the intention of the parties was. If the 
intention was to create the relationship ot landlord 
and tenant, then the rent law of the country will 
apply, [p. 503, col. 1.] 

Kven when the alleged attornment is created by 
a conveyance other than the mortgage-deed, it is 
open to the Court to hold that the mortgage and 
the lease constitute one transaction and that the 
mortgagee is entitled to count the alleged rent as 
a charge upon the mortgaged property qua principal 
and interest. [ p. 502, col. 2.J 


Out id 200 lay has of zero it land mortgaged by the 
defendants to the plaint ilT in 1800, an area of 50 
biyhas was left in possession of the former who 
were liable to pay a nominal rent of S annas per biyha 
for use and occupation. In 1002, a further area of 
4 biyhas was by a kabutiyat let out to the defendants 
at a rental of Us. 1 1. Plaintiff brought a suit for 

lMTOllK III Vi M 1 f niul I III' I'hiK 111 








the mortgage: 

Held, (l) that the clause relating to the 50 biyhas 
was not an attornment clause, but was merelv an 
arrangement made by favour of the landlord by 
which the mortgagor was allowed to remain in 
possession in the capacity of something like a 
licensee, and that the land being zerait land, the 
protection afforded by section 110 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act against the acquisition of occupancy 
rights applied; [ p. 501, col. 2.J 


(2) that, the kabuliyat in respect of the 4 biyhas 
created the relationship of landlord and tenant 
between the parties, and that the defendants had 
acquired occupancy rights in the land as against the 
plaint itY [p. 503, col. l.J 

The law does not preclude a mortgagor from 
securing the status of an occupancy raiyat under 
his mortgage, J>. 503, col. l.J 
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Obiter dictum .— The Bengal Tenancy Act does not 
contemplate a raiyat who does not come under the 
classes enumerated in section 4 of the Act. [p. 503, 
col. 1 .] 

Appeal from a decision of the Subordi- 
nate Judge, Shahabad, dated the 10th 
July 1915, modifying that of the Munsif, 
2nd Court, Shahabad, dated the 19th 
November 1914. 

Messrs. Susil Madhab Mullick , Satish Gh. 
Bose and TJma Gh, Laha , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Messrs. Mr it uni ay Lai and Parmeshivar 
Dayal , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Mpt.lick, J. — This second appeal arises 
out of a mortgage executed by defendants 
Nos. 1 and 2 and their father Mahabir Singh 
on the 14th August 1896 in favour of 
the plaintiff in respect of the shares in 
several mouzas inclusive of 200 bighas 
of zerait land. Out of the said 200 bighas 
an area of 50 bighas was, according to 
the plaintiff, left in the possession of the 
mortgagors as licensees, who were liable 
to pay a nominal rent of 8 annas per bigha for 
use and occupation. By a kabuliyat dated 
the 25th September 1902 a further area 
of 4 bighas , 10 cottahs was let out to the 
defendants at a rental of Rs. 14-5-6. 

The defendants in the present suit com- 
prise three sets of persons, (1) the mort- 
gagors, (2) the subsequent mortgagees, 
and (3) certain persons reoorded as raiyuts 
upon the lands alleged to be zerait. 

The plaintiff’s suit is for arrears of rent 
and for kh&s possession in terms of the 
mortgage. 

The Munsif found that the persons in 
occupation had acquired occupancy rights 
in all the lands and decreed only the 
claim for rent. On appeal the learned 
Subordinate Judge held that occupancy 
rights had been acquired in the jungle 
lands, but not in the 50 bighas which 
were zerait and which came under the 
operation of section 116 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, and he decreed the suit for 
rent and directed that if the mortgagor- 
defendants paid the arrears under section 
66 of the Bengal Tenancy Act within 15 
days they would be exempted from eject- 
ment.. With regard to the jungle, land he 
dismissed the suit for ejectment. The 
. plaintiff pqw prefers this second appeal. 


The first and most important question 
for determination is what is the construc- 
tion to be put upon the clause relating 
to the letting of the 50 bighas. Was it 
an attornment clause creating the relation- 
ship of landlord and tenant or was it a 
mere condition of the mortgage as between 
mortgagor and mortgagee, and was the 
stipulation for payment of Rs. 25 per 
year in essence a condition for securing 
the principal and interest. 

We have most anxiously considered the 
bond and are satisfied that the relationship 
of landlord and tenant was not created 
by this stipulation. It was not an attorn- 
ment clause at all. It was an arrange- 
ment made by favour of the landlord by 
which the mortgagor was allowed to 
remain in possession in the capacity of 
something like a licensee. It is admitted 
that the rent of 8 annas per bigha was not 
a fair and reasonable rent and I can 
conceive of no reason why the mortgagee 
should have brought the mortgagor upon 
the land at such a grossly inadequate 
rental, knowing full well that by the 
operation of our tenancy laws the latter 
might set up rights in derogation of his 
own rights as mortgagee. How dangerous 
such an act would have been if the lands 
had been ordinary agricultural lands has 
been shown by the fact that the Munsif 
found that the 50 bighas are not zerait lands 
and that the occupiers have occupancy rights. 
In the face of the learned Subordinate 
Judge’s finding, however, that dispute no 
longer arises and we must take it that 
the lands are zerait and that the protection 
afforded by section 116 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act against the acquisition of 
occupancy rights applies. 

In England it has been held that a 
mortgagor who remains in possession of 
the mortgaged property by the terms of the 
mortgage-deed without express provision is 
only quodum modo a tenant-at-will. A 
tenancy may, however, be expressly created 
by an express provision in the mortgage- 
deed and in that case he becomes a tenant 
by attornment and the relationship of 
landlord and tenant is fully created. The 
effect of such an attornment is that the 
landlord by reason of the provisions of the 
Bills cf Sale Act, which require registry- 
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tion, cannot as in ordinary rent execu- 
tions levy by distress but with that 
exception all the other legal incidents arising 
out of the relationship of landlord and 
tenant fully operate between the mortgagor 
and the mortgagee. 

When a mortgagor enters into a con- 
tract of tenancy with a mortgagee after 
the latter has entered into possession then 
if the rent is fair and reasonable and the 
transaction amounts to a re-demise of the 
land, the mortgagee as landlord is com- 
petent to avail himself of the remedy of dis- 
tress also. 

But in any event whether the attornment 
is by the mortgage-deed itself or by a 
separate subsequent-deed, the law in Eng- 
land appears to be that the relationship of 
landlord and tenant, if dearly and distinct- 
ly created, may subsist side by side with 
relationship of mortgagor and mortgagee 
[See Daubuz v. Lavington (1), Isherwood , 
Exporter, Knight , In re ('!) and Hally/. Comfort 

(3)]. 

The policy of the law in allowing at- 
tornment by the mortgagor to the mort- 
gagee was apparently in case of the mort- 
gagee and to give him the additional re- 
medies, for securing his principal and interest 
of distraint and summary recovery of pos- 
session. 

The possibility of any prudent mortgagee 
creating a title in the mortgagor in deroga- 
tion of his mortgage rights was never 
contemplated by the law of England, in 
India this consideration applies with still 
greater force. Here occupancy and non- 
occupancy rights are created by operation 
of statutory law, and unless there are the 
strongest reasons for doing so we ought 
not to give a construction to an alleged 
attornment clause in a mortgage-deed, which 
will have the effect of creating rights of 
tenancy in derogation of the mortgagee’s 
rights. 1s the intention to create the re- 
lationship of landlord and tenant so clearly 
and unequivocally expressed in the deed 
under consideration in the piesent case, 


(1) (1884) 1.4 I,). 15. I). 4 17; 54 I.. .1. (). 15. 284; 51 L 
T. 200; 32 W. K. 772 

(2) (1884) 22 Cl.. 1). 484; 52 L. .1. C’li. 470; 48 U T 
408; 41 W. It. 442. 

(3) (1887) 18 q. B. D. 11; f.o, L. . 1 . (I. B, 1 So: 55 L 
T. 550; 45 W. It. 48 


that we are compelled to say that no other 
construction of the mortgage-deed is possi- < 
ble? In my opinion the answer is in favour 
of the mortgagee. 

We ought not, unless we are compelled 
to do so, hold that the mortgagee did in 
tin’s case what no ordinary prudent mort- 
gagee would have done. . In my opinion 
the deed may be construed as showing that 
the real relation between the parties was not 
that of landlord and tenant but mortgagee and 
mortgagor and that the arrears of rent claimed 
in the present suit are really on account 
of principal and interest. In England such 
sums are a charge upon the property but 
the mortgagee is entitled to re enter if there 
is a clause to that effect. In America the 
stipulated rent is not a charge upon the 
property and the mortgagor may redeem 
without paying rent due to the mortgagee 
on the ground that the agreement to pay 
is only porsonal. Xanu v. Raman (4), Alt-af 
Ali Khan v. Lalta Prasad (5), Imdad Hasan 
Kh m v. Badri Prasad (0), Madhiva Sidhanta 
thiahini Nidhi v. Venkataramanjnlu Naidti 
(7) a..d Baghelin v. Mathura Prasad (S), 
favour the view that what is to be 
looked at is the real intention of the parties 
and that even when the alleged attornment 
is created by a conveyance other than the 
mortgage-deed it is open to the Court 
to hold that the mortgage and the lease 
constitute one transaction and that the mort- 
gagee is entitled to count the alleged rent as 
a charge upon the mortgaged property qua 
principal and interest. 

In Phimman Lai v. Bahadur Singh (9) and 
Khuda Bakhsh v. Alim un-nissa (10), the Court 
held that the leases which were executed 
subsequently to the mortgage- deed showed 
an intention on the part of the mortgagee to 
create a tenancy and not to continue the 
relationship of mortgagee and mortgagor. 


(4) it» M. : 

335; 4 

M. L. .1. 141; *5 1ml. 

l)cc. (N. s.) 

‘MO. 





(5) 10 A. 

400; A 

. NY. N. (1807) 128; 

0 link 

Doc. 

(N. s.) 420. 





(0) 20 A. 

401; 

A. \Y. X. (1808) 00; 

0 Tin! 

Doc. 

(n. s.) »*17. 





(7) 20 M.t 

'02. 




(8)4 A. 

440; A. 

NY. N. (1882) 71; 

2 1ml 

Doc. 

(N. s.) 002. 





(9) 23 A. : 

*48; A. 

NY. N. (1001) 95. 



(10)27 A. 

414; A. 

W.N. (1901) 273 f 1 

A. L. J 

. 715, 
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These cases are, however, only authority 
for the proposition that the facts of each 
particular case must be taken into account 
in order to see what was the intention 
of the parties. If the intention was to 
create the relationship of landlord and tenant 
then the rent law of the country will 

aP ?if this view of the case it is unnecessary 
for us to consider the status of the nior - 
gagors and of the persons who have been 
recorded in the Record of Rights as oo- 
cupancy raiyats. The plaintiff is entitled 
upon the terms of the mortgage-deed 
itself to a decree for the amount claimed 
as rent and for recovery of possession 
upon the terms of the mortgage of the 

50 With'^regard to the 4 bighas 10 cottahs 
of jungle land the matter is different. Here 
the letting was six years after the mor - 
gage and it in clear terms creates the 
relationship of landlord and tenant. H^e 
the mortgagee appears to have entered luto 
the contract of tenancy with his eyes open 

and he must, therefore, take the consequence 

of the operation of the rent law. 1 ha 
law does not preclude the mortgagor from 
securing the status of an ocoupancy raiyat 

under his mortgagee. 

I agree with the learned Munsif that the 

mortgagor has occupancy rights in is 

holding and that he cannot be ejected tor 

non payment of rent. The decree in regard 

to this plot of land will be only for recovery 

of the arrears of rent and the prayer 

for recovery of possession will be ismiss 

ed. 


A question has been raised before us as 
to the position of the mortgagors in respect 
of the zerait lands. In our view of t e 
case that question does not arise. There 
is a conflict of opinion on this point in 
the Caloutta High Court, but we incline 
to the view that as the mortgagors have 
been held not to be occupancy raiyats they 
must be non-occupancy raiyats and that the 
Fengal Tenancy Act does not contemplate 
a raiyat who does not come under the classes 
enumerated in section 4 of the Act. 

Mr. Mritunjay Lai, who appeared for 
certain minor defendants, attempted to attack 
the learned Subordinate Judge’s finding 
that the mortgagors and other persons in 


possession of the zerait lands were non- 
occupancy raiya's. But that point was never 
argued before the learned Subordinate 
Judge. Mr. Mritunjay Lai says that the 
point was not taken because his clients 
were respondents but that is no answer 
The plaintiff as appellant before the learned 
Subordinate Judge challenged all the findings 
of the Munsif and claimed to recover khas 
possession. It was the duty of Mr. Mritunjay 
Lai’s clients at that stage to take all 
possible grounds for resisting the recovery 
of khas possession and they ought to have 
asked the Judge to hold, as they are now 
asking us to hold, that the Munsif s finding 
as to occupancy rights was correct and 
that the plaintiff was not entitled to re-outer. 
Having failed to raise the point in the 
lower Appellate Court, the defendants can- 

not now do so here. , » 

The result, therefore, is that the order or 

the lower Court be set aside and the plaintiff 

will get a money-decree for recovery of the 

arrears 

represent principal and interest. Ihe 
plaintiff will also be entitled to recover 
khas possession of the zerait lands, bu 
his prayer for khas possession of the jungle 
lands is dismissed. The appeal is decreed 
with costs in this Court. The order as to 
costs in the two lower Courts is main- 
tained. , , j 

This judgment will g ivern the c mnected 

appeals in No, 23(5 1 of l91o, No. 2 !6o of 

1915 and No. 236d of 1915. 

Jwala Prasad, J.— 1 agree that the plaintiff 

is entitled to re-enter and to recover khas 
possession of the zerait lands in terms of the 
clause in the mortgage-bond whereby the 
mortgagors were allowed to remain in pos- 
session of the lands on condition of their 
Payment of the annual rent reserved and 
to vacate the lands on default of such pay- 
ment. I also agree that the plaintiff is not 
entitled to recover khas possession of the 

jungle lands. 

Appeal decreed . 
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CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal krom Appellate Decree No. 2504 

OF 1911. 

May 28, 1917. 

F resent-. — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 

Baja JATINDRA MOHAN RAY— 
Defendant No. 1 — Appellant 

i ' erf us 

Ttnja RAMESH CHANDRA RAY and 
others — Respondents. 

Lav Joint Jointly properl g used fur joint 
purpose— Right „f one member to built I upon * joint 
hind— Right of other members. 

Defendant, a member of a joint familv, during the 
absence of the plaintiff, unothri member of the 
family, erected a building on a portion of the joint 
land " hicli had been used for many years by the 
members of the family for eortain purposes: 

Held, that as the portion of the land on which the 
building was erected was such that neither party 
could have exclusive use of it without injury to the 
other, the plaintiff should have joint use of the 
building with the defendant, though the strict right 
ot the plaintiff would have been to have the huild?n<' 
demolished and to have the land restored to its 
original condition as it was before the defendant put. 
up the building, [p. 005, col. l.J 

Appeal against the decree of the Addi- 

tional Subordinate Judge, Zillah Khulna, 

dated the 20th May 1914, reversing that of 

the Munsif, 2nd Court at Salkhira, dated the 
31st of March 1913. 

B&bus Sarat CltunJra Roy Chou-dhury and 
nhudeb Chandra Roy, for the Appellant. 

Babas Maher, dru Nath Roy and hi oh in i 
Mohan Chatterjee, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher J.-This is an appeal by the 
hist defendant against a judgment of the 

Judge of Khulna, dated 
the 20th May 1914, reversing the decision 
of the Munsif of Satkhira. The plaintiffs 
brought the suit in the Court of first instance 
claiming a mandatory injunction and asking 
for an order on the appellant before us to 
demolish a certain building that he had 

erected on a portion of the joint pro- 

perty. In the course of the proceedings, 
he plaint was amended by permitting 
the plaintiffs to ask for joint possession. 
Ihe parties belong to the same family and 
they occupy a homestead of CO Liyhas, parts 
of which are in the exclusive possession of 
them and the unmining portion is j„ their 
joint possess,, ,, A piece of land about 
one ettah m area, according to the finding 


of the lower Appellate Court, for many 
years had been used on particular ceremonies 
by different members of the family for 
certain particular purposes. The user was 
not continuous throughout the year; but 
whenever proper occasions arose the land 
had been used in this way by the different 
parties. The defendant. No. 1 apparently 
during the absence of the male plaintiff in 
Calcutta representing himself as being an- 
xious to foster the religious life of the in- 
habitants of the locality approached a religious 
minded person and asked him to advance 
him money as a gift for the purpose of 
erecting a building in which this religious 
minded person was told that all the in- 
habitants of the locality might go to perform 
their worship. Apparently, this religious 
minded gentleman was deceived by the 
first defendant because the first defendant 
instead of erecting this building for the 
benefit of the public at large erected 
it, as he says, for his own purpose. The 
learned Judge of the lower Appellate Court, 
has direoted that the plaintiffs should have 
joint use of this building with the defendants. 
The building, as it appears, is going to be 
used by the defendants for lodging their 
guests and as the Judge points out, there is 
no reason why the guests of the plaintiffs 
should not be lodged there also along with 
those of the defendants. It is quite true 
that the use of the building would be sub- 
stantially different to that for which the 
person who gave the money to erect it 
thought that it would be used. That is a 
matter for that gentleman to settle with the 
defendant No. I , if he thinks it worthwhile 
to settle. We have nothing to do with that. 
The point that the learned Judge thought 
is that this is not an ordinary case of a 
large portion of ijmali land of which either 
party would take one portion without injury 
to the other. This is a portion of land of 
which neither party could have exclusive 
use, without doing substantial injury to the 
other. This pieco of land has for many 
years been used by the different members 
of the family on different occasions. The 
learned Subordinate Judge has come to the 
conclusion, as far as 1 can gather, that Ihe 
strict right of the plaintiffs would be to have 
the building demolished and to have the place 
restored to its original position as it was 
before the defendant No. 1 haying deceived 
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the gentleman with the religious mind and 
during the absence of the male plaintiff in 
Calcutta put up this building for the accom- 
modation of his guests. That view I think 
is right. If the building be removed, there 
is no doubt that the position of the defend- 
ant No. 1 would be the same as it was 
before he approached this gentleman who 
gave the money to erect this building for 
the benefit of the public of the neighbour- 
hood. However, the lower Appellate Court 
has awarded to the plaintiffs joint posses- 
sion of the building with the defendants. 
I see no reason to differ from the conclu- 
sion arrived at by the learned Judge of the 
lower Appellate Court. The present appeal 
fails and must be dismissed with costs. 

Newp.oold, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Civil Revision No. 173 of 1916. 

April 23, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Tudball and 
Mr. Justice Rafique. 

LALTA PRASAD and another — 
Plaintiffs — Applicants 

vtrsus 

RAM SARUP — Defendant — 

Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act Fo/ 1908), s. 20 — Juris- 
diction — Contract for sale and purchase of cotton and 
grain — Pukka arhat system — Accounts, rendition of, 
place of. 

Plaintiffs, residents ©f Bareilly, sued the defend- 
ants, commission agents doing business in Bombay, 
in the Bareilly Court on the allegation that the 
defendants made a contract with the plaintiffs for 
the sale and purchase of cotton and grain under 
pukka arhat system and agreed to render accounts 
at Bareilly. The defendants pleaded inter alia that the 
Bareilly Court had no jurisdiction. The plaintiffs 
gave no evidence of the contract: 

Held, that, under the circumstances of the case, the 
Bombay Courts had jurisdiction, [p. 506, col. J.j 

Civil revision against the decision of the 
District Judge, Bareilly, dated the 31st July 
1916. 

FACTS material for the report appear from 
the judgment.. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Motilal Nehru , for the 
Respondent, raised a preliminary point to 
the hearing of the application that no re- 
vision lay, as appeal was allowed by law 
under Order XLIII, rule 1 of the Civil 
Procedure Code, 


The Hon’ble Dr. Sundar Lai (with him 
The Hon’ble Dr, Tej Bahadur Sapru and 
Mr. P. N. Banerii ), for the Applicants. — No 
appeal lies as only one appeal is allowed 
and that was preferred to the District 
Judge. There is no second appeal from 
the order. Only an application for revision 
is allowed. 

[The preliminary objection was dis- 
allowed.] 

The Hon’ble Dr. Sundar Lai , after stating 
the facts of the case, contended that no 
opportunity wa3 given to the plaintiff to 
produce evidence. The plaintiff made an 
application to give evidence. If the appli- 
cation had been granted he would have 
shown beyond the oustora of pukka arhat 
that the contract was made at Bareilly and 
it was agreed that the moneys would be 
paid at Bareilly and the accounts would be 
rendered at Bareilly. An opportunity should 
be given to the plaintiff to tender his evidence. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Motilal Nehru was not 
called upon. 

JUDGMENT. — This application in revi- 
sion raises a question of jurisdiction. The 
facts, 90 far as we are concerned with them, 
may be briefly put as follows : — The plaint- 
iffs are residents of Bareilly. The defendants 
are commission agents who do business in 
Bombay. The plaintiffs’ case is that the 
defendants came to Bareilly, there made a 
contract as commission agents for the sale 
and purchase of cotton and grain etc., 
under what is known as the pukka arhat 
system and they agreed to render accounts 
at Bareilly and to make all payments of 
amounts remaining due after rendition of 
accounts at Bareilly. Among other defences 
the defendants pleaded that the Bareilly 
Court had no jurisdiction, they alleged that 
the contract was made at Bombay, that 
the account was to be rendered at Bombay 
and that it had been agreed that any 
amount due thereunder was payable at 
Bombay. Neither party gave any evidence 
on the question. This point of jurisdiction 
was treated as a preliminary point. The 
plaintiffs’ Pleader said that he wished to 
give no evidence. The Court of first instance 
held that in the circumstances the Bareilly 
Court had no jurisdiction and returned the 
plaint for the presentation to the proper 
Coqrt The plaintiffs appealed, As the 
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judgment of the Court below shows, the 

learned Pleader, for plaintiffs entirely waived 

two grounds on which one plaintiff ha 
pleaded that the Bareilly Court had junsdio- 
tion. The fi rst , was that the contract 
was made at Bareilly and the second was that 
the parties had specifically agreed to make 

payments of money at Bareil y. u 
point was pressed on two grounds (1) that 
according to the custom of the trade under 
the pukka arhat system the Bareilly Court 
had jurisdiction to try the suit and 
that according to the contract between the 
parties the defendants had agreed to render 
accounts at Bareilly. On neither question 
(of custom and of contract) did the plaint- 
iff produce any evidence. The case was 

argued out and the arguments were finished, 

and when they were over, a petition was 
tiled in the lower Appellate Court asking 
that Court to give plaintiffs an opportunity 
producing evidence on both the points. 
The Court declined to do that after the 
case had been completed. It agreed with 
the decision of the first Court and dis- 
missed the appeal. So far as the record 
stands, it is quite clear that the decision 
on the question of jurisdiction depended 
upon certain facts i>., the terms of the 
contract between the parties and the custom 
of the pukka arhat system. In the absence 
of evidence on these points the Court below 
was bound in the circumstances to decide 
against the plaintiffs. We are asked on 
their behalf to allow them an opportunity 
of producing evidence to prove that the 
Court at Bareilly had jurisdiction to try the 
suit. The opposite party has been put to a 
considerable expense already and has been 
dragged into two Courts and up to tins 
Court by reason of what may be called an 
over-weening confidence of the plaintiffs 

learned Pleaders in the Courts below in 
their knowledge of law. It is quite clear 
that the Court in Bombay lias jurisdiction. 
As the record stands, it is not shown that 
the Bareilly Court has jurisdiction and wo 
can see no benefit to arise in allowing a 
further waste of time and money in going 
into the points. We, tberefoio, must decline 
to send back t he case as the decision of 
(be Court below is quite correct. We, 

therefore, dismiss the application with costs 

including fees on the higher scale. 

Apfutil dismisse-L 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. sbd 

of 1914. 

April 23, 1917. 

present: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 

MOHENDRA NATH M AD AK 
Defendant — A ppellant 

versus 

PARE3H CHANDRA GHOSH-Pluntife, 
SATYA BHUPAL BANNERJEE and 

OTHERS — Pro forma DEFENDANTS — 

Respondents. 

,uu, l,asn— Sale- -Suit i" """" °i 

ren,b,r after rale of hU interest, ntn.nn.nalal'.J af- 
lat lollonl an t tenant— Cash ->.er lanMar.t, nyhtoj, to 

After the sale of a lumlh.nVs interest m land with 
all claims for rent in arrears, a suit for rent i 
maintainable in the mime ol the landlord as plaintiff, 
where the document under winch the proper!) s 
sold authorises the purchaser, as the uro vocable 
attorney of the vendor, to continue and prosecute in 
the name of the vendor suits will, reference to the 
moneys and claims transferred hy the document. 

j p. 507, col. 2. J . i • 

\ ro.8lmirr-luiullo.-d can l.v a smt rocovoi In* 
share of tin* rent when there has been sopaiate 
collection in respect of that share, [p. oOS, col. l.J 

Appeal against the decree of the Additional 
Distriot Judge, 24 Pergannas, dated the 
22nd December 19l3, affirming that of the 
Munsif at 24 Pergannas, dated the 30th April 

1913. 

FACTS of the case will appear from the 
following extracts from the judgment of the 

lower Appellate Court: — 

“Plaintiff’s case was that the defendant 
had three jamas under him the whole of 
which appertained to the Estate No. 70, 
though originally they had been under two 
Estates Nos. 70 and 71; 12 annas of the land 

appertaining to these holdings belonged to 
the owners of Estate No. <0, and the remain- 
ing 4 annas to the pro forma defendants who 
were the proprietors of the other estate. 
There was a Record of Rights under Chapter 
X of the Bengal Tenancy Act, in respect of 
Estate No. 70, and the mums as stated in the 
plaint were recorded therein as the correct 
rental The chief contention on behalf of 
the defendants was that plaintiff had no 
right to sue or to maintain the suit. 

As regards the competency of the plaint- 
ill’s maintaining the suit, the learned Munsif 
found that al chough plaintiff’s right had 
been conveyed to a third party by a deed of 
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transfer * * * there was a clear pro- 

vision contained therein giving him the right 
to sue. 

From that decision the present appeal 
has been preferred and the learned Vakil 
has contended on behalf of the appel- 
lants that inasmuch as the plaintiff had 
parted with all the rights by the sale deed 
Exhibit A he had no right to maintain the suit. 

In my opinion the argument is not well 
founded. What is said on page 6 (of 
the sale-deed) is that the vendor trans- 
ferred and assigned all rents and oases in 
arrears to the vendee but on the following 
page it is said that they are transferred 
* * to the purchaser with full power to 

the purchaser as the irrevocable attorney of 
and in the name of the said vendor but at 
his, that is, the purchaser’s own cost to ask, 
to demand, sue for, recover and receive the 
said several sums, so that there can be 
nothing which prevents the plaintiff from 
maintaining the suit in its present form. 

The appeal is dismissed with costs.” 

Babu Baranashibast Mukheijee , for the Ap- 
pellant. — My first point is that the plaintiff 
has no right to bring this suit as he has 
transferred his share in the estate together 
with the arrears of rent to some other persons 
who have not been joined as defendants. 
The plaintiff has no right to recover arrears 
of rent because he has already parted with 
that right. 

[Fletcber, J. — Was this point raised in 
the lower Courts ?] 

Yes. It was raised. As the right to sue 
for arrears of rent was transferred to the 
purchaser the purchaser should have been 
substituted in the place of the vendor, the 
plaintiff. The lower Courts were wrong in 
going upon the supposition that even after 
the transfer the vendor would have the right 
to sue in his own right. 

The next point is that the suit as framed 
is not maintainable, because it is not a suit 
under section 148A of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. The plaintiff here does not sue for the 
whole rent making the co-sharer landlords 
parties to the suit. He has sued only for 
the 12-annas share of the rent, whereas he 
ought to hav6 sued for the whole rent asking 
the co-sharer landlords to join, and if the 
latter did .not join he could get a decree 
for his 12-annas 3bare. The suit as framed 


is not maintainable by the co-sharer landlord 
in the absence of his other co-sharers. 
The suit must be for the whole rent, and 
then if the co-sharer landlords do not join 
or if the tenant proves that he has paid 
the co-sharer landlord’s shares of the rent 
then he can get a decree for his share of 
rent. A suit to recover rent by a co-sharer 
landlord is not maintainable unless the 9uit 
is framed under section 148 A, Bengal 
Tenancy Act. So upon the pleadings as 
framed this suit should be dismissed. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal by the de- 
fendant from a decision of the learned Addi- 
tional District Judge of the 24- Pergannas, 
dated the 22nd December 1913, affirm- 
ing the decision of the third Munsif at 
Alipore. The suit was brought to recover the 
rent in arrears for the years 131 I to 1314. 
B. S. The amount claimed was Rs. 54 2-5, 
The suit was instituted as long ago as the 
year 1908. So far about nine years, this 
litigation has been pending. Both the Courts 
below have decreed the suit. The defendant 
has appealed to this Court. 

Two points have been raised in this appeal. 
The first point is that the plaintiff had no 
right to maintain thi3 suit for rent on the 
ground that there had been an assignment of 
his interest in the land. The document under 
which the property was sold is Exhibit A on 
the record. It is a document in the English 
language and in the English form being an 
indenture expressly made between the plaint- 
iff of the one part and the purchaser of the 
other part. The document purports to transfer 
to the purchaser all claims for rent in arrears 
in the suit then pending. It authorized the 
purchaser as the irrevocable attorney of the 
vendor, that is, the plaintiff, to continue and 
prosecute in the name of the present plaint- 
iff the suit then in existence or any future 
suit with reference to the moneys and claims 
transferred by that document. It is quite 
clear that the sole object of the appointment 
of the attorney was to enable the suit to be 
continued in the name of the plaintiff with- 
out a new assignment being made and it does 
not matter to the defendant if he gets a per- 
fectly good receipt when he pays the money 
to the plaintiff notwithstanding this assign- 
ment. There is no force in that objection 
although I do not agree in the construction 
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that the learned Judge has put on the ap- 
pointment of the purchasers as the irrevocable 
attorney of the vendor. 

The other point was that the plaintiff could 
not sue to recover his share of the rent only 
and that the suit ought to have been brought 
to recover the whole rent due to the 
plaintiff and the proforma defendants. 
This point was not taken in the lower 
Appellate Court. In the primary Court, 
it was taken and the learned Judge in that 
Court found that the defendant’s documents 
showed that the plaintiff’s father brought 
a rent suit in respect of his separate share 
and that a cess return was filed in respect 
of that share. That finding seems to have 
been assented to and 1 think it could not 
be challenged as the ce*s-return and the 
decree showed what is called in this country 
a separate collection. That finding made 
by the learned Judge of the primary Court 
was not challenged in the lower Appellate 
Court Therefore, it is too late to raise 
it here. As a matter of fact, there is 
little doubt that the Munsif was right when 
he stated that this finding was arrived at 
on the cess-return and the decree passed in 
the other suit. The appeal fails and must 
be dismissed. 

Babu Jogendra Nath Ghose who filed a 
vakalatn'ima in this appeal on behalf of 
the respondent says that he has no instruction. 
The appeal has, therefore, been treated as 
uncontested. We, therefore, make no order 
as to costs. 

Newisoold, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 
Miscellaneous Appeal No. 38 ok 1 9 1 ( » . 

April 24, 1917. 

Present:— Sir Edward Clmmier, Kr., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Roe. 

Maharaja Sir RAVENESHWAR PRASAD 

SINGH ANDl T 0 E R s P I . A I N T I K KS — A P P E L L A N '1' S 

versus 

Rai I3AIJNATII GOENKA Bahadur— 

D E K E N D A N T — Re S PON DR N T . 

Ciril Procedure Code (Act I’ of 10(H), 47, (>. A 7,1', 

r. 15 -Revenue sole o/ ijmali share— Annulment <»/ sal,- 

• 

and recovery <>J possession of sh ires hi i j in :i I i sh ire, 
soil for — Order in Council - IWi ee — Partition „f 
ijmali shore — /•>.» cent ion — Decree-holder, whether entitl. 
rd I" 'hare substituted by partition for share decreed 


Plaintiffs brought a suit for the annulment of a 
revenue sale and recovery of possession of separate 
and distinct shares in an i jmali share and got a 
decree. The share had in the meantime been 
partitioned. On appeal t lie High Court reversed 
the judgment of the Subordinate Judge and dis- 
missed the suit. Seven of the original plaintiffs 
then appealed to His Majesty in Council and their 
appeal was allowed. Some of the appellants then 
applied to the High Court under Order XLV, rule 
15 of the Civil Procedure Code. The matter was 
sent down to the Subordinate Judge, who held that 
the applicants were not entitled by means of pro- 
ceedings in the Execution Department to ask the 
Court to enquire and determine what (‘States or 
interests had been substituted by the partition for 
the shares originally claimed and that the decree- 
holders could not get possession without bringing a 
regular suit to establish their title to the substituted 


estates or interests: 

Held, that the decree-holders were entitled to 
ask the Subordinate Judge under section 47 of the 
Civil Procedure Code to ascertain in execution 
proceedings what estates and interests had been 
substituted for their original shares in the ijmali 
ina hal and to give them possession of the substituted 
estates or interests, [p. 512, col. 2.] 

Appeal from an order of the Subordinate 
Judge, Monghyr, dated the 22nd February 

1916. 

Messrs. S. Sinha , Kuhcant Sahai , for the 
Appellants. 

Air. Naresh Chandra Sinha, for the Respond- 
ent. 


JUDGMENT. 


Ciiamier, C. J. — This appeal and Mis- 
cellaneous Appeals Nos. 37, 39,54, 69, SI, 90 
and 131 are appeals against an order of the 
Subordinate Judge of Monghyr, dated 
February 22nd, 1916, dismissing applications 
by the appellants for execution of an order 
of His Majesty in Council, dated January 
15th, 1915. The applications of all these 

appellants and others were beard together by 
the Subordinate Judge and were disposed of 
by one order. The appeals were heard in 
this Court together and this order will 
govern them all. 

Mahal Bist Hnzari included 360 villages and 
in the Collector’s register bore Tauei No. 336, 
The owners of specified but undivided shares 
in the mahal applied for and obtained from 
the Collector a separation of accounts. It is 
said that there were no less than 14S 
separate accounts. This left, however, a large 
residue commonly called the ijmali or joint 
share, the owners of which remained jointly 
liable for the revenue due in respect thereof. 
In 1901 the ijmuli vsl are >vas found to \>e in 
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arrears for the March and June instalments 
of Government revenue and was sold by the 
Collector on September 9th, 1901, and was 
purchased by the respondent Baijnath 
Goenka for a sum of Rs. 33,500. An appeal 
to the Commissioners of the Division by the 
owners of the ijmali share under section 25 
of Act A I of 1859 having been dismissed 15 
owners of shares in the ijmali share brought 
a suit in the Court of the Subordinate Judge 
of Monghyr on September 30th, lfc 02, for 
annulment of the sale and for recovery of 
possession of their shares. As it was suggest- 
ed before us by Counsel for some of the 
appellants that this was a suit by or on behalf 
of the whole body of owners of the ijmali share, 
it is necessary to point out that it was not so. 
Only fifteen persons were originally plaint- 
iffs in the suit and they set out in paragraph 
1 ot their plaint their specific shares in the 
ijmali shares. In paragraph 22 they specified 
the price which each plaintiff or set of 
plaintiffs had paid for each of the shares 
claimed and after claiming that the sale of 
the ijmali share should be set aside or 
declared null and void and inoperative in law 
the plaintiffs claimed possession of the shares 
described in the second Schedule to the 
plaint, which shows against the name of 
each plaintiff or set of plaintiffs the precise 
share which each plaintiff or set of plaintiffs 
sought to recover in the suit. The ijmali 
share comprised 31 or 32 villages. The 
claim for possession does not extend to all 
these villages but extends only to the 
specified share claimed by the different 
plaintiff. A large number of sharers in the 
ijmali share were impleaded as defendants. 
The Subordinate Judge held that the sale was 
null and void and on June 30th, 1904, he 
decreed the claim with costs and with mesne 
profits to be assessed in the Execution 
Department. When dealing with issue No. 3 
in the suit the Subordinate Judge said: “if the 
plaintiffs succeed in setting aside the sale 
there will be no difficulty in their obtaining 
possession of the specified shares of the 
properties comprised in the ijmali share 
which are held separately by the several 
plaintiffs. The jama of the ijmali share is 
joint but the properties comprised in this 
jama are held separately and the shares are 
also specified/’ and when dealing with issue 
No. 11 the Subordinate Judge said: “The 


plaintiffs are entitled to recover the pro- 
perties claimed by them, the shares of which 
are separately held.” It thus appears to be 
clear that though there was only one suit all 
the plaintiffs or sets of plaintiffs claimed 
separate and distinct share. On appeal the 
High Court on May 1st, 1907, reversed the 
judgment of the Subordinate Judge and 
dismissed the suit. Seven of the original 
plaintiffs then appealed to His Majesty in 
Council with the result that on January 19th, 
1915, their appeal was allowed, the decree 
of the High Court was set aside and the 
decree of the Subordinate Judge was 
restored save and except as to two villages 
named Matasi and Mirzaganj in regard to 
which the claim was permitted to be with- 
drawn with liberty to the appellants to 
institute a fresh suit in respect thereof if so 
advised. On June 10th, 1915, four of the 
appellants to His Majesty in Council, namely, 
the appellant in Miscellaneous Appeal No. 38 
now before us and the three appellants in 
Miscellaneous Appeal No. 39 now before us 
applied to the Calcutta High Court under 
Order XLV, rule 15 praying that Court 
to direct that the order of His Majesty 
in Council might be transmitted for execu- 
tion to the Court of the Subordinate Judge, 
to issue a certificate as to the costs incurred 
in the Privy Council Appeal in the High 
Court and to direct the -Subordinate Judge 
to proceed to ascertain the me9ne profits 
due to the applicants. On that application 
the High Court made the following order 
“Let the decree of His Majesty in Council 
be sent down to the lower Court for exe- 
cution.” The decree was sent down accord- 
ingly. Fifteen applications for execution 
were then presented to the Subordinate 
Judge. Three of them related only to costs 
and we are not now concerned with them. 
Another application resulted in a com- 
promise. Th9 order of the Subordinate Judge 
with which we are concerned related to 
the remaining eleven applications. For 
reasons which will be stated hereafter all 
eleven applications were dismissed. One of 
the applicants filed no appeal in this Court. 
The remaining ten appealed. Two of the 
appeals have already been dismissed for de- 
fault and the remaining eight appeals are 
now before us. 

^ Applications for the partition of mahal 
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Bist Hazari were made to the Collector as 
long ago as 1876. It does not appear exactly 
what stage in these proceedings had been 
reached when the sale for arrears of revenue 
took place or when the suit was filed in the 
Court of the Subordinate Judge or when his 
decree was made, but it is common ground 
that before the decree was made the pro- . 
ceedings required by section 57 of the Estate^ 
Partition Act, 1897, had been held. ./The 
partition was completed in 1908 shortly after 
the decision of the Calcutta High Court. It 
appears that at the time of the decree the 
plaintiffs in the suit were still recorded in the 
books of the Collector as owners of the shares 
which they claimed in the suit. The respond- 
ent who purchased the mahalat the revenue 
sale did not obtain mutation of names in his 
favour until 1903. Under the partition the 
different plaintiffs in the suit were allotted 
other shares in lieu of their original shares 
in the parent estate. In some cases they ob- 
tained shares in the same villages, in other 
cases they obtaiued shares in different 
villages. The matter is complicated by the 
fact that several of the plaintiffs held shares 
not only in the ijmali share but also in the 
separate accounts and it is further compli- 
cated by the fact that the respondent also was 
the owner of interests in some of the 
separate accounts before he purchased the 
ijmali share at the revenue sale. 

At this stage it is convenientto mention that 
when the suit was pending in the Court of 
the Subordinate Judge some co-sharers in the 
ijmali share who had been impleaded as de- 
fendants applied to be made plaintiffs in the 
suit and orders seem to have been made by the 
Subordinate Judge that they should bo made 
plaintiffs. That appears to have been the 
case with reference to the appellants in Mis- 
cellaneous Appeals Nos. 81 and 131. All 
tho papers are not before us but it appears 
that the appellants in these two appeals 
applied also for amendment of the plaint so 
that they too might obtain decrees for their 
separate shares. It is, however, doubtful 
whether the plaint ever was amended. Tho 
decree of the Subordinate Judge appears to 
give shares only to tho original plaintiffs. 
In the view which 1 am disposed to take of 
this case it is unnecessary to pursue this 
matter further. For the purpose of my 
judgment I am propared to assume that the 
plaint was amended as prayed. 
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It is also necessary to notice that the ap- 
pellants in Miscellaneous Appeal No. 69 
claim to W the representatives of certain de- 
fendants to the suit who never applied to be 
made ' plaintiffs. It is impossible to accede 
to. the contention put forward by Mr. Ganesh 
/Dutt Singh on their behalf that the decree 
of the Subordinate Judge should be treated 
as a decree in favour of all the holders of 
shares in the ijmali share. He sought to 
apply to the decree the analogy of decrees 
passed in suit for partition which can be en- 
forced by all the persons found to be entitled 
to shares whether arrayed as plaintiffs dr 
defendants in the suit. There can be nb 
doubt that Miscellaneous Appeal. No 69 
should be dismissed. 

In consequence of the partition having been 
completed as stated above in 1908, the appli- 
cants for execution of the Order in Council 
have prayed not for possession of the shares 
specified in Schedule II to the plaint but for 
the estates or interests whioh according to 
them have by the partition been allotted to 
them in lieu of their original shares in the 
ijmali share. The Subordinate Judge dis- 
missed all the applications on the ground that 
in consequence of the partition and on the 
authority of the decision of the Caloutta Higfh 
Court in Krishna Roy v. Jawahir Singh (1), 
the applicants are not entitled by means 6f 
proceedings in the Execution Department to 
ask the Court to enquire and determine what 
estates or interests have beeu substituted by 
tho partition for the shares originally claimed 
under Schedule II of the plaint iu the suit, 
The Subordinate Judge was of opinion that 
tho decree-holders could not get possession 
without bringing a regular suit to establish 
their title to the substituted estates or 
interests. He also held that all the applica- 
tions except two, namely, those made by the 
appellants in Miscellaneous Appeals Nos. 88 
and 39, should be dismissed on the ground 
that the applicants bad not applied to the 
Calcutta High Court under Order XL V, rule 

15. 

It appears to me that the view taken by the 
Subordinate Judge regarding Order XLV, 
rule 15 is correot and that those persons only 
(or their representatives) were entitled to apply 
to the Subordinate Judge for execution who 
had applied to the Caloutta High Court under 
Order XLV, rule 15. It may be that where 

(1) 20 0. 260, 10 Ind. Dec. (n. 8.) 176. 
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a decree has been passed in favour of a 
number of persons jointly an application 
under Order XLV, rule i 5 by one or more 
of them would be sufficient to entitle all of 
them to apply for execution in the Court 
below. But as explained above the suit in 
which the decree was passed was not a suit 
by several persons for possession of property 
to which they were jointly entitled. The 
claim was in reality a collection of claims by 
persons entitled to separate shares for pos- 
session of those separate shares and it is quite 
clear that each plaintiff or set of plaintiffs 
obtained by the decree a right to a separate 
share or separate shares. No single plaintiff 
is entitled .to execute the decree on behalf of 
all of the plaintiffs. Each plaintiff must 
obtain possession of the share or shares 
to which he is entitled. The action 
taken by the plaintiffs themselves shows 
that they understood that each plaint- 
iff must take out execution in respect of 
his own share. For these reasons I am of 
opinion that only those plaintiffs were 
entitled to apply to the Subordinate Judge 
for execution of the Order in Council who 
applied to the Calcutta High Court under 
Order XLV, rule 15, and obtained an order 
from that Court. In this view six of the 
appeals before us must be dismissed. 

There remain Miscellaneous Appeals Nos. 
38 and 39, the appellants in which applied 
to the Calcutta High Court under Order 
XLV, rule 15. The question which we 
have to decide is whether they were entitled 
to ask the Subordinate Judge to ascertain 
in the Execution Department what estates 
and interests had been substituted for their 
original shares iu the ijmali mahal and to 
give them possession of the substituted 
estates or interests. Counsel for the respond- 
ent, Baijnath Goenka, contended that th6 
decree of the Subordinate Judge which was 
restored by the Order in Council is now 
incapable of execution, that the plaintiffs 
ought to have informed their Lordships of 
the Privy Council that the ijmali share had 
been partitioned in 1908 and that if they 
had done so their Lordships would not have 
contented themselves with restoring the 
decree of the Subordinate Judge but would 
have gone on to declare that the plaintiffs 
were entitled to the substituted shares. 
Counsel also contended that the decree of 
the Subordinate Judge was contrary to the 


provisions of section 26 of the Estates 
Partition Act, which provides that every 
decree affecting a parent estate made by a 
Civil Court after the estate has been de- 
clared under section 29 to be under partition 
but before the date specified in the notice 
served under section 94, shall be made in 
recognition of the proceedings in progress 
under the Act for partition of the estate 
and shall be framed in such manner that 
the decree may be applied to and carried 
out. in reference to the separate estates 
which the Collector in his proceedings 
recorded under section 29 has ordered to 
be formed out of the parent estate. Counsel 
contended that if the attention of their 
Lordships had been drawn to these provisions 
they would have passed an order in com- 
pliance with them. It appears that the 
provisions of section 26 of the Estates Par- 
tition Act, 1897, and of the corresponding 
section in the earlier Act of 1876, have 
been more honoured in the breach than in 
the observance. The most experienced Legal 
Practitioner present in Court was unable to 
say that he had ever seen a decree passed 
in compliance with or even with direct 
reference to section 26 of the Act. Sub- 
section (2) of section 26 does not appear 
to apply to the case at all. Only sub-section 
(1) can be held to apply. At the time 

when the Subordinate Judge made his decree 

all that he could have done by way of com- 
pliance with section 26 sub-section (1) 
would have been to add to his decree a 
provision that the decree should bo executed 
with reference to the separate estate which 
tho Collector had ordered to bo formed out 
of the parent estate and which might in 
due course subject to any objections taken 
and allowed in the partition proceedings be 
formed out of the parent estate. At the 
time when he made his decree the exact 
form which he partition would take had 
not been finally determined and it appears 
rom certain papers which have been shown 
to us that m fact part of the order passed 
under section 29 of the Act was subse- 
quently modified. It appears that it would 
have been impossible for the Subordinate 
Judge when he made his decree to have 

indicated the exact substituted shares to 

which hls decree would apply. I n other 
words the Subordinate Judge could have 
clone no more than make a formal order 
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that his decree should be executed in reference 
to the separate estates which mig 1 e 
formed at the partition. His omission to 
do this does not, in my opinion, oblige us 
to hold that his decree is altogether in- 
operative. If the attention of their Lord- 
ships of the Privy Council had been drawn 
to the fact that a partition had taken place 
in 1908, all that they oould have done 
would have been to make a general direc- 
tion that the decree should be executed 
with reference to the altered state of affairs. 

It was contended by Mr. Pugh that the 
Order in Council is at present inoperative 
and that the plaintiffs cannot obtain relief 
even by means of a separate suit. It 
appears to me to be quite clear that the 
plaintiffs must be entitled either by execu- 
tion proceedings or by means of a separate 
suit to obtain relief. I cannot accept the 
suggestion that they should be required to 
apply to the Privy Council for amendment 
of the order. As I have already said, it 
appears to me that all that could be done 
by way of amendment would be to pass 
an order in general terms to the effect 
that the decree should be executed with 
reference to the altered state of affairs. 
In the case of Krishna Roy v Jawahir Singh 
(1), referred to above, the plaintiff had 
purchased a small share in Estate No. 831 and 
obtained a decree for possession against the 
defendants. Before he took out execution of 
the decree partition proceedings took place 
in which the interest in suit was converted 
into an Estate No. 2218. Instead of seeking 
to execute his decree he brought a. separate 
suit for a declaration that ho was entitled to 
Estate No. 2218, and it was held that the 
suit was not barred by section 241 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure. The decree made 
in that suit does not appear to have been 
made in accordance with the Estates Partition 
Act, but the High Court did not hold that 
the plaintiff was on that account unable to 
establish his right to the substituted estate. 
All that they held was that the proper course 
to pursue was to bring a separate suit. Their 
decision recognises the right of a decree holder 
to have recourse to the substituted share so 
also does the Estates Partition Act. I am of 
opinion that the irregularity or informality in 
the decree of the Subordinate Judge in 
the proouut case which was restored by 


the Order in Council does not deprive the 
plaintiffs of their right to recover what 
has been substituted for the original shares 
decreed to them. The question whether 
the plaintiffs should proceed by separate 
suit or in the Execution Department is 
not a matter of much importance. Section 
4 7 , sub section (2), of the present Code 
of Civil Procedure was intended to put 
an end to the scandal of persons being 
deprived of their rights by the difficulty 
of determining whether they should pro- 
ceed in the Execution Department or by 
a regular suit. That sub section provides 
that the Court may subject to any objection 
as to limitation or jurisdiction treat a 
proceeding under that section as a suitor 
a suit as a proceeding and may, if neoessary, 
order payment of any additional Court- 
fees. It appears to me that if the decree 
of th6 Subordinate Judge is operative to 
any extent notwithstanding the non-com- 
pliance with section 26 of the Estates 
Partition Act there is no reason why the 
plaintiffs should not obtain their rights in 
the Execution Department. In my opinion 
Appeals Nos. 38 and 39 should be allowed 
and the Sub)rdinate Judge should be 
direoted to restore the applications of these 
appellants to the pending file and hold the 
necessary enquiries. In these two appeals I 
would order that the costs of this Court in- 
cluding in each case a hearing fee of three gold 
viohurs should be costs in the c *-se and should 
be dealt with by the Subordinate Judge. 
Some of the difficulties whic ! > will confront 
the Subordinate Judge have been brought 
to our notice in the course of the arguments. 
Wo find ourselves unable to deal with 
them or to give the Subordinate Judge 
any detailed instructions inasmuch as Ije 
took no evidence and held no enquiry 
whatever. He should ascertain dxaotly 
the questions of law and fact upon which 
the parties before him are at varianoe 
and should endeavour by his order to put 
an end to a litigation whioh has continued 
for a great number of years. I would 
dismiss Appeals Nos. 37, 54, 69, 81, 99, 
and 131 with costs and in eaoh oase I would 
allow a hearing fee of three gold mohurs . 

R )K, J. — 1 agree. 

Appsah Nos . 38 Jj* 39 allowed ; 
Appeals Nos. 37, 54, 69, 81, 90 131 dismissed. 
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CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Appeals from Appellate Decrees Nos. 2245 

to 2248 of 1915. 

April 19, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Richardeon and 
Mr. Justice Walmsley. 

Maharaja Bahadur Sir PRODYOT 

COOMAR TAGORE, Kt., and others — 
Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

KRISHNAMONI DASYA — Defendant — 

Respondent. 

Appeal , second — Tenure , whether permanent — 
Finding of fact— Landlord and tenant— Kabuliyat, 
construction of— Tenure, nature of— Heritable ' and 
permanent — Burden of proof. 

The decision of the question whether a certain jote 
(tenancy) is a tenure or a raiyati holding is a finding 
of fact which is not open to question in second 
appeal, [p. 513, col. 2.] 

The question whether a tenure is a permanent 
tenure is not merely one of fact if it depends, at any 
rate to a large extent, on the construction of the 
kabuliyats executed from time to time by the tenant 
or his predecessors, [p. 5)3, col. 2.] 

A permanent tenure may bear a variable rent. T n, 
513, col. 2.] A 

Per Richardson, J . — Qu;vre — Whether a nen-trans- 
fcrable tenure can be a permanent tenure? 

Vcr Walmsley, J . — The descent of a tenancy from 
father to ton and then to the son’s widow is not 
enough to establish that the tenancy is heritable, 
[p. 514, col. 2; p. 5 '5, col. 1.] 

A tenant who claims an hereditary right under a 
lease which does not contain the words “from genera- 
tion to generation” has a heavy onus to discharge, 
[p. 515, col. 1.] 

Ihe right ot alienation though not an essential 
feature of a permanent tenure, is commonly regarded 
as an invariable incident, [p. 515, col. 2.] 

Per Curiam . — Where a tenancy was held for a long 
time and for a period of 70 years out of it only four 
kabuliyat* were executed and the tenancy descended 
from father to son and then to the son’s widow, but 
the kabuliyats bound the tenant to keep the trees 
intact and restrained him from making any trans- 
fer or partition of the lands and there were no words 
of hentability in the kabuliyats : 

Held, that the tenancy was a non-permanent 
tenure, [p 515, col. 2.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Special 
Judge, Mymensingh, dated the 5th June 
1915, modifying that of the Assistant, 
Settlement Officer, Mymensingh, dated the 
2]fit September 1914. 

Babus Ram Charan Mitra and Mukunda 
Nath Roy , for the Appellants. 

Babus Dwarkanath Ghahravarty and Romesh 
Chandra Sen , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

. Richardson, J.— I confess that I have had 


some difficulty with this appeal and the 
analogous appeals which were argued along 
with it. I have been greatly impressed 
with what the Settlement Officer says 
in his judgment in the present case (para- 
graph 3) about the origin and special 
character of these jotes. He says that 
they are known as khud jutes and he observes 
with great force that the term is reminiscent 
of the khud kasht raiyats of an earlier period. 
He mentions other features in the evidence 
which go far to show that in the opinion 
at any rate of the landlord’s officers, the 
tenants of these jotes possess rights which, 
to use a natural term, may be described 
as permanent residential rights. I have 
a strong suspicion that in spite of their 
present area the jotes were in their origin 
raiyati holdings, or they may have grown 
out of smaller holdings of a raiyati character. 
The special incidents now attached or 
sought to be attached to them by contract 
resemble very largely the ordinary incidents 
of a raiyati holding at the present day. On 
the question, however, whether theses are 
tenures or raiyati holdings, we are confront* 
ed with the concurrent findings of the Courts 
below that they are tenures. No attempt 
was made in the argument before us to 
displace that finding on any ground open 
in second appeal and it must, therefore, be 
accepted as final. 

In the appeal before us, the tenant’s 
rights being, as we must now take them to 
be, those of a tenure-holder, there is great 
difficulty in agreeing with the Courts below 
that the tenure is a permanent tenure. 
The question is not merely one of fact. 
It depends at any rate to a large extent 
on the construction of the kabuliyats executed 
from time to time by the tenant or his 
predecessors. It is a question of construction 
for instance whether the word “ sliara - 
shari ” or temporary”, which occurs in these 
documents or some of them, refers to the 
variability of the rent or the nature of 
the tenancy. The learned Special Judge 
in the lower Appellate Court has come to 
the conclusion that while the tenure is 
permanent and heritable, the rent is variable 
and the tenure is not transferable. Now 
there is no inconsistency at all between 
a permanent tenure and a variable rent, 
but permanency and non-transferability are 




INDIAN OASES. 


[ 191 ? 


PRODTOT COOMAU TAUORfc V. KRISHNAMONl DAS1 

not 80 easily reconcilable. Section 17 ^ of 
the Tenancy Act has no application be- 
cause the tenure is not a mukarari tenure. 

If the tenure is permanent it falls under 
the provision in section 11 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, which says that ‘ Every perma- 
nent tenure shall, subject to the provisions 
of this Act, be capable of being transferred 
and bequeathed in the same manner and 
to the same extent as other immoveable 
property.” If this section be read with 
section 10 of the Transfer of Property Act, 
it may be that, as the kabuliyats do not 
provide for re-entry by the landlord in 
case of breach of the condition against 
transfer, the condition is in any case void, 
whether the tenure is permanent or not. 
But, however that may be, 1 express no 
opinion on the point. Taking the term9 of 
the serie 3 of kabuliyats as a whole, it is 
not easy to suppose that the kabuliyats or 
any of them is either creative of, or refers to, 
a permanent tenure. 

The difficulty and responsibility of decid- 
ing in the first instance whether a parti- 
cular tenancy is a tenure or raiyati holding 
is often, in cases near the border line, 
enhanced by the fact that if the tenancy 
is held to be raiyati the tenant will have 
permanent rights of occupancy, while if it 
is held to be a tenure it may almost neces- 
sarily follow that the tenure is not perma- 
nent. The problem is sometimes specially 
difficult in the case of leases of new lands 
which are to be brought under cultivation, 
because the position of the tenant at the 
inception of the tenancy may be very 

different from his position, it may be many 
years later, when the land has been success- 
fully reclaimed and the question arises. 
At first it may not be to the landlord’s 
interest to deny that the tenant is a raiyat 
and there may be an understanding, probably 
on an informal basis, that he is a 

raiyat. As time goes on it may be very 
much to the landlord’s interest to assert 

that the tenant is a tenure holder. 

The present is a case in point. The 
dispute between the parties really turns 
on the question whether the jote is a 

tenure or a raiyati holding and the deci- 
sion on this question is not now open to 
review. 

On the whole I am forced to the same 
conclusion as that arrived at by my learned 


brother and concur in the order which he 
proposes to make. 

I may add that the relations between 
the landlord and his khud jote tenants 
appear to have been in the past of t e 
friendliest character. I trust that the presen 
controversy will not disturb the excellent 
relations hitherto existing and will not 
lead the landlord to treat his tenants with 
less consideration than he has hitherto 

done. . ... 

The judgments delivered in this case will 

govern the other analogous appeals. 

In all these appeals the parties will bear 

their own costs. 

Walmslky, J.— This appeal is by the land- 
lord, and arises out of an application under 
section 105 of the Bengal Tenanoy Act. 
The substance of the application is that 
the defendant-respondent’s interest in a 
tenure has been entered in the record as 
permanent, whereas it should be only 

temporary. 

The defendant pleaded that her interest 
was that of a raiyat , and was permanent. 
The olaim of raiyati interest is no longer 
under disoussion, and the question now is 
whether the tenure is permanent or not. 

The Assistant Settlement Officer held that 

the tenure was permanent. On appeal the 
learned Special Judge upheld this deoision 
with the qualifications that the tenure was 
not transferable and that the rent was liable 
to enhancement. The landlord now asks 
us to go further and hold that the tenure 
is not permanent. A permanent tenure is 
described in seotion 3 (S) of the Aot as 
a tenure which is heritable and which is not 

held for a limited time. , 

I will deal first with the feature of 
heritability. Four kabuliyats have been laid 
before us, one produced by the defendant; 
and three by the landlord, the first 
executed in 1250 B. S. (1S43 A. D.) 
and the other three in the years 

1277, 12S5 and 1295 B. S. From the evi- 
dence it appears that Rup Nath Das, who 
executed the first, was a benamxdar for 
Bishnu Charan and that the second was exe- 
cuted by Bishnu’s son Biseshwar, and the 
third and fourth by Biseshwar’s widow, the 
present defendant. The learned Judge bolds, 
and 1 think rightly, that the descent from 
father to son, and then to the son’s widow, 
is not enough to establish the fact of herit- 
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ability and he finds that heritability is 
proved by the oral statement of plaintiff’s 
first witness. This statement is set oat in 
fall by the Settlement Officer, and I need 
not repeat it. The part of it on which 
special emphasis is laid is the sentence 

why should the rnalik do an injustice by 
settling the jote with a new tenant.” It 
appears to me, however, that these words do 
not go very far. The witness only means 
that the dead man’s heir is recognized as 
having a moral claim to succeed to his 
father’s rights; he does not mean that the 
heir has a legal right which the rnalik 
cannot ignore. Against this evidence we 
have the very important omission in the 
kabuliyats: not on9of them contains the words 
from generation to generation. These words 
form a well known phrase, and the tenant 
who claims an hereditary right under a 
dooument which does not contain them has 
a heavy onus to discharge. Not only does 
the oral evidence just referred to fail to dis- 
charge that onus, but the same witness by 
his reference to the payment of nazarana 
at least suggests that succession of son to 
father is not a matter of right, but a matter 
o graoe and payment. In my opinion, 

therefore, the feature of heritability is not 
proved. 

Next as to the words “which is not held 
for a limited time.” The finding of the 
Courts below is that the settlement of the 
tenure was permanent, but the settlement of 
the rent payable in respect of it was tem- 
porary. It is not necessary to consider 
whether such a contract is possible, because 
there are other terms in these kabuliyats which 
call for remark, and help to decide the true 
nature of the arrangement. 


In the first place all the kabuliyats bind 
the tenant to keep the trees intact; and in 
the second place they all restrain him from 
making any transfer of the land. The last 
three add that he must not partition the 
lands. In the ordinary way a tenure-holder 
has the right to cut down trees, and the 
right of alienation, though not an essential 
feature of a permanent tenure, is commonly 
regarded as an invariable incident. 

Next, the three later kabuliyats speak of a 
sarasari and like the first they are for a 
term of years. They contain no clause to 
the effect that the rout only ia temporary: 


The most that can be said for them is that 
each in turn gives the tenant the right to 
enter into a fresh arrangement on terms to 
be fixed by the landlord. More important 
than this is the condition in the three later 
kabuliyats for the landlord’s right of re-entry 
in the event of the tenant not entering into 
a fresh arrangement. It is true that this 
condition is not in the kabuliyat of 1250 B. 

but I think the learned Vakil for the 
appellant is right in asking us to look at the 
terms of the latest agreement rather than 
of the earliest. This condition cannot, I 
think, be reconciled with the defendant’s 
claim for permanency and is by itself suffi- 
cient to prove that the tenure is held for a 
limited time. It seems to me impossible 
to hold in the face of such a condition 
that the temporary character of the agree- 
ment was limited only to the amount of 
rent. On the other hand, it is pointed out 
that the tenant has been in possession for 
a long time, and that for a period of 70 
years only four kabuliyats , for terms aggregat- 
ing 29 years, are produced. I fail to see 
that these facts alter the nature of the agree- 
ment between the parties, and it is to be 
remarked that the first kabuliyat is for an 
area less than one fourth of the area 
mentioned in the last kabuliyat Repeated 
renewaJs of an agreement do not change 
the character of an agreement. 

. is » 1 think, equally unsafe to draw any 
inference from the fact that the landlord has 
granted settlement again and again to the 
same man or to his successor-in-interest. Self- 
interest may be the explanation, or friendly 
relations between landlord and tenant. 

In my opinion the decision of the learned 
Special Judge is wrong, and I would decree 
the appeal and order the entry in the Record 
of Rights to be corrected, that is to say by 

* ^ word non-permanent” for 

the words permanent and heritable.” 

Appeals allowed , 
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PANKAJAMMAL V . SECRETARY OF STATE. 

MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Letters Patent Appeal No. 123 of 1915. 

November 24, 1916. 

present: — Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt., 
and Mr. Justice Seshagiri Aiyar. 
PANKAJAMMAL— Plaintiff- 

Appellant 

versus 

SECRETARY" of STATE for INDIA by 

the COLLECTOR of 
NORTH ARCOT and others — 

Defendants and Legal Reprecentatives of 
4th Defendant — Respondents. 

Hindu Law and Usage— \J bhaynm or festival, perform- 
ance of, by female , right of— Burden of proof, question, 
of when evidence let in on both aides— Civil Procedure 

Code (Act V of 1938J, *. ICO U)— 'Usage having the 

force of law,' meaning of -Private right , whether falls 
under a. 100 (a) —High Court— Appeal, seconi -Evi- 
dence of usage , decision on. 

The right to perform an ubluiyam or festival being 
a secular privilege unconnected with the right to 
honours, a female is not disqualified by reason of her 
sex from performing an ubhayam in a temple. [p. 

516, col. 2.] . , , . 

It would ordinarily be the duty of temple authori- 
ties to receive money that may be tendered to 
perform a festival from whomsoever it may come. 

f p. 516, col. 2 ] 

The burden of proving that none but a male can 
perform an ubhayam or festival is on the person 
setting up such a special custom, [p. 616, col. 2; p. 

517, col. 1.] 

In cases where evidence lias been let in by both 
parties to a suit, the best course is for the Court 
to weigh the evidence as a whole without throwing 
the bnrden of proof on either party, [p. 517, col. 1.] 

The expression ‘usage having the force of law’ in 
section 100 (a\ Civil Procedure Code, should ordi- 
narily be confined to the usages of the country or of 
the community, the law merchant and usages referred 
to in section 11 of Act VIII of 1865. It is doubtful 
whether questions as to private rights fall within the 
section, [p. 517, col, 1.] 

Where the judgment of a Court of Appeal on a 
question of custom or usage is reversed by the High 
Court in second appeal on a preliminary point, it 
should not take on itsolf to cxainiuo tho ovidonoo as 
to usage as if it were hearing a first appeal, but 
should remand the case for disposal by the lower 
Appellate Court, [p. 517. col. 1.] 

Appeal under clause 15 of the Letters 
Patent, against the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Srinivasa Aiyangar, dated 21st July 1915, in 
Second Appeal No. 2376 of 1914, preferred 
against the decree of the DistrictOourt, North 
Aroot, in Appeal Suit No. 850 of 1913 
(Original Suit No. 215 of 1912 on the lile of 
the Court of the District Munsif, Ranipet). 

Messrs. T. R. Ramachandra Aiyar and 

M, Vcilantum, for the Appellant. 


Mr V. Bamesam (Government Pleader) 
and Mr. N. S. Bangasami Aiyangar, for the 

Respondents. . . a 

JUDGMENT.— The question in this case 

is whether the daughter of a Thathachari 
belonging to the Thandr. family « disquali- 
fied from performing a festival in the Con- 
jeevaram temple, by reason of the fact that 
she had been married into another family. 
The marriage may give her a different go- 
tram, but it is not right to sayl that she 
ceases to belong to the family of her father 
on that account. She and her sons would 
be the heirs to her father s property. 1 he 
right to perform a festival is a seoular 
privilege, and has no connection with the 
right of Theerthams and other honours. 1 he 
learned Judge in the Court below seems 
to have thought that the claim to perform 
the festival carried with it the right to 
Theerthams and to the other honours belong- 
ing to the Thathachari family. In this 
Court this portion of the judgment was not 
sought to be supported. It was argued that 
the right to perform a festival conferred 
an office and that such an office could be 
held only by a male member of the Thatha- 
chariar’s family. There is no analogy bet- 
ween the holding of a subordinate trustee- 
ship like a kattalai dharmakartashxp and 
the performance of a festival. The oases 
quoted relate to the former class and have 
no bearing on the latter. Oq the other 
hand, it has been held in this Court that 
a female is not incompetent by reason of 
her sex from claiming the archaka right. 
Tang ir ala CKiranjivi v. Raja Manikya Rao 

(1) and Bajeswari Ammal v. Subramama 
Archakar (2). It would ordinarily be the 
duty of the temple authorities to reoeive 
the money that may be tendered to perform 
a festival from whomsoever it may come. In 
VengamuthH v. Pandaveswara Ourukal (3) it 
was held thatsuch acontribution from a danc- 
ing girl should not be rejected. Pnma fane, 
therefore, the daughter of the last ubayakkar 

would be entitled to ask the temple trustees 

to reoeive the expenses of the festival frotn 
her. If it is objected to that none but 
a male oould perform such a festival, it is 
for these that set up the special oustom 

(1) 25 Inti. Cns. 283; 27 M. L. J. I7t>. 

(2) 32 I ml Cos. 975; 40 M. 105; 30 M.L. •». —2. 

(3) 0 M. 161; 2 I ml. Dec. (n. s.) 3S4. 
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to prove it. However, we do not want to 
decide this case on the ground that the 
defendants have not established their conten- 
tion. We are clearly of opinion that the 
learned Judge is wrong in holding that the 
burden was on the plaintiff. In a case like 
this, when both sides have let in evidence, 
the best course would be to weigh the evi- 
dence as a whole without throwing the 
burden of proof on either party. In this 
view we must reverse the decree of the 
learned Judge of this Court and of the 
District Judge and remand the appeal to 
him for disposal on the merits. 

Before we send the case down it is desirable 
to advert to the extreme contention that was 
put forward in this Court that in all cases, 
where evidence as to custom has been let in, 
we are bound to weigh such evidenceand decide 
for ourselves upon the materials. Mr. 
Ramachandra Aiyar, who came in at a later 
stage of the case, conceded that this con- 
tention is not supported by authority. The 
learned Yakil argued that the question 
whether on the facts as found, the Courts 
below were justified in saying that a cus- 
tom has not been proved is a point on which 
the High Court is entitled to draw its own 
inference. To the proposition thus advanoed, 
we see no objection. But we must point 
out that the value to be attached to the 
evidence let in, its reliability and in a 
measure its relevancy are all matters for the 
Court below and that the High Court would 
not be justified in weighing the evidence 
as if it were sitting to hear a first appeal. 

It is open to doubt whether the expres- 
sion a usage having the force of law’ in 
section 100 (a) should not be confined to 
the usages of the country or of the com- 
munity as suggested by Petheram, C. J., in 
Nivath Singh v. Bhikki Singh (4). Customs 
like presumption, the law merchant and 
usages like those referred to in section 11 of 
Act VIII of 1865 seem to have been in 
the contemplation of the Legislature. It 
seems doubtful whether a private right like 
the one we are considering falls within 
section 100, olause (a). However that may 
be, we feel no doubt that the High Court 
should not be called upon to examine the 
oral and documentary evidence relating to a 
private custom as if it were hearing a first 

(4) 7 A. 649 at p. 653; A. W. N. (1885) 151; 4 Ind. 
(n. s.) 830. 


appeal. For the reasons already given, we 
allow the second appeal and remand it for 
disposal on the, merits. The costs will abide 
the result. , .. „ 

Appeal allowed-, Case remanded. 

v. n. p. 

' t-i. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Order No. 305 

of 1916. 

April 26, 1917. 

Present : — Mr.. Justice Sharfuddin and 

Mr. Justice Roe. 

MAHAMAYA PRASAD SINGH and others 
— Judgment-debtors — Appellants 

versus 

Musammat SUKHDIYA KUAR — Decree- 

holder— Respondent. 

Execution — Decision on preliminary point— Appeal, 
whether lies — Practice of Calcutta High Court, v'helher 
to be followed by Patna High Court. 

Where a judgment-debtor objected to execution on 
the grounds, Jirst, that the decree was not capable 
of execution and, secondly , that there was nothing 
due under it, and the Court decided the first ground 
of objection against him: 

Held, that no appeal lay against that decision 
before the second issue was gone into. [p. 518, col. 2.] 

Kamini Debi v. Promotl\a Nath, 27 Ind. Cas. 317; 
19 C. W. N. 755; 20 C. L. J. 476 and Chanmalsivami 
Rudraswami v. Gangadhurappa Baslingappa, 26 Ind. 
Oas. 885; 39 13. 339; 16 Bom. L. H. 954, fob 

lowed. 

Where there is a general practice sanctioned by 
concurrent decisions in Calcutta the Patna High 
Court will not depart from it. [p. 518, col. 1.] 

Appeal against ‘ the decision of the 
Subordinate Judge, Darbhanga, dated the 
5th December 1916. 

Sir Ali Imam and Mr. Murari Prasad , 
for the Appellants. . 

% 

Messrs. Fakhruddin, Khurshaid Husnain 
and Jagannath Prasad, for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — A preliminary objection 
is taken in this case that no appeal lies. 
The facts briefly are that the learned Sub- 
ordinate Judge had before him two questions 
to consider — (1) Was the decree which he 
was asked to execute capable of execution? 
and (2) Was there anything due under it? 
The learned Subordinate Judge has decided 
the first issue against the judgment-debtor. 
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The judgment-debtor, therefore, wishes to 
appeal to this Court before the second 
issue is gone into. Whatever may be 
the rights of the matter in controversy 
it is quite certain that there has been a steady 
cursus curias in Calcutta that no appeal 
lies in such a case. Various authorities 
have been cited at length in the case of 
Kamini Debt v. PrQmotha Nath (1). The 
same view was taken in the Full Eench case 
Chanmalswami Rudraswami v. Gangadharappa 
Baslingappa (2). 

It has constantly been said here that 
where there is a general practice sanctified 
by concurrent decisions in Calcutta we 
will not depart from it in Patna. The 
appeal ip, therefore, dismissed with costs. 
Hearing fee three gold mohurs. 

Let the record be sent back at once. 

Appeal dismissed. 

(1) 27 Ind. Cas. 317; 19 C. W. N. 755; 20 C. L. J. 
476. 

(2) 26 Ind. Cas. 885; 39 B. 339; 16 Bom. L. R. 954. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Appeal against Order No. 104 ok 1915. 

October 1 1, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Oldfield and 
Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar. 

KOVVIDI SATTIRAJU— Defendant 

No. 2 — Appellant 

versus 

PATAMSETTI VENKATASWAMI and 
others — Plaintiff and Defendant No. 1 
and Supplemental Respondent — 

Respondents. 

Hindu Law — Adoption by minor u idov\ validity of 
— Ratification of imprrjcct adoption , legality of — 
Majority Act (IX oj 1875), s. 2. 

The age of capacity of a person, whether male or 
female, to make a valid adoption under Hindu Law 
commences at the ago of 16, that is, on the com- 
pletion of the 16th year. [p. 520, col, l.J 

A widow, therefore, has not the legal discretion to 
adopt a proper hoy to her husband before she 
finishes t ho 15th year of her age. [p. 520, col. 2.] 

It is only the widow's discretion exercised after 
she attains majority and is thus capable of legal 
discretion in civil matters that can validate the 
adoption made bv her to her husband. Tho discre- 
tion cannot.be replaced, when she is less than 15, 
h.v her guardian’s intelligent and disinterested 
advice, fp. 520, col. 2.] 


Ranganayalcamma v. Ahcar Setti , 13 M. 214; 4 Ind. 

Dec. (n. s.) 861, not approved. 

Where a widow is directed by her husband to 
adopt a particular boy and she has no discretion 
in the matter, her adoption of that boy, even when 
she is under 15 years of age, is valid, [p. 621, col. l.j 

An imperfect adoption by a minor widow cannot 
be ratified by her after her attainment of majority. 

[p. 524, col. 1.] . 

Per Oldfield , J.— The ratification of an adoption 

should not be interpreted loosely as covering 
estoppel, which debars the party fiom. denying, or 
conduct, which would establish against him a 
consent when the adoption was made. The only 
doctrine that is akin to it in its relation to adoption 
is the definition of ratification given by Lord Watson 
in Steicart v. Kennedy , (1890) 15 A. C. 75, as the 
‘confirmation of an imperfect obligation by the 
party who was not legally bound by it.’ [p. 623, col. 2; 
p. 624, col. 2; p. 526, col. 1.] 

Appeal against, the order of the Court of 
the Subordinate Judge, Cooanada, dated the 
31st December 1914, in Appeal Suit No. 119 
of 1914, preferred against that of the District 
Munsif, Cocanada, in Original Suit No. 

624 of 1912. 

Mr. B, Narasimlia Raw, for the Appel* 
lant. 

Mr. S. K . Parthasaradhy Axyaugar for Mr. 

V. Ramesam , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sadasiva Aiyar, J.— The 2nd defendant is the 
appellant in this case. .The plaintiff brought 
the suit for possession of the plaint lands 
as lessee from the 1st defendant who, the 
plaintiff alleges, was the adopted son of one 
Subbarayadu who died in 1907, having by 
his registered Will, executed shortly before 
bis death, given authority to his widow, 
Viyyammal, about 11 years old at that time, 
to make an adoption, if, and when, she 
chooses. The 1st defendant is still a minor 
and the lease relied upon by the plaintiff 
was by his alleged adoptive mother’s father 
aoting as guardian of the 1st defendant and 
is dated July 1912. Viyyammal attained 
majority in February 1914, about 1* years 
after this suit was brought. The 1st defend* 
ant’s adoption is said to have taken plaoe in 
May 1907 very soon after her husband’s 
death. One of the defences raised in the case 
is that the 1st defendant was not validly 
adopted to Subbarayadu by Viyyammal and 
that, therefore, the plaintiff cannot maintain 
the suit as the 1st defendant’s lessee. The 
District Munsif held that the 1st defendant’s 
adoption was invalid and dismissed the suit. 
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I think it convenient to consider at this stage 
some of the important precedents on this 
point, (a) In Mondakini Dasi v. Adinath Ley 

(I) it was held that an adoption by a widow 
who was a minor at the time (that is, who 
had not attained her 18th year according to 
the Indian Majority Act) would be valid, 
provided the widow had attained sufficient 
maturity of understanding to comprehend 
the nature of the act, especially if her hus- 
band had indicated the boy to be adopted and 
left her no discretion in the matter of 1st 
defendant’s adoption, and it is found by 
both Courts that (Viyyammal was only 
about 11 years old) she had not attained 
sufficient maturity of understanding to ex- 
eroise a proper discretion as to the boy to 
be adopted. Hence the adoption was invalid if 
her discretion was a sine qua non . ( b ) In 

Ranganayakamma v. Alwar Setti (2\ it was 
held that a 13 years’ old widow had not 
sufficient discretion of her own to 
choose a proper boy for adoption, but that 
the intelligent and disinterested guidance 
of her legal guardian seeking bona fide 
to provide for a spiritual necessity with 
due regard to her interest, so far as it is 
compatible with such necessity,” can take 
the place of her own discretion. 4< There 
must,, however, be oogent evidence of such 
intelligent and disinterested guidance.” 
These observations were, however, obiter dicta' 
as the adoption in that case was set aside on 
the ground that the consent of the widow of 
13 years of age was obtained by coercion and 
she repudiated the adoption in the suit, (c) 
In Jumoona Dassya v. Bamasoondari Dassya 
(3) it was held that a youth of 15 or lb had 
attained years of discretion according to 
Hindu Law and is capable of giving permis- 
sion to his widow to adopt though, not having 
attained the age of 18 years, he was a minor 
for most other purposes. ( d ) in Sti Rajah 
Venkata Larasimha Appa Row v. Sri Rajah 
Rangayya Appa Row ( 4) this Court (Davies 
and Benson, JJ.) held that an adoption made 
by a major widow under coercion is only void- 
able by her and can be ratified by her; but 
when that case went up on appeal to the 


0) 18 C. GO; 9 Inti. Doc. (n. s.) 47. 

(2) 13 M. 2 1 4; 4 Inch Dec. (n. s.) 801. 

(3) 1 C. 289; 25 W. R. 235; 3 I. A. 72; 3 Sar. P. C. 
J. 002; 3 Suth. (P. 0.) J. 222; 1 Inch Doc. (y s » 182. 

(4) 29 M. 437; 16 M. L. J. ITS. 


Privy Council [ Veulcata Narasimha Appa 
Row v. Parthasarathy Appa Row (5)], the 
adoption was set aside on some other 
ground (namely, that the power given by the 
husband to the two widows jointly had 
lapsed by the death of one of them) and their 
Lordships had not to consider the question 
whether an adoption made under coercion 
can be ratided by a major widow, (e) 
In Amrito Lai Putt v. Surnomoye Pasi (6) 
their Lordships of the Privy Council 
state that a husband could not give 
power to anybody except his widow to 
make an adoption. I shall quote the follow- 
ing passages from that judgment:— “That no 
one can adopt a son to a dead man except his 
widow is such a rudimentary principle of 
Hindu Law, and one so constantly occurring 
in ordinary life, that it is difficult to suppose 
any educated man to be ignorant of it. That 
the widow’s choice of a boy may be restricted 
in various ways, and among them by requiring 
the consent of persons named by the husband 
is also familiar law.” The learned District 
Munsif found as a fact in this case (a) that 
Viyyammal exercised no discretion in the 
matter of the adoption and Ut her age at the 
time! wes not capable of exercising any dis- 
cretion; (b) that her father who acted as 
her guardian did not give disinterested advice 
to her m the matter of the adoption; (c) that 
the authority to adopt given by the husband 
required as a sine qua non the exercise of her 
own discretion that is, the power to adopt was 
so restricted by the husband that it could be 
exercised only according to her own discretion 
and that even if the substitution of the 
guardian’s disinterested advioe allowed by 
Ranganayakamma v. Aluar Setti (2) could 
be applied, there was no such disinterested 
advice given in this case, the advice (if any 
was given) having been very much interested 

„ °. n *PP eal > the learned Subordinate Judge' 
quite agreed with the District Munsif that 
Viyyammal was not at the time of the alleged 
adoption of an age which rendered her capable 
of exercising her own discretion in the matter 
of the adoption and that the advice of her 
legal guardian was not at all disinterested 

(5) 23 1,1(1. Cas. 1GG; 37 M. 199; (1914) M \xr v 

299; 12 A. L. J. 315; 16 Bom. L. It. 328* 18 C \V v 
554; 26 M. L. J. 411; 15 M. L. T. 285* 41 r , ?• 

(P. C.). * • A * 61 

(6) 27 C. 996; 27 I. A. 128; 4 C. W. X. -549. o 

L_ R.-.46:7 Sar. 1>. C, J. 033 14 Inch Ifc ( *°™j 
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He did not deal with sufficient clearness with 
the question whether the power given to her 
by her husband did not require as a sine qua 
non the exercise of her own discretion. He 
found that Viyyammal’s father did not give her 
an opportunity to exercise her own discretion 
in the matter and did not even consult 
her about the desirability of adopting a 
boy. But he remanded the suit to the 
District Munsif in order that, as she was, 
on the date of the Subordinate Judge’s 
judgment, nearly 19 years old and was in 
a position to state whether she would 
ratify the act that was done when she 
was 11 years old, she might be asked 
whether she ratified the act of adoption 
and that then the suit might be decided. 
Against this remand order, the present 
appeal has been filed by the contesting 
defendants. Several interesting ques- 
tions of Hindu Law were discussed during 
the course of the arguments in this case, 
and I shall shortly state ray views there- 
on, though I believe that for the deci- 
sion of this case, it is unnecessary to 
express a final opinion upon most of these 
questions. 

The Indian Majority Act fixing IS years 
as the age of majority says in 
section 2: “Nothing herein contained shall 
affect the capacity of any person to act in the 
following matters: — (a) marriage, dower, 
divorce and adoption:” We have, therefore, 
to turn to the Hindu Law as to the age 
of capacity of a person to make a valid 
adoption. The age of majority for both 
males and females according to Hindu 
Law, in my opinion, commences at the age 
of 1(5 (Praptetu Shodase Varshe), that is, 
on the completion of the fifteenth year. 
[See Methoormohun Roy v. Scorendro Narain 
Deb (7) and also Madhusudhan Alatiji y. Debi 
Govinda Neicgee (8).] Though the parents 
can give a girl in marriage before she 
completes her fifteenth year, the real ar.d final 
marriage in the days of the old Hindu 
Law took place when both bride and 
bridegroom were majors over 15 years 
of age. Even when the damsel becomes 
“marriageable”, that is has attained her 15th 
year, she is recommended in Chapter 9, 

(7) 1 C. 108; 24 W. R. 464; 1 Ind. Doc. (n. s.) 71 . 

W 1 lb lb 49 (F. B.); 10 W. R. (F. B.) 36. 


Sloka 90 of Mann, to wait three years 
before she chooses for herself; even that 
is only a moral precept as is shown by the 
next Sloka 91, which says that she does 
not commit any offence if she chooses her 
bridegroom after she attains her marriage- 
able age. The gloss of “eight years” in 
Sloka 88 of Manu is that of the ingenious 
commentator and is not- in the text. (See 
also Sloka 93, whioh says that the father’s 
dominion ceases when the damsel is of 
full marriageable age.) In the Privy 
Counoil case of Jumoona Dassya v. Bama* 
soondari Dassya (3), also, it is said that 
a male youth of the age of 15, of “the 
full age of adolesoenoe”, is regarded as 
having attained the age of discretion 
according to Hindu Law and capable of 
adopting. I do not think that Mr. 
Justice Mitter in Rajendro Narain 
Labor ee v. Sooroda Soonduree Dabee (9) 
intended to state that even before 15, a 
male Hindu could adopt, and if he meant 
it, I respectfully dissent from that opinion. 

1 am also clear that, according to Hindu 
Law, a Iwidow has not got the legal 
discretion to adopt a proper boy to her 
husband before she finishes the 15th year 
of her age. The obiter dicium also in 
Ranganayakamma v. Ahvar Setti (2) is that 
a widow of 13 years was not possessed of 
suoh discretion. There i9 nothing in that 
judgment to indicate that she is capable 
of exercising suoh discretion before she 
completes her 15th year. The Privy 
Council having held in Amrito Lai Dutt 
v. Sumomoye Dasi (6) that the only 
person who could make an adoption to 
her husband is the widow, I am inolined 
to hold that the obiter dictum in Ranganaya • 
kamma v. Alwar Setti (2), that her 
discretion oould be replaced (when she 
is less than 15) by her guardian’s in- 
telligent and disinterested advice, oannot 
be supported. Apart from the decision 
of the Privy Counoil also, I am clear on 
the Hindu Law that it is only the widow’s 
discretion exercised after she attains 
majority and is thus capable of legal 
discretion in civil matters that can validate 
the adoption made by her to her husband. 
I am further of opinion that the diotum in 


(9) 16 W. R, MS, 
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Sri Rajah Venkata Narasimha Appa Row 
v. Sri Rajah Rangayya Appa Row (4) (the 
decision in which as I said was reversed 
by the Privy Council on another point) 
that an adoption under coercion may be 
ratified just as a oontraot under coercion 
can be ratified is not, with the greatest 
respect, sustainable as the act of adoption 
is not an act in the nature of a contract 
and the validity of an act changing the 
status of a person cannot be made to remain 
in auspense at the option of the acters 
in the transaction. The question of coer- 
cion and voidability again does not arise 
in the present case. It is not alleged 
that the adoption of Viyyammal was brought 
about through coercion and hence is voidable, 
but the contention is that she was in- 
competent to give a valid legal consent to 
take a boy in adoption and to accept the 
gift made of a boy in adoption to her 
husband having then not attained the 
legal age of discretion according to the 
Hindu Law. The analogy applicable (if 
analogy from the law of contract is at 
all legitimate) is rather that of a 
contract made by a minor than that 
of a oontraot made by a major under 
coercion. 

Even assuming for the sake of argument 

(a) that Viyyammars guardian’s advice, 
if disinterestedly given, could supply the 
place of her own consent and discretion, 

( b ) that the Hindu Law does not require 
her to have passed her 15th year before 
she could make a valid adoption, I must 
hold, on the finding that she was not 
asked her consent at all and that her 
guardian’s advice was not disinterested, 
that the adoption was wholly invalid 
and could not be ratified. I am also 
clear that if her consent was an indis- 
pensable requirement under her husband’s 
Will, her gnardian’s advice cannot be sub- 
stituted for it. Where the widow was 
directed to adopt a particular boy by her 
husband and she had no discretion at all 
in the matter, then it may be that she 
might have validly adopted that particular 
boy even though she was less than 15. 
(See Mondakini Dasi v. Adinath Bey (1). 

Before concluding, I should like to fortify 
myself with the opinions of the two text writers 
(whom I consider as the best Sanskritists 
among English knowing Hindu Lawyers) on 


the questions of minority and theage of compet- 
ence to adopt. Jogendra Ohunder Ghose 
says in his book on Hindu Law at page 851: 

There is a divergence among Bengal and 
Benares writers about the age of majority 
under Hindu Law. The former says that it 
is the beginning and the latter that it is the 
end of the 16th year. The text of Angira 
shows that the Bengal writers are right.” 
And then he quotes at page 855 texts of 
Angira, Mann, Vishnu, Sankha, Lakhita, 
Narada and Brahaspati, which, read as a 
whole, clearly establish that till the end of 
the 15th year (Una Shodesa) a person is a 
bala and then become a major on entering the 
16th year. At page 584 the learned author 
says: — “The Privy Council have held that a 
minor of the age of 15 or 16 can give a valid 
permission to his wife to adopt. Mr. Mayne 
has interpreted the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Mitter on this matter to hold that a boy 
between the years of 10 and 16 can adopt. 
But the act of taking in adoption is not only 
a religious aot but a legal transaction 
( vyavahara ) and one who has not attained 
the 16th year is incapable of validly entering 
into such a transaction under the Hindu Law. 
(See Narada, XIII, 32 to 36).” I shall now 
quote a few passages on the Hindu Law of 
adoption, Tagore Law Lectures, 1888, by 
Golap Chandra Sarkar Sastry, M.A., B. L. 
At page 207 etseq. that learned author says: — 
An important question arises whether there 
is any limit as to the minimum age under 
which a person should not be permitted to 
adopt. The question is beset with consider- 
able difficulty in consequence of there being 
no express rule of Hindu Law on the matter; 
and the solution of it must, therefore, depend 
upon general principles of law and analo- 
gies.” “It is worthy of remark here that as 
adoption imitates nature, the relative age of 
the adoptor and the adoptee should be such 
that the one may be looked upon as the son 
of the other. Accordingly it was required 
by Roman Law that the adoptor should be 
older than the person adopted by full puberty, 
that is, 18 years. The same thing appears 
to be implied by Saunaka’s text, which says 
that the boy adopted should bear the reflec- 
tion of a son, though it has been explained by 
Nanda Pandita in quite a different way. He 
says that the boy should be one who is cap- 
able of being begotten on his natural mother 
by the adoptive father, This explanation 
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is, no doubt, given for a different purpose but 
it has also an important bearing on this 
question. Judged by this test an adoption by 
a minor appears most unreasonable.” ‘ The 
boy adopted is entitled to become an heir 
not only of the adoptor but also of his rela- 
tions and to become his co-parcener under 
the Mitakshara school. Therefore, the same 
reasons that require majority of a man for 
his competency to bequeath his property by 
a Will, apply with greater force to an adoption; 
for both are acts requiring judgment and 
reflection.” “The religious duty of adoption 
attaches to a married man failing to get male 
issue. And regard being had to the provi- 
sions of the Codes, relating to the religious 
duties in the successive stages of life, there 
cannot be any doubt that a man cannot con- 
tract a marriage during his minority without 
a breach of religious duties. He is to com- 
mence the study of the sacred literature at 
the 8th year (Manu II, 36), to prosecute his 
studies for a period at the lowest of 12 or 9 
years (Manu III, l)and after the studentship 
is over, he is to beoome a householder by 
marrying a damsel before her puberty. He 
may, on the lowest calculation, get a son at 
the age of 20, and failing to get one, may 
adopt. It follows, therefore, that religious 
considerations can by no means be put forward 
for supporting an adoption by a minor” 
There is nothing to be found in the Shastras 
contemplating marriage by a man in his 
minority. The Hindu Law does nowhere 
provide guardianship of a male for the purpose 
of his marriage. On the other hand, its 
provisions on the subject show that a man is 
to choose his own wife and to maintain and 
protect her himself. A perusal of the pres- 
cribed ceremonial law of marriage cannot 
leave any doubt on the mind that the bride- 
groom passing through the rites must be a 
grown-up man of mature understand- 
ing. Manu ordains ‘a man aged 30 years 
may marry a girl of 12 years; or a man of 
24 years a damsel of 8; but if he finishes 
his studentship earlier, let him marry 
earlier.’ Whatever interpretation you may 
put upon this passage, it shows beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that the marriage of men 
during minority cannot he justified on reli- 
gious grounds. Far less can an adoption by 
a minor be supported by religious considera- 
tions,” At page 249 in the same work it is 


said: “ An act of adoption by a widow, which 
she is not legally bound to perform, which is 
not conducive to her spiritual welfare” (as 
a widow may attain to heaven by practising 
religious austerities though destitute of male 
issue ”) “but which is highly detrimental to 
her temporal, interests by causing divestment 
of her estate, must, in order to be legally 
binding on her, be shown to be done by her 
as a perfectly free agent.” “ When an 
adoption by a young widow is set up against 
her, the Court will expect clear evidence that 
at the time she adopted, she was fully inform- 
ed of those rights and of the effect of the act 
of adoption upon them.” Regard being 
had to the above principles, it appears to be 
clear that an adoption by an infant widow, if 
not ab initio void, is voidable in law.” “To 
hold that an adoption in which an infant 
widow is caused to take a part meohanicelly 
is valid in law, would be legalizing a pions 
fraud; for it must virtually be the aot of those 
under whose custody the infant widow may 
be placed, and who abuse the authority they 
possess over the widow by making her to 
adopt when she is inoapable of understanding 
the effects of the act on her own rights, ap- 
prehending that she may refuse to do so, after 
attaining majority, being influenced more by 
her personal interests than by the pious duty 
of adopting a son to her deceased husband. A. 
Bombay Sastri gave his opinion that a widow 
while under puberty cannot adopt. (See Steele’s 
Law and Customs, page 48.) The reason for 
the rule may be that she is incompetent to 
bring forth a son then, an adoption by 
a woman being supposed to be analogous to 
the production of a son”. Then the author 
refers to the absurdity of the idea of a girl 
having a fictional son when she is naturally 
incapablo of having a real son. Though I 
have quoted at length these two writers to 
support my views as against the views in 
Ranganayakamma v. Alwar Setti ( 2), Rajefidro 
Narain Lahoree v. 3aroda Soonduree Dabee (9) 
and Sri Rajah Venkata Narasimha Appa Row 
v. Sri Rajah Rangayya Appa Row (4), I think, 
on the facts found in this case by both the 
lower Courts, that there is no valid adop- 
tion even if the dicta found in these cases 
are accepted in their entirety. I would, there- 
fore, allow tho appeal and restore the decree 
of the District Mnnsif with costs here and in 
the lower Appellate Court. 
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Oldfield, J. — I agree with the conclusions 
reached in my learned brother’s judgment, 
which I have had the advantage of reading. 
But I prefer to rest my decision on narrower 
grounds. 

Plaintiff sued 2nd to 8th defendants for 
possession of certain properties, alleging 
that he held them on lease granted by the 
guardian of 1st defendant, alleged adopted 
son of one Subbarayudu. Second to eighth de- 
fendants, who claim under Subbarayudu, now 
deceased, denied that 1st defendant had been 
validly adopted. The adoption is said to 
have been made by Viyyammal, widow of 
Subbarayudu, in pursuance of a permission to 
adopt contained in his Will. First defendant 
is Yiyyamma’s brother. The first question is 
whether 1st defendant had been validly 
adopted, as he alleges, in 1907 before the 
plaintiff’s lease in 1912. 

In 1907 Viyyammal was aged between eleven 
and twelve and 1 respectfully adopt my learn- 
ed brother’s reasons for holding that for the 
purpose of adoption she was still a minor. 
No clear authority having been shown for the 
view that with reference to any special period 
of minority she had attained competency to 
adopt at the time in question, the decisions in 
Mondakini Dasi v. Adinath Ley (1) and 
Ranganayakamma v. Alwar Setti (2) are 
relevant. No doubt in each a decision as 
to the circumstances in which a minor 
widow oould adopt was unnecessary since 
in the one the boy to be adopted was 
specified in the Will containing the authority 
to adopt and in the other the adoption was 
held to have been procured by coercion. 
But in the absence of any more recent or 
direct authority, the conclusion based on 
these two cases must he that ‘sufficient 
maturity of understanding to enable the 
widow to comprehend the nature of her act” 
is necessary, and further that, as this Court 
held in the second, there must be ‘cogent 
evidence of her having acted under the in- 
telligent and disinterested guidance of her 
legal guardian seeking bono fide to provide 
for a spiritual necessity with due regard for 
her interest so far as it is compatible with 
such necessity.” I agree with ray learned 
brother that in the present case the lower 
Court’s findings of fact entail that the adop- 
tion in 1907 was invalid. 

There is more room for controversy in 


connection with the remainder of its judg- 
ment, in which it remanded the case in 
order that Viyyammal might be impleaded and 
a re-trial might be held with reference to 
the possibility of her having validated or 
being able and willing to validate the 
adoption with effect from a date prior 
to plaintiff’s lease. This remand will plainly 
be useless, if no such validation is legally 
possible. We have had Viyyamma made 
a party to the appeal, and she supported the 
contentions of plaintiff and 1st defendant. 

The question is one of some difficulty, 
regarding which there is very little authority: 
and the value of that authority is impaired 
by the fact that in some cases the term 
“ratification” is used loosely, apparently as 
equivalent to conduct which would amount 
to evidence that a valid adoption had been 
made, or to an estoppel against the denial 
of one. Again we clearly have no concern 
with such interpretations of the term as 
that by Lord Macnaghten in Stewait v. 
Kennedy (10), where its use in a private letter 
was in question; or with cases of acceptance 
by one person of the acts of another, as for 
instance of an agent or guardian. What 
plaintiff requires is judicial recognition or 
ratification or some doctrine akin to it, as 
applicable to the case before us; such a 
doctrine in fact as is implied in the defini- 
tion ( f ratification given by Lord Watson 
in the case just referred to; to quote 
the relevant portion of it, “the confirmation 
of an imperfect obligation by the party, who 
was not legally bound by it.” I refer to a 
doctrine akin to ratification, because the 
accuracy of the description of an adoption 
as an obligation cannot be assumed. Tt is 
further material with reference to Indian 
Law that this definition is applicable to no 
power ordinarily exercisable by a minor, 
because a minor can incur no sort of obliga- 
tion during minority, his contractual acts 
being void ab initio. M ohori Bibee v. Lharmodas 
Ghose (11) and Navakoti Narayana Ghetty v. 
Loyalinga Ghetty (12). 

The case of an adoption by a minor widow 
is sui generis. The decisions in Mondakini 

(10) (1890) 15 A. C. 75. 

(11) 30 C. 539; 30 I. A. 114; 7 C. W. N. 411; 5 Bom 
L. R. 421; 8 Sar. P. C. J. 374 (P. C.). 

(12) 4 Ind. Caa. 383; 33 M, 312; 19 M. h. J. 752- 7 

>1. L, T. 233, ' ' 



524 


INDIAN CASKS. 


[1917 


K0VTID1 SaTTIRAJU t’. PATAM SETTI VENKATASWAill. 


Bast v. Adinath Bey (1) and Ranganaya - 
kamma v. Alwar Setti (2), already re- 
ferred to, and that in Amrito Lai Butt 
v. Surnomoye Basi (6) show that not- 
withstanding her minority, the legal aot 
can and must be performed by her, not by 
her guardian on her behalf. This is borne 
out in the present case by the terras of the 
authority under whioh the widow professed 
to act, which empowered her, not only to 
choose the boy to be adopted, but also to 
decide whether there should be an adoption 
at all. Does the right of independent aotion, 
conceded to the minor in this matter, plaoe 
her act on the same footing as that of an 
adult with reference to ratification or any 
similar doctrine? It seems to me that it 
cannot do so, where, as here, the defect in the 
original aot, which has to be repaired, 
consists in the failure to obtain the guardian’s 
disinterested advice. For though the grounds 
on whioh suoh advice was insisted on by this 
Court in Ranganayakamma v. Alwar Setti 
(2) are not stated, that case to my mind 
lays- down a condition precedent, which must 
be fulfilled before the aot of the minor, a 
generally incapacitated person, oan have any 
degree of validity, and does not, like the 
oases dealing with adult purdanashin 
ladies, merely lay down a rule of evidenoe. 
If the minor widow’s aot is ab initio totally 
invalid for want of independent advice, it 
cannot be validated later by anything of 
the nature of ratification. 

The foregoing assumes that an adult 
widow can validate an adoption originally 
imperfeot by subsequent conduct. That 
position also, however, is in my opinion 
unsustainable. It is supported by one 
authority only [Sri Rajah Venkata Narasimha 
Appa Row v. Sri Rajah Rangayya Appa 
Row (4)]. It is material that no one’s 
interest was prejudicially affected in that 
case by the subsequent ratification in con- 
sequence of anything whioh happened before 
it, and that the lady, who made the 
adoption, was dead when the litigation 
began. And accordingly when the Court 
had found that during the years, for 
which she lived after the ceremony she 
fully agreed to the adoption and was 
anxious to establish it, it would naturally 
strive to uphold it. It did so very shortly 
on the grounds that Hindu Law did not 


treat an adoption as void on account of 
coeroion, the objection under consideration, 
and that under the Law of Contract, it 
would be only voidable. This conclusion 
was reached without reference to the 
decisions to be cited infra and it was 
not disputed when the oase went on 
appeal to the Privy Council, the judgment 
there proceeding on other grounds. 

The decisions in question were , given 
in Bombay; and no doubt they, deal 
directly with the ratification of an imperfeot 
adoption, not by the widow who made it 
but by the person, in whom the inheritance 
had vested and whose consent to an 
adoption has been held essential to its 
validity in that Presidency. They do not, 
however, turn on any merely local concep- 
tion of the effect of an adoption, in so 
far as they are relevant for the present 
purpose; that is, in so far as they deal 
with the possibility of validation by sub- 
sequent acts or conduot. That possibility is no 
doubt recognised in Fayapa Akkapa Patel v. 
Appanna (13), where subsequent ratifica- 
tion by oonduot or ac 4 uiescence on the part 
of the person} in whom the estate was 
vested by inheritance is referred to, as 
one condition of the validity ,of an adop- 
tion and as an alternative to his contem- 
poraneous consent. But it must be added 
with all respect that the reference to 
ratification was merely obiter , since none 
was relied on in the case before the 
Court, and that it is hardly reconcilable 
with the marked insistence on the contem- 
poraneous character *of the consent to be 
required in the portion of the judgment in 
which oonsent is dealt with. It is significant 
that of the cases relied on by Ranade, J., 
as authorising ratification, three were 
evidently oases of estoppel and the fourth, 
Rajendro Nath Holdar v. Jogendro Nath 
Banerjee (14', was decided mainly with 
reference to the oonolusion, based inter alia 
on the conduot of members of the family, 
that the Will containing the authority to 
adopt was genuine; and it is, therefore, 
possible that the learned Jqdge referred 
loosely to ratification as covering estoppels, 
which debarred the party from denying, 



(13) 23 B. 327; 12 1ml. Deo. (n. s.) 217. 

(U) 14 M. I. A. 67; 7 H.L.R. 210; 15W.R. (P C.' 41; 
Suth. 1\ C. J. 422; 2 Sar. P. C. J. 666; 20 K. R. 711. 
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or conduct, which would establish against 
him, a consent when the adoption was 
made. This interpretation of the judg- 
ment is supported by the absence of any 
attempt to reconcile the portion of it 
relating to ratification with the previous 
Full Bench decision, Vasudeo Vishnu Manohar 
v. Ram chandra Vinayak Modak (15), in 
which Rauade, J., had concurred, though 
on grounds of his own. His colleagues 
held that in the words of Farran, C. J.: 
4 The adoption in question must have been 
either valid or invalid at the time it took 
place and its validity could not depend 
on the subsequent action of one of the 
persons, in whom the estate had vested 
and who was alleged to have consented 
later.” As Fulton, J., observed, there was 
at that date no authority for holding that 
subsequent assent could validate an adop- 
tion, which was not valid when made. 
I am not able in the circumstances already 
stated to accept the later Madras decision 
above referred to, as conclusive in favour 
of an application of the doctrine of ra- 
tification, which appears to be objectionable 
ou its merits. I, therefore, concur with my 
learned brother in deciding against it. 

The result is that the appeal is allowed 
with costs here and in the lower Appellate 
Court and the decree of the District 
Munsif restored. 

• Appeal allowed; Suit dismissed. 

. (15) 22 B. 551; 11 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 949. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1016 of 1916. 

April 4, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 

SUBALAL SINGH an d others — Plaintiffs 

— Appellants 

V6TSUS 

RAMESHWAR SINGH and others — 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V o/J90SJ, 0. XXXI V, 
r. 1 — Mortgage-decree against father —Execution — Sale 
— Redemption , suit for, by son not in existence at date oj 
decree, maintainability of— Right of son not made party 
to suit. 

A son, who was not horn at the date of a mortgage- 
decree and sale, cannot bring a suit for redemption 
of the mortgage; nor can a son succeed in a redemp- 
tion suit after sale on the sole ground that lie was 
not impleaded as a parly in the mortgage .suit 


against his father, even though the mortgagee had 
notice of his existence, unless it is proved that lie 
was intentionally omitted from the mortgage suit in 
order to defeat his right to redeem, [p. 525, col. 2.] 

Ran jit Prasad Teuari v. Ram ja tan Pandey , 37 Ind 
Cas. 833; (1917) Pat. 113; 1 P. L. W. 197, followed. 

Second appeal from the decision of the Dis- 
trict Judge, Darbhanga, dated the 14th July 
1916. 

FACTS appear from the judgment, 

Mr. Saroshi Charan Mitra, for the Appellants 
relied upon section 85, Transfer of Property 
Act, and Order NXXIV, rule 1, new Civil 
Procedure Code. 

Mr. Pugh (with him Mr. Murari Prasad ), for 
the Respondents, cited Rang it Prasad Tewari 
V. Ram ja tan Pandey (1). 


v v-/ ju/ V_* HI JU LI A. 


Chapman, J. — In this case three junior 
members of a joint Mitakshara family sought 
to redeem a mortgage. In the suit which 
had been brought upon that mortgage their 
fathers had been made parties and the 
litigation had ended in the sale of the mort- 
gaged property. 

Of the three plaintiffs it has been found 
that plaintiff No. 3 was not born at the 
time of the decree and sale. In respect of 
the plaintiff No. 1 it has been found that 
the mortgagee had no notice of his existence. 
These two cases, therefore, both upon the 
authorities and upon the law failed and there 

can be no doubt whatever tfiat the suit was 
rightly dismissed. 

With regard to plaintiff No. 2 the finding 

is that he was a party in another mort- 
gage suit which was tried along with the 
mortgage suit which ended in this sale and 
that he ^ actually prosecuted the defence and 
looked after both cases. No room, therefore, 
is left for any possible finding that this 
plaintiff No. 2 was intentionally omitted 
from the mortgage suit in order to defeat 
his right to redeem, and it is only in such 
cases that any concession has been made 
by this Court in favour of a son seeking 
to redeem his father’s mortgage after sale. 
Four Judges of this Court*have concurred 
in holding that even if the mortgagee has 

D0 A\ C€ U°/ exi8tence of a son, the son has 
( j) 37 Ind. Cas. 833; 1 P.L.W . 197; (1917) Pat. HR 

*Rnnjit Prasad Tewari v. Ra nijatan 1777l 

c“j 8 ; fml V f ' l'r 19 t 7; (, , 917 > Pat - 113, Chamier. 
0. J., and bhaifudclin, J. and Righunandan Singh v- 

Permeshwar Duyal Singh , 39 Ind. Cas. 779- IP t w 

£* j^* 306;(l9l7) Pat - W* Chapman^ and 
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no right to redeem merely upon the ground 
that he was not a party to the mortgage 

suit. 

The appeal fails and is dismissed with 
costs. 

Jwala Prasad, J, — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 

madras high court. 

Original Sdit Appeal No. 26 of 1916. 

October 13, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Abdur Rahim, Officiating 
Chief Justice, and Mr. Justice Burn. 
SOORTH1NGJEE SAKALCHAND- 
Plainti ff — Appellant 
versus 

MAHOMED NASURUDEEtf and anotber 
Defendants— Respondents. 

Contract , C. L F., meaning and scope of— Mercantile 
utage—Contruct Art (IX of 1872), ss. 56, 18-Effect of 
s 78 on concluded C. I. F. contract— War Proclamation 
of 12th September 1914 ( Commercial Intercourse with 
Enemies Ordinance VI of 1914) — Contract, C. I. F. t for 
sale of goods by enemy Jinn— Declaration of hostilities 
before delivery of documents, effect of - Impossibility of 
performance— Non-enforceability of contract- Release 

of goods, effect of. ...... 

Tlie effect of a C. 1. F. contract is that the buyer 

under it is entitled to the documents of title only 

on payment of the money due on those documents. 

Until then, he has no right to the goods, [p. 529, 

C ° Where the documents of title are made out to the 
order of the shippers vendors, the buyer does not 
acquire any right- to the goods before he obtains 
the documents of • title in exchange for payment 
and a contract of that description is not overridden 
by section 78 of the Contract Act which expressly 
reserves from its operation any special contract 
which the parties may enter into and impliedly 
accept the ordinary incidents attached to it by 

mercantile usage. 1 p. 529, col. 2.] 

A buver who had contracted for the supply of goods 
by an "enemy tirin before the commencement of 
hostilities under a C. I. F. contract cannot enforce 
its performance if, before delivery of documents to 
him, war had been declared. The contract had 
become impossible of performance and void by the 
combined operation of section 56 of the Contract 
Act and the Proclamation of l‘2th September 1914. 
Lp. 530, col 1 . J 

Arnhold Karbery t y Cv. v. Wythe, tlreen, Jourdatn 

Co, (1915) 2 K. 15. 379; 84 L. J. K. 13. 1673, fol- 
lowed. 

C. C. Sell v. Mad ho ram Hurdeudass , 33 Jml. Cas. 
540 at p. 544; Esposito v. lloiedcn, (1857) 7 El. A 131. 
763* 27 L. J. O. 13. 17; 3 Jar. (n. s.) 1209; 5 W. It. 732; 
HO’ E. It. 1430; 29 L. T. (o. s ) 295; 110 It. It. 822, 

distinguished. 

The fact that the goods were released by Govern- 
ment after having been temporarily detained will 
Hot have the effect of reviving the contract or 
renewing I lie validit y of the contract which had 
become ;oid before the order of release was passed. 


Its only effect is that the Government withdraws 
its hands so that any party entitled to the goods 
may establish his right to them. [p. 630, cols. 1 A-2.] 

Appeal from the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Bakewell, dated the 14th March 1916, passed 
in the exercise of the Ordinary Original Civil 
Jurisdiction of the High Court, in Civil Suit 
No. 396 of 1915. 

FACTS appear from the following judg- 
ment of 

Bakewell, J. — The plaint in this case 
recites two indents, whereby the plaintiffs 
instructed an Austrian firm, of whom the 
1st defendant was the agent, to import 
certain goods for the plaintiffs on C. I. F. 
contracts, and alleges that in July 1914 the 
plaintiffs accepted drafts drawn upon them 
by this firm and payable upon delivery of 
the shipping documents, but that the goods 
had been shipped in a German vessel 
which, after the outbreak of war, was 
detained at Colombo by the Crown. The 
plaint also alleges that the property in the 
goods became vested in the plaintiffs by 
appropriation to the contracts and by the 
plaintiffs according (heir assent to the ap- 
propriation by accepting the drafts. The 
drafts are addressed to “Mr. Soorthingjee 
Sakalchand, Madras, in case of need with 
Mr. Muhammad Narasudeen, Madras*’, and 
the indents authorise the latter, who is the 
1st'! defendant, upon the plaintiffs’ failure 
to pay the drafts to sell the documents or 
goods. The drafts accepted by the plaintiffs 
were originally held by the National Bank 
of India as agents for collection of the 
Austrian firm, and they were also in pos- 
session of the bills of lading which were drawn 

to order” and bad been endorsed by that 
firm in blank. The plaint alleges that the 
plaintiffs were always ready and willing to 
pay the drafts as soon as there was a 
prospect of the goods being delivered in 
Madras, and that the first defendant waived 
any delay in payment. But nevertheless, 
the first defendant paid the amount of the 
drafts to the Bank and obtained the ship- 
ping documents without informing the 
plaintiffs and by a collusive sale transferred 
the goods to the 2nd defendant. The 
plaintiff:-’ case, therefore, is that the defend- 
ants have obtained possession of goods be- 
longing to the plaintiffs by means of a 
trick played upon a person who held the 
goods un behalf of the plaintiffs, 
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In the first place, it is clear that the 
foreign vendor of the goods by taking the 
bills of lading to order retained the power 
of dealing with the goods and the authority 
of his agents, the National Bank, was to 
deliver the documents of title only on pay- 
ment of the price. The contract between 
the parties was, therefore, wholly executory, 
the vendor had still to deliver the documents 
and the purchaser had still to pay the 
price, when war was declared. I think 
that it is clear that such a contract is 
rendered void by the outbreak of the war, 
on the ground that it involved trading with 
the enemy. [See Arnhold Karberg *.V Co. v. 
Blythe, Green , Jourdain Co. (1). and Janson 
v. Driefontein Consolidated Mines Limited (’2).] 
The Royal Proclamation of the 5th August 
1914, which was extended to the monarchy 
of Austria-Hungary by a further pro- 
clamation, dated 12th August 1914, recites 
that it is contrary to law to trade or 
have any commercial intercourse with any 
person resident or carrying on business in 
that country and warns all persons not 
to obtain goods from any such person, not 
to trade in or carry any goods, wares, or 
merchandise, destined for or coming from 
the said Empire or from any person resi- 
dent, carrying on business or being therein.” 
These proclamations were superseded by a 
further Iproclamation dated 12th September 
1914, which contains the following pro- 
hibitions : — “ 5 (1) not to pay any sum of 
money to or for the benefit of an enemy.” 

5 (4) not to accept, pay or otherwise 
deal with any negotiable instrument which 
is held by or on behalf of an enemy.” 

I think that it is clear that, under those 
proclamations, the plaintiffs were prohibited 
from paying and the Bank from receiving 
the sums specified in the drafts accepted 
by the former and that delivery of the 
goods was also prohibited, that such pay- 
ment and delivery became criminal acts, 
and the original contracts became unlawful 
and impossible of performance and void 
(Ccntraot Act, section 5fi). The plaintiffs 
cannot, therefore, set up the suit contracts 
as conferring any right upon them. 

(1) (1915) 20 379; 81 L. J. K. 13. 1673. 

(2) ( 1902) A. C. 481 at p. 509; 7i L. J. K. 13. 857; 

1 1 . T. 372; 51 W. R 142; 7 Com.Cas. 268; T. L R, 796. 


The learned Counsel for the plaintiffs 
argued that the goods in question had been 
released by the Colombo Prize Court, on 
the strength of the documentary and other 
evidence which he put in, but the only 
evidence which I can entertain of the proceed- 
ings of that Court is a duly certified copy 
of its records and as the record now stands, 
there is no evidence as to whether that 
Court has passed any orders with respect 
to these goods. I refused to grant an 
adjournment of the hearing made in the 
course of the trial because there has been 
previous litigation between the parties with 
respect to the same goods, and the plaintiffs 
have had ample time and opportunity to 
procure evidence. The Crown having ad- 
mittedly seized the goods as prize and 
there being no evidence that they have 
beeu released, the plaintiffs have failed to 
prove their title to them and the suit also 
fails for this reason. 

Prom some of the documents which have 
been put in, it would appear that the goods 
in question were sent to Madras in the 
vessel in which they had been originally 
shipped, that the bills of lading were returned 
to the National Bank, and that a local 
firm were acting as agents of the Colombo 
Priz9 Court with respect to these goods, 
and these facts are consistent with an order 
of that Court condemning th^ goods as enemy 
goods. The learned Counsel for the plaintiffs 
argued that, if this order had been made 
and if that Court had instructed its agents 
to sell to the plaintiffs at the invoice price, 
the defendants were liable to the plaintiffs 
for fraudulently obtaining a sale to them- 
selves. It is sufficient to say that this is 
not the case alleged in the plaint, which 
is based upon plaintiffs’ title to the goods 
under their contract of sale, and after the 
protracted litigation between the parties, 
the plaintiffs cannot be allowed at this stage 
to set up a new case. 

Before judgment was delivered Counsel 
for plaintiffs applied again for an adjourn- 
ment on the ground that they had received 
information that an order had been made 
on 15th August last for the release of those 
goods — that is no explanation of the delay in 
obtaining this evidence and I refuse the 
application. 

The suit is dismissed with costs. 1 refuse 
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two sets of costs, there is no reason for 
the separate appearance of the defendants 

who have the same interest. 

I cannot make any order in this suit with 
respect to the disposal of the goods in view 
of future proceedings. 

Messrs. D. Chamier and Al. D. Dcva Doss 
(instructed by Messrs. Short and Bcwes Co.), 
for the Appellants. — The contract to sell 
bangles has become an executed contract 
and the declaration of war has no effect upon 
the rights of the parties. The samples were 
shown to the purchasers and they gave a 
draft for payment of the amount. 

Under the Indian law the property in 
the goods vested in the plaintiffs immediately 
after the price was settled and the draft 
given, though its payment may be postponed 
to a distant date. See section 7b of the 
Indian Contract Act. 

The decision in Arnhold Karberg Co. v. 
Blythe , Green , Jourdain $ Co. (0 does not 
apply, beoause it is a decision on the Sale of 
Goods Act which was entirely different from 
sections 77 and 78 of the Indian Contract 
A°t. 

In G. C. Settv. Madhoram Ifurdeodass (.*>) 
Mr. Justice Chaudhuri says that the effect 
of the declaration of war was only to 
suspend the contract and not entirely to avoid 
it. Motishaw Co. v. Mercantile Bank of India 
(4) is a similar case. 

The first defendant is personally liable, 
though not the Austrian firm, and the 
plaint may be permitted to be amended. 

Messrs. C. B. Hamaswami Aiyar , V. V. 
Sriniuasa Aiyengar and A. Duraiswami 
Aiyar, for the Respondents. — This is what 
is called a C. I. E. contract. The pur- 
chaser is entitled to the goods and the 
right in them passes to him only on 
payment of the price. The fact that goods 
arrived in the port does not make any differ- 
ence. Arnholl Karberg ,y Co. v. Blythe, Green , 
Jourdain Jj* Co. (1). 

Here in this case, part of the contract 
remains unperformed, the documents of title 
had to be delivered by the Austrian firm. 
Until j that is done, the contract is not 

(3) 33 Iml. Cas. 5 40 at p. 544. 

(t) 37 Iml. Cas. 258; 18 Horn. L. R. 521 at p 531. 


complete. Immediately after the declaration 
of war, the agency of the National Bank 
had ceased and the performance of the 
contract has become unlawful. 

The case in G. C . Sett v. Madhoram Hurdeo 
dass (3) has no application. Also that reported 
as Motishaw & Co. v. Mercantile Bank of India: 
(4), which is a case of a bill of exchange in 
which both parties were British subjests. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an appeal from 
the judgment of Mr. .lustice Bake well, dis- 
missing the plaintiff’s suit which was 
instituted with the object of recovering a 
certain quantity of glass bangles from the 
defendants. The 1st defendant was an agent 
of an Austrian firm and in his capacity as 
such agent entered into a contract with 
the plaintiff for the supply of glass ban- 
gles. The contract was entered into some 
time in April or May 1914 and the 
plaintiff accepted two drafts for the price 
of the goods on 22nd July of that year. 
War was declared with Austria on the 12th 
August and .the steamer “Steintum'\ in 
which the goods were shipped, arrived in 
Ceylon on the 15th of August, that is, 
three days after the declaration of the war. 
It is sufficiently clear that the cargo which 
was at first detained by the Government 
was subsequently released, and the formal 
order of release so far as these goods were 
concerned was passed on the 26th of August 
1914. The bills of lading were in the 
possession of the National Bank of India 
in Madras, who acted as agents for the 
collection of the drafts and for the purpose 
of making over the documents relating to 
these goods as agents of the Austrian 
firm. The bills were payable on the 22nd 
of August; the goods have not yet been 
delivered to the plaintiff and the drafts have 
not been paid. 

Mr. Justice Bake well has held that since 
the performance of the contract became 
wholly void on account of the outbreak 
of the war with Austria and as by virtue 
of the Royal Proclamation issued on the 
5th of August 19.4 and 12th Septem- 
ber 1914 it became uulawful to trade with 
the enemy, the suit of the plaintiff for 
recovery of tho goods could not be main- 
tained. Section 56 of the Contraot Act 
seems to me to be perfectly clear on the 
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point. It declares that **a contract to do 
an act which, after the contract is made, 
becomes impossible, or by reason of some 
event which the promisor could not prevent, 
unlawful, becomes void when the act becomes 
impossible or unlawful.” 

It is argued by Mr. Chamier on behalf 
of the appellant that we must treat this 
case as one of ‘executed’ contract because 
the Austrian Firm, he says, have done their 
part of the contract and all that remains 
is for the plaintiff to perform his part 
which he has been ready and willing to 
do. But that is not the correct position. 
The Austrian Firm has yet to deliver the 
documents, which, as pointed out in a 
number of decisions are the symbol for 
the goods, and the plaintiff has to pay the 
purchase-money to the enemy firm. The 
agency of the National Bank must be 
taken to have been terminated by the de- 
claration of the war. They are no longer 
the agents of the Austrian Firm for the 
purpose either of delivering the documents 
or of receiving the money due upon those 
documents. The mere fact that the goods 
have arrived and are now within the limits 
of British India can make no difference 
in this respect as the further performance 
of the contract has now become impossible 
or unlawful. The Proclamation of the 12th 
of September says: (2) Not to compromise 
or give security for the payment of any 
debt or other sum of money with or for the 
benefit of an enemy. 

(3) Not to act on behalf of an enemy in 
drawing, accepting, presenting for acceptance 
or payment, negotiating or otherwise dealing 
with any negotiable instrument, 

(4) Not to accept, pay or otherwise deal 
with any negotiable instrument which is 
held by or on behalf of the enemy.” 

The result of that proclamation is clearly 
to make it unlawful on the part of the 
plaintiff to pay any money to the Austrian 
Firm or to receive any goods from them 
in return for such payment. This is the 
effect of the decision in Arnhold Karberg Sf 
Go . v. Blythe , Green , Jourdain Sr Go. (1). But 
it is argued by Mr. Chamier that the pro- 
perty in the goods had passed to the plaintiff 
before the declaration of the war, and this 
he seeks to make out on the facts that the 
samples were shown to the plaintiff at the 

34 


time he accepted the draft and the goods 
had been shipped before war was de- 
clared. We do not think that this is a 
correct contention. The contract is what 
is known in commercial circles as 
a C. I. F. contract the effect of which as 
held in a number of decisions of the 
English Courts and very fully discussed in 
the case which has been mentioned is 
that the buyer under such a contract is 
entitled to the documents of title on pay- 
ment of the money due on those documents. 
Until then it cannot be said that he has 
any right to the goods. It is stated by 
Justice Scrutton in the same case at page 
387 of the report: “I understand the effect 
of those judgments to be that where 
the seller by taking the bills of lading in 
his own name or to his own order has 
reserved the jus disponendi or power of dealing 
with the goods, the property does not pass 
on shipment, but is vested in the vendor 
until he receives payment from the buyer in 
exchange for the documents of title.” 

The documents in this case are made 
out to the order of the shippers and, 
therefore, it cannot be said that the plaintiff 
acquired any right to the goods before 
he obtained the documents of title in 
exchange for payment. 

It was strenuously argued by Mr. Chamier 
that this decision is .based on the Sale of 
Goods Act in England and that the 
Indian Contract Act lays down the law 
differently, and he referred us to sections 78 
and 83. The last clause of section 78 says: 
“If the parties agree, expressly or by 
implication, that the payment or delivery, 
or both, shall be postponed, the property 
passes as soon as the proposal for sale is 
accepted.” But then this is subject to any 
special contract which the parties may enter 
into and if the effect of a C. I. F. contract 
' be as it is laid down in the English oases, 
that cannot be said to be overridden by 
anything in section 78. The parties to a 
contract like this, must be taken to have 
accepted the ordinary incidents which are 
attached to such contracts by mercantile 
usage. Section 83 does not seem to us to 
touch the point at all. It only says that 
the goods which are not ascertained at 
the time of making the agreement for 
sale may be appropriated afterwards by 
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the consent of the parties. Of the two 
Indian decisions which have been referred 
to in the course of the argument, one is 
a decision of Mr. Justice Chaudhuri of the 
Calcutta High Court in G. G. Sett v. 
Madhoram Hurdeodass (3). Reliance was 
placed by the appellants on a statement 
at page 544: 

Such contracts even with an alien 
enemy are merely suspended during the 
war as regards the right to performance 
and right of action, and are avoided or 
dissolved only in certain circumstances, 
among them, if its performance necessitates 
intercourse with the enemy during the war.” 
This is laid down on the authority of 
Esposito v. Bouden (5). Now, even if that 
dictum was applicable to the case under 
our consideration it does not appear how 
it would help the plaintiff in any way. 
The suit will still be liable to be dismissed 
as it could not be maintained during the 
continuance of the war. The decision 
of the Bombay High Court reported as 
Motishaw 4* Co. v. Mercantile Bank of India 
(4) was also referred to. But that was a suit 
on a bill of exchange, the parties to which 
were both British subjects. That is sufficient 
to distinguish that case from the present. I 
may here mention that Mr. Chamier con- 
tended that in this case not only was the 
Austrian Firm liable on the contract but 
also the first defendant in his personal 
capacity and he asked us to permit him 
to amend the plaint so that he might 
obtain relief against the first defendant 
apart from his capacity as agent of the 
Austrian Firm. But this is inconsistent 
with the case sought to be made out in 
the plaint. The suit was brought against 
the first defendant as agent of the Austrian 
b irm and this is made clear in paragraph 
3 of the plaint. Mr. Chamier also put 
forward another argument that since the 
Government has released the goods, that 
will have the effect of reviving the con- 
tract or renewing the validity of the 
contract although it had becomo void 
beforo the order of release was passed. 
That cannot be taken to be the effect of 
the order of release. Its only effect is 


(r.) (I8f>7) 7 El. A- Bl. 7(33; 27 L. J. ( t > R 17; 3 Jur 
(n *.) 1209; 5 W. K. 782; 1 1!> K. H. 1430; 29 I, T 
(o. s.) 290; 110 U. K. 822. ' * 


that the Government withdraws its hands 
so that any party entitled to the goods 
may establish bis right to them. Mr. 
Chamier in the course of his argument, 
asked us what will beoome of the goods: 
to whom will they go? It is not necessary 
iu this suit to answer that question. The 
plaintiff’s contract became void by reason 
of the outbreak of the war and he cannot 
recover the goods on the basis of such 
contract. 

The appeal is dismissed with costs. There 
will be one set of costs. The costs of the 
interlocutory application will be included 
in the costs of this appeal. 

Appeal dismissed. 

V.R.P. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Letters Patent Appeal No. 15 of 1917. 

May 10. 1917. 

Present : — Sir Edward Chamier, Kt., Chief 
Jnstice, and Mr. Justice Mullick. 
PALKI PANDEY and others- 
Plaintiffs— Appellants 

versus 

DWARKA PANDEY and others — 
Defendants- Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 190S), s. 11 — Kes 
judicata — Parties, different, in subsequent suit. 

D. sued P. for rout on the allegation that ho had 
settled certain kasht lands with him as under-tenant 
on produce rent. P. denied settlement under D. but 
set up direct tenancy under D. and his other co- 
sharers who were no parties to the suit. The suit 
was decreed. P. then instituted the present suit 
against D. and his other co-sharers for a declaration 
that he was a tenant directly under them: 

Ueld, that the decision in the rent suit was res 
judicata so far ns tho question of settlement between 
P. and D. was concerned but not so with regard to 
the question of P.’s title, [p. 531, col. 2.] 

Appeal against the decision of Mr. Justice 
Atkinson in Miscellaneous Appeal No. 7 of 
1916, dated the 3rd January 1917, reversing 
that of the Distriot Judge, Durbhanga, 
dated the 12th May 1915, reversing that 
of the Munsif, Samastipur, dated the 12th 
August 1914. 

FACTS.— D. sued P. for rent in the pre- 
vious suit on the allegation that he had 
taken usufructuary mortgage of the kasht 
land of V. and settled the same on produce 
lent with P. P. denied settlement and stated 
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that D. had been redeemed by U. who had 
surrendered the land to the maliks , and 
subsequently had left the village and died 
without any heir, and that the 16-annas 
malik had settled the land with him (P.) 
The suit was decreed and P.’s contention 
negatived. P. in the present suit impleaded 
D. and his other co-sharers, and sued for 
a declaration that the laud was settled with 
him by the entire body of landlords, U. had 
redeemed B. y had surrendered the lands to 
his maliks and died without heir. P. further 
contended that even if D.’s mortgage was 
subsisting, he could not take his stand on 
it as P.’s death without heir had extin- 
guished all his rights in his kashi. The 
Munsif dismissed the suit on the ground of 
res judicata. The Court of first Appeal held 
that the question of P.’s title to the land was 
not res judicata as between him and all the 
maliks , who were no parties to the previous 
suit. His decision was reversed by Mr. Justice 
Atkinson. Hence this appeal. 

Mr. Baidyanath Narayan Sinha y for the 
Appellant, referred to Dwarkanath Boy v. Bam 
Ghand Aich (1). 

Mr. Saroshi Qharan Mitter,ior the Respond- 
ent, referred to Sreenath Butt v. Kaser 
Sheikh (2). 

JUDGMENT. 

Chamier, C. J. — This is an appeal against 
the judgment of a learned Judge of this 
Court setting aside an order of the District 
Judge of Darbhanga, whereby the suit was 
remanded to the Court of first instance for 
trial on the merits. The Munsif had decided 
that the suit was barred by the rule of res 
judicata . On appeal the District Judge 
held that the suit was not so barred. On 
appeal to this Court the learned Judge held 
that the suit was barred by res judicata. 
It appears to me that the decision of the 
Court of first appeal was correct and should 
not have been disturbed. The plaintiff in 
the present case claims to be the tenaut of 
whole proprietary body in a village. There 
was a previous litigatiou in which one of 
the defendants, Dwarka Prasad sued the 
present plaintiff as his tenant. Dwarka 
Prasad succeeded in establishing his case aud 
obtained a decree for rent against the present 

(1) 26 C. 428 at 432; 3 C. W. N. 266; 13 Ind. Dec. 
(n. s.) 876. 

(2) 20 Lud. Gas. 344; 18 C. W. N. 116. 


plaintiff. .The question raised as between 
the plaintiff and the defendants other than 
Dwarka Prasad in the present suit are not 
res judicata under the decision in the 
previous suit. It appears to me that the 
learned District Judge was right in saying 
that the decision in the rent suit is res 
judicata as far as the question of settlement 
between the plaintiff and Dwarka Prased 
is concerned but not with regard to the 
question of the plaintiff’s title. I would 
allow this appeal, set aside the judgment 
of the learned Judge of this Court, restore 
the order of the Court of first Appeal and 
direct that the costs of both hearings in this 
Court should be costs in the cause and should 

abide the result. 

Mullick, J. — I agree. 

Appeal decreed. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Appeal Suit No. 52 of 1915. 

October 19, 1916, 

Present: — Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar and 

Mr. Justice Burn. 

BALUSWAMI AIYER and another — 
Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

VENKITASWAMY NAICKEN and others 
— Defendants — Respondents, 

Hindu Law — Landlord and tenant — Lease , permanent , 
by head of mutt, validity of —Suit for possession by 
successor of matadhipathi — Adverse possession, plea 
of —Trust — Head of mutt, position of — Limitation Act 
(IX of 1908), s. 10, Sch. I, Art. 134. 

The head of a mutt stands in relation to the mutt 
in the position of a trustee. The assets of the 
mutt are vested in him as the owner of the mutt in 
trust for the institution itself, [p. 533, col. 2.] 

Rom Parkash Das v. Ano.nd Das , 33 Ind. Gas. 583; 
43 C. 707; 20 C. W. N. 802; 14 A. L. J. 621; (1916) 
1 M. W. N. 406; 31 M. L. J. 1; 18 Bom. L. R. 490; 3 L. 
W. 556; 24 C. L. J. 116; 20 M. L. T. 267; 43 I. A. 73 
(P. C.), followed. 

The head of a mutt cannot, in the absence of 
necessity, bind his successors-in-office by a perma- 
nent lease at a fixed rent for all time. [p. 532, col. 2.] 

A lessee, however, holding under a permanent 
lease from a matadhipathi can perfect his title to the 
permanent lease by adverse enjoyment for more 
than twelve years under Article 134 of the Limitation 
Act, the permanent lease being a transfer within the 
meaning of the Article, [p. 534, cols. 1 & 2.] 
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Rnm Kanm Ghosh v. Raja Sri Sri Sri Uari Narayan 
Singh Deo Bahadur , 2 C. L. J. 546, followed. 

Abhiram Goswami Mohant v. Shyama Charan Nandi, 
4 Ind. Cas. 440; 36 C. 1003; ]0 C. L. J. 284; 6 A. L. 
J. 857; 11 Bom. L. R. 234; 19 M. L. J. 5c0; 14 C. 

b 36 A. 148 (P. 0.); Narasaya Ddpa v. 
Kc»*ateramfl?ia B/tatfa, 16 Ind. Cas. 53; 23 M. L. J. 
260; 12 M. L. T. 218; (1912) M. W. N. 870; Muthu. 
sa niter v. Srce Sree Methanithi Stcamiyar Arergal 19 
Ind. Cas. 694; 38 M. 356; 25 M. L J. 393; 13 M. L. T. 
498; (1913) M. W. N. 68'; Vidyapuma Tirtha Swatni 
v, Vidya nidhi Tirtha Swatni, 27 M. 435; 14 M. L. J. 
105, distinguished. 

The fact of the lessee’s knowledge as to the 
restricted interest possessed by the lessor at the 
time of the grant may be an important piece of 
evidence in judging of what interest the transferee 
contracted to take, but such knowledge cannot by 
itself disentitle the transferee to the benefit of 
Article 134 of the Limitation Act. [p. 634, col. 2; p. 
635, col. 1.1 


Appeal against the decree of the Temporary 
Subordinate Judge, Ramnad at Madura, in 
Original Suit No. 61 of 1914. 

Mr. A. Erishnaswami Aiyar , for the Ap- 
pellants. 

Mr. T. Narasimha Aiyangar , for the Re- 
spondents. 


JUDGMENT. 

Born, J.— The facts of this case, as far 
as it is necessary to state them, are as fol. 
lows: On 17th March 1891, 2nd plaintiff 
obtained a permanent lease Exhibit A of 
certain land within the limits of Madura 
town from the matathipathi of Sri Vyasaraya 
muit the seat of which is in the State of 
Mysore. Second plaintiff was a near rela- 
tive of the grantor. The rent reserved was a 
6xed sum of Rs. 24 per annum. The grantor 
died shortly after the execution of Exhibit A. 
His successor held office till 1906 when 26th 
defendant beoame the head of the mutt . In 
1902, 2nd plaintiff sublet (Exhibits D and Dl) 
to 1st defendant for a period of ten years 
and in 1905, 2nd plaintiff and his son 3rd 
plaintiff sold their rights under Exhibit A 
to 1st plaintiff (Exhibit E). From 1905 the 
properties controlled by the heads of the 
mutt were managed by the Diwan of Mysore 
under powers- of-attorney executed by the 
matathipathis and the Diwan in turn em- 
powered defendants’ 1st witness to conduct 
the management. In 1908, defendants’ 1st 
witness visited Madura and it was then only 
that he became aware of the nature of the 
lease granted to the 2nd plaintiff. He at 
once objected to it and tried to induce 1st 
defendant to attorn to him. This 1st de- 


fendant, at that time, refused to do. In 
November 1911, however, 1st and 2nd defend- 
ants took a lease of the land for seventeen years 
from defendants’ 1st witness. (Exhibit V). 
At the end of September 1912, the term fixed 
in the lease deed Exhibit D, expired. The 
rent for the whole period had been paid in 
advance. First and 2nd defendants are ad- 
mittedly in possession of the land and claim 
to hold it under Exhibit Y. In 1908 de- 
fendant’s 1st witness objected to the lease of 
1891 on the ground that it was not com- 
petent to the head of the mutt to grant a 
permanent lease of the kind. He tried to 
get 1st plaintiff to come to terms but in vain. 
Certain payments were made by 1st plaintiff 
after 1908 and the effect of these is a subject 
of controversy between the parties. First 
plaintiff seeks (am ngst other reliefs) a 
declaration that he is the permanent lessee of 
the property and a direction to the defendants 
to deliver up possession of it. 


The main contentions on behalf of 1st 
plaintiff are (1) that the permanent lease is 
binding on the grantor and his successors, 
(2) that a valid title has been acquired under 
the provisions of the Limitation Act and (3) 
that the defendants are estopped from deny- 
ing the 1st plaintiff’s title. The findings of 
the learned Subordinate Judge are against 
the plaintiffs-appellants on all three points. 

With regard to the first point there is no 
doubt that the head of a mutt cannot in the 
absence of necessity bind his suoQessors-in- • 
office by a permanent lease at a fixed rent 
for all time. This would be so, even if the 
rent had been adequate in 1891, Maharanee 
Shibessouree Delia v. Mothooranath Achargo 
(l). There is no allegation, muoh less proof, 

of any such necessity. The first contention 
must be rejeoted. 


— nivu mo second point, a 

question nrises as to the nature of the 
endowment and the position of the head of the 
mutl in relation to it. The exact terms of 
the original grant are not in evidenoe. It 
was oonceded in argument that the grant 
was made by one of the Naicken dynasty 
o Madura. The case for the appellants is 
that the endowment was for a specifio 
purpose, i.e. t for the worship of Gopala- 

C ‘\> n 0 ; T 13 W - »• < P ' c -) 2 Snth. r. 

c. J. 300; i bar. P. C. J. 62S; 20 E. R. 552. 
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krisbnaswami who is described by the defend- 
ant’s 1st witness as the “titular deity of 
the mutt .” The evidence doe3 not support 
this contention and it has been found against 
in the lower Court. A statement made 
by local agent of the mutt during the inam 
commission inquiries is relied upon for the 
appellants. It was apparently unsupported 
by any documentary evidence. The 
description of the inam as given at the close 
of the inquiry is, that it was granted “for 
the support of Vysaraya Madam” (Exhibit 
L); compare also description in Exhibit F. 
The evidence for the defendants is that the 
income from this property is not appropriated 
to any particular purpose but forms part 
of the general funds of the mutt. I think 
the grant must be held to have been made 
for the general purposes of the mutt. 

What then is the position of the head 
of the mutt in relation to the general 
endowments of the institution? In Sammantha 
Pandara v. Sellappa Chetti (2), there is a 
description of ‘the nature of the generality 
of such institutions and the incidents of 
the property which is devoted to their 
maintenance.” The property is stated to 
be ‘in a certain sense trust property, it 
is devoted to the maintenance of the establish- 
ment but the superior has large dominion 
over it, and is not accountable for its 
management nor for the expenditure of the 
income, provided he does not apply it to any 
purpose other than what may fairly be 
regarded as in furtherance of the objects of 
the institution.” 

In Qiyana Sam^andha Pandara Sannadhi 
v. Kandasami Tambiran (3), a description 
is given of how the endowments of mu f ts 
were acquired and this description appears 
to fit the case now under consideration 
in so far as the facts have been ascertained. 
The judgment then proceeds to lay 
down that the head of the mutt came to 
own its endowments “in trust for mainten- 
ance of the mutt for his own support, for 
that r>f bis disciples and for the performance 
of religious and other charities in connection 
with it according to usage.” 

In Vidyapurna Tirtha Swami v Vidyanidhi 

(2) 2 M. 175; 3 Jnd. Jnr. 558; 1 Ind. Dec. (n. s.). 
393. 

(3) 10 M. 375; 3 Ind. Deo. (jf. s.) IQ15, 


Tirtha Swami (4) a different view was taken as 
to the position of the head of the mutt towards 
its endowments. It is this ruling which 
forms the basis of the judgment of the 
lower Court on the point now under con- 
sideration. The question was again examin- 
ed by a Full Bench in the case reported 
as Kailasami Pillay v. Nataraja Tambiran (5), 
As I read the judgments in the last men- 
tioned case, it was held that no general 
rule could be laid down and that each case 
must be judged on the particular facts. 
Sankaran Nair, J., appears to accept the 
statement of th6 law in Giyana Sambandha 
Pandara Sannadhi v. Kandasami Tambiran(3) 
as strictly accurate with regard to the 
endowments there referred to [Vide Kailasami 
Pillay v. Nataraja Tambiran (5)] which seems 
to me similar in kind to the endowment now 
in question. 


It is not, in my opinion, necessary to 
discuss these cases in detail, because, in 
roy opinion, the matter is now governed 
by the decision of the Privy Council reported 
as Ram Parlcash Das v. Anand Das (6). The 
nature of the interest of the head of a mutt in 
the mutt property is declared in clear terms. 

The whole assets are vested in him as 
the owner thereof in trust for the institution 
itself” (page 713*), again at page 714*, “the 
nature of the ownership is, as has been said, 
an ownership in trust, for the mutt or institu- 
tion itself, and it- must not be forgotten that 
although large administrative powers are 
undoubtedly vested in the reigning mahant 
this trust does exist and. ..must be respect- 
ed.” And at page 732* in referring to the 
retirement of the head of the mutt it is 
said, “the mahant in their Lordships’ opinion 
is not only a spiritual preceptor, but also a 
trustee in respect of the asthal over 
which he presides.” Their Lordships seem 
to me to lay this down as a rule of general 
applicability for whereas in the matter of 
succession to the headship the usage and 
custom of a mutt have to be considered 
in each case. This is expressly stated. It 

(4) 27 M. 435; 14 M. L. J. 105. 

T J&L 6 Tnd * Cas ‘ 4; 33 M * 265: 7 M. L. T. 1; 19 M. L. 

778. 

(6) 33 Ind. Cas. 583; 43 C. 707; 20 C. W. N 802- 
4 A. L. J. 621; (1916) 1 M. W. N. 406; 31 A f. £ J 

18 Bom. L. R. 490; 3 L. W. 556; 24 C. L J 116- 20 
M. L. T. 267; 43 T. A. 73 (P. C.). ’ ° 


♦Pages of 43 C, — Ed. 
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is true that the point to be decided in 
the case related to the office of superior 
of the mutt and not to the management 
of the other property and that the latter 
decision of this Court does not seem to 
have been referred to. The judgment, 
however, opens with a considered pronounce- 
ment as to the position of a head of 
the mutt as to his functions and the legal 
position with regard to the endowments. 
The faot that certain decisions of this 
Court may not have been referred to, does 
not make the ruling any the less bind- 
ing. 

There do not appear to be any oircum- 
Rtances peculiar to the present case, which 
would exolude it from the operation of 
the general rule. It seems to me, there- 
fore, that the sole benefioiary is the mutt. 
This is not an instance in which there 
is any individual interest in the head of 
the mutt independently of the institution 
itself. He is no doubt entitled to 
appropriate part- of the income to his own 
maintenance on account of his position in 
the mutt but his rights in this respect are 
the same in kind as those others connected 
with the mutt who are entitled to be sup- 
ported from its funds. In this view it is 
unnecessary to consider the bearing on 
the question of limitation of the cases 
where it has been held that the head of 
the mutt had a personal interest in the 
property alienated, [eg. Abhiram Goswami 
Mohant v. Shyama Chat an Nandi (7) and 
Narataya lid pa v. Venhataramana Bhatta 18 )]. 
The decision in hluthnsamur v. Sree Sue 
Methanithi Suamiyar Avergal (9) proceeds on 
the footing that the position of the head 
of a mutt is that enunciated in Yidyopurna 
Thirtha Sivamiv. Vidyavidhi Tilth a Su'aim(4r) 
but as already stated, this view appears 
to be overruled by the decision of the 
Privy Council. 

1 think, therefore, that the alienor held 
the property simply as a trustee. It has 
been held in Bamoshuar hi alia v. Jin 


(7) 4 Inch Cub. -HD; oti (\ 1C18 ; 10 C. L. ,1. 284; 6 A. 

L. J. 857; 11 Bom. h. Ih 234; 10 M. L. ,1. ft?0 ; )4 C 

W. N. 1; 30 1. A. 14* (IV C ). 

(8) 10 Ir.cl. Cus. 63; *3 M. L. J. 100; 1* M. 1, T 
218; (1012) M. \Y. N. 670. 

(< ) 19 lml. Cas. H 38 1(1. 350; 25 M. L. J. 293; Ji 

M. h. T. 498; (1913) M, W. N. 681. 


Thahur (10) that a permanent lease is a 
transfer within the meaning of Article 
134 of the Limitation Act of 1908. The 

same decision and that reported as Narasayn 
Ud'pa v. Yenhataramana Bhatta (S) are 
authorities for holding that the annual 
rent is a valuable consideration. The 
requirements of the Article would, therefore, 
seem to be fulfilled. 

It has, however, been urged that the 
appellants are not entitled to take advantage 
of the Article because 2nd plaintiff was 
aware at the time he obtained the lease 
of the position of his lessor; the plaint 
alleges that the mutathipathi was a trustee 
and 2 nd plaintiff in his evidence describes 
him as a trustee merely. There is nothing 
in the actual wording of section 10 of the 
Act or in Article 134 to support the 
contention. It is, however, argued that this 
has been held to have been the meaning 
of the provision in the Act of 1877, and 
that these rulings are not affected by the 
changes in wording made in 1908. Vide 
Tholaiinga hludali v. Nagalinga Chetty (11) 
The rulings relied on appear to rest cn 
the remarks of Lord Cairns in delivering 
the judgment of the Privy Council 
in Badhonath Pots v. Gisborne 5* Co. (12). 
In that case the actual* finding was that 
the transaction was consistent with the 
view that the alienee intended to take 
only such interests as the transferor was 
competent to alienate (Vide pages 17 and 
19). This decision has been explained' by 
Mookerjee, J., in Bam Kauai Ghosh v. Baja Sri 
Sri Sri Hari Narayan Singh Poo Bahadur( 13) 
and quite recently by Ayling and Srinivasa 
Aiyangar, J J., in Svbbaiya Faularam v. 
Mohamad Mustapha Maracayar (14). In the 
latter case, the later rulings of this Court 
have also been considered and distinguished. 
The fact of knowledge may be an important 
piece of evidence, in judging of what 


(10) 29 Ind. Cap. ! 37; 43 C. 34; 19 C. W. N. 1082. 

(11) 32 lml. Cas. 266; 3 L. W. 19; (1916) 1 M. W. N. 
28. 


(12) 14 M. 1. A. 1; 16 W. R. (r. C.) 24; 6 B. L. R. 
i>30; 2 Suth. P. c. J. 897; 2 Sor. P. C. J. 6*6; 10 R R. 
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(13) 2 C.L. J. 646. 

(14) 40 lnd. Cas. CC; 21 M. L. T. 62; 5 L. W, 690; 
82 M, L. J. 86. 
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interest the transferee contracted to take 
especially where (as in mo3t of the cases 
cited) the transferor was a mortgagee but 
such knowledge cannot by itself disentitle the 
transferee to the benefit of Article 134 of 
the Act. In the present case I entertain 
no doubt that it was the intention of the 
grantor to create a permanent lease and 
that 2nd plaintiff intended to take and 
did take the lease as a permanent one. 
Subsequent dealings with the property 
support this view. The grantor died a few 
months after the execution of Exhibit A. 
During the fourteen years that his successor 
held office the 2nd plaintiff continued to 
hold on the terms of the lease-deed. I 
would respectfully follow the view enunciated 
by Mookerjee, J., in the case referred to 
and hold that the 2nd plaintiff perfected 
his title to a permanent lease as more than 
twelve years elapsed since the grant. The 
lessor intended to grant and the lessee 
intended to acquire an interest greater than 
the transferor was competent to alienate 
and all the requirements of Article 134 
have been complied with. 

The above finding is sufficient for disposal 
of the appeal and it is, therefore, unneces- 
sary to consider (he question of estoppel 
which is raised by the appellants. 

The Subordinate Judge has given the 
1st plaintiff a deoree for Rs. 116 6 6 as 
damagesagainst thelstdefendant. A memoran- 
dum of cross objections was filed but was 
not pressed and is dismissed. 

There is a further claim for Rs. 500 as 
damages for breach of the agreement in 
Exhibit D prohibiting the letting of trees 
for tapping in the last two years of the 
lease. The Subordinate Judge recorded m 
finding on the point as he considered the 
claim unsustainable for reasons given in 
paragraph 29 of his judgment. Th6 evidence 
adduced is of a very vague description and, 
in my opinion, insufficient to enable a con- 
clusion to be come to as to whether any and 
if so, what amount, is due to the 1st plaintiff 
on this account. 

In the result I think the appeal should 
be allowed and 1st plaintiff given a decree 
for possession of the property, and a de- 
claration that he is a permanent lessee. 
He will also be entitled to mesne profits from 
the 1st October 1912, till delivery. These 


profits will be recoverable from defendants 
Nos. 1 and 2 and will be determined by the 
lower Court and embodied in a supple- 
mental decree. Having regard to the 
uncertainty of the law in this Presidency 
prior to the judgment of the Privy Council, 
I think the parties should bear their own 
costs in both Courts. 

Sadasiva Aiyar, J. — I agree. 

Appeal allowed . 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Civil Appeal No. 96 of 1914. 
February 13, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim and 
Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 

AY ASARALA KONDOL ROW and another 

— Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

Isivara Sanya .i SWAMULAYARU alias 
AYASARALA KAMARAZU and others 
— Defendants — Respondents. 

Hindu Lau; -Sanyasam or axceHciVm, incidents oj — 
Wil 1 - of sanyasi, construction of — Testamentary dis- 
position of sanyasi’s property, principles governing — 
Conduct negativing sanyasam, evidence of. 

The essentials of Sanyasam, according to Hindu 
Law, are that the postulant for Sanyasam should 
perforin the necessary rites and ceremonies pre- 
scribed by the Sastras, iD particular the prajopu - 
thiyeshti or agneshti and the viraja. homam , and 
finally relinquish all property and abandon all 
worldly concerns, down to even a desire for them. 
The relinquishment need not be in favour of any 
particular person, but one about to become a Sanyasi 
may simply abandon his property in which case 
the law will vest it in his heirs. The mere adoption 
of the external symbols of Sanyasam as the wearing 
of coloured clothes or shaving of the head is not 
enough, [p. 538, col. 2.] 

Hindu text-writers examined. 

A Will made by a Sanyasi takes effect from its 
execution, as the Sanyasi becomes dead to the world 
from the date of his entry into the holy order, and 
not from his death, [p. 542, col. 1.] 

Evidence may be tendered to show by the conduct 
of the Sanyasi that he did not intend to abandon his 
property and that a Will executed by him during his 
so-called Sanyasam was not intended to take effect. 
The non-delivery of the Will to the beneficiary named 
in it and its retention by the testator is one import- 
ant test showing that the testator did not intend to 
abandon his property during his natural life. [p. 539 
cols. 1 & 2.] 

Where the Will of a Sanyasi directs the beneficiary 
under it to perform the testator’s death ceremonies, 
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it negatives the intention that the Will should take 
effect immediately as tliero are no death ceremonies 
to be performed for a Sanyasi and a subsequent 
codicil will prevail over the earlier Will. [p. 538, col. 
2; p. 539, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the decree of the 
Court of the Subordinate Judge, Cooanada, 
in Original Suit No. 7 of 1909. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Aiyangar , (Advocate 
General), for the Appellants. — Sir Thomas 
Strange, at page 154 of Hindu Law, lays 
down that, on a person becoming a Sanyasi 
the next heir sucoeeds. 

[Abdur Rahim, J. — Has the view of Strange 
obtained sanotion of Courts?] 

The Advocate-General . — That is based upon 
Hindu text- writers, VyavasthaChandrika, page 
20. The term physical death” means also 
entrance into another order. 1856 Calcutta 
Sadur Dewany Adalat Decision 35. 
There is another olass of cases t.e., when 
succession opens to him after he became 
Sanyasi, (3) there is a third class when he 
succeeds to the property owned by him before 
he becomes a Sanyasi. 

Mr. T. R. Kiishnaswami Aiyar (with him 
Messrs. T. R. Ramachar.dra Aiyar , B. Nara- 
simha Rao and T). Appa Rao ), for the Respond- 
ents.— It is the case of a widow relin- 
quishing her right. 

[Abdur Rahim, J. — Is there any case in 
which a Sanyasin is trying to get pro- 
perty.] 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Aiyangar. — There are 
oases. A Sudra cannot become yati. By a 
change of status civil rights are affected. 

[ Abdur Rahim, J.— That is to say, the right 
has become forfeited.] 

The Advocate-General . — That is, he ceases 
to be a member of the family. 

[Abdur Rahim, J. — He could not acquire 
property afterwards. In snoh oases, the 
rights of inheritance are lost. Is there any 
direct authority?] 

Mitakshara Chapter II, section 9, plaeitum 
13, Stoke’s Hindu Law Book, page 430, 
Smrithi Chandrika, Chapter V, section 29^ 
Mitakshara, section 8. 

[Abdur Rahim, J.- All this is divided 
property. J 


The Advocate- General. — But the rule is 
applied to both sets of property. Mitakshara 
Chapter II, section 7, plaeitum 8. In all 
these cases the question is whether it is a 
question of principle or question of equity. 
Smritha Chandrika, Chapter XII. 

[Srinivasa Aiyangar, J.— So far as rights 
are concerned he is dead.] 

The Advocate-General. — Smrithi Chandrika 
Chapter XII, page 209, paragraphs 8 and 9. 

[Srinivasa Aiyangar, J. — Here it is a ques- 
tion of a person becoming a Sanyasi after 
being re-united.] 

It is simply a case of an application to a 
person who is re-united. 

[Srinivasa Aiyangar, J. — Is there any case 
where he dies and does not re-unite.] 

He is treated as if he is dead. Both are 
treated in the same position. Vyavastha 
Chandrika, Volume II, page 580, Smrithi 
Chandrika Chapter V, 2 (10) at page 60. It 
is not open to a person to change the inherit- 
ance; it does not depend upon his volition. See 
Juggunnath Paul v. Bidiannnd Butt (1). 

Mr. T, R. Ramachandra Aiyar, — My 
contention is that he is not a Sanyasi 
at all. See Khoodeeram Chatterjee v. 
Rookhinee Boistcboo (2). Bharmapuram 
Pandara Sannadhi v. Virapandiyam Pillai (3) 
does not apply this rule as to Sanyasi. Gouri 
Sankar Byas v. Niader Sing (4) lays down 
the test. 

[Abdur Rahim, J. — Do you say that if a 
man pronounces certain mantrams he becomes 
an ascetio; then you say that the pronounce- 
ment makes him a Sanyasi and he cannot 
resume his former position.] 

If a man becomes a yati and does not 
perform the austerities of the order, he 
does not come back as a Sanyasi. The 
faots in the present case show that he is 
not a real Sanyasi. 

[Srinivasa Aiyangar, J. — Suppose he is 
a real Sanyasi what the books require, 
that he must actually give up,] 

The secular act of giving and taking is 
essential for marriage and adoption. In 

0) 10 W.E.172, 1B.L. R.A.C. 1U. 

2) 16 W. R. 197. 

(3) 22 M. 302; 8 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 216. 

(4) 23 Inch Cas. 287; 18 Q. W. N. 69, 
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Venkatacharyula v. Rongacharynlu (5), 
Muthuswami Aiyar, J., is of opinion that 
giving and taking is quite essential; where 
there is fraud there is no real giving. 
Yagnavalkya (Mitakshara) Parukshit Kanda, 
Chapter IY, Sloka 56 shows that he must give 
up all what he has i, e have performed 
prajapathiyeshi. At page 101 he says he shall 
perform Sarvaveda Jakeshmati, i. e ., all 
that man possesses. 

[Abdur Rahim, J. — Tf a man wants to 
become a Sanyasi, the most important 
act is that he must divorce himself of all 
that he possesses. J 


The texts require a number of things 
to be performed. Manu Chapter VI, Sloka 33. 
Dbarmasindhu, page 364, paragraph 365. In 
the case of Sanyasi a giving up of 
all worldly possessions voluntarily is quite 
necessary. Mitakshara, Chapter IT, section 10, 
plaoitum 6. 

[Abdur Rahim, J.— You say that the dis- 
position must be according to law; if it 
is immoveable property, it must be by a 
registered instrument.] 


Even if he divests himself with all tha 
he has, there is nothing- to prevent hin 
from acquiring property afterwards; firs 
he has secular heirs; then they beoorm 
spiritual heirs. There is nothing equivalem 
to oivilly dead in Sanskrit. Sir Thomas 
Strange is wrong in his statement at pag< 
114. None of the text books support his 
view. Manu and Hartha upon which Sit 
Thomas Strange relies do not support 
him. There is nothing in the Mitakshara. 
lhere is nothing about oivil death. An 
ascetic can acquire property, he is not 
civilly dead In the matter of Metcalfe's Trusts 
W, Sree Mahant Ki shore Dossjee v. Coimbatore 

STTqE Weaving G °- (7) > Mayne - pages 

8^8 and 844, paragraphs 590 and 603. 


Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar , in reply.— 
Ihis is a topic of inheritance, one may 
call it by what name he likes, Mayne, 


(n ° 2) 316 at P- 32 °; 1 M. L. J. 85; 5 Id cl. Dec. 

T l 6 U I 8 i 4)46E * *-321: 2 De G. ,T. & S. 122- 33 

R 538; isTlt! R L 68 T * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(7) 26 M. 79; 12 Af. L. J. 439. 


pages 489, 698. Retirement operates as an 
extinction of property; Dattatraya Sakharam 
Bevli v. Qovind Sambhaji Kulkarni (8). 

This appeal coming on for hearing on 
the lfeth and 19th January 1917, and 
the case haying stood over for considera- 
tion till this day, the Court delivered the 
following 

JUDGMENT. 


KJivuur aoa XXI IAN 




by the plaintiffs against the decree of the 
Subordinate Judge of Cucanada dismissing 
their suit to recover possession of the 
immoveable properties belonging to the 
1st defendant, from him and his alienees, 
lhere are two plaintiffs, but as the 2nd 
is only an assignee from the 1st and as 
it is the right of the 1st plaintiff that is 

in question ,n fc he suit, I shall hereafter 

refer to the 1st plaintiff as the plaintiff. 
The claim is as the universal legatee, 
heir and successor of a living person the 
Lst defendant. According to the plaintiff 
the 1st defendant his uncle, made his 
Will on the 20th December 1905 at 
Benares by which he bequeathed all his 
immoveable properties— they are the suit 
properties to the plaintiff, constituted him 
his heir and successor, and a few days after 
beoame a Sanyasi or entered the fourth 
Asrama prescribed by the Sastras, beoame 
dead to the world and its concerns, and the 

plaintiff, therefore, became the owner of 
his properties as if the lst defendant had 
died on the day h6 became Sanyasi. This 

• , tli 18 19 the first 

instance to my knowledge of a claim to 

recover possession from a living person 
of his properties as his heir or legatee 
which involves the fiction of civil death— 
requires to be made out in the clearest 
possibJe manner. The plaintiff and the 
1st defendant are Telugu Brahmins of the 
Godavari District and belong tothe sect called 
Golakonda Vyaparies who though they 
wear namams and follow some of the 
practices of Sri Yaishnavas, in several 
other matters apparently follow the prac 
tices of Smarthas. Several interesting ques- 
tions were argued at the hearing of this 
appeal, as to the acts to he done and 

34 Ind ‘ CaS ' 423: 40 429 ' 18 L. R. 
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the ceremonies to be performed by a 
Brahman before he can become a Sanyasi 
as to the effect of' that status on 
legal rights, as to the possibility of a 
reversion from or change of that status, 
and as to how far British Indian Courts 
are bound or entitled to recognise any 
snoh limited or inferior civil status; but 
in the view I take of the facts it is 
scarcely necessary to decide most of the 
questions so argued. 

It must be remembered that there are 

a large number of sects with their pecu- 
liar rites, mode 5f initiation and practices 
who though in a general sense may be 
termed ascetics cannot come under the 
category of those who have entered the 
fourth order (Asrama) in the ideal of life 
prescribed for the Brahman by the Dnarma 
Sastras. For example, in a passage cited in 
Sarkar Sastri’s Hindu Law from Maha Nirvana 
Tantra, it is said that in this Kali age 

there are five castes ( varnas ) i. e. % besides 
the well-known four castes, a fifth caste 
comprising all other being3, that Sanyasarn 
according to Vedic rites does not exist 
(***) and that all the above five castps can 
become Avadhutha Sanyasis according lo 
the Saiva ritual. As regards ascetics of 

this class, it is impossible to apply the 

special texts in the bmritis or to hold 
that they are divested of their property 
or become incapable of holding any or 
that the special rules of inheritance pres- 
cribed for Vanaprustas (hermits) yathis 
(ascetics) and Brahmachanes (perpetual 
students) govern succession to their pro- 
perty on their death. It has been held 
in this Court that as a Sudra cannot be- 
come a yathi or Sanyasi according to the 
Smritis or the Dharma Sastras, his property 
on his death devolves on his natural heirs, 
though there can be no doubt that a 

Sudra is ordained as an ascetic according 
to the Saiva Agamas. So also in Bengal 
the rule of inheritance applicable to yathis 
is not applied to Bairagis who apparently 
may be of any caste. In Mr. Oman’s 
Book on ‘Ascetics etc’., and Dr. Hhatta- 
charya’s Bwk on ‘Hindu Castes and Tribes’ 
are described a considerable number of 
orders of ascetics who are not governed 
by the rules prescribed in Smritis or by 
Nibandakars whom for convenience I may 


call heretical sects; and so far as they 
are concerned, in the absence of any special 
custom, there is no reason to treat them 
as of inferior status for the purposes 
of civil law. Unless, therefore, the plaintiff 
proves that the 1st defendant became a 
Sanyasi according to the orthodox 
rites and ceremonies I shall show later 
on that it is essential for such a 
Sanyasarn that there should be an actual 
gift or an actual relinquishment or abandon- 
ment of all worldly possessions— the plaintiff 
cannot succeed, even though he may be able 
to prove that the 1st defendant wore 
coloured clothes or shaved his head 
or acquired certain external: symbols of 
Sanyasarn; for some or all of these are 
adopted also by the heretical sects. 

The 1st defendant lost his wife and 
children at the same time in an acoident 
when he was young and did not marry 
again. He was naturally much affected 
by such a calamity, turned to his religion 
for consolation, had puranas read and 
expounded to him, and was often going on 
pilgrimage to holy plaoes. In the latter 
part of 1905 he went to Benares with 
the plaintiff and stayed in the house of 
V. Narayana liao (plaintiff’s 1st witness) 
in whose house he had stayed for months 
on a previous occasion. While he was 
there, on the 2Chh December’ 1905 he 
made the Will, Exhibit A, under which 
the plaintiff claims as legatee, got it 
registered the next day at his residence 
as he was ill, and a day or two later, it 
is said, became an ascetic and had his name 
changed to Iswara Sanyasi in token of 
his having entered the holy order of 

Sanyasis. The plaintiff who evidently 
knows that a person about to become a 
Sanyasi should give up his property, 

says, that the Will, Exhibit A, was exe- 
cuted by the 1st defendant as a preliminary 
to his Sanyasarn and with the intentiou of 
divesting himself of his property. If this was 
the intention of the 1st defendant, he not 
merely managed to conceal it but manifested 
a contrary intention; for in his Will there 
is no reference to any impending Sanyasarn 
at all but a direction that the legatee should 
after the testator’s death — he obviously refers 
to his natural death — perform his death 
ceremonies and take his property as his heir 
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and successor. The reference to the death 
ceremonies is significant, as there are none 
such to be performed by the relations of a 
Sanyasi after his natural death. There is 
one other matter in connection with this 
Will which also shows that the 1st defendant 
had no idea of relinquishing his property 
during his natural life. The Will after 
registration was asked by the testator to be 
delivered to one Ram Narain Singh, and 
acquaintance of his, and not to the plaintiff, 
and although the plaintiff stayed with the 
1st defendant for over a month at Benares 
after the date of the alleged Sanyasam the 
1st defendant never gave the Will to the 
plaintiff and never intended to give it to 
him. The plaintiff, however, obtained the 
Will long after, from the Singh against the 
wish of the 1st defendant. The conduct of 
the plaintiff and the 1st defendant after the 
alleged Sanyasam makes it difficult to believe 
that the 1st defendant became a Sanyasi 
at all as alleged by the plaintiff. On the 
13th January 1906 within a few days 

after the 1st defendant is said to have become 
an ascetic, he made another Will, or rather 
a codicil, leaving to others, a portion of the 
properties devised to the plaintiff by his 
previous Will (Exhibit VIII). On the 5th 
February 1906 he again made a third Will 
by which he distributed his property to his 
three nephews i,e. % the plaintiff, his brother, 
the 11th defendant and another brother 
Yenkat Rao now dead, the father of defendants 
Nos. 13 and 14 (Exhibit X). These were 
executed at Benares while the plaintiff was 
with him, and the 1st defendant describes 
himself in his usual name and as the son of 
his natural father which be would not have 
done if he had become an ascetio and had 
assumed the name of Iswara Sanyasi. As 
a matter of fact, the 1st defendant described 
himself and was addressed by relations and 
friends including some of the important wit- 
nesses for the plaintiff by his ordinary name 
A vasarala Kamarazu, and the curious com- 
pound Iswara Sanyasi with its variant 
Iswaranandaswami and Iswara Sanyasi- 
swami appears for the first time in the 
proceedings in this suit. The 1st defendant 
left Benares for his native place after execut- 
ing Exhibit X and made another Will 
(Exhibit 1) on the 22nd February 1906 at 
Pittapur and has been dealing with his 
prey ei iy ever since as owner, and there can 
be no doubt he has been living like a 


grahasta or a house holder. He denies that 
he ever became a Sanyasi or behaved as 
such. That is so far as the 1st defendant is 
concerned. 

The conduct of the plaintiff is, however, 
much more important. On October 3, 1906,' 
long after the 1st defendant had begun to 
deal with his property as owner, he and the 
11th defendant claiming as legatees under 
the Will, dated the 5th February 1906, made 
a written demand of possession nf certain 
properties from 3rd persons who held them 
under the 1st defendant as tenants, or other- 
wise by transfers subsequent to the 5th 
February. 

In these notices, one of which is produced 
and marked as Exhibit XI in the case, the 
plaintiff and his brother, the 11th defendant 
stated . that the 1st defendant became a 
■ Sanyasi after the 5th February and there- 
after ceased to have any interest in his 
properties and on that ground challenged 
the title of the persons in possession. That 
statement if unexplained is obviously fatal 
to the plaintiff’s present claim and the only 
explanation which he gives is that he never 
made that statement, but that his brother 
fraudulently filled up a blank paper in which 
he obtained the plaintiff’s signature. Un- 
fortunately for the plaintiff, this is proved 
to be untrue, for fhe plaintiff is proved to 
have been well aware of the draft of this 
very notice (Exhibits IX and IX A). The 
11th defendant who equally with the 
plaintiff insists that the 1st defendant be- 
came a Sanyasi denies that he ever filled 
up a blank paper and there can be no doubt 
that he is speaking the truth in this matter 
Further the plaintiff and the 11th defendant 
long after this notice on March 10th, 1907 
obtained a muihilika from a tenant for some 
of the lands of the 1st defendant and the 
plaintiff does not explain this transaction 
either beyond stating that his brother 
fraudulently obtained this also without his 
knowledge. Finally the plaintiff makes this 
remarkable statement, namely, that he knew 

in October 1906 that his brother had made 

false recitals in the notice issued in his 
name- the 11th defendant apparently was 
quite frank about it and told the plaintiff 
that he inserted those false statements to 
obtain a share of the 1st defendant’s proper- 
ties which wholly belonged to the plaintiff 

yet he and was advised by a leading 

Pleader that those statements were not pre- 
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judicial to his interest, so much so that he took 
no steps to oorreot them and had sufficient 
confidence in his brother to allow him to take 
a muchilika also jointly in the names of both. 
On February 23, 1909, only three days before 
the plaint in this suit was filed, after he 
had made up his mind to claim the whole of 
the properties of the 1st defendant as his 
sole legatee under the Will Exhibit A, the 
1st plaintiff sold a half of the suit properties 
to the 2nd plaintiff and in the sale-deed, in 
setting out his title, fixed the same day the 
2 1st December 1905 for the Sanyasam and 
the Will. Evidently even this version did 
not suit him as probably the Sub-Registrar 
who registered the Will, who saw the 1st 
defendant at his residence on that day 
between 5 and 6 p.m., may be in a position to 
contradict the story of Sanyasam on that 
day, any how the plaintiff is wholly unable 
to explain how this date came to be fixed 
in the sale-deed as the date of the 
Sanyasam. In his re-examination by his 
own Pleader he says this * Exhibit E (i.e.,) 
the sale is in my own handwriting. I do 
not remember if a draft of it was first 
prepared. The recital in Exhibit E to the 
effect that the taking of Sanyasam and the 
execution of the Will Exhibit A took place 
at the same time was a mistake. I cannot 
say how it arose.” In his plaint he fixed 
no date but paragraph 5 of the plaint reads 
as if the making of the Will and the Sanya- 
sam were simultaneous. Even now the 
actual date is not fixed but it was said for 
the first time in March 1910 when the plaint- 
iff’s witnesses were examined in Benares that 
it took place on some day betsveen the 23rd 
and 26th December 1905. These unex- 
plained variations in the date cast a strong 
suspicion on the truth of the plaintiff’s case. 
There are two other transactions in which 
the plaintiff has taken part to which I shall 
refer now. He was present when a brother 
of his (one Lakshmipathi adopted to another 
family) lent Rs. 1,000 to the 1st defendant 
on 3rd December 1906 when the 1st 
defendant, if the plaintiff’s present case is 
true had no property at all, and also when the 
note was renewed in April 190S. The 
plaintiff obtained a transfer of this note on 
behalf of a minor ward of his, after a suit 
had been filed on the note and conducted 
that suit on his behalf. When asked to 
explain his conduct ip allowing his brother 


to lend to a person who had no property and 
taking a transfer of the debt he was good 
enough to suggest that it was no conoern of 
his if his brother foolishly lent to a person 
who had no property and denied that he had 
anything to do with the transfer of the debt 
or the oondnct of the suit. But unfor- 
tunately for him he had been examined in 
the suit on the note and had admitted that 
he obtained the loan from his brother for 
his uncle and also that he negotiated and 
obtained the transfer; and explained that 
he did so because he and his uncle had 
settled their differences and that he was to 
succeed to his uncle after his death. He 
denies now that there was any such under- 
standing, but he does not explain why if his 
uncle became an ascetic and he himself 
became the owner of all his properties, he 
took part in these transactions. His cross- 
examination as to these transactions is at 
pages 93 to 95 of the paper book. A perusal 
of his evidence as a whole leaves the impres- 
sion that he has not an honest case. 

The learned Judge in the Court below, 
however, acoepted as reliable the evidence of 
plaintiff’s witnesses Njs. 1 to 4 who deposed 
that the 1st defendant performed certain 
oeremonies and went through certain rites by 
which lie became a Sanyasi; and he came to the 
conclusion that though the 1st defendant 
did become an ascetic he did not give up or 
relinquish his property, that he got tired of 
his Sanyasam very soon and discarded 
even the Symbols of his order. He evi- 
dently thinks that the vacillation of the 
plaintiff was due to his desire to obtain the' 
oo*operation of his brother in any aotion 
against his uncle or to settle with his perverse 
uncle who like a good Sanyasi would not 
quietly surrender possession of his property 
and go a-begging as he ought. It, there- 
fore, becomes necessary to examine that evi- 
dence. Of the fourth witnesses the first three 
were examined on commission at Benares 
ar.d the fourth was examined on the 12th 
January 1911 and the judgment was not 
delivered till the end of December 1913. 

Such a long interval considerably detraots 
from the value of the opinion of the Trial 
Judge on the credibility of the witnesses 
examined before him. 

* * # # •### 

Assuming, however, that that evidence is 
true and the witnesses accurately describe 
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what they saw, yet the evidence appears to 
be insufficient to prove that the 1st defendant 
entered the holy order of Sanyasis by 
the performance of the neoessary rites and 
ceremonies prescribed by the Sastras; in 
particular there is no evidenoe that the 
1st defendant pronounoed the presha 
mantram which is absolutely essential for 
an orthodox Sanyasam. The ideal ascetic 
is he who having passed from order to 
order, having paid the three debts (that 
to the Rishis to the pittris and to the 
devas) in the evening of his life tired of 
the world gives up everything and 
determines on passing the remainder of 
his days in holy meditation calmly awaiting 
his release. (Manu Chapter VI, verses 33 to 
37 and 45, Jabala Sruti cited in Apararka’s 
commentary on Yajnavalkyaand Yajnavalkya, 
Chapter III, verse 57). The essence of such 
Sanyasam as the word itself imports, 
is the relinquishment of all property and 
worldly concerns even of the desire for 
them In the Taithireva Upanisbad, it is said 
not by works, not by sons, not by wealth, but 
by relinquishing these some obtained im- 
mortality Getting out of the desire for sons, 
for wealth, and the world, a Brahmin goes 

? e v 10a,lfc state:” ( Bikshacharyam 
Gharam) Vajasayena Brahmanam cited in 

slTv 1 Madl ! avlyam ' Bombay Sanskrit 

henes Volume 48, page 152. The rituals to 

be followed by a person desirous of 

becoming a Sanyasi are indicated in the 
Bmritios and are set out in detail in the 

wrft r vr th<3 “° mmen tators and text book 

wnters (Manu Chapter VI, verses 3S, 39, 

Madhf 1 - ayana If ’ 10 ’ 17 > Parasara 

Madhavyam, pages 146 to 178; Dharma 

Sindhu, pages 363 to 370 Bombay Edition). 

lo. Postulant for Sanyasam after 
learning the duties of a Sanyasi should 

first perform h,s death ceremonies-this, 
however, , s by some not considered 

necessary-and the eight sradhas the 

!rT h u V' S , hlS own sradhas ; he must 

JWhm ' S W6alth t0 his sons and 

Brahmins reserving enough for the homam 

(sa nfice in the fire) to be subsequently 

performed. Then he has to perform 

Prajapathiyeshti or agneshti and finally viraja 

i"" 1 ', These are sacrifices in fire and are 
purificatory ceromonies. At the end of 
ceremonies, the postulant has no pro 
.1 .11 , or , v „ lb# 


vessels if they are of wood must be burnt 
in the fire and if they are of metal must 
be given to the priest. After these are 

1 I • • of his sons, and 

standing in water takes some water in 

his hand and drops it saying that he 

has given up desire for sons, wealth, world 

and everything ( Savva Thyagam). He 

makes a vow that he will not injure any 

hving being. Finally there is the uttering 

Ot the Presha Mantram: The literal 

meaning of the mantram is ‘have been 

given up by m e' (Sanyastham 7naya) . The 

mantram is to be pronouuoed low three 

times, and loud twice and till the 

mantram is pronounced the man does not 

become a Sanyasi. The above is common 

to all Sanyasams, but there is a difference 

of opinion as to the discarding of the sacred 

thread, as to the shaving of the tuft and as 

to the number of sticks in the staff. This is 

due to certain doctrinal differences which it is 

unnecessary to deal with for the present pur- 

pose beyond saying this; that the discarding 

of the holy thread which implies the giving 

p of all the duties prescribed not merely 

for the order (ashrama) , but also for the 

caste (varna) including the obligatory San- 

ktnd'of s'*” 1 ’ 13 P p° Per ° nly t0 tbe highest 

kind of Sanyasi, Paramahamsa. It is said 
the 1st def me 3 nt ^ hB Uth defendant > that 

but if he did, he should not have resided 
in a house or in a village; he can enter a 
village only in the evening for begging 
for his meals. It , s to be observed that the 
essential feature of Sanyasam is the actual 

relinqu.sbmentof all property and an actual 

abandonment of all worldly concerns, down 
to even a desire for them; and it i s sa id 
n the most emphatio terms that a person 
adopting Sanyasam, without this abandon, 
merit of all desires (bairagyam) goes to fearful 

ant° dil not^ ““ ‘"e l.t dienj! 

ant did not abandon or relinquish his nrn. 
ami y fh and ^d no intention of doing so' 

tho d ‘p he ? 'ir 110 evidenoe tha t he pronounced 

the P res ha Mantram' wthout which he cannot 
become a Sanyasi. The learned Snb 

n«. j.d„ thi 0k8 th , t ^f, h rSi ; 

E“, f h r x' ly ’ *»*»»«• b«o», . T . Z 
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perty, infers that a Sanyasi may possess 
property. Perhaps it is a question of words 
but it appears to me that to speak ot a 
Sanyasi retaining his property is a con- 
tradiction in terms. The rule as to inherit- 
ance is explained by the commentators as 

applying to the staff, water pot, and sandals 

of a Sanyasi, which alone is permitted to 
him (Manu Chapter VI, verse 41 Pavitro - 
pakitah'). The learned Judge is not right 
in thinking that an ascetic can make a 
hoard of things for a day, a month, or six 
months or a year; for that can be done only 
by a vanuprastha or hermit. On the other 
hand it is said in a verso cited in Parasara 
Madhaviyam (page 184) that a Samyasi 
should not even procure an extra staff tor 
future use. Similarly in Qouri Sankar Byas 
v. Wader Singh (5), it appears to have been 
held that without actually relinquishing or 
abandoning his property a man cannot 

beoome a Sanyasi. 

If, however, the first defendant became a 
Sanyasi, his heirs would take his property 
and probably his legatee even during his 
lifetime. In an interesting passage in 
Pollock and Maitland’s ‘History of English 
Law’ the learned authors describing the 
status of a monk say, “A monk or nun can- 
not aoquire or have any proprietary rights. 
When a man becomes professed in religion,” 
his heir at once inherits from him any 
land that he has, and, if he has made a 
Will it takes effeot at once as though lie 
were dead. If after this a kinsman of his 
dies leaving land which according to the 
ordinary rules of inheritance would descend, 
he is overlooked as though he were no 
longer in the land of tho living; the inherit- 
ance misses him and passes to some more 
distant relative. The rule is not that what 
descends to him belongs to the house of 
which he is an inmate; nothing desconds to 
him for lie is already dead. In the eye of 
ecclesiastical law tho monk who became a 
proprietor ins, tho monk, that is, who arrogat- 
ed to himself any proprietary rights on tho 
separate enjoyment of any wealth, committed 
about as bad an offence as he could commit.” 
Except that the Smriti writers and com- 
mentators had no conception of a Will, the 
above passage accurately represents the 
status of a Sanyasi under the Hindu haw. 
It does not seem to be necessary that there 


should be an actual transfer to, or a reliquish- 
ment in favour of any particular person, 
but one about to become a Sanyasi may 
simply abandon his property in which case 
the law will vest it in his heirs. In the 
Dayabhaga in the very beginning where 
the author disousses the meaning of the 
word ‘Hai/a,’ and origin of right to property, 
he points out that not merely by gift, but 
by death, Sanyasam,' etc., the right of 
the previous owner is lost, and that of the 
successor begins. The same principle is ap- 
plied in fixing the time for partition. The 
author explains that the phrase the death of 
the father” does not necessarily mean actual 
death, but includes Sanyasam, etc., (Stoke’s 
Hindu Law Books, Dayabhaga, Chapter 1, 
placitum 4 and 31. The Sanskrit word 

translated as ‘retirement’ is Pravrajita'). See 

also 2 Colebrooke’s Digest, page 197. This 
appears also to be the opinion of text writers 
(Strange, pages 164, 185, Trevelyan, page 100, 
May ne, page 828, Vyavasha Chandrika, page 
20). It is, however, unnecessary to pursue 
this matter further as 1 have oome to the 
conclusion that the 1st defendant did not 
enter the fourth order as prescribed in the 
Dharma Sastras; nor is it necessary to decide 
any other questions. The appeal must be 
dismissed with costs. 

Abduk Rahim, J.— I agree. 

Appeal dismissed . 

v.R.r. 


NAGPUR JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 342 

of 1916. 

January 11, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Mittra, Officiating, A. J. C. 
HARI PRASAD and anotueu— Plaintiffs— 

Appellants 

versus 

GOVINDRAO— Defendant— Respondent. 

Lnmbnrdnr, jhmivi* of, to grant leases— Co»$hanr$, 
rights oj — Wnjib-ul-nrz, construction oj . 

* Whore the wajU-uUir: of a village provided that 
before granting leases of vacant lauds the hnnborder 
should consult the oo-shnrers of tho village*. 

that the co-sharers could not claim to avoid 
a bona fi le lease merely on the ground that their 
wishes were not consulted before it was given, LP* 
543, col. 1.] 
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Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, Nimar, dated the 28th March 1916, 
confirming that of the Munsif, Burhanpur, 
dated the 15th December 1915. 

Mr. J. C. Ghosh % for the Appellants. 

Mr. A . 0. Roy , for the Respondent. 

JUDG MENT . — The plaintiffs-appellants 
own eight-annas share in Mauza Deola, the 
other eight annas being held by the 1st defend- 
ant, who is the lambardar of the village. The 
2nd defendant is a tenant under a lease exe- 
cuted by the lambardar. The plaintiffs sue for 
the ejectment of the latter on the ground that 
the lease was executed without the knowledge 
and consent of the plaintiffs. There is also 
a prayer for joint possession of the land to 
the extent of the plaintiffs’ half share. The 
Courts below have dismissed the suit. 

The contention on behalf of the plaintiffs 
is that, under the terms of the wajib-ul-arz , 
the lambardar shall consult the wishes of the 
co-sharers before leasing the vacant lands of 
the village. It is urged that, as the plaint- 
iffs were not consulted, as required by the 
custom, the plaintiffs are entitled to have 
the lease declared void and to have joint 
possession of the holding. The terms of the 
Nimar wajib-ul-arz are substantially the 
same as those of Wardha. In Kesko Rao 
v. Nana (1), Ismay, J. 0., held that the 
co-sharers cannot claim to avoid a bona fide 
lease merely on the ground that their wishes 
were not consulted before it was given. This 
was followed in Bhima Shankary . Krishna 
Mali (2) by the present learned Judicial 
Commissioner. The same view was taken by 
Stanyon, A. J. C., in Poonamchand y. Nandlal 

The custom embodied in the wajib-ul-arz 
does not require the consent of the co-sharers. 
They are merely to be consulted. What 
the lambardar is to do if the proprietors 
are not agreed, is not stated in the icajib-ul-arz. 

he general rule in these Provinces is that 
the lambardar leases the vacant lands in 
the ordinary course of management. This 
departure from the general rule embodied 
in the wajib-ul arz does not appear to have 
ripened into a local custom with the 

(1) Second Appeal No. 228 of 1901. 

(2) Second Appeal No. 109 of 1903. 

(3) Second Appeal No. 182 of 1912. 


certainty requisite for a valid custom. Pro- 
bably, as suggested by Ismay, J. C., a lam- 
bardar who persists in ignoring the wishes of 
his co-proprietors renders himself liable on 
their application to be removed from office. 

I have already pointed out that the 
consent of the proprietary body is not re- 
quired by custom. The land is not required 
to be left by the proprietary body, but by the 
lambardar . In the case of a stranger, such 
as defendant No. 2 in this oase is, he has 
a right to assume that the person held out 
as the customary agent of the proprietary 
body has done what his customary duty 
required him to do. It will be intolerable 
if a bona fide tenant is called upon to 

prove that the lambardar has consulted the 
wishes of the proprietary body. It is not 
alleged that the tenant had notice or know- 
ledge of the fact that the lambardar did 
not consult the plaintiffs. Under the 
circumstances the plaintiffs’ suit for joint 
possession has been rightly dismissed. Two 
cases have been cited before me, which have 
no material bearing on the point for decision 
The first is the case of Darya Singh y. 
Mukund Singh (4). That case fully recognises 
the authority of the lambardar to manage 
an undivided village according to the ordinary 
custom What was held in that case was 
that the persons put in possession as tenants 
beoame ordinary tenants not liable to eject- 
ment, though some of the terms of the 
lease were held to be not binding upon 
the co-sharers. In the present case, the 
plaintiffs do not complain of any of the 
terms of the lease. They desire to eject the 
tenant on the sole ground that they had 
not consented to the lease. The other case 
cited is Gopal Ramkrishna y. Govind 
Pandurang Rangari (5), which lays down 
that anything which the landlord is required 
or authorised to do under the Tenancy Act 
must be done by the whole proprietary body 
or by an agent acting on their behalf. The 
judgment of Ismay, J. C„ recognises the 
lambardar as ordinarily the agent of the 
co-sharers for the management of the village, 
hold that the case has been rightly decided! 

and the appeal is, therefore, dismissed. There 
w.ll be no order for costs, as the case proceeded 
ez parte against the tenant, and the respondent 

(4) 2 0. P. L. R. 103. 

(5) 13 C. P.L. R. 113, 
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lambardar is not entitled to 
failed to consult the plaintiffs 

the lease. 
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before giving 
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of section 60. There is, therefore, no force 
iu this appeal, and we, therefore, dismiss it 

with costs. 

Appeal dismissed . 


Appeal dismissed. 
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ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
First Appeal from Order No. 11 of 1917. 

May 18, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Tudball and 
Mr. Justice Walsh. 

TWJ SINGH and others — Appellants 

rt rsus 


BANWARI LAL AND OTHERS — 

Respondents. 

Pmi'inci'il I«x>h-e»nj An (III of 1!)U7), *. lti (2) (u) 
—Civil Procedure Voile (Act V of 1608;. «. IK) (c)- 
ln solve nt j».wi "1 zeniindai'i, whether uijricullnri.il 

House, whether ran be sal d. . 

Whore the chief source of income of an insolvent at 

the time of his application is his zemindnn, he is not 
an a-fficiiltunat in I Ik- tnu- iii.-amns of I n- word, 
although 1.0 cltivatc-s sonic land, ami l.is Inmso is 
not, therefore, exempt from sale under section (>0 (r) 
of the Civil Procedure Code. 


First appeal from an order of the District 
Judge, Meerut. 

Mr. A. If. 0. Hamilton , for the Appellants. 

Mr. AT. 0. Vaish , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT.— The appellant applied to be 
adjudicated an insolvent. At the time of his 
application he owned and possessed con- 
siderable zemindar i and many houses in- 
cluding the one now in question in which 
he resides. He also cultivated some land. 
The rest of the property has all been sold 
by the Receiver. He objects to the sale 
of his residential house and the plea takon 
is that ho being an agriculturist, his house 
and property cannot be attached and sold 
in execution of a decree and, therefore, under 
the terms of the Insolvency Act, cannot be 
sold by the Receiver. The appellant’s own 
application shows that he placed this house 
at the disposal of the Court for sale if 
necessary to satisfy his creditors. At that 
time he was not an agriculturist in the 
true meaning of the word. His chief source 
of income was his zemindar i and his house 
property was not property exempt from sale 
in execution of a decree under clause (c) 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Aiteal from Appellate Decree No. 18 

of 1914. 

January 30, 1917. 

Present:— Ur. Jastioe D. Chatter jee and 

Mr. Justice Newbould. 

ZAMIR MUNSHI — Defendant — 

Appellant 

versus 

B1SSESWARI DEBYA CHOWDHURA1N 

and others— Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

Landlord and tenant -Sale of portion of non-t ran*, 
f arable occupancy holding — Surrender, subsequent — 
Landlord , right of, to eject purchaser— Bengal Tenancy 
Act (1 '111 B. C. of 1885), s. 80 —Incumbmncc, meaning 

of. 

Per Chat ter ice, J . — A tenant has no right to surren- 
der a portion of a non-transfemblo occupancy holding 
after he has transferred the same to a purchaser, 
and the landlord has no right to eject such purchaser 
on accepting such surrender, [p. 547, col. 1.] 

Per Senbould, J . — A sale of a portion of a non-tmiis- 
ferablo holding does not create an incumbrance on 
the tenancy within the meaning of section 86 (6) 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act. [p. 548, col. 1*3 

The position of a tenant of a holding not trans- 
ferable without the landlord’s consent is similar to 
(hat of an English tenant, who has made a covenant 
not to transfer, [p. 547, col. 2.] 

Where a tenant, after having transferred a portion 
of an occupancy holding not transferable by custom, 
surrenders that portion to tlio landlord, aud takes 
a new settlement of the remainder of the holding, 
his net operates in law as an implied relinquishment 
of the holding, so as to entitle the landlord to eject 
the purchaser of the portion, [p. 548, col. 2.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Officiating 
Subordinate Judge, third Court, Mymensingh, 
dated the 8th September 1913, reversing 
that of the Munsif, fourth Court, Notrakoua, 
dated the 16th August 1912. 

FACTS material to this report are as 
follows: — 

The plaintiff’s case was that the lauds in 
suit forming part of three occupancy hold- 
in gs were verbally surrendered by the 
respective tenants in favour of the plaintiff 
landlord in 1314 and the tenants took fresh 
leases in respect of the remaining portious. 
The plaintiff, when she went to take posses- 
sion of the surrendered lands in 1315, was 
resisted by the defendant. Hence this suit 
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for recovery of possession on declaration of 
plaintiff’s title. The defence was that the 
disputed lands were sold by the tenants to the 
defendant prior to their alleged surrender; that 
the story of surrender and fresh settlement 
with defendant’s vendor was false, and even 
if true, the transactions were spurious, 
fraudulent and collusive; that there was an 
agreement by the plaintiff landlord to settle 
with the defendant and the defendant paid 
nazarana but the kabuliyat was not actually 
executed on account of a fraudulent attempt 
on the part of the landlord to include lands 
of the defendant’s original holding in the 
kabuliyat which contained a stipulation for 
the payment of enhanced rent, thatthedefend- 
ant was not liable to ejectment as he was 
a transferee of a portion of an occupancy 
holding. The Munsif dismissed plaintiff’s 
prayer for khas possession but declared her 
zemindari title. On appeal, the lower Appel- 
late Court reversed the decision of the 
Munsif and decreed the suit fully. Hence 
this second appeal by the defendant. 

Babu Bimal Chunder Das Gupta , for the 
Appellant, -Upon the facts found by the lower 
Courts the decree passed by the lower 
Appellate Court in favour of the plaintiff- 
landlord on a reversal of the decision of 
the learned Munsif cannot stand. The 
landlord cannot recover khas possession as 
against the purchaser of a portion of an 
occupancy holding, and the defendant as 
transferee of portions of occupancy holdings 
is not liable to ejectment. A transferee of a 
portion of an occupancy holding not transfer- 
able by custom can by suit recover possession 
from the landlord who has forcibly dispos- 
sessed him. This view was taken in the 
Full Bench case of Dayamoyi v. Ananda 
Mohan Roy (1). The surrender as set up by 
the plaintiff was alleged to have been made 
by the defendant’s vendor subsequent to the 
sale of the lands, and any surrender made 
subsequent to the defendant’s purchase can- 
not in any way affect the rights or interest 
acquired by the defendant, for the following 
reasons; — 

The sale of a portion of a holding is an 
incumbrance within the meaning of sub- 
section (6) of section 86, Bengal Tenancy Act, 

(T) 27 Jnd. Cas. 61; IS C. W. N. 971 20 C. L. J. 
62; 42 C. 172. 


which runs thus: "When a holding is 
subject to an incumbrance secarel by a 
registered instrument, the surrender of the 
holding shall not be valid unless it is made 
with the consent of the landlord and the. 
incumbrancer.” The term incumbrance’ has 
been defined in section 161 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, but the definition of the term 
as given in section 161 is not at all exhaus- 
tive but is expressly limited to the pur- 
poses of Chapter XIV, and there is nothing 
to prevent a wider interpretation being 
put upon the word incumbrance” as 
used in section 86, sub-section (6), Chap- 
ter IX. In Ghundra Sakai v. Kalli Pro - 
sanno Ghuckerbutty (2), ‘exchange’ has been 
held to bean incumbrauce, and there is no 
difference in principle between a case of ex- 
change and a case of sale. This position is 
also supported by authorities. See Husani 
Bibi v. Sadir Maraud Sarkar (3), Asgar Ali 
v. Gouri Moharif 'Rqy (4). If this 
were not so, the result would be anomalous: 
the purchaser would be placed in a worse 
position than mortgagees or lessees. 

Sale is a total extinction of the title of 
the vendor; as soon as the sale is completed 
the vendor becomes completely divested of 
all the rights that he had in the property 
sold; hence upon general principles, after sale 
of a portion, the tenant is divested of all his 
rights in respect of the portion transferred 
and hence can confer no title upon the land- 
lord by surrender made subsequent to the 
sale. By surrender, a tenant cannot effect 
in favour of his landlord anything more 
than he can do in favour of a third person 
by assignment. 

There i3 not and there cannot be any 
charm about the word ‘landlord,” See Foa on 
Landlord and Tenant, third edition, page 
624. There is nothing in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act which takes the case out of the purview 
of the general principles of justice, equity 
and good conscience. See Ram Udar Singh v. 
William Gox (5J. The surrender alleged 
in this case cannot be a good surrender in 
law— it is merely illusory, and being 
obviously illusory it has not the effect of 

(2) 23 C. 231; 12 lad. D3c. (n. s.) 170. 

(3) 30 lad. Cas. 252. 

^1) 21 lad. Cas. 58; 18 C. W. N. 601; 18 C. L.J. 
257. 

(o) 27 Ind. Cas. 561; 19 C. \Y. X. 268. 


35 



546 


i«r>lAH OASES. 


[l$17 


ZAMIR MUNbHi V. BloSESWARl DEBYA. 

extinguishing the original tenancy, and 
the purchaser is protected from ejectment 
by the landlord. See Naha Kishore Saha v. 
Dhananjoy Saha (6). A surrender cannot be 
operative for purposes of section 86 where the 
condition mentioned in sub-section (5) cannot 
be fulfilled. 4 Another tenant” in that sub- 
section means a person other than the original 
tenant. See Asgar Ali v. Gouri Mohan 
Roy (4). If the alleged surrender is valid, 
the original tenancy subsists in its entirety. 
The acceptance of a fresh” lease is a volun- 
tary act of the landlord which amounts in 
law to a sub-division of the original holding 
and a consequent recognition of the transfer 
to the defendant. Ram Udar Singh v. 
William Cox (5). The Munsif has found 
that the surrender even if true was 
not voluntary, and this finding has 
not been displaced by the lower Appel- 
late Court. The lower Appellate Court erred 
in holding that if there was an agreement 
to settle with the defendant, he is at liberty 
to have his remedy in a suit for specific 
performance. The defendant being in pos- 
session is perfectly entitled to resist eviction 
on the basis of such agreement and is not 
required to resort to a suit for specific per- 
formance. 

Babu Ihvarka Rath Chakerbutty (with him 
Baba Ramani Mohan Chaltcrjec ), for the 
Respondent. — Unless the sale of a portion of 
a holding is an incumbrance the defendant 
has no case, but it has been clearly laid 
down that the sale of a portion is not an in- 
cumbrance. See Tamizuddin Khan v. Khoda 
Nawaz Khan (7). 

As against the landlord the transferee of 
a portion of a holding has no right, and the 
landlord has no duty or obligation towards 
the transferee — he is perfectly justified in 
resorting to any device or means be chooses 
in order to protect his rights. See Ramon i 
Mohan Roy v. Kalimuddi (b). Elsewhere the 
relationship of landlord and tenant is govern- 
ed entirely by contract but not so under the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. So general principles 
can be of no avail to the defendant. 

Babu Bimal Churuler Das Gupta, in reply — 
After the Full Bench case in Dayamoyi v . 
Ananda Mohan Roy (1) it is hardly correct 


(6) 33 Iml.Cas. bll; IX) C. W. N.610. 

(II ?•? I *, C , UB * 1 ,6; 14 C * W * N - 22< 4 HC.LJ. 
(8; 17 fuel. Uk. 082; 17 C. W. N. lid. 
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to say that the transferee of a portion 
has no rights — he has the right to be 
on the land even as against the 
landlord and the landlord has the corres- 
ponding duty of allowing him to do so. The 
decision in Ramoni Mohan Roy v. Kalimuddi 
(8) overlooks this aspect of the matter and 
is thus inconsistent with the Full Benoh case, 
and is no longer binding. The case was 
decided ex parte , and matters in favour of the 
tenant were not placed before the Court, 
Besides, this case does not tou?h the seoond 
branch of my argument. Then again the 
case of Tamizuddin Khan v. Khoda Nawaz 
Khan (7) has been doubted in Asgar Ali v. 
Gouri Mi han Roy (4). I adopt the considera- 
tions mooted out by the learned Judges in 
the latter case against the correctness of the 
decision in Tamizuddin Khan v. Khoda Nawaz 
Khan (7). Besides the case of 'Tamizuddin 
Khan v. Khoda Naicaz Khan (7) favours the 
second branch of my argument, as it lays 
down that sale of a portion effects a com- 
plete extinction of the vendor’s title so far 
as the portion transferred is concerned. 

JUDGMENT. 

D. Chattbrjbe, J. — In this case certain 
tenants sold portions of their oconpanoy 
holdings to the principal defendant and 
surrendered those portions only to the 
landlord and took from him leases at an 
enhanced rent in respect of the residue of 
their holdings. The landlord b 7 virtue of the 
surrender wants to eject the principal defend- 
ant. The first Court disallowed the prayer 
for khas possession and the lower Appellate 
Court has allowed it. The question before 
us is whether the decree for khas possession 
is right. The judgment of the lower 
Appellate Court finds support in the oases 
of Tamizuddin Khan v. Khoda Nawaz Khan 

(7) and Ramoni Mohayi Roy v. Kalimuddi 

(8) . It is contended, however, that these 
oases were wrongly decided and iii any oase 
are no longer binding authorities, as they 
are inconsistent with the later Full Benoh 
ruling in Dayamoyi v. Ayianda Mohan 
Noy (1) and have been questioned in the 
oase of Asgar Ali v. Gouri Mohan Roy 
(I). I think these contentions are 
right and that the judgment of the 
lower Appellate Court is wrong. It was 
held in Dayamoyi' s case (1) that the sale 
of a portion of au occupancy holding is 
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valid and the landlord has no right to khas 
possession of the land. Now what more 
has taken place in this case? The tenants 
sold portions of their occupancy holdings 
and had no right or interest left in the same. 
Then they made a show of a surrender of the 
self-same lands to the landlord. They had 
nothing to surrender and the landlord had no 
right to eject the purchaser. Then there is 
an amalgamation of these two nothings and 
at once the landlord is competent to eject 
the purchaser. It is true the landlord 
was not bound by the sale and could, under 
section 85 (7), Bengal Tenancy Act, accept 
a partial surrender; but this means a 
surrender of something which the tenant 
had to surrender. Apart from the meaning 
of the word ‘surrender’ in English Law, 
the word has a meaning as a word in 
the English language, to give up or resign 
or yield to the possession of another; but 
the tenant has no right to give up or 
resign or yield what he has already sold. 
In this view of the case surrender is a 
misnomer for the act of the tenant and 
section 86 (5), even if it could apply to 
part-surrender (for the clause speaks of 
surrender of his holding), would not entitle 
the landlord to take khas possession. 
Nor in this view of the case is it necessary 
to consider whether the word incumbrance 
in section 86 (6) includes the sale of a 
portion of a holding. 

Having regard to the fact that I differ 
from the decision of the Court in the cases 
of Tamizuddin Khan v. Khoda Nawaz Khan 

(7) and Ramoni Mohan Roy v. Kalimuddi 

(8) , the better course would perhaps have 
been to refer the matter to the Full 
Bench, but as I cannot do so alone and 
as the second branch of the argument, 
namely, the effect of Rayamoyi's case (I) 
may be sufficient to dispose of the case I 
would allow the appeal* 

As we differ on a point of law, the case 
must go to the Chief Justice for reference 
to a third Judge. The point of law in 
respect of wbidh we differ is — whether a 
raiyat , having sold a part of his occupancy 
holding, can surrender the self-same part 
to his landlord so as to entitle the latter 
to take khas possession of the said part 
by ejecting the purchaser? 

Newbould, J. — The facts a3 found in 


this appeal are as follows: — The tenants of 
these holdings with occupancy rights under 
the plaintiff sold the plots of land in suit, 
which form portions of the lands of these 
holdings, to the principal defendant who 
is the appellant in this appeal. Sub- 
sequently these tenants orally relinquished 
the lands in suit in favour of the plaintiff 
and took fresh settlements at enhanced 
rates by executing kabuliyats in respect of 
the remaining lands of their holdings. The 
appellant alleged that he had obtained a 
settlement of the disputed land from the 
plaintiff but this was found against him 
by the lower Appellate Court, who granted 
the plaintiff a decree for khas possession. 

On behalf of the appellant it is con- 
tended that the tenants after their sale 
to the appellant-defendant were divested 
of all their interests in the land in suit 
and had nothing left to surrender to their 
landlord and consequently there was no 
valid surrender. It is also contended that 
the appellant-defendant, as a transferee of a 
portion of an occupancy holding, is not 
liable to ejectment and farther that he is pro- 
tected by the provisions of section 86 (6) of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, which provides that, 
when a holding is subject to an incumbrance 
secured by a registered instrument, the 
surrender of the bolding shall not be valid 
unless it is made with the consent of th6 
landlord and the inooimbrancer. 

In support of the 6rst contention a 
passage from Foa’s Landlord and Tenant 
(5th edition, page 624) was read to us. But 
the general principles of English Law that are 
relied on have no application to the present 
case. No English case could be cited to 
support the contention that the landlord 
would be bound by a transfer made by a 
tenant who had covenanted not to transfer 
The position of a tenant of a holding not 
transferable without the landlord’s consent 
is similar to that of an English tenant who 
has made such a covenant. 

In my opinion the facts of the present 
case cannot be distinguished from the facts 
of the cases of Tamizuddin Khan v. Khoda 
Nawaz Khan (7) and Ramoni Mohan Roy v 
Kalimuddi (8). In both these cases it 
was held that the sale of a portion of a 
non-transferable holding did not create an 
incumbrance” on the tenancy within the 
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meaning of section 86 (6) of the Bengal 

Tenancy Act. In the former of these cases 
the tenant sold a portion of his holding 
without the landlord’s consent and then 
surrendered that portion. The landlord then 
settled this surrendered portion wich the 
plaintiff and it was held that the plaintiff 
could eject the transferee. In the latter case 
the facts still more closely resemble the facts 
of the present case. The tenant after selling 
a portion of his holding surrendered that 
portion and executed a kabuliy.it in respect 
of the remaining portion of the holding. It 
was held that upon such surrender the land- 
lord was entitled to eject the transferee as 
a trespasser. 

The learned Vakil for the appellant did 
not deny that these cases ' were in point 
but contended, firstly, that the decisions were 
erroneous and secondly , that they were 
opposed to the later decision of the Full 
Bench of this Court ir. Daynmnyi's case (1 ). 
In support of the first of these contentions 
he relies on the decision of a Bench of this 
Court in Asgar All v. Gouri Mohan Roy 
(4). There the accuraoy of the decision in 
Tamizuddin Khan v. Khoda Nawaz Khan (7) 
was doubted and Mookerjee, J., in his judg- 
ment pointed out that at least four>poinis 
required consideration before that case could 

M 'i'l ** » 

be held to furnish a correct exposition of 
the law. I will, therefore, consider these 
points seriatim. The first point is that “the 
learned Judges adopted for the purposes of 
the interpretation of section 86, which finds 
a place in Chapter IX of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, the definition of the term incumbrance 
given for the purpose of Chapter XIV 
alone.*’ This statement appears to be in- 
correct. The learned Judges remarked that 
the Subordinate Judge had accepted the 
definition of incumbrance in section 161 of 
the Rent Law. But though they quoted this 
definition and stated that the word was 
nowhere else defined in Indian Acts, they 
appear to have accepted the meaning att idl- 
ed to this word in the English Conveyancing 

Act of 1S81 [14 & If) Viet. c. 41, section 
2 (vii)j. 

The second point noticed is that “the 
decision of this Court in the case of Chandra 
Sakai v. Kalli Prosanno Chackerbutty (2) 
shows that an exchange is an incumbrance 
within the meaning of section 161 of the 


t m* 

Bengal Tenancy Act,* and in relation to the 
question raised before us, there does not 
appear to be any real distinction between 
an exchange and a sale.** The answer to 
this objection is that in the case cited the 
meaning of incumbrance as defined in seotion 
161, Bengal Tenancy Act, was being con- 
sidered and as pointed out above the de- 
finition in that section is not applicable to 
the word a^ used in seotion 86 (6). 

The third point is that “the effect of the 
decision is to plaoe the purchaser in a worse 
position than a mortgagee or lessee under 
sub-section (6) of seotion 86.** The result 
may seem anomalous, but that does not 
make the decision bad law. It is similar 
to the effect of the Full Bench decision in 
Dnyamoyi's case (1), which puts the pur- 
chaser of the whole of a non -transferable 
holding in a worse position than the pur- 
chaser of a part. The last point is that, 
“it may be a question whether there can 
be a surrender effective for the purposes 
of seotion 86 when the conditions mentioned 
in sub-section (5) oannot be fulfilled.’* 
Sub-section (5) of section So is as follows: — 

When a raiyat has surrendered his holding, 
the landlord may enter on the holding and 
either let it to another tenaut or take it 
into cultivation himself.”' I cannot see that 
this clause is any bar to the landlord making 
a fresh settlement with the original tenant 
after his surrender. Even if the agreement 
to make a re-settlement was entered into 
before the surrender, this, in the absence 
of collusion, would not make the surrender 
invalid. There is nothing in the law to 
prevent a surrender being made subject to 
conditions. In the case of Asgar Alt v Gouri 
Mohan Roy (4) the question of the correctness 
of the decision in I'amistuldin Khan v. Khoda 
Nawaz Khan (7) was expressly reserved. After 
considering the objections throwing doubt 
on its correctness, I see no sufficient 
reason for refusing to follow it, on the 
point that a sale of a portion of a holdiug 
is not an incumbrance within the meaniug 
of sootion 86 (6), Bengal Tenancy Act. If 
it is not an incumbrance, clause (7) of that 
seotion clearly provides for the valid surrender 
of a part of the holding. 

The learned Vakil for the appellant relied 
on the unreported case of Hasuni Eibi v. 
Sadir Mamud Sarkar (3), which was follow. 
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ed in Bam Tjdar Singh v. William Cox (5). 
Both these oases are distinguishable on the 
ground that the transfers made by the raiyat 
were by way of mortgage and were, there- 
fore, obviously incumbrances within the mean- 
ing of section 85 (6). The recent case of 
Naha Kishore Saha v. Dhananjoy Saha (6) is 
not in point, as there the pretended surrender 
of the whole holding was held to be a collusive 
surrender and not areal surrender. Here there 
is no finding that the surrender was collusive 
and I see no reason for thinking that the 
landlord had any fraudulent intention in 
acting as he did. * 

Finally, the effect of the decision of the 
Full Bench in Dayamoyi's case (1) has to 
be considered. It was there decided that 
where the transfer is of a part only of the 
holding the landlord, though he has not con- 
sented, is not ordinarily entitled to recover 
possession of the holding, unless there has 
been (a) an abandonment within the mean- 
ing of section 87 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, or (b)' a relinquishment of the holding, 
or (e) a repudiation of the tenancy. This 
does not help the appellant, as in the pre- 
sent case there has been a relinquishment 
of the holding. It may be conceded that 
relinquishment of the holding means a re- 
linquishment of the whole holding but 
the whole holding has been surrendered. 
The part sold' to the defendant appel- 
lant was expressly surrendered and the 
taking of a new settlement of the remainder 
of the holding operated in law as an im- 
plied surrender of the remaining portion. 
Clause (3) (a) of section 85 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act shows that there can be im- 
plied surrender under that Act as well as 
under section 111 of the Transfer of Pro- 
perty Acts which is not applicable to leases, 
for agricultural purposes. It is contended 
that it was not the plaintiff’s case as set 
forth in the plaint that there was a sur- 
render of the whole holding. The facts 
that the tenants made estifa of some of 
the land of their holdings and executed 
separate registered kabuliyats in favour of the 
plaintiff in respect of the remaining lands 
are set out in the plaints It was open 
to the plaintiff at the trial to agree that 
these facts amountel to a surrender in law of 
the whole holding. 

I consider, therefore, the lower Appellate 


Court was right in granting the plaintiff’s 
decree of khas possession and would dismiss 
this appeal with costs. 


As their Lordships differed the case was 
referred to a third Judge, Chitty, J., who, 
however, did not decide the case as he thought 
that the judgment of the two Judges pro- 
ceeded upon different views of the facts. 
The case was then sent back to the learned 
Ju iges, who dismissed the appeal with costs 
under sub-section 2 of section 98 of the Civil 
Procedure Code. We understand an appeal 
under seotior. 15 of the Le ters Patent has 
been preferred by the appellant and is 
pending. 

Appeal dismissed. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Appeal Against Order No. 179 op 1916. 
x January 18, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Oldfield and 
Mr. Justice Bakewell, 

The CHALAPURAM BANK, Ltd., through 

ITS MANAGING PROPRIETOR 

K. C. SREEVEERA RAYAN RAJA 
AVERGAL —Defendant — 

Appellant 

versus 

The ZAMORIN RAJA AVERGAL, 

represented by the 

REGULATION COLLECTOR and AGENT 
to the COURT of WARDS — Plaintiff 

— Respondent. 

Principal and agent — Manager of Bank, powqrs oj 
— Bank , whether can he sued %y its Manager ’ — Plaint, 
amendment of, by claim for relief against Manager per - 
sonally in alternative— Liability of Manager —Execution - 
— Agreement to satisfy decree — Assignment, procuring of, 
in breach and execution —Suit by judgment-debtor for 
recovery of amount paid in execution , nature of — Civil 
P>ocedure Code ( Act V of 1908), s. 47, whether bar. 

A Bank is a limited company and it can be aued 
only in its own corporate personality. It cannot sue • 
or be sued in the name of its Manager and a suit 
against a ‘Bank by its Manager’ means at best only 
that it is proposed to serve the Manager. [pV&fcl , 
col. 2.] 

In such a suit, the Manager cannot be treated as a . 
party already on the record who can be made 
personally liable, [p. 551, col. 2.] 1 

An application to amend the plaint by insertion 
of a prayer for relief against the Manager in the 
alternative should he refused, though he can be .. 
as a party independently, [p. 551, col. 2.1 
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The trial of the suit must lx? restricted to an 
enquiry into the question of the Bank’s liability and 
the Manager’s conduct can affect it only in so far 
as he may be found to have acted within the scope 
of his authority, [p. 552, col. 1.] 

A suit for return of money paid by a judgment- 
debtor to a person, who, in violation of a contract to 
enter satisfaction of the decree, procured the assign- 
ment of it to himself and realized money in execu- 
tion, is one for breach of "contract and is not barred 
by the provisions of section 47, Civil Procedure 
Code. [p. 551, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the order of the District 
Court, South Malabar, in Appeal Suit No. 324 
of 1915, preferred against the decree of the 
Court of the Temporary Subordinate Judge, 
Palghat, at Calicut, in Original Suit No. 17 
of 1914. 

FACTS. — Plaintiff, the Zamorin of Cali- 
out, brought a suit against the defendant 
Bank to recover money realised in execution 
of a decree passed against his predecessor. 
The Manager of the Bank had agreed to pay 
off the decree-holder but instead of entering 
up satisfaction, he got the decree assigned 
to himself and executed the same. The 
Subordinate Judge held that the suit was 
barred by section 47 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure. The District Judge, on appeal, 
held that the snit, being one for damages, 
was maintainable and directed the Manager 
to be made a party. The Manager appealed 
to the High Court. 

Messrs. C, V. Anantakrishna Aiyir and 
K. P. ltamakrishna Aiyar , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Mr. A. SuntJaram , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Oldfield, J. — The main question argued 
is whether this suit is sustainable or is 
barred by section 47 of the Civil Procedure 
Code; and I, therefore, follow the lower 
Courts in dealing with it with reference only 
to the plaint and a few documents necessary 
to its understanding, assuming the truth of 
the allegations made. 

In 1912, the late Zamorin of Calicut 
arranged with his Bank, the defendant-ap- 
pellant, that it should satisfy a deoree, in 
connection with which his property had been 
attached. The iBank, however, did not satisfy 
the decree, but obtained an assignment of 
it and afterwards recouped itself for the 
amount spent in doing so by deducting 
it from the Zamorin’s next instalment of 
mahkana or revenue, which was received 


to its credit in Maroh-April 1912. The 

pending execution petition was, therefore, dis- 
posed of on 1st April, and the Bank on 28th 
June obtained recognition of its assignment 
in the order in Exhibit U. The present 
Zamorin, the plaintiff-appellant, succeeded 
on 30th December. The Bank had already 
applied for execution of the assigned decree 
and obtained it in spite of plaintiff’s opposi- 
tion and an unsuccessful attempt by him 
to obtain a review of the order of 28th June 
1912. He, therefore, was constrained to pay 
the Bank the deoree amount, though it had 
already once paid itself the amount from the 
balance in its hands. The plaint also refers to 
facts in explanation of plaintiff’s predecessor’s 
failure to oppose the assignment application, 
and the Bank's application for execution, and 
they will be the subject of enquiry at the trial. 
But the material allegations are those stated. 
On them plaintiff olaims repayment of the 
amount of his last payment to the Bank 
and of the legal expenditure incurred in re- 
sisting its apparently unjust demand. 

The Bank’s first contention, which the 
Court of First Instance adopted, is that this 
suit is simply to recover money paid in exe- 
cution and is, therefore, unsustainable. It is 
supported on the grounds that the original 
decree-holder and the Manager of the Bank, 
with whom the arrangement was made, are 
not parties and that no contract by the Bank 
to satisfy the deoree is alleged. But even 
if the parties referred to were neoessary, 
and I cannot see how they were (since deceit 
is not imputed to the deoree- holder at all 
or to the Manager personally except in the 
alternative), their absence would not change 
the character of the suit; for they could, if 
necessary, have been impleaded. And in 
fact in paragraphs 5 and 6 of the plaint, an 
agreement by the Bank to satisfy the decree, 
in pursuance of which it recouped itself from 
the Zamorin’s balance,, is set up olearly. 
The suit, I agree with the lower Appellate 
Court, is framed as one for damages for the 
Bank’s breach of its agreement with him. 

The main objection to it is then that it 
involves adjudication on a question, which 
could have been raised in the assignment 
proceedings under section 47 of the Civil 
Procedure Code, and, therefore, cannot be 
raised now, whether the deoree had been 
satisfied at their date. To this objection two 
answers are available, firstly^ the decree 
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had not been satisfied and no plea of satis 


faction was available to the Zamoriu, since 
his arrangement for satisfying it had failed 
and he could not be expected to adopt 
the transfer to the Bank as made benami 
for his benefit, when it was not taken 
with his authority, cases such as Annabattula 
Venkataratnam v. Annabattula Nayudu (1) 
being distinguished on that ground. Secondly , 
if it could be held that a satisfaction, 
which the Zamorin was bound to adopt, 
had taken place, there was still, owing 
to the decree-holder’s and the Bank’s failure 
in their duty under Order XXI, rule 2, 
to have that satisfaction recorded, no 
satisfaction which could be proved; and 
authority is clear that a suit will lie in 
those circumstanoes. Iswar Chandra Vutt 
v. Haris Chandra Vutt (2), Krishnasamx 
Ayyangar v. Ranga Ayyangar (3), Raghava 
Iyengar v. Ath'inambalam (4). No doubt 
in these cases, the proceedings, in which 
the plea of satisfaction should, it was con- 
tended, have been adjudicated on, were 
direotly for execution, not for recognition 
of an assignment and for execution under 
Order XXI, rule 16. But the principle 
involved is not affected by that or by 
the fact that the petition, on which 
recognition of the assignment was granted, 
irregularly contained no prayer for execution 
by the assignee. In these circumstances, 
the conclusion of the lower Appellate 
Court, that the suit as framed is sustain- 
able against the Bank, must be sustained. 

The remaining question argued arose 
because the Bank’s defence, as disclosed in 
its written statement, was to some extent 
that responsibility for what had occurred 
lay with the Manager already referred to, 
who bad acted outside the scope of his 
authority and as the agent of the Zamorin, 
his uncle. Plaintiff, who had brought his suit 
against “the Bank by its Manager,” then 
applied, not for the addition of the latter 
personally as a party, but only for the amend- 


(1) 28 Ind. Cas. 906. 

(2) 25 C. 718; 2 C. W. N. 247; 13 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 
470. 

(3) £0 M. 369; 7 M. L. J. 71; 7 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 

2g2. 

(4) 23 Inch Cas. 40* ; (1914) Af. W. N- 174* 


ment of the plaint by insertion of a prayer 
for relief against him in the alternative. 
The Subordinate Judge refused this on the 
ground that the application was unduly 
delayed, and I should agree that it was 
so. But the lower Appellate Court allowed 
it, because paragraph 19 of the plaint 
already asked for relief against the Manager 
personally, and no real change was involved. 
The question is whether this part of its 
judgment is right. Now the Bank alone is 
before us, and I have felt some doubt as 
to whether it can be permitted to take 
objection to a decision, which cannot affect 
the merits of its defence and which the 
Manager will be able to attack, when and 
if it operates to his personal prejudice. 
But the prevailing consideration, in con- 
sequence of which I proceed, is that this 
deoision is based on a fallacy, which will 
probably cause confusion during the trial 
and involves misconception aa to the Bank’s 
position. The Bank is a limited company; 
and it has not been suggested that it can 
sue or be sued in the name of its Manager 
under any special enactment. It then can 
be sued only in its own corporate person- 
ality; and the statement in the plaint that 
it is sued by its Manager is, if i$ amounts 
to more than that it is proposed to serve 
him, meaningless. Campbell v. Jackson (5). 
It was, therefore, not open to the lower 
Appellate Court to treat the Manager as 
a party already on the record, who could 
be made personally liable, as though the 
case were similar to that of a minor sued 
by his guardian. The amendment asked 
for, insertion of a prayer for relief against 
a person, who was not a party, could in 
the circumstances have had no legal result 
and should have been refused on that 
ground. It is of course still open to 
plaintiff to apply for it again, applying 
also to have the Manager impleaded 
personally. As to the prospects of such an 
application at this stage, it is unnecessary 
to express an opinion. 

The result is that the appeal fails and 
is dismissed, except as to the direction 
in the Lower Appellate Court’s decree 
relating to amendment. The appeal is allowed 
in respect of this direction, which must 

(5) 32 C. 41; 6 Ind. Dec. (x, s.) 28, 
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be expunged from the decree. In the 
circumstances and in view of the extent 
to which the appeal succeeds, respondent 
will pay appellant’s costs in this Court, 
costs in the lower Courts will be costs 
in the cause. 

In passing this decision and with refer- 
ence to the lower Court’s mistaken view 
of the Manager’s position, I observe that 
the trial to be held will be concerned 
only with the Bank’s liability and that the 
conduct of the Manager can affect it, 

only in so far as he may be found to 

have acted within the scope of his authority. 
This observation is necessary owing to 
the attempt made in the plaint to use 

language reconcilable with the claim to 

relief being against him and the Bank in 
the alternative. As this claim is unsustain- 
able, so long as he is not a party, it 
may be advisable for the Subordinate 
Judge to insist on that language being 
made unambiguous by insertion of an 
amendment distinctly alleging that only 
such conduct of the Manager, as was 
within the scope of his authority, is in 
question. 

Bake well, J. — I agree. 

Appeal partly allowed, Case sent back , 

v. r. p. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Second C.vil Appeals Nos. 36, 264 ok 1916. 

March 21, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Roe and 
Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 

KASI PATY MUKHERJEE — Plaintiff 

Appellant 


versus 

The CHAIRMAN of the PURI MUNICH- 
PALI! Y — Defendant — Respondent. 

Bengal Municipal Act t III B.C. oj 1884), #. 224— “CV* 
pool'\ what U- Cisterns jor collection of rice water ate 
rainwater , whether “cesspools”— “Drain," meaning of. 

The common meaning of the word “cesspool’* is \ 
pit into which u drain discharges its contents. 
word “drain’ means not merely a water channel bu 
a channel used for the How of offensive mottei 
Before a channel can be called a drain within th 
terms of the Municipal Act, it must, he shown tlm 
offensive matter is carried by it and before a pit a 
the end of such a channel can be culled a “cesspool 
it, must be shown that offensive matter is discharge, 
into it. [p, 552, ool. 2.1 ° 


Where a gentleman constructed two masonry re. 
servoirs, feet by 2 , feet, near his house (without the 
permission of the Municipality within which it was 
situate), one to collect surplus rainwater from the 
roof of his house and the other to receive rice water 
from his kitchen, and no offensive matter was 
allowed or was intended to be cairied into these two 
reservoirs: 

Held, that the cisterns were not cesspools and os 
such were not liable to be removed or closed under 
section 224, Bengal Municipal Act, and that unless it 
was definitely proved that they were used for 
collection of obnoxious matter no action under the 
section could be taken, [p. 553, col. 1.] 

Rice water is in itself not an offensive thing, 
although if allowed to stagnate it becomes offensive 
in time. [p. 553, col. 1.] 

Second appeal against a decision of the 
District Judge, Cuttack, reversing that of a 
Munsif of Puri. 

Messrs. Sat at Chandra Chakravarty t 
S. M. Bose and Friynnatli Chatterjee , for the 
Appellant. 

Mr. Biswanath Sinha , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — The plaintiff in th is case 
is a well-to do gentleman who built a house 
seme three years ago in the town of Puri. 
Without the pei mission of the Municipality he 
constructed two masonry reservoirs, 2i feet 
by 2j feet, near his house, one to oolleot surplus 
rain water from the roof of his house and 
the other to receive rice water frem his 
kitchen. The Puri Municipality have issued 
a notice upon him to close these reservoirs as 
cesspools, and against this notice he files the 
present suit for a permanent injunction res- 
training the Municipality from carrying into 
effect the notice issued upon him. 

Ths sole question for decision in the appeal 
is whether these reservoirs are cesspools or 
not. If they are cesspools the Municipality 
has jurisdiction to cider them to be closed 
under section 224 of Act III of 1884 and no 
suit would lie to contest the decision of the 
Municipality that they shculd he closed. 

The Courts below have entered into a dis- 
cussicu as to wl at the word cesspool means. 
The common meanirg of the word, as 1 under- 
stand it, is a pit into which a drain discharges 
its contents. The word drain means net 
n e, e ly a water cl annel hut a charnel used 
for tie flow of effensive natter. Til, le a 
cl nnrel can be called a drain within \] e 
terns cf the Municipal Act, it must be shewn 
tint effensive matter is carried by it and 
lefore a pit at the end of such a channel can 
le call* da cesspool it must be shown that 
offensive matter is discharged into it, 
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The plaintiff has given definite evidence that 
no offensive matter is allowed to be carried 
into these two reservoirs, and before it can be 
said that the reservoirs are cesspools there 
must be definite evidence by the Municipality 
that offensive matter has been carried into 
the reservoirs. There is no such evidence 
on the record. Two Municipal servants were 
called to- give evidence. Both say that there 
was no offensive matter in the reservoirs at 
the time of their inspection. One of them 
no doubt says that they gave out a bad smell, 
but we fail to understand how the reservoirs 
themselves could give out a bad smell if 
there was nothing offensive in them. The 
learned. District Judge gives as his reason 
for .holding that these reservoirs are cess- 
pools that they were designed to collect the 
drainings of the kitchen and anybody who 
has had any experience at all of the drain- 
ings of a kitchen knows perfectly that such 
refuse is a nuisance and menace to public 
health, unless it is removed without delay or 
disinfectants used. This is obviously true 
of a kitchen in which fish or fowl is cooked. 
The cleaning of fish and the cleansing of fowl 
are matters extraordinarily offensive, and it 
is impossible to keep such a kitchen so clean 
as to prevent offensive matter being carried 
out with the washings of the kitchen. But 
we are not aware that in the household of 
a Hindu of good caste the kitchen necessarily 
contains offensive matter. Indeed seeing 
that the usual practice of the family is to 
eat its meals on the floor cf the kitchen it 
seems to be reasonable to suppose that a 
well-to-do house-holder would be peculiarly 
careful to see that the kitchen floor is not 
full. The plaintiff has given definite evi- 
dence that nothing but rice water is allowed 
to run into this reservoir. Rice water is in 
itself not an offensive thing; no doubt if 
allowed to stagnate it becomes offensive in 
time. We are not prepared to say that a 
cistern for the collection of rice water from 
a kitchen is a cesspool, and indeed the 
Municipality themselves concede that a 
similar cistern of somewhat larger dimen- 
sions near the Jagannath Temple is not a 
cesspool. 

We are, therefore, of opinion that the 
presort .‘nit should be decreed in part, and 
th^t tl e decree should take this form: — 

That ir as much as it has not yet been 


proved that the reservoirs in question were 
intended to be or have been used as recep- 
tacles for obnoxious matter, it cannot be said 
that they are cesspools within the meaning 
of the Act. That until definite evidence has 
been taken by the Municipality that they 
are in fact used for the collection of obnoxious 
matter no action under section 224 can be 
taken. That the decree made will not pre- 
vent the Municipality from taking such action 
if in future on inspection by a person having 
authority it be found that obnoxious matter 
has been allowed to collect in these reservoirs. 
That the suit for a permanent injunction res- 
training the Municipality from interfering 
with these reservoirs must be dismissed. 
That the suit for the setting aside of the 
notice issued by the Municipality upon the 
plaintiff must be decreed. The Municipality 
is restrained from taking any further action 
upon the notice issued in this particular case. 

We direct that each side pay its own oosts 
throughout this litigation. 

Appeal partly allowed . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Letters Patent Appeal No. 99 op 1916. 

February 21, 1917. 

Present: — Justice Sir John Woodroffe, Kt., 
and Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Kt. 
Kumar PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT, 

LATE A MINOR, BY HIS GUARDIAN 

SATIS CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY 

— Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

MOHANANDA DAS — Defendant 

Respondent. 

Bengal Tenancy Act (VIII B. C. c/1885), *.50— Pr*. 
su mption — Slight variation of rent— Appeal— Admix, 
sibility of document admitted without objection , whether 
caji be questioned — Pleadings. ’ 

A slight variation in the rents paid in the preceding 
years, unless explained as having been due to an 
increase of area or any other cause than that of 
enhancement of rent, is sufficient to rebut the pre 
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sumption arising under section 50 of the Bengal 

'ss, 1 '* ”, " 

irrelevant and which has been admitted without 
objection, cannot he objected to m appeal on the 
ground that it is not admissible for the purposes for 
which it has been used [p. - r o6, col. l.J 

Appeal under section 15 of the Letters 
Patent, against the judgment of Mr Justice 
Newbould, dated the 5th April 1916 m 
Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 2702 of 

1914. 

FACTS material to this report are briefly 


as follows: A . .. 

The plaintiff landlord brought this suit 

under section 106 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Aot for the correction of an entry in the 
Record of Rights, viz, that the rent of the 
jama in question is not liable to variation. 
It was proved on behalf of the landlord 
that the rent previously payable for the 
jama was Rs. 25-12 haras 12 krants but it 
was afterwards raised to Rs. 25^3-0. The 
Settlement Officer deoreed the plaintiff’s suit 
and relying on the jama wasilbaki papers 
found as a matter of fact that the rent did 
vary and that variation was due to enhance- 
ment of rent. On appeal, the decision of 
the Settlement Officer was affirmed. On 
second appeal to the High Court Mr. Justice 
Newbould reversed the decision of the lower 
Courts on the ground that the variation was 
very slight and such nominal variation was 
not sufficient to prove any enhancement of 

the rent of the jama. 

Babu Dwarka Nath Chakrabnrty (with him 
Babus Upendra Nath Roy and Sisir Kumar 
Ohose ), for the Appellant. - I submit that 
Mr. Justice Newbould was wrong in in- 
terfering with the deoision of the lower 
Courts, on the ground that the variation of 
rent was very slight and that such variation 
is not sufficient under the rulings of this 
Hon’ble Court to prove alteration of rent. 
It is not a case in which the lower Courts 
found a slight variation in the payment of 
rent and the High Court on appeal held 
that the variation being very slight might 
be neglected. It is a case in which the 
lower Courts found as a fact that the rent 
or jama did vary, and the High Court inter- 
fered with this finding of fact which it is 
not entitled to do in second appeal. H »\v- 
ever slight the variation of rent paid might 
he, the finding of fact that there was varia- 
tion of the rent or jama arrived at by the 


final Court of fact should not have been 

reversed by the High Court. 

Babu Ram Chandra Majumdar (with him 
Babus Ramesh Chandra Mazumdar and Na- 
gendra Nath Chose), for the Respondent.— The 
defendant has proved rent receipts showing 
uniform payment of rent for more than twenty 
years. 

Moreover, the jama wasilbaki papers by 
which the plaintiff wants to prove variation 
of rent are by themselves not sufficient to 
saddle the defendant with any liability. 
These papers can only be taken iuto oqij- 
sideration as corroborative evidence. Both 
the lower Courts treated this corroborative 
evidence as independent evidence. But 

they have erred in so doing. See section, 34, 
Evidence Aot. 

Then even if these jama wasil baki papers 
raise a presumption under seotion 90, Evi- 
dence Aot, other things are necessary to be 
proved to make the papers admissible in 
evidence under seotion 32 (2', Evidence Act, 

If these papers are sought to be made use of 
against the tenant under section 32 (2) then 
it must be clearly shown that they we^e 
made in the ordinary oourse of business by 
the person by whom they are alleged to have 
been made. 

The next point is that the alleged varia- 
tion being very slight, the presumption 
arising under seotion 50 (2) of the Bengal 
Tenancy Aot should not be taken away. See 
Grant v. Har Sahay Singh (1). The 
entry in the Record of Rights is in favour 
of the tenant. The landlord must prove 
that there was variation and must explain 
the variation. Unless the inore&se is ex- 
plained, the law will surely ignore such 
a nominal and very insignificant variation. 
The landlord should prove that the varia- 
tion has been on account of .something other 
than the alteration of area. The onus lay 
heavily upon him, and he has failed to dis- 
charge that onus. 

JUDGMENT. — Mr. Justioe Newbould has 
held that the variation which has been 
prove! is so small that it does not rebut 
the presumpti >n arising under section 50 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act. The oases referred 
to deal with those in which there has been 
an unexplained variation. In the present 


(I) 20 Ind. Cas. 5J ; 18 C. h. J. 76. 
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case ifc bas been proved that there has been 
variation of rent; and there is no suggestion 
or evidence in the case to show that such 
variation was due to increase of area or any 
other cause than that of enhancement of rent. 
This ground, therefore, fails. 

The other ground taken is that the learned 
District Judge was wrong in relying upon 
the evidence afforded by the jama wasil- 
bahi papers. It is not and cannot be dis- 
puted that those papers are relevant evi- 
dence in the case. What has been contend- 
ed is that the evidence which has been 
given in support of these documents is not 
sufficient to make them admissible for the 
purposes for which they have been used. 
The simple answer to this argument is that 
these documents were admitted without 
objection in the First Court, and, therefore, 
such an objection will not now lie. 

We think that sufficient cause has been 
shown for this increase, and that the judg- 
ment^ and decree of Mr. Justice Newbould 
must be reversed and the decree of the 
District Judge restored with costs of the 
hearing in this Court and also of the hear- 
ing before Mr. Justice Newbould. 

Appeal allowed . 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 30 op 1915. 

January 2, 1917. 

Present:- — Pandit Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C., and 

Mr. Kendall, A. J. C. 

Babu BADRI NARAIN SINGH — 

Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

Thakuroin HARNAM KUAR and 

others — Defendants - Respondents. 

Oudh Estates Act (1 of 1869J, ss. 3, 8, 22, 23 — Crown 
Grants Act (XV of 1895J, ss. 2, 3 — Primogeniture 
sanad, effect of grant of, in cases of estates entered in 
lists I V and VI— Sanad, supersession of, under Oudh 
Estates Act — Ordinary law , whether includes sanad 
under s. 23 — Revival under Crown Grants Act of sanad 
a I rca d g superseded —C ustom—Pri m ogen itu re — Proof 
— Exclusion of females — Single heir succession. 

One A. was the owner of Talulca Kundrajit before 
the annexat ion of the Province of Oudh. He had 
four sons, whose heirs subsequently under the British 
Rule divided the entire talulca among themselves 
giving four distinct names to the four portions so 


divided. One of the portions was the portion in 
dispute and was called Talulca Tajpur. Tt was allotted 
to C., the eldest male ir. the line of the second son of 
A. The sanad granted by the British Government 
was a primogeniture sanad, with respect to the whole 
Talulca Kundrajit issued jointly in the names of the 
four descendants of A., but their names were entered 
in lists I and IV prepared under the provisions of the 
Oudh Estates Act. C. died in 1899 and on his death 
the talulca came into the possession of his only son 
K. On the death of K. his widow H., the defendant 
succeeded to the possession of the estate. The plaint-’ 
iff alleged the taluka to be impartible and as the 
only son of one of the brothers of C., claimed the 
estate from the widow on the ground that he was 
the nearest male heir according to the rule of lineal 
primogeniture laid down in the sanad which governed 
the succession to the estate, as being part of the 
personal law under section 23 of the Oudh Estates 
Act and also according to an ancient custom of 
lineal primogeniture prevailing in the family to the 
same effect. He also impleaded in the suit the 
descendants of B. a brother of C who according to 
the plaintiff were interested in denying his title to 
the property in dispute. The defendants denied 
that the estate was an impartible talulca, also denied 
the alleged family custom and contended that the 
estate having been entered in list IV, the succession 
to it was governed by section 23 of the Oudh Estates 
Act which prescribed the ordinary personal law as the 
rule of succession applicable to the case, and that the 
rule of succession laid down in the sanad was not 
applicable nor was the sanad, as contended for by the 
plaintiff, part of the personal law under section 23 of 
the Act. The descendants of B. also alleged that on 
the death of the widow the nearest reversioners of 
K., the husband of the widow, at that time would be 
entitled to the estate. The questions for deter- 
mination in the case were whether the sanad still 
governed the succession to the escate both as part of 
the personal law and also in view of the Crown 
Grants Act XV of 1895, or whether it w as superseded 
by Act I of 1869 and whether the family custom 
relied upon by the plaintiff had been established. It 
was agreed that if the rule of succession by male 
lineal primogeniture was established as applicable 
to the estate, the defendant being a female W’ould 
necessarily be excluded from succession: 

Held, per Kendall , A. J. C., (1) that under section 
23 of Act I of 1869, succession to the estate was 
governed by the ordinary law and not by the sanad 
the sanad being part of the ordinary law only in 
cases of estates entered in lists III and V and not 
in the case of estates entered in lists II, IV and VI- 
[p. 560, cols. 1 A 2.] ’ 

(2) that the operation of the sanad was superseded 
by Act I of 1869 and that the Crown Grants Act XV 
of 1895 did not affect the provisions of Act I of 1869 
and consequently had not the effect of reviving the 
sanad already declared inoperative under Act I 
of 1869. [p. 558, col. 1.] 

Brij Indar Bahadur Singh v. Ranee Janli Koer 5 
A. 1; 1 C. L. R. 318; 3 Sar. P. C. J. 76? ; Bald. ’ 1 48* 
Rafique and Jackson’s P. C. No. 48; 3 Suth. P. C J* 

474 (P. C.); and Parbati Kunwar v. Chandantal 
Kunwar, 4 Ind. Cas. 25; 31 A. 457; 10 t '.h. J. 216- 
13 C. W. N. 1073; 6 A. L. J. 76' f ; 11 Bom. L R 890- 
12 O. C. 304; 19 M. L. J. 605 (P. C.), followed, 
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Debt Bakhsh Singh v. Chand rabhan Singh, 7 Ind. 
Cas. 724; 32 A. 599; 14 C. W. N. 1010; 12 C. L. J. 
303; 8 M. L. T. 273; 7 A. L. J. 1122; 12 Bom L. R. 
1015; 13 O. C. 316; 20 M. L. J. 9l7; 37 I. A. 168 
(P. C.), explained. 

(3) that on the evidence on the record the plaintiff 
had failed to establish the family custom of male 
lineal primogeniture by which females would be 
necessarily excluded [p. 563, col 1.] 

Per Kanhaiya Lnl, A. J. C. — (1) The.* anad was not 
wholly superseded by Act I of 1869 and the sanad 
like custom must be considered as part of the per- 
sonal law referred to in section 22, clause 2, and 
section 23 of the Act; [p. 575, col. 1.] 

Secretaru of State v. Moment , 18 Ind. Cas. 
22; 11 A. L. J. 49; 6 Bur. L. T. 1; 13 M. L. T. 53; 17 
C. W. N. 169; (1913) M. W. N. 45; 15 Bom. I,. R. 27; 
17 C. L. J. 194; 24 M. B. J. 45P; 40 C. 391; 7 L. B. R. 
10; 40 I. A. 4S (P. C.); Deli Bakhsh Singh v. Chandra- 
bhan Singh, 7 Ind. Cas. 724; 32 A. 599; 14 C. W.N. 
1010; 1 2 C. L. J. 303; 8 M. L. T. 273; 7 A. h. .1. 1122; 
12 Bom. L. R. 1015; 13 O. C. 3I«; 20 M L. J. 017; 37 

1 A. 168 (P. C.); Murtoza Husain Khan v. Mohammad 
Vasin Ali Khan, 36 Tad. Cas. 299; 20 M. I,. T. 362; 14 
A. Tj. J. 10«3; 18 Roui. L. R. 884; 31 M. L. J. 804; 38 
A. 652; (1916) 2 M. W. N. 555; 25 C. L. .1. 1; 19 (). C. 
290; 1 P. L. W. 12?; 21 C. W. N. 410; 4 O. L J. 8 
(P. C.) and Shea Singh v. Raghuhans Kunuar t 2 7 A. 
634; 15 M. h. J. 352; 8 O. C. 317; 9 C. W. N. 1009; 

2 C. L. .1. 194; 32 I. A 203 (P. C.), followed. 

Rhni Narindar Bahadur Singh v. Arhal Ram, 20 C. 
649; 20 I. A. 77; 6 Sar. P. C. J. 310; 17 Ind. Jur. 319; 
Ralique and Jackson’s P. C. No. 128; 10 Ind Dec. 
(n. s.) 438 (P. C.) and Parbati Kunivar v. Chandarpal 
Kunwar , 4 Ind. Cas. 25; 31 A. 457; 10 C. L J. 216; 13 
C. W.N. 1073; 6 A L. J. 767; 11 Bom. L. R. 890; 12 
O. C. 304; 19 M. L. J. 605 (P. C.), distinguished from. 

(2) the only family custom proved in the case was 
the custom of a single heir descent, which did not 
exclude the females from succession, [p. 576, col. 1.] 

Appeal from the decree of the Subordinate 
Judge, Partabgarh, dated the 25th February 

1915. 

The Hon’ble Pandit Moti Lai Nehru, Pandit 
Jawahtr Lai Nehru and Pandit Jagmohan Nath 
Chak , for the Appellant. 

Mr, Muhammad Nasim and Ha bn Shankar 
Dayal , for Respondent No. 1. 

Babu Ram Chandra , for Respondents 

Nos. 2 to 7. 

JUDGMENT. 

Kendall, A. J. C. — The suit out of whioh 
this appeal has arisen has been brought 
for the possession of the Taj pur Tahtka , 
which is an estate carved out of the 
Kundrajit ' I'aluka , in respect of whioh a 
primogeniture sanad was allotted to Thakurain 
Baij Nath Kuar, Chhatarpal Singh, Surajpal 
Singh and Chandarpal Singh. The Kund- 
rajit Taluka was eventually entered in 
lists I and IV prepared under 
the provisions of aeotion 8 of the Oudh 


Estates Act; and in accordance, therefore, 
with the latter section the succession to 
the estate will be governed, under section 23 
of that Act, by the ordinary law applicable 
to members of the intestate’s tribe and 
religion. The Taj pur Taluka is in the 
possession cf Thakurain Harnam Kuar, 
widow of Lai Ram Kinkar Singh son of Lai 
Chhatarpal Singh, who is said to be tha 
last talukdar . Taluka Kundrajit was the 
property, before the annexation of Oudh, of 
Lai Ajudhia Bakhsh Singh, Lai Ajndhia. 
Bakhsh Singh left four sons. Thakurain 
Baij Nath Kuar was the widow of Lai 
Bisheshar Bakhsh Singh the son of Lai 
Mali pal Singh, the eldest son of Ajndhia 
Bakhsh Singh, Lai Chhatarpal Singh was 
the eldest male in the line of his seoond 
son, Lai Surajpal Singh was the eldest 
male in the line of his third son, and Lai 
Chandarpal Singh was the elder male in the 
line of his fourth and youngest son. 

The taluka at the time the lists were 
prepared was known as Kundrajit Taluka . 
Partition ensued in 1872> when the four fol- 
lowing talnkas were oreated: — 

Taluka Bargaon allotted to Thakurain 
Baij Nath Kuar, 

Taluka Taj pur allotted to Lai Chhatarpal 
Singh, 

Taluka Shamspur allotted to Lai Surajpal 
Singh, 

Taluka Kanti allotted to Lai Chandarpal 
Singh. 

Lai Chhatarpal Singh died on the 6th 
September 1899. He left a Will on whioh 
reliance was sought to be placed in the 
Court belo^, but that Will was not prepar- 
ed in due form according to the provisions 
of the Oudh Estates Act; and the plaintiff, 
who is appellant in this Court, no longer 
seeks to found upon it. On the death of 
Lai Chhatarpal Singh the taluka came into 
possession of Lai Ram Kinkar Singh his 
only son. At that time two of the brothers 
of Lai Chhatarpal Singh were dead; a third 
Lai Balbhaddar Singh was alive, Lai 
Ram Kinkar Singh died on the 6th of October 
1907, leaving his widow Musammat Harnam 
Kuar who succeeded to the possession of 
the estate. The plaintiff Babu Badri 
Narain Singh i9 the only son of Babu 
Sripat Singh, one of the brothers of Qhh*« 
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tarpal Singh. He has brought this suit 
for possession of the taluka ; and he 
impleaded as defendants Musammat Harnam 
Kuar, Har Shankar Partab Singh the elder 
son of Balbhaddar Singh, who had died 
in 1904, and the son of Babu Sheo Shankar 
Partab Singh the second son of Babu Bal- 
bhaddar Singh. Babu Har Shankar Partab 
Singh died, and in his place his five sons 
were then impleaded. The properties to 
which the suit relates were set out in sche- 
dules (a), ( b ) and (d) attached to the plaint, 
and the plaintiff also claimed mesne profits 
as set out in schedule (c). He claimed to be 
entitled by right of inheritance under (a) 
the terms of the primogeniture sanad granted 
by the Government, and (6) an ancient 
family custom of lineal primogeniture and 
he impleaded the defendants, other than 
Thakur Harnam Kuar, as persons interested 
to deny his title. At an early stage of 
the case it was stated by the learned Counsel 
who appeared for him that in setting out 
a custom of lineal primogeniture (paragraph 
3 of the plaint) the plaintiff meant male 
'lineal primogeniture, and that the custom 
which he alleged to exist, was identical 
with the rule of succession as laid down 
in the sanad. The defendants admitted 
that Kundrajit was a taluka which came 
into possession of the descendants of JBabu 
Ajudhia Bakhsh Singh. They denied that 
it was impartible taluka , and they 

denied that there was any immemorial 
family custom, such as the law of primogeni- 
ture, by which the estate descended to the 
eldest member of the eldest branch of the 
family. They alleged that Thakurain Baij 
Nath Kuar had succeeded to the taluka 
in her own right on the death of her son. 
They further pleaded that the Kundrajit 
taluka having been brought in list IV of the 
lists prepared under section 8, the succession 
thereto was governed entirely by the ordinary 
law, and that the line of succession laid 
down in the sanad no longer applied, nor 
was the sanad preserved as a part of the 
personal law. They alleged that on the 
death of Thakurain Harnam Kuar the 
nearest reversioners of Lai Ram Kinkar 
Singh would be entitled to hold the pro- 
perty. As to part of the property claimed 
Thakurain Harnam Kuar objected that 
it was the self-acquired property of Lai 
Cbhatarpal Singh or Lai Ram Kinkar Singh 


or Thakurain Harnam Kuar herself, and 
that if the sanad did apply to the talukdari 
property, it would not in any case apply 
to property so acquired; while respondents 
Nos. 2 to 7 took exception to a house, 
certain groves and certain lands as being 
the private property of Babu Balbhaddar 
Singh. They challenged the claim for mesne 
profits; and they denied that certain 
moveables mentioned in the schedules attach- 
ed to the plaint were the property of Lai 
Ram Kinkar Singh. The learned Sub- 
ordinate Judge found that the estate having 

come in list IV the conditions of the sanad 

no longer applied. He found that there 

was no family custom under which the 

estate descended to the nearest male heir. 

On the question of moveable properties he 

noted, and this is not denied, that the 

claim thereto was given up by the plaintiff’s 

Counsel. As to the accretions to the estate 

a,nd the private property of Babu Balbhaddar 

Singh he found that the issues relating thereto 

did not call for determination as the suit 

failed on the main grounds. He, therefore, 

dismissed the suit and allowed costs to the 

defendants. In the decree, which followed 

upon this judgment, two sets of Pleaders’ fee 
were allowed. 

The plaintiff has appealed. The memo- 
randum of appeal is discussive and argument- 
ative and may be condensed into the 
following grounds: — 

Firstly » that the conditions of the sa?iad 
applied to this estate, 

secondly , that even if the sanad was 
superseded by Act I of 1869 it takes effect 
by the Crown Grants Act, in spite of Act I 
of 1869 or any other Act, 

thirdly , that the plaint definitely set out a 
custom of male lineal primogeniture 

fourthly , that the appellant has proved 
by unrebutable presumptions and unimpeach- 
able documentary evidence that a custom 
of male lineal primogeniture, to the total 

exclusion of females, does obtain in the 
family. 

fifthly, that in any event the costs payable 

by him in the first Court should be reduced 

by Rs. 3,00-0 as two sets of Pleaders’ fee 

ought not to have been allowed against 
him. 

As to the effects of the Crown Grants 
Act, this question may be disposed of at 
once. On the appeal coming on for hear* 
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ing it wa 3 admitted by the learned Counsel 
who appeared for the appellant that he 
did not at all desire to argue that the 
Crown Grants Act operated to revive a 
sanad. That Act had the retrospective 
effect of giving statutory recognition to 
what might otherwise be considered an 
arbitrary act of the executive authorities; 
and, by its operation, the title created by 
the sanad became an unimpeachable title 
from the time of its creation. The 

Act would not have the effect of reviving 
a sanad which, having been granted, had 
lapsed or otherwise become inoperative 

before the said Act wa9 passed. The 

sole effect which the Crown Grants Act 

can have upon this present case is that, in 
case we 6nd that succession to the taluka 
is controlled by the sanad , the validity of 
the title thereby conferred will be unimpeach- 
able. 

The next and the main question which 
arises for decision is whether in interpreting 
the expression ‘ordinary law” as used in 
section 23 of the Act provisions of the sanad 
can be considered. 

In the only reported case under list 
IV recourse was sought to bo had to 
the sanad in the first Court but the plea 
was not pressed any further. That case, 
Parbati Kunwar v. Chandarpal Kunwar (1*, 
is reported in its last stages. The decision 
of this Court will be found in Mnsammat 
Parbati Kuar v. Rani Chandrupal Knar (*«.'), 
while a copy of the judgment of the tirst 
Court is on this record. In that case the 
daughter of the last undisputed owners sued 
for possession of the Majhgain Shahpur 
Estate in the Kheri District. In that case 
a primogeniture sanad had been given and in 
that case also the names of four persons had 
been bracketed together under one serial 
number in list IV. For the defence reliance 
was imprimis placed upon the primogeniture 
sanad; there were alternative pleas of adop- 
tion of the defendant, and of the exclusion 
of the plaintiff by custom. The first Court, 
reading section 3 and following the decision 
of the Judicial Committee in Brij Indar 


, , ( v l J t 1 ' 1 ’ 1 ;.? 148 * -5 A. 457; 10 C. 1, J. *JUi; 13 

n °m ; u A * 1 1 b. K. vSi)0; 1J 

0. C. 304; 10 M. Li. J. 005 (l\ C.) 

(2) 8 0. C. 94. 


Bahadur Singh v. Ranee Janki Koer (3), 
to which I shall presently refer, ruled that 
the limitations in the sanad had been wholly 
superseded by the Act; it found adoption 
not proved, but it found the plaintiff to be 
excluded by custom. The finding of the first 
Court as to the supersession of the sanad 
by the Act for purposes of succession was 
acquiesced in on appeal, but the appellant 
faintly contended that the effect of the 
Crown Grants Act was to revive the sanad . 
This argument was not successful. The 
appeal fai’ed. Before their Lordships of the 
Privy Council the word sanad was not even 
mentioned, as appears from the full report 
to be found in Parbati Kunwar v. Chandarpal 
Kunwar (1). It is not that the appeal failed 
on findings of fact, and that the question of 
the sanad could not have come up for dis- 
cussion. 

The sanad was undoubtedly the first 
barrier which the plaintiff had to pass on 
her way to victory, and the other questions 
only confronted her when that barrier was 
safely passed. 

Section 3 of the Act I of 1569 provides 
that recourse on a question of succession will 
be had to the Act, and not to the sanad . 
Section 3 first came up for interpretation in 
Brij Indar Bahadur Singh v. Ranee Janki 
Koer (3), and their Lordships laid it down, 
folloSving section 3, that the limitations in 
the sanad were wholly superseded by* the 
Act. Their Lordships, in setting out then* 
judicial opinion as to the effect of section 3, 
interpreted the word “ condition” in the 4th 
paragraph of that section. And the amending 
Act 111 of 1910 added to the word “condi- 
tion” in this section the words # other than 
thoso relating to succession” not in order to 
alter or amend the existing law, but to 
remove the misunderstanding which their 
Lordships had pointed out in Ranee Tanki 
Karr's case (3). It would have seemed that 
section 3, as amended to make the position 
clear, removed any doubt as to whether re- 
course could be had to the sanad on ft 
question of succession. But reliance is had 
upon the explanation to section 3, which 
was also added by t lie same amending Act. 
It is said that the sanad should be consider- 
ed under section 23, because its conditions 

(3) 5 I. A. 1; l 0. L. R. 318; 3 Sar. P. C. J. TO3; 
Bnlil. 14S; Kutiquo and Jackson's P. C. No. 48; 3 Suth, 
l\ C J. 474 {V. C.). 
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are not inconsistent with the provisions of 
the Act; such an argument is surely begging 
the question. This Explanation seems to me 
to be an unfortunately worded and superflu- 
ous addition to the section. A reference to 
the history of the amending Act shows that 
in the Bill as proposed, this Explanation was 
not to be found; it was added on the day th? 
Sill was passed into law , and was intended 
to make the position even more clear and 
not to qualify what had gone before. The 
mover of the Bill said that it was intended 
simply to make it quite clear what rule of 
succession it was desired to establish, namely, 
the rule provided in the Act. The provisions 
of the sanad are not inconsistent with the 
provisions of the Act in those cases where 
by the direction of some provisions of the Act, 
reference has to be made to the sanad to 
discover the heir. 


The appellant, however, seeks to rely upon 
the provisions of the sanad by reason of the 
decision of the Judicial Committee in the 
case of Dehi Bakhsh Singh v. Chandrahhan 
Singh (4), which was a case under list V. 
List V is defined as a list of grantees to whom 
a primogeniture sanad has been granted. In 
that case sub-section 11 of section 22 was 
qnder consideration. The rule set out in 
that sub-section is that in default of anyone 
taking under the previous sub-section, there 
should be preferred such persons as would 
have been entitled to succeed to the estate 
under the ordinary law to which persons of 
the religion and tribe of such talukdar or 
grantee are subject. This their Lordships 
of the Privy Council held to be nothing else 
than a general relegation of parties to the 
situation in which they had been found apart 
^rom the Statute. But, say their Lordships, 
that situation is fonnd in the sanad itself,” 
an .^ a tater place in the judgment it is 
said, the general reference to what is not 
covered by those specific rules must include 
a reference to the rights of parties as con- 
tained in the sanad f which was the original 
title to the property.” Persons whose 
names appear in list IV and list VI 
(grantees to whom section 23 applies) 
stand on practically the same footing 
as regards succession to the estate as 


(4) 7 Ind. Cas. 724; 32 A. 599; 14 C. W. N. 1010; 12 
U L. J. 303; 8 M. L. T. 273; 7 A. L. J. 1122; 12 Bom. 
ft K * J0I5, 13 0. C. 316; 20 M. L. J. 917; 37 I. A. 168 

v* • v.;. 


those in lists II, III, and V for whom no heir 
has been found in sub-sections 1 to 10 of sec- 
tion 22, that is to say, in both cases succces- 
sion is regulated by the ordinary law of the 
religion and tribe. It is, therefore, manifest 
that a pronouncement as to the interpretation 
of the words ‘ordinary law ” in sub-sectiou 
11 ought to be considered, unless a contrary 
intention appears, where the question for 
decision is as to the succession to an in- 
testate’s estate under section 23. The respond- 
ents rely upon the case of Brij Tndar 
Bahadur Singh, v. Ranee Janki Koer (3). 
That was a case decided in 1877 which dealt 
with succession in list II. List II is defined 
as a list of those whose estates according 

to the custom of the family ordinarily 

devolve upon a single heir. In their ruling 
their Lordships pointed out that as to 
succession the limitations in the sanads were 
wholly superseded by Act I of 1869, and that 
the rights of parties claiming by descent 
must be governed by the provisions of section 
22 of the Act. The appellant seeks to 
remove the apparent inconsistency between 
those two judgments by arguing that in the 
latter case their Lordships in using the word 
wholly ” only referred to sub-sections 1 to 
10 of section 22. There can be no doubt 
that the dictum in Ranee Janki Koer's case (3) 
has formed the basis of numerous subsequent 
decisions; and it is a startling proposition to 
make that their Lordships had in that case 
expressed themselves without sufficient 
accuracy, and that the inaccuracy had not 
been discovered from 1877 up to the time 
when the decision in Debt Bakhsh Singh’s case 
(4) was promulgated in 1910. It has been 
taken as good law ever sinoe 1877 that for 
purposes of succession reference must be 
made to the Act and not to the sanad, and 
this is also the interpretation which has been 
put upon section 3 and upon this ruling by 
Messrs. Sykes and Jacob, the two gentlemen 
whose commentaries on the Oudh Estates 
Act are in more general-use. No doubt the 
°* ae o{ Debi Bakhsh Singh v. Chandrabhan 
Singh (4) might seem prima facie to 
have raised an inconsistency which the 
appellant has sought to explain as 
above. But a careful examination shows 
that there is no inconsistency whatever 
between the two judgments and that in 
deciding lhbi Bakhsh Singh’s case (4) their 
Lordships continued to follow and did not 
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attempt to confine or qualify the dictum as 
to the wholesale supersession of the sanad 
for purposes of succession which was laid 
down in Banee Janki Koer's case (3). In this 
latter case their Lordships laid down, as a 
general proposition that for purposes of suc- 
cession limitation in the sanad was supersed- 
ed by the Act. They then proceeded, having 
found that sub-sections 1 to 10 of section 
did not apply, to consider the ordinary law 
of the persons with whom they were in that 
case concerned, that is to say, persons in list 
II: persons whose estates according to the 

custom of the family ordinarily devolved 

upon a single heir. They, therefore, looked 
for the single heir according to the law of 
the religion and tribe. In an exactly 
similar fashion their Lordships in 
Debt Bakhsn Singh's case (4), recognising the 
supersession, for the purposes of succession 
of the sanad by the Act, and finding that 
sub-sections I to 10 of section 11 did not 
apply, proceeded to take up the question of 
succession under the ordinary law of the 
persons with whom they were in that case 
concerned, namely, persons in list V, persons 
to whom sanads have been or may he granted 

by the British Government declaring that 

the succession to the estates comprised in such 
sanads shall be regulated by the rule of prime- 
geniturc. rhcy^thfiTsby found tlifit tlioy luid 
to look to the sanad . That was a case where 
the provisions of the sanad aie not inconsistent 
with the Act. In the same fashion, if list 
V had been a list of those the succession 
to whose estate was to bo controlled by 
the Muhammadan Law, they would have 
had to look at the Muhammadan Law. 
Similarly in this present case this Bench 
recognising supersession, for the purposes of 
succession, of the sanad by the Act, lias to 
look to the heading of list IV to fee who 
the person is whose succession it has to 
consider; he is a person to whom the pro- 
visions of section 23 apply, that is to say, 
a person the succession to whose estate is 
governed by the ordinary law. Or, to put 
it more simply, every estate is labelled as 
belonging to such and such a list; and the 
Court, applying section 22 (11) or section 
23, as the case may be, looks at the label. 
If the label contains a reference to a sanad 
as list 111 and list V labels do, then that 
sanad will be referred to as part of the 
ordinary law. If the label contains no such 


reference, as would be the case in list II, 
list IV and list VI labels, then the Court 
will not refer to the sanad. I have no 
doubt, therefore, that, arguing as above, suc- 
cession to the present estate is controlled 
by the ordinary law and not by the sanad . 

The ordinary law is the law as set out in 
section 3 of the Oudh Laws Act (XVIIl of 
1876), namely: — 

1. any custom which has not been by 
any enactment altered or abolished, or declar- 
ed void by a competent authority, 

2 the Hindu, Law in cases where the 
parties are Hindus, except in so far as such 
law has bsen modified orabolished by any enact- 
ment and lias been modified by any such cus- 
tom as is above referred to. 

• p * 

The custom ' which has been set up in 
this present case as governing the succes- 
sion in default of the sanad , is a custom 
of lineal primogeniture. I may here dispose 
of the third point which has been argued 
in this appeal. In the plaint itself the 
words “lineal primogeniture” written in Urdu 
and English characters were set out as 
being the custom on which the plaintiff 
relied. The learned Subordinate Judge was 
of opinion that the plaintiff in his plaint 
did not set forth in clear terms that females 

were excluded from inheritance. 

, 

It was and is still argued for the respond- 
ents that the custom as set up in the plaint 
was one of lineal primogeniture which did 
not import the exclusion of females, and 
that the statement of the learned Counsel 
for the plaintiff that the family custom his 
client was alleging was the same as that 
set out in the sanad , was an afterthought 
and that the plaintiff should not be allowed 
to set up a new case different from his 
case in the plaint. Having regard to the 
fact that the plaintiff was setting up a custom 
in order to exclude a female, Thakurain 
H amain lvuar, and having regard to the 
contents of the plaint generally and also 
to the undoubted probity and experi- 
ence of the learned Counsel who was con- 
ducting the ease and made the above statement 
for the appellant in the lower Court, 1 
have no doubt that the plaintiff was not 
changing his ground and that the custom 
which w.u inton led to ba alleged in the 
plaint wisa custom of m\le litml priipgeiu* 
tui e. 
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It is objected for the respondents that a 
custom of male lineal primogeniture, ex- 
cluding females, a custom which results in 
an impartible estate, is a custom 
inconsistent with list IV, and is, therefore, 
even had it existed, a custom which has been 
altered or abolished by enactment and, there- 
fore, it would be no part of the ordinary 
law. It is said that impartible estates are 
provided for in list II, list III and list V. 
It is pointed out that under section 10 of the 
Act the Court will regard those lists as con- 
clusive evidence that the persons named 
therein are such talukdars or grantees. There- 
fore, while we are to take it as conclusive that 
a person in list IV is a person succession 
to whose estate is governed by the ordinary 
law, we are invited to make the further 
conclusive presumption that, because his 
name is not in list II, he is, therefore, not 
a person succession to whose estate ordi- 
narily devolved upon a single heir. Reference 
is made to the Deogaon case, Murtaza Husain 
Khan v. Mohammad Yasin Ali Khan (5). But 
I can find nothing in the words of their 
Lordships, in that case, which dealt with 
succession to non ’talukdari property, which 
lays down any such a dictum. The respond- 
ents would divide talukdars and grantees 
into three classes : — 

(а) those who have a family custom of 
single heir succession; 

(б) those who have had a rule of primoge- 
niture statutorily conferred upon them by a 

sanad confirmed by the Crown Grants Act: 
and 

(c) those who neither have a family 
custom of single heir succession nor a 
statutory rule of succession by primogeniture. 

But to my mind the three classes are 
rather: — 

(а) those who have elected to declare for 
a specified custom, viz., that of single heir 
succession; 

(б) those who have a statutory rule of 
succession by primogeniture; and 

(c) those who have elected to declare for 
no specified custom. 

It is possible to hold of these last, that 
in not declaring for recording of a custom, 

(5) 36 Ind. Cas. 299; 20 M. L. J. 302; 14 A. L. J. 1033; 

18 Bom. L E. 884; 31 M. L. J. 80 J; 38 A. 552; (1916) 

2 M. W. N. 555: 25 C. L. J. 1 ; 19 O. C. 290; 1 P. L. W. 
122; 21 C. W. N. 410; 4 O. U J. 8. 

36 


they have thereby declared that there is no 
custom in their familyand, therefore, I cannot 
agree that it is to be taken as conclusive that 
no estate in list IV can be an impartible 
estate. No doubt all partible estates will be 
found in list IV but because every hen is a 
bird, it does not follow that every bird is 
a hen. I have no doubt that a person whose 
name is in list IV, can set up a custom that 
this is an impartible estate. 

If there did exist, in the Bisen Thakur 
family which owned the Kundrajit Tuluka , 
a family custom of impartiality with or 
without female exclusion, the fact that there 
was a partition of that taluha into 4 separate 
talukas in 1871 will not prove, in the 
circumstances of the case, that the custom 
is abrogated. The Government was suspicious 
perhaps of Ishri Bakhsh Singh, father of 
Chhatarpal Singh, suspicious at one time of 
Lai Chhatarpal Singh also, and viewing with 
a favourable eye the capacity and loyalty of 
Thakurain Baij Nath Ku&r, who had received 
the recognition of the authorities in Nawahi 
time, elected, when a re-grant was made after 
confiscation, to make a settlement with repre- 
sentatives of all four branches of the family of 
Babu Ajudhia Bakhsh Singh. But it was 
not the intention of the Government in restor- 
ing the property in a particular fashion, 
suitable to the exigencies of the time, to the 
family from whom it had been very recently 
confiscated, to break through the established 
customs of that family, if any existed. We 
have been referred to the Nuzvid case, 
Raja Venkata Rao v. Court of Wards (6). But 
there the circumstances were very different, 
as pointed out in the Ramnad case (7). The 
Hansapur case, Baboo Beer Pertab Sahee v. 
Maharajah Rajender Pertab Sahee (8), wasa case 
where circumstances were much more plentiful 
than in this present case, consistent with an 
intention to create a new estate to which 
family customs were not meant to apply but 
family custom was there held to apply. The 
estate was in this present case granted almost 
at once to the family from whose possession it 
had been confiscated, and there is nothing 
which can show that it was the direct 

(6) 2 M. 128; 3 Suth. P. C. J. 725; 6 C. L. R. 153; 4 
Ind. Jur. 133; 3 Shome L R. 175; 7 I. A. 38; 4 Sar. P. 

C. J. 81; 1 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 361 (P. C.). 

(7) 24 M. 613m. 

(8) 12 M. I A. 1; 9 W. R. (P. C.) 15; 2 Suth. P. 0. 

J. IUj 2 Sar. P. C. J. 348; 20 E. R. 241. 
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v. Lai Raghuraj Singh ( 9)], set out among the 


intention of the Government to supersede 
family customs of that family. The partition 
which followed in 1871 was a necessary inci- 
dent of the joint title created by the 
Government; it was not the spontaneous 
act of the parties with a mutual recog- 
nition of co- parcenary rights but it arose 
out of the act of the paramount power, 
and as was said in the Ram n id case (7), 
when impartiality is impressed upon an 
estate by antecedent family custom, the 
presumption is that the grant was given with 
the customary incidents. I am of opinion, 
therefore, that the appellant is able to set 
up a custom of impartibility. 

It is sought to establish the custom by 
oral evidence, by documentary evidence, and 
by presumptions which are argued to arise 
out of the conduct of the members of this 
family, the custom of allied families and the 
history of this family from a time shortly 
before the annexation of the Province of Oudh. 
The learned Counsel passed over the oral 
evidence with the remark that it cannot 
be said to be of any value on the question 
of custom. To that oral ovidence I shall 
return later. 

It will be convenient to consider briefly 
the occurrences which preceded and led 
up to and which followed the granting 
of the primogeniture san.ad . ... 

[After considering the history of the Instate 
and the documentary evidence in the ca?e, 
the learned Additional Judicial Commis- 
sioner proceeded as follows: — ] 

Before I close this review of the conduct 
of members of this family it would be 
interesting to return for a moment to the 
suit which Balbhaddar Singh brought 
against Lai Raghuraj Singh for 
fourth share in the Shamspur 
which had been held by Surajpal 
widow from 1892 till her death in 1901. 
That suit was brought in December 1903. 
I have already shown that he treated the 
estate as one subject to the ordinary 
Mitakshara Law, and claimed a one-fourth 
share on the allegation that Raghuraj 
Singh had been adopted out of the family. 
Balbhaddar Singh, therefore, was clearly 
not recognising the rule of primogeniture 
or gaddimishini in the family. Lord Collins, 
in delivering the judgment of their Lordships 
of the Privy Council [liar Shuulmr Furtah Sir.gh 


a one- 
Tahtka t 
Singh’s 


f . v £7 — v — v - - — - 

facts of this case “Surajpal Singh died childless' 
and intestate on the 21st February 1S92 
and was succeeded by his widow Thakurain 
Raghubans Kuar ivho took a widow's estate .” 
This shows that any custom of the exclusion 
of females or of primogeniture was not 
agitated by any party to that - suit.. It 
will be remembered that Raghuraj Singh 
had taken possession of the Bargaon Estate 
on the allegation that he was adopted by 1 
Thakurain Baij Nath Kuar. The line he 
took in his defence in Balbhaddar Singh’s 
suit, as I have already noticed, was that 
he was not adopted by vLal Bishesbar 
Bakhsh Singh, the husband of Baij Nath 
Kuar; and he challenged the authority o£ 
Baij Nath Kuar herself to adopt- and 
claimed to remain the son of his natural 
father. It is obvious that it was a very 
unpleasant plea that he had set out to 
sustain. Now if Raghuraj Singh had any 
idea that a custom of primogeniture; 
with or without exclusion of - females, 

prevailed in the family, he would have 

been able to plead that custom aaqaltkom- 
plete answer to Balbhaddar Singh’s suit 
without, in any way, going back* on -the 
position he had already set up as the 

adopted son in Baij Nath Kuar s line. 

For a reference to the pedigree shows 
that, at the time Balbhaddar SinghW suit 
was brought, the next heir, according to 
the rule of primogeniture, would be the 
male owner in the line of the elder son 
of Ajudhia Bakhsh Singh, the owner, that 
is to say, of the Bargaon I'aluka , bob Lai 
Raghuraj Singh had constituted him- 
self the owner of the Bargano Tatuka 
on an allegation of adoption, ‘ And 
had successfully maintained that position 

^ « S*** 1 ^ a D 


up to the Privy Counoil, Chhatarpal 

Singh’s appeal in fact having only been 

dismissed in the Privy Council”. in the 

previous year, vi:. y on 10th December 1901. 

Lai Raghuraj Singh's action, therefore, in 

falling back upon a very unsafe* rand 

apparently contradictory plea, instead of 

standing to the position which he had been 

successfully maintaining, is a very strong 

indication that no such custom existed. 

It seems to me clear, therefore, from' a 
00 20 A. 519 at 1 >. 520; 11 C. \\\ N.841; 6 C. L. J. 
13: 9 Horn. L. U. 757; 4 A. L. J. 497j 17 M. L. J. 354} 
2 M. L. T. m. y 
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review of the documentary evidence and 
of the conduct of the members of this 
family that no such oustom as that set 
out by the appellant is indicated. 

The appellant points out that out of seven 
estates belonging to the Bisen Thakur clan 
in the Partabgarh district five estates 
appear in list II. The succession to those 
estates, therefore, ordinarily devolves by 
custom upon a single heir. It is argued 
that this Court ought to presume, therefore, 
that the same is the custom with reference 
to the other two estates, namely the estate 
of Dhangarh and the present estate, although 
they are entered in list IV. List IV and 
list II are not the same thing. I am of opinion 
that no such presumption ought to be made. 
Even if it could be made it would not support 
the presumption of male lineal primogeni- 
ture to the exclusion of females. All 
that can be gathered, as I have noted 
above as to the desires of these per- 
sons, is that Baij Nath Kuar was stand- 
ing out for the inclusion of her name 
alone in list I of the lists which were 
prepared under section 8. It appears 
to me that the reason why fhis estate 
appeared in list IV is to be found in 
the Chief Commissioner’s letter ot 1860, 
and in Exhibit A 15, the reply forwarded 
by the Deputy Commissioner in accordance 
with that letter. With this letter, as I 
noted before, a list was submitted in which 
this estate was not shown. Turning to 
the tentative list of those whose names 
might appear in. list II (Exhibit 7) to 
which also reference has been made, it will 
appear, as I have already shown, that in both 
the estates in that list which subsequently 
did appear in list IV, partition was in 
contemplation or had been accomplished. 
The Dhangarh Estate had already been 
divided by private partition, while in the 
letter with which the sanad for the present 
estate was forwarded it was definitely 
recognised that any of the shareholders 
could claim separation of their shares. It 
appears that the authorities looked upon 
this as an estate which was not still 
intact. 

The appellant, therefore, has failed to show 
that females are necessarily excluded by any 
custom prevailing in the family. The respond- 
ents have quoted several instances where 


females did as a matter of fact succeed 
to the estate in the absence of a direct 
descendant. The first example they give 
is that of Thakurain Kablas Kuar of the 
Panwansi or Dhingwas Estate, and of her 
co-wife Thakurain Subhag Kuar. The case of 
Brij lndar Bahadur Singh v. Ranee Janki 
Koer (3) arose out of this estate. A 
saytad was granted to Kablas Kuar, but 
it was found (and the matter is deposed 
to by Lai Sheoparfcab Bahadur Singh, 
aged 70 years, the present talukdar of 
Dhingwas, giving evidence for the re- 
spondents) that on the death of the last 
male owner Lai Mahpal Singh without 
issue, in about 1852 A. D., his elder 
widow Thakurain Subhag Kuar succeeded 
to the estate till her death. On her 
death, Thakurain Kablas Kuar came 
into possession of the estate and 

it was on her death that the dispute 
arose which was eventually taken to the 
Privy Council. As the result of-that case 
the title of the daughter of Kablas Kuar 
was established, no custom of exclusion 
being proved. This is an unimpeachable 
instance of the succession of two widows, and 
a daughter, in this particular estate, which 
was one of the estates held by Bisen 
Thakurs in this district. The example of 
the daughter succeeding the appellant ex- 
plains by saying 1 that that was a “tribal” not 
a family custom, and that he has been 
careful to avoid setting up a tribal custom. 
He set up, however, a custom which he 
alleged to be the custom of Bisen Thakurs: 
and he quoted the seven families in the 
district: and he alleged total exclusion of 
females. He alleged something more than 
a custom confined to his family, at least 
a local custom. We are indeed particularly 
concerned with the exclusion of widows- 
but the importance of this instance in one 
of the allied families cannot be entirely 
brushed aside. Another example is that 
of Thakurain Raghubans Kuar, widow 

quvT L Slngh who leffc no direct heir, 
bhe held the estate from the time of 

Surajpals death in 1892 until her death 

l “ J* ls , ? p * ned for tbe appellant that 

Surajpal Singh s brother Raghuraj Singh 

was unable to claim that estate as he had 

already taken possession of the Bargaon 

Estate as the adopted son of Baij Nath 
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Knar. This 9 xplanation does not suffice. 
Partab Singh brother of Surajpal Singh’s 
father was alive at that time, and could 
have sued. In default of him, if Surajpal 
Singh left no brother because of Raghuraj 
Singh’s adoption, the next person entitled 
to claim would have been, as I have shown 
above, the male heir in the line of Mahpal 
Singh, the eldest son of Ajudhia Bakhsh 
Singh; and that would have been, according 
to his allegation, Raghuraj Singh, who had 
said he was adopted into that line. This • 
Partab Singh was admittedly dead when 
Balbhaddar Singh’s suit was brought. There 
is no doubt that Raghubans Kuar was 
left in undisturbed possession because her 
right to remain so was recognised. On the 
death of Surajpal Singh she claimed mutation 
of names. Exhibit A 28 is a copy of the 
order of the Deputy Commissioner in that 
case. Chhatarpal Singh and Partab Singh, 
Surajpal Singh, uncle, opposed that ap- 
plication. - The order is most instructive. ‘In 
accordance with the Mitakshara Law by 
which the right of succession to this 
estate is governed she should succeed to it, 
but it has been somewhat ingeniously urged 
in opposition that her deceased husband, by 
granting her during his life a full proprietary 
right in oertain villages, thereby willed 
that she should not succeed to his estate.” 
This order clearly shows' that her title to 
succeed was not assailed on the grounds 
that by family custom she was excluded. 
The next instance is that of Thakurain 
Baij Nath Kuar. She undoubtedly held the 
estate, and was recognised as its owner 
after the death of Lai Lachhman Singh 
without issue in 1843. Indeed, though 
this is not certain, it would appear that 
Thakurain Behans Kuar, widow of Mahpal 
Singh, held it for 2 or 4 years till her death, 
and Thakurain Baij Nath Kuar after her and 
that Thakurain Behans Kuar is herself an 
instance of female succession. But, the facts 
not being clear, the respondents do not 
rely upon her case as constituting an 
instance. Another instance upon which 
the respondents rely is that of Thakurain 
Sanath Kuar of Bhadri, another of the 
Bisen Thakur families in this district. She 
was not in possession up to the tiino of 
her death, but was superseded by Raja 
Jagat Bahadur Singh. The tahtkdar before 
her was Gopal Singh her husband, and on his 


death he was succeeded by his son Amarnath 
Singh who was a minor. Thakurain 
Sanath Kaar managed the estate, the boy 
died young, and Thakurain Sanath Kuar 
continued to hold the estate as owner. 
Raja Jagat Bahadur Singh, in his history 
Exhibit 49, which is of little general value 
as a controversy had arisen as to Chhatarpal 
Singh’s rights to succeed, but is of 
interest when he tells his own immediate 
history, says that Thakurain Sanath Kuar 
became owner of the estate after the death 
of Amarnath Singh, and that he himself 
was afterwards adopted and took over 
ther ownership of the estate after that 
adoption. Chhatarpal Singh himself on 
several occasions refers to this lady as 
talukdaria of Bhadri. He refers to her in 
his protest of 9th January 1862 (Exhibit 68), 
and he refers to her in his history” 
(Exhibit 4i), in both cases as a well-wisher 
who joined with other talukdars in 
persuading Thakurain Baij Nath Knar to 
adopt him. 

I have no doubt that Thakurain Baij 
Nath Kuar, Thakurain Raghubans Kuar, 
Thakurain Subhag Kuar, Thakurain Kablas 
Kuar and Thakurain Sanath Kuar are all 
quite recent instances, which cannot be ignored, 
of succession of a female other than a 
daughter to an estate in thii family, 
where there was no direct heir. 

It has been pointed out that, on the 
death of Chandarpal Singh, his widow did 
not succeed to the estate. The explanation is 
to be found in the first words of the Deputy 
Commissioner’s order. She was a claimant, 
so were Chandarpal Singh’s 1st son, 2nd 
son and grandson, the latter relying upon 
an oral Will. The Deputy Commissioner 
says, “None of these allege possession, for 
the good reason that 1 took steps to 
prevent them.” It often occurs that on 
the death of a talukdar there is a danger 
of a breach of the peace, if there be more 
than one claimant with a following. It is 
no doubt to such a danger that the Deputy 
Commissioner refers: he took steps to prevent 
a breach of the peace by ensuring that no one 
should be able to take forcible possession. It is 
further noticeable that there was a son to 
succeed. The case of this lady cannot, 
therefore, be quoted as a case to the contrary. 

It has, however, been argued with muoh 
skill in this Court that it is not for the 
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appellant to prove actual exclusion of 
females. It is argued that by the ordinary 
law as found in the Mitakshara no female has 
anything but a right of maintenance in joint 
family property, therefore, when there is 
joint family property which is impartible, 
it will go by survivorship to a single heir. 
Therefore, by that law the estate would 
survive to the appellant on the death of 
Lai Ram Kinkar Singh: and, therefore, it 
would be for the respondents to show, by 
complete evidence and not a few cdd in- 
stances, a custom at variance with this 
ordinary law, by which females were admitted 
to a right in joint family impartible property. 
We have been referred to two Madras cases, 
The TJdayar Palayam case, Kaclxi Yuva Ran- 
gappa Kalakka Thola Udayar v. Kachi Kalyana 
Rangappa Kalakka Thola Udayar (10) and 
The Udayar Palayam case, Kachi K aliyana 
Bengappa Kalakka Thola Udayar v. Kachi Yuva 
Bengappa Kalakka Thola Udayar (11). Now 
this is quite a new line of attack. Theappellant 
definitely set out to prove a custom, totally 
excluding females, Gf. paragraph 14 of the 
grounds of appeal. He did not allege that all 
the members of the family of A judhia Bakhsh 
Singh constituted a joint Hindu family, nor 
even all the members of the family of Ishri 
Bakhsh Singh. There is no suggestion of 
such a position in either his pleadings or the 
evidence which was led on his behalf. It has 
been held, and it is admitted to be the law, 
that there is no inconsistency between a 
custom of descent by lineal primogeniture and 
the right of females to inherit. A rule ex- 
cluding females must be proved by those who 
allege it. In Mayne’s Hindu Law, 7th edition, 
at page 752, the learned author referring to a 
number of authorities writes: “when the 
property is impartible, as being a raj or 
ancient zemindari t of course it can only be held 
by one, and then the senior widow is entitled 
to hold it, subject to the rights of others to 
maintenance.” It is evidently this that the 
appellant had in his mind when he pleaded 
that in his family they had the custom of 
lineal primogeniture, but a custom which 
also excluded females. Had he the least 
intention of claiming on the ground that 

(10) 24 M. 562; 11 M. L. J. 191. 

(11) 28 M. 508; 2 C. L. J. 231; 10 C. W. N. 95; 15 
M. L. .f. 3 2; 2 A. L. J. 845; 7 Bom. L. R 907; 1 M. T,. 
T. 12; 32 I A. 261; 8 Si>r. P. C, J. 355 (P. C.). 


this was joint family property, it is beyond 
doubt that such a position, easy, if true, to 
establish, and hard to disprove, would have 
been prominently and unequivocally set up. 

Considering how the appellant has failed 
to prove, not only the total exclusion of 
females, but in particular the exclusion of 
widows in default of “direct heirs, and how 
the respondents have established certain 
undoubted instances to the oontrary it is 
unnecessary to discuss the oral evidence 
produoed by the respondents, which chiefly 
denied the existence of such a custom, by a 
reference to the instances the respondents 
indicated. 


If, therefore, it even be presumed, for argu- 
ment’s sake, that theappellant hasestablished 
the impartiality of this estate, I have no 
hesitation in finding that he has not es- 
tablished the existence of any custom by which 
widows are excluded: not only has he failed 
to do so, but the respondents have, to ray 
mind, succeeded in establishing the contrary. 
And this is sufficient for our purposes: it is 
not necessary for us to come to a definite 
finding as to the nature of this estate, whether 
it be a partible or an impartible estate. 

The appellant objected in his grounds of 
appeal that no finding had been had on the 
question of accretions, or of the personal 
property of Balbhaddar Singh, 

That question need not delay us long. It has 
been admitted for the respondents before us 
that any acquisitions made to this estate were 
made out of the income of the taluka, and that 
neither Lai Ram Kinkar Singh nor Thaku- 
rain Harnam Kuar had any private means or 
property, other than the property they received 
as talukdar. Section 2i deals with all the 
property and rot only with the “estate” of the 
talukdar who dies intestate. This law will 
control all the property, unless perhaps there 
has been a distinct intention shown that the 
succession to some or all of the recent acquisi- 
tions should be regulated in some other 
legitimate manner. It is not at all pretended 
that there was any intention to hold any of 
these subsequent acquisitions, whatever they 
be, separate from the parent property; and, 
therefore, there would be a presumption, as 
was held in Thakur Ishri Singh v. Thakur 

Baldeo Singh (12), and more recently in JanU 

(12) 10 C. 792; 11 I. A. 135; 8 Ind. Jur. 331; 4 Sar 

P. O. J. o28; Rafique and Jackson’s P. 0. No 79- 5 * 
Ind, Dec, (n. s,) 531, • < , 9 
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rershad S>n g h v. DwarU Pershud Singh (13). lower Court maintained. The respondents 
that the family property followed the law should have their costs. 

relating to the taluka. It had become, that Kanhaiya Lal, A. J. C. — The facts of this 
is to say, properly parcel of the talukdan oage are sufficiently stated in the judgment 

estate, and, therefore, the decision of the Judi- my learned colleague and need not be 

cial Committee in Maharajah Pertab Narain re p ea t e d here. The parties are Bisen Tha- 
S ingh v. Maharanee Subhao Kooer ,14) has , whose ancestor Rae Horn originally 


no application. 

I would hold, therefore, that, if any pro- 
perties in schedules 2 to 5 are subsequent 
accretions, they would be controlled by the 
family custom and the law of the taluka . 
There is not evidence upon which this Court 
could determine whether the specific proper- 
ties, attacked by respondents Nos. 2 to 7 as 
beingthe private propertiesof Babu Balbhaddar 
Singh, are such properties, or are held under 
the talukdar; nor in view of the decision of this 
Bench, is it necessary to oall fora finding on 
the point. 

There remains the question of the two sets 
of Pleaders’ fee allowed against the appellant. 
This ground of appeal was not argued before 
us in the opening speech for the appellant. 
The respondents Nos. 2 to 7 were interested 
to deny, and did deny, the appellant’s title. 
They alleged in common with respondent No. 
1 that the estate on her death would go to the 
reversioners, but they cnly were interested in 
the ultimate destination of the estate, re- 
spondent No. 1 being only interested in its 
retention in her hands. They could not risk, 
being defendants, having a finding as to 
primogeniture passed against them: and it 
was necessary for them to instruct Counsel 
independent of respondent No. 1. In the 
circumstances I think the Court was right in 
allowing two setfc of Pleaders’ fee to be shown 
in the decree. 

For the reasons set out above I find that 
succession to this estate is not governed by 
the sanad , and that no custom has been 
established by the appellant by which a widow 
is excluded from inheritance where there is 
no direct heir. Such a finding suffices for the 
disposal of the appeal. The appeal, therefore, 
should be dismissed and the decree of tl)8 

(13) 20 Incl. Cus. 73; 17 C. W. N. 1029; 14 M. L. T. 
110; 25 M. L. J. 34; (1913) M. W. N. 030; IS O. L. J. 
200; 11 A. L. J. 818; 15 Horn. L. U. 853; 10 O. C. 210; 
35 A. 391; 40 I. A. 170 (P. C.) 

(14) 3 C. 6*6; 4 I. A. 228; 1 0. h. R. 113; 3 Sur. P. 
C. J. 740; 3 Suth. P. C. J. *158; Knfu|uc and Jackson’s 
P. 0. No. 46; 1 Ind. J\u\ 079; 1 I ml. Pec. (n. s.) 983 

(P, C. , 


came from Majholi in the district of Gorakhpur. 

He succeeded to the Manakpur Estate by 
inheritance from the maternal grandfather, 
Raja Manik Chand, who is stated to have 
adopted him sometime in 1871 A. D. Raja 
Ragho Singh was the great grandson of Rae 
Horn. He had three sons Rae Askaran Singh, 
Rae Kashi Singh and Rae Khem Karan 
Singh. Rae Askaran Singh was the founder 
of the Kalakankar branch, whose descendant, 
Raja Hanwant Singh, was entered at No. 247 
in list I and No. Ill in list IT, appended to 
Act I of 1869. Rae Kashi Singh was the 
founder of the Panwansi or Dhingwas branoh. 
One of his successors was Thakurain Kablas 
Kuar, whose name was entered at No. 257 in 
list I and No. 119 in list II of the said Act. 
Her estate formed on her death the subject of 
contest between her daughter, Ranee Janki 
Koer, and a son by another daughter of hers, 
Brij Indar Bahadur fcingh, and two paternal 
kinsmen of her husband, the decision of wbioh 
will be found reported as Brij Indnr Bahadur 
Singh v. Ranee Janki Koer (3). Another 
successor of Rae Kashi Singh founded a 
separate taluka known as Dhangarb, which 
was entered in the name of his descendants, 
Sitla Bakbsh Singh and Shankar Singh, at 
No. 275 in list I and No. 24 in list IV of the 
said Aot, and was subsequently divided 
between them in the proportion of nine annas 
and seven annas respectively. Rae Khem 
Karan Singh was the founder of the Bhadri, 
Dahiawan, Sheikhpur Chauras and Kundrajit 
branches. The Bhadri Estate was entered in 
the name of Rae Jagat Bahadur Singh at No. 
254 of list I and No. 118 of list II; the Dahia- 
wan Estate wasentered in the name of Sbeodat 
Singh at No. 263 of list I and No. 122 
of list II; the Sheikhpur Chauras Estate 
was entered in the name of Dhaunkal 
Singh at No. 264 of list I and No. 123 
of list II; and the Kundrajit Estate was 
entered in the names of Thakurain Baij 
Nath Kuar, Chhatarpal Singh, Surajpal 
Singh and Chandarpal Singh at No. 259 of 
list I and No. 22 of list IV of the said Aot, 
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The sanad granted in respect of the 
Kundrajit Estate to the four persons afore- 
said was a primogeniture sanad. By a 
partition subsequently effected between them 
in 1280 Fasli, the Kundrajit Estate was 
Split up into 4 mahals. The dispute in the 
present case relates mainly to the mahal 
as Taluka Tajpur, allotted to the 
share of Chhatarpal Singh, who died on the 
19th October 1899, leaving a son, Lai Ram 
Kinkar Singh, who succeeded to his estate. 
In his lifetime Chhatarpal Singh executed 
a Will (Exhibit 2), in which he declared 
that according to the custom of his family 
•the succession to his estate was governed 
by the rule of primogeniture, and that he 
desired that his son Lai Ram Kinkar Singh 
should succeed to his estate and maintain 
the remaining members of the family. The 
.Will was executed on the 6th September 
lb99 and was registered, but as Chhatarpal 
Singh died on the 1 9th October 1899 within 
.three months of the execution of the Will, 
.it was ineffectual, except as a declaration 
; of custom, by reason of section 13 of Act 
;I of 1869. 

■; Lai Ram Kinkar Singh died on the 6th 
{October 1907, leaving a widow Musammat 
.Harnam Kuar, and a first cousin Badri 
.Narain Singh, in the senior line; and the 
main, question for consideration in this case 
is whether by virtue of section 23 of Act 
I of 1869, read with the primogeniture 
sanad granted to Chhatarpal Singh, or the 
custom of the family to which a reference 
was made by Chhatarpal Singh in his Will, 
Badri Narain Singh was entitled to the 
estate in preference to Musammat Harnam 
Kuar. The learned Subordinate Judge found 
in favour of the widow and dismissed the 
.claim. It is not disputed that Lai Lachh- 
man. r Singh was the owner of the Kundrajit 
Estate, and that Chhatarpal Singh, Surajpal 
Singh and Chandarpal Singh represented 
the heads of the junior branches of the 
fajnily. of Lai Ajudhia Bakhsh Singh, their 
common ancestor. On the death of Lai 
Ajudhia Bakhsh Singh, Thakurain Baij 
Nath Kuar claimed to have succeeded to 
his estate as his mother and managed to 
get her name entered in the sanad in respect 
of the Kundrajit Estate jointly with those 
nf Chhatarpal Singh, Surajpal Singh and 
Chandarpal Singh. It is not also disputed 


that a primogeniture sanad was granted to 
them in the form given at page 336 of 
Sykes’ Talukdari Law of Oudb, and that 
if section 23 of Act I of 1869 is control- 
led or regulated in this instance by the rule 
of succession laid down in the sa?iad t the 
plaintiff Badri Narain Singh is the person 
who would be entitled to the estate of Lai 
Ram Kinkar Singh in preference to Musam- 
mat Harnam Kuar. It is further conceded 
that the same would be the result, irrespec- 
tive of the sanad 1 if a family custom of lineal 
primogeniture, excluding widows from in- 
heritance, was established to prevail in the 
family to which Chhatarpal Singh belonged. 

As a primogeniture sanad was granted 
in this instance to Thakurain Baij Nath 
Kuar, Chhatarpal Singh and Chandrapal 
Singh, one would ordinarily have expected 
to find these persons entered in list II or 
list III of Act I of 1869, according as a 
custom of a single heir descent may have 
been found to prevail in their family or the 
rule of primogeniture was accepted by them. 
In a report submitted by the Tahsil officials 
on the 28th November 1858 (Exhibit 50) 
during the progress of the second Summary 
Settlement, it was stated that Taluka 
Kundrajit had never been divided, and in a 
list prepared on the 22nd December 1859 
(Exhibit 51), showing the custom followed 
in the family of talukdars , the Kundrajit 
Estate was similarly described as governed 
by the rule of primogeniture. The Settlement 
.Officer, however, adopted the course followed 
at the first Summary Settlement, to which 
.1 shall presently refer, and directed the 
settlement to be made with Thakurain Baij 
Nath Kuar and the heads of three remain- 
ing branches of the family of Ajudhia 
Bakhsh Singh, When a list was subse- 
quently prepared on the 13th March 1860 

(Exhibit A 15) under the order of the Chief 
Commissioner of Oadh, No. 7/217, dated the 
18th January I860, showing the persons 
who are willing to secure their landed pro- 
perty from being broken up by sub-division, 
their names were consequently omitted! 
though Chhatarpal Singh was till then pro- 
testing against the division of the estate. 

The primogeniture sanad signed by Sir 
Charles Wingfield, the then Chief Commis- 
sioner of Oudh, bears no date, but was 

delivered sometime in April 1869 (EJxhiljitg 


r 
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1, 5 and 6). On the passing of Act I of 
1869, the preparation of new lists or the 
revision of pre existing lists was started, and 
it is significant that in the list prepared 
at or about that time by three Tahsil officials 
of the Partabgarh District (Exhibit 7), show- 
ing the names of the persons in Tahsil Behar, 
whose estates according to the custom and 
usage prevailing in their families before the 
13th February 1856 devolved upon a single 
heir, the Kundrajit Estate along with the 
other estates belonging to the descendants of 
Rae Horn was shown as an estate, the de- 
volution of which was governed by the 
said custom. This list too bears no date 
but was obviously prepared after the sanad 
was granted, for against the Kundrajit Estate, 
it contains a note to the effect that the 
sanad relating to it had been granted by the 
Government to the four co-sharers mention- 
ed therein, and against the Dhangarh Estate 
there was a similar note stating that a 
talukdari patta was granted by the Govern- 
ment but on account of mutual disputes the 
sanad was returned and a private partition 
was effected, by which 9 annas were allot- 
ted to Sitla Bakhsh Singh and 7 annas to 

Shankar Singh. 

Both these estates were eventually re- 
moved from the proposed list II and entered 
in list IV as appended to Act 1 of i860, but 
for what reasons it is difficult to say. 
Paragraph 2 of Circular No. 15-643. issued 
by the Financial Commissioner of Oudh on 
the 27th January 1869, required that every 
sanad t ilukdar should be required to state 
in wri.ing whether he desired to enter list 
III ' or IV and every grantee should similar- 
ly r declare whether he elected for list. V or 
VI. The instructions issued by the Chief 
Commissioner of Oudh to the Financial Com- 
missioner, No. 158, dated the 19th January 
•1869, accompanying that circular emphasised 
that great care must be taken in ascer- 
taining the wishes of the persons whoso names 
were entered in the lists in regard to the 
list in whioh they desired their names should 
be entered, as names could only be chang- 
ed from one to the other to correct a bona 
fide error, and the election was final. It 
was also pointed out that if an estate, for 
which a sanad was gran tod, was held in 
shares, the name of each sharor was to be 
entered in the list, and joined by a bracket, 
and that the rest of the entry was to be 


one. It does not appear whether any ap- 
plication was made by Thakurain Baij Nath 
Kuar or any of her co-sharers in icntii \ q % 
as required by the above circular, desiring 
that their names may be entered in list IV, 
or whether the Deputy Commissioner or any 
of his superior officers removed their names 
from the proposed list II of their own sweet 
will. It is possible that they may have 
considered that the estate had degenerated 
into a pattidar tenure within the meaning 
of the Circular of the Chief Commissioner, 


No. dated the 18th January 1860, to 

whioh a reference is made in the letter of tb* 
Deputy Commissioner of Partabgarh, No. 207, 

dated the 13th March 1860 (Exhibit A 15). 

It is equally possible that the failure of 
Thakurain Baij Nath Kuar and her co- 
sharers to intimate their choice of the list 
may have led to the entry of their names, 
in the only list possible, namely list IV. One 
application, purporting to have been made by 
Thakurain Baij Nath Kuar on the 24th Sep- 
tember 1863 has been produced, wherein 
the said lady is described as haviug stated 
that the custom of her family was that the 
eldest son succeeded to the estate, and the 
younger brother got maintenance, and the 
taluhi remained undivided. But the origi- 
nal, of whioh a copy has been filed, was 
summoned and examined, and it was found 
that it was not signed by the lady or by any 
of her authorised agents. The lady was 
literate, and the application bears no order 
on it, and the possibility of somebody else 
having put in that application in the 
name of the lady cannot be lightly 
disregarded. No other application made 
by the other sun ad -holders, asking 

for the entry of their names in list IV, 
is forthcoming. The only application which 
Thakurain Baij Nath Kuar is shown to 
have really made was one on the 15th 
May 1869, in whioh she objected to the 
association of the names of Chhatfcrpal 
Singh, Surajpal Singh and Chandarpal 
Singh in the list of talukdars along with 
her on the ground that they were not her 
co-sharers and were only entitled to main* 
tenar.ee. If no application was made in 
writing by any of the sanad' holders, ex- 
pressing their selection of the list,^ the 
only list to whioh they could he assigned 
was. as 1 hay© said, the residuary list, anti 
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the entry in list IV has, therefore, no 
greater bearing on the question of par- 
tibility than section 23 itself. 

The explanation given by the learned 
Counsel for the plaintiff-appellant is that 
the choice of list 1Y was deliberately 
made, inasmuch as the sanad -holders did not 
desire that their estates should be governed 
by the special rule laid down in section 
22 of Act I of 1869, which differed in 
many respects from the oustom which 
Chhatarpal Singh said had prevailed in his 
family. The explanation is ingenious but 
hardly probable, for no application purport- 
ing to have been made by the sanad - 
holders is either available or forthcoming. 
Whatever the true reason may have been, 
a seeming inconsistency would thus be created 
between the rule of succession laid down 
in the sanad and the effect of the entry of 
the names of the said persons in list 1Y, if the 
interpretation suggested by the Counsel for 
the defendante-respondents be accepted. 

That a family custom of impartibility 
can be established in respect of an estate 
entered in list IY, is a matter which 
hardly requires any argument, for a custom 
of impartibility is not outside the scope 
of the ordinary law. And if a custom 
of impartibility can be established in 
respect of an estate in list IV, a rule of 
impartibility or primogeniture, imposed by 
the sanad t cannot similarly be deemed to 
be outside the scope of the ordinary law. 

The Kundrajit Estate was managed on 
behalf of Lai Lachhman Singh prior to 
the annexation of Oudh by his mother 
Thakurain Baij Nath Kuar in consequence 
of his minority. On the death of Lai 
Laohhman Singh, Thakurain Baij Nath 
Kuar continued in possession of the estate 
till 1263 Fasli y when Chhatarpal Singh 
managed to secure a qabuliyatiov himself. 
His right to execute a qabuliyat was, 
however, contested at the first Summary 
Settlement, and by an order of Mr. 
Goldney, the Settlement Commissioner, it 
was directed that settlement shall be made 
with Thakurain Baij Nath Kuar to the 
extent of 4 annas and with Chhatarpal 
Singh, Sura j pal Singh and Chandarpal 
Singh, representing the other three branches 
of Ajudhia Bakhsh Singh, to the extent 
of 12 annas, Chhatarpal Singh at that 


time undertook to arrange for the main- 
tenance of Surajpal Singh and Chandarpal 
Singh, and he apparently continued in 
possession of the 12 annas share. After 
the Mutiny at the second Summary Settle- 
ment, Chhatarpal Singh managed to get 
an order passed in his favour, directing 
that the settlement should be made with 
him (Exhibit 28); but before that order 
was carried out, Thakurain Baij Nath 
Kuar effectively raised an objection to that 
proceeding and succeeded in getting the 
settlement made in favour of her and 
Chhatarpal Singh, Surajpal Singh and 
Chandarpal Singh jointly (Exhibits 26 and 

31) . Chhatarpal Singh made various efforts 
to get the settlement made exclusively 
with him, asserting that according to the 
custom of the family he was exclusively 
entitled to the estate (Exhibits 19 and 

32) , but his objections were overruled. 

Captain McAndrew, the Officiating Deputy 

Commissioner of Partabgarh, subsequently 

tried to re-open the matter on the strength 

of a statement, prepared by the officials 

of Tahsil Behar in accordance with the 

Circular Letter of the Chief Commissioner 
143 

No. 2281 ^ the 11th October 1859, in 

which the oustom of impartibility of the 
Kundrajit Estate and the adoption of 
Chhatarpal Singh by Thakurain Baij Nath 
Kuar were recognised (Exhibit 51), and 
sent a letter to the Superintendent and 
Commissioner, Baiswara Division, on the 
25th September I860 (Exhibit 23), recom- 
mending that the settlement, directed in 
the letter of the Special Commissioner, 
should be re-considered, as its effect was 
virtually to make a co- parcenary zemindari 
of the estate. The result of the corre- 
spondence which ensued, however, was that 
the Chief Commissioner refused to re-open 
the matter or to declare that the Thakurain 
was the sole owner of the taluka for her 
life; and sanads were accordingly directed 
to be issued in the names of all the four 
persons jointly (Exhibit D 222.) 

The grant of the sanad to four persons 
did not, however, necessarily make the 
estate partible, except as between the 
persons to whom the grant was made; for 
the sanad provided that it was a condition 
of the grant that in the event of sanad - 
holders dying intestate, or of any of their 
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-successors dying intestate, the estate shall 
descend to the nearest male heir according 
to the rule of primogeniture. The inten- 
tion of the Government in granting the 
aanad obviously was that the estate in the 
hands of each of the sanad - holders would be an 
impartible estate, descending by primoge- 
niture on the nearest male heir. The entry 
of the estate in list IV would not similarly 
make the estate partible, because lists II 
and III did not necessarily exhaust the 
estates which were impartible either by 
oustom or grant. List If contained the 
names of persons, in whose family a custom 
of a single heir descent was then ascertained 
to exist, but did not necessarily exhaust 
them. List III similarly contained the 
names of persons the succession to whose 
estates was by choice governed by the rule 
of primogeniture, but did not exhaust estates 
which were impartible otherwise. 

Section 10 of the Oudh Estates Act I 
of 1869 raises a conclusive presumption 
that the persons, entered in the lists, were 
talukdars or grantees of the kind described 
in those lists, but it raises no presump- 
tion as to what the ordinary law includes 
or excludes. Had the names of Thakurain 
Baij Nath Kuar, Chhatarpal Singh, Surnjpal 
Singh and Chandarpal Singh, who had 
accepted a primogeniture sanad (Exhibit 1', 
been entered in list III, as they should have 
been, a conclusive presumption would have 
attached to their estate, showing that its 
devolution was governed by the rule of 
primogeniture. But the omission or failure 
to enter them in list III did not imply that 
.their estate was partible, for list IV was 
only a residuary list of the tahi l dars not 
entered in the preceding lists II and III, 
and the effect of their relegation to the 
general list IV was that they were deprived 
of the benefit of the conclusive presumption 
which would have otherwise attached to their 
estate, and were liable to bo placed on their 
proof, in case they wanted to establish im- 
partibility either by a family custom or by 
a condition of the grant. 

For the purposes of succession, the taluk- 
dars were divided into two main sub divi- 
sions, namely, those whose succession was 
governed by section 22 and those whose 
succession was governed by the ordinary law 
of the tribe or religion to which they 


belonged. The object of the lists was not 
to lay down any rule of succession, but 
merely to classify the talukdars and grantees 
for purposes of succession according to the 
information which was then available to the 
Government or brought to its notice. The 
difference between lists II and III and list 
IV i3 represented by the difference between 
the special rule of succession laid down in 
section 22, and the protection of the ordi- 
nary law, prescribed by section 23, or the 
difference between a conclusive presumption 
and the necessity of positive proof, where 
the question of impartiality is at issue. 

The meaning of the words “ ordinary, law'' 
has been the subject of much discussion in 
this case. It could not merely imply the 
personal law of the intestate’s tribe and 
religion, because the personal law applicable 
to Hindus and Muhammadans has, in many 
instances, been modified and is controlled 
by the Indian Statutes. In the case of 
Hindus, for instance, the personal law of 
Hindus is controlled and governed in some 
respects by the Caste Disabilities Removal 
Act (XXI of 1850), the Hindu Widows’ 
Remarriage Act (XV of 185b), the Hindu 
Wills Act (XXI of 1870) and the provisions 
of the Transfer of Property Act (IV of 18S2) 
and the Crown Grants Act (XV of 1895), 
wherever they are applicable. In the case 
of Muhammadans the provisions of the Mu- 
hammadan Law are similarly controlled 
and governed in some respects by the 
Transfer of Property Act (IV of lbb2), 
wherever they are applicable. It oannot, 
therefore, be said that a reference to the 
“ordinary law” in section 23 is merely 

meant to imply the personal law, uncontrolled 
by custom or acts of the Indian Legislature. 
As pointed out by Lord Hobhouse in a case of 
list II, the effect of the 11th sub-section of sec- 
tion 22 is simply to refer the partiesto the law 
which would govern the descent of the pro- 
perty when the special provisions of the Act 
are exhausted, and such ordinary law would 
include custom [ Bhai Xanndar Bahadur 
Singh v. Achal Bam (15 )]. In Parbati 
Kunwar v. Chandarpal Kunwar (1)» Lord 
Collins applied the same rule to a case of 
list IV, governed by section 23, In other 

(i;») 20 0. 1U0; 20 l. A. 77: 6 Sar. P. 0. J. 810; 17 
lml. J nr. 810; Hatique and dnokson's P. C. No. 1$$ 
10 lml. Poe. (n. s.) 488 (P. C 
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words, when the special rules of succession 
laid down in section 22 are exhausted, and 
section 22, clause (11), is reached, or when 
section 23 is applicable, the situation govern- 
ing the succession has to be found apart from 
the Statute, that is in the ordinary law 
applicable, as if Act I of 1869 had not been 
passed. That ordinary law would include 
not only custom but also a sanad , where the 
sanad contains a rule of succession, which is 
enforceable by Statute. In Debt Bakhsh Singh 
v. Chandrabhan Singh (4), where a question 
arose as to the right of certain persons to 
succeed to an estate entered in list V under 
section 22, clause (11), of Act 1 of 1869, 
their Lordships of the Privy Council, after 
pointing out that section 22, in so far as it 
described, in the first ten of its sub-sections, 
the specific order of heir9, preferred to the 
succession, must have force given to it to the 
effect of standing as a statutory substitute 
for any line of succession, which might have 
been set forth in the sanad, observed: — “When 
sub-section 11 — a sub-section which comes at 
the close of the long list of specific stages of 
prescribed succession — sets up the rule that 
in default of any one taking under the pre- 
vious sub-sections, there should be preferred 
'such persons as would have been entitled to 
suoceed to the estate under the ordinary law, 
to which persons of the religion and tribe of 
such ialukdar or grantee, heir or legatee 
are subject*. Their Lordships do not see their 
way to hold that this is anything less than a 
general relegation of parties to the situation 
in which they would have been found apart 
from the Statute.” They then went on to say 
that the situation was found in the sanad 
itself, and that while, as had been said, the 
specific rule of succession in Act I of i 869 
must be held to displace it, the general 
reference to what was not covered by those 
specific rules must include a reference to the 
rights of the parties, as contained in the 
sanad , which was the original title to the 
property. They adverted also to the refer- 
ence to the sanad in lists II and V of section 
8 of Act I of 1869, but were content to treat 
it either as an affirmance or by way of 
narrative of the sanad itself. Their Lord- 
ships further emphasised that observation by 
referring to seotion 23 and pointed out that 
the result reached was the same, and that 
the declaration contained in list V of seotion 
8 and the condition of the sanad , being part 


of the original title to the property, formed 
an essential part of that regulation of the 
ordinary law of the religion and tribe, and 
would have been respected accordingly. 
Section 23 does not, it is true, refer to the 
sanad , but refers to the ordinary law, which 
would, however, include the family custom, 
if any, and. the sanad , where the sanad 
contains a rule of succession, enforceable by 
Statute. In any event, the entry in list IV 
does not involve any variation of or statutory 
substitute for the line of succession laid 
down in the sanad , and if it involves no 
variation, the ordinary law applies, and the 
sanad would have as much force, as if the 
special rule of succession laid down in Act I 
of 1869 had not been enacted. 

Act XV of 1895 was enacted to remove 
doubts as to the power of the Crown to 
impose limitations and restrictions upon the 
grants and other transfers of land, made by 
it or under its authority, and seotion 3 of that 
Act declared that all previous restrictions, 
conditions and limitations, contained in any 
such grant or transfer as aforesaid, shall be 
valid and take effect according to their tenor, 
any rule of law, Statute or enactment of the 
Legislature to the contrary notwithstanding. 
In Sheo Singh v. Raghubans Kunwar (16) 
effect was given to the rule of succession, 
laid down in the sanad , in respect of an 
estate enteiedin list II; and except where 
the rule of succession, laid down therein, 
is definitely superseded by a family custom or 
a later Act of the Legislature, effect must 
still be given to it in regard to the estate 
comprised therein. 

It is contended, however, on behalf of the 
defendants respondents that Aot 1 of 1869 
wholly superseded the sanad ; and reliance 
is placed in support of that proposition on 
the decision in Brij Indar Bahadur Singh v. 
Ranee Janki Koer (3). In that case the 
estate of a female, entered in list II, was the 
subject of contest between her daughter on 
the one hand and a grandson by another 
daughter and certain paternal kinsmen of 
her husband on the other, and the contention 
urged on behalf of the persons who denied 
the right of the daughter was that the estate 
intended to be conferred on Thakurain 
Kablas Kuar was a life-estate, and that in any 

(16) 27 A. 634; 15 M. L. J. 352; 8 O. C. 317- 9 C W 
N. 1009; 2 C. L. J. 194; 32 I. A. 203 (|\ C.), 



572 


INDIAN OASES. 


[1917 


BADRI NARAIN SINGH V. THAKDRAIN HARNAM KUAR. 


©vent, even if it was her stridhan , her 
daughter was excluded from it by virtue of 
her sex and under the terras of the sanad. 
A custom, excluding females from succession, 
was also set up but was not established. 
Their Lordships found that the sanad con- 
ferred and intended to confer a full pro- 
prietary and transferable right in the estate 
upon Thakurain Kablas Kuar and her male 
heirs according to the law of primogeniture, 
but “as regards the succession, the limita- 
tion in the sanad was wholly superseded by 
Act I of 1869 and that the rights of the 
parties, claiming by descent, must, therefore, 
be governed by the provisions of section 22 
of that Act.” As the contending parties 
were claiming in that case a right to succeed 
to the estate under section 22, clause (11), the 
interpretation of section 2d of Act I of 1869 
was not then in issue. In the Secretary of State 
v. Moment (17) and T)ebi Bakhsh 
Singh v. Chandrabhan Singh (4) and in the 
more recent case of Murtaza Husain Khan v. 
Mohammad Yasin Ali Khan (5), their Lord- 
ships of the Privy Council pointed out the 
desirability of not treating the decision in a 
case as an authority for what, apart from the 
particular facts of that case, was not raised 
or discussed therein. In none of the oases, 
in which the decision in Brij Indar Bahadur 
Singh v. Ranee Janki Koer \ 8) was followed 
excepting that of Musammat Parbati Kuar 
V. Rani Chandrapal Kuar (2), in which the 
question raised wa9 one of revival, not of 
survival, and tiie supersession of the sanad 
by list IV was taken for granted, any ques- 
tion under section 23 was raised, involved or 
discussed; and while it is true that the special 
rale of succession laid down in section 22 
supersedes the rule of succession, laid down 
in the sanad, so far as it goes, there doe9 not 
appear to be any warrant for the assertion 
that section 23 serves the same purpose, 
because no positive rule of succession, des- 
tructive of the sanad , is laid down therein. 
In matters of succession, Act I of 1869 
supersedes the sanad , as far as that Act lays 
down a special rule of succession, hut where 
the Act itself says, as when clause (11) of 


(17) 18 Ind. Cas. 22; 11 A. L. .1. -ID; C, Pur. L. T. 1 ; 
13 M. L. T. 53; 17 C. W. N. 109; (1913) M. W. N. 45 : 
15 Horn. L. R. 27; 17 0. L. J. 194. 21 M. L. J. 459; 40 
0. 391; 7 L. B. K. 10; 40 1. A. 4s . ]\ 0.). 


section 22 is reached or in a case under 
sections 23, 30 or 31, that the succession 
shall be governed by the ordinary law 
of the tribe or religion to which the 
intestate belonged, the search of the heir 
according to the ordinary law must be made 
outside the Act or, as Lord Shaw has put it, 
in the situation apart from the Statute, that 
is, as if Act I of 1869 had not been passed. 

The Bill to provide for the succession to 
and the rights in respect of certain talukas 
and granted estates in Oudh, as originally 
introduced by Lord Canning, contained in 
section 4 rules regulating the devolution of 
estates according to the law of primogeniture 
in cases where, owing to a pre-existing 
custom, the law of primogeniture had pre- 
vailed, from former years, or where a sanad 
or grant had been given, declaring that 
succession to the estate, comprised therein, 
shall thereafter be regulated by that law. In 
regard to all other estates the provision made 
by that Bill in section 5 was that succession 
to all talukas and granted estates in Oudh 
other than those meotioned in the preceding 
section, would iu oases of intestacy continue 
to be regulated by the general or local 
law applicable to such talukas or estates, 
as if the Act had not been passed. In 
explaining the provisions of that Bill at 
the time of introducing it, Lord Canning 
observed that after the grants had been 
made and by a subsequent order of the Gov- 
ernor-General the principle of succession 
by the rule of primogeniture in respeot both 
of the talukas which had been restored and 
of estates newly granted was introduced. 
The principle was affirmed but was not 
accompanied by any details. But being an 
Act of the (invernmont of India, he believed 
that there could be no doubt of its having 
the full force of law. The present Bill, 
therefore, would only declare the prificiple 
more formally and provide in detail for the 
manner in which the rule of primogeniture 
should take effect. It would provide that 
in case of intestacy, the estate or talnka 
should go to the natural born heir, that is, 
to the eldest son; after failing such heir it 
should go to an heir by adoption; and failing 
an adopted heir, to tho nearest collateral 
heir; in default of all these it would provide 
that the estate should go to the widow for 
her life and $t her death to such son, as sho 
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might adopt according to the custom of her 
family; and lastly if all these should fail, 
that the estate should pass to such persons 
as would inherit, if this Act were not made 
law. (Oudh Papers for 1865, page 92.) In 
cases of ambiguity in the provisions of any 
enactment, as in the case of ancient docu- 
ments, the highest Courts have invariably 
allowed the historical examination of the 
circumstances, leading to the particular en- 
actment or provision [/n re Leavesley (18) 
and Hilder v. Dexter (19)], and if, as 
stated by Lord Canning, the object of section 
5 of his Bill, which now represents in another 
form the provisions of section 23, was to leave 
the person concerned to the operation of the 
ordinary law, the necessary implication is 
that that ordinary law was to be ascertained 
and applied, as if that Act had not been 
passed. 

It is next urged that the object of Act I 
of 1869 was no other than to regulate the 
course of succession and to supersede the rule 
relating thereto laid down in the sanad . 
This is unquestionably true, where the Act 
lays down a special rule of succession, differ- 
ent from that laid down in the sanad , but 
could the same have been intended, where 
the Act merely says that the succession to 
the remaining, estates shall be governed by 
the ordinary law? It is suggested that the 
preamble to Act 1 of 1S69 indicates such 
an intention. A preamble is a key to open 
the meaning of the makers of the Act and 
the mischief it was intended to remedy 
\_Salkeld v. Johnston (20)]; but it cannot 
control or cut down the express provisions 
of the Act itself [ Sutton v. Sutton (21).] 
The preamble in this case, after referring 
to the grant of proprietary rights in diverse 
estates under certain conditions by the British 
Government, goes on to say that, whereas 
doubts may arise as to the nature of the 
rights of the txluklars or grantees in such 


(18) (1891) 2 Ch. 1 at p. 8; 60 L. J. Ch. 3S5; 64 
b. T. 269; 39 W. R. 276. 

.(19) (1902) A. C. 474; 71 L. J. Ch. 781; 87 L. T. 
311; 51 W. R. 225; 7 Com. Cas. 258; 9 Manson 378; 
18 T. L. R. 800. 

(2j) (184!) 11 L. J. Ch. 201; 1 Hare 196; 66 E. R. 
1004; 58 R. R. 60. 

(21) (1853) 22 Ch. D. 511; 52 h. J. Ch- 333; 48 L. 
T. 95; 31 W. R. 369. 


estates and the course of succession thereto, 
it was expedient to prevent such doubts 
and to regulate such course, and to provide 
for some other matters connected therewith. 

A perusal of the correspondence which 
preceded the passing of Act I of 1869 shows 
that the doubts related both to the validity 
of the orders of the executive Government, 
conferring a permanent, heritable and trans- 
ferable right in the estates granted, burdened 
with certain conditions, and to the order of 
succession which was to govern their devo- 
lution according to the rule of primogeniture 
laid down in the sanad or according to the 
custom or personal law. In regard to the 
former, legal opinion was taken as to the 
operation of section 65 of the Indian Coun- 
cils Act, 186I,on the orders and directions 
of the Chief Commissioner of Oudh and the 
Government of India (Oudh Papers for 1865, 
page 143); and as regards the latter, para- 
graph 136 of the Oudh Administration 
Report for 1860-61 stated: “Several cases of 
succession have already occurred. In one of 
these the gaddi had always existed in the 
family of the deceased talukdar , who died 
intestate and without progeny. It was 
found that it was a rule of the family, that in 
such a case the estate went to the widow, who 
could adopt any member of the clan with the 
consent of the brotherhood. The Chief Com- 
missioner, however, ruled that the law of 
primogeniture must, under the Governor- 
General’s instructions, be enforced; that by 
the law the succession of a female is not 
recognised, and that the estate must descend 
to the nearest male heir, who in the case 
in point was the father of the deceased, he 
having succeeded by adoption. The present 
Officiating Chief Commissioner being doubtful 
whether His Excellency intended to set 
aside local customs in families in which 
the gaddi had always existed, and substitute 
in their place the strict rule of primogeni- 
ture, has referred for further orders.” 
( Ibid , page 34). 

Though designed to remove doubts and 
regulate the oourse of succession, the Act did 
not, however, regulate the course of succes- 
sion, except in regard to certain estates 
and to a certain extent, for in section 22, 
clause (11), and sections 23, 30 and 31 
recourse was left to be had to the ordinary 
law to which the members of the intestate’s 
tribe and religion were subject. 
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Sections 3 and 6 are similarly relied on in 
proof of the supersession of the sanad , 
but these sections, instead of superseding 
the sanad , only go to affirm it. The sanad 
is specifically referred to in sections 3, 6 
and 8 and indirectly referred to in sections 
4, 5 and 11. Sections 3 and 11 expressly 
declare that every talukdar holding an 
estate shall be deemed to have a permanent, 
heritable and transferable right therein 
subject to all the conditions contained in the 
sanad under which the estate was conferred 
by the British Government. In Brij Indar 
Bahadur Singh v. Ranee Janki Roer (3) the 
conditions referred to in section 3 have been 
taken to imply the conditions of loyalty, 
good service and the like, and that would 
unquestionably be the case where the pro- 
perty in dispute appertains to lists II, III 
or V, for the rule of succession laid down 
in the sanad is superseded pro tanto by the 
special rules of succession prescribed by 
section 22 of the Act. Their Lordships 
there observed that the positive limitations 
contained in section 22 were not in any way 
controlled by the general provisions of 
section 3; and the same might be said in 
regard to the language used in section 11, 
where lists If, III and V are concerned- 
But in the case of the other lists, which 
are not governed by any positive limitations 
such as those contained in section 22, it 
might well be doubted whether their Lord- 
ships intended that the remaining conditions 
of the sanad were to be entirely superseded 
or treated as a dead letter. The situation 
created by sections 3, land 21 of the U. 
P. Amending Act (III of 1910) has no 
relevancy, because that Act does not apply 
so as to disturb vested rights. As pointed 
out by Lord Haldane in Kreglinger v. Xew 
Patagoni t Meat and Cold Storage Co. (22), 
a precedent is of value on account of the 
principle it embodies or the light it 
throws on its determination. But if that 
decision is applied to other cases, regardless 
of the particular facts under which it was 
arrived at, the situation readied may lead to 
complicated results. 

Section 1 of the Bill, introduced by Lord 
Canning to regulato tho succession to 
talukdari estates, provided that the talukdar 


OAR. 

with whom the Summary Settlement had 
been made or to whom an estate had been 
granted had a right to transfer the estate to 
any person he liked subjeot, however, to 
all conditions of service expressed in the grant 
or order under which such taluka or estate 
is held and saving all subordinate rights 
of occupancy or otherwise in such taluka 
or estate” (Oudh papers for 1865, page 88). 
By Act I of 1869, the proviso was extended 
to all the conditions affecting the talukdars 
contained in the orders of the 10th and 
19th October 1859, appended to the Act, and 
to all the conditions contained in the sanad 
under which the estate was held; and Mr. 
Straohey, who introduced the Bill which 
subsequently became law, in discussing the 
provisions of section 3 said: It will be 

observed that there is an important change 
at the end of section 3. As the Bill original- 
ly stood, it provided that the estate should 
be held subject to all the conditions affecting 
it in the form of sanad , contained in the 
orders passed by the Governor* General of 
India on the 10th and 19th of October and 
re* published in the schedule of the Bill. 
It was subsequently pointed out that all 
the sanads are not in that form, but that 
several other forms had for some reason 
or other been adopted. As it would be 
evidently inadvisable to invalidate those 
sanads, it was thought proper to insert 
words ‘subject to the conditions under 
which the estate was held’, and the form 
of sanad has consequently bsen omitted from 
the schedule” (Proceedings of the Council of 
the Governor-General for 1S6J, page 19). The 
opinion then expressed by Mr. Straohey in 
explaining the provision is, as pointed out by 
their Lordships of the Privy Council in 
Administrator- General of Bengal v. Prtmlal 
Midlick (23), of no great value, except for the 
purpose of indicating the history of the 
changes that were made from time to time 
while the Bill was under consideration, 
(llalsbury’s laws of Kngland, Vol. 27, page 
141). It cannot, however, be disputed 
both from what Lord Canning said, and 
what Mr. Strachey reiterated, that the object 
of Act I of l So 9 was not so much to do 
away with the sanad as to explain aud 


(22) ( 1914) A. C. 25 nl pp. 39, 40; S3 L. .1. Cli. 79; 
109 l. T. 802; 58 S. J. 97; 30 T. L. K. 114. 


(23) 22 0. 788; 22 l. A. Iu7; 6 Sar. l\ C. J. 603; 11 
1ml. Dec. (n. y.) 022. 
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extend the rule of primogeniture laid down 
therein, and to give another opportunity to 
those who had not previously taken pri- 
mogeniture sanads to make a final selec- 
tion of the list. It was open to the Legisla- 
ture to modify or supersede the rule of 
succession, laid down in the sanad, but such 
an intention ought to be clear and manifest. 
Sections 6 and 22 bear evidence of a 
manifest intention to supersede the sanad, 
so far as they go, but there are no other 
sections, from which such an intention can 
be inferred or deduced. Section 23 con- 
tains no positive rule of succession, and 
merely leaves the persons entered in list 
IV to the protection of the ordinary law. 
Having regard to the manner in which the 
lists were prepared, lists II and III cannot 
be deemed to have exhausted the cases of 
impartiality, for as the Chief Commissioner of 
Oudh observed in paragraph 9 of his letter 
of. the 13th August 1863, there were within 
his knowledge 12 well-known gaddi families 
w.bich did not agree to change their old 
sanads and take primogeniture sanads in 
return (Oudh Papers for 1865, page 97). 
The sanads represent the root of the title, 
and must be given force, unless superseded by 
custom or some positive Act of the Legisla- 
ture. Section 23 of Act I of 1869 is not 
such an A ct, fo^ it suggests the search for 
an heir outside the,'. Act by reference to 
such other laws, including a sanad or custom, 
ps might be applicable to the estate. 
The ordinary law, referred to in section 22, 
clause 11, and section 23, must, therefore, 
be deemed to be the law as restricted, 
controlled or qualified by custom or by the 
conditions of the grant, if any, and succes- 
sion must be determined accordingly. 

The evidence afforded by the histories, 
filed by the different members of the branch, 
to which Chhatarpal Singh belonged, 
including that by Chhatarpal Singh himself, 
when read with the other evidence adduced 
in the case, establishes that the custom of 
a single heir descent prevailed in the family 
from the time of Rae Horn. There were 
no occasions during the early period of the 
history of the family, when none but a 
widow was available, except one referred 
to in the history filed by Jagat Bahadur 
Sing-h ^(Exhibit 49); but it is not clear 
whether in that case, the family was joint 
or separate, for in a joint family a brother 


Subhao 
on her 
widow, 


would generally be preferred to a widow. 
The subsequent instances, which have, how- 
ever, occurred in the branch of Ajudhia 
Bakhsh Singh, leave no room for doubt 
that widows have succeeded to the exclu- 
sion of brothers or nephews On the death of 
Mahpal Singh, his senior widow, Musammat 

Kuar, succeeded to the estate and 
death the estate went to his junior 
Musammat Kablas Kuar. On the 
death of Musammat Kablas Kuar, the pro- 
perty went to her daughter, Musammat 
Janki Kuar, though a son of another 
daughter of hers and some paternal kins- 
men of her husband were alive. On the 
death of Surajpal Singh, his widow, Musam- 
mat Raghubans Kuar, succeeded to the estate 
to the exclusion of Raghuraj Singh, the 
brother of Surajpal Singh, and Partab Singh, 
another male member of the family. On the 
death of Musammat Raghubans Kuar, Bal- 
bhaddar Singh sued for possession of a one- 
fourth share of that estate, but was 
unsuccessful. The finding of their Lordships 
of, the Privy Council in Har . Shankar 
Partab Singh v. Lai Raghuraj Singh (9) 
was that Musammat Baij Nath Kuar had 
succeeded as a widow and that the pro- 
perty of her husband devolved on her 
death on Raghuraj Singh. Indarpal Singh 
and Ranbir Singh, twp of the witnesses of the 
plaintiff, admit in their evidence that 
females succeed to the inheritance, in certain 
circumstances, and though that f£ct is now 
denied by the plaintiff, it is clear from 
his statement (Exhibit A 39) that " the 
entry of the name of the defendant-appel- 
lant was made with his consent. The 
succession of Thakurain Baij Nath Kuar 
on the death of her son, Lai Laohhman 
Singh, and those of Musammat Raghubans 
Kuar and Musammat Sanath Kuar on the 
death of Surajpal Singh (Exhibit A 28) 
and Araar Nath Singh (Exhibit 49) 
respectively similarly indicate that a widow 
or mother was not necessarily excluded 
by reason of her sex, though the estate 
might be impartible. My learned colleague 
has discussed the evidence adduced on the 
point in considerable detail, and it is, 
therefore, not necessary to refer to it here 
at any greater length. In the Will, execut- 
ed by Chhatarpal Singh (Exhibit 2), a 
reference is made to a custom by which 
the estate devulved on the eldest son, and 
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the junior sons were only entitled to mainten- 
ance, and a practical instance in which 
effect was given to that custom is found 
in the proceedings which resulted in Sumer 
Singh getting some property from his brother 
Chandarpal Singh in lieu of his maintenance 
(Exhibits 15, 16 and 81). 

The effect of the primogeniture sanad 
was to give a new title to the grantees, 
unfettered and unrestricted by any previous 
conditions, but in spite of that grant the 
old custom was preserved by the family 
and maintained. It continued in full force 
and was given effect on all occasions on 
which succession opened out on the death 
of any male member of the family, and 
not one instance has been cited, showing 
that a particular kinsman was successful 
in dislodging a widow from succeeding to the 
estate by reason of her sex. The conclusion, 
which can be drawn from the above circum- 
stances, is obviously one in favour of the claim 
of a widow succeeding to the estate, although 
the devolution thereof was governed by a 
custom of a single heir descent. With the 
exception of two branches of the family, 
all the other branches of the family 
of Rae Horn are admittedly entered in 
list II and have been following the custom 
of impartiality. The primogeniture sanad 
granted to Chhatarpal Singh also imposed 
impartibility on the estate, and in the 
absence of evidence to show that the custom 
was one of pure lineal primogeniture, as 
alleged in the plaint, and that a widow was 
excludeid from inheritance, the plaintiff 
is not entitled to oust her from the estate. 

The conflict between the rule of succes- 
sion, laid down in the sanad, and the custom 
of the family creates another position of 
some difficulty. Under section .‘1, clause (/>), 
of the Oudh Laws Act (XVIII of 1876) pre- 
dominance is given to custom in matters of 
succession, unless it has been expressly 
altered or abolished by that or any other 
enactment or declared to be void by any 
competent authority. The custom of the 
family will, therefore, govern the succession 
in preference to any rule laid down in the 
sanad , for that rule is as much capable of 
being superseded by a positive enactment 
of the Legislature as by custom. 

With regard to the properties entered in 
Schedules U to V appended to the written 


tl9lf 


statement, it is not disputed that they were 
acquired partly by Chhaiarpal Singh and 
partly by Ram Kinkar Singh from the 
income of the estate comprised in the sanad . 
It is not shown that they had any other 
sources of income. The custom of the 
family would govern their devolution as 
much as that of the property comprised in 
the sanad . It is not necessary to determine 
whether the sanad will apply to them or 
not. No arguments have been addressed 
to us in regard to the personal property 
claimed by defendants Nos. 2 to 7. 

Defendants Nos 2 to 7 claim reversionary 
rights in the estate. Their rights are not 
identical with those of defendant No. 1 
and there is no reason why, if they have 
been dragged into the case, their costs 
should be treated as having merged in those 
of defendant No. 1. The contingency of 
the plaintiff or any of those defendants 
succeeding on the death of Musammat 
llarnam Kuar is still uncertain. 

For the above reasons I agree in dismissing 
the appeal with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Appeal from Original Decree No. 31 

op 19C7. 


February 16, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Beaohoroft and 
Mr. Justice Walmsley. 

In re SRIMOTI PRASANNA MOYEE 
B ASU — Applicant — Appellant. 

In the matter of the Will of KR1TANTA 

KUMAR BOSE. 

Probate, yea nt of, delay in — Court Fees Act {VII of 
LS70), ns. 10 (II ) U), 19 (/) — Motion of Collector, 
delay in, effect of. 

Tlio grant of Probate to a petitioner, who has 
tiled the valuation required l»y section 19 (l) of the 
Court Fees Act and has also paid the Court-fee 
requisite under that section, cannot bo delay od on 
account of the Collector’s omission in making a 
motion under section 19 (U), sub-section (4), of the 
Court Fees Act. [p. 577, col. 2.] 

Appeal against the decree of the District 


Deligate, first Court, 24-Pergannahs, dated 
the 30th January 1917. 

FACTS. — In this matter Srimati Prasanna 
M oyi Basu, executrix to the Will of the late 
Babu Kritanta Kumar Basu, made an applioa* 
tion for probate in the Court of the Distrust 
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Delegate of 24 Pergannahs. The application 
was made on 3rd May 1916, and Probate 
was ordered to be granted on 2bth July 
1916 and the affidavit as to valuation was 
sent to the Collector of 24-Pergannahs on 
29th June 1916; but the Collector made 
delay in sending his reports as to the valua- 
tion. 

Thereafter an application was made under 
section 19 I of the Court Fees Act, praying 
for issue of Probate on the valuation made 
by the petitioners on which proper duty had 
already been paid. The District Delegate 
rejected the application recording the follow- 
ing order: — 

“Collector has not as yet sent his report. 
The applicant prays for the issue of a certi- 
ficate at once under sub-section (2), section 
19-1 of the Court Fees Act, but in this case 
there is no motion by the Collector under 
section 19 H, sub section (4). I do not find 
any provision to issue a certificate pending 
enquiry by the Collector regarding the valua- 
tion. Prayer rejected.” 

Against this order the petitioner preferred 
an appeal to the High Court. 

Babu Bipin Behary Ghose (with him Baba 
Bipin Chandra Bose\ for the Appellant, 
read sections 19 H, 19 I and 19 J of the 
Court Fees Act. Section 19 I, clause 2, pro- 
vides that grant of Probate shall not be 
delayed even if the Collector makes a motion, 
but in this case there is no motion and yet 
the grant of Probate is being delayed. 
There is a provision for realization of deficit 
Probate duty by the Collector, and the 
Government revenue will not suffer in the 
least if Probate certificate is granted. 

Babu Ram- Charan Mitra (Senior Govern- 
ment Pleader), for the Government, contended 
that he could not support the orders of the 
District Delegate and observed that the 
public revenue was safe as the Collector 
oould recover any excess duty payable by 
suit and cited Nikunja Rani v. Secretary of 
State (1). 

JUDGMENT.— The learned Government 
Pleader, to whom we ordered a notice of 
this application to be given, has conceded 
that be cannot oppose this application 
for issue of Probate. 

( 1 ) 31 lud. Cas. 460; 22 C. L. J. 37*; 20 C. W. N 
604; 43 C. 230. 


The petitioner has filed the valuation 
required by section 19 I of the Court Fees 
Act and has also paid the fee requisite 
under that section. The learned Judge 
seems to think that because the Collector 
has not made a motion under section 19 
H, sub-section (4), the probate cannot be 
granted. Sub-section (2) of eection 19 I 
says that the grant of Probate should not be 
delayed by reason of a motion by the CoB 
lector under section 19 H. If the grant 
is not to be delayed in a case where the 
Collector has made a motion, we do not see 
on what principle the grant can be delayed 
where he has not made a motion. 

The appeal is allowed and Probate will be 

issued at once. 

Let the order be sent down at once. 

Appeal allowed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Letters Patent Appeal No. 70 of 1915. 

March 13, 1917. 

Present: — Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Beachoroft. 

GOPAL CHANDRA MUKHOPADHYA and 
others — Plaintiffs — Appellants 


versus 

PROBHAT CHANDRA BISWAS and 

others — Defendants — Respondents. 

Partition Act (IT of 1893), *. 4, scope of— Inter. 


prctation. , 

A restricted scope is not to be attributed to section 4 

of the Partition Act. The section applies even where 

the parson who claims partition of a family dwellin°r- 

house has also obtained a transfer of a share of other 

family property. i n 

Khirvde Chaiulra v. Saroda Prosad , 7 LM. Cas. 436; 

* 4% n f T f r\\ InWPfl _ 


Appeal against the decree of the Hon’ble 
Mr Justice Walmsley, dated the 12th April 
1915, in Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 

Babu Gunada Charan Sen, for the Appel- 


JUDGMENT. — We are not disposed to 
accept the argument whereby a restricted 
scope is attributed by the appellant to section 
4 of the Partition Act of 1893. The inter- 
pretation he seeks to put upon the seotion 
is that it has no application when the person, 
who claims partition of a dwelling-house, has 

also obtained a transfer of a share of othe 

• % • • • 
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property. This limited construction was 
negatived in the case of Khirode Chandra 
v. Saroda Prosad ' v l). In our opinion 
the effect of section 4 is to exclude the 
dwelling-house from the partition suit if 
one or other member of the family is willing 
to pay the price thereof and purchase it as 
provided in that section. This was the con- 
tingency which happened in this case. It was 
faintly argued, as a last resort, that the 
application of section 4 was excluded by 
reason of the rent sale. Mr. Justice Walms- 
ley has conclusively shown that the rent sale 
did not, for any practical purpose, affect the 
mutual rights and obligations of the parties. 
Consequently section 4 is applicable and in 
that view there is no doubt that the decree 
of Mr. Justice Walmsley is correct. 

The result is that this appeal is dismissed 
with costs. 

Appeal d is m issed. 

(1) 7 1ml. C««. 43(5; 12 C. L. J. 625. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
Second Civil Appeal No. 1257 of 1915. 

May 1, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Piggott and 
Mr. Justice Walsh, 
BHAIRON PRASAD — Plaintiff — 

Appellant 


versus 

KURA MAL AND ANOTHER — DEFENDANTS 

Respondents, 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V oj l‘J08), >. 102— Suit 
for damages for breach of Contract — Appeal, second , 
whether lies — Mortgage— Zar-i-prshgi lease — Ejectment 
by lessor — Mortgagee , right oj, to recover damages for 
dispossession. 

Under the terms of h contract embodied in a 
registered instrument the plaintiff was entitled to 
remain in possession of certain land for live years. 
After the expiry of that period the proprietors of the 
land obtained a decree for the ejectment of the 
plaintiff from the Revenue Courts. The plaintiff 
then sued the defendants for a sum of Rs. 125 with 
interest on the allegation that he could not he 
legally ejected from his possession over the land 
without the payment of that sum: 


Held, (J) that if the plaintilVs suit could U 
treated as a suit for damages for breach of contract 
the second appeal to the High CVuit was barred In 
sectiou \02 of the Civil Procedure Code, inasinuei 
as the suit was eoemizublc l»v a Small Cause t/ourt 
[p 679, col 1.] 

(2) that if the contract upon which the plain t if 
Va»vd liit» feuit was a inurl-agi, then mainuuh m 


he was not in possession at the date of the suit, he 
•was not entitled to recover the sum paid by him. [p. 
579, col. 1.] 

Second appeal from the decree of the 
Additional Subordinate Judge, Cawnpore. 

Mr. Sheo Viyal Sinha , for the Appellant. 

Mr. Kailas Nath Katju , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. —This is a suit arising out 
of a certain contract embodied in a registered 
instrument of the 2nd of October 1903. 
Under this instrument the plaintiff obtained 
possession of certain land of which the pre- 
decessor-in title of the defendants was the 
owner. It is admitted that under the terms 
of the contract the plaintiff was entitled to 
. remain in possession for five years. After 
this period had expired the proprietors of 
the land instituted proceedings against the 
plaintiff for his ejectment, describing him 
as a lessee or tenaut of the land in question. 
The case was contested in the Revenue 
Courts up to the highest Court of revision, 
but ended in a decree for the ejectment of 
the plaintiff. 

The present suit is based upon the alle- 
gation that the plaintiff could not legally 
be ejected by the defendants from his pos- 
session over this land without the defendants 
first paying him a sum of Rs. 125. The 
claim is for this sum with interest. The 
Court of first instance decreed the claim and 
that decree has been reversed by the Addi- 
tional Subordinate Judge of Cawnpore. 
The real question about which the parties 
have been disputing is whether the document 

of the 2nd of October 1903 was really a 
lease or a mortgage. The main point taken 
in the appeal now before us is that the 
defendants, having succeeded in obtaining 
from the Revenue Courts the ejectment of 
the plaintiff by representing him as a mere 
lessee, were not entitled in this suit to obtain 
a decree in their favour on the strength of 
certain legal difficulties based upon the find- 
ing that the document in question was iu 
reality a mortgage, though drawn up under 
the form of a lease. To this contention there 
appears to be mote than one answer. If the 
plaintiff had come into Court alleging that he 
was a lessee, who had formerly held under 
a contract of lease, pure and simple, and that 
he had been deprived of his possession as 
such lessee under circumstances wbioh 
amounted to a breach of contract on the part 
of his lessors, for which breach of contract 
he was entitled to recover damages to an 


INDIAN CASKS. 


573 


Vol. XL] 


NAND KOMAR SINGH V. BILAS RAM MARWARI. 

amount sufficiently apparent from the terms 
of the contract itself, he might or might not 
have had an arguable case. The suit, how- 
ever, would have been a wholly different 
suit from that actually brought, and it would 
beyond question have been a suit cf the 
nature cognizable by a Court of Small Causes, 
within the meaning of section 102 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure. Supposing that it 
were possible, at this stage to treat the 
plaintiff’s suit as having been nothing more 
than what is above stated, we could not 
eutertain a second appeal in this matter, in 
view of the provisions of the section above 
referred to, the subject-matter of the present 
suit being admittedly less than Rs. 500 in 
value. As a matter of fact, the plaintiff 
based his suit upon the allegation that he 
was in reality the mortgagee of this land 
under the contract of the 2nd of October 
1903. He distinctly alleged that the con- 
tract in his favour amounted in law to a 
possessory mortgage, although it was drawn 
up in the form of a zar-ipeshgi or a premium 
lease. This plea by the plaintiff was 
admitted by the defendants in their written 
statement. It may be contended that, in 
making this admission, the defendants were 
departing from the position taken up by them 
in the Revenue Courts. The materials on 
the record before us make it a little difficult 
to determine this point with certainty; but 
in any case it seems impossible to hold that 
the plaintiff is entitled, at a subsequent stage 
of the litigation, to make it a grievance that 
an important allegation of fact contained 
in his own plaint was admitted by the de- 
fendants. If the contract of the 2nd of 
October 1903 was in the eye of the law a 
mortgage, then the reasoning of the Court 
below is correct. What the plaintiff really 
obtained under this contract of mortgage was 
a right in law to treat his mortgagors as 
ex-proprietary tenants of the land in suit, 
and to get a rent assessed on them as such. 
This point was clearly laid down by a Bench 
of this Court, of which one of us was a 
member, in Dipan Eat v. Ram TZhelawan Rai 
(1), the principle of which seems to have 
been affirmed in subsequent decisions of this 
Court. We cannot concern ourselves with 
the question whether or not the Revenue 
Courts were right, on the law or on the facts, 

(1) 5 Iud. Cus. 557; 7 A. h. J. 33C; 32 A. 383. 


in ejecting the present plaintiff from his 
possession over the land in suit. We know 
that he was not in possession on the date on 
which this suit was instituted and the Court 
below is right in saying that he, being out 
of possession and coming into Court as 
plaintiff, was not entitled, either to a decree 
for recovery of possession (which he did not 
even claim) or to a decree for the recovery 
of the sura of Rs. 125 paid nominally as 
a premium upon the contract of lease, if that 
payment is to be regarded as having been 
in reality the mortgage-debt advanced upon 
a contract of mortgage. On these grounds 
this appeal must fail and we dismiss it with 
costs. 

Appeal dismissed . . 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Order No. 163 

of 1916. 

February 22, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chapman and 

Mr. Justice Roe. 

NAND KUMAR SINGH and others— 

Decree-holders — Appellants 

versus 

BILAS RAM MARWARt and others — 
First Party. Judgment-debto.ts — 

Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V oj ' 1908), 8. 2, cl. (2) — 
Decree —Determination of right of party to account lor 
certain years , whether decree — Appeal , whether lies 
— Court Fees Act (VII of 1870), s. 7, cl. (IV) — Mesne 

profits, valuation of, claim for — Court-fee , amount of. 

An adjudication by a Court determining the right 
of one party to an account for certain years and dis- 
missing the claim for certain other years comes 
within the definition of a decree as given in section 2, 
clause (4), Civil Procedure Code, and as such is 
appealable, [p. 580, col. 1.] 

Bhup Indar Bahadur Singh v. Bijai Bahadur Singh, 
23 A. 152; 2 Bom. L. R. 978; 27 I. A. 209; 5 C. W. N. 
52 (P. C.), followed. 

A claim for mesne profits is not a claim the. value 
of which cannot be ascertained. The plaintiff in 
such a case must, therefore, put a valuation on his 
claim and pay ad valorem Curt-fee thereon. He 
cannot recover anything in excess of the valuation 
thus put by him. [p 580, cols. 1 2.] 

Per Roe, J . — Even if a claim for mesne profits is to 
be regarded as a claim for accounts, section 7, clause - 
(IV), of the Court Fees Act is peremptory that such 
suit shall be approximately valued, [p. 580, col. 2.] 

Appeal from a decision of the Sub Judge> 
Moughyr. 
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Messrs. Mustofa Khan , Kid want Sahay and 
Abani Bhushan Mukherje », for the Appellants. 

Messrs. Sushil Madhub Mullick and Naresh 
Chandra Sinha y for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Chapman, J. — This is an appeal against an 
order by the learned Subordinate Judge 
determining the period within which mesne 
profits shall be payable. Two preliminary 
objections have been made. The first is 
that no appeal lies and the second is that 
the Court-fee which has been paid is 
insufficient. The question whether an appeal 
lies or not has to be determined with 
reference to the definition of the word decree 
in the Code of Civil Procedure. If the order 
by the learned Subordinate Judge amounts 
to a decree within the terms of that defini- 
tion then an appeal lies, otherwise there is 
no appeal. In that definition it is said that 
a decree means the formal expression of an 
adjudication which, so far as regards the 
Court expressing it, conclusively determines 
the rightsof the parties with regard to all or 
any of the matters in controversy in the 
suit and may be either preliminary or final. 
This order by the learned Subordinate Judge 
certainly appears to be a conclusive deter* 
mination of the right of one party to an 
account for certain years in the suit and the 
dismissal of the claim of that party for 
certain other years in suit. It is, therefore, 
in my opinion a decree within the meaning of 
that definition, and this view of the matter 
has the support of the judgment of the 
Privy Council in the case of Bhup Indar 
Bahadur Singh v. Bijai Bahadur Singh (1). 
The change in the wording of the definition 
of the decree with reference to the terms of 
the former section 241 does not appear to 
me to be relevant in the present instance, 
for the passage in their Lordships’ judgment 
on which I rely occurs in the portion of the 
judgment which precedes the discussion of 
the meaning of the definition of the decree as 
it formerly stood. I would, therefore, hold 
that an appeal lies. 

In regard to the amount of Court-fee pay- 
able, it cannot be said to bo a case in which 
the value of the appeal cannot be ascertained. 
The appellant hopes, if he succeeds in this 

(1) 23 A. 162; 2 Bom. L. It. 1*78; 27 1 A. 20 U : 5 C. 
W. N. 52 (P.C.). 
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appeal, to obtain a large sum which he has 
stated in his plaint. The Court-fee payable 
is, therefore, in my opinion an ad valorem fee. 

In expressing this view we are conscious 
that we are departing from what was con- 
sidered to be the practice and it would, in 
our opinion, be fair to allow the appellant 

time until Monday the 26th February 1917 
to amend the valuation in his plaint. Now 
that he is aware that he will have to pay an 
ad valorem Court-fee he may, if he thinks it 
desirable, amend the valuation in his plaint. 
If he does so, he will be limited to the amount 
stated in his plaint and will not be permitted 
to recover any amount in excess of that. On 
that date an order will be given giving the 
appellant time to pay the Court-fee. 

The appellant has been treated with some 
indulgence. The respondent Rai Bahadur 
Baijnath Goenka is entitled to his costs for 
this day’s hearing. I assess the fee at five 
gold mohnrs . The other respondent is not 
entitled to any costs. 

Roe, J. — I agree. 

A suit for mesne profits is a suit for money 
demanded as damages or compensation and 
in that sense it is to be assessed with an 
ad valoram fee. Even if it be regarded as a 
suit for an account, the Court Fees Act, 
section 7 (tt>), in its last clause is peremptory 
that any such suit shall be approximately 
valued The same provision has now been 
introduced into the Civil Procedure Code. 
The old praotice of allowing plaintiffs to in- 
clude in a suit for land a suit for money as 
mesne profits without paying any Court-fee 
upon the mesne profits was undoubtedly 
wrong and in my view a circular should be 
issued to the lower Courts drawing attention 
to this error in practice. 

Order accordingly. 
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MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeals Nos. 991 to 1051 

of 1915. 

February 28, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar and 

Mr. Justice Spencer. 

SWAMINATHA MUDALl and others— 

Defendants — Appellants 

versus 

M. SARAVANA MUDALl and others— 

Plaintiffs— Respondents. 

Landlord and tenant — Lease by Government for 99 
years — Covenant not to do any art ‘ which may grow to 
the detriment or annoyance’ of existing tenants — 
Permanent occupancy rights , implication of —Trusts 
Act (II of 1882), s. 90— Transfer of Property Act (IV 
of 1882), s. 43 — Tenancy by estoppel , when created — 
Coutemporanea expositio, doctrine of, applicability of. 

The doctrine of coutemporanea exposito must lie 
restricted to the acts and conduct of the grantor 
beginning contemporaneously with the grant and 
continued for a long course of years and should not 
be extended to acts and conduct done, say, 40 years 
after the date of grant, [p. 583, col. 2.] 

Raghojirao Saheb v. Lakshmanrao Saheb , 16 Ind. 
Cas. 239; 36 B. 639; 16 C- W. 1058; 23 M. L. J. 383; 12 
M. L. T. 472; (1912) M. W. N. 1140; 14, Bom. L. R. 
1226; 17 C. L. J. 17; 39 1. A. 202, followed. 

Government, which absolutely owned certain 
lands, leased them to the plaintiffs. On the date 
of the lease, there were tenants already on the land. 
One of the terms of the lease which the plaintiffs 
obtained on renewal (and on which date the tenants 
claimed permanent rights of occupancy) was that the 
lessees will not do any act “which may grow to the 
grievance or damage of the Government of India or 
the Government of Madras or their tenants.” Subse- 
quent to the grant, one of the grantees described 
himself as a mirasidar in the pattas granted to the 
tenants and 11 years before the renewed lease one 
of the lessees recognised the right of permanent 
occupancy in the tenants and issued pattas in 
recognition thereof: 

Held , that this covenant was the usual one in 
English indentures creating leases by which the 
lessor protects himself against the acts of his lessees 
which might injure other tenants of his, and could not 
be construed as conferring permanent rights of occu- 
pancy on tenants in the occupation of the land. |_p. 
534, cols. I & 2.] 

Held, also, that it could not be said in the circum- 
stances of this case that the plaintiffs represented 
themselves as acting on behalf of these tenants a so 
or ever did represent these tenants when or e oie 
they obtained a renewal of the lease from Govern- 
ment and that in such circumstances they could not 
he presumed to have secured an advantage w ic iey 
must hold for the benefit of the tenants as tn^oes 
under section 90 of the Indian Trusts Act. [_P- 585 > 

C °Where land really belongs to Government no 
question of estoppel and no question under section 
43 of Act IV of 1832 arise so as to interfere with 
the rights of the subsequent grantee from the Gov- 
ernment. [p. 585, col. l.j 


A tenancy by estoppel cannot be created where 
the act of the landlord which is relied upon and 
which created a lesser right than the land- 
lord represented himself to b» entitled to create, did 
confer upon the tenant a right as lessee for some 
term, however short, [p. 585, col. 1.] 

Weller v. Spiers , (1872) 26 L. T.866; 20 W. R. 772, 
followed. 

Second appeals against the decrees of the 
District Court, Chingleput, in Appeal Suits 
Nos. 180 to 185, 187 to 191, 196, 197, 199 to 
201, 203, 204, 206, 207 to 244 and 246 of 
1914, preferred against those of the District 
Munsif, Tiruvallur, in Original Suits Nos. 112 
to 117, 119 to 126, 128, 129, 131 to 133, 135, 
136, 138 to 161, 163 to 166, 168 to 172, 174 
to 179 and 349 of 1913 respectively. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. Rangachariar , for the 
Appellants, 

The Hon’ble Mr. j8. Srinivasa Aiyangar 
(Advocate-General) and Mr. F. V. Srinivasa 
Aiyangar , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sad\siva Aiyar, J. — In these 61 connected 
second appeals the appellants are the 
principal defendants in the suits. The suits 
were brought in ejectment, the appellants 
being treated as having been sub tenants 
from year to year of persons who owned 
rights in the lands as grantees of lease- 
rights under the East India Company under 
a grant of 1801, that grant being a grant of 
lease rights for 99 years. After that grant 
expired in January 1990 the plaintiffs 
became direct lessees of the Government 
(from the date of the expiry of the prior 
grant) for another term of 99 years. The 
prior grant of 1801 is evidenced by the 
indenture Exhibit P. 1, while the new grant 
of 1904 is evidenced by the indenture 
Exhibit A. 

The following facts may be set out to 
understand the conditions on both sides. 

The East India Company claimed to be the 
owners of the lands in dispute in January 
1801. It appears from the Chingleput 
District Mauual that in 1760 a grant was 
made to the East India Company of the 
Chingleput District by the Nawab Muham- 
mad Ali as a jaghir or estate and that the 
grant was confirmed in 1763, This word 
jaghir is a word of very undefined significa- 
tion, but as regards the particular lands in 
dispute the East India Company considered 
the qselyes to be the owners, Soon after 
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January 1801, the Company became the 
sovereign power for the territories in which 
these lands were situated and it is of course 
absurd to speak of them thereafter as jaghir - 
dars of these lands under themselves or to 
speak of these lands as a jaghir estate. 

Now the lease of 1801 under Exhibit P 
.was made to two European gentlemen, 
Messrs. Roebuck and Abbott, who seem to 
have already (presumably with the Com- 
pany’s permission) almost completed a brick 
building on a portion of the 300 caicnus of 
the leased lands and seem to have effected 
other improvements. The material portions 
of this document Exhibit P are to the follow- 
ing effect: — 

(1) The lessees and their heirs and assigns 
etc., were entitled to have, hold, use, ocoupy, 
possess and enjoy the leased lands” “with all 
the benefits and advantages” at a yearly rent 
of Rs. ) ,575 in consideration of a small 
premium of five pagodas paid then and the 
payment of additional premia of Rs. 105 to 
be paid at the end of every thirty years. 

(2) The lessees, etc., “shall not do or cause 
anything to be done upon the leased 
premises” which shall grow to the annoy- 
ance, grievance or damage of the said 
Company, their tenants or the inhabitants or 
their bounds.” 

(3) If the lessees, or their heirs, or 
assigns, etc , shall commit breach of any of the 
covenants, the Company may “re-enter” upon 
the leased premises “or any part thereof in 
the name of the whole” and “have again, 
possess and enjoy the same.” Subse- 
quently, by successive assignments the right 
under Exhibit P— which I shall call grant- 
ownership — passed in 181(3 to a Mudaliar 
belonging to the well-known Manali family. 
See Exhibit Q. Since then this grant- 
ownership has remained either with the 
members of the Manali family or with the 
members of a family connected with them 
by marriage: and at the time of the expiry of 
the lease in January 1900, the grant- 
ownership was vested in Manali Ramakrishna 
Mudali, the father of the present plaintiffs. 

About the year 18-10, the Manali Mudaliar 
who then owned the grant-right seems to 
have sold the lands to his brother, claiming 
not only the grant-ownership right but. also 
the right as mirasidar in the lands. For the 
first time evidently, about 40 years after the 
grant, the person representing the original 


grantees seems to have set up an independent 
mirasi right in the lands. See Exhibit S. 
Then about the year 1850 or so, this alleged 
‘mirasi right in the lands seems to have 
become the subject of dispute between the 
grant-owners and their tenants now represent- 
ed by the defendants. That mirasi right 
which included the occupancy right in the 
lands was finally decided to belong to the 
grant-owners as between them and their 
tenants. See Exhibits D to G. In 1889, 
however, about 11 years before the expiry 
of the term of the grant, the tenants seem to 
have been recognized by the then grant- 
owner as having occupancy rights in their 
holdings. These documents of recognition — 
(the pattas ) — have been noted in the foot- 
note at page 37 of the judgment of the 
District Mun9if. When the term of the 
grant of 1831 expired in January 1900, the 
Revenue Officers of the District entered into 
correspondence with their higher officers as 
to the proper mode of the future disposal of 
these lands. In May 1900 Manali Rama- 
krishna Mudali applied for the renewal of 
the lease for another term of 99 years, or, 
in the alternative, for the grant of a ryotwari 
patta to him by the Government. The 
tenants seem, in rivalry , to have applied for 
the grants of ryotwaii pattas to themselves. 
While these questions were being considered, 
Ramakrishna Mudali died. The present two 
plaintiffs are his sons and in December 1904 
they were granted a renewal lease evidenced 
by Exhibit A. 

These suits have been brought in ejectment 
after the issue of notices to the defendants 
to quit the lands. 

The lower Courts decreed the plaintiffs’ 
suits on these two findings of facts, namely, 
(1) that the East India Company were full 
owners of the plaint lands (known as Pczhal 
lines lands) at the time of the grant of 1801 
and that the Government were full owners at 
the time of the second grant of 1904 to the 
plaintiffs; and 

(2) that no miras right (whether it means 
permanent occupancy right or w) ether it 
means the peculiar right of some Chingleput 
*ntrit<idats to sirathantharam , knppatani 
and other minor perquisites in consideration 
of tht i r cnee having been full hud i to row* 
owneis) - that no miras right vested either in 
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the grant-owners or in any of their successors 
or in the tenants (defendants). 

Now Mr. Rangachariar for the appellants 
(defendants) contested the validity of the 
above two findings of fact and he also argued 
a long array of other contentions which, 
however, might be summarised under 2 or 3 
heads as follows: — (l) thit under the grant 
A itself of 1904 the Government recognized 
the occupancy rights of the defendants and 
that, therefore, the plaintiffs cannot contest 
such rights, which they were bound to 
recognize under the terms of their own 
grant; 

(2) that in 1839 there was a contract by the 
then grant-owner Vythilinga Mudali to 
transfer the rights of occupancy to the 

tenants and that there was such a transfer in 
1889; and 

(3) that even if the transfer and the 
contract of transfer of 1889 conferred no 
permanent kudivaram right in favour of 
the defendants (the tenants), they were 
entitled, after the plaintiffs got the second 
grant, to claim such occupancy rights (at 
least during the 99 years’ term of the second 
grant) as agamst the plaintiffs, (a) on the 
strength of section 18 of the Specific Relief 
Act, or (b) under the provisions of section 43 
of the Transfer of Property Act, or ( c ) under 
section 90 of the Trusts Act, or (d) on the 
doctrine of estoppel. 

As regards the first question, namely 
whether the East India Company were full 
owners, the first grantees, viz., the two 
European gentlemen to whom the Company 
granted the lease, could not surely deny the 
title of their landlord who claimed full 
ownership. Mr. Rangachariar was obliged 
to argue that even at the time of the grant 
there were some mirasidars — some unknown 
people who had occupancy rights in these 
lands. That is very improbable, as it 
appears from Exhibit B that the lands 
were waste lands and that it was only 
the grantees under Exhibit F who made 
improvements and built buildings thereon. 
We are asked to give no weight to Exhibit 
B on the ground that it contains some 
mistakes. The lower Courts are entitled 
to find facts on the evidence including the 
documentary evidence. The question of the 
weight to be given to the evidence rests 
with them, not with us in second appeal. 
Even if the East India Company were 


known as jaghirdars in 1801, a jaghirdar 
might have absolute interests in waste 
lands and even in cultivated lands, and 
the presumption which has been adopted 
in respect of grants of jaghirs by the British 
Government cannot reasonably be applied to 
grants made by the Nawabs of the Carnatic. 
It also appears to me from the documents 
contained in Exhibit Z that the Government, 
the tenants, the plaintiff’s father, all 
acknowledged the right of the Government 
to dispose of these lands in their absolute 
discretion, either by granting ryotwari patta 
to anybody they liked or by granting a 
fresh lease. As I have already suggested, 
even if the East India Company were mere 
jaghirdars , they became full owners after 
the territory passed to them by treaty and 
their grant must be a grant of the right 
to directly take possession of the soil of 
the lands as lessees, unless it is shown that 
somebody else owned the kudivaram rights 
in the lands in 180 J. As regards the alleged 
mirasi right of others, it was only (as already 
remarked) about 40 years after the grant 
that it was first set up and the Government 
is clearly not bound by what the successors 
of their grantees stated behind the back of 
Government. The case of Raghojirao Saheb 
v. Lakshmanrao Saheb (1) relied upon by Mr. 
Rangachariar has no relevancy. Their Lord- 
ships of the Privy Council point out in 
that case the danger of relying upon the 
doctrine of cohtempoi anea cxposito and restriot 
the application of the doctrine to the acts and 
conduct of the grantor , beginning contempo- 
raneously with the grant and continued that 
for a loDg course of years. Here we are asked 
to extend that doctrine to declarations of the 
grantee’s successor made 40 years afterwards 
behind the back of the grantor. I think that 
we ought to accept the finding of fact of both 
the lower Courts that no mirasi right existed 
in these lands in 1801 in any person other than 
the East India Company and if none existed 
then, no such right could have come into 
existence afterwards which could be set up 
validly against the Government. It may 
also be noted here that these lands were 
carved out of two villages by an artificial 
line and hence they seem to have become 
known as / uzhal Line lands. The usual 

(l) 16 Ind. Cas. 239; 16 C. W N. 1053; 23 M. L. J. 
383; 12 M. L. T. 472; (1912) M. W. N. 1140; 14 Bom. 

L It. 1215, 36 B. 033; 17 C. L. J. 17; 33 I. A. 202. 
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argument that villages in the Chingleput 
District were formerly miras villages could 
not, therefore, be applied to these lands. It is 
unnecessary to speculate whether this asser- 
tion of miras right in 1840 for the first time 
(there being no indication in the assertion 
itself as to how the miras right wa9 acquired 
or how it originated) was due to the grantees 
anxiety to protect himself against his 
tenants’ settingup occupancy rights in them- 
selves or whether it was due to his inten- 
tion to claim occupancy rights for his 
successors against the Government after 
the expiry of the term of the grant or to 
both motives. On the findings that the 
Government owned and own the absolute 
right in the soil of the lands and that they 
are not mere melraratndars t it is unnecessary 
to consider another contention raised by Mr. 
Rangachariar that the lands formed part of 
an unsettled jaghir estate [clause 2 (c) of 
section 3 of the Estates Land Act] and that 
the tenants occupying lands therein are ryots 
in such an estate entitled to permanent 
occupancy rights from the date when the 
Estates Land Act came into force, under 
section 6 of the Act. The above disposes of 
contentions 1 and 2 of Mr. Rangachariar. 

As regards the third contention, namely, 
that the Government itself by Exhibit A 
directed the plaintiffs not to interfere with 
the occupancy rights of the defendants. 
This contention is founded upon the follow- 
ing covenant in Exhibit A, namely, that 
the lessees, their heirs, etc., will not do any 
act, “which may grow to the grievance or 
damage of the Government uf India or the 
Government of Madras or their tenants.” 
Mr. Rangachariar argued that “their 
tenants” meant the tenants of the lands, 
namely, the defendants. This clause has 
been taken from the former indenture 
Exhibit P of 1801 where the words are 
“the damage of the said Company, their 
tenants or the inhabitants or their bounds.” 
Clearly the expression “their tenants” in 
Exhibit P means the Company’s tenants. 
The same expression when used in Exhibit 
A clearly means “the tenants of the Gov- 
ernment of India or the Government of 
Madras.” This covenant is the usual cove- 
nant in English indentures creating leases, 
by which the lessor protects himself against 
the acts of his lessees which might injure 


other tenants of his °f th® lessor) 

either of the same land or of neighbour- 
ing lands, and also against aots of his 
le 3 see which might cause nuisance or damage 
to neighbouring landowners. 

The 4th contention of Mr. Rangachariar 
was argued in a rather indefinite way. 
That is, sometimes he argued that the 
event of 1889 on which he relied was a 
contract to transfer rights in lands and at 
other times as if it was a completed transfer 
of such rights. I shall consider his con- 
tention in both of its aspeots. So far as 
I could find from the written statement 
(paragraph 9) the defendants do not set up 
that there was a contract by Vythilinga 
Mudaliar to transfer his viirasi or occupancy 
right to them: Nor do they set up that 
there was an aotual transfer of any such 
right. A transfer of the permanent ooou- 
panoy right in immoveable property oan be 
made either by a registered instrument or 
by giving possession if the transfer was an 
oral transaction of sale. As I said, I cannot 
find any language in the written statement, 
which could be treated as asserting a transfer 
to defendants at that time of an oocupanoy 
right. On the other hand, paragraph 9 
says and implies that Vythilinga Mudaliar 
had not yet got any occupancy right and 
that the ryots had occupancy right all 
along, that that right of theirs had beeu 
judicially recoguised and that all that 
Vythilinga Mudali did was himself to re- 
cognise the right which had been in the 
tenants from the long past. The theory of 
transfer being thus brushed aside, there 
is the question of the contraot to transfer. 
Again, I cannot find that there was a con- 
tract to transfer any right, set up in the 
written statement. It denies that Vythi- 
linga Mudaliar had any right of occupancy 
which he could contraot to transfer. As- 
suming, however, for argument’s sake that 
there was a contraot to transfer, or that 
there was a transfer, I shall shortly consider 
the contentions based under the heads (a), 
(/>), (c) and (d) already set out. Coming 
to section IS of the Specific Relief Act, it 
has no application as the defendants do not 
seek any specific relief in this case based 
on any such contract, that i9, they are no| 
suing for specific performance of the allege^ 
contract of transfer of occupancy rights ^ 
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last for the second term of 99 years. With 
regard to section 43 of the Transfer of 
Property Act, that applies to cases where 
a person erroneously represents that he is 
authorised to transfer certain rights in 
immoveable property. No such representa- 
tion is alleged and we are asked to imply 
such a representation as having been made 
in 1889. It is impossible, in my opinion, 

to imply any such representation from the 

mere fact that in issuing pattas Vythilinga 
Mudaliar called himself the mirasidar of 
the land and then acknowledged the tenants 
* # # * * ( kaipathu ) rights. Coming 

to section 90 of the Trusts Act, it applies 
to cases where a tenant for life or co-owner 
or mortgagee or other qualified owner avails 
himself of his position as suoh and gains an 
advantage in derogation of the rights of 
other persons interested in the property, 
or where he representing all persons in- 
terested in such property gains any advantage. 

It is impossible from the facts of this case 
to hold that the plaintiffs represented them- 
selves as acting on behalf of these tenants 
also or ever did represent these tenants 
when or before they obtained the renewal. 

On the date of the renewal of Exhibit A, 
they had themselves ceased to have any 
interest in the lands. Nor had defendants 
any rights in the lands on the date when 
the fresh grant was made. Section 90 ot 
the Trusts Act, therefore, has no applica- 
tion [see also Hattikudur Narain Rao v. 
Andar Sayad Abbas Sahib (2), where Hannay 
J„ and myself (myself with some hesitation) 
held that where a land really belongs to 
Government, no question of estoppel and no 
question under section 43, Act IV of 18b., 
arise so as to interfere with the rights of 
the subsequent grantee from the Govern- 

ment.3 

Coming to the question of estoppel, a 
tenancy by estoppel cannot be created 
where the act of the landlord which is 
relied upon (and which created a leaser 
right than the landlord represented himself 
to be entitled to create), did confer upon 
the tenant a right as lessee for some term 
however short. (See Foa on Landlord and 
Tenant, page 473.) See also Weller v. Spiers 

■ (3). 

/.-*■ 97 ind. Cas. 785; 28 M. L. J. 44. 

(3) (1872) 26 L. T, 866} 20 W, 772. 


In the result I would dismiss all these 

second appeals with costs. 

Pleaders’ fees Rs. 15 in each case. 

Spencer, J. — I agree. . 

Appeals dismissed. 


v. R. P. 


PATNA HIGH COURT, 

Appeals from Appellate Decrees Nos. 163 

and 164 of 1916. 

May 17, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

In No. 163 of 1916 

HARNANDAN RAI and others— 

Appellants 

versus 

Maharaja KESHO PRASAD SINGH — 

Respondent. 

In No. 161 of 1916 

BALWAN RAI and others — Appellants 

versus 

Maharaja KESHO PRASAD SINGH— 

Respondent. 

Bengal Tenancy Act ( VIII B. C oj 1885), .«?$. 30, 52 
Enhancement of rent , suit for— Undivided share in 
parcel of land , whether holding— Parcel of land * 

meaning of. 

An undivided share in a parcel or parcels ot land 
is not a holding within the meaning of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, and, therefore, no suit for enhancement 
of rent in respect of such share would lie either under 
section 30 or section 52 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
The word ‘parcel’ in the definition of the word 
‘holding’ cannot be said to mean an undivided share. 

[p. 586, cols. 1 & 2-3 

Appeal against a decision of the Special 

Judge, Shahabftd, dated the 8th July 1914, 

reversing that of the Assistant Settlement 

Officer, Shahabad, dated the 19th May 1913. 

Mr Baidyanath Narayan Sinha , for Mr. 
Rajendra Prasad , for the Appellants. 

Messrs. Krishna Sahai and Nirsn Narayan 
Sinha , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Chapman, J. — These two appeals arise 
out of two suits for the enhancement of rent 
under the Bengal Tenancy Act. The 
grounds upon which the enhancement is 
prayed for are inorease in area under sec- 
tion 52 (1) (a) and rise in prices under 
section 30 ( b The landlord’s case in Suit 
No. 562 out of which Appeal No 163 
arises was that the tenant held a certain 
area of land bearing No. 1 and also certain 
undivided shares in other areas of ls*n4 
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which bore Nos. 15 and 25. In the other 
suit the landlord’s case was that the tenant 
held a certain specific area of land bearing 
No. 2, and also undivided shares in certain 
areas of land bearing Nos. 3 and 16. 

The main defence was that the suit was 
bad for misjoinder of parties inasmuch as 
the other tenants who held shares in the 
one case in Nos. 15 and 25, and in the other 
in Nos. 3 and 16 have not been made 
parties. The finding of the Court of Appeal 
is in accordance with the landlord’s case, 
namely, that there is a separate tenancy in 
each case, consisting of a specific area of 
land held together with undivided shares 
in certain other areas of land. 

It was contended before the learned 
District Judge and it has also been contend- 
ed before us that under the Bengal Tenancy 
Act a suit for the enhancement of rent 
cannot be brought in respect of such 
tenancies. Both sections 30 and 52 of 
the Act require that the landlord 
should be the landlord of a holding, and 
a holding has been defined in the Act 
as meaning a parcel or parcels of lands 
held by a raiyat and forming the subject 
of a separate tenancy. It is contend- 
ed that an undivided share in a particular 
area of land is not a parcel or parcels of 
land within the meaning of the definition 
of holding. Therefore the tenancies to 
which these two suits refer were not holdings 
within the meaning of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, and, therefore, the landlord had no 
right of enhancement under sections 30 and 
52, inasrauoh as he is not the landlord of 
a holding so far as either suit was con- 
cerned. 

It has been held in a series of cases, 
Baidya Nath De Sarkar v. Ilini (1), JIari 
Gharan Bose v. Runjit Singh (2), Haribole 
Brohmo v. Tasimuddin Mondul (3), Ahndulla 
Sheikh v. Gagan Mollali (4), Parhatty 
Debya v. Mathura Nath Bauer jee (5), 
that an undivided share in a parcel or 


(1) 25 C. 917; 2 C. W. N. 44; 13 lml. 1W. 

5 $ 7 . 

(2) 25 C. 917«.; 1 C. W. N. 521; 13 1W. 
598 . 

(3) 2 0. W. N. 680. 

(4) 2 C. L. J. 10. 

(5) 16 lml. Cas. 453; 16 0. W. N. 877; -10 0. 
0, L, J. 9. 


(n. s) 
(n. s.) 

29; 16 


parcels of land is not a holding within 
the meaning of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
There is practically no authority to the 
contrary, though there is the opinion ex- 
pressed by Petheram, C. J., in the case of 
Hari Charan Bose v. Runjit Singh (2), where 
the view taken was that the owner of an 
undivided fractional share in a parcel of 
land is the owner of that share in every 
part of it, and ho is, therefore, the holder of 
an undivided share in every part of it. 
The weight of authority is on the other 
side and has ever since been continuously 
adverse to this view. In our opinion 
the weight of reason is also on the 
same scale. It appears to us to be difficult 
to hold that the word parcel’ in the 
definition of the word holding’ can have 
been intended to mean an undivided share. It 
is suggested that recourse may be Lad to the 
preamble to seotion 2 in which this definition 
ocours, where the usual reference is made to 
the repugnance in the subject or context, but it 
does not seem possible to say that there 
is any repugnanoy in the subject or context 
either in seotion 30 or much less in seotion 
52. On the basis of an obiter dictum of 
their Lordships of the Privy Council it has 
been held that a right of occupancy can be 
acquired in an undivided share in a holding, but 
the reasons for the opinion have not anywhere 
been stated. In any event the argument 
which would result in such a conclusion 
in respect of a right of occupancy would 
be different from those applicable merely 
to the interpretation of the definition of the 
word holding.’ The opinion appears to 
have been given with reference to the former 
Act of 1S69. 

The result is that we must hold that 
in the present instance the tenancies, the 
rent of which the landlord sought to enhance, 
were not holdings within the meaning of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, and that, there* 
fore, no suit to enhance lay under section 
30 or section 52 of that Act The result 
is that the appeals must be allowed and the 
suits dismissed with costs in all Courts. 

Atkinson, J. — 1 agree. 


Appeal allow* l % 
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RADHAKRISHNA A[YAR V. SWAMINATHA AIYAH. 

MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeals Nos. 1053 and 1650 
AND 1256 AND 1649 OF 1915. 
November 14, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Oldfield and 
Mr. Justice Phillips. 

RADHAKRISHNA AIYAR AND OTHERS — 
Defendants — Appellants in S. A. 

Nos. 1053 — Respondents in 
S. S. No. 1650. 

SEETHARAMA AIYAR and another — 
Defendants— Appellants in S. A. 

Nos. 1256 and Respondents in 
S. A. No 1649 
versus 

R. SWAMINATHA AIYAR, Receiver, 

brought on recore in place of the former 

Receiver — Respondent in S. A. Nos. 1053 

and 1256 and Appellant in S. A. No. 1650 

and 1649. 

Madras Estates Land Act (I of 1908), s*. 52 (3), 77 
— Plaint , presentation of , to Chief Ministerial 
Officer, legality of— Rent, vote of, fixed by decree 
under Act VIII of 1865 — Suit, subsequent, under 
Act I of 1908 —Decree as to rate , whether res 
judicata— Civil Procedure Code {Act V of] 90S), n 
O- r. 1 S. 52 (3) of Act I of 1908, scope of. 

Where Head Ministerial Officers of Revenue Courts 
are authorized to receive plaints, presentation to 
them is legal and proper under Madras Act 1 of 
1908. [p. 5S7, col. 2.1 

Receiver of the Nidadavole and Medur Estates v 
Suraparazu, 29 Ind. Cas. 449; 38 M. 295, distinguished 

There is no reason for restricting the scope of the 
general reference to muchilikas decreed in section 
52 (3) of the Act to those decreed by any particular 
description of Court. The unrestricted effect of the 
section is to recognize a relation which existed before 
the Act and to direct its continuance until it is 
terminated by the method, for which the Act 
provides, [p. 588, cols. 1 & 2 .] 

Vaddadi Jagannadha Bhupathi Deo Garu v. Paddala 
Appalasawmy, 23 Ind. Cas 576; (1914) M. W. N. 
426; 28 M. L. J. 75; Raja of Pithapuram v. Jonnala- 
godda Vcnkatasubba, 31 Ind. Cas. 93; (1915) M. W. N. 
813; 18 M. L. T. 348, dissented from. 

A decree, therefore, of a Civil Court passed under 
the repealed Rent Recovery Act (VIII of 1865) 
fixing the rates of rent between landlord and tenant 
is res judicata in a subsequent suit between them 
where the rate is in question, [p. 588, col. 2.] 

Second appeals against the decree of the 
District Court, Tanjore, in Appeal Suits 
Nos. 842 and 812 of 1913, preferred against 
those of the Court of the Revenue Divisional 
Officer, Kumbakonam, in Summary Suits 
Nos. 3 and 4 of 1912. 

Mr. T. Narasimha Aiyangar (with him Mr. 

R, T. Krishnamachariar), for the Appellants 


in «. A. Nos. 1053 and 1256 of 1915 and for 

Respondents in S. A. Nos. 1649 and 1650 of 
1915. 

Mr. R. Kuppuswami Aiyar, for the Re- 
spondents in S A. Nos. 1053 and 1256 of 

1915 and for Appellants in S. A. Nos 1649 
and 1650 of 1915. 

JUDGMENT. 

sn ?|o- fi SlD ; f-- Seoon ‘ 1 Appeals Nos. 1053 
and 1256 of 1915 are by the tenants, defend- 

ants; and the first question argued in them 

is whether the plaints on whioh the decrees 

appealed against were obtained, were duly 

presented, the presentation having been tn 

the Head Clerk of the Deputy Collector” the 

Court of first instance, and it is alleged, not 

an officer appointed on this behalf within 

the meaning of Order IV, rule h The • 
was first taken at the trial in the conclud- 
mg argument; there was, therefore, no reason 
why the Deputy Collector should, at that 
stage, record evidence regarding it or why 
the lower Appellate Court should do so in 
appeal. The Deputy Collector’s statement 

l'” 3 foment that Head Ministerial 
Officers have been authorised to accept 
plaints and other papers must in the 
e.rcumstances be accepted. Receiver of the 
Nidadavole and Medur Estates v. Suraparazu 
( ), relied on by the defendants, is not 
m point since in it the Head Clerk had 
admitted that he had no authority and there 
is no such admission before ns. This 
objection is accordingly unsustainable. 

The next question is regarding the lower 
Appellate Court s finding on issue No. 5 
that clause 8 of the suit pattas is valid 
and that rent must be calculated in 
accordance with ,t. On the latter point 
there is no d.spute, defendants admitting 
thafc the orop was removed without w * 
to the plaintiff, and that, therefore, the clause 6 

No. 1053 o, 1015 X X *' 

previous decision, Exhibit Cl 
judicata ; in Second Appeal No. 1256 of ^ 
he rel.es on it merely as evidence of custom 
It is unnecessary to deal with the nK ' 
tions that Exhibit Cl was obtained 

a person, who was dead at its dale, and no! 

(1) 29 Ind. Cas. 449 ? 38 M. 295. 



IITOIAH 0A8K8. 

6 „.o» E — «“*■ 


[ 191 ? 


auainst the predecessors of the present de 

Si, since the, . e “‘“ t.toH.i 

Court and there are no c,18tinofc “ at ™ 

• +hp record for their disposal. lne more 

important objection is that Exhibit 0 1 was 

obtained for Fasli 1311 under Act VIII ot 
1865 in a Court, which would not be com- 
petent to try the suit, in whioh it is now 
proposed to plead it, and therefore, it cannot 
be res judicata under section 11 of the Code ot 

Civil Procedure. The answer is that the 

gen a! doctrine ol res J^ata » no 

rute^ stated* ^ in 'section 52 (3), Estates Land 

A t nnder which muchilikas decreed for 

y..n "»«" i" '»"» until a. 

* y . • „ nf the rear for which fresh ones 
are 'exchanged or decreed, and that there is 
no reason for restricting the scope of the 
general reference to muchilikas decreed to 
those decreed by any particular description 
of Court. Such a restriction was, no doubt, 
im Dosed on the interpretation of the Motion 

™Vaddadi Jagannadha Bhupathi Deo Garu jv. 
Paddala Appalasawmv ( 2 ). o nthegroundthat 
pattas and muchilikas under Act VI H of 1 65 
were current for one year only and that the 
Legislature cannot be supposed to have in- 
tended to enlarge their currency But the 
words of the section are clear, as they stand, 
and there is, in my opinion, no necessity or jus- 
tification for reference to extrinsic considera- 
tions in order to their construction In Raja 
0 f Pithapuram v. Jonnalago Ida Venkatasuabba 
(3) the restricted interpretation was support- 
ed also on the ground that any other would 
have given retrospective operation to the 
section, in the sense presumably tha the 
effect of the exchange of patta and mucluhka 
would be extended beyonl the period origi- 
nally contemplated by the parties to it But, 
if that case cannot be distinguished on the 
ground that, unlike the presont, it deals with 
non-occupancy tenants, there is still no reason 
for treating this objection as decisive, tor 
the presumption against a retrospective con- 
struction is not applicable, simply because 
a part of the requisite for the action of the 
Statute is drawn from the time antecedent to 
its passing (Maxwell’s Interpretation of 

(2) 23 lint. Cas. 570; (1014) M. W. N. 420; 28 M. 

L ' l S) 7 31 I ml. Cas. 93; (1915) M. W. N. 813; IS M. L. 
T. 34^. 


Statute, 3rd edition, page 307) or where the 
Statute affects only the procedure of the 
Courts (page 313); and in the present case, 

the unrestricted effect of the section is only 
to reoognise a relation, which existed before 
the Act, and to direct its continuance until 
it is terminated by the method for whioh 
the Act provides. I would, therefore, respect- 
fully dissent from the two decisions referred 

to and hold that Exhibit C is res W*"*® ln 
Second Appeal No, 1053 of 1915 The objem 
tion therein to the lower Appellate Court 
finding on issue No. 5, therefore, fails. # 

* * • * * 

Phillips, J. — I agree. „ . 1Q1 , 

Second Appeals Noe. 1053 and 12o6 oj 1915 

'''““'.L.Kul. »•«. 1649 1650 ./ 1915 

allowed. 

V.R.P. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeals Nos. 621 and 9l7 of 

1916. 

May 17, 1917. 

Present: — Sir Edward Chamier, Kr, Chief 
Justice, and Mr, Justice Jw ^la Praa*d. 

BARA LAL NAWAL KISHORE NATH 
SAHI DEO — Dependant - Appellant 

versus 

JALESHWARDAYAL SINGH and others 
—Plaintiffs and Babu BASANTA 
KUMAR BANERJI and othkks 

—Defendants Nos. 2 to 9— Respondents 

Bengal Suney Act (P of 1S75), s. 62, nether applies 

to suit for possession. «. 

Section 62 of the Bengal Survey Act lias no appli- 

eation to a suit where the plaintiff being out of 
possession claims possession as owner of land from 
which he has boon dispossessed by reason of Surrey 
and Settlement proceedings, [p. 589, col. l.J 

If, <scs«. n i K.htv. Ram Protap Singh, 4 Ind. Cas. 

547; 14 C. W. N. 366, distinguished. 

Appeal against the decree of the Judicial 

Commissioner, Chota Nagpur, modifying that 

of the Subordinate Judge, Ranohi. 

Messrs. Km' GuruSaran Prasad and Krukna 

Sahay, for the Appellant. 

Messrs. Krishna Sahat\ S. N. Palit and R * » 
Guru Saran Prasad and Atul Krishna Roy, 
for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. . 

Ciiamiek, C. J.-This is an appeal against 

a decree of the Judicial Commissioner of 

Chota Nagpur, mid. tying a deow of W 
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NAWAL KISHORE NATH 3AHI DEO V . JALESH WAR 

Subordinate Judge of Ranchi. The appeal 
arises, out of a suit brought by the respond- 
ents for possession of plots which are 
numbered in the plaint from 1 to 7. The 
respondents’ case was that all seven plots 
lay within their village Hesel and were 
in their possession till they were dispossessed 
by reason of certain proceedings taken by 
Survey and Settlement Officers, which resulted 
in the seven plots being demarcated as part 
of the village Ranchi belonging to the 
appellant. Besides the appellant other 
persons were impleaded as defendants on 
the ground that they were in possession 
of the property as tenants or otherwise. 
The Subordinate Judge dismissed the suit 
except as to a portion of plots Nos. 5 and 
6. The respondents appealed and the appel- 
lant filed a cross-appeal. The Judicial 
Commissioner allowed the appeal of the 
respondents and decreed the suit as regards 
plots Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 but dismissed it 
as regards plots Nos. 1 and 7. It appears 
that in the Court of the Judicial Commis- 
sioner the respondents withdrew their claim 
to plots Nos. 1 and 7 and we are no longer 
concerned with those two plots. As regards 
plots Nos. 2 to 6 the Judicial Commissioner 
differing from the Court of first instance 
came to the conclusion that they all lay 
within the respondents’ village Hesel and 
were in possession of the respondents either 
directly or through tenants till the survey 
proceedings of 1908 which resulted in the 
dispossession of the respondents. The only 
point taken on behalf of the appellant is 
that the suit is barred by the Bengal 
Survey Act V of 1875, and reliance is placed 
on the decision of the Calcutta Hig!i Court 
in Bisseswari Koer v. Ram Protap Singh (1). 
That was a case in which the plaintiff sued 
for confirmation of possession alleging that he 
was in possession. He failed to prove 
possession and the Court held that the suit 
was barred by section 62 of the Survey 
Act. The judgment in that case distin- 
guishes that case from such a case as 
the present, in which the respondents being 
admittedly out of possession claimed posses- 
sion as owners of land from which they 
had been dispossessed by reason of Survey 
and Settlement proceedings. The present 
suit was based on the alleged title of the 


DAYAL SINGH. 

respondents, a title which has been found 
to be proved by the lower Appellate 
Court. There is nothing in the deoision 
referred to which in any way shows that 
the present suit is barred. On the contrary 
there are passages in the judgment of 
that case which show that the present suit 
is not barred by the Survey Act. The 
Judicial Commissioner in a lengthy judg- 
ment examined all the oral and documentary 
evidence and came to the conclusion that 
the respondents had proved their case. 
There is no reason whatever for not accept- 
ing his finding and if his finding is accepted 
the defendants’ Appeal No. 621 of 1916 must 
be dismissed. 

Appeal No. 947 is an appeal by the plaint- 
iffs in the suit, who are respondents to 
appeal No. 621. It relates to plots Nos. 3, 
5 and 6, Plot No. 3 was in possession of 
the second defendant to the suit, Babu 
Basanta Kumar Banerji, and in the Court 
of the Judicial Commissioner the plaintiffs 
said that they did not wish to recover khas 
possession as against him. As regards Nos. 
5 and 6 it appears that those plots or parts 
of them are in possession of some of the 
other defendants. They have shown no 
right to retain possession of those plots 
and the decree in respect of plots Nos. 5 
and 6 should, in my opinion, be a decree 
for khas possession. To this extent I would 
allow Appeal No. 947 but I would dismiss it as 
regards plot No. 3. In Appeal No. 947, I 
would make no order as to costs. Appeal 
No. 621 should, in my opinion, be dismissed 
with costs. 

Jwala Prasad, J. — I concur. There is 
nothing in the Survey Act itself to bar a 
suit like the present one to recover possession 
based on title. 

Appeal No. 947 allowed in part ; 

Appeal No. 621 dismissed. 


(1) 4 Ind. Cas. 547; 14 C. \V. N. £66. 
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PENUMETSA BAI’IKAJU V. OOPISETTI N ARAYANAS WAM1 NAILU. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Appbaii Sons Nos. 99 and 109 ok 1909. 
Second Appeals Nos. 700 and 91 7 of 1909. 

September 2 916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar and 

Mr. Justice Burn. 

PENUMETSA BAPIRAJU and other*— 

Defendants— Appellants in A. S. No. 99 

ok 1909 and S. A. No. 700 of K09 and Res- 
pondents in A. S. No. 109 of 1909 and S. A. 

No. 917 ok 1909 

veisus 

GOPISKTTI NA RAY AN AS W AMI NA1DU, 
Receiver, NIDADAVOLE and MEDLR 

ESTATES, AND others— Plaintiffs— Res- 
pondents in S. A. No. 99 ok 1909, and S. A. 

No. 7C0 ok 1S09 and Appellants in A. S. 
No. 109 of 1909 and S. A. No. 917 of 1909. 

Landlord <md t( mint— Mokhasa holding— Rent — 
Co-sharer tenants , liability of, nature of— Fractional 
sharer , right of, to pay proportional rent— Burden of 
proof — Kattubadi, suit for — Interest on uncars, chum 
for— Madras Rent Recovery Act ( 17// of 1805), s. 37— 
Rent payable by instalments — Limitation — Receipt for 
payment of rent, form rtf— Evidence -Transfer of Pro - 
pert y Act (/I <>J 1882), s. 108 (j). 

The principle of section 108 ij) of the Transfer of 
Property Act applies to all kinds of liaises, including 
agricultural leases even though the sect ion itself does 
not apply to agricultural leases. | p. 692, col. 1.] 

The liability of co-sharer tenants in a mokhasa 
holding to pay rent to the landlord is joint and 
several .[p. 592, col. 1.] 

The onus of proving that Ihe landlord, l>v bis con- 
duct, treated each fractional sharer sis liable only for 
tl proportionate share of the rent ami released each 
of the fractional sharers from liability for the rest of 
the mokhasa kattubadi rent lies on the party setting it 
up. [p. 592, eol. 2.] 

The release of one or more of joint obligees of 
his or their liability in one year cannot affect their 
joint and several liability for the rents of the subse- 
quent years unless t here has been a contract as between 
the landlord and all the joint tenants to divide a joint 
holding and the total rent in definite shares or 
unless there have been several such agreements 
between the landlord and each of the several joint 
tenants by which the landlord relinquished his right 
to proceed against that tenant in all future years for 
more than a particular fraction of the total rent. 

[p. 592, eol 1.] 

The party, therefore, who sets up that the joint and 
several liability which once existed lias been split up 
so as to oblige the lessor to sue the separate sharers 
for only specific fractions of the rent, ought to prove 
by cogent evidence the number of shares into which 
the holding was put up and (lie definite rent payable 
by each such sharer sind the agreement of the land- 
lord to substitute several liabilities for the original 
joint and several liability, j |>. 592, eol. 2, \ 

Seetion 87 of the Madras Kent Krcoverv Act 

• 

(VIII of 1805) which provides for interest at 12 
per cent . per annum on arrears of rent duo, is 
applicable to claims for nnt of the natuie of 


kattubadi. ( p. 593, eol. 1.] 

In a suit for kattubadi brought before the 
Madras Estates Land Act came into force, the 
relation between the parties is governed by the Madras 
Kent Recovery Act, \ III of 18(35, and the landlord is 
entitled to interest on arrears at 12 per cent, per 
annum till date of suit, [p 593, col. 1.] 

The decree should provide for subsequent interest 
at 6 per cent. [p. 593, eol. 1-j 

A landlord cannot stipulate with his tenant that 
only a particular form of receipt for payment would 
be accepted if tendered as evidence in Court, [p. 594, 
cjI. 1. 1 

Where rent for a particular fadi is payable in 
instalments, the cause of action lor rent due for that 
fasfi accrues only from the date on which the last 
instalment becomes due. [p. 593, eol. 1.] 

Appeals against the decrees of the Court 
of the Subordinate Judge, Masulipatam at 
Ellore, in Original Suit No. 25 of 1906 and 
Second Appeals against the decree of the Court 
of the Subordinate Judge, Masulipatam, at 
Ellore in Appeal Suit No. 49 of 1907, 
preferred against that of the District Munsif, 
Narasapur, in Original Suit No. 564 of 1905. 

Mr. A arayanon. urthi y for the Appellants in 

A. S. No 99 of 1909 and S. A. No. 700 of 
1909 and for the Respondents iu A. S. No. 
109 of 1S09 and S. A. No. 917 of 1909. 

Mr. P. Xayabushanam , for the Respondents, 

in A. S. No.* 99 of 1909 and in S. A. No. 
700 of 1909 and for the Appellants in A. S. 
No. 109 of 1909 and S. A. No. 917 of 1909. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sadasiva Aiyar, J. — These two regular 
appeals and the two second appeals connected 
with them have arisen out of two suits, one 
brought in the District Munsif's Court of 
Tanuku and the other brought in the 
Subordinate Judge’s Court of Ellore between 
the same parties. The plaintiff in the 
two suits is the Receiver of the Nidadavole 
Estate. The defendants own 2 mokhasa 
estates, one of which consists of three villages, 
and they own that estate in certain shares, 
the exact number of shares not appearing 
from the evidence on record or from the- 
pleadings. The three villages forming (as. 
above stated) one mokhasa estate contain 
cultivable lands, the extent of which is 
about 105 and odd path's. 

The three questions which have been 
argued in the two appeals and in the 
two second appeals may be formulated 
thus; Are the defendants (about 24 in 
number) severally liable to pay certain 
specitic fractional shares of the kattubadi 
runt claimed by the plaintiff or, are they 
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jointly and severally liable for the total 
kattuoadi rent? (2,,' Are the arrears of 
kattubadi claimed in the District Munsif’s 
Court s suit for Fasli 1307 and in the Sub- 
Court suit for Fasli 1312 barred by limita- 
tion as held by the lower Courts? (3) Is the 
plaintiff entitled to interest at 12 per cent, 
per annum on the arrears claimed in the 
suit till the respective dates of the suits 
and whether the lower Courts were justi- 
fied in allowing interest at 12 per cent, per 
annum on the amounts claimed from the 
date of suits till the date of realisation and, if 
not, what is the equitable order as to the 
interest after the dates of the suits? 

As regards the first question, 1 think out 
of the voluminous documentary evidence 
filed on the defendants’ side those documents 
which have come into existence after 1896, 
when a former Dewan of the zemindarini 
withdrew two suits which he had brought 

in the mokhasci 
with the intention of bringingtbe suits against 
all the mokhsadars jointly and severally 
liable, are of almost no value: I am also 
of opinion that the receipts, vusalamas and 
the distress notices issued by the tanadars , 
amildars , shroffs , gumastas , samutdars , etc., on 
t e footing that the numerous sharers in 
the mokhasa were severally liable for the 
proportionate amount to the extent of lands 
held by them respectively out of the 105 
pattiSf are also of very little value, especial- 
ly seeing that some of the karuams and 
samutdars seem to own shares in the mo hasa 
and one of them is the 4th defendant in 
the suits. Then we have the oral evidence 
which is also of very little value. We 
have thus only got to consider the documents 
Exhibits J, II, XIII to XVII, XXX, XXXI, 
XXXII, XXXIV to XXX VII XLVIand 
XLiVII. It is admitted that till about 1852 
the mokhasa villagers paid a consolidated 
kattubadi rent of Rs. 3,826. It is also con- 
ceded that the burden lies on the defendants 
to prove that the zemindar or zemindarini 
by his or her conduct treated the fractional 
sharers liable for the kattubadi rent and 
not only so, but that he or she released 
each of the fractional sharers from liability 
in all future years for the rest of mokhasa 
kattubadi rent. The earliest of the documents 
above-mentioned is Exhibit XLVII, the order 
in a suit of 1888 brought by the zemindarini 


Papamma Row acting as guardian of her 
minor grandson by adoption. This document 
only shows that two of the several sharers 
in the mokhasa were sued for by her for 
some kattubadi due and that the plaint was 
returned for being presented to the proper 
Court. I do not think that this evidence 
is of any value to show that the zemindar 
by his guardian relinquished the right of 
the zemind.r to hold these two defendants 
liable for the whole of the kattubadi rent 
or released the other sharers in the mokhasa 
from the co-ordinate liability to pay the 
amount of the rent sued for in that particular 
suit I might here state that it is not 
denied that for about forty years before 1899 
(when she died) Papamma Row was the 
zemindarini , except for an interval after 
his death when that adopted son’s minor 
son was the zemindar under her guardianship. 
The next document Exhibit XLVI is a 
judgment in a suit of 1887 brought by her 
adopted son and continued by Papamma 
Row as guardian of her adopted son’s 
minor son. That suit was brought 

against one of the sharers in the 

mokhasa^ for the rent due for one fasli. 
ihe suit was dismissed. There is nothing 
again in it to show that the plaintiff gave 
up her claims against the other sharers 
for the fractional rent sued for. Exhibits 
XXXII and XXXV need not be separately 
considered, as Exhibit XXXII seems to be 

aS Kxhibifc *L\II and Exhibit 

- A - , ls , merel r the decree in the suit 
in which the judgment Exhibit XLVI was 
pronounced^ The next set of documents is 
Exhibits XXX\J, XSXVII and X XXVIII 
which are records in Original Suit No. 
368 of 1892 brought against two of the 
sharers in the mokhasa estate for the frac- 
tional share of the kattubadi rent. It does 
not appear what became of the suit. These 
documents do not take us further. The 
next suit is a Small Cause Suit of 1895 
and it seems to have become afterwards an 
original suit of 1895 and Exhibits 1 and 
II are the plaint and judgment in that 
suit. In that suit, there is a distinct find- 
ing that there had been no agreement be- 
tween the plaintiff and the tenant defendant 
finding either side about the division of the 
mokhasa estate or the division of the kattubadi 
rent and that case, to say the least, does 
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not help the defendants. Then we have the 
documents Exhibits XXX, AXXI,XXX1II 
and XXXIV, which are connected with a 
Small Cause Suit of lcb7 which was brought 
for a fractional rent against one of the 
sharers. The suit was also dismissed and 
here again, there is nothing to show that 
the plaintiff gave up her claims against 
the other fractional sharers of the mok tasa 
estate. Thus, all that appears is that be- 
tween 18S7 and 1897 there were about halt 

a dozen suits brought against certain 
of the fractional sharers. It has to be re- 
membered that even if a promisee absolves 
one of the joint promisors from liability 
for a particular amount due under the joint 
contract, that does “not discharge the other 
joint promisor or joint promisors nor does it 
free them from responsibility to the other joint 
promisor or joint promisors.” (See the 
analogy of section 44 of the Contract Act;. 
Further, the joint and several liability arises 
owing to the relation created (when the 
mokhasa holding was originally granted) 
between the landlord and grantee of the 
inam, that that joint and several liability 
gives a distinct right at the end of each 
year to the landlord to recover the rent of 
that year and that the release of one or 
more of the joint obligees of his or their 

liability in one year cannot affect their joint 

and several liability for the rents of the 
subsequent years, unless there 1ms been 
a contract as between the landlord and all 
the joint tenants to divide a joint holding 
and the total rent in definite shares or 
unless there have been several such agree- 
ments between the landlord and each of 
the several joint tenants by which the 
landlord relinquished his right to proceed 
against that tenant in all future years for 
more than a particular fraction of the total 
rent The existence of ft contract or such 
contracts seems not to be very probable in 
these cases, os 1 find that the number of 
the shares into which the mokhasa lauds 
have been divided among t ho defendants, the 
equality or the unequality of the shares and 
the exact amount of rent due by each 
sl aier are all left in great doubt and in- 
definiteness. In Original Suit No. 4 2 of 
1866 between theso tenants among them- 
selves (to which the zemindar was not a 
party) there seems to have been a division into 


fourteen shares; whether these sbare ^ J ire 
equal or unequal, whether the amount of 
kattubadi itself was divided equally or ' 

equally among the fourteen sharers and what 
the several amounts due by each sha 
even among themselves are no proved and 
even the decree in that suit has not been 

produced. It appears also from the evidence 

that the fourteen shares afterwards beeam 
thirty shares and 1 find in one case about one- 
fortieth of the rent was sued for from one 
sharer and the desposition of some witness 
in a former suit (I do not see how that 
evidence is at all relevant) was filed to 
show that a fractional sharer is . liable to 
pay a rent of Rs. 2 and odd out of 

Rs 3 826. (See Exhibit XXXLV .) Again, 

it 'is clear from the Transfer of Property 
Act, section 1CH, clause 0), that the liab - 
lity of a lessee to pay the whole rent due 
by him cannot he got rid of y 13 

transferring portions of his lease right to 

others, and the principle of that seotion 
applies to all kinds of leases though the 
feet ion itself may not apply to agricultural 
leases. The party, therefore, who sets up 
that the joint and several liability which 
once existed has been split up so as to oblige 
the lessor to sue the separate sharers for only 
specific fractions of the rent, ought to prove by 
cogent evidence the number'of shares into whioh 
the holding was put up and the definite rent 
payable by each such sharer and the agree- 
ment of the landlord to substitute several 
liabilities for the original joint and several 
liability, and 1 agree with the lower Courts 
in their view that the evidence in this 
case falls short of establishing that position. 

The next question in the tenants appeal 
and second appeals relates to the amount 
of the annual kattubadi , whether it is 
Rs. 2,8-26 as claimed by the plaintiff or 
Us 2, SCO and odd as alleged by the defendants. 
The lower Courts have given satisfactory 
reasons for their conclusion that it is 

Rs. 3,826 and it is at that rate that the rent 
has boon claimed by the plaintiff aud has 
been paid by the tenants for several years. 
The story of the defendants that they were 
paying this higher amount all along through 
mistake is not worth serious uotice. This 
contention was not also pressed before us. 
The next question relates to the rate of 
interest till the date of suit and the rate 
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of interest to be awarded after the date 
of suit. It must be admitted that the 
learned District Munsif, while allowing 
interest at 12 per cent, as claimed by the 
plaintiff, gave no specific reasons for the 
award of interest either because no issue 
as to the rate - of interest or as to the 
liability for interest was raised before him 
or (it may be) because the question waa 
not argued before him. The learned Sub- 
ordinate Judge also has not given any 
reasons for the award of interest at 12 per 
cent. But it is clear that when these suits 
were brought, the zemindar and the mnkhasa - 
dar were landlord and tenant governed by 
the Madras Act VIII of 1865. Though in 
Laksh m inarayan a Pantulu v. Venkatrayanam 
(1) it was decided that as between the 
tenants of the first class of kattubadi 
inamdars and their zemindars the provisions 
in Act VIII of 1865 as to the necessity 
for the exchange of pattas and muchilikas 
to enable the zemindar to bring a suit for the 
kattubadi rent are not applicable, that same 
judgment contains observations indicating 
that other provisions of the Act (not 
connected with rights arising from the 
exchange of pcdtas and muehilikas) do 
apply as. between the zemindars and such 
tenants. These suits having been brought 
before the Lstates Land Act came into 
force, the relation between the parties are 

governed by Act VIII of 1865 as decided in 
Gcpisetti Narainsaivmi Naidu v. Tallunraju 
Vencatasubrayudu (2). The decisions in Civil 
Revision Petitions Nos. 31 of 1904 and 421 of 
1904 are also d irect authorities for the position 
that section 37 of the Rent Recovery Act 
(which provides for interest at 12 per cent, 
per annum being claimable on rent due) is 
applicable to claims for rent of the nature 
of kattubadi. The award of interest at 12 
per cent, till the date of suit by the lower 
Courts must be upheld. As regards sub- 
sequent interest after the date of suit, I 
think it is equitable to reduce it to 6 per cent., 
which is the usual rate allowed by Courts. 
In the result the Regular Appeal No. 99 
of 1909 and the Second Appeal No. 100 
of 1909 are dismissed, except with the slight 

M. 116; 8 M. L. J. 43; 7 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 

^Ot7# 

St) 9 In<1 - Cas -C4?; (1911) 1 »[. W. N. 239; 9 M. T,. 
I. 315. 


modification as to the rate of subsequent 
interest in Appeal No. 99 of 1909. The 
appellants must pay the plaintiffs’ costs as 
the appellants have substantially failed. 

Coming to the landlord’s appeals Regular 
Appeal No. 109 of 1909 and Second 

Appeal No. 917 of 1909, three points have 
been raised in these appeals. The first 
relates to the question whether the claims 
for the rent due for Fastis 1307 and 
1312 are barred. According to plaintiffs’ 
own documents, the rents were payable in 
each fash in four instalments in the months 
of September to December of that fasli. 
The suit in the Munsif’s Court and the 
suit in the Subordinate Judge’s Court were 
brought in June 1901 and in July 1905 
respectively, about three and a half years after 
the last of the instalments in those two 
respective fashs fell due. The lower 
Courts were, therefore, right in treating the 
claims for the rent of those two faslis as 
barred by limitation. The next contention 
of the plaintiff is that though he did not 
claim in his plaint interest from the res- 
pective instalment dates in each of the other 
two fashs (for the rents of which he ob- 
tamed decrees) and though he claimed 
interest in the plaints in the two suits only 
from the ends of those two faslis, he is 
entitled to be awarded in the decrees 
additional interest between the dates of the 
instalments and the ends of the faslis, as 
his claim for one of the three faslis in each 
suit was dismissed as barred. The plaintiff 
chose to give up the interest between the 
dates of the instalments and the end of 
the faslis in order, if possible, to escape from 
the bar of limitation as regards the rente* 
of Faslis 1307 and 1312. The failure of 
that insidious attempt cannot justify a revival 
of the right which he deliberately relinquished 
in the plaint as regards a portion of the 

interest. I would, therefore, disallow this con- 
tention also. 

The last contention on the plaintiff’s 
side is that the receipt given by his own 
officers for the portions of the rents ought 
not to be accepted by the Courts, as he had 
given notices to his officers and in the villages 
that unless receipts are given in particular 
forms prescribed by him payments mad e 
and receipts given in other forms to evidenc 
the payments would not bo accepted l 
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short, the plaintiff wanted to make his own 
law as to the evidence to be accepted by 
Courts as to the fact of payment of rent 
by his tenants. This is a contention which 
has only to be stated to be at once reject- 
ed. The plaintiff’s Appeal No. 109 of 1909 
and Second Appeal No. 917 of 1909, there- 
fore, fails and are also dismissed with costs. 

Burn, J. — I agree. 

Appeals dismissed. 

V.R.P. 


PATNA HiGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. I0S9 of 1916. 

May 24, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

BARHAMDEO NARAIN SINGH 

— Defendant —Appellant 

versus 

RAMANAND PRASAD SINGH and 

another — Plaintiffs, and SALIGRAM 

SINGH— Pro forma Defendant No. 2 — 

Respondents, 

Mortgage — Zarpeshgi — Mortgagee, liability of, to pay 
certain annual instalment x to mortgagor— Instalments, 
whether constitute rent under Bengal Tenancy Act — 
Suit to recover arrears of instalments — Limitation Act 
(IX of 1908) Sch l, Art. 116 — Bengal Tenancy Act 
(VI 1 1 of 1885), Sch. Ill , Art. 3, applicability of. 

An advance of Its. 12,000 was mado under a re- 
gistered deed to a zemindar. In lieu of tlio advance 
he put the creditor in possession of his share in a 
zemindari in zarpeshji thicca. The thiccadar was to 
deduct Its 620 out of the income of the property on 
account of interest and to pay Its. 83-4-0 annually to 
the owner: 

Held, (1) that the deed amounted to a usufructuary 
mortgage and that the person in possession was a 
mortgagee; [p 596, col. 1.] 

(2) that the annual payments to ho made by the 
thiccadar wore not of the nature of reut within the 
meaning of the Bengal Tenancy Acl; []>. 595, col. 1.] 

(3) that a suit for the recovery of arrears of these 
instalments was governed not by Article 3 of Schedule 
HI, Part 1 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, but by 
Article 1 16, Schedule l of the Limitation Act fp 
595, col. 1.] 

Appeal from a decision of the Additional 
Sub-Judge, Gaya, dated the 25th Sept-mbor 
1916, reversing that of the Mun 3 if, Gaya, 
dated the 24th January 1916. 

Messrs. Kulwant Sahai and Amir llossain , 
for the Appellant. 

Messrs. Fakhruddin and Shiva Prasad 
Singh , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT, 

Chapman, J. — This was a suit for the 
Recovery of money alleged to be due in 


respect of certain payments which were 
undertaken to be made by the exeoutant 
of a registered deed dated the 29ih March 
1L07. Under that deed an advance of 
Rs. 12,000 had been made to a zemindar. The 
deed recites that in lieu of this bond certain 
zemindari rights were made over to the 
person who made the advance at what is 
called a fixed annual rental of Rs. ^03-4*0 for 
a period of nine years. The property was 
said to be made over under a zarpeshgi thicca 
and the persons to whom the property 
was thus made over were to deduct Rs. 620 
on account of interest of the zarpeshgi and 
to pay the balance of Rs. 83*4 0 annually, 
instalment after instalment, according to 
the kists detailed in tire bond. There is a 
promise in the bond to repay the advance 
in the year 1323, and that upon this 
repayment the document is to he returned, 
if the repayment is not made the person who 
made the advance is to remain in possession 
of the property until the advance is repaid 
in full; and until the advance is repaid the 
properties are to he considered to have been 
hypothecated; they are not to be transferred 
or encumbered, and, if they are so transferred 
or encumbered by the owner, the transfer 
is to be considered null and void. If the persons 
who made the advance are dispossessed of 
the property they may then immediately sue 
for the recovery of the advance made t 
by them from the other properties and 
persons to whom the advance was made. 

The learned Munsif held that the suit 
for these arrears of the annual payment of 
Rs. S3 4 0 was a suit for rent and, therefore, 
only three years’ dues could be recovered. 
In appeal the learned Subordinate Judge has 
held that these dues were not rent but that 
they were payments due under a registered 
agreement and, therefore, the Article of the 
Limitation Act which is applicable is Article 
116, and the claim for the entire six years 
was not barred by limitation. It is con- 
tended before us that the learned Munsif 
was right and that the learned Subordinate 
Judge was wrong. If the suit was for rent, 
then undoubtedly the land being agricultural 
land the special period of limitation of three 
years provided for in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act would apply. 

The question we have to determine is, 
whether the suit was for rent or not, and a 
decision upon that question depeuds npoa 
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whether the person who is liable to make 
these payments was a tenant. Did he hold 
under the person to whom the payments had 
to be made^ It seems clear to us that upon 
the terms of the bond the land was held as 
security for the advance which had been made. 
The holder of the land was entitled to 
remain in possession until he was redeem- 
ed, and if his possession was disturbed he 
was entitled to recover the advance which 
he had made. That being the nature of 
the dee J, we are of opinion that the deed 
was an usufructuary mortgage, and that the 
person in possession held possession as a 
mortgagee and did not hold under the person 
to whom these annual payments were due. 
That being so, these amounts which were 
annually payable were due from him as 
mortgagee under an arrangement with the 
mortgagor and were not due from him as 
a tenant. The suit was not for rent and 
the learned Subordinate Judge was correct 

in holding that the suit was not barred by 
limitation. 

In disposing of the appeal it is well to 
make clear that the plaintiff admittedly is 
entitled to a decree as against the appel- 
lant only for one-half of the rent due for the 
six years. It is admitted before us that the 
other half has already been received by him 
from the defendant No. 2. 

The result is that this appeal is dismissed 
with costs. 

Atkinson, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 
Skcond Civil Appeal No. 1776 of 1916. 

January 29, 1917, 

Present :— Sir Henry Richards, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Tudball. 
SARJU DUBE and others —Plaintiffs 

— Appellants 

versus 

BADRI NARAIN and others — Defendants 

— Respondents. 

Pre-emption — Hindu Law — Rishtedar qaribi, yrand- 
father s brother' $ daughter's so)i y whether is. 

A grandfather’s brother’s daughter’s son is a 
rishtedar qaribi. [p. 596, col. 2.] 

Second appeal against the decree of the 
District Judge, Gorakhpur, dated the 5th 


September 1916, reversing that of the 
Munsif, Gorakhpur, dated the 16th May 
1916. 

FACTS. — This was a suit to enforce a right 
of pre-emption. The Court of first instance 
decreed the suit. The lower Appellate Court 
reversed the decree. The plaintiffs appealed. 

The following pedigree will help in 
understanding the facts of the case: — 


Njtman 


. r~ 

A jodhya 


rag, 


T 

Kashi 


r ; 

Janki 


Mahabir. 


r 

Ram&aran 


Jamna. 


f 

Ram lagan, 
defendant 
No. 7. 


Achaibar, 
defendant 
No. 5 


Sitaldhari, 

defendant 


vendors 


No. 6. 


Muktesb, 
defendant No. 8. 


r 

Muthu 


'i 


1 

Musammat Rukmina, 
daughter of A jodhya 


r 


r 




Badri Naraiu, Kedarnath, Nagesar 
defendant defendant 
No 1 No. 2 


vendees. 


1 

Bhagwat, 

defendant 

No. 3 


Nanku, 
defendant 
No. 4 


vendees 


1 


r ■ 

fapsi. 


1 

Surjo, 

plaintiff No I 


Kalapnath, 
plaintiff No. 2 


1 

Deoniau 


pre-emptors. 


The vendors were the grandsons and a 

great-grandson of Kashi. 

The vendees were the sons and grandsons of 
a daughter of Ajodhya, brother of Kashi. 
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The pre-emptors were the grandsons of 
Ajodhya. The wajib-ul-arz ran thus: — 

“ Jab kot hissedar haqiyat apna intiqal karna 
chahe to awwal biradar haqiqi, dusre nshte - 
daran qarihi % tisre hissedaran sharikpatti. bad 
hissedaran deli ke hath muntakil kar sakta 
hai % agar in men se koi bh°e lene ki khwahish 
r. ahin kare ya qimat wajibi nahin deioe to intiqal 
kuninda ko ikhtiyar hoga ki )iske hath chahe 
jarokhal karleice .” 

The lower Appellate Court dismissed the 

suit by the following judgment: — 

“The defendant purchasers have appealed 
against a decree of pre-emption on the 
ground that the lower Court has wrongly 
given a preference to the plaintiffs as 
being blood relations of the vendors where- 
as the purchasers are also blood relations 

and co-sharers. 

There were three brothers, Ajodhya, 
Prag and Kashi. The vendors are descended 
from Kashi. The plaintiffs and defendants 
are both descended from Ajodhya, the plaint- 
iffs are his son’s sons and the defendants are 
his daughter’s sons. The lower Court has 
made a mistake U) in holding that the words 
blood relations exolude blood relations c.v 
parte materna , ( ii) in mixing up marriage 
with relationship through the mother, (Hi) in 
holding that the defendants are not heirs to 
the vendees. 

The lower Court referred to a ruling, 
Mahabir Prasad v. Mahadco Prasad (1), 
where it was held that a son-in-law was not 
a blood relation. Of course, for be had no 
blood in his veins which came from his 
father-in-law. A phrase in that ruling has 
been taken by the lower Court to refer to 
relations ex parte materna but it is by no 
means clear that the ILon’ble Court meant 
to refer to facts other than the facts before 
it. Under ordinary Hindu Law the defend- 
ants are heirs to the vendors and the only 
point is that they are more remote heirs 
than the plaintiffs; but there is nothing 
stated in the wajib uUarz as to any preference 
among blood relations themselves. The 
words blood relations are words borrowed 
from English Law and they have the ordinary 
meaning in English Law. I may, however, 
note that even if the words used had been 
cognates interpreting rishtedar qariln'\ 
then, as Mayne on page 710 states, relations 

through the mother are also cognates. 

(1) 33 Ind. 4P5; 14 A. L. J. 447. 


I consider that the defendants are also 
blood relations and the plaintiffs have no 

preferential right of pre-emption and 1 

dismiss their suit with costs in both Courts. 

Mr. Braj Mohan Viyas , for the Appel- 
lants.— -The sole question is whether 

the vendees who are the vendors 

father’s father’s brother’s daughter s sons 
and grandson are the rishtedar qaribi of the 
vendors. I submit they are not. The 
ruling reported as Mahabir Prasad v. Mahadeo 
Prasad (1) clearly lays down that in 
Hindu families the daughter marries into 
an entirely different family and that she 
becomes a member of that family and to a 
large extent ceases to be a member of her 

own family. t 

Moreover, the word qmln is very 

suggestive. Hero are two persons, the 

pre-emptors and the vende s. The question i3 

who is rishtedar qiribi. The plain answer is, 

the pre-emptors, and if succession were to 

open to day the vendees will not be heirs. 

The pre-emptors would be, as they belong to 

the same stock. 


JUDGMENT.— We think the view taken 
by the Court below is correct. 

Appeal dismissed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Affellate Decree No. ‘2519 

OF 1915. 

February 2t>, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Eletehor and 
Mr. Justice Richardson. 

MOH1N1 MOHAN GUllA and otukrs- 

Plaintikks — Appellants 

versus 

JllANDA MIA CHOWKIDAR and others 

— Defendants -Respondents. 

Tallin, mmbiul — Ten it re- hoi Ac »*, interest of whether 

jk'nnanent and heritable, * 

The interest of a tenure-holder with regard to 
uncultivated lands of i\ noabad Uiluq is not perma- 
nent and heritable. Therefore a tank in a 

which is mow or less silted up, and a portion 
of i lu» waste land, can be settled hv Government with 
a pei son other than the original tenure-holder. IP- 

507, col. 2.] . 

Appeal against tbo decree of the District 

Judge, Chittagong, dated the 29th July 1914, 
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reversing that of the Mansif, South Rau.jan, 
dated the 29fch October 1914. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Babu Mohendra Nath Roy (with him Babu 
Khitish Chandra Sen}, for the Appellants. — 
The lower Appellate Court makes out a new 
case and finds that defendant No. 4 obtained 
a settlement of this tank from Government. 
The lower Appellate Court was clearly wrong 
in so doing. The land was a part of noabad 
taluq. The holding is permanent, though 
the rent is variable, so the Government could 
settle the land only with the original tenure- 
holders. Refers to JogeJi Chandra Roy 
v. Secretary of State (1) and Haider Ali 
Sikdar v. Secretary of State (2) and to the 
District Gazetteer of Chittagong, page 148. 
The tenant is entitled to get settlement but 
not of the uncultivated lands. The Govern- 
ment should have settled this land with the 
tenure-holder, under the noabad taluq. 

Babu Jogesh Chandra Roy (with him Babu 
Chandra Sekhar Sen), for the Respondents, 
contended that inasmuch as the tank in 
question formed part of an uncultivated 
waste land of a noabad taluq , the appellants 
• could not come and say that the Government 
should have settled it with the original 
tenure-holders. There is no authority to 
show that the rule that the interest in a 
noabad taluq is permanent and heritable and 
the revenue payable to Government is only 
variable applies in the case of uncultivated 
lands also. The Government was not required 
by law to settle the uncultivated land with 
the original tenure-holders, so the appeal 
ought to fail. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal by the 
plaintiffs from a decision of the learned 
District Judge of Chittagong, dated the 29th 
July 1915, reversing the decision of the 
Munsif of South Raujan. The plaintiffs 
brought the suit to recover possession of a 
share in the tank. The first Court decreed 
the suit. The lower Appellate Court has 
reversed that decision and dismissed the 
suit. 

Two points have been argued in this appeal. 
First of all, the learned Judge has found as 

(1) 24 Ind. Cas. r 5; 18 C. W. N\ 531 at p. 533. 

•2) 4 Ind. Cas. 49; 13 C. \y. N. 235; 9 C. L. J. 
205, 


a fact that the defendant No. 4 obtained a 
settlement from the Government of this tank. 
It is said that that was a new case and, 
therefore, the learned Judge of the lower 
Appellate Court was not entitled to find that 
case in favour of the defendant No. 4. I do 
not think that that is so. That case seems to 
have been set up at the outset and the state- 
ments of the Munsif in his judgment, though 

perhaps not so clear, go to warrant the 
fact. 

The other point that has been raised is 
that this land forms a part of what is 
known as noabad land. It is said that the 
Government could only settle the land with 
the original tenure-holders, that is, that an 
interest in a noabad taluq is permanent and 
heritable and that the only thing that is liable 
to be varied is the amount of the revenue 
payable to the Government. It is admitted 
that the authorities show that, at any rate, 
with regard to uncultivated lands, that rule 
does not apply. I n this case the land is 
clearly uncultivated. It was a tank which 
is now more or less silted up and a portion 
of waste land. There is nothing in the 
authorities to show that it is necessary for 
the Government to settle this uncultivated 
land with the tenure-holders under the 
noabad taluq. 

The appeal, therefore, fails and is dismiss- 
ed with costs. 

Richardson, J.— I agree. 

Appeal dismissed, 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Decree No. 329 

of 1914. 

May 14, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 

Srimat NARAIN DEO — Appellant 

versus 

Thakurain KUSUM KUMARI 

Respondent. 

Will— Execution — Undue influence— Advice or 
persuasion , whether unlawful— Illness of testator effect 
of — Burden of proof. 1 v 

The onus is upon the propounder of a Will to 
prove that the testator not only did make the Will 
but that he possessed sound testamentary disposition 
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u t the time of making the Will and that he made the 
Will of his own accord and not on account of any 
importunity or coercion, [p. 604, col. 2.] 

Advice or even persuasion cannot he said to be 
unlawful unless it deprives the testator of the freedom 
of the will and amounts to coercion, [p 604, col. l.J 
Illness is not in itself sufficient to invalidate a 
Will, unless it impairs the mind in such a manner ns to 
deprive the executant of the power of undei standing 
the consequences of making the Will. [p. 603, col. l.J 

Appeal from a decision of the District 
Judge, Bhagalpore. 

Messrs. Natesh Chnnder Sinha and Pancha 

Nand Chose , for the Appellant, 

Messis. S. N. Palit and Chandra Sekhar 

Sarkai, for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 


Chapman, J.— This is an appeal against 
the grant of Letters of Administration 
with the Will annexed to the testator’s 
widow Thakurain Kusum Kumari, The 
appeal is by the defendant caveator, who 
is a somewhat distant agnate of the testator, 
Thakur Protap Narain Deo. The property 
is of considerable value, being the estates 
known by the name of the Lachhmipur 
Raj, in the District of Bhagalpur and 

the Sonthal Pergannas. 

Protap Narain Deo had succeeded to 
the estate as an adopted son. The finding 
of the Court is that death took place at 
2 A. m. on Sunday the 23rd of November 
1913. The evidence is that the Will was 
exeouted at 10 a. m. the previous morning, 
Saturday the 22nd November. 

At the commencement of the year 1913, 
the testator Protap Narain Deo had four 
wives but no children. The respondent 
Thakurain Kusum Kumari is his eldest 
widow. 

The story of the execution of the Will 
told in the evidence is as follows: — 

In February or March 1913, the testator 
had a draft Will prepared by one ttfti 
Tarini Prasad Bahadur, a leading Pleader 
of Bhagalpur, in favour of his eldest wife 
Kusum Kumari above referred to. The 
execution of the Will was postponed in 
the hope of having an issue and with that 
in view the testator married a fifth wife 
in June 1913. In August 1913 the idea of 
making a Will again came under discussion. 
Tarini Prasad’s draft was looked for but 
was missing and another draft was prepared 
by another Pleader named Jogendra Nath 
Bose, Tarini Prasad haying died in the 


meantime. Tbi9 second draft was settled by 
Babu Chandra Sekhar Sircar, a leading 
Pleader of the Bhagalpur Bar. On this draft 
being taken to the testator at Deogbar where 
he was staying with his third, fourth and fifth 
wives, the testator said that he wanted to 
execute a Will in favour of his third wife who 
had been nursing him, his illness being con- 
sumption. Thereupon a draft in favour of 
the third wife was made by one of the 
Pleaders who had brought the second draft 
to him at Deogbar. This draft in favour 
of the third wife was taken to Babu Chandra 
Sekhar Sircar for revision. The Pleaders 
re'urned with the revised diaft and a note 
from Char.dra Sekhar advising the testator 
against the course which he was pro- 
posing to take. This note is dated the 
19th November. Four Pleaders attended 
upon the testator on Friday the 21st 
November with the draft and the note. 
One of these Pleaders pressed the testator 
to exicute the "Will in favour of his fiist 
wife. The testator remained silent, the 
Pleader then suggested that he should 
adopt. He refused and the Pleaders left 
Deogbar in the course of that day. During 
that night the testator had a conversation 
with his third wife in which he intimated 
to her his intention to follow the advice 
which had been given to him and she 
assented. Accordingly on the morning of 
Saturday the 22nd November he informed 
his Dew an that he was of opinion that 
the Will should be executed in favour of 
his first wife. The Dewan asked if he 
should send for the Pleaders who had 
taken away the draft; the testator answered 
that he had found the original draft made 
by Tarini Prasad in February cr March 
previous The only alteration necessary was 
to include the fifth wife whom be had 
married since the pieparation of that draft. 
Alterations were accordingly made and the 
Will executed and attested by as many as 
nineteen attesting witnesses. The Sub- 
Registrar was sent for and came after bis 
day’s work was over at 3 o’clock in the 
afternoon. The Will was registered lyl.iro 
at 4 o'clock. That night at about 2 a. m. 
the testator died. 

To pove ti e execution of the ^ ill six 
of lie attesting witnesses have been ex- 
a m i i ed. I here is also the evidence of the 
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third wife Champaklata Kumari in support 
of the Will, although she is not actually 
an attesting witness thereto, and there is 
the evidence of the Rub-Registrar who 
registered the Will on the day that it was 
executed. Among the attesting witnesses 
is one Babu Jamini Bhusan Roy, a medical 
practitioner of some distinction who had 
been summoned from Calcutta to attend 
the deceased during the last days of his 
illness. The evidence, therefore, as it stands, 
is of considerable weight. 

The arguments by which this evidence 
has been assailed are as follows: — 

It is said that the circumstances do not 
sufficiently explain the sudden change in 
the disposition of the testator after the 
departure of his legal advisers on the 
evening of the 2 1st of November. It is 
suggested that the Dewan manufactured 
the Will and had it registered. But in the 
first place no adequate motive for the 
manufacture of the Will can be suggested. 
The only result of the Will was to give 
the widows a power of adoption. In the 
absence of a Will the widows would have 
succeeded in any case although without 
the power to adopt. There was no motive 
for altering the Will in favour of the first 
wife so far as the Dewan was concerned, 
unless it be said that he wished to prevent 
litigation. Such a wish would clearly be 
an inadequate motive for running the risk 
of perpetrating a forgery. It is said that 
the story about the draft made by Tarini 
Prasad Bahadur in February or March 1913 
is improbable; that the sudden finding of 
the draft hy the testator ought not to be 
believed; the draft had previously been 
missing. It is pointed out that Tarini 
Prasad’s draft bears no signature and 
that the witness Abdul Gaffur who is said 
to have taken the instructions of the 
testator to Tarini Prasad was not examined. 
The suggestion is that the evidence is 
false and it was considered safe to mention 
the name of Tarini Prasad as he had since 
died. There is no doubt that there is 
something in this comment. On the 
other hand it* is a minor point and 
the comment is clearly insufficient to 
cutweigh the value of substantial posi- 
tive evidence of the execution of the Will. 
The only other comment .on the evidence 


in which there is any substanoe at all is 
with reference to the comparison of the 
signatures upon the Will with the signatures 
on two documents Exhibits A and B of 
the year 1911, In the endorsement on the 
Will for the purposes of registration the 
spelling of the word ^Narain” is different 
The signature on the third page of the Will — 
the letter ye of the word Sri ” — is differ- 
ently formed and all the signatures in the 
Will are in what is called the shekasta 
form of handwriting, while the signatures 
in Exhibits A and B are in formal hand- 
writing, resembling print. This comparison, 
however, in my opinion is not of sufficient 
substanoe to outweigh the valuable positive 
evidence. It is clear that these shekasta 
signatures in the Will are not copies of 
the forms of signature on Exhibits A and 
B. It may be that the testator adopted 
the shekasta style of writing during 
his illness. The testator was known to the 
Sub Registrar who had been introduced to 
him at a Darbar. The acceptance of the 

appellant’s case involves, therefore, the 

subornation of a Government Officer, the Sub- 
Registrar. The witnesses include persons 

who would naturally be present; the mosaheh t 
the guru, a local doctor, and the estate 
Kaviraj. There is also the evidence of the 
Calcutta physician, an independent witness. 

I have read this evidence and have not 
been able to find any sufficient ground for 
saying that the District Judge was wrong in 
giving credence to it. 

The affirmative evidence offered by the 

caveator to prove that the story of the 
execution of the Will was untrue consists 
mainly of the evidence of one Narain Panda. 
He says that at the time when the Will 
was supposed to be executed four of the 
attesting witnesses to the Will including 
the Calcutta physician were sitting with 
him and were not with the Thakur. This 
evidence has been dealt with at length by 
the learned District Judge and the witness 
has been rightly discredited. It is, of course, 
extremely improbable that if the Thakur 
was seriously ill that morning as the witness 
admits, the Calcutta physician should not have 
attended upon him. 

I accordingly find that the Will is a 
genuine document. 

1 have next to consider whether the Thakuf 
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at the time he executed the Will had a 
sound disposing mind. No doubt lie was 
emaciated and weak, but the Will was 
ore with which his mind had been occupied 
for some months previously. The alter- 
natives which his mind had to choose from 
were a Will in favour of his elder wife on 
the one hand and a Will in favour 
of the third wife on the other. The terms 
of the Will would be the same in either 
case and had previously been settled, It 
is difficult to conceive that if any strength 
remained in the mind at all there would 
not be strength enough to choose between 
these two alternatives. The Calcutta phy- 
sician states affirmatively that he was capable 
of understanding business at the time when 
he executed, the Will, llis condition does 
not appear to have been materially altered 
for three or four days before his death 
and there is the fact that he received the 
Pleaders on the previous evening and had 
mind enough to refuse to adopt when they 
requested him to do so. It has been argued 
that Colonel Browne the English Doctor 
should have been examined regarding the 
testator’s mental condition, but Colonel 
Browne left on the 10th and he would not 
have been able to give a decided opinion 
as to the condition of the mind of the tes- 
tator at the time when the Will was exe- 
cuted. There was no doubt that his con- 
dition caused alarm on the 19th, jet we 
have the affirmative evidence of the Calcutta 
physician that his mind was not prostrated 
and it was quite clear that it was not. 
The Sub-Registrar, who saw him at 4 
o‘olock on the evening of the day the Will 
was executed, says that he was not in an 
unsound state of mind and that he gave 
rational answers to questions put by him. 
All the attesting witnesses give evidence 
to the same effect. It must be remembered 
too that his third widow Champaklata 
says that he dismissed the terms of the 
Will with her during the previous night. 
On behalf of the oaveator the main evidence 
relied upon in this connection is the evidence 
of Sarat Chandra Mukherjee who was the 
retained Pleader of the Estate. It was he 
who engaged Colonel Browne and the Calcutta 
physician Jamini Bhusan; he went with them 
to Deoghar on the evening of the 18th 
Tuesday and saw the testator twioe a day 
until the time of his death, When he 


saw him on the Friday morning he says 
the testator could not speak; sometimes 
he made expressions of merriment 
and pointed out by moving his fingers. 
His evidence does not appear to me 
to displaoe to any material extent the 
evidence that the testator was of sound 
disposing mind, especially as the witness says 
that on the Friday morning he exhorted the 
testator to adopt a son — a statement which 
implies that his impression was that the 
mind of the testator was not completely 
prostrate. 

It is then contended on behalf of the 
caveator that the validity of the Will is 
vitiated by the fact of the importunity whioh 
was exercised by the Pleaders. Suoh pres- 
sure, however, as was brought to bear upon 
the testator was direoted mainly to persuade 
him to adopt a son. There was some pres- 
sure also no doubt in favour of the elder 
wife but he resisted this pressure. He 
refused to adopt a son and he would not 
assent to a Will in favour of his elder wife. 
The Pleaders left, and it is clear from the 
evidence of Champaklata that he consulted 
the latter and befoie finally deciding to make 
a Will in favour of his elder wife obtained her 
assent. No doubt in cases of importunity it 
is important to bear in mind the weakness of 
the testator’s condition. But he had the 
strength of Will left sufficient to resist the 
pressure brought upon him to adopt. It is, 
therefore, impossible to find that be did not 
exercise nil independent will. The Pleaders 
had no sort of hold over him; it was a case of 
independent advice given from outside by 
persons who had no sort of control over the 
testator. It is said that the Pleaders told 
him that it would be illegal to make a Will 
in favour of his third wife; but it is only the 
Dewan who uses the word illegal in this 
connection and he only says that it was 
the Vakil Sarat who told the testator that it 
would be illegal. Now it is quite clear from 
Sarat’s evidence that be bad little, if any, 
influence over the testator. Ti e other legal 
advisers had not suggested that a ^ id m 
favour of i lie third wife was illegal, and I 
am not satisfied that any impression was 
created in the mind of the testator that 
a \\ ill in lavrur of the third wife would 
be ill* gal. There is nothing in the evidence 

of Cl anif aklata to suggest that any such 
idea was in the mind of the testator, 
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The result is that I find that the Will was 
executed by the testator and he had a sound 
disposing mind at the time and that the Will 
was not vitiated by any improper importunity. 

I would, therefore, dismiss the appeal with 
costs. 

Jwala Prasad, J — The subject-matter of 
litigation in this appeal is the Will of one 
Thakur Pratap Narain Deo. He was possessed 
of large property known as the Laohhmipur 
Estate in the District of Bhagalpur. He 
died at about 2 a. m. on November 23rd, 
1913. The Will propounded is said to have 
been executed by him in favour of his first 
wife, petitioner respondent, on 22nd 
November 1913, at about 10 A. M. and to 
have been registered that very day at about 
4 o’clock in the afternoon by the Sub- Registrar 
of Deogarh at the residence of the deceased 
under Act XVI of 1908 in force in the 
District of the Sonthal Pergannas. The 
testator died childless leaving five wives 
behind him, the eldest being named 
Thakurain Ku9um Kumari and the third 
Thakurain Champaklata Kumari. It is 
unnecessary to mention the names of the 
other wives for the purposes of this case. 

On January 5th, 1914, Thakurain Kusum 
Kumari applied before the District Judge 
of Bhagalpur for the grant of Probate of the 
aforesaid Will of her late husband, and in the 
alternative for grant to her of Letters of 
Administration with the Will annexed. On 
21st February 1914 a caveat was lodged 
before the District Judge by one Srimat 
Narain Deo, the youngest of three brothers 
who claimed to be next of kin to Lalit Narain % 
Deo, whose adopted son the deceased Thakur 
Pratap Narain Deo was. An objection raised 
in the lower Court that caveator had no 
locus standi to oppose the application for the 
grant of Probate applied for was overruled 
by the District Judge by his order dated 
25th November, 1914. After contest the 
District Judge of Bhagalpur granted the 
petitioner Letters of Administration with the 
Will annexed and rejected the objection of 
the caveator by his judgment dated 15th 
June 1914. The caveator has appealed to 
this Court. The appellant alleged in his 
objection petition in the lower Court that 
the testator died on the 22nd November 
1913, and not on 23rd as stated by the 
applicant, suggesting thereby that he had 


died before the execution of the Will. This 
allegation has not been substantiated and in 
view of the overwhelming evidence on record 
to the contrary the appellant has given it 
up in this Court 

The main grounds urged before us by the 
learned Counsel for the caveator are as 
follows:— 

1. That the Will was not executed at all 
by Thakur Pratap Narain Deo and the 
signatures on the Will are not his signa- 
tures. 

2. That the testator at the time he is 
said to have executed the Will was not 
possessed of sound disposing mind. 

3. That the Will is not the result of 
the free volition of the testator but is the 
outcome of importunity of persons surround- 
ing him. 

As to the first of these, namely, that the 
Will was not executed at all by Thakur 
Pratap Narain Deo, Counsel for the appel- 
lant has based his contention mainly upon 
the fact that the signatures of the testator 
on the Will in question are different in 
style from those on certain documents, 
Exhibits A and B, filed in the lower 
Court. The Will in question has been 
attested by several witnesses, six of whom 
have been examined in this case. These 
witnesses have sworn that the testator put 
his signatures on the Will in their presence. 
The most important of these witnesses is 
the Kaviraj of Calcutta, Jamini Bhushan 
Roy, M. A., M. B., who attended the deceased 
from the 19th till his death on the 23rd 
November. The other witnesses are the 
Dewan and some other servants of the 
testator. The Sub-Registrar who has also 
been examined says in his evidence that 
he saw the testator sign the Will in his 
presence at the time when the admission 
of the testator was taken by him for the 
purpose of registering the Will. No sufficient 
reason has been assigned by Counsel for 
the appellant why the evidence of these 
witnesses should not be aocepted. I n face 
of the direct evidence of these persons it is* 
impossible to set aside the Will on the 
mere difference in style between the signa- 
tures or. the Will in question and those on 
Exhibits A and B. The signatures on 
Exhibits A and B appear to be similar 
while the signatures on the Will in question 



INDIAN OASES. 




j 602 

KARAIN DEO V . KUSUM KUJ1AR1. 

appear to be different in style from those 
on Exhibits A and B. The signatures on 
Exhibits A and B are in ordinary style, 
while those on the Will in question are in a 
style called shikasta. No expert has 
been examined in this case to prove that 
the signatures on the Will and those on 
Exhibits A and B are of different persons, 
and it is difficult for us to say that they 
are not of one and same person. The 
documents, Exhibits A and B, were execut- 
ed in May and September 1911, respective- 
ly, and the Will is dated November 22nd, 
1913. The difference in the style may 
possibly be accounted for by the difference 
between the dates of these documents. 
Besides the signatures on the Will were affixed 
when the testator was admittedly ill. This 
may be another reason for the difference 
in the style of the signatures. It is diffi- 
cult to override the direct evidence of the 
persons who saw the testator put his 
signatures on the Will by conjectures based 
upon the difference in the style of the 
signatures. To set aside the direct evidenoe 
in this case involves a conspiracy of the 
Dewan and the servants, and notably of 
the Calcutta Kaviraj and of the Sub- 
Registrar of Deogarh to set up a false and 
fabricated Will. There is r.o motive for such 
a conspiracy, and it is impossible to 
conceive what advantage could have been 
gained by these persons in setting up a false 

Will. 

The Sub Registrar knew the testator 
personally, and has mentioned this fact in 
the endorsement on the Will. It would 
have been extremely dangerous for the 
Dewan and the servants of the testator to 
put up a false person to admit the exe- 
cution of the Will before the Sub-Registrar. 
The Kaviraj of Calcutta is a medical practi- 
tioner of high status who has calls in the 
mofassil , is M. A., M. B., cf the Calcutta 
University, a Fellow of the said University 
and a member of the Senate A faint insinua- 
tion has been made against him of having 
1 possibly been bribed in order to put his 

signature cn the Will as an attesting witness 
and thereafter to prove the Will in Court 
0 by false evidence. Far from having t) 3 en 

S substantiated, the charge against him is, in 

my opinion, base and groundless. The 
motive suggested is also not adequate. I 
have, therefore, no hesitation in accepting 
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the direct evidenoe in tkis case that the 
Will was executed and signed by the testator. 

The learned Counsel for the appellant 
complains that certain documents called for 
by him, namely the account books of Debi 
Prasad Marwari and the Power-of- Attorney 
executed by Thakur Pratap Narain Deo in 
favour of the Hon’ble Sheo Shankar Sahai 
Bahadur, C. I. E , have not been produced 
in order to enable the Court to compare the 
signatures on those documents with the 
signatures on the Will. There does not appear 
to be any substance in this complaint, when 
the direct evidence on reoord proves beyond 
doubt that the testator did actually sign 
the Will. 

The second contention of the learned 
Counsel for the appellant, namely, that the 
testator was not possessed of sound dispos- 
ing mind at the time of the execution of 
the deed is based upon the fact that the 
testator was suffering from pthisis or con- 
sumption for sometime before his death; 
that he was bedridden at the time of the 
execution of the deed and that he died only 
about 13 hours after the execution of the 
Will. This contention is conoluded by the 
evidence of the aforesaid Calcutta Kaviraj. 
The fact that he has attested the Will as 
a witness is in itself sufficient to show that 
he as a medical attendant believed that 
the testator was possessed of sound dispos- 
ing mind. He was constantly in attendance 
upon the deceased from the 19th of November 
till his death. He has already stated 

in his evidence that the deceased was 
capable of understanding business. 

The Sub- Registrar, N. N. Mukberji, says 
in his evidence that the deceased gave 
rational answers to the questions put by 
him at the time when he went to take his 
admission for the purpose of registering the 

Will. 

The evidenoe of the Kaviraj and the Sub- 
Registrar is conclusive to show that the 
deceased was of sound mind both when he 
executed the Will at 10 a. M. and when 
he admitted the execution thereof and put 
his signatures thereon at 4 P. M. on the 
• 2nd. The other witnesses corroborate the 
evidence of the Kaviraj and the Sub- 
Registrar. 

There is no reason why the evidence of 
his third wife, Champaklata, should not be 
accepted as preying that the deceased w|8 
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perfectly sound and capable of executing 
the Will in question. The evidence is that 
from the 19th to 21st the deceased was 
aotually engaged in and applied his mind 
to considerations regarding the making of a 
Will by him. On the 21st he possessed 
sufficient strength of mind to resist the 
suggestions made by his Pleaders that the 
Will should not be executed in favour of 
his third wife. No doubt the deceased was 
ill for sometime before, but illness is not 
in itself sufficient to invalidate a Will 
unless it impairs the mind in such a man- 
ner as to deprive the executant of the 
power of understanding the consequences of 
making the Will. This is clear from Ex- 
planation 4 of section 46 of the Indian 
Succession Act, which embodies the principles 
enunciated in Judicial pronouncements both 
in England and in India. I am, therefore, 
of opinion that the deceased was possessed 
of sound disposing mind when he executed 
the Will. I do not agree with the appel- 
lant in his contention that Colonel Browne 
should have been examined in the oase. 
The evidence of Colonel Browne will not 
be very material for he saw the deceased 
only on the 19th, whereas the Calcutta 
Kaviraj was in attendance all through from 
the 19th up to the time of his death. 

The third ground urged by the Counsel 
for the appellant against the Will is that 
it is not a voluntary act of the testator 
but is the result of an importunity of the 
people surrounding him. It is said that 
the deceased had long before abandoned 
the idea of executing a Will in favour of 
of his first wife, and on the 21st November, 
that is only a day before the execution 
of the Will, he distinctly expressed his in- 
tention of making a Will in favour of his 
third wife inspite of the suggestions of his 
advisers to the contrary, and that it is 
impossible that the deceased could have, of 
his own accord, changed his mind so sudden- 
ly and that the Will in question must, 
therefore, have been the result of the per- 
sistent solicitations of the Dewan and other 
persons who surrounded him, when the de- 
ceased had physically and mentally become 
infirm and incapable of resisting the impor- 
tunity offered i o him. The contention does 
not appear to be borne out by the facts 
proved in the case. The evidence is - that 


so far back as February or March 1913, 
the deceased had contemplated making a 
Will in favour of his first wife and had 
also a draft made for that purpose by a 
leading Vakil of the Bhagalpur Bar, namely, 
Rai Tarini Prasad Bahadur. The execution 
of the Will was, however, postponed at that 
time, as the deceased thought of marrying 
a fifth wife in the hope of getting an issue 
and in fact did marry. In August 1913, 
he again reverted to his intention of making 
a Will in favour of his first wife and had 
another draft made, as the draft of Tarini 
Prasad was missing at the time. 

When the second draft was shown to 
him at Deogarh, the deceased said that he 
wanted to make the Will in favour of his 
third wife. His Dewan and the Pleaders 
who had come from Bhagalpur with the 
draft pointed out to the Thakur that it 
was the custom of the family that the 
eldest wife should get the property and 
that the execution of the Will in 

favour of the third wife might lead to 

litigation. But the deceased did not listen 
to this advice and had a draft of the 
Will in favour of the third wife made 
by his Dewan Nadiya Chand Dutt. This 
draft was sent by him to Babu Chandra 
Sekhar Prasad, a leading Pleader of the 
Bhagalpur Bar, for revising it. Babu 
Chandra Sekhar made some alterations in 
the draft and returned it to him, with a 
note that the execution of the Will in 

favour of a junior wife in preference to 

the first would be a departure from the 
old and ancient custom of primogeniture 
prevailing in the family and might lead to 
litigation. He also suggested in his note 
that the difficulty might be avoided if the 
Thakur were to adopt a son to himself. 
The dr^ft and the note bear the date 19th 
November 1913, and were put up to the 
deceased on the 21st, in the presence of 
three Pleaders from Bhagalpur and a 
Pleader from Calcutta. The Pleaders gave 
him the same opinion as was embodied 
in the note of Babu Chandra Sekhar 
mentioned above, and added that he should 
execute a Will in favour of his first wife. 
The Thakur remained silent, meaning thereby 
that he did not approve of the suggestions. 
The Pleaders then proposed to him that 
he should adopt a boy, to which the Thakur 



IsDlA:* CASKS. 


[1917 


604 

NARAIN LEO V. KUSUM KUMAKI. 

said that he would not adopt because he 
thought that he might get an issue. The 
Pleaders then left him and went away to 
Bhagalpur by the evening train that very 

day. 

It is contended by the appellant that 
the above amounted to an importunity 
offered to the deceased to execute a Will 
in favour of the first wife. I do not agree 
with this. All that the above amounts to 
is that the Dewan and his Pleaders pressed 
upon his consideration what they considered 
to be a good advice, but an ad vice or even 
persuasion cannot be said to be unlawful 
unless it deprives one’s freedom of the 
will and amounts to coercion. It was 
pointed out by Lord Oran worth in Boyse 
Y . Rossborough (I) that an influence in 
order to be undue within the meaning of 
any rule of law which will make it 
sufficient to vitiate a Will must be an 
influence exercised either by coercion or by 
fraud. Vide Williams 47 51. Section 48 
of the Indian Succession Act says that an 
importunity must take away the free agency 
of the testator in order to render a Will 
void. As a matter of fact the deceased 
did not yield to the advice offered to him 
and rejected it, and the Pleaders left the 

place. 

On the night of that day he said to 
his third wife that he wanted to execute 
the Will in her favour but that everybody 
else was of a different opinion. The third 
wife told him that she herself had no 
objection to the Will being made in favour 
of the eldest wife. The third wife had in 
the meantime consulted her father who was 
at Deogarh, and her father told her that 
she should not take a Will in her favour 
as that would lead to litigation. The 
consultation of the testator with his third 
wife on Friday night after the Pleaders 
had left seems to me to be the determining 
factor in the final intention of the testator 
to execute the Will in favour of the 
first wife. It was to please the third 
wife, who was nursing him during his 
illness, that the testator had thought of 
altering his original intention of making 
a Will in favour of his first wife, and 

(l) (1857) f> ft. L. C. 2 at [». ti- 2(> b. .1. Cl». 250; 
3 Jnr. (n. 373; 5 W. K. 414; 10 K. H. 1192; 108 

U. H. 1, 


when she herself said that she would like 
the Will to be executed in favour of the 
first wife there was nothing to prevent the 
testator from giving effect to his original 
intention. It is significant that the first 
wife was not at Deogarh at that time and 
so she could not influence him to make 
the Will in her favour, and there is no 
reason why the Dewan and other servants 
would exercise an undue influence on her 

behalf. 

It is thus clear that when at / A. M. 
of the -2nd the testator said to his Dewan 
that he would execute the ill in favour 
of the first wife, he did so out of his own 
accord and in the exercise of his own 
judgment in the matter, and not on acoount 
of any importunity offered to him. 

The original draft of the Will made by 
Rai Bahadur Tarini Prasad was put by 
him in his box as he wanted to marry 
the last wife for getting an issue. This 
draft was taken out by him, and after 
some necessary corrections being made was 
handed over to one Abdul Gafoor for 
fairing it out. There was no necessity for 
him to consult the Pleaders again, or to have 
another draft made. Abdul Gafoor wrote the 
Will in question from the draft. The 

deceased had the Will read to him before put- 
ting his signatures thereon in presence of 
the attesting witnesses, including the Calcutta 
Kaviraj referred to above. Abdul Gafoor 
has not been examined in the case, and 
this omission has been severely commented 
upon on behalf of the appellant. 1 think 
the scribe should have been examined, but 
in view of the unquestionable evidence on the 
record of the Will having been duly con- 
sidered and signed by the testator, the 
omission to examine Abdul Gafoor is not 
at all fatal to the case of the respondents. 

It is needless to refer to the authorities 
quoted by the appellant’s Counsel in the 
course of his arguments. There can be no 
dispute that the onus is upon the pro- 
pounder of the Will to prove that the testator 
not only did make the Will but that he 
possessed sound testamentary disposition 
at the time of making the Will and that 
he made the Will of his own accord, and 
not on account of any importunity or 
coercion. This has to be determined by 
the actual facts established in the oase 
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under consideration. As shown above, it 
has been proved in this case that the 
Will was duly made and that the testator 
was not in any way unlawfully influenced 
in making the Will. The appellant has not 
rebutted satisfactorily the evidence adduced 
by the respondent that the Will was duly 

made by the deceased. 

The appeal is, therefore, dismissed with 

costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT, 
k Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 3079 

of 1915. 

April 24*, 1917. 

Present : — Justice fc>ir Charles Chitty, 

Kt., and Mr. Justice Beacbcroft. 
HARISH CHANDRA ROY and others— 
Defendants Nos. 1 and 3 — 

Appe: lants 

versus 

SARAT CHANDRA BANDOPADH Y A— 
Plaintiff and SATISH CHANDRA ROl — 
Defendant No. 2 — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act XIV of 1£<S2', s. 319 — 
Symbolical possession — Limitation. 

An order of Court giving symbolical possession 
to an auction-purchaser under section 319, Civil Pro- 
cedure Code of 1882, on an application by the auction- 
purchaser made more than 3 years after the sale 
is confirmed is not without jurisdiction and a 
nullity, as such an order can be made by the Court 
of its own motion, without the intervention in any 
way of the auction-purchaser, and no period is 
fixed for such an order under section 319 of the 
old Code. [p. 006, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, !st Court, Dacca, dated the 
11th September 1915, reversing that of the 
2nd Additional Munsif, Narayangunj, dated 
the 30th April 1915. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Dr. Sarat Chunder Basak (with him Babu 
Frokash Chunder Pakrasi), for the Appel- 
lants. — Under section 31S of the Civil 
Procedure Code of 1882, and Article 17b 
of the Limitation Act of 1 877, . delivery of 
possession could have been given to the 
decree-holder auction-purchaser up to June 
1902. So any delivery of possession given 
after that date was a nullity and without 


any effect. There was in this case no 
proper legal delivery of possession, as the 
delivery of possession was not made within 
the statutory period from the confirmation 
of sale. Any delivery given by the Court 
after the proper time would not place the 
auction-purchaser in a better position. It 
is settled law that as between tbe parties 
to the suit symbolical possession is as 
good as actual possession, but to make the 
principle applicable, the delivery must be 
within time. There cannot be any legal 
delivery of possession by the Court if the 
Court professes to give it after the time 
within which the possession should have been 
delivered. The limitation in this case 
would run from the date of confirmation 
of sale. There must be some limit of time 
within which possession should be delivered. 
Even under section 319 of the Code of 
1882 the Court cannot postpone it for an 
indefinite period of time. So the present 
suit being out of time should fail. 

Babus TJpendra Lai Roy and Suresh Chunder 
Das, for the Respondents, were not called 
upon in reply. 

JUDGMENT. — The only question in this 
case is one of limitation. It appears that 
the defendants were the owners of the 
property in dispute, an 8-anna share in a rikmi 
taluq. That property was sold for arrears 
of rent at the instance of the landlord 
Radhika Mohan Roy on 9th May 1899 
and purchased by the decree-holder himself. 
The sale was confirmed on 20th June 
1899. The sale certificate was issued on 
6th May 19C4. Symbolical possession was 
given under section 8 19 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure of 1882 on 23rd July 1904. 
The present plaintiff bought the property 
from the representative of the decree-holder 
on Sth June 1906, and filed the present 
suit to recover possession on 9th March 
1914. If the time be taken to have run 
from the date of tbe confirmation of the 
sale on 20th JuDe 1899 the suit would 
obviously be out of time. If, on the other 
hand, it is taken to run from the date of 
the delivery of possession to the purchaser, 

i. e ., 23rd July 1904, the suit is not 

barred. 

The Code of 1882 is applicable to the 
case. It is admitted that the property 
was in possession of tenants under the 
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defendanfcs-judgment-debtors. Section 319 
was, therefore, the section which applied 
to the delivery of possession in this case. 
The purchaser appears to have made an 
application for delivery of possession but 
to have made it more than three years 
after his right to make that application 
had accrued. Me would, therefore, he out 
of time under Article 178 of the Limitation 
Act (XV of 1877). Section 319, however, 
does irot like section 318 prescribe that the 
Court’s order shall be made on application 
by the purchaser. Whether this was an inten- 
tional difference in the seotions or not it 
is not necessary to discuss. There is, how- 
ever, this distinction that under section 
318 the presence of the purchaser would 
be necessary before he could be put in 
possession by the Court. It may have been 
thought, therefore, necessary that in such 
a case he must first apply for delivery of 
possession before the Court could give it 
to him. Under section 319 all that has 
to be done is to affix a copy of the certi- 
ficate of sale in some conspicuous place on 
the property and proclaim to the occupant 
by beat of drum or some other customary 
mode, at some convenient place, that the 
interest of the judgment-debtor has been 
transferred to the purchaser. This could 
be done by the Court of its own motion 
and without the intervention in any way 
of the purchaser. In any case it has not 
been shown us that any period of limi- 
tation was fixed by the law as it then 
stood for an order by the Court under 
section 319. If that be so, it cannot be 
said that the order of the Court dated 
23rd July 1901 giv ing symbolical possession 
was without jurisdiction. It is conceded by 
the learned Pleader for the appellant that 
if this view be taken, the point of limi- 
tation cannot be successfully pressed. 

The appeal is accordingly dismissed with 
costs. 

Appeal tli* missed. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1254 ok 1916. 

May 16, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Sharfuddin and 

Mr Justice Roe. 

RAM SAHI and others — Appellants 


versus 

Mali j nth MAHAIUR GIR and others— 

Respondents. 

/»,.„/ si, fit — Bluiuli I'ln l -I'm, hur. •/ itonlihj of, proof 
of — }{ mi ii lnrn, ihl million hi, val’ic <>/ — Avcro'jc 
rate of rent. 

When* a plaint ilV sues for arrears of rent <*l l>hunli 
hind, lu* should Ik* allowed lo prove the actual produce 
for tin* years in suit and its prices. An admission of 
the rate <»f rent in a road-cess return some years prior 
to the years for which rent is claimed is not con- 
clusive as to the average rate. [p. 007, col. J.j 


Appeal from a decision of the District 
Judge, Saran. 

Messrs. Parmvshwar Ihjul and Uajendra 
Prasad , for the Appellants. 

Mr. B. N. Mitra, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Siiar iv dpi s, J. — The suit which gave rise 
to the present appeal was a suit brought 
by the landlords against their tenants for 
bhanli rent of the years in suit. The 
landlords have an interest in the village to 
the extent of one-third. They have made 
all the co-sharer landlords parties to the 
suit. 

Issue No. 2 raised in the suit was to the 
following effect : — 

“ What was the quantify of produce for 
the landlord’s share and what is its 
pricer 

The first Court gave a decree to the 
plaintiffs for rent in proportion to the one- 
third share which the plaintiffs had in the 
village at R*. 5 per bi<jha. The reason why 
this rate was adopted was that in 1309 
the plaintiff Ram Salmi had tiled a road- 
cess return on behalf of all the co-sharers 
in which he had stated the lands to be 
blmuli. ; but for the purpose of re-valuation 
be lmd given a certain figure in order to 
indicate the value of the produce and this 
figure was Us. 5. It was held by both the 
Courts below that inasmuch as the plaintiffs 
in 1309 bad stated that the rate was Rs. 5 
per high a they cannot be allowed to go behind 
their statement. 

On behalf of the appellants it is contended 
that they ought to have been allowed to 
produce evidence us to the amount uf produce 
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for the years in suit but that they have 
not been allowed to do so It appears 
from the order sheet that on their behalf 
not a single witness was examined although 
they had given a list of witnesses. 

It is further contended that Rs. 5 was 
the figure for 1309 and that since that 
year the prices of crops have risen and 
that the appellants should have been allowed 
to prove the actual produce for the years 
in suit and should have been given a decree 
in accordance with the produce for those 
years. 

An issue having been framed as quoted 
above, I think it was necessary that the 
plaintiffs should have been allowed to adduce 
evidence in order to rebut the presumption 
arising from their own admission that the 
average rate was Rs. 5 per bigha . 

For these reasons I would remand this 
case to the lower Appellate Court, so that 
an opportunity may be given to the appellants 
to adduce whatever evidence they wish to 
rebut the presumption arising from their 
admission that the rate was Rs. 5 per 
bigha. 

The District Judge is requested to decide 
this issue after an opportunity is given to 
the plaintiffs to adduce their evidence as 
to the actual produce of the lands for the 
years in suit and to return the record to 
this Court, together with his findings on 
this issue, not later than the second week of 
July 1917. 

Roe, J. — I agree. The issue will be decid- 
ed by the District Judge. The evidence may 
be put - on the record either by himself or by 
the Subordinate Judge. 

Case remanded. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 1197 

of 1915. 

July 24, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice D. Chatterjee and 

Mr. Justice Newbould. 

ASWINI KUMAR SAMADDAR— 
Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

BANAMALI CHAKRABARTY anl others 
— Defendants — Respondents. 

Decree obtained, by fraud , suit to set aside — Previous 


relevant decree , whether must be set aside — Evidence 
Act (I of 1872), 44-. 

The plaintiff brought a suit to set aside an e.r parte 
decree on the ground of fraud. In order to succeed 
in the suit, it was necessary for him to show that 
an earlier High Court decree (to which he was no 
party) was also invalid on the ground of fraud: 

Held , that the suit was maintainable without the 
plaintiff first setting aside the High Court decree 
by a suit framed for the purpose, as he was entitled 
under section 44 of the Evidence Act to impeach it 
in the present suit on the ground of fraud, [p. 607, 
col. 2.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, 1st Court, Backergunge, 
dated the 5th March 1915, affirming that of 
the Officiating Munsif, Additional Court, 
Barisal, dated the 6th August 1913. 


Babu Xaknlesicar Mookerjee , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Dr. 1). N. Mitra and Babu Satindra 
Nath Mukherjee , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT.— This is an appeal against 
a suit to set asidb an ex. parte rent-decree on 
the ground of fraud. 

In order that the plaintiff may succeed in 
this suit, it is necessary for him to show that 
an earlier decree obtained in the High Court 
is also invalid on the ground of fraud. 

Both the lower Courts have held that the 
plaintiff cannot maintain this suit without 
first setting aside the High Court decree by 
a suit framed for this purpose. The learned 
Subordinate Judge based his decision on the 
ground that the plaintiff was no party to the 
High Court decree. But this is no reason 
why the plaintiff should not show that the 
High Court decree was obtained by fraud or 
collusion under section 44 of the Evidence 
Act. 


In Woodroffe and Ameer Ali’s Law of Evi- 
dence, 5th edition, it is remarked: “ With 
regard to the parties who may show fraud, it 
is clear that a stranger to a judgment, against 
whom such judgment is used as evidence, 
may impeach it on the ground of fraud in the 
suit in which it is so used.” The plaintiff 
here is a stranger to the judgment and if the 
judgment is used against him as evidence, 
he is entitled under the section to impeach 
it. Both the lower Courts were, therefore, 
wrong in holding that the suit is not main- 
tainable. 

The case is sent back to the Court of first 
instance for decision on the other issues. 
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The appellant will get the usual certificate 
under the Court Tees Act for the refund of 
his Court-fee. The other costs will abide 

the result. 

Appeal allowed ; Case remanded 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Original Silk Appeal No. 93 ok 1913. 

March 20, 1917. 

present : — Sir John Wallis, Kt., Chief Justice, 

and Mr. Justice Oldfield. 

V. KRISHNA1Y AH— Appellant 


versus 

C. GAJENDRA NA1DU and others— 

Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code {Act V of IPOS), <>. XXI, r. 2 2 

(jii'il Procedure Code {Act XI \ vj 1 Kfc2), .*.248 

Hdjh Court Original Side decrees , revimr of— Decree 
against several persons— Xotic", Issue oJ\ to some— 
Limitation, fresh starting point of— Limitation Act {IX 

ofl908), Seh. I, Arts 182, 183. 

Both on the reason of flu* tiling and on the analogy 
of the provisions of the Civil Procedure ('ode which 
apply the doctrine of revivor to India, as regards the 
revivor of the decrees of the High Court, Original 
Side, notice must go to the parties against whom it 
is sought to revive the decree. | p. CON, eol. 2.J 

Explanation 1 in tin* 3rd column of Article 182 of 
the Limitation Act refers only to applications under 
the Article and has nothing to do with the revivor 
of Original Side decrees, [p. 008. col. 2; j». 000, col. 1.] 

Appeal from the judgment of Mr. 
Justice Bakewell, passed in the exercise 
of the Ordinary Original Civil Jurisdiction 
of this Court, in Civil Suit No. 203 of 1899. 

Messrs. Venkatasubba l\ao and ltadhukrish- 
nayya , for the Appellant. 

Messrs. K. Uamadmndran , T. I enkalasnbba 
Aiyar and Narayaua hasti ly for tho Respond- 


ents. 

JUDGMENT. — This appeal raises an 
interesting point as to which Mr. Venkata- 
subba Rao has candidly put the authorities 
before us. The question is whether Mr. 
Justice Bakewell was right in holding that an 
order of revivor of a decree on the Original 
Side made against the first defendant under 
section 248 of the old Code was inoperative 
a 3 against the 2nd defendant to whom no 
notice went. The term “revivor” in the 
3rd column of Article lb.*!, as is well known, 
refers to the Common Law practice which 
prevailed in the Supremo Courts in 
India under which, if a writ of execution 
was nut i.ued out within a year and a day, 


it was necessary to revive the decree by 
a process known as scire j arias or more 
fully scire facias quate e.vecutionem non habeat , 
that is to say, by calling on the judgment- 
debtor to show cause why the plaintiff should 
not have execution against him Whon the 
Cc.de of Civil Procedure came to be enacted, 
the rule was embodied in what was section 248 
of the old Code and now Order A XI, rule 22, 
under which when an application for execu- 
tion is made more than one year after the 
date of the decree, notice is to go to tho 
person against whom execution is prayed, 
requiring him to show cause, on a date to 
be fixed, why the decree should not be 
executed against him. This rule requires 
notice to go against the person against 
whom execution is applied for, and the 6th 
sub-section of tho 3rd column of Article 182 
of the Limitation Act provides that when 
such notice has been issued, the date of issue of 
notice to the person against whom execution 
is applied for to show cause why the decree 
should not be executed against him is to 
form a fresh starting point. We think 
both on the reason of tho thing and on 
the analogy of the provisions of the Code 
which apply the doctrine of revivor to 
India that as regards the revivor of Original 
Side decrees, notice must go to the parties 
against whom it is sought to revive the 
decree. .The whole doctrine, as is explained 
in the passage from Blacks’ one cited in Mr. 
Justice Bake well’s judgment, had its 

origin in the presumption of satisfaction 
which was held to arise when execution had 
not been applied for within a year after 
tho date of tho judgment. As regards 
Article 182, Explanation 1 in the third 
column provides that where the decree or 
order has been passed severally against more 
persons than one, the application shall take 
effect against only such of the said persons 
or their representatives as it may be made 
against. But where tho decree has been 
passed jointly against more persons than 
one, the application, if made against any 
one or more of them, or against his or 
their representatives, shall take effect against 
them all. This only applies to applications 
under Article 182, which in terms excludes 
applications swell as the present provided 
for by Article i S3. The Explanation refers 
only to applications under Article 182 and 
ban nothing to do with tho revivor of 
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Original Side decrees. For these reasons we 
think that the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Bakewell is right and that the appeal must 
be dismissed with costs of the 1st respondent. 

• Appeal dismissed . 

V.R.P, 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Order No. 156 of 1915. 

March J, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 

ABINASH CHANDRA DAS and others — 

Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

HEM KUMARI DASI wife of 
BASANTA KUMAR BISWAS — Defendant 

— Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1908), #. 148, Sch. 
II, para. 16 — Award fixing time for payment— Court, 
whether can extend time. 

A valid award on a voluntary reference in a pend- 
ing suit is binding and conclusive on all the parties 
and the Court is not authorised to interfere with any 
portion of it. [p. 610, col. 1.) 

Wheie in a suit, the matter in dispute is referred 
to arbitration by agreement of the parties and 
an award is duly made by which one of the parties 
is directed to pay a certain sum to the other party 
within a specified time and a decree is made thereon, 
the Court has no power to extend the time fixed by 
th j award for the payment, even on the ground that 
the case is a hard one. [p.*610, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the order of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Nadia, dated the 18th March 
1915. 

FACTS of the case appear from the 
judgment. 

Babu Manmatha Nath Roy (with him Babu 
Upendra Narayan Bagchi ), for the Appellants. 
-—The lower Appellate Court was wrong in 
ismissing the application for execution. 
awar d was made on the 23rd December 
1913 and the time allowed to defendant No. 1 
to pay to the plaintiff Rs. 3,600 was six 
months. The six months allowed by the award 
expired on 3rd June 1914. The payment 
into Court of Rs. 3,600 on the 4th June 1914 
was clearly out of time and so the appellants 
were entitled to possession in accordance with 
the terms of the award. The lower Court 

le , ^ P ower to extend the time 

he payment on 4th June was a good 
payment. The lower Appellate Court has 

39 
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erred in holding that the Court had the right 
to extend the time fixed by the award of the 
arbitrators. I he Court cannot interfere with 
the award of the arbitrators in any of its 
points. The Court has erroneously exercised 
jurisdiction in extending the time. 

Babuff tfra Prasad Chatterji , for the Respond- 
ent. — The decree on the award is made in 
the form of a decree in a redemption suit. 

[h letcher, J. — It is not a decree under 
the Code of Civil Procedure.] 

Section 148, Civil Procedure Code, applies 
to this case. Under this section the Court 
may, in its discretion, enlarge the period 
originally fixed even when that original 
period has expired. This section applies to 
an award made by arbitrators. When the 
money has been deposited before final decree 
for redemption has been made and the Court 
has accepted the money, the principle of 
Bepin Behary Shaha v. Mokanda Lai Ghosh 
(1) should be followed. Here the . Court 
must have condoned the delay of the 
respondent, when it accepted the deposit. 

JUDGMENT. 

I letcber, J.- — This is an appeal from an 
order of the learned Subordinate Judge of 
Nadia, dated the 18th March 1915. The 
appeal is preferred against an order dismiss- 
ing an application for execution. The facts 

are as follows:— The defendant No. 2 in the 

month of January 1901 mortgaged a certain 
property to the plaintiff to secure the sum of 
Rs. 4,750. A suit was brought on the mort- 
gage and it was decreed for the sum of 
Rs. 7,000. In execution of that decree the 
property was put up for sale and purchased 
by the plaintiff, the mortgagee, for the sum 
of Rs. 5,800 On attempting to take posses- 
sion the plaintiff was resisted by the defend- 
ant No. 1, on the allegation that she 
(defendant No. 1) had a lease of the property 
after the date of the mortgage for a terra of 
eleven years expiring in the year 1322 B . S'. 
So her lease has now wholly expired. The 
plaintiff then instituted a suit for possession. 
By agreement between the parties the matter 
in dispute was referred to arbitration. The 
arbitrators duly made their award on the 
3rd December 1913 and the award was as 
follows:— “Ouraward on the issues considered 

(1) 1 Ind. Cas. 780; 36 C. 122 at p. 128; 8 C. L. J. 
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together is that the plaintiff should get Mias 
possession of the properties in suit by evicting 
the defendants, unless the defendant No. 1 
pays to the plaintiff Rs. 3,600 including costs 
and interest within six months from this 
date.” No money was paid in accordance 
with the terms of the award within the six 
months allotted, which expired on the 3rd 

June 1914. On the 4th June 1914, the sum 
of Rs. 3,600 was, however, paid into Court. 

No payment having been made up to the 

3rd June 1914, on the 5th June 1914, the 

plaintiff applied for possession in accordance 
with the terms of the award, the award 
having been filed in Court in the ordinary 
way and a deoree having been passed thereon. 
The learned Judge of the Court below held 
that he had power to extend the time fixed 
by the award, that the payment into Court on 

the 4th June 1914 of Rs. 3,600 was a good 

payment and that, therefore, the defendant 
No. 1 had complied with the terms of the 
award. It may be noticed in passing that 
the first defendant did not pay any portion of 

the Rs. 3,600 to the plaintiff within the time 
fixed by the award. The learned Judge held, 
however, that he bad power to extend the 
period fixed by the award. In my opinion, 
he had not the power to do so. The state- 
ment in Russell on Arbitration wliioli may 
be taken as a correct statement of the law on 
the point is to this effect. I read from the 
Chapter I, page 307, of the Ninth Edition: 
“A valid award on a voluntary reference is a 

final and conclusive .judgment as between the 

parties respecting all tho matters referred 
by the submission. It binds the rights of 
the parties for all time without appeal both 
as to fact and law” and again in the same 

ohapter at page 318 the learned author 
states. "Upon an award for the payment of 
money at a particular time and place, the 
party who is to pay ought to come and tender 
tho money at the time and placo even if tho 
other party be not thero to receivo it.” It is 
quite clear that the arbitrators were acting 
within their powers when they directed that 
the payment should be made within six 
months from the date of their award, and that 
being their judgment, it is binding and 
conclusive on all the parties and the Court 
is not authorized to interfere with that 
portion of the award any more than with 
nny othei portion of the award. The learned 
Judge clearly had no jurisdiction to extend 


the time on the ground that the case was 
a hard one. As to whether the case is a 
hard one, it may be doubted whether it is so. 
This lady, the defendant No. 1, bad a lea8e { ° r 
eleven years which has how expired. 1 he 
right of redemption that was given to her 
was clearly for the purpose of supporting 
that lease for eleven years, which she would 
be deprived of by the plaintiff having purchas- 
ed in execution of a decree on his mortgage 
which was executed prior to her lease. But 
that reason has now ceased to e *ist. A “ e 
lease has now come to an end and def ®° d ' 
ant No. 1 has enjoyed all the rights that 

she had under that lease which is not binding 
as against the plaintiff. I think that the. 
learned Judge was wrong when he < xtended 
the time fixed by the award. We, therefore, 
allow the appeal, set aside the order of the 
Court below and in lieu thereof direct that 
execution do issue on the terms of the award 
for the purpose of giving khas possession of 

the properties to the plaintiff. The contest- 
ing respondent must pay to the appellant his 
costs in this Court as well as in the Court 
below. We assess the hearing fee at three 

gold mohurs . 


Newuould, J. — I agree. 


Appeal allowed . 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 8 S 5 of 1916 . 

May 21, 1917. 

Present: — Sir Edward Chamier, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 
Musammat BEGAN KUER and others— 
Dkpen dan ts — Appellants 

versus 

JHARl MAHTON— Plaintiff— 

Respondent. 

l'osscsshn, suit for— Benamhlur, whether can sue. 

A bcnamiiiae who has no interest of his own in the 

land in dispute cannot maintain a suit for possession 
on the basis of the sale-deed in his favour. IP, oil, 

eol. 1.] , . 

Appeal from a deoisiou of the Dislriot 

Judge, Gaya, dated the 6th April 1916. 

Mr. Kailash Pafi, for the Appellants. 
Messrs. Mrityun oy Lai and Atul Chandra 

Lutta , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Chamikk, C. J.— This appeal arises out of 
& suit bv the respondent for possession of 
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immoveable property on the strength of a 
deed of sale executed in his favour. The 
first Court dismissed the suit on grounds 
which it is not necessary to specify. The 
District Judge reversed the decree of the 
first Court and passed a decree in favour 
of the respondent. The appellants have 
pleaded inter alia that the respondent was 
merely the creature of a MukLtar named 
Jagdish Narayan and had paid them no- 
thing. At the trial evidence was given by 
the respondent that he was the real pur- 
chaser and by the appellants that the real 
purchaser was Jagdish Narayan. In the 
course of his judgment the District Judge 
used language which seemed like a finding 
that the respondent was no more than the 
benamida r of Jagdish Narayan. There being 
some doubt whether the finding was sufficient- 
ly definite, we adjourned the hearing of the 
appeal and subsequently heard the parties 
on the evidence relating to the question 
whether the respondent was the real pur- 
chaser or only a benamidar . Having examin- 
ed the evidence I have no doubt whatever 
that the real purchaser was Jagdish 
Narayan and that the respondent was only 
his benamidar and has no interest whatever 
in the land claimed in this suit. There 

is a long string of decision in the Calcutta 

High Court according to which a benamidar 

cannot maintain a suit of the kind now before 

us. . I think that we ought to follow those 

decisions in his Court, whatever our personal 

views on the subject may be. I would 

allow this appeal, reverse the decree of the 

District Judge and restore the decree of the 

first Court with costs here and in the lower 
Appellate Court. 

Jwala Prasad, J, — 1 agree. 

Appeal accepted. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Appeal Suit No. 74 of 1915 and 
Civil Revision Petition No. 1046 of 1915. 

December 1, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim and 
Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 

THULJARAM ROW — Defendant No. 2 — 
Appellant in A. S. No. 74 of 1915 and 
Petitioner in C. R. P. No. 1046 of 1915 

versus 

GOPALA AIYAN and others — Plaintiffs 
and Defendants No.*. 1, 3 and 4 — Respondents 

in A. S. No. 74 of 1915 
GOPALA AIYAN and others — Petitioners 
—Respondents in C. R. P. No.' 1046 of 1915. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1908), s. 11, 0. 
XXIII, r. 1 — Withdrawal of claim, order for — Incom- 
petency of Court to permit withdrawal , effect of — Rea 
judicata — Jurisdiction , irregular exercise of. 

An order permitting the withdrawal of a claim 
under Order XXIII, rule I, Civil Procedure Code, 
which is beyond the competency of the Court to 
pass, is not a nullity but an order passed in the 
irregular exercise of jurisdiction, and such an order 
does not operate as res judicata so as to bar a subse- 
quent suit for the same relief, [p. 613, col. 1.] 

Kali Prasanna Sil v. Panchanan Nandi , 33 Ind. Cas. 
670; 23 C. L. J. 489; 20 C. W. N. 1000, 44 C. 367 aud 
Robert Watson Sf Co. v. Collector of Zill ah Rajshahye , 
13 M. I. A. 160; 12 W. R. (P. C.) 43; 3 B. L. R. 48; 2 
Sutli. P. C. J. 269; 2 Sar. P. C. J. 500; 20 E. R. 511 
(P. C.), distinguished. 

Even if the order in the earlier suit be treated as 
a nullity, a second suit for the same relief is not 
barred as the claim remains undisposed of. [p. 612, 
col. 2.] 

Where a Court is properly seized of jurisdiction of 
the subject-matter of a suit and of the parties, 
orders passed in violation of the provisions of law 
regulating the further proceedings in the suit in 
relation to the subject-matter till the termination of 
the suit cannot be said to be so totally without 
jurisdiction as to render them nullities. Such an 
order can only amount to a material irregularity in 
the exercise of jurisdiction, [p. 613, col. 2.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Court =of 
the Subordinate Judge, Tanjore, in Original 
Suit No. 62 of 1913, and petition under 
section 115 of Act V of 1908, praying tbe 
High Court to revise the order of the 
Temporary Subordinate Judge, Tanjore, 

in I. A. No. 246 of 1915 in Original Suit 
No. 628 of 1913. 

Mr. A. Krishnasami Aiyar (with him Mr, 

S. Rangachariar ), for the Appellants. 

Mr. T . R. Ramachandra Aiyar (with him 
Messrs. T. R. Krishnasami Aiyar and K. 
Balasubramanya Aiyar) , for the Respondents", 
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JUDGMENT. 

Srinivasa Aiyangar, J. — This is an appea 
of the 2nd defendant, the present owner 
of the equity of redemption m a suit by the 
mortgagee to enforce his security, i e 
mortgagee was himself the owner of the 
lands. He sold them to the 1st defendant s 
deceased husband one Jatavallabar on the 
5th January 1899, who on the same day mort- 
gaged them to the vendor to secure Rs. 11, UUU, 
the bulk of the price. The mortgagor 
covenanted to pay interest at half a rupeo 
per cent, per month i.t., 6 per cent, per annum 

once every year. He agreed to pay Rs. 
out of the principal amount on the 30th Juiy 
1899 and the balance immediately the vendor 
mortgagee’s minor sons attained majority, 
which event happened in April 19^5, when 
the youngest of them became a major, in 

default of payment of the latter sum on the 

due date, the mortgagor agreed to pay 
interest at 12 annas per cent, per month U.eJ 
9 per cent, per annum. Most of the interest 
has not been paid and no portion of the 
principal money, and the suit is to recover 
the mortgage money by sale of the security. 
The plaintiffs— the 1st is the mortgagee and 
the other two are his sons — claimed interest at 
the rate of 9 per oent. not merely on the sum 
of Rs. 10,000, but also on the sum of 
Rs. 1,000. It was allowed by the lower 
Court and the first point raised in the appeal 
is against that claim. The language of the 
mortgage-deed is quite plain and against the 
claim of the plaintiffs. The decree of the lower 
Court must be modified by allowing interest 
on the Rs. 1,000 at 6 per oent. per annum 
instead of 9 per cent. 

The 2nd point is more serious and it is 
this. The mortgagee in 1903 sued for the 
interest aoorued due till then and for the 
Rs. 1,000 out of the principal. He prayed 
for the sale of a part of the seourity, vii., 
that specified in Schedule B to that plaint 
to realise the interest and of another 
part specified in Sohedule A to realise the 
principal amount. Jatavallabar was the 
1st defendant in that suit but he died before 
the trial and on his death, the present 1st 
defendant was brought on the record. 
Besidos Jatavallabar, three other persons who 
apparently claimed the A Schedule property 
adversely to both tho mortgagor and the 
mortgagee, were made defendants. Jataval- 
abar or the present 1st defendant did no 


appear to defend the suit, but the other 
defendants set up their adverse title At 
final hearing, the plaintiff after 
adduced evidence as regards his claim for 
interest against the mortgagor, 1st defendant, 
applied for^eave to withdraw his claim for 

with liberty to file a fresh suit on the ground 

that he was not ready with his e ’^' denoe 4 
prove his title to sell the A Schedule pro- 
nerties with which alone the contesting 

S tad..* were concerned. ThU «*» «“ 
by the Judge and a mortgage-decree ,« 
nassed for the interest by sale of the B 
Schedule properties; as regards the claim for 

Rs 1,000 the order was: suit withdrawn 

respect of claim B with liberty to sue again and 
plaintiff to pay corresponding costs ° ’ defe - 
ants Nos. 2 to 4. ” The appellant contends 
that the order permitting the ^thdrawal was 
beyond the competence of the Court and M » 
nullity and the present suit, in so far as it 
includes a claim to recover Rs. 1,000 a 
subsequent interest, is barred as the matter 
was res judicata. There is ft short answer 
To this contention, that if the previou 
order is a nullity, that being the only order 
which disposed of the claim for Rs. 1.00R, 
that claim still remains undisposed of ana 

must be tried, and it has now been tried 
this suit. In Kali Prasanna Sil v. 

Nandi (1), which was principally relied on by 
the appellant, the 1st Court bad dismissed the 
suit on the merits and in appeal, that dis- 
missal was confirmed; but the A PP® 11 ® 
Court, in addition, purported to give leave 
to withdraw the suit, whioh permission was 
held to be a nullity. The result was the 
original dismissal of the suit became bnal 
and the matter became res judicata under 
section 1 1 of the Code corresponding to see- 

tion 13 of the Code of 1882. That appears 
also to have been the case in Motxn 
Watson -V Go. v. Collector of Xillah Rajshahye 
(2). There was ft dismissal of the suit 
for want of evidence whioh was a dismissal 
on the merits, as is shown conclusively by 
the subsequent proceedings m the case. 
There was first a summary appeal to the 
Sudder Court, hut they held that the 


(l) 33 lml. Cus. 670; 23 C. b. J. 4S9i 20 C. W. N. 

1000; 41 C. 3t>i. p \ ig. 3 n k, R, 

(3 13 M. 1. A. 160; 12 \V. VVj 80* R 
4S; 2 Sutli. 1*. C. J. 260; 2 Bar. V. C. J. «Ml W *• “ 

511 1^. C.). 
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appeal must be brought by way of a regular 
appeal, i. e. f not as an appeal from an order, 
but as from a decree on the merits; and 
on a regular appeal being preferred, the 
appeal was dismissed. See page 164 of 
the report; Macpherson’s Civil Procedure, 
Chapter XXXIX, for summary appeals. There 
was no question of permission to withdraw, 
for there was no such procedure then, 
and there was only a statement that the 
order then passed which was a decree for 
dismissal was not intended to bar the plaint- 
iffs from proceeding as if the action had 
not been brought. This statement, it was 
held by their Lirdship3, could not prevent 
the actual dismissal from operating as a bar 
to the maintainability of the subsequent suit 
under section 2 of the Act of 1859, which 
corresponds to the present section 11 of the 
Code. That those decisions do not affect 
the present case is olftnous, for there had 
been no adjudication of any sort in the 
case on the claim of the plaintiff and the 
matter cannot, therefore, be treated as res 
judicata. The decision of their Lordships 
in Parsotam Gir v. Narbada Gir (3) is con- 
clusive on the point. In that case there 
was first a suit for recovery of possession of 
certain villages which was decreed by the 
first Court which decree, on appeal to the 
High Court, was reversed and the 9 uit dis- 
missed. The Appellate Court, however, ex- 
pressly stated that they were not deciding 
on the rights of the parties. A second suit 
was brought by the same plaintiff against 
the representative of the same defendant 
for the same reliefs and their Lordships, 
reversing the judgment of the High Court, 

held that the subject-matter of the second suit 
was not res judicata. 

The provisions of clause 3 of Order XXIII, 
rule 1, do not help the appellant as there 
has been no withdrawal without permission 
and the appellant is not entitled to treat 
one portion of the order, that giving permis- 
sion, as a nullity while holding the plaintiff 
bound by his withdrawal. 

It is not, therefore, necessary to express 
an opinion on the question, whether an order 
granting permission to withdraw with liberty 
to sue again, in a case where the Court 

(3) 26 I. A. 175; 21 A. 505; 1 Bom. L. R. 700; 3 
C. W. N. 517; 7 Sar. P. C. J, 538: 9 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 
1028 (P. C.). ' 


grants such permission on an erroneous 
construction of the provisions of law which 
gives the power, is a nullity. But with 
all respect to the learned Judges who decided 
otherwise, I venture to doubt whether such 
an order is a nullity as one passed without 
jurisdiction, strictly so called. When a Court 
is properly seized of jurisdiction of the 
subject-matter of a suit and of the parties, 
orders passed in violation of the provisions 
of law regulating the further proceedings in 
the suit in relation to the subject-matter 
till the termination of the suit cannot be 
said to be so totally without jurisdiction as 
to render them nullities. It can only amount 
to a material irregularity in the exercise 
of jurisdiction; for example, there is Order 

I, rule 10, which gives power to the Court 
to add or strike out parties; if an improper 
order is made under that rule, can the 
parties ignore it and treat it as a nullity 
though such an order may be said to have 
been made in one sense without jurisdic- 
tion? [See the language used by Lindley, L. 

J. in Moser v. Marsden (4).] Or again if an 
injunction is issued or a Receiver appointed 
under conditions or in circumstances not 
coming within the terms of the sections con- 
ferring the power, can a party treat those 
orders as nullities? I think the true rule is 
that if the Court has jurisdiction to pass 
orders of a particular kind, that in a parti- 
cular case it passed an order which it should 
not have passed is not a case of total want of 
jurisdiction soastorender that order a nullity. 
This is well illustrated by Gomatham Alamelu 
v. Komandur Krishnamacharlu (5), where a 
Court having general jurisdiction of such suits 
rendered judgment for recovery of land 
outside its territorial jurisdiction and yet that 
judgment was held not to be a nullity. 

The consequence of holding that an order 
giving permission to withdraw with liberty 
to sue again is a nullity and is capable 
of collateral attack may be serious. The 
terms of the rule are wide, and in particular 
cases it may be very difficult to decide whe- 
ther permission should or should not have 
beed granted; orders improperly passed but 
with jurisdiction and orders passed without 
jurisdiction are incapable of precise defini- 

(4) (1892) 1 Ch. 4V7 at p. 491; 61 L. J. Ch. 319; 66 
L. T. 570; 40 W. R. 520. 

(p) 2? M. 113, 
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tion. In this very case there was a serious 
argument that the order was quite proper, 
at any rate it was not one passed without 
jurisdiction, though we are inclined to hold 
that the permission should not have been 
granted. If a party who is dissatisfied with 
such an order is to be allowed to treat it as a 
nullity in a subsequent proceeding, without 
vacating the order by proper proceedings, the 
plaintiff may be subject to a serious risk, 
conceivably without any fault of his own. 
This was the view taken in Per uinal v. Pichan 
(6) by my learned brother and another 
learned Judge of this Court which was not 
cited at the Bar and in Ohhajju v. Khyali 
Pam (7) by the Allahabad High Court. This 
contention must, therefore, be disallowed. 

Two more points were taken, but were not 
pressed. The decree of the lower Court will, 
therefore, be modified in respect of interest 
as stated above and the appeal otherwise 
dismissed. The appellant will pay and 
receive proportionate costs here and in the 
Court below from the plaintiffs. 

The plaintiffs have preferred a memo* 
randum of objections; but there is no sub- 
stance in the points taken and it must be 
dismissed with costs. 

It is argued that 9 per cent, is to be sub- 
stituted for 10 per cent, as regards the 
principal, and the decree of the lower Court 
will be amended accordingly. 

C. R. P. No. 1046 of 1915 is also dismiss- 
ed, as it has now become unnecessary. 

Abdur Rahim, J.— I agree. 

Appeal partly allowed ; Decree modified. 

V.R.P. 

(6) 8 Ind. Cas. 268; 21 M. L. J. 574; (1010) M. 
W. N. 791; 0 M. L. T. 275. 

(7) 14 Ind. Cas. 175; 9 A. L. J. 578. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal prom Appellate Decree No. 3585 

of 1914. 

March 1, 1917. 

Present:— Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 
BHUPENDRA KUMAR. SARKAR and 
others— Plaintiffs— Appellants 

versus 

Ram KISSOR1 DASI Executrix to the 
Estate of late RANESWAR BHOWM1K 
— Defendant — Respondent. 

Rengal Truancy Act ( F//7 of 1885), s, 68 — laudhr 


and tenant— Interest on arrears of rent disallowed — 
Regulation VIII of 1819- Collector, whether has judicial 
capncity-Collector, power of, to make order as to costs 
in proceedings before him — Tender oj rent Contract 

Act {IX of 1872), 8. 38— Costs. 

In decreeing a suit for arrears of rent a Court is 
entitled under section 68 (1) of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act to disallow interest to the landlord-plaintiff, if 
it finds that a proper tender liad been made by the 
tenant defendant, of the rents due before proceed- 
ings were instituted for their realisation. |_p. 6l5 > 

Under the provisions of Regulation YIII of 1819 
the Collector lias power, when an application is 
made under the Regulation for the purpose of 
realising the rent in arrears, to determine the aotual 
rent due and has a <p<a$?-judicial capacity, and, there- 
fore, has jurisdiction to direct in what manner the 
costs of the proceedings before him ought to he 
borne, [p. 616, col. 1.] 

Ordinarily a litigant who succeeds on his claim, 
nit hough he may be deprived of his costs for some 
reason, cannot bo ordered to pay the costs of the 
othor side. Rut in a case where the tenant defendant 
having tendored the rent duo made an offer of per- 
formance under section 38 of the Contract Act before 
a suit was instituted for its recovery, the Court 
which deoreos the suit has jurisdiction to direct, that 
the plaintiff should pay to the defendant his costs in 
the suit. [p. 616, col. 1 .] 

Appeal against the decree of the Distriot 
Judge, Berhampore, dated the 19th August 
1914, confirming that of the Munsif, Berham- 
pore, dated the 30th March 1914. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Babu Karunamoy Bose t for the Appellants. 
— Section 68 of the Bengal Tenanoy Act has 
no application to this case. The Collector who 
awarded costs to the respondent acted wholly 
without jurisdiction in so doing. There is no- 
where in Regulation VIII of 1819 any pro- 
vision for the awarding of suoh costs or for 
the realisation. 

[Babu Ram Chandra Majumdar , for the Re- 
spondent. — The application of the landlords 
under Regulation VIII of 1819 was dismissed, 
and the Collector, who heard the application, 
had certainly jurisdiction to award costs to 
the patjiidar under section 14 of the Regula- 
tion. This has been the praotioe for the la9t 
50 years.] 

Section 68 (2) refers to a case where a 
suit is instituted for recovery of arrears of 
rent without reasonable or probable cause, *.e., 
where there is no just claim on the 

part of the landlord. In this case admitted- 
i ly rent was due to the landlords and the 
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tender alleged to have been made was not 
a proper tender made at a proper time. 
The patnidar might have deposited his rent 
in Court, if he had the real intention of pay- 
ing it before it fell into arrears. As soon 
as rent falls into arrears the landlord has 
every right to bring a suit for the reaovery 
of the arrears. Section 38 of the Contract 
Act shows what are the essentials for a pro- 
per tender. According to tho contract of 
lease, the patnidar was bound to pay the rents 
according to the instalments, and unless 
tender was made before the instalments fell 
due, such tender was not a good tender. 
Moreover, no damages were claimed by the 
tenant defendants in their written statement, 
and, therefore, the lower Courts were wrong 
in awarding damages to the defendants. 

Babu Ram Chandra Mazumdar (with him 
Babu Upendra Narain Bagchi) t for the Re- 
spondents. — Before proceedings were taken 
before the Collector under Regulation VIII 
of 1819, ray client offered the whole amount 
due. But the landlords did not accept the 
amount. The patnidars were unnecessarily 
harassed by the proceedings, and the Collec- 
tor had every po*er to award to them costs 
by way of compensation. The zemindar can- 
not claim the power of initiating proceedings 
before the Collector under Regulation VIII, 
without having the risk of paying costs to 
the patnidats when such proceedings are 
found to have been instituted without reason- 
able cause. A Collector determining a pro- 
ceeding taken by the zemindir for realisation 
of patni rent under the Regulation acts like 
a Civil Court; so he has jurisdiction to award 
costs. Refers to section 8, piragraph 2 of 
Regulation VIII of 1819, Regulation VII 
of 1882, Act X of 1859 and Nilmoni Singh 
Deo v. Taranath Mukerjee (1). The lower 
Appellate Court has found that a proper 
tender wa9 made before the institution of the 
proceedings before the Collector. That 
finding is conclusive in seoond appeal. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal by the 
plaintiffs against the judgment of the learned 
District Judge of Berhampore, dated the 19th 
August 1914, affirming the decision of the 
Munsif of the same place. The plaintiffs 

brought the suit to recover the rent in 

(1) 9 C. 295; 12 C. L. R. 361; 9 I. A. 174; 5 
Shome L. R. 130; 4 Sar. P. Q. J. 392; 6 Ind. Jur. 547; 
4 lud. Dec. (n. a.) 846, 
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arrear, they being the zemindars and the 
defendant being the patnidar under them. 
The plaintiffs put in before the Collector an 
application under Regulation VIII of 1819, 
for the purpose of realising the rent in 
arrears. They claimed a sum in excess of 
what was admitted by the defendant. The 
result was that the Collector having adjudi- 
cated under section 14 of the Regulation on 
this matter found the rent to be as stated by 
the defendant and awarded a sum of Rs. 32 
to the defendant as her costs in the proceed- 
ings before him. The plaintiffs did not 
accept this and brought the present suit for 
recovering the rent in arrears. The suit 
failed in both the lower Courts and the grounds 
on which it failed are these: — First of all the 
Courts found that a proper tender had been 
made by the defendant of the rent due before 
the proceedings were instituted and that, 
therefore, no interest ought to be awarded to 
the plaintiffs under section 68 (1) of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. The second finding was 
that the defendant was entitled to set off the 
sum of Rs. 32 awarded to her as costs by the 
Collector and the third finding was that the 
defendant was entitled to get damages under 
the provisions of section 68 (2) of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. At the hearing of the appeal 
before us, another point was made, namely, 
that there was a clear admission in the 
written statement that a sum of R^. 75-8-6 
was due to the plaintiffs and that the Courts 
ought nofc.to have gone behind that admission. 
Bat this last point is not raised in the 
grounds of appeal before us and apparently 
it was not raised in the grounds of appeal 
before the lower Appellate Court. It is too 
late now to consider this point, that was 
not made until the cise was actually argued 
before us. 

Now, as to the first point, namely, the dis- 
allowance of interest, the learned Judge was 
clearly entitled to disallow interest under 
section 68 (1) of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
he having found that the defendant had 
made an offer of performance within the 
meaning of section 38 of the Indian Contract 
Act. Once he has made that finding, then 
the defendant is not responsible for the non- 
performance; that means that she is not liable 
to pay interest on the amount due. 

The second point was that the Collector 
bad no jurisdiction under the provisions of 
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Regulation VIII of 1819 to award to the 
defendant any costs of the proceedings before 
him. Mr. Majumdar, who has conducted the 
appeal on behalf of the defendant-respondent, 
has given us an interesting historical state- 
ment as to the position of the Collector under 
that Act and as to how he came to supersede 
the Civil Court as originally provided in the 
Regulation. I think the case rested on a 
broader basis than that. The Collector had 
power to determine the actual rent and had 
a quasi - judicial capacity and, therefore, had 
jurisdiction to direct in what manner the 
costs of the proceedings before him ought to 
be borne. I think the learned Judge was 
right in coming to the conclusion that the 
costs before the Collector awarded in favour 
of the defendant should be set off as against 
the amount sued for. 

The next point was as regards the claim 
under section 08 (2) of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. The learned Judge has found that the 
suit was instituted without reasonable and 
probable cause and in that view, sub-section 
(2) of section 68 clearly gave the Court juris- 
diction to award damages under that section. 

Finally the learned Judge directed the 
plaintiffs to pay the CDsts of the suit. Ordi- 
narily, of course, a litigant who succeeds on 
his claim, although he nray be deprived of his 
oosts, cannot be oidered to pay them. But 
in a case that comes under section 88 of the 
Indian Contract Act, the defendant is not 
responsible for non performance and if he 
is not responsible for non-performance, 
if he is not awarded the costs of the suit, 
it ipay be said that he is made responsible 
for the non-performance of the contract. I 
think, therefore, that the Judge had juris- 
diction to direct that the plaintiff should pay 
to the defendant her coats in the suit 
although not twice over, as was apparently 
ordered by the Munsif. In the lower Appel- 
late Court, apparently the order for costa 
was not made twice over and the order, 
though made in that form in the Court of 
first instance, may perhaps he varied by 
simply altering the decree of the Munsif 
from one dismissing the suit with costs to a 
simple dismissal of the suit without any 
order as to costs, the defendant having al- 
ready been given credit for the amount 
awarded to her by the Court for the costs of 

the suit, Subject to this slight alteration in 


the decree of the Court of first instance, the 
present appeal fails and must be dismissed 
with costs. 

Newbocld, J. — I agree. 

A ppeal dismissed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 1625 

of 1915. 

February 14, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Richardson. 
RAHMATULLA SHEIKH— Defendant — 

Appellant 

versus 

ISABUDDIN SARKAR and others— 
Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

Landlord and tenant— Ejectment of u tul er-miynt on 
ex pirij of term of kabuliyat — Stipulation for second 
settlement — l/wfo-raiyat not expressing willingness fo 
carry out stipulation , consequence of —Pleadings — Time , 
whether of essence of contract. 

In a suit brought by the plaintiff, a raiyat , to eject 
the defendant, an under- raiyat, on tho expiry of 
tho term of his kabuliyat which contained a condition 
to the effect that on the expiry of the term of the 
lease tho tenant shall take a second settlement and 
unless he does so he shall have no interest in the land, 
the defendant pleaded that tho kabuliyat was im- 
properly obtained from him by the plaintiff and he 
was, therefore, not bound by tho terms thereof, hut he 
did not say that he was willing to take a fresh settle- 
ment nor did he express such willingness until after 
tho close of the evidence and apparently when the 
caso was being argued: 

Held , that the plaintiff was entitled to a decree 
for ejectment when it was found that the terms of the 
kabuliyat were binding upon the defendant and that 
the defendant was not entitled to plead an equitable 
defence against tho plaintiff's right to possess the 
land, as he never pleaded that he was ever ready and 
willing to take a second settlement and did not prove 
that ho was ready and willing to perform his part 
of the contract, [p. 017, col. 2.] 

In a case of this nature, time is not of tho 
essence of tho contract unless it is made so. [p. 617, 
col. 2.] 

Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, Rangpur, dated the 6th May 1915, 
reversing that of the Officiating Munsif, 
Gaibanda, dated the 13th June 1914. 

FACTS of the case appear from tho 
judgment. 

Babu Atul Chandra Gupta, for the Appel- 
lant. — There is a condition in the kabuliyat 
which runs to the effect that, *on the 
expiry of the term of the lease, I shall take a 


INDIAN OASES. 


Vol. XL] 

RAHMATULLA SHEIKH V. ISABUDDIN SARK'AR. 

eeoond settlement’. The defendant is entitled 
to a second settlement under the terms of 
the lease. When a tenant says: ‘I shall 
take as fresh settlement,’ in a kabuliyat in 
this country it creates a bilateral contract. 
Time is not of the essence of the contract in 
the present case. No time has been stated 
in the lease. Refers to Moss v. Barton (1). 
This is the ordinary rule. Unless the defend- 
ant makes a default, he cannot be evicted. 
There is no evidence whatsoever that the 
defendant has made any default in regard to 
the second settlement. Further, the defend- 
ant expressed his willingness to take a 
fresh settlement. And as time is not of the 
essence of the contract here, the defendant 
has a light to remain in possession on taking 
a fresh settlement. 

Babu Bepin Behari Ghosh , for the Respond- 
ent. — The tenant did not seek for specific 
performance of the contract. His lease ends 
under section 49 ( b ) of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. He cannot resist an action in eject- 
ment by the landlord. Clause (6) of section 
49 covers the case of a written lease without 
a term of years. Komaruddi v. Sreenath 
Chowdhury (2). * 

Babu Atul Chandra Gupta replied. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal by the 
defendant from a decision of the learned 
District Judge of Rangpur, dated the 6th 
May 1915, reversing the decision of the 
Officiating Munsif of Gaibanda. The suit 
was brought by the plaintiff, a raiyat , to 
eject the defendant, an under- raiyat, whose 
term had expired. Against the plaintiff’s 
claim, the defendant pleaded that the 
kabuliyat which he had executed in favour of 
the landlord, the plaintiff, had been obtained 
from him improperly and so he was not bound 
by the terms thereof. That point has been 
found against the defendant. The kabuliyat 
contained a condition to the following effect: 

‘On the expiry of the term of the lease, I 
shall take a second settlement. Unless I do 
so, I shall have no interest in the land.” 
The defendant has not taken a fresh .settle- 
ment and, according to his contract, he is to 

(1) (1866) 1 Eq. 474; 35 Beav. 197;* 13 h. T. 623; 
55 E. R. 870; 147 R. R. 1 10. 

(2) 8 C- W. N. 136, 
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nave no interest in the land. He never said 
that he was willing to take a fresh settlement 
and he never expressed his willingness until 
after the close of the evidence and apparently 
until the ease was being argued. The defend- 
ant s case was that he was not bound by the 
terms of the document at all; and the case 
whether he had always been ready and 
willing to perform his part of the contract 
by taking a fresh settlement was never 
tried. If that case had been in issue 
instead of the case as to whether the defend- 
ant was or was not bound by the terms of 
the agreement, the plaintiff might have 
produced evidence to show that the defendant 

far from being ready and willing to perform 

the contract was in default and had been in 
repeated defaults. It is quite true, as Mr 
Gupta, who appears for the defendant-appel- 
lant, says, that in a case of this nature, the 
time is not the essence of the eontraot unless 
it is made so. But notwithstanding that, 
except the statement made before the learned 
Judge, there is nothing to show that the 
defendant was ever ready and willing to 
perform his part of the contract; and, unless 
he was ready and willing to perform his 
part of the contract, the plaintiff was entitled 
to eject him. It is only when he proves that 
he was ready and willing that he would be 

, ? J? ' P lea _ d an equitable defence against the 

plaintiff s right to possess the land. In this 
case, if the defendant meant to rely upon 
this point, he ought to have set it up in his 
written statement and had a distinct issue 
raised on it instead of pleading a false ease as 
it turns out to be that the kabuliyat had been 
taken from him by improper means. Although 
the reasons given by the learned Judge in his 
judgment express somewhat too broadly 
the duties of the defendant under the terms 
of the agreement I am satisfied that this 
defendant never did set up in the suit, until 
he was far too late, that he was willing to be 
bound by the obligation in the kabuliyat and 
that he had always been ready and willing 
to perform his part of the contract. That 
case cannot be properly decided without 
having the pent raised in proper time and 
without having an issue properly framed on 
the point and evidence taken on both 

as to whether the defendant’s statement is or 

is not true. I think, on the whole, that the 
result arrived ,at by the learned District 
Judge decreeing the plaintiff’s suit is correct 
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The present appeal, therefore, fails and must 
be dismissed with costs. 

Richardson, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1707 ok 191-4. 

May 8, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Scott Smith and 
Mr. Justice Broadway. 

BISHEN SINGH and others— Plaintiffs — 

Appellants 

versus 

FEROZ CHAND and others — 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Punjab Pre-emption Act {ll of 1905), s. 29 — Delivery 
of possession by attornment of tenants and by pointing 
out land sold — Pre-emption, suit for — Limitation. 

Jn a suit for pre-emption it appeared that the sale 
sought to be pre-empted was an oral one and had 
taken place some six months prior to 26th July 1907, 
and that possession was, in June 1907, delivered to the 
vendors by getting tho tenants to attorn to the 
vendees and by pointing out on the spot each and 
every Hold which had been sold. The suit having been 
instituted on the 1st October 1909: 

Held, that tin- vendees came into physical posses- 
sion of the land sold in June 1907 within the 
meaning of section 29 of tin- Punjab Pre-emption 
Act and that the suit having been instituted more 
than one year after that date was, thorefoie, time- 
barred. \ p. (520, eol. 1.] 

Second appeal from the decree of the 
Divisional Judge, Rawalpindi, dated the 
5th May 1914, reversing that of the 
Subordinate Judge, Jhelum, dated the 10th 
February 1911, decreeing the claim in 
part. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Muhammad Shaft, for 
the Appellants. 

1 he Hon’ble Pandit Shea Narain , for 
the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — These are two appeals by 
rival pre-emptors against the decisions of 
the lower Appellate Court that their suits 
are bar red by time. The sale sought to 
he pre-empted was an oral one of agricultural 
land and took place, according to tho 
statement of Jawala Shah, in the mutation 
proceedings, some six months prior to 2(>th 
July 1907, which is the date of the pattern- i's 
report. 1 lie mutation was sanctioned on 
the 30th August 1909. Bishan Singh and 


others, plaintiffs appellants in Appeal No* 
1707 brought their suit on the 1st October 
1909. Tshar Das and another, plaintiffs- 
appellants in Appeal No. 2235, brought 
their suit on the 19th of April 1910. 
The first Court held that the land sold 
did not admit of physical possession and 
that the starting point for limitation under 
section 29 of the Punjab Pre-emption Aot 
of 1905 was the date of the mutation. It, 
therefore, held that both the suits were in 
time, and gave the pre-emptors decrees for 
the laud in proportion to the respective 
amounts of land revenue paid by them. 
In appeal the Divisional Judge held that 
it was proved that the vendees took pos- 
session of part of the land sold in May 
and June 1907 and consequently that the 
limitation ran from those months, and both 
the suits having been brought more than a 
year after June 1907 were barred by timo. 

Mr. Shafi, who appeared for the appel- 
lants in App9al No. 1707, urged that the 
lower Appellate Court ought to have stated 
definitely on what pleas, and in what 
manner, the vendees had obtained posses- 
sion. He went on to argue that any pos- 
session which the vendees bad obtained 
was only constructive, and not physical 
possession within the meaning of section 
29 of the Pre-emption Act and that, there- 
fore, limitation ran from the date on whioh 
mutation was attested. In his judgment 
the Divisional Judge refers to Khisra Nos. 
2920, 3025 and 2189, in regard to whioh 
he says it was argued before him that 
the vendees had taken possession in Jane 
1907, but he 1ms not clearly stated that 
these are the fields of whioh he finds that 
the vendees did actually take possession, 
though we think this was probably his 
intention. It was also argued before him 
that the vendees ejected certain tenants 
and replaced them by others in Rahi of 
1904 corresponding with May 1907, and 
thereby took physical possession of those 
fields. He has not, however, come to auy 
definite finding that the vendees obtained 
physical possession of those fields within 
the meaning of section 29 of the Act. 

In view of his somewhat indefinite find- 
ing we have examined the evidence as to 
the taking of possession by the vendees. 

The numbers of whioh Mr. Sheo Narain 
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argues the vendees took physical possession 
are Nos. 2920, 3025 and 2189. In regard 
to these the following is the evidence on 
the record. At page 37 of the paper-book 
in answer to question 5 of the interro- 
gatories Narain Das, Patwari , stated as 
follows: "in the girdawari papers for Rabi 
Sambat 1964, the land is entered to be 
in possession of Sardar Hari Singh, etc. 
In the roznamcha the following remarks 
appear under date th9 19th June 1907 : — 

‘At the request of Jawala Sahai, resident 
of Chakwal, I pointed out to him on the 
spot the fields which are entered in the 
papers as belonging to the brother of Hari 
Singh, etc.’” This witness was also examined 
in Court (see page 63 of the paper-hook), 
where at line 27 he states: ‘the mutation 
entry is made on 26th July 1907. As per 
my diary for that date I went to point out 

the fields on 19th June 1907.” Kirpa Ram 
witness, who is agent of Sardar Hari Singh 
vendor, stated (page 59, line 22, paper-book): 
"possession was delivered between 14th and 
30th of Bisakh (May 1907), the exact 
date not known. It was delivered on the 
spot by directing the tenants that the vendees 
shall take the produce for Rabi 1964. The 
patwari was called. He pointed out the 
fields. A small portion was uncultivated. 
It was pointed out on the spot.” At 
page 80, line 16, he says: — The fields were 
shown one. by one on the spot.” It should 
be noted that Jawala Shah, to whom the 
fields were pointed out, is the father of 
the minor vendees. The three numbers 
mentioned above were admittedlyuncultivated 
in June 1907. It appears then from this 
and other evidence that possession was 
delivered by getting the tenants to attorn 
to the vendees and by pointing out on the 
spot each and every field which had been 
sold. It is further in evidence that Khasra 
Nos. 2920 was demarcated at the instance 

of Jawala Shah at the girdawari , i.e., 

October 1908. We need not, however, refer 
to this in detail because in our opinion 

the vendees obtained physical possession 
of part of the property sold in June 

1907. 

Mr. Shafi has referred to Batul Beg am 
v. Mansur Ali Khan (1), in which it was held 

(1) 20 A. 315; A. W. N. (1898) 61; 9 Inch Dec. 
(n. s.) 562. 


that a share in an undivided zemindari 
mahal is not susceptible of physical pos- 
session” in the sense of Article 10 of the 
Second Schedule to Act XV of 187 7, and 
also that constructive possession, e. g. t by 
receipt of rent from tenants, is not physioal 
possession” within the meaning of the said 
Article. In this judgment the view of Sir 
Robert Stuart, C. J., expressed in Jageshar 
Singh v. Jawahir Singh (2), that physical 
possession did not include constructive pos- 
session was quoted with approval. Mr. 
Shafi also referred us to Batul Begam v. 
Mansur Ali Khan (3), in which their Lordships 
held that an undivided share in certain 

villages did not admit of physical possession 
and that that expression meant a personal 

and immediate possession Now in accord- 

ance with these rulings we must hold that 
the vendees’ possession through their tenants 
was not physical possession within the 
meaning of section 29 of the Punjab 
Pre-emption Act. We see no reason, how- 
ever, for holding that their possession of 
the uncultivated Nos. 291C, 3025 and 

2189 was not physioal possession. It was 
not constructive possession through an agent 
or tenant,, but was the vendees’ own per- 
sonal possession. In this connection we 
would refer to Bahadur Phand v. Naina Mai 
(4), in which it was held that to obtain 
possession of waste land it is not necessary 
that the purchaser should step on to the 
land or get into corporal contact with it. 
All that is necessary is the physical possibi- 
lity of the buyer dealing with the land 
exclusively as his own. See also Markby’s 
Elements of Law, 6th edition, page 183, 
Article 356, where the following passage 
occurs : — 

"ft is not necessary in order to obtain 
possession that the purchaser should step 
on <o the land at all. if it is n«ar at 
hand, and the seller points it out to the 
buyer, and shows that the possession is 
vacant, and signifies his desire to hand it 
over to the buyer, whilst the buyer signifies 
his desire to receive it, enough has been 
done to transfer the possession. The 
physioal ' possibility of the buyer dealing 

(2) 1 A. 31 1; 1 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 239. 

(3) 24 A. 17; 5 C. W. N. 888; 28 I. A. 248; 3 
Bom. L. R. 707: 8 Sar. P. C. J. 131 

(4) 25 Ind. Cae. 35; 14 P. R. 1915; 231 P. L. R. 

1914; 133 P. W. R. 1914. 
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with the thing exclusively as his own, 
which is all that is necessary, exists whe- 
ther he thinks proper to use it by stepping 
on to the land or not.” 

Having regard to these authorities we 
are clearly of opinion that the vendees in 
June 1907 obtained personal and immediate 
possession of these three numbers of unculti- 
vated land. This possession was certainly 
not constructive, and we see no reason for 
not holding that it was physical possession 
within the meaning of section 29 of the 
Punjab Pre-emption Act, Both the present 
suits are, therefore, clearly barred by time 
and we dismiss both the appeals with 
oosts. 


Appeal dismissed. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 
Appeal San No. 260 of 1915. 
January 26, 1917, 

Present : — Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim and 
Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 
RAMASAMI NAD\N and others — 
Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 


SUBRAMANIA NADAN and others 

Defendants — Respondents. 

Court Fca Art ( VII of 1870), *. 7, cl. 4 (c)—Suit to 
declare deed not binding on jKYJtnn not party to it— 
Val nation — Court -fee. 

The plaintiff in a suit to declare that a deed is not 
binding on a person not. a party to it and for con. 
sequential relief is entitled to value the reliefs as hr 
likes and pay the Court-fee on such valuation. 

Such a suit, is not, in substance, a suit to obtain 
the cancellation of the deed. 

Malikka Meladathil v. Kunji Achammal , 6 Ind. Cns. 

927; 7 M. L. I. 1/7; 20 M. L. J. 791; Chitnjacham Vitil 

Sanhiran Nair v. Chimjacham Vitil Goftala Menon 30 
M. 18; 1 M. L T. 41?; Sami ,/a Mural i v. Minammal. 
23 M. 490; lOM.U J. 240; 8 Ind Dee, (n. s.) 744 
distinguished. ’ 


Appeal against the order of the Court 
of the Subordinate Judge, Tinnevelly, dated 
24th April 1915, in Original Suit No 4S 
of 1914. 

Dr. S. Su-aminadhav, Messrs, . 1 . Chidam- 
baram and K. P. Ramakrishna Aiyar, for the 
Appellants. 

Mr. S. Ramaswami Aiyar, f or the Respond- 
ents, 


JUDGMENT. — The plaint contains two 
principal prayers, firstly , that certain sales in 
favour of the defendants Nos. 2 to 18 made 
by the Offioial Receiver, Gopala Aiyar, be 
declared to be not valid in law, and secondly , 
that fresh Receiver be appointed and the 
properties made over to him. On the first 
prayer, the plaintiffs have paid Rs. 10 that 
is for the declaratory relief valuing the suit 
for purposes of jurisdiction at Rs. 38,000; 
and the 2nd prayer they valued at Rs. 100, 
and have paid thereon an ad t alorem fee of 
Rs. 7-8-0. The Subordinate Judge is of 
opinion that they ought to have paid ad 
valorem fee on Rs. 38,000. He relies upon 
certain rulings of this Court in support of 
that view. We do not think that those 
rulings really lay down any suoh proposition. 
The case in Malikka Meladathil v. Kunji 
Achammal (1) which follows the case 
in Chingacham Vitil Sanhar an Nair v. Chinga- 
chain Vitil Qopala Menon (2) and also the 
oa9e in Samiya Marvali v. Minammal (3) were 
all cases in which the plaintiff was a 
party to the deed which he wanted to have 
declared invalid on the ground of fraud 
or on similar allegations. But in this case 
the plaintiffs were no parties to the sales 
and they seek to have a declaration to the 
effect that the sales were brought about 
by the fraud of the Official Receiver and 
consequently not valid and binding upon 
them. As pointed out in a somewhat 
similar case in Fnni v. Kunchi Jmtna 
(4), the claim for the cancellation of 
the deeds of sales was not a necessary 
part of the reliefs whioh the plaintiffs 
were seeking and, therefore, it was not right 
to say that the suit was in snbstanoe a 
suit to obtain the cancellation of the deed. 
Granting that it was so, the plaintiffs were 
entitled to value the relief as they liked and 
pay the fee on suoh valuation. Even if the 
second prayer may be taken to amount to 
consequential relief, that would not, in our 
opinion, make any difference; because under 
seotion 7, clause 4, 9ub clause (c), the plaintiffs 
are reliable to pay Court-fee on their own 
valuation. It is contended by the learned 


(1) 5 Ind. Gas. 927; 7 M. L. T. 177; 20 M. L. J. 791. 

(2) 30 M. IS; 1 M. L. T. 412. 

0D 23 M. 490; 10 M. L. J. 240, 8 Ind. Dec, (x. s.) 

(4) 14 M. 26; 6 lml Doc. (x. ?.) 19. 
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Vakil for the respondents that as a matter 
of fact the valuation for the purposes 
of Court-fee must be taken to he 
Rs. 38,000 which was the valuation in the 
plaint for the purposes of jurisdiction. But 
he overlooks the fact that the consequential 
relief on which alone the fee was to be 
paid at the ad valoiem rate has been 
valued at Rs. 100 which the plaintiffs were 
entitled to do and they have paid Court 
fee on that. We do not think, therefore, 
that the order of the Sub- Judge is right. 
It will be set aside and the case will be 
remitted to him for disposal according to law. 

Costs will abide the result. 

Appeal allowed ; Case sent back. 

V.R.P. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

First Civil Appeal from Order No. 42 of 

1915. 

October 17, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Walsh and 
Mr. Justice Stuart. 

HANSRAJ — Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

BIJAI RAM SINGH— Defendant— 

B/E spondent. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1908), s. 105 (2) 
Decision on interlocutory matter , failure to appeal 
auainst, effect of— Appeal— Point going to root of suit 
not argued , effect of. 

Apart altogether from the doctrine of res judicata, 
a decision in a suit given on an interlocutory matter, 
whether appealable or not, if not appealed 
from is binding upon the parties in every proceeding 

in that suit. [p. 622, col. 2.] 

Ram Kirpal v. Rup Kuari, 6 A. 269; 11 I. A. 37; 4 
Sar. P. C. J. 489; 3 Tnd. Dec. (N. s.) 718 (P. C.), 
followed. 

Where in an appeal which comes before an Appel- 
late Court and is heard upon the merits a point 
•which goes to the root of the suit is not argued it 
must be taken to bo abandoned, [p. 622, col. 1.] 

First appeal from an order of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Agra, dated the 4th Decem- 
ber 1914. 

Messrs. Benode Behari and Baleshwari 
Prasad , for the Appellant. 

Mr. V S. Bajpai , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT.— In this case it is not 
neoessary for us to decide the question as to 
whether this suit was cognisable in the 


district of Agra or not. That is a point on 
which there appears to be a considerable 
difference of opinion, so recently as 1914 
and 1915 in this Court, and one day no doubt 
it will be necessary to set the question finally 
at rest, but, in our opinion, this appeal must 
be allowed upon another ground. The suit 
is brought to set aside a decree which it is 
alleged that the defendant fraudulently ob- 
tained ex parte against the plaintiff in the 
Court of Howrah in Bengal and which he has 
endeavoured to enforce by execution against 
the plaintiff in the district where the plaint- 
iff resides and has property. The suit has 
had a somewhat varied career. It was ori- 
ginally heard in May 1912 upon a prelimi- 
nary point when the Munsif decided that he 
had jurisdiction to determine the suit. That 
fact is not unimportant because it is perfectly 
clear that the point was present to the mind 
of those who were advising the defendant 
in the Court of First Instance from the very 
exception of the suit itself, and not only that 
but it was present to their mind as a preli- 
minary objection to the whole suit. It was 
determined by the Munsif in favour of the 
plaintiff and some months afterwards, namely, 
iD January 1913, the plaintiff obtained a 
decree upon the merits in the same Court from 
another Munsif. From that decree an appeal 
was brought to the District Judge and deter- 
mined by Mr. Lyle on the 17th of June 1913 
By the decree passed on that occasion for a 
reason which it is not necessary to mention, 
the District Judge remanded the case for 
retrial in the Munsif’s Court. It will be 
necessary in a moment to refer again to that 
judgment, but for the present it is only 
necessary to observe that that order of 
remand was open to an appeal and no appeal 
was brought from it. The suit, therefore, 
returned once more to be dealt with by the 
Munsif and it was determined for the second 
time upon the merits on the 31st of March 
1914. In December 1914 a further appeal 
was brought which unfortunately came before 
a different District Judge in the same Court 
at Agra and he held, basing himself upon the 
authority reported as I)au Diyalv . Munna Lai 
(1) that theoriginal Court, theMunsif’s Court, 
had no jurisdiction to try the suit at all, and, 
he, therefore, returned the plaint once more 
directing it to be presented to the proper 

(I) 24 Ind. Caa. 978; 36 A. 564; 12 A. L. L. 955. 
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Court. Against that order the present appeal 
is brought. Now the one question about 
which there has been substantial argument, 
is whether or not the first order of the first 
District Judge, namely, the 17th of June 
1913, dealt with the question of jurisdiction. 
It is difficult to see how a Judge, where in the 
proceedings in the Court below there has 
been a serious controversy as to the juris- 
diction of the Court to entertain the suit at 
all, could remand the suit to be retried by 
that Court without holding that that Court 
bad jurisdiction to try it. But in this parti- 
cular case pursuing the course which they 
had originally taken in the Munsif’s Court, 
the defendant’s advisers when they appealed 
for the first time, put in the forefront of 
their attack a ground of appeal that the suit 
was not cognizable at all by the Munsif’s 
Court at Fateh garh. Mr. Uraa Shankar 
Bajpai has argued with his usual ability, 
that that point has not been decided by the 
District Judge and in a sense that is 
true. He does not expressly refer to it 
nor give any reasons for refusing to 
give any effect to the ground of appeal raised, 
but it seems to us that one or two 
consequences must follow where an appeal 
comes before an Appellate Court and is 
heard upon the merits. If this point, 
which went to the root of the suit, was 
not argued, it must have been abandoned 
and, therefore, it is equivalent to a 
decision against the appellant. On 

the other hand if the point was argued, 
even though the Judge himself does not 
give any reasons for dismissing it in his 
judgment, the mere fact that he held 
that the suit was properly valued 

and cognizable by the Munsif’s Court, 
involved a holding by him that the Munsif 
had jurisdiction to try it. In the face of 
a ground raised in that way in the notice 
of appeal, it would bo an idle thing for 
any Judge to send back (ho suit and put 
the parties to the expense of a second trial 
upon the merits unless he was satisfied 
that the Court below to which ho was 
sending the case, had no jurisdiction to 
try it. In our view the judgment of the 

I7th of June 1913 was a decision against 
the appellant, the present respondent, that 
the Munsif’s Court had jurisdiction to 
try the suit. It seems to us that that 
is fatal to the present respondent’s posi- 


tion upon two grounds. In a case re- 
ported as Ram Kirpal v. Rup Kuari (2)i 
the Privy Council decided that apart 
altogether from what is now section of 
the Civil Procedure Code, or what 4 ' is 
known as res judicata , a decision whether 
appealable or not, if not appealed from 
in a suit given on an interlocutory matter, is 
binding upon the parties in every proceeding 
in that suit. To quote from the judgment of 
Sir Barnes Peacock “if an appeal did not lie 
the judgment was final. If the appeal did 
lie and none was preferred, the judgment 
was equally final and binding upon the 
parties and those claiming under them.” 
Applying the principle of that case it 
is quite clear that the judgment of Mr. 
Lyle is final and binding on the present 
respondents, that there was jurisdiction in 
the Munsif's Court to try the suit. It 
seems to us further that there is an- 
other ground, namely, sub-section (2) of 
section 105 which stands in the way of 
the respondents in this Court. That sub- 
section runs as follows: “Notwithstanding 
anything contained in sub-section (1), 
where any party aggrieved by an order 
of remand made after the commence- 
ment of this Code from which an appeal 
lies does not appeal therefrom, he shall 
thereafter be precluded from disputing its 
correctness.” Now two things are quite 
clear that if there was no jurisdiction for 
the Munsif to try the suit at all, the 
present respondent was the person aggriev* 
ed by the order of remand. Further by 
now asserting that there was no jurisdic- 
tion, he is clearly attempting to dispute 
its correctness. It is quite true that on 
one ground at any rate, which was decid- 
ed in his favour, the case was sent baok 
for re-trial and to that extent he is not 
disputing and is not likely evor to dispute 
the correctness of tho order of remaud. 
But that is only a partial statement of 
tho position. By assorting that tho Court 
below was without jurisdiction altogether, 
ho is clearly challenging or disputing the 
correctness of the decision of a Court which 
ordered that Court to try it. It seems to us that 
the case comes within the mischief of sub- 
section (2) of section 105, and on that account 

(2) 6 A. 269; 11 1. A, 37; 4 Sar. P. C. J. 4S9; 8 Ind. 
Dec. ( n. s.) 71S (P.C.). 
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be is prevented now from questioning the cor- 
rectness of the decision of Mr. Lyle. 
The result is that this appeal must be 
allowed and the order of the District Judge 
directing the plaint to be returned to the 
other Court, must be reversed and 
restored to the hie to be heard om the 

merits in the ordinary course. 

Appeal allowed . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal prom Order No. 64 of 1917. 

March 23, 1 9 j 7. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Smither 

Seth DOOLY CHAND— -Judgment-debtor — 

Appellant 

versus 

Maharaja Sir R AMES WAR SINGH 
BAHADUR — Decree-holder — 

Respondent. 

Transfer of Property Act ( IV of 1882), $s. 49, 76 
(f) — Mortgage — Agreement to keep mortgaged premises 
insured , failure to perform — Insurance effected by 
Receiver in mortgage suit — Money received under 
insurance policy , applicability of. 

A mortgage-deed provided that during the con- 
tinuance of the security the mortgagor should insure 
and keep insured the mortgaged premises, and that 
if he failed to do so, it would be lawful for the mort- 
gagee to make payments necessary for the purpose 
and that such payments would be a charge upon the 
mortgaged premises. The mortgage-deed also pro- 
vided that all sums of money received under and by 
virtue of any such insurance should be applied by 
the mortgagee, if so required by the mortgagor, in 
or towards substantially re-building, re-instating or 
re-pairing the said premises. Neither the mortgagor 
nor the mortgagee insured the property, but the 
Receiver, appointed in the suit on the mortgage, 
under the Court’s direction kept the property insured 
against any loss or damage by fire, for the benefit of 
all the parties to the suit. Before the property was 
brought to sale in execution of the mortgage decree 
it was destroyed by fire, whereupon the Receiver 
obtained under the policy of insurance a large sum 
of money: 

Held , (1) that the money received by the Receiver 
was not governed by the terms of the mortgage-deed, 
inasmuch as the insurance was kept on foot by the 
Court through the Receiver as a matter of protection 
for the benefit of all persons who were parties to the 
mortgage suit, and not by the mortgagor or the 
mortgagee in accordance with their contract in the 
mortgage-deed; [p. 625, col. 1.] 

(2) that the Court had ample discretion in directing 
in what manner the money so received, should be 
laid out, and that the mortgagor could not claim that 


it should be laid out in restoring the premises that 
had been destroyed or damaged] by tire. [p. 625, 
col. 1.] 

Appeal against the order of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, 2nd Court, 24-Pergannas, 
dated the 24th February 1917. 

FACTS of the ease appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Mr. B. Chuckerberty (with him Babu Shib 
Chunder Palit and Noni Lai De), for the Appel- 
lant. — Under the covenant in the mortgage- 
bond the mortgagor is entitled to insist on 
the re-building of the house burnt down by 
accidental fire with the money realized from 
the Insurance Company. The mortgagee 
can not successfully resist this right of the 
mortgagor because the contract in the bond 
clearly says that in case the mortgaged pre- 
mises be burnt down by accidental fire the 
house is to be re-built with the money that 
would be realized from the Insuiance Com- 
pany, if the mortgagor so requires. 1 submit 
that but for that covenant in the mortgage- 
bond the mortgagee could have claimed that 
money. When there is a clear provision in 
the bond for the way in which the money is 
to be used the mortgagee is not entitled to 
claim that money. See section 4 9, Transfer 
of Property Act. 

Mr. B. C. Mitter (with him Babu Ambica 
Pada Ghowdhury), for the Respondent. — After 
the final decree for mortgage was passed the 
covenant in the mortgage-bond passed from 
the domain of contract to that of the 
judgment passed in that suit. The conten- 
tion of my learned friend that the mortgagee 
decree-holder is bound by the covenant in 
the mortgage bond, that he is bound to 
apply any money received from the Insurance 
Company in re-constructing the mortgaged 
premises has no substance, because after the 
final decree for mortgage was passed the 
contract now sought to be enforced was at an 
end, and the rights of the parties are to be 
governed by the terms of the final decree. 
Moreover, the mortgaged property is now 
in the hands of the Receiver, who is an officer 
of the Court, and the mortgagor cannot 
insist on the re building of the house by the 
Court. I rely on Sundar Koer v. Rai Sham 
Krishen (1), Garden v. Ingram (2). 

(1) 34 C. 150 at p. 161; 4 A. L. J. 109; 5 C. L. J. ICG; 
9 Bom. L. R. 304; 11 0. \V. N. 249; 17 M. L. .T. 43. 2 
M. Ij. T. 75; 34 I. A. 9 (P. C.). 

(2) (1852) 23 L. J. Ch. 478; 98 R. R, 452. 
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Mr. B. Chuckerberty in reply. — There is a 
contract for the re building of the house with 
the money due from the Insurance Company, 
and that contract is not merged in the decree. 
The contract remains good and enforceable 
even after the passing of the decree, and 1 
am entitled to take ad vantage of the clause in 
the contract. I would also refer to section 
76, clause (/), of the Transfer of Property 
Act. 

[.Fletcher, J. — That section cannot apply 
because the mortgagee has not been put in 
possession of the property.] 

But the Receiver is in possession of the 
property on behalf of and for the benefit of 
the mortgagee. Under the circumstances 
when the mortgagee has been .sufficiently 
secured your Lordships should exercise your 
own discretion in my favour. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcuek, J. — This is an appeal by a 
judgment-debtor against an order of the 
learned Subordinate Judge of the second 
Court at Alipore, dated the 24th February 
1917. The appeal arises under the follow- 
ing circumstances. By an indenture of 
mortgage made in the month of July 1911 
between the judgment-debtor of the one part 
and the decree-holder of the other part, the 
judgment-debtor mortgaged to the decree- 
holder a certain Jute Press together with 
the machineries and fixtures to secure a 
sum of lakhs of rupees with interest. In 
the said indenture was contained a covenant 
by the mortgagor that he would at all times 
during the continuance of the security insure 
and keep insured to the full value thereof 
and for not less than Rs. 6,60,000 the mort- 
gaged premises from loss or damage by 
fire in the name of the mortgagor in some 
ofiice to be approved of by the mortgagee 
and that he would assign, endorse and deliver 
to the mortgagee the policy for such insurance 
and the receipt for every such payment 
within seven days after payment and that, 
in default, it would be lawful for the mort- 
gagee to make those payments and such 
payments when made by the mortgagee would 
be a charge upon the mortgaged premises. 
The mortgage-deed also contained an agree- 
ment- on the following terms: “It is hereby 
agreed and declared that all sums of money 
roceived under and by virtue of any such 
insurance as aforesaid shall be applied by 
the mortgagee, if so required by the mort- 


gagor in or towards substantially aud to the 
satisfaction of the mortgagee re-building 
re instating or re-pairing the said premises so 
to be insured as aforesaid.” Eventually, the 
mortgagee brought a suit upon the mortgage. 
On the 14-th January 1914, a Receiver was 
appointed by the Court in the mortgage suit. 
A preliminary decree was then passed on the 
6th April 1914 and the decree absolute was 
made on the 23rd November 1914. On the 
18th January 1915, an order was made by 
the Court that the property should be 
brought to sale for the satisfaction of the 
amount found due on the mortgage security. 
Then, on the 19th December 1916, there 
occurred a tire and the Receiver received from 
the Insurance Company in which the premises 
were insured from loss or damage by tire the 
sum of Rs. 86,000 and odd. The mortgagor 
then applied to the Court that the money so 
received by the Receiver should be laid out in 
restoring the premises that bad been destroyed 
or damaged by tire. The learned Judge refused 
that application. Against that order, the 
judgment-debtor has appealed to this Court. 

Two questions have been raised in this 
appeal. First of all, that the manner in 
which the money received by the Receiver 
from the Insurance Company was to be 
applied being provided for by the mortgage 
deed and the parties having regulated their 
rights by contract, the contract must be 
given effect to by the Court and secondly, 
that if that be not so, the Judge did not 
exercise a wise discretion in declining to order 
the money received by the Receiver to be laid 
out in restoring the premises that bad been 
damaged by tire. The first point is “is 
that money in the bands of the Reoeiver 
governed by the terms of the mortgage 
deed.” In my opinion, it is not; and 1 state 
shortly why. First of all, the mortgage-deed 
applies, as it states in its terms, to a policy 
which is kept on foot by the mortgagor, 
although the mortgagee bad the option of 
making the payments if lie thought fit. In 
this case, the premiums that were paid on the 
policy were not paid by the mortgagor aud 
the mortgagee bad never thought fit to make 
these payments. It is only with refereuoe to 
the money received under and by virtue of 
any such insurance as aforesaid” that the 
mortgagor lias the right under tho terms of 
the deed, to direct as to whether the money 
shall be laid out in restoring the promises. 
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destroyed by fire. As I have already pointed 
out any such insurance as aforesaid” means 
an insurance effected in accordance with the 
terms of the mortgage-deed. The parties 
did not provide for what would happen in 
a case where the property having come in the 
custody of the Court, the officer of the Court 
under the direction of the Judge had kept 
the property insured against any loss or 
damage by fire for tbe benefit of all the 
parties to the suit. In my opinion, this case is 
not governed by the terms of the mortgage- 
deed. The insurance was kept on foot by the 
Judge as a matter of protection for all per- 
sons who were parties to the suit. It may 
be that there are other parties besides the 
mortgagor and the mortgagee A subsequent 
mortgagee may be called a party for whose 
benefit also the Court took the precaution of 
insuring the premises. If that is so, then 
the money having been in the custody of the 
Court and it having arisen by the payments 
made by an officer of the Court, the Court 
had ample discretion in directing in what 
manner the money so received should be laid 
out. The question, therefore, is “Has the 
Court exercised its discretion rightly and for 
the benefit of all the parties to the suit.” 
The judgment debtor’s case is that the 
premises should be re-built. As far as I can 
see, there was no evidence before the 
learned Judge showing that the premises 
could be restored to their former state for 
the sum received from the Insurance Com- 
pany, In the absence of that evidence it 
would be impossible for the learned Judge 
to come to the conclusion that these premises 
could be restored as they existed before the 
fire. 1 he costs of building, materials and 
the other matters connected with the re-build* 
ing may have and probably have substantially 
gone up within the last few years. Also the 
Judge had to consider whether it was con- 
venient for the Court to superintend and 
undertake the re-erection of a large building 
as a Jute Press. What the nature of the 
building was I do not know. But having 
regard to the amount for which it was mort- 
gaged apparently it was a building of con- 
siderable size and the amount of the damage 
done by the fire must have been considerable 
because the money received by the Receiver 
amounted to the sum of Rs. 86,000 and odd. 
In that view, 1 think the learned Judge 
having come to the conclusion that it would 

40 


not be convenient to have these buildings 
restored, no grounds have been shown to us 
on which we can say that the learned Judge 
improperly exercised his discretion. The 
learned Judge clearly, in my opinion, had a 
discretion to decide in what manner the 
money received by the Receiver ought to be 
applied, and he came to the conclusion that 
the most convenient and the best course for 
the application of the money would be to 
allow the mortgagee to receive! it in part 
satisfaction of his mortgage money rather 
than to direct the Receiver to undertake the 
re-construction of the building. In the 
result, I see no reason to differ from the 
conclusion arrived at by the learned 
Subordinate Judge of the Court below. The 
present appeal, therefore, fails and must be 
dismissed with costs, five gold mohurs. 

. Smither, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellxte Decree No. 731 

of 1916. 

May 10, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Sharfuddin and 

Mr. Justice Roe. 

SUBA MAHTON — Appellant 

versus 

MUNSHI MAHTON and others — . 

Respondents. 

Hindu Law — Joint family — Minor — Guardian , 
natural —Father's brother's wife— Alienation — Legal 
necessity — Performance of % aya saradh of uncle. 

A Hindu minor’s aunt (father’s brother's wife) is 
not his natural guardian, [p. 026, cols. 1 & 2.] 

The expenses of the performance of yaya sradh 
of a Hindu minor’s uncle, not being benelicial to 
the minor, do not constitute any legal necessity, and 
the minor is not bound to defray the same. [p. 026, 
col. 2.] 

Appeal from a decision of the Subord- 
inate Judge, Muzaffarpur, dated the 17th 
March 1916. 

Mr. Parmeshwar Di/al, for the Appellant. 

Mr. Lai Mohan Ganguli , for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sharfuddin, J.— - The plaintiff is the appel- 
lant. His suit was for confirmation of 
possession or in the alternative to recover 
possession of the 3uit land. 
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The facts of the case are that there 
was one Nathu Mahton who had two sons, 
namely, Lallu Mahton and Jagat Bihari 
Mahton. Lally had a son named Munshi 
Mahton. Lally died, and Jagat Bihari also 
died leaving his widow Musammat Dako 
Koer. 

The principal defendant in the case is 
Munshi. Musammat Dako is also one of 
the defendants. 

The claim of the plaintiff is based on 
a deed of sale executed by Musammat 
Dako. It appears that Nathu Mahton was 
the head of the joint family. Lallu and 
Jagat Bebari were joint. So after Lallu 
and Jagat Behari’s deaths the estate accord- 
ing to the law fell into the hands of Munshi 
Mahton. This Munshi Mahton, however, is 
a minor. Musammat Dako his aunt execut- 
ed a document for sale of the minor’s pro- 
perty. The defendant No. 1 defended the 
suit through his guardian one Farhat Husain 
a Pleader appointed by the Court as his 
guardian ad litem. He contested the suit 
on the ground that Musammat Dako had 
no business to sell the property inasmuch 
as the sale proceeds never benefited the 
minor. It appears from the contents of the 
deed of sale that the property was sold to 
pay off a certain debt incurred for the 
performance of gaya sradh of Jagat Behari. 

The Munsif dismissed the suit. On this 
there was an appeal by the plaintiff to the 
lower Appellate Cuurt and the appeal thus 
preferred was dismissed by that Court, upon 
which, the present appeal has been preferred 
to this Court. 

The first question for determination is 
whether Musammat Dako was the legal 
guardian of the minor and whether the sale 
proceeds by the sale of the property were 
in any way used for the benefit of the minor. 
Under the Hindu Law as discussed by Mayne 
in section ‘21 1 of his book the father is the 
guardian and next to him the mother and 
in default of her, a paternal kinsman who 
has preference over the maternal kinsman. 
Musammat Dako is not the mother of the 
minor. She is only an aunt having married 
the uncle of the infant. She is, therefore, 
not a natural guardian of the minor. That 
being so, the sale effected by her of the 
property whioh really belongs to the minor 
could not be an effective sale. 


Then comes the question as to whether 
the sale proceeds were used for the benefit 
of the minor. The plaintiff’s case is that 
the money was really obtained for payment 
of a previous debt incurred for the perform- 
ance of the gaya sradh of Jagat Behari. 
The question is whether the performance 
of this gaya sradh was at all beneficial to the 
minor. I do not see how the said sradh 
could at all be considered beneficial to the 
minor either in this life or in the life to come. 
This being my view of the question involved 
I am of opinion that the judgments of the 
two Courts below are correct and cannot be 
assailed. For these reasons the appeal is 
dismissed with costs. 

Roe, J.— I agree. The father’s brother’s 
wife cannot possibly be the natural guardian. 
For in all disputes as to whether the family 
is joint or not her interests are directly 
antagonistic to those of the minor. I also 
agree that the only ceremonies that need be 
performed out of the properly of a deceased 
unole are the monthly, six-monthly and 
annual obsequies as laid down by Thomas 

Strange in Volume I, Chapter VIII 

Appeal dismissed , 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Rule Nisi No. 957 op 1916. 

April 3, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir John Woodroffe, Kr., 

and Mr. Justice Cuming. 

KALI DAS MULLICK— Plaintiff- 

Petitioner 

versus 

The EAST INDIAN RAILWAY Co , by 
their AGENT op CALCUTTA— 
Dependant — Opposite Party. 

Contract Act (IX of 1872), s. 2S— Railway Company , 
liability oj\ to compensate consignor— Risk note exonerat- 
ing Compa ny from liability except for loss oj complete 
ixickayc, whether contrary to public policy — “Package^" 
meaning of. 

The form of risk-noto under whioh a Railway Com- 
pany is exonerated from liability to compensate a 
consignor, except for the loss of a complete package, . 
is not contrary to public policy, [p. 627, col. 1.] 

The word “package” in a risk-note means both that 
which is packed, and that in which it is packed, ». 
its covering or receptacle, [p. 627, col. lj 

Rule against an order of the Sab- Judge, 
third Court, Hooghly, exercising the powers 
of a Court of Small Causes, 
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Dr. Jadunath Kanjilal , (with him Babu 
Jogendra Komar Dey) f for the Petitioner. 

Babus Mohendra Nath, Roy and Ambika Pada 
Chowdhury , for the Opposite Party. 

JUDGMENT. — The Judge finds that there 
was theft of some ghee by the servants of the 
Railway Company, but that the case is 
covered by the risk-note as there was no loss 
of any complete package. 

It does prima facie seem to be hard that 
the Railway Company can avoid responsibility 
in such a case by producing the empty tins. 
But this has been so held already by this 
Court, and the word ^package” seems to 
mean both that which is packed and that in 

W *V s .P ac ^ e d» * ts covering or receptacle. 

Then it is said that if that be so the risk- 
note in this respect is contrary to public 
policy. ^ The previous cases, however, decided 
this point to the contrary and nonetheless 
so because the risk-note which was discussed 
in those cases is not nowin for^e, for, the 
risk- note now in use is not so wide as the risk- 
note before the 9th March 1907. If the 
former risk. note was held not to be against 

pu ic policy , a fortiori , the present risk-note 

W-n 0t ' ^ oreover - in th e oase of the 
Wilham Dr mg v . Shiv Prosad Bhakat 

m which the risk-note was exactly 

in the same form as that now before ns, the 

learned Judges say this: ‘'It was suggested 

^ l , loarne L d Pleader ^at the contract 
embodied in the risk-note was contrary to 

public policy. This question has also been 

considered in more than one case and decided 

* D f avour of the Railway Company. It may 

be pointed out that the risk-note in its 

present form is not so wide as it previously 

t Wa f- _:r “ e contention as regards notice also 

rnu tklnk that the Rule fads- 
Ihe Rule is, therefore, discharged. 

We make no order as to costs. 

(1) 18 Ind. Ca, 2. 6i 17 C. W. K^f****™*' 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Appeals Nos. 317 and 318 of 1913. 

December 15, 1916. 

Present : — Sir John Wallis, Kt., Chief Justice, 

and Mr. Justice Napier. 

In A. No. 317 

KAILASAM PILLAI — Plaintiff No. 2 — 

Appellant 

versus 

NATARAJA TAMBIRAN and others— 
Defendants and Plaintiff No. 1 — 

Respondents 
In A. No. 318 

SUPPIAH GURUKKAL — PlaintiffNo. 3 

— Appellant 

V6T& US 

NATARAJA TAMBIRAN and others — 
Defendants and Plaintiff No. 2 — 

Respondents. 

Hindu Law — Religious office , appointment to — 
Appointment by compromise, effect of— Compromise of 
doubtful claims, applicability of principles of, to 
appointment of successor by head of religious institu- 
tion— Family settlement— Unit, head of, whether 
trustee — Mmtadhipathi, powers of— Laches in contest- 
ing validity of appointment, effect of— Chinnapatam, 
nature and duties of — Limitation Act (IX of 1908), Sch 
I, Art. 120. 

The head of a mutt does not stand in relation to 
the mutt properties in the position of a trustee in the 
absence of evidetice to the contrary, and no suit lies 
to remove him from office under section 92, Civil 
Procedure Code. [p. 638, col. 2.] 

Ram Parkash Das v. Anand Das, 33 Ind. Cas 689- 
43 C. 707; 20 C. W. N. 802; 14 A. L. J. 621; (1916) 1 
M. W. N. 406; 31 M. L. J. 1* 18 Bom. L. R. 490* 3 L 

w. 556: 24 C. L. J. 116: 20 M. L. T. 267: 43 LA? 73 

tr. O.;, considered. 

The appointment by the head of a religious institu- 
tion of Ins successor-in-office in accordance with the 
usage of the institution is invalid if made as the 
result of a compromise, whereby the appointor either 
averts a danger or secures an advantage to himself 
Lp. 637, col. 2.] 

f Tl ' \ C J 11 ?u ap i taiT i is an office inferiop in sanctity 
to that of the Pandarasannadlii or head of a Muff 

and the position of the Chinnapatam is analogous to 

that of an ordinary reversioner with a mere sees 

successions dependent on his surviving the Pandara 

sannadh! who appoints him. [p. 632, col. 1 ; p. 637, 

The cause of action for a suit to remove a person 
from the oftce of Pandarasannadhi arises from Ihe 
date of the vesting of the said oSce in him on the 
apphcation of Article 120 of the Limitation Act, and 
not from the date when he was appointed to the 
Chinnapatam office, [p. 637, col. 2 J th 

• D u rin A t l he ? r °e ress of litigation between T and N 
m which the latter questioned the armn.W™^? * 

T. as Pandarasaunadhi under an alleged forged Will 

T. entered into a compromise with IV. whereby in 
©♦^deration of N. abandoning the oontesC^nd 
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refraining from putting T. to proof of the Will, 

T. appointed N. to succeed him to the office of 
Pandarasannadhi on his death, and immediately 
appointed him Chinnapatam, giving him large 
properties of the muff: 

Held, that the appointment was invalid, [p. 631, 

col. 2.] , 

Giyuna Sambandha Pandora Saanadlu v. Kandasami 

Tambiran, 10 M. 376; 3 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 1016, dis- 
tinguished. 

per Walli.<, C. «/.— The principles relating to family 
settlements and compromises of doubtful claims are 
inapplicable to agreements to fill up a religious office 
of importance in the eyes of Hindu worshippers, 
which raise very different considerations. [p. 632, 

col. 1. ! . 

Per 2 V«A*Vr, J.— The trustee of a religions ami 

charitable trust has, in respect of litigation not 

affecting the office, the same right of compromise ns 

an ordinary trustee has, and a compromise even of 

conflicting claims to an office is not necessarily 

unlawful or opposed to public policy, but must be 

scrutinized by the Court before which it is pleaded 

for the purpose of ascertaining whether it is in 

violation of the trust of the institution ir affects 

adversely the interests of t he religious office, [p. 636, 

col. 2.J 

A mere irregularity in the appointment may bo 
cured by efflux of time. Jf the qualifications of a 
person appointed fall little f-liort of those required 
by usage and tlio appointment is otherwise 
unobjectionable and is made in the interests of 
the institution, the Court will not interfere with 
the appointment. But the ease is different where 
the appointment is not made in the interests of the 
institution, [p 638, col. l.J 

Appeals against the decrees of the Court 
of the Temporary Subordinate Judge, 
Ramnad at Madura, in Original Suits Nos. 
17 and 18 of 1912. 

Mr. A. Krishnasami Aiyar , (with him 
Messrs. T. C. Sreenivasa Aiynngat and C. -I, 
Sf shag iu' Sastri) , for the Appellant in 
No. 317. 

Mr. A. Krishnasami Aiyar , for the Appel- 
lant in No. 318. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar 
Advocate-General (with him Mr. N. Kama- 
sami Aiyar), for the Respondents in both. 

These appeals coming on for hearing on 
the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th December 19 i 6 
respectively, and the cases having stood 
over for consideration till this day, the 
Court delivered the following 

JUDGMENT. 

Wallis, C. J. — These are appeals in two 
suits originally numbered Original suits 
No. 1 and 1 of 1905 in the District Court 
of Madura brought with the consent of the 
Advocate-General under section 539 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure by different plaint- 


iffs. In Original Sait No. 1, the subject 
of Appeal No. 3i7, it was sought to have 
it declared that there was no lawful trustee 
of the Tiruvannamalai Mutt and of the 
dependent Devasthanams or temples, while 
in the second, the subject of Appeal No. 

318, the declaration was only sought in 
respect of the Devasthanams or temples. 

The reason for tiling the two suits was 
that it was considered doubtful whether 
the holder of the religious office of Pandara- 
sannadhi of the Mutt was a trustee within 
the meaning of section 539 of the Code 
of Civil Procedure. The case set up in the 
plaint was that after the death in May 
1893 of Arumugam a former Pandarasannadhi 
one Tandnvaraya took wrongful possession 
of the Mutt under a Will which the Sub- 
Registrar and the District Registrar sub- 
sequently refused to register on the ground 
of forgery, and that shortly after the first 
defendant was appointed as his successor 
“out of fraudulent and sinister motive” and 
that the appointment was void. The first 
issue settled in both suits was, “whether 
the 1st defendant (the de facto incumbent 
of the office) is ~a mere trustee of the 
Mutt and has not got an estate for life 
in the Adhinam properties? On the 14th 
March 1906 the District Judge dismissed 
both suits holding, on the authority of 
Vidyapunia Thirtha Sivami v. Vidyanidhi 
Thirtha Sivami (1), that the Pandarasannadhi 
was not a mere trustee and that no suit 
lay for his removal under section 539, 
either as regards the Mutt or the trusteeship 
of the Devasthanams which in his opinion 
went with it. When the case came before 
Munro and Abdur Rahim, JJ., on appeal, 
they held that in any case there was no 
reason why the properties belonging to the 
Devasthanams which the 1st defendant 
admittedly held in trust should not he 
protected if it were proved that the defend- 
ant had been guilty of waste and mismanage- 
ment as alleged or why if a proper case 
was made out the Court should not make 
the necessary provision for a proper adminis- 
tration of the trust. They accordingly 
allowed Appeal No. 90 of 1906 in Original 
Suit No. 2 of 1905, and adjourned the 
other Appeal No. 91 of 1906 in Origiual 
Suit No. 1 of 1905 pending the answer 

0.1 27 M. -185; 11 M. L. J. 105. 
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to a reference which they made to the 
Full Bench nearly in the terms of the 
first issue, does the head of a Mutt hold 
the properties constituting its endowment 
as a life- tenant or as a trustee?” The 
Full Bench answered that he was not a 
trustee except in so far as it might he 
shown that he held any particular properties 
on trust. At the same time they refused 
to regard him as a life-tenant. When the 
case went back to Munro and Abdur 
Rahim, JJ., they stated that the reply 
was that in the absence of evidence to the 
contrary the head of a Mutt is not a trustee. 
They accordingly reversed the decree of 
the District Court in this suit also, and 
remanded it for disposal according to law. 

The two cases after remand were transferred 
to the file of the Temporary Subordinate 
Judge of Ramnad and numbered in that 
Court 17 and 18 of 1912 and they 
were tried together with a third Suit No. 

19 of 1912 brought by one Ponnambalam 
for a declaration that he had been duly 
elected to the vacant office of head of the 
Mutt by the Thambirans or disciples. This 
suit was dismissed and the dismissal has 
become final as no appeal has been filed. 

As regards the Original Suit No. 1 of 
1905 the Subordinate Judge found that 
there was no evidence to the contrary to 
show that the Pandarasannadhi was a trustee, 
and he accordingly held that the suit was 
liable to dismissal on this ground. No 
attempt has been made to question his 
finding on the evidence, but it is contended 
that the decision of the Full Bench is 

opposed to the recent decision of the Privy 
Council in Bam Par hash Das v. Anand Das 
(2). This is strongly contested on the other 

side, but we do not propose to go into 

this question, as we consider that the point 
has already been decided in this suit by a 
Bench of this Court in the former appeal, 
and that the proper way of questioning it 
is by appeal from that decision 

The third issue in both suits was: “The 
plaintiffs suing the 1st defendant as a 

trespasser, is the suit maintainable under 
section 5b 9 of the Code of Civil Procedure?” 
We agree, therefore, with the Subordinate 

'2) 33 Ind. Cas 583; 43 O. 707; 20 C. W. N. 802- 
U A. L.J. 621; (1916; 1 M. W. N. 406: 31 M. L. 

J 1; 18 Bom. L. R 490; 3 L \V. 556; 24 C. L. .1. 116; 

20 M. L. T. 267; 43 [. A. 73 (l\ C.j. 



Judge that as regards Original Suit No. 1 
of 1905 (No. 17 of 1912) this must be 

answered in the negative and the suit must 
be dismissed in so far as it relates to the 
office of Pandarasannadhi and its endow- 
ment. 

As regards the second suit Original Suit 
No. 2 of 1905, now 18 of 1912, the defendant’s 
Pleader did not press this issue at the trial 
and it was accordingly found for the plaint- 
iffs, and the suit was held to be maintainable 
under section 539 as relating only to the 
Devasthanaro properties. It still involves 
the question whether the 1st defendant is 
the lawful Pandarasannadhi as, if he is 
not, he has no right to the trusteeship of 
the Devasthanams, and those interested in 
these charities have a right to sue to have 
proper provision made for the trust. The 
Subordinate Judge has accordingly gone 
into the question of the validity of the 
1st defendant’s appointment and has found 
that it is not open to objection and we 
have now to deal with that finding on 
appeal. 


It is unnecessary to summarise the nu- 
merous descriptions of this office which are 
to be found in the decisions of this Court. 
The evidence shows that, as in the case of 
other similar Mutts, the Pandarasannadhi 
for the time being nominates one of the 
disciples who have received initiation as 
sanya sis or ascetics to succeed him on his 
death and confers upon him abishegam , a 
sort of ordination, which, as appears from 
the evidence in this and other cases, is 
regarded as having the effect of deification 
and also empowers him to initiate disciples 
as sanyasis. During the lifetime of the 
Pandarasannadhi his successor in this Mutt 
is said to fill the office of Chinnapattara. 
When the nomination is made at the point 
of death, it is not unfrequently made by 
Will as well as by conferring abishegam when 
possible, the Will being intended to evi- 
dence the exercise of the power of appoint- 
ment. 


In the plaint as already stated the plaint- 
iffs attacked the 1st defendant’s appointment 
on the ground that Tandavar&ya under 
whom he now claims was not himself the 
lawful Pandarasannadhi and also on account 
of the circumstances under which the 1 st 

defendant’s appointment was made. 

*■ * • ** ■ • ■» 
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This last question though distinctly raised 
in the pleadings was not, to say the least, 
very clearly taken in the issues in these 
two suits, but it was the subject of the 
fourth issue in the third suit which was 
tried with them:— Whether the appointment 
of the 1st defendant to the Chinnapattam 
by the late Pandarasannadhi ‘ was made 
mala fide to ierve his own purpose, and 
therefore invalid?” It is, I think, clear 
that the parties in these two suits also 
went to trial on this issue, and that we 
are bound to - deal with it. At the hearing 
in the lower Court it was admitted that 
Taadavaraya was the lawful head of the 
Mutt and the case must be dealt with on 
that basis. It is still, however, necessary 
to refer to the circumstances under which 
he was appointed in so far as they effect 
the nomination of the 1st defendant as his 
successor. As already stated Arumugam 
the former head died suddenly in May 1893, 
six months after he had been acquitted on 
a oharge of murder. In the proceedings 
taken for the registration of his alleged Will 
evidenoe was given that he regarded 
Tandavaraya one of the Tambirans or disciples 
of the Mutt as responsible for his prosecu- 
tion. On his death this Tandavaraya entered 
on the office under an alleged appointment 
by the deceased both by Will and abishegam 
shortly before his death. It appears that 
some suspicion of foul play was entertained 
and that an investigation was held by the 
Sub-Magistrate, as one of the reasons given 
by the District Registrar in Exhibit D for 
refusing to register the Will was that no 
mention was made of it by Tandavaraya 
during this inquiry. The result of the inquiry 
would appear to have been that there was no 
ground for taking action against any one. 
The 1st defendant was away at the time, and 
when he returned to the District he did not 
return to the Mutt but went to live under 
the protection of the Zemindar of Sivaganga 
who also refused to recognise Tandavaraya 
and joined with him in opposing the re- 
gistration of the Will put forward by Tanda- 
varaya. On the 1 1th June 1893 the 1st 
defendant presented a petition Exhibit M 
to the Distriot Court and another Exhibit 
U to the Distriot Registrar, and two days 
later he published notices in the District 
Gazette and the Madura Mail and circulated 
a notice to the public Exhibits H, HI and 


H2 in which he claimed that he had 
been appointed to the Chinnapattam by 
the late Pandarasannadhi and was entitled 
to sucoeed and that the Will put forward 
by Tandavaraya was a forgery. In the 
petition to the District Judge he also ac- 
cused Tandavaraya of murdering the deceased. 

A perusal of the Distriot Registrar’s judg- 
ment Exhibit D delivered after an elaborate 
investigation in whioh both sides were 
represented by prominent practitioners, shows 
the very seriouB difficulties whioh Tanda- 
varaya would have had to face if he had 
been called upon to substantiate his olaims 
to the succession in a Court of Law by 
proving the execution of the Will. It was 
in these circumstances that certain persons 
intervened to bring about a compromise 
between the 30th April lb94 the date of 
the judgment and the 2nd July 1894 when 
Exhibit L was executed. The evidenoe shows 
that the compromise was mainly brought 
about by three persons whose respectability 
has not been questioned. The 1st defendant 
was first induced to leave the entourage of 
the Sivaganga Zemindar and go to Madura 
and after the terms had been settled he 
returned to the Mutt where Tandavaraya and 
he executed Exhibit L. The dooument re- 
cites that Tandavaraya had duly succeeded 
and was in possession, that the 1st defend- 
ant had been asserting that he himself 
had been appointed, and that for the past 
year they had both been litigating about 
this and incurring much expense and putting 
the institution to muoh inconvenience, and 
that in the interests of the institution they 
had both settled the matter amicably on 
the terms that Tandavaraya was to be the 
Pandarasannadhi with all the rights of the 
office and that the 1st defendant was to 
be the Chinnapattam or junior head and 
heir to Tandavaraya, and that during 
Tandavaraya's lifetime the 1st defendant 
was to enjoy certain specified properties 
belonging to the Mutt without interference, 
and that during his lifetime Tandavaraya 
was not to appoint any one as heir to the 
Chinnapattam (sic). Assuming what was 
conceded by the appellants in the lower 
Court for the purposes of the case that 
Tandavaraya had been duly appointed, but 
assuming nothing more, we have to deal 
with two questions : was this a good exercise 
by the holder of a publio religious office of 
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the power vested in him by the usage of the 
institution to appoint a successor during his 
lifetime? and secondly, is it now not open to 
question as having been one of the conditions 
of a bona dde settlement of doubtful claims 
effected in the best interests of the institu- 
tion? It will be convenient to deal with 
the latter question first, as it is contended 
that if the answer is in the affirmative it 
is conclusive. In matters like this, it is 
important to look at the substance rather 
than the form, and the first question is 
whether this was really a compromise of 
doubtful claims, or an exercise by Tanda- 
varaya of his power of appointment in the 
1st defendant’s favour with a view of 
escaping the very serious difficulties with 
which he would be confronted if called 
upon to prove his own appointment in a 
Court of Law at the instance of the 1st 
defendant, That the 1st defendant’s counter- 
claim by virtue of a prior appointment 
was of a most unsubstantial character ap- 
pears from his cross examination on which 
the Subordinate Judge has commented and 
may be gathered from his written statement 
Exhibit El in a subsequent suit in which 
he executed bis conduct in contesting the 
Will of the late Pandarasannadhi as due to bad 
advice, ill-feeling, and imperfect knowledge 
of the facts, and tacitly admitted that his 
own claim to the office under a prior appoint- 
ment was without foundation. This 
claim of itself would never have caused 
Tandavaraya any uneasiness or afforded a 
ground for compromise, and on the most 
favourable view its abandonment formed a 
very small part of the consideration for 
the compromise. The substance of that 
compromise was that the 1st defendant 
was to abstain from putting Tandavaraya 
to the proof of his own appointment as 
Pandarasannadhi in consideration of being 
appointed his successor with immediate 
enjoyment of part of the Mutt properties. 
In consideration of a private advantage the 
first defendant was to resist from challeng- 
ing »s he had been doing till then Tandava- 
raya’s claim to have been duly appointed 
to a public office of a teligious character. 
The 1st defendant having practically no 
claim at all to this office and Tandava- 
raya having a claim which it is clear he 
would have had great difficulty in proving, 
they agreed to compromise their differences 


by dividing the enjoyment of the office on 
the terms the Tandavaraya was to hold it 
for life and the 1st defendant after him. 
It was in fact not a bona fide settlement 
of doubtful claims at all, but an arrange- 
ment of a very different character by which 
Tandavaraya agreed to exercise a power of 
appointment incident to the office which he 
claimed for the purpose of obtaining an 
advantage for himself. In Qirijanund Datta 
Jha v. Sailajanund Datta Jha (3) which is a 
case of the compromise of rival claims to 
succeed to a religious office the sole consi- 
deration on either side was the abandon- 
ment of a bona fide claim on the other side 
and it is necessary to consider it further. 
Much time has been spent on both sides 
in taking us through a great number of 
English and Irish cases to show what will 
and what will not be upheld as the valid 
exercise of a power, but it is unnecessary 
to go into them. I find as a fact for 
the reasons already given that the ap- 
pointment of the 1st defendant was 
made by Tandavaraya not a bona fide 
settlement of rival claims, but in furtherance 
of his own interests; and that on that 
ground it was a bad appointment as held 
by their Lordships of the Judicial Com- 
mittee in Ramalingam Filial v. Vythilingam 
Fillai (4). In these circumstances I think 
it unnecessary to discuss the question how 
far such compromises can be supported. It 
is said and truly that this arrangement 
did not prevent other people from ques- 
tioning Tandavaraya’s right to the office 
and that the Zemindar of Sivaganga filed 
Original Suit No. 53 of 1895 in the 
Subordinate Judge’s Court of Madura East 
contesting the validity of the appointment 
and claiming the right to appoint as on 
a vacanoy, Exhibit E. The fact that 
Tandavaraya did not obtain complete security 
under this arrangement does not make it 
any the less objectionable. As a matter of 
fact the zemindar did not prosecute the suit* 
possibly beoause his right to do so was 
questioned, Exhibit XXXII. There were 
not the same objections to a suit by the 
present 1st defendant as one of th© 
Thambirans of the Mutt, and it was n 0 
doubt realized that it was of the first 

(3) 23 C. 645; 12 Ind. Dec. (n. a.) 429. 

(4) 16 M. 490; 20 I. A. 150; 6 Sar. P. C.’ J. 351; 17 
Ind. Jur. 574; 5Jnd. Dec. (n. a.) 1048 (P. C.). 
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importance to buy off his opposition. Once 
this was done, opposition soon died down 
and Tandavaraya enjoyed the office for 
the rest of his days. 

If this be the true nature of the trans- 
action, it was of a highly objectionable 
character and the Court cannot countenance 
it even at this distance of time on the 
ground that it was considered to be for 
the benefit of the institution in the sense 
that it put an end to disputes between 
the rival Thambirans. It has also been 
contended that the compromise should be 
supported as a family settlement; as to 
this I cannot but think that agreements 
as to filling up a religious office of 
importance in the eyes of Hindu worshipers 
raise very different consideration and that 
the decisions as to family settlements are 
inapplicable. The question of limitation 
was not argued in the lower Court, but 
has been raised before us, and it has been 
contended that the suit is barred under 
Article 120 of the Indian Limitation Act. 
The position of the Chinnapatfara is 
analogous to that of an ordinary reversioner 
with a mere spes successionis dependent on 
his surviving the Pandarasannadhi who 
appointed him. Until he succeeds to the 
office there can be no duty to question 
his right to succeed and any attempt to 
do so by a declaratory suit would probably 
fail. We accordingly modify the decree of 
the Temporary Subordinate Judge by de- 
claring that tie 1st defendant is not the 
lawful trustee of the 1 levasthanams and 
tie endowments and removing him from 
their management, and by directing the 
Temporary Subordinate Judge to appoint 
fresh trustee of the Devasthanams, and by 
directing that the trustee so appointed be 
placed in possession. Costs of the plaintiffs 
in Appeal No. 317 of 1913 will come out 
of the Devasthanams estate throughout. 
There will be no order as to costs in Appeal 
No. 318 of 1913. 

Napier, J. — These are appeals in respect 
to two suits tried in the Court of the 
Temporary Subordinate Judge of Hamnad. 
They were brought by two sets of plaintiff^ 
and with the sanotion of the Advocate- 
General. In Appeal No. 317 of 1913 
the plaintiffs ask for a declaiation 
that one Nataraja Thambiran the present 


holder of the offioe of Pandarasannadhi of 
the Thiruvannamalai Adhinara is not lawfully 
entitled to that office and also not entitled 
to be the trustee of the Anjukovil De- 
vasthanam and the properties appertaining 
thereto. They, therefore, pray for his 
removal from these positions and the 
appointment of a new trustee for the 
administration of the trust. In Appeal No. 

318 of 1913 the plaintiffs confine the relief 
which they asked for to a declaration and 
removal from the position of trustee of 
the Devasthanara and its properties. The 
suits were tried together in the Subordinate 
Judge’s Court and a third suit, whicli is 
unfortunately not before us, was tried with 
them and evidence taken in all the three 
suits — a procedure that has given rise to 
certain difficulties which will be dealt with 
later on. The position taken up by the 
defendant Nataraja Thambiran is stated in 
paragraph 19 of his written statement and 
is that one Tandavaraya Desikar who was 
the lawful Pandarasannadhi of the Mutt 
nominated him as his successor to the 
Adhinam with appropriate initiation and 
ceremonies on the 9th July 1894, that the 
late Pandarasannadhi died on the 16th 
Maroh 1902 and that he himself succeeded 
to the headship and trusteeship of the 
Devasthanam. He raises other defences 
also which can be dealt with later on. 
The plaintiffs do not deny the nomination 
and initiation of the defendant as Chinna- 
pattnm and successor by the late Pandara- 
sannadhi, hut plead that it was bad in 
law for the following reason, namely, that 
the appointment was not made with sole 
view to the benefit which would acorueto 
the Mutt and to the disciples but with 
the object of getting rid of an opponent 
who was at the time both setting up a 
claim to be the lawful Pandarasannadhi 
and challenging the truth of the appointment 
and initiation of Tandavaraya himself, 
A further contention is laised by the 
plaintiffs that apart from the intention 
with which the appointment was uccV, it 
is illegal in that no valid appcintn ent 
can le made by compromise of coi tPctirg 
claims. The Advocate-General who appears 
for the defendant has contended th&taslcrg 
as the pei sc n appointed belonged to the 
class from vhojn the Pandarasannadhi 
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chosen, it is not for the Court to look 
into the circumstances of his selection. 
For this extreme proposition, there is no 
authority and it is clearly negatived by the 
decision of the Privy Council in Pamalingcim 
Pillai v. Vythillingani Pillai (4). I am 
satisfied that it is our duty to examine 
the surrounding circumstances, not for the 
purpose of ascertaining the motive influencing 
the appointment, but to see whether the 
appointment was made with the object 
and intention of conferring a bene6t on 
the Mutt and the disciples. The admitted 
facts are as follows: -one Chinna Arumuga 
Desikar was in the beginning of 1893 
Pandarasannadhi of the Mutt. He died on 
the 23rd May of that year, and Tandavaraya 
Desikar at once claimed the succession, 
alleging that he had been initiated by the 
deceased on the day before his death and 
that the appointment had been confirmed 
by a Will made on the same date by the 
deceased. His claim, in turn, was at once 
challenged by Nataraja Thambiran on two 
grounds, (1) that he had himself been 
appointed, and (2) that the story of the initia- 
tion was false and the Will a forgery. Tan- 
davaraya presented the Will for registration 
on the 23rd May 1893. The registration was 
opposed by Nataraja charging the forgery and 
making a further allegation that Tandava- 
raya had murdered the late Pandarasannadhi. 
An exhaustive enquiry was held by the 
Sub- Registrar who found the Will to be a 
forgery and his decision was confirmed by 
the District Registrar on the 30th April 
1894. On the 9th July 1894 Tandavaraya 
nominated Nataraja to the post of Chinna- 
pattam, a position which carried with it 
the right to succeed to the Pandarasan- 
nadhiship, and performed the necessary initia- 
tion ceremonies. It is argued by Mr. Krishna- 
swami Aiyar that the true inference to be 
drawn from these facts is that Tandavaraya 
felt himself in a position of grave danger- 
in that the defendant might at any moment 
apply to the District Registrar for sanction 
to prosecute him for forgery and that the 
arrangement was one by which he bought 
off opposition to his claim, an opposition 
which had already acquired a very strong 
position. The Advocate-General has con- 
tended that this could not have been the 
intention because as well as Nataraja, he 
had ft strong opponent in the Zemindar of 


Sivaganga who was, of course, not affected 
by these arrangements and he could not hope 
to stifle action by the zemindar and in fact 
did not do so, as the zemindar brought a suit 
against him in the following year challeng- 
ing his claim to be lawfully appointed. Mr. 
Krishnaswami Aiyar relies on the terms of 
the agreement (Exhibit F) under which 
Nataraja was appointed Chinnapatfcam with 
unusual and special rights and privileges. 
Now Exhibit F is signed by both parties 
and it recites that Tandavaraya was duly 
appointed Pandarasannadhi by Arumuga 
Desikar, the late Pandarasannadhi, and has 
taken possession of the office and its dignities. 
It further recites that Nataraja had gone 
away to Madura and other places on account 
of ill-feeling but that he had returned in 
obedience to the order of the Pandarasan- 
r.adhi and had been appointed Chinnapattam 
and received abishegam and now holds that 
office. It then provides that Tandavaraya 
is to remain in full possession and enjoyment 
of the office, and that Nataraja shall, as 
long as he holds the position of Chinna- 
pattam, be entitled to the possession of 
the Matam at Kumbakonam and the 
Mattam at Mylapore attached to the Thiru- 
vannamalai Adhinam and also to receive 
all the income of the villages mentioned 
in the schedule without any interference by 
the said Tandavaraya and that he shall 
manage the said Mattams and the charities 
connected therewith. Tandavaraya is to 
conduct all the Mattams attached to the said 
Adhinam other than those transferred to 
Nataraja without any kind of interference 
by the said Nataraja. And lastly Tan- 
davaraya covenants not to appoint any one 
else to the office of Chinnapattam as he 
has agreed that Nataraja shall suc- 
ceed him to the Pandarasannadhiship. 
Now it must be conceded that this is an 
unusual arrangement. It is true that 
Tandavaraya remains Pandarasannadhi, but 
it is clear on the language of this document 
that there was an actual division of the 
temporal rights and possession. The same 
language is used in the allocation of the 
properties to each and Tandavaraya reserves 
-no more rights in the alienated properties 
than Nataraja has in the properties retained 
so that it is not merely a case of grant 
of wide powers of management over certain 
selected Mutts and properties attached to 
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them. As a matter of fact, Nataraja retired 
at once to Mylapore and lived there manag- 
ing the properties, and the Judge has 
found that he actually allowed some of the 
Mutt properties to be sold for debts incurred 
by him. Another somewhat suspicious 
circumstance is the haste with which this 
appointment was made. It is, of course, 
open to the Pandarasannadhi to appoint 
his successor at any time, but when the 
appointment is made little more than a 
year after the Pandarasannadhi succeeds to 
the office, that circumstance is one to be 
taken into consideration when the appoint- 
ment is challenged to have been made with 
an improper object. 

A considerable amount of oral evidence 
was let in on behalf of the plaintiffs to 
support their case and several witnesses 
speak to their own belief and to the rumours 
current that Tandavaraya was at the time 
in danger of prosecution. A good deal of 
it is, in ray opinion, inadmissible. But 
plaintiffs’ 6th witness speaks to something 
definite. He says that Tandavaraya asked 
him to compromise with Nataraja and stop 
the prosecution, that he went to Madura 
for this purpose, met Nataraja and asked 
him not to prosecute as it was a big matter 
and the prosecution would be a disgrace to 
both sides. He says that Nataraja agreed 
to drop the matter if he was appointed 
Chinnapattam and an agreement was 
made under which he would be irremoveable 
and have sufficient properties to maintain 
his position. As against this evidence there 
is the fact elicited from him in cross-ex- 
amination that he did not himself effect 
the compromise and he admits that he never 
told any one about this matter, Plaintiffs’ 
18th witness too claims to have taken 
part in the preliminary negotiations, 
but as he was witness to the Will which 
was attacked as forgery, he is not perhaps 
a very reliable witness. Defendant’s 6th 
witness makes an admission which is im- 
portant considering that he was supporting 
the defendant. He states that Nataraja 
was disputing the Will as a forgery and 
that after the refusal to register it he 
was intending to adopt further proceedings, 
but that one Ramasam Aiyar brought 
Nataraja from Madura and settled the 
disputes between him and Tandavaraya. 
Nataraja gives evidence himself as defend- 


ant’s 13th witness. He was in a somewhat 
difficult position because he could not admit 
that his claim was false and at the same 
time he had to try and to minimise the circum- 
stances attending the arrangement. What he 
does is to throw the whole blame for the posi- 
tion on the Zemindar of Sivaganga and to 
deny any knowledge of an attempt to obtain 
sanction against Tandavaraya. He does, 
however, make one unguarded admission, 
which is as follows: — My objections to the 
registration of the Will were all founded on 
facts.” By the term “facts”, he cannot, of 
course, mean anything else than that the 
Will was a forgery. That, coupled with his 
persistance in the witness box in adhering 
to the story of his own initiation and ap- 
pointment, gives no room for doubt that 
if he had not been satisfied with the arrange- 
ment made, he would have persisted in his 
claim to the Pandarasannadhiship in his 
opposition to the Will as a forgery and even 
possibly in his charge of murder against 
Tandavaraya, I think it right to say here 
that there never was the slightest ground 
for suspicion of murder, but the attack 
on the Will was very serious indeed. We 
are bound to presume that the Registrars 
applied their minds to the case, and they 
h d come to a conclusion which placed 
Tandavaraya in a very difficult position. 
The Will had been found against him in 
two exhaustive enquiries, in addition to 
which Nataraja was alleging an appointment 
in support of which he would doubtless be 
able to produoe some evidence though 1 agree 
with the Subordinate Judge in his view that 
Nataraja’s story of appointment is false. 
Nataraja in his written statement filed in the 
suit brought by the Zemiyidar of Sivaganga 
referred to above has endeavoured to evade 
responsibility. In that suit (Original Sait 
No. 53 of 1S95 on the file of the Court of 
the Subordinate Judge of Madura East), the 
zemindar of Sivaganga claimed the right of 
appointment and asked for the removal both 
of Tandavaraya and Nataraja. Exhibit 
El is the written statement of Nataraja. 
He there relies on his appointment as 
Chinnapattam and states that he yielded 
to the instigation of the plaintiff (the 
zemindar) and that owing to his own imperfect 
know lodge of facts he made certain allega- 
tions impeaching the Will, but that when 
he understood the real faots and the bad 
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motives of bis advisers, namely, the plaintiff 
and his officers, be re joined the Mutt which 
he had left under evil advice and in the posi- 
tion of a disciple was duly appointed Chinna- 
pattam. It is to be noted that he says 
not one word about his own appointment 
by Arumuga Desikar and admits that he 
was only a disciple at the time of his appoint- 
ment by Tandavaraya. These facts and a 
number of circumstances of less importance 
have been examined before us by the learned 
Vakils and the inference sought to be drawn 
therefrom has been urged at great length 
and with great force by both sides. In the 
result I am satisfied that Tandavaraya 
would not have appointed Nataraja his 
opponent as his successor, were it not for 
his desire to secure himself from further op- 
position. In ray opinion he did not appoint 
him in the true interests of the Mutt. He 
consented to an arrangement of an unusual 
character under which he parted with a con- 
siderable portion of his temporal rights with 
an eye solely to his own security, and under 
pressure of great danger to himself. 

It remains to apply the law to this finding 
on facts. First as to the question of the 
compromise: admittedly it was one and 
admittedly the defendant’s right to the 
Pandarasannadhiship owes its birth to that 
compromise. But is that fact alone sufficient 
to make the appointment bad? Mr. Krisha- 
swami Aiyar relies strongly on a decision 
in Sundarambal Ammal v. Yogavanngurukkal 

(5). In that case, as appears from the 
judgment of Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar, 
the Court was dealing with a suit in which 
the claim in the dispute was to one-half 
share of the puja miras of a certain temple. 
The puja miras involved certain religious 
duties and the holder was entitled to some 
emolument. A compromise was come to, 
which was found by the learned Judge to 
amount to an alienation of a portion of a 
religious office by one of the parties in favour 
of the other for a pecuniary benefit, and the 
learned Judge refused to allow the compro- 
mise on the ground that it was not a lawful 
agreement on which a decree could be 
passed. The proposition he lays down is 
as follows: — “There can be no lawful com- 
promise made of a dispute in respect of a re- 
ligious office, the proper pei formance of the 

(5) 23 Ind. Cas. 72; 38 M. 850; 26 M. L. J. 315; 
(1914) M. W. N. 286; 1 L. W. 276. 


duties of which concerns not merely the parties 
to the compromise but principally affects 
the religious trust itself and the Hindu 
public for whose benefit the religious trust 
exists.'’ The chief authority relied on for 
this proposition whs the well known case 
arising out of the dispute between the Rajah 
of Ramnad and certain Shanars, Rajah M. 
Bhaskara Sethupathi v. Narayanasamy Guruk - 
kal (6). I do not think that this latter case 
supports the wide proposition laid down by 
the learned Judge. The view taken by 
the Judge in that case was that the so-called 
compromise was a betrayal of rights 
successfully established in one Court by the 
person who vindicated them. In another 
case, Ravi Varma Rajah v. Ramasubramania 
Pattar (7), the same learned Judge in 

dealing with a compromise with regard to 
property the subject of a religious trust 
and not with regard to the office itself 
uses language somewhat analogous but I 
do not think that that case helps us much. 
Reliance f is placed on a case in Mohammad 
Ibrahim Khan v. Ahrnad Said Khan (£), but 
the point decided there was much narrower, 
viz , that a dispute as to the right of succes- 
sion to a mutaw alii ship could not be settled 
by arbitration so as to oust the jurisdiction 
of the Court. The Advocate- General 
contends that the right to compromise 
matters of dispute arising in religious and 
charitable trusts does exist and he relies on a 
decision of the Privy Council in Ramanathan 
Chetti v. Murugappa Chetti (9), but wbat was 
settled there was, however, merely an 
arrangement made by disputing parties 
for the due execution of the functions 
belonging to the office in turns or in some 
settled order and sequence. The case in 
Giyana Sambandha Pandara Sannadhi v. 
Kandasami Tambiran (10) is more in point, 
for there a dispute as to right to appoint 
between the heads of two different Mutts was 
compromised by an arrangement under which 
the persons holding office had their title 
recognised but the next Chinnapattam was to 

(6) 12 M. L. J. 3fi0. 

(7) 37 Ind. Cas. 692; 31 M. L. J. 733; (1916) 2 
M. W. N. 312; 4 L. W. 576. 

(8) 6 Tnd. Cas. 219; 32 A. 503; 7 A. L. J. 761. 

(9) 19 M. 28*; 10 C. W. N. 825; 33 I. A. 139; 1 
M.L. T. *27: 3 A. L. J. 707; 4 C. L. J. 189; 16 M. 
L. -r. 265; 8 Bom. L. R. 498 (P. C.) 

(10) 10 M. 375; 3 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 1015. 
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be selected from the rival Mutt. Another case, 
Nilakandan v. Fadmanabha ( 11), is instructive 
because it went to the Privy Council. In 
that case disputes arose between certain 
parties as to the management of a temple in 
South Malabar whioh were temporarily set 
at rest by a compromise in 1845 and again in 
1874, but the question was re-agitated 20 
years latter and it was urged that the com- 
promise was not binding. It is to be noted 
that although it was attacked on the ground 
that it create! a new right and thereby 
varied the original trusts of the institution, 
it was not argued before the Board 
that the compromise was unlawful as 
relating to a religious trust [ vide Nilaknndhen 
Nambndirapad v. f admanabha Uevi Varma 

(12)]. Gtrijanund Datta Jha v. Sailajanund 
Datta Jha (3) is a decision directly in 
point, for in that case a suit was brought 
on an ekrar executed by the priest of 
an idol for arrears of maintenance and the 
defence was raised that the agreement was 
without lawful consideration as it amounted 
to a bargaining for the public office of high 
priest of a public shrine. The Court found 
that the ekrar was entered into in consequence 
of attempts made both by the plaintiffs and 
the defendant to obtain the post of high 
priest on the death of the last holder of the 
office and that the dispute concerning this 
succession was settled by that compromise. 
The casts on the point were elaborately 
considered by the Court and the conclusion 
come to was that there was nothing contrary 
to public policy in the jart of the settlement 
of the dispute as to succession by a com- 
promise. And lastly we have two recent deci- 
sions of this Court to both of which the learn- 
ed Chief Justice was a party, in which this 
question was discussed. They are Arunachel- 
lam Chetliar v. Vclappa Thambiran (13) and 
Thiruvambala Desikar Chinna Pandaram 
(14). The result of both these cases may be 
summed in the language of the Chief Justice 
in Arunachellam Chet liar v. Velappa Tham- 
biran (13): The better view appears 

to be that compromises of suits enteied 


(11) 14 M, 153; 5 1ml. Dec. (n. s.) IuS. 

(12) 18 M. 1; 21 I. A. 128; 4 M. L. J. 233; 
l\ C. J. 478; 6 I ml. Dec (n s ) 351. 

(13) 28 I ml. Cas. 337; 24 M. UJ. 410 a( i 
18 M. L. T. 135. 

(14) 34 Ind. Cas. 57; 30 M. L. J. 274; (11)1 Cl 
W. N. 43; 4 L. \Y, 300; 40 M. 177. 


0 Sur. 
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into by trustees of charitable endow- 
ments, are not necessarily void.” And this 
doctrine would seem to have been applied 
both in that suit in which no question of title 
between disputing claimants was involved, 
as well as in the latter case in Thiruvambala 
Desikar v. Chinna Pandaram (14), where the 
right of a matadhipathi to remove the junior 
was in question and a compromise decree 
had been passed recognising the position of 
the junior. On a consideration of all the 
authorities, I have come to the conclusion 
that a trustee of a religious and charitable 
trust has, in respect of a litigation not affect- 
ing the office, the same right of compromise 
as an ordinary trustee has, and that a com- 
promise even of conflicting claims to an office 
is not necessarily unlawful or opposed to 
public policy but must be scrutinized by the 
Court before which it is pleaded for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether it is in 
violation of the trust of the institution, or 
affects adversely the interests of the religious 
public. That disposes of the first objection 
taken by Mr. Krisbnaswami Aiyar. 

The next objection i9 one which arises on 
the view of the law which I have just stated, 
Mr. Krisbnaswami Aiyar has urged the broad 
proposition that where any benefit is reserved 
by or accrues to a party entitled to make 
the appointment, the appointment is bad 
whether it be by compromise or by agree- 
ment. lie has relied strongly on the 
analogy of the exercise of the power of 
appointment by a donee of a power and has 
quoted a large number of English cases. The 
Advocate-General, cn the conti ary, has 
invited our attention to a number of cases in 
which a reservation of rights was not held 
to vitiate the appointment. In my opinion 
a great deal turns on the question whether 
the circumstances relied on to impeach the 
appointment, constitute a motive for the 
appointment or whether the appointment was 
made with the intention of securing a benefit. 
But l do not think it necessary to examine 
the cases as in my opinion, although the 
principles applied in these cases may be of 
some assistance, they have not sufficient 
bearing to require detailed consideration. 
The Advocate-General has relied on the 
principles by which an adoption agreement 
made by a Hindu w i 1 »\v under which she 
acquires a distinct benefit is not illegal and 
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asks us to apply that rule. I think the 
analogy still more remote and I will not deal 
with the cases. 1 would adopt the language 
of the Chief Justice in Arunachellam 
Chettiar v. Velappa Thambiran (13) in 
res pect of this very question of compromise 
by a Fandarasannadhi. In that case the 
po 8 ition of a Pandarasannadhi as regards 
ali e nations had been compared to that of a 
Hindu widow and the learned Chief Justice 
in delivering Vbe judgment of the Court 
said- as follows: — “We agree with the 
observation of Sadasiva Aiyar, J., in Muthu - 
satnier v. Sree Sree Mithanithi Swamiyar 
Aver gal (15), that it is dangerous to press 
these analogies too far.” In the case 
of an incumbent of a religious office whose 
rights and duties are mainly governed by 
usage, and whose duties extend to a religious 
public that knows nothing of the arrange- 
ments \>nder which he succeeds to the office, I 
would prefer to confine myself to the very 
simple test laid down by their Lordships cf 
the Privy Council in Bamalingam Pillai v. 
Vythilin gam Filial (4\ This decision was on 
an appea 1 from our ov\ n Court and the question 
to be de ^ ermined was whether the appellant 
was the lawful Dharmakartha or trustee of 
the Ka^eswaram temple. On the 30lh 
January 1-894 the High Court removed one 
Hamanaka Pandaram from his office and on 
the same day he appointed the appellant as 
his successor purporting to make the appoint- 
ment on & consideration of the fact that the 
appellant was a man of learning and of good 
character. The appointment was held to be 
bad, because Ramanatha Pandaram had 
already been removed and had, therefore, no 
power to appoint. But their Lordships 
further observed as follows: — Another 

objection to the appointment of the appellant 
is that both Courts have found that it 
was not made bona fide. * * * The 

Judges of the High Court, referring to the 
proved facts, say : — With these facts before 
us, we cannot say that the Subordinate Judge 
was not warranted in finding that the appel- 
lant’s appointment was made by the former 
Pandaram in furtherance of his own interests 
and that it * as not a bona fide exercise of his 
power, if any.’ This finding of both Courts 
invalidates the whole appointment. It 

(15) 19 lad. Cas. 694: 25 M. L J. 393; 3S M. 356; 
13 M. L. T. 49?; (1913) M. W. N. 581. 


applies to the headship of the Mutt as wel 
as the office of the Dharmakartha.” In my 
opinion we have but to apply this language. 
The object in that case was certainly more 
grossly apparent than in this case, because 
the Pandaram had arranged for a personal 
allowance to himself after his dismissal, but 
the principle laid down by the Board seems 
to me to be of general application. On the 
conclusion that I have arrived at on the 
facts, viz., that the appointment was not 
made with the intention of benefiting the 
institution but really to protect his own 
position which was in serious danger, I am 
of opinion that it is one which could not be 
upheld if attacked in the proper manner and 
at the proper time. 

It remains now to consider certain objec- 
tions raised by the Advocate-General to our 
exercise of the power of removing the defend- 
ant. The first objection is one of limitation. 
He contends that the Pandarasannadhiship 
to which the defendant succeeded in March 
1902 was only the taking up of an office 
which necessarily vested in possession and 
that the right to succeed to it became vested 
in 1S94, more than six years before the suit. 
In my opinion this contention cannot succeed. 
It is admitted that according to the usage 
of the Mutt, Chinnapattam can be removed 
for misconduct and so his right of succession 
is not absolute. Further the position of 
Chinnapattam is one of greatly inferior 
sanctity and importance and it might well be 
tt at the persons interested would consent to 
his holding that office, although they were 
not willing to allow him to become Pandara- 
sannadhi. 1 am, therefore, of opinion on the 
application of Article 12(J of the Indian 
Limitation Act that the right to sue to 
remove him from the office of Pandarasannadhi 
vested in persons entitled to sue on the 
occasion of his taking that office, although 
the right to sue to remove him from the 
office of Chinnapattam vested at the time 
of the appointment to that office. In this 
view I do not think it necessary to consider 
whether the right arises only on the sanc- 
tion by the Advocate-General. 

Thfi next objection raised on behalf of 
the defendant is that by efflux of time the 
irregularity of the appointment is cured, 
and a number of English cases were brought 
to our notice. In my opinion, this is not a 
case of irregularity of appointment. It might 
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be that if the qualification of a person 
appointed fell little short of those required 
by the usage and the appointment was 
otherwise unobjectionable and was made in 
the interests of the institution, the Court 
would not interfere. But here we have an 
appointment not made in the interests of 
the institution and the case is entirely 
different from those in which the appoint- 
ment of a minister of religion not belong- 
ing to the particular sect of the founder, 
was upheld after it had existed for a consider- 
able time. 

I will now deal with two objections 
raised by the Advocate-General on procedure 
which, he olaims, stand in the way of our 
giving effect to the view we take of the 
agreement and appointment. The first is 
that there was no issue raised in either of 
these suits as to the validity of the appoint- 
ment. That is in fact so. But the allega- 
tion of invalidity was distinctly made in 
both plaints (vide, paragraph 13) and pleaded 
to in paragraph 9 and further the validity 
of the subsequent cancellation of the appoint- 
ment was alleged in the plaint and denied 
in the written statement in paragraphs 13 
and 20 respectively and an issue was framed 
on this. (Issue No. 16). When these suits 
came on for trial they were heard with 
another suit Original Suit No. 19 of 1912 
which had been filed some years later. This 
suit was by a person who claimed the 

office by virtue of appointment by the Tarn- 

birans. The pleadings in that suit are not 
before us but the issues are and one of 
them (No. 4) is “whether the appointment 
of the defendant made by the late Thandava- 
rfiy a wfis made main fide and to serve his 
own purpose and, therefore, invalid.” The 
whole of the evidenoe relating to the three 
suits was recorded by consent of parties 
in Original Suit No. 17, that is, Appeal 
No. 317 (vide judgment of lower Court 
page 52), and the Judge finds on the ques- 
tion of the validity of the appointment on 
issues Nos. 1 and 2 in the suits beforo us and 
on issues Nos. 3 to 5 in the other suit, 1 am 
satisfied that the matter was treated as in 
issue in the present suits and that the non- 
existence of a speoifio issue at the trial 
was not considered of any importance there 
being the issue in the other suit. At the 
worst it would only be necessary for us to 


frame the issue formally in these suits and 
that can, if necessary, be deemed to be 
done. 

The next objection is more seriou.s. It 
is contended that the Court has no power 
to remove the defendant in the present 
suits which are brought under seotion 92 
with the consent of the Advocate-General. 
The learned Chief Justice has dealt with 
the history of these suits and I entirely 
agree with him in holding that it is not 
open to us to re-oonsider a decision already 

given in Appeal No. 317 of 1913. That 
decision is part of the judgment in this 
appeal and can only be questioned on appeal 
to the Privy Council. To the extent, there- 
fore, of the relief claimed in Appeal No. 
317 of 1913 to remove the defendant from 
the headship of the Mutt, the matter is 
already decided and the suit fails. I entirely 
agree, however, with the learned Chief Jus- 
tice that as to the second relief in Appeal 
No. 3 17 of 1913 and the whole of the 
matter in issue in Appeal No. 318 of 1913, 
we are not prevented by the first deoision 
or the above view from giving effect to 
our finding. It is our duty to remove a 
trustee whose appointment is bad and in 
my opinion the fact that the trusteeship 
vests ex-officio in the holder of an office 
which we cannot touch in this suit makc 9 
no difference whatsoever. The decrees will 

be as stated in the judgment of the learned 
Chief Justice. 


v.u.p. 


Appeal partly allowed ; 
Decree modified . 
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In Bengal and Bihar the sum of land revenue due 
for Chait-Baisakh hist becomes payable on the last 
day of BaisaJch (which ordinarily falls between the 1st 
aud 15th of May), from which date it becomes an 
“arrear,” aud if this arrear is not paid by the date 
fixed by the Board of Revenue as the latest date of 
payment the estate becomes immediately liable to 
sale. [p. 64X3, col. 2.] 

Appeal from a decision of the Subordinate 
Judge, first Court, Muzaiferpur, dated the 
30th January 1915. 

Sir All Imam and Mr. Sharoshi Char an 
Mitra , for the Appellant. 

Messrs. Kulwant Sahay> and Harnandan 
Sahay (Government Advocate to watch for 
the Board of Revenue), for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT. — The plaintiff in this case 
is Musammat Rajbansi Kuer. She holds a 
9-annas share in Toun Nos, 4543. The 
entire mahal was sold by auction for arrears 
of Government revenue for the June 
instalment on the 21st of September 1911 
and was purchased by the defendant 
Bhirukhi Ojha for Rs. 5,750. An appeal 
was filed to the Commissioner. This appeal 
was dismissed on the 2nd of April 1912. 
On the 27th of February 1913 the plaintiff 
filed the present plaint asking that the 
sale be set aside on ten grounds as set forth 
in paragraph 6 of the plaint. 

(1) . The sale was a fraudulent sale 
brought about by her co-sharer Rameshar 
Prasad Singh for whom Bhirukhi Ojha is a 
mere benamidar. 

(2) . The account of the arrears as entered 
in the ledger is wrong. 

(3) . No notice under sections 6 and 7 
was issued. 

(4) . The notice under section 6 was not 
properly prepared. 

(5) . The date of sale was not properly 
given in the notice. 

(6) . The name of the mahal is Chako 
Chapra Gangi Chapra but in the said notice 
only Chako Chapra was given. 

(7) . There are six proprietors but the 
name of one only was given in the 
notice. 

(8) . The amount of arrears as entered 
in the notice was wrong. 

(9) . The notice under section 7 was not 
served and was not in proper form. 


(10). By reason of this fraud the mahal 
the fair value of which is Rs. 18,000 has 
been sold for Rs. 5,750. 

Paragraph 7 of the plaint runs as follows: — 
“That your petitioner also begs to submit 
that when the June instalment of 1911 had 
fallen into arrears, the said mahal ought 
not to have been sold by auction before 
the 28th September 1911, and the Revenue 
Officers had no power, according to the 
provisions of law, to sell the said mahal 
before the 28th September 1911. For 
the above reason also the said sale is 
entirely against law, null aud void and 
ineffectual.” 

A written statement was filed and upon 
the pleadings the following issues were 
framed : — 

1. Is the suit maintainable in its pre- 
sent form ? 

2. Has the plaintiff any cause of 
action P 

3. Whether defendant No. 2 is a furzidar 
for defendant No. 1 ? 

Whether defendant No. 2 was party to 
the fraud ? (Defendant No. 1 is Rameshar 
Prasad Singh. Defendant Nos. 2 is Bhirukhi 
Ojha). 

4. Whether the sale is irregular and illegal 
and can it be set aside P Whether the 
price is inadequate P 

5. What is the extent of the plaintiff’s 
share in this mahal ? Can the plaintiff get 
hi9 share re-conveyed from defendant No. 2. 
If so, on what term ? 

6. Whether the amount of the arrears 
stated in the notice is correct P Whether 
the account in the tauzi ledger of the 
Collector is correct ? 

The learned Subordinate Judge found 
that there was no evidence to show that 
Bhirukhi Ojha was a furzidar for Rameshar 
Prasad. He found also that notices under 
sections 6 and 7 had been properly served 
and were in order: that the plaintiff had 
failed to prove that there was no arrear 
of revenue on the date of sale and that 
the amount shown in the. notices as the 
arrears was correct and that no order 
could he made ordering the defendant No. 2 
to re-convey 9 annas of the mahal to the 
plaintiff. But upon the ground that 
the sum due for the hist ending the 
/th of June 1911 was not an arrear but a 
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sum *o be paid as revenue for the June 
kist, he held, that under sections 2 and 3 
of Act XI of 1859, that sura if not paid on 
the 7th of June would not become an arrear 
of revenue until the 1st of July and that 
the date of payment of that arrear would 
be the 28th of September 1911. On this 
reasoning he held that there were no 
arrears on the 21st of September 1911, the 
date of the sale, and that, therefore, the sale 
was ab initio void. He, therefore, gave the 
plaintiff a decree for the recovery of the 
mahol sold. 

We have no hesitation in agreeing with the 
learned Subordinate Judge that there is no 
reliable evidence on the record to show 
that the defendant No. 2 is farzidar for the 
defendant No. 1. There is no real attempt 
to show any connection between them. 
There is a considerable body of evidence 
to show that Bhirukhi Ojha ha9 since the 
sale, been in actual possession of the estate. 
We have also no hesitation in saying that the 
plaintiff has entirely failed to prove that 
the notices under section 6 and section 7 
were not served. It is clear that a receipt 
for these notices was signed by Fauzdar Lai. 
The learned Subordinate Judge has shown 
clearly that the evidence given by Fauaiar 
Lai that he did not receive this notice is 
entirely false. There is also no reason for 
supposing that the use of the term Chako 
Chapra in the notice was not a completely 
adequate description. In the register L) 
the village is known as Chako Chapra and 
the omission of the words Gangi Chapra 
could not mislead any body desirous of 
bidding at the sale. The only point upon 
which the plaintiff can succeed is the point 
taken by the learned Subordinate Judge. 


As we understand the framing of the issue: 
the plaintiff was not serious in the sugges 
tion made in paragraph 7 of his plaint. 1 
indeed there was anything in the suggestior 
that the arrears of revenuo the latest da U 
for payment of which has been fixed as the 
7th of June, were not really arrears until 
the 1st of July, every revenue sale hold ii 
Bengal and Bihar during the last fifty years 
would be void. The learned Subordinate 
Judge seems to us to have fallen into this 
error that he has regarded the revenue kist 
as falling due on the 7th of Juno whereas 
tho fact is that the 7th of Juno is tho latost 


date of payment for previous arrears. We 
have been shown papers to prove that the 
A lists in which the revenue of this particular 
mahal is paid are as follows: — 

Rs. as. p. 

For Ghait Baisakh ... 68 12 0 

For Jeth, Asharah Shraban ... 80 6 5 

For A sin, Kartik, Aghan ... 34 6 0 

For Bus, Magh, Bhagun ... 85 15 0 

The Ghait- Baisakh kist becomes payable 
on the last day of llaisakh which ordinarily 
falls between the 1st and 15th of May, and 
in the year 1911 did fall on the 29th of 
April. Therefore, the sura due for the Ghait . 
Baisakh kist became an arrear on the 1st 
of May, and if this arrear was not paid by 
the date fixed by the Board of Revenue 
as the latest dat9 of payment, the 7th of 
June, the estate became immediately liable 
to sale. But of these facts, there is upon 
the record no evidence and the question 
is whether we shall be exercising a wise 
discretion in allowing the appellant to bring 
this evidence upon the record at the appel- 
late stage. We feel bound to say that 
the view taken by the learned Subordinate 
Judge was a view which the defendants to 
the suit could hardly anticipate. There 
was uo indication in the framing of the 
issues that the oase would bs fought upon 
this basis. There was no suggestion in the 
grounds of appeal taken before the Com- 
missioner that this was the origin of the 
plaintiff's assertion that the estate was not 
in arrears at the date of the sale. We 
feel that for the ends of justice an op- 
portunity must be given to the defendant 
to bring upon the record, the necessary 
evidence to show that the kist for payment 
of which the latest date fixed is the ?th 
of June is the Chait Baisakh kist aud that 
the sum due thereunder became au arrear 
of revenue on the last day of Baisakh. ' We, 
therefore, remit the record to the learned 
Subordinate Judge with instructions that 
he take evidence upon this point and submit 
the evidence to this Court before the 1st 
of July. Let the record be sent down at 
once. 

Case sent back. 
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PRIVY COUNCIL, 

Appeal from the Allahabad High Court. 

May 23, 1917. 

Present: — Viscount Haldane, Lord Atkinson, 

Sir John Edge and Mr. Ameer AIL 
GOBIND DAS— Plaintiff— Appellant 

versus 

BISHAMBHAR DAS— Defendant- 

Respondent. 

Libel— Caste dispute— Panchayat, resolution oj, 
publication of— Privilege, whether destroyed by irregula- 
rity in passing resolution — Jurisdiction of caste pan- 
cliayat, whether subject to control of Civil Courts. 

B., the chowdhri or chairman of a caste panchayat , 
circulated to the other members of the caste a 
resolution of the pa nchayat suspending social relations 
with G.’s family. In an action for libel brought by 
G. against B. it was contended that G. had no 
proper notice of the meeting of the panchayat and 
that in consequence the passing of the resolution 
was contrary to natural justice, and B. was not 
privileged in publishing it. It was found that the 
notice was duly given: 

Held, that B.’s privilege was not affected or 
rebutted by any defect iu the notice to G. LP* 646, 
col. 1.] 

To defeat or rebut privilege, the law' docs not 
recognise anything short of actual or express malice 
in the publication of the matter which is charged 

to be libellous, [p. 645, col. 1.] 

[The question of the power of the Civil Courts to 

control the jurisdiction of caste bodies purporting to 
excommunicate or censure caste offenders discussed 
but not decided.] 

Appeal from a decree of the Allahabad, 
High Court <Tudball and Rafique, JJ.), 
dated March 16th, 1914, reported as 23 
lnd. Cas. 301, reversing the decree of the 
Subordinate Judge, Benares. 

FACTS of the case sufficiently appear from 
their Lordships* judgment. 

Sir H. Erie Richards , K. 0., and Mr. Dube , 
for the Appellant, submitted that the oc- 
casion was not privileged because the 
resolution was not passed regularly but 
contrary to natural justice, there being a 
neglect of the requirement that the accused 
should be present or be given an opportunity 
of being present. Alternatively, there is 
evidence of malice. It is true the defend- 
ant was an agent of the panchayat , but if the 
principal is not privileged then the agent is 
not privileged. 

Plaintiff had no notice of the meeting of 
the panchayat. At the meeting the members 
present knew that he was at Calcutta. 
It is made a charge against him that he 
had not signed a certain chittha ; he never 
had the chance of signing it. It is also 
oharged that he did not attend the panchayat . 
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How could he when he was at Calcutta and 
had no notice? 

[Lord Atkinson referred to Chamberlain v. 

Boipl\. 

[Viscount Haldane. — I should like an 
authority for the proposition that the Court 
has power to restrain a panchayat from ex- 
cluding a man from caste. My difficulty is 

that what was said was true.] 

I concede that a domestic tribunal may 
outcaste a man, and may declare its decision 
to the members of the caste: Odgers’ Law 
of Libel and Slander, 5th edition, page 287 
(Chapter 10, Qualified Privilege), but I 
submit that if the outcasting itself is invalid, 
the declaration i3 not privileged. 

Caste meetings must observe the require- 
ments of natural justice: Krishnasami Chetti v. 
Virasami Chetti (2). When this was not done 
a declaration that a man was outcasted was 
held to be illegal, and he was given damages 
for libel: Vallabha v. Madusudanan (3). 

It would have been a complete answer in 
the latter case to say that the man was in 
fact outcasted; but it was decided that 
defendant could not rely upon that fact, 
because the outcasting was contrary to 
natural justice. That case was accepted as 
an authority in Keshavlal v. Bai Girja (4), 
where it was laid down that the right 
to outcaste must bs properly exercised. 
That case recognises that if the decision to 
outcaste is improperly obtained, a statement 
of the outcasting is actionable. 

The rules of natural justice in these 
matters are summarised in Pollock on 
Torts, page 125 

[Viscount Ha ldane. — Is not the right of the 
Court to interfere as to voluntary associations 
limited to cases where a right of property 
is involved?] 

Under the conditions which prevail in 
India, a man has such a right in the mainten- 
ance of hi9 caste that the Court will 'take 
cognisance of the matter though no question 
of property is directly involved: Cuopusawmi 
Chetty v. Doraisawm y Chetty (5), Jagannath 

(1) (1883) 11 Q. B. D. 407; 52 L. J. (J. B. 277; 43 L. 
T. 328; 31 W. R. 572; 47 J. P. 372. 

(2) 10 M. 133; 3 lnd. Dec. (X. s.) 813. 

(3) 12 M. 495; 4 lnd. Dec. (x. s.) 694. 

( 4) 24 B. 13 at p. 21; 1 Bom L. R. 478; 12 lnd. Dec. 
(x. s.) 545. 

(5) 3 I iid. Cas. 955; 33 M. 67; 6 M. L. T. 290; 19 
M.L. J. 714. 



042 


INfrUft OASES. 


GOBIND DAS V. BISHAU BHAR DAS. 

Churn v. A kali Dassia (6), Advocate’ General, 
Bombay v. David Haim Devaker (7), Appaya 
v. Padappi (8), Bam Kant v. Bam 
Lochum (9). 

The Courts in India regard the caste 
interest as of so great value that they 
specially proteot it; and these cases show 
that they will intervene on behalf of those 
expelled from caste on grounds contrary to 
natural justice. 

[Viscount Haldane asked Mr. Dunne 
whether he justified.] 

[Mr. Dunne. — Their case throughout was 
that the panchayat was a bogus one; that 
was the issue. Both Courts have held that 
it was not.] 

[Viscount Haldane. — It would have been 
much better if the English practice had 
been followed: innuendo, that plaintiff had 
been outoasted: plea of justification.] 

The words of the resolution suggested 
that plaintiff had refused to accept a reason* 
able opportunity to appear and clear up his 
position. 

[Lord Atkinson. — lou are driven to say 
that such a publication would be untrue unless 
the expulsion were legal and valid.] 

I present the case on the ground that the 
pancahyat have no right to pronounce a de- 
cision contrary to natural justice. The issue 
as to notice the High Court has found against 
me. I submit the Subordinate Judge was 
right in holding that the notice was not 
sufficient, and also that there was malioe on 
the defendant’s part in procuring the passing 
of the resolution. 

The libel is a communication to the pachhain 

tar telling them to have no dealings with 

plaintiff. It is defamatory and actionable. 

The defence may be privilege, but that can 

only be if they have acted properly; the 

statement was not made honestly, in the 

sense that the plaintiff had no opportunity of 
appearing. 

[Lord Atkinson.— Thera is nothing against 

natural justice in the publication. Your ob- 
jection is to the way the decision was arrived 

at.J 

Mr. Dube, followed: Both the Courts 
below have found the statements are defa- 


2 ,\ S' 4G3; 10 ImI - Dc c- (n. s.) 938. 
(7) 11 B. 18fij 6 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 132 

(8 23 B. 122, 12 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 81 

( a ) (1869) S. D. A. 535, 
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matory. There is no analogy between a 
voluntary association, like a club, and a 
caste. Outcasting in India is far more than 
turning a man out of a olub: many of the 
man’s rights are affected by it. Hence to 
say a man is an outcaste is per se defamatory. 

Whether there was privilege depends on 
two things: 

(1) Had the panchayat jurisdiction ? 

(2) If they had, did they exeroise it 
according to the rules of natural 
justice Y 

As far back as 1848 suits were entertained 
for re-instatement to caste. In that year it 
was decided in express terms that a Muham- 
madan who had been improperly expelled 
should be restored to caste: Sonaullah 
Khan's case (10). 

This was followed in ' 859 in the oase of 
a Hindu Brahman, the aots charged against 
whom were not suoh as to justify expulsion. 
The Court went into the merits and held the 
man was entitled to re-instatement: Ram 
Kant v. Ram Lochum (9). 

[Viscount Haldane. — Was the question of 
jurisdiction raisedP No one seems to have 
thoughtof it.] 

[Mr. Ameek Ali. — W as the suit here 
brought on those lines Y] 

No: It has been the custom in India to sue 
for defamation. 

[Viscount Haldane. — You have some au- 
thority for saying that the Courts in India 
have dealt with oases on these lines: but 
how can the Courts here go into questions 
of this kindp] 

The question is whether the punches had 
jurisdiction. The High Court held they 
had. I contend they had not. 

[Mr. Dunne. — This issue of jurisdiction has 
never been raised before.] 

It was, because it was raised that the ques- 
tion of sea voyage was gone into. The Courts 
should have framed an issue whether the 
ground alleged was one for which a man 
could be outcasted. 

[Lord Atkinson.— To say the alleged 
oaose was no adequate cause is making us a 
Court of Appeal.] 

[Mr. Dunne. — It has never been suggested 
that the parichayat was not a perfectly proper 
tribunal to decide the point.] 

(10) (1S4SLS. D.|A. 541, 
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The Civil Counts ought to consider whether 
what a member did involves loss of caste. 
You have to decide on evidence what the 
rules of the caste are: Venkatachalapati i. 

Snbbarayadu (11). 

Reference was also made to the Bengal, 
N.-W. P. and Assam Civil Courts Act, 1387, 

section 37. 

Mr. A . M. Dunne , for the respondent, was 
not called upon. 

JUDGMENT. 

Mr. Ameer All. — This appeal arises out of 
an action for libel brought by the plaintiff 
in the Court of the Subordinate Judge of 
Benares, where the parties reside and carry 
on business. Both belong to the Agarwala 
Vaishya caste of Hindus, and both appear 
to occupy an influential position in their 

community. 

The Agarwalas of Benares are divided into 
two tarsor sections, one called the puibia 
or ''Eastern,” the other pachhain or Wes- 
tern;” but in doctrinal matters and caste 
observances there seems to be no difference 
between them. The inter-communal govern- 
ment of each section is vested in a 
panchayat composed of the general body 
of its members, which, so far as appears 
on the record, has the authority to enforce 
the due observance of the caste rules. In 
this connection it should be mentioned 
that there are numbers of Agarwalas in the 
neighbouring towns of Mirzapore and Chunar 
with whom the Benares Agarwalas maintain 

close social relations. 

The proceedings in this case show that 
many of the Agarwalas of Benares take a 
much stricter view of the doctrines 
of their religion than most of their 

fellow-castemen, especially in Western 
India; and in no respect is the difference 
more pronounced than on the question of 
a sea voyage undertaken by a Hiudu. 
Whilst other Hindus, including Agarwalas, 
hold that a. purification oeremony technically 
called prayaschitta absolves the sin incurred 
by a voyage across the seas, the Benares 
Agarwala holds firmly to the doctrine 
that the taint the offender contracts is 
beyond absolution. In recent years, 
however, a strong body of public opinion 
has been growing up which considers this 
extreme view to be not only illiberal and 

(11) 13 M. 293; 4 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 916. 
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opposed to the spirit of the times, but 
also as unwarranted by the Shastros. 
The plaintiff seems to be the protagonist of 
this school of thought. The controversy 
between what may be called for the 
purposes of this judgment the orthodox 
section and the comparatively smaller 
body of reformers assumed an acute 
character with the return to India in May 
1910 of one Babu Laksmi Chand, also an 
Agarwala belonging to the “Western” 
section. He appears to have been sent to 
England as a Government scholar, and to 
have had in this country a meritorious 
career. On his arrival, however, at home 
he was promptly put out of the caste by 
the panchayat of his section. His academical 
distinctions in England were appreciated 
by the advanced and liberal-minded people 
of his community, who received him with 
marks of esteem and respect; and after 
he had gone through the prayaschitta 
ceremony they gave a dinner in his honour, 
at which several of the younger members 
of the plaintiff’s family are said to have 
been present. This seems to have offended 
the religious feelings of the orthodox; a 
chittha , or “declaration of faith,” was drawn 
up, it’ is said, at the instance of the 
defendant (whose position in the pachayat 
will be explained later on) and circulated 
for signature among the members of the 
caste. It is alleged by the defence, 
but denied by the plaintiff, that this 
document was presented to him, and 
that he declined to attach his name to it. 
On his side, he issued to his caste-people 
and others a public appeal, in which he 
pleaded for toleration and a more liberal 
interpretation of the religious doctrines of 
the sect. In this leaflet he also gave 
expression to certain strictures on other 
members of the caste, apparently to show 
the inconsistency of their attitude towards 
moral delinquency. This was regarded by 
a majority of the caste-people as implying 
a reflection on them, and they decided on 
holding a meeting of the panchayat to 
consider the matter in relation to the 
plaintiff and his brother Bhagwan Das. 
The meeting was accordingly held on the 
19th June 1910; whether it was convened 
in accordance with the rules of the pan- 
chayat, and whether plaintiff had notice 
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of the meeting will be discussed shortly. 
The sitting of the panchayat is said to 
have lasted from eight in the evening 
until next morning; so the debate must 
have been prolonged, and it may fairly be 
presumed that persons interested in the 
proceedings had ample opportunity to put 
in an appearance. Finally, as the plaintiff 
was in Calcutta and could not attend, and 
his brother Bhagwan Das did not or would 
not do so, the panchayat passed a resolution, 
the publication of which forms the libel 
charged against the defendant in this 
action. 

The resolution is in these terms: — 

It was settled by the panches ’ that since 
B. Gobind Das and B. Bhagwan Das 
publicly circulated among the * tradris ,’ 
and the non -'bradris' a pamphlet about the 
bradri' against the practices of the 'bradri' 
and did not attend the panchayat' on being 
called to do so, these facts show that these 
gentlemen circulated the pamphlet simply 
to disgrace the ‘ bradri ' and their not 
signing the chtttha ’ shows that their views 
are against the panchayat ; therefore, it is 
ordered that until B. Gobind Das and B. 
Bhagwan Das clear themselves, the family 
of B. Mad ho D.is be * baratao • baud' ” 

In the plaint the order recorded by the 
defendant is given more briefly . Whether 
the whole resolution or only the substance 
as given in the plaint was communicated, 
the kernel of the publication was the 
decision to suspend social relations with 
the plaintiff. The communication was made 
by the defendant Bishmabhur Das in his 
capacity of thowdhri or chairman of the 
purbia panchayat to the Western’ section, who 
were, it is not disputed, interested in the result 
of the proceedings, and to other members 
of the caste in Benares, Mirzapore and 
Chunar. The plaintiff on his return from 
Calcutta sent a registered letter to the 
defendant asking for particulars regarding 
the resolution and the facts on which 

it purported to be based. This letter 

was submitted to a smaller gathering of 
the community called a baithnk. which 

np . • . with minor matters 

affecting the caste, and it was decided to 
give no reply. 

On til® 24th August 1910 the plaintiff 
brought HioVJJprenent suit. The „ min 


allegations on which the action is based 
are that the meeting of the panchayat at 
which the resolution was adopted was not 
held in good faith;” that it was composed 
of defendant’s friends, who were under 
his influence,” »nd in effect it was a sham 
meeting; that no opportunity was given to 
him to get up a defence;” and that in 
sending the resolution to the chowdhri of 
the pachhain section and the caste-people 
generally the defendant was ac uated by 
malice and ill will. The plaintiff further 
alleged that by this act of the defendant, 
which virtually declares him to be an 
outca^te,” he lias been disgraced and 
humiliated in the eyes of the members 
of the caste as well as the public at large 
and prejudicially affected in bis religious 
and communal rights and that bo has also 
suffered men‘ally;and he claimed Rs. 11,000 
u9 damages for the injury caused to him. 

The defendant joined issue on all the 
material allegations; he alleged that the meet- 
ing was regularly held, that the proceedings 
were bon<i fide, that due notice in accordance 
with the rules of the panchayat was given to 
the plaintiff and the other members of his 
family; he further pleaded privilege, alleging 
that in sending a copy of the resolution 
to the pachhain pnichayat and others he 
acted in discharge of his duty; and he 
denied that his action was the outcome of 
malice or ill-will. 

The Subordinate Judge held that a 
meeting of the panchayat was in fact held 
on the 19th June 1910 and that the 
defendant was “as much liable for the 
resolution passed at that meeting ns any 
other member” of the panchayat. lie held 
further that the conduct of the defendant 
(in publishing the resolution) was not 
privileged, inasmuch as “no notice of the 
meeting was given to the plaintiff, nor was 
lie told with what offence lie was charged. 
The defendant, therefore, lias done an act 
which constitutes malicious defamation of 
the plaintiff.” In another part of his 
judgment lie says as follows: — 

It was the duty of the chowdhri to 
publish the resolution coul plained of, and 
there is no malice in such publication. The 
legal malice consisted in not giving oppor- 
tunity to the plaintiff to defend himself, and 
in passing that order behind his back. 
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The publication of the order cannot be 
called malicious.” 

Their Lordships have referred to these 
findings of the Trial Judge, as they form 
the sheet-anchor of the plaintiff’s case on 
this appeal. 

Proceeding on these grounds, and after 
an elaborate exposition of the Hindu 
doctrines relating to the lawfulness of sea 
voyages, he made a. decree in favour of 
the plaintiff, awarding him a small sum 
as damages, as he considered he had merely 
a sentimental cause of action. 

The defendant appealed to the High 
Court of Allahabad, which reversed tbe 
decree of the Subordinate Judge and dis- 
missed the action, holding that the com- 
munication made by the defendant was 
privileged, and that there was no evidence 
of express malice. 

On the present appeal, which is by the 
plaintiff to His Majesty in Council, the 
arguments have travelled over a rather 
wide area. In their Lordships’ opinion, 
however, upon the facts proved or admitted 
in the case, the only points for determination 
are those on which the High Court pro- 
ceeded, namely, whether the occasion on 
which the communication was made by 
the defendant to the chowdhri of the pachhain 
section and members of the caste interested 
in the matter wa9 privileged; and if it 
was, whether he has forfeited it by reason 
of the fact that in making the com- 
munication he was actuated by what is 
called in law express malice. The onus 
of establishing this fact that his conduct 
was the outcome of some improper motive 
or private spite rests on the plaintiff. 

The principles relating to both these 
questions are well settled and require no 
examination. Their Lordships need 
only refer to Toogood v. Spy ring (12), in 
which Baron Parke enunciated the rule as 
to privilege which has been accepted in 
subsequent cases as furnishing tbe guiding 
principle on the subject; and to the case 
of the London Association for the Protection 
of Trade v. Greenlands Limited (13) and 
the recent case of Adams v. Ward in 
the House of Lords, not yet reported. 

(12) (1334.M \ M. k R. 181; 4 Tyr. 58?; 3 L T. Ex. 
247: 149 E- R. 1044: 40 R. R. 523. 

(13) (1916) 2 A. C. 15; 85 L. J. K. B. 698. 


The allegation of the plaintiff that the 
meeting at which the resolution was passed 
was not a bona fids meeting of the panchayat 
has been clearly disproved; the High Court 
has expressly found that the panchayat was 
regularly convened, and that the proceed- 
ings were in conformity with its rules, and 
there is nothing in the Subordinate Judge’s 
judgment to suggest or support a contrary 
view. The defendant, it is proved, is one 
of the two chowdhris of the panchayat . 
Their Lordships gather that he is the 
principal chowdhri ; anyhow, it is his duty 
to give effect to the decisions of the pancha - 
yat , and to communicate the result of its 
proceedings to parties interested in the same. 
Along with the general body of the caste, 
the pachhain section was interested in the 
decision of the purbia panchayat as it might 
seriously affect their own attitude with 
regard to the controversy. The resolution 
suspends provisionally social relations of the 
caste- people with the plaintiff and his family. 
The defendant denies that this amounts to 
“outoasting” the plaintiff; but assuming 
that it conveys the innuendo he charges, 
their Lirdship3 are clearly of opinion that 
the defendant acted in discharge of the duty 
imposed on him in making the cjmmunioa- 
tion to the chowdhri of the other section, 
and to the caste-people generally, and that 
the occasion was privileged. 

The plaintiff’s case, both in his plaint and 
on the evidence, was that the action of the 
defendant was the outcome of private spite. 
Again, the High Court has found that the 
defendant acted in good faith in the exe- 
cution of his duty, and that it was not 
shown that he was actuated by ill-will or 
ulterior or improper motive,” nor does the 
Subordinate Judge hold the contrary. The 
Trial Judge inferred what he calls legal 
malice” from the failure of the defendant 
to give a sufficient personal notice to the 
plaintiff. Their Lordships do not understand 
what the learned Judge means by legal 
malice. To defeat or rebut privilege, the 
law does not recognise anything short 'of 
actual or express malice in the publication 
of the matter which is charged to be 
libellous They find r.o ground for suppos- 
ing there was any duty imposed on the 
defendant beyoni properly and duly giving 
pffect to the rules of the panchayat ; the in- 
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ference of “legal” malice from his not doing 
something more seems to their Lordships 
quite unwarranted. 

But it has been contended that the absence 
of proper notice to enable the plaintiff to 
attend the meeting and exculpate himself, 
being contrary to the principles of natural 
justice, vitiates the whole proceeding and 
affects the bona tides of the defendant’s 
action. This contention seems to confuse 
two distinct considerations. Whatever may 
be the effect of the absence of such a notice 
with regard to the adjudication of the matter, 
unless it can be shown that the defendant 
was bound to examine into the regularity 
and correctness of the panchayaCs decision 
before issuing a copy of the resolution to 
parties interested in the question, it would 
be absurd to say that the privilege is 
affected or rebutted by want of notice. 

It is clear, however, that a notice in 
accordance with the rules and practice of 
the panchayat was given in fact to the 
plaintiff’s family, and at the family residence 
standing in the panchayat register. He no 
doubt was absent in Calcutta, but the ques- 
tion that was to be debated affected all the 
members of the family, and any one of 
them could have attended, if not to answer 
the charge, at least to ask for an adjourn- 
ment. 

The finding of the Subordinate Judge 
on this point is distinct. He says: — 

The defendant gave notice to the plaint- 
iff in the usual manner, namely, by send- 
ing the barber to the kothi house in the 
city. It is not denied that the barber 
gave notice of the meeting to the plaintiff’s 
gumashta Debi Parsad. For all ordinary 
panchayat purposes such notice would have 
been enough. No notice ever was given 
by the plaintiff to the defendant that the 
four brothers are separated, and that in the 
panchayat register, instead of one name, four 
names should be entered, and that in future 
all notices should be sent to the different 
residential houses of the plaintiff and his 
brothers, and not to their joint house in the 
city.” 

Their Lordships are of opinion that this 
appeal fails; they will accordingly humbly 

advise His Majesty that it should be dis- 
missed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed , 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Rule Nisi No. 947 of 1916. 

February 26, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Beachcroft and 
Mr. Justice Walmsley. 

HA RIDAS DATTA — Defendant — 

Petitioner 

versus 

BAIDYA NATH GHOSE and another— 
Plaintiffs — Opposite Parties. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act I' of 1908), Sch.II , paras. 

4 t 15 — Arbitration and award — Arbitrator giving evi- 
dence before his colleagues , effect of — Majority award, 
validity of— Party deliberately absenting himself- — Mis- 
conduct of arbitrators. 

Th e mere* fact that one' t>f three arbitrators gave 
evidence before the others, does not constitute mis- 
conduct on the part of the arbitrators so as to vitiate 
their award. ( p. 047, col. l.J 

A majority award by the arbitrators is not bad, 
merely because the reference to arbitration did not 
provide that the opinion of the majority should 
prevail, where the application to Court for reference 
contained a provision to that effect, [p. 647, col. 2.] 
Where one of the parties to an arbitration deli- 
berately absents himself from the hearing, the award 
concluded on the hearing of the arbitration in his 
absence is not bad. [p. 047, col. 2.] 

Civil Rule against the order of the Munsif, 
2nd Court, Krisbnagar, dated the 17 th 
August 1916. 

Babu Surendra Kumar Bose , for the Peti- 
tioner. 

Babu Gurudas Sinha , for the Opposite Party. 

JUDGMENT. 

Beachcroft, J. — This is a Rule calling upon 
the opposite party to show cause why the 
objection to the award of the arbitrators 
should not be upheld and the order of the 
Munsif confirming it set aside; or why such 
other order should not be passed as to this 
Court may seem fit and proper. The peti- 
tioner is the defendant in a suit which was 
pending before the Munsif of Krishnagar. 
An application was made to the Munsif to 
appoint three gentlemen as arbitrators. One 
of these gentlemen Jogendra Nath Bhatta- 
charjee was a witness for the plaintiff. 
Another of them Lakhi Kanta Dey was a 
witness for the defendant. Both of them 
had appeared in Court. The third arbitra- 
tor nominated was Gokul Chandra Bando- 
padhya. During the course of the arbitration 
Jogendra Nath Bhattacharjee gave his evi- 
dence before the other arbitrators. The 
arbitration was not finished op that day apd 
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it was postponed till the next day, when the 
petitioner put in an application before the 
arbitrators objecting to their going on with 
the arbitration and saying that he would not 
put any evidence before them. Two of the 
arbitrators, namely, Jogendra Nath Bhatta- 
charjee and Gokul Chandra Bandopadhya 
made an award in favour of the plaintiff. 
The third arbitrator Lakhi Kant Dey made 
an award in favour of the defendant. An 
application was made to the Munsif to set 
aside the award of the majority of the 
arbitrators but the application was rejected. 

The first point taken before us is that 
there was misconduct on the part of the 
arbitrators in that Jogendra Nath Bhattacbar- 
jee gave evidence and the argument is put 
as high as this, that the mere fact of 
giving evidence constitutes misconduct. ^Ve 
are not told what the nature of that evi- 
dence was. For ought we know it may 
have been of a purely formal oharaoter. 
it is argued that the arbitrator is on the 
same footing as a Judge, who cannot give 
evidence in a case before himself. As re- 
gards the capacity of a Judge to give 
evidence in a case before himself there 
have been many decisions by the Courts, 
and the view has been taken that a Judge 
is a competent witness where his evidence 
has to be submitted to the independent 
judgment of other persons who are sitting 
with himself to try the case; such as a 
Jury or Assessors. But it seems to me 
that the considerations, which apply to the 
case of a Judge, are beside the point in 
the present case. It is conceded that the 
arbitrator would have been guilty of still 
greater misconduct if he had concealed facts 
which were within his knowledge, and 
obviously it would be so, because in 
that case his award might be based on 
knowledge of his own in which his fello * - 
arbitrators did not share. But in t' e 
present case, the parties knowingly appointed 
two gentlemen as arbitrators who were wit- 
nesses in the case ; and if they with that 
knowledge appointed the arbitrators, it 
appears to me to be idle for the defendant 
now to suggest that the arbitrator should 
not have acted as such because he had 
knowledge of the facts of the case, or should 
not have plaoed his knowledge at the disposal 
of his fellow- arbitrators, The petition 


shows that he was examined at the instance 
of the party. 

The second ground taken is that the 
reference to arbitration did not provide that 
the opinion of the majority should prevail 
and, therefore, the award is bad. The re- 
ference, it is true, does not in so many words 
provide for this, but the application for 
reference to arbitration contained a provision 
that the opinion of the majority should 
prevail. It is argued that inspite of that 
the award is bad in the absence of such 
provision in the reference itself. It seems 
to me that there is no substance in this 
ground. The authority of the Court to 
make a reference to arbitration depends 
upon the application of the parties. If the 
Court had made an order that there must 
be unanimity in the award, it is conceded 
that the reference would have been bad 
because it went beyond the intention of 
the parties. It is conceded that the only 
order which the Court could make in accord- 
ance with the intention of the parties on 
the point was that the award should follow 
the opinion of the majority, it seems to 
me that we ought not to give effect to the 
argument that because the Court did not 
in fact make the only order which it could 
have made, the award must be set aside 
although it is made in accordance with the 
agreement of the parties. 

The third point taken is that the award 
is bad because it was concluded in the 
absence of the defendant. I have already stated 
that an application was made to the 
arbitrators on the second day of the hearing 
stating that the defendant withdrew from 
the arbitration and would not call any 
witness. No authority has been shown to 
us to support the suggestion that a party 
to an arbitration can at will retire from the 
arbitration. Reference was made to soms 
observations of Mr. Justice Mahmood in the 
case of Gang a Sahai v. Lekhraj Singh (1). 
Those observations have no application to 
the present case. Here the defendant deli- 
berately absented himself from the hearing. 
To my mind on the attitude taken by the 
defendant the arbitrators were perfectly 
justified in continuing the hearing and 
giving their award. For these reasons I 
consider that this Rule should be discharged 

iX) 9 A.. 253; 5 lad. Dec. (n. s.) 604. 
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with costs. We assess the hearing fee at 
two gold mohurs. 

Walmslry, J. — I agree. 

Buie discharge d. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 2731 

ok 1 915. 

April 24, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir William Chitty, Kt., and 

Mr. Justice Beachcroft. 
DENIBESWAR SARMA BARA THAKUR 

— Defendant — Appellant 


versus 

BETHORAM SAIKIA and others— 

Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

Evidence Act (I of 1S72\ * 11 0— F.<h>p(>cl - Moit. 

gaije^HetlempliuH — Min'Itjnijec in , whether 

front denying right nj /»m rchn.+cr oj moetgoqcd 
■l»r>n>ri’tj t<> redeem 

Property belonging to u lunatic was usufruct imrily 
mortgaged by Ins brother, who was his guardian, to 
the defendant. On tin* death of the lunatic the property 
was sold by the brother to tin* plaint ill', who there- 
upon brought a suit for redemption of the mortgage 
against. tin* defendant: 

Held, that section lltiof the Evidence Act did 
not estop the defendant, who was placed in posses* 
sion of the land as a mortgagee, from retpiiring the 
plaintiff to make out his title to redeem the mort- 
gaged property hv viilue of Ins purchase. p 64°, 
col. 2.j 

Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, Assam Valley District, dated the 3lst 
May 1915, affirming that of the Munsif, 
Jorhat, dated the 27th November 1913. 


FACTS of the case are briefly as follows:— 
One Brojonath as guardian of Kaliprosad, 
who it is alleged was a lunatic, executed an 
usufructuary mortgage of K aliprosad’s 
property against the defendant-appellant. 
Kaliprosad died leaving sons and daughters 
and after his death, Brajonath sold the 
mortgaged property together with the equity 
of redemption to the present plaintiff, and 
the plaintiff as purchaser of the equity of 
redemption instituted the suit out of which 
this appeal has arisen to redeem the mort- 
gage. The case for the defence was that 
there was no valid legal mortgage, that 
Brojonath was no heir to Kaliprosad! and 
hence he could not confer any title on 

his vendor (the plaintiff),, that the plaintiff 
ivas not entitled to redeem the mortgage, that 


the mortgage being a void transaction the. 
defendant-appellant had acquired by virtue 
of bis possession for more than 12 years a 
title by adverse possession. The Munsif gave 
a decree for redemption, and on appeal, the 
lower Appellate Court affirmed the decision 
of the first Court by a judgment which was 
very short and abrupt and which did not 
decide all the points necessary for the decision 
of the appeal. Hence this second appeal by 

the defendant. 

The judgment of the lower Appellate Court 
was as follows: — 

“This appeal arises out of a suit brought 
by the plaintiff-respondent for redemption. 
The plaintiff’s case was that the land in suit 
belonged to one Kaliprosad who was a 
lunatic; that the latter’s guardian Brojo- 
nath mortgaged the land to defendant No. 1 
for a sum of Rs. 400 by a registered deed of 
mortgage (Exhibit 4); that defendant No. 1 
is still in possession as mortgagee, and that 
after Kaliprasad’s death the land passed to 
his brother the aforesaid Brojonath, who 
sold the equity of redemption to the 
plaintiff. 

The defendant filed an evasive written 
statement in which he took up a number of 
technical objections The lower Court held 
that these were without any substance and 
gave a decree. 

The point for determination is whether the 
suit has been rightly decreed. In my opinion 
the answer to this is in the affirmative. 
The main point involved is whether the 
appellant having accepted the mortgage is 
entitled to raise the plea that Brojonath 
lmd no right to mortgage the land. In my 
opinion he cannot do so. 

Seotion 116 of the Evidence Act lays down 
that no person, who comes upon any immove- 
able property by the license of the person in 
possession thereof, shall be permitted to deny 
that such person had a title to such posses- 
sion at the time when such license was 
given. 

Here the mortgagee came upon the land by 
license of the mortgagor and he cannot now 
be beard to deny the title of the mortgagor. 

The san e principle is enacted in section 
117 of the Evidence Act. 1 hold, therefore, 
that t lie suit has been rightly decreed. The 
appeal is accordingly dismissed with pojte,** 
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Babu Hiralal Sanyal (with him Babu 
Narendra Kumar Basu) y for the Appellant. 

The learned Judge holds that the decree of 
the primary Court should be affirmed hut he 
does not clearly state his reasons for so 
holding. He has neither entered into the 
details of the case, nor has he given any 
reason for his decision on the issues he has 
considered. He ought to have decided all 
the issues necessary for the decision of the 
appeal and assigned some reasons for his 
decision, and under Order XLI, rule 31, of 
the Civil Procedure Code of 1908 he is 
hound to do so. The learned Judge says that 
under section 116 of the Evidence Act the 
defendant is estopped from questioning the 
title of his mortgagor. But the learned Judge 
has overlooked the fact that the defendant is 
not questioning the title of his mortgagor. 
He is disputing the title of the plaintiff who 
has derived his title from Brojonath, who, 
the defendant says, had no right or authority 
to confer any title on the plaintiff, inasmuch 
. as Brojonath was not the heir or legal 
representative of Kaliprosad. But the learned 
Judge has not at all touched the question of 
the validity of title of the plaintiff, although 
he should have done so. 

Then again the appellant also contended in 
the lower Courts that he was entitled to add 
to his mortgage money the sum of money he had 
spent in the shape of payment of Government 
revenue and other public demands. But the 
learned Judge is silent on that point also. 
On the whole the judgment of the lower 
Appellate Court is very unsatisfactory and 
it has been given in contravention of the 

provisions of Order XLI, rule 31, Civil 
Procedure Code. 

Babu Satindra Nath Mukerjee (with him 
Babu Manmatha Nath Mukherji), for the 
Respondents. — The judgment of the lower 
Appellate Court is a judgment of affirmance 
and the learned Judge has considered that 
the decision of the primary Court should be 
upheld for reasons stated in the judgment 
of the Munsif. So the defendant has not in 
any way been prejudiced by the fact 
that the learned Judge has not assigned 
any reason for his decision. He considers 
that the reasons set forth in the judgment 
of the Munsif are sufficient, and having 
accepted them he dispensed with the repeti- 
tion of these reasons in his judgment. It is 


SA1KIA, 

only in a judgment of reversal that it is 
necessary for the Judge to state the reasons 
for his decision, but in affirming the judg- 
ment of the lower Court the Appellate Court 
may adopt the reasons set forth in its judg- 
ment as sufficient, and need not always repeat 
them. I submit that the objections taken by 
the defendant are frivolous, and the lower 
Appellate Court is quite right in holding that 
the defendant is estopped from taking such 
objections. 

JUDGMENT. — In this case we are of 
opinion that the judgment of the lower 
Appellate Court is not in accordance with 
law. In stating the point for determination 
the learned District Judge remarked that 
it was whether the suit had been rightly 
decreed and gave his opinion that the answer 
to this was in the affirmative. He then 
deals with the question of estoppel under 
section 116 of the Evidence Act, which does 
notarise in the way in which he has dealt 
with it. The issues raised in the first Court 
were quite explicit and showed what the real 
points at issue between the parties were. 
Section 116 of the Evidence Act would have 
no application to the point whether the 
plaintiff has made out his title to redeem 
this land by virtue of his purchase from 
Brojonaih. The other points have not been 
touched by the learned District Judge, first t 
whether the mortgage was valid and, if not, 
what would be the rights of the parties; 
secondly , whether Kaliprosad was a lunatic 
and Brojonath could act as his guardian, and 
thirdly , whether Brojonath was the brother 
and the heir of Kaliprosad or not. There 

admittedly were other .points raised by the 

appellant into which the Court of 1 irst 

Instance also did not go. 

We think that the judgment and decree 

of the lower Appellate Court must beset aside 
and the appeal re-heird, the whole matter 
being open to the Judge who hears the appeal. 
Costs of this appeal will abide the result. 

Dec es set aside; Case rem inded. 
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PRIVY COUNCIL. 

Appeal from the Madras High Court. 

May 21, 1917. 

Present :— Visoounfc Haldane, Lord Atkinson,. 

Sir John Edge and Mr. Ameer Ali. 

T. A. BALAKRISHNA UDAYAR— 

Appellant 

versus 

VASUDEVA AIYAR — Respondent. 

Religious Endowments Act ( XX of 1863), sn. 7, 9, 

10, 14 — Religious Endowments — Appointment of mem- 
ber of Committee — Appointment by Civil Court, whether 
administrative or judicial act — Civil Procedure Code 
( Act V of 1908), s. 115 — High Court, rcvisional powers 
of, extent of — “Ctise," meaning of. 

Section 10 of the Religious Endowments Act, 
1863, does not appear to empower a Civil Court to 
direct the remaining members of a Committee 
appointed under that Act, when they have failed 
to hold an election for the choice of a new member, 
to hold such an election. It can direct them to fill 
up the vacancy, but such filling up is then their 
own act. [p. 654, cols. 1 & 2.] 

A proceeding of the Civil Court under this 
section is a judicial and not merely an adminis- 
trative or ministerial act. In such matters the Civil 
Court exercises its powers as a Court of Law, not 
merely as a persona designa fa whose determinations 
are not to be treated ns judgments of a legal 
Tribunal, [p. 653, cols. 1 & 2.] 

Section 115 of the* Code of Civil Procedure enables 
the High Court, in a case in which no appeal lies, 
to call for the record and to pass such an order in 
the case as the Court may think fit. The section 
applies to jurisdiction alone, the irregular exercise, or 
non-excrciso of it or the illegal assumption of it, it 
is not directed against conclusions of law or fact in 
which jurisdiction is not involved, [p. 652, col. 2; p. 
653, col. 1.] 

The word “case" is not defined in the Code. It 
cannot be confined to litigation in which there is a 
plaintiff who seeks to obtain a particular relief 
against a defendant before the Court, and includes 
an ex parte application praying that persons in the 
position of trustees or otlicials should perform their 
trust or discharge their judicial duties. It includes, 
therefore, proceedings under section 10 of Act XX 
of 1863. [p. 653, col. 2.] 

Appeal against an order of the High 
Court of Madras, reversing that of the 
District Judge, Tanjore. 

FACTS of the case are sufficiently stated 
in their Lordships’ judgment. 

Messrs. De Grnyther, K. C., and J. Ti. G. 
Sprout e, for the Appellant. — The whole scheme 
of Act XX of 18b3 is that the persons 
interested in a relic ions endowment should 
have, in the first place at all events, the 
right to eleot when there is a vacancy in 
the Managing Committee. Section 10 is 
imperative; the new member “shall be elect- 


ed.” I submit the District Judge has power 
to make the Committee hold an election to do 
what they ought to have done. 

Secondly , I submit that the District 
Judge’s order wa9 not a judicial proceeding 
and hence was not triable in revision by the 
High Court under section 115 of the Civil 
Procedure Code: Minakshi Naidu v. Sub - 
ramanya Sastri(l), 

This is not a “case” which has been 
“deoided” within the meaning of section 115. 
“Ca9e” means “suit” or proceeding in a suit; 
Snbbicr v. Abloy Xaidu (2). 

Mr. Sproule , followed : - The first order 
of the District Judge was merely a direction 
to “fill up” the vacancy. There is no 
reason why the Committee should not bold 
an election first and co-opt in accordance 
with it; it is they who fill up” the vacancy. 

Sir Erie Richards , K. 0.,and Mr. Kemaorthy 
Brown, for the Respondent, were not called 
upon. 

JUDGMENT. 


Lond Atkinson. — This is an appeal from 
a judgment and order of the High Court 
of Madras, dated the 23rd September 1913, 
setting aside an order of the District Judge 
of Tanjore, dated the 19th July 1913, by 
which the appellant was appointed a life 
member of the Devasthanam (Temple) Com- 
mittee of Negapatam. This order of the 
District Judge purports to have been made, 
in the events which had happened, in 
exercise of the powers conferred upon him 
by section 10 of Act XX of 1863, The 
Bengal and Madras Native Religious Endow- 
ments Aot. 

That section runs as follows : — 

Whenever any vacancy shall oocur among 
the members of a Committee appointed as 
above, a new member shall be eleoted to 
fill the vacancy by the persons interested 
as above provided. The remaining members 
of the Committee shall, as soon as possible, 
give public notice of such vaoanoy, and 
shall fix a day, which shall not be later 
than three months from the date of such 
vacancy, for an election of a new member 
by the persons interested as above provided, 


(Gum. 26; 14 I. A. 160; 5 Sar. P. C. J. 54$ 11 
1ml. Jur. 393; 4 Iml. Deo. (n. s.) IS. 

W) 31 Iud. Co*. 502; 29 M- L. J. 671; IS tf. U T, 
469; 2 L. W. 1099. ' v 
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under rules for elections which shall be 
framed by the Local Government, and who- 
ever shall be then elected, under the said 
rules, shall be a member of the Committee to 
fill such vacancy. If any vacancy as aforesaid 
shall not be filled up by such election as afore- 
said within three months after it has occuri ed, 
the Civil Court, on the application of any 
person whatever, may appoint a person to 
fill the vacancy, or may order that the 
vacancy be forthwith filled up by the re- 
maining members of the Committee, with 
which order it shall then be the duty of 
such remaining members to comply, and 
if this order be not complied with, the 
Civil Court may appoint a member to fill the 
said vacancy.” 

By the second section the words Civil 
Court” and “Court” are defined to mean 
“the Principal Court of Original Civil 
Jurisdiction in tli6 district in which the 
mosque, temple, or religious establishment 
is situate, relating to which, or to the endow- 
ment whereof, any suit shall be instituted 
or application made under the provisions 
of this Act.” It would appear that, if the 
endowments of the temple be situate in 
districts other than that in which the 
temple or religious establishment is itself 
situated, different Courts may in relation 
to it and its affairs be Civil Courts within 
the meaning of this definition. Moreover, 
it is to the Civil Court and not to an 
individual Judge who may preside in, or con- 
stitute the Civil Court that jurisdiction is 
given. 

A vacancy occurred in the above-men- 
tioned Committee by the death, on the 3rd 
May 1912, of the Hon’ble Dewan 
Bahadur R. Raghunatha Rao, C. S. I. The 
Committee did not hold any election 
of a member to fill this vacanoy. On the 
contrary, they on the 20th June 1912 
directed their managing member to request 
the then District Judge of Tanjore, Mr. 
A. F. G. Mosoardi, to nominate, in exercise 
of the powers conferred upon him by the 
above-mentioned section, a person to serve 
upon the Committee. That request was 
duly made by the managing member by letter 
addressed to the District Judge on the 16th 
July following. 

The District Judge, h avi.ig considered 
this letter, made an order on the 1st 
October 1912, requesting the managing 


member to report “if there was any reason 
why the Court should not order that the 
vacancy should be filled up by election, as 
provided in section 10 of the Act.” It is 
clear from this letter that the District 
Judge considered he had under the Statute 
jurisdiction to order the Committee to hold 
an election of a member in order to fill 
the vacancy; and though an order which 
he subsequently made upon the 6th January 
1913, is very guarded in its terms it has been 
assumed that he meant to exercise this juris- 
diction. 

On the 2 1st October 1912, the managing 
member replied to the District Judge’s com- 
munication of the 1st October 1912, for- 
warding a copy of a resolution passed by 
the Committee in the previous June to the 
effect that they would not hold an election, 
and renewing the request to the Judge to nomi- 
nate a member. On the 2nd January 
1913, the present respondent, in the 
character of a person interested, filed a petition 
in the District Court praying the Court 
to fill up the vacancy in the Committee 
by nomination, on the ground that the list of 
voters was stale, and that delay would occur 
in preparing a new list. The same District 
Judge, Mr. Moscardi, made on this petition 
the order already referred to of the 6th 
January 1913. On the face of the order 
it is set forth that it was argued — 

“that the intention of the Legislature in 
section 10 of the Act was clearly that 

such vacancies should be filled by the 
Committee by election, and only in the 
last resort by the Court.” 

It is also pointed out that — 

“the Committee had a voters’ list drawn 
up so recently as 1909; that there was 
no reason why an election should not 

be held in this case and no reason 

was urged why the provisions of section 
10 of the Act should not govern this 

case.” 

The last paragraph of the order runs 

thus: — ... 

“it is clear to me that it is the duty 

of the Committee to fill up the vacancy 

by election, and that there is no obstacle 

preventing them from doing so. I, therefore, 

order that the vacancy be forthwith filled 

up by the remaining members ^ of the 

Committee. Time,, three months,” 
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It will be observed that it is not stated 
explicitly in this order by what process 
the Committee are to fill up the vacancy, 
whether by election or by nomination or 
co-option. The members of the Committee, 
however, owing: possibly to the matters 
already referred to set forth on the face 
of the order, came to the conclusion that 
by it they were directed to hold an 
election which, on the 2 4?t h Mach 1913, 
they accordingly did The appellant was 
the only candidate; 1,745 vates were recorded 
for him. The Committee thereu pon declared 
him duly elected and reported the result to 
the District Court. 

About this time a new Judge, Mr. C. 
G. Spencer, was appointed to the District 
of Tanjore, and during the months of 
April and June certain applications were 
made to him with which it is quite unnecessary 
to deal. 

Four petitions were then presented to 
the District Court, one bearing date the 
2Jrd June 1913 by the present appellant, 
praying that it might be declared that his 
election was valid, and that he might be 
permitted to perform his duties; one of the 
same date by the present respondent, alleging 
that the elecl ion was void, and praying that 
the Court might, by its own nomination, fill 
the vacancy, and two bearing the respective 
dates of the 17th May 1913 and 18th 
July 1913, by one Dakshinaraoorthi Pillai, 
praying that the election might be declared 
void for several reasons, including amongst 
others the alleged defective nature of the 
voters’ lists. 

On the 19th July 1913 the District 
Judge, Mr. C. G. Spencer, dealt by one 
order of that date with the matters 
of these four petitions, and decided that 
the election of the present appellant was 
regular, and accepted him as a member 
ef the Committee, on the ground that upon 
the true construction of the 10th section of 
the aforesaid Aot of 1863, the words, “or may 
order that the vacancy he forthwith filled up 
by the remaining members of the Committee,” 
must be taken to mean by implication 1 filled 
up by the members or the Committee by 
election,” since that is the mode prescribed 
in the earlier portion of the section for filling 
up a vacancy by them. It will be observed 
that this order is based upon the assumption 


that the earlier order of Mr. A. F. G« 
Mo<?cardi of the 6th January 1913 was 
in effect an order directing the Committee 
to fill up the vacancy by holding aD election, 
and that it was understood and acted upon 
by them as such. 

The present respondent upon the 6th 
August 1913 presented a petition to the 
High Court asking for a revision of this 
order under the 115th section of the Code 
of Civil Procedure, to which he made the 
present appellant and the Temple Committee 
respondents. On the application coming 
on for hearing, a preliminary objection was 
raised that a petition for revision of 
the adjudication of the District Court 
did not, on the legal construction of the 
Statute in such a matter as that dealt 
with in section 10 of the Aot of 1863, 
lie. 

T! e High Court held that this objection 
failed, and proceeded to deal with the 
merits of the application. In reference to 
them they held that, according to the 
true construction of the 10th section, the 
District Court had no jurisdiction whatever 
to order the remaining members of the 
Committee (as it was taken it bad ordered 
them) to fill up the vacancy by means 
of an election, or to validate the filling 
up of it by these means in obedience to 
such an order, and ordered that the order 
of the District Judge, Mr. Spencer, dated 
the 19th July 1913, should be set aside, 
as made without jurisdiction, and that the 
case should he sent back to be dealt with 
by the District Court by the light of this 
judgment. 

On the hearing of this appeal both 
these points have been raised and argued. 
In their Lordships’ view the decision of 
the High Court was on both points right, 
and they fully concur in and approve of it. 

As to the preliminary objection. The 
1 loth section of the Civil Procedure Code 
enables the High Court, in a case in 
which no appeal lies, to call for the record 
of any case if the Court by which the 
case was decided appears to have acted in 
the exercise of a jurisdiction not vested 
in it by law, or to have failed to have 
exercised a jurisdiction vested in it, or 
to have exercised its jurisdiction illegally 
or with material irregularity, and further 
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enables it to pass such an order in the 
case as the Court may think fit. 

It will be observed that the section 
applies to jurisdiction alone, the irregular 
exercise, or non-exercise of it, or the illegal 
assumption of it. The section is not directed 
against conclusions of law or fact in which 
the question of jurisdiction is not involved. 
And if the appellant’s contention be correct, 
then if the Civil Court should absolutely 
and whimsically decline to exercise its 
jurisdiction and refuse to make any orders as 
to the filling up of vacancies, no matter how 
many existed, there would not, in a case such 
as the present, be any remedy available 
under this section and no appeal would lie. 

The act of the District Court complained 
of in the present case was an adjudication 
by it that the present appellant having 
been elected in pursuance of an order of 
the Court was a member of the Committee. 
The words of the Statute are: “And 
whoever shall be then elected under the 
said rules shall be a member of the Com- 
mittee to fill such vacancy.” If the election 
be valid and regular, the person elected 
becomes a member of the Committee with- 
out any consent or approval being given 
by the District Court. It is contended, 
however, that the making of this order, 
necessarily involving, as it does, the con- 
struction of the Statute a pure matter of 
law — is not a judicial, but merely an 

administrative or ministerial act. A kej r , 
it would appear to their Lordships, as to 
the true povsition of the Civil Court under 
this 10th section may be found by referring 
to the position it occupies under the 
immediately preceding and some of the 
succeeding sections of the Act. Section 9 
provides that every member of a Committee 
appointed under sections 7 and 8 shall hold 
office for life unless removed for misconduct 
or unfitness, and no such member shall be 
removed except by order of the Civil Court. 
Surely in such a question as the amotion 
of an officer from his office for misconduct 
or unfitness, the Court which makes the 
order removing him is exercising judicial 
functions? Any order made in such a 
matter in disregard of the requirements of 
natural justice, such, for instance, as pro- 
ceeding without giving the member sought 
to be removed notice, or affording him an 
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opportunity of defending himself, would 
clearly be voidable or void. 

Again, under section 14, any person may 
sue in this Civil Court the manager or 
superintendent of the mosque or the members 
of this very Committee for breach of trust 
or misfeasance. And the Court might 
decree specific performance of any acts to 
be done by either of these functionaries, 
might award damages against him, or 
might remove him from office Under section 
16 the Court, in a suit pending before it, 
might refer the matter to arbitration. 

It appears to their Lordships to be clear 
that in all these matters the Civil Court 
exercises its powers as a Court of Law, 
not merely as a persona designata whose 
determinations are not to be treated as 
judgments of a legal Tribunal. 

It was next contended that the matter of 
the four petitions in which the order of the 
19th July 1913, (was passed sic.) did not con- 
stitute a “case” within the meaning of the 
1 1 5 1 h section of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
No definition is to be found in the Code 
of the word “case.” It cannot, in their 
Lordships’ view, be confined to a litigation 
in which there is a plaintiff who seeks to 
obtain particular relief in damages or 
otherwise against a defendant who is before 
the Court. It must, they think, include 
an ex parte application, such as that made 
in this case, praying that persons in the 
position of trustees or officials should per- 
form their trust or discharge their official 
duties. Their Lordships concur, therefore, 
with the High Court in thinking that the 
matter adjudicated upon was a case within 
the meaning of the 115th section of the 
Code. 

The case of AJinakshi Naidu v. Subramanya 
Sastri (1) decided by this Board is wholly 
different from the present. There the 
District Judge had, under this section 10, 
by his order appointed the appellant to 
fill a vacancy in the Temple Committee. 
An appeal was taken from this order, on 
the ground of the appellant’s unfitness for 
the post by reason of his religious belief. 
The question of the jurisdiction of the 
Civil Court to make the order was not 
raised. It was not pretended that a right 
of appeal — which, if given at all, must be 
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given by Statute — was given by Act XX 
of 1863; but it was contended that it 
was given by the 540th section of Act 
X of 1877, which gives a general right 
of appeal from decrees of Courts exercising 
original jurisdiction. The definition of the 
word ' decree” given in this Act is modified 
by Act XII of 1879, and, as modified, 
runs as follows: — 

1 'Decree’ means a formal expression of 
an adjudication upon any right, claim, or 
defence set up in a Civil Court where such 
adjudication decides the suit or the appeal.” 

Well, it is obvious that an order made 
by the Civil Court on an application which 
may be made by any person whatever,’ 
appointing a particular man to fill a 
vacancy on a Committee, is not a decree 
within the meaning of this definition. The 
Board, on that occasion, carefully abstained 
from expressing any opinion upon the 
question whether proceedings, somewhat in 
the nature of f/wn warranto , could be taken 
to remove a person improperly appointed. 

On the point of substance on the merits 
it was next contended that when a vacancy 
amongst the members of a Committee occurs 
the Statute imposes upon the remaining 
members a statutory duty to hold, within 
three months from the date of the vacancy, 
an election in the manner provided by the 
rules for the choice of a new member to 
fill this vacancy, and that if these members 
fail to discharge this statutory duty the 
jurisdiction of the Court is in the first 
instance confined to either itself appointing 
a person to fill the vacancy, or to making 
an order, somewhat in the nature of a 
mandamus , to compel them to perform 
their statutory duty. Well, in the first 
place it is admitted that the section does 
not expressly provide anything of the kind, 
and in the next place some of its pro- 
visions make it impossible to imply any- 
thing of the kind. 

In the case of an election, public notice 
must be given as soon as possible after 
the occurrence of the vacancy, and the 
election must be held within three months 
after that date; but the order of the Court 
requiring the remaining members of the 
Committee to forthwith fill up the vacancy 
may not be made till long after this 


period of three months has elapsed. It 
would in such a case be impossible to 
fulfil the statutory condition as to the 
time for bolding the election. Again, the 
order is to be to the effect that these 
members shall forthwith fill up the vaoancy, 
which seems to exclude all the delays con- 
templated where an election is held; and 
again where an election is held the 
remaining members of the Committee 
merely act as the returning officer. They 
do not in any sense till up the vacancy. 
The electors elect a person to be the new 
member, and upon his election by them 
he, according to the Statute, ‘‘shall be a 
member of the Committee to fill the 
vacancy.” If in such a case the vaoancy 
can properly be said to be filled up by 
anybody, it is by the electors rather than 
by the remaining members of the Committee 
that this is done, whereas the order to be 
made in case of their default contemplates, 
and indeed directs, that these members 
themselves are to fill up the vacancy. The 
tilling of it up is to be their act. It is 
to be done by them forthwith, without the 
aid or intervention of any electors or other 
persons, and it would appear to their 
Lordships it must be an act kindred in 
character to that which the Court itself 
may do, namely, appoint a person to fill 
the vacancy. It was also urged that if 
this construction of the section be adopted 
it would enable the remaining members of 
the Committee, by their own default, 
practically to disfranchise the electors, and 
at the discretion of the Court possibly 
procure the patronage for themselves. 
That no doubt is so, and before a legisla- 
tive body empowered to amend the Statute, 
it might furnish a powerful argument for 
its amendment; but the function of this 
Board is to declare the law, not to alter 
it, and the argumont cannot, therefore, here 
avail. In addition it is to be remembered 
that where the Civil Court appoints, the 
electors are by and through the same 
default of the same members of the Com- 
mittee equally disfranchised, yet that is 
expressly authorised by the Statute. The 
Court must be trusted not to confer upon 
these members by its order the power to 
appoint where the nature and oiroumstanoea 
of their default show that they are unworthy 
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of being trusted with the privilege of 
appointing a member. Their Lordships are 
for these reasons of opinion that the 
decision appealed from was right, that 
the appeal fails and must be dismissed 
with costs, and they will humbly advise 
His Majesty accordingly. 

Appeal dismissed. 

Solicitor for the Appellant : Mr. 0. A. 
Cayley. 

Solicitor for the Respondent : Mr. Douglas 
Grant . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Letters Patent Appeal No. 78 of 1915. 

March 9, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Beachcroft. 

JHARU CHARAN MAITY — Plaintiff — 

Appellant 


versus 

SRIDAM CHANDRA MAHAPATRA- 

Defendant — Respondent. 

Landlord and tenant — Tenant paying rent to landl 

<0ter interest transferred -Bengal Tenancy Act ( T 

' 1 , ‘ 5 1885), s. 72 — Transfer of Property Act 
of lo82), s. 50. 

ren ^ ky a tenant to his landl 
a ei the latter’s interest has been transferrei 
va i as against the transferee, unless the transfc 
t ,, e * ore payment given notice of the tram 
6 j G ? a . n ^’ even though such payment is not m 
^ w ithin the meaning of section 50 

the Transfer of Property Act. 

ppeal against the decree of Mr. Just 
JNewbould, dated the 23rd April 1915, 

from Appellate Decree No. 1983 

, r M G hcndra Nath Roy and Suren i 

Nath Gvha, for the Appellant. 

ent a ^ U ™° Ur ^°^ an Butt, for the Respoi 


JUDGMENT. — This is an appeal under 
® ause 15 of the Letters Patent from a judg- 
en °* Justice Newbould in a suit for 
? r Jf ars ^ or rent. The plaintiff-appellant 
i 8 f 6 usufructuary mortgagee from the second 
e ®udant, and is, under the terms of the 

i ge contraot dated the 5th July 1910, 
Q ltled to possession. The first defendant 
8 e actual cultivator who holds under the 
second defendant under a lease dated the 2nd 


May 19C4. The plaintiff brought th is suit 
to recover from the first defendant arrears 
of rent which had accrued due after the date 
of the mortgage. The first defendant plead- 
ed that he had paid the rent to his landlord, 
the mortgagor second defendant. The Court 
of First instance decreed the suit. The Dis- 
trict Judge has reversed that decision and 
dismissed the suit; his decree has been affirm- 
ed on second appeal to this Court. It is 
plain that in view of the provisions of sec- 
tion 72 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, the 
plaintiff is not entitled to succeed. Under 
sub-clause (1) of that section a tenant shall 
not, when his landlord’s interest is trans- 
ferred, be liable to the transferee for rent 
which became due after the transfer and was 
paid to the landlord whose interest was so 
transferred, unless the transferee has before 
the payment given notice of the transfer to 
the tenant. It has been found that the 
plaintiff did not give the requisite notice to 
the tenant in the case. before us; there is thus 
a complete answer to the claim and we need 
not consider whether the first defendant paid 
the arrears of rent to the second defendant 
in good faith within the meaning of section 
50 of the Transfer of Property Act. 

The result is that this appeal is dismissed 
with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT, 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1431 of 1915. 

February 22, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar and 

Mr. Justice Spencer. 

YEM A RANGIAH CHETTY — Defendant- 

Appellant 
vers us 

V. M. YAJRAYELU MU DA LIAR — 

Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Provincial Small Cause Courts Act (IK of 1887), Sc't. 
II Art. 7 —Apportionment of rent’, meaning of — Suit 
for apportioned rent on fraction of demised premises — 
Jurisdiction of Small Cause Court — Transfer of lessor's 
interest, effect of — Right to rent after transfer , when 
amount payable on fixed dates — Transfer of Property 

Act (IV of 1882), ss. 36, 2 (d ) — High Court- 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 190S), s. 102 — Appeal, 
second. 

Per Sadasiva Aiyar , J. — A suit for arrears of rent 
due under a lease after an apportionment has been 
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made, i?i consequence of the interest of the lessor 
having been transferred in portions of the demised 
premises, either by simultaneous agreement between 
the parties or by one party with tin* consent ot the 
other, is not a suit for apportionment coming under 
clause 7 of Schedule Jl of the Provincial Small 
Cause Courts Act. I p. 6'8, col. 2,1 

Even if the apportionment was made only by I lie 
plaintiff and he alleges it to be an equitable appor- 
tionment binding on tin* defendant, a suit which 
prays for the recovery of a definite sum cannot he 
called a suit for an apportionment of rent. fp. 65*, 
col. 2.] 

The nature of the plaintiff’s suit has to he found 
from the relief claimed by him and the fact that the 
Court may have to give findings as to the proper 
apportionment of rent does not alter it s character, 
[p. (559, col. l.J 

Where the apportioned rent claimed is below 
Rs. 500 there is no right of second appeal, [p. G59, 
col. 1.] 

Per Spencer, J., (dissenting.' — Article 7 of Schedule 
1 1 of the Provincial Small Cause Courts Act takes it 
out of the power of a Small Cause Court to 
adjudicate upon a question of what is a fair and 
equitable rent to lie paid by a tenant to bis landlord, 
having regard to the yield, fertility and extent of a 
holding and similar considerations, which is rather 
within the province of a Revenue Court for estates 
or a Court of original jurisdiction in other eases, [p. 

657, col. 2.] 

A decision on what would be a fair and proper 
proportion out of a whole rent to a fraction of 
demised premises in consequence of the lessor ceasing 
to have an interest in the remainder is beyond the 
cognizance of the Small Cause Court, [p. 657, col. 2 ] 

All rents are, upon the transfer of the interest of 
the lessor, to be deemed to accrue due from day to 
day. [p. 657, col. 2; p. 658, col. l.J 

Where, before the date on which the rent becomes 
payable, the lessor ceases to have an interest in the 
land leased, lie Ims no claim for rent subsequent, to 
that dale as there is no privity of interest between 
himself and tin* truant \ p. 65*, col. 1 j 


Appeal against the decree of the Court 
of the Subordinate Judge of North Areot, 
in Appeal Suit No. 142 of 1911 (Appeal 
Suit No. 312 of 1914 on the tile of the 
District Court of North Areot), preferred 
against that of the District Munsif, Sho- 
linghur, in Original Suit No 111) of 1913. 

FAC TS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Mr. K. Y. Adiga for Mr. K. P. Likshmana 
R(i ( *, for the Respondent, took an objection 
that the suit was of a Small Cause nature and 
no second appeal lay. 


Mr. T. V. Mulhukri shun Aii/ur , for the Appel* 
lant. — The lease amount is for three years 
of the two villages. One of the villages 
did not belong to the lessor. Suit is to 
recover the rateable amount due on the other 
village. The suit is for an apportionment 


of rent and is, therefore, not cognisable by 
a Small Cause Court under clause 7 of Act 
IX of 1SS7. 

[Spencer, J. — How does it alter the fact 

that it is rent?] 

This is in effect a suit for an apportion- 
ment. Clause 7, Schedule II, clearly provides 
for it. Uopee Nath Ghose v. Kedar Nath Ghneker - 
butty { 1). Lease was from 1901 to 1911. In 
1907 lands passed out of the lessor’s posses- 
sion. He claims rent for the other village 
decreed to him. 

[Spencer, J. — Apportionment means perma- 
nent apportionment and not merely fixing 
the amount ] 

In respect of his claim of a particular 
year when the High Court found that be 
is entitled to a portiou of the year, he 
cannot claim an apportionment under section 
36 of the Transfer of Property Aot. And 
section 2 of the Transfer of Property Act 
excludes its applicability to transfers by 
Court sales. 

Mr. K Y. Adiga . — In Gopee Nath Ghose v. 
Kedar Nath Ghuckerbntty (1) the suit 
itself was for apportionment. 

[Spencer, J. — How can he get his recovery 
without an apportionment? 1 


The nature of the suit must be determined 
from the plaint. Section 36 of the Transfer 
of Property Act has no reference to one be- 
tween landlord and rent. 

Mr. T. Muthukrishna Aiyat,— Here the 
apportionment is between two . villages. 
Last two instalments fell due on 15th Feb- 
ruary ISOS and 5th October 190?. 

Sale takes effect from that date. Satydndra 
Nath Thakur v. Xilkantha Singha (2), 
Mat he w ion v. Shynn Sunder Singa (3). 

Section 2, clause (</), does not apply. 

Mr. K. Y. Adiga . — In section 36, Transfer 
of Property Act, there is a clear apportion- 
ment of rent day by day and, therefore, 
it is apportioned from day to day. 


[Sadasiva Aiyar, J. — The term apportion- 
ment is generally used in connection with 
the fixing of rent for all time to come. 
Hero you claim a particular sum of money 


(1) 23 \T. U 426. 

(2) 21 0. 3S3 ; 10 I ml. Deo. (n. s.) 886. 

(3) 33 C. 786. 
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due for a particular period. The suit is, 
therefore, not one for an apportionment and, 
therefore, not excluded from the jurisdiction 
of the bmall Cause Court, j 

• i ^dtga. — The nature of relief 

t0 f ound from the terras of the plaint. 
Vtra Pillai v. Rangasami Filial (4), Chilukuri 
bitaramayya v. Venkata Rangayya Appa Rao 
are clearly iu my favour. 

. Mr ; T - Y' Mu thukrishna Aiyar.— Clause 7 
is intended to decide questions as between 
landlord and tenant and has no application 
to cases arising under a lease like this. 
X he rent is here due upon a lease and if 
the landlord ceases to have an interest in 
a particular year, he is entitled to claim a 
proportionate share in the rent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Spencer, J.— This suit was brought to 
recover the lease amount of fruit trees in 
certain forests. A preliminary objection 
has been raised that no second appeal 

n!t’ 88 mu® SU,t 18 ° f a 8ma11 cause 
nature The appellant’s Vakil answers 

is objection by a reference to Article 7 

of the Second Schedule of the Provincial 

b mall Cause Courts Act, which exempts 

suits for the assessment, enhancement, 

abatement, or apportionment of the rent of 

immoveable property. From the definition 

of rent in section 105 of the Transfer of 

Property Act and from the definition of 

immoveable property” in the General 

Clauses Act, and from the use of the 

word apportionment” in section 36 of the 

former Act, I have little hesitation in 

thinking that the Article in question covers 

a su.t of this nature. Where, as here, 

there has been a transfer of a part of 

the less rs mterest through a d, oree of 

Court the application of section 36 is 

excluded by section 2 (d) of the same 

W.r, CD 1 M £ thewson v - Sk Vam Sunder 

what ,5 ' B fi ° rder to determine 
what legal significance should be given 

to the word apportionment,” we may 

look to the section and see in what sense 

the word is used where it occurs in other 

enactments. 


Where a definite extent of land is leased 
for a certain term upon a rent for a fixed 
sum and the lessor brings a suit upon 

<si tS 14 ^ 8 Dec ' *•) ! °6. 

(.o; 31 Ind. Cas. 87J. 


h,s . contract, I do not think that the 
jurisdiction of the Small Cause Court 
would be taken away by Article 7, merely 
beoause the liabilities of more parties than 
one would have to be adjusted by an arith- 
metical calculation before the Court could 
arrive at a decision in the suit. But from 
the whole tenor of Article 7, I think it 
was intended to take it out of the power 
of a Small Cause Court to adjudicate 
upon a question of what is a fair and 
equitable rent to be paid by a tenant to 
his landlord, - having regard to the yield 
fertility and extent of a holding and similar 
considerations, as that is rather within ihe 
province of a Revenue Court for Estates 
or a Court of Original Jurisdiction in other 
cases L vide Qopee Nath Ghose v. KeJar 

bath Ghuckerbutty (1)]. Now in the present 
case, the original lease covered the forest 
produce of two villages, Maharajapuram 
and Nissangadurgam. By a decree in 
ano-her suit the plaintiff lost his title to 
Nissangadurgam, and, therefore, in this 
suit the District Munsif had to decide 
under the first issue what would be a 
fair and proper proportion out of the whole 
rent to be allotted for the produce of the 
Maharajapuram forests, when the relative 
value of the produce of the trees in each village 
had not been ascertained. He decided that 
the plaintiffs demand for one-third of 

the whole rent was not excessive under the 
circumstances. 

In doing so he went further than a 

Small Cause Court having pecuniary 

jurisdiction over the suit could have gone 

I wouJd, therefore, disallow the respondent’s 
objection. 

I proceed then to the merits of this 
appeal. 

On the admissions and findings of 
fact it appears that the lease was for 
ten years from 1901, that the year began 

261 1, fr 27th and ran ti]1 February 
26th of the next calendar year, that rent 

was payable in three instalments each 

year, ri*., 0 n May 15th, November 15th 

and February 15th, and that the plaintiff’s 

title to the village of Maharajapuram was 

determined by the confirmation in December 

D07 of the sale in Court auction in 
execution of a decree. 

I consider that ihe Subordinate Judge 
was right in las view that all rents are 
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upon the transfer of the interest of the 
lessor, to be deemed to acorue due from 
day to day. Vide Lakshminaranappa v. 
Melothraman Nair (6) and RanRpurazd 
Kunhisow v. Alukandiyil Parkum, Mullo t 

Ohathu (7). 

No doubt in a suit between the lessor 
and the assignee of his interest, the lessor 
would be entitled to have the rent appor- 
tioned between them according to the 
duration of their respective titles, irres- 
pective of the dates when the rent became 
payable by the tenant. But the lessee 
was under his contract not liable to pay 
the instalments before the dates appointed 
for the payment thereof. Therefore the 
plaintiff was by his contract entitled to 
collect the instalments which fell [ due on 
May 15th and November 15th, 1907. But 
as his ownership ceased in December, there 
was no privity of estate between him and 
the lessee thereafter. Accordingly he was 
not entitled to recover from the lessee 
the amount which fell due on February 
15th, 1908, and the lessee, who produoed 
a receipt (Exhibit I) for the rent of Rash 
1317 paid to the purchaser at the Court 
sale, could claim that he had a good 
discharge for the third instalment of the 

year 1907-1908. 

I need not discuss the other contentions 
of the appellant as they must fail on the 
findings of fact of the lower Courts 

In the result I hold, that instead of the 
plaintiff getting a decree for 10/l2ths of 
the rent for 1907-1908, which amounts to 
10/1 2ths of Rs. 116-10-6 or Rs. 97-3-0, and 

interest thereon, he should for that year 
be given a decree for the first two instal- 
ments, that is, twice Rs. 38-14-2 or Rs. 77-2-4 
and interest at the rate allowed in the 

lower Court. 

Sadasiva Aiyak, J.— I regret that on the 
question of the nature of the suit as one 
of a Small Cause nature, I find myself 
unable to agree with the judgment just now 
pronounced by my learned brother. 

1 shall quote portions of the plaint to 
establish what I consider to be the nature 
of the suit. 


(0) 26 M. 540. 

(7) 17 I ncl. Cas. D33| 3S M. 86; 23 M. L. T. 605. 


“5. It was decided in Original Suit 
No. 131 of H01 on the file of the District 

Muusif’s Court of Sholinghur that the 
plaintiff has no right to Nisangadurgam 
village and forest included in the aforesaid 
properties. By virtue of the said decision, 

the plaintiff olaims only a rateable amount, «z 
one-third of the lease amount, i.e., Rs. Ub-lU-fc 
for Damodara Maharajapuram village enjoy- 
ed by the defendant’s father.” . 

“7. Ramaswami Chetty, the defendant s 

father, settled the lease amounts up to 1904 
(at the above rate of Rs. 116-10-8 per 

year) “in respect of Damodara Maharaja- 
puram village enjoyed by him. There- 
fore the plaintiff prays that the Court may 
be pleased to pass a deoree for the amount 
of Rs 319-4-3” made up of the instalments 

of rent due in 1906 1907 and 1908 with 

interest. , . . 

Now it seems to me clear from the plaint 

that the plaintiff’s contention was that the 

proper apportionment of rent of the Damodara 

Maharajapuram village wfts Rs. 116-10-b 

per year, that the defendant’s father ncoepted 

that as the proper apportionment and that 

he paid rent for Damodara Maharajapuram 

village and forest at the rate of Rs. 116-10-8 
from 1901 (the date of the rent dedd Exhibit 
A) till 1904. I am, therefore, unable to hold 
that this is a suit for apportionment coming 
under olause 7 of the second Schedule of the 
Provincial Small Cause Courts Act. It*^ 
really a suit for arrears of rent due after the 
apportionment bad been made either by 
simultaneous agreement between both parties 
or by one party with the consent of the 
other. Even if it was an apportionment 
which was made only by the plaintiff but 
which the plaintiff alleges to be an equitable 
apportionment binding on the defendant, 
still the suit is only a suit for recovery 
of the arrears of such apportioned rent and 
not for apportionment. Apportionment may 
be (a) as regards rents of different periods 
of time or (6) as regards rents due by 
portions or fractions of the demises. But 
whatever be the share of the original rent 
which would be due by the defendant on 
an equitable apportionment, a suit which 
prays for the relief of the reoovery of a 
definite sum as the share of arrears of 8 ^° 
rent due to the plaintiff cannot be called * 
suit for an apportionment of the rent. In 
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Vira Filial v . Rangasami Pillai (4), a suit 
for the recovery of rent at an enhanced 
rate from a tenant holding over (the en- 
hanced rate having been fixed by the plaintiff 
himself as damages for use and occupation) 
was held not to be a suit for assessment or 
enhancement of rent falling under olause 
7. The nature of the plaintiff’s suit has 
to be found from the relief prayed for by him, 
and the only relief prayed for in the present 
suit is the recovery of a sum of money olaimed 
to be due as rent to the plaintiff. Even if the 
Court has to give findings as to the proper 
apportionment of rent to be paid for the 
plaint land, still it is a suit for the recovery of 
such a rent. As pointed out in Chilukuri Sita - 
ramayya v. Venkata Rangayya Appa Rao (5), 
a suit for enhancement of rentseems to mean 
a suit for a declaration by the Court as to 
what the proper rent is, payable by the 
tenant in all years to come.” In that case, 
it was held that a suit for enhanced hat- 
lubadi was not a suit for enhanced rent 
under clause 7 of the L’nd Schedule of the 
1 roviueial Small Cause Courts Act and that 
hence no second appeal lay when the claim 
was below Rs. 500. I think the above deci- 
smn is a direot authority on the present 
question. The Court’s duty to pronounce 
incidental findings on questions which a 
Small Cause Court cannot finally 
determine has never been held to change 
the character of the suit, if the substantial 
relief prayed for makes the suit one of a 

i! m !w uae Datnre - In th e result, I would 
hold that no second appeal lay and I would 

accordingly dismiss the second appeal. Even 

if we allow the second appeal to be amended 

nf \ P etltion under section 115 

of the Civil Procedure Code, such revi- 

sion petition would also have to be dismissed 

with costs, no question of jurisdiction or 

acting illegally or with material irregularity 

bemg involved. 1 shall not express any 

ft? ,° PI ?T °? difficult question whe- 
ther plaintiff is legally entitled to ten-twelfths 

or only two-thirds share of the rent claimed 

Br the Court.— U nder section 98 of the 
Civil Procedure Code the second appeal is 
dismissed with oosts. 

Appeal dismissed, 

V.R.P. 
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CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 2648 

of 1915. 

June 7, 1917. .. 

Present:— Ur, Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 

JATINDRA NATH BOSE and others — 
Defendants — Appellants 

versus 

MAHAMMAD MALLIK and others — 
Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908), s. 11— Estoppel 

Landlord and tenant — Decision in rent suit that 
there is no relationship of landlord and tenant — 
Jor khas possession by landlord— Res judicata. 

In a suit for rent in which the only issue was 
whether the relationship of landlord and tenant 
subsisted between the parties, it .was found that the 
plaintiff had failed to prove such relationship. There- 
upon the plaintiff brought a suit to recover possession 
ol the land from the defendant on the allegation that 
the . defendant having iu the previous rent suit 
denied the relationship of landlord and tenant, the 
plaintiff was entitled to recover khas possession: 

Held , that the Court was precluded by -the 
estoppel created by the decision in the rent suit, 
from finding that the plaintiff was the landlord, so 
that the plaintiff’s suit for khas possession must fail. 
Ip. 660, col. 2.J 

Appeal against the deoree of the Additional 
Subordinate Judge, Nadia, dated the 12th 
July 1915, affirming that of the Munsif 
Ranaghat, dated the 4th June 1914. ’ 

FACTS material to the report will appear 
from the following extracts from the judg- 
ment of the lower Appellate Court: — 

This appeal arises out of a suit for declara- 
tion of title and khas possession of a plot 
of land or in the alternative to assess fair 
and equitable rent. The plaintiffs allege 
that the land formed part of the jama be- 
longing to Roslat and Moslat, two brothers 
Plaintiffs are the sons of Roslat while 
Moslat’s heirs were made pro forma defendants 
in the suit. The jama was sold in auotion 
and purchased by one Dwarika Bose who 
agam sold it by a k obala to Roslat and 

his brother in Bhadra 1275 That 

the disputed li bighas of l an d was 
taken settlement by Baranashi Bose the 
predecessor of the defendants ’from 
plaintiff s predecessor Roslat at a jama of 
Re 1-8-0 per annum. That subsequently the 
plaintiffs brought a rent suit against the 
defendants for them half share of the rent 
of this land, in which the latter denied the 
relationship of landlord and tenant. So the 
rent suit was dismissed, hence the plaintiff. 
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cause of action arose. The defence is that 
the land is khas land of the defendants who 
are the landlords, that no settlement was 
taken by the predecessor of Baranashi from 
Roslat and no rent was realized by him or 
the plaintiffs and that the suit is barred by 
limitation. 

The Court below found that the plaintiffs 
have got title to the land, which was let out 
to defendants’ predecessor by plaintiffs’ pre- 
decessor, so it decreed the suit but disallowed 
the prayer for khas possession. It ordered 
that the plaintiffs are entitled to receive 
12 annas rent from the defendants in their 
8-annas share. 

The defendants, therefore, preferred this 
appeal. 

The points for determination are: — 

1. Have the plaintiffs title to the land in 

•uit Y 

2. Is the suit barred by limitation Y 
***** 

So I find agreeing with the learned Munsif 
that the plaintiffs’ title to the land is clear. 

Conceding for argument’s sake that there 
was non-payment of lent by the defendants 
to the plaintiffs, when once their predecessor 
admitted the tenancy by Chit Exhibit 2, it 
will not be extinguished. There is the well 
known principle of law that once a tenant 
always a tenant and this will stare in the 
face of such a contention. So I find that 
the suit is not barred by limitation by ad- 
verse possession. 

There was an objection taken by the ap- 
pellant’s Pleader, and perhaps for the first 
time in this Coart, that the decision in the 
rent suit is res judicata in the present suit. 
I am of opinion that it will not be so and the 
reason is very clear for the issues involved 
in that suit and the present suit are distinct. 

The result, therefore, is that the appeal be 
dismissed with costs.” 

Dr. Dtvarka Nath Mitra , for the Appel- 
lants. — On the findings of the lower Courts 
the present suit is barred by limitation. 

Then the question of the relationship of 
landlord and tenant is barred by res judicata. 
Relying on the same title the defendants 
denied in the previous suit for rent brought 
by the plaintiffs the relationship of landlord 
and tenant, and the question was thoroughly 
gone into in the previous rent suit between 
the parties and was decidod in that suit. 


Lm7 

The identical question decided in this suit 
was directly in issue in the previous rent 
suit, and the decision on this point was final 
and cannot be re opened again. The case of 
Ekabar Sheikh v. Hara Beica (1) is directly in 
point. Murlidhar Supal v.‘ Narsingh Das (2) 
also supports my contention. 

JUDGMENT.— This is an appeal against 
a decision of the learned Additional Subordi- 
nate Judge of Nadia, dated the 12th July 
1915, affirming a decision of the Munsif of 
Ranaghat. The plaintiffs brought a suit to 
recover possession from the defendants of 
i ; bighas of land, alleging that they and the 
proforma defendants were the landlords and 
that as in a previous rent suit the defendants 
had denied the fact that the plaintiffs were the 
landlords, the plaintiffs were entitled to 
recover possession. In this case the learned 
Subordinate Judge has found that the plaintiffs 
were the landlords. Against that Dr. Dwarka 
Nath Mitra says that in the former suit in 
which the plaintiffs sued for rent the defend- 
ants raised one and only one issue, namely, 
whether the relationship of landlord and 
tenant existed between the plaintiffs and 
the defendants. It was found in that case 
that the plaintiffs had failed to prove such 
relationship. It is said, therefore, that it was 
not competent to the learned Subordinate 
Judge to find in this case that the plaintiffs 
were the landlords, because he was precluded 
from doing so by the estoppel created by the 
decision in the former rent suit. That 
statement seems to be well founded. The 
present ease is on all fours with the deci- 
sion of this Court in the case of Ekal^ar 
Shaikh v. Hara Beica (1). We follow that 
decision which is binding on us, and reverse 
the decision of the lower Courts and direct 
that the plaintiffs 1 suit be dismissed with 
costs in all the Courts. 

A ppea l d i s m isseil . 

(1) 8 I ml. Gas. 18 C. L. J. 1; 15 C. W. N. 335. 

(2) 10 lml. Cus. 859; 15 0. L. J. 458; 17 C.W.N.359. 
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ANAGRAHIT RAM V . SITARAM DAS’. 

PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 892 

of 1916. 

June 8, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Mulliok and 
Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 
ANGRAHIT RAM and others — Defendant? 

— Appellants 
versus 

Sri Mahant SITARAM DAS — Plaintiff 

Respondent. 

Limitation Act (IX of I90SJ, s. 3 -Limitation, ones- 
hon of , whether can be raised at any stagc-Court , duty 

The question of limitation can bv law be raised at 

any stage of the proceedings and it is always a Court’s 

duty, whether it is raised or not, to see whether the 
claim is barred, [p. 061, col. 2.] 

t f“ PPe o! / r ° m a deoision of the District 
Judge, Shahabad, Arrali. 

Messrs. Fakliruddin and Amir Hossain , for 
the Appellants. 

Messrs. Baglmnath Singh and Rajemlrn 
/ rasad, for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. This second appeal arises 
out of a suit instituted against the appel- 
lants who carry on a gala business, for 
money deposited on foot of Sarkhats and 

£.' "ismTs. am0 “ n ‘* »» 

The Subordinate Judge dismissed the suit 
on the ground that it was not maintain- 
able, the defendants having been adjudicat- 
ed insolvents under the Presidency Towns 
Insolvency Aot (Aot III of 1909). 

,, Tl lf. then preferred an appeal to 

the District Judge, who found that the 

-solvency order had been annulled and 
that the suit was maintainable. He accord- 
ingly made a decree for Rs. 1,227-13 
against the defendants, and deolined to go 
into the question of limitation. It was 
contended before him by the defendants 
that the .su't came under Article 59 of the 
1st Schedule of the Limitation Act, and 
that the period of limitation was three 
years from the date of the loan and that 
a part of the loan at least, namely that 
part which was prior to the 4th of August 
iyi, » was barred by limitation. 

The plaintiff on the other hand argued 
that the ca* e came under Article €0 and 
that the money had been deposited with 
the defendants as bankers. 


The learned District Judge deolined to go 
into the question of limitation, because he 
said that it had not been raised in the 
Court below and no cross appeal had been 
preferred before him. In this he was clearly 
in error. The point was raised in the writ- 
ten statement. Moreover the question of 
limitation can by law be raised at any 
stage of the proceedings and it is always 
the Court’s duty, whether it is raised or 
not, to see whether the claim is barred. 
We accordingly when the second appeal 
first came before us remanded the case to 
the District Judge to consider the question 
of limitation, and he has now returned a 
finding in a judgment dated 7th February 
1917, in which he expresses the clear opinion 
that the account between the plaintiff and 
the defendants was an account between a 
customer and his banker and that the deposit 
was not in the nature of a loan which 
would oome under Article 59. This is a 

finding of faot which would seem to oon- 
elude the case. 

But the learned Vakil for the appellants 
before ns submits that the learned District 
Judge has not directed his mind to the evi- 
dence in the ease but has merely come to his 
finding upon the document itself. We can- 
not assume that the learned District Judge 
has been entirely unmindful of the evidence 
in the case. There is nothing to show 
th it he arrived at his finding merely upon 
the perusal of the Sarkhat. The parties 
were represented before him by Pleaders 
and it must be presumed that they plaoed 

all the relevant evidence before the learned 
District Judge. 

In these circumstances we do not think 
we ought to go bshind the finding of the 
learned District Judge and make a fresh 
remand in order that the evidence in the 
case may be re-considered. It is found as 
a. fact that receipts and payments were 
given and made between the plaintiff and 
the defendants in the capacity of customer 
and banker till the 19th April 1911, and 
as the suit was filed on the 17th April 
1914 no part of the claim is barred. 

The plaintiff is entitled to a decree for 
interest at the rate of 6 per cent, from the 
date of the suit till the date of the decree 

and 6 per cent, thereafter till the date 

pf realisation. * * 

* • 
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The result is that the appeal is dismissed 
aod the oross-objection is decreed. The 
appellants will pay the respondent the costs 
of the cross-appeal. 

Appeal dismissed ; 

Cross-objection allowed. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 1853 

op 1914. 

June 19, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice N. R. Chatterjea and 

Mr. Justice Richardson. 

ABDUL MAJID MIAN and another — 
Dependants Nos. 14 and 15 — Appellants 

versus 

BAKSHA ALI AND OTHERS — PLAINTIFFS, 

Srimaty HALIMANNESSA 

CROWDHURANI and others —Defendants 

• 1 — Respondents. 

. Limitation Act (IX of 1908^, Sch. 7, Art. 138 — 
— Possession , suit for , by execution purchaser— Land 
purchased in possession of third persons — Limitation. 

The purchaser of a land at a sale in execution of a 
decree cannot, by bringing a suit for its possession 
within twelve years from the date of sale, save his 
claim from the bar of limitation, whore the land 
purchased has been in the possession, not of the judg- 
ment-debtor, but of tho defendants, from before the 
date of the sale and for a period of more than twelve 
years under an independent title. 

Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, Noakhali, dated the 2nd April 1914, 
reversing that of the Munsif, Lakhipur, dated 

the 80th May 1913, 

Mr. A. K. Fuzlxd Ruq % for Mr. Muhammad 
Mustapha Khan , and Babu Atendra Nath 
Mookherjee , for the Appellants. 

Babu Ramesh Chandra Sen % for the Re- 
spondents. 

JUDGMENT, — The question involved in 
this appeal is whether the lower Appellate 
Court was right in holding that the suit 
was not barred by limitation. 
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The Court of first instance found that 
the plaintiff was never in possession and 
dismissed the suit. On appeal the learned 
District Judge was of opinion that the 
suit was not barred by limitation because 
it was instituted within twelve years of the 
date of the confirmation of sale. 

But if, as the defendants allege, they 
were in possession of the land from before 
the date of the sale and for a period of 
twelve years under an independent title, the 
plaintiff’s claim cannot be saved from 

limitation merely because he brought the 
suit within twelve years of the date of the 
sale. Article 138 of the Limitation Aot 
prescribes a period of twelve years from the 
date of the sale for a suit by a purchaser 
of land at a sale in execution of a decree 
for possession of the purchased land when 
the judgment-debtor was in possession at 
the date of the sale. It is necessary, 
therefore, to find whether the judgment- 
debtors whose interest the plaintiff pur- 
chased at the execution sale was in posses- 
sion, or whether the defendants Nos. 14 
and 15 were in possession from before the 
date of the sale under an independent title. 

The decree of the lower Appellate Court 
must be set aside and the case sent back to 
that Court in order that the question may 
be decided in the light of the observations 
made above and the appeal disposed of 
accordingly. Costs will abide the result. 

Decree set aside\ Case remanded . 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Order No. 48 of 1917. 

May IS, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

AKHOURI PREM NARAIN and another— 

Appellants 


. The plaintiff purchased the land in suit 
in the year 1901 and obtained symbolical 
possession in 1907. The present suit was 
instituted on the 18th May 1912. The 
defendants Nos. 14 and 15 who are the 
appellants in this Court pleaded that they 
had obtained a settlement of the land from 
the landlord in tho year 1898 and had 
been in possession of the land ever since in 
their own right. 


versus 

Musammat FAHIMUNNISSA and others— 

R PQDAV nKNTfl. 

Bengal Tenancy Act \ Till B . C. of 1885J, s. 174. 
order under — Appeal ^ whether lies — Dispute between 

parties to suit. t 

Whero a decree-holder himself is the auction- 

purchaser an appeal lies from an order dismiss- 
ing an application of tho judgment -debt or under 

section 174 of tho Bengal Tenancy Act se *k n hM® 
deposit the money due under the decree. LP* 
col. 1.] 
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Appeal against the decision of the District 
Judge, Gaya,, dated the 7th December 1916, 
reversing that of the Subordinate Judge, 
Gaya, dated the 30th August 1916. 

Mr. Karlaspoti , for the Appellants. 

Mr. Mahomed Tahir for Mr. Muhammad 
Mustapha Khvn, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Atkinson, J. — This miscellaneous appeal 
comes before us from a decision of the 
District Judge of Gaya. The facts are 
shortly as follows: — 

The plaintiff obtained as against the 
appellant a decree for rent, the relationship 
of landlord and tenant existing between 
Uhe plaintiff and the defendant. The hold- 
ing of the tenant judgment-debtor out of 
which the arrear of rent was due was put 
up for sale and the plaintiff purchased it 
at the sale and became a decree-holder 
auction-purchaser. The tenant admittedly 
within the time limited by section 174 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Aot deposited in Court 
the amount due on foot of the decree, together 
with the other necessary charges, to satisfy 
the decree-holder’s claim. The defendant 
applied to the learned Munsif to set aside 
the sale which had already been held. The 
■Munsif declined to set aside the sale on 
the ground that the judgment-debtor had 
not lodged a sufficient amount by way of 
deposit in Court to satisfy the amount of 
the decree together with other charges. 
From the decision of the Munsif there was 
an appeal to the District Judge of Gaya. 
The learned Judge found as a question of 
fact that the amount deposited in Court by 
the judgment-debtor was ample and suffi- 
cient, and that in fact the amount de- 
posited was in excess of the actual 
amount due under the decree plus other 
oharges to the extent of Rs. 4-12-0. We 
think the learned Judge was entitled to 
examine the figures and test whether the 
calculation made by an officer of the Munsif’s 
Court was correct for the purpose of as- 
certaining what was the proper sum to be 
deposited. The learned Judge did examine 
the figures and he found that the judgment- 
debtor had discharged and satisfied the obli- 
gation imposed upon him by section 174 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

The second matter which was raised both 
jn the lower Appellate Court and here was 


the question as to whether an appeal lay 
from the order of the learned Munsif, refus- 
ing to set aside the sale under section 174 
consequential upon the deposit made under 
that section. The learned District Judge 
held on the authority of the case reported 
as Raghuhar Dayal Sukul v. Jadu Nandan 
M is sir (1) that an appeal did lie; and accord- 
ingly he reversed the order of the learned 
Munsif, set aside the sale and restored the 
judgment-debtor to possession of the pro- 
perty. 

We have been pressed with the argument 
that no appeal lies from an order dismissing 
an application under section 174 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. There is some conflict 
on the authorities, but the general principle 
deducible appears to be from the more recent 
current of decision in the Calcutta High 
Court that as between a decree-holder 

and judgment-debtor when the decree-holder 
becomes the purchaser of the property offered 
for sale, that then the case is one arising be- 
tween the parties to the suit and, 

therefore, an appeal lies under section 
47 of the Code of Civil Procedure from 
an order mad© under section 174 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. Section 143 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act applies in express terms 
the provisions of the Civil Procedure 
Code to the special procedure provided for 
the recovery of rent as between landlord 
and tenant under the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
except in so far as the provisions of the Civil 
Procedure Code may be modified by express 
rule or the same are otherwise inconsistent 
with the provisions of the Aot itself. Section 
43 lays down the procedure that is required 
to be followed for the recovery of rent and 
the obtaining of a rent-decree. No doubt 
as I have said there is some conflict on 
the authorities touching the question raised 
for our decision, but I think the law as 
stated by us is consistent with the principle 
underlying the current of modern decisions 
in Calcutta. 

Mr. Justice Mullick in this Court in a 
case reported as Razi-ud-Din Hossam v. 
Bendeshri Prasad Singh (2) laid down as 
follows : — 

(1) 13 Ind. Cas. 365; 15 C. L. J. 89; 16 C. W. X. 
736. 

(2) 36 Ind. Cas. 769. 
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“jf the application is one entertainable 
under section 174 of the Bengal Tenancy 

Act, there is no appeal at all.” 

That case, however, is distinguishable in 
its facts from the present case inasmuch as 
the auction-purchaser was a stranger and 
not a party to the suit; and clearly we 
think all the authorities recognise and decide 
that in a case where an auction-purchaser 
is not a party to a suit then no appeal lies 
against an order under section 174, but if he is 
a party to the suit and is a decree-holder 
in fact that then section 47 comes into 
play and an appeal lies, it being a matter 
arising between the parties to the suit 
touching the execution, satisfaction or dis- 
charge of the decree. Therefore the case 
decided by Mr. Justice Mulliek is distinguish- 
able in its features from the present case. 
The present case is one as between the decree- 
holder purchaser and the judgment-debtor. 
The case reported as Raghubar Payal Sukul 
v. Jadu Randan Missir (l) expressly decid- 
ed the point which we have now raised 
for our decision. The learned Judges in 
that case at page 92* say: “it. was pointed 
out by this Court in the case reported as 
Joytara v. Ram Krishna (3) that the answer 
to the question whether an order in execution 
proceedings is within the scope of section 47 of 
the Code of 1908 must depend upon its nature 
and contents. If it decides a question 
relating to the execution, satisfaction or dis- 
charge of the decree and if the decision 
has been given between parties to the suit, or 
their representatives-in-interest, the order of 
the Court falls within the scope of section 47 
and is a decree within the 'meaning of 
section 2.” • 

The same point was considered in a case 
reported as Sital Rai v. Nand&lal (4), and the 
importance of this decision is that it states 
what the law was with reference to orders 
mr.de under section 310 (a) of the old Code of 
Civil Procedure, and applies the same princi- 
ple in the application of the law to orders 
made under section 174 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. The head-note accurately interprets 
the effect of the decision as follows: — 

It cannot be a (Tinned as a general propo- 
sition of law either that, an order under 

(3) 7 Tml. Cns. 709; 13 ('. L. J. 257; 15 0. W. N. 512. 

(4) 1 Ind. Cns. 304; 11 C. L. J. 202; 13 C. W. N 
591. 

#Pnge of 15 C. L. S.^Jjd. ~ 


section 174 of the Bengal Tenancy Act or 
under section 310 (a) of the Civil Procedure 
Code is or is not appealable. The test is whe- 
ther the question raised in the proceedings is 
one relating to execution, satisfaction or 
discharge of the decree and if the question 
is of this deseription, whether it arises 
between the parties to the suit or their re- 
presentatives. If it so arises, the order is 
appealable.” 

Thus we think that in this case as the 
matter arose between the parties to the 
suit, an appeal did lie by reason of the 
application of the provisions of section 47 
of the Code of Civil Procedure to a pro- 
ceeding under section 174 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. The cases of Kishoti Mohun Roy 
v. i Sarodamani Dasi(b) and Subh Narain Lolly . 
Qoroke Prosad (6) are no doubt inconsistent with 
and contraiy to the decision arrived at by us in 
this case, but it undoubtedly appears that 
both these rulings have been dissented from 
and overruled by the case reported in 13 
Calcutta Weekly Notes 591 [Sital Rai v. 
Nandalal (4)], which corresponds with the 
case cited above in 11 Calcutta Law Journal 
202 . 

We think that the learned Judge was 
quite right in entertaining the appeal and 
that he had jurisdiction to do so. We 
accordingly dismiss this action with costs. 

Chapman, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed . 

(5) 1 C. W. N. 30. 

(8) 3 C. W. N. 314. 


Madras uigh court. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 954 of 1915. 

January 23, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justioe Sadasiva Aiyar and 

Mr. Justice Spenoer. 

KANDASAMI NAICKEN— Defendant 

No. 1 — Appellant 

versus 

1RUSAPPA NAIOKEN and others— 

Plaintiff and Defendants Nos. 2 and 3— 

jponDENTS. 

Limitation .4cf (IX of 1908', 6, 7, 28, Sch, I, Arts, 

44. 144 — Guardian and trord — Alienation by guardian, 
t>uit for cancellation of, ami possession — Article applic- 
able to suit- Statutory bar, effect of— Extinction of right 
— liar against adult brother, when affects minor under 
disability — Scope nnci applicability of s. 7—Al ienee, 
claim of prescriptive title by — ChiUl in tcomb, rights 
of—JUndu Law — Civil procedure Code (Act F of HOft) 
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0 . I, r. 1— Non-joinder of minor brother in suit to set 

aside alienation , effect of. . 

An alienation by a guardian ought to be set aside 
by a ward by instituting a suit within the period 
mentioned in Article 44 of the Limitation Act and 
till it is so set aside, the title vests in the alienee. 

[p. 666, col. 2.] , . 

Though Article 44 describes the suit to be brought 
by the ward as a suit merely to set aside the transfer 
of his property by his guardian, if the transferee has 
obtained and is in possession and the ward has, there- 
fore, to add a prayer for possession. Article 44 alone 
still applies to the suit, though it is brought for 

both reliefs, [p. 666, col. 2.] 

On failure of the ward to sue to set aside the 
alienation within 3 years of his attaining majority 
under Article 44 of the Limitation Act, his right to 
the property is wholly extinguished under section 28 
of the Act and title vests exclusively in the alienee 

from that date. [p. 666, col. 2.] . ... 

A person whose right to set aside an alienation is 
barred under Article 44 cannot avoid it as defendant 
by denouncing it in a suit for possession brought by 

the alienee, [p. 666, col. 2.] 

Section 7 of the Limitation Act contemplates the 
existence in two or more persons of a joint right 
and a joint cause or causes of action in support of a 
single suit. Where two brothers have got the same 
cause of action (that is, where all the material allega- 
tions giving rise to a right of suit are the same), 
where the whole right litigated and the nature of 
the entire claim litigated are the same, and where, 
wider such circumstances, the elder brother could 
institute a suit for himself and his younger brother 
on that joint right and joint cause of action, section 
7 would become applicable and would bar the younger 
brother’s right when the elder brother’s became 
barred. The mere fact, however, that, under Order T, 
rule 1, Civil Procedure Code, a person suing for him- 
self and praying for one particular remedy could 
have joined in that suit another cause of action 
vestin'* in his minor brother for whom he could have 
acted as next friend will not bring the suit within 
the ambit of the section. Tp. 667, col. 2; p. 668, col. l.J 
Doraisami Serumadan v. Nondisami ~8aluvan, 
21 Ind. Cas. 410; 38 M. 118; 25 M. L. J. 405; 14 M. 

L. T. 401, explained. , „ 

Plaintiff purchased certain lands from the mother 
of defendants Nos. 2 and 3 in 1893. The vendor 
described herself in the sale-deed as the guardian of 
the 2 nd defendant alone, who was then 8 years 
old. The 3rd defendant was in her womb at the time. 
The 2nd defendant sold the same lands to the 1st 
defendant in 1903 himself and as guardian of his 
minor brother, the 3rd defendant. The plaintiff was 
in possession till 1909, when he was forcibly ejected 
by the 1st defendant. Plaintiff brought the present 
suit in July 1912 for recovery of the properties from 
1st defendant The 2nd defendant attained majority 
in 1903 and the 3rd defendant attained • majority 

about the end of 1911: . , 

Held, (1) that as the 2nd defendants right to sue 

to set aside the alienation by his mother became 
barred in 1906, the title vested in the plaintiff and 1st 
defendant, who acquired no title by his purchase, 
could not oust the plaintiff and that plaintiff was 
entitled to 2nd defendant’s share in the property; 
[p. 666, col. 2; p. 663, col. 2."| 


(2) that as the 3rd defendant Was in his mother’s 
womb at the date of sale to plaintiff and the mother 
did not act as his guardian, the 3rd defendant’s 
rights were not transferred to plaintiff, who could not 
claim a title by adverse possession; fp. 667, col. 
1; p. 668; col. 2 ] 

(3) that 3rd defendant’s right to the property was 
not extinguished by reason of the 2nd defendant 
having been barred under section 7 of the Limitation 
Act, as the interests of the 2nd and 3rd defendants 
were split up by the sale to plaintiff and were not 
identical, [p. 663, cols. 1 & 2.] 

Second appeal against the decree of the 
District Court, Chingleput, in Appeal Suit 
No. 269 of 1914, preferred against that 
of the Additional District Munsif, Chingle- 
put, in Original Suit No. 317 of 1913. 

Messrs. C. V. Ananthakrishna Aiyar and 
P. S. Narayanasivami Aiyar , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Mr. K. B ashy am A iy an gar , for the Re- 
spondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sadasiva Aiyar, J. — The 1st defendant is 
the appellant. The plaintiff sued in eject- 
ment basing his title on a sale-deed of 
1893 (Exhibit A) executed to him by the 
mother of the defendants Nos. 2 and 3. 
The plaintiff was in possession till 1909, 
when he was ejected forcibly by the 1st 
defendant who had obtained a sale-deed 
from the 2nd defendant in 1908 (Exhibit 
II). The sale-deed (Exhibit II) was exe- 
cuted by the 2nd defendant for him- 
self and also for the 3rd defendant who 
was then a minor. The 2nd defend- 
ant attained majority in 1903, while the 
3rd defendant attained majority about 
the end of 1911 or the beginning of 
1912. The suit was brought in July 
1912. 

The sale-deed by the mother of the 
defendants Nos. 2 and 3 to the plaintiff was 
executed by her as guardian of the 2nd 
defendant alone, the 3rd defendant (the 
posthumous son of his father) not having 
been born then. The statement of the 
District Judge in paragraph 2 of his judg- 
ment that the plaintiff’s sale-deed was 
executed by the mother of the defendants 
Nos. 2 and 3 acting as the guardian of 
both is clearly an error. 

Both the lower Courts have found that 
the s de-deed of 1893 in favour of the 
plaintiff was executed for no consideration 
and that the minor 2nd defendant a a 
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whose guardian his mother executed it 
got no benefit under it. The District Munsif 
dismissed the plaintiff’s suit. 

On appeal the learned District Judge 
has given a decree in plaintiff’s favour on 
the following reasoning, as I understand 
his judgment : — 

( a ) The 2nd defendant did not sue 
to set aside his mother’s sale-deed of 
1893 within three years of his attaining 
majority. (The said three years expired 
in 1906.) Both the defendants Nos. 2 and 3 
ought to have sued to set aside such sale 
within 1906. As they did not do so, they 
are barred under Article 44 of the Limita- 
tion Act from questioning the sale. 

(b) Even if Article 44 did not apply, 
Article 144 would have applied to a hypo- 
thetical suit for possession if it had been 
brought by the defendants Nos' 2 and 3 
just before the plaintiff was forcibly dis- 
possessed in 1909. Such a suit would 
have been dismissed as barred, as at that 
time the plaintiff had been in possession 
for 16 years. (The District Judge gives 
the figure 18.) Hence the plaintiff had 
obtained title by adverse possession against 
the defendants Nos. 2 and 3 on the date 
when he was dispossessed in 1909. The 
plaintiff basing his right on his title, so 
perfected by adverse possession, is entitled 
to sue in ejectment the 1st defendant, who 
claims from the defendants Nos. 2 

and 3. 

Mr. Ananthakrishna Aiyar, the appellant’s 
learned Vakil, argued as follows: — 

(a) That even though a suit by a ward 
who has attained majority to set aside 
his guardian’s alienation may be barred 
under Article 44, he can avoid it as defend- 
ant by denouncing it in the suit for posses- 
sion brought by the alienee. 

(b) That the lower Appellate Court was 
wrong in holding that the plaintiff was in 
adverse possession of the land as against 
the defendants Nos. 2 and 3 between 1893 
and 1909, as his possession between 1893 
and 1903 at least (when the 2nd defendant 
attained majority) must have been as agent 
of the defendants Nos. 2 and 3. 

(c) That the sale- deed of 1893 was 
executed by the mother, not as guardian 
of both the defendants Nos. 2 and 3 as 


mistakenly supposed by the lower Appellate 
Court, but as guardian of the 2nd defend-* 
ant alone. The 3rd defendant was, therefore, 
not bound to have it set aside so far as 
his interest in the property is concerned. 
The plaintiff also could not have acquired 
the 3rd defendant’s undivided interest by 
adverse possession, as the 3rd defendant 
had three years from his attaining majority 
(that is, till the end of 1914) to sue to 

recover possession of his interest and as 
the 1st defendant had recovered possession 
in 1909 itself of 3rd defendant’s said inter- 
est before 3rd defendant’s right to recover 
possession from plaintiff had become barred. 

It is dear from Madugula iMxtchiah v» 
Pally Mukkalinga (1), that the sale-deed 
executed by a guardian ought to be set 
aside by a ward by instituting a suit 
within the period mentioned in Artiole 44 
and that till it is so set aside, the title 
vests in the alienee. It is also established 
by that decision that, though Artiole 44 
described the suit to be brought by the 
ward as a suit merely to set aside the 
transfer of his property by his guardian, 
if the transferee had obtained and 
is in possession and the ward has, therefore, 
to add a prayer for the relief of posses* 
sion. Article 44 al ne still applies to the 
suit though brought for both the reliefs. 
Section 28 of the Limitation Act says that 
at the determination of the period limited 
to any person for instituting a suit for 
possession of any property, his right to 
such property shall be extinguished. As 
the 2nd defendant’s right to institute a 
suit under Article 44 for setting aside the 
sale of 1893 and for possession of the pro* 
perty from the plaintiff became barred in 
19C6, his right to such property became 
extinguished under section 28 of' the Limita- 
tion Act and the plaintiff became the owner 
of the 2nd defendant’s interest iu the pro- 
perty in 1906. Ashe has brought the suit 
in 1912 and as his title to the 2nd defend- 
ant s interest of which he became the 
owner in 1906 subsisted at the date of the 
suit, his claim for possession of such interest 
has to be decreed. 1 must, therefore, reject 
the contention (a) put forward by Mr. 

Ananthakrishna Aiyar. 
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Coming to bis contention (6), I unable 
to accept Mr. Ananthakrishna Aiyar s 
argument that the agency power given to 
the plaintiff by tbe 2nd defendant’s 
mother under Exhibit I was a general power- 
of-attorney which made him the 2nd de- 
fendant’s agent as regards the management 
of the plaint property also, which had been 
alienated by the 2nd defendant s mother 
on the day previous to the execution of the 
agency deed. It seems to me clear that 
the plaint property was excluded from the 
agency and I am unable to differ from the 
finding of fact arrived at by the lower Ap- 
pellate Court that the plaintiff’s possession 
between 1893 and 1909 was adverse to 

the defendants Nos, 2 and 3. 

Coming to the last contention (r), it 
is clear from the wording of Exhibit A 
that the sale-deed was executed by the 
2nd defendant’s mother as guardian of the 
2nd defendant alone. Plaintiff-respondent s 
learned Vakil asked us to presume in the 
plaintiff’s favour that the 2nd defendant s 
mother intended to execute it in the exercise 
of all the powers to alienate which she 
possessed, though she may not have known 
that she had the power to execute it also 
as guardian of the child then in her 
womb. I do not think that a Court is 
bound to stretch any point in favour of a 
person li.se the plaintiff who took advantage 
of the helplessness of his mother-in-law 
(2nd and 3rd defendants’ mother) to obtain 
a sale-deed without consideration in fraud 
of his brother-in-law from her. The sale- 
deed, therefore, did not affect the 3rd defend- 
ant’s undivided interest in the plaint pro- 
perties. He was hence not bound to have 
it set aside under Article 44. As against 
his interest, the plaintiff could rely only 
upon adverse possession under Article 144. 
But as Article 144 read with sections 6 
and 28 of the Limitation Act did not bar 
the 3rd defendant’s rights or confer title 
on the plaintiff as regards 3rd defendant’s 
rights before the plaintiff was dispossessed 
in 1909, the plaintiff cannot claim any 
title to the 3rd defendant’s interest in 
the properties. (It is unnecessary to con- 
sider whether the 3rd defendant’s interest 
has passed to the 1st defendant in this 
case owing to the sale-deed executed by 
the 2nd defendant in the 1st defendant’s 

i * < • • 
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favour in 1908.) The contention (<?) has, 

therefore, to be upheld. 

Mr. K. Bashyara Aiyangar next contends 
for the plaintiff that as the 2nd defendant 
could have, when suing on his own behalf 
(in the suit governed by Article 44) to 

set aside the sale by his mother of his 
undivided interest also, joined in that suit 
a cause of action as the next friend of 
the 3rd defendant (or as managing member 
of- the undivided family consisting of 
himself or of the 3rd defendant) to recover 
possession of the 3rd defendant’s interests 
also in that same suit, the principle of the 
Full Bench decision in Doraisami Sirumadan 
v. Nondismm Saluvan (2) applied and that, 
therefore, the 3rd defendant lias also 
become barred in 190b from claiming title 
to his undivided share. I think that, that 
decision gave as wide an effect to section 
8 of Act XV of 1877 (corresponding to 
section 7 of tbe present Act) as possible 
and that it is wholly undesirable to extend 
the scope of that section further. When 
two brothers have got the same cause 
of action (that is, where all the material 
allegations and giving rise to a right 
of suit are the same), where the whole right 
litigated and the nature of the entire claim 
litigated are the same and where under such 
circumstances the elder brother could insti- 
tute a suit for himself and his younger 
brother on that joint right and joint cause 
of action, section 7 would become applicable 
according to the Full Bench decision and 
would bar the younger brother’s right when 
the elder brother’s became barred. But in 
this case the 2nd defendant’s cause of action 
and his right to bring a suit depend upon 
the fact of his mother’s execution of Exhibit 
A aod a suit on such right of his is governed 
by Article 44, whereas the 3rd defendant’s 
right of suit has nothing to do with Exhibit 
A or with Article 44 and his suit would have 
been governed by Article 144. The mere 
fact that under Order I, rule 1, Civil Pro- 
cedure Code, the 2nd defendant suing for 
himself and praying for one particular remedy 
could have joined in that same suit another 
cause of action vesting in the 3rd defendant 
for whom he could have acted as next friend 

(2) 21 I mb Cas. 410; rs M. J 18; 25 M. L. J. 405- 14 
M. L. T. 40!. 
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will not bring such a suit within the ambit 
of section 7 of the Limitation Act, which 
contemplates the existence in two or more 
persons of a joint right and a joint cause 
or joint causes of action in support of a 
single suit. 

In the result the'lower Appellate Court’s 
decree will be modified and a preliminary 
decree for partition of the plaint properties 
into two equal shares will be passed. The 
plaintiff’s right to recover from the 1st de- 
fendant mesne profits on the said half share 
from Fasli 1319 is also declared. Final 
decree will be passed (after taking the neces- 
sary steps contemplated by law) by the 
District Munsif as regards possession to 
plaintiff of the particular land which might 
fall to his half share in division and in 
respect of the sum due to him for value of 
mesne profits. 

The plaintiff must pay the 1st defendant’s 
costs on half the value of the plaintiff’s claim 
throughout and bear his own costs. (The 
right to the other half share as between 

the defendants Nos. 1 and 3 is not decided 
in this suit). 

Spencek, J.-^l he plaintiff obtained a sale- 
deed in respect of the suit properties in 1893 
from the mother of defendants Nos. 2 and 3. 
In this document (Exhibit A) she described 
herself as the wife of her deceased husband 
and as the mol her and protecting guardian 
of 2nd defendant. The statement of the 
District Judge that she acted as guardian 
of 2nd and 3rd defendants in this transaction 
is incorrect. In the plaint it was stated that 
she acted in the capacity of guardian of the 
2nd defendant alone, and for the purpose of 
this^ second appeal it may be taken that 

the 3rd defendant was in his mother’s womb 
on the date of sale. 


Accepting the finding of the Judge tl 
the possession by the plaintiff of the pla 
lands, which are not included in the lai 
entrusted under Exhibit I to his managers 
as an agent of the family, was adverse 
is clear that unless the time be extend 
under section 6 of the Limitation Act 1 


title must have been 
tion before the 1st 
conveyance of them 
in 1908. 

The 2nd defendant 


perfected by preset 
defendant obtained 
from the 2nd defend: 

being 8 years old 

I « a • . 


1 893 > as sta te<J in Exhibit A, must 


attained his majority in 1902 or at least by 
1903. 

His title to his share of the ancestral 
property alienated became extinguished in 
1906, when for three years after attaining 
majority, he failed to set aside the transfer 
made by bis guardian during his minority 
(vitU sections 6 and 28 of the Limitation 
Act), and, therefore, he bad no interest of 
bis own to convey to his transferee (1st 
defendant) in 1908, when he executed Ex- 
hibit II on behalf of himself and his minor 
brother. 

But in 1893 there was not any alienation 
of the 3rd defendant’s share in the property 
of the Hindu joint family to which he be- 
longed at his conception. 

Both the lower Courts have found that 
the sale in 1893, regarded as an alienation 
of ancestral property, was without considera- 
tion and for no justifiable necessity. Third 
defendant attained majority less than three 
years before the institution of this suit. 

Hence the title of the 3rd defendant, which 
was not alienated in 1893 and was kept alive 
by bis legal disability up to the date of 
this suit (section 6 of the Limitation Aot), 
does not stand on the same footing with 
the title of the 2nd defendant which was 
alienated in lt^93 and became extinguished 
by limitation in 1906. 

The District Judge without making any 
distinction has treated the title of both these 
defendants as extinguished. 

It is now argued in support of his judg- 
ment that time should be calculated under 
section 7 of the Limitation Act as running 
against both, on the ground that they were 
jointly entitled to institute a suit to recover 
their property and that one could give a 

valid discharge without the concurrence of 
the other. 

1 consider that section 7 of the Limitation 
Act does not apply to the circumstances of 
this case. Owing to their interests having- 
become split up, 2nd and 3rd defendants 
were not joint in estate in respect of this 
particular property after the execution of 

Exhibit A. 

The cause of action for the 2nd defendant 
to set aside the alienation made by bis 
guardian is not identical with the cau^e of 
action for the 3»d defendant or his repre* 

sentative-in-interest to obtain a partition of 
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his share of family property upon a subsist- 
ing title from a third party who was in 
wrongful possession thereof, When the 2nd 
defendant attained majority, he was not 
competent to give a lawful discharge of the 
3rd defendant’s claim under the circum- 
stances found to have existed in this case. 

Thus this case is distinguishable from the 
case of Doraisami Sirumadan v. P/ondisami 
Saluvan (2). I agree that the appellant is 
entitled to succeed in respect of 3rd defend- 
ant’s undivided moiety of the suit property 
and that he must fail as regards the 2nd 
defendant’s moiety and that costs should be 
awarded as stated in my learned brother’s 
judgment. 

Appeal partly allowed. 

v. R. P. 


Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, Burdwan, dated the 30fch March 
1914. 

Babu Baidyanath Dutt and Babu Sarat 
Cuomei Mitter , (for Babu Soroshi Charan 
Mitter), for the Appellants. 

Babu Amarendranath Bose , for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J — This is an appeal by the 
plaintiffs Nos. 1 and 2 against the judgment 
and decree of the learned District Judge of 
Burdwan, dated the 30th March 1914. The 
suit was brought by the plaintiffs to recover 
certain land on which buildings had been 
erected by the defendants, the plaintiffs being 
the reversioners on the death of a Hindu 
woman whose name was Kumud Kanvini 
Debi. The plaintiffs are the uncles of the 
defendants. They now come forward and 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Decree No. 299 

ok 1914. 

June 27, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Teunon. 

Srimati BHUBANESWARI DEBT, 
widwo of BHUBANESWAR 
BHATTACHARJYA and others — 
Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

HARADHAN BHATTACHARJYA and 
others — Defendants — Respondents. 

Hindu Law— Alienation by widow— Reversioners, 
consent by - Deed, recital in— Estoppel. 

The plaintiffs, who were consenting parties to a 
deed of sale by a Hindu widow in favour of the defend- 
ants purporting to be for legal necessity and which 
contained inaccurate recitals not known to the defend- 
ants to be such, induced the defendants, their 
nephews, by their conduct to lay out money for the 
erection of permanent buildings upon the lands 
purchased by them, and on their succession as 
reversioners after the death of the widow, brought a 
suit to recover possession of the lauds sold on the 
ground that there was no legal necessity for the sale: 

Held, that there was a clear case of estoppel by 
conduct against the plaintiffs and the mere fact that 
at the time when the plaintiffs induced their nephews 
to lay out their money, there was a more spes 
succession is was not a sufficient ground why they 
should not be bouud by the sale. [p. 670, col 1 ] 

No person who is a party to the putting forward of 
a recital in a deed by another and induces a third 
person to act on it can afterwards be heard to say 
that that recital Js not accurate, [p. 669, col. 2; p. 

670, col.ll.] 


say that the defendants at the time they 
acquired the property were of the age of about 
18 and 23 years and that they have get no 
title to the property. The learned Judge of 
the Court below has found as a fact that 
there was no legal necessity for the sale. It 
may be that, on a more careful view of the 
evidence, that finding may be challenged. 
He has also found that the recitals in the 
kobala were not true. He has further found 
that the plaintiffs were consenting parties to 
the sale and that they also by their conduct 
induced the defendants to spend the whole 
of their fortune upon the erection of the 
buildings that have been erected on this 
portion of the land. The only question that 
we have got to consider in this case, the find- 
ings have not been challenged, is whether the 
view that the learned Judge took is correct. 
There is one matter that is worthy of considera- 
tion and that is this: Although the learned 
Judge has found that there was no legal 
necessity, that the recitals in the deed of 
conveyance were not accurate and that the 
plaintiffs were consenting parties to the sale, 
he has not found that the defendants knew 
that these recitals in the deed were not 
accurate, and, therefore, prima facie , it must 
be taken that the plaintiffs, being consenting 
parties to the sale, were parties who induced 
the defendants to act upon those recitals in 
the conveyance as being true and accurate 
statements. Of course, that would be a clear 
case of estoppel by conduct. No person who 
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is a party to the putting forward of a recital 
in a deed and induces another person to act 
on it can afterwards be heard to say that 
that recital is not accurate. 

The other portion of the finding is that 
these uncles actually supervised the construc- 
tion of the buildings that were erected by 
the two defendants who were then young 
men. They watched the building from 
day to day and from time to time. The 
money of their nephews was being deliberately 
laid out on these permanent buildings and 
they having stood by and seen their nephews 
so wasting their money, for them now to come 
to Court and say that those nephews were 
throwing away their money is not a story 
that one should readily believe. The case is 
a novel case and a case that has not ever been 
set up in a Court of Justice with success, and 
this is not going to be the first case in whicli 
such a statement shall be received by the 
Court as an accurate statement. I find 
nothing to suggest that this is so. I think 
the plaintiffs are bound by their own act. 
The mere fact that there was at that time a 
mere spes succcssionis when they induced 
their nephews to lay out their money is not 
a sufficient ground why they should not be 
bound by the sale; and if such a case is al- 
lowed to stand, it would not be giving full 
effect to the doctrine of estoppel in cases in 
India. I think this inducing of the defend- 
ants to lay out their money was quite 
sufficient to warrant the learned Judge of the 
Court below to arrive at the conclusion he 
came to. 

Then a question has been raised as to 

* 

the two smaller pieces of land which, it is 
said, stand on an altogether different footing. 
From the findings of the learned Judge, one 
gathers that these two small pieces of land 
adjoin the house that has been erected on the 
other portion of the land. These two pieces 
of land are probably curtilages and hold along 
with the house. The defendants, according 
to the view of the learned Judge, parted 
with the money by which they purchased 
these pieces of land on similar representa- 
tions to those on which they purchased the 
former piece of land on which the buildings 
stands. It is quite true that as regards this 
piece of land, the case is not so strong as 
with respect to the pieco of land on which 
the house has been built, but there is nothing 



before us to show why we should not give 
full effect to the view taken by the learned 
Judge with regard to these two plots of 
land. To out off these pieces of land from 
the other piece of land may cause serious 
damage to the house that has been ereoted by 
the defendants. I agree with the view 
arrived at by the learned Judge of the Court 
below. The present appeal, therefore, fails 
and must be dismissed with costs— Rs. 200. 

Tecnon, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


iuiiunau LLL\J LX UR1. 

Civil Revision Petitions Nos. 718 and 993 

of 1916. 

April 16, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Seshagiri Aiyar. 

P. R. SRINIVASA AIYANGAR— 

Defendant — Petitioner 

versus 

M. D. NARAYANA AIYANGAR— 

Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908;, ss. S, 44 
0. XXI, rr. 4, 22— Presidency Small Cause Courts 
Act (XI of 188i;, $$. 13, S5 — Foreign Courts , decrees of 
whether executable by Presidency Small Cause Courts 
— Registrar , power of , to issue process— Jurisdiction- 
Arrest without notice under O. XXI r. 22, legality 
of. 

A Judge of a Presidency Small Cause Court has 
jurisdiction to execute the decree of a foreign Court 

transmitted to it under section 44, Civil Procedure 
Code. [p. 67 1, col. 2.] 

But the Registrar of a Presidency Small Cause 
Court has no power, under section 1*3 or 35 of the 
Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, to issue pro- 
cesses in execution of a foreign decreo. [p. 672, 
col. l.J 

A decree transmitted for execution does not become 
the decree of the Court to which it is transmitted, 
although its powers of execution are similar to the 
powers conferred on it in respect of the execution 
of its own decrees, [p. 672, cal’ 1.] 

Older XXI, rule 4, Civil Procedure Code, is not 
restricted in its application to decrees of British 

Courts, it. applies equally to decrees of foreigu 
Courts. Ip. 671, col. 2 ] 

Sub-clause (1) of Order XXI, rule 22, Civil Pro- 
cedure Code, is imperative and must be followed, 
unless notice prior to arrest is dispensed with under 
sub-clause (2), m which ease the Court should defi- 
nitely record its reasons for doing so. [p. 672, col. 2.] 

I etition No. /IS of 1916 under section 
115 of Act V of 1908, and section 15 
of the Charter Aot, praying the High Court 
to revise the order of the Court of Small 
Causes, Madras, in Original Suit No. 437 
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of 1906*07 on the file of the Court of the 

Principal District Munsif, Mysore. 

Mr. K. V. L, Narasimham, for the Petitioner. 

Messrs. G. Venkatasubbaramiah and Ala - 
singra Ghariar , for the Respondent. 

Petition No. 993 of 916 under section 
115 of Act V of 1908, and section 15 of 
the Charter Act, praying the High Court to 
revise the order of the Court of Small Causes, 
Madras, in Execution Petition No. 14377 
of 1915, in Original Suit No. 437 of 1906*07 
on the file of the Court of the Principal Dis- 
trict Munsif, Mysore. 

Mr. K. V, L. Narasimham , for the Peti- 
tioner. . 

JUDGMENT.— So far as I am able to 
see, there are no merits in these cases. 
But I have to deal with the question of 
law which is one of considerable importance 
argued before me: My conclusion is that 
the Registrar of the Court of Small Causes 
had no jurisdiction to order execution 
of the decree, and also that he acted 
illegally in the exercise of his jurisdic- 
tion by directing a warrant to issue 
without giving the petitioner previous 
notice of the application. The facts 
necessary for the disposal of these two 
petitions are these. A decree was obtained 
in the District Munsif’s Court of Mysore 
in 1908 It was transferred for execution 
to the Small Cause Court of Madras in 
October 1915. As the decree-holder did 
not take steps, his first application was 
dismissed in November 1915. A second 
application was presented on the 13th 
December 1915 and without notice to the 
petitioner, the arrest of the petitioner 
(judgment-debtor) was ordered on the 21st 
December 1915: Thereupon he paid the 
amount of the decree into Court and asked 
the Registrar to re-consider his order 
directing his arrest and also to pay him 
back the money which he had deposited. 
The Registrar refused the application and 
hence these petitions in this Court. I 
may also say that on the refusal of the 
Registrar to re-oonsider his order, an applica- 
tion was made to the Full Bench of the 
Small Cause Court. The learned Judges who 
constituted the Bench held that they had 
no power to interfere with the order of 

the Registrar. 


The first point argued by the learned 
Counsel for the petitioner is that the 
Presidency Small Cause Court has. no 
jurisdiction to entertain applications for the 
execution of the decrees passed by a foreign 
Court, and still less the Registrar of that 
Court. As regards the first of these conten- 
tions, I am unable to accept it. 

Under section 44, Civil Procedure Code, the 
decrees passed by the Courts of a Native 
Prince or State in alliance with his Majesty 
may be executed in British India as if 
they had been passed by the Courts of 
British India. Under Order XXI, rule 4, if 
a decree is passed outside the ordinary 
original civil jurisdiction of the High Court, 
the execution of that decree within the 
city of Madras must be by the Presidency 
Court of Small Causes. It was argued 
before me that that provision applies only 
to the decrees of British Courts. But the 
language of section 44 makes it clear 
that no distinction is drawn in this respect 
between the decree of British Courts and 
the decrees of foreign Courts. My attention 
was drawn to section 8 of the Civil Pro- 
cedure Code and it was contended that 
as section 44 of the Code is not included 
among the provisions made applicable to 
the Presidency Small Cause Court, that 
Court has no jurisdiction to receive applica- 
tions for execution from foreign Courts. 
Section 8 is intended to be supplementary 
to the rules of procedure provided by the 
Small Cause Court Act and the rules framed 
thereunder. Section 8 does not prescribe 
by implication the entertainment of applica- 
tions for execution in respect of the 
decrees of foreign Courts by the Small Cause 
Court. I am, therefore, of opinion that if the 
decree had been put in motion by a Judge 
of the Presidency Small Cause Court 
there could have been no objection to its 
execution. 1 have, however, reluctantly como 
to the conclusion that the Registrar has 
no power to issue processes in execution 
of a foreign decree. He is not ordinarily 
a Court. He is invested with the powers 
of a Court only for certain purposes and 
unless either under the sections of the 
Small Cause Courts Act or under the rules 
framed under those sections, the power to 
execute the decree of a foreign Court can 
be spelled out, I must hold that the 


672 


INDIAN OASfiS. 


BIBI SOGRA V. MOHAMAJAB SAYEED. 

Registrar of the Small Cau3e Court has 
no jurisdiction to execute the decrees. 
Section 35 of the Presidency Small Cause 
Courts Act speaks of the execution of 
decrees passed by the Court of Small Causes 
and not by the Courts of Native States 
in alliance with His Majesty. Under Order 
XU, only certain judicial powers are 
delegated to the Registrar and the power 
to execute the decrees of foreign Courts 
is not among them. Section 13 gives the 
Registrar the power to do certain 
ministerial acts and the power to direct the 
arrest of a judgment-debtor in execution 
cannot be regarded as a ministerial act. 
Consequently, the Registrar of the Small 
Cause Court has no power to execute the 
decree of a foreign Court. The learned 
Vakil who appeared for the counter-petitioner 
suggested that the moment the decree was 
sent from Mysore to the Presidency Small 
Cause Court, it must be deemed to have 
become the decree of the Presidency Small 
Cause Court and that section 35 of the Pre- 
sidency Small Cause Court Act applies. 

I am unable to agree with him. The 
decree that is transmitted for execution 
does not become the decree of the Court 
to which it ia transmitted, although its 
powers of execution are similar to the 
powers conferred on it in respect of the 
execution of its own decrees. I must, 
therefore, hold that the Registrar had no 
jurisdiction to execute the deoree and that 

t < e .i Warra " t whlc * 1 * le issued for the arrest 
of the petitioner was ultra vires. 

One other contention of the learned 

Vakil for the petitioner may also be men- 

tioned and that is that the Registrar acted 

illegally in the exercise of his jurisdiction by 

directing a warrant to issue without giving 

notice to the petitioner. As I mentioned 
before, the first application was dismissed 

in November 1915. The present application 
was presented on the 13th December 1916 

and on the 21st of that month, the order 
to arrest the petitioner was made. No 
notice was given to the petitioner on this 
application. Order XXI, rule 22 , in its 
proviso to sub-clause (1) says, ihat no 

of mo°re 8 ti a ^ " eC8fmry "“"sequence 

annlicnt n ° ne ,mvill S "lapsed if the 

application ,s made within one year from 

thB dat ° of 1,10 l»t order against Z 
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party against whom execution is applied 
for. In this case, there was no order made 
against the judgment debtor by the Re. 
gistrar or the Court of Small Causes within 
a year of the 21st December 1915. Con- 
sequently, the operative portion of sub- 
clause (1) applies; and it was incumbent 
upon the Registrar to have issued the 
notice to the petitioner before directing his 
arrest. The learned Vakil for the counter- 
petitioner said that the order was competent 
under sub clause (2), but that sub-clause 
requires that the Court should be satisBed 
that in the interests of justice, an order 
should be made without notice to the 
other side. The Registrar has recorded no 
reasons for holding that it was absolutely 
necessary in the iuterest of justice . that 
the arrest of the petitioner should be 
ordered at once. My attention was drawn 
also to a case decided by Ayling and 
Srinivasa Aiyangar, JJ., where they hold that 
if there are no merits, the Court is not 
bound to interfere under section 115, Civil 
Procedure Code. But the order made by 
the Registrar goes to the very root of his 
jurisdiction. I am not prepared to condone 
the manifest illegality by saying that the 
petitioner has no merits. I must set 

aside his order; the money in deposit 

should be paid over to the petitioner. 
I make no order as to costs. 

Petition allouted, 

v. r. r. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

ArrKAL from Original Decker No. 10 

of 1916. 

May 31, 1917. 

Ptesent: Mr. Justice Sharfuddin and 

Mr. Justice Roe. 

BIBI SOG R A — P laintiff — Appellant 


MOHAMMAD SAYEED — Defendant— 

Respondent. 

M nham mada n La w—lhiwr— Discord between husban d 

f !• >r ‘ ,c dissolution of marriage at instance of 

, ( , otl> ’ whether can decrease or increase con - 
troctcd amount-Dirorce, effect off 

ii S)un tuddin, J. — A Court of Law has no power 

so ,ho 0O,llracted amount of 
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Where there has been a divorce it is immaterial 
whether the dower was prompt or deferred, as after 
the cessation of the relationship of husband and wife 
either by death or divorce, the dower, if not already 
paid, becomes due. [p. 673, col. 2.] 

Per Roe , J . — Under the Muhammadan Law when 
discords originate between married parties or when 
the wife herself is anxious to obtain a divorce without 
any justifiable cause, she has simply to abandon her 
claim to the settlement in order to secure a dissolution 
of her marriage, [p. 674, col. 2.] 

Appeal from a decision of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, 1st Court, Shahabad, Arrah, 
dated the 31st July 1916. 

Messrs. A. K. Roy and Tarakeswar Pal 
Choudhry , for the Appellant. 

Mr. Muhammad Hossan Jan , for the 

Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sharfoddin, J. — This is an appeal in a 
dower suit instituted by an old lady named 
Bibi bogra against her husband named 
Mohammad Sayeed. The plaintiffs case 
is that she was married to the defendant 
in 1875 on a dower of Rs. 40,000 and 
two gold mohurs and the whole of that 
amount she alleges to be prompt. She has 
brought this suit only for Rs. 20,000 
and alleges that her husband in 1905 
having married the daughter of a hawker 
began to ill-treat her and practically stopped 
maintaining her, and that only occasionally 
he used to give her Rs, 5 to Rs. 10. On 
the 12th April 1914, she says she went 
to her husband and demanded money for 
her maintenance. On this demand he got 
so enraged that he divorced her by uttering 
three times in Hindustani “ Ham tumkc 
talakdia This, as already observed, happened 
on the 12th of April 1914. On the 23rd 
April, i.e. t 10 or 11 days after the divorce 
the present suit was instituted. 

On behalf of the defendant it is alleged 
that the dower fixed at the time of the 
marriage was not Rs. 40,000 and two 
gold mohurs but only 500 dinars which is 
equivalent to Rs. 160 or so, and that 
this was a deferred dower. Then he 
further said that on the date of the alleged 
talak he was at Gya. The Subordinate 
Judge who tried the suit gave a decree 
to the plaintiff for a sum of Rs. 6,000 
and this he did on a consideration of the 
position in life of* the parties concerned. 
The Subordinate Judge’s decree of 

43 


Rs. 6,000 cannot stand. The Courts of Law 
have no power to increase or decrease a 
contracted amount. There is an Act in 
Oudh no doubt, under which such a thing 
is possible, but that Act is not in force 
in this Province. If the case was proved, 
the Subordinate Judge should have given 
a full decree. If it was not proved he 
should have dismissed the suit. 

The plaintiff’s case depends on two facts;— 
Firstly , what was the amount of the 
dower and whether it was prompt or 
deferred. If it was prompt, it becomes due 
on demand; and if it was deferred, it 
becomes due on the death of either of 
the parties or on a divorce; secondly , 
whether or not there was a divorce by 
the husband on the 12th April. Because, 
if there was a divorce, it was immaterial 
for the purpose of the present suit whether 
the dower was prompt or deferred, as 
after the cessation of the relationship of 
husband and wife either by death or divorce, 
the dower, if not already paid, becomes due. 

1 propose to take the question as to 
the nature of the dower. According to 
the plaintiff’s case, a sum of Rs. 40,000 
and two gold mohurs were fixed as a 
prompt dower. Her case is that the 
husband has always been ill-treating her and 
that the ill-treatment came to a climax 
when he married the other girl in 1905. 
It is surprising that although the plaintiff 
had been ill-treated for so many years 
she never made a demand for payment of 
the dower, because if it was prompt, she 
could have made the demand at any time 
she liked, but that she waited for being 
divorced in order to be able to make the 
demand. In her evidence during the trial 
she says: I was waiting for the talak to 
institute the suit, as people had told 
me that it could not be instituted without 
talak .” That statement clearly indicates * 
that the dower could not have been prompt, 
because if it had been prompt, she need 
not have waited until the divorce. The 
evidence on that point is also meagre. 

I now come to the question of talak . 
The talak has been attempted to be 
proved by the evidence of the plaintiff 
herself, her maid servant named Mongh- 
lanian and a relation named Mohiban. 
The plaintiff herself appears to be a very 
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excitable woman. She brought the suit in 
forma pauperis and in the earlier proceedings 
she was examined as a witness and in that 
statement of hers she said that the talak was 
pronounced three times by the husband in the 
presence of Monghlanian, Wajid, Gaffur 
and Kaiyaum and several others. She 
did not name Mobiban in this connection 
when she was examined at the earlier stage. 
Mohiban was examined during the trial 
and she says: “l did not see any male in 
the angina. I cannot say whether any 
came outside. I know the plaintiff’s brother 
Wajid. I cannot say whether it is true or 
false that Wajid was also present at the 
time of the talak. ” If Wajid was present 
he would no doubt on hearing the words 
talak would begin to remonstrate with his 
brother in-law or at least take some part 
in the affair but it is surprising that Mon- 
ghlanian does not at all remember whether 
Wajid was or was not present at the time. 
Mohiban is a relation of the defendant. She 
says she was present but she does not say 
that she heard the husband pronouncing the 
talak three times successively. So her evi- 
dence is of no value. I do not think, there- 
fore, that talak had been proved. 

It has been urged on behalf of the lady 
that it is very improbable that an old and 
respectable lady would bring a false suit 
against her husband alleging that she had 
been divorced by her husband. That is 
true, but at the same time it is also very 
improbable that an old man in the position 
of the defendant Mohammad Sayeed, who 
was a Sub-Registrar, would ever think of 
demeaning himself by a conduct which is 
never approved of in a deoent society in this 
Provinoe. What seems to me to have been 
the case i3 that the lady Bibi Sogra was in- 
censed at the oonduct of her husband in his 
bringing into the house a co-wife and sinoe 
then disagreement commenced. The second 
wife has given a son and a daughter to the 
old man and the apprehension on the part of 
the first wife and her friends and advisers 
was that inasmuch as since the second mar- 
riage of her husband the plaintiff had been 
more or less discarded, it was probable that 
whatever estate the defendant was possessed 
of may be given by the defendant to the 
second wife and the children by her and she, 
therefore, went to the husband to make a 


demand of her dower and to -bring about a 
talak if that was possible. Although I do 
not believe that the talak took place it is 
quite possible that she may have gone for 
that purpose in order that she may 
institute a suit for the payment of the dower. 
The present appeal by the plaintiff has been 
brought against the deduction of her 

olaim from Rs. 20,000 to 6,000 by the 

Subordinate Judge. There is also a cross- 
objection on behalf of the defendant against 
the decree awarded by the Subordinate Judge 
to the plaintiff for Rs. 6,000 and the result 
of the present appeal is that the appeal is 
dismissed. Cross-objection allowed. 

Roe, J. — 1 agree. I see from the book in 
Muhammadan Law by Mr. Ameer Ali that when 
a discord originates between married parties 
with the wife, or when she herself is anxious 
to obtain a divorce without any justifiable 
cause, she has simply to abandon her olaim 
to the settlement in order to secure a dis- 
solution of her marriage. In the oase before 
us although the lady says that she had been 
habitually ill-treated there is no real indi- 
cation of this on the record. Discord seems 
to have originated in the husband’s love for 
the younger and oomelier woman. It was 
natural, therefore, that the lady would take 
steps to get a divorce and would be prone to., 
imagine that she ha<J succeeded in getting a 
divorce. 

I entirely agree with my learned brother 
that there was no such divorce. The plaint- 
iff’s suit should have been dismissed. I 
agree that it be now dismissed with costa 
here and in the lower Court. 

Appeal dismissed: 

Cross -objection alloiced. 


OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S ’ 

COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 116 ok 1916. 

July 17, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Stuart, J. C. 
Musammat GILL1 and others — Defendants 

— Appellants 
versus 

HIRA LAL — Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Restitution of conjugal rights , stn'f /or— Legal cruelty 
— Liquor, use of , 
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Where it was found that a husband was addicted 
to the use of alcohol and that occasionally he beat his 
wife when he was the worse for liquor: 

Held, that these facts fell short of establishing legal 
cruelty, so as to debar him from suing successfully 
to obtain a decree for restitution of conjugal rights. 

Appeal from the decree of the District 
Judge, Lucknow, dated the *22nd January 
1916, confirming the order of the Munsif, 
South Unao, dated the 23rd June 1915. 

Mr. Fakhruddin Hasan , for the Appellants. 

JUDGMENT. — The sole question for 
decision in this appeal is whether it is 
established on the findings of fact of the 
lower Court that legal cruelty has been 
committed by the plaintiff-respondent of 
such a nature as to debar him from suing 
successfully to obtain a decree for restitution 
of conjugal rights. In order to establish 
legal cruelty it is necessary to establish 
actual violence of such a character as to 
endanger personal health or safety, or to 
establish the existence of a reasonable ap- 
prehension that such violence will be com- 
mitted. On the facts before me it is 
established that the plaintiff-respondent is 
addicted to the use of alcohol and that he 
is occasionally the worse for liquor. When 
he is the worse for liquor he has been 
known to beat his wife. But it is not 
established that he is habitually the worse 
for liquor, that he habitually beats his wife 
or that he has ever assaulted her with 
brutality. While on the one hand it is 
very necessary that a woman should be 
protected against a brutal or dangerous 
husband, Court should not deprive a husband 
of the society of his wife on the ground 
of occasional lapses and unless something ’ 
more than occasional lapses is established, 
or unless it is established that there has been 
grave injury or any real danger, a Court 
cannot find that cruelty in the legal sense 

( exists. In this particular case the evidence 
falls far short of establishing legal cruelty. 

I dismiss this appeal. The appellants 
will pay their own costs and those of the 
respondent. 

Appeal dismissed . 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 326 of 1915. 

April 2, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Scott-Smith and 
Mr. Justice Broadway. 

HARI CHAND —Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

MAGHI MAL and others — Defendants — 

Respondents. 

Registration Act ( XVI of 19081, s. 17 (b)— Tasfia- 
liama praying for decree in accordance therewith 
whether compulsorily registrable — Intention — Civil 
Procedure Code (Act V of 1908J, 0. XXIII, r. 3 
— Agreement dealing with matters not included in 
claim, whether lawful. 

Where a document stamped with an eight-annas^ 
Court-fee stamp headed “ tasfxanama ba adalat 
District Judge, Ludhiana,” commenced by describing 
the parties in detail and saying that they had various : 
disputes between themselves and that certain pro-) 
perty in the possession of the defendants shall be. 
given to the plaintiff and concluded with a pi'ayer to. 
the Court that a decree to that effect may be passed 
in favour of the plaintiff: 

Held, that the intention of the parties was that 
the document should be presented to the Court in 
order that a decree should be passed by the Court in 
accordance therewith, and that, therefore, it was a : 
petition addressed to the Court and as such did not- 
require registration, [p. 677, col. 1.] • 

A compromise is not unlawful within the meaning, 
of Order XXIII, rule 3, Civil Procedure Code, merely) 
because it deals with matters not included in the’ 
claim. In such a case the Court should see how? 
far it relates to the matters in suit and should' pass, 
a decree in regard to those matters. £p. 677, col. 1.} 

First appeal from the order of the' 
Subordinate Judge, first Class, Ludhiana, - 
dated the 22nd January 1915. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick , for the Appellant. 

Rai Sahib Lala Mott Sagar and Lala 
Kanshi Ram , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an appeal from 
an order of the Subordinate Judge, . 1st 
Class, Ludhiana, refusing to reoord an 
agreement of compromise and to pass a 
decree thereon under the provisions of 
Order XXIII, rule 3 of the Civil Procedure 
Code. Hari Chand, plaintiff-appellant, 
brought a suit for possession of property 
on the ground that he was the adopted 
son of Jiwan Mai, deceased, and the 16th 
November 1914 was fixed by the Court 
for recording evidence; but on the 23rd 
of October an official of the Zira Tahsil 
in the Ferozepore District produced in the 
Court a razinama said to have been attested 
by the parties in the presence of the 
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Tahsildar of Zira which he said he had 
been ordered by the said Tahsildar to pro- 
duce. One of the parties to this document, 
viz., Chilean Lai defendant was not present 
on that day, but he appeared subsequently 
and said that he had signed the compromise 
under undue influence. He made other 
objections also and the Court framed the 
following issues : — 

1. Did the defendant sign the razinama 
under undue influence P 

2. If not, should it be considered defective 
in any other way? 

The Court after recording evidence held 
that the defendant had not established the 
plea of undue influence, but refused to 
act on the compromise on two grounds ; 
(I), that it had not been presented by 
the parties in Court in the first instance 
but had been presented to the Tahsildar 
who forwarded it to the Court; and (2) 
that the document required registration. 
As the document had not been registered 
the Court held that it was not a lawful 
agreement within the meaning of Order 
XXIII, rule 3, Civil Procedure Code. With 
regard to the first ground mentioned above, 
it is now admitted that the mere fact that 
the document was sent to the Court by 
the Tahsildar makes no difference. The 
document was actually received by the lower 
Court which proceeded to enquire into its 
validity. All the parties admitted having 
executed the agreement, although Chiman 
Lai defendant pleaded undue influence 
and raised various other objections which 
were 6aid to render the agreement unlawful. 
The lower Court says that it bases its 
view as to whether the document required 
registration upon the principles discussed 
in Mmli lJhar v. Gobind Ram, (1) and 
Khair-ul-Nisa v. Bahadur Ali (2). In the 
latter case the compromise affected immove- 
able property over Rs. 100 in value, 
was signed by the parties, attested by 
witnesses and stamped with an eight-annas 
Court-fee stamp and addressed to the 
Court setting forth the namos of the parties 
and the nature of the claim and was tiled 


(1) 20 Inti. Cus. 817; 20 1’. R. 1914; 300 P. L. R. 
1913; 205 P. W. R. 1913. 

(2) 27 P. K. 1906; 11 P. L. R. 1906. 


in Court. The Court thereupon examined 
the parties, who repeated in full detail all 
that was set forth in the dooument and 
concluded by expressly requesting it to 
dismiss the suit in accordance with the 
terms of the document. The Court accord- 
ingly wrote an order reciting the said 
terms and dismissed the suit as prayed. 
It was held that this document did not 
require registration under section 17 ( b ) 
of the Registration Act and was admissible 
in evidence; because (a) it was a mere 
application to the Court informing it of 
the terms of the agreement entered into 
by the parties out of Court and as such 
neither created nor declared rights so as 
to require registration, and (6) it wa 9 
submitted to and acted upon judicially by 
the Court and was in i tsslf a step of 
judicial procedure not requiring registration. 
This ruling was followed in Altirli Dhar v. 
Gobind Ram (1). In the present case the 
document in question is stamped with an 
eight-annas Court- fee stamp and is headed 
tasfiariama ha adalat District Judge, Lndhiana. 
It commences by describing the parties 
in detail and saying that they had various 
disputes between themselves and that certain 
property in the possession of Maghi Mai 
and Chiman Lai defendants, shall be given 
to Hari Chand plaintiff. It then goes on 
to deal with .several matters such as the 
realization of the outstanding debts, etc., 
and concludes with the following words : 
Lihaza yeh tasfiariama likk diya keh bamnjab 
iske digri bahaq Hari Chand mudai barhhiluf 
Maghi Mai wa Chiman Lai mudu alehien 
jaidad munlarja bala ki )iski tashrih Hari 
Chand mudai ko deni ki upar karigai hai 
bila kharcha adalat dijawe. 

In our opinion this dooument was clearly 
intended to be of the nature of a petition 
addressed to the Court which set forth the 
terms of the agreement come to between 
the parties and was to be presented in 
Court in order that a decree should be 
passed in Hari Chand’s favour against 
Maghi Mai and Chiman Lai in regard to 
certain properties specified therein. In the 
case reported as Khair-ul-Nisa v. Bahadur 
Ali (2), the terms of the document then in 
dispute were set forth and there was then 
also no distinct prayer to the Court to 
dismiss the suit. It is not necessary that 
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there should be a distinet prayer to this 
effect. All that is necessary to state is 
what the intention of the parties to the 

2 ee “• In . our opinion there can be no 
doubt that in the present case the inten- 
tion was that the document should be 
presented in the Court and that a decree 
should be passed by the Court in accord- 
ance therewith. We, therefore, hold that 
the document was a petition addressed to 

the Court and as suoh does not require 
registration. 

^ regard to undue influence, the decision 
of the Subordinate Judge is somewhat 
summary and other objections as to the 
compromise having been unlawful have not 

ir n hv d T P l Se V f ' i?" 6 P °‘ nt urged before 

us by Lala Kanshi Ram, Counsel for the 
respondents, was that the compromise was 
unlawful because it dealt with matters not 
included in the claim. Rule 3 of Order 
AAU1 expressly provides for such a case 
for it lays down that the Court on being 
satisfied that there has been a lawful 
agreement shall pass a decree in accordance 

Wb?t W tV S n far , ^ relates t0 the 

What the Court then would have to do 
would be to see how far the compromise 
relates to the matters in suit. It can 
then pass a decree in regard to those 
matters and should not pass a decree in 
regard to anything else. The main question 
for decision is whether Chiman Lai consented 
to the compromise and if so is it for any 
other reason unlawful. 

We accordingly accept the appeal and 
setting aside the order of the lower Court 
remand the case thereto for re-deoision of 
the above question after consideration of 
the evidence on the record and the objec- 
tions put in by Chiman Lai. We note 
that the parties closed their evidence in 
the lower Court and we see no reason 
why they should be allowed now to produce 
further evidence. At the same time we 
think that the Tahsildnr who is said to 
have received the razinama and forwarded 1 
lfc to the Court should be examined as to 
what took place in his presence We 1 

direct accordingly that his evidence should i 
be recorded provided that either of the i 
parties desires that this should be done. 

Costs of this Court will be costs in the 1 
ca s e. 


Appeal accepted 


3 UPPER BURMA JUDICIAL COMMIS- 

J SIONER’S COURT. 

’ Second Civil Appeal No. 220 of 1916 
’ March 19, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Rigg, A C 

• NGA MEIK and another— Plaintiffs— 

! Appellants. 

versus 

^^1 Defendant— Respondent 

97 -slit’ 0 ™ 11 - 1 ' 6 , °°u, e (Act Vof ,908 ).<"''- SO, 2(2.) 

p S t ■ n 9 ainst P'M'C servant— Notice, necessity of 
-Prchm>nary decree, what is-Appeal. ' * ° f 

Plaintiffs sued defendant, the Bench Clerk of a <?„h 

giShe defend 611 ! 1 C ° Uld - n0t be iDstituted without 

80 of the 

aecreettrr, (1)^ 

tsdrgg&r - is 

FWwarJff ess eSrs? 

fore, appealable, [p. 678, col. 2.] ’ there * 

Mr' s' M f F - iUa t V ' f ° r the A PP elli »n‘s- 
Mr. s. Mukerjee, for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. - The respondent, Maung 

Gy., was the Bench Clerk of the Sub-DivL 

sued him J ?or'th thin ' The a PP ell «nt8 
suea nim tor the recovery of a an*» t 

money they alleged they had lost through 
h.s carelessness ,n losing or concealing an 
application for an execution of a decree 
which became time barred through the 
loss. They asserted in the plaint tba* 
about the 10th February 1915 they 8 ert 

the defendant, Maung Gyi, a notice under 

section 80 Code of Civil Procedure, but 
denied that any notice was necessary. The 
receipt of the notice was not admitted 
and a Preliminary issue was fixed as tn 

T W “ er , 8 “° h noti f was necessary or not 
The Sub-Divisional Judge decided that it 
was and on appeal the decision was „„ L J 
The date of the decision of the SubGJivi’ 
sional Judge was the 19th January U 1 

ing of evidence. On the 5th eA 

the appeal was filed and was decM^Vif’ 
same day. On the 7th t he ® ded „ tbe 

failed to produce any evidence anflbe^ 


678 


INDIAN OASES. 


tl91? 


NGA MEIK V. NGA GYI. 

suit, was dismissed under Order XVII, 
rule 3. The final order was one rejecting 
the plaint under Order VII, rule 11 (d). The 
rule did not apply to the ease, as there 
was no statement in the plaint from which 
it appeared that the suit was barred by 
law. The District Court dismissed the 
appeal. In his judgment the District Judge 
pointed out that Order XVII, rule 3, had 
no application to the case as the hearing 
had not been adjourned at the instanoe 
of the appellants, but at the same time he 
said that the appellants had no valid excuse 
for not producing their evidence on the 
date fixed for hearing. 

The appellants appeal to this Court on 
the ground that there has been a substantial 
error in the procedure of the Sub-Divisional 
Court in not granting an adjournment on 
payment of costs for the issue of subpoenas 
to their witnesses after the dismissal of 
the appeal on the 5th February. Two 
other points have been argued at the 
hearing: (1) whether notice was necessary 
to Maung Gyi under section 80, Code of 
Civil Procedure, and (2) whether the 
lower Appellate Court had power to decide 
the point, as the decision of the prelimi- 
nary issue was not, it is contended, a 
decree. As regards the latter points, I 
am of opinion that the lower Appellate 
Court erred in entertaining the first appeal. 

Decree is defined in section 2 (2), 
Code of Civil Procedure, as the formal 
expression of an adjudication which, so far 
as regards the Court expressing it, con- 
clusively determines the rights of the 
parties with regard to all or any of the 
matters in controversy in the suit, and 
the decree may be either preliminary or 
final. In the present case there was no 
formal expression of adjudication, and 
none was ever asked fo. and refused. 
Undoubtedly if the expression “matters in 
controversy” be interpreted in its widest 
sense, it would include every question in 
dispute between the parties. The result 
of such an interpretation would be that the 
parties would be bound to appeal under 
section 97 of the Code against every 
issue that was decided against them 
in the course of the trial, and litigation 
would be prolonged indefinitely. Order 
XV, rule 3, provides that where the parties 


are at issue on some question of law or fact 
and issues have been framed, if the Court 
is satisfied that no further argument or 
evidence than the parties can at once 
adduce is required upon such of the issues 
as may be sufficient for the decision of 
the suit, the Court may proceed to deter- 
mine such issues, and if the finding there- 
on is sufficient for the decision, may 
pronounce judgment accordingly whether 
the summons has been issued for the 
settlement of issues only, or the final dis- 
posal of the case, provided that where 
the summons has been issued for the 
settlement of issues only, the parties or 
their Pleaders are present and none of 
them objects. Under section 33, a decree 
must follow on the judgment. A deoree 
of this kind may be either a final or 
preliminary deoree: it is based on some 
preliminary point or points that are held 
to govern the whole case. Besides this 
Order XXI, rules 12-18, speoify oases 
where a preliminary deoree can be passed. 

If these provisions are borne in mind, it 
will be seen that the adjudication referred 
to in the definition of a deoree is an 
adjudication granting or refusing any of 
the reliefs claimed in the plaint, and 
embodied in a formal declaration. . All 
that the decision of the Sub-Divisional 
Judge amounted to was to declare that 
the notice was necessary. The appellants 
said that notice had been given, and an appeal 
against the Sub-Divisional Judge’s deoision 
was clearly premature. 

With reference to the necessity of notice, 

I have no doubt that the Courts below 
svere right in affirming it. Maung Gyi 
is a public officer and he reoeived the 
application for execution in that capaoity. 
In the absence of the Judge, paragraph 
554, Upper Burma Courts Manual, provides 
that applications shall be reoeived by a 
clerk, whose duty it is to note on the 
application the date of receipt. 

There is certainly no proof on the 
record that notice was ever sent to Maung 
Gyi of the suit. The question is whether 
the lower Courts were right in dismissing 
the suit without giving the appellants a 
further opportunity for calling evidence. 
The only excuse given for failing to apply^for 
summonses for witnesses is that the plaintiffs* 
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appellants were appealing to the District 
Court. They did not ask the Sub-Divisional 
Judge to stay the case pending the result of 
the appeal, which was only filed two days 
before the case came on for hearing, and was 
summarily rejected. \ am of opinion that 
the excuse was a very weak one and that 
the appellants ought to have had thfir 
witnesses in attendance. They had ample 
time for applying for the issue of sum- 
mons. The appeal is dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 753 

of 1916. 

May 17, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Sharfuddin and 

Mr. Justice Roe. 

JAI PANDE —Defendant — Appellant 

VBTSU 8 - 

JALDHARI RAUT — Plaintiff — 

Respondent. 

; Malicious search, damages for, suit for— Complaint 

to Magistrate-Search by Police -Complainant, liabi- 
lity of. 

Where a certain result is the inevitable consequence 
•f a certain action, the party guilty of the action is 
responsible for the result. A complaint of theft to 
responsible authority must inevitably result in the 
search of the house of the person accused of the 
offence. A search caused by a malicious complaint 
is, therefore, a malicious search. The party respon- 
sible for a malicious complaint is responsible for 
damages resulting from the malicious search. 

Appeal from a decision of the Subordinate 

Judge, Muzaffarpur, dated the 15th March 
1916. 

Mr. A . K . Roy, for the Appellant. 

Mr. Ganesh T)utta Singh , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — In this case it has been 
found as a fact that the appellant without 
probable or reasonable cause informed a 
Magistrate that the respondent had committed 
theft in his house. In consequence of that 
information an enquiry was made by the 
Police. The respondent’s house was searched 
and the case was reported by the Police to 
be untrue as against the respondents. The 
Courts below have awarded the respondent 
Rs. 20 as damages for the injury caused by 
the house search. Against this decision 
the defendant appeals, 


It is urged that inasmuch as no summons 
or warrant was issued to the respondents 
they suffered no damage in that no proceed- 
ings were actually instituted against them and 
in support of this view the case of Qolap Jan 
v. Bhola Nath Khelry (1) is quoted. It is to be 
noted that in that case reference is made to 
cases in which there has been malicious 
arrest and malicious search. It is argued 
for the appellant in this case that there 
was no malicious search. There is no 
evidence on the record to show that the 
appellant asked the Police to search the 
respondent’s house, but it is a common rule 
of law that where a certain result is the 
inevitable oonsequence of a certain action, 
the party guilty of the action is responsible 
for the result. A complaint of theft to 
responsible authority must inevitably result 
in the search of the house of the person 
accused of the offence. A search caused by a 
malicious complaint is, therefore, a malicious 
search. The party responsible for the mali- 
oious complaint is responsible for damages 
resulting from the malicious search. 

The appeal on the main ground, therefore, 
fails. 

The learned Vakil for the appellant next 
urges that the Munsif has erred in giving 
the plaintiff costs on the full amount claimed 
that is Rs. 280 when the damages actually 
awarded were Rs. 20 only. In view of the 
fact that the defendant maintained throughout 
the proceedings that complaint was true, 
there is clearly nothing improper in the 
exercise of the Munsif’s discretion with 
regard to costs. The appeal fails in this 
respect also. 

The appeal is dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 

(1) 11 Ind. Cas. 311; 38 C. 880; 15 C. W. N, 917 
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APPALA RAJA t. RANGAPPA NAICKER. 

MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Civil Miscellaneous Petition No. 2358 

of 1916. 

February 13, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar and 

Mr. Justice Spencer. 

APPALA RAJA and others — Respondents 

Nos. 1 to 3 — Petitioners 

versus 

RANGAPPA NAICKER and others — 
Appellants and Respondent No. 4 — 

Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (4c/ V of i908), 109, 110, 

0. XLV, r. 3 — Privy Council , appeal to— Certi- 
ficate, condition* for grant of — Easement, decree as to, 
rights of — Value of subject-matter — Value of claims or 
right affected — ‘ Substantial question of law,' meaning of 

* Property ' in section 110, para, 2, meaning of. 

Where the subject-matter of a suit is an alleged 
easement right, which is negatived by the final 
decree of the High Court, the real value of that 
right, for the purpose of an appeal to the Privy 
Council under the first paragraph of section 110, 
Civil Procedure Code, can be properly ascertained 
onl v on the basis of the detriment or injury which 
tho party claiming the right would sustain by its 
being negatived. And where the actual detriment or 
injury caused does not amount to 1U. 10,000, it is not a 
tit case for the grant of a certificate under paragraph 
1 of section 110, Civil Procedure Code [p. G81, col. 1.] 
Paragraph 2 of section 110, Civil Procedure Code, 
is intended to extend tho privilege given by tho 
first paragraph only to cases where a claim regarding 
rights of Us. 10,00) or upwards in value is involved 
indirectly, though not directly. The second paragraph 
means that the suit must, to satisfy its conditions, 
involve rights and claims to property which rights 
and claims are worth Ks. 10,0C0 and upwards, not 
that the rights affect properties whose value is 
Its. 10,000 and upwards, [p. <581, cols. 1 & 2.] 

Under paragraph 3 of section 110, the case must 
involve a question of law of general interest or im- 
portance, and not the application of the law to tho 
particular facts of the case. [p. C81, col. 2.] 

per Sadasiva Aiyar, J. — The word ‘property* in 
the second paragraph of section 110, Civil Procedure 
Code, means rights in property inferior to full 
ownership where such inferior rights alone aro tho 
subject-matter in dispute. [p. GNl, col. 1.] 

Per Spencer, J. — When some subsidiary interest, 
such ns an easement of inconsiderable value attached 
to property of great value, is in dispute, the value of 
tho property alTected rather than tho value of tho 
subject-matter of the suit should determine the right 
of appeal. The claim must be one “to or respecting 
property” of Ks. 10,000 in value, not a claim merely 
affecting property ol' such value, [p. C82, col. 2.] 

Petition, presented tinder Order XLV, rule 
3 of the Code of Civil Procedure, praying 
for the grant of a certificate enabling the 
petitioners to appeal to His Majesty in 
Council, against the decree of the High 
Court in Second Appeal No. 1198 of 1913, 
preferred to the High Court against the 


decree of the Court of the Temporary Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Sivaganga, in Appeal Suit 
No. 891 of 1911, Original Suit No. 24 of 
1909, on the file of the Court of the District 
Munsif, Srivilluputtur. 

Messrs. T. R. Venkatarama Sastri and M. 8. 

V aidyanadha Aiyar , for the Appellants. 

Messrs. V. Ramesam and A. S . Viswanadha , 
for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sadasiva Aiyar, J.— This is an application 
by the plaintiffs (who were respondents be- 
fore us in Second Appeal No. 1198 of 1913) 
for leave to appeal to the Privy Council 
against the judgment of this Court which 
reversed the decision of the Subordinate 
Judge of Sivaganga and dismissed the 
plaintiffs’ suit. The application for leave is 
based on the ground that the decree of this 
Court relates to a subject-matter whose 
value was Rs. 10,000 or upwards, in the 
Court of first instance and the subject-matter 
in dispute on appeal to His Majesty in 
Council is also of the same value and that, 
therefore, the application fulfils the require- 
ments of the first paragraph of section 110, 
Civil Procedure Code. It is further alleged 
that the decree involves direotly or indirectly 
some claim or question to or respecting pro- 
perty of like amount or value, and hence itfur- 
ther or in the alternative, satisfies the require- 
ment of the second paragraph of section 110, 
Civil Procedure Code. It is finally contended 
that even if neither of the above require- 
ments is fulfilled, the application satisfies the 
conditions of paragraph 3 of section 110 
Civil Procedure Code, numely, that there is a 
substantial question of law involved in the 
suit on whioh it is advisable that there should 
be a pronouncement by their Lordships of the 
Frivy Counoil. 

it may be remarked that in the plaint, 
the subject-matter in dispute in the suit is 
valued at Rs. 300 for purposes of jurisdiction. 
The Court-fee paid on the plaint is Rs. 118 0 
which would cover a subject-matter of a value 
of about Rs. 140 only. No doubt, the value 
for the purpose of calculation of Court-fees ai.d 
the value fixed for the purpose of jurisdic- 
tion in lcsieot of claims for declarations 
and ii junctions do not affoid in all cases the 
piojei criteria for finding out the yalpe of 
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the subject-matter in dispute for purposes 
of ascertaining whether the requirements of 
the first paragraph of section 110 are satisfied. 
Now the subject-matter in dispute, in this 
case is the right of the plaintiffs to have 
the water of the Tbalaigidanga pond and 
of the channel B for the irrigation of their 
fields. The real value of that right can be 
properly ascertained only on the basis of the 
detriment or injury which the plaintiffs 
would suffer if that right is negatived as 
it has been. The affidavit in support of 
the application for leave mentions in para- 
graphs 14, 15 and 16, that the plaintiffs 
have suffered (either by the decreased value 
of the lands or by the decrease of the annual 
average income) an injury whose pecuniary 
equivalent amounted to very much more than 
Rs. 10,000, But the finding of the District 
Munsif to whom this question was referred by 
this Court for his opinion which we accept) 
is that the actual detriment or injury caused 
to the plaintiffs does not amount to 
Rs. 10, COO and is negligible so far as 
pecuniary value is concerned. It seems to 
me, therefore, that so far as the first paragraph 
of section 110 is concerned, this case does 
not fulfil the requirements thereof. 

Then Mr. Yenkatarama Sastriar argued 
that the requirements of the second paragraph 
are fulfilled beoause though the subject- 
matter of the suit and the subject-matter in 
dispute on appeal to His Majesty in Council 
may be less than Rs. 10,000 in value, the 
decree of this Court involves a claim “res- 
pecting 5 ’ irrigation of lands which lands are 
worth more than a lakh of rupees. If the 
word property’ in the second paragraph 
of seotion 110 be given the widest meaning 
and if the word respecting’ is also 
given a very wide interpretation, the 
above argument has no doubt much force. 
But in construing the word ^property’ in 
the second paragraph, we cannot lose sight 
of the first paragraph of seotion 110 to 
^vhich the second is an alternative. I 
think property’ in the second paragraph 
of section 1 10 means rights in property 
inferior to full ownership where such inferior 
rights alone are the subject-matter in dis- 
pute. Hence the second paragraph means 
that the suit must, to satisfy its conditions, 
involve rights and (Jairas to property 
which rights and claims are worth 


Rs. 10,000 and upwards. I am fortified in 
this view by the decision of Sir Lawrence 
Jenkins, C. J. and Mr. Justice Russel in De 
Silva v. De Silvai 1). The case in Ajuas Kooer 
v. Musammat Lutepja (2) also lends support 
to this view as being the only reasonable 
view of the law on this point. No doubt 
the provisions of the second paragraph of 
section 110 had not been enacted on the date 
of that decision, but I think the second 
paragraph only intended to extend theprivilege 
given by the first paragraph (in so far as 
it enabled an appeal to be filed even though 
the dispute directly involved in the litigation 
sought to be taken up to the Privy Council 
was less than Rs. 10,000) only to cases 
where a claim regarding rights of Rs. 10,000 
or upwards in value is involved indirectly , 
though not directly . Whether directly 
or indirectly involved, on the question, 
however, as to what is the thing which 
should be Rs. 10,000 or upwards in value so 
as to justify an appeal to the Privy Council, 

I think that the oase in Ajuas Kooer v. Musam- 
mat Luleefa (2) furnishes an authority 
which is entitled to great respect. 

Coming to the third paragraph of seotion 
110, I have considered in the case in 
Ayya Raghunatha v. Thirumalai Echambadi 
(3) the question as to what should 
be the nature of the substantial point of law 
of general interest involved which would 
justify a certificate being granted under 
Order ALV, rule 3, last clause of sub- 
section 1 read with seotion 109, clause 
(c) and the last paragraph of section 110. In 
this case, the only questions of law really 
involved seem to come under a few heads, 
one of them being whether Oldfield, J., 
and myself were right in stating in our 
first judgment in this oase that no plea of 
lost grant was put forward by the plaintiffs. 
The other questions as to the extent of the 
right of the Government to regulate the flow 
of water for irrigation and as to whether 
the plaintiffs are entitled to a prescriptive 
right by sufficiently long enjoyment are 
questions which (so far as they involve 
questions of law) have been considered in 
several cases both by the Privy Council 

(1) 6 Bom. L. R. 403 at p. 406. 

(2) 18 W. R. 21. 

(3) 31 Ind. Cas. 46; 2 L. W. 992; 18 M. L. T. 366; 

(1915) M, W. N, 910, 
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and by this High Court and I do not think 
that any new question is involved in this 
case which makes it desirable to have a 
fresh pronouncement from their Lordships of 
the Privy Council. 

Mr. V'enkatarama Sastriar argued that the 
persistence and keen fighting spirit displayed 
by both his clients and their opponents in 
this litigation show that large substantial 
interests are really involved in the suit, 
substantial both as regards the pecuniary 
value of the interests and the legal questions 
of general importance involved. I am not, 
however, satisfied that the persistence and 
keenness may not be due more to sentimental 
considerations and to the not uncommon 
spirit of factious rivalry between land-holders 
of neighbouring villages. I would, therefore, 
refuse this application and dismiss it with 
costs. 

Spencer, J. — On the first point, it is clear 
that the subjeot-matter in dispute in this case 
is not of the value of Rs. 10,000 or upwards. 
It was found by both the lower Courts, 
whose decisions of fact are binding on this 
Court in second appeal, that no material dimi- 
nution of water supply to which the plaintiffs 
were entitled had been caused by the defend- 
ant’s acts, and that no damage had been 
caused thereby to the plaintiffs’ lands. I think 
that ihe extent to which the property would 
be deteriorated in value by the decision of 
this Ccurt remaining unreversed as the 
proper criterion by which the value of the 
subject-matter of this suit should be tested. 
[See Ajujs Koner v. Musammat Luteeja (2).] 
Mr. Venkatarama Sastriar, however, 
argues on the second point that ihe case 
falls within the words of the second part of 
the section 110 of the Code of Civil Procedure 
and that the decree or final order involves 
directly or indirectly some claim or question 
to or respecting property of like amount or 
value,” in Do Silva v. Silva (1) an extreme 
case was suggested of a suit for a share of 
the value of Rs. 100 in an estate of the value 
of Rs. 10,000 being taken to the Privy 
Council. It was considered by the Court 
that if such an interpretation were placed 
upon the section, it would defeat the object 
of the section which is to prevent small 
cl urns from going to the Privy Council. 1 
consider that it was not intended by the 
Legislature that claims of trilling value should 


be taken up to the Privy Council unless 
the property directly or indirectly involved 
in the result of the litigation is of Rs. 10,000 
in value or upwards, and unless some 
substantial question relating to the right, 
title and interest in such property is directly 
or indirectly decided thereby. I do not 
think it can have been intended that when 
some subsidiary interest, such as an easement 
of inconsiderable value attached to property 
of great value, is in dispute, the value of the 
property affeoted rather than the value of the 
subject-matter of the suit should determine 
the right of appeal. The claim must be one 
“to or respecting property” of Rs. 10,000 in 
value, not a claim merely affecting property 
of such value. 

Thirdly , I am not satisfied that any 
question of law of general interest or import- 
ance is involved in this case. What the 
Judges had to consider was rather the 
application of the law to the particular faots 
of the case that was before them. I, therefore, 
agree in refusing the leave to appeal. 

Certificate refused. 

v. R. P. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Appsae from Apprllate Decree No. 3184 

of 1917. 

June 15, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 
BHUDHAR CHANDRA ROY 
CHOU DHURY — Plaintiff — Appellant 


CCIO 


NANDA LAL ROY and others — 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Benya 1 Tenancy Act ( VIII B. C. of 1885) *. 30, sub. 
see. (b)— Suit for enhancement of rent on ground of 

n f' n pr ! ce * * t(, pl e f°°d c rops — Evidence— Landlord, 
whether bound to prove price of crops at inception of 
tenancy. 

hi a suit for enhancement of rent on the ground 
that there has been a rise in the average local prices 
of staple food crops during the currency of the 
present rout, it is not incumbent upon the landlord, 

m order to enable him to get a decree for increased 

unit under the provisions of section 30, sub-section 
CO ot the Bengal Tenancy Act, to prove by positive 
evidence what was tho value of the staple food crops 
at the date of tho inception of tho tenancy in order 
to enable the Court to compare that valuo with the 

luntnt ist of prices kept by the Government under 
rol % J >l j’ vls,0,,s of Bie! Bengal Tenancy Act. [p. 6S3, 
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Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, 24-Pergannas, dated the 5th August 
1915, modifying that of the Settlement Officer, 
24 Pergannas, dated the 6th April 1914. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Babu Amarendra Nath Bose y for the Appel- 
lant. — The plaintiff sued for enhancement 
of rent on the ground that there has been 
a rise in the average local prices of staple 
food crops during the currency of the present 
rent. (Refers to section 30 (5;, Bengal 
Tenancy Act). The learned Judge has erred 
in law in asking the plaintiff to prove the 
price of staple food crops at the date of the 
beginning of the tenancy. Where an en- 
hancement is claimed on the ground of a 
rise in prices, the Court shall compare the 
average prices during the decennial period 
immediately preceding the institution of the 
suit with the average prices during such 
other period as it may appear equitable and 
practicable to take for comparison. That 
is the rule laid down in section 32, Bengal 
Tenancy Act and that section has got to 
be read along with section 30 (5) in this case. 
(Refers also to section 37, Bengal Tenancy 
Act). It is not possible for the landlord to 
prove the prices of staple food stuffs in 1848. 
The learned Judge has wrongly omitted to 
read section 30 (6) with sections 32 and 37 
Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Huro Prosad Roy v. Womatara Debee (1) 
points out the difficulties of the case. The 
Judge has found that there has been a rise 
in price for the last 25 years, still he has 
not decree on enhancement of rent. 

No one appeared for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal by the 
plaintiff against a judgment of the learned 
District Judge of the 24 Pergannas, 
dated the 5th August 1915, modifying 
the decision of the Assistant Settlement 
Officer of the same District. The suit was 
brought by the plaintiff for enhancement 
of rent on the ground that there had been a 
rise in the average local prices of staple food 
crops during the currency of the present 
rent. The tenancy, as found by the learned 
Judge, was created in the year 1848, and the 
view that the learned Judge has taken is 


LAL ROY. 

this, that in order to enable a landlord to 
claim an increased rent under the provisions 
of seotion 30, sub-section ( b ) of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, the landlord must prove by 
positive evidence what was the value of 
staple food crops at the date of the inception 
of the tenancy so that the Court could com- 
pare those prices when so proved with the 
current list that is kept by the Government 
under the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act and decide whether the landlord should 
or should not have an increase of rent. That 
seems to me to be an impossible view to 
take. First of all, it is not workable. 
Secondly , all these tenancies came into exist- 
ence earlier than 1848 and it is quite im- 
possible for a landlord to undertake to prove 
what were the local prices of staple food 
crops at the inception of the tenancy. The 
learned Judge ought not to have confined 
himself to this one section. If he had re- 
ferred to the Act he would have seen what 
the Courts do in a case that came under sec- 
tion 30 (b) of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
Section 32 coupled with seotion 37 show 
quite clearly what the Judge has to do and 
the limit of the time within which rent can 
be enhanced. There is no difficulty in a 
case like this. It was never intended that 
the landlord should be bound to prove what 
the local prices in the year 1848 were and 
the Court should compare those prices with 
the looal prices in the year 1915. Evidence 
as to the local prices in the year ) 848 may 
not be available now. It is highly possible 
that such records do not exist. That is a 
matter not provided for in section 32 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. The case must, there- 
fore, go back to the lower Appellate Court 
for the learned Judge there to re-hear the 
appeal having regard to the observations 
that have already been made. The learned 
Judge will deal with the costs of the parties 
when he re-hears the appeal. 

Newbopld, J. — I agree. 

Case remanded. 


(1) 7 C. 263; 8 C. L. R. 449; 3 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 718. 
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PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Civil Revision Fetition No. 119 of 1916. 

February 20, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Scott-Smith. 

ABDUL KARIM — Defendant 

Petitioner 


versus 

The UPPER INDIA BANK, Ltd., DELHI, 

Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Transfer of Property Act U V of 1882), ft. 108 (b)— 

Lease— Duty of lessor to put lessee in possession— Notice 
to tenants , whether sufficient. 

A lessor is bound to give the lessee possession of 
the property leased, [p. 68 I, col. 2 J 

The obligation of the lessor is absolute and he must 
perform it, notwithstanding the fact that the lessee 
can take legal proceedings to recover possession him- 
self from the party in occupation [p. C8t, col. 2.] 
Hurish C h under Koondoo v. Mohinee Moliun' Hitter 
9 W. R. 582; Munnee Dutt Sing v. William Campbell] 
12 W. R. 149; Narainsawmy Naidn v. Ycrramali Rani 
Krishnaya , 5 Ind. Cas. 479; 7 M. L. T. 119; (1910) M 
W. N. 221 A 280; 33 M. 499, followed. 

Nate san Chetty v. Yengu Nnchiar, 3 Ind. Cas. 701; 33 
M. 102; 6 M. L. 1.3 3; 20 M. L. J. 20, distinguished. 

A notice to the tenants telling them to pav rent to 
the transferee amounts to delivery of possession only 
where the transferor himself has possession to give, 
and not where he is himself out of possession, [p. 685’ 
•ol. l.J 

NatesanChetty v. Vcngu Nachiar , 3 Ind. Cas. 701- 33 
M. 102; 6 M, L. 1. 313; 20 M. L. J. 20, relied upon. 

Petition, under section 25 of Act IX of 

1887, for revision of the order of the Judge, 

Small Cause Court, Delhi, dated the 24th 
January 1916, decreeing the claim. 

Rai Sahib Lala Moti Sagar , for the Peti- 
tioner. 


Mr. Ram Lal % for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. This is an application fo 
revision of the order of the Judge Smal 
Cause Court, Delhi, giving the’ up pel 
India Bank, Limited, Delhi, a decree foi 
Rs. 200 on account of rent against Abdu 
Karim defendant- petitioner. Certain pro 
perties situated in Delhi and belonging tc 
an insolvent were sold by the Official Assignee 
of Bombay on the 4th October 1914 anc 
were purchased by the Bank of Upoei 
India. The latter leased it to the defend- 
ant on the 29th November 1914 for f 0 ui 
months at a rent to Rs. 50 pe.^ mensem. 
The defendant denied the claim saying 
tha he had never been put in possession 
of the property leased and had got posses- 
sion of one stable only. The lower Court 
referred to section 108 of the Transfer of 
Property Act wherein it is laid down that 
the lessor is bound at the lessee’s request 


[1917 


to put him in possession of the property, 
and held that the plaintiff in the present 
case was not bound to put the defendant 
in possession because the latter never asked 
the former to put him in possession. The 
lower Court further held that the defendant 
is liable to pay rent because he had also 
been given the right to eject tenants, to 
enhance the rent and so on, and that he 
had only himself to blame if he did not 
recover the rent due from the Official 
Assignee or the tenants. 

Mr. Moti Sagar on behalf of the peti- 
tioner has referred to the following authorities 
in support of the proposition that the lessor 
was bound to give the lessee possession of 
the property leased: Gour’s Transfer of 
Property Act, (4th Edition), paragraph 2585 
wherein it is said that the obligation of 
the lessor to deliver possession is absolute, 
and which he must perform notwithstand- - 

, . can take legal 

proceedings to recover possession himself 
from the party in occupation. 

Hunsh ChunJer Koondoo v. Mohinee Mohun 
Milter (1), where it was held that a 
landlord cannot claim rent under a kabuliyat 
where the lessee has never obtained posses- 
sion, delivery of possession being ordinarily 

a condition necessary for the maintenance 

or an action for rent. 


Munnee Dull Sing v . William Campbell (2) 
in which it was held that when a lessor 
gives a lease, he enters into an implied 
contract to give his lessee peaceable posses- 
sion of the land whioli is the subjeot of the 


v. lerramali Ram 
Krishnaya (d>, where it was held that if 

the huid leased is already in possession 
o 1 PerS °" t0 the knowledge both 

dutv of H° r , ftnd the Wsee - H is th ° 

duty of the essor to make it possible for 

• f) eSf ?i e - , to take Passion by remov 
ng the third person from the possession 

f ortho’ eV8n no ex P ress request 

for the purpose is made by the lessee. 

Sham a Prasad Chose y. Taki Mullik (4) 

n which it was held that the landlord 

was bound to do something more than 

l6aSe ’ and then -V ke 

12) 12 W. it. 1 49. 

(4) 6 C. \V. N. 810. 
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is entitled to the rent. He is bound to 
put the tenant into possession of the land 
let to him and, unless and until he does 
this he is not entitled to the rent. 

Mr. Rim Lai on behalf of the respondent 
has referred to Nates in Ghetty v. Vengu 
Nachiar (5), in the head-note of which 
the following occurs: “When the subject- 
matter of a lease is the rents and profits 
of land, the possession which a lessor, 
under section 108 (6) of the Transfer of 
Property Act, is bound to giv6 the lessee, 
is sufficiently given by giving notice of 
the lease to the ryots or other persons in 
occupation and requiring them to attorn 
and pay rent to the lessee.” In connection 
with this it is pointed out that the Bank wrote 
letters to some of the tenants telling 
them they should pay rent to the defendant. 
It is, however, laid down in the same 
head-note that such notices to tenants will 
amount to delivery of possession, only where 
the transferor himself has possession to 
give, and not where he is himself out 
of possession as in the present case. 
The authorities quoted by Mr. Moti Sagar 
are ample in support of the proposition 
that the lessor in the present case was 
bound to put the lessee in possession of 
the property leased. It is quite clear from 
the evidence that the Bank itself was 
unable to get possession of the whole of 
the property. The evidence of Lala Sheo 
Narain shows that on account of a dis- 
pute between the insolvent, whose property 
was sold, and his sons, the tenants, after 
July 1914, refused to pay rent to anyone. 
The Bank, therefore, was never in possession 
of the rents and profits of the property leased 
and the notices which it sent to the tenants 
were, therefore, not a sufficient delivery of 
possession to the lessee. It is clear from 
the Bank’s letter of the 19th December 
1915 to the address of the Official Assignee, 
Bombay, that three rooms of the property 
were at that time occupied by the Official 
Assignee for the storage of certain chairs 
belonging to the estate of the insolvent. 
It is also clear from the evidence on the 
record both oral and documentary, that a 
dispute was going on as to the ownership 
of the property, and the sons of the in- 
to) 33 M. 102; 3 l'nd. Gas. 701; 6 M. L. T. 313; 20 
M. h. J. 20. 


solvent were claiming a share in it and 
were obstructing the Bxnk in getting 
possession. In all these circumstances, and 
having regard to the authorities cited, I 
am of opinion that the lessee is not liable 
to pay rent for such part of the property 
as he was not given possession of. He 
admittedly got possession of one stable or 
part of a stable, and it is not denied that 
he is liable to pay rent therefor. 


I allow the revision and setting aside 
the order of the lower Court remand the 
case for re-decision, and for passing a 
decree against the defendant for so much 
rent as he i3 equitably liable to pay for 
that portion of the property of which he 
actually got possession. The parties will 
bear their own costs in this Court whatever 
the result of the case may be. 


Revision allowed. 


r a. nurJtl UUUKT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 4125 

of 1916. 

May 21, 1917. 

Present'. Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

F AKIRA SINGH under the guardianship of 

RAM CHARAN SINGH — 

Appellant 

versus 

MAJHO SINGH — Plaintiff and GAJA- 
DHAR SINGH — Defendant — Respondent 

Transfer of Property Act {IV of 1882), 53, appli. 

cab ilit y of— Fraudulent sale -Sale to defeat one 

creditor— Sde bona fide, for valid consideration , 
whether voidable. 

Section 53 of the Transfer of Property Act applies 
even though only one creditor is defrauded and 
hindered in realizing his debt. [p. 687, col. 2.] 

If there is a bona fide sale duly intended to be 
acted upon between the parties and the property 
passes from the vendor without any reservation to the 
vendee and the latter pays good and valuable con- 
sideration for the property, then even though it may 
have been intended to defeat the rights of the 
vendor’s creditor in the realization of his debt the 
creditor is not entitled to a declaration that the deed 
of sale is voidable as a fraud on him as a creditor of 
the vendor, [p. 688, cols. 1 & 2.1 
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Appeal from a decision of the District 
Judge, Gaya 

Mr. Khurshed Uasnain , for the Appellant. 

Rai Tribhuan Nath Sahay , for the Re- 
spondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Atkinson, J. — This suit is brought by the 
plaintiff seeking a declaration that 5 -dams 
share of the village of Muharamadpur Oro is 
his proprietary right and that the defendant 
No. 1 has no right to bring this share of the 
property in suit to sale in satisfaction of 
a debt due by the defendant No. 2 to 
the defendant No. 1. The defendant No. 2 
was the original proprietor of this pro- 
perty. He contracted a debt with the 
defendant No. 1, and on the 5th December 
1911, the defendant No. 2 sold the pro- 
perty in suit to the plaintiff who is his 
nephew for a consideration stated to amount 
to Rs. 995. This deed of transfer or sale was 
made by the defendant No. 2 to the plaintiff 
a fortnight after the defendant No. 1 had 
instituted a suit to recover the moneys due 
to him by the defendant No. 2. The con- 
sideration to support the deed dated the 5th 
December 1911 is set out in the deed; a part 
of it was to be applied in satisfaction of debts 
due by the defendant No. 2 to certain 
creditors, and part was to be paid to him in 
cash. It appears that at least two of the 
creditors specified in the deed were paid, and 
that the plaintiff retains still in his hands of 
the purchase-money the sum of R 9 . 325 to 
discharge the claim of one Gendo Singh on 
foot of a mortgage-bond. The learned 
Munsif who tried the case came to the con- 
clusion that the deed was a fraud on the 
creditors of defendant No. 2; that no con- 
sideration, in fact, passed to support the deed 
of sale, and that the transfer of the property 
was an attempt by the defendant No. 2 to 
defeat the rights of his creditors in the 
realization of their debts; the property in suit 
being tho only immoveable property which the 
defendant No. 2 had. The learned District 
Judge, however, came to a somewhat different 
conclusion. The learned Judge was satisfied 
that the deed of sale was executed and that 
it was duly registered. The learned Judge 
thought, as 1 gather from his finding that 
proof of the foregoing facts oast the onus 
upon defendant No. 1 of showing and proving 


that the deed was a deed executed by the 
defendant No. 2 with' the intent of defeating, 
delaying and hindering him as a creditor of 
the defendant No 2. As a matter of law 
the learned Judge was quite right in throw- 
ing the onus on defendant No. 1 of proving 
that the deed of sale was intended as a 
fraud. However, the learned Judge in point 
of law held that section 53 of the Transfer 
of Property Act could not possibly apply to 
this case, because the intention of the 
defendant No. 2 in effecting the sale to the 
plaintiff was at best on the evidence only an 
intention to defeat the rights of one particular 
creditor and that consequently section 53 of the 
Transfer of Property Act had no application. 
The Judge seems inclined to hold, though he 
does not do so expressly, that the intention 
on the part of the defendant No. 2 and his 
other creditors was to effect a transfer of the 
property in suit in order to defeat the defend- 
ant No. l’s rights in realizing his debt. 
With great respect to the learned Judge we 
think he has misconstrued and misapplied 
the law embodied in section 53, clause (1) of 
the Transfer of Property Act. The learned 
Judge considers that before section 53 can 
apply the intention must be shown to defeat 
the entire body of creditors but that merely 
to intend to defeat one creditor would not be‘ 
within the provisions of section 53, With 
great respect to the learned Judge we think 
that he was entirely wrong in so holding. 
Section 53 of the Transfer of Property Aot 
applies even though only one creditor may 
have been defrauded and hindered in realizing 
his debt. The law on the subject is well 
summarised in the case of In re Le Moroney (1). 
This case is of great authority representing the 
considered opinion of seven Judges of the 
Court of Appeal in Ireland, and in addition 
this decision has been approved of by the 
Privy Counoil in the reoent case reported as 
Mnsahar Safin v. Hakim Lai (2) as contain- 
ing a most clear and able exposition of tbe 
Law of England and Ireland relative to the 
fraudulent transfers of property with intent 
to dofeatoreditorsand which is made applicable 

(1) (1887) 21 Irish 27. 

(2) 32 Iud. Cns. 343; 20 C. W. N. 393; 30 M. L. J. 
11b; 3 L. W. 207; 14 A. L. J. 198; (1916) 1 M. W. N. 
198; 19 M. L. T. 203; 23 C. L. J. 406; 18 Bom. L. B, 
378; 43 C. 521 (P. 0.). 
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to the law of India by virtue of section 53 
of the Transfer of Property Act. Section 53 
in effect is only a re-enactment, in a more 
concise form, of the provisions of the Act 
of 10th Charles, Chapter I in Ireland, and 
the Statute of Elizabeth in England. The 
case cited is an authority not only on the 
construction of the English Statute of 
Elizabeth but also on the Irish Statute of 
Charles. The learned Master of the Rolls 
dealing with this very point says: 

“Next Mr. Carton contended, in reference 
to the Statute of Charles, that the transaction 
before us was not intended to defeat 
creditors in the plural, but only one creditor, 
and Wood v. Dixie (3) was relied upon on 
this point. It is important in this connec- 
tion to again consider what are the words of 
the Statute of Charles. Its intent is stated 
in the recital or preamble which I have 
already read, and which, no doubt, speaks of 
creditors. It was necessary there to use the 
plural and not the singular number. But 
when we come to the operative part of the 
Section, the words used are not in the plural 
only; for we have ‘ that person or persons, his 
Or their heirs etc.” and, therefore, no 
argument in favour of exempting the case of 
a single creditor can be deduced from the 
language of the Act. It would be the summit'' 
of absurdity to suppose that a mischief of this' 
kind was to be struck at if two or more 
persons were affected, but that a single 
creditor was to be without protection.” 

That was the view taken in Ireland and to 
the same effect is the decision reported as 
Ishan Chunder Das Sarkar v. Bishu Sirdar (4) 
and there the Hon’ble Judges Sir Francis 
Maclean and Mr. Justice Banerjee say: 


a 


Reading this section as a whole then, 
what it means, so far as it is applicable 
to a case like the present, is this, that 
where a transfer of immoveable property is 
made with intent to defeat or delay any 
creditor of the transferor it is voidable 
at his option.” 

Clearly, therefore, the learned District 
Judge was wrong in ruling that section 

(3) (1845) 7 Q. B. 892 { 9 Jur. 796; 115 E. R. 724 
68 R. R. 690. 

(4) 24 C. 825; 1 C. W. N. 665; 12 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 

1217. 


53 only applies when it can be established 
that there was an intent to defraud or 
defeat the general body of creditors from 
realizing their debts. The section applies 
with equal force and effect if a debtor 
disposes of his property with the intention 
of defeating one single creditor. But if 
the property of the debtor is trans- 
ferred for consideration and bona fide 
to a purchaser and such transfer has the 
effect of putting the debtor’s property out 
of the reach of the creditors as an asset 
capable of being realized to satisfy their 
debts nevertheless the transfer will be effec- 
tive and the creditors will not be entitled 
to have the transfer set aside or declared void. 
I think it right to cite at some length the 
judgment of the Irish Court of Appeal 
because in the ca9e cited the entire law 

on this subject is carefully considered 
and laid down. At page 57 of the report 
the Master of the Rolls says: 

. “Vice-Chancellor Kindersley, one of the 
greatest Equity Judges who has sat in 
England in recent time, there said that, 

in the construction of the Statute of 

Elizabeth it was not a ground for 

invalidating a bona ride sale, that it is made 
in order to defeat an intended execution. 
That is decided by Wood v. Dixie (3). The 
sale of property for good .consideration* 
made bona fide, is, therefore, sufficient ta 
defeat the execution of a judgment-creditor. 
And I have only to consider whether the 
sale was bona fide, and on that point every 
case stands on its own merits.” 

At page 62, the Lord Chief Baron 
Palles sets out very fully what the law is 
and says: 

“Again, the right of the creditors is, not 
that the debtor shall not part with any 
of his property, but that no such parting 
shall be without consideration, If ‘says 
Alderson, B. in Siebert v. Spooner (5), 
an equivalent is given, there is only a 
change in the nature -of the property 
which the party has, but not a con- 
veying of it away.’ When, there- 
fore, there is a bona fide sale for value of 
part of the property of the debtor really 


(5) (1836) 1 M. & W. 714; 1 Tyr. & G. 1075; 2 Gale 
135; 5 L. J. Ex. 249; 46 R. R, 471; 150 E. R. 621, 


688 


INDIAN OASES. 


[ 191 ? 


FAKIRA SINGH V . MiJHO SINGH. 

intended to have effect and operation 
between the parties to it, the right of 
the creditors is not invaded. No doubt 
the property sold has ceased to be avail- 
able for their demands, but in lieu of it, 
there has been substituted the consideration 
for the sale, which may be assumed to 
be a substantial equivalent. Such a sale, 
therefore, would not be a fraud within 
the Statute, merely because it was made 
with the express intent to defeat or delay 
the execution of a creditor. Were there 
nothing more in the case, the consideration 
would remain capable of being made 
available, not under the intended execution 
but by some one or other of the modes 
known to the law, and, therefore, in 

such a case, there would not be a fraud 
within the Statute. This was the ground 
of the decisions in the only other cases 
cited by the appellant on this branch of 
the argument, vi z. % Wood v. Dixie (3) and 

lb. It v. Salcon Omnibus Go , (b). It 

is to bo observed, however, that the 
decision in l rood v. Dixie (3) goes no further 
than determining that an intent to defeat 
a particular creditor in the case of a 
bona fide sale for value, does not per se 
and as a matter of law, render the con- 
veyance fraudulent. If, however, in such 
a case, the intent were not only to sell 

the property, but forthwith to abscond 
with the proceeds, so as in effect to with- 
draw the property from the fund available 
for the creditors without providing an 
equivalent. 1 should entertain no doubt 
that in such a case there would be an 
intention to defraud creditors, which, if the 
purchaser had notice of, would avoid the 
sale.” 

That appears to me to be a very clear 
and accurate exposition of the law on this 
subject. Thus in this particular case if 
the learned Judge on re-consideration is 
satisfied that there was a bona fide sale 
duly intended to bo acted upon between 
the parties, and that the property was to 
pass from the defendant No. 2 without 
any reservation to the plaintiff and the 
plaintiff was to pay good and valuable con- 


sideration for the property, then even though 
it may have been intended to defeat the 
rights of the defendant No. 1 in the realiza- 
tion of his debt, the defendant No. 1 would 
not be entitled to a declaration that the 
deed of sale was voidable as a fraud on 
him as a creditor of defendant No. 2. 
We think that in order to arrive at a 
right conclusion on these points, which have 
not been considered, that it is necessary 
to remand the case to the learned Judge. 
It will be unnecessary for him to consider 
whether the deed was duly executed and 
duly registered; that has already been deter- 
mined but we do think in the light of 
the evidence that the Judge should bring 
his mind to bear on the facts and to 
ascertain whether the deed was a deed 
for valuable consideration; and whether it 
was a deed bona fide between the parties. 
If he so holds then, in our opinion, in 
point of law he should grant the plaintiff 
the relief he seeks. If, on the other hand, 
the learned Judge holds that the deed is 
not bona fide ; that it is laokiug in reality; 
and that it was merely a colourable 
transaction designed and intended to defeat the 
rights of the defendant No. 1 as a creditor 
of the defendant No. 2, and that no oon- 
sideration, in fact, passed that then he ought 
to dismiss the plaintiff’s suit. We remand 
the case in entirety and having given our 
opinion as to what the law is we leave it 
to the learned Judge to decide the facts 
accordingly. 

The appeal is, therefore, allowed and 
the costs will abide the result of the 
Hnal determination of the suit. 

Chapman, J. — I agree. 

Appeal allowed , 

Case remamieJ t 


(f>) (lSfiH) 4 Drew. 4H2; 28 L. .) , Cli. 777- 
310; 02 K. R. 189; 113 K. R. 430. 
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OUDH JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 69 of 1916. 

June 22, 1916. 

Present : — Syed Mohammad Ali, A. J. C. 
BENI — Accused — Appellant — Applicant 

versus 

EMPEROR — Complainant — Respondent — 

Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act V o/ 1898j, **$.424, 
367 — Appellate Court , Criminal— Judgment, contents 
of. 

The judgment of a Criminal Appellate Court 
must show that the Court has fully considered l lie 
evidence on both sides and the pleas raised in 
appeal and that its conclusions are well supported 
by reasons. 

Criminal revision against the order of 
the District Magistrate, Hardoi, dated the 
22nd March 1916, upholding that of the 
Magistrate, 1st Class, Hardoi, dated the 
26th February 1916. 

Babu Hargobind Das , for the Applicant. 
The Government Pleader, for the Crown. 
JUDGMENT. — This is an application by 
Beni for revision of an order of the Dis- 
trict Magistrate of Hardoi, rejecting his 
appeal from an order requiring him to 
givesecurity for his good behaviour under sec- 
tion 110 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 
The first ground urged in support of this 
application is that the judgment of the 
District Magistrate who heard the appeal 
of the applicant is not a judgment as 
required by law, and does not show that 
he had fully considered the evidence on 
both sides and the pleas raised before him. 
The judgment of the District Magistrate 
passed on the 22nd of March 1916 is as 
follows: — There is no reason to reject the 
evidence of the many persons of position 
who prove appellant’s general reputation 
as a thief. I dismiss the appeal.” In 
support of this contention reliance is placed 
on the cases of Sarwan v. Emperor (1) 
and Lai Behari y. Emperor (2). In my 
opinion these cases show that the District 
Magistrate should have written something 
more than what he did actually write in 
his judgment and that the judgment 
written by him does not fulfil the require- 

(1) 33 I lid. Ca3. 6 47; 14 A. L. J. 279; 17 Cr. L. J. 
167. 

(2) 35 Ind. Cas. 485; 11 A. L. J. 445; 38 A. 393; 17 
Cr. L. J. 


ments of law and does not show that 
he had fully considered the evidence on 
both sides and the pleas raised in appeal. 
In this view of the case it is not neces- 
sary to discuss and enter into other pleas. 
In my opinion it is necessary that this 
case should be re-heard according to law, 
and for this purpose it is necessary to 
set aside the order of the District 
Magistrate. I, therefore, set aside the order 
passed by the District Magistrate on appeal 
and direct that the case be transferred 
to the District Magistrate of * Lucknow, 
who will pass a judgment according to 
law after re-hearing the appeal on the 
merits, 

* 

Revision accepted. 


l 


NAGPUR JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 122 of 1916. 

July 22, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Mittra, Officiating A. J. C. 

LAVA and others— Applicants 

versus 

EMPEROR — Opposite Party; 

Penal Code (Act XL V of I860;, s. 353— Public ser- 
vant carrying out order of Court made under repealed 
Act — Assault— Offence — Civil Procedure Code ( Act V 
of 1908), O. XXI, r. 35 — Delivery of possession to 
agent. 

Where a Court has jurisdiction to order delivery 
of possession of certain property, the mere fact that 
it purports to do so under the authority of a repealed 
Act will not take away its jurisdiction, norleprive 
the process-server of the protection which the law 
gives to a public servant acting under the orders of a 
Court of competent jurisdiction, [p. 690, col. 1.] 

A process-server who was not wearing his ofticial 
badge was, while carrying out the orders of a Court of 
competent jurisdiction, assaulted by the accused. 
He had announced that he was carrying out Govern- 
ment order: 

Held, that the accused were guilty of an offence 
under section 353 of the Penal Code. * [p. 690, col. 2.] 

Under the provisions of Order XXI rule 35, of the 
Civil Procedure Code delivery of possession can be 
made to any person orally authorised by the decree- 
holder to take possession, even though he does not 
hold a power-of-attorney from the latter. fp 6 Q 0 

col. 2.] 
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Criminal revision against the order of 
the District Magistrate, Nagpur, dated the 
23rd June 1916, confirming the conviction 
and sentence passed by the Tahsildar and 
Magistrate, 2nd Class, Nagpur, on the 2nd 
June 1916. 

Mr. P. R. Naidu , for the Appellants. 

JUDGMENT. — The applicants have been 
convicted under section 353 and section 147 
of the Indian Penal Code. The following 
facts may be taken as found by the Courts 
below, and I see no reason to doubt their 
correctness. One Krishna Rao obtained a 
foreclosure decree against the applicants in 
1913. He made two attempts to obtain 
possession in execution of that decree, but 
these were infructuous. On the 5th 'February 
1916, a special process-server came to the vil- 
lage. The decree-holder sent for four plough- 
men with ploughs for taking possession of the 
field. A message had already been sent to 
one at least of the accused, informing him 
that delivery of possession was about to be 
given. After the field had been ploughed by 
the decree-holder’s men, the accused turned 
up and resisted the delivery of possession. 
A fight followed, in which some of the 
decree-holder’s men as well as some of the 
accused were injured. The process-server 
himself was assaulted. 


It is contended that the warrant, having 
been issued on the printed forms of the 

Civil Procedure Code of 1882, was defective. 
I cannot agree that the process-server had 
no authority to execute the warrant for this 
defect. The Court had jurisdiction to order 
delivery of possession, and the mere fact 
that it purports to do so under the 
authority of a repealed Act, will not take 
away its jurisdiction, nor deprive the pro- 
cess-server of the protection which the law 
gives to a public servant, acting under the 
orders of a Court of competent jurisdiction. 


The argument that the process-server n 
no badge 1S so far correct, but upon! 
findings there is every reason to believe tl 
the accused knew that he was a process-serv 
t will be noted that a message had be 
sent to one of them and all the aeons 
armed after the complainant’s party h 
taken possess.on, and the process-server 
that he announced that he was carrying 
Government orders. This i 9 a proba 
atory, and has been aooepted by the Cou 


below. I, therefore, see no force in this argu- 
ment. 

It is contended that the warrant so far as 
it directed delivery of the standing crops was 
illegal. But the Court that passed the order 
had jurisdiction to decide whether the stand- 
ing crops should, or ’should not be delivered, 
and this jurisdiction is not lost, if a wrong 
order has been passed. In such a case, the 
party aggrieved can only appeal to the Court 
to vaoate the alleged illegal order. I do not 
express any opinion as to whether this was 
an illegal order, but I have assumed it for 
the sake of argument only. I note that there 
was no attempt made to remove the standing 
crops by the decree-holder’s party. 

It is said that possession could not be 
delivered in the absence of the judgment- 
debtors. I know of no authority in support 
of this view. They were, as a matter of fact, 
sent for, and they did come, but they had no 
right to lesist the process-server. 

It is argued that -possession could only be 
delivered to the decree-holder or his agent. 
I do not agree with this contention, unless the 
word agent includes any person orally authoriz- 
ed to take possession. The four ploughmen 
were certainly sent for that purpose by the 
decree-holder, though they held no power-of- 
attorney. Eventually the deoree-holder signed 
a receipt aoknowleding the fact of possession 
having been delivered to him. The last 
argument advanced is that the common object 
of the acoused is not proved. But the 
common object is to be inferred from their 
oonduot, and no reasonable person can doubt 
that the acoused were acting in concert to 
prevent delivery of possession. 

The application is dismissed. 

Application dismissed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 
Criminal Miscellaneous Case No. 120 of 

1916. 

March 3, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Broadway. 
SUJAN SINGH — Accused — 

Petitioner 

versus 

JIA LAL— Complainant — Respondent. 

^Criminal Procedure Code (.4cf V of 1S9S), s. 626— 

Refusal to allow accused to civss-exatnine complainant 
— Transfer, 
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An application for transfer of a case was made on 
the ground that the accused had not been allowed to 
properly cross-examine the complainant and that 
certain orders and remarks recorded by the Magis- 
trate clearly indicated that he had formed a strong 
opinion against the petitioner. It appeared that the 
Magistrate considered that the accused should be 
allowed to inspect certain bank books before cross- 
examining the complainant and the bank having 
objected to allowing the necessary inspection, the 
Magistrate passed an order on the 18th July 1916 
directing the bank to give the accused’s Counsel 
opportunity to inspect the necessarj' registers. On 
the 4th of August, however, in the absence of the 
accused’s Counsel and without any reference to the 
previous order relating to the registers, the evidence 
of the complainant was closed. The complainant 
was then summoned as a witness by the defence 
but when Counsel wished to cross-examine him his 
request was refused: 

Held , (1) that although the Magistrate’s refusal 
may have been strictly legal, it was improper in the 
circumstances of the case and the Magistrate would 
have been well advised to have allowed at any rate a 
reasonable amount of cross-examination, especially 
when the prosecution raised no objection to such 
cross-examination: [p. 692, col. 1.] 

(2) that inasmuch as the case had reached a very 
advanced stage, the charge having been framed and 
a certain amount of the defence evidence having 
been recorded, it could not be transferred but that 
the Magistrate should allow the accused to cross- 
examine the complainant after giving him an oppor- 
tunity of examining the bank registers, [p. 692, cols. 
1 & 2 .] 

Petition, under section 526 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, for transfer of the case 
Jia Lai v . Sujan Singh, pending in the Court 
of the Additional District Magistrate, Lahore, 
to some other competent Court. 

Messrs. B, R. Puri and H. R. Bhandari , 
for the Petitioner. 

Mr. R. Obbard , for the Respondent. 

ORDER. — This is an application under 
section 526, Criminal Procedure Code, for 
the transfer of a case under sections 420/467, 
Indian Penal Code, pending in the Court of 
Mr. Keough, Additional District Magistrate, 
Lahore. The reasons advanced for the trans- 
fer are detailed in the application and may 
be summed up as a general complaint against 
the conduct of the case by the Magistrate. 
It is said that the petitioner has not been 
allowed to properly cross-examine the com- 
plainant and that certain orders and remarks 
recorded by the ! Magistrate clearly indicate 
that he has formed a strong opinion against 
the petitioner. I have heard Mr. Puri in 
support of the application and Mr. Obbard 
has appeared on behalf of the complainant, 
the Crown being unrepresented. 


The case is an old one; the trial before the 
Magistrate commenced on the 27th April 
1916, the charge has been framed and a 
certain amount of the defence evidence has 
been recorded; and, therefore, it would only 
be under very exceptional circumstances that 
this Court would take the case out of the 
hands of the Magistrate. It has been urged 
that these exceptional circumstances exist 
and that this is a case in which this Court 
should exercise its power to transfer the case. 
After a careful consideration of the record 
of the proceedings and of what has been 
urged for and against the application I am 
forced to the conclusion that the petitioner 
has certainly got some grounds for com- 
plaint, though possibly more on account of 
the treatment by the Magistrate of the 
Counsel in the case than of the petitioner 
himself. It appears that at the initial stages 
of the trial Mr. Herbert was appearing for 
the complainant and joined with Mr. Puri, 
for the accused, in an application made to 
the District Magistrate, in which it was sug- 
gested that the case was more of a civil 
nature and it was prayed that permission to 
withdraw from the prosecution should be 
accorded. Mr. Keough in forwarding the 
file to the District Magistrate recorded a note 
to which my attention has been drawn. 
While I am not prepared to agree with the 
Counsel that Mr. Keough was wrong in ex- 
pressing his opinion that the case was not 
of a civil nature, I certainly agree with him 
that his remarks regarding Mr. Herbert were 
wholly uncalled for and unnecessary. Had 
Mr. Herbert been given an opportunity I 
have no doubt he would have been able to 
justify his aotion; and Mr. Keough’s surprise 
at Mr. Herbert’s conduct was wholly irre- 
levant and should not have been expressed, 
even if felt. Again, on the 16th November 
1916 when submitting the record to the 
District Magistrate on an application made 
under section 526, Criminal Procedure Code, 
Mr. Keough recorded a report as required by 
the learned District Magistrate; he was no 
doubt perfectly within his province in con- 
tradicting the allegations made in the 
application, but in doing so it was 
incumbent on him to be accurate. In 

stating that paragraph D of the applica- 
tion was a glaring falsehood , he appears 
to have completely lost sight of his 
order dated the 18th May 1916, which shows 


I'tfDIAfc OASES. 


692 

* 

MUKHAL SINGH V . RAMSAROP SINGH. 

that there was considerable foundation for 
the allegations made in the said paragraph 
D. The whole tone of the report indicates 
that Mr. Keough strongly resented the mak- 
ing of the application and went out of his 
way, in giving expression to this resentment, to 
make remarks which, in my opinion, Mr. Puri 
can justly take exception to — remarks 
which had no bearing on! the question. 
Expressions such as are used by Mr. Keough 
can do no manner of good and must inevit- 
ably result in straining the relations between 
the Magistrate and the Counsel appearing 
before him. 

In supporting this present application Mr. 
Puri stated that he found it extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, to appear before 
Mr. Keough after the way in which he had 
been treated. But I do not think that this 
in itself would be a valid reison for transfer- 
ring the case. Mr. Keough has after all 
made comments on the Counsel on both sides 
and it cannot, therefore, be said that he has 
any particular bias against any particular 
one. It was then urged that the complainant 
had not been properly cross-examined, and it 
seemed to me that there is some force in this 
contention. Mr. Keough very rightly con- 
sidered that the accused should be allowed to 
inspect certain bank registers before cross- 
examining Jia Lai; the bank seems to have 
objected to allowing the necessary inspection, 
and on the 18th July 19.6 a strong and 
perfectly correct order was passed in which 
the bank was directed to give the accused’s 
Counsel an opportunity to inspect the neces- 
sary registers. On the 4th August 1916, 
however, in the absence of the accused’s 
Counsel and without any reference to the 
previous order relating to the registers the 
evidence of the complainant was closed. The 
complainant was then summoned as a witness 
by the defence and yet when Counsel wished 
to cross-examine him his request was refused. 
This refusal may have been strictly legal; 
but it was improper in the circling 
stances, and the Magistrate would have been 
well advised to have allowed, at any rate, a 
reasonable amount of cross-examination 
especially when, as Mr. Obbard informs me| 
the prosecution raised no objection to such 

cross-examination. While, therefore, owing to 

the stage at which the case has reached I 
am not prepared to transfer the case,! consider 
it necessary in returning the records to the 



Magistrate to direct that the accused peti- 
tioner be allowed to cross-examine the com- 
plainant Jia Lai after the petitioner has been 
given an opportunity of examining the 
registers of the bank above alluded to. 

Order accordingly . 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 221 of 1917. 

June 23, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Chapman. 

MUKHAL SINGH and others — 

Petitioners 

versus 

RAMSARUP SINGH and another — 

Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act I’ of 189S), 8 145 — 
Proceedings, object of — Portion of property made 
subject-matter of dispute— Mistake in law —Xon-joindcr 
of party— Order giving party more than his claim t 
validity of —Revision —High Court , interference by. 

The purpose of a proceeding under section 145 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code is merely to prevent a 
breach of the peace and if the Magistrate thinks 
that it is surtieient to prevent a breach of the peaco 
to include in his proceeding only a portion of tlio 
land which is the subject of the Police report there 
is nothing to prevent him doing so. The rule that if 
a suit is brought only in respect of a portion of the 
land claimed a subsequent suit for the remainder 
might be barred is not applicable to proceedings 
uuder this section, [p. 093, col. 2.] 

A mistake of law is not a ground upon which the 
High Court can interfere with proceedings under 
section 145 of tho Criminal Procedure Code, unless 
the mistake goes to the jurisdiction, [p. 693, col. 2.] 

Failure to add a party interested in the land in 
dispute as a party to tho proceedings under section 
145 is not a ground for interference by tho High 
Court, [p. 094, col. 1.] 

A Magistrate goes beyond his jurisdiction if by an 
order under section 145 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code he awards to a party more than that party has 
claimed, and in such a case tho High Court will 
interfere with tho order, [p. 094, col. 1 ] 

Criminal revision from a decision of the 

Deputy Magistrate, Saran, dated the 24th 
April 1917. 

Messrs. C\ M. Agarwala aud P. E . Lai , 
for the Appellants. 

Mr. Parmcshwar l)yal , for the Opposite 
Party 

JUDGMENT. — Thisisa motion asking for 
interference by this Court with an order 
passed in a proceeding under section 145 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, The 


INDIAN OASES. 


693 


Vol. XL] 

MUKHAL SINGH V. RAMSARUP SINGH. 

first party is a purchaser of six-annas 
share of the proprietary right. His case 
was that the zirait land had been par- 
titioned among the different proprietors 
and that certain plots out of the land in 
dispute had Leen allotted [to his share, that 
there had been a submergence on account 
of innundation by the river, that the plots 
had re-appeared and that he had settled 
them with tenants upon the batai system. 
The second party were the raiyats of the 
village, who claimed that the entire lands 
in dispute were parts of their occupancy 
holding. The Magistrate awarded possession 
to the first party — giving the first party in 
fact more than they claimed, that is to say, 
he gave them the entire land described in 
the order by which these proceedings were 
initiated. 

The first ground taken before this Court 
is that the proceeding is without jurisdiction 
so far as a portion of the land is concerned 
which lies outside the district of Saran. 
The Magistrate professedly exercised juris- 
diction only within the district of Saran. 
The order originating the proceedings described 
the northern boundary of the lattd in dispute 
to be the boundary of the village Chaki 
Sahagpur in the district of Muzaffarpur. 
So far, therefore, as this order which origi- 
nated these proceedings is concerned there 
was no want of jurisdiction, for it is conceded 
that so far as the present land is concerned 
anything south of the boundary of the village of 
Chaki Sahagpur would be within the district 
of Saran and within the jurisdiction of the 
Magistrate. I am asked, however, to infer 
from the evidence given by a Commissioner 
in the case who went to the spot that 
a portion of the land in dispute lay 
within the village of Chaki Sahagpur 
and, therefore, outside the jurisdiction of 
the Magistrate. My experience of the work 
of Commissioners especially in cases of 
village boundaries is not such as to justify 
me in saying that the evidence must 
necessarily be implicitly relied upon, and in 
any event the Magistrate himself has des- 
cribed the boundary of the disputed land 
as the boundary of the village of Chaki 
Sahagpur. His order, therefore, does not 
include any land situated within the village 
of Chaki Sahagpur: and if the petitioner has 
satisfied and is confident that he could satisfy 


any Court that any portion of the land is 
situated within the village of Chaki Sahagpur, 
this order will not imperil any possession 
he may have of that land. 

Another ground contended is that only 
a portion of the land in respect of which 
disputes had arisen was made a subject of 
these proceedings. That is not a ground 
upon which, in my opinion, a High Court 
can interfere. The purpose of a proceeding 
under section 145 is merely to prevent 
a breach of the peace and if the Magistrate 
thinks that it is sufficient to prevent a 
breach of the peace to include in his 
proceeding only a portion of the land 
which is the subject of the Police report, 
there is nothing to prevent him doing so. 
The rule that if a suit is brought only 
in respect of a portion of the land claimed 
a subsequent suit for the remainder 
might be barred is not applicable. Another 
ground contended is that the Magistrate 
made a mistake in law in relying upon 
the ruling of Hemnath Butt v. Ashgur 
Sindar (1), to the effect that if a portion 
of the holding of an occupancy raiyat is 
submerged and no rent is paid for it that por- 
tion must be taken to have been abandoned. 
There is no doubt a good ground for holding 
that that decision is no longer law so far as the 
Calcutta High Court is concerned, and that 
so far as the jurisdiction of this Court 
is concerned the decision is not correct 
in law. There is much to be said for 
this view and all that can be said for it was 
said by Mr. Justice Prinsep in the case of 
Obhoya Charan Bhooia v. Koilash Chunder 
Bey (2). But a mistake in law 
is not a ground upon which this Court 
can interfere with proceedings under 
section 145 unless the mistake goes to 
the jurisdiction. Another ground contended 
was that certain co-sharer proprietors were 
not made parties and in connection with 
this ground it was also contended that the 
first party has been awarded more than 
he claimed. It will be remembered that 
the first party claimed to be in exclusive 
possession of certain plots of the laud in 
dispute. So far, therefore, as those plots 

(1) 4 C. 894; 2 Shome L. E. 142; 2 Tnd. Dec. (n. s.) 
566. 

(2) 14 C. 751; 7 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 198. . > 
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PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 
Criminal Appeals Nos. 97S and 1007 of 1916 

January 10, 1917. 

Present: - Sir Donald Johnstone, Kt., 
Chief Judge, and Mr. Justice Shah Din. 
NAND SINGH and another — 
Convicts - Appellants 

EMPEROR— Prosecutor— Respondent. 

Eudcnce Act (l of 1872), „„ 133, 114, (b)- 

Jtpjoover, ,/atcmcnt of, value »f— Corroboration , never- 
si ty of. ’ 

An accomplice should not he convicted on the 
staromeiit of an approver who is by nature a liar 
unless such testimony is strongly corroborated and 
the corroboration distinctly implicates the accused in 
and connects lum with, the crime committed, [p. 698 

Appeals from the order of the Sessions 

Judge, Ferozepur, dated the 31st October 

X y X 0 , convicting the appellants and sentenc- 
ing them to death. 

Mr. Asquith, for Nand Singh, and Dr. Nand 
Lai, for Jamal Din, Appellants. 

Rai Sahib La la Mtd Chand, Publio Prose- 
cut or , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — The murder, which is 
the subject of this case, was perpetrated 
close to a well near a house, which had been 
built on land m the outskirts of the village 
I ikhar.wadh for the victim of the murder 
given by h,s sister M mammal Nandan and 
her husband. It seems that the family oon- 

Nand V y V f' m Si ’ am Sin « h > his brother 
Nand Singh (accused No. 2) residpnf nf 

"»>“ ... k„ iZ ' 

T khanwadh and the sister aforesaid The 

a * he r.°! , the funul y was one Dip Singh 
who died four years ago leaving property 
It ,s ,n evidence that Dip Singh favoured 
Sham Singh deceased and was on + 
wi t hN„ dSi , nJ th> ™ ° 

to Sham Singh of a large portion of his land 

whereupon Nand Singh brought n B V j 

a sort of compromise was arrived at T* 

which Nand Singh was tn I i ^ " nder 
the produce during Dip Singh's hfetime" lu.d 

.b. ; t t, p o „z; itzz: rfrv b ", 1 

died sonless. Nand Singh having 
possession of the whole of Jit <:■ ?? taken 

Sham Singh brought a * S J' ° 6stnte 
share and also got a decree for RaV^ '” S 

m ’ Um " ,h «■*' «*. wiioi, s,l™: 


Singh recovered by execution in December 

1915. A third dispute arose thereafter 
between these two brothers. Nand Singh 
bad asked Sham Singh to put a wall between 
the two parts of the house and Sham Singh 
refused. Finally, Sham Singh was killed 
on the night between the 6th and 7th June 

1916. The case for the prosecution is that 
the murder was done by Bban Singh and 
Jamal Din at the instigation of Nand Singh; 
that Nand Singh wished to get rid of his 
brother Sham Siugh, partly on account of 
resentment against him and, no doubt, partly 
also because, by getting rid of the sonless 
Sham Singh, Nand Singh would get the 
whole of the family property. Bhan Singh, 
one of the alleged murderers, is Nand Singh’s 
wife’s brother, and is apparently a man of 
very bad character. The case for the prosecu- 
tion depends almost entirely upon the 
statement of this Bhan Singh, to whom a 
pardon was tendered and who has given a 
detailed story, first to Raghbir Singh, Magis- 
trate, 1st Class, on the 16th June 1916, then 
to the Committing Magistrate on 10th July 
1916, and lastly in the Sessions Court on 
26th October 1916. Briefly stated, his 
story as to the actual murder and the abet- 
ment is, that Nand Singh bribed him by the 
promise of Rs. 500 to murder Sham Singh, 
and that he at first refused, but at last 
agreed and received in advance Rs. 299 
in cash and a promise to wipe off 
Rs. 100 which Bhan Singh owed to 
him; that his courage failed him and he 
enlisted the help of Jamal Din, accused No, 
1, who owed him Rs- 185, promising Jamal 
Din to cancel that debt and to pay him Rs. 65 
more in cash; that, after this was arranged, 
the pair went to Sham Singh’s house, found 
him in his courtyard near the well and 
murdered him, Jamal Din covering the 
victim’s mouth with one hand and seizing 
his throat with the other and strangling him, 
while Bhan Singh held his legs; that in the 
course of the struggle the deceased managed 
to get hold of Jamal Din’s right hand between 
his teeth and to make a serious bite; that 
Jamal Din released himself by striking Sham 
Singh with his fist, breaking two of his 
teeth , and that Bhan Singh hid Rs. 284- out 
of the Rs. 299 in a field under an ak tree, but 
had not yet paid the remaining Rs. 65 to 

•Jamal Dio, when he was arrested by th§ 

Police. 
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The assessors were unanimously of 
opinion that the accused were both guilty, 
and that Bhan Singh’s story was substantial- 
ly correct. The Sessions Judge convicted 
the pair, and sentenced both to death. They 
have appealed, and we have heard Mr. 
Asquith on behalf of Nand Singh and Mr. 
Nand Lai on behalf of Jamal Din. 

The problem before us is whether 
considering the character of Bhan Singh and 
the nature of his statement and the circum- 
stances of the case generally, the prosecution 
has produoed sufficient oorroboration of his 
story. The medical evidence is clear enough. 
Although in consequence of the decomposi- 
tion of the body the doctor has not noticed 
any marks on the throat of the victim, yet 
there is otherwise sufficient foundation for 
his firm opinion that death was caused by 
asphyxia brought on by throttling and 
suffocation by closure of the mouth and 
nostrils. The doctor also noticed bruises on 
the lower lip and the fact that both central 
incisors of the lower jaw had been recently 
knocked out. We are satisfied, therefore, 
that the cause of the death was strangulation 
or suffocation. Further, we have the evidence 
of another doctor regarding the bite on the 
hand of Jamal Din and this is said to be 
probably a human bite. This also is cor- 
roboration of part of the prosecution story. 
Next we have P. W. No. 4, the deceased’s 
sister, who says the two brothers were on good 
terms and who explains that Sham Singh 
became a faqir and that she and her husband 
gave him a site for a house and sank a 
well; also that Sham Singh used to practise 
medicine; and she stated in the first report 
that he was supposed to have some hundreds 
of rupees in his possession, and that perhaps 
the murder had been done for greed of 
money. Passing by evidence not connected 
with the actual murder or with the abetment, 
we have evidence (see P. Ws. Nos. 6 , 22 and 
24) which goes to show that the murderers did 
not go into the victim’s house and that nothing 
had been disturbed in the house. Next P. W. 
No. 7 says that Sham Singh and Nand Singh 
were on very bad terms, and details quarrels 
between the brothers. P. W. No. 20, Baggu, 
also states emphatically that the brothers were 
on very bad terms and did not visit each 
other. P. W. No. 10, a zaildar , testifies 
to Bhana haying pointed out where he 


had buried the Rs. 234 aforesaid, and P. 
W. No. 11 Bhola Singh, also a zaildar , 
corroborates this evidence. Then there is 
the evidence of P. W. No. 12 and P. W. 
No. 13 and Exhibit P. A, to show that 
Jamal Din owed Rs. 135 to Bhan Singh, 
and witnesses Nos. 14, 15, 16 and 17, who are 
what are usually called u’ajtakkar wit- 
nesses and whose evidence has been believ- 
ed by the Sessions Judge to this extent 
that these men probably did meet two 
persons on the night of the murder, 
but probably did not recognise them as 
the two accused, not having known them 
before. In our opinion the view of the 
Sessions Judge that the identification is not 
satisfactory is sound; and though the learned 
Sessions Judge 3 eems to think that, not- 
withstanding the absence of identification, 
their evidence is valuable as corroboration 
of the approver’s story, it seems to us 
that it is not the sort of corroboration which 
the law requires, for it does not directly 
connect the two accused before us with 
the murder. It is just the kind of cor- 
roboration which the authorities say is not 
sufficient, for these persons’ story, apart 
from their allegation of identification, if 
it be not believed, would be exactly the 
same, if the two persons they had met 
were other persons and not the two 

accused. Though two or three witnesses 
for the prosecution dilate upon the enmity 
existing between the two brothers, other 
witnesses go out of their way to say that 
there was no such enmity. There is also 
evidence (see P. W. No. 20 Baggu) that a 
few days before the murder Baggu saw 
Nand Singh at his own hou^e counting 
out money to Bhan Singh, and some 
other evidence that the two men had been 
seen talking together. Lastly, we have 
some track evidence which we have careful- 
ly considered. The prosecution in argu- 
ment did not lay any stress upon it, and 
we do not think that it is of auy particular 
value. 

It cannot be said that the oor- 
roboration contained in the evi fence, of 
which a sketch has been given above, 1*3 
very strong at the best, and in our 
opinion it is more than c vinterbalancoi 
by an incident testified to by P. W. No. 2J 
In*p°<jtorof Polioe, whosays that Bhan Singh’ 

• I 
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when he mad6 his Srst confession to the 
Police, implicated as his accomplice not 
Jamal Din, whom he never mentioned at 
all, but two men called Mangal and 
Kalu. We have looked at the zimnis and 
we find a very long and elaborate version 
of the story, in which Mangal and Kalu 
figure as the co-adjutors. It appears that 
when the Police put it to Bhan Singh 
that Mangal was in Jail at Faridkote and 
that Kalu, a well-known dacoit, was abs- 
conding, Bhan Singh turned round and 
said that they were not in it at all, but that 
Jamal Din was his accomplice, and then 
he proceeded to mention for the first time 
the bite in the thumb as having been 
done by his victim. Jamal Din was 
promptly sent for, and it was found that 
he had a bite in his thumb. Now if it 
was quite certain that, until Jamal Din 
appeared on the scene after Bhan Singh’s 
statement about him, no one knew that 
he had a bite in his thumb, there might 
be something to be said for Bhan Singh’s 
story; but Jamal Din lives in the same village, 
and whether he is, as the prosecution say, an 
intimate friend of Bhan Singh or not, at 
least he was well known to Bhan Singh- 
and had dealings with him, and it is not safe 
in these circumstances to conclude that the 
introduction of the story of the thumb by 
Jamal Din on that occasion was bona fide. 

The accused produced some evidence, 
but it is hardly necessary to discuss it as, in 
our opinion, there is no sufficient corroboration 
of Bhan Singh’s story, liven according to 
the Sessions Judge the only corroboration is, 
first , the fact that Nand Singh and Sham 
Singh were on unfriendly terms, secondly, that 
there had been communication between Bhan 
Singh and Nand Singh shortly before 
the murder, and thirdly , the so-called 
corroboration by P. Ws. Nos. 14 to 17 afore- 
said, which, however, we consider of no 
value at all. This, in our opinion, is not 
sufficient, even if we add the circumstance 
that the murder does not seem to have been 
done for gain, for, considering the character 
of Bhan Singh and considering that he is 
the sort of man who is capable of first 
naming two persons such as Mangal and 
Kalu and then carefully turning round 
and implicating another man, it is impossi- 
ble for us to have any sort of confidence 
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in Bhan Singh’s veracity. If he was 
strongly corroborated, and if that cor- 
roboration distinctly implicated the two accused 
in the murder and in the abetment directly, 
it might be possible to ignore the faot 
that Bhan Singh is by nature, a liar, but 
in the presence of such scanty corrobora- 
tion as we have here, we find it impossi- 
ble to convict the accused. 

For these reasons we accept these appeals 
and acquit both the appellants. 

Appeals accepted . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 437 of 19 1 6. 

May 18, 1916. 

Present Mr. Justice Chitty and 
Mr, Justice Walmsley. 

KOBBAT ALI — Accosed — Petitioner 

versus 

EMPEROR - Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 189$^, 8*. 367, 
424 — Appellate Court, judgment of, contents of — Find- 
ing , definite , necessity of. 

A Court of Appeal dismissed a criminal appeal with 
the observation that the evidence for the prosecution 
was, on the whole, slightly st ronger and that the story 
of t ho prosecution as regards probability was far 
more likely than the story set up by the defence: 

Held , that t ho opinion expressed by the Court was 

not sufficient for a conviction in a criminal case and 

% 

that unless the Court could como to some more 
dofinito opinion regarding the guilt of the accused, 
the latter ought to bo acquitted, [p. 699, col. 2.] 

Rule against the decision of the Ad- 
ditional District Magistrate, Daooa, dis- 
missing an appeal from the order of the 
Sub- Deputy Magistrate, Naraingunge, dated 
the 9th June 1916, 

FACTS appear from the following 
judgment of the lower Appellate Court: — 

The appellant has been convioted under 
section 456, Indian Penal Code, and 
sentenced to four months’ rigorous imprison- 
ment. It is alleged that complainant awoke 
on being touched by some one, got up and 
seized him. He was recognised as the 
accused. Complainant’s wife struok him 
with a dao. Then he got away. Appellant’s 
case is that complainant deliberately struck 
him on the hand with a dao, because he had 
depose 1 against complainant before the 
Police in QonneQtion with a seQtion 110 
oase. 
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“Complainant admits he is a ‘ dagi .’ A. 
great deal has been made of the question 
of the wound inflicted on appellant. The 
medical witness (D. W. No. 1) says he had 
an incised wound on the back of the left 
wrist, which was probably inflicted from 
in front. Why it should not have been 
inflicted from behind, I am quite unable 
to follow. It is perfectly easy to oonceive 
a person’s striking another on the back 
of the wrist from behind. It is a pity the 
doctor was not further cross-questioned on 
this point. However, the complainant’s 
account of the wound is confused. In his 
flrst information he said the wound was 
inflioted on the back. In his deposition in 
Court, he says he does not know when his 
wife inflicted the cuts. His wife, a girl of 
13, says she can’t say when she hit him : and 
then, again, that she inflicted two outs from 
behind the accused. All the prosecution 
witnesses, who came to the scene immediately 
after, say they saw blood marks in the hut 
and the investigating Sub-Inspector found 
marks also on the dao. It is quite conceiv- 
able that the complainant and his wife did 
not know, in the confusion, when they hit 
appellant, and ih 9 above inconsistencies are, 
I think, quite understandable, even the 
assertion that the blow was on the back and 
that there were two blows (as the lower 
Court observes, one may have missed). In 
support of the defence version of the wound- 
ing of appellant, we have one eye-witness 
and two witnesses, who came up just 
afterwards and were told by Kobbat that 
Mafijuddin had struck him. 

“The evidence for the prosecution is thus, 
on the whole, slightly stronger, and the 
story, as regards probability, is far more 
likely. 

“Under the circumstances, I see no reason 
to disbelieve the prosecution case. The 
appeal is dismissed and the finding and 
sentence affirmed. The appellant must be 
called upon to surrender and undergo the 

remainder of his sentence.” 

Babu Atulya Cham Bose , for the Peti- 
tioner. 

JUDGMENT. -In this case the learned 
Additional District Magistrate in giving 
his judgment said that the evidence for the 
prosecution was, on the wnole, slightly 
stronger and that the story, as regar s 
probability, was far more likely. This is not 


sufficient for a conviction in a criminal case 
and we think that unless he could come 
to some more definite opinion he ought to 
have acquitted the aoeu3ed. We accordingly 
set aside his order and direct that the appeal 
be re-heard. The petitioner will remain on 
the same bail pending the re-hearing of the 
appeal. 

Order set aside. 


BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Confirmation Case No. 2- of 
1917 (Appeal No. 20 of 1917). 

February 22, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Batchelor 
and Mr Justice Shah. 

LAXMYA SHIDDAPPA — Accused — 

Appellants 

versus 

EMPEROR — Respondent. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act V of 1898), s. 271— 
Penal Code ( Act XLV of 1860), s. 302— Murder — Plea 
of guilty — Conviction — Offence. 

It is not in accordance with the usual practice to 
accept a plea of guilty in a case where the natural 
sequence would be a sentence of death, [p. 700, 
col. 1.] 

Emperor v. Chenia Bhika Koli y 8 Bom. L. R. 240; 
3 Cr. L. J. 337, followed. 

Section 27 1 of the Criminal Procedure Code, though 
it directs that a plea of guilty shall be recorded, does 
not direct that the accused shall be convicted thereon, 
but only that he may be so convicted, that is to say, 
it is left to the discretion of the presiding Judge in 
each particular case to determine whether in spite of 
the plea it is or is not desirable to enter upon the 
evidence, [p. 700, col. l.J 

Appeal from conviction and sentence 
passed by the Additional Sessions Judge, 
Dharwar. 

Mr. H. B. Gumaste i for the Accused. 

Mr. S. S. Patkar (Government Pleader), 
for the Crowo. 

JUDGMENT. 

Batchelor, J. — This is a case of some pe- 
culiarity inasmuch as the appellant has been 
convicted of murder on his own plea and has 
been sentenced to death, there being no 
evidence recorded in the Court of Session. 
The learned Judge below has explained very 
carefully and fully why he adopted the course 
of convicting the accused on his own plea, 
and it seems to me clear from the judgment 
that the learned Judge gave the matter much 
consideration and acted as he thought for 

the best in the circumstances of some no^ 
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velty. Nor can it be said, at least in my 
opinion, that the learned Sessions Judge was 
definitely wrong in any point of law. Prob- 
ably if his attention had been called to the 
practice of the Courts in such oiroumstanccs, 
he would have acted otherwise. That prac- 
tice is defined by Sir Lawrence Jenkins, C. J. 
and Mr. Justice Russell in Emperor v. Chinia 
Bhika Kali (1), where it is laid down that 
“it is not in accordance with the usual practice 
to accept a plea of guilty in a case where the 
natural sequence would be a sentence of 
death The learned Judge below points to 
section 271 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
and observes quite correctly that he was 
bound to record the accused’s plea of guilty. 
The section, however, though it directs that 
the plea shall be recorded, does not direct 
that the accused shall be convicted thereon, 
but only that he may be so convicted, that 
is to say, it is left to the discretion of the 
presiding Judge in each particular case to 
determine whether in spite of the plea it is 
or is not desirable to enter upon the evidence. 
In the case before us the practical difficulty 
as entailed by the accused’s conviction on his 
mere plea is obvious. For the question 
which we have to determine is. assuming 
that the appellant is guilty of the murder, 
whether the sentence of death should or 
should not be enforced. Now that is a ques- 
tion which could only be answered when 
the circumstances of the crime are known to 
us, and the circumstances of this crime are 
not known to us. It may be that there are 
cises of murder whore the circumstances 
would be so clear that a Pencil of this Court 
would have no difficulty in confirming the 
capital sentence on the accused’s mere plea 
of guilty. Put this is not such a case. In 
the Magistrate's Court there was, we under- 
stand, some evidence led with a view to the 
inference that the accused was of unsound 
mind, and that is the plea which is the basis 
of his present appeal to us. There is nothing 
on our record which could enable us to say 
whether that plea is substantial or groundless. 
It is urged on behalf of the appellant that 
the crime itself was committed without any 
assignable motive, and, on the other hand, it 
is contended that there was some quirrel 
preceding the crime and that that q larrel 
led to the deceased’s murder. It is precisely 
upon such points as these that wo desire 

(1)8 Bom. L. K. 240; 3 Or. L. J. 337. 


information in order to guide us to a deoision 
whether the capital sentence is deserved. 
Was there a quarrel between the deceased 
and the accused prior to this offence, 
and, if so, what was ifs nature and by what 
interval of time did it precede the offence? 
These are questions upon which it is mani- 
festly important to us to have an answer. They 
are, however, questions upon which on this 
record we have no answer. Therefore, in 
this particular case it seems to me that the 
learned Sessions Judge would have been better 
advised if he had taken the evidence avail- 
able and I think that must now be taken in 
order that hereafter we may be in a position 
to decide rightly the important question 
which it is our business to decide. 

I would, therefore, reverse this conviction 
and sentence and direct, wa? done in 
Chinia' s case (1), that the accused be tried 
in accordance with law notwithstanding his 
plea of guilty. 

Shah, J. — I agree. 

Conviction ami sentence reversed. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 974 ok 1916. 

March 14, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir Edward Knox, Kt. 

PACHA LAL— Accused— Applicant 

versus 

EMPEROR — Opposite Party. 

U. P. Municipalities Act (l of 1900), s. 17— V. P. 
Municipalities Act (II of HUG), retrospective effect of — 
Offence under old Act — Sanction under neu> 4c/, 
validity of. 

A Municipal Board has power to grant sanction 
under tlr> provisions of the U. 1\ Municipalities Act, 
10 IG, for the prosecution of a person in respect of 
mi olTenee committed under the Act of 1900 inas- 
much as by section 17 of that Act a Municipal N 
Board is a corporate b > dy with a perpetual succession 
and a common seal and lias power to do all things 
neeessarv for its constitution and can sue and be sued 
in its corporate name; and these powers have not 
boon altered or limited by the Act of 1916. [p. 701, 

cols. 1 A 2.] 

Criminal revision from an order of the 
District Magistrate, Puuia, 

Mr. Peari/ Lai Banerji t for the Applicant. 

Mr. R. Malcjmson (Assistant G >vermi mi 
Advocate), for the Crr.vn. 

JUDGMENT. — P i m i fill hai baeVoon- 

vioted of an offence under section i6i of 


Voi. Xti] INDIAN 

In re jivraj daanji. 

Local Act I of 1900 and sentenced to pay 
a fine of Rs. 50. 

The allegation against him is that lie 
encroached upon a Municipal drain. What 
Bacha Lai appears to have done is that he 
made an erection on the side of the old 
drain. The breadth of the side of the d rain 
on top of which the erection has been 
made is fourteen inches and the length of 
frontage is 76 feet 3 inches. Bacha Lai’s 
defence was that he did no new work, he 
only repaired what was there before. The 
judgment is somewhat confused. I under- 
stand from it that Bacha Lai is not respon- 
sible for the whole of the erection that has 
been made on the top side of the drain. 
The learned District Magistrate says that 
the view most favourable to him whioh 
I am on the evidence able to take is that 
the platform extended over the wall of the 
drain when he bought the property and 
that he only raised the front part of it 
some seven or eight inches over a breadth 
of about half a foot and a length of some 
76 feet.” This he did without the permis- 
sion of the Municipal Board. The action 
would undoubtedly amount to alteration of 
the drain. The offence, however, appears to 
have been a highly technical one and I 
cannot help feeling that the learned District 
Magistrate has taken an extreme view of 
the case. It is certainly not a case in 
which the maximum penalty prescribed by 
law should have been enforced. In addition 
to this, however, it is raised on behalf of 
Bacha Lai that the conviction in any case 
is illegal as Act I of 19j0 has been re- 
pealed and that the Municipal Board that 
came into existence in 1916 was not empower- 
ed to grant sanction for the prosecution of 
an offence which had been committed before 
that Board came into existence. The sanc- 
tion for prosecution was given under the 
powers conferred by the Local Act II of 
1916. I have carefully considered this 
plea and I hold that it is not entitled to 
weight. Section 17 of Act I of 1900 under 
whioh the Municipal Board was incorporat- 
ed had by virtue of section 17 of Act I of 
1900 the existence of a corporate body 
with a perpetual succession and a common 
seal. It was empowered to do all things 
necessary for its constitution and could sue 
and be sued in its corporate name. All 
the members of the Board in existence 
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when Local Act I of 1900 was on the 
eve of expiring and Local Act II of 1916 
came into existence would be one and the 
same Board and have the same powers, 
unless those powers had been expressly 
limited or altered by law. No such altera- 
tion or limitation has been pointed out to 
me. I allow the application so far that I 
reduce the fine of Rs. 50 to Rs. 5. Any 
portion of the fine paid in excess of Rs. 5 
should be refunded. 

Appeal allowed. 


BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 
Criminal Reference No. 5 of 1917. 

March 14, 1917. 

Present: Mr. Justice Batchelor and 

Mr. Justice Shah. 

In re JI\ RAJ DHANJI — Accused. 

Citij of Bombay Municipal Act (Bom. Act III of 1888), 
ss. 46 L (o), 418— Bom bay Municipal Bye- Laics, 
Ch. Ill, Byelaw 4, whether ultra vires — Measure, 
honest and current, but not verified, use of— Offence- 
Commissioner, duty of. 

The fourth bye-law in Chapter III of the Bye-Laws 
framed by the Bombay Municipal Corporation, which 
prohibits the use of any measure which has not been 
duly verified by comparison with the standard measure, 
is beyond the powers vested in the Municipal Cor- 
poration under section 461 of the City of Bombay 
Municipal Act, inasmuch as it purports to give the 
Municipal Corporation or the Commissioner far wider 
power than that conferred by section 418 of the Act. 
l_p. 702, col. 2.] 

Clause (o) of section 461 of the City of Bombay 
Municipal Act means no more than that the Cor- 
poration shall have power to pass bye-laws to prevent 
the practice of fraud by the use of measures which 
are false or defective with reference to the standard 
measures assumed to have been verified by the Com- 
missioner as directed in section 418. But neither 
under section 418 nor under section 461 has the 
Corporation the power to say that in the private 
markets of the city no measure shall be brought into 
use unless it has already been verified by the Com- 
missioner. Rather the provisions of the Act import 
that if the Commissioner has reason to suspect any 
particular measure which is current, his method of 
controlling it is to verify it as directed under sec- 
tion 418, and thereafter to secure that the measures 
of that denomination in use shall correspond with 
the verified measure, [p. 702, col. 2; p. 703, col. 1.] 
There is nothing in section 418 or under sec 
U°a 461, clause (o), of the City of Bombay Municipal 
Act winch would justify the Municipality in prohibit- 
inn; the use of an honest measure in a private market 
merely on the plea that if the use of that measure 
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were prohibited, it might be easier for the Munici- 
pality to ensure that the measures actually in use 
should not be false or defective with reference to the 
verified and standard measures, [p. 703, col. 4.] 

The use of an honest measure of one description 
cannot be said to facilitate the commission of fraud 
by the use of false or defective measures of a wholly 
different name and description, [p, 703, col. l.J 

Criminal reference made by the Acting 
Third Presidency Magistrate, Bombay. 

Mr. Setalvad , for the Municipality. 

Messrs. Inver at ity and Baptista , for the 
Accused. 

JUDGMENT. 

Batchelor, J. — This is a reference by 
the learned Third Presidency Magistrate, 
before whom the Municipal Commissioner 
of Bombay had lodged a complaint against 
the accused to the effect that the acoused 
was guilty of infringing the 4th bye law in 
Chapter III of the Bye-Laws framed by the 
Bombay Municipal Corporation. 

The facts are not in dispute and are 
very clearly set out at the beginning of 
the learned Magistrate’s reference. There 
is, therefore, no need to recapitulate them. 
On the facts stated and admitted, the 
learned Magistrate was of opinion that the 
prosecution must fail on several points of 
law. But as these points seemed to the 
learned Magistrate to be involved in some ob- 
scurity, a reference to this Court was 
made. 

After argument on both sides l agree with 
the learned Magistrate that the prosecution 
must fail on one of the points of law to which 
the Magistrate has adverted. It is, there- 
fore, unnecessary for me to consider the 
other points raised in tlio reference. 

In my opinion the prosecution must fail, 
because the bye-law under which this pro- 
secution was instituted is beyond the power 
vested in the Municipal Corporation under 
section 461 of the City of Bombay Muni- 
cipal Act, We are concerned in the 
present case with a certain measure known 
as maplo. It is admitted that this measure 
is a perfectly honest measure which 
has been current in the City since 
August 1915. Now the bye-law of which 
the infringement has been alleged against 
the accused runs as follows. I quote only 
the words which are immediately applicable 
to the present case: No tenant of a shop 

shall keep at such shop any measure whioh 


has not been duly veri6ed by comparison 
with the standard measure.” That bye-law, 
which affects the keepers of shops in 
private markets, purports to be enacted 
under section 461, clause (o), of the Municipal 
Act. This clause empowers the Corporation 
to make bye-laws not inconsistent with the 
Act with respect to the matter of prevent- 
ing the use in any market of false or 
defective measures. Under section 41b of the 
Act it is provided that the Commissioner shall 
from time to time provide such local standards 
of measure as he deems requisite for the 
purpose of verification of measures in use 
in the City and shall make arrangement 
for the safe keeping of the said standards. 
It is also directed that the Commissioner 
shall provide from time to time proper 
means for verifying measures by comparison 
with the said standards. It is clear, as 
it seems to me, that under section 418, a duty 
is cast upon the Commissioner of recognis- 
ing the measures aotually current in the 
city, and his means of ensuring that such 
measures shall be faithfully followed are 
limited to the methods set out in that 
section. The bye-law, however, purports to 
give the Municipal Corporation or the 
Commissioner far wider power than that 
conferred by section 418. For it purports 
to empower these authorities to prohibit 
the use in a private market of any measure, 
honest or dishonest, provided only that it 
is a measure whioh has not been verified. 
Nor can the bye-law in my opinion be 
brought within the ambit of clause (o) of 
section 461. For that clause, as I oonstrue 
it, means no more than that the Corporation 
shall have power to pass bye-laws to pre- 
vent the practice of fraud by the use of 
measures whioh are false or defective with 


reference to the standard measures assumed 
to have been verified by the Commissioner 
as directed in section 418. But neither 
under section 418 nor under section 461 
has the Corporation any such power as 
they claim to exercise by this bye-law, 
the power, namely, to say that in the 
private markets of the city no measure 
shall be brought into use unless it has 
already been verified by the Commissioner, 
Rather the provisions of the Aot import 
that if the Commissioner has reason to 
suspect any particular measure whioh is 
current, his method of oontrolling it is to 
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verify it as directed under section 418, and 
thereafter to secure that the measures of 
that denomination in use shall correspond 
with- the verified measure. I can find nothing 
in section 418 or in section 461, clause 
(o), which would justify the^ Municipality 
in prohibiting the use of an honest measure 
in a private market merely on the plea 
that if the use of that measure were prohibit- 
ed, it might be easier for the Municipality 
to ensure that the measures actually in 
use should not be false or defective with 
reference to the verified and standard 
measures. The use of an honest measure 
of one description cannot be said to facilitate 
the commission of fraud by the use of false 
or defective measures of a wholly different 
name and description. 

On this ground I agree with the learned 
Magistrate that the bye-law of which the 
infringement is alleged against this accused 
is invalid under the Municipal Act, in so 
far as it prohibits the keeping, for use in 
a private market, of a measure which has 
been in use in the city out of which no 
standard has been kept by the Commissioner 
as required by section 418. Therefore, the 
prosecution must on this ground fail. 

Under section 433 of the Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code it is open to us to direct by 
whom the costs of this reference should be 
paid. But having regard to all the circum- 
stances we make no order as to costs. 

Shah, J. — I am of the same opinion. 

Reference answered in the affirmative. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Criminal Appeal No. 977 of 1916. 

April 23, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Scott-Smith and 
Mr. Justice Broadway. 

PIRTHI AND OTHERS CONVICTS — 

Appellants 

versus 

EMPE ROR — Prosecutor — Respondent. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Jcf V of 1898), s. 288 — 
Evidence transferred to Sessions record , value of — Con- 
viction — Confession , retracted — Corroboration. 

Evidence brought on to the Sessions record, under 
section 288 of the Criminal Procedure Code, must be 
treated as substantive evidence and there is nothing 
illegal in basing a conviction on such evidence, but it 


would not bo safe to do so without any other evi- 
dence to support it, and no responsible tribunal 
would permit the conviction of a person upon such 
evidence if it stood by itself, [p. 705, col. 1.] 

Such evidence cannot be accepted as proper 
corroboration of a confession made to a Magistrate 
and subsequently retracted, [p. 705, col. I.] 

Appeal from the order of the Sessions 
Judge, Hissar, dated the 21st October 1916, 
convicting the appellants under section 302, 
Indian Penal Code. 

Mr. Sham Lai , for the Appellants. 

Mr. Herbert (Assistant Legal Remem- 
brancer), for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT.— Shib Lai, Pirthi, Dalu, 
Narain Singh and Jhunni, Jots of Mauza 
Dhamaka, have been convicted of the 
murder of one Pem Singh on the 
night between the 2nd-3rd June 19 6 and 
under section 302, Indian Penal Code, have 
been sentenced to transportation for life. 
They have appealed and we have heard Mr. 
Sham Lai on their behalf, while Mr. (Her- 
bert has addressed us on behalf of the 
Crown. 

Pem Singh was a young man of 

about 22 or 23 years of age and his home 
was in Mauza Yaina, Aligarh District, 
but he had been living for some time at 
Mauza Yaina Atoli or Atori in the Gurgaon 
District with his sister. This sister died 
some three years ago but Pem Singh conti- 
nued to live in that village cultivating land 
there. According to the statement of his 
father, Jhanda, P. W. No. 1, he had returned 
to Mauza Yaina some three months before his 
death and is said to have left his home about 
the 10th Jeth last, corresponding to 22nd 
May 1916, taking Rs. 102 with him with 
the intention of purchasing bullocks. 
Jhanda, P. W. No. 1, after his son had been 
absent a week or so, began to make en- 
quiries about him but without any result, 
and he reported the disappearance of his 
son on the 19th June 1916 at Police Station 
Toppal, Aligarh District. On the 22nd 
June 1916 he made a further report at 
Police Station Palwal, and in his latter re- 
port he mentioned the fact that his son 
had had an intrigue with a daughter of 
one Rai Singh of Atori who might be 
able to give some clue as to his where- 
abouts. He then came to hear that a 
man had been caught by the villagers of 
Mauza Dhamaka as a thief and had been 
beaten to death. As the girl with whom 
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Pem Singh was said to have had a liaison 
was married in Mauza Dhamaka, Jhanda 
not unnaturally thought that there might 
be some connection between his son and 
the man rumoured to have been done to 
death in that village. He related his 
suspicions to the Police, who commenced 
making inquiries and ascertained that the 
girl in question, Musammat Daryai, had 
left her home and had been caught at 
Mauza Pirthala with Pem Singh; that the 
girl had been brought back to Mauza 
Dhamaka and that two or three nights 
later a man had been seen prowling about in 
that village, caught as a thief, and beaten 
to death, his body being subsequently cremat- 
ed in order to remove all traces of him. 

Following up this clue the Police 
made inquiries in Mauza Dhamaka and 
ascertained that on the night in question 

P. W. No. 3, Bidhu, P. W. No 4, Nawashi, P. 
W. No. 5, Nathu, and P. W. No. 6, Devi Ram, 
had been on thikari pahra and on their 
being questioned they admitted having seen 
and caught a man prowling about at night 
and brought him back towards the abadi. 
They were met by a number of villagers, 
of whom the five appellants were the fore- 
most and who, on seeing their capture, 
recognised him as the man who had carried 
off Musammat Daryai and proceeded to beat 
him to death, subsequently cremating his 
dead body. This information was elicited 
on the ‘26th June 1916, and according to 
the evidence Shib Dal and Jhunni, appel- 
lants, made certain statements and pointed 
out certain spots which resulted in the 
recovery of a dhoti from a well belonging 
to Ram Sahai (pointed out by Shib Dal) 
and a pair of shoes and a saja produced 
on the following day (27th June 1916) by 
Jhunni. 

The accused were placed before Mr. 
Rust, Committing Magistrate, on the 29th 
June 1916, who on that date record- 
ed the statement of Shib Dal (who expressed 
his desire to make one) and then that of 
Jhunni. In these statements Shib Dal and 
Jhunni admitted having killed Pem Singh 
and cremated his body. At the trial in 
the Court of Session the principal witnesses 
have practically in a body resiled from 
their statements made to the Committing 
Magistrate, and the learned Sessions 
Judge, has, under section 288, Criminal 


Procedure Code, brought on to the Sessions 
record the statements made by the four 
thikari pahra witnesses, by P. W. No. 2, Mu- 
sammat Daryai, and P. W. No. 7, Mohar Ram, 
The conviction of the appellants is admittedly 
based on the statements made by these 
witnesses in the Court of the Committing 
Magistrate, and it has been held that these 
statements taken in conjunction with the 
confessions of Shib Lai and Jhunni, although 
retracted, are sufficient to convict the appel- 
lants. 

After an examination of the evidence 
in its entirety we see no reason for doubting 
that Pem Singh had a liaison with Musammat 
Daryai and that she had eloped with him but 
had been brought back from Mauza Pirthala. 
Musammat Daryai, while denying the in- 
timacy, admits that she had left her hus- 
band’s home and, quite by chance, met Pem 
Singh outside her village, and that she had 
been followed by Narain Singh and Mohar 
Ram (P. W. No. 7) and caught at Mauza 
Pirthala, from where she was brought back. 
She admits these facts in the Sessions 
Court as well as that Pem Singh was with 
her at Pirthala, Mohar Ram, P. W. No. 7, 
supports her statement with regard to her 
capture at Mauza Pirthala by him and 
Narain Singh in the company of a man. 
In our opinion it has been established that 
Musammat Daryai did elope with Pem Singh 
and was caught with him at Mauza 
Pirthala, 

The next point which has, we think, 
been clearly proved is that on the night 
when it is said Pem Singh was killed, 
Bidhu and his companions did surprise 
and pursue and capture a man who vras, 
on his being brought back to the village, 
done to death. Bidhu and his companions 
adhered to this statement in the Court of 
Session and wo see no reason for doubting 
them. In the Court of Session they, how- 
ever, stated that the thief was not recognised 
by any one and they themselves professed to 
be wholly ignorant of the names of the 
villagers who beat their capture to death. 
Before the Committing Magistrate they clearly 
stated that the five appellants on seeing 
their capture recognised him as the lover of 
Musammat Daryai and set on to him. 

Mr. Sham Lai on behalf of the 
appellants has urged that it was illegal 
to base tho conviction of his clients on the 
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evidence brought on to the record under section 
288, Criminal Procedure Code, and we were 
referred to Umar v. Empress (1), Ghan- 
wara v. Emperor (2) and Queen-Empress v. 
Jadub Das (3). We are unable to hold that 
Mr. Sham Lai’s contention is correct, for in 
our opinion the evidence brought on to the 
Sessions record under section 288, Criminal 
ProcedureCode, must be treated as substantive 
evidence and there is nothing illegal in basing 
the conviction on such evidence. At the same 
time we do not think that ir. would be safe 
to base a conviction on such evidence with- 
out any other evidence to support it. To do 
so would, in our opinion, be exceedingly 
dangerous and we agree with the ruling in 
Queen -Empress v. Nirmal Das (4), thinking 

that it is difficult to conceive that any 
responsible tribunal should permit the convic- 
tion of a person upon such evidence, if it 
stood by itself.” [See also Queen- Empress v. 
Jeochi (5), Emperor v. Dwarka Kurmi (6) and 
Omar v. Empress (1).] Similarly we 
think that the evidence brought in under 
section 288, Criminal Procedure Code, can- 
not be accepted as proper corroboration of 
a confession made to a Magistrate and sub- 
sequently retracted. See Queen-Empress v. 
Jadub Das (3) and Queen-Empress v. Bharm- ■ 
appa (7). 

Turning to the evidence in this case 
we find that against Pirthi, Dalu and 
Narain Singh, appellants, the only evidence 
is the statements brought on to the record 
under section 288, Criminal Procedure Code. 
In onr opinion it would be unsafe to convict 
them on this evidence and we, therefore, 
accept their appeals. 

The case against Shib Lai is on 
a different footing, for against him there 
is not only this evidence but also his own 
confession recorded by Mr. Rust on the 

' (I) 51 P. R. 1887 Cr. 

(2) 30 Inch Cas. 436; 15 P. W. R. 1915 Cr.; 16 Cr. L. 
J. 612. 

(3) 27 C. 295; 4 C. W. N. 129; 14 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 
194. 

(4) 22 A. 445; A. W. N. (1900) 169; 9 Ind. Dec. 
(n a.) 1334. 

(5) 21 A. Ill; A. W. N. (1898) 196; 9 Ind. Dec. 
(n. s.) 780. 

(6) 28 A. 683; A. W. N. (1903) 187; 3 A. L. J. 852; 
4 Cr. L. J. 61. 

(7) 12 M. 12 1; 2 Weir 376; 4 Ind. Doc. (n. s.) 433. 
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29th June 1916. It is true that this con- 
fession was retracted by him before Mr. 
Rust on the 13fch July 1916 as well as 
before the Sessions Judge, but it is to 
some extent corroborated by the fact that 
a dhoti said to belong to the deceased Pem 
Singh was discovered from a well which was 
pointed ©ut by him. In these circumstances 
we see no doubt as to his guilt and 
especially as there has been no reason shown 
to us for thinking that Bidhu and his 
companions had any motive for falsely nam- 
ing him. 

With regard to the case of Jhunni, 
there is in addition to the evidence brought 
on to the record under section 288, Criminal 
Procedure Code, his own confession and 
that of Shib Lai. With regard to his own 
confession it is in evidence that before he 
made his statement, some sort of promise of 
pardon was made to him. It is not quite clear 
whether such an offer was actually made but 
we do not feel .justified, in the circumstances, 
in taking his confession into consideration 
against him. Eliminating that, however, 
there still remains the confession made by 
Shib Lai. Although we would not consider 
the statements of Bidhu and his companions 
made before the Committing Magistrate as 
worthy of acceptance as complete corrobora- 
tion of Shib Lai’s confession as against 
Jhunni, there is in' addition the fact that 
Jhunni himself produced a pair of shoes 
and a pugri which have been identified as be- 
longing to the deceased. With this additional 
corroboration we feel no doubt as to Jhunni’s 
guilt and we accordingly must uphold his con- 
viction. The evidence recorded by the Sessions 
Judge clearly shows that the attack by the 
villagers on the person caught by Bidhu and 
his companions was made after (he pursuit 
had ended and when the capture (who, 
we have no doubt, was Pem Singh) was 
being brought back to the village. In these 
circumstances there was not the slightest 
justification or excuse for killing him and 
the offence, therefore, clearly falls under sec- 
tion 302. Indian Penal Code. 

We accordingly accept the appeal of 
Pirthi, Dalu and Narain Singh and direct 
their release. The convictions of Shib Lai 
and Jhunni are, however, maintained and their 
appeal is dismissed. 

Appeal partly accepted. 
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CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 158 of 1917. 

Febrnary 28, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Teunon and 
Mr. Justice Chaudhuri. 

Mrs. E. H. JOLLY— Complainant — 

Petitioner 

versus 

St. JOHN WILLIAM JOLLY— 
Defendant— Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 1898), s. 488 
(9) — Complaint— Husband complained against living 
temporarily in Calcutta— Jurisdiction of Calcutta 
Courts. 

Respondent who lived in Darjeeling came to 
Calcutta where he resided from the 16th to 23rd 
January. While he was residing in Calcutta an 
application under section 488, Criminal Procedure 
Code, was made by his wife to the Presidency Magis- 
trate’s Court in Calcutta: 

Held , that the residence of the husband in Calcutta 
from the 16th to the 23rd January, when the appli- 
cation under section 48**, Criminal Procedure Code, 
was made, was sufficient to give the Presidency 
Magistrate’s Court in Calcutta jurisdiction, having 
regard to sub-aection 9 of section 488, Criminal Pro- 
cedure Codo. 

Mr. 8. Sandell , for the Petitioner. 

Babu Santosh Kumar Bose, for the Opposite 
Party. 

JUDGMENT. — In this case the petitioner 
before us applied to the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate under the provisions of the section 
488 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 
The application was against one St. John 
William Jolly who, it appears, is her hus- 
band. They have not been living together 
and the lady applies for maintenance. At 
the hearing of the case a preliminary 
objection was taken on the ground of 
jurisdiction. It is stated that the husband 
has lived in Darjeeling from the year 
1913, and that he is still a resident, of 
Darjeeling. But in his own affidavit the 
opposite party, the husband, admits that he 
was in fact in Calcutta on business from the 
29th November till the 9th of January. The 
petitioner’s first application bears date the 9th 
January. The husband says that he left Cal- 
cutta for Darjeeling on that day, and though 
it is clear that the petition was written on 
the 9th it is not clear that it was actually 
presented to the Magistrate before the 10th 
January But the husband further admits 
that he had returned to Calcutta on the 
16th January and has been in Calcutta 
since or at least throughout the continuance 
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of the proceedings. Now, on the 23rd, 
January when the husband was admittedly 
in Calcutta, the petitioner put in a fresh 
application to the Presidency Magistrate 
requesting that that petition and her origi- 
nal petition of the 9th should be treated 
as parts of one and the same petition and 
that action should bo" taken on her appli- 
cation as on and from the 23rd January. 
Obviously the evidence of the husband iq 
Calcutta from the 16th to the 23rd January, 
when that application was made, is sufficient 
to give the Court jurisdiction having regard 
to sub-section (9) of section 488, Criminal 
Procedure Code. 

We, therefore, make the Rule absolute, 
set aside the order complained of and direct 
that the case be remitted to the Presidency 
Magistrate before whom it was to be heard 
and decided by him on the merits. 

We desire to add that we trust that after 
the delay that has already been allowed 
to ooour, the learned Presidency Magistrate 
on the return of the oasAto him will proceed 
to dispose of it with all expedition. 

Rule made absolute . 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 781 of 1916. 

December 6, 1916. 

Present : — Justice Sir George Knox, Kt. 

PARBHU LAL — Applicant 

versus 

Musammat JANKI — Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V o) 1898J, s. 253— 
Dischai'ge , effect of —District Magistrate, power of , to 
hold or direct further inquiry. 

Where an accused is discharged by a Magistrate 
under section 253 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
tbo District Magistrate has jurisdiction to hold a 
further inquiry himself or to direct a further inquiry 
by a Subordinate Magistrate, [p. 707, col, 2.] 

Quccn.Empress v. Chotu , 9 A. 52; A. W. N. (1886) 
281; 5 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 465, relied upon. 

Criminal revision against the order of 
the District Magistrate, Aligarh, dated the 
12th September 1916. 

Messrs. A . H. 0. Hamilton and 0. ft. 
Alston, for the Applicant. 

Mr. Bhagwati Shanker , for the Opposite 
Party. 
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JUDGMENT. — One Musammat Janki had 
made over custody of certain valuables to 
a man named Parbhu Lai. This much is 
admitted by Parbhu Lai, although he says 
that he had not that amount of the valuables 
which Musammat Janki says she made over 
to him. Musammat Janki in the first instance 
went to Babu Sohan Lai and apparently 
instituted a criminal complaint in his Court 
against Parbhu Lai. The record of that 
case is not before me; but an order has 
been produced in the case which simply 
says that with reference to certain Police 
papers Janki’s complaint is ordered to be 
filed. She then went to the Court of Babu 
Sham Lai, a Magistrate of the second class, 
a few days after. There is a certified copy 
of an order passed in the case, which is to 
the effect that the complainant has failed 
to produce any evidence, that on her own 
admission she deposited ornaments with the 
accused and the accused lost them in a 
theft at his house. Her case seems to be 
one for Civil Courts as no breach of trust 
seems to be intended. The complaint is dis- 
missed under section 203, Criminal Procedure 
Code. For the third time Musammat Janki 
went to the Court of Babu Sohan Lai, 
Magistrate of the first class. Whether it was 
the same Sohan Lai who dealt with the 
case in the first instance does not appear. 
He too dismissed the complaint under 
section 203, Criminal Procedure Code. He 
says that two witnesses have been produced 
only to show that the complainant placed her 
valuables in the custody of her master Parbhu 
Lai. Whether or not they were returned 
to the custody of himself is not known, even 
if these doubtful witnesses were fully believed 
Besides the Police who had already fully in- 
quired into the matter certainly did not find 
that Parbhu Lai’s house was not robbed. It 
seems true. that the complainant’s property 
was taken away by the thieves and she now 
wants it back from her master. I do not think 
a case of criminal misappropriation is made 
out. The complaint seems groundless and 
is dismissed under section 203, Criminal 
Procedure Code. The complainant might go 
to Civil Court.” As to the complaint which 
she preferred to the District Magistrate 
of Aligarh after Sohan Lai had dismissed 
her complaint, it would appear that she 
out of Court tried to interview the District 


Magistrate and followed up her attempt by a- 
complaint instituted before him. The 
Magistrate in an order dated 12th Septem- 
ber 1916 sets aside the Sub* Divisional 
Magistrate’s order dismissing the complaint 
and directs that a warrant under section 
420, Indian Penal Code, with reasonable 
bail be issued against Parbhu Lai. It is 
from this order of 12th September that 
the present application has been made; 
and it is contended that the learned Dis- 
trict Magistrate has not shown in 1 his 
order any legal ground which would justify 
further inquiry and that in face of the 
circumstances under which the complaints 
on the same facts had been dismissed, h6 
did not exercise a proper discretion in 
the matter. I have always felt consider^ 
able difficulty in dealing with applications 
of this kind. I know that different High 
Courts take different views on the question 
but there is the Full Bench decision of this 
Court in Queen-Empress v. Ghotu (1), in which 
it was held that when a Magistrate had 
discharged an accused person under section 
253, Criminal Procedure Code, the District 
Magistrate had jurisdiction to '* hold further 
inquiry himself or direct further inquiry 
by a Subordinate Magistrate. So far as I 
know this decision has not been' departed 
from in this Court. The Full Bench which 
arrived at that decision was a Full Bench 
of the whole Court, and the Judges who 
pronounced the decision were Judges of 
great experience, especially in criminal 
matters. I understand that this position 
is not contested by the learned Counsel who 
appears for Parbhu Lai. If a Magistrate 
has jurisdiction to hold farther inquiry in 
such a case, I do not think that his 
discretion should be interfered with except 
on very strong grounds. I cannot say that 
I find in this case that the Magistrate 
who dealt with the case went at all fully 
into the matter, and the impression left 
upon my mind is that whether Musammat 
Janki’s complaint is true or false, on that 
point I pronounce no decision whatever, she 
has not had a full opportunity ot proving 
her case in the Courts below. The first 
Court which dealt with it evidently looked 

(D 9 A. 52; A. W. N. (1886) 281; 5 Ind. Deo. 

(N s.; 46o. 
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into the matter through Police spectacles. 
The order passed by the second Court, 
namely* Babu Sham Lai, is also a very 
summary order. It undoubtedly was the 
case that the complainant had failed to 
adduce any evidence before him. At the 
same time I do not think it was a case 
which he should have dealt with under 
section 203, Criminal Procedure Code. There 
was no doubt that ornaments belonging to 
Musammat Janki had been deposited with 
Parbhu Lai; but the facts stated in her 
complaint were facts on which a summons 
should, in my opinion, have been ordered. 
The third order, namely, that passed by 
Babu Sohan Lai on the 5th of September 
1916, bears internal evidence of carelessness 
and want of proper apprehension of the 
case. He too seems to have been led 
away by the Police report; and all that 
he says is that he does not think that 
a case of criminal misappropriation has been 
made out, and that the complaint seems 
groundless. He evidently wished to throw 
off the responsibility on to a Civil Court. 
Under these circumstances I am prepared 
to uphold the District Magistrate’s order 
which was within his jurisdiction. But 
the Court to which the case goes for trial 
should warn Musammat Janki in most clear 
terms of the danger of instituting a false 
case. Provided that is done and she incurs 
the risk, I think she is entitled to a full 
trial of the case which she puts against 
Parbhu Lai. Parbhu Lai was never sum- 
moned and as far as the record shows has 
not been in any way inconvenienced by the 
previous attempts of Musimmat Janki to 
get her case heard. He can recompense 
himself if the case after proper trial is 
found to be a false one. The application 
is dismissed. 

A pplicatiun dismissed. 


SIND JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

Criminal Report No. 164 of 1916. 

December 15, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Pratt, J. C., and 
Mr. Crouch, A. J. C. 

EMPEROR— Applicant 

versus 

PARIO wd. BACHAL— Opponent. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act V of 1898J, n. 439 — 
Revision — Enhancement of sentence — High Couvt f 
interference by. 

The enhancement of a sentence by the High Court, 
under section 439 of the Criminal Procedure Code, is 
a serious proceeding. The High Court should not 
ordinarily interfere where a substantial sentence has 
been passed by the Trying Court and will be always 
slow to interfere, unless the sentence passed is 
manifestly inadequate. 

Criminal report by the District Magis- 
trate, Karachi, against the order of the second 
class Magistrate, Manjhand. 

Mr. E. Raymond (Public Prosecutor for 
Sind), for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. — The accused has been 
sentenced to three mouths rigorous impri- 
sonment for theft. 

The District Magistrate reports the case to 
us with a recommendation that the sentence 
be enhanced to six months. 

Enhancement of a sentence is a serious 
proceeding. This Court does not ordinari- 
ly interfere when substantial sentence has 
been passed by the Trying Court and is 
always slow to interfere, unless the sentenoe 
passed is manifestly inadequate. 

The alteration recommended by the Dis- 
trict Magistrate is altogether too trivial 
to justify an appeal to our revisional juris- 
diction. It is not desirable that Dis- 
trict Magistrates should rely upon this Court 
to obtain appropriate punishments on the 
conviction of offenders. They should 
rather see that the case is properly re- 
presented before the Trying Magistrate. 

We decline to interfere in this case 
and direct the record and proceedings to be 
returned. 




Interference declined . 
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In re ratna mudali. 

MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision Case No. 807 op 1916 
(Criminal Revision Petition No. 657 

of 1916). 

AND 

Criminal Revision Case No. 821 op 1916 
(Taken dp No. 42 of 1916.) 

February 14, 1917. 

Present: — Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Napier. 

In Cr. R. C. No. 807. 

In re RATNA MUDALI and another — 

Petitioners. 

In Cr. R. C. No. 821. 

In re RATNA MUD ALT— Petitioner. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V o/1898j,s. 54, 

scope of — Cognisable cases — Police , power of, to arrest 
when warrant already issued by Magistrate. 

Section 54 of the Criminal Procedure Code does not 
prevent any Police Officer from arresting a person 
where a warrant for his arrest lias already been 
issued by a Magistrate, and the exercise of the power 
is not restricted only to the officer to whom the 
warrant is directed, [p. 709, col. 2.] 

Charu Chandra Majumdar, In the matter of, 37 Tnd. 
Cas. 57; 20 C. W. N. 1233: 44 C. 76; 18 Cr. L. 
J. 73 and Queen-Empress v. Valip, 18 A. 246; 
A. W. N. (1896) 48; 8 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 

871; Queen-Empress v. Kalian, 19 M.-310: 6 M. 
Tj. T. 173; 1 Weir 206; 6 Ind. Dec. (n. s,) 92*, dis- 
tinguished. 

Per Napier, J. — The object of the Code is to give the 
widest powers to the Police in cognisable cases 
and the only limitation is the necessary requirement 
©f reasonability and credibility of the information to 
prevent the misuse of the powers, [p. 709, col. 2.] 

Petition, under sections 435 and 439 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, praying 
the High Court to revise the judgment of the 
Sessions Court, Chingleput, in Criminal 
Appeal No. 30 of 1916, preferred against 
the judgment of the Court of the Joint 
• Magistrate of Chingleput, in Calendar Case 
No. 115 of 1916. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. Rang achar i ar , for the 
Petitioner. 

The Public Prosecutor, for the Crown. 

ORDER. 

Ayling, J. — The only point argued is 
that the arrest was illegal. It is in evidence 
that a warrant had been issued for the 
arrest of Velan and Knppan on a charge 
of a cognisable offence, that the constables 
knew of this, and had been directed by 
their Sub-Inspector to be on the look- 
out for them, and arrest them if found. 
In such circumstances, I have no hesita- 


tion whatever in deciding that they were 
.lustified, under section 54 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, in making the arrest. 
Of the cases quoted by Mr. Rangaohariar, 
In the matter of Charu Chandra Majumdar 

(1) is clearly distinguishable on the ground 
that no warrant had been issued. The 
other oases, Abdul Gafur v. Queen-Empress 

(2) , Queen-Empress v. Dal ip (3) and Queen- 
Empress v. Kalian (4>, appear to me to have 
no bearing on the applicability of section 
54 of tbe Code of Criminal Procedure. 

There is no reason for interfering with 
the convictions; but I regard the im- 
position of a fine on the 1st accused as 
unnecessary and would remit that portion 
of the sentence. 

The fine, if paid, should be refunded. 

Napier, J. — This point is to my mind not 
arguable. A clear distinction is made in the 
Criminal Procedure Code between cog- 
nisable and non-cognisable cases. Section 
54 empowers any Police Officer to arrest 
without an order from a Magistrate and 
without a warrant any person who has 
been concerned in a cognisable offence 
or against whom a resonable com- 
plaint has been made or credible informa- 
tion received or a reasonable suspicion 
exists of his having been so concerned. The 
object of the Code is to give the widest 
powers to the Police in cognisable cases 
and the only limitation is the necessary 
requirement of reasonability and credibility 
to prevent the misuse of the powers. The 
Legislature could have confined the power 
to officers in charge of a Police station, 
as is done in section 55, where matters 
are dealt with which are not offences, 
but has not thought fit to do so. The 
suggestion that a Police Officer who sus- 
pects a man of having committed a cog- 
nisable offence may arrest but that he may 
not arrest when a warrant has been issued, 
has nothing in the language of the section to 
support it and would enable a man wanted by 
the Police on a charge of murder, for instance, 

(i) 37 Ind. Cas. 57; 20 C. VV. N. 1233; 44 C. 76; 18 
Cr. L. J. 73. 

(2 j 23 C. 896; 12 Ind. Deo. (n. s ) 695. 

(3 1 18 A. 246; A. W. N. (1896) 48; 8 Ind. Dec 
(n. s ) 871. 

(4) 19 M. 310; [6 M. L. J. 173; 1 Weir 206; 6 I«d 
Dec. (n. s.) 922. 
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acquittal in the murder trial is reversed 
he is instructed not to press the Govern- 
ment appeal against the acquittal in the 
section 330 trial. 

The evidence produced by the pro- 
secution in the case under section 302 falls 
into the following classes: — 

1. The evidence that Jawand Singh was 
beaten by Abdullah approver under the 
orders of Miran Bakhsh, head constable, as 
soon as he reached the deori at Sand h wan 
and expressed his inability to disgorge his 
share of the stolen property. 

2. The evidence of Abdullah the in- 
former to the effect that on the evening of 
the-. 31st of October, Miran Bakhsh, head 
constable, between 9 p. m. and midnight 
ini a state of intoxication pounded Jawand 
Singh, with his knees, that Jawand Singh 
died at about 3 o’clock the next morning and 
that the approver and the two accused re- 
moved the body to the canal and there caused 
it to sink by weighing down the chadnr which 
was wrapped round it with clods of earth. 

3. The evidence of Abdullah (haukidar 
and Kanga and Waryama sweepers who 
during the night of the 31st of October sat 
and watched in 'the inner Jeori of the havtli 
where the Police had put up, and saw the 
head constable enter the room and heard the 
groans of Jawand Singh. 

4. The evidence of Sant Singh and Bhag- 
wan Singh, etc., who depose that on the early 
morning of the 1st of November on enquiry 
from the head constable they were told by 
him that Jawand Singh was still in the 
kothri which was then locked and that on the 
following day, i.e. t 2nd of November they 
found, on opening the kothri with the key 
which was in possession of Ahmad Din, that 
Jawand Singh was not inside the kothri. 

5. The statements of persons who prove 
that on the 10th of November the body of 
a man was found in a terminal lake of the 
canal at Harike, which is some 12 miles away 
from Sandhwan, that the body was photo- 
graphed and buried and again after exhuma- 
tion was identified as the body of Jawand 
Singh. 

Finally there is the medical evidence 
which shows that the death of Jawand Singh 
was not due to drowning, that the post mortem 
revealed fractures of the 7th and 8th ribs on 
(he right side in the mammary line and of 
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the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 6th ribs on the left 
side in the parasternal line. 

The body was identi6ed on the 14th 
November by Musammat Bhagan, the mother 
of Jawand Singh, by Siwan Singh, lambardar 
of his village, and also by Abdullah, the 
chaukidar of Sandhwan. The photograph 
which wa 9 taken of the body and also a pair 
of drawers which had been removed from 
the body by the sweeper at Kaaur were 
identified by these witnesses. Although the 
learned Sessions Judge in- so many words 
does not say that he found that this body 
was the body of Jawand Singh, he does not 
anywhere suggest that he disbelieves this 
evidence, and we understand him to have 
proceeded on the theory that the body re. 
covered was indeed Jawand Singh’s bodyi 
Before us it has not been contended on behalf 
of the respondents that the recovered body 
was not Jawand Singh’s, and we have no 
hesitation in holding that it was Jawand 
Singh’s corpse. So muoh then is clear, vti.* 
that Jawand Singh was in the hands of the 
Police on the evening of the 3 1 st of October 
1915, that he was not seen alive subsequent- 
ly in village Sandhwan or anywhere else; 
and the question for decision is whether he 
came by his death in a manner unknown to' 
the respondents, for suoh was their plea • 
before the learned Sessions Judge, or as is' 
alleged by the prosecution, at the hands of * 
the Police. The story told by Miran Bakhsh « 
is that he was aroused between 3 and 4' 
o’clock in the morning of the 1st of November 
by Abdullah whom with Ahmad Din he had, 
the evening before, left in oharge of Jawand* 
Singh in the kothri and was then informed 
by Abdullah that Jawand Singh had dis- 
appeared. If this, however, were a truthful 
story, we should expeot to find that he raised 
an alarm and that he caused a search to be 
made for the fugitive in the interior of the 
haveli , for k is admitted that the only means 
of exit from the haveli lay through the deori 
in which Miran Bakhsh, Sakhawat Ali, Mula, 
Bassa and Abdullah chaukidar were sleep- 
ing. Nothing, however, of this kind seems 
to have been done. The village wa9 not 
aroused and the Jat witnesses depose that 
when they inquired about Jawand Singh 
next morning, they w’ere told by the head 
constable that he was still in the kothri . On 
the morning of the 1st of Noyea^ber the l^ea<J 
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constable sent off Mala and Bassa to Kishen 
Kot in order that a remand might be 
obtained, and it is a remarkable fact that 
he sent no information' to Kishenkot by 
the hand of the constable, who took Bassa 
and Mnla, of the fact that Jawand Singh 
had escaped. It is true that Miran Bakhsh 
wrote up a diary dated the 1st of November 
in which a mention of the flight of Jawand 
Singh is made, bat we have no assurance 
whatever that the entry referred to was 
really made at the time- 3 or 4 a. m. on 
the 1st of November- at which it purports 
to have been written, for though the thana 
is only some 6 kos away, that report reached 
the thana only on the 4th November. On 
the showing of Miran Bakhsh himself he 
appears to have taken little or no action on 
the 1st of November beyond sending Abdul- 
lah away ostensibly in search of the fugitive. 
It is true that he says he despatched 
Sakhawat Ali also on the same errand, but 
Sakhawat Ali contradicts him on this point 
and states that he did nothing at all on that 
day. It was only on the evening of the 2nd 
of November that Miran Bakhsh proceeded 
to Kishenkot and there informed Lahori 
Mai Sub-Inspector of the flight of Jawand 
Singh, and it is a somewhat suspicious cir- 
cumstance that in his report to Lahori Mai he 
suggested that Jawand Singh might have com- 
mitted suicide. In viewof thefaot that Jawand 
Singh was merely suspected of complicity 
in an act of house-breaking, the suggestion 
that he might have committed suicide appears 
to indicate that the head constable knew that 
Jawand Singh was no longer alive. 

On receipt of the head constable’s 
report the Sub Inspector Lahori Mai proceed- 
ed to Sandhwan and reached there to 6nd 
that the Jat proprietors had gone off to make 
a report of their suspicions to the thana. 
The Sub-Inspector, however, found the 
village full of rumour that Jawand Singh 
had been made away with by the Police, and 
he at once proceeded to record statements 
among which the most important was that 
of Waryama, one of the sweepers who had 
been watching inside the deori on the night 
of the 3 1st of October. 

Waryama’s statement was corrobo- 
rated by those of R-anga, Kharaiti, Mehr 
Din, Budhiand Sant Singh on this point. 
They all agreed that they had heard the 


groans proceeding from the hut in which 

Jawand Singh was confined on the night of 
the 31st. 


The learned Sessions Judge has come 
to the conclusion that the story told by 
Abdullah approver is unreliable, also that 
the other witnesses who have been produced 
to corroborate the approver’s statement are 
equally untrustworthy. We have been care- 
fully conducted through the evidence by both 
the learned Government Advooate and the 
learned Counsel who appeared for Miran 
Joakhsh, and we find ourselves forced to the 
conclusion that the attitude of the learned 
Sessions Judge towards this mass of evidence 
cannot be supported. We find that his 
criticisms are in part quite erroneous, because 
he has compared portions of the approver’s 
statement instead of comparing the state- 
ments made by him on different occasions 
as a whole. Other criticisms we must 
hold to be puerils because they deal 
with such minor incidents as would 
not affect the credibility of the main 
story. Generally speaking we hold that 
the attitude of the learned Sessions Judge 
was excessively hypercritical. We see no 
reason to doubt that whatever ill-usage was 
suffered by Jawand Singh was inflioted upon 
him with the full knowledge of Miran Bakhsh 
bead constable. Indeed, as Miran Bakhsh 
was conducting the enquiry in the burglary 
case and was the chief person interested in 
its successful solution, we have no doubt 
that the order to extort information from 
Jawand Singh came originally from him 
In fact it is perfectly clear that as soon as 
Jawand Singh arrived the head constable 
had him well beaten by Abdullah in the 
deon. Wo are, however, unhesitatingly p re . 
pared to go farther than this; and we hold 
that the evidence of Waryama and Ranga 
sweepers to the effect that at about 9 o’clock 

at night th e y saw Mi ran Bakhsh proceed to 
the kothn in which Jawand Singh was 
confined, that immediately after they heard 

sounds of pain proceeding from the kothri 
and that Miran Bakhsh head constable left 
the kothri after a considerable stay there is 
quite true in all its main details Mu^h 
argument has been used before us to show 
that the Police had no need of calling these 
two sweepers to keep watch during the 
night. Above all it was suggestel that, hq4 
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they intended to inflict torture on Jawand 
Sinph, they would have carefully avoided 
calling witnesses who might subsequently 
give evidence against them. This argument 
is fallacious, for we are quite satisfied that 
it was never the intention of the accused to 
kill Jawand Singh and that they had no 
apprehension that the comparatively petty 
tortare they originally intended to inflict 
would ever come to the ears of the authorities. 
Just as in the early morning Jawand Singh 
had been publicly beaten without any 
attempt to conceal the faot, similarly the 
torture inflicted upon him in the kothri , if 
it had had no fatal result, would have passed 
without attracting any particular attention. 

The learned Sessions Judge appears 
to accept the faot that Jawand Singh was 
killed by the Polioe, but he comes to the 
conclusion that the whole offence could have 
been perpetrated by the approver without 
the consent and apparently without the 
knowledge of the head constable. We have, 
however, given above reasons for holding 
that Miran Bakhsh was the prime mover 
in the affair and though he might have 
screened his subordinate had the result been 
less serious, we do not believe that had he 
been innocent he would have displayed the 
inaction which he did exhibit, when, accord- 
ing to him, the flight of Jawand Singh was 
reported to him. It has been suggested 
that this charge against Miran Bakhsh is 
due solely to the enmity of the Jats of 
Sandhwan, but after all Jawand Singh was 
not a man of their village and they were not 
interested in him personally. Further if they 
were determined to get the Police into 
trouble, it has not been explained why they 
were not satisfied with implicating Ahmad 
Din and Abdullah approver, the two men 
who admittedly were in charge of Jawand 
Singh and spent the night with him inside 
the kothri , and why they determined to im- 
plicate also the head constable Miran 

Bakhsh. Moreover, had Miran Bakhsh been 
innocent, is it credible that the Superintend- 
ent of Police would have sacriliced him and 
tendered a pardon to Abdullah approver who 
according to the finding of the learned Ses- 
sions Judge was the protagonist among the 
off* n lers? 

In addition to the evidence already 

mentioned, there is also the evidence of Mula 


and Bassa who were detained on the night 
of the 31st of October in the deori which led 
to the kothri in which Jawand Singh was 
confined. It is possible that their averment 
is correct and that they were too much under 
the influence of the accused to make an earlier 
disclosure than they did; no more than a 
passing reference is necessary to them, for 
the learned Counsel for the Crown has stated 
that he does not wish to attach any value to 
their evidence. With the exception of 
Sakhawat Ali constable, who also was 
under orders of Miran Bakhsh at Sandhwan 
all the witnesses produced by the prosecu- 
tion support the prosecution story. Sakha- 
wat Ali supports Miran BakhslTs story, 
but on his own showing his knowledge of 
the events of that night is praotically nil , 
for he admits that after a bibulous even- 
ing he fell into a drunken sleep and was 
awakened only early the next morning. 
The accused called no evidence . in their 
defence before the Sessions Court and we 
are satisfied that the story told by the ap- 
prover is true in its main lines and that the 
aocused respondents must be held guilty of 
causing the death of Jawanda. 


It remains for consideration ot what 
offence they should be convicted. The 
prime offender was Miran Bakhsh, head 
constable, whilst Ahmad Din poted under 
his order, and though he abetted the offenoe 
of his superior officer, nevertheless played 
a minor part and with his own hands in- 
flicted a minor degree of hurt upon Jawanda. 
It must also be borne in mind that the 
Police on the night of the offenoe 
had been indulging in liquor. This is dear 
not only from the statement of Sakhawat 
Ali but also from that of the approver, 
and it is oxtremely probable that had Miran 
B ikhsh not been under liquor, his assault upon 
Jawanda would not have been of so savage 
a nature and the results would not have 
been fatal. We are quite convinced that 
it was never originally the iutention of the 
head constable and his co adjutors to oause the 
death of Jawanda and bearing in mind the 


provisions of section S6 of the Code we 
do not think it right to find him guilty 
of a more serious offence than that of volun- 
tarily causing grievous hurt in order to 
extort an admission. The abetment of that 
offence is brought hor.'.o to Ahmad Dio, 
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We, therefore, reverse the aoquittal of the 
respondents and convict them respectively of 
the offence and of the abetment of the 
oflenoe described in section 331 of the Indian 
Penal Code. Miran Bakhsh is sentenced 
to ten years’ rigorous imprisonment includ- 
ing three months’ solitary confinement under 
section 331, Indian Penal Code, and Ahmad 
Uin to five years’ rigorous imprisonment 
including three months’ solitary confine- 

Code Under 80OtlOnS 331> 109 ’ lndian Penal 

Appeal allowed. 
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madras high court. 

Letters Patent Appeal No. 217 of 1916. 

December 19, 1916 

Present-. Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt. 

and Mr. Justice Seshagiri Aiyar 
MUTHUSWAMI NADAN and another— 

Appellants 

versus 

KALINGA MOOPAN-Respondent. 

537 ‘f r ° Ce , e ° 0de , (Act Vof 1898 ). *»■ 147, 

ZZ d r Ma9iStrate de ? ufed to \nake enquiry ’ 

WaL°r f Z?h r r reP ° V l QHd evid ™ c <~ ^diction 

— TT aivei of objections , effect of —High Court— Revi- 
sion, grounds for— Government of India Act (5 A- 
Geo. V Ch. 61 S 107— Letters Patent , ,15. ( 4 6 

Pei Curiam. The High Court does not interfere 
under section 15 of the Charter Act, with orders 
passed by a Magistrate under section 147 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, unless such orders were 
passed without jurisdiction, [p. 715, col 2.1 
The words ‘local enquiry’ in section 148, Criminal 
1 rocedure Code, are not synonymous with mere 
local, inspection, and a person deputed to make an 
enquiry under the section is competent to examine 
witnesses |_p. 717, col. 1 ; p. 716, col. 1 .] 

Per Ayling /.—-Whatever may be the scope of the 

by section 148 » the Magis- 
d ? lega * ln g t} \ e enquiry to a Subordinate Magis- 
trate is not absolved., on receipt of the latter’s 

i the * ? Uty im P° sed on him by section 

145 (4j of receiving any evidence produced before 

him by the parties and taking any further evidence 

he may find necessary, [p. 716, col. 1 .] 

Where a first class Magistrate acts on the evi- 
dence recorded by the Magistrate who was deputed 
to make the enquiry without objection by the 
parties and bases his order thereon, the order is not 
one passed without jurisdiction and the High Court 
cannot interfere with it in revision, [p. 716 ^ 001 . 2 .] 
Arumuga Govindan v. Venkatasuibier, 31 M. 82- 3 
M. L, T. 108; 17 M. L. J. 535 ; 6 Cr, L. J. 384, 
dissented from. 


„ sucl > an order would amount to 

a de f ect of jimsdict'on where the first class Mali's 
trate refuses to take evidence tendered before him? 

Per Seshagiri Aiyar J.-W here a first class 
trate acts upon evidence taken by a Subordinate 
Magistrate the former must be deemed to have acted 
without jurisdiction, but the defect is cured by section 
537 wheie the parties do not object to the procedure 
and are not prejudiced thereby, [p. 717 co i o j 

Appeal under ^ 

Patent, against the judgment of the Hon’ble 

Mr. Justice Spencer in Criminal Reference 

T r P N °1 to 09 ° f 1916, re P° rt ed as 36 
ind. Las. 158, preferred against the order 

of the Court of the Sub Divisional 
Magistrate of Triohinopoly in Miscellaneous 
Case No. 42 of 1914. 

Mr. S. V. Srinivasa Qopalachariar. for the 
Appellants. 

The Public Prosecutor, for the Government. 
Petitioner i * * * S ' ° aneSa Aiyar ' for Counter- 

JUDGMENT. 

Ayling, J. — This is a Letters Patent 
appeal against the decision of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Spencer, passed on a petition 
presented under section 15 of the Letters 
patent, Charter Act ^section 107 of the 
Government of India Act), for the setting 
aside of an order of the Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate of Trichmopo'y under section 147 
Of the Criminal Procedure Code The 
learned Judge held that the Sub Divisional 
Magistrate s order was not without jurisdic- 
tion and declined to interfere. 

As observed in Kamal Rutty v. TJJayavarma 
Raja (1), it has never been customary to 
interfere ,n cases of this sort under section 15 
of the Charter Act, unless the Magistrate’s 
order was passed without jurisdiction- and 

we have merely to oonsider whether that was 
the case in the order before us. 

The chief ground of attack is that the 
Magistrate recorded no evidence himself- but 
forwarded the records to a Subordinate 
Magistrate under section 148 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code for trial, enquiry and 
report after taking evidence, and based his 
order on the said report and the oral evidence 
recorded by the Sub- Magistrate 

Appellants’ first contention is that the 
term Heal enquiry” in section 148 of the 

A) 17 Ind. Cas. 65; 36 M. 275: 12 M r t Aon oo 
M. L. J, 499; 13 Cr. L. J. 753; (1912) M* W. 115 ^ 
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Criminal Procedure Code means merely 
“local inspection” and that the order direct- 
ing the Sub-Magistrate to record oral 
evidence on the spot is ultra vires. The 
word “inquiry” frequently occurs in the 
Criminal Procedure Code; but nowhere, so 
far as I know, with this very limited 
meaning. The main authority for appellants’ 
contention is that evidence might legally 
be recorded by a Sub- Magistrate with the 
assent of parties, and that they might even 
agree to be bound by the result of the inquiry 
thus held To what extent Prinsep, J.’s, 
view was shared by the learned Judge in 
Arumuga Onoindan v. Venkata subbier (2) is 
not clear: but as at present advised, I am 
not prepared to assent to the proposition 
that the local enquiry authorised by section 
148 is only a local inspection, or that the 
Sub- Magistrate’s report in this case was not 
admissible in evidence. 

What seems to be clear is, that whatever 
the scope of the said inquiry, the receipt 
of the Sub- Magistrate’s report does not 
absolve the Sub Divisional Magistrate from 
the duty, imposed on him by section 145 (4), 
of receiving any evidence produced before 
him by the parties, and taking any further 
evidence he may find necessary. This, if 
I understand it right, is the true meaning 
of the pronouncement in B likunt Kumar , 
[n the matter oj (8), as well as in Criminal 
Revision Case No. 243 of 1892 of this 
Court reported as Hanumanthappa v. 
Hussain Saib (4) and in Kolha Koer v. 
Muneswar Tewari (5). In the present case 
there is nothing to indicate that the parties 
were desirous of adducing any further 
evidence before the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, 
though he gave a hearing to both sides 
after receipt of the S .b- Magistrate's report. 
In fact so far as appears, both parties 
were quite content to abide by the result 
of the Sub- Magistrate’s inquiry: and the Sub- 
Divisional Magistrate oven notes at the end 
of paragraph 4 of his order that before 
him they advanced no arguments against the 
Sub-Magistrate’s finding. The present 


(2) 31 M. 82; 3 M/L. T.MOS; 17 M. b. .1. 
L. J. 384. 

(3) 3 C. L. R. 134, 

(4) 2 Weir 118. 

(’>) 34!C. 840; 0 Cr. L. J. -102. 


G Cr. 


objection seems to me a pure afterthought 
put into the head of the unsuccessful party. 

Whether in case the Sub- Divisional 
Magistrate had declined to take evidence ten- 
dered before him, this would have amounted 
to a defect of jurisdiction is a matter we 
need not decide. The learned Judges in 
Rnlha Kjer v. Muneswar Tewari (5) held 
that it would, or that it was at any rate 
a matter justifying interference. 

That, in the absence of such refusal, 
the order in the present case should be 
treated as one without jurisdiction, I see 
no reason to hold: and in so far as the 
decision of the learned Judge in Arumuga 
Oovindan v. Venkatasubbier (2) seems to 
lay down such a proposition, I must most 
respectfully dissent from it. 

The second point is that the Magistrate’s 
order contains no finding that the right 
of way in question was exercised within 
three months before the inquiry. This, as 
pointed out by Spencer, J., was never 
raised in the Magistrate’s Court: and I 
think we should decline to make it a ground 
of interference now. 

I would dismiss the appeal w T ith costs 
of the Public Prosecutor. 

Seshao.iri Aiyak, J. — I agree. In this 

case there was a complaint to the Police 
by the respondents that their right of way 
was obstructed by the appellants. The 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate came to the 
conclusion that there was a dispute likely 
to cause a breach of the peace, and directed 
the parties to put in their statements. 
Then he went to the locality and after 
inspecting the disputed pathway directed 
the Sub Magistrate to make a local enquiry, 
to record evidence and to report to him 
under section 14S of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. Witnesses were summoned by 
the parties for examination before the Sub- 
Divisional Magistrate. It was apparently 
agreed by both parties that these witneeses 
might be examined by the Sub-Magistrate, 
It is clear that no objection was taken to 
the examination of witnesses by the Sub- 
Magistrate. The latter examined seven witnes- 
ses f( r the petitioneis, four for the counter* 
petitioner and a Court witness, aid sent 
in his report. The rejeit was rind in 
evidence before tl o 8ub Divisional Magis- 
trate and nrgmr.e ?.ts were addressed by tb$ 
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Pleaders on both sides. Finally, the Sub- 
Divisional Magistrate came to the conclusion 
that there was a pathway which had been 
obstructed by the appellants, and directed 
that the appellants should not disturb the 
respondent in the enjoyment of that path 
until a decision was come to thereon by 
the Civil Court. Against this order, a 
petition was presented to this Court and 
was heard by Mr. Justice Spencer. The 
learned Judge came to the conclusion that 
there was no irregularity in the conduct 
of the proceedings by the Sub* Divisional 
Magistrate and dismissed the petition. This 
Letters Patent appeal is against the order 
of the learned Judge. 

Mr. Srinivasa Gopalachariar contended 
that it was not competent to the Sub- 
Divisional Magistrate to delegate the 
examination of his witnesses to his subordi- 
nates. It is true that section 148 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure only authorises 
the Sub-Divisional Magistrate to depute his 
subordinate to make a local enquiry. What 
exactly is connoted by theterm localenquiry” 
has not been laid down in any decided case. 
‘ Local inspection” may perhaps imply that 
no witnesses are to be examined at the spot. 
But the expression local enquiry” is not 
necessarily inconsistent with the idea that 
witnesses are to be examined in connection 
with the enquiry. The • term “enquiry” 
itself is defined by section 4, clause ( k ), which 
says: it includes every enquiry other than 
a trial conducted by a Magistrate or Court.” 
As at present advised, I am not satisfied that 
a person making a local enquiry is not com- 
petent to examine witnesses. 

The further question is, supposing it was 
competent to the Sub-Magistrate to examine 
the witnesses, whether the evidence taken 
by him can be used by the Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate for passing his order. Clause 2 
of section 148 says that the report of the 
officer so deputed may be read as evidence 
in the case. It does not tay that the 
evidence taken at the enquiry shall be part 
of the record in the case, and can be relied 
upon for his order by the Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate. It is, therefore, doubtful whe- 
ther the procedure adopted by the Sub- 
Divisional Magistrate in basing his conclu- 
sion upon the evidence taken by the Sub- 
Magistrate is regular. The learned Advocate 


relied upon the decision of Mr. Justice 
Wallis (as he then was) in Arumuga 
Govindan v. Venkatasubbier (2), for the posi- 
tion that where a first class Magistrate acts 
upon evidence taken by a Sub- Magistrate, 
the former must be deemed to have acted 
without jurisdiction. I am inclined to tako 
the same view. I have already held in 
Annie Besant v. Em-peror (6) that where there 
is no legal evidence upon which a conclu- 
sion can be based, the Magistrate must be 
deemed to have acted without jurisdiction. 
But there is nothing in the record before us 
to suggest that the Sub-Divisional Magistrate 
refused to hear any evidence which was 
tendered before him. Apparently in the 
case disposed of by Mr. Justice Wallis, the 
Magistrate refused to hear the evidence 
which he was asked to receive, The reference 
at the end of the judgment to cross-examina- 
tion on the depositions given before the Sub- 
Magistrate does not show that objection was 
not taken to the procedure by the party 
affected by it. I think that this defect or 
irregularity in the procedure is cured by 
section 537 of the Code of Criminal Proce- 
dure. As pointed out by Mr. Justice Subra- 
mania Aiyar in Kader Batcha v. Kader Batcha 
Rowthan (7), a mere technical irregularity 
should not be allowed to affect the proceed- 
ings unless the party has been prejudiced 
thereby. In this case, the parties were 
apparently willing that the Sub-Magistrate 
should examine the witnesses. They took no 
objection to . the procedure before the 
Sub- Divisional Magistrate, examined the 
witnesses before him and were content 
to have his decision upon the materials 
placed before the Sub-Magistrate. It is 
clear to ray mind that there has been no 
prejudice to the appellants by the procedure 
adopted by the Sub- Divisional Magistrate. 
The learned Judge Mr. Justice Spencer was 
asked to exercise his powers of revision under 
the Government of India Act, section 107, 
and he came to the conclusion that there was 
no irregularity. In the Letters Patent 
appeal, we should not interfere with that 
order unless we are satisfied that the party 
has been prejudiced by the order of the 
Sub-Magistrate. 

(6) 37 I ud. Cas. 607; (1916) 2 M. \V. X. 497. 4 
W. 625; 32 M. U J. 151; 39 M. 1164; 18 Cr. L. J. 239 * 

(7) 29 M. 237; 4 Cr. L. J. 58. 
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On the second point as to whether the 
enquiry started at the instance of the respond- 
ent was within three months of the last 
exercise of the right of way, I am clear that 
we should not allow this objection to be 
argued in this Court, because if it had been 
raised before the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, 
the respondent would have been in a position 
to say that when he filed the petition, more 
than three months had not elapsed from the 
date of his exercising the right of way. 

For these reasons, I am of opinion that the 
order of the learned Judge is right and that 
this appeal should be dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 555 ok 1917. 

June 8, 1917. 

Present — Mr. Justice Teunon and 
Justice Sir Shamsul Huda, Kt. 
HAZARI KHAN and others — 1st Party — 

Petitioners 

versus 

NAFER CHANDRA PAL CHOWDHURY 

and others — ‘2nd Party — Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act \\of 1898), s. 145, 
proceedings under — Symbolical possession of subject - 
matter delivered to party some time before proceedings 
— Evidence of actual posscssioti on date of proceedings, 
whether can be discarded. 

Where symbolical possession of a holding was 
delivered to a party on the 2nd. June 1915 and 
proceedings under section 145, Criminal Procedure 
Code, in respect of the same holding were instituted 
in November 1910: 

Held, that it was incumbent on the Magistrate to 
go into the question of actual possession between 
those two dates and consider tho evidence tendered 
by the parties on that question before ho could 
properly pass a Huai order under section 1 ±5, Criminal 
Procedure Code and that it was not competent to him 
to wholly discard ami leave out of consideration 
the evidence of actual possession on tho date on 

which the proceedings were instituted, [p. 719, C ol. 1.] 

Rulo against the order of the District 
Magistrate, Nadia. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Babu (r urudas fcyinhci, for the Petitioners.— 
The final order made by the Magistrate is 
clearly unsustainable. The delivery of pos- 
session was taken through the Civil Court 
by the opposite party on 22nd June 1915, 
The Magistrate has taken into consideration 


only the symbolical possession given to 
Nafar Chandra Pal of the 2nd party on 
22nd J une 1915. But we set up an indepen- 
dent title, and the present proceedings were 
started in November of 1916. The Magis- 
trate has obviously erred in not trying the 
question of actual possession between June 
1915 and November 1916. Before passing 
his final order, the Magistrate ought to have 
considered the evidence of actual possession 
tendered by both parties. The petitioners 
have been seriously prejudiced by the Magis- 
trate not going into the question of actual 
possession. A Magistrate has to base his 
order upon actual possession and not upon 
symbolicaFpossession. 

Babu Manmatha Nath M ukerjee for Babu 
Amarendra Nath Bose (with him Babu Mon • 
motho Rath Pal), for the Opposite Party.— 
The Criminal Court is bound to maintain the 
recent delivery of possession by the Civil 
Court, unless it is proved that the decree 
under which delivery of possession took 
place was obtained by fraud. The remedy 
of the other party lies in the Civil Court, see 
Krista Alhadini l)asi v. Radha Syam Pajiday 
(1). Some of the members of the first 
party were aware of the attachment after 
judgment and the delivery of possession and 
also some of them objected to the sale of 
the holding before the Munsif. So the 
1st party petitioners cannot be heard to 
raise objection to the Magistrate’s order 
now. 

Babu Qurudas Sinha replied. 

JUDGMENT. — This is a Rule calling upon 
the District Magistrate of Nadia and the 
second party to proceedings under seotion 145 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure to show 
cause why the final order that was made 
under that section should not be set aside 
on certain grounds. It appears that the 
members of the second party obtained a 
money decree against one Nabai Khan 
and three others, his sons, and that in exe- 
cution of that decree certain holdings alleged 
to be the property of Nabai Kban were put 
up for sale and purchased by the second 
party. One of the holdings so put 
up for sale is described as the kunjimari khal 
and four connected jalkars with a rental of 
Rs. 3 and it appears that in pursuance of the 

(1) 7 C. W. N. 118, 
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sale, delivery of possession was taken 

through the Civil Court on the 22nd June 

J915. The ease for the first party was 

that this khal and its oonneoted jalkars did 

not in fact belong to Nabai Khan personally 

but were the property of practioally the 

whole body of villagers, Nabai Khan and 

babdul Khan being entered in the zemindar's 

sherista as representative tenants. Their 

oase then was that the possession given in 

July 15th to the zemindar of the seoond 

party in no way affected their rights and 

did not in fact affect their possession, whioh 

continued as before from June 1915 upto 

November 1916 when these proceedings 
were instituted. 

. From judgment delivered by the Try. 
ing Magistrate it is quite dear that he did 
not appreciate the case set up by the 1st 
party, and in making his order he has pro- 
ceeded solely upon the symbolical possession 
given to Nafar Chandra Pal, the leading 
member of the 2nd party, on the 22nd 
June 1915. But the possession thus given 
is obviously of little value as against parties 
who set up an independent title, and even 
as against Nabai Khan and his descendants 
the value of the decree and of the delivery of 
possession as a piece of evidence must vary 
inversely with the time that has elapsed 
sinoe the date of the decree and the delivery 
of possession thereunder. As we have said, 
that delivery of possession was in June 1915 
and the present proceedings were instituted 
in November 1916. It was obviously incum- 
bent on the Magistrate to gc into the ques- 
tion of actual possession between those mis- 
cellaneous dates and consider the evidence ten- 
dered by the parties on that question before he 
oould properly pass a final order under sec- 
tion 145, Criminal Procedure Code. There 
oan be no question that the petitioners have 
been seriously prejudiced by the way in 
which the trial has been held and by the 
way in whioh the Trying Magistrate has 
wholly discarded and left out of consideration 
the evidence of aotual possession on the date 
on whioh the proceedings were instituted. 

That being so, we set aside the order 
complained of and we direot that the proceed- 
ings be re-heard from the point at whioh the 
taking of evidence was completed in the 
Court of the Try ing Magistrate. But having 
regard to the period of time that has elapsed, 


it will be open to either party to adduce 

further evidence as to possession and also 

it they are so advised, evidence going to 

show under sub-section (5) of section 145 

Criminal Procedure Code, that no dispute 

likely to lead to a breach of the peace now 
exists. 

Order set aside. 


- vc/uai. 

Criminal Petition No. 11 of 1917. 

Maroh 19, 1917. 

Present : Mr. Justice Broadway. 

ALIQULLAH — Accused — Petitioner 

versus 

EMPEROR — Prosecutor 

Respondent. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of] 898), s. 5 >6- 
Transfer of case, grounds for-Reasonablc apprehension 
Where an accused person has a reasonab t 
apprehension that he will not be fairly t rn ! 
the Magistrate his ease 

[p vTcolTr mUSt b ° a real and '—liable one! 

The sols question to be considered is whether the 
facts ; disclosed m the application for transfer give 
rise to a reasonable inference that the Magistrate 

a SBC.* A ' «> 

Petition, under section 526 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, for transfer of the ease 
IJttam Chand y. Aliqullah, from the Court of 

the Honorary Magistrate, 1st Class, Partabpur 

to some competent Court at Lyallpur ’ 

Kunwar Dalip Singh, for the Petitioner. 
Bakhsh. Tek Chand, for the Respond- 

6Dt, 

JUDGMENT.— This is an application 

under section 526, Criminal Procedure 

498 6 ' TniT tra p Sfe ^ ° f “ Case “Oder section 
498, Indian Penal Code, pending i„ the 

Courtof tsardar Bahadur Partab Singh, Honor- 
ary Magistrate at Jaranwala in the Dis- 
trict of Lyallpur. The petitioner is in the 
Veterinary Department and the complainant 
in the case is a Sub-Assistant Surgeon 
The complaint is that the petitioner with 
the assistance of some other persons abducted 
the wife of the complainant on the 16th of 
November 1916. The eompl.ta, „„ fil .1 
on the evening of the 17th November 1916 
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in the Court of Sardar Bahadur Partab 
Singh, Honorary Magistrate, who at once 
issued warrants resulting ultimately in the 
recovery of the woman. On the 6th Decem- 
ber 1916 an application was hied on behalf 
of the petitioner in the Court of the District 
Magistrate asking for transfer of the case 
on grounds which are identical with those 
now advanced before me in this Court. The 
learned District Magistrate called for a 
report, which was furnished by the learned 
Magistrate on the 10th December 1916, 
in which he denied the allegations made. 
On the 19th December 1916 the learned 
District Magistrate rejected the application. 

The case came up before the Magis- 
trate on the 16th January when 13 witnesses 
were examined and the case postponed for 
the summoning of some five or six remain- 
ing witnesses. On the 18th January 1917 
the petitioner filed this application and I 
have heard Mr. Dalip Singh on his behalf 
and Mr. Tek Chand on behalf of complain- 
ant, Mr. Dalip Singh referred me to 
Dupeyron v. Driver (D, Kali Ohuran Ghose 
V. Emperor (2), Machal v. Matru (3), Jit 
Singh V. Emperor (4) and Kadir Bakhsk v. 
Sundar Lai (5) and urged that the point for 
consideration in the applications for transfer 
was r.ot whether the Magistrate was or was 
not a fit and competent Magistrate, but 
whether there was a reasonable apprehension 
in the mind of the accused person that 
justice would r.ot be impartially meted out 
to him. 1 he standard of reasonableness, he 
urged, was not to be an abstract one, but was 
.to be guagod according to the incidents and 
surroundings of each particular case, lie 
argued that in this particular case the facts 
set forth in the affidavit were sufficient to 
cause, in the mind of the petitioner, a reason- 
able apprehension that Sirdar Bahadur 
Partab Singh would not deal with him fairly 
and impartially. These facts briefly are 
that — 

1. The Magistrate received tiie complaint 

at a late hour in the evening of the 17th 


(!) 21 G. 4')»; 12 1...1 Ihv. (n.s.) 32.). 

(2) 33 C. 118); 3 C. L. J. (Jl7; 10 G. W \ 70*- 3 

Gr. L. J. 477. * ‘ 1 J 

(3) 22 1ml. Gas. 0 30; 15 Or. h. J. H>3, 10 X L R 
13. 

(4) 10 lii'l. Gas. 7 IS; 4 l\ W. R. l<)13 Gr • 1 1 Gr L 

J. 233; loll*. L, R. 1 .) 1 3. ’ 

“ 7 1,11 ^ s{ '; * I’- V. R. Ul*> Gr. ; lj Gr L 
I. 213, 127 V. U R. I II). ' 
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November > 916 and issued warrants forth- 
with. 

2. He acted wrongly in recording the 
statement of one of the other persons 
accured in this case. 

3. The case was one between Hindus 
and Muhammadans. 

4. The Tahsildar of Jaranwala is a friend 
of the complainant and would be likely to 
use his influence with the Honorary Magis- 
trate against the petitioner. 

The learned Magistrate has explain- 
ed that the complainant came to him when 
he was still at work in the evening and 
lodged the complaint; that he thereupon 
recorded his statement and proceeded to take 
action which was obviously justified, inasmuch 
as. it resulted in the recovery of the com- 
plainant's wife; that Mangal Sain, the oo- 
acoused above mentioned, was desirous of 
making his statement and he accordingly 
recorded it, after which he was remanded 
to custody inasmuch as nobody was prepared 
to stand surety for him. It was also urged 
before me that the complainant in his 
capacity as a medical man has treated the 
family of the Magistrate. This faot is 
admitted by the Honorary Magistrate who 
pointed out that precisely the same way the 
petitioner, in his capacity as a Veterinary 
Assistant, has been attending on the Magis- 
trate’s cattle. Mr. Tek Chand on behalf 
of complainant greatly emphasised thi9 latter 
fact and has denied that the oase is one 
between Hindus and Muhammadans. He 
pointed out that although the complainant 
was a Hindu and the petitioner a Muham- 
madan, arranged with the petitioner were 
six Hindus and one Sikh, and he urged that 
no ground had been made out for transfer. 
After giving my careful consideration to all 
the facts of this oase, it seems to me that the 
petitioner has thought fit to assume the want 
of impartiality on the part of the Magistrate 
without any reasonable ground. The com- 
plainant apparently ou the evening of the 
16th November discovered that his wife 
was missing. It must have taken him a 
little time to ascertain that she had eloped 
or been abduoted, and the nauiis of those 
persons who had assisted her in running 
away. I can se3 nothin? extraordinary or 
suspicious in his having g>ns to the Honorary 
Magistrate at Partapu run the evening of 
the 17th, after he had suoeeeded iu giving 
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such information as he deemed necessary 
and in instituting the-case in the Court of 
this Magistrate. The complainant has filed 
an affidavit which goes to show that there 
was no other Magistrate available in the 
neighbourhood, and the necessity for prompt 
action is apparent. Assuming that the 
1 ahsildar of Jaranwala was available, the 
tact that he was on friendly terms with the 
comp ainant would be a valid reason for the 
complainant not instituting proceedings in 
his Court. The fact that the statement of 
Mangal Sain was recorded by the Magistrate 
is altogether insufficient, to my mind, to 
oreate any serious apprehension in the mind 
of the petitioner. Nor do I think that any 
such apprehension is justified by the fact 
that the complainant happens to be a friend 
°‘ * h . e Tahsildar. A man in the position 
ot this Honorary Magistrate should, I think 
be assumed to be above, being i IlfluenC ed by 
a Tahsildar Magistrate. With regard to 
the allegation that the question involved is 
one between Hindus and Muhammadans, it 
seems to rue that this is unduly straining 
the situation. The fact that he has more 
confidence in a European Magistrate cannot, 

T think, be taken judicial notice of and in 
this particular case it should be borne in 
mind that one of the acoused persons only 
is a Muhammadan. Mr. Dalip Singh 
stated that the other co-accused were quite 
willing that the case should be transferred, 
it may be they are willing, but it seems 
to me significant that none of them have 
supported the action of the petitioner by 
filing any application for transfer. I am 
in complete accord with the rulings cited 
by Mr. Dalip Singh and consider that 
when an accused person has a reasonable 
apprehension that he will not be fairly 
treated, his case should be transferred, but 
at the same time I am strongly of opinion 
that that apprehension must be a real and 
reasonable one. As pointed out in Juggan y. 
Emperor (6), the sole question to be con- 
sidered is whether the facts disclosed in an 
application for transfer give rise to a reason- 
able inference that the Magistrate who is 
seised of the case may be wittingly or un- 
wittingly prejudiced against the accused. 


Nothing that was put forward jn the appli' 
cation or the affiiavit before me or tha^ 
has been urged at the B^r leads me to think 
that such an inference arises in this case. 

It is also significant that after the 
application for transfer had been rejected 
by the District Magistrate, no steps were 
taken by the present petitioner to prosecute 
his wishes for the transfer till after the bulk 
of the evidence for prosecution had been 
recorded. Mr. Dalip Singh urged that, as 
a matter of fact, his client had asked the 
Court before the commencement of the case 
for an adjournment in order to enable 
him to move this Court. Reference to the 
record shows that no such application was 
made. Taking all the circumstances into 
consideration, I am of opinion that no case 
for transfer has been made out and I accord- 
ingly reject this application and return the 
records to the Magistrate for disposal of th8 
case. 

Application rejected . 


(6) 22 Iiul. Cus. 996; 36 A. 239; 15 Cr. L. J. 212; 12 
A- L. J. 399. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Appeal No. 56 op 1917. 

April 23, 1917. 

Present: — Sir Edward Chamier, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Roe. 
RAGHO LAYA and others — 

Appellants 

versus 

EMPERO R — Respondent. 

Criminal Procedure Coda {Act V of 189S), s. 16 t (3) 
— Confession , how to he made— Magistrate, duty of, when 
recording confession. ’ 

Under section 164 (3) of the Criminal Procedure 

Code, no Magistrate should record any confession 

unless upon questioning the person making it ho 

has reason to believe that it is made voluntarily 

What is meant by the Code is that the Magistrate* 

should ask the accused some such question as “why 

are you confessing? Are you sorry for your crime oris 

it that some one has told you that vou will rr a i u 

something by a confession?” and should refuse to 

proceed with the recording of the confession until 

he has had a satisfactory answer to his question f"r> 
724, cols. 1 <fc 2.] i - • lp- 

Criminal revision from an order of the 
Assistant Sessions Judge, Manbhum. 

JUDGMENT. 

Roe, J.— The appellants- in this case 
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have been convicted on a charge of dacoity attacking the house. Evidence was also 
and sentenced to five years’ rigorous im- collected to show that Gobinda Rai had 

prisonment in cases in which there were been seen sitting with Manu • Mallik on 

no previous convictions and to six years the outskirts of Palatpur on a date to- 

in the case of previously convicted aocused. wards the end of Chaitra and that 

The dacoity took place on the night of Gobinda was in the habit of visiting Manu 
the 9th of April 1916 in the house of Mallik. 

one Hari Pado Ghose of Bhalahit. That From the evidence of P. W. No. 11 it 
there was a dacoity cannot be disputed. appears that Dinu Mallik is a cousin of Ragho 
The sole point for consideration is whether Laya and often goes to Ragho Laya’s house 
it has been proved by evidence that the and that in Chaitra last Paran Goala and 

Appellants before us were among the da- Dinu Mallik together purchased at about 

coits. The investigation was taken up by hesham time two handis and two other 
Sub-Inspector Shujan Kumar Bhattacharji earthen pots. 

on the 11th of April and no clue appears In consequenoe of other information the 
to have been obtained till the 30th of house of Shyam Singh was searched and 
April. On that day the Sub-Inspeotor in a recently made hole in the floor a silk 
walking with the chaukidar saw an old dhoti and a silk sari were discovered which 
convict named Dinu Mallik returning to have been identified as part of the proceeds 
his house at 7 a m. with a bundle of raw of the dacoity. Dinu Mallik and Manu 

lac on h is shoulder. As soon as he saw Mallik also made on the 8th of May 1916 

the officer Dinu threw down the bundle statements to a Deputy Magistrate of the 
and ran way. The officer searched his 1st Class which have been used a9 confes- 
house and found nothing in it which oould sions. In both of their confessions oocur 
be connected with the dacoity under investi- the names of Pahalan Goala and Lakbiram 
gation but nevertheless arrested Dinu Goala. It had been stated by Hari Pado 
Mallik and on a statement made by him, that in the progress of the dacoity two of 
caused searches to be made in the houses the dacoits held him down and threatened 
of Jitu Manjhi, and Lagwa Manjhiof Jamtara, to kill him if he did not disclose the 
Pahalan Goala of Aladi, Lakhiram Goala, whereabouts of his valuables. 

Gobinda Rai and Bano Bagdi of Dangri; On the 14th of May, 12 suspected persons 
and himself made searches in the houses were mixed up with 58 other undertrial 
of Paran Goala and Ragho Laya of .laspur. prisoners and out of these 70 persons Hari 
The only result of these searches was that Pado identified Pahalan and Lakhiram. 
a gathi was found in the house of Ragho This exhausts the evidence in the case 
Laya and that Hari Pado and his brother and upon it Dinu Mallik, Manu Mallik, 
and another relative have identified that Pahalan Goala, Lakhiram Goala, Ragho Laya, 
gathi as part of the proceeds of the dacoity. Gobinda Rai, and Paran Goala have been 

On the 2nd or 3rd of May Gobinda oonvioted of dacoity and Shyam Singh of 

made a statement in consequenoe of which an offence under seotion 411. Even upon 
the house of Manu Mallik of Palatpur was this bald statement of the faots it is 
searched. Nothing was discovered, but Manu apparent that the case against the majoirty 
was arrested on the 6th or 7th of May of the accused is a somewhat flimsy case, 
and made a statement to the Police in The accused were not represented in the 
consequence of which were found in a jungle, Sessions Court and I feel bound to say 
a mile and and a half from the scene of that the learned Assistant Sessions Judge 
the dacoity, traces of a cooking fire. The would have been well advised to regard 
Sub- Inspector was also allowed to say in himself as not merely a maohine for re* 
his evidence that Dinu Mallik and Manu cording a conviction but as a Judicial 
Mallik had, at different stages of the investi- Officer required to scrutinise carefully the 
gation, pointed out to him spots at which evidence upon the reoord. Not one single 
ey stood during the commission of the point has been mentioned in his judgment 

aooity 20 or 30 yards from the house which might tell in favour of the accused. 

n m i ng ° ffr ° Ve in whiohit was In the first information it is stated 

a eged that the dacoits collected before that from the voioes of the daooita they 
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appeared to be low oaste people of the 
Iooality, Bhuiyans, Dosads or Bow is. None 
ot the accused belong to these classes. 
Kagho Laya has been convioted upon the 
identification of a water pot found among 
the utensils of his house. No allusion is 
made in the .mdgment to the fact that 
one of the assessors recorded his opinion 
that it was uncertain whether this water 
pot belonged to the accused himself or to 
Han Pado or that in the evidence of the 
search witness . P.W. No. 9 it is admitted that 

W,e S W ' tneSS WSDt t0 Ra ^ ho Laya’s 

there a • S - D ^; SOng Ma ° h Ias t. he saw 

10 ““ r-olaoea „ the 
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In dealing with the case against Paran 
no allusion is made to the fact that the 

fit l *“ Wiwl pt 

bft j r , I "“nt nd D "“ M* 11 ' 1 tit 

ti. tl oTthZZX"’ " d ” 01 

it X i said "In W i t th th %° aSe againSt Gobinda 

Mallik and r K- h ®. jud fi rment that Manu 
M alii k and Gobinda were frequently seen 

™ Chaitra last - It is not mention" 

excellent reason for that alcSion ha " 

been given namely, that Gobinda when he 

goes to Mann’s village holds puja in the 
house of Manu. 6 


to dea1, firsfc1 ^ with the case 
Kagho Laya and to enquire whether it 

? 8 n . een A e r 8 ^f?^ s ^ e( ^ that in consequence 
™ . Dl ° u . , Malllk 8 statement to the Police 
part of the proceeds of the dacoity were 
found in Ragho Laya’s house. The assessor 
B abu Darner Lai says it is doubtful 
whether the gathi Exhibit 10 belongs to 
Han Pado or Ragho Laya. I think this 
is a fair opinion, bearing in mind the 
evidence given by the witness who sang 
songs in Ragho Laya’s house. It has not 
been established to my satisfaction that 
anything was discovered in consequence of 
any of Dmu Mallik’s statements to the 
Police The pointing out of a patch of 
ground upon which the accused sat or the 

*!“ g , a “ an S° grove as the place 

s«;d f‘ C k j a °° ltS °°Peoted cannot be 

said to have led to the discovery of any- 

thing. Therefore, the whole of the state- 

a?e D L,T -m the P ° li0e by Dinu Mallik 
T. madmiss,ble ™ evidence for the reason 
that nothing was discovered in consequence 
thereof It is to be particularly noted with 
regard to Ragho Laya that he was a man 
well known to Hari Pado and if he 
was takmg an active part in the dacoity, 

faiwV 0 866 wby Hari Pad ° should have 
dacoity 0 re0Ognlse bim at the time of the 


In dealing with the confessions the learned 
Assistant Sessions Judge does not mention 
the fact that the statement made by Manu 
Malbk to the Deputy Magistrate was not 
a complete confession at all, but a denial 
that he was aware of the object of the 
dacoits in going to Bhalahit and a denial 
that he took any larger part in the dacoity 
than sitting at the mora of the village 
and receiving afterwards Rs. 5 from 
Pahalan; nor ls it noted that the confes- 
sion of Dinn gave no details whatsoever 
of the occurrence. His confession consists 
of seven lines of which four lines are 
names of acoused. and the remainder runs 
baldly committed daooity in the house of 
a person at Bhalahit one night about 
three weeks ago. They did not give me 
any share out of their booty; we did not 
beat any one.” No definite finding has been 
reoorded that the Court is satisfied that 
these confessions were voluntarily made. 


- * u , UH considered whether the 
identification of Pahalan and Lakhiram by 

Hari Pado can be said to have arisen from 

any statement made by Dinu Mallik when 

under arrest. Prom the evidence of the Sub- 

Inspector it appears that the houses of 
Pahalan and Lakhiram were searohed in 
consequence of those statements, and it is 
oertam that it was on the oombined oon- 
fessions of Manu and Dinu that Pahalan 
and Lakhiram were among those who were 
put before Hari Pado for an honest identifi- 

anneaf “ the grounds of 

appeal that Pahalan and Lakhiram were 
carefully shown to Hari Pado at the Mirza 
thana where they were kept for 24 hours 
before being identified in the jail. No 
investigation was made into this assertion 
in either of the Courts below, for the 
reason that no mention of the faot was made 
by the acoused before the filing of the 
grounds of appeal. But it is to my mind 
ourious that the two persons identified at 
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this honest identification were persons 
against whom there was no other evidence 
whatsoever, and if indeed, the complainant 
Hari Pado did see these people so clearly 
on the night of the dacoity as to be able 
to identify them more than a month later, 
it is curious that lie should not have noticed 
at the time that they were not low caste 
nouris, Bhuiyans or Dosads. It may be said, 
however, that neither Lakhiram nor Pahalan 
have any previous convictions and there is 
no reason why particular efforts should be 
made to implicate them in the ease. My 
impression of the evidence against the five 
non-confessing convicts is that there • is 
nothing at all to corroborate the retracted 
confessions as against Ragho Laya, Gobinda 
and Paran and that the identification by 
Hari Pado of Pahalan and Lakhiram is not 
sufficiently convincing to justify their con- 
viction. 

The case against Dinu Mallik L regard as 
extraordinarily weak. He was arrested in 
the first instance not on account of this 
dacoity but because he was obviously in a 
guilty frame of mind when returning to 
his house at 7 a. m. on the 3Cth of April. 
In his house were found a number of old 
coats, which I take it the Sub Inspector 
suspected were proceeds of other thefts, but 
nothing in his house was found connected 
with the dacoity in question. His confes- 
sion is on the face of it too bald a state- 
ment to carry with it any conviotion that 
to have made such a statement lie must 
have been fully aware of all the facts of 
the occurrence. And it was, moreover, re- 
corded in a most slovenly fashion. 

I have had occasion very frequently to 
point out that under section 164 (3) of the 

Code of Criminal Procedure no Magistrate 
shall record any suoh confession, unless upon 
questioning the person making it he has 
reason to believe that it was made volun- 
tanly. It is the invariable praotioe of the 
Deputy Magistrates in this Province to 
ignore entirely this provision of the Code 
It is considered sufficient to make use of 
a stock phrase which in this instance runs 
I am a Magistrate, if you want to mako 
any statement of your own accord you may 
do so; do not make any statement which 
you have been tutored by others to make ” 
uud then follows the story of the crime 
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without any answer whatsoever to the Magis- 
trate’s formula. To my mind a Magistrate 
might just as well say to the accused 
hocus pocus" or “abra ca dabra .” Such phrases 
would be as much a compliance with the 
terms of section 164 (3) as the formula now 
in vogue. What is meant by the Code is that 
the Magistrate should ask the accused some 
such question as why are you confessing? 
are you sorry for your crime or is it that 
8 °me one has told you that you will gain 
something by a confession”, and to refuse 
to proceed with the recording of the con- 
fession until he has had a satisfactory answer 
to his question. The attention of Magis- 
trates has been drawn several times to this 
defect in their procedure but the comments 
of this Court have invariably been completely 
ignored. In my view the Local G >vernment 
should lake steps to see that Magistrates 
• understand the requirements of section 164 
j (3) and that if Magistrates fail to observe 
i them they are severely reprimanded. I am 
of opinion that none of the statements 
made by Dinu Mallik to the Police are 
admissible against him and that th6 confes- 
sion which he made to the Magistrate has 
' not been shown to be a voluntary confession. 
’It is inconclusive of his guilt and he should 
be acquitted. 

1 he statement of Manu Mallik is very 
much more full than that of Dinu Mallik, 
but in it Manu denies taking any part in 
the occurrence. He does not admit assisting 
in the dacoity in any way. He acknow- 
ledges only the receipt of Rs. 5 after the 
dacoity as the price of his keeping silence 
during the dacoity. The statement made 
to the Police that the dacoits cooked their 
food at a place a mile and a half from 
the scene of occurrence resulted in the dis- 
covery of the chulha on which the food 
was cooked. Even granting that the state- 
ment made to the Magistrate was volun- 
tarily made and that it is corroborated by 
the discovery made by the Police with 
Manu’s assistance, there is nothing in the 
statement upon which Manu can be con- 
victed. There is no evidence on the record 
to show that the statement is untrue. If 
true, Manu was merely an unwilling witness. 
^ e may suspect that he was something 
more than this, hut in the absence of 
corroboration of this suspicion, we cannot 
couvict him. 
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The ease of Sbyam Lai Singh has been 
clearly proved by the silk articles found in 
his house and identified with certainty by 
the complainant. The circumstances in 
which they were concealed in his house 
indicate clearly knowledge that they were 
stolen property. I would, therefore, reject the 
appeal of Shyam Lai Singh. 

I would allow the appeals of Manu 
Mallik, Dinu Mallik, Gobinda Rai, Ragho 
Laya, Lakhiram Goala, Pahalan Goala and 
Paran Goala and direct that they be released 
from jail. 

Cuamier, C. J.— I agree. The case against 
the men whom we are acquitting proves 
on careful examination of the reoord to be 
even weaker than I supposed when I first 
read the judgment of the Assistant Sessions 
Judge. I agree that a stricter compliance 
with section 164 (3) of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure should be insisted upon. 

Appeal aceep'ed in part. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revisions Nos. 1105 and 1107 

of 1916. 

January 16, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Teunon and 
Mr. Justice Chaudhuri. 

In No. 1105 

RAJESWAR BAGCHI — Accused — 

Petitioner 

versus 

EMPEROR — Opposite Party. 

In No 1107 

NRIPATI CHANDRA DAS — Accused- 

Petitioner 

versus 

EMPEROR — Opposite Party. 

1 Stomp Act (II o/I899), ss. 62 (b), €8 (c) — Offence, 
ingredients necessary for — Application for loan in 
prescribed form recommended by surety and approved 
by Manager of creditor Bank, whether agreement which 
should bear stamp. 

An application was made to a Bank for a loan 
on a prescribed form, which contained columns 
intended to show the signature of the person 
recommending the loan or undertaking any res- 
ponsibility on behalf of the applicant. A person 
recommended the loan by saying “I guarantee the 
payment”. The accused, who was the Manager of the 
Bank, approved the proposal by saying in the last 
column of the form that the application for the 


loan should be granted. No stamp was affixed to 
the form: 

Held, (1) that the words “I guarantee the payment” 
signed by the person who recommended the loan 
did not represent a completely executed security 
bond, so that the Manager bv his signature in the 
last column of the form could not bo held to have 
appended his signature to that security bond by 
way of acceptance thereof. Therefore the conviction 
of the Manager under section 62 (b) of the Stamp 
Act could not be supported; [p. 726, col. 1.] 

(2) that the Secretary of the Bank, who advanced 
the loan to the applicant on his executing that 
bond, could not be convicted under section 68 (c) of 
the Stamp Act, as his duties in connection with 
the transaction were purely ministerial and he did 
not, in fact, accept the proposal for the loan. [p. 726, 
col. 1.] 

The essential question in a case under section 68 
(c) of the Stamp Act is whether the act complained 
of is a device intended to defraud the Government 
of duty payable in respect of a document. [p. 727, 
col. 1 ] 

Rule against the order of the Deputy 
Magistrate, Rungpur, dated the 24th July 
1916. 

Babus Dasarathi Sanyal and Mritunjoy 
Chatter, jee , for the Petitioner. 

Mr. Camel (Deputy Legal Remembrancer), 
for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. 

Criminal Revision No. 1105 of 1916. 

This Rule is directed against the order of 
the Deputy Magistrate of Rangpur convict- 
ing the petitioner of an offence under section 
. 62 ( h ) of the Stamp Act II of 1899 and 
sentencing him to pay a fine of Rs. 20. 

It appears that on the 11th Agrahyan 
1319, one Arajulla Sheikh applied to an 
institution, known as the Gaibandha Bank, 
Limited, for a loan of Rs. 50. The ap- 
plication was made on a prescribed form, 
which contains columns intended to show 
the signature of the person recommending 
the loan or undertaking any responsibility 
on behalf of the applicant. In that form 
one Sadat Ali stated that the applicant was 
a middle class' man and gave certain other 
particulars with regard to him and recom- 
mended that he should be granted the loan 
on a bond. He then added the words in 
Bengali, ami adai haria diba'\ that is to 
say, I will make the payment or see that the 
payment is made, in other words, he said “i 
guarantee the payment.” The present peti- 
tioner was at that time, and we are informed 
that he is still, the Manager of the Bank, 
and in the last column of this form . he ap- 
proves the proppsal made by, Arajulla and 1 

• ^ • m 9 
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Bays that this application for a loan of 
Rs. 50 to carry interest at the rate of 
Rs. 2-11-0 monthly should be granted, 
and to this approval he appends his signature. 
The Magistrate in convicting the petitioner 
has taken the view that the words ‘ I 
guarantee the payment” signed by Sadat Ali 
represents a completely executed security 
bond, and that the signature of the Manager 
found in the last column of the proposal is 
to be taken as the signature to that security 
bond appended by way of acceptance there- 
of. 

We are unahle to take this view, and 
we are also unable to take the view which 
has been put forward before us by the learned 
Counsel for the Crown. That view is to the 
effect that the proposal and the approval 
of the proposal to be found in column 9 
represent a completely executed agreement 
between the principal borrower and the 
Manager and that it should, therefore, have 
borne 8-annas stamp. We are unable to take 
that view for this reason, that the statements 
in the proposal made by applicant himself 
and by the Manager do not represent 
a completed agreement, more particu- 
larly with regard to the rate of interest. 
Neither the proposed surety nor the ap- 
plicant said anything regarding interest 
and there is nothing in the form itself to show 
that the borrower or the surety agreed to 
the proposed rate. Thus at most the pro- 
posal with the statements made in its various 
oolumns represent merely negotiations which 
were intended to lead up to the execution 
of a bond and the payment thereon of the 
sum of Rs. 50. 

In that view the conviction cannot be 
supported and we accordingly set aside the 
order complained of and direct that the tine, 
if paid, be refunded. 

Criminal Revision No. 1107 ok 1916. 

This Rule is directed against the order of 
the Deputy Magistrate of Rnngpur convict- 
ing the petitioner under section 68 (c) of 
the Stamp Act II of 1899 and sentencing 

him to pay a fine of Rs. 15. 

It appears that on the 11th Agrahayan 
1319, one Arnjulla applied to an institution 
oalled the Gaibanda Bank Limited for 
a loan of Rs. 50. Applications or proposals 
for loan made to that Bank have apparently 
to be made on a certain form pres- 


cribed by the institution, and one of the 
columns of this form requires the signa- 
ture of the person recommending the loan 
or takiug upon himself responsibility in con- 
nection therewith. In this particular case 
after a recommendation to the effect that the 
loan applied for should be granted on a 
bond, a person of the name of Sadat Ali 
writes certain words translated as follows: 

“ i guarantee payment.” It next appears 
that on this application the Manager or the 
Managing Committee of the Bank, a person 
of the name of Rajeswar Bagchi, approved 
the application and deoided that a loan of 
Rs. 50, carrying interest at the rate of 
Rs. 2-11-0 monthly, should be granted to 
the applicant. The bond was thereupon, 
it appears, executed by the applicant 
Arajulla and on the execution of this 
bond the present petitioner who was the 
Secretary of the Bank made to him a loan 
of Rs. 50. The surety did not, in faot, sign 
the bond. Arajulla having failed to make 
the payment a suit was brought by the 
Bank against the borrower Arajulla on his 
bond and apparently on the strength of 
the entry already referred to in the proposal 
form against Sadat also as his surety. 
The matter thus came to the notice of the 
authorities and a prosecution having been 
instituted, the petitioner who was at the time 
the Secretary of the Bank has been proseout- 
ed and convioted, a9 already stated, on the 
ground that Sadat Ali’s offer to make the 
payment, accepted by the Manager of the 
Bank with a qualification as to interest, 
is to be looked upon either as a security 
bond or as an agreement or at least as a 
device intended to avoid the necessity of a 
property exeouted security bond or agree- 
ment, and thus implying on the part of all 
concerned in it an intention to defraud the 
Government of duty. Whether, as it stands, 
having regard more particularly to the added 
qualification as to interest, there is on 
this proposal a complete agreement or 
security bond we need not in faot deoide. 
The essential question is whether it is a 
device intended to defraud the Government 
of duty, and if so, whether the present 
petitioner who was at the time the Secretary 
of the Bank shared in that intention. On 
this point it is to be observed that the 
Secretary was in fact not the person who 
accepted the proposal, His duties in con* 
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nection with the transaction were, it may be 
said, purely ministerial. Apart from that it 
is to be pointed out that the proposal and 
the recommendation of Sadat Ali contemplat- 
ed throughout that the loan should be 
made not on this proposal but on a duly 
executed bond. That bond was, in fact, 
executed by the borrower Arajulla, and it 
is certainly a point very material to this 
question of inteution to note that had the 
surety also signed it, no additional stamp 

duty would have been required. 

Having regard to these considerations we 
are of opinion that it cannot be said that the 
present petitioner shared or took any part 
in this transaction with intent to defraud the 
Government. We, therefore, set aside the 
oonviction and sentence and direct that the 

fine, if paid, be refunded. 

Convictions set aside. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 222 of 1917. 

June 23, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Chapman. 
RAKTOO RAI — Petitioner — Applicant 

versus 

EMPEROR— Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act V of 1898), s. 476 
Penal Code (Act XL V of 1860), s. 193 — Sanction to 

prosecute— False statement— Materials arising out of 
cross-examination , whether sufficient. 

An order directing a prosecution for perjury 
merely upon materials arising out of cross-examina- 
tion is a very unsafe proceeding, especially where 
the cross-examination has been protracted. 

Criminal revision from an order of the 
Magistrate, Sitamarhi, Mozufferpore. 

Mr. Harnarain Prasady for the Applicant. 
JUDGMENT.— This is a petition asking 
for interference by this Court with an 
order passed under section 476 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure initiating the pro- 
secution of one Raktoo Rai on a charge 
of perjury. Raktoo Rai was a witness in a 
case in which certain persons were charged 
with unlawful assembly and theft of a crop 
from a field. The case ended in a conviction 
in the Magistrate’s Court. In appeal there 
has been an acquittal upon the ground that the 
case has every appearance of being false 
and that tl e motive for the false case was 
the dismissal by the Sheohar Raj of 
Triheni Lai who gave the information to 
the Police, the persops ifhom he ^caused 


being mostly the amlas of the Sheohar 
Raj. Raktoo Rai was called as a witness for 
the prosecution. The moment his examination 
commenced he asserted that he knew nothing 
whatever about the matter. He was thereupon 
declared hostile and cross-examined at great 
length. The order passed under section 
476 was after the receipt of the Sessions 
Judge’s judgment. No reasons are cited 
in it why the prosecution should be ordered: 
but in his explanation the Magistrate says 
that the cross-examination of Raktoo Rai 
disclosed that the evidence was false, the 
false statements being to the effect that 
he had been intimidated into giving evidence 
before the Police by threats. He was ordered 
by the Sub-Inspector to. give the 
name of a man named Lalji: the Sub- 
Inspector said that if he did not do so he 
would be prosecuted for theft and cheating: 
that he had been called by Tribeni Lai 
the first informant and taken to the Sub- 
Inspector: that Tribeni told the Sub- 
Inspector that Raktoo was his witness: 
and that he had then said that he would 
not give evidence as he knew nothing. 
The Sub-Inspector said that “he cited you 
as a witness— you will be compelled to give 
evidence.” Thereupon Raktoo said: I was 
afraid of his threats and so I spoke.” 
I am of opinion that the order directing a 
prosecution for perjury merely upon materials 
arising out of cross-examination is a 
very unsafe proceeding, especially in the 
case of a protracted cross-examination of 
this kind. I have read this cross-examination 
and I have been unable to find any such 
manifest contradictions as would afford 
any basis for a prosecution. That is the 
only material upon which the proceeding 
has been based. I also consider it unsafe 
to charge a witness for perjury upon 
statements of this kind when the Sessions 
Judge has found substantial grounds for 
suspecting the whole conduct of the pro- 
secution. It is clear that the only evidence 
that the statements were false would be 
the statements of the Sub-Inspector himself, 
Tirbeni and other persons under their 
influence; this being so, the order directing 
the prosecution of the petitioner is set 
aside. 1 direot that further proceedings be 

stayed. 

Order set aside K 
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COHEN, ALEC ARAN V . SASI B-HUSAN DAS, GUPTA, 

4 CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 61 of 1917. 

February 9, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Teunon and 
Mr. Justice Chaudburi. 

ALEC ARAN COHEN— Complainant- 

Pet! itonek 
versus 

SASI BHUSAN DAS GUPTA and another 

— Accused — Opposite Party. 

Pntal Co'lc (Act XL I ’of 18C0J, 400, 206— Di*- 

fiorin >1 of car in contravention <>j hire-purchase agree • 
ment — Offence— Merger of ayreement in decree. 

The accuscJ obtained a motor car from the com- 
plainaut on a hiro-p’iivhaso agreement, stipulating 
tluit so long as the whole amount of the price was 
not paid, the car would remain the absolute property 
of the complainant and that the accused would not 
in any way dispose of it. The complainant brought 
a suit for t-he recovery of the price still remaining 
due under the agreement and got a decree for a 
certain sum with costs, blit no lien on the car was 
declared bv the Court. Soon after this decree the 

accused sold away the car: 

Held, that the accused in disposing of the car in 
contravention of tin' original hire-purchase agree- 
ment did not commit an offence under section 106, 
Indian Penal Code, as the original contract was 
merged in the decree of the Civil Court. £p 729, col, 2.] 

Semite . — That the act of the accused might 
amount to an offence under section 20G, Indian Penal 
Code, for which proceedings might be taken by t ho 
complainant against the accused on getting sanction 
from the Court which made tin* decree. [p. 729, col. 2.] 

Rule against the order of the Fourth Presi- 
dency Magistrate, Calcutta. 

FACTS material to the report will appear 
from the following portion of the verified 
petition of the complainant: — 

1. That in December 1915 the accused 
above named took a motor car from your 
petitioner on the hire-purchase system, the 
price settled being Rs. 3,250, of which lie 
paid Rs. 400 on the 14th November 1915, 
and Rs. 3C0 on the 1st of December 1915 
and he took possession of the car agreeing to 
pay the balance by weekly instalments of 
Rs. 60 and executing a bond therefor. 

2. That in the said bond the said accused 
made the following stipulation: — 

Failing payment of any four consecutive 
instalments, the bill to become due at once 
and for such consideration I do further agree 
that the motor car shall remain their 
absolute property till such time and period 
as the balance is liquidated in full. That 
I further undertake not to part with the 
possession of the said motor car, do or suffer 
anything to bo done whereby the same may 


he distrained or taken in execution, or deal 
with the motor car otherwise than in the 
usual course of my business.” 

3. That the said accused having stopped 
payment of the instalments stipulated by him, 
j 7 our petitioner instituted a suit in the 

Original Side of the Hon’ble High Court for 
the money due and obtained a decree in 

May 1916. 

4. That thereafter when your petitioner 
went to attach the said motor car, he came 
to know that the accused had sold the oar to 
Sheik Samir above named on or about the 
24th June 1916 accepting Rs. 1,300 only as 
the price therefor. 

5. That your petitioner thereafter 
instituted a complaint in the Courts of the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate, Calontta, 
charging the accused Sasi Bhusan Das Gupta, 
aforesaid with an offence under section 406, 
Indian Penal Code, and your petitioner 
obtained a search warrant from the said 
Court in execution of which the oar was 
brought before the Court where it iq now 

lying. 

6. That the case was tried by Mr, K. B. 
Das Gupta, Presidency Magistrate, who on 
the 4th January 1916 examined your peti- 
tioner and the aforesaid Sheik Samir as a 
witness called by the Court, and discharged r 
the accused under section 253, Criminal? 
Procedure Code, and made an order directing 
the car to be made over to the aforesaid 
Sheik Samir.” 

* * # # #.*.#< 

The order of the Presidency Magistrate was 
in these terms: “l find from the judgment of i 
the Hon’ble Judge of the High Court of the 
19th May 1916 that it was held by the 
Hon’ble Judge that it was an exeouted con- 
tract of sale under which the ncoused took the., 
car from the complainant. After the case was , 
disposed of in the High Court, the. accused* 
sold the car to Sheik Samir. He sold it know*, 
ing that it was his property. So I oauuoti 
find that he dishonestly disposed ot it. 
The case for the prosecution thus fails. The., 
accused is discharged.” 

The decree of the Hon’He High Court * 
referred to in paragraph 3 of the petition 

was in these terms: — 

“# * *, It is ordered , and ^r^d i 

that tie defendant dopey <o ( , th^.p^iniftj 
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the sum of Rs. 2,310 with interest thereon 

at the rate of 6 per cent, per annurn from the 

date hereof until realisation. * * 

Babu Manmotha Nath Mookerjee , for the 

Petitioner, contended that the transaction was 

on hire-purchase system. 

The title in the goods (car) could not pass 
till the whole amount was paid or realised. 

The opposite party was clearly guilty 
under section 406, Indian Penal Code, beoause 
knowing full well that the price had not been 
paid and as suoh according to the agreement 
he oould not be the owner of the oar, the 
opposite party disposed of the same in 
violation of the express terras of the contract. 

At any rate the accused should be retried 
for an offence under section 206, Indian Penal 
Code, for fraudulently transferring the oar to 

prevent its seizure in execution. 

Mr. 8. K. Sen (with him Babus 

Trobodh Chandra Chatterjee and Surendra 
Kumar Bose), for the Opposite Party.— The 
transaction was an out and out sale and the 
car was not taken on hire-purchase 
system and as suoh the opposite party was the 
owner and could deal with the same in any 
manner he liked. 

The petitioner having got a decree for 
the price of the car, the contractual obliga- 
tion ceased to exist and the contract merged 
in the decree and as such the opposite party 
could not be guilty of a criminal offence for 
violating the terms of the contract. 

The petitioner had applied in the Civil 
Court for the appointment of a Receiver to 
take charge of the car; the prayer was ap- 
parently not granted and the opposite party 
bona fide sold the car after the decree was 

passed. 

There was no allegation before the learned 
Presidency Magistrate that the car was 
fraudulently sold. This is a new case made 
in the High Court. This Court has no power 
to order a further enquiry for an offence under 
section 206, Indian Penal Code, because no 
sanction has been obtained from the Civil 
Court for the prosecution of the opposite party 
under the said section. 

JUDGMENT.— This Rule is directed 
against an order of the Fourth Presidency 
Magistrate by which he discharged the 
accused person under the provisions of section 
253, Criminal Procedure Code. The com- 
plainant in the case was one A, A. Cohen, and 


it appears that on what may be described as 
a hire-purchase agreement the accused op- 
posite party has obtained from him a motor 
oar. A sum of Rs. 2,310 remained due upon 
the car, ana in that state of things the com- 
plainant brought a suit on the Original Side of 
this Court, praying inter alia for the appoint- 
ment of a Receiver and the issue of an injunc- 
tion. He obtained a decree directing payment 
by th6 defendant in that suit of the sum of 
Rs. 2,310 and also costs. No lien on the car 
was declared; and it would seem that the 
prayer for the issue of an injunction and the 
appointment of Receiver was refused. Before 
the Presidency Magistrate the complainant 
brought his suit on the footing that the car 
was still his property, and that in disposing 
of the oar in contravention of the terms of 
the original contract the acoused person had 
acted dishonestly. But it appears to us that 
the original contract has been merged in the 
decree, and it is, therefore, rather difficult to 
say at the present stage that the car still 
remains the property of the complainant. 

We are, therefore, unable to make this Rule 
absolute. But we leave it open to the com- 
plainant to apply for sanction to the Court 
which made the decree to the taking of 
proceedings in view of the provisions of sec- 
tion 206, Indian Penal Code, or to take suoh 
other steps as he may be advised. In these 
terms this Rule is discharged. 

Hide discharged. 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Reference No. 937 of 1916. 

March 22, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir George Knox, Kt. 

LALA AND OTHERS APPLICANTS 

versus 

EMPEROR— Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code {Act V of 1898), s. 345 
(1)- Penal Code {Act XLV oj I860), s. 323 — Com- 
pounding of offence — Compromise , who can. 

The person by whom an offence under section 
323 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 1898, maybe 
compounded is the person to whom the hurt is caused, 
and not the person who causes the hurt. [p. 730, col. 

2.] 

Criminal reference by the first Addi- 
tional Sessions Judge, Aligarh, dated the 
24th November 1916, 
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JUDGMENT.— This case has got into a 
bad tangle. It appears from the evidence for 
the prosecution that Lala, Udai Rara f Moja, Har 
Chandi and Puran were convicted of offences 
under sections 325 and 323 of the Indian 
Penal Code, Udai Ram and Moja under 
section 323 and the others were convicted 
under section 325. The accused applied 
in revision to the Court of the Additional 
Sessions Judge of Aligarh. The view ap- 
parently taken, though this is not clear, 
by the learned Sessions Judge was that 
Lala was attempting to take cattle to the 
• pound; that Kailua, Parshadi, Genda and 
Heta tried to rescue the cattle by force. 
Upon their doing so Lala, Udai Ram, Moja, 
Puran and Harchandi assaulted those who 
were trying to rescue the cattle. As a 
result both parties received injuries and 
one of them Lala accused received grievous 
hurt. The learned Sessions Judge, being of 
opinion that the Magistrate had gone wrong 
in convicting the applicants, was about to 
report the case to this Court but the 
parties, according to the learned Sessions 
Judge, have compromised and have duly 
attested a form before him to that effect. 
He sends the case on with a recommend- 
ation that the conviction and sentence be 
quashed. The so-called application for 

compromise is No. 14A of the record. 
In it Parshadi on the one side and Puran, 
Udai Ram, Moja and Lala on the other, 
say that the parties have come to 

an understanding with each other and the 
prayer is that- the case be struck off and 
not decided. The paper No. 14 A is worthless. 
In the first, place one of the accused Ilar- 
ohandi is no party to it. In the second 
place, and this is the more serious difficulty, 
Kailua who was one of the persons to whom 
hurt was caused is also no party to it. 
Section 345, clause (l), of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure lays down that the 
offences punishable under the sootions of 
the Indian Penal Code described in the 
first two columns of the table next following 
may bo compounded by the persons mentioned 
in the third column of that table. When we 
look down the table and come to the offence 
of causing hurt under section 323, the 
person by whom the offence may be compro- 
mised is the person to whom the hurt is 

caused. The learned Sessions Judge appears 


to have misunderstood the meaning of the 
word ** compounded.” The table shows that 
the person by whom the offence may be 
compounded is the person to whom the 
hurt is caused, it is not the person who 
causes the hurt. In the case with which 
1 am dealing the persons hurt were Parshadi 
and Kailua. 

Again on turning to section 439 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, I 6nd that 
while the High Court may exercise several 
powers enumerated therein which are confer- 
red on a Court of Appeal, the powers granted 
to the Court of Appeal by seotion 345, are 
not mentioned. Looking to the case as 
reported by the learned Additional Sessions 
Judge, I can find no ‘adequate reason why 
the conviotion and sentenoe should be 
quashed. 

There is another paper on the reoord 
No. 35 A which purports to be a com- 
promise between Lala, on the one side and 
Kailua, Parshadi, Genda and Heta on the 
other and it says that the matter between 
them has been settled and the oase be struok 
off from undertrial cases. It is described 
by the learned Sessions Judge as a cross- 
complaint. The Magistrate before whom the 
paper was filed had endorsed upon it the 
words: “l allow the compromise, these are 
cross- cases and the parties are , related. I 
acquit the acoused under seotion 345 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code”. The oase whioh 
the Magistrate had before him was a 
complaint under section 325 of the Indian 
Penal Code. How the learned Magistrate 
could accept a compromise under this 
section it is difficult to understand, especially 
as some of the persons to whom hurt bad 
been caused were no parties to the com- 
promise. As mentioned above the learned 
Sessions Judge describes the compromise 
as a cross-complaint. It is nothing of 
the kind. Lala, Udai Ram, Moja, Har- 
chandi and Puran were sent up by the 
Polico for the offence of causing grievous 
hurt under section 325. Lala appears to 
have filed a complaint against Kailua, Per- 
shadi and Heta for the same offenoe, i.e., 
the offence under section 325 of the same 
date. There was only one case. The 
remarks made by the learned Sessions 
Judge and the Magistrate show the e*trem$ 
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danger there is of taking up what are 
supposed to be two oases together. There 
was only one case of which the Police 
took cognizance and which Lala tried to 
bolster up by a complaint of his own. The 
paper No. 35A is, for the reasons given above, 
equally defective. 

I refer the learned Sessions Judge to 
the oases of Ram Chandra v. Emperor (1) and 
Murray v. Queen- Empress (2). 

Let the record be returned. 

Reoord returned. 


(1) 28 Ind. Cas. 103; 37 A. 127; 13 A. L. J. 104; 16 

Cr. L J. 247. ^ ^ ^ /ZTS 

(2) 21 C. 103; 10 Ind.jDcc, (w. s j 701. (y- I , 
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CALCUTTA HIG 
Criminal Revision No! 

May 28, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Tennon and 
Mr. Justice Richardson. 
MUCHI MIAN — Petitioner 


> '0 tC 


versus 

EMPEROR — Opposite Par™. 

Penal Code ( Act XLV of 1860), s. 216 B— “Assisting 
in any way to evade apprehension' 1 , meaning of — Har- 
bouring offender. 

The words “assisting a person in any way to evade 
apprehension” in section 216B, Indian Penal Code, 
are not to be read as ejusdem generis with the two 
methods specified in the preceding part of the 
section, viz., supplying with food, shelter, etc. [p. 732, 
col. 1-] 

Where the accused in answer to an enquiry of an 
Inspector of Police replied that his brother, who was 
charged under section 411, Indian Penal Code, was in 
the house and promised to produce him, but on going 
inside the house he returned after a delay of 15 
minutes with his brother’s son and said that he had 
made a mistake, as the son was in the house and 
not his brother, and subsequently on search being 
made by the Police, the brother was found hiding in 
the house: 

Held , that as by the methods he employed the 
accused did give time and opportunity to the offender 
to conceal himself or effect his escape, he was guilty 
under section 216B forgiving material assistance to 
the offender in evading apprehension, [p. 732, col. 1.] 

Mr. Zorab and Babus Manmotha Nath 
Mukerjee and Santosh Kumar Pal , for the 
Petitioner. 

Mr. Remfry , for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. — In this case the petitioner 
has been convicted under section 216 of the 
Indian Penal Cede and sentenced to six 
jpopths’ rigorous imprisonment, 


It appears that the petitioner’s brother one 
Azizar Rahman was charged with the com- 
mission of an offence punishable under 
section 411, Indian Penal Code, that to the 
knowledge of the petitioner first warrants 
for Azizar’s arrest and then a proclamation 
under the provisions of section 87 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure had been issued 
by a Magistrate. It also appears that the 
proclamation had been duly published at 
the house in which the two brothers as 
joint owners used to reside. 

On the 23rd September 1916, on informa- 
tion received, an Inspector of Police with a 
sergeant and a posse of constables proceeded 
to his house and interviewed the petitioner. 

The facts then found against the petitioner 
are that in answer to the Inspector’s enquiry 
the petitioner replied that Azizar was in the 
house and promised to produce him. He 
then went inside the house and after a delay 
of 15 minutes returned with Azizar’s son 
and said that he had made a mistake and that 
it was the son who had come to the house the 
preceding evening. The learned Sessions Judge 
has further found that the statement made 
to the Police Officer in the first instance, 
the delay of 15 minutes spent, as the Police 
Officer would presumably infer, on a search 
for the offender, the subsequent production of 
Azizar’s son, and the false statement made 
with regard to Az : zar himself, who on search 
was in fact found in hiding in the thatch of 
the roof, were all parts of a plan by which 
the petitioner sought to give and did give 
Azizar Rahman an opportunity of making his 
escape or of concealing himself. 

On behalf of the petitioner it is contended 
that the facts found are insufficient for the 
finding that the petitioner “assisted (the 
offender) in any way to evade appre* 
hension” and so harboured” him within the 
meaning of sections 216A and 216 B, Indian 
Penal Code, in support of this contention 
it is urged that the words “assisting in any 
way” should be read as ejusdem generis with 
the two methods specified i» the preced- 
ing part of the section, and in further 
support of this view we are referred to the 
case of Emperor v. Husain Bakhsh (1). But 
this case though entitled to our great respect 
is not one which we are bound to follow and 

(1) 25 A. 261; A. W. N, (1903) 29. 
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moreover the facts in that case were wholly 
different. If the intention had been that 
the words “assisting in any way” should 
be read as ejusdem generis with the former 
part of the section, we should have expected 
the Legislature to frame this provision of 
law somewhat in the following manner: 
“the word 'harbouring’ includes the giving of 
assistance by supplying a person with shelter, 
food, etc., means of conveyance or otherwise.” 

As the section has been framed, we are net 
prepared to hold that the ways in which 
assistance may be rendered must, for the pur- 
poses of the section, hi restricted to methods 
which may properly be regarded as ejusdem 
generis or of a like nature with supplies of 
food or of other necessary articles. 

On the contrary we are of opinion that 
by the methods he employed the petitioner 
did give time and opportunity for the 
offender to conceal himsell or effect his escape 
and thereby gave him material assistance in 
evading apprehension. 

In this view the petitioner has been pro- 
perly convicted but having regard to all the 
facts we are of opinion that the sentence is 
unnecessarily severe. We, therefore, reduce 
the sentence from six months to three months’ 
rigorous imprisonment. 

The petitioner will now surrender to his 
bail and serve out the unexpired portion of 
his sentence. 

Sentence reduced. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT, 
Criminal Revision No. 442 ok 1917. 

May 24, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Teunon and 
Mr. Justice Richardson. 

UDAt NARAIN GAIN — Petitioner 


versus 

RAMANATH MIDDA — Opposite 

Party. 

Criminal Pmcednrc Code (Act V of ISDN), s. 430 — 
Acquittal, setting aside of— Revision _ Mistake of lin- 
os to accused's right to pro\icrhj — Penal Code 
XL\ oj 1800), .s'. 3/1) — I'heft — Hoim liilr claim «»/ right 
— Execution — Land delivered to <lecrcc-hohlcr in er -ca- 
tion oj decree — Crops gcon-inij, whether pass. 

Whore, in execution of a decree in a title suit, 
possession of land is given to the decree-holder the 
growing crops pass with the land. [p. 733, col. 2.] 


The accused, having cut and removed paddy from a 
land of which possession had been delivered to the 
complainant in exeontiou of a decree in a title suit, 
was prosecuted for theft, but was acquitted by the 
Magistrate on the ground that, he had grown the 
paddy prior to the delivery of possession: 

Held, (1) that the case had not been properly 
tried and, therefore, the order of acquittal could not 
stand; [p. 733, col. 2.] 

(2) that the case should be re-tried but that the 
accused should not be convicted of theft if it was 
proved that though he may have made a mistake as 
to his rights under the law, he was acting in the 
exercise of a bona fide claim of right, [p. 733, col. 2.] 

FACTS of the case material to this report 
are a9 follows : — 

The petitioner, after having obtained a 
settlement from his landlord on payment 
of th c proper selnmi , bad been in possession of 
the disputed plot of land as tenant till 1912, 
After the death of the landlord, his son 
illegally settled the land with the accused 
who dispossessed the petitioner. Thereupon 
the petitioner brought a title suit against 
the accused in the Civil Court, and the 
Civil Court found that the petitioner was 
a tenant in possession of the land after 
having obtained settlement from the land- 
lord on payment of a selami of Rs. 600 
and that the defendant wrongfully dis- 
possessed the petitioner. The petitioner ob- 
tained peaceful possession of the land 
through the Civil Court peon. Thereafter, 
the accused entered upon the land armed 
with lathis and other weapons, and forcibly 
out away paddy growing on the land. 
The petitioner prosecuted the accused for 
criminal trespass, rioting and forcibly 
removing the paddy and causing hurt. The 
accused admitted having taken away the 
paddy hut stated further that the paddy 
was grown by him before the delivery of 
possession to the petitioner. The Magis- 
trate apparently believed the prosecution 
story that the accused carried away the 
paddy by force, hut came to the conclusion 
that he did not commit any offence there- 
by inasmuch as the paddy was grown by 
tho accused and acquitted the accused 
under section 25S, Criminal Procedure Code. 
Against that order of acquittal the petitioner 
moved the High Court. 

Rabu Be joy Kumar Chatterjee , for the 
Petitioner,— The report of the Magistrate 
is in favour ot the petitioner's ca c e. As 
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a matter of fact he has found that there 
has been a miscarriage of justice in this 
case, but as in his opinion the case is 
of a trivial nature he has refused to ask 
the Local Government to prefer an appeal 

against the order of acquittal. 

The opposite party after he was defeated 
in the civil suit went to the disputed 
land with his men, and forcibly cut and 
removed the paddy, after the Civil. Court 
peon had given possession of the disputed 
land to the petitioner. I submit that the 
learned Magistrate erred in law in holding 
that the accused had a right to forcibly 
cut and remove the paddy, after the peti- 
tioner had taken possession of the land 
through Court, even though the paddy was 
grown by the accused. At any rate, the 
learned Judge ought to have held that the 
accused was guilty of criminal trespass 
and rioting by going to assert his right 
or supposed right by the use of force. 1 
was improper on the part of the Magis- 
trate to dismiss the case summarily in 
this way. The order of acquittal is evident- 
ly bad in law. The evidence as regards 
rioting was not at all taken into consider- 
ation by the Magistrate. 

Babu Satis Chandra Gliose (with him Babus 
Manmotha Nath hlukherjee and Aruna Chandra 
Ghose,) for the Opposite Party— Sufficient 
cause has not been shown for your Lord- 
ships’ interference under section 439, Crimi- 
nal Procedure Code. In Faujdar Thakur v. 
Kasi Choudhuri (1) it has been held that 
in the case of an acquittal the High Court 
should not interfere unless prima facie there 
has been a gross miscarriage of justice. 
No such gross mistake of law or miscarriage 
of justice has been shown as would justify 
your Lordships’ interference. The paddy was 
grown before delivery of possession and 
the land was in possession of my client 
for three or four years under settlement 
from the landlord. The paddy was taken 
by him under a bona fide claim of right, 
and hence no offence waB committed by 

him. . , £ 

JUDGMENT.— This case arises out ot 

a dispute regarding apparently 9 bighas of 
land. The Magistrate appears to have found 
that as a matter of fact in a suit brought 

(l) 27 Ind. Cas. 18b; 19 C. \\ . N. 184; 21 C. L. J. 
53; It) Cr. L. J. 122; 42 C. b!2. 


by the complainant against the accused for 
declaration of his title to and recovery ot 
possession of the said land the complainant 
was successful. In execution of that decree 
the complainant obtained possession from 
the Court. Thereafter the accused, opposite 
party removed ‘from the land, the possession 
of which had been given to the complainant, 
the crop that the accused had . grown 
thereon. The charges brought against the 
accused were charges of rioting and charges 
of theft. The charge of rioting has not 
been considered by the Magistrate, and in so 
far as the charge of theft is concerned the 
learned Magistrate has acquitted the accused 
on the ground that he had grown the crop 
prior to the delivery of possession. In this 
clearly he has fallen into a mistake of 
law. When in execution of a decree in a 
title suit possession of land is given, the 
growing crop passes with the land. 

In that view of the matter it is quite 
clear that this case has not been properly 
tried, and we, therefore, set aside the order 
complained of and direct that the complain- 
ant’s complaint be further enquired into and 
the case against the accused-opposite party 
re-tried. On the re-trial, of course, care will 
have to be taken not to convict the accused 
of theft, should it be found that though he 
may have made a mistake as to his rights 
under the law he was yet acting in the exer- 
cise of a bona fide claim of right. 

Order set aside. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

C kim inal Revision Case No. 532 ok 1916. 
Criminal Revision Petition No. 439 of 1916. 

December 19, 1916, 

Present : — Mr Justice Spencer. 

In re GUMPARTHI V EN K AT AR AMI AH 

— Accused — Petitioner. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act I of 1898), s. 72, 
scope of — Summons to give evidence at Police inves- 
tigation, disobedience to — Service not effected through 
departmental superior , effect cf— Offence— Penal Code 

(Act XLV of 1860), 8. 174. , 

Section 72 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 

requiring service of summonses to Government and 

Railway 0 servants to be effected through the heads 

of their departments applies only to summonses 

issued by a Court of Justice, and not to orders of 
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Police Officers investigating a crime under Chapter 
XIV of the Code. 

Non-attendance, therefore, in obedience to a 
summons issued by a Sub-Inspector of Police and 
served personally on an auxin requiring him to 
give evidence at a Police investigation constitutes 
an offence under section 174, Indian Penal Code. 


The matter, however, is one to be departmental^ 
dealt with. The practice of launching a prosecution 
without consultation with the delinquent's official 
superior deprecated. 

Petition, under sections 435 and 439 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 189S, pray- 
ing the High Court to revise the judgment 
of the Court of the Deputy Magistrate, 

Kavali, in Criminal Appeal No. 10 of 1916, 

preferred against that of the Court of the 
Stationary 2nd Class Magistrate, Kavali, 
in Calendar Case No. 34 of 1916. 

Dr. S. Suuminadhan , for the Petitioner, 

The Public Prosecutor, for the Crown. 
ORDER. — The petitioner is an amin of 
a Civil Court. He has been convicted for 
intentional disobedience to an order of a 
Sub-Inspector of Police issued under section 
160 of the Code of Criminal Procedure to 
attend at an enquiry to be held by the Police 
into a case of mischief by fire. 

The case seems to have arisen out of 
some inter-departmental jealousy, which is 
much to be deprecated. This hardly appears 
to have been a suitable case for criminal 
prosecution of one Government servant for 
disobedience to the order of another Gov- 
ernment servant. If the Police Authorities 
bad addressed the District Munsif or the 
District Judge, the amin might have been 
punished departmental^, if after enquiry 
it appeared that his conduct had been con- 
tumacious. Criminal proceedings were, how- 
ever, instituted with the sanction of the 
District Superintendent of Police and ended 
in the conviction of the amin for an offence 
under section 174, Indian Penal Code. In 

the result a nominal punishment would have 

met the ends of justice. The Stationary 

Sub -Magistrate of Kavali imposed a fine of 

Rs. 100 on this public servant, whoso 

monthly pay is only Rs. 8. On appeal this 

was reduced by the Deputy Magistrate of 
Kavali to Rs. 5. 

In revision JJr. Swaminadlian relied on 
section 72 of the Code of Criminal Pro- 
oedure, which provides that where the person 
summoned is in the active service of the 

Government or of a Railway Company, the 


summons shall ordinarily be sent in duplicate 
to the head of the office in which such 
person is employed. The amin in the 
present case was in the active service of 
Government, being engaged at the time in 
getting a crop harvested under the orders 
of a Civil Court. He refused to receive 

the Police notice unless it was sent through 

his departmental superior, his excuse being 
that if he absented himself from the village, 
the parties to the civil litigation might 
have tampered with the straw and grain 
for which he was responsible. 

I am of opinion that section 72 of the 

Code of Criminal Procedure cannot help the 

petitioner. From the context it evidently 

is intended to apply only to summonses 

issued by a Court of Justice and not to orders 

of Police Officers investigating a crime under 
Chapter XIV. 

The petitioner was, therefore, legally bound 
to attend at the instance of the Sub-In- 
spector and his omission to do so was in- 
tentional. 

The conviction was’ thus legal and I 
cannot interfere with it. I do not consider 
that the Police Authorities behaved reason- 
ably in the matter. The Sub-Inspector 
might well have taken the amin's state- 
ment at Annavaram when he saw that the 
amin had a responsible publio duty to per- 
form there and could not conveniently leave 
the place. Instead, he ordered him to 

attend at Chinakraka Police Station next 

him time to write 
to his departmental superior and arrange 
for a substitute to take his place during 
his absence. I reduce the fine to one anna 

and direot the remainder, if paid, to be 
refunded. 

As I am unable to make any order as 
to costs, I will merely place my opinion on 
the record that the circumstances of this 
case are such that the amin deserves to 
have the oosts, inourred by him in defend- 
ing himself in the proseontion and in appeal- 
ing here and in the Deputy Magistrate’s 
Court, defrayed by the Government. 


v. K. 
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RAJ KOMAR DEOTT V . SATISH CHANBRA GHOSH. 

CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Civil Revision Case No. 25 ok 1916. 

January 5, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Teunon and 
Mr. Justice Chaudhuri. 

RAJ KUMAR DEOTY — Petitioner 

versus 

SATISH CHANDRA GHOSH — 

Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act V of 1898^, a. 195 

( 7 ) — Sanction for. prosecution of witness during pen- 
dency of suit , propriety of — District Judge, whether can 
revoke sanction granted by Subordinate Judge. 

Sanction for the prosecution of a witness for 
deposing falsely in a suit which is still pending 
is improper, particularly when the witness is a near 
relative and am mukhtiar of the plaintiff, a lady who 
depends upon him for the proper prosecution of her 
suit. 

Generally speaking, it is not desirable that 
witnesses should be prosecuted while the case in 
which they have deposed or are about to depose is 

still pending. 

On a petition to the High Court for the revocation 
of a sanction for prosecution granted by a Subordinate 
Judge, the High Court having formed a firm opinion 
as to the impropriety of the sanction, set it aside, 
though it felt that the proper course for the petitioner 
should have been to apply to the District Judge 
under section 195 (7) of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. 

Rule against the order of the Subordinate 
Judge, Howrah, dated the 14th November 
1916. 

Sir Satyendra Prosanna Sinha t Dr. Dawarka 
Nath Mitter and Babu Manindra Nath 
Banerjee , for the Petitioner. 

Mr. Norton and Babus Haraihan Chatter - 
gee and Manmotha Nath Ganguli , for the 
Opposite Party. 

JUDGMENT. — This is an application for 
the revocation of a sanction granted by the 
Subordinate Judge of Howrah. The sanction 
was granted in a suit brought by a lady of 
the name of Kali Dasi Dasi and her case was 
that a certain business was the exclusive pro- 
perty of her husband, while the case of the 
defendant, who is the brother of her deceased 
husband, was that it was the joint property 
of the two brothers. In the course of certain 
proceedings for the appointment of a Receiver 
it appears that the person whose prosecution 
has been directed, being the brother of the 
plaintiff, swore an affidavit to the effect that 
there are entries in the books of the business 
showing that the defendant was in fact a 
servant. Some, if not all, the books of 
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business were apparently brought into Court 
but it is stated that no clear proof with 
regard to them was given, and it does not 
seem to be certain that all the books of the 
business were produced. It is in respect of 
this statement in the affidavit that the prose- 
cution has been sanctioned. Now it appears 
that the petitioner, who is the brother of the 
plaintiff, is also her am mukhtiar and is the 
person on whom she depends for the proper 
prosecution of her suit. Generally speaking 
it is not desirable that witnesses should be 
prosecuted while the case in which they 
have deposed or are about to depose is still 
pending, and in this particular case, having 
regard to the position of the petitioner 
towards the plaintiff, we think the impro- 
priety of such a step is all the greater. We, 
therefore, set aside the sanction which has 
been granted by the Subordinate Judge. 

We may then observe that it has been 
objected in law that this application should 
have been made to the District Judge of 
Hooghly. This argument is based upon the 
language of section 195 (7) and of sub-clause 
fa) of that sub-section and also on the fact 
that the number of suits exceeding Rs. 5,000 
in value, in which appeals lie from the deci- 
sion of the Subordinate Judge to this Court, 
are much fewer in number than the suits of 
Rs. 5,000 and under in which appeals lie to 
the District Judge. That in such a case the 
application for revocation of sanction should 
be made to the District Judge is the view 
taken in the cases reported as Imperairix 
v Lakshman Sakharam (1) and Anant 
Ramchandra Lottikar In re (2), and those 
cases appear to have been followed 
in this Court in Maduray PUloy v. 
Elderton (3). Having, however, formed 
a firm opinion as to the impropriety of the 
sanction that has been granted we do not 
think it necessary, whatever may be the 
correct reading of section 195 (7), to send the 
petitioner before us back to the District Court 
in order to his obtaining relief which we are 
prepared and are competent to give him. 

Sanction set aside. 

(1) 2 B. 481; 1 Inch Dec. (n. s.) 743. 

(2) 11 B. 438; 6 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 288. 

(3) 22 C. 487; 11 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 325. 
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CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 515 of 1917. 

June 6, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Teurion and 
Mr. Justice Richardson. 

LALIT MOHAN CHAKRAVARTY and 

others — Petitioners 
versus 

HARENDRA KUMAR DE and others — 

Opposite Party. 

Eastern Banjul and Assam Disorderly Houses Act 
(// of 11)07), .*?• 3, order passed under — Jurisdiction of 
District Magistrate to interfere with. 

A District Magistrate has no jurisdiction to inter- 
fere with an order passed by a Criminal Court in the 
exercise of its jurisdiction under section 3 of the 
Eastern Bengal and Assam Disorderly Houses Act, 

3907. [p. 737, col. I.] 

Rule against the order of the Additional 
District Magistrate, Dacca. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Babu Hemendra Kumar Das , for the Peti- 
tioners, submitted that an order passed by 
a first class Magistrate under section 3 
of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Dis- 
orderly Houses Act was a judicial order 
and as such the District Magistrate or 
the Additional District Magistrate had no 
jurisdiction to revise it or pass any final 
order in the matter by way of setting aside 
or modifying the order passed by the Trying 
Magistrate. He could only refer the case to 
this Hon’ble Court under section 138, Cri- 
minal Procedure Code, if he thought fit. In 
Rajani Khemtawali v. ii hnperor (1) it was 
held that the High Court can interfere under 
section 439, Criminal Procedure Code. See 
also Kokil Ram v. Emperor (2*, which is a 
case under the Bengal Disorderly Houses Act, 
and this Hon’ble Court interfered undoc 
section 439, Criminal Procedure Code. 

Mr. J. N. Raj/ (with him Babu Khitish 
Chandra Neogu), for the Opposite Party, con- 
tended that the order passed was a purely 
adminis'rative order and the Additional 
District Magistrate in his administrative or 
executive capacity had jurisdiction to modify 
or set aside the order of the Trying Magis- 
trate. Section 3 does not create any offence; 
the proceedings are purely administrative. 
See Rajani Khemtawali v. Emperor (l). 

(1) r> Inch Ca*. 323; U C. W. N. 401; 11 C. L J 
297; 37 0. 287; 11 Or. L. . J. 112. 

|2» 0 C. L. J. 710; 6 Cl*. L. J. 423. 


[ Richardson, J. — The Magistrate issues a 
Rule and the party is called upon to show 
cause — is not this a judicial act?J 

The proceedings seem to be in the nature 
of proceedings under sections 133, 144, Cri- 
minal Procedure Code, disobedience to which is 
punished under section 188, Indian Penal 
Code, as in the present proceedings under 
section 6 of the Act. 

[Tecnon, J. — See section 5. It speaks of 
‘prosecution,” and proceedings have to be 
instituted on “sanction” or “complaint.”] 

In Rajani Khemtawali v. Emperor (l) it 
was held that the word prosecutions” was a 
mistake. 

Babu Hemendra Kumar Das was not called 
upon to reply. 

JUDGMENT. 

Teunon, J. — In this case it appears that 
on a complaint made in accordance with 
the provisions of section 5 (c) of the 
Eastern Bengal and Assam Disorderly 
Houses Act, 1907, proceedings or prosecutions 
under section 3 were taken against the 
owners and occupiers of houses Nos, 7, 25 
and 26 of a certain lane in the city of 
Dacca. On the enquiry held in accordance 
with the provisions of section 3 of the 
aforesaid Act, the enquiring Magistrate found 
that as a matter of fact the houses in 
question were used as brothels, as disorderly 
houses and for the purpose of habitual 
prostitution to the annoyance of the in- 
habitants of the vicinity, that is to say, 
in contravention of the provisions of section 
2 (h) of the same Act. He thereupon 
directed that such use of the houses in 
question should be discontinued within fifteen 
days from the date of the order. The 
persons affected by the order moved the 
Additional District Magistrate of Dacca and 
obtained from him an order by which he 
practically stayed the order of the enquir- 
ing Magistrate for a period of six months 
and also modified it in certain other parti* 
oulars. 

The question involved in this Rule is 
whether the District Magistrate had jurisdic- 
tion or was competent to modify the order 
of the enquiring Magistrate in the mauner 
in which he has done, on in any manner 
whatsoever. Neither in the Act itself, nor 
in the Criminal Procedure Code, nor in 
any law that has been brought to our 
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notice do we find any provision which 
justifies the District Magistrate in interfer- 
ing with an order passed by a Criminal 
Court in the exercise of its jurisdiction 
under section 3 of the Act, to which we 
have made reference. It is also clear that 
if orders made under section 3 are modified 
by other Magistrates, difficulties would arise 
in applying the provisions of section 6 of 
the Act. We are, therefore, clearly of 
opinion that the Magistrate’s action was 
wholly without jurisdiction, and in so far 
as it is an order modifying the Trying 
Magistrate’s order and not an order directed 
to Police Officers, we direct that it be set 
aside. 

Richardson, J. — I have only one word 
to add with reference to the case of Rajani 
Khemtawali v. Emperor (1), which was cited 
in the course of argument. Whatever opinion 
may have been expressed in the judgment 
delivered in that case, I do not understand 
that any point was actually decided by the 
learned Judges inconsistent with our decision 
in the present case. 

Order set aside . 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Reference No. 29 of 1917. 

May 24, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Mullick. 

SHEO JHAWAN PANDE — 

Petitioner 

versus 

Musammat RAM SAKHI KUARl — 

Respondent. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of I898J, a. 439 — 
Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860), s. 323 — Conviction — 
Loss of record , whether ground jor acquittal - Sentence , 
petty — Re-trial , whether can he ordered. 

Petitioner was convicted under section 323 of the 
Penul Code and sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 50. He 
moved the Sessions Judge to exercise his revisioDal 
powers and to refer the case to the High Court. It 
was discovered that the record of the case was lost, 
so that the Sessions Judge could obtain no materials 
upon which to make his reference. He, therefore, 
asked the High Court to set aside the conviction and 
sentence and to order a re-trial: 

Held, that the loss of the record after conviction 
was no gronnd for the acquittal of the accused and 
^hat the sentence being a petty one no rc-trial could 
ordered. 


Criminal reference made by the District 
Judge, Chapra 

Mr. Sarju Persad , for the Petitioner. 

JUDGMENT. — It appears that the peti- 
tioner was convicted by a Deputy Magis- 
trate exercising first class powers of an 
offence under section 323 of the Indian 
Penal Code and sentenced to pay a fine 
of Rs. 50. The petitioner then moved the 
Sessions Judge to exercise his revisional 
powers and to refer the case to the High 
Court. It was then discovered that the 
record of the case was lost, so that the 
learned Sessions Judge could obtain no 
materials upon which to make his reference. 
He has, therefore, asked this Court to set 
aside the conviction and sentence and to 
order a re-trial. 

In my opinion this is just one of those 
cases in which a re-trial should not be 
ordered. 

The loss of a record after conviction is 
no ground for the acquittal of the accused, 
for the logical conclusion from such an 
argument would be that in the event of 
a wholesale destruction of records by fire 
or earthquake, all accused persons whose 
records had been lost and who sought 
relief in appeal or revision would be entitled 
to aoquittal. There is no authority in law 
for such a proposition. 

If this had been a serious case in which 
the accused had been sentenced to a 
substantial term of imprisonment, there might 
have been some ground for directing a 
re trial; but the case is a petty one, the 
fine inflicted small, and the Trial Magistrate 
an officer exercising first class powers. I 
do not think that in a case of this kind 
I should exercise my revisional powers 
either to set aside the conviction or direot 
a re-trial. 

The reference is accordingly discharged. 

Reference discharged . 


47 
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CHANDRA MAN DAD V. RAM MANDAL. 

CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. Ill of 1916. 

August 4, 1916. 

Present: — Sir Lancelot Sanderson, Kr. 

Chief Justice, and Mr. Justice 

Walrasley. 

CHANDRA MANDAL and others — 
Complainants — Petitioners 

versus 

RAM MANDAL and others — 
Opposite Paktt. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 1898,), s. 137, 
proceeding a under — Magistrate, whether can act as 
arbitrator — Claim of right , bona tides of. 

Section 137 of the Criminal Procedure Code is 
imperative and mandatory, [p. 7^8, col. 2.] 

In proceeding under that section a Magistrate is 
not justified in assuming the role of an arbitrator, 
simply because both the parties agree to his acting as 
such. Consent or waive*! of the parties cannot invest 
a Magistrate with jurisdiction which he does not 
possess [p 738, col. 2 ] 

Vpendra Nath v. Ram pal, 41ml. Cns. 436; 10 C. L. 
L 482; 11 Cr L. J. 1; Parcsh Nath Biswas v. Emjwror, 
13 C. \V. N. cclxxxiii (283*, relied upon. 

Where in a proceeding under section 137 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, a party appears and shows 
cause, alleging that what is claimed as a public 
pathway is not so, the Magistrate should record evi- 
dence on the matter of the complaint as in a 
summons case, and should at tin* outset enquire into 
the bona Jidrs orspociosity of the claim, [p. 738, col 2.] 

Manipur Deg v. Bidhu Bhutan Sarkar , 26 Ind. Cns. 
146; 18 C. W. N. 1036; 15 Cr. L. J. 698; 42 C. 158; 
Rakhal Chandra Shaha v. . Kailash Chandra Sarkar, j 
C. W. N. 117, relied upon. 

Criminal revision upon a reference under 
section 438 of the Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure by the Sessions Judge, Je3sore, for 
setting aside an order passed by the fcub- 
Divisional Magistrate, Narail, dated 24th 
May 1916. 

FACTS of the case appear from the 
following Letter of Reference by the Sessions 
Judge to the Registrar of the High Court: — 
“Sir, 

Under section 438, Criminal Procedure 
Cede, I herewith transmit the record of the 
case noted in the margin to be laid before 
the High Court with the following report: 

(1) A brief analysis of the case. 

The Sub- Divisional Magistrate of Narail 
passed a conditional order on the petitioners 
to show cause why they should not remove 
the huts erected by them from a pathway 
lawfully used by the public. They appeared 
and showed cause. Neither party, however, 
adduced any evidence. The Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate was asked to arbitrate. He 


made the order absolute after a local 
enquiry on the 24tb of May last. 

(2) The order recommended for revision. 

The order by which the conditional order 

for removal of obstruction was made absolute. 

(3) In what particular portion of that order 
the Court making the reference considers an 
error on a point of law to exist . 

The whole order. Section 137, Criminal 
Procedure Code, though imperative in its 
character, was not followed. 

(4) The grounds on which in the opinion 
of this Court the order should be reversed. 

(a) The learned Sub-Divisional Magis- 
trate did not follow the procedure laid down 
in section 137, Criminal Procedure Code. 
When the petitioners appeared and showed 
cause, when they alleged that what was 
claimed as a public pathway was not so, 
when they urged it was a part of their 
homestead, the learned Magistrate should 
have recorded evidence on the matter of 
the complaint as in a summons case. Section 
137, Criminal Procedure Code, is imperative 
and mandatory. He was not justi6ed in 
assuming the role of an arbitrator, because 
both the parties agreed to bis being so. 
When the parties wished him to blink at 
law, he should not have readily agreed to 
it. Consent of parties or waiver did not 
vest him with jurisdiction. There is ample 
authority in support of this view: see 
Upend) a Nath v. Bampal (l) and Paresh 
Nath Biswas v. Emperor (2). The order was 
illegally made absolute therefore. 

( b ) It does not appear that the learned 
Sub- Divisional Magistrate inquired at the 
outset into the bona tides or speciosity of 
the claim of the petitioners. He should 
have clearly inquired and found whether 
the petitioners urged a hma fide claim or 
elaborated a mere pretence to oust him of 
jurisdiction. This was absolutely necessary: 
see Manipur Dey v. Bidhu Bhtisan Sarkar (3) 
and Rakhal Chandra Shaha v. Kailash Chandra 
Sarkar (4). The Magistrate now urges in 
bis explanation that when he found the 
pathway a public thoroughfare, it neoessarily 
followed that he held the claim of the 
petitioners to be a mere pretenoe. I do not 

(1) 4 Ind. Cas. 436; 10 C. L. J. 4S2j 11 Cr. L. J. 1. 

(2) 13 C. W. N. cclxxxiii (283). 

(3) 26 1 ml. Cas. 146; 18 C. W. N. 1086; 16 Cr. L. J. 
698; 42 C. 158. 

(4) 7 C, W. N. 117. 
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think such an inference is always justifiable. 

The petitioners may have honestly, though 

mistakenly, believed in the truth of the claim 

they put forward (see section 3, clause 20 of 

Act X of 1897). It is moreover not open to 

the Magistrate to add by his explanation to 

the order complained of : see Madhu Sudan 

Das Gupta v Sasti Frosad Nandy (5). 

On both these grounds, I am of opinion 

that the Magistrate illegally made the 

conditional order absolute. I recommend its 

■ 

reversal. 

The explanation of the Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate has been placed on the record.” 

Babu Hemendra Chandra Sen , for the 
Petitioners. 

JUDGMENT. — We accept the reference; 
and, in the result, the order is quashed. 

Reference accepted. 

(5) 7 C. W. N. 859. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 139 of 1917. 

May 11, 1917. 

Present'. — Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 
GHASI RAM — Accused — Petitioner 

versus 

SUKRA URAON and others — 

Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act V of 1898), s. 235 
(1 ) — Joint trial for distinct offences against different 
persons committed at different times, whether legal 
— “ Same transaction ,” meaning of. 

The trial of several accused in respect of several 
distinct offences committed at different times and at 
different places against different persons is illegal. 
The fact that the complaints were lodged on the 
same day or that the motive for the commission of 
the offences was the same in all the occurrences 
does not at all go to show that the offences were 
committed in the course of the same transaction, [p. 

740, col.l.] 

Criminal revision from an order of the 
Judicial Commissioner, Ranchi. 

Mr. Sharoshi Chandra Mitra , for the 
Appellant. 

JUDGMENT. — The petitioner in this case 
has been convicted by the Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate of Simdega in the District of 
Ranchi under section 447 of the Indian 
Penal Code in respect of four complaints 


lodged before the Magistrate by four different 
persons: — 

(1) Sukra Uraon lodged a complaint in 
respect of extortion, wrongful confinement, 
and possibly of criminal trespass said to 
have been committed on the 15th July 

1916; 

(2) Lende Uraon lodged a complaint in 
respect of criminal intimidation and trespass 
said to have been committed on the 1 6th 

of July 1916; 

(3) Saijniwa Uraon lodged a complaint 
in respect of a criminal trespass of the 

22nd of July 1916; and 

(4) Chuku Uraon lodged a complaint in 
respect of a criminal trespass said to have 
been committed on the 22nd of July 

1916. 

The place of occurrence in each of these 
cases is different. 

On appeal the learned Judicial Commissioner 
of Ranchi, in his judgment dated the 18th of 
January 1917, observes as follows:— It seems 
that the accused was on his trial for four 
acts of criminal trespass committed on 
three separate dates. * I am not prepared 
to hold that these acts under the special 
circumstances which existed were not so 
connected together as to form the same trans- 
action. The joint trial is justified under section 
235 (l). The details which appeared in 
the explanation should have been mentioned 
in the judgment.” 

The Sub-Divisional Magistrate in his 
judgment does not at all hold that the above 
offences on separate dates were committed 
in the course of the same transaction. 
He has, however, in the explanation that he 
submitted to the Judicial Commissioner, 
tried to show that the aforesaid offences 
were committed in the same transaction. 
He says in his explanation: The place of 
occurrence being village Bhaimunda, Tola 
Jumka Chhapar, Sukra Oraon’s case included 
a complaint of extortion said to have 
taken place in Khinda, the trespass 
occurring in Bhaimunda. All these com- 
plaints were brought the same day and the 
complainants are witnesses for themselves 
and for each other. It appears that on 
the same day and place these persons 
were made to sign an agreement regarding 
the terms of their tenancies. These terms 
are all of such a nature that it is quite 
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impossible to believe that the accused 
obtained the 60 -called signatures honestly 
and it was to enforce these terms that he 
committed trespass in interfering with the 
cultivation of each of the complainants.” 

The above explanation of the Magistrate 
is, I think, rot sufficient to show that the 
offences were so connected as to form the 
same transaction. The agreement, to enforce 
which the offences are said to have been 
committed, was executed on a date long 
prior to the dates of the occurrences 
complained of. The fact that the complaints 
were lodged on the same day or that the 
motive for the commission of the offences 
was the same in all these occurrences 
does not at all go to show that the 
offences were committed in the course of 
the same transaction. The act complained 
of in each case is a complete transaction 
in itself, namely to compel the complainant 
to pay enhanced rent or to quit the land. 
The object in each case is distinct from 
and independent of the other cases. There 
is no distinct finding of l he Courts below 
that the offences were in the course of 
the same transaction. 

This case is similar to the case of Nanda 
Kumar Sirkar v. Emperor (1), where 
three persons laid three separate complaints 
against the accused, alleging that they 
committed rioting and individually caused 
hurt to each of the complainants, 
and it was held that though the origin 
and the preparations for the commission 
of the offences might be the same, the 
offences were distinct from each other and 
the joint trial of the accused for the 
offences was illegal. 

The trial of the accused in respect of 
the four distinct offences committed in this 
case at different times and at different 
places must be held to he illegal and the 
conviction must bo set aside 

The question is whether the case should 

be remanded for re* trial separately in 

respect of each of the complaints lodged 

against the accused. I do not think any 

useful purpose will he served by having 
a re-trial. 

The 11,(1111 ohm cro in the complaint of 
Sukra Uraon is that of extortion and of 


(I) lie. Vf.s. 1 1 26; 0 Cr. I,. J. 


• > 
o 



wrongful confinement of the complainant 
by the accused. This has been disbelived 
by the first Court. 

There is no mention in the complaint 
petitions of Sukra and Lende of their 
ploughs having been turned out of the 
fields. 

In the other cases the ploughs of the 
complainants are said to have been turned 
out of their respective fields. 

I have looked into the evidence on the 
record and I find that the evidence con- 
sists mainly of the four complainants them- 
selves. It is doubtful if the evidence 
proves conclusively that the acoused was 
present at the time when the ploughs were 
turned out of their fields. 

The case against the accused is of a 
vague ar.d general character, of having 
given orders to his servants in execution of 
which the ploughs of the complainants 
were turned out of their respective fields 

The conviction is, therefore, set aside 
and the application is allowed. The fine, 
if realized, must be refunded. 

Application allowed . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 245 of 1917. 

April 16, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Teunou and 
Mr, Justice Newbould. 

GANESH CHANDRA S1KDAR and 
another — Petitioners 
versus 

EMPEROR— Opposite Party. 

Iknyal Excise Act {V of 1909 ), **. 4 * VO— Act 17 / 
It. C. of 1914, s. 2, cl. 14 —Medicinal preparation com* 
to ini iiij alcohol , inanufoctnrc and sale of — Offence. 

A preparation containing alcohol is not outside the 
provisions of the Bengal Excise Act as amended by 
Bengal Act Yll of 1914, simply because it is a 
medicinal preparation or may bo used for medicinal 
purposes, [p. 741, col. 2. ) 

The manufacture and sale of Mrita Sanjivnni 
Sudlm prepared in accordance with the “Ayurvedic” 
Pharmncopu'ia and used for medicinal purposes ouly 
otherwise than in conformity with the provisions of 
the Excise Act is an offence, unless it is exempted by 
notification under the provisions of section 90 of 
the Act. [p. 741, col. 2.] 
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Babus Manmatha Nath Mukerjee and 
Vhanindra Lai Maitra y for the Petitioners. 

The Hon’ble Mr. B. G. Mitter , Advocate- 
General (with him Mr. Cornell , Deputy 
Legal Remembrancer, Bengal), for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. — In this case the petitioners 
before us have been convicted in respect of 
the manufacture and sale of a liquid sub- 
stance spoken of as Mrita Sanjivani Sudha 
and have been sentenced under section 46 
(a) of the Bengal Excise Act V of 1909 
each to pay a fine of Rs. 200 or in default to 
undergo six weeks’ rigorous imprisonment. 

The manufacture and sale is admitted and 
the contention of the petitioners, who are 
Kavirajes by profession, is that Mrita 
Sanjivani Sudha is a beneficent drug, pre- 
pared in accordance with a formula to be 
found in an Ayurvedic Pharmacopoeia, and 
nsed for medicinal purposes only. The 
ingredients, it is said, are gur , ginger, betel 
nut and various barks, and after a certain 
period of fermentation from this base with 
certain additions in the shape ot spices, 
crushed fruits, and balela skins the finished 
product is obtained by a process of distilla- 
tion. The preparation, there is evidence, is 
prescribed for women suffering from fever or 
bowel complaints after childbirth and 
other virtues claimed for it are that it 
stimulates the appetite, aids digestion, and 
when taken at bed time soothes the wakeful. 

It may be conceded that the preparation 
possesses all these virtues, but the question 
still remains whether it is an excisable 
artiole within the meaning of the Bengal 
Excise Act. In that Act excisable article 
has been defined as meaning “any liquor or 
intoxicating drug as defined by or under this 
Act” and in section 2, clause (14), as amend- 
ed by Bengal Act VII cf 1914, liquor has 
again been defined as meaning liquid 
consisting of or containing alcohol” and as 
including various specified substances. 

It is not disputed that Mrita Sanjivani 
Sudha contains alcohol and analysis shows 
that the four sample phiaD or bottles sub- 
mitted to the Chemical Examiner consisted of 
the usual volatile byeproducts of distillation 
and fermentation, volatile essential oils, water 
and alcohol, the proportion of alcohol ranging 
from 68*3 per cent, to 87 per cent. In other 
words, the preparation as sold or as prepared 
and put up for sale is an alcoholic liquid vary- 


ing in strength from 31*7 to 13 underproof. 
There can, therefore, be no question that the 
manufacture and sale of this preparation 
otherwise than in conformity with the pro- 
visions of the Excise Act is an offence, unless 
the petitioners can show that this article 
has been exempted by notification under the 
provisions of section 90 of the Act or that 
by reason of repugnancy in the subject” the 
definition is not applicable. It is conceded 
that the artiole is not within the terms of any 
notification issued under section 90. It is, 
however, contended that to Mrita Sanjivani 
Sudha, as a medicinal preparation manufactur- 
ed, prescribed and sold by Kavirajes, the 
definition contained in the Act does not apply 
and in support of this contention reliance is 
placed on the cases reported as Gontsh Cliunder 
Sikdar v. Queen- Empress (1), Emperor v. 
Moti Lai Chander (2) and Satish Chandra Boy 
v. Emperor (3). It is unnecessary to discuss 
these cases which were all decided prior 
to the amendment of the Act made in 
1914. Whatever may have been the state of 
the law at the time when the foregoing cases 
were decided, the intention of the law has 
been made clear by the amended Act of 191*1, 
and to say now that a preparation containing 
alcohol is not within the provisions of the 
Bengal Excise Act simply because it is a 
medicinal preparation or may be used for 
medicinal purposes, would be to stultify this 
Court and ignore the plain purpose of the 
Legislature. 

On the question of sentence, having regard 
to the fact that the manufacture of this 
Mrita Sanjivani Sudha has been continued on 
the strength of the decision in favour of the 
elder petitioner in Gonesh Chunder Sikdar 
v Queen- Empress (1) and the further fact that 
it does not appear that prior to the present 
proceedings the petitioners were warned by 
the excise authorities, we think that a lesser 
sentence will meet the ends of justice. We, 
therefore, reduce the sentence in each case to 
a fine of Rs. 103, in default three weeks’ 
rigorous imprisonment. 

Sentence reduced. 

(1) 24C. 157; 12 hid. Dec. (x s ) 77C. 

(2) 15 Inch Cas. 961; 39 C. 1053; 16 C. W. N. 7S5; 
13 Ci\ L. J. 54*5. 

(3) 19 Incl. Cas. 956; 17 C. W. X 939; 14 Cr. L J. 
300. 
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COURT. 

Criminal Appeals Nos. 20, 21 and 24 of 1917. 

March 7, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Lindsay, J. C., and 
Pandit Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C. 

RESHO SINGH — Accused 

versus 

EMPEROR — Prosecutor. 

Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 1898J, ss. 271, 
1G4 — Joint trial several accused — Plea of guilty 
entered by one of accused — Procedure — Confession — 
Recording of confession by Magistrate — Magistrate, 
power of , to put questions — Inspection of scene of occur- 
rence by Judge accompanied by confessing accused — 
Additional statements made by confessing accused and 
recorded by Judge , admissibility of. 

Tim trial of an accused does not necessarily come 
to an end as soon as he offers a plea of guilty, and 
where a Judge does not convict on such a plea the 
only other course open to him is to proceed with the 
trial of the accused, [p. 745, col. 2; p. 740, col. 1.] 

When a plea of guilty is entered by one of several 
co-accused who arc to he tried jointly, a Judge has, 
under section 271 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
a discretion to decide either that the accused be 
convicted on such plea or that he should he put on 
his trial in spite of his plea of guilty. Tho proper 
procedure to follow in such cases is that if the Judge 
convicts the accused on his plea of guilty, he should 
be removed from the dock in which case* he can be 
called as a witness against the ot her accused; or the 
Judge should put it on record that he decides to put 
the accused on his trial in spite of his plea of guilty, 
[p. 7 tG, col. 1.] 

The Judge is bound to read and explain 
the charge to the accused and he ought to satisfy 
himself by interrogation of the accused, if necessary 
that he fully understands the responsibility which 
he assumes in making a plea of guilty. Having 
done so, the Judge is then in a position to exercise 
properly the discretion which the law allows and 
to put upon record the reasons which guide his 
discretion. The course which it is intended to pur- 
sue should not be left, in doubt, [p. 740, col. l.j 

It is, however, not illegal for the Court to proceed 
with the trial of an accused who has pleaded guilty 
without previously placing upon record its reasons 
for doing so. | p. 740, col. 2.] 

Though tho law does not contemplate or authorise 
inquisitorial procedure by a Magistrate who is 
called upon to record a confession under section 104 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, lu* is not for- 
bidden to ask questions to satisfy himself that the 
statement proposed to be made is voluntniy or for 
the purpose of making clear and intelligible any parti- 
cular passage of a statement made to him. j p. 7-10, 
col. 2.] 

A Magistrate not trying a case can only record 
the confession of an accused person if voluntarily 
made under suction 104 of the Code oi Criminal 
Procedure, and it is not permissible for him to ques- 
tion the accused closely and at groat length for the 
purpose of extracting statements to be afterwards 
usod as evidence, [p. 747, col. 2.] 


The statement of an accused elicited by the Magis- 
trate in this way is not admissible in evidence, [p. 

747, col. 2.] 

In a case while the trial of several accused, one 
of whom had made a coufession, was in progress, 
the Sessions Judge went himself to the scene of 
the crime accompanied by the assessors and the 
confessing accused, who showed him over the ground 
and made certain additional statements by way of 
comment or illustration of his confession, and the 
Judge made note of them; 

Held , that the Judge was wrong in allowing the 
accused to make these additional statements which 
ought not to have been regarded, [p. 74S, col. 2.] 

Appeal against the order of the Additional 
Sessions Judge, Lucknow, at Unao, dated 
19th December 1916. 

Mr. Ross Alston , Pandit Jagat Narain 
and Mr. B. B. Chandra , for the Appellant. 

Messrs. Wallach and H, S. Gupta , Babu 
Gokul Ohand Rai and Mr. N. N. Ghoshal , 
for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. — These appeals have arisen 
out of a trial held in the Court of the 
Additional Sessions Judge of Lucknow sittiug 
at Unao, in which five persons were charged 
with being concerned in the murder of a 
Brahmin named Suraj Bali, who was killed 
on the morning of the 14th August 1916 at a 
hamlet in the Unao District. 

One of the men charged, Ram Ratan (or 
Ratnu), was acquitted: the other four, namely, 
Kesho Singh, Jungar Singh, r irdar Singh 
and Ram Nath, were convicted. The two 
former have been sentenced to death, the two 
latter to transportation for life. 

Kesho Singh, Jungar Singh and Sirdar 
Singh have appealed. The fourth man Ram 
Nath pleaded guilty in the Sessions Court 
and has not appealed: indeed in view of his 
plea he has no right of appeal except on the 
question of sentence and as he has been 
awarded the minimum punishment which the 
law allows for murder, it was obviously useless 
for him to attempt to bring his oase before 
this Court 

Apart from the appeals made by Kesho 
Singh and Jungar Singh we have the refer- 
ence made in their cases by the Sessions 
Judge for confirmation of the capital sen- 
tences. 

We may come now to the story of the 
murder and the narative of the investigation 
which ended in the five men being committed 
to the Sessions Court on the oharge of 
murder. 
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The first information of the crime was 
given to the Bihar Police Station at 11 A. M., 
on the morning of the 14th August. The 
report was made by Pancbaro, the chaukidar 
of Bhadia, and the substance of it was that 
having heard an alarm of dacoity raised at 
about sunrise, he proceeded to the hamlet of 
Moti Khera where he found the corpse of 
Suraj Bali lying by a gular tree close to the 
houses of some Ahirs. 

He represented that he had ascertained by 
inquiry that two men had been seen chasing 
Suraj Bali, that they had overtaken him and 
had beaten him with lathis. He had also 
discovered that Suraj Bali was on his way to 
Purwa and that he had been accompanied by 
Jawahir Singh. He mentioned the fact that 
there was litigation going on between Sirdar 
Singh on one side and Suraj Bali and 
Janaka on the other and that there was 
enmity between them. In describing the 
appearance of the body he mentioned that 
the only wound visible was one in the 
middle of the skull three or four fingers in 
breadth and bleeding profusely. Kesho 
Singh having been apprised of the report 
went off to the scene of the crime and 
began an inquiry. 

Meantime a copy of the report had been 
sent to Mr. Darling, the District Magistrate, 
who passed an order dated the 15th of 
August directing that the inquiry should 
be taken at once out of Kesho Singh’s 
hands. On *he 16th, Mr. Darling and the 
Police Superintendent went themselves to 
the scene of the murder. The investigation 
was placed in the hands of Inspector Afzal 
Husain, who was assisted by Sub-Inspector 
Ram Chandar, ihe second officer ot the 
Bihar Police Station.' It was decided that 
Kesho Singh should be remov d from 
Bihar while the inquiry was going on: orders 
to that effect were issued and Kesho Singh 
was posted to another station and left Bihar 
on the 23rd August. 

Jungar Singh, the constable, was mean- 
time removed to the Police lines at head- 
quarters. 

There seems to be no doubt that from the 
first Sirdar Singh fell under suspicion of 
having been concerned in the murder. 
Apart from what was sta ed in the chauki - 
dars report it appears to have become known 
that on the night before the murder two 


strangers had been putting up at Sirdar’s 
house in Bhadia. It was from this village 
that Suraj Bali had started early on the 
morning of the murder: he had been staying 
the night at the house of Musammat Janka 
who lives there. To get to Purwa he would 
have to travel along the road which leads 
north-west from Bhadia. The hamlet of 
Moti Khera is about a mile along this road, 
north of Bhadia, and is a little distance off 
the road, towards the east. It is a small place 
consisting of only two or three houses. 

The story of the two strangers staying at 
Sirdar’s house seems to have been com- 
municated to Kesho Singh as soon as he 
arrived and wheu Afzal Husain took over 
charge this matter necessarily became known 
to him. 

He took up the clue and made various 
inquiries, statements being made to him by 
Ballu Nai, a resident of Bhadia, by Badlu 
Chamar of that village, by Raghunandan a 
relative of Sirdar Singh and by Sirdar 
Singh himself. 

He took these witnesses (except the 
Chamar) into headquarters on the 23rd 
August with a view to having their state- 
ments recorded. Mr. Darling on the 25th 
August took down the statements of the 
nai and of Raghunandan, but for certain 
reasons explained in his evidence he did not 
consider it advisable to make any record of 
Sirdar’s statement. Sirdar was allowed to 
go but was again produced before Mr. 
Darling on the 3rd September, when his 
statement was taken down. Meantime accord- 
ing to Afzal Husain’s story he had heard from 
Sirdar Singh the names of two persons, 
Manna and Gunnu, Mangtas: it was from 
these he learnt the name of Ram Nath for 
whose arrest a warrant was issued on the 
26th August. Ram Nath was arrested in his 
own village, Naikaman, on the 27th August 
by the Sub-Inspector Ram Chandar. He 
was brought on that day to the Takia 
Railway Station and was taken thence by 
train to Unao where he arrived on the night 
of the 27th. On the following day, he was 
placod before Mr. Darling and made a 
long confessional statement implicating 
Kesho Singh, Jungar, Sirdar, Ram Ratan 
(or Ratnu) and himself. Following upon 
this statement the other accused were 
arrested, and other evidence was obtained 
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Certain identification proceedings were 
hejd in the Unao jail on the 1st and 
4th September and finally the case 
came into the Magistrate’s Court and was 
eventually committed to the Court of Session, 
in which the trial began on the 9th Novem- 
ber 1916. The proceedings in the lower 
Court lasted a considerable time, judgment 
not being delivered till the 19th December. 
Of the three assessors one was of opinion 
that all five accused were guilty of murder. 
He held that the story told by Ram Nath in 
his. confession which wa9 adhered to by him 
at the Sessions trial was true: that the 
murder had been committed by Ram Nath 
and Ratnu: that Kesho Singh instigated 
them to do the murder and that Jungar 
Singh and Sirdar both helped. 

The other two assessors took the contrary 
view: they did not believe that Ram Nath 
and Ratnu did the murder: they considered 
Ra;m Nath’s story to be false and that the 
whole case was false, manufactured in their 
opinion by Muhammadans because apparently 
the Inspector who held the inquiry was a 
Muhammadan and because the accused were 
always accompanied from the jail (to Court 
presumably) by Muhammadan constables. 

The learned Judge found that the charge 
had not been brought home to Ratnu but 
held that the other accused were guilty, Ram 
Nath of the substantive offence and Kesho 
Singh, Jungar and Sirdar of the offence of 
abetment of murder. As already mentioned 
Kesho Singh and Jungar Singh were sentenc- 
ed to death: Ram Nath and Sirdar Singh to 
transportation for life. 

Before we proceed to deal with the merits 
of the case, we have to dispose of two pleas 
which have been raised on behalf of the 
appellants, both of these pleas of law regard- 
ing the admissibility in evidence of the con- 
fession made by Ram Nath. It is common 
ground that the confessional statement 
made by Ram Nath is the backbone of the 
case against the other acoused: this is ad^ 
mitted by the learned Judge in his judg- 
ment. He found the other three accused 
guilty because he believed Ram Nath’s story, 
which he held to have been adequately and 
materially corroborated by independent evi- 
dence on the record. 

In order to understand the force of the 
first legal plea taken we must first of all 


refer to what took plaoe at the commence- 
ment of the proceedings in the Sessions 
Court. The five acoused were called upon 
to plead to the charge. Ram Nath pleaded 
guilty, the other four accused not guilty and 
the pleas were recorded. 

Notwithstanding his plea Ram Nath was 
not then and there oonvioted, the trial com- 
menced, Ram Nath being in the dock with 
the others. He was permitted to cross- 
examine the proseoution witnesses and he 
was, when the prosecution evidence had been 
closed, examined as an acoused person. And 
finally after the defence evidence had all 
been taken the assessors were oalled upon 
to pronounce their opinion as to his guilt or 
innocence. We have already mentioned that 
two out of the three assessors found Ram 
Nath not guilty as they were oonvinoed 
that the confession made by him was a false 
story : they did not believe that Ram Nath 
was concerned in the murder at all. 

In his judgment the learned Judge sets 
out various reasons for trying out the oase 
against Ram Nath instead of convicting him 
at once upon his plea of guilty. At present 
we only refer to this matter in order to 
show that it appears to have been the inten- 
tion of the learned Judge that Ram Nath 
should stand his trial jointly with his oo- 
aocused. As we have pointed out all the 
procedure of a trial was observed in the oase 
of Ram Nath. 

Under section 30 of the Indian Kvidenoe 
Act when more persons than one are being 
tried jointly for the same offence and a con- 
fession made by one of 9uoh persons affeoting 
himself and some other of such persons is 
proved, the Court may take into consideration 
such confession as against suoh other person 
as well as against the person who makes the 
confession. The explanation to the seotion 
shows that the expression "offence” here 
includes the abetment or attempt to commit 
the offence. To justify the use of 9uoh a con- 
fession, therefore, as evidence against persons 
other than the one who makes it, the*e must be 
a joint trial and the argument addressed 
to us has been that in the present instance, 
although it may be said that the form 
of a trial was gone through in the case 
of Ram Nath, there was in law no joint 
trial of Raiu Nath and the other four 

aooqsed, 
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In support of this contention reliance 
has been placed upon the provisions of 
sections 271 and 272 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. 

Sub-section (l) of section 271 provides 
that when the Sessions Court is ready 
to commence a trial, the aocused is to be 
brought before it and asked to plead to 
the charge, which must in the first instanoe 
he read out and explained to the prisoner. 

Sub-section (2) lays down that if after 
having the charge read and explained to 
him the aocused pleads guilty, he may' 
be oonvicted thereon. 

Section 272 goes on to provide that if 
the accused refuses to or does not plead, 
or if be claims to be tried, the Court 
shall proceed to choose jurors and assessors 
to try the case. 

According to the able argument put 
forward by the learned Counsel who appeared 
for Kesho Singh, the true construction of 
these sections is that a Court of Session 
can only proceed to the trial of an accused 
person in ciroumstances specified in section 
272, that is to say, when the accused 
either (1) refuses to plead, (2) does not 
plead, or (3) claims to be tried. We 
think this proposition of law might hold 
good if we had to deal with the pro- 
visions of section 272 only. But it is 
impossible to disregard the terms of the 
second sub-section of section 271, according 
to which a discretion is left to the Court 
in the fourth of the possible cases which 
can arise, namely, the case where the accused 
pleads guilty. The Court “may” convict 
on the plea of guilty but if it does not 
elect to do so, what course is it to pursue? 
What is the alternative to the passing of 
an order of conviction under this sub- 
section? It was suggested by Mr. Ross 
Alston that as an alternative the Court 
might pass an order of acquittal, the 
argument being that inspite of the plea 
of guilty there might be present circum- 
stances which would justify the conclusion 
that no offence had been committed. For 
example, it was said it might be made 
to appear that the case fell under one 
or ether of certain of the general exceptions 
set out in Chapter IV of the Indian 
Penal Code: in particular the instanoe 
was cited of a child under seyen years 


of age being sent up for trial, a oase 
which would come under section 82, Indian 
Penal Code. 

If it is possible to conceive of such a 
oase, we should imagine that the proper 
course for the Judge to follow would he 
to investigate the question of the child’s 
age and come to a judicial decision based 
upon legally receivable evidence and the 
only way in which such an investigation 
could be carried out would be by 
means of a trial. And so in other cases 
whioh might fall within the general ex- 
ceptions: it could only be by means of a 
trial that the existence of the circum- 
stances which constitute the exception could 
be established. 

We can see no possible way of avoiding 
the conclusion that where a Judge does 
not convict on a plea of guilty, the only 
other oourse open to him is to proceed to 
the trial of the accused. 

So far we have been considering only 
the language of the Code itself. Mr. 
Alston cited to us various rulings whioh 
touch the question raised by this legal 
plea. He referred to the following authori- 
ties: — Queen-Empress v. Pirbhu (l), Queen- 
Empress v. Pahuji (2), Emperor v. Dip Retrain 

(3), Queen- Empress v. Paltua (4), Emperor v. 
Kheoraj (5), Queen- Empress v, Lakshmayya 
Pandaram (6), Queen- Empress v. Chinna 
Pavuchi (7). 

It is admitted that there is a conflict of 
judicial opinion regarding this point of 
law and it is impossible to reconcile the 
various ‘dicta’ which have been delivered 
from time to time. In some of the oases 
referred to the facts were not altogether 
similar to the facts before us: in others they 
were, and it is not to be denied that there is 
much to be found in some of these judgments 
which favours Mr. Alston’s argument. He 

(1) 17 A. 524; A. W. N. (1895) 111; 8 Ind. Dec. 
(x. b ) 661. 

(2) 19 B. 195; 10 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 132. 

(3) 28 Ind. Cas. 663; 37 A. 247; 13 A. L. J. 337; 16 
Cr. L. J. 327. 

(4) 23 A. 53; A. W. N. (190J) 192. 

(5) 30 A. 540; A. W. N. (1908) 241; 5 A. L. -J. 505; 
4 M. L. T. 398; 8 Cr. L. J. 380. 

(6) 22 M. 491; 2 Weir 746; 8 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 

351. 

(7) 23 M. 151; 2 Weir 747; 8 Ind. Dec. (n. a.) 



740 


INDIAN OAStfS. 


[1917 


KESHO SINGH t>. EMPEROR. 

admitted that the two Madras rulings are 
against him. 

We have no authority of our own Court 
to guide us and in the circumstances we are 
at liberty to treat the matter as res Integra. 
We may say that having carefully considered 
the law itself and the various rulings which 
havo been quoted, we agree with what was said 
by the learned Judges in the case of Queen- Em- 
press v. Chinna Pavuchi (?). It seems to us 
impossible to hold that the trial of an accused 
person necessarily comes to an end as soon 
as he offers a plea of guilty. To arrive at 
that conclusion we should have to interpret 
section 271, sub-secti- n 2, as if it left no dis- 
cretion to the Court: we should have to read 
“must” or “shall” in place of ‘ may” and we 
agree with the learned Judges of the Madras 
Court when they say: - 

“Strictly speaking, a trial does not come 
to an end until the accused has been either 
convicted or acquitted or discharged.” 

VVe also agree generally with the observa- 
tions made by the learned Judges with 
regard to the proper procedure to be followed 
when a plea of guilty is entered by one of 
several oo accused. The accused should 
either be convicted on the plea of guilty and 
removed from the dock, in which case he 
could be called as a witness against the other 
accused, or the Judge should put it on record 
that he decides to put the accused on his 
trial in spite of his plea of guilty. He has 
the discretion 90 to decide under section 
271, sub-section 2, and that discretion ought 
to be exercised as soon as the plea is offered 
and recorded. He is bound to read and 
explain the charge to the accused, and he 
ought to satisfy himself by interrogation of 
the accused, if necessary, that he fully under- 
stands the responsibility which he assumes 
by making a plea of guilty. Having done so, 
the Judge is then in a position to exercise 
properly the discretion which the law allows 
and to put upon record the reasons which 
guide his discretion in either direction. The 
course which it is intended to pursue should 
not be left in doubt, as was done in the 
present instance. 

It is, we think a matter for regret that 
the C\ do of Criminal Pioet-duie has not laid 
down explicit provisions to meet cases of tin’s 
kind, for it might well have been expected to 
do so. All we oan say is that as the law now 


stands, we are Unable to say that it is “illegal” 
for the Court to proceed with the trial of A 
person who has pleaded guilty without pre-' 
viously placing Upon record its reasons 
for doing so! and consequently we cannot 
hold in the present case that there was not a 
legal joint trial of Ram Nath and the other 
four accused. 

We may observe here that Mr. Wallaoh 
who appeared for the Crown in the Court 
below has informed us that he put the matter 
directly before the Sessions Judge before the 
trial commenced and declared his intention to 
call Ram Nath as a prosecution witness in 
case the Court thought proper tp convict him 
on his plea of guilty. We majT infer, there- 
fore, from this and from the other circum- 
stances already mentioned that although 
the Judge did not expressly say so at the 
outset, he did intend that the trial should 
proceed and that he had reasons for not 
accepting and acting upon the plea of guilty. 

The next plea taken with respect to the 
statement of Ram Nath recorded by Mr. 
Darling on the 2Sth August is that it was 
not a voluntary statement and that as a con- 
fession it cannot, therefore, be used. Various 
arguments have been addressed to us in this 
connection. 

It is pointed out tin Mr. Darling, when 
recording the statement-, asked Ram Nath 
a great many questions and the suggestion 
is that statements made in answer tosuoh 
questions cannot be deemed voluntary. No 
doubt it is true that the law does not con- 
template or authorise inquisitorial procedure 
by a Magistrate who is called upon to record 
a confession under section 164 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure: but it oannot be 
argued that a Magistrate is forbidden to 
ask questions, for in the first place he must 
satisfy himself that the statement proposed 
to bo made is voluntary aud he oan ouly 
do so by addressing questions to the person 
who is to make the statement. In the next 
place we do not see why a Magistrate 
should not ask questions for the purpose of 
making clear and intelligible any particular 
passage of a statement made to him. The 
record of Ram Nath’s confession is to be 
found at pages 6 to lfi of the first volume 
of the printed record. We find that many 
questions were addressed to Ram Nath be- 
fore lie began to make his statement pro. 
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per. It was inter alia about the circum- 
stances of his arrest and as to the manner 
in which he had been brought to Unao. So 
far as these questions are concerned we 
cannot say that they were improper: Mr. 
Darling was evidently anxious to ascertain 
whether any pressure had been put upon 
Ram Nath or any inducement offered to 
him after the date of his arrest. It was 
not perhaps strictly in order to ask -him 
the question to be found at the bottom of 
page 7: “Did Manna and Gunnu know 
you before?’’, for up to that stage Ram 
Nath had not mentioned these men’s names. 
Similarly with respect to a question con- 
taining the name of a chaukidar named Puswa. 
With regard to a question on page 8: ‘ Did 
you previously know Sirdar Singh?” to 
which exception has been taken, we are 
unable to entertain the argument that it was 
put deliberately with the intention of elicit- 
ing a statement about Sirdar Singh which 
would not otherwise have been forthcoming 
though it probably had that result. Ram 
Nath had just mentioned Sirdar Singh for the 
first time and we think the question was legiti- 
mate. On the whole the record of the confes- 
sion does not bear out the theory that the 
statement was otherwise than spontaneous: 
it certainly cannot be argued that it was 
extracted by means of persistent questioning. 

While we are on the subject of Mr. 
Darling’s procedure in connection with the 
recording of statements made by the other 
accused before the trial, we may observe 
that it is open to adverse criticism. The 
record of Sirdar Singh’s statement (it is 
not a confession properly speaking) made 
by him on the 23rd September shows that 
a great many questions were put to him 
for the purpose of eliciting information 
regarding matters which had already come 
to Mr. Darling’s knowledge. And we must 
put it on record that Mr. Darling had no 
authority to take down the statements of 
Jungar Singh and Kesho Singh on the 29th 
and 30th of August respectively. It is quite 
obvious that in neither instance was the 
statement a voluntary statement. In both 
cases we have the Magistrate’s note that 
at the commencement of the proceedings 
he warned both these accused that they 
were being charged with murder and that 
their statements would be used as evidence 


against them. Both men were closely ques- 
tioned at great length, and in Jungar Singh’s 
case at any rate the nature of the pro- 
ceeding is apparent from Mr. Darling’s note 
appended to the record that he had obtained 
the statement of Jungar Singh with con- 
siderable difficulty as he was hedging nearly 
all the time and was very reluctant to give 
accurate dates and hours. His demeanour, 
it is added, was not satisfactory. It is not 
permissible for a Magistrate to question an 
accused person in this way, for the purpose 
of extracting statements to be afterwards 
used as evidence and the Sessions Judge 
was certainly wrong in allowing these state- 
ments of Kesho Singh and Jungar Singh 
to be put in as evidence. 

Another suggestion made is that this 
statement of Ram Nath was the result 
of a promise of pardon. As to this we 
have the evidence of the Inspector 
Afzal Husain who denies that he ever 
offered any promi.se of pardon to Ram 
Nath. Mr. Darling was not put the ques- 
tion directly. He admitted having discussed 
the question of a pardon with the Inspector 
and others, but he nowhere says that any 
promise or hint of a pardon was conveyed 
to Ram Nath and we may take it that no 
such inducement was held out by Mr. 
Darling. 

Ram Chandar, the Sub-Inspector, was not 
cross examined as to this, so we find that 
there is no evidence of inducement in this 
form. 

With reference to the treatment of Ram 
Nath in the jail subsequent to the making 
of the confession it is admitted both by 
Mr. Darling and the Medical Officer in charge 
of the jail that Ram Nath, who was detained 
in a solitary cell, wa3 allowed certain privileges 
in the shape of tobacco, oil, milk, mo- 
lasses and daily exercise. So far as this is 
concerned all we need say is that whether 
this indulgence was proper or discreet, it 
cannot in any way affect the decision of 
the question we are considering, namely, 
whether any inducement was held out to 
Ram Nath before he made his confession 
on the 29th August. We find that it is not 
proved that any such inducement was offered. 

We have only to notice an argument put 
forward by Mr. Jackson on behalf of the 
appellant Jungar Singh. He would have 
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us exclude the confession on the ground 
that Mr. Darling was a Police Officer at the 
time he took down the confession. 

Mr. Jackson refers to section 4 of the 
Police Act (V of 1861), which invests the 
District Magistrate with general control and 
direction of the administration of Police in 
his district. He also cited the rulings re- 
ported as Queen v. Hurribole Chunder Qhose 
(8), Queen- Empress v. Bhima (9) and Empress 
v. Lester (10), none of which seems to us to 
apply to the present case. It is true that 
Mr. Darling did interest himself deeply in 
the investigation of this offence, as indeed 
it was his duty to do. But that fact does 
not, in our opinion, constitute him a Police 
Officer, nor can he be held to be such an 
officer by reason of the language of section 
4 of the Police Act. We are satisfied, there- 
fore, that there was no legal obstaole in 
the way of using Ram Nath’s confession 
as evidence against his co-accused in the trial 
in the Court below. 


The important question which remains to 
be considered is the weight which ought to be 
attached to the confession. 

* * * # 

Having arrived at this stage we may 
express the opinion that so far as Ram 
Nath’s share in the crime is concerned, his 
own confession of guilt is sufficiently corrobo- 
rated to justify the conclusion that he at 
any rate was one of Suraj Bali’s murdorers: 
to that extent his statement is proved to 
be true. 

* * * * 

We have just mentioned that Ram Nath 
at the Sessions trial altered his statement 
so as to show that ho and Ratnu got to 
Sirdar’s house on this seond occasion ut 
11 P. if. and not at 2 a. m., and we 
must now say a word or two in this 
connection. It appears from a note on 
the record that on the 28th November 
1916 while the Session* trial was in progress, 
the learned Judge accompanied by the 
Assessors, Ram Nath and the Pleader who 
was appearing for Sirdar and Ratnu paid 

a visit to Bhadia and the scene of the crime 

He was shown ever the ground by R am Nath 


132. 


(8) 1C. 207; 25 W. R. Cr. 3(5; 1 Iml. Doc. 


(0) 17 B. 485; 9 Iml. Doc. (n. s.) 315 ! 
(10) 20 B. 165* 10 Im], Pec. (,\\ $.) 663 



who appears to have pointed out the various 
localities referred to in his confession, that 
is, places in the neighbourhood of Bhadia 
and Moti Khera. In the course of this 
peregrination it seems that Ram Nath made 
certain statements by way of comment on or 
illustration of his confession and the Judge 
made note of these. It was on this ocoasion 
that Ram Nath for the first time suggested 
that his second visit to Sirdar’s house was 
at 11 p. m . and not at 2 a. m. 

The learned Judge was clearly wrong in 
allowing Ram Nath to make these additional 
statements — statements which were given 
out behind the back of the other accused. 
The law does not recognise procedure of 
this kind. It is admitted by the Judge 
that these statements of Ram Nath produoed 
a great impression upon his mind and helped 
him in a measure to reach the conclusion 
that Ram Nath’s story was true. We need 
only say that the learned Judge ought not to 

have regarded these statements. 

* # # * 

We are left with the feeling that the 
prosecution evidence has not succeeded in 
convincing us that the case against Kesho 
and Jungar is devoid of reasonable doubt 
so as to justify our agreement with the 
finding of the Couit below that these two 
men inspired the murder of Suraj Bali. 

It is a case of not proven” and these 
two appellants must have the benefit of 
our doubts. 

* # # • 

We are of opinion that the charge of 
abetment against Sirdar Singh is not estab- 
lished. 

r l he result is that we allow these appeals, 
set aside the convictions and sentences of 
Kesho Singh, Jungar Singh and Sirdar 
Singh and acquitting them direct that 
they be released. 

Appeals allowed. 
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ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision No. 100 of 1917. 

April 12, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Walsh. 

KHUDA BAKSH and others— 

Petitioners 

versus 

EMPEROR— Opposite Party. 

Criminal Procedure Code ( Act V of 1898', s. 15 — 
Bench oj Honorary Magistrates — Trial by two out of 
three , legality of — Proceedings, part of , before three , but 
decision by two , effect of. 

A case was opened before a Bench of three duly 
appointed Honorary Magistrates, but one of them 
left at an early stage of the proceedings and took no 
further part in the proceedings. The other two 
Magistrates heard the whole of the case and one of 
them wrote the judgment but did not sign it, although 
he initialled certain corrections in the text. The 
third signed it: 

Held, (1) that in the absence of a special order in 
the case, or applicable to all cases of the class to 
which the case belonged, requiring as a matter of law 
three persons to hear and decide it, the hearing and 
decision by two Magistrates was in accordance with 
law; [p. 749, col. 2.] 

(21 that the mere fact that three or any other 
number of Magistrates happened to be present during 
any part of the hearing did not invalidate the trial 
of the caso by two Magistrates, [p. 749, col 2; p. 750, 
col. 1.] 

Criminal revision against the order of the 
District Magistrate, Bijnor, dated the 18th 
November 1916. 

‘PACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Mr. Jamini Mchnn Banerji , for the Peti- 
tioners. — The proceedings began before a 
Bench of three Magistrates, but one of them 
absented himself and the other two heard the 
case. The judgment is signed by only one of 
these two. However, it appears from the 
record that the judgment was written by the 
other gentleman and the corrections therein 
have been initialled by him. The judgment 
should have been signed by both the Magis- 
trates. But the other point which arises in this 
case is that the bearingof the case by the two 
only out of three Magistrates is illegal. The 
Bench constitutes one Magistrate and, there- 
fore, where it consists of two or more 
members, all of them must hear and 
adjudicate upon the cases that come before it. 
Two Magistrates where the Bench consists 
of three have no power to decide a case 
[King-Empeior v. Lndo (1)], and, therefore, 


when the trial began before the three Magis- 
trates constituting the Bench and one of them 
absented himself and only the remaining two 
heard and decided the case, the conviction 
is bad. Damri Thakur v, Blioicani Sahoo (2). 

Mr, R. Malcomson (Assistant Government 
Advocate), for the Crown. 

JUDGMENT. — In this case the Bench, as 
originally constituted when the case was 
opened, consisted of three gentlemen (Honor- 
ary Magistrates) who were duly appointed 
members of the Bench. One of them left 
at an early stage of the proceedings when 
he had heard only part of the case for the 
prosecution and took no further part in the 
proceedings. The other two gentlemen heard 
the whole of the case. Oi e of them wrote the 
judgment but did not sign it, although he 
initialled certain corrections in the text. The 
other one signed it. It is quite clear that 
both took part in the hearing of the case and 
the decision which was ultimately arrived 
at. It is, therefore, a case which has been 
heard and decided by two Honorary Magis- 
trates. The point originally taken before 
this Court in revision was that the judgment 
should have been signed by both the Magis- 
trates. But I have allowed arguments to 
proceed upon the other point, namely, that 
it should be presumed that the only Bench 
which could hear the case - was the Bench 
of three Magistrates and, therefore, the 
hearing and decision were illegal as 
having been arrived at by two only. All 
I have before me is section 15 of the Cri- 
minal Procedure Code, which enables the 
Local Government to appoint persons to be 
members of a Bench of two or more Magis- 
trates. Both the two gentlemen who took 
part in this case were legally appointed under 
that section, as appears by extracts from the 
Government Notification which has been 
supplied to this Court at my request by the 
District Magistrate. There is nothing before 
me to show that there was a special order 
in this case, or applicable to all cases of the 
class to which this case belongs, requiring 
as a matter of law three persons to hear and 
decide it. I hold that under these circum- 
stances a hearing and decision by two Magis- 
trates is in accordance with the law. The 
mere fact that three or any other number 

(2) 23 C. 194; 12 lnd. Dec. (n. s ) 129. 


(1) A. W. N. (1902) 148. 
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happened to be present during part of the 
hearing does not invalidate the trial of the 
case by two. The application is dismissed. 

A pplication dismissed . 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revisions Nos. 157 and 158 ok 1917. 

May 9, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 

TALEBAR CHOWDHRY— 
Accused - Petitioner 
versus 


EMPEROR- Opposite Party. 

Penal Code ( Act XL V of 18601, «. 426 — Mischief — 

Cutting of upc crop i)i full time — Offence — Criminal 
Procedure Code (Art V of 1898 A n. 424 — Judgment if 
Appellate Court , rules to be observed in writing . 

Where accused acting in good faith and under a 
bona Jidc belief that lie was entitled to the posses- 
sion of certain land delivered to him bv the Court 
in consequence of his purchase at an auction sale, 
cut away a ripe crop growing on the land in its 
full time ; 


Held, that ho was not guilty of t ho offence of 
mischief under section 420 of the Penal Code. [p. 

751, cob 1.] 

Section 424 of the Criminal Procedure Code requires 
that a judgment, whether it be under section 421 or 
under section 428, should bi* written by an Appellate 
Court in accordance with the rules laid down in 
Chapter X VI, including sect ion 807 of t he Code, for 
the recording of a judgment. | p. 751, col. 2.] 

When the order id' an Appellate Court is liable to 
revision by the High Court, the former 
Court should give some reason for disinissing.au 
uppeal to show that the points raised in the appeal 
were properly considered by it. [p. 751, col. 2.J 

Criminal revisions from the order of 
Deputy Commissioner, Hazaribagh. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dei/, for the Petitioner. 

JUDGMENT. 

I n Ck. R. No. 158 ok 1917. 


The petitioner in this case was convicted by 
the Sub-Divisional Magistrate of Giridih for 
an offence under section 128 of the Indian 
Penal Code. The charge is in respect of paddy 
crop said to have been cut and removed by 
the accused on the 17th of November 
1918. The accused was sentenced to 
rigorous imprisonment for two weeks and to 
pay a tine of Us. 50. lie appealed to 
the Deputy Commissioner of lJazaribagh 
who, by His order dated tho 27th of 
Eebruary 1917, summarily dismissed the 
appeal. The petitioner has, therefore, moved 
this Court for setting aside the order of 
the Deputy Commissioner as well us that of 
the Sub- Deputy Magistrate convicting him 
of the offenoe referred to above. 


It appears to me that the conviction cannot 

stand. 

Neither in the complaint petition nor on 
the statement made on solemn affirmation 
by the complainant has any offence under 
section 428 been disclosed. The statement 
made in the complaint petition is that on the 
day of occurrence the accused forcibly out and 
removed some paddy crops of the complainant 
from one plot of his land; and that when 
he remonstrated with him the accused 
was ready to quarrel. The reason given 
for this highhanded act of the accused is 
that the complainant had refused to serve 
the accused. 

The facts appear to be as follows: — 

There was a holding known a9 No. 3 
in the Khas Mahal jamabundi . That 

holding originally stood in the name 
of one Gulab Dusadh. It was subsequent- 
ly sub-divided among other co-sharers two 
of wdiom were Lalit Dusadh and Talebar 
Chnudhury— the latter is the accused in 
this case. Although the lands were split 
up, the rental or jama continued to be one 
in the records of the Khas Mahal, which 
is the proprietor of this holding. It is 
admitted by the Sub- Deputy Magistrate 
as w T ell as by the Khas Mahal Tahsildar, 
and peshkar who have been summoned as 
witnesses in the case, that the entire hold- 
ing w r as liable to be sold for arrears due 
from any of the co- sharers of the hold- 
ing. 

It appears, a3 lias been held by the first 
Court, that Lalit and Talebar fell into 
arrears of rent for the year 1914-15. An 
application was made by the Khas Mahal for 
issue of a certificate in respect of the 
arrears. A certificate was accordingly is- 
sued but the nrrear was not realized. The 
entire holding No. 3 was accordingly adver- 
tised for sale and tho accused, in the name 
of his wife, purchased the holding at the 
auction sale held in execution of the certi- 
ficate referred to above. This sale took 

place in November 1915 and a sale certi- 
ficate was obtained. Thereafter, ou the 
27th of June 1916, delivery of possession 
w f n9 effected by a peon of the Court. The 
peon in His evidence says that he actually 
put the purchaser into possession of the 
property by having in his presence 5 or 6 
plots of land ploughed up. The peoni 
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however, adds that he thought that only 
the lands of Lalit and Talebar, the 
judgment-debtors mentioned in the sale 
certificate, were being given possession of. 
Both in the sale certificate and in the 
dakhildehani , the holding has been described 
by its number which is No. 3 mentioned 
above. No boundary has been given in 
the sale certificate or in the dakhildehani . 
It appears, therefore, that the entire 
holding No. 3 was sold and purchased 
by the accused in the name of his wife and 
the effect of the delivery of possession would 
be to deliver the entire holding to the ac- 
cused. The complainant, who is a co-sharer 
in the holding, was not made party either 
in the sale certificate or in the other execu- 
tion proceedings relating to the delivery of 
possession, but it appears from the judgment 
of the first Court that these persons, after 
the delivery of .possession, filed an objection 
to the sale of their lands which was rejected. 
Thus it is clear that the complainant and 
the other co-sharers of the land knew per- 
fectly well of the sale of the land and 
of the delivery of possession of the same 
to the purchaser. Be that as it may, the 
conviction must be set aside upon the 
finding of the Court below. The Sub-Deputy 
Magistrate says in his judgment: It is 
clear to me from the evidence that he (the 
accused) did not sow the crops he cut, 
but, as is usual with sale purchasers, after 
getting formal delivery of possession of some 
of the lands, allowed the claimants to sow 
the crops, then, when it was ripe for 
harvest, boldly cut it, setting up in de- 
fence good faith. In this case, therefore, the 
only point for decision is whether Talebar 
Chaudhuri acted in good faith.” 

The first question for determination was 
whether the facts, eveu if true, amounted 
to an offence of mischief under section 425 
of the Indian Penal Code. 

According to the Magistrate the crops 
were cut when they were ripe and in full 
time. The cutting of the crops, therefore, 
did not cause any deterioration in the value 
of the property and unless there is a de- 
terioration caused by the act of the accused; 
there cannot be mischief within the meaning 
of the aforesaid section. 

In this connection I would rely upon the 


case of hi the matter of Miras Chowkidar (1). 
The facts of that case are very similar to 
those of the present case. The learned Judges 
in delivering judgment in that case said 
“Taking these facts as found it appears to us 
thaCtbe accused could not be convicted of mis- 
chief, because he did not cause the deterio- 
ration of any property or any such change in 
any property or in the situation thereof 
as diminished its value or utility. Of course 
if the paddy had been unripe and not fit to 
be cut, he might have been convicted of 
mischief; but it is not found in this case 
that the paddy was not in a tit state to be 
out.” 

The conviction of the accused must, there- 
fore, be set aside on this sole ground. But 
I further hold that the accused in this case 
acted in good faith and ander a bona fide 
belief that he was entitled to the possession 
of the land delivered to him by the Court 
in consequence of his purchase at the auction 
sale. 

The learned Deputy Commissioner on the 
27th January 19)7 dismissed the appeal of 
the petitioner in the following words: — 
“Pleader heard. Appeal summarily dis- 
missed.” No reason has been given by him 
for dismissing the appeal. This is contrary 
to section 424 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, which requires that a judgment, 
whether it be under section 421 or under 
section 423, should be written by the 
Appellate Court in accordance with the rules 
laid down in Chapter XVI, including section 
367 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, for 
the recording of a judgment. When the 
order of the Appellate Court is liable to 
revision by the High Court, it is expected 
that the Court would give some reason for 
dismissing the appeal to show that the 
points raised in the appeal were properly con- 
sidered by the Court. 

The application is, therefore, allowed, the 
conviction and sentence are set aside and 
the fine, if realised, must be refunded to the 
accused. 

In Cr. R. No. 157 of 1917. 

This case is in all respects similar to 
Criminal Revision No. 158 of 1917, which 
has ju9t now been disposed cf. 

The Magistrate who tried the case has 

(1) 7 C. W. N. 713. 
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referred in his judgment to the reasons given 

in the judgment of the case from which 
Criminal Revision No. 158 of 1917 arises. 

In addition to what I have said in my 
judgment in that case, 1 would mention that 
the Magistrate had framed a charge under 
section 379 of the Indian Penal Code in 
this case but he oonvicted the accused 
under section 426 of the Indian Penal 
Code, without giving any reason for altering 
in his judgment the charge that was originally 
framed by him. 

The application is, therefore, allowed, the 
conviction and sentence are set aside and 
the fine, if realised, must be refunded to the 

accused. 

Convictions set aside. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Criminal Revision Cases Nos. 206 and 283 

of 1916. 

Criminal Revision Petitions Nos. 171 

and 235 ok 1916. 

September 7, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar. 

In Cr. R. C. No. 2G6 of 1916 

In re VEERAPPA NAICK and others— 

Accosed— Petitioners. 

In Cr. R. C. No. 283 of 1916 

In re AIYAPPA NAICK anpotheks— 

a coosed — Petitioners. 

Criminal Procedure ('ode {Act I of 1808), s. 424 

Appeal, criminal — Judgment , content a of — Possession, 

determination o/fui'tuin of— Court, duty <»/. 

The judgment of a Court of Criminal Appeal 
must show on its faro that the Court lias considered 
the facts and evidence in reasonable detail. 

A person in possession of land has a right to 
protect his possession by show and use of reasonable 
force against trespassers and wrongdoers. 

Samba I'illai, In re, 35 lml. Cns. 823; (1916) 2 M. 
W. N. 213; 17 Cr L. ,1. 391; 4 L. \Y. 125, followed. 

When* the Jacfnm of possession is the determining 
element in a east*, a Magistrate must find whiehof the 
parties was in peaceable possession on the date of 
the offenceand was trying to protect such possession, 
and which party was trying to acquire possession by 
use of force. 

Petitions, under sections 435 and 439 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1S98, 
praying the High Court to revise the 
judgments of the Court of the Sub- 


Divisional first class Magistrate, Sivakasi, 
in Criminal Appeals Nos. 8 and 9 of 1916, 
preferred against the judgments of the Court 
of the second class Magistrate, Sattur, in 
Calendar Cases Nos. 475 and 476 of 1915. 

Mr. T. Ranga Ramanuja Chariar , for the 
Petitioners in Criminal Revision Case No. 
206 of 1916. 

Dr. S. Swaminadhan , for the Petitioners in 
Criminal Revision Case No. 283 of 1916. 

The Public Prosecutor, forthe Government. 

ORDER. — The Ajfpellate Magistrate’s 
judgment is even more unsatisfactory than 
that of the second class Magistrate The 
seeond class Magistrate says that he is 
unable to decide who was in possession on 
the date of the offence of the land and the 
manure heap and yet convicts the acoused 
because (in hisopinion), granting that accused 
No. 1 was in possession of the land and the 
manure belonged to him”, he had no right to 
protect his possession by show and use of 
reasonable force against trespassers and 
wrongdoers. This is opposed to the 
ruling in In re Samba Pillai (1), with which 
I respectfully agree. The Appellate Magis- 
trate does not go into the evidence at all. 

I set aside the Appellate Magistrate’s 
deoision in Criminal Appeals Nos. 8 and 
9 of 1916 and direct him to re-hear the 
appeals and pronounce a proper judgment, 
which should show on its face that he has 
considered the facts and the evidence in 
reasonable detail. He should also come to 
a definite finding as to which of the two' 
contending parties was in peaceable posses- 
sion on the date of the offence and was 
trying to protect such possession and 
which party was trying to acquire posses- 
sion by use of force. 

Petition allowed ; Case sent back . 

v. r. r. 

(1) 35 lml. Cas. 823; (1916) 2 M. W. N. 213; 17 
Cr L. J. 391; 4 L. W. 125. • * 


Vol. XL] INDIAN 

ALI ASGHAR V . COLLECTOR OF BULANDSHABR. 

ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Letters Patent Appeal No. 52 of 1916. 

March 21, 1917. 

Present: — Justice Sir P. C. Banerji, Kt., 
and Mr. Justice Piggott. 

Saiyad ALI ASGHAR — Plaintiff — 

Appellant 

versus 

The COLLECTOR of BULANDSHAHR 

in charge of the Estate of Musammat 
SCGHRA BEGAM and others — 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Muhaminadan Law — Custom, whether can be proved 
in derogation of Muhammadan Law — Custom — Succes. 
a ion -—Daughters, exchisioti of — Palwal, Gurgaon District. 

Lvidence is admissible to prove a custom although 
it is at variance with Muhammadan Law. [p. 756. 
col. 2; p 76?, col. 2.] 

One A., originally a resident of the town of Palwal 

w - 'I ^T 2 ? 011 district, obtained the village of 
Wair Badshahpur in the District of Bulandshahr from 
the Government for services rendered during the 
lutmy of 1657. A. died in 1876 leaving him surviving 
two widows, a minor son and two daughters. The 
estate being crippled with the debts contracted by A , 
the two widows applied to the Government to take 
over the estate in the Bulandshahr District under 
the management of the Court of Wards. The Court 
of Wards took over the village under its manage- 
ment and it was assumed that it belonged to the 

Ton?"?’ . minor son an(1 the two daughters. In 

1897 the minor attained majority and one half of the 

property was released to him, the other half remaining 
under the management of the Court of Wards on 
behalf of the daughters. The son sued for posses- 
sion of the other half on the ground that according 
to the personal law and the custom prevailing in 
Palwal in the District of Gurgaon the daughters 
and their issue did not in any case get a share in 
the paternal estate in the presence of the son: 

Held, that the plaintiff had failed to prove an 
ancient invariable custom prevailing in his family in 
derogation of Muhammadan Law whereby a daughter 
was excluded from inheritance, [p. 759, col. 2; p. 
767, col. 1.] 1 

Appeal against the judgment of Mr. 
Justice Rafique, dated the 13th April 1916, 
under section 10 of the Letters Patent, in 
First Appeal No, 93 of 1914. 

i ACTS appear fully from the judgment of 
Piggott, J. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Sundar Lai (with him 
Pandit Baldeva Rama), for the Plaintiff-Ap- 
pellant. — The parties are governed by custom. 

[.Piggott, J. — Inheritance is a matter 
of religion and not of custom.] 

In the Punjab there lias been very 
extensive inquiry and it has been found that 
the custom prevails. In rural towns 
throughout the Punjab the Hindus ani the 
Muhammadans neither follow Hindu nor 
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Muhammadan Law. A widow under tho 
Muhammadan Law gets a full estate while 
in the Punjab a widow gets only a life-estate. 
Similarly daughters are excluded by sons. 

In 1848 when tjhe Punjab was taken over 
by the British Government some British 
Officers were appointed as members cf the 
Punjab Commission. They found out that 
the people in the Punjab were governed by 
special custom. 

[Banerji, J. — You have to satisfy us that 
you can prove custom in derogation of 
Muhammadan Law.] 

In Noor Jehan Begum v. Nawab Mahomed 
Ah (l) it was held that the custom could be 
proved, but this view was changed in Surmust 
Khan w.Kadir Dad Khan (2) and this view was 
followed in Jammya v. Diwan (3) and Ismail 
Khan v, Imtiaz-un-nisa (4L In the last 
mentioned case an appeal was preferred to 
the Privy Council and their Lordships set 
aside the decision and remanded the case for 
taking of evidence. Muhammad Ismail Khan 
v. Sheomukh Rai ( Imtiaz-un-m'ssa) (5). 

There is another case of the Privy 
Council from Mombassa, Abdurahim Haji 
v. Halimabai (6). It is optional to Mu- 
hammadans to be governed by Muhammadan 
Law or adopt the custom of their domicile. 
Unless this is done they must be considered 
to have taken thV custom of their original 
domicile with them. 

My argument is that this family of 
Syeds was governed by a certain custom and 
they have not changed that custom. They 
lived in the Punjab and they still live there. 

In fact there is no change. If the suit 
had been brought in the Punjab, the 
Punjab Courts would have held that 
the whole property was governed 
by Customary Law. As the suit has been 
brought here this question arises. They are 
governed by custom. The question is of 
their own special Customary Law. In 
England the law of inheritance is a territorial 
law. On the continent they say that the 

(1) (1864) S. D. A. Rep. N. W. P. 416 A. 

(2) (1866) Agra F. B. Ruling 38. 

(3) 23 A. 20; A. W. N. (1900) 181. 

(4) 4 A. L. J. 792: A. W. N. (1908) 7. 

(5) 18 Ind. Cas.57l; 17 C. W. N. 97; 15 Bom. L. R. 

76; 17 C. L. J. 143; 12 M. L T. 6 14; (1913) M. W. N. 27. 

(6) 32 Ind. Cas. 413; 30 M. L. J. 227; 20 20 C. W 
N. 362; (1916) 1 M. W. N. 176; 18 Born. L. R. 615; 43 
I. A. 35. 
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law of inheritance is a personal law. In 
India the law is a personal law. A man who 
is governed by the Benares School migrating 
to Bengal and acquiring property, there is 
still governed by the law of his original 
domicile. In Bombay people of all places 
are found and they are governed by their 
own law. In this case succession to the 
entire property was governed by tribal 
custom. It is only a matter of accident 
that a part of the property is in this Pro- 
vince. The question before the Chief Justice 
and Rafique, J., was whether custom was 
proved or not. Rafique, J., said that custom 
could not run to this Province. I submit 
that the succession in their own native place 
is governed by tribal law and daughters have 
no right. 

[Banerjj, J. — Rafique, J., says that the 

custom is not proved]. 

1 shall show that the cuotom is proved 
to the hilt. 

[Banerji, J. — You do not deny that the 
burden is heavy on you?] 

I do not deny that, but I shall show that the 
custom has been admitted by the defendant 
though in qualified terms. The Hindus and 
the Muhammadans are governed by their 
tribal customs. Some incidents differ. The 
tribes in the Punjab are divided into two 
classes viz., (1) exogamous and (2) endoga- 
mous, i.e.y those who marry, in their own gotra 
and those who marry outside it. The custom 
of succession of daughters is not proved. 
They do not want a member of another tribe 
to come in. 

[Banerji, J. — Custom must be proved to be 
an invariable custom.] 

In the Punjab the Settlement Officers dis- 
covered that the people were not governed 
by Hindu and Muhammadan Law but by 
custom. The rural population is governed 
throughout by Customary Law in matters 
of succession. An inquiry was made ns to 
custom. 

LPiggott, J. — Whatever custom may have 
been in the Punjab it did not prevail in the 
village in question. It was after mutiny that 
this part was ta^ken in the Punjab.] 

Dr. Sundar Lai then stated the prcceduro 
adopted in the Punjab for ascertaining 
oustom. 

In the case of these Syeds there is a clear 
indication that daughters do not inherit 
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in preference to widows and sons. They 
accepted the law of the people among whom 
they settled. The tribal law should have 
the first place in the Punjab and if no 
oustom is found, then and then only Hindu 
or Muhammadan Law is to be followed. 

[Banerji, J. — Muhammadan Law is to be 
applied unless modified by custom.] 

Dr. Sundar Lai then distinguished between 
wajib ul-arz and riwaj-i-am and contended 
that riwaj-i-am was constantly regarded as 
some evidence of custom. 

Mr. Ryves, for the Respondent. — I admit 

this. 

Dr. Sundar Lai , after arguing on facts, 
contended that in proving oustom hearsay 
evidence is admissible in evidence. 

There are numerous cases among Syeds of 
daughters excluding collaterals. He re- 
ferred to Nabi Bakhsh v. Musammat Zebu (7), 
Musammat Gulab Khatcin v. Mian Muhammad 

(8), Musammat Enina v. Sajawal Khan (9), 
Kutbuddin Khan v. Musammat Amir Begam 
(10), Muzaffar Ali v. Zainab (11), Ellis’s Note 
Book page 240, Akbar Ali v. Allah Di (12), 
Zahid Hussain v. Karam Ali (13). 

After arguing on facts of the case he con- 
tended that among Syeds in several districts 
riwaj-i-am has been considered as good and 
binding, 

Musammat Ghulam Zuhra v. Rukn Abdulla 
Shah (14) Ghulam Kadir v. Musammat Sahib 
un-nissa (15), Musammat Bano Begam V, 
Syad Ahmad Ali (16), Gosia Begam v. TJmed 
Ali (17), Ranjha v. Jindwaddi (18) and 
Muzaffar Ali v. Zainab (11). 

There are some more cases in the Punjab 
Law Reporter. 

These Syeds of Palwal are governed by the 
customary rule of succession. The family 

is a family of old biswadars. 

(7) 86 P. R. 1900. 

(8) 6 P. R. 1896. 

(9) 37 P. R. 1898. 

(10) 36 P. R. 1889. 

(11) 7 Ind. Cas. 348; 58 P. R. 1910; 81 P. W. R. 
1910; 107 P. L. R. 1910. 

(IB) 22 Ind. Cat. 2; 9S P. R. 1913; 132 P. L. R. 1914. 

(13) S Ind. Cas. 667; IS P. L. R. 1911. 

(14) 18 P. R. 1889. 

(15) 44 P. It. 1889. 

(16) 32 P. R. 1892. 

(17) 23 Ind. Cas. 541; 21 P. R. 1914; 137 P. L. R. 
1914. 

(16) 24 Ind. Cas. 942; 104 P. R. 1914; 221 P. L. R, 
1914; 122 P. W. R. 1914. 
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The rule laid down in the riwaj-i-am is the 
rule generally followed. 

[Ban erji, J. — Riwaj-i-am is merely an 
opinion of the officer concerned or the officer 
who has taken evidence on the point.] 

He was trying to find out the custom. He 

found that by unanimous consent this was 

% 

the custom and he recorded it. 

[Banerji, J. — Shall we be justified in 
putting on the riwaj-i-am the reliance that 
you are asking? Is it evidence of so great 
a value?] 

The Punjab Courts have done so. In 
case of Hindus daughters were entirely 
excluded. In case of Muhammadans if there 
were no sons widows and daughters came 
in. 

There is no case exactly in point, the 
reason being that the cases have been between 
collaterals and sons. 

[Banerji, J. — You may say that the ques- 
tion was not gone into Court as nobody 
questions it.] 

[Piggott, J., referred to the Koran, Chapter 
IV, Sale’s Translation.] 

Dr. Sundar Lai referred to Palmer’s Trans- 
lation of the Koran, Chapter IV. 

He then referred to Customary Law of 
several districts, viz. : — 


Ambala 

> • # P* 

18 

Gurdaspur ... 

• • • P. 

88 

Shahpur 

• •• p. 

48 

Muzaffargarh 

• • • P* 

34 

Peshawar 

• • • P» 

16 


In the Punjab they will take as axioma- 
tic that sons exclude daughters. There is 
not a single case in which it is departed from. 
In our Province up to 1864 custom could 
be proved. Prom 1866 to (1907) 4 A. 
L. J. R., no custom in contravention 
of Muhammadan Law could be proved. 
The Privy Council held that this is a matter 
which the plaintiff is entitled to prove. 
The question is whether the practice prior 
to 1866 has been restored by the Privy 
Council. If the rule has been restored the 
whole question is whether a custom can be 
proved as in the Punjab. Riwaj i-am is re- 
garded as a document of very great import- 
ance by the Courts throughout the Punjab. 

Mr. Ryves , for the Respondent. — Asghar Ali 
had no property in Palwal when the property 
in Bulandshahr was acquired. Could it be 
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put forward that the rule prevailing in 
Palwal applied here? The practice has grown 
up in recent times that among certain 
Muhammadans daughters are excluded. Is 
that practice a custom having the force of 
law in these provinces so as to overrule the 
Muhammadan Law? 

He referred to (1) The Punjab Census 
Report (1911) Part I, page 176, (2) Ratti- 
gan’s Digest of the Customary Law (8th 
Edition) page 2, (3) Raj Kaur v. Talok Singh 

(19). . . 

It was not till 1875 that people in Gujarat 
began to set up custom. 

He then referred to Muhammad ffayat 
Kh'in v. Sandhe Khan (20), Jamiat-ul-nisa v. 
Hashmat ■ ul • nisa (21), Maqsud-ul-nisa y. 
Kaniz Zohra (22), Gohra v. Hari Ram 

(23) . 

I adopt the judgment of Rafique, J., as 
part of my argument. 

He then referred to Maya v. Gurdit Singh 

(24) , Muzaffar Ali v. Zainab (11), Baij Nath 
v. Gulab Din (25), Elahi Bakhsh v. Khewni 
(26), Devi Singh v. Premi (27), Nathu y. 
Rahman (28), Moti Ram v. Sant Ram (29), 
Ayaz-ud-Din v. Mahjuzunnisa (30), Lelu y. 
Ram Chand (31). 

According to these rulings the property 
must be ancestral and the parties must be 
pure agriculturists so that custom may 
apply. 

He submitted that he was not going to 
argue the point whether evidence could be 


(19) 33 Ind. Cas. 992; 38 P. R. 1916; 99 P. \T. R. 
1916. 

(20) 55 P. R. 1903; 105 P. W. R. 1908. 

(21) 4 Ind. Cas. 638; 124 P. R. 1908; 3 P. L. R. 1909. 

(22) 135 P. R. 190S. 

(23) 115 P. R* 1907. 

(24) 4 Ind. Cas. 947; 1 P. R. 1910; 128 P. W. R. 
1909; 145 P. L. R. 1909. 

(25) 8 Ind. Cas. 315; 90 P. R. 1910; 191 P. L. R. 
1910, 

(26) 116 P. R. 1906; 93 P. L. R. 1907. 

(27) 9 Ind. Cas. 683; 11 P. R. 1911; 83 P. L. R. 1911: 
57 P. W. R. 1911. 

(28) 11 Ind. Cas. 11; 44 P. R. 1911; 85 P. W. R 
1911; 198 P. L. R. 1911. 

(29) 103 P. R. 1902. 

(30) 27 Ind. Cas. 542; 3 P. W. R. 1915; 32 P L. 
1915; 53 P. R. 1915. 

(31) 31 Ind. Cas. 294; 174 P. W, R. 1915; 23 P. R, 
1916. 
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given to prove a custom at variance with 
Muhammadan Law. The case has been 
argued on the assumption that the law on 
that point has been set at rest by the Privy 
Council. 

Dr. Sundar Lai was called upon to reply. 

JUDGMENT. 

Dan ER .1 f, J. — The suit which has given rise 
to this appeal was brought by the appel- 
lant for possession of a half share of the 
village Wair Badshahpur in the District of 
Bulandshahr, which had been granted to his 
father Asghar Ali by the British Govern- 
ment for services rendered during the Mutiny 
of 1857. Asghar Ali was originally a resi- 
dent of the town of Palwal in the Gurgaon 
District, now appertaining to the Punjab. 
He held various appointments and finally 
became Tahsildar of Azaragarh, where I o 
rendered the good service for which 1 o 
obtained the village of Wair Badshahpur. 
He died in 1876 leaving him surviving two 
widows, Moti Begam and Sakina Bagam, 
a son, Ali Asghar, the present plaintiff, and 
two daughters. Sughra Bagam and Saera 
Begam. The children were the issue of his 
marriage with Moti Begam. At the time of 
his death the son Ali Asghar was very 
young. Saera Begam is dead and her heirs 
are defendants to the suit, so also is 
Sughra Begam. In 1852 the widows applied 
to the Government to take over the estate 
in the Bulandshahr District under the 
management of the Court of Wards. An 
inquiry was held and it was reported 
that the property belonged to the two 
widows, the son and the daughters of 
Asghar Ali, they being his heirs under the 
Muhammadan Law. The Government declar- 
ed the two widows and Sughra Begam, 
who were adults, to be disqualified proprietors 
and the Board ot Revenue ordered that the 
Court of Wards should assume charge of 
the estate as the property of all the heirs 
of Asghar Ali (see page 78R). 

In 1 S97 Ali Asghar attained majority, 
but it was not until 1 D i 0 that one half of 
the proper! y was released in his favour. 
The remaining half is still under the manage- 
ment of the Court of Wards on behalf of 
Sughra Begam and the heirs of Saera 
Begam. Fortin's reason the Court of Wards 
has been made a defendant to the suit. The 
widows of Asghar Ali being dead, one half of 
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the property devolved under the Muhamma- 
dan Law on Ali Asghar, the son, and the 
other half on his sisters or their heirs. It 
is this half share which is claimed by the 
plaintiff in this suit and his claim is found- 
ed on the allegation, as contained in the 7th 
paragraph of the plaint, that ‘ according to 
the personal law and the custom prevailing 
in Palwal, the residence of the plaintiff and 
his ancestors, and in the District of Gurgaon... 
and the entire Province of the Punjab, the 
daughters and their issue do not in any 
case get a share in the paternal estate in the 
presence of the son.’* 

A contention was raised that the alleged 
custom being contrary to Muhammadan Law 
which governs inheritance among Muham- 
madans, no evidence could be given to prove 
it. This contention is supported by the 
decision i f a Full Bench of this Court in 
tiurmu.t Khan v. Kadir l)ad Khan (2), which 
was followed in Jammya v. Ditcan (o) and 
Ismail Khan y.Imtiaz un-nisa (4). In thecase 
last mentioned an appeal was preferred to the 
Privy Council and their Lordships set aside 
the decision of this Court and remanded the 
case with directions to take evidence in proof 
of the alleged custom. The judgment of their 
Lordships is reported as Muhammad Ismail 
Khany. Sheomukh Rai (Imiioz-un-nissa) (5). 
We must, therefore, take it that in the opinion 
of their Lordships evidence is admissible 
to prove the alleged custom, although it 
i3 at variance with Muhammadan Law. The 
Trial Court accordingly took evidence, but it 
came to the conclusion that the custom set 
up by the plaintiff >vas not proved aud 
dismissed the suit. Upon appeal to this 
Court the learned Judges who heard the 
appeal differed in opinion on the question 
of custom, the learned Chief Justice 
holding that the custom was proved 
whilst the view of Mr. Justice Ratique 
was in accordance with that of the lower 
( ourt. Hence this appeal under the Letters 
Patent. 1 need hardly observe that the 
custom alleged by the plaintiff being con- 
trary to the Muhammadan Law of inheritance, 
it lay heavily upon the plaintiff to prove 
it by very cogent evidence. He must 
show not only that the custom exists but 
also that it is ancient, certain and invari- 
able. The plaintiff does not assert that the 
custom prevails in the District of Buland- 
shahr, where the property in dispute is 
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situate but he alleges that it obtains in 
the whole of the Punjab, in the District of 
Gurgaonand in the town of Palwal and that 
it is the personal law of his family 
whereby inheritance to his family property 
is governed. It must be remembered 
that the District of Gurgaon was a part 
of the North-Western Provinces, now called 
the Province of Agra, and was not annexed 
to the Punjab until the year 1858. In 
order, therefore, to establish the antiquity 
of the alleged custom it was necessary for 
the plaintiff to prove that it prevailed in 
Gurgaon before its inclusion in the Punjab, 
This, in my opinion, he has entirely failed to do. 
Of the numerous instances mentioned by the 
plaintiff’s witnesses only a very few, not 
more than eight at the most, relate to the 
period when Gurgaon was a part of these 
Provinces and as regards even these in- 
stances the statements of the witnesses are 
vague and it has not been alleged that 
daughters had claimed their legal share and 
were excluded from it. No documentary 
evidence has been produced on the point 
and it seems that none exists. The wajib - 
ul-arz of Palwal prepared at the 8'ettlement 
of 1854 appears to be extant, as the defend- 
ants have filed an extract from it, showing 
the names of co sharers in that town ( R 99). 
Had any custom such as that alleged by the 
plaintiff prevailed at Palwal it would have been 
recorded in the wajib-ul-arz and the plaintiff 
would undoubtedly have produced a copy of 
the record. The non-production of the wajib- 
ul-arz is, in my opinion, a very significant 
circumstance. I also find that in years sub- 
sequent to the annexation of Gurgaon, 
daughters succeeded to their father’s pro- 
perty and transferred it by sale or mortgage. 
A number of documents have been produced 
and proved from which it appears: — 

(1) That on 1st January 1864 and 4th July 
1864, the widows and sister of one Azimullah 
of Palwal sold property to a resident of the 
same place as their ancestral property (see 

R 41 and R 44) ; 

(2) that on December 26th, 1S65, the son 
and the daughter of Wazir Ali of Palwal 
executed a sale deed of property inherited 
by them from their father (R 43); 

(3) that in a sale-deed, dated 16th 
December 1867, it was .Gated that the son 


and daughters of Inayat Ali of Palwal were in 
possession of his property as heirs (R 48); 

(4) that in 1868 three sale-deeds were 
executed on 23rd and 25th July and 13th 
December, respectively, the first by the 
daughter and the widow of Bakhsh Ullah, 
the second by the daughter of Ismat Ullah, 
Nur Mohammad and Pirbakhsh and the 
third by the daughter of Ghulam Ghaus, all 
of Palwal, in respect of their ancestral” 
shares in that town (R 50, R 53 and 
R 55); and 

(5) that on 27th February 1869, the 
widow and daughter of Ghulara Ghaus of 
Palwal executed a mortgage (R 69). 

The fact that daughters transferred pro- 
perty and described it as ancestral clearly 
shows that they inherited property and 
remained in possession thereof and were not 
excluded from inheritance. There is nothing 
to justify the assumption that they had 
acquired the property otherwise than by 
inheritance. It is said that the transferees, 
in order to secure themselves against any 
possible claim by the daughters, got them to 
join their male relatives in executing the 
documents, but this would have been unneces- 
sary had an invariable custom of exclusion 
prevailed. The very fact of the purchasers 
being apprehensive of a claim by the 
daughters negatives the existence of a well 
established custom which was certain and 
invariable. The vendors and the purchasers 
were both residents of Palwal and the latter 
would have been well aware of the custom 
had any prevailed. Furthermore, the execu- 
tants of most of the documents mentioned 
above were ladies only and there is, therefore, 
no room for the suggestion made on behalf 
of the plaintiff. 

It appears that in 1876 a daughter — 
belonging to Palwal — claimed her share 
under the Muhammadan Law, in respect 
of property in that town, against her brother 
and transferees from him and obtained a 
decreeon3lst May 1876 (R 70). The suit 
was contested by the brother but neither he 
nor his transferee set up the custom now 
put forward and alleged that a daughter was 
by custom excluded from inheritance. This 
also is, in my opinion, a strong circumstance 
against the existence of an invariable custom 
of exclusion of daughters. 

The chief reliance of the phintiff is on 
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the document called the riwaj-i-am which 
records customs ascertained by the Settle* 
ment Officer as existing in particular locali- 
ties. In the riwaj-i-am of Palwal and of 
the District of Gurgaon (A 225 and 227) 
it is stated that the right of inheritance 
does not devolve on a daughter in any case.” 
The custom prevailing among 18 castes is 
mentioned and it is recorded that “in the oaste 
of Saiyids and Sheikhs the right of inherit- 
ance devolves on the widow, son, grandson, 
and great*grandson in preference to a 
daughter.” The Settlement of the Gurgaon 
District was begun in 1865 and the riwaj - 
i-cnn was prepared in 1877. The mode in 
which an enquiry as to existing oustom was 
made and the riwaj-i-am was prepared is 
narrated in Tapper’s Punjab Customary 
Law and in the Settlement Report of the 
Gurgaon Distriot. [t appears that numbers 
of headmen were assembled and questioned 
and the result of the enquiry so made was 
recorded. It is more probable, so far as the 
Grurgaon Distriot was concerned, that the 
oustom recorded was the custom which the 
residents desired to adopt in common with 
the agriculturists of other neighbouring 
districts in the Punjab, where the oustom 
was of great antiquity, than that it was a 
custom which had previously obtained in 
that district. As observed by Sir William 
Rattigan in his well-known work, The Digest 
of Civil Law for the Punjab, the evidential 
value of the riwaj i-am “varies considerably 
as to what that unwritten law is ” He says 
that... when based on authenticated prece- 
dents the value of such records is great. But 
where the Settlement Officer, charged with 
the preparation of such records, has shaped 
public opinion on most questions in the direc- 
tion in which he himself and others of longer 
experience thought equitable, as Mr. Thor- 
burn candidly acknowledges lie did in the 
Bannu District, the value of entries purport- 
ing to expound local customs is obviously 
reduced to zero. And it must, I fear, be added, 
that m the Settlement Records of other 
districts also, although we may not have a 
similar candid avowal with respect to them on 
the part of the Settlement Officer, such as 
Mr. rhorbtirn supplies, identical influences 
would nevertheless explain many of the most 
dogmatic statements of alleged customs which 
occur in them, for whioh no precedents are 
oited and for which probably none would be 
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found to exist” (page 2). In a foot note on 
page 13 he remarks that the riwaj-i-am not 
being a part of the Settlement Record, its 
authority is just that due to the precedents on 
which it rests, whioh should be examined and 
tested.” And in support of this opinion he has 
cited a number of rulings of the Punjab 
Chief Court. It does not appear what the 
precedents are on the authority of which the 
nivaj-i-am of Gurgaon was prepared. It is, 
therefore, difficult to place on that document 
the value which is claimed for it. Moreover, 
it is stated in the document itself that “there 

are many instances in which on the 

death of a father, the property devolves on 
his daughter,” but it is said “that this does 
not appear to be by right of inheritance”. 

The reason assigned appears to be merely 
a surmise but the fact remains that according 
to the particular riwaj-i-am on which the 
plaintiff relies the property of an owner has 
in many instances devolved on his daughter 
thus negativing the existence of an invari- 
able custom. I notice that in certain recent 
decisions the Punjab Chief Court ha9 
held that the riwaj-i-am by itself is not 
sufficient to prove a oustom and raises 
no presumption as to its existence. The 
value of each riwaj-i-am depends on its 
own circumstances. 

It is conceded on behalf of the plaintiff 
that the riwaj-i-am records customs by 
which agricultural tribes and agriculturists 
are governed. It has been held by the 
Punjab Chief Court that by an agricul- 
tural tribe is meant a tribe whose 
principal mean9 of livelihood i9 
agriculture [see Muhammad Hay at Khan 
v. Sandhe Khan (20)] and that a non-agri- 
oultural tribe is not governed by the 
oustom recorded in the riwaj-i-am [ Qohra 
v. liari Earn (23)]. We have, therefore, 
to see whether, Asghar Ali was an agricul- 
turist or biswadar. The evidence clearly shows 
that he was not originally a co-sharer ( bistca • 
dar) in Palwal. An extract from the wajib- 
ul-are of that town for 1S54, whioh has been 
produced on behalf of the defendants, sets forth 
a complete list of the biswadars (pro- 
prietors) of kasha Palwal, but in that 
list the name of Asghar Ali or that of 
any of his ancestors hnds no place. The 
great portion of his life was spent in 
service outside the Punjab and it was not 
until after the mutiny that he aoquired 
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some property in his native place Palwal. All 
that he owned was a few bighas of land 
attaohed to a well known as Sailahgarh Well. 
My learned colleague has dealt at some 
length with this part of the case and has 
referred to the evidence on the point. I 
deem it unnecessary to go over the same 
ground* It is sufficient to say that I fully 
agree with him in holding that it has not 
been proved that Asghar Ali was a bitwadar 
and agriculturist. The custom recorded in 
the riwaj-i-am does not, therefore, govern 
the succession to his property. 

A large amount of oral evidence has 
been adduced on behalf of the plaintiff 
to show that in numerous cases daughters 
have not succeeded to their father’s pro- 
perty. I am unable to place much value 
on this evidence. The instances cited relate 
mostly to the period subsequent to the 
preparation of the riwaj-i-am and hardly any 
case has been cited to show that a daughter 
was excluded after contest. It may be 
that in the instances referred to, the 
daughters were married into well-to-do 
families and did not like to claim their 
shares from their brothers, It may also be 
that they lived with their brothers and 
were supported out of the income of the 
paternal estate. In the absence of clear 
and satisfactory evidence on these points 
the bare fact of daughters not taking a 
share proves very little. The witnesses for 
the defendants have, on the other hand, 
referred to a fairly large number of instances 
in which daughters have shared their father’s 
property with their brothers. Although 
these instances are not as numerous as 
those mentioned by the plaintiff’s witnesses, 
they clearly establish that an invariable 
custom of exclusion does not exist. It is 
noteworthy that we do not find in the 
Punjab Record any precedent in which in 
the district in question a brother was held 
to exclude a sister. 

It is said that the fact of the name of 
the plaintiff alone being entered in the 
revenue papers of Wair Badshahpur after 
the death of Asghar Ali raises the inference 
that it was conceded by his daughters that 
they had no right because of the existence 
of the alleged custom. In my opinion this 
circumstance is entitled to very little weight. 
It is common knowledge that in mamy dis- 


tricts is this Province, where admittedly 
no custom of exclusion of daughters exists, 
the name of the brother alone is entered, 
specially when daughters live with their 
brother. In the present case the plaintiff 
was very young when Asghar Ali died. The 
whole family, consisting of the two widows, 
the son and the two daughters, lived together 
and were maintained out of the income 
of the property. Both the widows got them- 
selves appointed guardians of the minor 
and both of them applied to Govern- 
ment to take over the estate and place it 
in charge of the Court of Wards, Asghar 
Ali had left heavy debts and the family 
was in an impecunious condition. It was 
for the payment of these debts that the 
widows prayed that the estate should be 
managed by the Court of Wards, the family 
undertaking to support itself, apparently in 
penury, from the income of the little pro- 
perty they had in Palwal. All this shows 
that it was never intended that the daughters 
had no interest in the property. I have 
already stated that the Court of Wards 
took charge of the estate not only on be- 
half of the plaintiff but also on behalf of the 
widows and the daughters. It went so far 
as to fix a separate allowance for Sughra 
Begam. It is also a significant circum- 
stance that although the plaintiff attained 
majority in 1897 he did not claim the 
whole estate until 1910. 

After giving the case my best considera- 
tion I am unable to hold that the plaintiff 
has proved an ancient invariable custom in 
derogation of Muhammadan Law, whereby 
a daughter is excluded from inheritance. 
The suit was, therefore, rightly dismissed 
and I would dismiss the appeal. 

Piggott, J. — The suit out of which this 
appeal arises relates to a portion of the 
estate left by one Saiyed Asghar Ali, who 
died as long ago as the year 187(5. His 
personal history requires to be noticed as an 
aid to the correct appreciation of the ques- 
tions which arise for disposal. He was 
born at the town of Palwal in the Gurgaon 
District, at a time when that district formed 
part of the territories administered by the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Pro- 
vinces. He went abroad at an early age 
to seek his fortune. He first enlisted as 
a pipahi with the Raja of Ballabgarhbut 
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afterwards took service under the District 
Government, becoming a Sub-Inspector of 
Police and later a Tahsildar. During the 
mutiny he was stationed at Azamgarh, where 
herendered faithful and distinguished service. 
As a reward he received from Government 
a grant of the entire village of Wair 
Badshahpur in the Bulandshahr District. 
The same sort of influence which made 
William Shakespeare in later life a landed 
proprietor at Stiatford on-Avon drew Saiyed 
Asghar Ali back to his native town. He 
made purchases of land there; and it seems 
fair matter of inference from the evidence 
that he must have lived beyond his means 
in order to cut a figure in the eyes of 
his townfolk. He left him surviving two 
widows, Moti Begam and Sakina Begam, 
a son named Ali Asghar and two daughters, 
Sughra Begam and Saera Begam. In the 
Bulandshahr District the son, Ali Asghar, was 
recorded as sole proprietor of Wair Bad- 
shahpur, under the guardianship of his 
mother and step-mother. The estate, how- 
ever, was crippled with the debts contract- 
ed by the father, and in IbSS we find a 
decree for a large amount passed in favour of 
the Bank of Upper India, Limited. In 1893 
the two widows threw themselves on the 
mercy of Government, asking that the 
Bulandshahr property might be taken under 
the management of the Court of Wards and 
nursed into solvency. The ladies offered to 
support themselves and their minor children 
on the income of the Palwal property, 
though protesting that it was barely suffi- 
oient for the purpose, and to leave the 
entire income of Wair Badshahpur available 
for clearing off the debts. The Court of 
Wards took over the village, substantially 
on these terms. The usual preliminary 
inquiries were made as to the names of the 
owners of the property and it was assumed, 
without question raised at the time, that 
it had devolved in accordance with 
the rules of the Muhammadan Law of 
inheritance and belonged to the two widows, 
the son and the two daughters of the 
original grantee. The question of ownership 
was raised later, when Ali Asghar opposed 
an application by one of his sisters for 
the grant of a maintenance allowance out 
of the income of the village. It was 
brought to a head when the Court of Wards 
released only half the village to Ali Asghar 
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on the latter’s attaining majority. One of the 
daughters, Saera Begam, is now dead; and it 
has been assumed in argument before ns that 
the present possession of the parties re- 
presents correctly the devolution of the 
property concerned according to the rules 
of the Muhammadan Law. The plaintiff 
Ali Asghar is in possession of one half of 
the village of Wair Badhsbahpur; he is 
suing to recover possession of the other 
half from the Court of Wards, which is 
holding the same on behalf of the surviving 
9ister, Sughra Begam, and of the heirs of 
Saera Begam. 

The parties are Sunni Muhammdans, and 
it lies on the plaintiff to satisfy the Court 
that he is not bound by the law of inherit- 
ance generally applicable to bis oo- 
religionists. He is in fact seeking to deprive 
his sisters of a right expressly conferred 
on them by the revealed law. The direc- 
tions on the subject are to be found in 
the Fourth Chapter of the Koran, entitled 
Women.” I quote the relevant passages 
from Sale’s Translation: “Men ought to 
have a part of what their parents and 
kindred leave behind them when they 
die and women also ought to have a part 
of what their parents and kindred leave, 
whether it be little, or whether it be ranch, 
a determinate part is due to them.” Then, 
a few lines further on, prefaoed by the 
emphatic words, “God hath thus commanded 
you concerning your children,” comes the 
definite rule: “A male shall have as muoh 
as the share of two females, but if they 
be females only and above two in number, 
they shall have two-thirds of what the 
deceased shall leave.” 

The plea with which the plaintiff came into 
Court was that according to the personal 
law and the custom prevailing in Palwal, the 
residence of the plaintiff and his ancestors, 
and in the Distriot of Gurgaon, part of the 
Province of the Punjab, and the entire 
Province of the Punjab, the daughters and 
their issue do not in any oase get a share 
in the paternal estate in the presence of a 
son.” In the witness-box the plaintiff 
stated his case thus: “in our family the 
daughters do not get the inheritance in the 
presence of sons, widows and greatgrand- 
sons. Daughters dp not get a share even 
in the piesence of near relatives. The 
custom prevails among both the Hindus 
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and the Muhammadans. It has been in 

vogue from the time of the ancestors 

I have never come across any instance of 
a girl who may have inherited any pro- 
perty, nor did any girl of our family ever 
inherit any property.” The first Court 
having decided against the plaintiff, the 
latter’s position is thus defined in the 
memorandum of appeal to this Court: 

The succession to the estate of Asghar 
Ali is governed by the personal and 
Customary Law governing the succession to 
the estates of the members of his community 
at Palwal.” 

The defendants in reply may be said to 
have entrenched themselves behind a triple 
line of defence: — 

(I) First they plead that it was not 
open to the plaintiff to set up, or to prove, 
any custom in derogation of the Muhammadan 
Law of inheritance. 

(II) Secondly , while admitting that there is 
a local custom at Palwal” under which 

daughters do not sucoeed to any share in 
the paternal inheritance in the presence of 
sons, they plead that this custom prevails 
only amongst ‘ old biswadars ,” that is, co- 
sharers in landed property, and that neither 
the plaintiff himself, nor his father before 
him, nor the immediate ancestors of 
family could be correctly described as old 
biswadars .” 

(III) Thirdly , they plead that the alleged 
eustom, even to the limited extent to 
which its existence is admitted, is one 
of the incidents” of the ownership of 
agricultural land in Palwal, and could in 
no case govern the succession to property 
situated in the District of Bulandshahr. 

It is an essential part of the plaintiff’s 
case, as laid before us in argument, that 
the evidence on the record should first of 
all be considered in reference to the 
pleadings of the defendants as above set 
forth. He claims, if I may so express it, 
that he has carried these three lines of 
entrenchments by direct assault. He denies 
the proposition of law enunciated in the 
first plea. He claims to have proved that 
his family are “old biswadars ” of Palwal, 
within the meaning of the admission contained 
in ihe second plea; and he contends that, 
if this be once established, there is nothing 
on the record to warrant the limitation 
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sought to be imposed by the third plea on 
the admission contained in the second. 

Over and above this, the plaintiff 
claims to have turned the second and 
third lines of entrenchments by a wide 
flanking movement. He is in no way 
bound to establish a custom limited to “old 
biswadars ” of Palwal. He sets up a custom 
which the Court is at liberty to call a 
“local”, a “tribal” or a “family” custom, 
as it may think proper, but at any rate he 
claims to have established that, in the 
family to which the parties belong, 
daughters take no share in the paternal 
inheritance in the presence of sons. 

The first line of defence the plaintiff 
may be said to have carried, though not 
without appreciable losses. A few year 3 
ago it would have been held by this 
Court to be impregnable. For many 
years this Court adhered inflexibly to a 
principle first laid down in Surmust 
Khan v. Kadir Bad Khan (2) and re-affirmed 
in Jammya v. Liwan (3). This principle 
was, in effect, that the provisions of section 
37 of the Bengal Civil Courts Act of 
1887 forbade the Civil Courts of this 
Province to entertain a plea that Muham- 
madan litigants, admittedy governed in a 
general way by the ordinary rules of 
Muhammadan Law, were subject in matters 
of inheritance to any custom of succession 
at variance with that law. It so happened 
that the question came up again before this 
Court in connection with a litigation the 
parties to which were not residents of this 
Province, but belonged to a family of im- 
migrants from Baluchistan. In that case — 
Ismail Khan v. Imtiaz un nisa (4) — this 
Court applied the old rule. The case was 
taken to the Privy Council in appeal, and 
their Lordships directed evidence to be 
taken in proof of the alleged tribal or family 
custom. Vide Muhammad Ismail Khan v. 
Sheomukh Rai{ Imtiaz un nissa) { 5). The Court 
below has, therefore, rightly permitted the 
plaintiff to adduce evidence in proof of the 
custom set up by him, and that evidence 
it is our duty to consider. 


It seems important, however, to appreciate 
fully what it is that the plaintiff sets 
out to prove. He belongs to an ancient family 
of Saiyeds, claiming descent from the 
Founder of Islam. The presumption is that 


762 


INDIAN OABMS, 


[1917 


ALl ASfiHAR V. COLLECTOR OF BULANDSHAHR. 

there Was a time when this family observed 
the rules of inheritance as laid down in 
the revealed law. The first We hear of 
them in India is as a family of settlers in 
the town df Palwal, living presumably 
under Muhammadan rule and at no great 
distance from the capital of the Moghal 
Empire. From the rule of the Moghals the 
District of Gurgaon passes under the 
control of the British Government, and it 
belongs thereafter to a Province where 
the Bengal Civil Courts Act enjoins upon 
the Local Courts toadminister to Muhammadan 
litigants the Muhammadan Law on questions 
of inheritance. It seems to lie very heavily 
on the plaintiff to satisfy the Court as to 
when and how, under the circumstances 
above stated, it first became an established 
custom in his family for the sons to 
. deprive the daughters of the share in the 
paternal inheritance expressly and emphati- 
cally reserved to the latter by the words 
of the Prophet himself. 

The second line of defence is not to be 
carried by direct assault in the manner 

suggested on behalf of the plaintiff. I feel 
no hesitation in holding that neither Syed 
Asghar Ali himself nor any of his an- 
cestors, as to whom information is available 
on this record, can be eorreetly described 
as an “old biswadar” of Palwal. The word 
‘ biswadar ” is derived from the biswa , the 
twentieth portion of a bighi, the common 
land measure unit of Northern India. It 
is defined in Platt’s Dictionary as meaning 
the holder of a share or shares in a 
co-parcenary village.” It crops up again in 
a judgment printed at pages 132 A et seq. 
of this record, a judgment arising out of 
a litigation in this very town of Palwal, 
in which it is clearly explained that 
Muhammadan residents of that town 
who are not biswadar $ are presumably 

governed by the ordinary law in matters 
of inheritance, though it is presumed 
that biswadars are not. Elsewhere in 
this record it is used as the equiva- 
lent of the common word “biswadars" or 
cn. sharers,” familiar in the revenue rocords 
of these Provinces. Tho defendants have 
placed on the retard (pages 99 and U)J 
R) a copy of the list of biswadars of 
paid Khel and malgttzars of Kasha Palwal, 
prepared at the Settlement of 1 S b This 


list do<*s not Uoritdlii the name of Syed 
Asghar Ali or of any ancestor 1 of his, of 
of any member of his family. There 
are only two Syed9 in the list, and they 
are recorded as in possession as ‘lessees’’ pre- 
sumibly holding on a farming lease the 
shares of certain defaulting co-sharers. 
Their possession must have ripened later 
into full ownership, for we find Syed 
Asghar Ali purchasing laud in Palwal 
from these men, or their descendants. Palwal 
itself is not an agricultural village, it ia 
a small town. It ha9 been a Municipality 
since 1880, and its population at the 
census of 1901 was close on thirteen 
thousand souls. Its agricultural lands seem 
to be divided, so far as this record shows, 
into “ patti Khel” and “Khel Kburd.” In 
the latter the plaintiff admitted that he 
held no landed property. The houses in 
kasha Palwal and the bulk of the lands 
in patti Khel at present in his possession 
the plaintiff admitted to have been pur- 
chased by his father. The defendants* 
document above referred to seems to 
prove incontestably that Syed Asghar Ali 
owned no agricultural land in patti Khel 
in the year 1S54. Nevertheless, the plaintiff 
claims to have proved the contrary, and 
to have proved it mainly out of the mouth 
of Sarfaraz Ali, the principal witness for 
the defendants, whose evidence is at pages 9, 
10 and 11 of the respondents' book. The 
witness begins by deposing in unqualified 
terms that “there was no ancestral property 
in Palwal in Asghar Ali's family. Asghar 
Ali was not an old biswadar . The members 
of his family and mine used to take up 
service from of old.” In cross-examination 
he was asked first about a place oalled 
Hajipura”, which seems to be a portion of 
the town of Palwal. He said there was 
an old graveyard there and a grove, which 
belonged to the family of which Asghar 
Ali and himself are members; also that 
Asghar Ali had, presumably after his return 
to Palwal with his fortune made, settled 
certain Chamars in "Hajipura.” it was not 
seriously contended before us that anything 
oou lil he made in favour of the plaiutiff 
out of these admissions, which constitute 
the whole available evidence as to any family 
property in “Hajipura,” The witness went 
on to depose: “Sailahgarh is four or five 
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hundred years old. It belongs to Asghar 
Ali and his ancestors. Asghar Ali pur- 
chased 500 bighas of land and included 
it in that very land. The Well that 
is in Sailahgarh is an old one; it was 
built by Asghar Ali’s ancestors. That well 
appertains to a cultivatory holding and 
cultivators use it. Formerly Asghar Ali 
used to realise the rent of that land.” 
Along with this statement the plaintiff relies 
on documents printed at pages 72 A, 248 A, 
and 250A for further information about 
this well. On this evidence the learned 
Chief Justice of this Court has been satisfied 
that the ancestors of Saiyed Asghar Ali 
must have been originally landed proprietors 
in Palwal, and that Asghar Ali himself 
also must, despite the testimony to the con- 
trary afforded by the Settlement Record of 
1854, have always retained gome fragment 
of proprietary interest in agricultural lands 
appertaining to that town. I admit that 
khe evidence is somewhat doubtful and is 
susceptible of inferences favourable to the 
plaintiff’s case; but on the whole I cannot 
see that it bears the weight of the super- 
structure sought to be raised thereon. To 
begin with, the plaintiff himself has explain- 
ed precisely what the parties meant by the 
word “Sailahgarh.” He says, “Sailahgarh 
is a well, and has been in our possession 
since the time of our ancestors. About 5 
or 6 bighas of culturable land appertain to 
it.” The first and oldest document, that at 
page 72 A, simply shows that there is in 
Kasha Palwal” an ancient well, believed 
to have been built by one Muhammad 
Salah, that it holds drinkable water, but 
is used to a small extent for irrigation 
purposes. It is so used “under the supervision 
of the lessees of patti Khel.” This was 
the state of things in 1863. The later 
documents printed at pages 248 A and 250 A 
were prepared in 1877 and in 1907-08. 
It is quite probable that some of 
the “remarks” entered in these papers 
represent merely attempts on the part of 
Sayed Asghar Ali, and of the plaintiff 
after him, to enhance their dignity in 
the eyes of their neighbours by claiming 
connection with the old proprietary body 
of Kasha Palwal on the strength of an 
ancient well, known by the name of one of 
their ancestors. The area actually irrigated 
from the well is only six or seven bighas 


in any one year; for many years in suedes* 
sion there is no land irrigated from it at 
all, and a note in the latest document 
shows that the well is no longer used 
for irrigation purposes. In any Case these 
last two papers were prepared long after 
Saiyed Asghar Ali had acquired land in 
Palwal, in the neighbourhood of this well, 
and had acquired it from the very 
“lessees” referred to in the paper of 1863. 
The evidence of Sarfaraz Ali on the 
point seems to have been recorded in a 
somewhat confused fashion; but I do not 
understand him to mean that Saiyed Asghar 
Ali was collecting the rents of any cultivated 
lands in Pawal during the years that he 
was away on service. On the whole, what 
seems to me to be proved is something 
of this sort. There is in, or on the out- 
skirts of, the town of Palwal an old well 
as to which the tradition is that it was 
built by one Muhammad Salah, this tradition 
may be accepted as well founded, and the 
evidence makes it fairly certain that this 


Muhammad Salah was an ancestor of Saiyed 
Asghar Ali. Near this well is a small patch 
of cultivated land which used at times to be 
irrigated from it. I consider it not proved 
that this well was primarily an irrigation 
well; the record of 1863 seems rather to 
suggest the contrary. L am not satisfied 
that it is proved that this land was 
regularly in the cultivation of the plaint- 
iff’s ancestors; but 1 am quite satisfied 
that it is not proved that, if they did 

cultivate it, they ever did so otherwise 
than as tenants holding from the pro- 
prietors of patti Khel. The testimony of 
the Settlement Record of 1854, to the 
effect that neither Syed Asghar Ali,- nor 
any ancestor of his, held any proprietary 
rights in agricultural lands appertaining 

to Kasha Palwal stands, in my opinion, sub- 
stantially unrebutted. In fact, the plaint- 
iff’s family are not “old biswadars ” of Palwal. 
The plaintiff’s direct assault having thus 
failed at the second line of defence, I 

do not think it necessary to discuss the 
third. In the form in which the plea is 
taken in the written statement I do not 
think there is much in it. What the 

evidence on the record does suggest to my 
mind is that a distinction is often drawn 
in the Customary Law of the Punjab 
between ancestral and self-acquired pro- 
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party. If I thought that the plaintiff had 
made out a strong case for the proposi- 
tion that his family was governed by a 
tribal custom under which the ancestral 
lands of the family descended to the 
sons, to the exclusion of daughters, I might 
find it necessary to inquire further whether 
it was certain that the custom applied to 
propertyso very definitely and peculiarly self- 
acquired” as the estate of Wair Badshah- 
pur. Looking at the fact that the grant 
was made by the Government of the North- 
Western Provinces of land situated in 
those Provinces, there seem* an opening 
for the presumption that it was intended 
to be a grant subject to the ordinary in- 
cidents of the Muhammadan Law of inherit- 
ance. 

I do not press this point further because, 
in my opinion, the plaintiff has failed to 
prove that the devolution of property in 
his family is subject to any custom, 
whether local or tribal, entitling the sons 
of a deceased member of that family to 
deprive their sisters of the share in the 
paternal inheritance reserved to the latter 
by the law of Muhammad. In my opinion 
the plaintiff’s turning movement fails 
as completely as his direct assault on the 
position taken up by the defendants. 

The principal pieco of evidence relied 
on for the plaintiff is the document known 
as the riwaj i-am (see page 225A of the 
record), supported by the extract from 
the record of the general customs prevail- 
ing in the Gurgaon District prepared in 
1877 — vide page 227 A. These documents 
record the existence, amongvSt the old Saiyed 
families of that district, of a custom under 
whioh the right of inheritance devolves 
on the s n, grandson or greatgrandson, 
and even on the widow to the exclusion 
of the daughters of the deceased. No 

doubt this custom applies to Saiyeds belong- 
ing to the agricultural classes in Palwal 
as well as in other parts of the district, 
hut the conclusion I have come to is that 
these documents have no real bearing on 
the present caso because wo are not deal- 
ing with a family of agriculturists at all. 

I have already dealt with the evidence 
bearing on this point. Li my opinion the 
statement of Sarfaraz Ali to the Effect 
that from of old” the occupation of 
members of this family was ‘‘to take up 


service” stands unshaken by anything 
in his cross-examination and is supported by 
the list of proprietors prepared inl85t. The 
Settlement Records which include the riivaj i. 
am were drawn up years later. We know 
what the Settlement Offiser was told as to 
the Customary Law of succession amongst 
the ‘ SaiyeJ3 and Sheikhs,” bat we have 
nothing on the record as to the instances 
put forward at the time to prove the 
existence of this custom amongst the 
Saiyed families of Palwal. It was con- 
tended that this particular riwij-i am had 
been accepted by the Punjab Chief Court 
as a particularly reliable record of custom; 
but we were referred on behalf of the 
defendants to another case in whioh the 
same Court had refused to act upon it, in 
the absence of evidence as to the instances 
put forward at the time as the basis for 
the Settlement Officer’s conclusions. When 
this Settlement took place the . District of 
Gurgaon had not long been transferred 
to the Punjab Government, it was not 
difficult for any Saiyed family or for 
any group of sush families to agree amon- 
gst themselves that they would find it con- 
venient to accept a custom generally pre- 
valent amongst Hindus and amongst the 
descendants of Hindus converted to Islam, 
and so rid themselves from the irksome 
obligation of following the strict require- 
ments of Muhammadan Law on the subject 
of female inheritance. The mere fact that 
those leaders of the Saiyed community in the 
Gurgaon District or in kasha Palwal in par- 
ticular, who were questioned on the subjeot 
by the Settlement Officer, told him that in 
their community the daughters did not inherit 
in the presence of sons, grandsons, great- 
grandsons or widows does not seem to rae 
a very strong piece of evidence, when I Jo not 
kno v what instances they laid before the 
Settlement Officer in proof of their assertion. 
In any case the Settlement Officer’s inquiries 
were limited to the question of the 
customs prevailing amongst agriculturists; 
ho had nothing to do with the question 
whether what one may call “Punjab custom** 
had or had not ousted Muhammadan Law 
on questions of inheritance amongst ancient 
S.iiyed families residing in the town of 
Palwal, holding no share iu the proprietary 
rights in respect of the agricultural lands 
appertaining to Palwal and depending for 
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their livelihood, in the main, on military 
or other service. 

One aspect of the case which I must 
not ignore, and which I can most conveniently 
deal with at this point, is the argument 
by which the plaintiff seeks to support his 
case by inferences drawn from the conduct 
of other members of his family, and more 
particularly of his mother and step-mother. 
Stress is laid on the fact, already noticed, 
that the plaintiff Ali Asghar was recorded 
as sole proprietor of Wair Badshahpur 
after his father’s death. Even more em- 
phatically our attention is called to the 
fact that the plaintiff is in sole and un- 
disputed possession of the property at 
Palwal itself. The argument is that this 
state of things would be impossible 
if the widows of Saiyed Asghar Ali, and 
his daughters as they came of age, had 
not known perfectly well that they had no 
claim to succeed to any portion of the 
estate in the presence of the plaintiff. 
There is no question of any estoppel ; it is 
merely a matter or inference from conduct. 
To my mind the possession of the property 
at Palwal means nothing. The ladies may 
have considered themselves bound by 
an “incident” of the tenure of landed 
property in that place, such as they have 
(I think erroneously) set up in the 
pleadings. Apart from this, it remains to 
be proved that the property at Palwal is 
worth fighting about. The papers of 1907 08 
(page 250A) show that even the lands 
acquired by Saiyed Asghar Ali near the 
ancestral well were, at that date, still in 
possession of the mortgagees. The old 
gentleman left a heavily encumbered estate 
behind him ; the Palwal property was 
thought to be barely sufficient to support 
the widows and young children. Later on 
wo find them complaining that they cannot 
live on it at all. For aught that appears 
from this record, the Palwal property 
may consist wholly of mortgaged lands and 
residential houses acquired by Saiyed 
Asghar Ali in the days of his greatness, 
which the family does not care to part 
with but finds it a burden on their resources 
to keep up. As for the conduct of the 
two widow ladies, it was at most am- 
biguous and capable of more than one inter- 
pretation. Certainly, when they were im- 
portuning the Local Government to take 
the Bulandshahr property under the Court 
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of Wards they put the plaintiff well into 
the background and themselves forward as 
the widows of a man who had deserved 
well of the Government, who had an 
interest of their own in what remained of 
his estate. The very fact that both the 
widows jointly obtained the guardianship 
of the minor plaintiff is inconsistent with 
the idea that they regarded him as sole 
owner of Wair Badshahpur. A very shady 
episode in this litigation is represented by 
certain evidence as to attempts made by 
the plaintiff to obtain from his sister 
Sughra Begam some sort of relinquish- 
ment of her rights, or admission that she 
had none. This evidence was touched on 
very lightly in argument on behalf of the 
appellant, it is enough to say that it does 
not help his case. 

Having said all this, I feel that 1 have 
not yet dealt with the most substantial, 
certainly the bulkiest, part of the appel- 
lant’s case. He has tendered a mass of 
oral evidence directed towards proving the 
prevalence in the Punjab generally, in the 
District of Gurgaon in particular, and even 
in the town of Palwal, of the custom that 
daughters do not take any share in the 
paternal inheritance. He claims to have 
proved at least one hundred instances in 
which daughters have been excluded 
from the share in the inheritance reserved 
to them under the Muhammadan Law. 
Of these instances thirty-four are claimed 
as coming from Palwal itself, thirty-one 
more from other villages in the same 
Tahsil, and seventeen more from other parts 
of the Gurgaon District. Now it can be 
readily ascertained from any standard book 
of reference, or digest of the decisions of 
the Punjab Chief Court, that the custom of 
excluding daughters and their issue from 
all share in the paternal inheritance is 
widely prevalent amongst the agriculturists 
of the Punjab. The custom is of Hindu 
origin, arising from the custom of 
exogamy and the reluctance to see an- 
cestral landed property pass out of the 
possession of the family, sept or clan. It is 
beyond question that many Muhammadan 
families, descendants of converts from Hindu- 
ism, have never consented to follow the 
precepts of Islam in this matter, but have 
retained the ancient custom in their families 
of excluding daughters from inheritance. It 
cannot be denied there is abundant evidence 
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of the fact on this record, that the position 
of Saiyed and other families claiming descent 
from Muhammadan immigrants is not quite 
the 8a me. Even the riwaj-i-am on which 
the plaintiff so greatly relies distinguishes 
the case of the Saiyeds and other ancient 
Muhammadan families from that of the 
majority of their co-religionists; it represents 
them as permitting daughters to inherit in 
preference to more distant kindred, but ex- 
cluding them only in favour of a son, a grand- 
son or a widow of their deceased father. The 
oral evidence tendered by the plaintiff betrays 
a constant ductuation andlconflict of testimony 
On this point, some witnesses say bluntly, 

in our family daughters never succeed, ” 
others limit the custom of exclusion in the 
manner suggested by the riwaj-i-am or to 
some lesser extent. Our attention wa 9 
drawn in argument to a significant passage 
in the last Punjab Census Report as illus- 
trating the attitude of old Muhammadan 
families on this point ; they constantly be- 
trayed marked reluctance to admit that they 
did not follow the precepts of the Koran in 
matters of inheritance as in all others ; but 
would sometimes put forward the explanation 
that, in their families, daughters were always 
persuaded to renounce their right of in- 
heritance. 

This suggests an aspect of the case which 
I think of considerable importance. In 
Muhammadan families generally the girls are 
married young, almost certainly while still 
minors. In the case of an inheritance open- 
ing in favour of a married daughter the 
question of her claiming the share reserved 
to her by Muhammadan Law would be a 
matter for her husband and his family to 
decide. She may have married into a family 
in which the custom of daughters’ exclusion 
prevails and her husband’s people may have 
felt that they could not consistently claim a 
share for a daughter-in-law wdiile refusing 
a share to their own daughters. Or again 
the whole question may have been settled 
by a bargain, express or understood, between 
the two families at the time of the marriage. 
In cases where the inheritance opens in 
favour of unmarried girls, tho management 
of tho property would naturally pass into 
the hands of a brother, mother or step- 
mother. The question whether any of the 
girls would ever claim her strict rights in 
the matter of the paternal inheritance would 


depend on the extent of the property, the 
way in which the girls were treated, and 
more particularly, on the arrangements made 
for their marriage. 

In view of these considerations the mass 
of oral evidence relied on by the plaintiff 
does not greatly impress me. Much of it is 
devoted to proving the general prevalence 
of the custom, and has but little bearing on 
the case of a Saiyed family, residents of a 
town and not primarily agriculturists. Then 
again, there is no definite instance of a 
brother depriving a sister of her share in 
the paternal inheritance, after contest, or in 
the teeth of her protests. Out of the whole 
number of instances sought to be proved there 
are only eight in which the persons concerned 
are both Saiyeds and residents of Palwal. 
In two of these oases, those of the family 
of Yakub Ali ( deposed to by Mohammad 
Yasin, page A3, and a number of other wit- 
nesses) and of Amir Ali (vide the witness Ali 
Abbas, page 5‘2A), the persons concerned are 
old biswadars of Palwal. That leaves six in- 
stances, Irshad Ali (page A3), Barkat (page A 
27), Ausaf Ali (pages A32 and A 35), Irshad 
Ali II (page Ao2), Jiwnn Ali (page A 56) 
and Bahadur Ali (page A5S), in which the 
exclusion is alleged to have taken place in 
families mainly non-agrieultural, and in res- 
pect of property consisting principally of 
dwelling-houses. Except for Ausaf Ali’s 
case, esch of these instances is proved by a 
single witness. We know nothing of the 
circumstances beyond the bald statement that 
the daughter or daughters concerned did 
not receive a share in the bouse property. 
To take the last instance, that of Saiyed 
Bahadur Ali (page A5S), we are told that he 
left four sous and two daughters and that 
the daughters took no share in the paternal 
estate. We do not know to whom and under 
what circumstances the girls were married or 
where they were living at the time of their 
father’s death : the alleged ''exclusion” may 
amount to nothing more than this, that the 
sons occupied and shared amongst themselves 
residential houses for which the daughters 
had no use, and that the whole matter was 
amicably settled by some assigumeut of 
jewelry or other movoable property of whioh 
the witness knew nothing. I do not say 
that the whole of the evidence can be dis- 
posed of by considerations such as these. 
Instances like those of Ausaf Ali (deposed 
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to by his own son Imtiaz Ali, page A35) and 
Irsliad Ali, who is said to have owned some 
land as well as house property, must be 
regarded as going some way in support of 
the plaintiff’s case. On the whole, however, 
the oral evidence seems to me to fall a good 
deal short of proving an ancient, certain and 
invariable custom. 

I would, therefore, concur in dismissing this 
appeal with costs, including fees on the 
higher scale. 

By the Coort. — The appeal is dismissed 
with costs, including fees on the higher scale. 

Appeal dismissed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Case No. 1462 of 1916. 

June 12, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Scott-Smith. 

IMAM I — Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

ALLAH DIYA and others — Defendants — 

Respondents. 

Pre-emption — Re-sale to vendor before suit, effect of — 
Right of pre-emption , whether defeated. 

A claim to pre-emption cannot be defeated by the 
re-sale of the property to the original vendor, even 
though the re-sale takes place before a suit for 
pre-emption is instituted, [p. 768, col. 1.] 

Sukha v. Arura Mai, 135 P. W. B. 1908; 165 P. L. 
R. 1908, followed. 

Liakat Husain v. Rashid-ud-Din , 29 A. 125; 3 A. L. 
J. 794; A. W. N. (1906) 313, dissented from. 

Second appeal from the decree of the Dis- 
trict Judge, Ambala, dated the 24th March 
1916, reversing that of the Munsif, 1st Class, 
Ambala, dated the 30th August 1915, decree- 
ing the claim. 

Lala Durga Das , for the Appellant. 

Messrs. 'Muhammad Iqbal and Badr-ud-Din 
Kureshi , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The facts of the case out 
of which the present appeal has arisen are as 
follows: — 

On the 23rd July 1914 Muhammad Idris, 
defendant No. 2, sold a house in Ambala 
City to Allah Diya, defendant No. 1, for 
Rs. 300. On the 10th August 1914 Allah Diya 
re-sold it to Sharif Hussain defendant No. 3. 
the minor son of Muhammad Idris the origi- 
nal vendor. The plaintiff brought a suit for 
pre-emption as regards the original sale in 


favour of Allah Diya. The first Court gav G 
him a decree for pre-emption on payment of 
Rs. 300. Upon appeal the District Judge 
held that the sale to Sharif Hussain was 
benami , the real vendee being his father 
Muhammad Idris, original vendor of the 
house. In other words, the sale was really 
a re-purchase by the vendor which, in the 
opinion of the District Judge, he was per- 
fectly entitled to make in order to defeat the 
pre-emptor. The original vendor ia said 
to have a right of pre-emption by reason of 
vicinage. The District Judge relying upon 
Liakat Husain v. Rashid-ud-Din (1) held 
that plaintiff’s claim to pre-emption must 
fail as he had no better right than Muham- 
mad Idris, the original vendor. 

The plaintiff has filed a second appeal 
to this Court. The point as stated by the 
admitting Judge is whether there was 
any legal bar to the original owner 
and the vendor defeating the would- 
be pre-emptor by purchasing the house 
from his vendee prior to suit and taking 
his stand on the plea that he, the origi- 
nal owner and new vendee, owns the 
adjoining house. The ruling relied upon 
by the lower Appellate Court reported as 
Liakat Husain v. Rashid ud-Din (i) is no 
doubt against the plaintiff, but the previous 
decisions of this Court are in support of 
the proposition that such a re-sale cannot 
defeat the pre-emptor’s rights. The matter 
was fully discussed in Civil Appeal No. 
886 of 1902, which is reported as Lachhu 
v. Maheshu (2). There it was held that 
whenever a pre-emptor sues for pre-emption 
upon a sale and it is found that before 
his suit tbe vendee has transferred the 
property to a third party, the test is 
whether the pre-emptor has a superior 
right of pre-emption in regard to the first 
sale as compared with the transferee, and 
that where it is re-conveyed to the original 
vendor, the pre-emptor must succeed as 
the former cannot have any right of pre- 
emption whatever in regard to the sale which 
he himself made. In that case the Division 
Bench followed the oases reported as Kalina 
v. Dewa Sing (3) and Shiv Cham Singh \ 


(1) 29 A. 125; 3 A. L. J. 794; A. W. N. 

(2) 134 P. W. R. 1908. 

(3) 62 P. R. 1879. 
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Secretary of State , (4), and in Civil Appeal 
No. 493 of 1908 reported as Sukha v. 
Arura Mai (5) a single Judge of this Court 
took the same view and refused to follow 
Liakat Husain v. Rashid nil- Din (1). I 
agree with the decisions of this Court and 
following them hold that the plaintiff was 
entitled to a decree and that his claim 
cannot be defeated by the re-sale of the 
property to the original vendor, even though 
that re-sale took place before the present 
suit was instituted. 

In the lower Appellate Court the plaint- 
iff filed cross-objections as to the price 
fixed by the first Court. The price 
entered in the sale-deed was Rs. 300, but 
the first Court found that Rs. 100 out of 
that was fictitious and that only Rs. 200 
was the price actually fixed. I agree with that 
finding and T, therefore, accept the appeal 
and give the plaintiff a decree for posses- 
sion by pre emption of the house in dis- 
pute on payment of Rs. 200. If plaintiff 
has not already deposited in Court the sum 
fixed, he should deposit it within two months 
of this date. On his failing to do so the 
suit will stand dismissed with costs. If 
he pays in the money as ordered, his costs 
in all the Courts shall be paid by the 
defendants. 


(4) *0 l*. K. 1888. 

(6) V3S P. W. K. 1908; 163 


Appeal allowed. 
1*. L. R. 1908. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 3196 of 

1915. 


June 15, 1917. 

I resent: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newhould. 
AMULYA CHANDRA ROY CHOW. 
DHU RY — Defendant - Appellant 


versus 

S II 1 \ A KRISHNA ROSE and others 

Plain 1 1 kks — Kespondkn rs. 

Landlord and te na nt ~ r„ rrl, a ser <j lire's inteiest, 
habilihjot, to juiij interest stimulated in lease— 1 ntcrcst 
on arrears *>/ rent , i, I, ether payable do,e„ to date of 
decree in rent suit. 


The |)im-lias,»|- ,, 

interest on t h<- n-nt fsillin 
stipulated in flit* contract 
rate ought to lie allowed 
<-f institution of the suit 
decree. | p. 709, col. L\j 


least-hold is hnutid to pav 
g into arrears at the rate 
ol lea.M*. The contractual 
J, y the Court from tin* date 
down to the date of the 


Appeal against the decree of the Subordi- 
nate Judge, Khulna, dated the 27th August 
1915, affirming that of the Munsif, 2nd Court 
at that place, dated the 30th July 1914. 

FACTS material to the report will appear 
from the following extracts from the Munsif’s 
judgment: — 

k In this case, the two plaintiffs together 
seek to recover arrears of rent in respect of 
a 9 i- -annas share of the plaint lands on 
account of the years 1316 to 1319 B. S. as 
per details set forth in the schedule to the 
plaint. There is claim for interest on the 
arrears at the rate of 5 per cent, per mensem. 

***** 

"The plaintiffs will, therefore, have rent and 
cesses for the period in suit proportionate to 
the said 8i -annas share. They will also 
have interest on the arrears at the rate of 
5 per cent, per month as claimed. The 
kabuliyats of the defendant’s predecessor, 
which were executed long before the enact- 
ment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, stipulate 
for the payment of interest on defaulted kists 
at that rate and no reason has been shown 
why that contract should not be enforceable 
or enforced. It appears that the said con- 
tract was already enforced in the previous 

suit. The defendant admits to have satisfied 

that decree. It is no valid defence to the 
claim to say that the plaintiffs have not 
always realised interest at that rate.” 

Against this deoisiou of the Munsif the 
defendants preferred an appeal which was 
dismissed with the following observations: — 

* * * * re g ar( ] 8 tj je p 0 i n t it 

appears that the name of the plaintiff No. 1 is 
registered in respect of the said share under 
Act VI 1 (B. C.) of 1876. Under section 60 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act the defendant is not 
entitled to plead that the rent for that share 
is due to any third persou. As regards the 
second point, it appears that the interest 
claimed is payable under registered kabuliyats 
which were executed long before the passing 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act. The plaintiffs 
are, therefore, entitled to get interest at the 
rate claimed.” 

Bftbu Brojolal Ohakrahurty (with him Babu 
Snsil Coomar Rose), for the Appellant.— This is 
a suit for arrearsof rent. The question in con- 
troversy is as regards the amount of interest 
allowed. The lower Courts haveallowed 60per 
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cent. (Refers to section 74, Indian Contract 
Act). It is not an ordinary case of bond- 
debt, it is a case of arrears of rent. Is the 
Court bound to give plaintiff a decree at 
such an exceedingly high rate of interest? 
Th6 Court was not bound to do so by reason 
of default. The Judge thinks that because 
it is in the written contract, it should be 
allowed. There is no question of money 
being insecure here. Then again under 
section 34, Civil Procedure Code, the Court 
has discretion as to interest after institution 
of suit. The Court has not exercised its 
discretion. The Judge not having exercised 
his discretion as enjoined by section 31, 
his allowing of interest at 60 per cent, even 
after the institution of the suit is erroneous 
in law. Under law and equity a Court has 
ample powers to relieve a party against 
liability to pay interest at an exorbitant rate. 
Interest at the rate of 60 per cent, is too 
much, it can never be urged by the landlord 
that by non payment of rent on the due 
dates, the landlord had been put to such a 
loss that he would not be compensated unless 
he got interest on the arrears at 60 per 
cent. 

Babu Bepin Behari Ohose II , for the Re- 
spondents, was not called upon, 

JUDGMENT. 

Fleicuer, J. — This appeal must be dis- 
missed. The defendant appeals against the 
rate of interest which he has to pay accord- 
ing to the terms of the contract under which 
the property is held. He purchased the pro- 
perty with full knowledge apparently of 
what the terms of the contract were. He 
knew that, if he did not pay his rent on the 
proper day, the rent in arrears would carry 
interest at the heavy rate of 60 per cent, per 
annum. He might have avoided this liability, 
first of all, by not purchasing the property 
and, secondly , by paying his rent in proper 
time. It seems that there is no case of hard* 
ship against the defendant-appellant at all. 
He has put his head deliberately into t v e 
noose and for good or bad, he is a tenant 
holding his land at a rent which carries in- 
terest at 60 per cent, per annum when in 
arrears. The other point argued is that the 
learned Judge of the lower Appellate Court 
ought not to have allowed interest at the con- 
tractual rate from the date of the institution 
of the suit down to the date of judgment. 

49 


The learned Judge says that that is the rate 
agreed upon and, therefore, presumably there 
is no reason, because the defendant has put 
the plaintiff to the trouble of coming to Court 
to realize the rent in arrears, why the defend- 
ant should pay a rate smaller them the 
contractual rate. Otherwise, it would be 
encouraging the defendant who is liable 
to pay interest at 60 per cent, per annum on 
the rent in arrears to avoid payment every 
time when the rent becomes due, on the 
ground that the rent during the pendency 
of the suit, which by a judicious set of move- 
ments and applications for postponement can, 
we all know, be extended for a long period 
of years, should be at .a smaller rate. I think 
the learned Judge exercised his discretion 
very wisely, when he held that if the defend- 
ant did not pay his rent in time he would 
have to pay the contractual rate of interest. I 
see no reason why we should dissent from the 
view taken by the learned Judge of the lower 
Appellate Court. The present appeal fails 
and must be dismissed with costs. 

Nowbould, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed . 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 632 of 1915. 

February 28, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Napier. 
VENKATAGIRf PATTAR and another— 
Plaintiffs Nos. 1 and 3 — Appellants 

versus 

MANAVIKRAMA, the ZAMORIN RAJA 
AVERGAL of CALICUT— 
Defendant — Respondent. 

Malabar Law— Adima or auubliavam tenure, nature 
of — Inalienability. 

Inalienability is a characteristic of adima or 
anubhavam tenure, [p. 770, col. 1.] 

Second appeal against the decree of the 
Court of the Subordinate Judge, South 
Malabar at Palghat, in Appeal Suit No. 
457 of 1914, preferred against that of the 
District Munsif, Alatur, in Original Suit No 
148 of 1913. 

Messrs. G. Madhavan Nair and P. Appu 
Nair , for the Appellants. 

Mr. G. V. Ananthakrislina Aiyar , for the 
Respondent. 
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JUDGMENT. — Counsel for appellant 

argues that the lower Appellate Court was 
wrong in holding that inalienability is a 
condition of adimoyavana tenure: and contends 
that the decision in Ukkandath v. Puliyakot 
Kunhi Kuttan (1) of Sadasiva Aiyar and 
Hannay, JJ., relied on by the Subordinate 
Judge, proceeds only on a consideration of the 
terms of the particular document in that 
case. We are clear on a perusal of the ' 
judgment and record that this is not so. The 
decision of the Sudder Court in its proceed- 
ings dated 5th August 1856, which is quoted 
at page 307 of Moore’s Malabar Law, has 
been referred to as authoritative in two judg- 
ments of this Court, Theyyan Nair v. 
Zamarin of Calicut (2) and AchtUha Mencn 
v. Sankaran Nair (3), and lays down in 
unmistakeable terms that inalienability is 
a characteristic of adi'na or annbhavam 
tenure. It has not been seriously argued 
that any distinction is to be drawn in this 
respect between tenures termed adimayavana 
or anubhavam and as shown at pages 195-6 
of Moore’s Malabar Law this nomenclature 
merely varies with the caste of the gran- 
tee. Vide also Theyyan Nair v. Zamorin of 
Calicut (2). 

The only other point sought to be argued 
is one of estoppel based on the defendant’s 
receipt of michavaram from plaintiffs This 
was not raised in either* of the lower Courts 
and we cannot allow it to be set up in second 
appeal. 

The second appeal is dismissed with 
costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 

V.R.P, 

(1) 27 Ind. Cns. 10. 

(2) 27 M. 202. 

(3) 12 Ind. Gas. 1007; (1011) 2 M. W. N. 620; 22 M. 
h. J. 118; 10 M, L. T. 521; 3(5 M. 380. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 1433 

of 1916. 

May 22, 1917. 

Present : — Mr Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

SAHDEO SINGH — Appellant 

versus 

KARIMAN SINGH- and others-- 

Respondents. 

Contract Act (IX of 1872j, s. 74,— Mortgage— Mort- 
gagor, stipulation by, to pay by instalments — Default- 
Interest, whether penalty. 

A mortgagor undertook to pay the mortgage-money 
in instalments and it was agreed that in . caso of 
broach of promise the creditors would have the right 
to realize the instalment money as regards the oxpired 
and unexpired period, principal with interest at 2 
per cent, per month from the expiration of the hist 
till realization: 

Held, that the stipulation to pay the intorest was 
not by way of penalty. 

Appeal from a decision of the District 
Judge, Shahabad. 

Mr. Syad Muhammad Tahir , for the Appel- 
lant, 

% 

Messrs. Parmeshwar Dyal and Rajendra 
Frasad , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Chapman, J. — This appeal arises out of a 
suit upon a bond. The mortgagor under- 
took to pay in instalments and it was agreed 
that in case of breach of promise the credi- 
tors would have the right to realise the 
instalment money as regards the expired and 
unexpired period, principal with interest at 
2 per cent per month from the expiration of 
the kist till realization. Both the lower 
Courts have agreed that there is no reason 
why the bond as it stands should not be 
given effect to. In appeal before us it is first 
of all contended that the intention wa9 that 
the interest should fall due only at the 
expiration of the period of the kists 9 although 
it was agreed that on failure to pay an , 
instalment the whole of the money should, 
fall due. Such an interpretation appears to be , 
quite impossible. The next contention 
is that the stipulation of the payment ; 
of interest was by way of penalty. It. 
does not appear to us to be a stipulation by* 
way of penalty and if it was, the promise 
being to pay only at the rate of 2 per oent. , 
per month was in the circumstances of the 
oase stated in the judgment of the first Courts 
was rightly allowed, 
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The appeal is dismissed with costs. 

Atkinson, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1419 of 1916. 

May 21, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Mullick. 

RAGHUNATH KURMI and another — 

Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

DEO NARAIN RAI and others — 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Appeal — Finding on particular point against party 
in whose favour decree is made — Res judicata. 

Where it is necessary to decide a particular point 
between the parties to the suit and the Court comes 
to a finding upon that point, the finding operates as 
res judicata between them and the aggrieved party 
can prefer an appeal against that finding, although 
the decree is in his favour, [p. 772, col. 1.] 

Appeal from a decision of the Subordinate 
Judge, Shahabad. 

Mr. Abani Bhushan Mukerji , for the Appel- 
lants. 

Messrs. Krishna Sahai, Khurshed Husnain 
and Nirsu Narain Sinha , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The ca3e of the plaintiffs 
is that they hold 3 raiyati holdings under 
defendants Nos. 2 and 3, but that while the 
Record of Rights shows them correctly to be 
the tenants of defendants Nos. 2 and 3 in 
respect of the holding of 1 bigha 1 cottah , bear- 
ing a rental of Rs. 3-10-3, it wrongly shows 
them to be the tenants of defendant No. 1 
in respect of the other two holdings which 
measure 2 bighas 19 kottas and 2 bighas 2 
kottas 18 dhurs , respectively. They also 
allege that this defendant has been wrongly 
shown in the Records of Rights to be a tenure- 
holder under defendants Nos. 2 and 3 in 
respect of these holdings and further 
that the Record of Rights has wrongly 
omitted survey plots Nos. 348 and 482 from 
the holdings. The plaintiffs accordingly ask 
for the following reliefs: — 

(1) That the relationship of landlord and 
tenant does not exist between the plaintiffs 
and defendant No v 1; 

(2) That the defendant No. 1 is not a 

tenure-holder; and 


(3) That plots Nos. 347, 348 and 482 are 
not parts of the tenure of defendant No. 1 
but parts of the raiyati holdings of the 
plaintiff. 

The suit was dismissed. There was an 
appeal by the plaintiffs and a cross-appeal 
by defendant No. 1 with the result that the 
appeal was dismissed, while the cross-appeal 
was decreed. The subject of the cross- 
appeal was this, that the Trial Court had 
found that the plaintiffs were tenants under 
defendant No. 1 in respect of the holdings in 
suit and that defendant No. 1 in his turn 
was a tenure-holder under defendants Nos. 2 
and 3. 

The case of defendant No. 1 in the trial 
Court was that there was no connection 
between him and the plaintiffs and that 
the Record of Rights to that extent ; was 
incorrect. Therefore, the order of the learned 
Subordinate Judge on appeal was in favour 
of defendant No. 1 and the effect of his 
order decreeing the cross-appeal was that 
defendant No. 1 was a tenure-holder and 
that the plaintiffs had no raiyati interest in 
the lands in suit. 

With regard to the finding as to plots Nos. 
347, 348 and 482 the plaintiffs have not 
taken any objection before me and the finding 
that these plots do not belong to the plain- 
tiffs is conclusive and final. The only griev- 
ance that the plaintiffs have in second' 
appeal is that the learned Subordinate Judge 
has made a decree declaring that the plaint- 
iffs are net raiyats of the land at all. As this 
declaration will be res judicata they desire 
that the learned Subordinate Judge’s decree 
should be corrected and the Munsif’s deoree 
restored. The point of law taken by the 
learned Vakil for the plaintiffs before me is 
that the whole suit having been dismissed 
by the Munsif, it was not competent to 
defendant No. 1 who was the successful 
party to prefer either an appeal or a cross- 
appeal, and it is observed that the Code 
only allows appeals against decrees; it allows 
no appeal against a 6nding so that if the 
deoree of the Munsif was in favour of • 
defendant, the finding as to the plaintiffs’ 
tenancy under the defendant must be treated 
as merely obiter and could not be attacked 
in appeal. Now it is quite clear that although 
the learned Munsif’s deoree is expressed in 
very general terms, it must be construed as 
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a decree refusing the reliefs prayed for in 
the plaint and which have been set out in 
full in the opening paragraphs of the decree. 
Oi.e of these reliefs, as has already been 
shown, was for a declaration that the plaintiffs 
were not the tenants of defendant No. 1 
and a distinct and specific issue was framed 
for the purpose of determining this ques- 
tion. The learned Munsif decided the 
question against the plaintiffs and held 
that they were raiyats of defendant No. 1. 
The decree of dismissal, therefore, must be 
construed as involving the declaration that 
the plaintiffs were the raiyats of defendant 
No. 1. Now admittedly the defendant No. 1 
is aggrieved by such a declaration and, 
therefore, he had the right tc attack by 
oross-appe il that part of the decree. He 
might also without having preferred a cross 
appeal have supported the decree of the 
Mnnsif by filing a cross-objection again U 
the finding as to the tenancy of the plaintiff* 
and by satisfying the Subordinate Judge 
that that finding was wrong. But the 

defendant cho39 to prefer a cross-appeal and 
there was no obstacle in law to his doing 
so. It is not really necessary for the 
purposes of this second appeal to go into 
the question whether or not the finding of 
the Munsif as to tho tenancy of the plaintiffs 
under defenda'.t No. I would iiave boon res 
jnl'cita in any event and whether the learned 
Vakil for the appellants is right in contending 
that it would not have been res judicata if 
the Subordinate Judge had not embodied 
that finding in his decree. Reliance in this 
connection is placed upon Jamaitunnissi v. 
fjutfunnissa (I) and Run Bahadur Singhv. Bucko 
Koer (2). No doubt these cases are authority 
for the proposition that where a particular 
finding is not necessary for the purposes 
of the decree made by the Court, then 
that finding must be treated as an obiter 
dictum lout that is not the case here. Here 
the declaration that the plaintiffs are the 
raiyats of the defendants, was one of the 
main reliefs of the suit and the dismissal 
of the suit means that that declaration 
has been refused by the Munsif and the 
finding that the plaintiffs were the tenants 

(1) 7 A. 600; A. \Y. N. (1835) 80; 4 Iml. Deo. 
(n. 8.) 657. 

(2) 11 C. 801; 12 [. A. 22; 1 Snr. 1*. C. .1. 602; 0 
Ind. Jur. 202; 5 iml. Dec. (n. >.) 060 (1\ C.). 


of defendant No. 1 was a vital and integral 
part of the decree. If it were necessary to 
decide this point, my opinion would be that 
the finding is res judicata , apart from the 
fact that the Subordinate Judge's order 
is now definitely incorporated into the 
decree. 

The appeal, therefore, fails and is dismiss- 
ed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed . 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1154 ok 1913. 

April 30, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Soott-Smith and 
Mr. Justice Broadway. 

PHARAYA MAL and another — Defendants 

— Appellants 
versus 

1LAHI BAKHSH and another — Plaintiffs, 

MUHAMMAD HUSSAIN — Defendant 

— Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908), ss. 100, 101 — 
Finding of fact grossly erroneous — Appeal , second^ 
whether maintainable —Punjab Courts Act (IU of 
1911), s. 41. 

Tho High Court has no jurisdiction to entertain a 
second appeal on the ground of an erroneous finding 
of fact, howevor gross or inexcusable the error may 
sooin to be. [p. 774, col. 2. 3 

Durga Chowdhrani v. Jewahir Singh Chowdhri , 18 
C. 23; 17 1 A. 122; 5 Sar. P. C. J. 560; 9 Ind. Doo. 
(n. s ) 16, followed. 

Where in a suit for pre-emption the lower Appellate 
Court found that a portion of tho consideration stated 
in the sale-deed was fictitious and that tho price 
had not been fixed in good faith, the finding being 
based on the evidence of the vendee produced by the 
plaintiff as well as certain books of account; 

Held, that the Chief Court was precluded from 
disturbing this finding in second appeal, even though 
the correctness of the lower Appellate Court’s conclu- 
sions was open to doubt, [p. 774, col. 2.] 

Second appeal from the decree of the 
Divisional Judge, Gujranwala Division at 
Lahore, dated the 15th Maroh 1913, varying 
that of the District Judge, Multan, dated 
the 19th December 1911, decreeing olaim 
on payment of Ra. 9,000. 

FACTS of the case are given in sufficient 
detail in the judgment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Muhammad Shall , K • B., 
for the Respondents, raised the preliminary 
objection that the questiou involved was a pure 
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question of fact and that the finding of the v £j Mr. Sheo Narain , in reply. — A finding 
lower Appellate Court being final, no second based on no evidence is no finding in law and 


appeal lay. 

The Hon’ble Pandit Sheo Narain , R. B, f 
for the Appellants. —The finding of the lo^er 
Appellate Court is based on no evidence 
whatever and can be upset in second appeal. 
Harendra Lai Roy v. Hari Dasi Debi ( L ). The 
Court has arbitrarily disallowed certain 
items, there is no evidence of the return of 
the purchase money and the Local Commis- 
sioner rejected our evidence on no grounds. 
It is enough if the price was fixed in good 
faith. The phrase “good faith” has in the 
new Act been retained only a9 regards the 
fixing of the price and not with regard to 
payment. Ellis’s Law of Pre-emption 
in the Punjab, Edition I, page 352. The 
Court has applied a wrong ratio decidendi and 
its finding is perverse. 

Mr. Muhammad Shaft . —The* appellant’s 
argument amounts to this that the find- 
ing is based on no evidence and, therefore, 
it is grossly erroneous. That is no ground 
for second appeal, Vurga Ghowdhrani v. 
Je'vahir Singh Ghowdhri (2). The suit was 
instituted in 1911 and is, therefore, governed 
by the Act of 1905. The onus is on the 
vendee to prove that the price was fixed or 
paid in good faith. 

[ScOTT-Smitr, J. — Do you mean to say that 
if the vendee has a charge on the land he 
must prove everything even after a long 
time?] 

Yes, because it is a matter between the 
vendor and the vendee and not between the 
pre emptor and the vendee. Gulab v. Ram 
Singh (3). 

£ Scott- Smith, J. — It does not appear that 
the lower Appellate Court has considered all 
the evidence on the record. Its finding is 
perverse.] 

Even if so, the Privy Council ruling 
i 9 clear and this Court a9 a Court of second 
appeal has no jurisdiction to disturb that 

finding. 

(1) 22 Inch Cas. 637; C. 972; 27 M. L. .T. 80; 
(1914) M. VV. N. 462; 16 M. L. T. 6; 18 C. W. N. 817; 
19 C. L, J. 484; 1 L. \V. 1050; 16 Bom. L. R. 400; 12 

A. L. J. 774 (P- C.). 

(2) 18 C. 23 afc p. 30; 17 I. A. 122; 5 Sar. P. C. J. 
560; 9 Tnd. Dec (n. s.) 16. 

(3) 102 P. 3. 1890. 


is liable to be set aside even in second 
appeal. 

[Scott-Smith, J. — The onus was on your 
client. How is it a case of no evidence?] 

Where there are deeds of a prior date 
what is sold is the equity of redemption. 
The deciding factor is the time that elapses 
between the prior charge and the sale. The 
standing charge ought to be accepted as 
such and accounted for. 

JUDGMENT. — On the 14th of August 
1910 one Muhammad Hussain sold the 
property in suit to LalChandand Pharaya 
Mai for Rs. 9,000. On the 14th of Janu- 
ary 1911, the plaintiffsrespor.dents Ilahi 
Bakhsh and Murad Bakhsh instituted a 
suit for possession of the said land by pre- 
emption, alleging that the price as shown 
in the sale-deed was not fixed or paid in 
good faith. The consideration was made up 
as follows : — 

1. Rs. 2,100 for a previous mortgage deed 
with possession of the land in suit. 

2. Rs. 5,10 4-0 for interest on No. 1 and 
cost of improvements. 

3. Rs. 800 due on a mortgageof Khakara- 
wala well in favour of Pharaya Mai, vendee, 
and one Sohara Mai. 

4. Rs. 469-12-0 on account of a deoree 
against the vendor and in favour of a 
certain Pharaya (Bhambri). [in the sale- 
deed it is stated that the decree-holder 
is really Pharaya Mai, vendee, but this 
appears to be a mistake.] 

5. Rs. 3,050 for a decree in favour of Lai 
Chand, vendee, and the widow of Sohara Mai, 

6. Rs. 170 due to Ilahi Bakhsh a- d 
Khuda Bakhsh tenants of the vendor, 
which debt is undertaken by Pharaya Mai, 
vendee. 

7. Rs. 125 paid in cash. 

8. Rs. 125 for stamp and other deed 
expenses. 

9. Rs. 1,650 paid in cash before the 
Sub-Registrar. 

The Trial Judge held that out of 
this Rs. 9 000, Rs. 7,530 had been paid 
in cash, the balance <-f the consider- 
ation money being made up of interest 
payable on the moneys actually paid. He 
accordingly decreed the suit on payment of 

Rs. 9,000. 
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On appeal by the plaintiffs to the Divisional 
Judge it was held that, as a matter 
of fact, out of Rs. 9,000 only 5,016-4-0 had 
been paid in cash. Of the balance it was 
held that Rs. 1,700 had been fictitiously 
entered and the balance consisted of interest. 
Both the lower Courts held that the market 
value of the property was Rs. 6,000, and 
the learned Divisional Judge, therefore, 
granted the plaintiffs a decree for pre- 
emption on payment of Rs. 6,000. Against 
this decree the defendants-appellants, vendees, 
have preferred this second appeal through 
Mr. Sheo Narain, and we have heard 
Mr. Shafi on behalf of the plaintiffs re- 
spondents. 

Mr. Shafi urged that inasmuch as the 
learned Divisional Judge had held that 
. Rs. 1,700 out of the consideration stated in 
the deed was fictitious, and that the price 
had not been fixed in good faith, this was 
a finding of fact which could not be dis- 
turbed on second appeal, and we were re- 
ferred to Dnrga Chmvdhrani v. Jeivahir 
Singh (2). Mr. Sheo Narain contended that 
Iiarendra Lai Roy v. I lari Dasi Debi (1) 
applied and that where findings have been 
arrived at on no evidence they could be chal- 
lenged on second appeal, and he endeavoured 
to show us that there was no evidence to 
support the finding with regard to this 
sum of Rs. 1,700. This sum is made up 
of two items — of Rs. 700 and Rs. 1,000 
respectively. With regard to the item of 
Rs. 700 which forms a part of item No. 1 
[Rs. 2,100], the learned Divisional Judge 
holds that inasmuch as there is no receipt from 
the vendor and no evidence that this sum 
was actually paid, it must be regarded as 
fictitious. With regard to the item of 
Rs. 1,000, it was admitted that this sum was 
actually paid in cash before the Sub- 
Registrar. The onus of proving that this 
sum had been subsequently returned clearly 
lay on the plaint iffs-respondents. Gttlab v. 
Ram Singh (3). 

Mr. Shafi urged that the evidence of 
the vendee, who was put into the witness- 
box by the plaintiff, clearly shows that 
this sum of money could not possibly have 
been paid by Pharaya, who is alleged to 
have made the payment. The learned 
Divisional Judge has considered this evi- 
dence as well as the account books produced 


by Pharaya and Lai Chand, and on this 
evidence has held that it was impossible 
for Pharaya to have paid this money. In 
Durga Chowdhurani v. Jeivahir Singh (2) 
their Lordships of the Privy Council held 
that there is not jurisdiction to entertain 
a second appeal on the ground of an 
erroneous finding of fact, however gross or 
inexcusable the error may seem to be. 
Even if we felt inclined to doubt the 
correctness of the conclusions arrived at by 
the learned Divisional Judge on this evi- 
dence, it seems clear that we are pre- 
cluded from disturbing bis finding in a 
second appeal. In these circumstances it 
follows that the finding that the price in the 
sale-deed was not fixed in good faith is 
one that oannot be challenged in second 
appeal and we, therefore, reject this appeal 
with oosts. 

Appeal rejected . 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Letters Patent Appeal No. 47 of 1917. 

June 6, 1917. 

Present : — Sir Edward Chamier. Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Mullick. 

Sheikh GOWHER ALT — Appellant 

versus 

Sheikh ENAYAT ALI — Respondent. 

Bengal Tenancy Act (VIII D. C. of 1885), Sch. Ill, 
Art. 3, applicability of — Pispossession of tenant by 
landlord ns auction-purchaser of jote — Su»7 to recowr 
posse ssion — L i m ita t i o n . 

Articlo 3 of Schedule III of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act applies to a suit by a tenant to recover pos- 
session of the holding from the landlord, whether 
the dispossession of the tenant was by the landlord 
in his capacity of landlord or that of an auotiou- 
purchasor of the jote. [p. 775, col. 1.] 

Letters Patent Appeal against the deci- 
sion of Mr. Justice Atkinson, dated the 
5th February 1917, reported as 38 Ind. Cas. 
777, confirming that of the Subordinate 
Judge, Purnea, dated the 30th November 
1914, reversing that of the Additional 
Munsif, Purnea, dated the 10th April 1913. 

Mr. Lalmohan Ganguli , forth© Appellant. 

Mr. Muhammad Mustafa Khan , for the 
Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Chamier, C. J. — The only question in this 
appeal is whether the suit is governed hy 
the provisions of Article 3, part I, Sohedqle 


Vol. XL] 

NANAK CHAND V. LACHBMAN DAS. 


INDIAN 0ABE8, 


775 


III of the Bengal Tenancy Act, which pro- 
vides a period of two years for a suit to 
recover possession of land claimed by the 
plaintiff as an occupancy raiyat or under- 
raiyat. The two years are to run from the 
date of dispossession. The facts found are 
that the plaintiffs are tenants of an area 
of about 51 bighas. The defendant owns a 
12-annas 6-pies share as a co-sharer malik 
of the village. The plaintiffs’ case was that 
at the survey proceedings the defendant 
got his name entered as milkdar in respect 
of the land in question, suppressing the 
fact that the plaintiffs were raiyats of the land. 
The Settlement Authorities entered the land 
as being in khas possession of, the defendant. 
The plaintiffs state that on the strength of 
the entry madejby the Settlement Authorities, 
the defendant ejected them from their jote. 
It has been found that the suit was brought 
about seven years after the date on which 
the plaintiffs were dispossessed. The con- 
tention is that the special period Qf limita- 
tion provided by the Bengal Tenancy Act 
does not apply, inasmuch as the defendant 
when dispossessing the plaintiffs was not 
aoting .in the capacity of landlord The 
Court of first appeal assumed that the suit 
was governed by the 12 years’ rule of limita- 
tion and did not consider the question in what 
capaoity the defendant had ejected the 
plaintiffs. The learned Judge of this Court 
before whom the case came held that the de- 
fendant, when dispossessing the plaintiffs, was 
acting as purchaser of the jite right There 
appears to be no direct evidence of this but 
whether it was so or not, I am of opinion 
that the suit is governed by the two years’ 
rule of limitation. The same question arose 
in Letters Patent Appeal No. 53 of 1916 
\_Kunti Dai v. Jharu Lai Das Mazumdar (1)] 
and we then held that Article 3 of Schedule 
III to the Bengal Tenancy Act applied to a 
case of this kind, whether the landlord when 
dispossessing the raiyat acted in the capacity 
of landlord or not. In my opinion the pre- 
sent case is covered by the decision in the 
case cited and, therefore, this suit should 
have been dismissed. I would allow this 
appeal, set aside the judgment of the learned 
Judge of this Court and of the Court of 
first appeal and restore, the decision of the 

(1) 40 Ind. Ca 9. 907 lvf™\ 2 P- L, W- 16; (1917) 
Pat. 247. 

M , 


Court of first instance with costs of both 
hearings in this Court and in the lower Appel- 
late Court. 

Mullick, J. — I agree. 

Appeal allowed . 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 2139 of 1913. 

April 4, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Scott-Smith and 
Mr. Justice Broadway. 

NANAK CHAND — Plaintiff — 

Appellant 

versus 

LACHHMAN DAS — Defendant — 

Respondent. 

Hindu Lai t — Joint family — Partition — Presumption 
— Burden of proof— Assignment of property to different 
sons for business purposes , effect of— Property acquired 
by member from nucleus of family property , nature of 

Acquisition in name of one member , whether exclusion 

— Suit for partition — Hotch pot. 

Where a Hindu family has been found to be joint 
at a certain date the presumption is that it con- 
tinues to be joint, and the onus of proving that there 
was a partition or separation subsequent to that date 
is on the person who alleges it. [p. 777, col. 2.] 

The mere assignment by the father of certain pro- 
perty to his sons to enable them to start in business 
on their own account has not the same effect as a 
formal partition of the joint property, [p. 779, col. 1.] 
Where a family is joint and there is a nucleus from 
which property may be acquired, the presump- 
tion is that property acquired by any member is 
joint property and the onus of proving that it is self- 
acquired is on those who allege it. [p. 777, col. 2; p 
77*, col. 1.] 

Pran Kristo Mojoomdar y. Sreemutty Bhageemtee 
Gooptia , 20 W. R. 158, followed. 

The mere fact that any particular acquisition is in 
the name of one or more of the brothers does not 
warrant the assumption that it is the exclusive 
acquisition of the person or persons named and not 
of the whole of the joint family [p. 778, col. 1.] 

Sham Das v. Pohlo Ram , 18 Ind. Cas. 604; IS P. W 
R. 1913; 24 P. R. 1913; 16 P. L. R. 1912 Sup., followed. 

In a suit for possession of joint family property by 
partition, it appeared that R. the deceased father of 
the parties had three sons, one of whom had received a 
share of the property and executed a deed renounc- 
ing all further claim thereto on the 25th April 1886 
Subsequently R. and his other two son s continued to liv 
together, but some years before 1895 R. gave a house , 
a shop and some moveable property to the plaintiff 
who thereafter lived separately and conducted a 
separate business. On the 29th October 1896 R. 
executed a Will in which after reciting these facts he 
bequeathed all his remaining property to the defend- 
ant who was then in possession. On the 4th April 
1896 the plaintiff sued for a declaration to the effect 
that this Will should not affect his rights of inherit- 
ance in the property to the extent of a half share. 
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This suit was decreed as it was held that there 
had been no formal partition or separation of the 
plaintiff from the family and lie was not, therefore, 
hound by the terms of the Will. The plaintiff 
brought this suit for possession of his share: 

Held , (l) that the family having been found in 
the earlier suit to be joint and there being no formal 
partition thereafter, all property acquired by the 
defendant out of the original nucleus of ancestral 
property was joint family property, as also was the 
property in the possession of the plaintiff which 
must be brought into hotch-pot at the time of the 
partition; [p. 778, col. 2; p. 779, col. 1.] 

(2) that the plaintiff was entitled to a half share 
in all the family property which was in the defend- 
ant’s possession as well as in his own possession, [p. 

779, col. 1.] 

First appeal from the decree of the 
Subordinate Judge, 1st Class, Sialkut, 
dated the 3 1 at March 1913, decreeing the 
claim in part. 

'Mr. Gokal Chand Narang , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Mr. 0. Kirkpatrick , Kan war Dalip 

Singh and Rai Sahib Lala Mod Sagar % for 

the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT, — In the suit out of which 
this appeal arises the plaintiff, Nanak 
Chand, sued for possession by partition of 
one half of certain property, moveable and 
immoveable, specified in the plaint, said 
to have left by his and defendant's father 
Ralla Shah, who died on the 18th Novem- 
ber 1908. Laohhman Das, defendant, was 
said to be in possession of all the pro- 
perty left by Ralla Shah. The plaintiff 
admitted that he had a house and a shop 
out of the anoestral property and he 
included them in the claim. Ralla Shah 
deceased had three sons, R\m, Nanak 
Chand and Laohhman Das. Ram admittedly 
reoeived a share of his father’s property 
and executed a deed renouncing all further 
claim thereto on the 25th April 1S86. 
Subsequently Ralla Shah and his other two 
sons, the present parties, continued to live to- 
gether as a joint family, but some years 
before 1895 Ralla Shah gave a house and a 
shop and some moveable property to Nanak 
Chand plaintiff, who thereafter lived 
separately and conducted a separate busi- 
ness. Laohhman Das continued to live 
with his father. On the 29th October 
1895 Ralla Shah executed a Will, which 
will be found on page 9 of the printed 
paper book, in which he recited that he 
had separated off his sons Ram Chand 
ftnd Nanak Chand previously and that 


sinoe then all the three sons had been 
carrying on separate businesses, and that 
at the time of the separation he had kept 
with himself Rs. 1,200 in cash besides 
certain outstanding debts and houses. He 
then went on to say that he bequeathed 
all this property to his son Laohhman 
Das, who was living with him and render- 
ing him servioes. 

On the 4th April 1896 Nanak Chand 
brought a suit against Ralla Shah and 
Lachhmin Das, in whioh he asked for a 
declaration to the effect that the Will 
above mentioned should not affeot hi9 rights 
of inheritance in the property to the extent 
of a half share. This suit was tried by 
the Distriot Judge of Sialkot, who held 
that some eight years prior to the Will 
Ralla Shah had separated off Nanak Chand 
and had given him an adequate share of 
the family property and that Ralla Shah 
had authority to dispose of the property 
whioh he had kept with himself in any 
way he ohose. The suit was accordingly 
dismissed. The Divisional Judge upheld 
the finding of the first Court and upon 
this Nanak Chand filed a further appeal in 
this Court. The judgment i9 printed at 
pages 13 to 16 of the paper- book. We ex- 
tract the following portions from it: — 

“ On the whole, we are disposed to be- 
lieve that a considerable nucleus of pro- 
perty came from Jiwan Shah, father of 
Ralla Shah, and what Ralla Shah subse- 
quently acquired by utilizing the inoome of 
this nucleus must be treated as anoestral 
and not as self-acquired property. The 
rule a9 to equal distribution of anoestral 
property on occasions of partition by the 
father or after his death according to 
Mitakshara Law is to be found in 9eotion 
488 of Mayne’s Hindu Law, 6th Edition. 
According to it Ralla Shah had no power 
to make any unequal distribution amongst 
undivided sons, a9 he might have done in 
a case of self acquired property ** 

With reference to the evidence discussed 
above and the interpretation we put on 
it, we consider that the defend snta 
have not succeeded in rebutting the pre- 
sumption as to jointness of property after 
Ram’s separation whioh they admit, and 
qre unable to (re^t th^ as a oaae of ^ 
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family having beoome dissolved and after- 
wards re-united.” 

* * # * * 

“ We hold, then, that the suit, as brought, 
lies and that on the record there is no 
sufficient proof that a formal partition or 
separation of plaintiff from the family was 
ever made and consequently he ought not 
to be held bound by the terms of the Will 
of 29th October 1895, to which Ralla 
Shah, defendant, has still expressed his 
adherenoe, the property being treated by 
us as anoestral. 

“in this view of the case we accept the 
appeal and grant plaintiff a decree as prayed 
for with costs throughout.” 

The judgment is dated the 24th February 
1902. We start then with the propositions 
that Ralla Shah and the parties to the 
present suit formed a joint Hindu family, 
that there was a nucleus of anoestral pro- 
perty, that, therefore, all the property ac- 
quired by Ralla Shah must be treated as 
ancestral property, that Ralla Shah some 
years before 1895 allotted separate property 
to each of his sons and that thereafter 
they lived separately and conducted separate 
businesses, but that there was no formal 
partition of the joint family property prior 
to the date of the Chief Court judgment 
of the 24th February 1902, 

Now what the lower Court has held is 
that there was a partial partition. In its 
judgment at page 145, line 26 of the 
paper book, the lower Court says: It is 

quite clear from the said wording (of the 
Will) that the property then in question 
was wholly ancestral and that the rest 
of the property was separately given by 
Ralla Shah to his sons according to 
proportionate shares.” By this the Court 
means that there was a partition of the 
whole of the property with the exception 
of that mentioned in the Will. Now there 
is no doubt that the members of a joint 
Hindu family can agree among themselves 
to make a partition of part of the joint 
family property and to keep another part 
of it as joint, but it was distinctly found 
by this Court in the previous case that 
there had been no formal partition of any 
of the joint family property. The mere 
allotment by Ralla Shah of some pro- 
perty to one son and .another property to 
another^ in .order tb*t they might conduct 


separate businesses did not amount to a 
partial partition of the ancestral property. 
It, therefore, seems to us that the lower 
Court’s view that there was a partial parti- 
tion is opposed to the finding of this Court 
in the previous case. It follows from the 
latter that all the property in the possession 
of the parties and of Ralla Shah at the time 
of the previous suit must be considered to 
be joint family property, which was acquired 
from the original nucleus of anoestral pro- 
perty. The first Court, in accordance with 
the view it took of the case, with certain 
small modifications which we need not here 
refer to, gave the plaintiff a decree for a 

half share of the property referred to in the 
Will made by Ralla Shah in 1895. From 
this decree the plaintiff has appealed 
and the defendant has filed a cross appeal in 
regard to a sum of Rs. 1,300 which has been 
decreed to the plaintiff. 

It has been argued by Mr. G. C. Narang on 
behalf of the plaintiff-appellant that as the 
parties formed a joint Hindu family in 1902, 
the presumption of law is that the family 
continued joint unless it is shewn to have 
become divided since that date. In support 
of this proposition he referred to Mulla’s 
Principles of Hindu Law, page 185, 
Naragunty Lutchmeedavamah v. Vengama 
Naidoo (1), Dhurm Das Pandey v. Musammat 
Shama Soondri Dibiah( 2) and Musammat Ohee - 
tha v. Baboo Miheen Lall( 3). These authorities 
support the argument advanced by Mr. 
Narang and Mr. Kirkpatrick has nothing 
to say to the contrary. As then the 
family was held to be a joint family in 
)902, the presumption is that it continued to 
be joint and the onus was upon the defend- 
ant to prove that there was a partition or 
separation subsequent to that time. It is 
contended by plaintiff’s Counsel, and we 
think rightly, that the lower Court has 
improperly considered that the onus was 
upon the plaintiff to shew what ancestral 
property was left by Ralla Shah. In Pran 
Kristo Mojoomdar v. Sreemutty Bhageerutee 
Gooptia (4) it is laid down that where a family 
is joint, and there is a nucleus from which 

(1) 9 M. I A. 66; 1 W. R. (P. C.) 30; 1 Suth P C J 

460; 1 Sar. P. C. J. 826; 19 E.R. 666. ' * ’ 

(2) 3 M. I. A. 229; 6 W. R. (P. C ) 43; I Sar P C J 

271; 1 Suth. P. C. J 147; 18 E.R. 484. ’ * 

(3) 11 M. I. A. 369; 2 Sar. P. C. J. 303; 20 E R 

140. „ ** 

(4) 2C Yf. R. 158. 
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property may be acquired, the presumption is 
that property acquired by any member is joint 
property, and the onus is with those who 
allege that it is self-acquired. In Sham Das 
V. Pohlo Ram (5) it was pointed out that 
the mere fact that any particular acquisi- 
tion is in the name of one or more of the 
brothers does not warrant the assumption 
that it is the exclusive acquisition of the 
person or persons named and not of the whole 
of the joint family. Mr. Kirkpatrick has 

argued that the family remained joint as to 

the property mentioned in the Will and was 
separated as to the other property which had 
been given to them by their father. The 
Chief Court judgment in the previous oase, 
however, stands in the way of such a view, for 
there it was distinctly held that there 
had been no formal partition. As already 
pointed out by us, the mere assignment by 
the father of certain property to his sons to 
enable them to start in business on their 
own account has not the same effect as a 
formal partition of the joint property. 

Turning now to the evidence produced in 
the present case, we find that the plaintiff 
produced evidence to shew that Ralla Shah 
died possessed of a large amount of property 
valued by the witnesses at forty or fifty 
thousand rupees, that he used to live with 
Lachhman Das, the defendant, and that there 
was never any formal partition of the joint 
propei ty. Laohhnmn Das has himself 
admitted that he used to take care of his 
father and supply him with food. There is 
no doubt that all the property that Ralla 
Shah died possessed of came into the posses- 
sion of the defendant. The defendant’s 
evidence was to the effect that the parties 
lived and carried on business separately and 
that defendant acquired various properties in 
his own name. The witnesses, however, for 
the most part distinctly state that they know 
nothing about any division of the property. 
Any evidence as to separation which has been 
given obviously refers to what took place 
prior to the previous suit. See in this connec- 
tion the evidence of Nilml Clmnd at page 58 
of the paper-book where he says that after 
the separation, Nanak Clmnd refused to 
execute a deed of relinquishment. This 
fact was releriel to by this Court in its 

iG) lHTnd. Cas. 004; 18 1\ W. It. 1018; l 4 1\ K. 
J0I8; 10 1\ L. It. 1012 Sup. 


judgment in the previous oase and was one 
of the grounds for its decision that there 
had been no formal separation. There is no 
doubt that a number of deeds have been exe- 
cuted in Laohhman Das’s name, but as 
pointed out in Sham, Das v. Pohlo Ram (5), 
this- fact alone does not prove that the pro- 
perty acquired by those deeds is the exclu- 
sive acquisition of Lachhman Das. Prior 
to the previous suit each of the present 
parties had received a certain amount of 
ancestral property and working with that as 
a nucleus acquired other property, all of 
which must, in our opinion, b§ considered, in 
accordance with the authorities, to be joint 
family property unless it is shewn that there 
was a subsequent separation. After the 
deoision in the previous 9uit the parties con- 
tinued to live separately and to oonduat 
separate businesses, but there is absolutely 
no evidence that there was any formal parti- 
tion between them. 

Our conclusions then are as follows: — 

(1) Ralla Shah and his three sons con- 
stituted a joint Hindu family. 

(2) One of the sons, Ram, was finally 
separated off in the year 1883 and executed 
a deed of relinquishment. 

(3) After this Ralla Shah and the present 
parties continued to be a joint Hindu 
family. 

(4) Some years before 1893 Ralla Shah 
gave Nanak Chand a separate house to live 
in, a shop to carry on business therein and 
some moveable property and thereafter 
Nanak Chand lived and conducted business 
separately from his father and Laohhman 
Das. Lachhman Da9 continued to live with 
his father. 

(5) In 1895 Ralla Shah exeouted a Will 
by which he bequeathed certain property to 
Lachhman Das. 

(b) In a suit brought by Nanak Chand 
this Court held in 1902 that the Will *as 
invalid and that there had been no formal 
partition between the parties. 

(7) Since that time the parties have con- 
tinued to live and to transact business sepa- 
rately. Lrohhman Das prospered and ac- 
quired a good deal of immoveable property, 
many deeds being executed in his name. 
Ther.» w\s, however, no formal partition even 
after .902 and, therefore, all the property 
acquired by Laohhman Das out of the ori^i* 
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nal nucleus of. ancestral property which he 
received must be held to be joint family pro- 
perty. Similarly all the property in the 
possession of the plaintiff is joint family pro- 
perty and must be brought into hotch-pot 
at the time of partition. 

(8) The plaintiff is, therefore, now entitled 
to a half share in all the family property, 
both that in the defendant’s possession and 
that in his own possession. 

We, therefore, accept the plaintiff’s appeal 
and setting aside the order of the lower 
Court give him a preliminary decree for pos- 
session by partition of a half share of all the 
property, moveable and immoveable, in pos- 
session of both the parties and of Ralla 
Shah at the time of the latter’s death. The 
lower Court will now proceed to ascertain 
exactly what this property is and will pass 
a final decree dividing the property between 
the parties. Jf any mortgages have been 
redeemed or property sold by either party, the 
amounts realized must be ascertained and 
taken into account. 

As regards defendant’s appeal we 
do not approve of the lower Court’s 
method of arriving at its finding 
that Ralla Shah must have had some 
Rs. 2,600 cash in his possession at the time 
of his death. Whatever he had when he 
made the Will was probably used by defend- 
ant in the conduct of his business, and was 
part of the nucleus out of which he acquired 
property. The plaintiff had to prove what 
assets were in Ralla Shah’s possession at the 
time of his death, and conjecture cannot 
take the place of proof. In view of our order 
accepting plaintiff’s appeal we must also 
accept that of the defendant; the stamp on 
his appeal will be refunded. 

Plaintiff’s claim is an exaggerated one 
and we, therefore, direct that the parties 
shall bear their own costs in both Courts, 
but the Court-fee due to Government (the 
suit and appeal having been heard in forrna 
pauperis) will he paid by the parties in equal 
shares. 

Appeal accepted. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Civil Appeal No. 132 of 1915. 

December, 22, 1916. 

Presertt: — Just ice Sir William Ayling, Kt., 
and Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 
GOLLA NAGAYYA and others — 
Defendants Nos. 1, 3, 4 and 6 to 14 — 

Appellants 

versus 

THUNUGUNTLA VENKATA SUBBA- 
RAYUDU and others— Plaintiffs and 
Defendant No. 5— Respondents. 

Trust - Trustee f<>r payment to creditors — Transfer oj 
bonds and hook debts to trustee — Accou nfs—Negl igence 
in collection — Duma ye or loss, liability oj trustee lor — 
Mortgagee in possession — Interest, liability to pay — 
Trusts Act (II of 1882), s. 23. 

A trustee, appointed by a person for payment to 
his creditors to whom the debtor transfers bonds 
and book debts for collection and payment as 
aforesaid is bound to realize the amounts due thereon 
with due diligence and is liable for loss caused to his 
appointor by his laches. The trustee should, in that 
event, be debited with the face value of the docu- 
ments and should not be allowed the costs of suit 
incurred by him for his belated enforcement of the 
bonds, [p. 782, col. 1.] 

In the matter of liability for interest, there is a 
difference between a trustee and a mortgagee in 
possession. A mortgagee in possession, as soon as his 
debt is paid off, will be bound to pay interest on any 
money which he may retain thereafter, while the 
liability of a trustee would depend on whether he is 
guilty of a breach of trust, [p. 782, cdI 1] 

Where there has been negligence in the trustee 
and contributory negligence in the debtor who 
appointed him which lias occasioned loss to the 
latter, the trustee should not be charged with 
interest, [p. 7S2, col. 2.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Court of 
the Additional Temporary Subordinate 
Judge, Guntur, in Original Suit No. 10 
of 1914 (Original Suit No. 54 of 1913 on the 

file of the Court of the Temporary Subordi- 
nate Judge of Guntur). 

Mr. T. V. Venkatarama Aiyar , for the 
Appellants. 

Mr. T. Rangachariar (with him Messrs. 
T. Ramachandra Rao and M. Puruslwthama 
Naidu), for the Respondents. 

This appeal and the memorandum of 
objections filed on behalf of the respondents 
Nos. 2 and 3 coming on for hearing on the 
27th July 1916, and the case having 
stood over for consideration till the 28th 
July 1916, the Court delivered the fol- 
lowing 

JUDGMENT. — The plaintiffs who are 
traders got into difficulties in the beginning 
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of 1908 and being unable to pay their 
debts, compounded with their creditors and 
agreed to pay 9 annas in the rupee. They 
paid one 'anna with the aid of two friends 
and arranged with the defendants for the 
payment of the balance amounting to 
Rs. 41,638-2-0. To re-pay this sum, the plaint- 
iffs proposed to transfer to the defendants 
certain immoveable property valued at 

Rs. 9,500, goods valued at Rs. 20,000 and 

certain book-debts and mortgage-debts of 
the value of Rs. 12,13S 2 4, making a 
total of Rs. 46,633-2 0. The defendants 
were not sure that they would be able to 
realise the full value of the moveables 
and debts and also anticipated some difficulty 
in obtaining possession of the goods and 
the immoveable property. They, therefore, 
required the plaintiffs to give security 
for any balance that may remain due 
to them after realising the debts and 
selling the goods and also for any loss 
they might sustain by not being able to 
obtain possession of the moveables and 
immoveables. The plaintiffs agreed to this 
and deposited Rs. 4,000 in cash and en- 
dorsed promissory notes of the value of 
Rs. 2,100 6 9 as security and caused one P. 
Bapanayya to execute a bond for Rs. 2,000 
as additional security. As the defendants 
declined to take the risk of the moveables 
and the debts not realising their full value, 
the plaintiffs in their turn insisted on 
the defendants accounting to them for the 
actual amount realised by the sale of the 
goods and collection of the debts, to which 
the defendants agreed. The transaction 

was carried through by the execution of 
Exhibits I, It and I U by the plaintiffs 
to the defendants and of Exhibit A by 
the defendants to the plaintiff. Exhibits 

I, Hand III are transfers of the moveable 
and immoveable property, the book-debts 

and mortgage debt respectively and Exhibit 
A is the contract of the defendants to 
account to the plaintiffs. Besides these 

P. Bapanayya executed Exhibit XX to 
the defendants at the request of the 
plaintiffs as further sec rity for lls. 2,000 
and this document recites the terms on 
whioh the security of Rs. (>,100 6 9 was 
deposited. Plaintiffs now sue for accounts 
on the covenant contained in Exhibit A. 
The Subordinate Judge in the Court below 
liay taken the accounts and awarded to the 


plaintiffs the sum of Rs. 5,968-7-4 as the 
amount due to them with interest at six 
P9r cent, from the beginning of 1909, when 
he thinks the amount due to the defendants 
had been fully discharged. The defendants 
appeal objecting to the disallowance of 
several items of credit in their favour. 
Before we deal with the items it is necessary 
to dispose of two other points raised by the 
appellants. 

The 6rst i9 this: In taking the accounts, 
the lower Court deducted the value of 
the immoveable property Rs. 9,503 from 
the Rs. 41,638-2 0 found by the defend- 
ants for payment to plaintiffs* creditors, 
thus treating the defendants as owners 
of the immoveable property. The defendants 
contend that this is wrong, and that they 
are only liable to account for the immove- 
able property as trustees and the sura of 
R 9 . 9,500 should not be deduoted from 
the amount due to them. We think the 
lower Court was right in treating the 
defendants as owners of the immoveable 
property and in deducting Rs. 9,500-0-0 
from the amount due to them. Exhibit A 
is quite clear on this point and is in these 
terms: ‘We shall at once re-sell the moveable 
property whioh we purchased from you, 
and we shall add up the 9aldprooeeds 
thereof to the amount that will be realised 
under the transfer deeds which you executed to 
us and if the total amount should exceed the 
amount of the balance after deducting 
Rs. 9,500 0-0 relating to the immoveable pro- 
perty, from Rs. 41,63*- 2-0 which we now paid 
for you, such excess amount and the pro-notes 
of the value of Rs. 2,100 6 9 which you kept 
with us in advance, or the balance of the pro- 
notes (if any amounts should be collected 
under some of the pro-notes), and the cash 
Rs. 4,000 0-0, these items will be accounted 
for.” Exhibit I is in terms a sale of the 
moveable and immoveable properties fora 
sum of Rs. 29,500-0 0. It is only as regards 
moveables ami the debts that the risk of loss 
was undertaken by the plaintiffs and 
security given for the deficiency As to the 
immoveables the sale operated as an im- 
mediate extinguishment of the debt due to 
the defendants of the sum of Rs, 9,500 0 0, 
the value of the immoveables. The 
learned Pleader for the appellants wanted 
to refer to certain subsequent documents 
whioh, he said, showed that was not what 
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the parties intended. We think that Exhibit 
A is quite plain and unambiguous and 
we are not at liberty to qualify or deviate 
from the plain meaning of the document 
by reference to subsequent statements or 
conduct of the parties. We must, therefore, 
disallow this contention. 

The next point argued is that the lower 
Court should have assessed and allowed 
the loss sustained by the defendants o^ing to 
the non-delivery of certain of the immoveable 
properties conveyed to them under Exhibit 
I. The learned Subordinate Judge has 
declined to go into this question and has 
referred the defendants to a separate suit. 
In this, we think he was wrong. It is to 
be observed that the security given by the 
plaintiffs was intended to cover this loss 
also. (See Exhibit .XX.) The decree of 
the Subordinate Judge in effect directs 
the return of their security to the plaintiffs 
freed from the charge of the defendants. 
Now coming to the several items for which 
the defendants claim credit, the first is a 
sura of Rs. 1,000 for commission as stipulated 
in Exhibit A. The plaintiffs contend, and 
their contention has been accepted by the 
lower Court, that this commission of 
Rs. 1,000 is payable only in the event of 

the moveables and the debt3 transferred to 
the defendants realising more than the amount 
for which they were transferred; and as 
admittedly they realised less the defendants 
are not entitled to any commission. The 
language of Exhibit A is not as clear as 
it might be, but we think that on a fair 
construction of Exhibit A, the defendants 
are entitled to the commission claimed. Ex- 
hibit Arecites that the plaintiffs agreed to pay 
Rs. 1,C0C as commission for conducting ‘ all 
these affairs” as for their trouble in selling the 
moveables and realising the debts; their trouble 
would be the same whether they realised 
more or less than their estimated value. It 
cannot be the intention of the parties that 
if the defendants realised one rupee more 
than the estimated value they should get 
the Rs. 1,000, but if they realised one rupee 
less they should lose their commission. The 
commission, it is to be observed, is a fixed 
sum and not a proportion of the excess. We 
allow this item. 

The next item is a sum of Rs. 951 the 
value of goods sold by the 2nd defendant 


to the plaintiff which had not been paid 
for. This sum is admittedly included in 
the debt for which the plaintiffs agreed 
to pay the dividend of 9 annas in the 
rupee. It is said that though the plaint- 
iffs purchased the goods they did not take 
actual delivery. We are not inclined to 
believe this story. The goods were admit- 
tedly weighed and after weigh men t the 
plaintiffs were debited with the price in the 
defendants’ books and the plaintiffs signed 
the entry. The title to the goods passed 
to them and if they did not take actual 
delivery it must have been included in the 
goods transferred to the defendants under 
Exhibit I, for the value of which the defend- 
ants have accounted in this suit. We allow 
this item. 

The next item consists of two sums of 
Rs. 1, 3) and 140 making a total of 
Rs. 1,270. The plaintiffs signed an acknow- 
ledgment of having received these two sums 
from the defendants and expressly stipulated 
that they will re-pay this sum with interest 
if on taking accounts it was found that no 
money was due to them from the defendants. 
The acknowledgment shows that this sum 
was paid for railway and other charges for 
goods, which was not included in the sum 
of Rs, 4 1,000 and odd which the defendants 
undertook to pay on behalf of the plaint- 
iffs. The plaintiffs now say that these two 
sums are really part of the aforesaid 
Rs. 41,000 and odd; in fact their previous ac- 
knowledgment of the receipt of these sums 
for railway charges, etc., is false. We see no 
reason to believe their present story and allow 
this item also. 

The next two items are items of charge 
against the defendants in respectof a mortgage- 
bond and a promissory note transferred to the 
defendants. The defendants did not take any 
steps to realise the sums due till nearly two 
years after the transfer and when they 
sued, the position of the debtor had 
materially changed for the worse. The 
result was the defendants, though they ob- 
tained a decree on the note, have not been 
able to recover anything from the debtor 
and it is said he has now become an in- 
solvent. They have not realised the mort- 
gage either and the security, it is said, is not 
sufficient to pay even a half of the mortgage- 
money. If they had sued soon after the transfer 
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to them, the defendants, as the Judge finds, 
might have realised the whole sum due from 
the mortgagors personally on their covenant. 
In these circumstances we agree with the lower 
Court that they were negligent in realising 
these two debts and were properly charged 
with their value. A distinction was sought 
to be drawn between the mortgage-debt 
which was transferred to the defendants, it 
is said, as trustees and the promissory 
note which was deposited as security, which 
the defendants were not bound to realise and 
which they were entitled to return to the 
plaintiffs in specie. Exhibit A, no doubt, 
gives the defendants liberty to return the 
pro-notes deposited as security, but the docu- 
ment contemplates that the matter should 
be completed in two months. Whether the 
debts were transferred to the defendants 
as trustees or mortgagees, in either case 
they were bound to realise the debts with 
due diligence [Coote on Mortgages, page 
319. Shyam Kumariv , Uivneswar Singh { I)]. 
The lower Court was right in debiting the 
defendants with the face value of the docu- 
ments. The learned Judge was also right 
in not allowing the defendants the costs 
incurred by them in suing on the note. 

The only other question which remains 
is the allowance of interest on the amount 
found due to the plaintiff. Both the parties 
proceeded to .trial in the first Court on 
the footing that the jural relationship bet- 
ween them was that of trustee and beneficiary 
and the same assumption was made in the 
arguments in appeal. Wo are not certain 
that the true relationship was not that of 
mortgagor and mortgagee. The distinction, 
however, is hardly material as regards the 
taking of accounts, though in the matter 
of charging interest it may mako a differ- 
ence. A mortgagee in possession, as 
soon as his debt is paid olf, will be bound 
to pay interest on any money which he 
may retain thereafter, while the liability 
of a trustee would depend on whether ho 
is guilty of a breach of trust [see Wilson 
v. Metcolfc (2), Ashworth v. Lord( 3) and com- 
pare section 23 of the Indian Trusts Act,] 


0) 32 C. 27; 31 !. A. 17(1; SO. W. N. 786; 0 Horn. L. 


It. 704; 8 8a r. P. C. ,1. 688 (l\ V.). 

(2) (1828) 1 Russ. 530; 38 M. R. 

(3) (1887) 36 Ch. 1). 545; 57 L. 
T. 18; 36 W. R. 446. 


204; 25 R. R. 1 28. 
J. Ch. 230; 58 L. 


In this case, however, there were bona fide 
disputes as to the amount payable to the 
defendants and it is far from clear that the 
amounts due to the defendants had been 
paid in the beginning of 1909. The total 
sura found due to the plaintiffs by the 
lower Court was Rs. 5,968-7-4; we have 
now allowed the defendants Rs 3,221 and 
there can be no doubt that there was a 
bona fide dispute as to the liability of the 
defendants with respect to the non- 
realisation of the promissory note and the 
mortgage-debt. If this had been allowed in 
their favour there would have been no 
balance to pay to the plaintiffs. Again 
the defendants were entitled to be paid any 
loss they may have sustained owing to 
the default of the plaintiffs in the delivery of 
possession of the immoveable properties sold 
to the defendants. We, therefore, think that 
the lower Court was wrong in charging 
the defendants with interest. These are our 
conclusions on the various points raised in 
appeal. Before we can dispose of this 
appeal finally we must have a finding from 
the Subordinate Judge’s Court of Guntur on 
the following issue: “Whether the defend- 
ants sustained any loss by the non-delivery 
(if any) of possession of the immoveable 
properties sold under Exhibit I, and if they 
did, what is the amount of the loss.” The 
parties will be at liberty to adduce fresh 
evidence. Finding will be returned in two 
months and seven days will be allowed for 
filing objections. We dismiss the memo- 
randum of objections with eo9ts. 

This appeal coming on for final hearing 
after the return of the finding of the lower 
Court upon the issue referred to it for trial 
by this Court, the Court delivered the 
following 

JUDGMENT. — The finding is that the 
defendants have sustained a loss of 
Rs. 1,943-5-9 on account of non-delivery of 
the immoveable property. We have already 
allowed certain items of claim in favour 
of the defendants. The parties agree that 
on taking the accounts as stated above the 
amount due to the plaintiffs is Rs, 954-11-3. 
The decree of the lower Court will 
be modified and plaintiffs will be entitled 
to Rs. 954-11-3 with iuterest from date of 
plaint and at 6 per cent, till date of deposit 
by the defendants in the lower Court, The 
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parties will pay and receive proportionate 

costs in both Courts. 

Appeal partly allowed ; Decree modified. 

V.R.P. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Letters Patent Appeal No. 123 of 1915. 

April 4, 1917. 

Present : — Sir Lancelot Sanderson, Kt., 
Chief Justice, and Mr. Justice N. R. Chatter jea. 

MOHAMAD UMAR and another — 
Defendants Nos. 1 and 2 — 
Appellants 
versus 

Musammat MAN KOER— Plaintiff 
and others — Defendants — Respondents. 

Hindu Law — Widow, re-marriage of — Forfeiture oj 
property granted for maintenance — Hindu Widows * Re- 
marriage Act {XV of 1856), *. 2, effect of- Construction 
of document — Intention. 

A Hindu widow on her re- marriage, although such 
re-marriage is permissible and legal according to the 
custom of the caste to which she belongs, forfeits her 
interest in the property allotted to her by a family 
arrangement based upon her right to maintenance 
out of the interest which her deceased husband had 
in the ancestral estate, [p. 789, col. 1; p. 790, col. 2.] 
It would make no difference in her position 
whether section 2 of Act XV of 1856 does or does 
not. apply .to. -her case, as that section has, not in- 
troduced any change in the Hindu Law so far as it 
relates to the forfeiture of a widow’s interest on her 
re-marriage, [p. 789, col. 1; p. 790, col. 2.] 

For the purpose of construing a document the Court 
has to look at the whole of the document and con- 
aider all its terms one with the other, and for the 
purpose of ascertaining the intention of the parties 
the Court is also entitled to look at the position 
of affairs at the time when the document was entered 
into and also at the position of the parties who 
executed the document. [p. 787, col. 2.] 

Per Chatter jea, J.—l f the expressions used in a 
deed are capable of two constructions, that construc- 
tion should be adopted which is consistent with the 
law to which the parties are subject, [p 790, col. 1.] 

Letters Patent Appeal against tbe decree 
of Mr. Justice Mullick, dated the 8th July 
1915, in Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 

2661 of 1913. 

FACTS material will appear from the 
following judgment of Mullick, J.: 

“The property in dispute in this suit is a 
house which has admittedly been let to de- 
fendant No. 1 at a rental of Rs. 3 per month. 
It is a part of the estate of Har Lai Bhagat. 
The plaintiff is the widow of Har Lai’s son, 


Kishen Ram, who predeceased his father. Har 
Lai had another son named Thakur Ram, who 
has left a widow named 'Musammat Bifo, and he 
had a daughter named Musammat Ja go, the 
defendant No. 3, who has a son called 
Chamari Lai the defendant No. 4. Defendants 
Nos. 3 and 4 allege that they are the sole 
proprietors by inheritance of the house as 
well as Har Lai’s other properties and by 
a kobala, dated the 24th March 1911, they 
have sold the house to Mohammad Ibrahim 
the defendant No. 2. 

The plaintiff’s case is that, by a family 
arrangement or an ekrarnama , dated the 
19th August 1907, the house was assigned to 
her and that she had received rents for the 
same from defendant No. 2 for the years 
1909-10. In the present suits he claims rent 
for the period between May 1910 and Sep- 
tember 1911 and further asks that as defend- 
ant No. 1 ha 5 *, after service of notice, refused 
to quit, a decree for ejectment may be passed 
in her favour. Defendants Nos. 2 to 4 had 
been impleaded because they are alleged to 
be in collusion with defendant No. 1, it being 
asserted that defendant No. 2 is a benamdar 
of defendant No. 1. The learned Munsif 
found that defendant No. 1 had paid rent to 
the plaintiff for the years 1909 and 1910. It 
was contended before him that by her re- 
marriage the plaintiff had forfeited her 
right to the property in suit, but the learned 
Munsif held, upon the authority of Gajadhar 
v. Kaunsilla (1), that re-marriage by a widow 
who was permitted, by her caste rules, to 
re-marry, did not work a forfeiture. The 
Court declared the plaintiff’s title for life 
but the prayer for ejectment was dismissed 
for want of proof of service of notice. 

On appeal the learned District Judge held 
that the learned Munsif’s view of the law was 
incorrect and that upon the authority of the 
Full Bench decision in the case of Matungini 
Gupta v. Bam Button Roy( 2), the re- marriage 
of the plaintiff caused an absolute forfeiture 
of her estate. He, therefore, dismissed • the 
plaintiff’s suit. The plaintiff now appeals. The 
first point taken bafore me is that the Full 
Bench decision in Matungini Gupta's case (2) 
does not apply to a widow, who is by her caste 
rules permitted to re-marry. It is contended 
that as her case is not covered by the Hindu 

(1) 1 Ind. Cas. 761; 31 A. 161; 6 A. L. J. 107. 

(2) 19 C. 289; 9 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 638. 
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Widows’ Re marriage Aot, the Full Bench 
decision has no application. I think this 
view is correct. But the widow is governed 
by the general provisions of the Hindu Law, 
and the question is whether under these 
provisions the re-marriage causes forfeiture 
of the estate inherited from her deceased 
husband. On this point with the exception of 
an Allahabad case, namely, Gajadhnr v. Kaun- 
silla (1), there is no authority in support of 
the plaintiff. On theotherhand, Ganga Prasud 
Shnhu v. Ramasrey Shahu (3) and Rasul Jchan 
Begum v. Ram Surun $iugh( 4) are authorities 
for the proposition that, under the Hindu Law, 
re-marriage by a widow causes a forfeiture. I 
think, therefore, that if the property in suit 
is the properly of her deceased husband, 
the plaintiff by her re-marriage has lost her 
title to it and her suit fails. But it is argu- 
ed that it is not the property of her deceased 
husband, and that by virtue of the family 
arrangement, an ekrarnama , the plaintiff got 
an absolute title to the property. In reply, 
it is contended by the respondents that the 
ekrarnama merely conferred upon the plaintiff 
the right to draw maintenance by realising 
the rent of the house in suit, and that as 
the plaintiff by her re-marriage has lost her 
right to maintenance, she has also lost her 
title to realise the rent. With regard to 
this it is to bo observed in the first place that 
the ekrarr.uma does not make any mention 
of maintenance. It was executed by the 
plaintiff, defendant No. 3 and Bifo Kuar, under 
the impression that they were all heirs to 
the property of Har Lai. Such an impression 
was not justified by the Hindu Law, for 
under that law defendant No. 3 alone was 
the sole heir. But, however that may be, the 
parties to the ekrarnama seem to have been 
under the impression that they were all 
co-sharers in the properties. If then they, by 
way of family arrangement, agreed to 
assign some property to the plaintiff, it cannot 
be said that the title to that property was 
a charge for maintenance. It also further 
appears that as the valuo of the house was 
lls. 1,‘2(X) and her interest in the property of 
Har Lai was valued at Rs. 73'J, she actually 
paid in cash to defendant No. 3 the balanco 
of Rs. 41 S. This being so, L cannot see upon 
what ground the learned District Judge 


( 3 ) 10 Ind. Cus. (»<.); 13 (\ L. J. fio.X; 3 S C. S(> 2 - 13 

C. W. N.579. 1 

(4) 22 C. 660; 11 Ind. Doc. (n. s.j 302. 
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states that the house in question was given 
to the plaintiff by way of maintenance. Her 
interest seems to be that of an absolute pro- 
prietor. As this finding depends on the con- 
struction of a document which is the basis 
of the plaintiff’s title, it is competent for me 
to set it aside in second appeal. 

It appears, however, that the learned Munsif 
came to the conclusion that the ekrarnama 
conferred upon the plaintiff a title for life 
only, and that the plaintiff did not oross- 
appeal against that finding to the District 
Judge. Although, therefore, I think the 
plaintiff acquired an absolute title to the pro- 
perty, I ought not in second appeal to give 
a declaration to the plaintiff to that effeot. In 
my opinion the house was not assigned to the 
plaintiff as an allowance for maintenance, 
and if that is so, then the question whether 
by the subsequent le marriage sbe lost her 
title to the property, does not arise. But 
even if we admit that the house was given 
for the purpose of maintenance, still she 
cannot be said to have lost her right by 
re- marriage, as the house was not the 
property of her husband. The learned 
Vakil for the respondent relies upon 
those cases in which the widow has been 
held to forfeit her maintenance on proof of 
unchastity. He argues on the principle 
that a widow* on her re-marriage, whether such 
re-marriage i9 allowed by custom or not by 
custom, loses her right to claim maintenance. 
There is no authority in support of the pro- 
position that re- marriage is synonymous with 
unchastity. On the contrary there are obser- 
vations in Gajadhar v. KaunsiUa (1) to slow 
that re- marriage cannot be olassed in the 
same category as unohastity. In these circum- 
stances, the plaintiff is entitled to succeed. 
The decree of the learned District Judge will, 
therefore, be set aside and that of the Munsif 
restored. I do not allow the successful 
appellant before me any costs in this appeal, 
as by not printing the ekrarnama , be has 
caused a great loss of time of this Court, but 
he will get costs in tho lower Courts.’ 1 

Babu Panchauan Ghose, for the Appellant. 

Babu Satya Charan Sinha, for the Respond- 
ents. 

a 

JUDGMENT. 

Sandkkson, C. J. — In this case the suit 
was brought by the plaintiff asking for 
several reliefs, mainly for a declaration that 
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she was entitled to a certain house and for 
possession and for arrears of rent. 

The defendant No. 1 is the tenant of the 
house; defendant No. 2 is a person who 
purchased the house on the 22nd of March 
1911 from the defendants Nos. 3 and 4, the 
daughter and grandson of one Har Lai 
Bhagat. 

The first Court gave the plaintiff a decree 
for arrears of rent only. That Court would 
have awarded a decree for possession of the 
property to the plaintiff but for the fact that 
the requisite notice had not been served. 

The first Appellate Court reversed that 
decision on the ground that the plaintiff had 
obtained whatever right she had to the house 
in question by way of maintenance, and that 
she being a Hindu widow and having 
married again had forfeited that right, and, 
consequently, it gave a decree in favour of 
the defendants. 

Mr. Justice Mullick, sitting alone to hear 
the second appeal, reversed the decision of 
the first Appellate Court and confirmed the 
deoree of the learned Munsif, and he came to 
the conclusion that the interest which the 
plaintiff had in the house was that of an 
absolute proprietor, but that as the plaintiff 
had not appealed from the Munsif’s judg- 
ment her title must be taken to be for 
life only, that she had not obtained her 
interest in that house by way of maintenance 
and that her re-marriage did not con- 
sequently result in forfeiture. As there was 
no cross appeal he could do no more than 
confirm the decree of the first Court. Con- 
sequently, the plaintiff obtained merely a 
deoree for arrears of rent. 

Now, the question which is before us in 
this case depends upon the construction of 
an agreement in writing which was entered 
into on the 19th of August 1907 by three in- 
dividuals the plaintiff, the lady called Musam - 
mat Bifo, and the defendant Musammat 
Jago. For the purpose of construing this 
document it is necessary to consider the 
position of the parties at the time when 
that agreement was made. That position 
was this. One Har Lai Bhagat had died on 
the 16th of April 1906. He had had two 
sons, and one daughter Musammat Jago. 
Both his sons Thakur Ram and Kishen Ram 
died during his lifetime, and he left 
surviving him his daughter Musammat Jago. 

50 


There were also living the widow of Thakur 
Ram, Musammat Bifo, and the widow of the 
second son, Musammat Man Koer, the present 
plaintiff. Apparently, these three women 
after Har Lai’s death were living together 
and had been carrying on a shop which had 
been the joint property of the Hindu family. 
That was the position at the time when this 
agreement was entered into. 

Now, on the one hand, it is alleged on 
behalf of the defendant that the interest of 
the plaintiff in the house in question was 
merely given to her under a family arrange- 
ment, in order that she might maintain her- 
self out of the profits of that house, and that 
consequently when she married again, as 
undoubtedly she did between the dates, the 
19th of August 1907 and the 22nd of March 
1911, the exact date is not ascertained, she 
lost her right to maintenance and, therefore, 
lost all interest in this house. On the other 
hand, stated shortly, the plaintiff’s case is 
that she did not obtain her interest in the 
house by way of maintenance but that under 
a family arrangement she got an absolute 
right in it, and that her interest in the family 
house at all events would subsist as long as 
she, the plaintiff, lived and as long as the 
defendant Musammat Jago lived. 

Now, the agreement came into existence 
in this way: Apparently there was a dispute 
between tbe parties. The exact nature of 
the dispute is not specified, but it is stated 
in the agreement that “Various kinds of 
differences have arisen between us the 
declarants, and there is likelihood of quarrels 
occurring.” Then the agreement recited that 
“this gave rise to the reflection as to what was 
the extent of the property on which there 
were liabilities amounting by accounts to 
Rs. 1,852-8-0, and in case of disputes 
occurring there would be further loss in 
costs of litigation, and eventaally there 
would be no other result besides loss and 
waste of the properties belonging totheestate 
of the late Hara Lai Bhagat alias Hassani 
Bhagat,” Consequently, the parties apparently 
agreed to refer their differences to certain 
arbitrators whose names are stated in the 
agreement, and to abide hy the result of their 
award. The arbitrators made their award 
and this agreement was entered by the three 
declarants, whose nameslhave mentioned for 
the purpose of carrying out (he (ffect of th$ 
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award. Apparently, there were three houses 
of the value of Rs. 3,100 and the stock of 
the shop was of the approximate value of 
Rs. 1,100. The agreement recites that Har 
Lai Bhagat died on the date I have mention- 
ed, leaving himsurviving the three declarants, 
his heirs, so that from the date of his death 
the declarants became and continued to be 
joint possessors of the entire property and 
shop and moveable and immoveable property 
and were carrying on the business of the 
shop. The plaintiff relies upon that part of 
the agreement as well as other parts of it for 
the purpose of showing that this interest whioh 
the plaintiff undoubtedly obtained, whatever 
the extent of it was, was not by way of main- 
tenance of the plaintiff, and she points to 
the word ‘heirs’ in the clause whioh I have 
just read. I shall have to say more about 
it later on. Then it recites that in con- 
sideration of the above reflection it was 
thought advisable for a settlement to 
refer the matter to a panch of fellow- 
castemen and those who are respectable 
and trustworthy, and whatever settle- 
ment they make in respect of the estate, 
shop and liabilities be and do remain 

binding on us the three declarants.” 
Then it reoites that the panch has oorae 
to the conclusion that the value of the 
estate of the deceased person was ascertained 
to amount to Rs. 4,200 and the liabilities 
of the shop were proved to amount to 
Rs. 1,852-8-0. It then proceeds to apportion 
the shares, and I may state it quite general- 
ly. The principle upon which the property 
was to be divided, if I may use that as 
a neutral word for the present, was that 
each was to get a third. The surviving 
daughter was to have possession of the 
more valuable house and was to take over 
the business and the liabilities attached 
thereto and she would have power to 
sell some of the property apportioned to 
her, in order to meet the liabilities. The 
agreement goes on to state that “property 
of the value of Rs. 782-8-0 be given 
to each of the two declarants Musammat 
Bifo and Musammat Man Koer,” these are 
the two daughters- in-law, “so that they 
may maintain themselves from the profits 
of their respective properties and one may 
not have any concern with the other, where- 
by quarrels and animosities may be averted, 

and the ancestral estate of Har Lai Bhagat 


may not be ruined.” That is a portion 
of the agreement upon whioh the defendant 
very strongly relies, because he says it 
shows what the real intention of the parties 
was. He says, this was an ancestral pro- 
perty, and the objeot of the agreement 
was that the ancestral property should not 
be ruined in useless litigation aud that 
the shares whioh the two daughters in law 
were to obtain were for the purpose of 
maintaining themselves without having 
recourse to the daughter, so that friction 
in future might be avoided. ^ 

Then the agreement reoites that the 
ancestor had three houses, one the dwelling- 
house with shop valued at R 9 . 1,800, 

the second house valued at R 9 . 1,200 and 
the third house valued at R 9 . 100 and the 
stock existing in the shop valued at 
Rs. 1,100, of whioh we the declarants have 
all been from the date of the death of the 
said ancestor, and are, joint in possession 
up to the present time, and similarly 
Rs. 1,815-8-0 the liabilities are justly 
ohargeable to and payable by ns three 
declarants.” That is a clause upon which 
the plaintiff’s Vakil strongly relies. He says 
it shows that the three declarants had been 
jointly interested in the property, that they had 
been jointly carrying on the business, that 
they had been treated as in equality and con- 
sequently they were being treated in equality 
in this distribution of the assets, and that 
that being so the clause was not consistent 
with the interest of the plaintiff in the house 
being merely for the purpose of maintenance. 
On the other hand it is urged by the 
defendant that that is a clause whioh does 
not hurt the defendant’s case, because the 
parties had obviously been carrying on the 
business together and this is not a declar- 
ation of their strict liability to debts accord- 
ing to law, but having regard to justice 
and equity, inasmuch as they had been 
carrying on the business together since the 
death of the ancestor, it would be right 
to say that the liabilities were justly 
ohargeable to eaoh of the three declarants. 

Then comes the operative part of the 
agreement. First of all, it begins by saying — 
“Now of our own free-will and aocord 
while sound of mind and understanding 
without coercion, instigation or unlawful 
pressure by anybody, we the deolarants 
have partitioned betwequ qs the properties 
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above mentioned and hereunder described 
according to our respective shares in accord- 
ance with the direction and decision of 
the panches , and we the declarants have 
become separate possessors thereof. From 
this date one of us the declarants has 
not any sort of concern with another of 
ns the declarants nor shall we have any 
in the future. If contrary to this, any of 
the parties take any action or make any 
claim against any of- the parties, that shall 
be altogether invalid and void. We the 
declarants have acquired full right and 
authority in respect of the property appor- 
tioned to us respectively, so that each may 
take whatever she thinks fit and proper 
with respect thereto without consulting 
and without reference to another.” I draw 
attention to those words because they are 
important for the purpose of ascertaining the 
real intention of the parties. Then the last 
clause to which I need refer in this agree 
ment is the 10th clause, which sets out 
the method by which the award of the 
arbitrators is to be carried out, and it says, 
“Of the estate of the said ancestor there 
are three houses of different values, conse- 
quently we have got a house and by refund 
of the excess”, that is an inartistic way of 
expressing the -intention of the parties; I 
understand the meaning of that is, that 
as each of the three ladies was to get a house, 
and the houses being of different values, 
as one of them must get a house more 
valuable than the other, she would have 
to make up the difference in value by 
payment of money to the other or others, 
so that the shares might be equalized. 
“Thus the first house with shop, the value 
of which is approximately Rs. .1,800, and 
the stock existing in the shop, the value 
of which is Rs. 1,100, the aggregate value 
of the house with shop amounting to 
Rs. 2,900 has been taken by me, Musammat 
Jago Kuar, for my rateable share and for 
payment of debts to creditors, so Rs. 265 
the amount which is in excess of my 
Musammat Jago Kuar’s share has been made 
gcod by me in cash to Musammat Bifo 
Kuar, the declarant. Now we the declar- 
ants Nos. 2 and 3 have not and shall not 
have any sort of claim and lien in respect 
of the house aid the properties existing 
in the shop against me Musammat Jagg 


Kuar or my heirs and successors.” That 
deals with the share of the daughter. 

Now, I come to the important part which 
deals with the share of the plaintiff: The 

house of which the approximate value is 
Rs. 1,200 is apportioned to the share of 
me Musammat Man Kuar” (i.e., the present 
plaintiff) and as the share of Musainmat 
Man Kuar amounts to Rs. 782 8-0 and 
the value of the said house is Rs. 1 200, 
so by this calculation I have made 
good Rs. 417-8 0 in cash to Musammat Jago 
Kuar (i.e., the daughter), now we the 
declarants Nos. 1 and 2 have not any claim 
in respect of the said house against Musam- 
mat Man Kuar or her heirs and successors.” 
That, as I have said, is the plaintiff’s share. 
Then comes Bifo’s share: ' The share of me 
Musammat Bifo Kuar amounts to Rs. 782-8-0. 
Consequently 1 have received Rs. 265 
in cash from Musammat Jago Kuar as 
per details.... And I have received R«. 417-8-0 
from Musammat Man Kuar,” That 
must be the particular sum which the 
plaintiff has alleged to have paid to the 
defendant daughter, and which obviously 
by this arrangement passed from the 
defendant daughter to Musammat Bifo, so 
in this way the three shares of these 
ladies were equalized. Then it ooncludos 
by saying: * None of us have any concern 
with any other. If anything be done con- 
trary to this, it shall be altogether invalid 
and void.” 

That is the agreement. 

Now we have to ascertain what was 
the real intention of the parties. There 
is no doubt that for the purpose of con- 
struing the document we have to look at 
the whole of the document- and consider 
all its terms one with the other: and for 
the purpose of ascertaining the intention 
of the parties we are also entitled to look 
at the position of affairs at the time when 
the document was entered into and also 
at the position of the parties who executed 
the document and, having regard to such 
a dooument as this, I cannot do better 
than quote a passage, which was referred 
to this morning, in* the case of Sreemutty 
Soorjeemoney Dossee v. Denobundoo Mullick (5); 

(5) 6 M. I. A. 526 at p. 550; 4 W. R. (P. Q.) 114; 
1 Ind. Jur. (n. s.) 87; 1 Suth. P. C. J. 291; \ gar. P. 
C. J. 583; 1 Boulr. Rep. 228; 19 E. R. 19S. 
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that no doubt refers to a testamentary 
document but, in my opinion, it is equally 
applicable to the construction of an agree- 
ment such as we have now before us. 
The passage is as follows: The Hindu 

Law, no less than the English Law, points 
to the intention as the element by which 
we are to be guided in determining the 
effect of a testamentary disposition; nor, 
so- far as we are aware, is there any 
difference between the one law and the 
other as to the materials from which the 
intention is to be collected.” And in con- 
struing the terms of a document, it has 
been pointed out in the case of Hunooman - 
pprsaud Panday v Musammat Babooee Munraj 
Koonweree (6) that deeds and contracts of 
the people of India ought to be liberally 
construed. The form of expression, the 
literal sense, is not to be so much regarded 
as the real meaning of the parties which 
the transaction discloses.” If any further 
authority were needed, I might refer to the 
case of Srcemutty Rabutty Dossee v. Sib - 
chunder Mullick (7) (which again is reported 
in the same Volume at page 1, the passage 
being at page 23), where it is said by the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council: 
“You must look at the words of the deed 
with reference to the parties who use them, 
and the grant must be consistent with that; 
consistent with the interests of those who 
make the grant.” That being so, I 
have first of all to consider the position 
of the parties: the plaintiff was 
the widow of a man who had been a mem- 
ber of a joint Hindu family governed by the 
Mitakshara Law. Her husband, therefore, 
had an interest in his father’s property 
since he was born and when he died, 
that property of the plaintiff’s husband 
passed to his father subject to his widow’s 
right of maintenance and when the hus- 
band’s father died, as he died in this 
case, leaving the defendant daughter sur- 
viving him, the property passed to the 
defendant daughter again subject to the right 
of the widow to maintenance. 

Now, that being the position of the 
parties, I have to consider what was the 
intention of the parties when this agreement 

(6) 6 M. I. A. 393; 18 W. It. 81 Sevcstro 253 w- 
Suth. P. C. J. 29; 1 Sar. P. C. J. 552; 19 E. R. 147. 

(7) 6 M. J. A. 1? 1 Sar. P. C. J. 4S4; 19 E. R. J. 


was entered into. Having given due 
consideration to the arguments which were 
advanced on the one side and on the 
other, I have come to the conclusion that 
the intention was first of all to get rid 
of what was apparently a constant source 
of friction among the three women living 
together and trying to carry on a joint 
business in the same premises. That was 
the first intention. The second intention 
was that the two daughters-in*law or rather 
the daughter-in-law, the plaintiff, I need 
not say two daughters-in-law, because 
I am only oonoerned with one, the plaintiff, 
should have certain property, in order that 
she might maintain herself out of the 
profits of that property; and this agree- 
ment was entered into upon the basis of 
the plaintiff’s right to maintenance which 
existed in her according to the Hindu Law. 

I think the word “heirs” in this agreement, 
having regard to the other provisions of 
it, was not used in the striot legal sense, 
but rather as a word implying person 
interested in the estate. 

That being the true construction of the 
document, the question then arises did the 
plaintiff by her re marriage forfeit her 
interest in the house ? The position of 
the plaintiff in this respect was this: 
she belonged to a caste which by 
oustom allowed the re-marriage of a widow. 
But that in itself would not prevent her from 
forfeiting her right to maintenance out of 
her deoeased husband’s property, and the 
oase of Rasul Jehan Begum v. Ram Surun 
Singh (4) was referred to, where the head- 
note is to the following effeot: A Hindu 
widow, on re-marriage, forfeits the estate 
inherited from her former husband, although 
according to custom prevailing in her caste, 
a re-marriage is permissible.” That case, it 
is to be noted, deals with the estate whioh 
is inherited by a widow from her former 
husband. This is not a case of inheritance: 
and as I have already pointed out, in my 
opinion, this is an agreement whioh is based 
upon the widow’s right to maintenance which 
is a charge upon the property of her deceased 
husband. It is not disputed that but for 
this agreement she would forfeit that right 
on her re- marriage. 

In my judgment, inasmuch as I have oome 
to the conclusion that this agreement 
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based upon the plaintiff’s right to mainten- 
ance out of her deceased husband’s property, 
and that the provisions contained in it were 
intended to secure the efficient carrying out 
of that right, I am of opinion that the 
plaintiff when she was married again forfeited 
her interest in the house in question. 

There is another argument which has been 
brought forward, and I must deal with 
that. It is said that the property, in which the 
plaintiff by reason of this agreement obtained 
an interest, was not that of her deceased 
husband, and that is one of the grounds on 
which the learned Judge who decided the 
case in favour of the plaintiff relied. The 
answer to it is that which 1 have already 
given, and that is this: The deceased 
husband having had an interest in the an- 
cestral property out of which she would be 
maintained during her life, the obligation to 
maintain her out of that property continued 
after his death, when the property passed by 
survivorship, and as I have already mention- 
ed, the property passed to the defendant No. 
3 subject to the plaintiff’s right of mainten- 
ance, and part of that property was the sub- 
ject-matter of the agreement. 

It has been argued that section 2 of Act 
XV of 1853 does not apply to this case, 
because of the facts which I have already 
mentioned. I do not think that it much 
matters whether this Act applies or not, 
because it has been admitted during the 
course of the argument that this section is 
practically a statement of the Hindu Law as 
it existed apart from the Act, so far as it 
related to the forfeiture of a widow’s interest 
on her re-marriage under the circumstances 
mentioned. 

I ought to say before concluding my 
judgment in deference to the learned Judge 
that he had not the translation of the agree- 
ment before him when he gave his judgment, 
and, therefore, he had not the advantage which 
we have had in this Court, and, as far as he 
knew, the agreement did not make any 
specific reference to maintenance: Whereas 
it turns out, when we look at the transla- 
tion of the agreement, that, as I have already 
explained in the beginning of my judgment, 
the object specifically mentioned in this 
arrangement was that the plaintiff and the 
other daughter-in-law might maintain them- 
selves from the profits of their respective 

properties. 


For these reasons I think that the learned 
Judge’s judgment cannot stand. But inas- 
much as the plaintiff has paid the sum of 
Rs. 417-8-0 in respect of this property 
for the purpose of equalizing the shares as 
they are called in the agreement, it will be 
wholly inequitable to allow the defendants 
to deprive the plaintiff of the house in ques- 
tion, unless the defendants or some of them 
refund the sum of Rs. 417-8-0 to the plaintiff. 

N. R. Chatterjea, J. — The main contention 
in this case turns upon the construction of the 
ekrarnami . It states that in accordance 
with the decision of the panch , each of the 
three parties was to get a specific 
property: ^Musamwat Jago Kuar, the 

daughter, was to get the dwelling-house 
and the shop together with the stock 
of the shop, and she was to pay the debts 
due from the shop. It was provided that 
she would be competent to part with some 
of the property allotted to her and thus pay 
the debts to creditors, or she could pay the 
same with her own funds. Then dealing 
with the two daughters-in-law it stated that 
each would get property of the value of 
Rg. 782-8-0, so that “they may maintain 
themselves from the profits of their respec- 
tive properties, one not having any concern 
with the other, whereby quarrels and ani- 
mosities may be Averted and the ancestral 
estate of Har Lai Bhagat alias Hassani 
Bhagat may not be ruined.” 

The object of the arrangement, therefore, 
was to provide maintenance for the parties 
and that the ancestral estate of Har Lai 
might be preserved. 

There was, no doubt, the word heirs” 
used with reference to all the three parties; 
but I think the word was used in the sense of 
“persons interested” in the estate left by the 
deceased. The daughters in law were en- 
titled only to maintenance but they were 
living as members of the family and carrying 
on the shop. The panch , it is true, directed 
that the property should be divided into 
three equal shares, the two daughters in-law 
and the daughter each getting a share. 

That by itself does not show that the pro- 
perty allotted to plaintiff was given to her 
otherwise than by way of maintenance, be- 
cause specific properties are sometimes given 
to persons entitled to maintenance to be en- 
joyed by them in lieu of cash payments. 
The parties had, no doubt, become separate 
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possessors but that was the arrangement 
made in order to avoid disputes. The eMrar 
then says, ‘We the declarants have acquired 
full right and authority in respect of the 
property apportioned to us respectively, so 
that each may take whatever she thinks 
fit and proper with respect thereto, without 
consulting and without reference to another, 
wherewith any other of the parties or her 
heirs shall not have any sort of concern or 
have any lien.” This olause should, 1 
think, be read in connection with the pass- 
age which I have already set out, and which 
appears to me to be the object of the ekrar , 
namely, that the parties might maintain 
themselves from the profits of the property, 
and that the ancestral property might not 
be ruined. I think the olause must be 
limited to the purpose of the arrangement, 
which was that each party should have 
separate possession and enjoyment of the 
property allotted to her for maintenance. 
The word ‘heirs” was used, but it seems to me 
that the word was here used in the sense 
of successors.” Musammat Jago, the heiress 
of Har Lai, herself had no absolute right, and 
it is not disputed and cannot be disputed 
that she could not confer an absolute right. 
In construing the document we should bear 
in mind the position of the party making 
the grant and of the person taking it. If 
the expressions used in the deed, relied upon 
on behalf of the respondent, are capable of 
both constructions, that construction should 
be adopted which is consistent with the law 
to which the parties are subject. As I 
have said, a daughter herself has no absolute 
right, and a daughter-in-law has a right to 
maintenance only: and I do not think that 
we ought to construe the words in the 
document so as to hold that the daughter 
intended to give an absolute right to the 
daughters-in-law. In any case the plaintiff 
cannot be said to have obtained the property 
independent of her right to maintenance, and 
an absolute right in the sense of a right 
accruing to her not as widow of Kishen Ram, 
And not by way of maintenance, but independ- 
-ently of her position as such widow could 
not have been intended to bo conferred on 
her. 

It was contended before us on behalf of 
the plaintiff that the plaintiffs husband 
having predeceased his father, his interest 


in the estate passed by survivorship to the 
father and, therefore, was no longer the 
property of her husband which was liable 
for her maintenance: and that being so, she 
had no interest in her husband’s estate whioh 
she would forfeit by her re-marriage. This 
contention is clearly erroneous. Her 
husband had an interest in the property 
(which was ancestral property), out of 
which she was entitled to be maintained 
during his life, and the obligation to main- 
tain her out of that property continued after 
his death, whether it passed by inheritance 
or by survivorship. This being so, there is 
no doubt that the property that the plaintiff 
obtained under the document was by way of 
maintenance out of the property of her de- 
ceased husband in the hands of Musammat 
Jago. 

The plaintiff, no doubt, paid Rs. 417-8-0 

for equalizing the share in respect of 
the house which had been allotted to her, 
the value of which was Rs. 1,200. The 
parties agreed that eaoh would get property 
valued at Rs. 782. To that extent the 
property must be taken to be the property 
given by way of maintenance, but the re- 
maining portion of the property representing 
Rs. 471-8-0 whioh had beeu paid by 
the plaintiff did not constitute such pro- 

i 

perty. 

The question whether section 2 of Act 
XV of 1856 is inapplicable to this case, be- 
cause, the plaintiff, according to the 
custom of the caste to which she belongs, 
could have re-married independently of the 
Act, is of no practical importance, as on the 
general principles of Hindu Law, a widow, 
whose re-marriage may be legal according to 
the custom of the caste to whioh she belongs, 
would forfeit any interest whioh she had in 
her husband’s estate, on her re-marriage. I 
think, therefore, that the plaintiff forfeited 
her interest in the property to the extent to 
which she obtained it by way of main- 
tenance. 

(Case adjourned till the 4th of April for 
final order.) 

Sanderson, C. J. — It appearing that the 
defendant No. 2 purchased one-third only of 
the entire house and that the suit is with re- 
ference to the said one-third only, upon the 
plaintiff and defendants Nos. 1 and 2 consent- 
ing and upon the defendant No. 2 depositing 
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within three months from to-day one-third 
of Rs. 417-8-0, namely, Rs. 139-2-8 in 
the Court of first instance for payment to 
the plaintiff, the suit will be dismissed. If 
the said sum is not paid within the said 
three months, the appeal will be dismissed. 
No order as to costs in all Courts. 

N. R. Chattekjea, J. — 1 agree in the order 
proposed by the learned Chief Justice to- 
day. 

Appeal allowed. 


NAGPUR JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER’S 

COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 29 of 1915. 

August 31, 1915. 

Present: — Mr. Batten, A. J. C., and 
Mr. Stanyon, A. J. C. 

Mrs. ELKINS and another— Appellants 

versus 

Rev. Dr. CULLEN — Respondent. 

Will— Bequest to charity , construction of— Uncer- 
tainty — Cy-pres, doctrine of — Trusts Act (II of 1882), 
applicability of. 

Where a disposition in a Will indicates an inten- 
tion to benefit charities, or a class of charities 
generally, treating the particular named objects of 
gift as mere instruments for carrying out such 
general intention, the general purpose of charity 
will be executed according to the doctrine of cy-pres . 
[p. 795, col. 2.] 


If a devise in a Will can be construed as a bequest 
to “charity”, in the sense in which that word is 
understood in English Law, then the disposition is 
valid, and is governed by the Indian . Trusts Act. 
If, however, it is a devise in the alternative for pur- 
poses which are not charitable, though benevolent 
or philanthropic, then the bequest is void. Ip. i y/, 

Mo'rice v. Bishop of Durham , (1804) 9 Yes. Jun. 399; 
32 E. R 656; 7 R. R. 332, relied upon. 

In India the Courts will only recognise the 
validity of trusts which they can either themselves 
execute or can control when in process of being 
executed by trustees, [p. 798, col. 1.] 

Case law discussed and reviewed. 

A testatrix devised her estate to a trustee that 
“he of his own judgment (may) give as a donation or 
apply or invest the balance to or for any person or 
persons, for his, her or their use or benefit, or to or 
for any charitable or religious institution or object, 

as he may think proper”: . r 

Held, that the bequest was void for uncertainty . ip. 




First appeal against the decree of^ the 
District Judge, Jubbulpore, dated the 23rd 

December 1914. 

Mr. J. C. Ghosh , for the Appellants. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. B. Dadabhoy , for the 

Respondent. 


JUDGMENT. — The facts of this case are 
few and simple, but the application of the 
law thereto presents some difficulty. The 
following genealogical tree, evolved from 

the record, will assist comprehension of the 


case ; 


r 

Sarah, 
Mrs. Elkins, 
plaintiff No. I 


f 

Mrs. E. 
Van Ingen, 

defendant 

No. 2. 


Testie. 


John Seddon 
married Anna 

i 


f 


■ 

Mrs. J. V. D’Senha, 
plaintiff No. 2. 


Harris 


1 


r 


(2) Ambridge — Rebecca = 0) Hams 


1st wife = (2) J. J. Smith = Leonora = (U Blake , 

| (died 31-12-11.) 


1 

Daughter 

married 

Henry Davies 


lie. Albert. Reginald. Maud. William. Olive. Harry. Muriel. 


r . 

Edmond Davies 
married 
Miss Revitt 


r 


■ i 

George Davies, 
dead. 


F. Davies, 
defendant 

No. 3. 


E. Davies, 
defendant 

No. 4. 


W. Davies, 
defendant 

No. 5. 


I 

K. Davies, 
defendant 

No. 6. 


i 


i 


Mrs. M. 
Ristell, 


Mrs. C. Cooper, Mrs. E. Mrs. E. 
defendant Schmidt, Bellinger, 

No 7. defendant defendant defendant 

No. 8. No. 9. No. 10. 
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The above tree gives the defendants 
Nos. 2 to 10 as serially numbered in the 
proceedings, and not in the order of 
their births. The names of the children 
of J. J. Smith follow the order in which 
they appear in the Will of his widow 
Leonora Smith (nee Harris). In the course 
of this litigation the defendants Nos. 2 to 10 
disputed the legitimacy of the plaintiff No. 1, 
but this plaintiff has proved the following 
facts to our satisfaction by the production of 
duly certified copies of extracts from Regis- 
ters of Marriages and Baptisms maintained in 
the Diocese of Madras : — 

1. John SeJdon , a Trumpeter in the 2nd 
Regiment, N. L. Cavalry, a bachelor, was 
married to Anna, a native spinster, at 
Tripassore, Poonamallee, in the Madras 
Presidency, on the 18th November 1 829. 
the marriage by banns being celebrated by 
the Reverend F. Spring, Chaplain. 

2. Surah , the plaintiff No. 1, apparently 
the first issue of the above marriage, was born 
at Arcot on the 27th July 1832, and baptized 
at Tripassore by the said Reverend F. Spring 
(Junior Presidency Chaplain) on the 15th 
September 1833. 

3. Rebecca, the next issue of the above 
marriage, was born at Arcot on the 21st 
October 183 1, and was baptized at St. 
George’s Church, Madras, by the Reverend 

H. Harper, Senior Chaplain, on the 3rd 
March 1835. 

Thelegitimacy of the plaintiff No, 1 and her 
relationship to her sister’s daughter, Leonora, 
whose Will is in dispute in this case, is thus 
well established : and we are surprised to see 
that the District Judge recorded no finding 
on this point, and left her under the stigma 
of a doubtful paternity which a body of rival 
claimants to the estate of her niece cast upon 
her. All the other parts of the above 
genealogical tree are admitted, and the tree 

» i • _ ^ til e purposes of 

this appeal. 

Leonora Smith died at Jubbulpore on the 
Slat December 1911, being at the time a 
widow, for the second time, without any issue 
o her own. She had a power of appoint- 
ment over certain property under the Will 
o her second husband, and certain other pro- 
perty was her own and at her absolute dis- 
posal. On the 11th September 1911 she 
executed a Will in the following words 

.r 


-L OIS IS 


wv la . Sfc m ana Testament U i 
me, Leonora Smith, widow of Joseph John 
Smith, who was a Guard on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. I give and bequeath 
all my moneys, Rs. (2,000) two thousand 
being lent on interest to the Methodist 
Mission at Jubbulpore (of which the Reverend 
Dr. Felt is Minister), or elsewhere lodged 
or invested, together with my house No. 58 
situated in the Sadar Bazar, Cantonment of 
Jubbulpore, with all my furniture therein or 
elsewhere located, and such jewellery as I may 
have, and all my livestock of whatever kind 
to the Roverend Dr. P. Cullen, Lieutenant- 
Colonel, Indian Medical Service, retired, as 
Trustee, and appoint him my sole executor 
of this my \\ ill; that he, knowing my wishes, 
and those of my mother the late Mrs. Am- 
bridge, ho after my death let on rent or sell 
the house No. 5S above mentioned and 
furniture and other items of property and 
realize the money; and after all my just debts 
and funeral expenses have been paid, he of 
his own judgment give as a donation or apply 
or invest the balance to or for any person 
or persons, for his, her or their use or benefit, 
or to or for any charitable or religious 
institution or object, as he may think proper. 

D °/. t !^° ney left by my husband, viz., 
Rs. (4,000) four thousand for my life-time 

and after my death be divided equally 

among his children. Of this I have spent 

Rs. U,o00) one thousand five hundred in 

paying his debts, in obtaining Probate of his 

W ill, in ereotmg a tomb-stone to his memory, 

and in other petty expenses aud have yet to 

spend more on these. The balance that may 

remain my executor will divide equally 

between his eight children Testie Smith, 

« lb .®f t ?™ thl Ee , gmi ' ld Sruitb . Mrs- Maud 
Smith, William Smith, Mrs. Olive Martin, 

Harry South, Miss Muriel Smith, and if any 

of these dw before I do, his or her share shall 

he added to the total sum and divided equally 
among the living. 


And in case Dr. Cullen decease bef 
me, I reserve my right to appoint anotl 
executor to carry out the provisions of t 

my " 111 Wltb sn el> instructions as any altei 
cii'oumstanees of time may have reudei 
necessary. 

band n | r ,tn T "!’ ereof 1 Lave hereto set ] 
bund tins eleventh day of September in I 


I^luAn casks. 
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year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eleven.” 

This Will was duly signed by the testatrix 
and attested according to law by Mr. W. J. 
Bagley, an Extra Assistant Commissioner, 
and Mr. A. Smith, a Guard on the G. I. P. 
Railway. 

The Reverend Dr. Cullen, who appears 
as the first defendant in this litigation, 
was formerly a Lieutenant-Colonel in the 
Indian Medical Service and a Civil Surgeon 
of Jubbulpore. He has since retired, 
and is now a Minister in Holy Orders 
of the Church of England. He was admit- 
tedly the medical adviser, and presumably 
also the spiritual preceptor, of the testatrix: 
but thelanguage of the Will makes it manifest 
that he had no hand in drawing it up, 
and it is not alleged, or at any rate there 
is no proof, that he actively influenced the 
testatrix in making it. He applied to the 
District Court for Probate of the Will in 
due course, but Probate was refused, on a 
caveat filed by the plaintiff No. 1, the learned 
District Judge holding that the Will, so far 
as it purported to dispose of the estate of the 
testatrix for charitable purposes, was 
void for uncertainty. Caveats were also 
filed by the children of Edmond Davies 
who claimed to be the heirs of the 

deceased, repudiating the claim of the 
plaintiff ^ o. 1, on grounds already referred 
to and decided. Dr. Cullen appealed to 
this Court [ Cullen v. Mrs. El ins (i)], 

and a Judge of this Court, follow- 
ing Gopaldas v. Musammat Bandan (2), 
decided that a District Court, in its capa- 
city as a Court of Probate, has no juris- 
diction to determine any question of title 
regarding the property of which the Will 
purports to dispose, or to decide whether 

any of the bequests in the Will are void 

or valid, because nf the nature of such 
bequests. The order of the District Court 
refusing Probate was, therefore, set aside 
and the case remanded for disposal on 
the merits. Subsequently an order for 
the grant of Probate was made by the 
District Court, but Dr. Cullen has wisely 
abstained from paying the necessary fees 
and taking out Probate pending the dis- 
posal of this litigation. Two suits resulted 

from the order granting Probate. One 

(1) 21 Ind. Cas. 599; 9 N. L. It. 152. 

(2) 15 0. P. L R. 101. 


was brought by the plaintiffs Sarah Elkins 
and Mrs. 1. V. D’Senha against Dr. 
Cullen and the children of Edmond Davies: 
the other was brought by the children 
of Edmond Davies against Dr. Cullen 
and Sarah Elkins. The two suits were 
consolidated, and the children of Edmond 
Davies admitted that if Sarah Elkins 
established the fact that the testatrix was 
her sister s daughter she would be the 
heir of the deceased in preference to 
them. They made common cause with 
her in opposing the Will. The learned 
District Judge upheld the Will and on that 
sole ground dismissed both suits. Sarah 
Elkins and Mrs. D’Senha have appealed, and 
though the District Judge failed to record 
a finding as to Mrs. Elkins’ relationship with 
the deceased, her rival claimants are appa- 
rently satisfied by the evidence she was able 
to produce as to her paternity and legitimacy. 
They have neither appealed against the 
dismissal of their suit nor entered ap- 
pearance as respondents in this appeal by 
Mrs. Elkins and Mrs. D’Senha in their 
suit. The Davies family may be left 
out of further consideration as they were 
given up by the learned Advocate for the 
appellant at that hearing. The grounds 
taken in appeal are as follow: — 

(0 That the Court below has ersed 
in law in holding that ihe bequest is 
not vague and that it is not void for 
uncertainty. 

(2) That the Court below has erred in 
law in applying section 125 of the Succession 
Act to the terms of the bequest in the 
present case. 

It was made clear in the course of the 
arguments that the plaintiffs-appellants only 
dispute so much of the Will of their niece 
as purports to dispose of her absolute 
estate, and that they do not contest the 
bequest made of the estate of J. J. Smith 
in which the testatrix had only a life 
interest. The main ground upon which 
this appeal is founded is that the property 
in dispute is not left to any ascertained 
beneficiary, but is practically at the absolute 
disposal of the trustee, and the bequest is, 
therefore, void for uncertainty. The particular 
words which we have to consider are 
these: — 

He of his own judgment (may) give 
as a donation or apply or invest the balance 
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to or for any person or persons, for his, 
her or their use or benefit, or to or for 
any charitable or religious institution or 
object, as he may think proper.” 

It was urged on behalf of the respondent 
that these words are controlled by the 
words "he knowing my wishes and those 
of my mother the late Mrs. Ambridge. 
We are unable, however, to construe those 
words as evidence of any concealed com- 
munications as to the disposal of the estate. 
Neither in the pleadings nor in the witness 
box has any statement been made by or 
on behalf of Dr. Cullen to the effect that 
the testatrix left any verbal directions 
with him for the disposal of her estate. It may 
be that he knew that both Mrs. Ambridge and 
her daughter the testatrix did not wish the 
property to go to the plaintiffs as heirs, and 
that he was, therefore, entrusted to dispose of 
it in any other way that he deemed fit. The 
reference made to the wishes of her mother in 
conjunction with her own leads us to 
the conclusion that the testatrix did not 
mean to convey that she had given any oral 
directions to the respondent for the disposal of 
her estate. He was declared to know what 
she and her mother felt on the subject gener- 
ally, and was, therefore, a fit person to carry 
out the trusts which the testatrix sought 
to create by her Will. We think that if 
any private instructions had been given to 
Dr. Cullen, amounting to a testamentary 
disposition of the property supplementary 
of the written Will, he would have said so 
in the pleadings. We, therefore, hold that 
the words — “he knowing my wishes and those 
of my mother Mrs. Ambridge” — do not 
control the words of disposal disputed by 
the appellant, even it we admitted, which 
we do not, that section 68 of the Indian 
Succession Act, 1865, offers no barrier to 
the admission of evidence, had it been 
given, to prove what the testatrix orally 
confided to Dr. Cullen. 

It is claimed for the respondent that 
the bequest is one made to charity 
generally, and, as such, is valid; while the 
interpretation put on the language on behalf 
of the appellants is this, that the bequest 
is not limited to charitable purposes only, 
but is one to any person or persons to 
whom the trustee may be pleased to 
give the money realized by the sale of 
the estate. The general doctrine governing 


the construction of Wills has been well 
laid down in a leading work on the subject 
in these words: — 

“in the construction of Wills the most 
unbounded indulgence has been shown to 
the ignorance, unskilfulness, and negligence 
of testators: no degree of technical informality, 
or of grammatical or orthographical error, 
nor the most perplexing confusion in the 
collocation of words or sentences, will deter 
the judicial expositor from diligently entering 
upon the task of eliciting from the contents , 
of the instrument the intention of its 
author, the faintest traces of which will 
be sought out from every part of the 
Will, and the whole carefully weighed 
together; but if, after every endeavour, 
he finds himself unable, in regard to any 
material fact, to penetrate through the 
obscurity in which the testator has involved 
his intention, the failure of the intended 
disposition is the inevitable consequence. 
Conjecture i3 not permitted to supply what 
the testator has failed to indioate; for as 
the law has provided a definite successor 
in the absence of disposition, it would be 
unjust to allow the right of this ascer- 
tained object to be superseded by the 
claim of any one not pointed out by the 
testator with equal distinctness. # * * 

“To the validity of every disposition, as 
well of personal as of real estate, it is 
requisite that there be a definite subject and 
object; and uncertainty in either of these par- 
ticulars is fatal.” rSee Jarman on Wills, 5th 
Edition, Volume I, pages 326 and 327.] 

In the case before us there is no uncer- 
tainty in the subjeot of the devise. The 
subject is the whole estate of the testatrix, 
excepting a balance of Rs. 4,000 left for 
disposal under the Will of her seoond 
husband, J. J. Smith. This estate is to be 
converted into money so far as it is not 
already in that form, and is thereafter to 
be held and disposed of by the trustee 
according to the directions contained in the 
Will by which he is appointed trustee. 

It is contended that there is uncertainty 
as to the object, and that is the question 
upon which our decision is invited. 

It cannot be disputed that the language 
used favours the contention of the appellants. 
The bequest is made “to or for any person 
or persons, for his, her or their use or 
beneft, or to or for any charitable or religious 
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institution or object.” and it is uged that 
charity and religion are given as an 
alternative to something which is not under 
the category of either. On the other hand 
it is argued for the respondent that the alter- 
native given is between charity to individuals 
and charity to institutions. The trustee may, 
at his discretion, apply the money to help a 
poor man or a poverty-stricken family, or he 
may subscribe to an orphanage or a church. 
But it is further contended on behalf of 
the appellants that even if this construction 
be admitted the bequest is void for uncer- 
tainty. It seems expedient to consider this 
alternative argument before deciding whether 
the devise was intended to cover objects 
outside the category of charity. 

The English case-law on the subject is 
voluminous, and we can only deal with the 
general trend of it in this judgment. Disposi- 
tions made to charitable purposes are strong- 
ly favoured in point of construction, and 
have been upheld even where the bequest 
would, upon the ordinary principles which 
govern the construction of testamentary dis- 
positions, be void for uncertainty. The 
purpose being charity, the Crown as parens 
patriae, or the Court of Chancery, will execute 
it cy-pres : Thus bequests (a) to the poor 
in general; (*>) to charitable uses generally; 

(c) for the advancement of religion expressed 
in the most vague and indefinite terms, 

(d) to such oharitable uses as the testator’s 
executor shall appoint; (e) in favour of a 
charitable object which has no existence, 
or which is void in law, or has become 
impossible, have been maintained and execut- 
ed in accordance with the doctrine of cy-pres: 
(a) Attorney -General v. Mathews (3), Attorney- 
General v. Peacock (4); (6) Clifford v. Francis 

(5) ; Attorney- General v. Herrick (6);^c) Powers - 
court v. Powerscourt (7); (d) White v. White 
(8); (e) Attorney - General v. City of London (9); 
Attorney -General v. Whorwood (10); Attorney - 
General v. Guise (11). Indeed in In re 


(3) (1677) 2 Lev. 167; 83 E. R. 60 J. 

(4) (1675) Rep. Tem. Finch. 245; 23 E. R. 135. 

(6) (1679) 1 Freeman 330; 22 E. R. 1235. 

(6) (1772) Amb. 712; 27 E. R. 461. 

(7) (1824) 1 Moll. 616; Beat. 572. 

(8) (1778) 1 Bro. C. C. 12; 28 E. R. 955. 

(9) (1790) 3 Bro. C. C. 171; 29 E. R. 472. 

(10) (1750) 1 Yes. Sen. 534; 27 E. R. 1188. 

(11) (1692) 2 Vern 266; 23 E. R. 772. 


White; White v. White (12) it was laid 
down that a charitable bequest never fails 
for uncertainty.” This means that if a 
general intention can be found to give to 
charity, the gift does not fail because the 
testator has not indicated the particular 
charity he wishes to benefit, or because 
the means he indicates for ascertaining the 
particular charity are inadequate. The 
general test at the present day in England 
seems to be whether the scope and terms of 
the Will, or that part of it which relates to 
charitable dispositions, indicates an intention 
to benefit charities, or a class of charities 
generally treating particular named objects 
of gift as mere instruments for carrying out 
such general intention. In all such cases the 
general purpose of charity will ba executed 
according to the doctrine of cy-pres. 

So far the case-law of England is plain 
and consistent: but difficulties arise as soon 
as we come to examine the cases which 
define what is and what is not a charitable 
purpose. ‘Charity’ has been defined to be a 
general public use. In order to ascertain 
what are charitable purposes recourse is 
usually had to the preamble of the Statute 
43 Eliz. c. 4, which preamble has been re- 
produced in the Mortmain and Charitable 
Uses Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 42), though 

the latter enactment otherwise repeals 
the former. The preamble of 43 Eliz. c. 4 
enumerated as charities the relief of the 
aged, impotent, and poor people; maintenance 
of sick and maimed soldiers and mariners, 
schools of learning, free schools and scholars 
in universities; repair of bridges, ports, 
havens, causeways, churches, sea banks and 
highways; education and preferment of or- 
phans;relief, stockor maintenance for housns of 
correction; marriages of poor maids; supporta- 
tion and help of young tradesmen, handi- 
craftsmen, and persons decayed; relief or re- 
demption of prisoners or captives; aid or ease 
of any poor inhabitants, concerning payment 
of fifteeus, setting out of soldiers, and other 
taxes. But it has been held that the word 
‘charity’ is by no means limited to the exact 
forms of it enumerated in the Statuteof Eliza- 
beth: Income Tax Commissioners v. Pemsel{ 13). 
Numerous instances will be found in Jarmanon 

• (12) (1893) 2 Ch. 41; 62 L. J. Ch. 342; 2 R. 380; 68 
L. T. 1S7; 41 W. R. 683. 

(13) 11891) A. C. 531; 61 L. J. Q. B. 265; 65 L. T. 
621; 55 J. P. 805. 
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Wills, 5th Edition, Volume I, page 167, and in 
the oases there cited. In the case last above 
cited charity’ in the legal sense (wherein it 
has a fur wider meaning than the word 
conveys in its popular use) was said to com- 
prise four principal divisions, namely. — 

(1) trusts for the relief of poverty ; 

(2) trusts for the advancement of education; 

13) trusts for the advancement of reli- 
gion; and 

(4) trusts for other purposes beneficial 
to the community not falling under any of 
the preceding heads. 

Nevertheless it is impossible to reconcile 
all the case-law in respect of bequests to 
charitable uses or to evolve therefrom any 
satisfactory definition of charity’. On the one 
hand a gift for private charity has been held 
to be too confined to be a charity in the legal 
sense, and, therefore, void: Ommanney v. 
Butcher (14); on the other hand bequests 
for purposes of benevolence, or liberality, 
or general or public utility, or philanthropy, 
or for public purposes, in cases to which 
the preamble to 43 Eliz c. 4 would not 
expressly have applied, are declared to 
be too wide to be charitable: James v. 
Allen (15); In re Jarman , Leavers v. 
Clayton (1G); M or ice v. Bishop of Dur- 
ham (17); Kendall v. Granger (18*; Langham 
v. Peterson (19); In re Macduff , Macduff v. 
Macduff (20); Vezey v. Jamson (21); and 
Blair v. Duncan (22). We need not pursue 
the subject any further. It will be found 
fully discussed in Jarman on Wills, already 
referred to, and in the Law of Wills by 
Theobald, 7th (19J8) Edition. The decisions 
of the English Courts appear to have been 
mainly controlled by the statutory provisions 


(14) (1823) Turn. A R. 200; 37 I). lv. 10)8; 24 K 
U. 42. 

(15) (1H17) 3 Mrr. 17; 30 K. It. 7; 17 R. It. 4. 

(10) ( 1878) 8 Ch. 1). 084; 47 L. J. Cli. 070; 39 L. T 
89; 20 \V. It. 907. 

(17) (1801) 9 Vo*. Jim. 399; 32 K. It, 000; 7 It. It 
232. 

(18) (1842) f, JLmiv. 30D; 1 1 L. J. Ch. 403; 0 Jur 
919; 40 K. It. 593; 59 It. It. 507. 

(19) (1903) 87 L. T. 744; 07 J. 1\ 75; 19 T.L.It. 107 

(20) (1890) 2 Cli. 451; 05 L. J. Ch. 700; 74 L. T. 
700; 45 \V. It. 10t. 

(21) (lH2z) 1 Sim & St. 09; 57 K. It. 27; 90 It. R 
878. 

(22) (1902) A. C. 37; 71 U J. 1\ C. 22; 50 \Y. It. 
369, 80 L. T. 158. 
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governing charitable bequests, and cannot, 
therefore, be a complete or accurate guide 
in this country where those Statutes have 
no force, except so far a3 their provisions 
have been incorporated in British Indian 
enactments or, in the absence of enactment, 
been followed by the Indian Courts. In 
the Indian Succession Act, 1865, by which 
this case is governed, a great deal of 
English Law is incorporated, and in section 
105 thereof we have a provision controlling 
bequests * to religious or charitable uses”; 
but neither in that Act, nor in the General 
Clauses Act, 1897, nor in any special enact- 
ment, are we able to find any definition 
of a charitable use or of a religious use. 
The Indian case-law is meagre, but, as 
far as it goes, it is largely based on 
analogies drawn from the English case- 
law. In Gangahai v. Thavar Mulla (23) it 
was held that in the Will of a Khoja 
Muhammadan, written in the English 
language and form, a gift of a fund to 
be disposed in charity as my executor shall 
think right,” is a valid charitable bequest, 
and it will be referred to the proper 
officer of the Court to settle a scheme for 
the application of the fund to charitable 
objects by analogy to 43 Eliz. c. 4. But 
where the Will is in the native language, 
and the word dharm ’ is used, the word 
was declared to be too vague and uncertain 
for the gift to be carried into effect by 
the Court, including as it does many 
objects not comprehended in the word 
charity’ as understood in English Law. 
In a note which appears at page 76 of 
this ruling, reference is made to a decision 
of the same Court in 1S59 in which the 
word dharm was interpreted as including 
a great number of objects which come 
within the meaning of the English word 
benevolent’, as contradistinguished from 
charitable’ in the sense in which the 
latter has been construed by English 
Courts since 43 Eliz c. 4. The well- 
known case of M or ice v. Bishop of Durham 
(17) was referred to as an authority 
for the proposition that a bequest to 
charitable and benevolent purposes” is too 
vague an indication of the testator’s inten- 
tion for a valid gift to charity, and must 


(23) 1 Li. H C. K. 71 at p. 76. 


INDIAN OASES. 


Vol. XL] 

MRS. ELKINS V . RET. DR. CULLEN. 

be held void. In Jamnabai v. Khimji 
Vullubdass (24) bequests (a) for the con- 
tinuance of an existing sadavarat , (6) for 
the establishment and maintenance of a 
second sadavarat , and (c) for the building 
of a well and cistern for public use were 
all held valid as charitable trusts. In 
Morarji Gullianji v. Nenbai (25) Starling, J., 
felt bound, by the modern tendency 
towards upholding as much as possible 
where charity is concerned [following Hoare 
7 Osborne (26)], to hold that a bequest 
in favour of dharm and sadavarat was valid 
as to sadavarat (the distribution of alms) 
but invalid as to dharm : and, upon an 
entirely arbitrary conclusion, he sustained 
the bequest to the extent of one-half. 
This decision seems to be irreconcileable 
with the ratio decidendi in Morice v. 
Bishop of Durham (17) above quoted. In 
Devshankar Naranbhai v. Motiram Jageshwar 
(27), where most of the earlier Bombay 
decisions were reviewed, it was held that 
a bequest in favour of dharmada is void 
for uncertainty. In Runchordas Vandravan - 
das v. Parvatibai (28) the English ruling 
last above cited was approved by their 
Lordships of the Privy Counoil, who ruled 
that a devise to dharm is void because 
the objects which can be considered to be 
meant by that word are too vague and 
uncertain for the administration of them to 
be under any control. In Trikumdas Damo - 
dhar y. Haridas (29) a bequest by a 
testatrix of the residue of her estate for 
use by six named executors “in such 
manner as they may unanimously think 
proper for purposes of public usefulness or 
for purposes of ‘charity’ ” was held to be 
bad for uncertainty. In Dwarkanath Bysack 
v. Burroda Persaud Bysack (30) devises (I) 
to feed the poor and needy, (2) to make 
contributions towards the worship of the 
testator’s ancestral goddess, (3) for annual 


1; 7 Ind -IDec. (y. s.) 459. 

L B ; 351; 9 Ind - Dec - ( N * s -) 22s - 

t 1 Eq ' 585; 35 L - J - Ch * 345 i 12 dur 

( N ; */) 243 ; 14 L- T. 9; 14 W. R. 383. 

(27) 18 B. 136; 9 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 599. 

(2?) 26 T ; A * 71; 23 B - 725 J 1 Bom - 607; 3 C 
W. N. 621; 7 Sar. P. C. J 543; 12 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 4 81 
(P. C.) 

(29) 31 B. 583; 9 Bom. L. R. 560. 

(3°> 4 C. 443; 1 C. L. R. 566; 2 Ind. Deo. (n. a.; 



shrads of the testator, his father, mother 
and grandfather, and (4) for the perform’ 
ance of ceremonies and the feeding of Brah- 
mms, were found to be valid testamentary 
bequests; and it was doubted, and not 
decided whether bequests to learned men 
for holding tolls for learning at the time 

th ® , Do ° rerah Po °i ah - and for reading 
the Mahabharatand Pooran and for prayer 

to God, were valid. In R arbati Bibee v 

Ram Barun Upadhya (31) a bequest of a 

residuary estate, to my executor in trust 

to spend and give away the whole thereof 

in charity in such manner and to such 

religious and charitable purposes as he may 

in his discretion think proper” was held 
valid by Henderson, J., who construed the 
devise as one made wholly to charity and 
therefore, outside the purview of the dictum 
in Morice v. Bishop of Durham (17). I n 
Etyendr-a Lai Agarwalla v. Raj Coomari ' Debi 

(32), Hanngton, J„ held a direction to spend 
income in feeding poor indigent Hindus to 
be a valid charitable bequest under Hindu 
V r a ' V ; Di Administrator- General of Bengal y. 
Hughes (33) the English Law was closely 
followed, but no question of uncertainty 
was raised. The repair of certain graves 
was held not to be a charity. J n In the 
matter o} Hormusji Framji Warden (34) the 
Lourt held the cy-pres doctrine to be applic- 

Indla l Gurdit Singh v. Slier Singh 
(35) it was decided that a bequest for dis- 
tribution of money on dharmath was void for 
uncertainty. 

From a consideration of all thes eanthorities 

it seems clear that if we can construe the 
devise in this case to be a bequest to 
charity as that word is understood in 
English Law, then the disposition will be 
valid, and be governed by the Indian 
Trusts Act, 1882. But if it is a devise 
in the alternative for purposes which are 
not charitable, though benevolent or philan- 
thropic, then the bequest is void under the 
principles laid down in Morice v. Bishop 
of Duruam (17) and the Indian oases relating 
to dharm. We have seen that in law charity 


(31) 31 C. 895; S C. W. N. 653. 

(32) 31 C. 5; 11 C. W. N. 65. 

(33) 2J Ind. C as. 183; 40 C. 192. 

(34) 32 B. 214; 9 Bom. L. R. 1203. 

(35) 14 Ind. Cas. 247; 78 P. R. 1912- 
1912; 106 P. L. R. 1912. 


63 P. W. R, 
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has been defined to be a general public use, 
and that a devise for private charity has 
been beld to be void, or at any rate not 
to be a charitable bequest in law. We 
have also seen that both in England and in 
India the Court will only recognize the 
validity of trusts which it can either itself 
execute or can control when in process of 
being exeouted by trustees: Moricc v. 
Bishop of Durham ( 17); llunchordas Vandra - 
vayidoss v. Parvatibai (2$). That principle 
is now regarded as well established in 
England: Nash v. Morley (36). In a case 
already cited, Ommanney v. Butcher (14), the 
testatrix declared as to certain money that 
she wished it to be given in private charity. 
Sir T. Plumer, M. R., held that the words 
did not creato a trust which could b9 carried 
into effect. Assisting individuals in distress 
was private charity ; but such a purpose 
could not be executed by the Court or the 
Crown. So a gift to found a private museum, 
Thomson v. Shakespear (37), or in aid of a sub- 
scription library, Came v. Long (3?), or of a 
mechanics institute, In re Dutton , Exparte Peak 
(39), or for the benefit of an orphan school kept 
by an individual substantially at his own 
expense, Clark v. Taylor (40), has been held 
not to be charitable. In Vezey v. Jamson 
(21) a testator gave the residue of his 
estate to his executors, upon trust to apply 
and dispose of the same in or towards 
such charitable uses or purposes, person or 
persons, or otherwise, as he might by any 
codicil, or by memorandum in his own hand- 
writing appoint, and as the laws of the 
land would admit of; and, in default, upon 
trust to pay and apply the same in or 
towards such charitable or public purposes as 
the laws of the land would admit of; or to any 
person or persons, and in such shares , manner , 
and form as his (the testator’s) executors , or the 
survivor of them, or the executors or adminis- 


(35) (1812) 5 licav. 177; 11 L. J. Oli. 33(» ; (i .]„ r . 
520; 10 lv R. 515; 50 R. R. 450. 

(37) (1*50) Johns. 012; ?0 K. K. 501; 123 R. R. 
205. 

(88) (1800) 211 I,. .1. Oh. 503; 2 IV. (t. l\ A' .1. 75; 
0 J n r. (x s.) 030; N \V. R 570; 2 L. T. 552; 45 K. R. 
550. 

(8)) (1878) 4 K \ . 1). 54; 48 L. .1. Kx. 330. 

(40) (1853) 1 Drew. 042; 1 W. R. 170; 21 V T. to. s.) 
2«7; 01 1). R. 590; 94 R. R. 780. 


trators of such survivor, should in their or 
his discretion , will and pleasure think fit , or as 
they should think would have been agree- 
able to him, if living, and as the laws of 
the land did not prohibit. Sir J. Leach, 
V. C., observed that the testator had not 
fixed upon any part of the property a trust 
for a charitable use, and the Court could 
not, therefore, devote any part of it to 
charity; he had given it to the trustees 
expressly on trust, and they could not, there- 
fore, hold it for their own benefit; the pur- 
poses of the trust being so general and unde- 
fined, they must fail altogether and the next- 
of-kin become entitled. We have underlined 
(italicised) certain passages in our statement 
of the above case which seem to us to offer 
a close resemblance to the first part of the 
disputed devise in this oase. In Kendall 
v. Granger ( 1 8), where the trustees were 
directed to dispose of the residue for the 
relief of domestic distress, assisting indigent 
but deserving individuals, or encouraging 
undertakings of general utility, in suoh 
mode and proportions as their own discretion 
might suggest, irresponsible to any person 
or persons whatsoever, Lord Langdale, M. 
R., decided that the gift was void for 
uncertainty. He said that to make the 
bequest valid it must be obligatory on the 
trustees to apply the whole of it in charity. 
In Ellis v. Selby (41) a bequest for “oharit- 
able or other purposes” and in Williams v. 
Kershaw (42) a devise for “benevolent, 
charitable, and religious purposes” were held 
invalid. Generally, where a discretion is 
left to trustees, which would empower them 
to apply the whole of the gift either to 
charitable or other indefinite purposes, the 
whole gift is void, as it does not appear 
that the chief object was oharity; and, on 
the other hand, the other object is void 
for uncertainty: Theobald’s Law of Wills, 
7th Edition, page 369, and cases there cited. 

In the present case a discretion is left to 
the trustee in the first instanoe, as he may 
think proper, to give the whole of the pro- 
perty forthwith to any individual he may 
select. There are absolutely no words of 
control over this power. It is not required 


(41) (1835) 7 Sim. 852; 4 L. J. Ch. t39; 5S E, R. 

872; 40 R. R. Itio. 

(42) 5 Cl. & Fin. Ill: 7 E. R. 346: 47 R, 

R. 40. ‘ 
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that the person shall be indigent or deserv- 
ing of the gift, or tha" the donation should 
be an act of charity in either the legal or 
the popular sense of that word, and we are 
not justified in reading into the Will words 
that are not there. In Dolan v. Macdermot 
(43), where the trust was to lay out “in 
such charities and other public purposes,” it 
was held that the words, ii other public pur- 
poses,” meant purposes ejusdem generis , i.e., 
charitable, and that they were used to include 
purposes which, though charitable, under 
43 Eliz, c 4 might not be considered so in 
popular parlance. We think that the rule 
of ejusdem generis cannot be applied here, 
because the primary bequest is to a person 
or persons, and only as an alternative 
succeeding suoh beneficiaries are charitable 
purposes mentioned. But suppose we took 
the unusual course of applying that rule 
backwards, so as to construe the donation 
or investment in favour of a person or 
persons to be a form of the charitable pur- 
poses subsequently denoted in general terms, 
it would carry the devise no higher than 
one to private charity or public charity, 
and such a combination would make the 
bequest void for uncertainty. In Pocock v. 
Attorney- General (44) the bequest was to 
oharitable institutions, and was, therefore, of 
a general public use and rightly held to be 
valid. The case is not in point here. In 
In re Sutton; Stone v. Attorney -General (45), 
where the bequest was for “charitable and 
deserving objects,” in Wilkinson v. Lindgren 
(46), where it was to certain specified charit 
able institutions ‘or to any other religious 
institution or purpose” as the trustees might 
think proper, and in In re Douglas; Obert 
v. Barrow (47), where the gift was for 
charities, societies, and institutions to be 
selected by A,” the rule of ejusdem generis 
was applied, and the words “charitable” 
and charities” were held to govern the 
whole sentence. But we are unable by any 
straining of language to bring the present 
oase into the category of a bequest made 

(43) (1867) 5 Eq. 60. 

(44) (1876) 3 Ch. D. 342; 46 L. J. Cli. 795; 25 W. R 
277; 35 L. T. 575. 

(45. (1885) 28 Ch. D. 464; 54 L. J. Ch. 613; 33 W. 
R. 5.9. 

(46) (1870) 5 Ch. 570; 39 L. J. Ch. 722; 23 L. T. 
375; 18 W. R. 961. 

. (47) (1887 > 35 Ch D. 472; 56 L. J. Ch. 913; 56 L. T. 
786; 35 W. R. 740. 


wholly for charity in the legal sense of 
that term. It will further be observed that 
the words used are not “charitable and 
religious,” but “charitable or religious.” It 
is a nice qaestion at the present day, chiefly 
owing to the decision of the House of Lords 
in Grimcnd v. Grimond (4$), whether gifts 
for religious institutions or religious pur- 
poses generally are good charitable gifts: 
See Theobald’s Law of Wills, 7th Edition, 
page 356 et seq. t where the subject will be 
found fully discussed. 

For all these reasons we are of opinion 
that the contention on behalf of the appel- 
lants is sound, and that this appeal must 
prevail. It is accordingly affirmed and, the 
decree of the lower Court being reversed, 
the plaintiffs will be given a decree declar- 
ing that the provisions of the Will empower- 
ing the trustee to dispose of the estate of 
the testatrix to any person or persons or to 
any charitable or religious institution or 
object are void for uncertainty and of no 
effect. But the rest of the Will holds good, 
and the estate is liable for the payment 
of all funeral and testamentary expenses and 
the legacy to the eight children of J. J. 
Smith, the second husband of the testatrix. 
We are also of opinion that the estate of 
the testatrix should bear the whole costs 
of this litigation in both Courts, and the 
decree will direct accordingly. We allow 
Pleader’s fees in both Courts taxed ad valorem 
of the property in dispute. 

Appeal allowed. 

(48) (1905) A. C. 124; 74 L. J. 1\ C. 35; 92 L. T. 
477: 21 T. L. R. 323. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal No. 74 op 1915. 

Suit No. 744 of 1913. 

December 11, 1916. 

Present : — Sir Lancelot Sanderson, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, 

Kt. 

HARIBANGSA SHIBDAS RAKSHIT— 

Defendant — Appellant 

versus 

NALINI MOHAN SHAHA — Plaintiff — 

Respondent. 

Contract Act {IX of 1872), s. 21 \ - Principal and 
agent — Agent for sale of goods — Delivery order received 
from broker — Payment to broker , whether discharges 
agent 

A delivery order for certain goods belonging to 
the plaintiffs’ firm was handed over to the defend- 
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ants, for the purposol of enabling them to sell the 
goods at a commission, by a broker who, in the 
defendants’ presence, endorsed the name of the 
plaintiffs’ firm on the order. The defendants sold 
the goods and paid the price to the broker: 

Held, that in the absence of a custom of the trade 
warranting the defendants to pay the price of the 
goods to the broker, or of proof that the plaintiffs 
had expressly or impliedly authorised the broker to 
receive payment, the defendants were not discharged 
from their liability to the plaintiffs for t he price of 
the goods, [p. 801 , col. ].] 

Appeal against the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Greaves, dated the 2bth July 1915, in Suit 
No. 744 of 1913. 

Mr. S. R. Das (with him Mr. K. P, Basu ), 
for the Appellant. 

Mr. 5. C. Bose (with him Mr. Sarkar ), for 
the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sanderson, C. J. — This is an appeal by 
the defendants from the judgment of Greaves, 
J., whereby he gave judgment for the plaint- 
iffs for Rs. 4,750 ond costs. 

The cases made by the plaintiffs and the 
defendants in the pleadings are fully set out 
in the learned Judge’s judgment, and I need 
not refer to them in detail. 

The case made at the trial for the plaintiffs 
was based upon the evidence of Bhuban 
Mohan Saha, who stated that he looked after 
the plaintiffs’ business. 

He alleged that the plaintiffs bought from 
Gillanders Arbuthnot tt Co. 251 bags of Java 
Sugar, and that a delivery order for the same, 
signed by Gillanders Arbuthnot Co., was 
brought to him by the broker of the plaintiff 
firm, viz,, one M, L. Roy. The delivery order 
was as fol lows: — 

Dock Delivery Order, 
Calcutta , 25 th April 1913. 

No. 479 


To 


I’ho Superintendent, 

Kiddorpore Docks. 

India" 


Olio 

anna. 


Please deliver to Ha boo Lalit M. Nalini 
11. Shall, 251 baps Java Supar Ami- 
17 Mark K. P. Q ' 

Ex: S. S. Burma. 


(Two hundred 
fifty one bags.) 


KnUU»rpore Docks 

N'o. ^7 north. 

Date 


Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co 


According to his story, on the 30fch May 
1913, he accompanied by M. L. Roy went to 
the defendants’ guddee and handed the delivery 
order to S. N. Rakshit, the defendants’ 
manager, and arranged with S. N. Rakshit 
to take delivery of the sugar and sell the 
same at a commission; the plaintiffs were to 
bear the costs and charges relating to the 
sugar, and after the sale the proceeds were 
either to be brought to the plaintiffs or 
intimation that the money was standing with 
the defendants to the plaintiffs’ credit was 
to be sent to the plaintiffs. In cross-examina- 
tion lie stated that at the tim6 he made over 
the delivery order, he told Surendra Nath 
Rakshit that Makhan Lai Roy would 
accompany the representative of the defend- 
ant firm to take delivery of the sugar from 
the docks, and that he ( Makhan Lai Roy) 
would sign the dock delivery order after 
inspecting the bags. He stated that Makhan 
Lai Roy had authority to sign the firm’s name 
and get delivery. I should also add that 
he stated in cross-examination that the 
transaction in suit was the first transaction 
that his firm had lmd with the defendants. 
He also stated that at most of his visits, I 
think in all his visits, to the defendants* 
guddee, with one exception, he saw Surendra. 

1 he defendants’ case on the other hand 
was that B. M. Shaba did not bring the 
delivery order to the defendants but that 
on the 2nd June M. L. Roy and Khitish came 
to Surendra Nath and stated they had lot of 
sugar which they wished him to sell on 
commission, and that the defendants agreed 
to this: that on the following day, the 3rd 
June, Khitish brought to the defendants the 
delivery order, that at the time the delivery 
order was brought, it bore the endorsement 
which now appears upon it. (In passing I 
may say that I think the learned Judge has 
in error fixed the first interview on the 3rd 
instead of the 2nd and the 2nd interview on 
the 4th instead of the 3rd: it is, however, a 
matter which makes no material difference.) 

It is common ground that the proceeds of 
the sale were not paid to the plaintiffs in ao- 
cord a nee with the agreement alleged by the 

plaintiffs; and that the plaintiffs have not in 
fact received the proceeds. 

It is necessary, therefore, in the first in- 
stance to arrive at a conclusion as to which of 



Vcl. XL] 


INDIAN OASES. 



HAR1BANQSA SHIBDAS RARSHIT V . NALINI MOHAN SHAHA. 


these two stories relating to the inception 
of the transaction, is true in fact. 

The learned Judge has said as follows:— 
Turning once more to the issues in this 
case, with regard to issue No. 1, that is to say: 
Did the plaintiff enter into any agreement 
with the defendant firm on the 30th of May 
as alleged in paragraph 3 of the plaint ?’ 
I feel some difficulty in deciding between the 
evidence called on behalf of the plaintiff and 
the evidence called on behalf of the defend- 
ant in this case, that is to say, as to whether 
the plaintiff’s representative Bhuban Mohan 
Shaha, as he alleged, came on the 30th May 
to the defendant’s guddee, or whether the 
story of the defendant is true that Bhuban 
Mohan Shaha never went there and that the 
whole business was transacted by Makhan 
Lai Roy and Khitish Chandra Pal. I do not 
think myself that it is really necessary to 
decide for the purpose of this case, which 
story in fact is true, but as the issue has 
been raised, I am bound to decide it, and so 
with some doubt I accept the story of the 
plaintiffs having regard to the corroboration 
afforded it by Khitish Chandra Pal that he 
had gone and entered into an agreement with 
the defendant firm on the 3Cth of May.” 

I am most unwilling to interfere with a 
finding of fact by the learned Judge who 
tried the case, and who has iiad the oppor- 
tunity of seeing and hearing the witnesses; 
but in this case the learned Judge has ex- 
pressed a doubt as to the correctness of his 
finding and has put on record the difficulty he 
has felt in coming to a decision. Although 
some weight must be given to the learned 
Judge s finding, even when it is given with 
doubt, as in this case, such a finding cannot 
be of such importance as a definite and deci- 
sive finding of fact, and it throws upon this 
Court the necessity of closely investigating 
t e evidence and arriving at a conclusion for 
ourselves, if possible, on this question of fact. 

After such investigation I have come to 
the conclusion that the learned Judge’s find- 
ing of fact, that the plaintiffs’ story should 

be accepted, should not be supported. First 

of all, theeyidpnce of B. M. Shaha as to this 

caseis almost entirely uncorro- 
borated. I do not think that the admission 
of Khitish that he knew of the dispute 
between the plaintiffs and defendants is 

much, if any, corroboration of the plaintiffs’ 

story; for it appears from his evidence that 


he did not receive any payment from the 
defendant firm after hearing of the trouble, 
and the last payment he did receive was 
on the 30th June; so that if this be accepted 
as correct, he did not hear of the trouble 
until the end of June, or beginning of July, 
and not by the 23rd June, as the learned 
Judge seems to think. This may have made 
a material difference in the learned Judge’s 
mind. 

Further, there are some features of the 
plaintiffs’ story which seem to me improbable. 
I do not understand why the plaintiffs’ 
manager, if he took the delivery order to 
the defendants on the 30th May and left it 
with them for the purpose of collecting the 
goods and selling them as he alleged, should 
not have endorsed the delivery order then 
and there. I think the reason alleged by the 
plaintiffs is not a sufficient or satisfactory one. 
Further, it is hard to believe the plaintiffs’ 
manager’s story as to his visits after the 30th 
of May, when he alleges the defendants told 
him they had not been able to get delivery 
of the goods owing to the weather, when, as 
a matter of fact, they had not only got de- 
livery but had sold them. This was a fact 
which the plaintiffs’ manager could have 
discovered for himself by the most casual 
enquiry at the docks, and which, of course 
the defendants mast have known. Again, 
if it be true that the defendants expressly 
agreed to take the proceeds of the sale to 
the plaintiffs, or that information that the 
money was standing with the defendants to 
the plaintiffs’ credit should be sent to the 
plaintiffs, I do not understand why the de- 
fendants, who are experienced in business, 
and against whose honesty as regards the 
money no accusation is made, should have 
failed to carry oat the arrangement, and 
should have paid the money to Khitish 
Chandra Pal and to Probodh — neither of 
whom, as far as the defendants were aware, 
were known to the plaintiffs. 

On the other hand, the defendants’ srory 
as to this part of the transaction is, I think, 
the more probable, and it has the advantage 
of being corroborated in material respects by 
the entries in their books, and though criti- 
cism has been directed to some of the entries, 
it has not been sufficient to convince me 
that the entries relating to the receiving of 
the delivery order were made otherwise 
than in the ordinary course of business. These 
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are florae of the reasons for my coming to the 
conclusion that the defendants’ story as to 
the inception of the business and the bring- 
ing of the delivery order should be accepted 
in preference to that of the plaintiffs. 

The case, therefore, must be considered 
upon the assumption that M. L. Roy and 
Khitish had an interview with the defendants 
on the 2nd of June, and that on 3rd June 
Khitish brought the delivery order in pur- 
suance of the arrangement made 
on the 2nd June, and that it then 
bore upon it the endorsement showing the 
name of the plaintiff firm by the pen of M. 
L. Roy. 

It is clear that the goods belonged to the 
plaintiffs and that they have not received 
the money realised by the defendants by the 
sale of fhe (plaintiffs’) goods. The defendants 
in the first instance sought to defend them- 
selves on the ground that as the delivery 
order endorsed in blank had been handed to 
them by Khitish, from whom they had 
received instructions, they were entitled to 
pay over the proceeds to Khitish in accord- 
ance with the custom of the sugar trade, 
and that they had paid over the proceeds, 
Rs. 4,750, in three instalments, viz., two 
of Rs. 200 and Rs. 50 to Khitish, and one of 
Rs. 4,500 to Probodh Ch. Roy, son of M« 

L. Roy, at the request of Khitish. This was 
the case made at the beginning of the dispute; 
see the defendants’ letter of 3rd July 1913 
and the statement of defence, and it was, in 
my opinion, the real case made by Surendra 
Nath Rakshit in his evidence, although there 
were variations of it at different stages of the 
evidence. 

The learned Judge decided against the 
existence of any such custom, and it was not 
seriously urged in the appeal that the pay- 
ment to Khitish by itself would amount to a 
discharge of the defendants. 

But it was argued (1) that in effect it was 

M. L. Roy and Khitish who handed over the 
delivery order and that, as far as the 
defendants knew, M. L. Roy and Khitish 
were owners of the sugar and principals in 
the transaction; 

(2) in the alternative, that, as far as the 

defendants knew, M. L. Roy was the owner 

and principal and Khitish was the broker 
acting for him; 

(3) that if neither was in fact a principal, 


the defendants were entitled to treat them! 
as being in the position of factors entrusted 
with the delivery order by the owners of the 
goods; and 

(4) that the defendants had paid Khitish 
and Probodh the proceeds of the sale, and 
that such proceeds had reached the pocket 
of M. L. Roy, and consequently they were 
discharged. 

It is to be noticed that this case was not 
made at the trial, and section 108 of the Con- 
tract Act, upon which the learned Counsel for 
the defendants relied, was not mentioned to 
the learned Judge, though it was urged that 
the defendants could raise the question whe- 
ther M. L. Roy was the agent to receive 
payment of the moneys in respect of the 25 
tons of sugar sold. 

As regards the payment, I think sufficient 
evidence has been given to justify us in com- 
ing to the conclusion that the moneys paid 
by the defendants to Khitish and Probodh, 
at the request of Khitish', were handed by 
them to M. L. Roy, that is, of course only for 
the purposes of this case. M. L. Roy has 
not been called as a witness and we have 
not heard his explanation, if he has any. The 
question, therefore, remains, can the defend- 
ants escape from liability to the . plaintiffs 
by relying on this payment to M. LC\Roy 
through Khitish and Probodh. 

As regards this matter, it must be remem- 
bered that the delivery order was made 
in the name of the plaintiff firm: it 
was endorsed in the name of the plaintiff 
firm, though by the pen of M. L. Roy. 
The aocount was opened in the name of 
the plaintiff firm in the defendants’ books 
in accordance with instructions from M. L, 
Roy or Khitish, as alleged by the defend- 
ants. M. L. Roy’s name does not appear 
in the books, in the defendants’ letter of 
3rd July 1913 or in the statement of defence. 

The defendants had known Khitish as a 
broker and M. L. Roy also as a broker, they 
had never heard the name of the plaintiffs 1 
firm before this transaction. 

No suggestion was ever made that the 
defendants regarded M. L. Roy as the owner 
of the goods until the trial of the case, and 
then what happened is described by the 
learned Judge as follows: — 

He stated in cross-examination that it 
was their custom to pay the persons who 
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brought the delivery order signed, and that 
these persons received payment, and that with 
regard to the transaction in suit he under- 
stood it was the joint transaction of Khitish 
and Makhan, and that Khitish said, with 
reference to the transaction, that he was 
Makhan’s . underbroker, Makhan being 
the principal, and the witness said: ‘My 
case is, that Makhan was the principal 

and Khitish the agent, and I had no concern 

with any one else.’ I remark, with regard 
to this in passing, that no such case was made 

ln ' v . r * tte . n statement, nor was it made 
until this suit had proceeded for sometime. I 
gather from Counsel for the defendants in this 
case that he does not rely on any such case, 
that is to say, that Makhan and Khitish were 
principals in the transaction.” 

. ^‘ aving ’ regard to the evidence and the 
circumstances of this case, I cannot believe 
that the defendants ever regarded M. L. 

° y . any ^ ln ff more than a broker, and 
Khitish as his underbroker; and I am con- 
vinced beyond all reasonable doubt that the 
only thing they cared about was that they 
lad received the delivery order endorsed 
in ank from Khitish, and consequently 
they considered .they were entitled to pay 
him and were fully discharged thereby. 

The reliance on the payment to M. L. Roy 

was an afterthought; but in view of the 

evidence I think they had notice that the 

principals were the plaintiff firm and that 

M. L. Roy was broker, and if they wished 

to rely on the payment to M. L. Roy as 

a discharge, they should have proved either 

that the plaintiffs had given authority to 

M. L. Roy to receive the money or that the 

plaintiffs had so acted as to make the 

defendants believe that they had done 

so. This, in my opinion, they have failed to 
do. 


sion as to the rights of the parties upon the 
merits of the case, and in my judgment this 
appeal should be dismissed with costs. 

M ookerjee, J. — I agree. 

Appeal dismissed. 


I ought to mention that the learned Counsel 
lor the appellants contended that if the 
plaintiffs’ story as to the alleged contract 
was not accepted, the form of the action was 
wrong; but that he did not intend to take 
any technical objection on that ground. 

The defendants had very considerable 
latitude in raising new points both in this 
Court and in the Court of First Instance, 
and I think that there are sufficient materials 
before us to enable us to come to a conclu- 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Letters Patent Appeal No. 28 of 1916 

March 9, 1917. 

Present: — Justice Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Kt., 

and Mr. Justioe Beachcroft. 

BADU MIA — Pl untiff — Appellant 

versus 

Srimati BADRANNESSA alias 
BEHARI BANOO, minor, by her father and 
guardian AHMED ALI and the said 

AHMED ALI also in his oivn right 

Defendants — Respondents. 

Muhammadan Law —Marriage — Divorce — Tafviz 

Delegation of power of divorce to wife, validity of — 
Contract Act (IX of 1872), «. 26, applicability of. 

It is lawful for a Muhammadan husband to delegate 
to his wife power to divorce herself on certain con- 
ditions, c. g., on the husband marrying a second wife 
[p. 801, col. 2; p 805, col. 1.] 

A provision in a dower-deed whereby a Muham. 

madan husband authorises his wife to divorce herself 

from him in the event of his marrying a second wife 

is not void under section 26 of the Contract Act. r n 
804, col. l.J ~ y ‘ 

Quxre. Whether there would be any difference in 
the law according as the dower-deed was an anti- 
nuptial or post-nuptial contract. 

Appeal against the following decree of 

Mr. Justice Newbould, dated the 4th January 

19!6 in Appeal from Appellate Decree 
No. 2b69 of 1914: — 

This is an appeal against a decree 
dismissing a suit for restitution of conjugal 
rights. The appellant is the husband. 
Shortly after his marriage he executed a 
kabinnamah. The case of the wife, which 
has been upheld by the desision of the 
lower Appellate Court, is that by the terms 
contained in this kabinnamah she had the right 
to divorce her husband on his marrying a 
second time and that she actually did divorce 
him by a registered deed. It waa held in 
the case of M aha ram Ali v. Ayesa Khatoon 
(1) by Woodroffe, J., and myself that a 
Muhammadan husband can lawfully delegate 
to his wife the power to divorce on the hus- 
band marrying a second wife. There is, 

(1) 31 Ind. Cas. 562; 19 C. W. N. 1226. 
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therefore, nothing illegal in the terms of the 
kabinnamah in the present oa9e, if it contains 
such a provision. The portions of the kabin- 
namah which are relevant on this point are 
paragraphs Nos 3, 9 and 10. The third para- 
graph provides that the husband shall not 
take any other wife. The ninth paragraph 
gives a general power of divorce; and the 
tenth paragraph states the circumstances 
under which that power of divorce can be 
exercised. After stating certain definite 
grounds such as insanity or impotence, the 
paragraph goes on to say: “if I break any 
one of the aforesaid conditions or a part of 
any such conditions, then you may on the 
strength of the authority given by me and 
referred to above release your body and take 
any other husband.” It is contended that 
the expression aforesaid conditions” means 
conditions specified in the first part of para- 
graph No. 10. To my mind there can be no 
doubt that the only reasonable interpreta- 
tion that can be placed upon these words is 
the conditions mentioned in the previous 
paragraphs of the deed. It is contended that 
it was not the case of the wife when 
she executed the talaknamah that she was 
empowered to do so by anything mentioned 
in the tenth clause of the kabinnamah . The 
reference there is to the ninth clause. But, 
as I have stated, this ninth olause is one 
which gives the general power and it is not 
necessary to make any special reference to 
the tenth clause. It is clear from the 
talaknamah that the right to divorce is 
claimed under the general condition of the 
tenth clause read with the previous conditions 
of the kabinnamah. One of these conditions 
stated in the talaknamah is that mentioned 
in the third clause, namely, the taking of a 
second wife. 

It is next urged on the authority of Sir A. 
Wilson s work on Anglo- Muhammadan Law, 
4th edition, at page lo7, that as the wife 
did not exercise her right of divorco im- 
mediately she heard of the second marriage, 
her right to do so ceased to exist. It is 
evident that the passage relied on refers to a 
case in which the husband after marriage 
conferred on his wife the right to divorce 
him and it does not apply to the general 
permission to divorce given by a marriage 
contract. This was tie view that was 
taken by a Division Bench of this Court in 


[mi 

the case of Ayatunnessa Beebse v. Karam Ali 
(*2). The fact that in the present case the 
kabinnamah was actually executed a few 
months after the marriage does not make 
that ruling inapplicable. The kabinnamah 
formed the marriage contract, though it was 
aotually reduced to writing and exeouted on a 
subsequent date. In my opinion, therefore, 
the lower Appellate Court is right in holding 
that the suit for restitution of conjugal rights 
must fail on the ground that there previously 
had been a valid divorce by the wife. I, 
therefore, dismiss the appeal with costs.” 

Babu Asiranjan Chatterjee , for the Appel- 
lant. 

Babn Manmatha Nath Mookerjee , for the 
Respondents. 

JUDGMENT.- We are of opinion that 
the decree made by Mr. Justice Newbould 
must ba atlirined. We have been invited 
to hold that the right conferred on the 
wife by the dower-deed was not properly 
exercised, and considerable time elapsed 
between her knowledge of the second 
marriage of her husband and the institu- 
tion of this suit. This point, however, 
was not taken in the Gourt of First In- 
stance and there has consequently been no 
determination of two material questions of 
fact, t iz. t first , whether the dower-deed was 
an anti-nuptial or a post-nuptial oontraot ; 
and secoiully , when did the wife become 
aware of the seoond marriage of her hus- 
band. The sole question in controversy 
throughout has been whether valid authority 
to divorce was conferred upon the wife 
and whether she has exercised that autho- 
rity in accordance with law. Upon that 
point, there can be no doubt that the view 
taken by the Subordinate Judge and con- 
firmed by Mr. Justice Newbould is correct. 
The decision of this Court in the case of 
Maharam Ali v. Ayesa Khatoon (l) has not 
been challenged. That case is an authority 
for the proposition that a provision in a 
dower-deed whereby a Muhammadan hus- 
band authorises his wife to divorce herself 
from him in the event cf his marrying a 
seoond wife, is not void under section 26 
of the Contract Act ; it is lawful for a 
Muhammadan husband to delegate to his 
wife power to divorce on certain eon- 


(2) 1 I ml. Ctts. 513; 12 C. W. N. 907; 30 C. 23. 
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ditions and the husband marrying a second 
wife is such a condition. It has been argued 
before us, however, that as in the deed of 
divorce the wife relied upon the ninth 
clause of the dower-deed, she is not now 
entitled to fall back upon the tenth clause. 
In our opinion, there is no force in this 
contention. If she has authority conferred 
upon her under the dower-deed, it is really 
immaterial under which clause of the docu- 
ment she purports to act. 

A refined argument was finally addressed 
to us as to the meaning and effect of the 
third olause which provides as follows: — 

So long as you live I shall not and 
cannot take any other wife. If I take one, 
then to that wife (1, 2, 3 talaks) the divorce 
by three alaks would apply.” It wa 9 argued 
that there could not be a breach of the 
condition not to take a second wife, as 
by virtue of this olause immediately upon 
the second marriage of the husband the 
second wife stood divorced. It is not 
necessary for us to decide whether this is 
the true effect of the second part of the 
clause or whether the second part merely 
emphasises the fact that the husband under- 
took not to take a second wife; for even 
if the interpretation put forward by the 
appellant be accepted as correct, it is clear 
that there could not be a divorce of the 
second wife till she had become a wife, 
and the moment she became a wife, 
there would be, on the part of the hus- 
band, breach of the condition not to take 
a second wife. We express no opinion 
upon the question whether such a covenant, 
according to the interpretation of the appel- 
lant, would be operative as against the 
second wife; nor do we decide the question 
raised before Mr. Justice Newbould, namely, 
whether there would be a difference in law 
in the relative positions of the parties accord- 
ing as the contract was post-nuptial or anti- 
nuptial. 

^^e result is that the decree made by 
Mr. Justice Newbould is affirmed and this 
appeal dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 

Original Civil Jurisdiction Suit No. 615 of 

1915. 

February 16, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Macleod. 

CHAMPSEY DOSSA and others — Plaintiffs 

VBTSUS 

GORDHANDAS KESSOWJI and others— 

Defendants. 

Bombay Salt Act (II of 1890), s. U— License to 

manufacture salt -Licensee tak ing partners to share in 
profits , legality of. 

Where a licensee under section 11 of the Bombay 
Salt Act, who is prohibited, by the terms of his 
license, from sub-letting the whole or a part of the 
privilege, admits some members of his family and 
others as partners in the business to share the profits 
the partners, however, not having any part in the 
manufacture of salt, the arrangement does not 
infringe the provisions either of the licence or of 
section 11 of the Act. [p. 808, col. ].] 

The admission of partners to share in the profits 
cannot be considered as a sub-letting or alienation 
of a part of the privilege, unless there has been a 
document directly transferring to the partners or 
attempting to transfer to the partners a part of the 
right to manufacture or vend. [p. 807, col. 2.] 

Messrs. Inver anty and Strangman. for the 
Plaintiffs. 

Messrs, Setalvad f Alulla and Kanga^ for 
Defendant No. 1. 

Mr. J. H. Vakil (with him Mr. Bahadur ji) 
for Defendant No. 2. ' 

Messrs B. J. Wadia and Desai % for Defend- 
ant No. 3. 

Messrs. Khan and Mina, for Defendant 
No. 4. 

Mersrs. Moos and Billimoria, for Defendant 
No. 5. 

JUDGMENT. 

Macleod, J. — This suit was originally 
filed by four of the sons of Dossa Ebji 
against a fifth son and two othor pGrsons, 
praying that the defendants might be 
restrained by an injunction from excluding 
the plaintiffs from their share in the partner- 
ship in this suit, or, in the alternative, that 
the partnership might le dissolved * from 
the date of the suit and the affairs thereof 
might be wound up under the directions 
of this Honourable Court. 

The first plaintiff died after the suit 
was filed and his son has been added as 
the fourth defendant. The fourth plaintiff 
apparently had some disputes with his co- 
plaintiffs and his name was struck out 
from the record as plaintiff and added as 
the fifth defendant. The family to which 
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the parties belong was joint and undivided, 
and for many years they had been carrying 
on business in salt. I need not go further 
back than 1909 when there was a family 
agreement, a part of which referred to a 
certain business in salt carried on at 
Bhaynder in which there were two outside 
partners, who are the second and the 

third defendants to this suit. The business 
was carried on in the name of Kessowji 

Dossa and the joint family had a share 

of elven annas, the second defendant had a 
share of three annas and the third defend- 
ant two annas. 

In 191 1, Gordhandas, the son of Kessowji, 
separated from the family, and a fresh 

agreement was entered into by which it 
was arranged that out of the eleven-annas 
share of the joint family in the business 
of Kessowji Dossa, Gordhandas should have 
a four-annas share, and the other members 
who remained joint, a seven-annas share. 

The business of manufacturing salt at 
Bhaynder was carried on under agreements 
with certain persons who held licenses 
from Government for long periods, and 
who are styled “Shilotries.” Exhibit C is 
an example of one of these licenses, clause 
5 of which is as follows: — 

That he, the licensee, shall not without 
the written permission of myself, i e., (the 
Collector of Salt Revenue) or of my 
successor in ollice for the time being, sublet, 
sell, mortgage or otherwise alienate whole or 
in part the privilege granted by this license 
of manufacturing salt on the land within 
the aforesaid limits/’ 

Whenever the licensee obtained permission 
to sublet, that was endorsed on the license 
in the following form: — 

The above-mentioned Shilotries have 
leased out the said salt works to Gor- 
dhandas Kessowji for tive years from the 
date the 1st of June 1905 and, therefore, all 
the aforementioned conditions apply to 
im. 

in the partnership agreements that 1 have 
referred to, executed in 1909 and 1911, 
nothing is said about, the subletting or 
alienation of the rights which Gordhandas had 
obtained to manufacture salt; the only 
agreement is that the parties shall share in 
the profits of certain shops in certain pro- 
portions. It has now been argued by the 


first defendant’s Counsel that these agree- 
ments of partnership were illegal and that, 
therefore, the plaintiffs cannot sue under them 
for a partnership account. 

Under section 11 of Bombay Act II of 
1890, no salt shall be manufactured and no 
natural salt and, except under the provisions 
of section 14, no salt-earth shall be excavated 
or collected or removed, otherwise than by 
the authority and subject to the terras and 
conditions of license to be granted by the 
Collector in this behalf. Section 47 provides 
a penalty for any one who, in contravention 
of the Act, or of any rule or order made 
under the Act, or of any license or permit 
obtained under the Act, manufactures, 
removes or transports salt, etc. 

The only question is whether Gordhandas 
having admitted certain persons to share in 
the profits which he derived from the 
manufacture and sale of salt thereby sublet, 
sold, mortgaged or otherwise alienated whole 
or in part the privilege granted by the license 
for manufacturing salt on the land within the 
limits mentioned in the license. 

In Gauri Shankar v. Mumtaz Ali Khan 
(1) the defendant had taken a lease for three 
years of a Government ferry and covenant- 
ed with the Magistrate, who granted the 
lease, not to underlet or assign the lease 
without the leave or license of the Magistrate 
and Mumtaz subsequently admitted another 
person as his partner to share with him the 
profits to be derived from the lease. It was 
held by the Full Bench that such partnership 
was not void by reason of the covenant not to 
underlet or assign the lease. Mr. Justice 
Oldfield, one of the referring Judges, was of 
opinion that the admission by the lessee of 
a partner to share the profits could not come 
within the meaning of the words “sub-lease” 
or transfer” and Mr. Justice Pearson 
accepted this view in the final judgment. 

It is not disputed that if Gordhandas had 
sublet or alienated the rights which he 
obtained from the Shilotries or had entered 
into any argeement with third parties, 
whereby he gave up entirely the management 
and control of the manufacture of salt under 
the license, that would have amounted to a 
breach of the condition. 

(I) 2 A. 41 J: 1 hub Deo. (x. s.) 791, 
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In 1 sma.il ji Yusufali v. Raghunath Lachi ram 
MdriOaai (2) Yusufalli obtained from Govern- 
ment a lease of certain salt pans to manufac- 
ture salt under a license. One of the conditions 
of the lease was that the lessee should not 
sublet the salt pans without the written 
permission of the Collector Without any 
such permission, however, Yusufalli sublet 
the salt pans to an outsider, who, as a 
security for the performance of the conditions 
of the sub-lease, deposited a sum of Rs. 1,000 
with Yusufalli. On the expiration of the 
term, a suit wasbroughtfortherecovery of the 
deposit from the representative of Yusufalli, 
who denied the right to recover the deposit 
on the ground that it formed a consideration 
for an agreement which had been forbidden 
by law and was illegal. The defendant’s 
plea prevailed and the suit was dismissed. 
The Court held that the real and necessary 
effect of the sub-lease was to enable the 
plaintiff to manufacture salt without a license 
in the guise of a sub .le^se, although that was 
forbidden by law and by the terms of the 
.license. The question was not discussed 
there whether the Court will distinguish 
between Acts relating to public policy and 
Acts passed for the protection only of the 
Revenue. Although under section 23 of, the 
Indian Contract Act, the consideration or 
object of an agreement is. unlawful, if it is of 
such a nature that, if permitted, it would 
defeat the provisions of any law, it must be 
noted that the Courts in India seem to 
recognise the distinction which has been 
drawn by the Courts in England between 
Acts the object of which is to impose con- 
ditions in order tb maintain the public order 
or safety or the protection of the persons 
dealing with those on whom the conditions 
are imposed, and Acts in which conditions 
are imposed merely for administrative 
purposes, for example, the convenient collec- 
tion of revenue : see Brown v. Duncan (3). 
But in the view I take of this case, it is not 
necessary to deal with that question. 

In Karsan Sadashiv Patil v. Gatlu Shivaji 
Prill ( 4 ) the first defendant had obtained 
a license under the Abkari Act to sell country 
liquor. • One of the conditions of the license 

i 

(2) 3 Ind Cas. 779; 33 B 636; 1 1 Bom. L. R. 743. 

(3) (1829) 10 B. & C 93; 5 Man. & Ry. 114; 8 ti. J. 
K. B. (o. s.) 60; 109 E E. 385. 

(4) 19 Tnd. Oga ; 442; 37 B. 329; 15 Bom. L, fc. 327. 


was that the licensee should not sell, transfer 
$9 another person, or sub let his right to sell 
country liquor obtained under the license and 
t ;he should not enter into any kabuliyat for 
the exercise of the said right, which, in the 
opinion of the Collector, is in the nature of 
a sub-lease. After obtaining the license, the 
defendant admitted a partner into the 
business, who afterwards brought a suit for 
an account of what was due on the 
partnership. A question having arisen as 
to whether the contract for partnership was 
forbidden by law and opposed to the policy 
and general tenor of the Act and, therefore, 
not enforceable in a Court of • Law, it was 
held that the omission in the license sanction- 
ed by Government in the year 1903 of all 
reference to the question of sub-letting . & 
part of the right to vend or of admitting 
persons into the business only pointed to 
the inference that the Abkari authorities 
had decided not to prohibit the taking up 
of other persons into partnership in the 
profits derived from the selling of liquor 
under an Abkari license. 

There is no doubt that in the license in 
that case there seems to have been noprohibi- 
tion against snb-letting a part of the right 
to vend; and by the conditions of the license 
in this case, the licensee is prohibited from 
sub- letting the whole or a part of the 
privilege, but I do not think that any import- 
ance ought to be attached to that condition. 
The admission of partners to share in the 
profits cannot be considered as a sub-letting 
or alienation of a part of the privilege, 
unless there has been a document directly 
transferring to the partners or attempting 
to transfer- to the partners a part of the 

right to manufacture or vend. -r. 

■ . . * . / • 

Mr. Inverarity was prepared to call 
evidence to prove that the licensees for the 
manufacture of salt have almost invariably 
had partners who prpvided capital for the 
undertaking and shared in the profits, and 
that the salt authorities were perfectly 
aware of this practice and had never raised 
any objection to it. Certainly, as far as 
this family is concerned, they have been 
dealing in salt for a very large number of 
years and sharing in the profits, although 
the license was in the name of only one of 
their number. But even if the authorities 
did npt object to that, it might still be 
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paid that that would not prevent the admis- 
sion of partners being illegal if that was the 
law. In so far as I conceded that that would 
be a correct argument, no useful purpose 
would be served by calling this evidence, 
whatever the attitude of the authorities may 
be. I prefer to decide the case, as far as 
I am concerned, on what I consider a far 
better ground, that the agreements of 1909 
and 1911 do not infringe the conditions 
imposed upon Gordhandes by the various 
licenses which he held for the manufacture 
of salt. The evidence shows, apart 
from that, that Gordhandas was the man 
who actually superintended the manufacture 
of salt; Dayabhai and Ranchhoddas lived at 
Bhaynder and worked at the shop, keeping 
the accounts, arranging for the weighing 
and the selling of salt, while the other 
partners were in Bombay receiving the sale 
proceeds from Bhaynder, mostly daily, 
paying the customs duties and doing other 
business necessitated by the work of the 
partnership. Therefore, none of the partners 
except Gordhandas had any part in the 
manufacture of salt and, therefore, it cannot 
be said that the effect of those agreements 
was to infringe the provisions either of 
the licenses or of section 11 of Act II of 
1890. Therefore, the first defendant is not 
entitled to exolude, or rather was not entitl- 
ed to exclude, his partners from sharing in 
the profits in the business, and there must be 
a dissolution of the partnership and accounts 
taken not, I think, from the date of the suit, 
but from the time the partnership came to an 
end in September 1910 under the agreement. 

Certain issues were raised by the third 
defendant. The first was whether the suit 
is not bad for misjoinder of defend- 
ants and causes of action. So far as 
the claim with regard to the six padavas 
is concerned, his contention was a 
good one and, therefore, it has been excluded 
from this suit. The first defendant admits 
that the six padavas belong to the plaintiffs, 
but he olaims a lien on them until his share 
m some other property has been ascertained. 
However, I have nothing to do with that 
question now in this suit. 

The other issue was whether this 
Court had jurisdiction to try the suit as 
regards the cause of action relating to the 
third defendant. The grounds for question- 


ing the jurisdiction of the Court were that 
the third defendant did not sign the agree- 
ment, that he lived at Bhaynder and the 
business was carried on at Bhaynder. As a 
matter of fact, the agreement was signed in 
Bombay and the third defendant was present 
and attested it. As the agreement referred 
to other matters concerning the family, 
the outsider partners in the Bhaynder 
salt business did not execute it, but there 
is no doubt that the third defendant agreed 
to the terras in Bombay and that the 
agreement was made in Bombay and a 
part of the business was carried on in 
Bombay; and, therefore, with leave, this Court 
has jurisdiction to try the suit with regard to 
the third defendant. 

On the issues Nos. 6 and 7, which were raised 
for the plaintiffs, and related to a certain 
lease obtained by Gordhandas, which was 
to run for five years from the 30th June 
1915, it is admitted by the first defendant by 
his Counsel that if the partnership was a 
good one, the partners wonld be entitled to 
the benefits of that lease and, therefore, the 
profits derived under the lease must go into 
the partnership aooounts. 

There will be a reference to the Commis- 
sioner to take account for the partnership on 
the basis of my findings. 

Costs. — Plaintiffs’ costs will be paid out of 
the assets. The first defendant must pay 
the plaintiffs’ costs of issue No. 1 and his own 
costs of that issue. The remainder of his 
costs will be paid out of the assets. 

The third defendant must pay plaintiffs’ 

costs of issue No. 5 and his own oosts of that 
issue. 

Defendants Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5 will be paid 

one set of oosts between them (out of the 
assets). 

Mr. Setalvad asks for directions of the 
Court about one existing lease whioh will 
run up to 1920. 

Mr. Inverarity replies no order oan be 
made until the Shilotri and the Colleotor 
are communicated with. 

Order.— I make an order for sale by the 
Commissioner of the interest of the defen- 
dant under the lease referred to. There 1*9 
no doubt that the consent of the Shilotri and 
the Salt Collector will have to be obtained 
so that the purchaser can obtain a good title. 
I have no doubt that the Shilotri and the 
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Salfc Collector will put no obstacles in the 
way when the circumstances are explained to 
them. The first defendant is the only 
person who is entitled under the lease. If 
he chooses to do nothing under the lease, 
then there is nothing to be done. 

Parties to have liberty to bid at the 
sale. 

Order accordingly. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Decree No. 519 of 1915 

and No. 99 of 1916. 

April 26, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Sharfuddin and 

Mr. Justice Roe. 

Babu GITA PROSAD SINGH and others— 

Plaintiffs — Appellants 

versus 

RAGHO SINGH and another — Defendants 

— Respondents. 

Limitation Act (IX of 1908), s. 20— Payment of 
principal by guardian for benefit of minor — Minor , 
liability of— Bond, suit on — Interest, when to be granted 
as damages — Document , construction of. 

Where a payment of money duo under a mortgage 
bond is made by the de facto guardian of a minor Tn 
order to avoid the immediate bringing of a suit on the 
bond against the minor, the period of limitation is 
extended under section 20 of the Limitation Act as 
against the minor, [p. 810, col. 1.] 

Where there is no stipulation in a bond for pay- 
ment of interest after due date, interest can be 
allowed only up to the date of payment of the debt 
as damages for recurring breaches of the contract 
to repay for the period of six years prior to the date 
of suit. [p. 810, col. 1.] 

Mathura Das v Raja Narindar Bahadur , 19 A. 39; 

23 I. A. 138; 1 C. W. N. 52; 6 M. L. J. 214; 7 Sar. P. 

C. J. 88; 9 Ind. Cas. (n. s.) 25, distinguished. 

Chajmal Das v Birj Bhukan Lai , 17 A. 511; 22 I. 

A. 199; 6 Sar. P. O. J. 6>4; 8 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 652 
(P. C.), relied upon. 

Where a document is silent with regard to 
interest and where there is no special mention of 
interest at a particular rate or of a particular sum 
handed over to the creditor, it must be taken that the 
intention of the parties is, in making re-payment, to 
pay only the interest actually due under the written 
instrument, [p. 810, col. 2.] 

Appeal from' a decision of the Additional 
Subordinate Judge, Monghyr, dated the 23rd 

August 1915. 

Mr. Ganesh Dutta Singh , for the Appellants. 
Messrs. Ramprasad , Shevanandan Rai and 
Qangadhar Das, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Roe, J. — These appeals are appeals by the 
plaintiff apd dpfepdapt respectively in a spit 


brought upon the footing of a mortgage-bond 
dated the 27th of July 1893, the due date of 
payment being the 1st of Bhadra 1301 
which corresponds to 15th September 1894. 
Limitation is claimed to be saved by pay- 
ments made of Rs. 2,452 on the 6th August 
1898 and of Rs. 800 on the 29th of May 
1909. The learned Subordinate Judge has 
accepted the proofs given of these payments 
and has decreed the plaintiff’s suit, but in 
decreeing the suit has refused to give interest 
at the bond rate beyond the date of re-pay- 
ment, and has oonfined the interest to six 
years interest at 6 per cent, per annum, upon 
the ground that the bond is silent as to 

the interest to be paid after the date of re- 
payment. 

On behalf of the defendant it is contended, 
firstly , that the learned Subordinate Judge 
was in error in accepting the payment of 
Rs. 800. The payment of Rs. 2,452 is not 
denied. And seimdly , it is argued that if 
the payment of Rs. 800 was made, it was made 
by one Bacha Singh who was not the lawful 
guardian of the defendant, who was a minor 
at the time of the payment. 

On the first point we agree with the learned 
Subordinate Judge that the evidence of 
this payment is overwhelming. There is no 
reason whatsoever for stigmatising the wit- 
ness Deoki Nandan Singh as a perjuror. He 
is a respectable gentleman paying Rs. 157 
income-tax and there can be no reason why 
he should lend himself first of all to the 
support of a deliberate forgery of the 
endorsement, and secondly to actual 
participation in the forgery of the letter 
Exhibit 7, which is an intimation to him that 
Rs. 8G0 out of the bond money has been 
paid. This letter is dated the 29th of May 
1909, the day after the payment. We see 
no reason whatsoever for disagreeing with 
the learned Judge’s finding of fact. 

With regard to the position of Bacha 
Singh there is very little on the record. It 
is admitted that he was the nearest male 
cognate of the minor and that there were no 
male agnates living. It is shown that in 
another suit he was nominated by the Court 
to act as guardian of the minor and it is ad- 
mitted that in all the mutation proceedings 
which were necessitated by the death of 
the minor’s father Bacha Singh acted 
for him and it is proved that in the 
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Record of Rights prepared upon a Cadas- 
tral Survey, Bacha Singh was entered 
in the khewat as the guardian of the minor. 
He was undoubtedly the de facto guardian and 
there is nothing tangible on the record to 
show that he was not the lawful guardian. 
The payment made by him clearly avoided 
the immediate bringing of a suit against 
the minor and there is no reason to suppose 
that the payment was not made for the 
minor’s benefit. YVe hold that the appellant 
was rightly made liable under the bond. 

With regard to the contention that interest 
should have been given at the stipulated 
rate from the date of the bond up to the 
date of realisation, the decision of the 
Judicial Committee reported as Mathura 
Das v. Raja Narindar Bahadur (1) 
has been quoted as authority for the pro- 
position that the bond before us intended 
that interest should iun after the date of 
re- payment. We have searched the document 
in vain for any such indication. Not one 
word anywhere is said with regard to 
payment of interest after the due 
date and the case seems to us to be 
indistinguishable from the case of Chajmal 
Das v. Rirj Bhnkan Lai (2) decided by 
the Judicial Committee in the defendant’s 
favour. We hold that there being no 
stipulation for payment after d ue date, interest 
can be given only up to the date of pay- 
ment and following the line of decisions 
beginning from the case of Go} am Abas 
v. Mahomed Jnjjer (3) we must hold 

that the six years’ rule of limitation applies 

and that interest can be given only as 
damages for recurring breaches of the con- 
tract to re pay for the period of six years 
prior to the date of suit, 

Mr. Pugh advances an ingenious argument 
that if under thelntereat Act a Court is entitled 

to decree interest by way of damages the 
creditor, whenever a payment is to be made, is 
entitled to regard the sum which the 
Court would have decreed, as interest, and 
to take any part of the sum re-paid as Mich 
interest. We do not. think that the Interest 
Act can be stretched to this point. Where 
a document is silent with ,egard to interest 


ii) 10 A 39 ; 'sa i a. i as- i c \y v r >. p \i | , 

2N; ' >:,r - 1 0 d ' ss ; 0 111. I Drc (x. s ) -»f, 

7 \~n 7 A / A11 ; < 5 S; ‘>- I*. .1. HIM. s 

I rid. Dee. ( n . s ) (J:)2 (1*. C .) 


(3) 10 C. 23a; 9 Ind. Doc. (n. a.) 4(5 1 


and where there is rio special mention of 
interest at a particular rate or of a particular 
sum handed over to ths creditor, we must 
take it that the intention of the parties wai, 
in making re-payment, to pay only the 
interest actually due under the written 
instrument. 

In this Case the only interest due under 
tho written instrument on the Hrst date of 
payment, the 6th of August 1898, was 
Rs. 395-8-0 and there is nothing in the 
endorsement recording this re-payment to 
suggest that there was any intention to pay 
a larger sum of interest than this. 

With regard tothesecond paymentof Rs. 800 
the position is more difficult, for there is a 
distinct statement made by the ga \rdian when 
making the re-payraent that the repayment 
was intended to be made as a payment of in- 
terest. U nder the written instrument no interest 
was due between the 6th August 13)S and 
25th September 1909; if, therefore, no interest 
was due, no interest could be paid, and if no 
interest could be paid the present suit would be 
barrel by limitation. That it was the inten- 
tion of the parties to pay this sum. of Rs 800 
as interest is clear, otherwise the creditor’s 
right to sue would have lapsed and the 
receipt of Rs. S00 would not be of such value 
to the creditor as to warrant his acceptance 
of it as part payment of principal. We 
must take it, therefore, that this Rs. SO) was 
intended to wipe out all interest equitably 
due from the 6th August 1S9S up to 29th 
of May 1 90). Interest under the Interest 
Act will accrue from the 25th of September 
1909 up to the date of realisation, the 
payment of Rs. S00 on the 29th of May 1909 
being within six years of the institution 
of the suit. Interest should also run during 
the prosecution of the suit up to the date of 
realisation 

1 lie account, therefore, must be amended 
and a decree must be made for Rs. 1,83112 0 
due on the 29th of May 1909 plus 
interest at 6 per cent, from that date 
up to the date of realisation. Failing 
payment of that sum within three mouths 
of tli is Conn’s decree the mortgaged pro- 
perty will be put up for sale. The plaintiff 
is entitled to costs Rs. 1,83112-Opf u>' interest 
to t l»e d \te of suit in the lower Court. In 
appeal each side will bear its own costs. , 

Appeal accepted in part,\ y 
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MADRAS HIGH COURT 

Appeal against Order No. 107 of 1912 . 

October 4 , 1916 . 

Present — Mr. Justice Oldfield nod 
Mr. J ustic , Krislinan 

SRINIVASA RANGA ROW PANTULU 
and another by tu E OFFICIAL ASSIGNEE, 
MADRAS— Petitioners— Applllan™ 

versus 

RAJA KIT MARA VENKATA PERUMAL 
RAJU BAHADUR VARU 
minor RAJAH ok KARVETNAG AR 

BY guardian Mr, W. A. VA R A D AC H A R [ A R 
— Doonter-petitioner— Respovofnt 

Madras Court of IJW* Act (/ of 1902) sw 37 qq 
41 — Scope of s. 41 “Shall >,„/ , 6 ' S3 ' 

pecuniary claims", mean inn of () r he f°. re other 

owner-interpretation of Statute, * J l> ° ‘ 

AQttf« PerS01 ? hav , illg pecuniary claims a-ainst an 
estate under the management of n l 

Wards must himself notif/the same to the cXelo 
and cannot roly upon a notification mLle by " per 
son having an interest only in a part of tint i P - e 

[p. 8i2, col. ].] J 1 a pan ot that claim. 

Section 37 of the Court of Wards Act 
recognize the notification of a claim by any person 

° r a PerS ° n em « V him ! 

The cessation of interest under section 41 mn 
fcmues even after the release of the estate to the 
ward unless the same is subsequently revieribv 
act ot parties, [p. 81 5, col. l.j ‘ 01 

Per Oldfield, J. — The language of section 41 r.f n 
Court of Wards Act, when interpreted with reference 
to other sections of the Act, makes it perfectly clear 
that the tenure of the Court of Wards am- • 
intended to affect the estate permanently, „ot only 
directly in respect of debts actually discharged but 
m certain circumstances indirectly by reducing tlm 

due when the Court’s tenure 

39Mt“9TlH jfTvT ' « V k V mr l t1e J { “ J ' W ’ 8 Ind - Cas - 

t y , , ■ W : 7Sm 7 ° ; 6 M * L - T - 29 ~> followed 
1 ®f ctl , on * has the eff ect of postponing unnotified 
debts to those notified under section 3S (1) of 

the Act, even after the estate has been released 
fiom the Court of Wards and handed over to the 
zemmdar. L p. 813, col. 2; p. 814, col. 1.1 

nn^cf 11Stl llC h° U which makes a certain provision of 
oLt Saperfl 110113 w not legitimate when another 
~ ucfcl0n M explaining the insertion of the pro. 
vision is easily available, [p. 813, col. 1.] 

Court nfw hn i 7 \ J " ( tlissenti ng).— Section 41 of the 
at ot Wards Act cannot possibly continue to apply 

to an estate winch has been freed from the control 
jf the Court of Wards and to which the Act itself has 
ceased to apply. The question whether the dis- 
abilities once imposed on any particular creditor by 
.the application of the section continue to have 
effect even after such application has ceased 
depends upon the character of the disability, whether 
it is necessarily of a permanent character or is only 
a temporary one. [p. 814 , col. 2; p. .815, col, 1.] 


m 


Ihe vonls shall not be paid until after tl * 
discharge or satisfaction of the claim l , 

admitted under section 38” in section 41 of hdl°f 
merely prescribe an order of priority to br foil 7 
inpayment of certain debts ’ but oe not 'ut 

I‘. n “ to th «"s mi cl, an order can be availed of vl 
be payment is made or demanded, only if j, 

!°! c< ‘ i,t : "nilime. 1, is ivorded in , I, form of 
'"junction not to pay until a corf, in H T ■ , " 

and like otlie, injunctions it can have effect mT‘ 

[pTlS, cols.”/* ?!]“ 1,88 " 0t ’*“•>' P er *” a "nnt effect.' 

A jobd undivided mud!/ family one < “ 6 ’ T'' 2 J 

=rv\s:- se jfs 

Mszs&z as a* Bsv 

‘cZt J7Z; Srt: t, “svr •' 



Official Assignee on behalf f thi V T Pcd3 ‘ 
for execution of the appHed 

ment of the surplus sale-proceeds in LoolV FT 
mortgage-decree: S m execution of the 

Hc1 ( l j ( Kt'islt no u y J dissonrino 8 ^ fi 

to notify the mortgage. debt bad tI,e °” ,8S '°" 

effect of making the? f, derest cease “ 

also entirely Do^fnnnpri ti ^ bufc 

until the other creditors who hXSdlhe.V cla' ^ 
liad been satisfied, [p. sir, tol . 2 ; p. Sl4 col , ! * 

Appeal against the order of the ri; • , 

£ "?■ £*-,**" SSS 

So 48 'o 19,7 fo'Hion 

Mzzr, „»?s 

hutF ^ Narasimha A "Jafgar, for the Appel- 

Messrs L A. Govindaraghava Aiyar and 
L. Penkataroghava Aiyar , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Oldfield J.— This appeal relates to the 
execution of a decree against respondent a 
m.nor zemindar. Appellant, the Official 

Ass.gnee, is executing as Receiver in a rar 

t'tion suit of the property of a family 0 f 
which the decree forms part. The question 
is whether section 41, Act I of 1902, debars 
him from executing at present and including 
certain mterest in the amount claimed 
inasmuch as the respondent’s estate came’ 
under the Court of Wards in 1907 and 
notification under section 37 (1) having bUn 
duly published, this claim was not notified to 
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the Collector. It is not disputed that, if referred to, absolute, subject to one quali- 


respondent can plead section 41, he must 
succeed. 

Two answers to this plea have been at- 
tempted, which were not suggested in the 
lower Court. Fiistly , it is alleged that 
Gopaul Row, 3rd defendant in the parti- 
tion suit above referred to, duly notified 
his claim in respect of his decree and that 
appellant is entitled to rely on that notifi- 
cation. Its terms, however, are not before 
us and they may have covered only Gopaul 
Row’s share. But, if they were comprehensive, 
it is still the case that section 37 does 
not recognise the notification of a claim by 
any person except the claimant or, of course, 
a person empowered by him; and it is not 
shown how Gopaul Row was so empowered. 
Secondly , it is urged that appellant was 
absolved from any obligation to notify 
because although he was known to the 
Collector to have a claim, the notice required 
by section 37 (2) was never sent to him. 

It is sufficient that, if the Collector can 
be presumed to have known of the claim, 
because (as appears from Exhibit II) it 
was made during a previous tenure by the 
Court of Wards of the same estate, he 
must be presumed to have complied with 
the law and sent notice in respect of it. 
The question whether he did so or not, 
one of fact, was not raised in the lower 
Court, and cannot be raised for the first 
time here. 

Appellant, however, has relied mainly on 
the argument that section 41 cannot be 
applied to postpone or reduce the amount 
of respondent’s liability, after the manage- 
ment by the Court of Wards has ceased. 
This is urged on the grounds that the 
contrary view is not supported by the 
languago of the section, is inconsistent with 
the proviso to section 40, would render the 
ward’s position, after ho receives back the 
estate, anomalous, and is not entailed by 
the policy of the Act. It is further urged 
that J^epnru Kahippa Reddi v Umade Rajaha 
(1) on which the lower Court relied was 
decided wrongly. As the present case has 
been argued fully, I give my reasons for 
concurring in that decision at length. 

The language of section 41 is, as observed 
by the learned Judges in tho case just 

(l) S Iml. Cns. 392; (1911) 1 M. W. N. 7»i S M. L. T. 
297. 


fioation to be specified later. The proviso 
to section 40 merely preserves the claim- 
ant’s right to have recourse to the Civil 
Court to enforce notified claims, which the 
Court of Wards has allowed or disallowed, 
and does not affect the unnoti5ed claims, 
to whioh alone seotion 41 applies. The 
anomalous result alleged to follow from 
the application of the latter section, as 
entailing a permanent deprivation of interest 
and postponement, is, that the ward on 
majority would be compellable to pay notified 
before unnotified creditors. But it has not 
been shown how it would be difficult for 
him lo do so or for Courts to enforce his 
obligation, though the decision as to the 
form of remedy available to a notified 
oreditor, who has been prejudiced by pay- 
ments to postponed creditors, may be de- 
termined with regard to the circumstances 
of the case, when it arises. Lastly, it is 
urged that the policy of the Act is to ease 
the estate only during the tenure by the 
Court of Wards, not to reduce its debts per- 
manently. But we have been shown no 
legitimate reason for holding that the latter 
was not the object of the Legislature; and the 
only method of interpretation clearly per- 
missible in the circumstances, reference to 
the other provisions of the Act, shows that 
the tenure of the Court of Wards was 
intended to affect the estate permanently, 
not only direotly in respect of debts aotually 
discharged, but in certain circumstances in- 
directly, by reducing the amounts of debts 
still due, when the Court’s tenure ended. 

Section 37 (1) provides for ihe notifica- 
tion of all claims, both those which are and 
those which are not immediately enforceable 
without distinction ns regards the latter 
between those whioh will and those *hich 
will not mature before the ward's majority 
in cases in which it will terminate the 
Court’s tenure; and the wording of seotion 
40 and, as has been already observed, 
seotion 41 includes nothing respecting its 
application to the former class. So also, as 
regards section 42, in which moreover the 
reference, not only to the ward but also to 
his representative, justifies affirmative argu- 
ment. Sections 43 and 44 relate to the 
determination by the Collector on behalf of 
the Court of Waids of possession under 
mortgages aud leases and provide lor a 
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right of suit in the Civil Courts and in the 
one case for discharge of the mortgage as 
though it were not one with possession, in 
the other, for revision of the terras of the 
lease. But it is noticeable that there is no 
such general provision, as the appellant’s 
argument requires, for a revival of the 
original mortgage or for a return to the 
original rate of rent or a restoration to 
possession, w hen dispossession has taken place. 
Sections 43 and 44 are accordingly consistent 
with respondent’s argument and sections 37 
(1) and 42 support it affirmatively. 

Section 55 is, it is argued, not directly 
applicable to the case of respondent; and it 
has accordingly been referred to only as 
supporting inferences regarding the meaning 
of other provisions. The material portion of 
it is clause 3, which negatives the applica- 
tion of sections 4 * , 42 to debts unpaid, 
when the estate is restored to the proprietor 
under this section. The appellant is con- 
strained to represent this provision as actually 
superfluous and introduced only to meet 
possible doubts in the particular cases, with 
which the section deals. But such a con- 
struotion is not legitimate, when, as here, 
another is easily available, by which t^e 
insertion of the clause can be explained; 
that is, as specifying an exception to the 
general rule. That an exception is intended 
is particularly clear from the mention in 
clause 2, not only of section 41, but also of 
section 42, the wording of which has already 
been referred to as inconsistent with appel- 
lant’s argument. Clause 2 of section 55 
affords another instance of special provision 
for cases covered by the section on a matter, 
regarding which a general provision could 
easily have been made, but, as already 
pointed out, has been omitted, the restoration 
to possession of encumbrancers dispossessed 
under section 43 and still unpaid; and here 
again the point is clear, since, if the termin- 
ation of the Court of Wards’ management 
involved, as appellant contends, the complete 
restoration of all creditors to their original 
rights, the clause would not have applied the 
same treatment to all cases, including those 
in which the mortgagee is paid off under 
section 43 (5) otherwise than in accordance 
with the terms of his mortgage. Reference 
to section 55, therefore, confirms the conclusion 
that, subject to one exception not material in 


this case, section 41 is intended to have 
general and permanent effect. 

In conclusion, I refer shortly to the 
considerations, which, I understand, have 
impressed my learned brother. There is first 
the view that Chapter 5, in which seotion 41 
occurs, deals exclusively with ascertainment 
and settlement of debts by the Collector, that 
the use of the word “Ward” in the section 
limits its application to the ascertainment of 
liabilities during the Court of Wards’ tenure 
and that a distinction is to be drawn between 
the provisions for cessation of interest and 
for postponement, the one being of permanent, 
the other only of temporary effect. As 
regards the contents of Chapter 5, the head- 
ing, on which^my learned brother relies and 
which runs “ascertainment and settlement 
of debts”, is to my mind with all respect 
perfectly general; and the sections, par- 
ticularly 37 (1) and 42, are as already shown 
irreconcilable with his conclusion. The 
word Ward in section 41 is appropriately 
used without qualification, because it is con- 
nected with claims unnotified and not 
admitted during the continuance of the 
guardianship. The distinction proposed 
between the two provisions in the section is 
not supported by anything in its wording and 
does not, in my opinion, follow necessarily 
from anything in the parties’ position. It 
may be that, as my learned brother says, the 
zemindars claim to postpone payment of a 
particular debt has no merits apart from the 
Act and that the object of section 41 is 
merely to induce creditors to come forward 
promptly. But, when it is conceded that the 
inducement has taken the form of a penal 
interference with the rights of those who 
delay, discussion of the policy of the Act and 
its effect in individual cases is irrelevant- 
and the assumption of a particular limit to 
such interference is, in the face of the general 
wording, inadmissible. 

The other objection calling for notice is 
that, appellant’s lien on the fund in Court 
being in no way affected by the Act, it can 
serve no useful purpose to put off payment to 
him from it, since he will be entitled to be 
paid from it eventually. But if, as I think 
the foregoing represents the correct view 
of the effect of section 41 (and notice may be 
invited particularly to the words in it “not- 
withstanding any contract to the contrary”) • 
appellant’s lien is affected by the Act and 
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he can be paid only after the notified 
creditors, to whom he is postponed, have 
been satisfied. It is not alleged that they 
have been; and in fact no argument in 
this form seems to have been attempted 
before the lower Court. 

In these circumstances, 1 would follow 
Depnru Kalappa Reddi v. fJmade Raj aha (1) 
and confirm - the lower Court’s decision 
dismissing the appeal with costs. 

The result is that the appeal is dismissed 
with costs. 

Krishnan, J. — The facts of this case may 
be briefly stated as follows- — One V. Krishna- 
swami Rao became an insolvent and his 
estate vested in the Official Assignee of 
Madras. He was a member of a .joint Hindu 
family uf four persons. One of the assets 
of the family was a mortgage decree for 
a lakh of rupees against the zemindar of 
Karvetnagar, in Original Suit No. 7 of 1894. 
The Official Assignee brought a Civil Suit 
No. 116 of 1897 for partition and got himself 
appointed as Receiver to execute the mort- 
gage decree. But before this was done, 
an one-twenty -fourth share in the decree had 
passed to a person not a party to the partition 
suit or the order in it. This share finally 
passed to one Srinivasaraghavachari. The 
Court of Wards had taken charge of the 
Karvetnagar Estate in 1899, the then 
zemindar having been declared a Ward. 
That management continued up to 1905 
when the estate was released as the zemindar 
died. The Official Assignee tiled Execution 
Petition No. 132 of 1905 for executing the 
mortgage-decree. The minor zemindar who 
had succeeded to the estate was also declared 
a Ward of the Court of Wards, who assumed 
management again in August 1907 before 
the execution was carried out That manage- 
ment continued till January 1910, when the 
estate was released under the discretionary 
power given to do so under the first part of 
section 54. The usual notification was 
published by the Collector under section 
37 (1) in February 1908 calling upon all 
creditors to notify their debts, and a special 
notice was apparently sent to the Official 
Assignee. Eor some reason not apparent, the 
Official Assignee failed to notify his mort- 
gage decree debt. In December 1911 the 
District Court held that under section 
41 of the Act the claim of the Official 


Assignee to execute his decree should be 
postponed until after discharge or satisfaction* 
of the claims of creditors notified or admitted 
under section 38 and that interest should 
cease from August 1908, that is, at the expiry 
of six months from the date cf notification 
under section 37 (1). Against this order the 
present appfal was filed in this Court by the 
Official Assignee and twfl others. It was 
once dismissed for default but, on good 
cause being shown, was restored. 

In the meanwhile Srinivasaraghavachari 
above mentioned, assignee of one-twenty- 
fourth share in the decree, applied for 
execution. His application was allowed as 
he had properly notified his claim under 
section 3b, In execution the mortgaged 
property was sold in April 1916, and 
purchased by one Mr. Muthia Chetty, a 
stranger, and we are informed that the 
money is in Court. 

The decree in Original Suit No. 7 of 
1894 having been fully executed, the prayer 
in the Execution Petition No. 132 of 1905 
under appeal to sell the mortgaged 
properties can no longer be granted; but 
it is argued that the money in Court, the 
balance of sale-proceeds of the property 
available for the Official Assignee, if any, 
should be paid cut. 

The main argument addressed to us had 
reference to the meaning and applicability 
of section 41 of the Act. Two minor 
points were argued which are dealt with 
by my learned brother in his judgment in 
paragraph 2, and I entirely agree with his 
view. As regards section 41, the appellant 
contends that its application and effeot 
cease as soon as the estate is released 
from the control of the Court of Wards 
under section 54 of the Act; the respondent 
maintains the contrary. The section cannot 
possibly continue to apply to an estate 
which has been freed from the control of 
the C ourt of Wards and to which the Act 
itself has ceased to apply. The real ques- 
tion for decision is, as 1 apprehend it, 
whether the disabilities imposed on any 
particular creditor by the application of the 
section once continue to have effeot even 
after such application has censed. This, to 
my mind, depends on the character of the 
disability imposed, that is, whether it ia 
necessarily of a permanent character or ia 
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one. As regards the 
cessation of interest, I am prepared to agree 

that the language in the section makes 
interest cease altogether; and, therefore, 
unless such interest is revived after the 
section ceases to apply, either by law or 
by act of parties, its cessation continues 
in effect. I have said “by act of parties”, 
as in my view there is nothing in the 
section or elsewhere to prevent the zemindar 
from entering into a fresh contract to pay 
interest for proper consideration after he 
is freed from the control of the Court 
of .Wards. There is no law which has the 
effect of reviving interest except section 55 
(3) which, however, does not apply to the 
present case as the estate was not released 
under clause 1; and no act of parties has 
been referred to as having that effect. 1, 
therefore, agree that interest was rightly 
disallowed to the appellants from 28th 

August 1908 when the six months under 
section 37 expired. 

With all respect to my learned brother 
I am unable to take the same view as he 
does, regarding the effect of the second 
part of section 41. It directs that unnotified 
pecuniary claims against the ward or his 
property shall not be paid till- after the 
discharge' or satisfaction of the notified 
claims. To adopt the view that has found 
favour with my learned brother leads in 
certain cases • to the very drastic result of 
extinguishment of the security and the debt 
of a secured creditor. I find it difficult to 
persuade myself that the Legislature intended 
to attach such a serious penalty to the mere 
omission to notify a debt. Of course if 
the result is clear on the language of the sec- 
tion, we must accept it, but I do not think 
the words of the section necessitate or 
justify such a construction as penal 
sections should be strictly construed con- 
sistently with the language used. It seems 
to me the words above mentioned merely 
prescribe an order of priority to be followed 
in payment of certain debts but do not 
put an end to them; such an order, it 
seems to me, can be availed of, when pay- 
ment is made or demanded, only if it is 
in force at the time. It is worded in the 
form of an injunction not to pay until a 
certain thing is done and like other injunc- 
tions it can have effect only when it is in 


force; it is difficult to see how it can have 
any after-effects. It does not, from its 
nature, appear to me to have a permanent 
efiect. The fact that at one time a par- 
ticular rule of priority applied to certain 
debts does not carry with it the result that 
the same rule should always be applied 
unless changed. It will, therefore, follow 
that this rule of priority unlike the rule 
as to cessation of interest ceases to have 
effect as soon as the section ceases to apply. 

The wording of the section, instead of 
being against this view, rather supports it, 
as it refers to pecuniary claims against the 
ward or his property. It is difficult to 
contend that the debt due by a zemindar , 
after he has entirely oeased to be a ward’ 
can be described as a claim against a ward! 

I think the use of the term" ward ” in the 
section is very significant and is a clue to 
its construction; and that it shows that the 
last portion of the section only applied to 
debts due by persons who are wards. A 
reference to the various sections where the 
term ward’ is used shows that it is not 
applied to a person who was once a ward 
but has ceased to be so. 

I am inclined to think that the section, 
while it, imposes certain disqualifications on 
unnotified creditors for the purpose of inducing 
all creditors to notify their claims to the 
Collector in time, really prescribes a rule to 
be followed by the Collector when he pays 
the debts according to section 32, clause 2. 
The wording of the section seems to imply 
that unnotified debts will also be paid though 
only after the notified ones ; that would indi- 
cate that the rule is connected with some 
method of payment and the only method pro- 
vided is the one under section 32 of the Act. 
There is no method provided by which an 
unnotified creditor can compel the zemindar 
after release of his estate to pay all the 
notified debts so that he may claim 
payment of his debt in turn ; thus if the 
latter part of section 41 is to have the effect 
after the estate is released, a zemindar can 
effectively prevent the unnotified creditors 
from realising their debts at all by simply 
keeping undischarged a single notified debt • 
this is a result that can hardly be looked 
upon as reasonable. 

It may also be pointed out, though perhaps 
much stress cannot be laid on it, that the 
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section occurs in a chapter which deals, 
according to its head-note, with ascertain- 
ment and settlement of debts” under the Act; 
i. e. t by the Collector. Section 41 would 
seem to come under the description settle- 
ment of debts” and it would thus be by the 
Collector. 

I shall now examine the arguments against 
the view set forth above. It is first uiged 
that the question is covered by the authority 
of the case of Depuru Kolappa Reddi v. Umad 
Rajaha (1). That decision states that 
the provisions of section 41 are absolute. 
Though the weight of its authority is great 
as the learned Chief Justice was a party to 
it, it is difficult to understand what exactly 
the learned Judges meant by the statement 
above mentioned and why they said it, as 
there is no discussion of the question of the 
meaning of section 4! in their judgment. 
The District Judge had held, in the order 
appealed against, that the section did not 
apply at all to decrees which were being 
executed in Civil Courts and that was the 
view that was reversed. It is not clear 
whether the question of postponement of 
payment even after the release of the estato 
was really argued or considered by their 
Lordships. The argument based on section 
55, clause 3, that the reference in it to sec- 
tion 41 would become superfluous in the view 
I have taken is not valid, as it is quite 
necessary to revive the agreement as to in- 
terest which is abrogated by that section, as 
1 have pointed out above. 

It is also quite true, as my learned brother 
has pointed out, that the tenure of an estate 
under the Court of Wards thus permanently 
affects it in many ways and that the creditors 
are not restored to all their original rights 
on the termination of that management. I3ut 
with all respect, it seems to me that the 
question at issue cannot be deoided on such 
considerations but must depend on the 
language of section 41 and its meaning. 

I think it is legitimate to examine the result 
of a particular construction of a section to 
see whether it should be adopted where the 
meaning is not clear. If we look at the result 
of holding that the prohibition in section 41 
continues even when the estate is in the 
hands of the zemindar , we will find that no 
advantage accrues to any one but merely 
injury is caused to secured creditors like the 
appellants by loss of interest. It is quite 


clear to my mind that section 41 cannot be 
construed to extinguish any security or any 
debt ; a penal seotiou cannot be given such 
an extended meaning by implication. There 
is no provision in the Act pointed out which 
affects the appellants’ lien on the money in 
Court and it must, therefore, be paid out to 
them sooner or later. So far as I can see, 
neither the zemindar nor any of the other 
creditors who have no lien on that money 
can touch it. The property mortgaged 
having been already sold, the mere postpone- 
ment of payment to appellants is thus, as I 
said, utterly purposeless except to harm them. 

I think we should be slow to pass an order 
which has this effect. I am entirely unable 
to agree that section 41 has itself the effect 
of destroying the lien of secured creditors 
when there are no words in it to that effect. 

I hold that it is not open to the zemindar 
to plead, now that he and his estate have 
been released from the control of the Court 
of Wards, that the appellants’ claim should 
be postponed till after his notified creditors 
have been paid. I do so, however, with hesita- 
tion as my learned brother takes a different 
view, but 1 feel we should not extend the 
penal character of section 41 too much by 
our construction. I would reverse the order 
of the lower Court and remand the .execution 
petition for a fresh disposal and direct costs 
to abide and follow the result. But as my 
learned brother agrees with the order of the 
lower Court, his judgment must prevail. 

Appeal dismissed . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Orders No. 443 of 1915 
and No. 507 of 1915. 

February 28, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Riohardson. 

In No. 443 . 

MUNSUR ALI— Appellant 

versus 

ABHOYA CHARAN DAS — 

Respondent. 

In No. 507 

NIZAM AT ALI — Decree-holder — 

Appellant 

versus 

MIA JAN SIKDAR — Juhouekt-dsbtor— 

Respondent. 

Limitation Act (XX of 1908), 15 — Attachment of 
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decree bejore judgment, whether stay of execution — 

Set-off of Statute-barred decree , whether allowable — 

Forms given in Schedule to Civil Procedure Code , 

whether control Code itself— Civil Procedure Code (Act 

T of 3908), 0. XXI, r. 53 (1) (b) (ii), O. XXXVIII, 
1 • o» 

An attachment before judgment is not an injunc- 
tion or order staying execution within the meaning 
of section 15 of the Limitation Act, no matter 
whether the subject-matter of the attachment is a 
decree or any other property, [p. 818, col. 2.] 

. T, ! e for ^ of execution by setting off cross-decrees 
is given m the Code of Civil Procedure and no 
equitable considerations can add to or detract from 
the provisions of the Statute. Therefore, a Statute- 
barred decree m favour of the judgment-debtor can- 
not be set off against a decree sought to be executed 
against him. [p. 818, col, 2.] 

The forms given in the Schedule to the Code of 
Cml Procedure cannot control the clear words of 
the Code itself, [p. 818, col. 2.] 


. In No. 443 

Appeal against the order of the District 
Judge, Noakhali, dated the 29th June 1915 
reversing that of the Munsif, 2nd Court,’ 
Sudharam, dated the 29th August 1914. 

In No. 507 

Appeal against the order of the District 
Judge, Chittagong, dated the 24th July 1915, 
reversing that of the Munsif, 2nd Court, 
Satkania, dated the 16th January 1915. 

I ACTS. The only question involved in 
Appeal No. 507 was whether the execution of 
the decree was barred by limitation. The 
respondent to this appeal objected to the 
execution on the ground that it was time- 
barred. The decree in question was dated 
the 13th February 1909 and the application 
for execution was made on the 12th 
August 1914, The decree-holder’s case was 
that as the decree could not be executed 
for its having been attached by three 
separate orders, he was entitled to the 
benefit of section 15 of the Limitation Act. 
The Munsif held that section 15 of the 
Limitation Act applied to the case and 
saved the decree from being time-barred; 
and he accordingly disallowed the objection 
of the judgment-debtor. On an appeal 
preferred by the judgment-debtor the Dis- 
trict Judge held that as Order XXI, rule 
53, clause 2, Civil Procedure Code, permits 
the execution of an attached decree, the 
aftachment of the decree in question was 
not an injunction or order within the meaning 
of section 15 of the Limitation Act, and 
he allowed the appeal holding that the 
decree was barred by limitation. Against 



this decision of the District Judge the 

present appeal was preferred to the High 
Court. 

Babu Chandra Sekhar Sen , for the Appel* 
lant in No. 507 of 1915. — The application 
for execution is not time-barred as the 
facts of the case show. The decree sought 
to be executed was already attached by 
three separate orders. One of the attach- 
ment orders was withdrawn on 29th June 
1914, and the decree-holder applied for 
execution on the 12th August 1914. The 
attachment prevented the decree-holder from 
proceeding to execute the decree. So it 
operated as an injunction within the meaning 
of section 15 of the Limitation Act. It 
was impossible for the decree-holder to 
execute the decree when it was under 
attachment. The case reported as Beti 
Maharani v. Collector of Etawah (1) is not 

applicable to the facts and circumstances of 
the present case. 

Babu Khitish Chandra Sen t for the Respond- 
ent, in No. 507 of 1915. — Section 15 of 
the Limitation Act does not cover a case 
like this. The order of attachment of the 
decree cannot operate as an injunction 
or order staying execution within the 
meaning of section 15 of the Act. This 
is now well established as the cases reported 
as Shib Singh v. Sita Ram (2) and Beti 
Maharani v. Collector of Etawah (1) show. 
An order of attachment of a decree does 
not prevent the decree-holder or judgment- 
dpbtor from executing the decree. Order 
rule 53 (6) (u), allows the holder of 
a decree or the judgment-debtor to apply 
for execution of the attached decree. The 
words or his judgment-debtor” in Order 

53 (b) («), did not occur in the 
old Code and they are inserted in the 
new Code to give effect to the observations 
of Maclean, C. J., and Banerjee, J., in the 
case reported as Adhar Chandra Dass v. 
Lai Mohun Das (3). I rely upon those 

words. The decree-holder-appellant who 
was the judgment-debtor of the decree 


Dec. (n. s.) 452! ^ W ^ &51 ’ 8 

( N (2 S ) ) , 4 7 A - 76i A ' W ' N - (1890) 194; 7 Ind. Dec. 

(n.^HISA 78 ^ P ' 782i 1 C ' N ' «*, 12 Ind. Dec. 



818 


INDIAN CASKS. 


[1917 


MGTNSUR ALI V. ABHOYA CHARAN DAS. 

in execution of which his present decree 
against my client was attached had a per- 
fect right to apply for execution during 
the continuance of the attachment. Referred 
to Hurronath Bhunjo v. Chunni Lall Ghose 

(4), Sarup Ganjan Singh Bhuyan v. Robert 
Waston tV Co. Ltd. (5), Adhar Chandra Bass 
v. Lai Mohun Das (3), Order XXI, rule 
55, Civil Procedure Code. 

Babu Chandra Sekhar Sen replied. 

Babus Basant Kumar Bose and Bepin 
Chunder Bose, for the Appellant in No. 443 
of 1915. 

Babu Bhirendra Lai Kastgir , for the Re- 
spondent in No. 443 of 1915. 

JUDGMENT. 

In No. 443 ok 1915. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal from an 
order of the District Judge of Noakhali, 
reversing the order of the Munsif of the 
2nd Court at Sudharam. The admitted 
facts are as follows: — The respondent to 
this appeal on the 5th of November 1908 
obtained a decree absolute for Rs. 847 in 
a mortgage suit against the appellant. 
The appellant having instituted a suit against 
the respondent attached this decree before 
judgment on the 7th of April 1909. On 
the 30th September 1909, the appellant 
obtained a decree against the respondent 
for Rs. 851. On the 7th of September 
191C, the appellant applied that both decrees 
should be set off one against the other 
but this application was on the 26th of 
January 1911 rejected as premature. The 
appellant applied on the 20th November 
1913 for execution of his decree. 

The learned District Judge held that the 
decree of tl e respondent was barred by 
limitation but it was equitable to allow 
the respondent to set off his Statute-barred 
decree against the appellant’s decree. Two 
points were urged on the appeal before us, 
first, was the execution of the respondent’s 
decree stayed by an injunction or order 
within the meaning of section 15 of the 
Indian Limitation Act and secondly , if not, 
is the respondent entitled to set off his 
Statute-barred decree against the decree of 
the appellant. 

(4) 4 C. 877; 3 C. L. K. 101; 4 hid. Jur. 230; 2 liul. 
Dec. (ti. s.) 055. 

(5) 0 U. W. N. 735. 


It is well established that an attachment 
before judgment is not an injunction or 
order within the meaning of seotion 15 
of the Indian Limitation Act [ Beti Maharani 
v. Collector of Etawah (l)]. 

It is said, however, that different con- 
siderations arise when the subject-matter 
of the attachment is a decree. But this 
is clearly not so as Order XXT, rule 53 (1) 

(6) («), clearly authorises the creditor who 
has attached the decree or his judgment- 
debtor to proceed to execute the attaohed 
decree. It is said that the forms in the 
Schedule to the Code of Civil Procedure 
support a different view. But even if that 
were so, the forms cannot control the dear 
words of the Statute itself. The respondent 
then argued that the fact of the attach- 
ment being before judgment made a difference 
but the terms of the rules of Order XXXVIII 
do not support the argument. 

On the second point, reliance was placed 
on decisions of this • Court where on 
equitable grounds a defendant in a suit has 
been allowed to set off a Statute-barred 
debt against the claim of a plaintiff. Those 
considerations cannot, 1 think, apply in exe- 
cution of cross-decrees. This form of exe- 
cution is given by the Code of Civil 
Procedure and no equitable considerations 
can add to or detract from the provisions 
of the Statute. In my opinion the order 
of the learned Distriot Judge should be 
set aside and the order of the Munsif 
restored with costs both here and in the 
Courts below. We assess the hearing fee 
at Rs. 25. 

Richardson, J. — I agree. 

In No. 507 of 1915. 

The same points are involved in this 
appeal as in Miscellaneous Appeal No. 448 of 
1915 which has just now been disposed 
of by ns, except that the learned Distriot 
Judge did i ot allow the barred deoree to 
be set off against the deoree for whioh 
execution was applied for. 

The appeal fails and must be dismissed 
with oosts. We assess the hearing fee at 
Rs. 25. 

Appeat No. 443 allowed; 

Appeal No. 507 dismissed. 
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CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Letters Patent Appeal No. 5 of 1913. 

May 4, 1916. 

Present : — Sir Lancelot Sanderson, Kt., 
Chief Justice, and Justice Sir Asutosh 

Mookerjee, Kt. 

NILMADHAB MAHAPATRA— 
Defendant No. 2 — Appellant 

versus 

KESHAB LAL MAHAPATRA— Defendant 

AND OTHERS PLAINTIFFS RESPONDENTS. 

Landlord and tenant— Rent payable partly in money 

and partly in paddy— Tenant, right of, to pay price 

of paddy— Construction of kabuliyat— Speculation, 
ivhcther permissible. 

Where a tenant agreed by a kabuliyat to pay 
rent partly in money and partly in paddy and 
on his failure to deliver the paddy, to pay a certain 
sum as the price thereof: 

Held, that the kabuliyat gave a right to the 
tenant to pay rent partly in money and partly in 
paddy if he liked and if he did not like to deliver 
paddy, lie could pay the rent altogether in money 
by paying the amount mentioned as its price; 
but that he was not liable, in default of delivering 

the paddy to pay its market-value at the time of the 
default, [p. 820, col. I. ] 

In such a case the right and liability of the tenant 
must depend upon the construction of the contract 
and the construction of the contract only, and a 
Court has no right to make any speculation as to 
whether the amount mentioned in the kabuliyat as 
the price of the paddy has been put in for the purpose 
of lixing the stamp duty and the registration fee. 
[p. 820, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the following order of Mr. 
Justice N. R. Chatterjea, dated the 13th 
January 1913, in Appeal from Appellate 

Decree No. 1643 of 1910: — 

“This appeal arises out of a suit for 
rent, and the question involved in the 
appeal is whether the plaintiff is en- 
titled to get the price of the paddy rent at 
the market rate, or at the rate mentioned 
in the kabuliyat. The defendant agreed 
by the kabuliyat to pay Rs. 8 in cash and 29^ 
maunds of paddy as rent, but there is a pro- 
vision in it, that if he could not deliver the 
paddy, he was to pay cash at the rate of 
1 maund 10 seers per rupee. Both the 
Courts below have held that plaintiff is en- 
titled to get the price of the ’paddy at the 
market rate, and the defendant has appealed 
to this Court. 


a year, on failure to pay the paddy at the 
time stated in the schedule or instalments 
interest at the rate of 10 seers per maund 
is to be paid, and the schedule of instalment 
expressly provides that the paddy i s to be 
delivered in the month of Magh of each year. 

U is true a money value is mentioned in 
the kabuliyat for the paddy and the question 
is whether that in any way modifies the 
oontract to deliver the paddy. In the body 
of the document it is stated that on failure 
to deliver paddy, its price at the rate of 
1 maund 10 seers per rupee is to be paid. 
The price of the paddy at that rate would 
be Rs. 2d-9-2. I n the schedule of in- 
stalments, however, the cash to be paid in 
lieu of paddy is Rs. 24. Now, what was the 
tenant to pay in cash on failure to deliver 
the paddy, R,. 23-9 2 according to the 

rate mentioned in the body of the document 

or Rs. 24 as stated in the schedule? if the 

parties really agreed that a particular fixed 

sum was to be paid in lieu of the paddy 

there would not have been this difference 

between the amount stated in the body of the 

document and the schedule. They, therefore 

seem to have been stated in the kabuliyat 

only for the purpose of fixing the stamp 

duty and registration fee. The paddy rent 

provided by the kabuliyat is no doubt a fixed 

one, but having regard to the terms of the 

kabuliyat I do not think it was left to the 

tenant at his option either to deliver the 

or to pay what might at a particular 

time be a very inadequate sum as the value 
of it. 

The learned Pleader for the appellant 
relied on the case of Afar v. Surja Kumar 
Ohose (1) and on behalf of the respondent 
reliance was placed on the cases of Baneswar 
M ukherjji v. Vmesh Chandra (2), Akbar All 
v. Durga Kripa Sen (3) and Sheik Isaf v 
Gopal Chandra Dey (4). Each kabuliyat 
however, must be construed according to the' 
particular terms contained therein, and upon 
the terms of the kabuliyat before us, I think 
the Courts below have arrived at a proper 

construction. The appeal is accordingly dis- 
missed with costs.” 


I am of opinion that the construction put 
upon the kabuliyat by the Courts below is 
correct. There can be no doubt upon the 
terms of the document that a portion of the 
rent is to be paid in kind, viz,, 29^ maunds 


-L^uua XJWUTKU L\azn Mitra and Ram. 


uuyau 


Dey, for the Appellant. 

s ; •* « «• *. ». *» 

(3) 8 Ind. Cas. 944; 12 C. L. j. 589 

(4) 8 Ind. Ca B . 896; 12 C. L. J. 593. 
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Babu Probodh Kumar Bose, for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sanderson, C.J. — In this ease the appeal is 
by one of the defendants, defendant No. 2, and 
the action was brought for rent; and the sole 
matter in dispute is whether the rent in 
respect of the paddy is payable at the price 
which is mentioned in the contract or whether 
the plaintiff is entitled to get that rent at 
the market rate at the time the suit was 
instituted. 

Now, but for the fact that three learned 
Judges have decided this matter in a way 
contrary to the one in which I am going to 
decide it, I really should not have wished to 
say anything except that this appeal ought 
to be allowed. But out of deference to the 
learned Judges, I think it is necessary for 
me to say one or two words. 

In my opinion this matter must depend 
upon the construction of the contract, and 
the construction of the contract only; we 
have no right to make any speculation as 
to whether certain passages were entered 
in the contract for some motive which is 
not apparent on the contract itself; for in- 
stance, it has been said that this power to 
substitute a money payment for the delivery 
of paddy and the mention of the Rs. 24 
have been put in for the purpose of regis- 
tration. There is not a word about it in the 
contract and, if we were to act upon an as- 
sumption of this kind, we would simply enter 
upon speculation. The contract, in my 
opinion, is too plain to need any explanation. 
It gives a right to the defendant to pay to 
the plaintiff rent partly in money and partly 
in paddy if he likes. On the other hand, if 
he does not like to deliver paddy, he can pay 
the rent altogether in money, and the con- 
tract provides the rate in that case. As 1 
have said, if it were not for the fact thal 
there has been a decision of no less tliar 
three learned Judges, I should have said thal 
the matter is too plain for argument. 

This appeal, in ray opinion, should succeei 

and the judgment of the three Courts shoulc 

be set aside and the decree will be alterei 

in accordance with our judgment, upon tin 

basis that the annual rental payable is Its •>. 
instead of Rs. 59. 

The appellant is entitled to his costs ii 


all the Courts. 

Mookkrjee, J. 


1 entirely agree. 

Appeal allowed. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Civil Appeal No, 136 of 1915. 

October 24, 1916, 

Present: — Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar and 

Mr. Justice Napier. 

Srimanth SETHURAMA SAHIB 

POWAR, THROUGH HIS AUTHORISED 

Agent G. B. BAKSHI of TANJORE — 

Defendant — Appellant 

versus 

Srimantha CHOTTA RAJA SAHIB 
MOHITOY alias CHIMMA SAHIB — 

Plaintiff — Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Coil c ( Act V of 19089, ss. 11, 48, 

0. XX, r, 18, 0. XXI, r. 2 and 0. XXXII, r. 7 (2) — 
Partition decree, construction of — Parties minors — 
Agreement for common enjoyment of some items for 
which partition dccrccd—Non-ccrtifyiny of agreement 
to Court , effect of —Absence of Court's sanction, effect of 
— Suit for partition of reserved items, nature of, when 
enforcement of agreement barred — Kes judicata. 

Pvv Curiam (Sadasiva Aiyar, J. dubitantc .) — A find- 
ing or decision given by a Court on a matter on which 
its opinion is not invited docs not operate as res 
judicata, [p. 823, col. 1; p. 824, col. 1.] 

Per Curiam, ( Napier , J., dubitantc.) — Order XXI, 
rule 2 (1), which requires certifying to Court of 
adjustments made out of Court of decrees ‘of auy 
kind' applies not only to money (Jocrees, but includes 
complex doeroos under which possession of immove- 
ables is also awarded and, as regards execution of 
that portion of the decree, an uncertified adjustment 
cannot be recognized, [p. S23, col. 2.] 

Kclu Nair v. Meenakshi, 21 Ind. Cas. 639; 25 M. L. 
J. 586; 14 M. L. T. 574, Sri Kishan Lai v. Kashmiro , 
34 Ind. Cas. 37; 20 C. NY. N. 957; (1916) 1 M. W. N. 
433; 3 L. W. 528; 31 M. L. J. 362: 14 A L. J. 1236 
(1*. C.), dissented from. 

Abdul Lat iff Sahib v. Bathula Bibi Ammal, 23 Ind. 
Cas. 530; (1914) M. W. N. 346; 15 M. L. T. 338, 
followed. 

Per Sadasiva Aiyar , J. — An agreement varying the 
terms of a decree between parties who are minors, 
which is not sanctioned by the Court under Order 
XXX II, rule 7, Civil Procedure Code, can bo avoided 
by each of t lie parties as against the other. A party 
who is barred by limitation from actively avoiding it 
as plaintiff can, however, defend a suit brought 
against him on that agreement by pleading tho 
voidability of the transaction as against him. [p. 824, 
col. 1.] 

If an agreement between the parties to reservo 
partition of certain properties of which partition has 
been decreed bv Court cannot be recognized under 
Order XXI, rule 2, Civil Procedure Code, or 0 nle r 
XXX 11, rule 7, or its enforcement has become barred 
under section 48, Civil Procedure Code, the only 
remedy of the parties to obtain a partition of such 
properties by metes and bounds is to proceed in 
execution of that decree and not by separate suit, 
provided a final decree was not passed in tho first 
partition suit. [p. 824, col. 1.] 

Madan Mohan Mondul v. Baikunta Xath Jlondnl, 
10 C. \V. X. 839; T. C. Mukerjcc v. Anal Beg , 27 Ind. 
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Cas. 694; 37 A. 155; 13 A. L. J. 98, Jogendm Nath 
ItcJ v. Buldeo Das, 35 C. 961; 12 C. W. N. 127; C C. 
L. J. 735, dissented form. 

. If a Courfc construes a decree as a final decree 
in any contested execution proceeding between the 
parties, that construction will operate as res judicata 
Lp. 824, col. 2; p. 825, col. 1 ] 

The cause of action for partition is one and the 
same and once it has merged into a preliminary 
decree and into a final decree which effects parti- 
tioii i by metes and bounds and awards possession of 
particular shares to the parties, the plaintiff cannot 
have a second suit for partition as if the tenancy-in- 
common gave rise everyday (oven after the final 
decree) to a new cause of action, [p. 824, col. 2.] 

So long as a preliminary partition decree has not 
been completed by a final decree, the Court is bound, 
on the application of either party to proceed with 
the suit to pass a fiual decree and such an application 
is not an application in execution, [p. 825, col. 1.1 

Per Napier J. A suit for partition of reserv- 
ed items should be treated as one for recovery 
of # possession of the share from which the 
plaintiff has been ousted, by a partition by metes 
and bounds, and the Appellate Court should treat all 
necessary amendments as having been made. [p. 825, 

vUi# Lt % I 


Appeal against the decree 
of the Subordinate Judge, 
Original Suit No. 24 of 1913. 


of the Court 
Tanjore, in 


Mr. C. V. Ananthakrishna Aiyar , for the 
Appellant. 

The Hon’ble Mr. S. Srinivasa Aiyangar 

(Advocate-General), for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sad. siva Aiyar, J. — The defendant is the 
appellant. The suit was brought for partition 
of a few of the properties left undivided 
between the plaintiff and the defendant, 
though a decree for partition of the plaint 
properties and several other properties had 
been passed so long ago as on 7th March 
1896 (see decree Exhibit C), and for partition 
of one property (item No. 4) not included 
in the former suit. The plaintiff and the 
defendant were two of the parties to the 
suit (Original Suit No. 36 of 1895) in 
which that decree (Exhibit C) was passed, 
they having been “plaintiff” and “second 
defendant” respectively in that suit. The 
third defendant in that suit was the 
Secretary of State for India represented 
by the Collector of Tanjore, who was in 
possession of some of the moveables belonging 
to Sakharam Sahib (connected with the 
Tanjore Royal Family) whose properties 
were in dispute in that suit. 

The lower Court has dismissed the suit 
as regards items Nos. 4 and 5 of the plaint A 
Schedule and has passed a preliminary 


decree for partition of the other items 

Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8 and 9 in Schedule A. 

this appeal by the defendant ought, there- 

tore to have been confined to those items, 

but 1 find it includes (probably by mistake) 
ail the nine items. 


Forty-two grounds have been mentioned in 
the appeal memorandum, but many of the 
grounds are either too vague to require 
notice or are mere repetitions in other 
words of other grounds and most of them 
were not argued separately. I shall men- 
tion only the contentions pressed before us 
by Mr. Ananthakrishna Aiyar for the appel- 
lant and give my conclusions shortly upon 

each of them after setting out a few more 
necessary facts. 


and 
from 
with 
the 


— * me /utenurna aeoree Exhibit 

CJ was passed on the 7th March 1896 
Both the plaintiff and the defendant were' 
then minors represented by their respective 
guardians. The relevant portions of that 
decree are: This Court doth order 
decree that plaintiff do recover 
defendants Nos. 1 and 2 one moiety 
reference to good and bad soil of me 
immoveable properties described in Sohedule 
A of the plaint, except the house item 
JNo. 8 that has been given to first defendant 
and that the seoond defendant” (present 

defendant) do take the other moiety. ..that 

plaintiff do further get from second de- 
fendant mesne profits from this date to 
date of delivery in respeot of the moiety in 
schedule A aforementioned.” On the 11th 
October 1897, the plaintiff’s guardian 

granted a receipt to the defendant’s agent and 
it is marked Exhibit Ilf in this case. That 
receipt acknowledges that the plaintiff’s 
olaim as established under the decree 

(Exhibit C) had been satisfied by granting 
possession and otherwise to the plaintiff’s 
guardian of his share in all the properties 
mentioned in that decree (Exhibit C), except 
one of the nine properties now in dispute 

and except the moveables in the Collector’s 

hands, (item No. 4 of the present suit 
was, as I said before, not included in Original 
Suit No. 36 of 1895. Paragraph 10 of the 
plaint in the present suit says: “in regard to 
the properties annexed to the Sohedule A 
hereto, it was found that a division bv 
metes and bounds was not then convenient,” 
(that is i*t the time of Exhibit III 
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October 1897). * It was, therefore, agreed 

that the properties should be enjoyed in 
common by plaintiff and defendant without 
dividing them by metes and bounds, that the 
income thereof should be divided by the plaint' 
iff and the defendant in equal shares and 
that the properties themselves should be 
divided by metes and bounds between the 
plaintiff and the defendant whenever the 
parties should desire to have such division 
effected.” The^ 15th paragraph of the plaint 
is as follows: Plaintiff finds it inconvenient 
to have the properties described in Schedule 
A in an undivided condition and is desirous 
of having them divided by metes and 
bounds. Plaintiff, therefore, sent a notice 
through his Vakil to the defendant on the 
29th December 1910 calling upon him to 


consent to a fair division of the properties 
described in Schedule A by metes and 
bounds. The defendant has not replied to 
the same.” The present suit was brought 
on 14th December 1912, the plaintiff and 
the defendant both having then attained 
majority. One other fact might be men- 
tioned, namely, that between 189S and 1903 
four petitions for execution of the decree 
Exhibit C were filed on behalf of the 
plaintiff (see Exhibits IV, VI, VII and 
VIII) and one on behalf of the defendant 
(Exhibit \ ) but the prayer in these exe- 
cution petitions related, so far as I could 
see, to the moveable properties belonging 
to the late Sakharam Sahib which were 
in the custody of the Tanjore Collector 
(the third defendant in the suit) and 
afterwards of the Tanjore Palace Receiver: 
These have been since divided amicably 
between the parties. 

In the year 1899, Original Suit No. 68 
of 1899 was filed by the present defendant 
against the present plaintiff for the recovery 
of a sum of money due on a bond executed 
by the plaintiff's next friend to the 
defendants agent in connection with the 
settlement of some other suit brought by 
a third person against both of them. Exhibit 
42 is the judgment in that case. One of 
the defences raised in that suit was that the 
bond was not enforceable till the plaintiff 
(tlien first defendant) had been put in 
possession of his share in all the pro- 
perties. The 8th and the 10th issues in 
that suit were as follows:— “8. Whether 
plaintiff’s agent Veernnighava Aiyangnr 


granted time to Kasoba Sahib” (present 
plaintiff’s and then 1st defendant’s guardian) 
for paying up the amount of the bond 
till he should get possession of the 1st 
defendant’s share of all the properties 
(moveable and immoveable) of Sakharam 
Sahib?” “10. Whether the first defendant 
has been put into possession of his share 
in all the moveable and immoveable pro- 
perties of Sakharam Sahib, and if not, 
whether the suit is premature?” 

The Court found that time was so 
granted and that that suit was premature, 
as the plaintiff had not been put into 
possession of his share of all properties 
mentioned in Exhibit C. The plaintiff in 
that suit (defendant in this suit) seems 
to have set up during the course of the 
trial of that suit, that even if his agent 
had agreed to give time for payment of 
the bond till the present plaintiff (then 
first defendant) was put in possession, 
there was an agreement about October 
1897 by which the properties were to be 
enjoyed in common aud hence, the present 
plaintiff must be deemed to have been 
put in possession of his half share and 
accordingly that that suit of defendant 
was not premature. The learned Sub- 
ordinate Judge in bis judgment (Exhibit 
42) says: Besides, the alleged agreement 
was not put forward by plaintiff at the 
time of the settlement of the issues nor 
any reference made to the agreement in 
the plaint.” The Judge, therefore, found 
against the agreement, though no issue was 
directly raised about it and though it does 
not appear that the guardian of the 
present plaintiff (then first defendant) denied 
that agreement. The defendant now con- 
tends that by reason of the finding in Exhibit 
42 against that agreement, the question 
whether there was such an agreement in 
October 1S97 between the plaintiff’s guardian 
and the defendant’s guardian to hold these 
plaint properties in common is res judicata 
against the present plaintiff, who has set np 
that same agreement in paragraph 10 of the 
present plaint. 

1 think the above are the only faots which 
are necessary to be set out for the decision 
of this appeal. On these facts, several 
technical objections to the suit were advanced 
on behalf of the defendant (appellant). As 
egnrds the facts themselves they are fully 


VoL XL] 


INDIAN OASES, 


8/ 3 


SETHURAMA SAHIB V. CHOTTA RAJA SAHIB. 

established by the oral and documentary 
evidence in the case notwithstanding that 
the truth of one of these facts, namely, the 
agreement between the plaintiff’s guardian 
and the defendant’s guardian to hold the plaint 
properties (except item No. 4) in common, 
was found against in the suit of 1899 
(Exhibit 42). 

I shall first deal with the question whether 
the finding in Exhibit 42 as to the truth of 
the agreement is a res judicata in this suit. 
It would be so (see section 11 of the Civil 
Procedure Code) if the fact of this agree- 
ment was directly and substantially in issue 
in the former suit, if, according to explanation 
3, the matter was alleged by one party and 
either denied or admitted expressly or implied- 
ly by the other and if it was heard and finally 
decided in that suit. Having considered the 
judgment ( Exhibit 42) carefully, I agree with 
the lower Court that there is nothing to 
show that this agreement which was put 
forward by the present defendant (plaintiff 
in the older suit of 1899) during the course 
of the examination of witnesses in that case 
was ever denied by the present plaintiff 
(then first defendant). The Subordinate 
Judge who decided that suit seems of his 
own accord to have thought that the agree- 
ment, if true, might be fatal to the defence in 
that suit, namely, that that suit was pre- 
mature and as that agreement was put 
forward at a late stage of the litigation, 
he pronounced an opinion in his judgment 
against the truth thereof There is nothing 
to show that the present plaintiff’s guardian 
or his Vakil considered the truth of the 
agreement as fatal to the defence in that suit 
and invited the opinion of the Court on the 
truth or falsehood of that agreement. I 
would, therefore, hold, though after some 
hesitation, that the opinion expressed in that 
judgment (Exhibit 42) about the truth of 
the agreement is not res judicata in this suit. 

Even if I am wrong in the above opinion 
and even if that agreement is wholly left out 
of consideration as not available to the 
plaintiff, I think the plaintiff is entitled 
to succeed in this suit in the view I 
take of the real nature of this litiga- 
tion. Before mentioning that view, I 
shall just oay a few words on the other 
technical objections raised in the case as 
they were elaborately argued, though a 
jlecisipn op these objections also is unneces- 


sary in my opinion. These questions can 
only arise if the decree of 1896 (Exhibit C) 
is treated as a final decree for partition. 

Assuming that it is such a final decree, 
can the agreement to hold certain properties 
in common, whereas the decree contemplates 
division by metes and bounds and the award 
of a definite half share to the plaintiff, can 
that agreement be allowed to vary the decree? 
In Kelu Nair v. Meenakshi (I s , Spencer, J., 
and myself held that Order XXI, rule 2, of 
the Code of Civil Procedure does not apply 
to the relief of possession of immoveables 
given by a decree. We relied on Sankaran 
Kambiar v. Kanara Kurup (2 s , which was 
decided on the language of section 258 of the 
old Civil Procedure Code. We thought that 
theslightohange in the language introduced by 
Order XXI, rule 2, of the new Code, though 
it set at rest the difference of opinion whether 
mortgage decrees are decrees for money 
(and whether payments made in satisfaction 
of mortgage decrees should be certified), did 
not affect the decision in Sankaran Nambiar v. 
Kanara Kurup (2) which related to a decree 
for possession of immoveables. But I find in 
a more recent case decided by the learned 
Chief Justice and Ayling, J., in Abdul Latiff 
Sahib v. Bothnia Bibi Ammal (3), that 
it has been held that as the first sentence in 
Order XX), rule 2, clause 1, refers to ‘a decree 
of any kind”, the words “the decree” in the 
second sentence of that rule meant “a decree 
of any kind under which money is payable”, 
including a complex decree under which pos- 
session of immoveables is also awarded and 
that as regards execution of that portion also 
of the decree which relates to the possession 
of immoveables, an uncertified adjustment 
cannot be recognised. (The headnote to the 
report in Madras Weekly Notes is very 
misleading). There is a still more recent 
ci 9 e (Civil Miscellaneous Second Appeal 
No. 11 of 1915) (Oldfield and Krishnan, JJ.) 
which, however, follows Kelu Nair v. 
Meenakshi (1). After full consideration, I 
recede from the opinion expressed by me in 
Kelu Nair v. Meenakshi (1) and adopt that 
found in the judgment in Abdul Latiff Sahib v. 

(1) 21 Ind. Cas. 639; 25 M. L. J. 586; 14 M. L. T. 
674. 

(2) 22 M. 182; 8 M. L. J. 175; 8 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 

129 , 

(3) 23 Ind. Ca3. 530; (1914) M. W. N. 346; 15 M. 

fc. T. 339, 
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Bathula Bibi Ammal (3). I am not; even 
sure that the decree” in the second sentenoe 
should be one under some part at least of 
which money should be payable. However, 
this does not help the defendant in this case 
as clause 3 of Order XXI, rule 2, prevents 
only the Court executing the decree from 
recognising the adjustment and not any 
other Court. The Court whioh decided the 
present suit is not executing the decree in 
the suit of 1896 and hence it seems to me 
that the agreement can be recognised by it 
if the question of its truth is not res judicata. 

The next objection is that as that agreement 
varies the terms of the decree in the suit of 
lSi6, it is invalid under Order XX XI I, rule 
7, of the Code of Civil Procedure correspond- 
ing to section 462 of the old Code, as not 
having been sanctioned by the Court. Order 
XXXII, rule 7, clause 2, of the Code of Civil 
Procedure makes such an agreement voidable 
against all the parties other than the minor. 
Each of the parties to the suit (who were both 
minors at the time of the agreement whioh 
took place at the end of 1897) could, there- 
fore, avoid it as against the other. Now, I 
take it the defendant wishes to avoid it while 
the plaintiff does not wish to avoid it. It was 
not denied that more than three years had 
elapsed since the defendant attained majority 
when this suit was instituted. But the 
Privy Council has held in Sri Kishan Lai v. 
Kashmir o (4) that though a defendant 
might be barred from instituting a suit to 
avoid a transaction voidable against him, he 
could defend a suit brought against him * by 
pleading the voidability of that transaction 
as against him. I am, therefore, of opinion 
that Exhibit C can be avoided by the defend- 
ant in defence to this suit. If the agree- 
ment has thus become avoided and if the 
deoree of 1896 was a final decree for parti- 
tion, I think the only remedy for the plaintiff 
to obtain a partition by metes and bounds 
was to proceed in execution of that deoree, 
and not by a separate suit. No doubt it has 
been held in Madan Mohan Mondul y 
Baikunta Nath Mondul (5) and T. Q . Mukerji 
v. Ajzal Beg (6) that even if a deoree for 


(4) 34 Ind.Cas. 37; 20 C. W. N. 957; (1916) 1 M u 
(N. 433; 3 L. W. 528; 31 M. L. J. 362, 1 V TL 3 m 

(6) io C. W. N. 839. 

(6) 27 I lid. Can. 694; 37 A. 165; 13 A. L. J. 98, 


partition was not exeouted and was allowed 
to be barred, a seoond suit for partition 
could be brought so long as the relationship 
of tenants-in-oommon continued between the 
parties. It was also held in Jogendra Nath 
Bai v. Baldeo Das (7) that where, by mistake, 
the Court deoreed the final partition of only 
a portion of the property belonging to the 
parties in common, though the suit was for 
partition of all the properties held in common, 
a subsequent suit for the portion left undivid- 
ed might be brought. I, however, respeotfully 
dissent from those decisions and hold that 
the cause of action for partition is one and 
the same and once it has merged into a 
preliminary deoree and into a final deoree 
whioh effeoted partition by metes and 
bounds and awarded possession of particular 
shares to the parties, the plaintiff cannot have 
a seoond suit for partition as if the tenancy - 
in-oommon gave rise every day (even after 
the final deoree) to a new cause of action. If 
the decree of 1896 was a final deoree, I am 
dear that execution of that deoree is barred 
by the twelve years* period of limitation 
under section 48 of the Code of Civil Proce- 
dure. If, however, there is a new cause of 
aotion on the agreement of 1897, assuming 
it to be valid, it is clear on the facts that the 
possession of the defendant after 1899 
continued to be that of a tenant-in-oommon 
with the plaintiff. There was no assertion 
of adverse possession as against the 
plaintiff and, on the other hand, out of 
the common profits the defendant seems 
to have spent moneys on a purpose common 
to the plaintiff and the defendant, namely, 
the maintenance of a oow, calf and elephant 
dedicated to the idol in the famous 
Kamatohiamman temple at Tanjore in ac- 
cordance with the agreement of 1897. 

I shall now state briefly the true legal 
view which, I think, ought to be taken 
of this suit. I think that the deoree of 
1896 was only a preliminary deoree so 
far as the partition of the plaint proper- 
ties (except of course item No. 4) is oon- 
oerned. I do not think that the execu- 
tion petitions of 1S9S and 1903 already 
referred to can change the character and 
construction of a decree. If suoh a con- 
struction had been made by the Court 
in an order passed on a contested exeou- 

(7) 35 C. 961, 12 C. W. N. 1-7; 6 Q. L. J. 735, 
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tion proceeding that construction may, 
no doubt, be res judicata between the par- 
ties, But so far as the decree for parti- 
tion of immoveables is concerned, no such 
construction seems to have been placed by 
the Court in any order passed on any 
execution petition. [See also the judg- 
ments of Oldfield, J., and myself reported 
as Srinivasa Madali v. Ramasamy Mudali (8).] 
So long as a preliminary partition decree 
has not been completed by a final decree, 
the Court is bound, on the application of 
any parties, to proceed with the suit to 
pass a final decree and such an applica- 
tion is not an application in execution. 
See the same case of Srinivasa Mudali v. 
Ramasamy Mudali (8). I think this suit might 
be treated as such an application to pass a 
final decree and the decree passed in this 
suit appointing a Commissioner to divide 
the properties Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6 to 9 and 
other appurtenant as orders passed in 
the suit of 1©95 (in furtherance of the 
preliminary decree), that is, to obtain the 
necessary report, etc., from the Commissioner 
in view to prepare the final decree to be 
passed in that suit. Viewed in this 
manner, the lower Court’s decision is 
right. The appeal will, therefore, be dis- 
missed. The memorandum of objections 
was not pressed as regards item No. 4. 
As regards item No. 5, the lower Court 
has given good grounds for its view that 
its partition has been already effected by 
metes and bounds between the parties and 
it is not necessary to pass a decree for 
its fresh division. The memorandum of 
objections is, therefore, also dismissed. 
Costs on both sides of this appeal to come 
out of the estate. 

Napier, J. — My learned brother has 
mentioned at sufficient length the material 
facts on which this appeal is founded and 
I will not recapitulate them. 

A number of contentions were raised before 
us on behalf of the appellant, some of which I 
do not think it necessary to express any 
opinion on. The point of res judicata was 
pressed by Mr. Ananthakrishna Aiyar, but 
I agree with my learned brother that 
the existence of the agreement relied on 
was not a point substantially in issue in 

(8) 30 Jnd. Cas. 380; (1915) M. W. N. 725 at p. 
726; 2 Ij. W. C93; 18 >1. L. T- 14$. 
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the previous case.. On the faots, I am 
satisfied that the razinama decree was 
executed by the plaintiff and defendant 
taking joint possession of the house in 
question. This is, to my mind, established 
by Exhibit G series. It, therefore, be- 
comes immaterial whether the subsequent 
agreement relied on was void as not having 
been sanctioned by the Court, or whether 
it is voidable only as contended by the 
learned Advocate-General; nor do I think 
it necessary to express any opinion on 
the very difficult question of the construc- 
tion of Order XXI, rule 2, Civil 
Procedure Code. I have little doubt 
that rules 1 and 2 were intended by the 
Legislature to apply to what are 

known as money-decrees. But on the 
language used, jt seems difficult to hold 
that the word “decree” in rule 2, clause 
(1), can apply only to money-decrees 
or can be read as meaning a “deoree 
to the extent of any money payable under 
it.” In the view I take of the 
facts the suit will not be barred under 
section 48, Civil Procedure Code, by reason 
of more than twelve years having elapsed 
since the date of the original decree, i. e. t 
7th March 1896, as in my mind a fresh 
cause of action has arisen from the ouster 
in 1909. I cannot accept the contention 
that the cessation of occupation by the 
agent for the plaintiff and defendant in 
1899 and the subsequent failure to pay any 
portion of the proceeds of the rent of the 
house from that date amounts to a clear 
and unambiguous assertion of a right to 
sole ownership by the defendant, in view 
of the fact that there was an original and 
continuing liability of the plaintiff to pay 
his share of the expenses of upkeep of the 
animals for whose maintenance the rent was, 
in fact, applied, although the agreement 
under which it was done might have been void. 

I would, therefore, treat this suit as one for 
recovery of possession of the half share from 
which the plaintiff has been ousted, by a parti- 
tion by metes and bounds, treating all neces- 
sary amendments in the plaint as made. 

In this view I would dismiss the appeal 
with costs to come out of the estate. 

With regard to the memorandum of ob- 
jeetions, I see no reason to think that the 
house was not properly divided originally 
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and in that view the memorandum of ob- 
jections fails and should be dismissed with 
costs to come out of the estate. 

Appeal and Memo, of objections dismissed , 
v.r.p. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 
Second Civil Appeal No. 1736 of 1914 

November 2^, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Oldfield and 
Mr. Justice Phillips. 

MANJESHWARA KRISHNAYA — 
Defendant No. 3- Appellant 


vei sus 

YASUDEYA MALLYA and others — 
Plaintiffs Nos. 1 to 5, Defendant No. 1 and 

his legal representative — 
Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code {Act V of 1908), 8. II — Res 
judicata as between co-defendants — Finding on issue 
not in active controversy between defendants inter so, 
effect of — Vendor and purchaser — Mortgage by vendee, 
declaration of validity of, in action by vendor against 
vendee and his mortgagee — Transjcr pending suit — 
Lis pendens — Transfer of Property Act {IV of 1882), 
s. 52. 

M. sold certain properties to 1st defendant, who 
mortgaged them to plaintiff's father after purchase. 
M. brought a suit against 1st defendant and 
plaintiff fora declaration that both the said sale and 
mortgage were colourable transactions. The Court 

» wore both valid. During t lie pen- 
dency of that litigation 1st defendant sold the pro- 
perty to 2nd defendant, who, in turn, transferred it 
to 3rd defendant, hi a suit by the plaintiff to 
enforce the mortgage security: 

Held, per Curiam, that the previous decree in 
favour of J/, wherein the validity of the mortgage 
was admitted by both 1st defendant and the plaint. 
iff\s predecessor and which was not in active con. 
trovorsv between them, did not operate as res judicata 
in the present suit. [p. 827, col. 2; p. 829, col. 1.] 

Held, by Phillips , (whose opinion prevailed under 
section 98 , Civil Procedure Code), < ddficld dissenting , 
that under section 52 of the Transfer of Property 
Act, the transfer to 2nd defendant could not affect 
the plaintiffs right to a valid mortgage over the 
properly, a right which lie obtained as the result of 
the suit during which tin* property was transferred 
[p. 830, col. I.J 

Per Oldfield , J.— The wording of section 52 of the 
Transfer of Property Act no doubt is general and 
is not restricted explicitly to the protection of those 

e been in active controversy 
with tin 1 transleror. Hut it. cannot he read as a 
general prohibition against the subsequent agitation 
l»f every question, which arose in t ho litigation, 


between whomsoever it was decided. That reading 
would refuse full effect to the words “the rights of any 

other party,” for the right protected cannot be treated 

as existing, like an obligation running with the pro- 
perty, independently of the party in whose favour it 
was decreed, [p. 828, col. 1.] 

The doctrine of lis pendens operates only in favour 
of a plaintiff and cannot be invoked by a defend- 
ant. [p. 828, col. 2.] 

Per Phillips , J. — There is no authority for the pro- 
position that the scope of the doctrine of lis pendens 
must be limited to cases iu which the doctrine of 
res judicata would apply to the transferor, fp. 829 . 
col. 2.] ’ 

Second appeal against the decree of the 
District Court of South Canara in Appeal 
Suit No. 45 of 191 3, preferred against 
that of the Subordinate Judge, South 
Canara, in Original Suit N 9 . 60 of 1911 
(Original Suit No. 63 of 19C6 on the file 
of the District Court of South Canara). 

Mr. H . Siturama Pao, for the Appellant. 

Mr. V. V. Sreenivasa Aiyatigar, for the 
Respondent. 

This second appeal coming on for hear- 
ing on the 13th November 1916, and hav- 
ing stood over till this day for considera- 
tion, the Court delivered the following 

JUDGMENT. 

Oldfield, J. - Plaintiffs sue to recover 
on a mortgage on the suit property, ad- 
mittedly executed by 1 st defendant in favour 
of their predecessor-in-inlerest. Third de- 
fendant, the appellant, is a transferee of 
the property from 2 nd defendant, who is 
a transferee from 1 st defendant in virtue 
of transactions to be detailed later. Third 
defendant s contention is that the mortgage 
is invalid, because it was entirely without 
consideration. The lower Appellate Court 
deoided against this on the ground that 3 rd 
defendant was concluded by the decision in 
Second Appeal No. 323 of 1902; it modified 
the decree of the Subordinate Judge only 
on another point, regarding whioh there is 
no dispute before us. 

For the understanding of the effect of the 
decree in Second Appeal No. 323 of 1902 

the necessaiy fuels are that 1 st defendant 
bought the property from one Manjunatha, 
leaving rupees one thousand aud five hundred 
of the consideration outstanding, rupees 
one thousand on a promissory note and 
rupees five hundred, which had not been 
paid, when it should have been, at registra- 
tion, X his rupees one thousand five hundr$4 
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and another sum of rupees five hundred, 
which does not affect the present argu- 
ment, were raised by 1st defendant by the 
suit hypothecation of the property to plaint- 
iffs’ predecessor; 2nd defendant, holding a 
decree against Manjunatha, attached the 
debt due to him by 1st defendant and, pro- 
ceeding against the latter, obtained a decree 
and bought in the property, thus becoming 
the mortgagee of plaintiffs’ predecessor. 
Manjunatha, apparently apprehensive of com- 
petition between his right to a charge for 
unpaid purchase money and the mortgage, 
brought Original Suit No. 114 of 1398 to 
have the mortgage and also the previous 
sale to 1st defendant declared invalid on the 
grounds that they were colourable and with- 
out consideration. The High Court in 
Second Appeal No. 323 of 1902 held that 
the sale was valid and that the mortgage 
was valid subject to Manjunatha’s claim 
to his unpaid purchase money, the principal 
of which it found to be rupees one thous- 
and, the amount above referred to as due 
on a promissory note. This judgment is the 
basis of the lower Appellate Court’s decision 
against 2nd defendant and 3rd defendant. 
The parties to it were Manjunatha as plaint- 
iff and 1st defendant, his wife and plaintiffs’ 
predecessor as defendants. In the second 
appeal, the last mentioned was appellant 
and the legal representatives of Manjunatha, 
1st defendant and his wife were respondents. 
Throughout the proceedings plaintiffs’ pre- 
decessor and 1st defendant upheld the 
validity of the mortgage 

Contrary to 1st defendant’s previous 
pleading his successors, 2nd and 3rd defen- 
dants, have contended in the present suit 
that the mortgage was without consideration 
and is not binding on them or the property 
in the latter’s hands. And accordingly the 
case has been argued first on the ground 
that they are estopped by 1st defendant’s 
conduct in Second Appeal No. -423 of 1902, 
That can be dismissed shortly, because no 
such plea of estoppel was advanced, put 
in issue or considered in the lower Courts. 
Next it is said that the decree in the 
second appeal is res judicata between plaint- 
iffs and 3rd defendant; and to this two 
answers have been given. It is argued 
firstly that, although the decree declared 
the validity of the mortgage, subject only 
to Manjunatha’s prior right to rupees one 


thousand, the judgment, which modified the 
decision in first appeal by adding to it a 
reference to that right, statedly made that 
reference only as betsveen Manjunatha and 
plaintiffs’ predecessor, thus leaving the ques- 
tion of the validity of the mortga^e and the 
amount recoverable on it open as between 
the latter and 1st defendant. This restric- 
tion of the effect of the decision regarding 
the rupees one thousand is intelligible, be- 
cause (as the records show) the original 
judgment had recognised Manjunatha’s 
object as not so much to have the mortgage 

set aside as to have it rendered of no effect, 
so far as it affected his property; it was 
not his interest whether 1st defendant owed 
any money or not to 3rd defendant;” and 
the main ground of second appeal against 
the decisions declaring the mortgage invalid 
was that Manjunatha had no right to ask 
for that relief. But, whatever the reason 
for it, the making of the restriction in the 
judgment cannot assist 3rd defendant, be- 
cause it was not mentioned in the decree, 
to which 1st defendant submitted and which 
must be looked to, rather than the judg- 
ment, as determining the parties’ rights. The 
second argument relied on, however, affords 
a clear reason for holding that the decree 
in Second Appeal No. 323 of 1902 is not 
res judicata. Plaintiffs’ predecessor and 1st 
defendant were co-defendants and were so 
far from being in active contest that their 
pleas as to the validity of the mortgage 
and Manjunatha’s right to dispute it were 
substantially the same; and in these circum- 
stances there is nodes judicata between them. 
Ramckandra Narayan v. Narayan Mahadev 
(1), Veukayya v. Narasamma (2). 

It is, therefore, necessary to consider the 
third ground of decision proposed by plain- 
tiffs, that adopted by the lower Appellate 
Court and based on the principal of lis 
pendens. The difficulty in the way of its 
application is not due to any doubt as to 
the contentious character of Second Appeal 
No. 323 of 1902 or the fact that the transfer 
to 2nd defendant was made during the 
litigation. It is that the principle, as con- 
tended for, involves that the decision relied 
on shall be binding on the transferee, not 

(1) 11 B. 216; 11 Ind. Jur. 301; 6 Jnd. Doc (s s ) 

142. ’ 

(2) 11 M. 201; 4 Ind. Dec. ( n. s.) 142. 
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only as it would have been on the transferor, 
but also to the extent to which there was 
an adjudication on the rights of any other 
party, whether that adjudication affected 
those of the transferor or not; in short that 
in the present case, although there was no 
binding decision between 1st defendant and 
plaintiff’s predecessor as to the invalidity of 
the mortgage, 3rd defendant is to be affected 
by one between Manjunatha and each of them 
separately. 

To test this contention with reference 
to section 52 of the Transfer of Property 
Act the wording no doubt is general and 
is not restricted explicitly to the protection 
of those parties only, who have been in 
active controversy with the transferor. 
But it cannot, in my opinion, be read, 
as plaintiffs claim, a9 a general prohibition 
against the subsequent agitation of 
every question, which arose in the 
litigation, between whomsoever it was 
decided. That reading would refuse full 
effect to the words ‘the rights of any other 
party”. For it would involve the fallaoy of 
treating the right protected as existing, like 
an obligation running with the property, inde- 
pendently of the party in whose favour it 
was decreed; and, so much conceded, it would, 
as is pointed out in the first case to be 
referred to, be hard to permit other parties 
to the litigation to profit by its recognition, 
though (as in the present case) they had 
obtained no binding adjudication regarding 
it, and at the same time to refuse permission 
to strangers to do so. 

Authority supports this view; and, though 
it is mostly English, it does not appear in- 
applicable in this country owing to the 
English procedure of registration of lis pendens 
or on other groui ds. Bellamy v. Sabine (3) 
contains a general statement of the doctrir e, 
which has often been approved by Indian 
Courts. It is also directly in point, beoause 
it dealt with the competition between one of 
two co-defendants and the other’s transferee 
the former claiming unpaid purchase money 
and the latter under a mortgage made dur- 
ing the litigation. The decision was in 
favour of the tiansferee, the matter being 
put most clearly in the judgment of Turner, 


(3) (1857) 1 Do. (J. k .1. 20 L. J. Ch. 707; 3 Jur 

(N. s.) 943; G W. K. J; 44 lv R. 842; 1 18 U. R. 228. 


L. J., Laying out of consideration the 
oases (which are rare), in which decrees can 
be made between co-defendants,” (and also 
presumably those in which there is an 
adjudication between them after active contest) 
upon what ground is the case of a co-de- 
fendant to stand in a different position 
from that of a stranger? and, if the 
doctrine of Its pendens is to be carried so 
far as to affeot a purchaser with notice in 
favour of a stranger, I hardly know what 
title would b9 safe, independently of the late 
Acts requiring registration.” In the next 
case, Tyler v. Thomas (4), the doctrine was 
applied; bat the decisive factor in favour of 
its application was that, though there 
was no adjudication between the oo-defend- 
ants concerned, an issue was raised between 
them and reserved for subsequent trial, 
Bellamy v. Sabine (3) being distinguished 
on that ground In Bull v. Hutchens (5) 
it was held that “a lis pendens is merely 
notice of some olaim, made in respeot of 
the property which is the subject of the 
suit, but that it does not, of itself, create 
an incumbrance, apart from the equity on 
which the litigation is founded.” Only 
one Indian oase need be mentioned. In 
Shivlal Bhagvan v. Shambhuprasad (6) a 
Full Bench decision, the Court, though it 
based its conclusion on another ground, 
referred to Bellamy v. Sabine .'3>, apparent- 
ly with approval, as deciding that the 
doctrine of lis pendetis operated only in 
favour of a plaintiff and could not be invoked 
by defendants. 

Plaintiff’s construction of the section fail- 
ing on its merits and with reference to 
authority, I would allow the second appeal, 
set aside the lower Appellate Court’s deoision 
and remand the case for disposal on the 

other points raised in the appeal memorandum 
before it. 

Phillips, J. — The properties mortgaged 
to the father of plaintiffs Nos. 1 and 2 by 
1st defendant had been sold to 1st defendant 
by one Manjunatha Bhandari, who brought 
a suit in 189S (Original Suit No. 114 of 
189S, Sub-Court, Mangalore) for a deolara- 


r >* 4,5 63 K * R ‘ 553 i 119 R - R- 325. 

u- . 32 Beav * 6l5; 8 L * T - 710; 9 Jur, (n. s.) 

i° A L l r l W * K * SGG; 65 E - R- 242; 2 X. K. 306; 13SR, 

K. ooO, 

(6) 29 B. 435; 7 Bom. I.. |{. 586, 


Vol. ALJ UilHAfJ OASES. 829 

MANYESBYTARA KREBHNAYA V. VASUDEVA MALLYA. 


tion that the sale-deed to 1st defendant and 
the hypothecation-deed executed by him to 
the father of plaintiffs Nos. 1 and 2 (3rd 
defendant in that suit) were invalid. In 
Second Appeal No. 323 of 1992 it was held 
that the sale-deed and mortgage were both 
valid. During the pendency of the litigation 
2nd defendant purchased the property from 
1st defendant and 3rd defendant is 2nd 
defendant’s transferee, and it has been held 
by the lower Appellate Court that tho 
doctrine of lis pendens is applicable and that, 
therefore, 3rd defendant cannot now question 
the validity of the mortgage to 1st and 2nd 
plaintiffs’ father. 

As between Manjunatha Bhandari and 
plaintiffs the validity of the mortgage is 
undoubtedly res judical a, and also as between 
Manjunatha Bhandari and 1st defendant. 
But it is contendtd now that as 1st defend- 
ant and plaintiffs’ father were co-defendants 
in the suit of 1898 the validity of the 
mortgage is not res judicata as between them, 
for no question of res judicata can arise be- 
tween co-defendants when there was no 
matter actively in contest between them, 
the deoision of which was necessary for the 
determination of the suit. This would 
appear to be the case, and I am not prepared 
to say that the prior decision in Second 
Appeal No. 323 of 1902 would operate as 
res judicata between 1st defendant and 
plaintiffs, although the former might be 
estopped from questioning the validity of a 
mortgage, the validity of which he had 
himself set up in that litigation. It is 
then contended for respondents that even 
though the doctrine of res judicata may not 
apply to 3rd defendant, he is precluded 
from disputing the validity of the mortgage 
by reason of section 52 of the Transfer of 
Property Act, under which during the 
active prosecution of a contentious suit the 
property concerned cannot be transferred 
by any party to the suit so as to affect 
the rights of any other party thereto under 
any decree made therein. 

This contention, if upheld, would in this 
case possibly have the effect of disabling a 
purchaser even more effectively than his 
transferor to whom the doctrine of res judicata 
would apply, but cannot be rejected on this 
ground alone. Section 52 of the Transfer of 
Property Act embodies the English doctrine of 


Us pendens as applicable in Courts in India, 
and the principle on which that doctrine rests 
is that no alienation by either party to a pend- 
ing litigation is to be allowed to prejudice 
the interests of the parties thereto. In the 
words of the Lord Chancellor in Bellamy vf 
Sabine (3), “The law does not allow litigant 
parties to give to others, pending the litiga- 
tion, rights to the property in dispute, so 
as to prejudice the opposite party.” We 
have not been referred to any cases in 
which the question now in issue has been 
speci6cally decided, and consequently, I think 
that the provisions of section 52 must be 
relied upon for the answer. The decree in 
Second Appeal No. 323 of 1902 held that 
the mortgage to plaintiffs’ father was valid, 
subject to a claim for unpaid purchase 
money, and that decree was binding on 1st 
defendant who was a party to it. No doubt 
it is remarked in the judgment th*at the 
decree of the lower Courts will be modified 
as between the plaintiff and 3rd defendant 
(plaintiffs’ father), but that remark appears 
to be due to the fact that 3rd defendant 
alone appealed to this Court, and 1st de- 
fendant was ex parte and it is clear from the 
decree itself that the mortgage was held to be 
valid and not merely as between plaintiff and 
3rd defendant. The effect of the decree, 
therefore, was to establish the right of 
plaintiffs’ father to a valid mortgage was on 
the suit property, and under section 52 no 
transfer effected during the suit can 
affect that right. First defendant as a party 
is bound by that decree and does not now 
seek to impeach its validity. To allow 3rd 
defendant in this suit to contend and possibly 
to prove that that right does not exist 
would certainly affect plaintiffs’ right, 
established by the decree, and although 
the declaration as to the right might 
not be conclusive as between 1st defend- 
ant and plaintiffs as res judicata , yet 
it is a declaration binding on 1st defendant 
until be seeks to impeach it. He does not 
impeach it now, and consequently its impeach- 
ment by his alienee does seriously affect 
plaintiffs’ rights and, therefore, in my opinion 
cannot be allowed. I can find no authority 
for the proposition that the scope of the 
doctrine of lis pendens must be limited to 
cases in which the doctrine of res judicata 
would apply to the transferor, and if the 
Legislature had meant to enunciate that 
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proposition, it could have done so in terms 
instead of enacting section 52 in its present 
form. According to the language of section 
52, the transfer to 2nd defendant cannot 
affect plaintiffs’ right to a valid mortgage 
over the property, a right which he obtained 
as the result of the suit during which the 
property was transferred. The transfer to 
2nd defendant must, therefore, be deemed to 
have been made subject to that right and 3rd 
defendant cannot now impeach the validity 
of the mortgage. 


In this view it is unnecessary to discuss 
the question of estoppel. The question was 
not raised in the lower Courts and cannot 
be raised for the first time in second appeal, 
although it is quite possible that, if 1st de- 
fendant had in tills suit impeached the 
validity of plaintiff’s mortgage, the plea of 
estoppel would have been raised and proved 
successfully. 

Bv tue Court. — The appeal is dismissed 
with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 

V.R P. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. G95 ok 1913. 

February 1(3, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt., 

and Mr. Justice Napier. 

NATHAMUNI MUDALI and others — 
Defendants Nos. 2 to 6 — Appellants 


versus 


PARTHASARADI MUDALI and others — 
Plaintiff and Defendants Nos. 1 and 
7 to 12— Respondents. 

Hindu Line — Sudras — 11 ley ili mate son, rights of — 
Share, claim for , after partition between father and 
legitimate sans, maintainability of. 

An illegitimate sor. ol a Su<ha run, under Hindu 
Law, take a share equal to that ol’ a legitimate son 
at his father's choice, and, after his father’s death, 
can demand of the legitimate sons a share equal to 
half that of a legitimate son. | j>. 831, col. 2 j 

When*, however, a partition has already been 
effected between the fat tier and bis legitimate sens, 
in which nothing is reserved for the illegitimate 
son, the latter cannot claim his share, [p. 832, col. 1.] 
Ram Sarau Garain v. Tel: Chain l Garain , 28 C. 104, 
followod. 


An illegitimate son does nut take a share in his 
father’s estate at birth, [p. 832, col. 2.] 

Second appeal against the decree of the 

District Court, Chingleput, in Appeal Suit 

No. 45 of 1912, preferred against that of 


the Distriot Munsif, Poonamallee, in Original 
Suit No. 247 of 1911. 


FACTS of the ease appear from the 
judgment. 

Mr. T. V. Muthukrishna Aiyar (with him 
Mr. A . Sivarama Menon) y for the Appel- 
lant. — (1) The general rule of Hindu Law 
is that an illegitimate son can get a 
share in the family property at his father’s 
choice. It is nowhere laid down that he can 
bring a suit to compel a partition to get a share. 
Mayne says that the right is a strange 
right and has not been raised anywhere 
hitherto. Jogendro Bhupati Hurrochundra 
Mahapatra v. Nityanand Man Sing (1) and 
Soundarajam v. Arunachalam Chetty (2), 
Raruppanan Chettiv. Bulokam Chetti (3). 

(2) Again in this case there was a pre- 
vious suit for partition in which the present 
plaintiff was allotted no share, and when 
the family became divided there was noth- 
ing on which his right could operate. This 
point was laid down in a series of oases. 
Krishnayyan v. Muttnsami (4), Ranoji v. 
Kandoji (5), Parvathiy. Thirumalai (6), Sadu 
v. Baiza (7), Jogendro Bhupati Hurrochundr a 
Mahapatra v. Nityanand Man Sing (l') y Katttppa 
Goundan v. Kumarasami Goundan(S) and TTV 
vanathaswamy Naicker v. Kamu Animal (9). 

There are also reoent oases of jMandaram 
Namir.aiya Chetty v. Mandaram Thiruven - 
gadathan Chetty (10) and Meenakshi v. 
M uni and i Panikkan (11). 

(3) The text of Mitakshara is clear and 
explicit that an illegitimate son takes a share 
only at his father’s choice, and there is no 
ground for extending the rule beyond it. That 
is the law laid down for very many years and 
if his right to partition is now recognized, it 
will be ignoring it altogether and the doctrine 


t VI 18 15 H 17 1 A - 12S J 5 Ssr. 1\ C. J. 596: 9 
I ml. Dee. (n. s.) 101 (1\ C.). 

(2) 33 lml. Cas. 858; 2 L. \V. 1247 and 1266; 29 M. 
L. J < 93 and 816; IS M. L. T. 552 and 568; (1916) M. 
W. >i. 31; 39 M. 136 and 159. 


(3) 23 M. 16; S Ind. Dec. (x. s ) 403. 

(4) 7 M. 407; 8 Ind. Jur. 427; 2 Ind. 
S67. 


Dec. (n. $.) 


* r v 


uu ( ; o 1UU. 1700. VN. SJ 382. 


(6) 10 M. 334; 3 Ind Dee. (n. s.) 986. 

(7) 4 B. 37; 2 Ind. Dec. (n. $.) 535. 

(8) 25 M. 429. 

C “ S ‘ 724; 24 M ’ L * J - 271 at p. 282. 

^ l °) 18 Ind. Cas. 601; 13 M. L. T. SS; 24 M. L. J, 

(11) 25 Ind. Cas. 957; 38 M. 114-L 1 L W 704i 
(1914) M. W. N. 672; 16 M. L. T. 270; 27 M. L. j. 353. 
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of stare decisis should be applied to such 
cases. 

Mr. V. S. Govindachariar , (with him 
Messrs. V. S. Kallabhiram Aiyangar and T. 
M. Vedantachariar ), for the Respondents. — (1) 
In the former suit the father’s written 
statement was to the effect that the illegitimate 
son must be given a share; that amounts to 
a choice by the father. 

[Napier, J. — But there the allegation was 
that all of them were legitimate and there 
could he no question of choice in that 
case; besides the father had in that case 
no right to raise that question.] 

The statement expresses a desire that 
he should get a share and the text of Mitak- 
shara should be understood in that light. 
An illegitimate son has got a right to a 
share by birth but what that share is, is left 
to his father’s choice. Jogendro Bhupati Hurro - 
chundra Mahapatra v. Nityanand Man Sing 
( 1 ). 

Mr. T. V. Muthukrishna Aiyar , in reply. — 
The general principle of Hindu Law is 
that none but the members of a co-par- 
cenary are entitled to a share on partition. 
The illegitimate son is recognized nowhere 
as a co-parcener, and his right is an ex- 
ceptional rig^it under the Hindu Law. The 
ordinary rules of inheritance and co-parcenary 
do not apply to him. 

JUDGMENT. 

Napjer, J. — This is an appeal from a deci- 
sion of the District Judge of Chingleput on 
appeal from the decision of the District Munsif 
of Poonamallee, in a suit brought by an 
illegitimate son against the legitimate sons 
of his father, making the father also a de- 
fendant, claiming a share of the family 
property on partition. The lower Appellate 
Court has given him a decree on the footing 
that the father tacitly consented to his having 
a share and that, therefore, he is entitled to a 
half share with his legitimate brothers. The 
legitimate sons appeal to this Court relying 
on the fact, which has not been disputed 
before us, that a prior suit had been instituted 
by one of the legitimate sons to whioh 
the present claimant was not made a party, 
and in which the plaintiff sought for parti- 
tion against his father, that in that suit 
the father pleaded that he had other legi- 


timate sons of whom the present plaintiff 
was one, and that, therefore, they were 
necessary parties to the suit. It appears 
that that suit was compromised and parti- 
tion made, in which the claimant was given 
no share. 

Mr. Muthukrishnier on their behalf now 
contends that whatever are the rights of an 
illegitimate son against his father and 
whatever they are against his father’s 
legitimate sons after his father’s death, 
once there has been a partition there 
remained no right to him to claim a share 
against the sons. We have been taken 
through a long series of authorities begin- 
ning with Krishnayyan v. Muttusami (4), 
which have decided the true position of the 
illegitimate son of a sudra by a permanently 
kept concubine under Hindu [Law. The 
broad result of these cases is that an illegiti- 
mate son can, under the text in the Mitak- 
shara, take a share equal to that of a 
legitimate son at his father’s choice, and 
after his father’s death can demand of 
the legitimate sons a share equal to half 
that of a legitimate son. This power of 
the father and right of the illegitimate 
son is treated by the eminent Judges who 
have considered these cases as being an excep- 
tion to the strict rule of Hindu Law, under 
which no person other than a co-parcener 
is entitled to a share. Jt is explained in 
some of the cases as being really only a 
sort of capitalised maintenance and that 
this is the true view of it, whether the 
share is given by the father at his choice 
or whether under the latter text, it is 
claimed against the legitimate sons after 
the father’s death. We do not think it 
necessary to discuss the principle behind 
this right. It is sufficient for us that it 
is definitely and clearly laid down in the 
Mitakshara and has beeen fully recognized 
by eminent Judges like the late Mr. Justice 
Muthuswami Aiyar. We take it, therefore, 
that where a father and his sons are in 
possession of a family property and there 
are no other co-parceners of the same 
degree with the father, then, as to that 
joint family property, the right to a full 
share or possibly less can be given by 
the father. And it seems to us to follow 
from this that where the father and bis 
sons have separated, there is no longer 
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the material on which this claim can 
operate, and that, therefore, the sons’ share 
of the property after partition cannot be 
made liable to this claim. For this latter 
proposition, there is direct authority of 
the High Court of Calcutta in a case re- 
ported as Bam Sarayi Garain v. Tek 

Chand Garain (12) and we can only say 
that judging the matter in the light of 
what we regard as the true inferences to 
be drawn from tbe decisions of this 

Court, we entirely agree with the 

view taken by tbe High Court, Calcutta. 

For the respondent, three points have 
been taken. Birst of all, it has been 

urged that the written statement of 
the father in the previous suit amounts 
to a choice within the meaning of the 
text in the Mitakshara. We have allowed 
this statement to be filed in this Court 
and marked as Exhibit B and have 
examined it carefully. It is in fact an 
allegation that the sons are legitimate 
and that they are, therefore, necessary 
parties to the suit; and does not purport 
to make any choice, because the conditions 
for a choice were not before the father; 
secondly, it could not operate as a choice 
because the father had no right to iaise 
any question in that suit other than the 
question whether there were other persons 
entitled to be made parties. That 
suit, as we have pointed out, ended in a 
compromise in which the illegitimate sons 
were ignored. We cannot, therefore, treat 
anything in the written statement in that 
suit as indicating a choice by the father. 
The next point taken is that the language 
of the text of the Mitakshara must be 
read as meaning that wherever the father 
wishes that his sons, whether legitimate 
or illegitimate, should be given a share, 
they shall be entitled to that share! 
Bearing in mind that this right to a 
share is admittedly an exception to the 
principles cf Hindu Law, we do not feol 
at liberty to do anything more than con- 
strue this text strictly and we have the 
authority of Judges of this Court for 

proper manner 
in which to approach the text. We must, 

therefore, confine it to the exact conditions 

which are stated in the text, itself, and, 

(12) 28 C. 104. 


in that view, it is impossible to say that 
a consent of the father given in circum- 
stances where the ohoice does not arise 
and where he has no power to dissent can 
come within the language of the text. The 
last point taken is that an illegitimate son 
has a right under Hindu Law to a share, 
which right arises to him atbirth, and that the 
father’s choice is only limited to this, namely, 
that the father can say whether he shall 
tuke a whole share or something less. It 
is conceded by the respondent that this 
view has never even been considered as 
possible by any of the Benches of this Court 
that have had this matter under careful 
scrutiny since the time of Krishnayyan v. 
Muttusami (4). The sole basis for this 
argument is the deoision of the 

Privy Council in the case reported 

as Jogindro Bhupati Hurrochundra Mahapatra 
v. Nityanand Man Sing (I), i n whioh 
the Privy Council held that where the 
property was in the hands of a legitimate 
and an illegitimate son and the legitimate 
son died the illegitimate son could take 
the legitimate son’s share by survivorship, 
the estate being impartible. This decision 
has been considered in two cases, Karuppa 
Uoundan v. Kumarasami Goundan (8) and 
Visvanathaswamy Naicker v. Kama Animal (9), 
and it cannot be denied that this Court 
ias found some difficulty in ascertaining 
the principle on which that deoision was 
founded. It must of course be loyally fol- 
lowed wherever that position has to be 
dealt with. But this Court has steadily 
refused to extend its application beyond 
that position or to deduce from it proposi- 
tions which are at variance with tbe deoi- 
sions of this Court. We are asked to say 
that that decision can only be founded on 
the proposition that an illegitimate son takes 

bis share at birth. Not only do their Lord- 

ships not say that, but they definitely ne- 
native that proposition, the language being 
it cannot be said that at his birth he 
acquired any right to share in the estate 
m the same way as a legitimate son would 

i . , that wll “tever be the principle 
winch their Lordships apply for the pur- 
pose of their decision in that case, it was not 
the principle of the illegitimate sou being a 
co-parcener at birth. 

It follows, therefore, that so far from 
assisting the respondent in his argument, thin 
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dictum is a direct authority against him. 
The respondent wished to invite our atten- 
tion to the text of the Mitakshara and found 
some arguments on the position in which 
this text is found. Both my learned brother 
and myself feel that we are not at liberty 
to re-open this question. It has, as I have 
said, been exhaustively considered by eminent 
Hindu Judges of this Court for 40 years 
and we do not feel in the slightest degree 
entitled and, I may say speaking for myself, 
competent to review their decisions. We 
must, therefore, accept the law as laid 
down in those cases and, as it necessarily 
follows from those decisions and from 
t e view which we take, following the case 
of Saran Garain v. Teh Chand Gamin 

(1-0, that the claim must fail, this appeal 
will be allowed, and the decree of the Dis- 
trict Judge will be reversed and that of 

the District Munsif restored with costs 
throughout. 

The memorandum of objections is dis- 
missed with costs.. 

Ayling, J. — I agree. 

Appeal allowed, 

V.R.P, 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Letters Patent Appeal No. 86 of 1916 

Maroh 6, 1917. 

Present '. — Justioe Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Kt., 

and Mr. Justioe Beaohoroft, 
BASIRUDDI CHOWDHURI — Defendant 

— Appellant 


versus 

AFSARANNESSA BIBI — Plaintiff — 

_ , Respondent. 

Landlord and tenant — Barga kabuliyat, construction 
of— Tenant, whether bound to pay stipulated sivm as value 
of crops or their market- value— Evidence Act (I oj 
1872^, s. 92 — Construction of document— Motive of 
parties , how far relevant. 

A Court cannot ignore the plain terms of a contract 
merely because they appear to be unreasonable. If 
the terms are clear and unambiguous, the Court 
is bound to give effect to them without stopping to 
consider how far they may be reasonable or otherwise, 
[p. 836, col. 1.] 

In construing a contract a Court is not permitted 
to speculate about the possible intention and motive 
of the parties, it is concerned only with their intention 
as expressed by the words they have deliberately used. 
Lp » 836, col, l.J 


Where a barga kabuliyat (which was headed “value 
ot the crops mentioned in the barga kabuliyat is 
s - / Provided that a half share of the crops raised 
on the land shall be made over to the landlord and 
the tenant shall cultivate, sow and weed and do 
other things for cultivating and if he does not 
cultivate, the landlord’s share of the crops will be 
determined by reference to the crops raised on 
the neighbouring fields and if the tenant fails to 
deliver the said crops to the landlord, he shall pay 
Ks. 2o per annum to the landlord on account of, 
the value of the crops and if ho does not do so 
the landlord shall be entitled to realise the same 
oy instituting a suit in Court: 

HeU, (l) that under the terms of the kabuliyat , 
the tenant, if he neglected to deliver to his land- 
lord crops of the instrument, 

became liable to pay Rs. 25 per annum on 

« ccount of the value thereof and not their market- 
value; [p. 83o, col. 2.] 

< 2 > ‘ hat .V ndCr Section 92 of the Evidence Act, 
no oial evidence was admissible to show that the 

clause about the payment of Rs. 2o was inserted 
solely for the purposes of registration of the 
document, as it was not so stated on the face of 
the instrument itself, [p. 835, col. 2.] 

Appeal against the following judgment 
of Mr. Justice Newbould, dated the 27th 
larch 1916, in Appeal from Appellate 
Decree No. 3530 of 1913:— 

, ,^ 1S appea * fche only question to be 

decided is whether the defendant-appellant is 

liable to pay the plaintiff a cash rent of 

Rs. 25 yearly or to give her the value of half 

the crops grown on the land for the years for 
which rent is claimed. 


The defendant executed a barga kabuliyat in 

the pIaintiff ’ dated 28th Magh 
1 2 98 (February 1892). This kabuliyat is 
headed value of the crops mentioned in 
the barga kabuliyat is Rs. 25.” It contains 
the ordinary conditions of a barga kabuliyat 
that the executant will cultivate the lands 
and make over half the crops raised on the 
lands to his lessor. It also oontains the 
following stipulation which has been trans- 
lated in the paper-book as follows : “if I 
neglect to deliver crops, etc., I shall pay you 
Rs. 25 per annum on account of the value of 
the orops; if I fail to deliver the same you 
will be competent to realise the same by in- 
stituting suit in Court, any objection to the 
same taken by me shall not be entertained.” 
This is a free translation of this part of 
the kabuliyat. The following is a mere 
literal translation, “if I fail” (f >e , 

cultivate and give the crops) “l shall 
give (dib) you Rs. 25 a year on aooount 
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of the value of the crops; if I do not 
give (no dib) you will be competent to realise 
the same by instituting a suit.” The same 
Bengali verb has been expressed by the 
translator by the English verb pay and 
deliver and it has-been argued that the 
words na dib mean “if I do not pay Rs. 25.” 
It- is contended on behalf of the respond- 
ent that there is a clear covenant in the 
deed to pay Rs. 25 if the crops are not 
delivered and that the lessor's only remedy 
for a breach of the contract is to sue 
for this amount. The Munsif who tried 
the suit accepted this plea and relying 
on the decision of the Court in the case 
of Afar v. Surja Kumar Ghose (1) granted 
the plaintiff a decree at the rate of Rs. 25 
yearly; on an appeal by the plaintiff 
the lower Appellate Court held that the 
construction put on the terms of the kabn- 
liyat by the Munsif was erroneous and 
allowed the appeal and remanded the case 
to the Munsif for a fresh decision after 
ascertainment of the quantity and price of 

the crop grown on the disputed land during 
the y tar in suit. 

I agree with the learned Subordinate 
Judge in thinking that the decision in the 
case Afar v. Surja Kumar Qliose (l) is net 
applicable to the facts of the present case. 
There the amount of paddy to be paid 
was fixed. In the present case as the 
tenancy is barga the amount is variable. 
In that case it was not disputed that upon 
a true construction of the case the plaintiffs 
were entitled, upon failure of the defend- 
ants to deliver the paddy, to realise only 
the amount stated in the lease as its value. 
What was decided as a point of law in 
that case was that when the rights and 
liabilities of the parties were explicitly set 
out in the lease, oral evidence was not ad- 
missible to prove an agreement substantially 
varying the terms of the instrument. Here 
the whole question is, how is the kabuliyat 
to be construed. On such a question decided 
oases are of little assistance as the words 
of documents usually vaiy on material 

points. In the present case all the reported 

oases to which my attention has been drawn 
can have no application, as they all refer 
to the payment of a fixed amount of rent 
in kind and not to a barga tenancy in 


(0 7 lud. Cas. 842; 10 C. \Y. N. 249; 12 C. L. J 


[mi 


which the rent is a share of the actual crop. 
These cases are Sohobut Ali v. Abdool Alt (2), 
Ananda Chandra Boy v. Makram Ali (3), Sheik 
Isaf v. Gupal Chandra Bey (4), Afar v. Surja 
Kumar Ghose (1), already referred to, and 
Boneswar Mukherji v. Umesh Chandra (5). 

It appears to me lhat on a proper 
construction of the kabuliyat the landlord 
has no 1 , given up his right to sue for the 
value of half the crop in the case of non- 
delivery by the tenant. The description 
of the tabuliyat as a barga kabuliyat is 
inconsistent with a tenancy which gave 
the tenant the option of paying a final 
money rent. The heading of the kabuliyat 
supports i he view taken by the learned 
Subordinate Judge that “Rs. 25 must have 
teen mentioned for the purposes of regis- 
tration.” Al>o if the kabuliyat is correctly 
translated, this sum appears to be payable 
on failure to cultivate the land as well 
as for failure to deliver the crops and it 
seems to me more reasonable that this sum 
should have been paid to provide for the 
former default than the latter. Also the 
clause relating to the landlord’s right to 
institute a suit can be read to mean that 
he can sue for the value of the crops as well 
as that he can sue for the fixed amount of 
compensation. On a proper construction of 
the lease there is nothing in it to deprive the 
landlord of the right, which the landlord 
of a barga tenant ordinarily has, to sue 

for the value of the landlord’s share of the 
crop. 

I, therefore, dismiss this appeal with 
costs ” 

Babu Abinash Chandra Guha , for the Ap- 
pellant. — There is absolutely nothing in the 
kabuliyat to show that the sum of Rs. 25 
mentioned therein was inserted for the pur- 
poses of registration. And under section 92 
of the Indian Evidence Act oral evidence is 
not admissible to show that that sum was 
inserted in the kaouliyat for any such purpose. 
Cites Afar v. Surja Kumar Ghose (I). Distin- 
guishes Banesicar Mukherji's case (5) on 
the grounds that in that case there was no 
alternative covenant for the payment of 
a fixed sum in cash in lieu of the crops and 

(-’) 3 0. W. N. 151. 

'3>:< I ml. Cns. 204; 10 C. L. J. 144. 

(4) 8 lud. Cas. 896; 12 C. L. J. 693 
(o) 7 hid. Cas, 875; 37 0, 626. 
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that the effect of section 92 of the Indian 
Evidence Act is not considered there. 

Babu Prakas Chandra Mazoomdar for the 
Respondent. — The kabuliyat is a barga kabuli - 
yat and in the first portion of it there is a clear 
stipulation for the delivery of half share of all 
crops grown on the land, the value of which 
must necessarily vary from year to year. 
Having regard to thi3 stipulation the last 
clause, which provides that in case the 
tenant fails to deliver this share or 
neglects to cultivate the land he shall 
pay Rs. 25 for the value thereof mu9t be 
construed to mean that the landlord res- 
pondent has an option in the matter and 
he may either sue for the sum fixed or 
for the actual value of the crops in his 
share. Otherwise the two stipulations would 
be inconsistent and no prudent man can 
be expected to limit his right under the 
first stipulation in the way provided by 
tbe second. The amount of Rs. 25 should 
be taken as the estimated value of a year s 
profit at the time when the document 
was executed and inserted for purposes of 
registration, as was held in the cases 
of Sohobut Ali v. Abdool Alii 2), Ananda 
Chandra Roy v. Makram Ali (3), Sheik Isaf 
v. Gopal Chandra Bey (4\ Baneswar Mukherji 
v. Umesh Chandra (5). The insertion of 
the figure cannot limit the right of the 
landlord to that amount only, as was held 
in the aforesaid cases. 

This construction of the kabuliyat does 
not depend upon extraneous oral evidence 
which may come within the provisions of 
section 92, Evidence Act. Hence the deci- 
sion of Newbould, J., is quite right. 

JUDGMENT — This is an appeal under 
clause 15- of the Letters Patent from a 
decision of Mr. Justice Newbould in a 
suit for arrears of rent. The terms of the 
contract of tenancy are embodied in a 
document dated the 10th February 1892, 
and called a barga kabuliyat ; the value of 
the crops mentioned therein is stated to 
be Rs. 25 at the commencement of the 
instrument. The tenant undertook to culti- 
vate the land and raise orops thereon, and 
covenanted as follows : “The crops that 
will be raised at any time on the said 
land shall be taken to your house, and 
after making over to you to your entire 
satisfaction half share thereof, as pro- 


prietor’s share, I shall take the remaining 
half share. I shall cultivate, sow and weed 
and do other things. If I do not cultivate, 
the amount of crops in your share will 
be determined by a reference to the crops 
raised on neighbouring fields. I shall deliver 
to you the orops. If I neglect to deliver 
the said crops, I shall pay you Rs. 25 
per annum on account of the value of 
the crops. If I fail to deliver the same 
you will be competent to realise the same 
by instituting suit in Court; any objection 
to the same taken by me shall not be 
entertained.” The landlord has instituted 
this suit for recovery of the value of the 
crops for the Bengali year 1318, and seeks 
a decree according to the market price. 
The Court of First Instance held that the 
landlord was entitled to a decree at the 
rate of Rs. 25 per year as the value 
of the crops according to the terms of 
the contract. The Subordinate Judge took 
a contrary view, held that the plaintiff 
was entitled to the value of the crops accord- 
ing to the market rate, and remanded the 
case for a fresh investigation. On appeal 
to this Court the decree of the Subordinate 
Judge has been affirmed by Mr. Justice 
Newbould. 

We are of opinion that upon a plain 
reading of the terms of the contract the 
tenant, if he neglects to deliver to his 
landlord, crops according to the terms of the 
instrument, becomes bound to pay Rs. 25 per 
annum on account of the value thereof. 
But on behalf of the plaintiff the argument 
has been advanced that this clause was 
inserted solely for purposes of registra- 
tion of the document. This is, however, 
not so stated on the face of the instrument 
itself, and it has been pointed out repeatedly 
[ Ajar v. Surja Kumar Ghose (1), Nil - 
madhab Mahapatra v. Keshab Lai Maha - 
patra (6)-. decided by Sanderson, C. J. 
and Mookerjee, J., on the 4th May 1916], 
that oral ‘evidence is not admissible under 
section 92 of the Indian Evidence Act to 
vary the terms of the contract contained in 
the document. The landlord has pressed upon 
the Court the consideration that if the con- 
struction put by the tenant be accepted the 
contract becomes obviously unreasonable. 
He argues that the value of the cropi 

(«) 40 Ind. Cas. 819 26 C. L. J. 94, 
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will vary from year to year according to 
their quality and quantity and that it is 
inconceivable that a reasonably prudent man 
would have acoepted a oontraot of this 
character which entitles the landlord to a 
faxed sum of Rs. 25 only regardless of the 
quantity and quali'y of the crops actually 
raised in a particular year. It is well 
settled, however, that we cannot ignore the 
plain terms of the contract because they 
appear to ns to be unreasonable; as Cookburn, 
C. J., observed in Sfadhard y. Lee (7), 
if the terms are clear and unambiguous,’ 
the Court is bound to give effect to them 
without stopping to consider how far they 
may be reasonable or not. In the present 
case, however, there may have been good 
reasons why the parties should have entered 
into a contract of this nature; they may 
well have been anxious to avoid elaborate 
and expensive investigations as to the 
quality and quantity of crops raised in a 
particular year and the market-value thereof. 

But we are really not permitted to speculate 

about the possible intention and motive of 
the parties, we are concerned only with 
their intention as expressed by the words 
they have deliberately used, and it would 
be most dangerous to conjecture or guess 
at what might have been the intention of 
a man of average prudence. There can, in 

our opinion, be no doubt as to the mean- 
ing of this contract; when that has been 
ascertained, the landlord and the tenants 
are equally bound thereby. 

The result is that this appeal is allowed, 

the order of the Subordinate Judge set 

aside and the decree of the Court of 

hirst Instance restored with costs in all the 
Courts. 


q i> , o ™ appeal allowed. 
Hfin i T 8G3 f 3 364; 32 L * J - Q- B. 76; 7 L. 

m R K n 357 N ; 8,) J08: 122 E - K. 138, 11 W. II. 36 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 2015 

of 1914. 

February 18, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice N. R. Chatterjea and 

Mr. Justice Newbould. 

KALI KANTA DAS and others — 
Plaintiffs - Appellants 

versus 

MOHESH CHANDRA KANTA and others 
—Defendants— Respondents. 

Landlord and tenant — Construction of document — 
Kabuliyat — Agreement to deliver half produce or 
pay fixed sum — Landlord's right to insist upon half 
produce . 

A barga kabuliyat executed by the tonant-defend- 
ant provided that the tenant shall deliver every 
year at the house of the plaintiff at the proper time 
a moiety share, after measurement, of whatever 
crops are grown on the land and if the tenant does 
not deliver the same, then the landlord will bo com- 
petent to realise a sum of Rs. *10 on account of value 
thereof by filinga law suit; and it further provided that 
if through default of the tenant in properly carrying 
on the cultivation, good crops are not grown, then 
the tenant shall deliver , without objection such 
quantity of crops as would be in proportion to tho 
output of tho neighbouring lands: 

Held, that the landlord was ontitled to recover the 
valno of half the crops raised on the land and was 
not bound to accept tho sum of Rs. 40 as its equi- 
valent, [p. 837, col. 2.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge, Faridpur, dated the 7th 
April 1194, modifying that of the Munsif, 

Madaripur, dated the 27th September 
1913. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Babu Dwarkanath Chvckerberty (with him 
Babus Rajendra Chandra Ouha and Troilokhya 
Nath Ghose), for the Appellants, contended 
that upon a proper construction of the 
kabuliyat the plaintiff was entitled to the 
present market price of the crops. The 
kabuliyat being a barga kabuliyat , it should be 
held that the parties intended that the 

plaintiff should get half of the produoe or its 
market- value. 

Babu Hemendra Kumar Das t for the Res- 
pondents.-*^The plaintiff could not go behind 
the clear terms of the oontraot. The Court 

could not proceed upon speculation. The fact 

that the kubuliyat was a barga kabuliyat did 
not make any difference at all. There was 
nothing to prevent the parties from agreeing 
that a fixed sum should be recovered by the 
plaintiff in case of failure of the defendants 
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to deliver the crops. See Afar v. Surja 
Kumar Ghose (l), Atul Chandra Dutt v. Eson 
Ali (2), Sasi Bhusan Dey v. UmakantoDey (3) 
and Nilmadhab Mahapatra v. Keshab Lai Maha - 
patra (4) decided by Sir Lancelot Sanderson, 
C. J., and Mookerjee, J., on 4th May 1916. 

Babu Divarkanath Chukerberty , in reply. — 
None of the reported cases is a case of a 
barga kabuliyat and in all of them the 
rent was a fixed quantity of paddy. This 
being a barga case the amount is variable. 

JUDGMENT. — The question raised in 
this appeal is whether the plaintiff is 
entitled to recover the value of half the 
crops of the land in suit or only a money 
rent of Rs. 40 yearly from the defendant 
under a barga kabuliyat. The kabuliyat provides 
that the defendant shall, carrying on cul- 
tivation, deliver evey year 4< at the house 
of the plaintiff at the proper time a moiety 
share after measurement of whatever crops 
are grown” on the land ; and that if the 
defendant does not deliver the same, then 
the plaintiff will be 'competent to realise 
a sum cf Rs. 40 on account of value 
thereof by ^filing law suits.” It further 
provides: If through default of carrying 

on the tillage and cultivation ourselves or 
of maintenance and preservation thereof 
good crops are not grown, we shall deliver 
without objection such quantity of crops 
as would be in proportion to the output 
of the neighbouring lands. And if you 
so desire you shall be competent to wrest 
away the entire or portions of the land 
(from us) and let out the same to others.” 
We think that the contract was to pay 
half the crops grown on the land, and not 
a sum of Rs. 40 a year. We have been 
referred to a number of cases, but none 
of them had to deal with a barga con- 
tract. In the cases cited before us, the 
quantity of paddy was fixed and a certain 
sum was agreed upon to be paid on default 
of payment of the produce rent, and it 
was held in some of the cases that upon the 
failure of the defendant to deliver the 
paddy, the landlord was entitled to realise 
only the amount stated in the lease as its 

(1) 7 Ind. Cas. 842; 12 C L. J. 649; 15 C.W. N. 249. 

(2) 13 Ind. Uas. 423. 

(3) 25 Ind. Cas. 171; 20 C. L. J. 153; 19 C. W. N. 
1143. 

(4) 40 Ipd. Cas. 819; 26 C. L. J. 94. 


price. Here the land was cultivated under 
a barga contract and the quantity of crops 
deliverable would vary in different years 
according to the crops raised. Morever, the 
kabuliyat provides for payment of “such 
quantity of crops as would be in proportion 
to the output of the neighbouring lands,” 
if good crops are not grown owing to the 
failure of the defendant in properly carry- 
ing on the cultivation. We may point out 
that the defendant, while denying the 
kabuliyat , pleaded that, in respect of lands 
cultivated under the barga system in the 
neighbourhood, the practice was to pay 
only a third share of jute and other fibre 
crops and a moiety share of other crops 
only. That shows how the barga system 

was understood by the defendants them- 
selves. 

There is no doubt that there was a 
stipulation that the plaintiff would be 
competent to realise R 3 . 40 in case of 
non-payment of half the crops. But the 
subsequent clause provides for the pay- 
ment of paddy in proportion to the produce 
of neighbouring lands if good crops are 
not grown owing to the failure of the 
defendants in properly carrying on the 
cultivation, and the construction that the 
parties intended the payment of a fixed 
sum of money is not consistent with the 
above clause or the other provisions of 
the document mentioned above. The ques- 
tion is one of construction of the docu- 
ment; and having regard to the nature 
of the barga contraot and all the terms 
of the document, we are of opinion that 
the plaintiff is entitled to recover the 
value of half the orops raised on the land. 
A similar view was taken in an unreported 
case, Basiruddi Chowdhuri v . Afsarannessa 
Bibi decided on 27th March 1916 by 
one of the members of this Benoh. 

The result is that the • decree of the 
lower Appellate Court is set aside and the 
case sent back to that Court in order 
that the value of half the crops may be 
determined and a decree passed according- 
ly. Costs of this appeal will abide the 
result. 

Appeal allowed ; Case remanded , 
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PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeals from Appellate Decrees Nos. 1362 

and 1363 of 1916. 

April 30, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

In No. 1362 of 1916 
MUHAMMAD EHIA- Appellant 

versus 

GANGA DAYAL OJHA AND OTHERS — 

Respondents. 

In No. 1363 of 1916 
Lala VAKIL CHAND and others — 

Appellants 


versus 

NEPAL OJHA and others — Respondents. 

Evidence Act (I oj 1872), «<?. 13 — Judgment not inter 
parties recognizing right in dispute , admissibility of. 

Judgments not between parties to the suit pro. 
nounced by a Court of competent jurisdiction, 
containing a declaration that the right in disputo 
has been assorted and recognized in a Court of Law, 
are admissible in evidence under the provisions of 
section 13 of the Evidence Act Ip. 838, col. 2- p 
839, col. 1.] * 

Raja Ranjit Sinha Bahadur v. Bn sunt a Kumar 
Ohose, 12 C. W. N. 739 at p. 743; 9 C. L. J. 597, 
relied upon. 


Appeals from the decision of the Distric 
Judge, Shahabad. 

Messrs. Kulwant Saliai and Sevrswardya, 
for the Appellant. 

Messrs. Purnenda Salk Sinha and Rat 
Persad, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Atkinson, J. — These second appeals com 
before us from a decision of Mr. Rowland 
•sitting as District Judge of Shahahac 
reversing the decision of the Munsif o 
Buxar, granting a decree in favour of th 
plaintiffs in these two appeals. The seooin 
appeals are Nos. 1362 and 1363 of 1916. 

It appears that the villages of Kanpur 
and Dubouli adjoin. Dnbouli and Narayan 
pur originally constituted one mahal an: 
Kazipura another; and the main questio 
for decision in this litigation is, what is th 
boundary existing between these two estates 
A map has been produced and shown t 
us by the appellant. According to tha 
map the appellant’s contention is, that th 
northern boundary, „ s indicated upon tin 
map, is the true boundary of Mama Knzi 
pura. tor the respondents it is allege 
that the .southern boundary demarcated i: 
the true boundary of K.,zip„,a ; a, d that 
therefore the lands in suit falling outside 


the southern boundary form part of the 
holdings belonging to the respondents; and 
that they do not form part of the hold- 
ings claimed by the appellants. The appel- 
lants seek to recover in the case of Seoond 
Appeal No. 1362 of 1916 the plot marked 
upon the map Nos. 361, which appears to 
be a continuation of plot No. 34, which 
admittedly falls within Mauza Kazipura, 
and in Seoond Appeal No. 1363 of 1916 
the plaintiff on behalf of himself and the 
other members of the joint family seeks 
to recover plots Nos. 357 to 360 and these 
plots apparently form the continuation of 
plots No. 3 which is admittedly within 
Mauza Kazipura. The plaintiffs say that 
they have been dispossessed by the defend- 
ants wrongfully from these plots; that these 
plot in dispute form part of their original 
holdings in Mauza Kazipura, and that 
they are not within the boundary nor do they 
form part of the village known as Dnnouli. 

The issue in this case was a simple 
one for decision. In support of the plaint- 
iff’s c«se certain judgments were referred to, 
which were the result of the litigation 
which had taken place between certain 
tenants on the one hand, and some pro- 
prietors upon the other, or between the 
tenants and tenants on these estates relative 
to what was the boundary of these two 
villages. These judgments supported the 
view that the northern boundary was the true 
boundary of Mauza Kazipura. These judg- 
ments w r ere sought to be « relied upon by 
the plaintiffs in support of their conten- 
tion that the boundary they alleged was 
the true boundary of the village of Ka*i- 
pura; and that these plots in suit fell 
within that boundary and consequently were 
a part of their property. 

The learned Judge held, as I gather from 
his decision, that these judgments were not 
admissible in evidence and were not binding 
upon thedefendants inasmuch asthedefendants 
were not parties to the previous proceedings in 
which these judgments had been pronounced. 
We think that the learned Judge was wrong 
in so ruling; because, in onr opinion, these 
judgments were admissible in evidence 
under t lie provisions of section 13 of the 
Evidence Act, inasmuch as they were 
pionounced by a Court cf competent jnrisdic- 
ti( n and contained a declaiation that the 
same right as is now in dispute bad beep 
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asserted and recognized in a Court of Lxw, 
and that, therefore, as between the plaintiffs 
in these suits and the defendants, they 
were evidence under the provisions of section 
13. Authority for this proposition is con- 
tained in the ruling cited as Raja Ranjit 
Sinha Bahadur v. Basunta Kumar Ghose (1). 
Their Lordships of the Calcutta High 
Court in that case clearly recognised 
and laid down the law on facts very 
similar to the facts of the present appeals. 
Therefore in that view of the case it 
appears to U3 that the lower Appellate 
Court was wrong in point of law in exclud- 
ing these judgments from its considera- 
tion as part of the evidence proper for 
the Court to consider. 

Another matter which also leads us to the 
conclusion that the judgment of the lower 
Appellate Court was unsatisfactory, is that the 
learned Munsif very carefully considered the 
documents of title which had been produced 
by the defendants and given in evidence for the 
purposeof showing’ that the southern boundary 
demarcated on the map was not the true 
boundary of Mauza Kazipura. The learned 
Munsif in a very exhaustive and careful judg- 
ment showed, that these documents of title, 
relied upon bythe defendants, did not refer 
to the lands in dispute. The learned Judge on 
appeal in a very summary and unsatisfactory 
way disregarded the careful finding arrived 
at by the learned Munsif, without giving 
any intelligent reason for doing 30. He 
simply says: “T do not agree with the lower 
Court that the documents relied upon by the 
defendants do not refer to the lands to which 
they are said to refer”. Well the learned 
Judge should have expressly found whether 
the deedsin question did or did not refer to the 
lands in suit; # to find that they merely did 
not refer is ambiguous, uncertain and unsatis- 
factory and not such a judgment as the law 
required that an Appellate Court should 
pronounce after due consideration of the 
whole evidence. It is true that the learned 
Judge says in his judgment that he can find 
no evidence on the record sufficient to 
enable him to hold that the entry in the 
Record of Rights has been rebutted. The 
Record of R’ghts does record the southern 
boundary indicated upon the map as the 
true boundary between these two estates; 

(1) 12 C\ W. N. 730 at p. 743; 9 C. L. J. 597. 


but the learned Judge has arrived at that 
finding disregarding the evidence of the 
judgments which I have already referred 
to. If he had carefully considered these 
judgments and weighed them, he might 
have found that there was sufficient evidence 
before him to enable him to hold that the 
Record of Rights was not conclusive and 
binding between the parties. Therefore we 
consider that the judgment of the lower 
Appellate Court is so unsatisfactory that 
in the interests of all parties it is desirable 
that these appeals should be allowed, that 
the decree of the lower Appellate Court 
should be set aside and that we should 
remand the case for re-hearing by the 
District Judge. The appellants who have 
appeared before us have succeeded. Con- 
sequently they will be entitled to their 
costs of these appeals. The respondents 
Nos. 6 and 7 in Second Appeal No. 1362 
of 1916 and Nos. 16 and 17 in Second 
Appeal No. 1363 of 1916 appear. As against 
them the learned Judge in the lower 
Appellate Court has dismissed the aotion; 
and it is very hard to know why. they 
came here at all. But inasmuch as it may 
be possible on this remand that they will 
be found to be liable jointly with the other 
defendants, we direct that their costs of 
these appeals will abide the result. 

Chapman, J. — I agree. 

Appeals allowed ; 

Cases remanded. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 
Civil Role Nisi No. 858 op 1916, 
February 26, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Beachcroft and 
Mr. Justice Walmsley. 
JAGANNATH MONDUL and others — 
Judgment debtors — Petitioners 

versus 


JALADHAR MOND AL — Decree-holder — 

Opposite Party. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V oj 1908 ), s. 47 , 0 . 
XLVII , r. 1 — Application falling ivithin s. 47 purport- 
ing to be under 0. XLVII, r. l—Fonn of application 


— Appeal. 

On an application purporting to be made by the 
decree-holder certifying satisfaction of the decretal 
amount and asking for the dismissal of the execution 
case, the Munsif dismissed the case. Thereafter the 
decree-holder put in two other petitions questioning 
the genuineness of the application certifying sati?- 
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faction of the decree, and asking that the order 
passed thereon should be cancelled and the execu- 
tion case allowed to proceed. The Munsif 
on an enquiry dismissed both the petitions on the 
finding that the decretal money had really been paid: 

Held, that although tho words “Order XL VII, rule 
1" were to be found in the decreo-holder’s petitions and 
in the order sheet, yet having regard to their sub- 
stance they must lie treated as applications under 
section 47, Civil Procedure Code, so that an appeal 
did he to the District Judge from the Munsif’ s order 
of dismissal, [p. 841, col. 1.] 

Rule against the order of the District 

Judge, Khulna, in Miscellaneous ADDeal No 
41 of 1916. 

FACTS of the oase appear from the 
judgment. 

Babu Manmatlia Nath Mukherjee (with him 
Babu Led Mohan Qhose ), for the Petitioners.— 
1 he appeal to tho Distriot Jndjje was 
directed against the order of the Munsif 
on an application whioh was one for review 

under Order XLVII, rule 1, Civil Procedure 

Code. I submit that no appeal lay against 
an order dismissing an application for 
review. Refers to Order XLVII, rule 7, 
Civil Procedure Code. The Distriot Judge 
was wrong in allowing the appeal holding 
that the order appealed against was an order 
on an application made in execution of the 
decree under section 47, Civil Procedure 
Code. The order appealed against was in 
faot an order of dismissal on an application 
under Order XLVII, rule 1. 

Then on the merPs also the opposite 

party has no case. The judgment of reversal 

passed by the District Judge is based on 

surmises, theories and probabilities of the 

case. It does not prooeed on the evidence 

on the record, evidence whioh has been 

thoroughly disoussed by the learned Munsif 

who disposed of the application on a due 

consideration of all the evidenoe on the 

reoord. On the merits also there has 

been a gross miscarriage of justice, so I 

oau ask your Lordships to interfere in 

revision under section 115, Civil Procedure 
Code, 


Babu Mohendra Nath Roy (with him Babi 
Banku Behary Mnlliek Gliowdhury) f 0l . 

?flf ° ^.-Th. ..nation 
behalf of the petitioner is rather a questio, 
of form than one of substance. The aonJi 
cation appealed against was rightly treated 
by the learned Judge as an application i 
execution of a decree within the meaning 
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of section 47, Civil Procedure Code. The 
application was obviously not one under 
Order XLVII, rule 1. There is no sub- 
stance in this objection on the teohnioal 
point. 

Then on the merits, the learned Dis- 
trict Judge was quite competent to alter 
the findings arrived at by the First Court 
and he was quite right in doing so. This 
is not a fit oase for your Lordships’ interfer- 
enoe in revision. 

JUDGMENT. 

Walmsley, J. — The opposite party obtained 
a rent deoree against the petitioners, and 
applied for execution by sale of the holding. 
The holding was advertised for sale on July 

O n July 16, 1915, however, a 
petition was filed purporting to be made by the 
deoree-holder, certifying that he had reoeived 
payment in full and asking for the execution 
oase to be dismissed. On July 19, 1*15, 
the learned Munsif dismissed the oase on 
full satisfaotiou. On July 24, 1915, the 
deoree-holder put in a petition saying that 
he had not reoeived the money, that the 
certificate was a forgery, and asking for 
sanction to be granted under section 195, 
Criminal Procedure Code, or a proseoution 
ordered under section 476, Criminal Procedure 
Code. Again on August 6, 1915, the decree- 
holder put in two petitions asking that the 
order passed on July 19 should be cancelled 
and that the exeoution oase should be allowed 
to prooeed. On these petitions the Court 
held an enquiry into the circumstances, and 
on February 19, 1916, both petitions were 
dismissed, on the finding that the money 
had really been paid. The deoree-holder 
appealed, and the learned District Judge 
reversed the finding of the Munsif and 
ordered execution to prooeed. 

The judgment-debtors obtained this Rule 

oftlling on the decree-holder to show cause 

why the order of the District Judge should 
not be set aside. 

thn ( f I \l bebftlf i° f the p0titioDers it is urged 
that the applications of August 6, 1915, 

must lmve been made under Order XLVII 
and that no appeal lay against an order 
rejecting them. It is also said that the 
onlj remedies open to the decree-holder 
" er ® an application for review of judg- 
ment, and an appeal against the order 
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dismissing: the application for execution on 
full satisfaction. 

The decree-holder did not take the latter 
alternative, and I cannot understand how 
it would have been possible for him to 
appeal against an order which prima facie 
was made with his full consent, with no 
material on the record by which he could 
challenge its correctness. It seems to me 
clear that it was his duty to ask the Court 
of First Instance for an enquiry about the 
genuineness of the petition filed on July 15, 
and that is ^ the step he took. No doubt 
the words Order XL VII, rule 1” are to 
be found in his application and in the 
order sheet, but that is of no moment: We 
have to look at the substance of his applica- 
tions. Now he did not allege that the 
Munsif had made a mistake, he did not offer 
new and important evidenoe to be considered 
with the other materials on which the order 
was passed, but he went to the root of the 
matter, and attacked the petition of satis- 
faction which formed the sole basis of the 
order. 1 fail to see how an application of 
this nature can be regarded as an application 
fox a review of judgment. It is one which 
would have taken the form of a suit but for 
the provisions of seotion 47 of the Civil 
Procedure Code, and I regard it as an appli- 
cation under that seotion. It follows that an 
appeal did lie to the District Judge. 

The learned Vakil has conceded, very 
properly, that having regard to the findings 
of fact recorded by the learned Judge he 
oannot press the petition on the merits. 

The Rule, therefore, is discharged with 
costs, five gold mohurs. 

BeAcacuoFT, .J. — I agree. 

Rule discharged . 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1035 of 1914. 

January 17, 1917. 

Present: Sir John Wallis, Kx., Chief Justice, 

and Mr. Justice Spe ncer. 

NOCHULmL EAZHUVAN THEE THI’S 
fcON THEETHALAN — Defendant No. 7 

— Appellant 

VP'YS IIS 

Tue ERALPOD RAJAH styled ELAYA 
RAJA AYERGAL of PATINHARA 
KOVILAGOM in CALICUT (deceased) and 
others Plaintiff and Defendants Nos. 1 to 

fi — Respondents. 

Landlord and tenant-Mortgagec of lease-hold 
tnlei est, liability of, for rent to lessor — Privity of 

nf c "" trnc t Sub-lessees, rights' and 
liabilities of Tiansfer oj Properly Act (IV of 1S821 
*>\ 57, 65 (cl) and 108 (j). " 

. , A ni01 ‘tg a gee with possession of a lease-hold 
interest is not liable to the lessor for rent on the 
English doctrine of privity of estate, [p. 842, col. I 1 
It was not the intention of the Legislature’ by 
enacting section 108 of the Transfer of Property 
Act to bring the sub-lessee and the mortgagee from 
the lessee into direct relations with the lessor Mere 
possession, in the absence of privity of estate will 

not make the mortgagee liable to the 'lessor, fp ’ 844 
col. l.J L1 ’ ’ 

Monica Kitheria Saldanha v. Subraya Uebbarn JO 
M 4, ° ; 17 M.L. J 258: 2 M. 5. T 363; Kannyc' Loll 

9U« V i- N r '° n . 7 ° ossce ‘ 10 °‘ 443 ’ 5 Ind - Dec. ( N . s .) 

298, distinguished ; 

Per Wahls C. J—Priyity of estate is a technical 
term of English Law and, under that law, no such 
privity arises unless the whole of the lessee’s interest 
is assigned over. Where a subsidiary interest is 
caived out of the lessee’s interest, no fresh privity 
arises. For instance, there is no privity of estate 
between a lessor and a sub- lessee. In India under 
section 57 of the Transfer of Property Act a mortgage 
of a lease-hold interest is not an out and out transfer 
of the mortgagor’s interest, and, therefore, on the 

842 g col 110 PriWty ° f eStat ° can arise * CP- 

One effect of section 108 of the Transfer of Pro- 
perty Act is that the lessee does not cease to be 
liable on the lease by reason only of an out and out 
assignment but he will, as in England, cease to be 
liable if the lessor accepts rent from the assignee and 
thereby creates a privity of contract between himself 
and the assignee. The liabilities of the transferee 
arise in India, as in England, on and by reason of the 
transfer, and do not depend on the question whether 
the transferee has obtained possession, [p.842, col. 2.J 

Per Spencer , J. — Section 65 ( d ) of the Transfer of 
Property Act deals only with the rights and liabilities 
of the mortgagor and the mortgagee as between 
themselves. The rights and liabilities as between 
the mortgagor and his lessor are regulated by seetinn • 
108 O'). CP- 844, col. 2.] J t,0n 

Privity of contract is personal privity and extends 
only to the person of the lessor and the person of the 
lessee, and the mere creation of a mortgage by the 
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latter does not create a personal privity between 
the lessor and the mortgagee, [p. 844, col. 2.] 

Second appeal' against the decree of the 
Court of the Temporary Subordinate Judge, 

Palghat, in Appeal Suit No. 211 of 1913, 

preferred against that of the District Munsif, 
Alatur, in Original Suit No. 43 of 1912. 

Mr. R. R. Subramania So.stri, for the Ap- 
pellant. 

Messrs. T. R . Ramachandra Aiyangar and 
T. R. Krishnaswami Aiyar , for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Wallis, C. J.— The question raised in this 
appeal is whether mortgagees with posses- 
sion from lessees are liable to the lessor for 
rent. The Subordinate Judge has held that 
they are liable on the ground that privity 
of estate exists between them. In this I 
think he is clearly wrong. Privity of estate 
is a technical term of English Law, and it is 
clear that under that law no such privity 
arises unless the whole of the lessee s in- 
terest is assigned over. Where a subsidiary 
interest is oarved out of the lessee’s interest, 
no fresh privity arises. Eor instance, there 
is no privity of estate between a lessor and 
a sub lessee. Where the lessee mortgages 
his whole lease-hold interest, privity arises 
in English Law, because there the mortgage 
is by conveyance with a right to a reconvey- 
ance, and, therefore, the whole interest of the 
lessee is assigned to his mortgagee; but, as 
this is not considered a desirable state of 
things, conveyancers prevent such privity of 
estate from arising by making the mortgage 
by way of sub-lease of something less than 
the whole interest of the lessee. In India 
a mortgage such as this is not an out and 
out transfer of the mortgagor’s interest (sec- 
tion 58, Transferof Property Act) and, there- 
fore, on the English doctrine, no privity of 
estate can arise. 

We have, however, to consider the provi- 
sions of the Transfer of Property Act as to 
leases which should be followed in India in 
preference to English decisions, even where 
it does not in terms apply, as to agricultural 
leases. Section 108 (;) provides: ‘The lessee 
may transfer absolutely or by way of mort- 


to the lease.” One effect of this provision 
is, that the lessee does not cease to be liable 
on the lease by reason only of an out and oat 
assignment, but he will, as in England, cease 
to be liable if the lessor accepts rent from the 
assignee and thereby creates a privity of 
contract between them. It is also to be 
noted that the liabilities of the transferee 
arise, as in England, on and by reason of the 
transfer, and do not depend on the question 
whether the transferee has obtained posses- 
sion. Monica Kitheria Saldanha v Subraya 
Hebbara ( 1\ Ran dipur azil Kunhisow v. Alu - 
kandiyil Parkum Mulloli C hatha (2). If the 
transfer is absolute, it has been timid that the 
transferee becomes liable to the lessor, 
Kunhanujan v. Anjelu (3), as in that case, 
privity of estate arises under the English 
decisions. The section, however, says nothing 
about privity of estate, and the question 
really is, what is the intention of the Legis- 
lature as regards transfers by the lessee by 
way of mortgage in the Indian form or by 
sub-lease, in which cases there would clearly 
according to the English decisions be no 
privity of estate on which the liability could 
be rested. The case of Runhanujan v. 
Anjelu (3) does not afford much assistance, 
for that was a case of an assignment or ab- 
solute transfer of the lease, and all that was 
held was that there was nothing in the sec- 
tion to prevent the transferee being liable on 
the doctrine of privity of estate as in Eng- 
land. It is quite another thing to hold that 
in the case of a mortgage or sub-lease by the 
lessee the transferee becomes liable directly 
to the lessor, as such liability cannot be based 
on any recognized doctrine of privity of 
estate. The decision in Kannys Loll 
Sett v. Nistoriny Dossee (4) appears to have 
proceeded on the footing that the 
mortgage in that case amounted to an 

assignment or transfer of the lease-hold 
interest in which case privity of estate 

would arise, and is of no assistance in 

the present case, where the transfer by 

mortgage did not amount to an assignment 
or out and out transfer. This is clearly 
pointed out by Karran, 0. J., in Timmappa 


gago or snb-lease the whole or any part of 

his interest in the property Tim lessee 

shall not, by reason only of such transfer, cease 
to be subject to any of the liabilities attaching 


1) 30 M. 4)0: 17 M. Ii. .1. 258: 2 M. L. T. 363. 

2 17 1ml. Oas 933; 3S M. 8»h 23 M. L. J. 695. 

3) 17 M. 296; 6 hub Dec. (a. * ) 205. 

4) 10 0. 443; 5 Ind. Dec. (w. s.) 29*. 
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Kuppaya v. 'Rama Venkanna Naik (5), where, 
however, as has been pointed out in Vithal 
Narayan v. Shi tram Savant (6), the word 
contract both in the head-note and the 
judgment is a slip, what was meant 
being not privity of contract but privity 
of estate. A sub lease differs from the 
assignment of a lease in that it creates 
no privity of contract (read, estate) 
between the sub-tenant and the landlord. 
The landlord h as to deal with his lessee and 
not with the sub-tenants of the latter. 
The English authorities show conclusively 
that a landlord putting an end by a proper 
notice to the tenancy of his tenant thereby 
determines the estate of the under-tenants 
of the latter. This is undoubted law”. 
Later on the learned Judge observes: “An 
assignee of a lease is of course in a different 
position, for he is brought by his assignment 
into direct relations with the landlord” that is 
to say, in the language of the English Law, 
that privity of estate arises between them. 
It appears dear that the learned Chief Justice 
did not consider that, in India, sub-lessees 
could be sued for rent by the lessor under 
section 108 O’) of the Transfer of Property 
Act or for any other reason. To so hold, 
would be a very serious innovation. We 
cannot hold that in India the mortgagee 
in possession is to be directly liable to the 
lessor for rent without applying the same 
doctrine to the sub-lessee. Both are govern- 
ed by the same section 108 ( j ) of the 

Transfer of Property Act, and, if actual 
possession of the land is to make the one 
liable for rent, it must also be the case 
with the other. It was no doubt held in 
Vithal Narayan v. Shriram Savant \6) that 
a mortgagee of a lease-hold interest if in 
possession is liable for rent to the mort- 
gagor; and one reason given is that the 
distinction between legal end equitable 
estates does not exist in India. As already 
pointed out, it is owing to that distinction 
that in England a legal mortgagee of lease 
is held liable for rent to the lessor where 
the mortgage is an assignment creating 
privity of estate, but an equitable mortgagee 
is not so liable; and to avoid this untoward 
consequence, it i9 usual to create a legal 
mortgage by way not of an assignment 

(5) 21 B. 311 at p. 313; 11 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 210. 

(6) 29 B 391; 7 Bom. L. R. 3J3. 


having this effect, but by way of sub-lease 
of something less than the lessee’s interest 
so that no privity of estate and no 
liability on the part of the mortgagee 
arises. This is the invariable practice as 
stated in the standard works of Coote, Fisher 
and Robbins. The decision in Kanrye Loll 
Sett v. Nistorir.y Dossee (4) proceeded, as 
already pointed out, on the view that 
the mortgage was an out and out assign- 
ment of the lease, which it is not in 
the present case or ordinarily in India. 
The judgment of Lord Mansfield in Eaton 
v. Jaques (7) which was also referred to 
is, if anything, an authority the other 
way. What Lord Mansfield held was, that 
the mortgagee of a lease-hold interest, 
even when the mortgage was by way 
of assignment of the whole term, was not 
liable for rent by virtue of privity 
of estate, unless he obtained possession as 
well, a point on which he was overruled 
by ten Judges in Williams v. Bosanquet (8). 
Both cases, however, proceed upon the view 
that the mortgagee is not liable at all 
to the lessor unless the mortgage be by 
way of assignment of the term. “All 
this”, Lord Mansfield observed, “arises 
from a mere slip in the attorney, in making 
the conveyance; for if he had made it an under- 
lease, hy leaving a reversion of a day in the 
mortgagor, the landlord would have had 
no pretext to call upon the mortgagee”. 

It is thus clear that what Lord Mansfield 
was arguing against was the mortgagee 
being held liable unless there were 
both privity of estate and possession, 
and that his judgment is no authority for 
the position that possession in the absence 
of privity of estate will make the 
mortgagee liable. See also Cox v. Bishop (9) 
and Ananda Chandra Rny v. Syed Abdulla 
Hossein (10). I am, therefore, of opinion 
with great respect that the authorities 
referred to in Vithal Narayan v. Shri- 
ram Savant (h) do not support the 
decision. No such liability is imposed by 
English Law on sub-lessees or on mort- 
al (1780) 2 Dougl. 455; 99 E. R. 290. 

(8) (1819) 1 Brod. & B. 238; 129 E. R. 714; 3 Moore 
500; 21 R. R. 585. 

(9) (1857) 8 De G. M. & G. 815; 26 L. J. Ch. 389; 

3 Jur. (n. s ) 499; 5 W. R. 437; 4 4 E. R. 00-1; 1 14 R R* 
351. 

(10) 20 Ind, Cas. 679; 41 C. 148. 



844 INDIAN OASES. [191? 

NOCHULIY1 EA2H0VAN THEETHIS SON V. ERALOD RijkH. 


gagees from lessees either, except as 
pointed out by Lord Mansfield owing to 
the mere slip of an attorney, and if it 
is to be imposed in India, it must be by virtue 
of section 108 (?) of the Transfer of 

Property Act and not by virtue of posses- 
sion. The latter part of the section shows 
that sub-leases and mortgages created by 
the lessee do not affect the rights of 
the lessor against the .lessee, still less do 
they affect the rights of lessee against 
his sub lessee or mortgagee. There appears 
to be no sufficient reason for supposing 
that it was the intention of the Legislature 
by this section to bring the sub-lessee 
and the mortgagee from the lessee into 
direct relations with the lessor. I read 
the judgment of Farran, C. J., in Timmappa 
Kuppaya v. Rama Venkanna Naik (5) as 
holding that it had no such effect as 
regards sub- lessees, and can see no reason 
for applying a different rule to mortgagees 
from the lessee. To hold otherwise would, 
it need hardly be pointed out, introduce 
all sorts of complications as to appor- 
tionment, notice to quit, etc. For these 
reasons I think the lower Courts were 
wrong and would modify the decree by 
dismissing the suit as against the appellant 
and defendants Nos. 8 and 9 with costs 
throughout. 

Spence u, J. — I concur. The only case in 
which a mortgagee of a lease- hold interest 
in India becomes after entering into posses- 
sion liable to pay the rent, appears to 
be where his possession is attributable to 
his having obtained a decree for foreclosure, 
the reason being that in such a case the 
lessee parts with the whole of his interest, 
and the entire interests both of the lessee 
ar.d r , t the mortgagee become by operation 
of law merged in the person of the 
latter, vide Macnaghten v. Bheekaree Singh 
(II) and Ananda Chandra Roy v. Sped Abdulla 
J [ossein (10). 

Hero the defendants Nos. 7 to 9, who 
are mere transferees of a kanom interest, 
are clearly possessed of something less 
than the anublmcan i interest under the 
lease in favour of I to d defendants’ 
predecessors. Consequently, the agreement 
in Exhibits 111, IV and VI 1 bet ween the 


lessees and the mortgagees and their as- 
signees inter se, that the mortgagees should 
pay the michavaram or rent, will not 
affect the right of the lessor to look to 
his lessees for the recovery of his rent, 
and to them alone. Even if the mortgage 
document were silent as to the rent, 
section (>5 (d), Transfer of Property Act, 
provides that the mortgagor shall pay the 
rent reserved by the lease so long as the 
mortgagee is out of possession of the 
mortgaged property, which may be read 
as implying that the mortgagee should 
pay it if he gets into possession. But 
this section deals only with the rights 
and liabilities of the mortgagor and the 
mortgagee as between themselves. The 
rights and liabilities as between the mort- 
gagor and his lessor are regulated by 
section 108 (,?). 

The Subordinate Judge who heard the 
first appeal observed that there was not 
only privity of estate but privity of con- 
tract also. He has given no reasous 
for his opinion, but simply states that 
plaintiff can enforce the provision in his 
favour in Exhibit VII though he was 
not a party to it. Privity of contract is 
personal privity and extends only to the 
person of the lessor and to the person of 
the lessee [vide Walker's case (12)]. 

It has not been suggested that there 
is any foundation in the records of this 
case for a personal privity existing between 
the lessor and the mortgagees. 

The appellant is entitled to suooeed in 
his appeal with costs throughout. 

Appeal allowed. 

(12) (15S7) 3 Co. Hep. 22d at p. 23*ij Moor. 351: 76 
K. It 676. 


(11) 2 C. L. H. 323. 
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PIBAN BIBI V. JITENORA MOHAN. 

CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 19 

of 1915. 

March 19, 1917. 

Present: — Mr, Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Sraither. 

PIRAN BIBI and others — Defendants 

Appellants 

versus 

JITENDRA MOHAN MOOKERJEE and 

another— Plaintiffs— Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908), 0 XXI r 2 
0. XXXIV— Mortgage -Payment of amount awarded 
by preliminary decree out of Court , whether can be 
recognized without Certification-Scheme for payment 
under decree for foreclosure, sale or redemption. 

On an application made for a decree absolute in a 
suit to enforce a mortgage security by way of sale 
the Court cannot take cognizance of the payment to 
the mortgagee out of Court of the amount awarded by 
the preliminary decree, which has not been certified 
to the Court under the provisions of Order XXT min 
2, Civil Procedure Code. [p. 846, col. 1.1 * 

The procedure under the provisions of Order 
XXXIV, Civil Procedure Code, is essentially different 
from the procedure iu a mortgage suit under the 
terms of the repealed sections of the Transfer of Pro- 
perty Act and the method of payment to the mort- 
gagee as authorised by the Transfer of Property Act 
has been abolished, [p. 845, col. 2; p. 846, col. 2 ] 

The scheme stated under the terms of Order 
XXXIV, Civil Procedure Code, for the payment of 

mortgage money under a decree for foreclosure sale 
or redemption noted, [p. 846, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, Murshidabad, dated the 18th May 
1914, reversing that of the Munsif, Barham- 
pore, dated the 22nd September 1913. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Babu Anilendra Nath Roy Chowdhury , for 
the Appellants. — There is no bar in the Civil 
Procedure Code of 1908 which prevented 
the Court, to which the application for 
decree absolute was made, from taking 
cognizance of the plea of payment raised 
by the defendant-appellant. Under Order 
XXI, rule 2 of Act V of 1908, it is only 
the executing Court which cannot recognize 
the fact of payment. But in this case the 
Court to which the application for decree 
absolute was made was not an executing 
Court. Having regard to the provisions 
of Order XXXIV, rule 5, Civil Procedure 
Code, the Court ought to have taken cog- 
nizance of the fact of payment. Moreover 
under section 151 of the Civil Procedure 
Code, at least for the ends of justice, the 


Court should have takpn 

He plea of payment made outZ Court 
It would be a great hardship to ( f' 

gagor judgment- debtors if they be no alln d' 
to raise any such plea. ‘ ai,owed 

Babus Jogesh Chandra Bov and if; . 
Mohan Ghose for Babu Kali Las Sircar tor'll* 
Respondents, not called upon in reply’, ® 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This m or, „ , , 

defendants against a judgment ofB th ® 

absolute made in a suit to enforce a 

gage security by way of sale. The def d' 
ants are now in the shoes of th» 1 ? fer;d ' 

who their p , e<Je ‘ 

plaintiffs are the sons of the „ ■ 

mortgagee The suit was brought bT.Te 
plaintiffs to enforce the* 4 ^ 

the 10th August 1908 a 8nd ’ on 

fnr kc ion * a Preliminary deerpp 

tor Rs 1J0 was made by the Fir J r ? 

P^nZ 1“ .ss » £% 

decree was set aside and the e/ 

brought on for re- hearing The W3S 

np by the defendants who are now tT 
mortgagors was that more than thrl tb 
ago they had paid the whole of the t, 
awarded by the preliminary de ° Unt 

Court to the plaintiffs Tb« l ^ ° T at of 

wr 1 o f Provisions of O 

XXI, rule 2, the Court could not 

brought.™ 1 ‘ b “' lt « — 

Under the terms of Order XXXIV Pnd 

l°v ?sTh ^° Cedure ' the s °beme stated generat 
ly is that, in a suit to enforce a mf * 

the money payable to the mnrf mor teage, 

for fo/ocllS 't Zh g *o? "S der * 

tion should, in the i * redemp- 

tTe° moHgag"' V 

the defendant pays the amount intTcourf 
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the Court shall pass a decree as mentioned 
in that rule; but when such payment is 
not made into Court on or before the day 
fixed, the Court shall, on an application 
made by the plaintiff, pass a decree that 
the mortgaged property or a sufficient part 
thereof be sold. Therefore, in passing the 
final decree, the Court has no discretion 
except to follow the statutory form of the 
decree when no payment has been made 
into Court as mentioned in Order XXXIV, 
rule 5, and the only other matter that 
there can be is that the Court may hold 
that the suit has been adjusted under Order 
XXI, rule 2, Code of Civil Procedure. It 
is said that any other Court not being an 
executing Court can recognize an uncertified 
payment made out of Court. I am not 
prepared to agree with that. It seems to 
me that the whole of the provisions of the 
law providing a certification either by the 
decree-holder or by the judgment-debtor 
within the period within which the certi- 
fication is to bo made would be rendered 
nugatory, if a defendant in a suit years 
after ,when the evidence would neither be 
fresh nor perhaps available, is allowed to 
come forward and say that he has satisfied 
th is preliminary decree out of Court three 
years ago by paying the money to the 
plaintiff. It seems to me that it will bo 
opposed both to the terms of the Civil 
Procedure Codo and also to the provisions 
of the Indian Limitation Act. The view 
that the learned Judge of the lower 
Appellate Court took was, 1 think, correct. 
I am not prepared to disagree with the 
reasons that have been given and are to 
be found in a judgment of my own in 
another case. That was a case under the 
Transfer of Property Act and the procedure 
under the provisions of Order XXXIV is 
essentially different from the procedure in 
a mortgage suit under the terms of the 
repealed sections of the Transfer of Property 
Act. I think the learned District Judge was 
clearly right in the conclusion ho arrived 
at, that the Court could not recognize this 
payment which is said to have been made 
out of Court. The appeal, therefore, in 
my opinion, fails and must bo dismissed with 
costs. 

Smith uk, J.— 1 agree. 

A ppeal dism issed. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Civil Miscellaneous Appeal No. 160 

of 1916. 

February 22, 1917. 

Present : — Air. Justice Oldfield and 
Mr. Justice Bake well. 

SUBBA PILLAI — Petitioner — Appellant 

versus 

RANGASAMI alias THIRUAIALASAAIY 

MUDALI and others— Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act I of 1908), s>\ 107 (2), 
140, O. XXII, rr. 10, 11, O. XLIII, »*. 1 0)— 

Devolution of interest pending suit —Application under 
O. XXII , r. io, after decree, maintainability of— Appeul, 
right of, by person acquiring interest who was no party 
to decree appealed against — Merits of appeal Court , 
duty of— Mortgage-Title of mortgagor decreed against 
in suit wherein mortgagee not impleaded Appeal, 
right of, by mortyagee who purchased in Coart auction. 

Order XXII, ruio 10, Civil Procedure Code, does 
not apply to cases wherein the now party alleging 
acquisition of an interest takes action after the 
decree and before the appeal against it is begun. 
The discretion of the Court to allow or refuse the 
substitution of a new party under the rule should bo 
exercised only in connection with pending pro- 
ceedings in which the material considerations of 
immediate convenience arc within its knowledge. 
The new party cannot apply, under the rule, b® 
impleaded only for the purpose of preferring an 
appeal against a concluded decree, [p. ^47, col. l.J 
The appeal can, however, be entertained under 
section 140, Civil Procedure Code, if the merits are in 
favour of the appellant, so that substantial justice 
may not be defeated, [p. 817, col. 2.] 

Whore the title of a mortgagor to the mortgaged 
property is negatived by a decree in a suit to which 
the mortgagee is not a party and the mortgagee, who 
purchases the property in execution of a decree for 
enforcement of the security, is resisted in taking 
possession and driven to instituting a fresh suit to 
establish his mortgage, ho can be permitted to 
appeal against the decree as representing the mort- 
gagor or his representatives against whom the 
decree was passed, [p. S47, col. 2.] 

The High Court can, to moot substantial justice, 
treat an appeal presented to it as a revision petition 
where technical objections as to adequacy of Court- 
fees etc., prevent its entertaining the appeal, [p. S47, 
col. 2.J 

Appeal against the order of the Diatriot 
Court, Triohinopoly, in O. P. No. 58 of 1916. 

Air. T. Ji. Venkatarama Sastri , for the 
Appellant 

Air. N. Rajagopalachariar , for the Respondents. 

JUDGA1KNT. — The question raised iu this 
appeal is of some ditfioulty. But the auswer 
is not of much importance beoause it is dear 
on which side justice lies, and our powers 
will enable us to secure it. 

Appellant purchased certain property at 
a sale held in execution of his own decree on 
a mortgage. But, when he attempted te 


Vo). XL] 


INDIAN OASES. 


847 


SUBBA PILLAI V. RANGASAMI. 

take possession, he was obstructed by the 
present respondents Nos. 3, 4 and 5 and was 
referred to a suit under Order XXI, rule 103, 
of the Code of Civil Procedure. That suit he 
has brought. But respondents Nos. 3, 4 
and 5 are also defendants in Original Suit 
No. 27 of 1914. It was brought only by the 
present 1st and 2nd respondents, alleged by 
plaintiff to be the successors-in-title of his 
mortgagor, and was dismissed whilst appel- 
lant’s possession proceedings were pending. 
Against this dismissal he presented an 
appeal and with it an application purporting 
to be under section 107 ' v 2) and Order XXII, 
rules 10, 11 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 
asking for the addition of his name as a 
plaintiff in Original Suit No. 27 of 1914 and 
for permission to appeal against the decree 
therein. The lower Court dismissed the 
appeal, because it also passed an order 
against appellant on the petition. He now 
appeals against that order. 

The appeal is opposed, first, on the ground 
that the lower Court’s order cannot be regard- 
ed as passed under Order XXII, rule 10, and, 
therefore, is not appealable under Order 
Xlilll, rule 1 (Z). This is supported by the 
.wording of the former rule “during the 
pendency of the suit” and “suit”, which 
must for the present purpose be read with 
reference to rule 11 as “during the pendency 
of the appeal” and “appeal,” the inference 
being that the procedure is inapplicable to 
cases of devolution, in which the now party 
takes action after the decree and before the 
appeal was begun. This view was expressed 
obiter in Collector of Muza (far nag ar v. 
Husaini Begam (1 ), and the differences be- 
tween the relevant provisions of this and the 
former Codes are not sufficient to deprive 
that and other cases to be referred to of 
authority. The fact that the wording of 
Order XXII, rule 10, excludes its application 
to cases such as the present, may be explain- 
ed on the ground that the investiture of the 
Court with discretion to allow or refuse the 
substitution of a new party is necessary only 
in connection with pending proceedings in 
which the material considerations of imme- 
diate convenience are within its knowledge. 
We hold that Order XXII, rule 10, and Order 
XLIII, rule 1 (L), are inapplicable. 

The question is next whether the appeal 
(1)18 A. 86; A. W. N. (1895) 232; 8 Ind Dec. 
(N. s.) 763. 


is altogether incompetent and, if it is so, 
whether we can interfere on appellant’s be- 
half, if the merits of his case would justify 
our doing so. As the order against him was 
not passed under Order XXII, rule 10, it 
was not one which he was bound to ask for 
under that provision; and, if he was entitled 
to proseoute the appeal at all, he could do 
so only by presenting it, stating the character 
in which he did so, and submitting his right 
to do so to adjudication at the hearing. 
This right to carry on the proceedings, if he 
could establish his. position, was entailed by 
section 146; and Order XXII, rule 10, of the 
Code of Civil Procedure being inapplicable, 
no method by which he could do so, other 
than that specified, has been suggested. 

1 he objection then relied on is, however, 
that appellant, not having appealed against 
the dismissal of his substantive appeal, can- 
not have it displaced in these proceedings. 
But to this there are two answers. His 

mistake as to his remedy was not pointed 
out by the lower Court or respondents before 
it; and the foregoing expression of our 
opinion would probably enable him to apply 
successfully fora review of the dismissal. Or 
more directly (and this is the course we 
take; we can adopt the principle of the de- 
cisions in Indo Mati v. Gaya Prasad (2) and 
Motiram. v. Kundan Lai (3) and treat the 
order rejecting the application as one finally 
determining appellant’s rights and as in- 
eluding the dismissal of the appeal, which it 
entailed. The absence of any formal prayer 
for the grant of relief against the dismissal 
and of a properly stamped appeal memoran- 
dum have been relied on; but the circum- 
stances would, in our opinion, justify the use 
of our powers of revision and it would be 
futile to insist on payment of additional duty, 
refund of which would be obligatory on our 
order of remand being passed. We, therefore, 
consider, next, whether such an order would 
be justified on the merits. 

It is not denied that appellant was the 
purchaser at Court sale of the property, 
which is .in dispute in Original Suit No. 27 
of 1914 on the file of the Subordinate Judge 
of Trichinopoly, against the decree in which 
he desires to appeal. His right to it is con- 

g g(2) 19 A. 142; A. W. N. (1897) 7; 9 Ind. Doc. (*. s.) 

( {S \ 2 ?ot 38 ° ; A ’ W * N * (1900) I25; 9 Ind • Dec. 

8,j I^oo. 
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tested in two distinct ways. Firstly, as 3rd, 
4th and 5th respondents’ counter-statement 
in the lower Court shows, they deny that the 
mortgage sued on by appellant, his decree or 
his purchase is valid against them. Secondly , 
they deny that his mortgagor or lRt and 2nd 
respondents’ legal representatives had any 
right in the mortgaged property. The latter 
contention was adjudicated on in Original 
Suit No. z7. The former is in issue for the 
first time in the suit lately filed by appellant, 
Original Suit No. 28 of 1916; and he must, 
no doubt, secure its rejection, if he is to be 
allowed to represent respondents Nos. 1 and 
2. As to his prospects of doing so, no as- 
sumption is at present permissible. It is 
clear only that his doing so would entail his 
right to appeal as respondents Nos. 1 and 2 
could have done, and that, apart from the 
possibility of the decision against them be- 
coming res judicata against him, the question 
whether he can establish his right must be 
considered. 

Taking this view, we set aside the lower 
Court’s orders dismissing appellant’s petition 
and appeal and remand them for re-admis- 
sion and disposal in the light of the foregoing. 
The lower Court will pass a formal order of 
dismissal on the petition, since its presenta- 
tion was unnecessary. It will admit the 
appeal and, if respondents Nos. 2, 3 and 4 
desire it to do so, will consider whether 
appellant has a right to present it, either 
itself enquiring into bis right or, as may be 
more convenient, postponing its decision re- 
garding it, until the result of Original Suit 
No. 28 of 1916 is known. Costs to date will 

be costs in the case. 

Appeal allowed ; Case sent back. 


COURT OF THE HOA1U) OF REVENUE, 

UNITED PROVINCES. 

Revenue Petition No. 123 ok 1915-16 of 

Raf. Uakeli District. 

August 7, 1916. 

Present: — Mr. Holms, S. M. 
MUHAMMAD YAKUB KHAN — Defendant 

A ITEM, ANT 

versus 

DU RCA PRASAD— Plaintiff — 

Respondent. 

Oudh Rent Act (XXI l of ISSlU, ns. iL’ti, 10S (81 — 
Joint enlate— Each co-sharer realising rent from each 
tenant according to his share — Ejectment — Notice. 


The mere fact that each of the co-sharers in an 
estate, which is joint within the meaning of section 
r*2U (1) of the Oudh Rent Act, collects from each 
tenant his quota of rent according to his share does 
not authorise any of the co-sbarers alone to eject a 
tenant by notice, unless a custom is established to 
that effect. 

Appeal from the decree of the Commis- 
sioner, Lucknow, dated the 8th January 
1916, upholding tbeorderof the Assistant Col- 
lector, Rae Bareli, dated the 3lst May 1915. 

The Hon’ble Mirza Sami Ullah Beg , for the 
Appellant. 

Babu Gaya Prasad , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — Tis is not a very easy 
case. The estate is a joint one under sec- 
tion 12 J (1) of the Oudh Rent Act, and 
section 126 (2) is not applicable. The de- 
fendant, Muhammad Yakub, has a two-annas 
share, his brother has another two-annas 
share, one Musammat Azizunnissa has four 
annas, and the Court of Wards has eight 
annas. It is admitted that each of the 
co-sharers collects from each tenant his quota 
of the rent according to his share. No 
local custom is established, although we find 
that in one particular case the Court of 
Wards sued for the resumption of half of 
a rent-free holding and Muhammad Yakub 
and the remaining co-sharers sued for re- 
sumption of the other half. The Court 
deciding that suit very wisely treated the 
two suits together and assessed rent on the 
rent-free holding, declaring that each of the 
plaintiffs was entitled to half the rent. This 
does not help very much, save that it shows 
that Muhammad Aakub in that particular 
case did not set up a claim to act on behalf 
of the sixteen-annas co-sharers as he does 
in the present case. The unreported decision 
of the Board on Petition No. 5 of 1905-06, 
Gajraj Singh v. Maharaj Udai Pariah Natain 
Singh relates to rather a different set 
of circumstances. In that case also the co- 
shares collected their quota of rent from 
each tenant, but the Maharaja as lambardar 
granted leases to and ejected tenants. The 
other unreported case, Petition No. 112 of 
1914-15, referred to by the respondent does 
not help, because there was a village custom 
proved in that case. On the whole I am 
not satisfied that the lower Courts took a 
wrong view of the law and I dismiss the 
appeal with costs. 

Appeal dismissed* 
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P ATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Original Order No 242 of 

1916. 

May 22, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Chapman and 
Mr. Justice Atkinson. 

Babu NAND KISH WAR SAHAI 

Appellant 


versus 


KEDAR NATH — Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code ( Act V of 1903), 0. XX/, >•. 90 

In eg ulanty m sale proclamation—Tivo valuation 
— H uostant i a l i nj ary — Proof. 

It is essential fora judgment-debtor in order tc 
succeed on an a pp l ica ti° n under Order XXr, rule 90 
of the Civil Procedure Code to show that tin 
inadequacy of the prices stated in the sale proclama 

alleged^** [p?^ col. ° f th ° irre « nl “ rit > 

v»h.nf ?a ' e P roc J amafcion stating two separate 

valuations the decree-holder’s valuation and the 

judgment-debtor s valuation, is not irregular, [p, 850 

Appeal from a decision of the Subordinate 
Judge, Gaya. 


Mr. Seveswardyal , for the Appellant. 

Rai Ourusaran Per shad, for the Re- 
spondent. 


JUDGMENT. 

Atkinson, J. — The plaintiff in this suit 
was a creditor of the defendant. He 
obtained a decree for R 3 . 5,000 against 

the defendant on the 2nd July 1915. 
On the 27th September 1915 the plaintiff 
applied for leave to issue execution on 
foot of the decree which he had already 
obtained. The defendant was possessed of 
two denominations of property lot No. 1. 
being a 5- annas 4-pies share of Mouzi 
Kurmawan and lot No. 2 being 

a 2-annas 8-pies share of Mouza 
Hasanpur. The decree-holder valued lot 
No. 1 at Rs. 2,000 and lot No. 2 at Rs. 500. 
Matters proceeded, and sometime prior to 
January 1916, the sale proclamation had 
issued. On the 21st January 1916 the 
judgment-debtor hied a petition alleging 
that the valuation stated in the sale pro- 
clamation was erroneous; that it was far 
too low, and the property was of greater 
value. The judgment-debtor suggested 
that the value of lot No. 1 was 
Rs. 40,000 and the value of lot No. 2 was 
Rs. 3,000. In that petition no suggestion 
was made by the defendant directly or in- 
directly that the sale proclamation which 


had been issued had not been properly 
served; and, as far as I can trace, no 
attempt was made at any time to suggest 
any defect in the service of the sale 
proclamation, prior to the application 
that was made under Order XXI 
rule 90, to set aside the sale that took 
place on the 18th July 1916. The learn- 
ed Subordinate Judge disposed of the 
defendant’s application with regard to 
the question of valuation, and directed 
that the value of the property specified 
by the decree-holder and by the judgment- 
debtor should be set forth in the pro- 
clamation, and this was done and by 
consent of the parties no fresh sale pro- 
clamation was issued. On the 15th May 
1H6 the judgment-debtor prayed for two 
weeks’ time, waiving, as he stated in his 
petition, ar.y objection as to irregularity 
and inadequacy of price,” and asking that 
the sale might not take place until the 
31st May 1916. Accordingly that appli- 
cation was granted, and the date of sale 
was fixed for the 31st May 1916. On 
this date the defendant in his petition 
again recognised the validity of the sale 
proclamation; and raised no objection as 
to service and waived all objection as to 
any irregularity that might exist as to 
the manner in which the valuation was 
stated in the proclamation. The defendant 
further applied on the 1st June under 
Order XXT, rule 83, for further time 
to enable him to pay off the decretal sum 
that was due to the plaintiff. This ap- 
plication was also granted; and time was 
given up to the 26th June 1916. On 
the 26th June 1916 a further application 
for time was made by the judgment- 
debtor asking that the sale might again 
be postponed and the defendant might 
be granted time to enable him to pay 
off the decretal sum. This application 
the learned Judge also granted, and the 
sale was finally postponed to the 18th 
July 1916. On that date the judgment- 
debtor-defendant was unable to find or 
raise the money to pay off the plaintiff’s 
decree, and accordingly the sale took place, 
and the plaiutiff-decree-holder became the 
purchaser at the sum of Rs. 5,000 for 

lot Nj. 1 and Rs. 980 for lot No. 2. 
Each application for adjournment 
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granted and in consideration of the ad- 
journment being granted, the defendant 
averred that he would raise no objec- 
tion as to any irregularity in connection 
with the issue of a fresh sale proclamation 
after the valuation had been revised, in 
the manner which I have stated, in 
March 1916. It would be quite impossible 
to hold that the defendant had not com- 
pletely waived and abandoned his right to 
have a fresh sale proclamation issued. His 
conduct was only inconsistent with his 
waiving the necessity of a fresh sale 
proclamation after the 11th of March 
1916. Therefore, so far as that matter 
is relied upon as an irregularity for im- 
peaching the sale that was effected it is 
utterly without substanoe or foundation. 
The only other irregularity which is 
suggested is, that the notice of the pro- 
clamation was npt duly served. This 
point, as I have already stated, was not 
taken at any time prior to the application 
which was made before the learned 
Judge to set aside the sale on the 
16th August 1916; and it appears to 
us from the evidence and the admission 
contained in the judgment-debtor’s first 
petition that the proclamation was duly 
served in the ordinary way prescribed by 
the rules; and in respect of that conten- 
tion the defendant has no ground for 
objection. The present application was 
made on the 16th August 1916 to set 
aside the sale on the ground of material 
irregularity which caused the defendant- 
judgment-debtor substantial injury; and 
the two grounds alleged to support his appli- 
cation are, firstly , the material irregularity 
in setting forth the valuation of the pro- 
perty, and secondly , the non-service of the 
notice of the proclamation. The learned 
Judge considered the matter very careful- 
ly and he came to the conclusion that 
the defendant had no ground for com- 
plaint whatsoever; that he was shown 
every consideration; that he had waived 
expressly the necessity of any fresh sale 
proclamation being issued in March, and 
that in point of fact notice had been 
duly served. In tho view that the learn- 
ed Subordinate Judge took and the deci- 
sion at which he arrived, I think he was 
perfectly oorreot. We are satisfied that 
the sale proclamation was duly served and 


that no irregularity can be relied upon 
in respect of the non-issue of a fresh 
sale proclamation. It is stated that it 
was wrong in effect to have stated two 
separate valuations in the proclamation, 
the decree- holder’s valuation and the 

judgment debtor’s valuation. I do not 
think that it was wrong. Mr. Krishna Sahai 
relies upon it as an irregularity, having 
regard to the recent decision of this Court 
in the Full Bench case reported as Raghu- 
nath Singh v. Hazan Sahu (1\ but at the 
time that the learned Judge did enter the 
two valuations in the proclamation it appears 
that it was thought to be the practioe 
recognised for some time in this province and 
occasionally acted upon by some and not 
by others. Therefore, I do not think that 
there was any irregularity at all; but in 
this respect apart from that, assuming 
that there was an irregularity, in my 
opinion the judgment-debtor has complete- 
ly waived this point as a valid ground 
of objection. It is essential for the 
judgment-debtor, in order to succeed in an 
application under Order XXI, to show 
that the inadequacy of the prices stated 
in the sale proclamation was caused in 
consequence of the irregularity. There is 
not a scintilla of evidence on the record 
to suggest that the failure to issue a 
fresh sale proclamation in aDy way caused 
an inadequacy of bidding at the sale, or 
that the judgment-debtor was prejudiced 
in any way whatsoever by any material 
irregularity in the publishing and conduct of 
the sale. In my opinion there was no ir- 
regularity and this application must, therefore, 
be dismissed with costs, measured at three 
gold mohurs. 

Chapman, J. — 1 agree. 

Appeal dismissed . 

(1) 37 Ind. Cas. 872; 2 P. L. J. ISO; 1 P. L. W.lU 
(1917) Pat. 105. 
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MADRAS HIGH COURT. 
Original Suit Appeal No. 22 

of 1916. 

March 29, 1917. 

Present: Sir John Wallis, Kt., Chief Justice, 

and Mr. Justice Oldfield. 

BANGHY ABDUL RAZACK SAHIB, 
General Merchant carrying on 
business under the name of 
Messrs. KHAN SAHIB BANGHY 
ABDUL KHADER SAHIB Co.— 
Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

KHANDI RAO and another, Merchants 
carrying on business under the 
name and style of 

essrs. W. K. A. RAM & Co. — D efendants 

— Respondents. 

Co^racf, construction of-Contract for supply of 

be fore 9 ^ t ° f , enemy ^ rm —Declaration of ho Utilities 

0/ Vess . e }, Commercial Intercourse with 
!S ° r dm ™ c \ ( VI of 1914) — Capture of vessel 

effect of^n T h . yPrhe Court -Subsequent release, 
effect of Breach of Contract-Damages, liability for 
-Contract Act (IX of 1872), s. 56 and Ulus. (d). 

of a German firm - contracted 
on 25th August i914 to deliver to plaintiff at Madura 

■to he de C r SkS ? f dye iu 3 instalme “ts of 2 casks each 
to be delivered on arrival of the steamers, one lot of 

two casks to bo delivered each time at Es. 501-1-0 
for each cask. 1 he defendants were not to be res- 
ponsible if the steamers did not come to Madras or 
Tuticonn, the port for Madura, where the goods were 
to be consigned. One of the steamers, Barenfels, left 
Hamburg and Antwerp before the outbreak of war but 
before it could arrive, war had broken out and the 
Commercial Intercourse with Enemies Ordinance was 
m foice. The Barenfels and her cargo were captured 
in October 1914 and condemned by the Prize Court, 
bhe was, however, subsequently released and allowed 
to proceed on her voyage to Colombo. The defend- 
ants were precluded from taking delivery of the 
goods, unless they deposited a sum amounting to 

mVOI f value of the Soods. In an action 
defendants? 3 brea ° h ° f C ° ntracfc a " ainst the 

mi^h as; that the defendant3 were cot liable inas- 

r-Ronvson, (1858) 27 L. J. C. P. 189; 4 C. B. 

n' 1 5Q 8 °i 4 ( “- S -' ) 363 ‘ 6 W. E. 339; 31 L. T. 

(o. s.) 59; 114 R. R. 632; 140 E. R. 1013, distinguished. 

(2 ) the capture of the ship was one of the 
possibilities contemplated under the clause in the 
contract relating to the non-arrival of steamers which 
relieved the defendants from the obligation to supply 
the goods on the said contingency [p. 852, cols. 1 & 2 ] 

(3) the condemnation of the goods related back 
and divested the owners of the goods as from the 
date of seizure and the effect of the proclamation was 


to render the further performance of the contract 
illegal; [p. 852, col. 1.] 

(4) the subsequent release of the vessel and her 
cargo dnl not impose on the defendants any 
obligation to purchase the goods at a greatly 
enhanced price from the Prize authorities and make 
them over to the plaintiff, [p. 852, col. 2.] 

Appeal from the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Bakewell in the exercise of the Original 
Civil Jurisdiction of the High Court, in Civil 
Suit No. 229 of 1915. 

Messrs. Grant and Greatorex % for the AppeL 
lant. 

Messrs. Short , Bewes Sf Go ., for the 
Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — This is a suit for breach 
of contract entered into between the plaintiffs 
who are merchants at Ambur and the defend- 
ants who were importers of German dyes to 
Madras and Tuticorin, entered into on the 

25th August 1914 after the outbreak of the 

war, by which the defendants undertook to 
deliver certain casks of dye from the lot to 
arrive per SS. Steinturn and certain other 
casks from what is described as the “Bombay 
lot” meaning the lot imported by the defend- 
ants at Bombay. The contract went on to 
stipulate for three deliveries of two casks, 
each of the weight and description mentioned, 
to be delivered on arrival of other steamers, 
one lot of two casks to be delivered each time 
at the above-mentioned rate, i.e., Rs. 501-4-0 
for each cask. We are not responsible for the 

supply of goods if steamers do not come to 
Madras or Madura ” 

The evidence shows that the defendants 
had arranged for consignments by successive 
steamers, and having regard to this we have 
no doubt that what the defendants understood 
to deliver was two casks of the required 
description arriving in the ordinary course 
in successive steamers consigned to the 
defendants at Madras or Tuticorin, the port 
for Madura. In the case of Tuticorin, the 
ship either touched at Tuticorin or landed 
the goods at Colombo for transhipment. One 
of the steamers, Barenfels , had left Hamburg 
and Antwerp before the outbreak of war and 
according to the evidence, should have 
arrived in Madras about the 17th August in 
the ordinary course. On the date of the 
contract she was overdue, and the defendant 
says he did not know what had happened to 
her. She did arrive ultimately in May 1916 
and the first contention of the learned 
Advocate-General was, that under the 
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contract on the arrival of the Barenjels the 
defendants became bound to make delivery 
even if the goods were not on board, citing 
Bale v. Rawson »'1,\ In that case which 
was an action for failure to deliver tallow on 
the arrival of a certain steamship, it was held 
that they were not relieved for their obliga- 
tion because it turned out the ship had no 
tallow on board. Here, we think, it is clear 
from the language of Exhibit A and having 
regard to the course of business and the 
stipulation as to the non arrival of the 
steamers, that the defendants were only 
bound to make deliveries out of the lots 
consigned to the defendants in the ordinary 
course of business by the steamers referred to 
and arriving therein, and that they were not 
bound to make any such delivery on the arrival 
of the steamer without having on board 
any such goods consigned to the defendants. 
This being the interpretation of the contract, 
as the goods had not arrived before the 
coming into force of the proclamation of the 
9th September 1914 against trading with 
the enemy, the effect of that proclamation 
was to render the further performance of 
the contract illegal, as it would admittedly 
have been impossible for the defendants to 
take up the goods and pay for them, and to 
put an end to the contract, Karberg (Arnhold) 
•.V Co. v. Blythe , Green, Jaurdain Co. (2). 

The case may also be disposed of on another 
ground. The Baretijels and her cargo were 
captured in October 1914 as prize of war 
and taken into Alexandria for condemnation, 
and they were subsequently condemned 
as prize of war in September 1915, a 
condemnation which related back and divested 
the owners of the goods as from the date of 
seizure. The. Odessa (d), The Zamora (4). 
Under the contract, as already stated, the 
defendants were not to be responsible for the 
supply of goods if steamers did not come to 
Madras or Madura, and these steamers 
clearly were the "other steamers”, already 

mentioned, by which the three consignments 
were coming out. In these circumstances, 
the capture of the Baraifek , which must have 


(1) (IN;. 8) 27 L. J. c. I\ IMI. 4 C. B ( \ s ) s ,. 
Jur. (n. h.) :((•>?;<; W. I!. ;(;)(). 31 L T (l , ' s 7 L ’ 
11. H. 1 32; 110 K. U. 1013. 

(2) (UMG) 1 K. 11. . c 5 I„ J k. 1! 0 65 

Cl (IfHil A. C. 153; So L. J.p r an 

14) ClO.ts; 2 A. C. 77. 


; 4 
U 



been one of the possibilities contemplated, 
in our opinion relieved the defendants of 
liability under this clause and put an end to 
the contract so far as this particular con- 
signment was concerned : And it seems to 
us immaterial that some six months later the 
ship and cargo were sent out to Colombo, 
Madras and Calcutta by bailees from the 
Prize Court who landed the goods in question, 
which were consigned to Tutioonn at 
Colombo, and did not forward them by 
transhipment to the defendants, the con- 
signees at Tuticorin. There was no 

certificate of release from the Prize 
Court in respect of these goods which 
at the time were being proceeded against 
for condemnation, and the only terms on 
which the defendants were able to obtain 
delivery of them was by depositing a sum 
amounting to twice their invoice value and 
by agreeing that, if the goods were con- 
demned, as happened, this sum should be 
treated as the sale price paid to the Prize 
authorities a9 vendors. It cannot be said 
that the defendants were under any obliga- 
tion to purchase these goods at a greatly 
enhanced price from the Prize authorities 
and make them over to the plaintiff, and 
we think the plaintiff’s claim in respeot of 
these casks fails. 

The case as regards the plaintiff’s other 
ground of claim on account of the consign- 
ment on the iJS. Frimley is even clearer. 
The evidence, for there is nothing explicit 
in the plaint, is that Regs of 16 per 
cent, strength arrived by that ship. The 
contract being for delivery of kegs of 40 
percent, strength, it was for the plaintiff 
to show that the defendants were in a position 
to deliver dye such as that described in the 
contract. We think it is clear that the plaint- 
iffs have not done so and that the descrip- 
tion of the dye on the Frimley differs 
in toto from the description stipulated for. 
We may add that on the evidence the plaint- 
iffs failed entirely to establish that the dye 
on the Frimley could be accepted as equivalent 
to that referred to in the contract, the only 
witness who had any practical knowledge 
of dyeing deposing that dye of 16 per cent, 
strength could not produce the same quality 
of colour as that of 4'J per cent, strength after 
admixture. 
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In the result, the appeal fails and is dis- 
missed with costs. (Two Counsel). 

Appeal dismissed. 

V.R.P. 


PATNA. HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1264 op 1916. 

June 12, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Atkinson and 
Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 

RAM LOCHAN SINGH and others — 

Plaintiffs — Appellants 

vs rsus 

JATADHARI STNGH and others— 
Defendants— Respondents. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908), O. XXIII , r. 
1, s. 11 — Appeal — Withdrawal of suit —Res judicata. 

Once a case is taken on appeal it cannot be said 
to have been finally determined until the Appellate 
Court has adjudicated upon the question in issue 
between the parties, and by reason of the Court 
allowing the suit to be withdrawn by the plaintiff it 
cannot be said that its order possesses that necessary 
degree of finality so as to operate as res judicata 
relative to the rights of the parties to the antecedent 
litigation, [p. 853, col. 1.] «♦ 

Appeal from a decision of the District 
Judge, Gya. 

Mr. Kailashpati , for the Appellants. 

Mr. Shambhu Siran for Mr. Anugrah N, 
Sinha , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The plaintiffs in the year 
1316 P. S. purchased the interest of one Raj- 
nath Singh in 5-annas 9- pies share in 
Mouza Rajpore. Prior to this purchase 
by the plaintiffs, the defendants, with some 
of their relations, obtained a thicca of one 
anna 3 dams share comprised within the 
5 annas 9 pies share purchased by the 
plaintiffs. The one anna 3 dams share 
which was leased to the defendants re- 
presented lands which were in the possession 
of the defendants and other members of 
their family together with 19 bighas which the 
defendants in this suit had purchased 
from one Chhatu Singh. The total area of 
the land which was in the possession of 
the defendants and their relations and 
which was termed their ancestral kasht 
property was 57 bighas . This area of 
land together with the 19 bighas which 
was the property of Chhatu Singh was 
leased to the defendants at an annual cash rent 

pf Rs. 178 for the years 1304 to 1310 inclu- 


sive. It does not appear clearly if after the 
expiration of the lease in 1310 the defend- 
ants continued to pay to Rajnath Singh 
a cash rent or a bhauli rent. The plaintiffs, 
however, allege in paragraph 6 of their 
plaint that a bhauli rent was paid by the 
defendants to Rajnath Singh after the 
lease had expired, but this is denied by 
the defendants. Of the total area of 57 
bighas of kasht land the defendants ac- 
quired 24 bighas and the residue 33 bighas 
remained with the defendants’ other relations. 
Subsequently the defendants purchased 
Chhatu Singh’s interest of 19 bighas ; and 
thereby the defendants in this suit became 
entitled to, and were in possession of, 44 
bighas in round figures of the original 
lands comprised in the thicca of 1304, 
Thus the reserve rent of Rs. 178 ought 
to be apportioned between the defendants 
in this suit and the relations of the defend- 
ants who are still in possession of the 
33 bighas odd of the original kasht lands. 

The plaintiffs bring this suit to recover 
bhauli rent for the years 1317 to 1320. 
The plaintiffs brought a suit originally in 
the year 1909 claiming a bhauli rent 
against these defendants and the numb°r 
of that suit was 253 of 1909. That suit 
was dismissed by the Munsif who tried it. 
On appeal it was also dismissed by the 
learned District Judge The case then 
went in second appeal before the High 
Court at Calcutta, and the High Court 
was pleased to allow the plaintiffs to 
withdraw the suit and gave them liberty 
to institute a fresh suit provided that 

they paid the costs of the defendants in 
that suit within two months of the date 
of the record reaching the lower Court. 
The plaintiffs paid the costs of the High 
Court and also the costs of the District 
Judge’s Court but omitted to pay the costs 
incurred in the Munsif’s Court. The 
Munsif, however, allowed a fortnight’s time 
to the plaintiffs to make a further deposit 
of the costs which were due for the 
Monsif’s Court. The plaintiffs made a 
deposit within the time allowed by the 
Munsif and the money deposited was with- 
drawn by the defendants in satisfaction o f 
the costs due from the plaintiff*. 

The learned Subordinate Jud gp, who tried 
the present suit, held that the proceedings 

• . . w 
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of 1909 did not operate as res judicata in 

respect of the plaintiffs’ claim in this suit. 

The learned Judge on appeal, however, has 

taken a contrary view and has held that 

the order made by the Calcutta High 

Court did operate as a bar to the plaintiffs’ 

right to sue in this action and that it 

operates. But we think that the learned 

District Judge was wrong. Once a case is 

taken on appeal it cannot be said to have 

been finally determined until the Appellate 

Court has adjudicated upon the question 

in issue between the parties; and by 

reason of the High Court allowing this 

suit to be withdrawn by the plaintiffs, it 

cannot be said that its order possesses 

that necessary degree of finality so as to 

operate as res judicata relative to the 

rights of the parties to the antecedent 

litigation. In a case reported as Ghurphekni 

v. Purmeshar Dayal Dubey (1), the law upon 

this question is dearly summarised in the 

following words: “When the decision of 

the lower Court is taken on appeal 

to a superior Tribunal and that Tribunal for 

any reason does not think fit to decide 

the matter, it is left an open question.” 

Here their Lordships of the Calcutta High 

Court allowed the plaintiffs to withdraw 

the suit and by reason of this permission 

to withdraw, the very foundation or basis 

of the order of dismissal passed by the 

lower Court was cut away. Therefore, in 

no sense can the order made by the 

Caloutta High Court be deemed to operate 

as res judicata in any subsequent proceeding. 

We think that the learned Subordinate 

Judge was right in the determination of 

the question of law arrived at by him 

and that the learned District Judge was 
wrong. 


The only question which remains 
determination is whether the plaintiff 
entitled to a bhauH rent or to a ca' 
rent. The learned District Judge held th 
they were not entitled to bhauli lent havi 
regard to the determination of the point 
law which arose The learned Subordina 
Judge held that they were entitled to ca 
rent because under the lease of 1M04 t 
original hliavh rent was converted fro 

bhauh into nakdi. d he learned Subordina 

Judge, however, dismissed the plaintiffs’ dai 


(1) 5 0. L. J. 658, 


on the ground that they had wrongly claimed 
bhauli rent when they should have claimed 
cash rent. In the Record of Rights the 
defendants are recorded as being tenants 
of the 44 bighas in their possession at a 
rent of Rs. 104 per annum. This rent 
bears the same proportion to the total rental 
specified in the thika of 1304, viz., 
Rs. 178, as the area in respect of which it 
is payable bears to the total area covered 
by the lease of 1304. There is nothing 
on the record to show that the presump- 
tion of accuracy attaching to the entry 
in the Record of Rights has been rebutted. 
Accordingly we think that the plaintiffs are 
entitled to reoeive a cash rent from the 
defendants at the rate of Rs. 104 per 
annum in respect of the total area of 
land in their occupation, namely, 44 bighas. 
Accordingly, by consent of the parties, 
we modify the decree of the 
learned District Judge and declare that 
the plaintiffs are entitled to have a 
decree from the defendants for the 
years in suit for cash rent at Rs. 104 
per annum. Owing to the inefficient manner 
in which this appeal has been argued we 
will give no costs in this appeal which 
is, therefore, decreed in a modified form 
without costs. 

Appeal partly allowed. 


LOWER BURMA CHIEF COURT. 
Special Second Civil Appeal No. 28 or 1916. 

June 11, 1917. 

Presetit: — Mr. Justice Maung Kin. 

MAUNG BA MAUNG — Defendant — 

Appellant 


* * - V w 

MAUNG PYU and others — Plaintiffs 

Respondents. 

Buddhist Law , Burmese— Q if t— Transfer of Property 
Act {IV of 1882), ss. 122, 123— Death-bed gift 
—Legist ration -Possession, Jeliivry of , whether 
necessary. 


Under section 123 of the Transfer of Property Act 
delivery of possession is not essential to the validity 
of a gift, and a gift by registered deed would be 
valid without more. But where u gift involves 
questions of marriage, succession, inheritance or 
religions usage, the Buddhist Law will apply, [\\ 855. 
eol. 2;p. 856, eol. 1.] “ * U 

Under the Buddhist Law a gift made during the 

donors last illness with the effect of excluding his 

mils would be invalid without delivery of possession. 
[ ] . eol. l.J r 
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Mr. Ko Ko Gyiy for the Appellant. 

Mr. U. N. Rarjorjee , for the Respondents. 
JUDGEMENT. — The subject-matter of the 
suit is a piece of paddy land which was 
the property of the deoeased Maung Aung 
Ba. The plaintiffs claimed it by way of 
inheritance on the ground that the deceased 
was their brother. The defendant, who 
took possession cf the land on Maung 
Aung Ba’s death, claimed it as an adopted 
son of the deoeased and also by way of gift 
from him. He denied that the deoeased 
was the brother of the plaintiffs and said 
if they were, they had failed to maintain 
fraternal relations with the deceased. 

The concurrent findings of the lower 
Courts are: — 

(1) that the deceased was the brother of 
the plaintiffs and that they had not failed in 
their duties towards him; 

(2) that the defendant was not proved to 
be an adopted son as alleged. 

As to the validity of the gift the lower 
Courts differed. The Trial Court held that 
the gift was valid. The Divisional Court held 
that the document evidencing the gift was exe- 
cuted by the deceased and was duly registered, 
but that it was not valid on the grounds 
that there was no delivery of possession, 
that the donee was a minor who was not 
in a position to accept the gift, and that 
no duly appointed guardian had accepted 
the gift on his behalf. 

Before me the learned Counsel for the 
defendant contended that the lower Courts 
erred in holding that there was not evidence 
of that publicity and notoriety of the fldop- 
tion which was essential to establish it. 
The ground of the contention was that in 
the registered deed of gift the defendant 
is described as the deceased’s adopted son, 
“adopted as his heir.” A number of Indian 
rulings were cited to show that registration 
is notioe to the world of what is done or 
intended to be done by means of the docu- 
ment registered. I do not think that 
those cases can be applied to this case. The 
deed of gift was executed when the deceased 
was ill; and he died from that illness a few 
days after. There is nothing to show that 
the words relied on were inserted under his 
instructions, As a fact someone went to 
the township headcuarters and got the 
deed written by a petition-writer; and it 


was executed at the deceased’s house at a 
village some four miles away from the head- 
quarters. It was, of course, read over to the 
deceased before he signed it. Even so, I 
am not disposed to find that he acknowledged 
the truth of every assertion in the deed. 
Moreover, there is nothing extraordinary 
in the presence of this particular assertion 
as a part of the deed, because it is clear 
that the deceased desired to give the land 
to the defendant and even if the assertion 
had been inserted without his instructions, 
the deceased would not have demurred to 
it. I am, therefore, unable to hold that 
the fact that the defendant was described 
in the deed as an adopted son is evidence of 
the necessary publicity or notoriety of the 
alleged relationship. The second of the 
concurrent findings above mentioned is, there- 
fore, correct. There is no reason to think 
the first of them is wrong either. In fact 
its correctness was not seriously impugned 
by defendant’s Counsel and I hold that it is 

correct. 

As regards the question whether an 
ac.eptance of the gift was necessary, I hold 
that it was not. • Section 122 of the Transfer 
of Property Act does indicate that without 
an acceptance there cannot be a valid gift 
as defined by it, but that section has not 
been extended to the districts but only 
section 123. That being the case, it cannot 
be. held that the special definition of a gift 
under section 122 applies. In English Law 
acceptance is not neoessary but it seems 
that by section 122 the Legislature makes 
a special rule requiring acceptance of a gift 
as an essential to its validity. Such a 
special rule cannot, however, be applied 
unless its applicability has been extended. 

As regards the question whether delivery 
of possession was necessary, the answer 
will depend upon circumstances. If it was 
an ordinary gift the delivery of possession 
would not be necessary. The registered 
deed without more would have made it 
valid, for under section 123 of the Transfer 
of Property Act delivery of possession 
is not an essential to the validity of a 
gift. Under Hindu Law delivery of pos- 
session was necessary for the validity of 
the gift and it has been held with re- 
gard to Hindu gifts that section 123 
of the Act has abrogated the rule. More- 



256 INDIAN OASES. 

OFFICIAL TRUSTEE OF BENGAL V . NIM CHAND MARWARI. 



over, Buddhist Law cannot be applied to the 
case of a gift, unless questions of marriage, 
inheritance, succession or religions usage are 
involved in it. But it has been urged that 
the gift was made during the deceased’s 
last illness and was of the whole of his 
property and that the intention was to prevent 
the natural heirs from inheriting the pro- 
perty or any portion of it. In the case of 
Mating Pan U v. Ma Kyi Nyo (l ) Mr. Justice 
Twomey referred with approval to an 
extract given at page 4 of the Upper Burma 

Rulings 1907-08, under the head Buddhist 
Law, Gift, and said that the applicability 
of the Buddhist Law to gifts depends on 
the circumstances of each case. u Jn one 
case it may be a matter of religious usage 
as where a gift is made on the occasion 
of a shinbyn ceremony. In another it 
may be either a matter of religious 
usage or inheritance or succession, as 
when a father gave land to his daughter 
and her husband on the occasion of her 
ear-boring and betrothal. In a third it 
may be a matter of inheritance as in 
the case of a death-bed gift. In all such 
oases the Buddhist Law applies and not 
the general law contained in the Transfer 
of Property Act and other Acts”. It may 
be doubted whether the Buddhist Law would 
apply to the second of the above three cases. 
But in regard to the first of them and to 
the shinbyu gift in particular, Mr, Justice 
T womey held in Ma Pan Kyun v. Ma Hla 
Sein (2) that questions regarding their 
validity must be decided according to the 
Buddhist Law, as they are questions regard- 
ing the religious usage. As regards 

the third of the three cases, 1 have 
not found any dissentient view. In Pan 
IPs case (1) above cited, the alleged gifts 
were made by a father far advanced in 
years (75) two years before his death 
The gifts involved the whole of his estate 
and their effeot was to give three of his 
seven children a much larger share than 
they could obtain after his death under the 
ordinary Buddhist rules of inheritance. And 
the learned Judge held that the donor’s 
purpose was plainly to evade those rules 
and that in such a case the Buddhist Law 

(1) 8 Ind. Cns, 1200; 3 Bur. L. T. 107. 

(2) 30 Ind. Cue. (i«6 : 8 L. It. 1(, 190; 8 Bur. L. T 


is applicable, The oase before me is muoh 
stronger inasmuch as the gift was made 
during the donor’s last illness and the effeot 
was to exclude the heirs. I would, therefore, 
hold that Buddhist Law applies and there 
being no delivery of possession, the gift was 

• 1*1 ' O »» 110 

invalid. 

The appeal is dismissed with oosts. 

Appeal dismissed. 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Appeals from Orioinal Decrees Nos. 427 and 

468 of 1915. 

May 23, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justioe Sharfuddin and 

Mr. Justioe Roe. 

In No. 427 of 1915 

The OFFICIAL TRUSTEE of BENGAL— 

Plaintiff — Appellant 


NIM C1JAND MARWARI and othess 

Defendants— Respondents. 

In No. 468 of 1915 

NIM CHAND BAID MARWARI and others 

—Defendants— Appellants 

versus 

C. E. GREY, Esq. — R espondent. 

Muhammadan Law-Tru* or gift, deed of , opera- 
tion of— Possession, delivery of , necessity of. 

In order to make a deed of trust or rift operative 
under tho Muhammadan Law, it is necess^TthTt 
possession should forthwith be delivered to the 
donee or trustee, [p. 857, eol. 2.] 

NawabUmjad Ally Khan v Hu so m mat Mohumdee 
Begum, 11 M. I. A. 517; 10 VV. R. (P. 0.) 25» 2 Rnth 

F Rar 9 gJL S t r ‘ P \r‘ if* 315; 20 B * R * m > followed. 

Rahim Bakhsh v. Muhammad Hasan, 11 A LAW 

N 0888)206; 13 Ind. Jur. 162; 6 Ind. Dec. (n if 

Where a deed of trust is divisible, and possession 

tho H k °? 0f , S .° m0 ° f the P^rtv comprised in 

the dtod, the deed is operative only to tho extent to 

w Inch possession has been taken, [p.858 col 1] 

Appeals from a decision of the Subordinate 
Judge, Purneah, dated the 19th July 1915. 

t D « N « Mitra and Mr ' B N - Uitr ■ 
for the Appellant. 

Messrs. Haniarain Parsad and SarutAi 
Chat an Mttra , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT.— The suit from which these 

appeals arise is based upon certain acta 

of waste on the part of one Nawab Sajad 

Delawar Reia in respect of the property 
planned by the Official Trpstee of wj 
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to be held in trust under a deed dated 
the 19th February 1900. This trust deed 
relates to an allowance of Rs. 2,000 a 
moiath payable to the Nawab by purchasers 
of the zemindari, who in consideration of 
that purchase have made themselves liable 
to pay this monthly allowance. Excluded 
from the purchase of the zemindari was 
a palace and grounds measuring some 150 
bighas. The acts of waste are alleged to 
have been committed in regard to this 
palace and grounds. 

By the terms of the deed, executed in 
favour of the Official Trustee, the allowance 
is to be divided between the Nawab and 
certain relatives and the Nawab himself 
is to remain in possession of the palace 
and grounds during his lifetime. The actual 
words of the deed are — 

That the said Official Trustee of Bengal 
shall allow the said Nawab Sayed Delawar 
Reza during his lifetime to reside in the 
said palace and to use and occupy the 
same and all other messuages, bungalows, 
land, etc., and every part thereof free of 
rent.” 

The defendants obtained a money decree 
against the Nawab and in execution thereof 
purchased a stable and outbuildings valued 
at Rs. 2,062. This they demolished and 
for this and other damages done to the 
property, a decree for Rs. 2,262 has been 
made by the lower Court. 

The plaintiff also claims possession of 20 
bighas of the compound whioh have been 
leased by the Nawab to the same set of 
defendants. The Court below has held 
that as the deed of endowment gives the 
Nawab a right to enjoy the property, the 
lease granted by the Nawab must be held 
good for his lifetime. The plaintiff’s suit 
for recovery of possession of the land 
leased has been dismissed. 

In the lower Court the chief defence 
taken was that the deed was never acted 
upon. The lower Court decided this issue 
by reference to the fact that the Official 
Trustee received the monthly allowance 
and divided it in accordance with the 
terms of the trust. The lower Court did 
not specffically enter into the question 
whether the deed was acted upon in its 
entirety, that is to say, whether possession 
of the palace and compound eyer vested 


in the Official Trustee, but it is clear 
from the evidenoe that the Official Trustee 
was never in fact in actual possession of the 
property, and this is indicated by the following 
passage from the Subordinate Judge’s judg. 
ment: — 

“In short he (the Nawab) has been 
doing all sorts of acts of waste without 
any oheok from the plaintiff, though he 
was allowed only to occupy and use the 
palace and its compound with the buildings 
on it free of rent during his life.” 

Now as we understand Volume III, 
Chapter XXX, of the Hedaya one of the 
most important points in the operation of 
a deed of trust or gift is that possession 
should forthwith be delivered to the donee 
or trustee. This principle was recognized in 
Nawab Umjad Ally Khan v. Musammat 
Mohumdee Begum (1). The whole case law 
on the subject has been gone into, if we 
may say so, exhaustively by the Hon’bJe 
Mr. Justice Mahmood in Rahim Bakhsh v. 
Muhammad Hasan (2). There can be no 
doubt that a deed of gift is not valid 
under Muhammadan Law if possession is 
not given. It is suggested that in the 
circumstances of the present case there 
was no necessity that the Official Trustee 
should travel all the way from Calcutta 
to take possession of the palace. The 
terms of the trust showed that it was not 
intended that he should take physical 
possession of the property. In the oases 

cited by the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Mahmood a 

clear distinction has been drawn between 
cases in which it was possible and the 
cases in which it was not possible to take 
possession of the property, as for instance, 
in the case decided in Shahazadee Hazara 
Begum v. Rhaja Hossein Alt Khan (3). I n 
that case the property at the time of the 
gift was in usufructuary mortgage to a 
third party. A distinction has also been 
drawn in cases in which the usufruct has 
been reserved to the donor while the donee 
has been regarded as in possession of the 
corpus of the property itself. In the case 
before ns there was no bar to an actual 

(n 11 M. I. A. 517; 10 W. R. (p. c.) 25; 2 Suth 
P. C. J. 98; 2 Sar. P. C. J. 315; 20 E. R. I9r>. 

(2) II A. 1; A. W. N. (1888) 266; 13 Ind. Jur. 152* 

6 Ind. Dec. (x s.) 429. * 

(3) 12 W. R. 49 S; 4 B. L. R, A. 86, 
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delivery of posvsession at the time of 
signing the deed of gift. It cannot be said 
that the donor is receiving only the usufruct. 
He has not only been in actual possession 
he has actually pulled up the marble floors 
and iron railings and sold them and 
appropriated the proceeds. It is urged 
that an actual taking of possession would 
have been an idle ceremony. We cannot 
accept this suggestion. No ceremony pre- 
scribed by the sacred law can be deemed 
idle. In the case before us the ceremony 
would have been most valuable as putting 
third parties on their guard against dealing 
with the Nawab in respect of the property 
given in trust. 

The result is that the trust deed is opera- 
tive only to the extent to which possession 
has been taken. It is clearly divisible into 
two parts. Possession has been taken of 
the monthly allowance. The deed is opera- 
tive as regards the monthly allowance. 
Possession has not been taken of the palace 
and grounds. The deed is inoperative to 
that extent. The plaintiff has no title in 
the palace and grounds. His suit should 
have been and now is dismissed with 
costs. Appeal No. 42.7 of 1915 is dismissed 
with oosts. Appeal No. 468 of 1915 is 

decreed with costs. 

Appeal No. 427 of 1915 dismissed ; 

Appeal An. *168 <>/ 1915 decreed. 


LOW MR BURMA CHIMP COURT. 
Special First Civil Appeal No. 176 of 1916. 

May 4, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Maung Kin. 
YAGAPPA CHETTY — Plaintiff — 

Appellant 

versus 

l\. Y. MAIIOMEl) AND OTHERS — 
Defendants — Respond e n ts . 

Li niitiilhm Act {IX of 190S), *2 1 ( b ) — l\irt-p<nj- 

ment - Pin/ nu'ul i >J i ntecot hi/ one heir, whether hinds 

other heirs- Civil l* meed are Code {Act I' «•/ 19( S), *. 

3*1 (2) -Decree silent ns to interest , const met ion of. 

Paynnml of inliMvst bv mu* of his heirs on a ilobi 
% * 

duo by a deceased poison docs not save limitation 
as against the other heirs j>. N*>N, ool l!. j 

Arjun limn Vnl v li“hiinn limm , 14 1ml. ('as. 1*JN, 
relied upon. 

Where a decree is silent with respect to further 
interest from date of decree to date of payment, the 
Court must, be deemed to have refused such interest 
and a separate suit will not. lit' for its recovery. [p. 

859, col. 2.) 


The matter must be treated as if the Court had 
exercised its discretion and refused to give interest, 
unless it can be shown that its silence was due to 
oversight or mistake, [p. 859, col. 2.] 

Hiralal Ichhalal Majumdar v. Desai Narsilal 
Chaturbhujdns , 18 Ind. Cas 909; 37 B. 326 at p. 338 
&339 ; 17 C. W. N. 573; 13 M. L. T. 415- (1913) M. W. 
N. 428; 11 A. L. J. 432; 17 C. L. J. 474; 15 Bom. L. It. 
483; 25 M. L. J. 101; 40 I A. 68, relied upon. 

Mr. Kastgir , for the Appellant. 

Mr. ./. R. Da$ 9 for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — This appeal arises out of a 
suit in which the defendants-reepondents 
were sued on a pro-note in their respre- 
sentative capacity. The pro-note was execut- 
ed by K. Y. Cassim, since deceased. De- 
fendant No. 1 is the elder * brother, and 
defendants Nos. 2 and 3 are daughters of the 
deceased. Defendant No. 4 is the deceased’s 
nephew. Defendant No. 3 is a minor and 
appeared by her guardian ad litem even in 
this Court. She was eleven years old, when 
the suit was tiled. Of the defendants the 
first three only are the heirs of the deceased, 
the fourth defendant Mahomed not being 
an heir at all. 

The plaintiffs claim that the suit is not 
barred by limitation on the ground that the 
defendant No. 1 made two part-payments 
which save limitation as against all the 
defendants. Defendant No. 1 did not 
appear to contest the suit. 1 have to take 
it that the alleged part-payments have been 
proved as the suit has been decreed as 
against defendants Nos. I and 4. The find- 
ing has not been assailed here either. 

Now it has been held in Arjtiti Ram Pal 
v. Ruhima Batiu (1) that the payment of 
interest by one of his heirs on a debt due 
by a deceased person does not save limitation 
against the other heirs. 

But it is alleged that defendant No. I 
made the part payments on his own behalf 
as well as on behalf of the 2nd and 
3rd defendants as their duly au horised 
agent, inasmuch as he was then the manager 
and head of a joint family of whioh 
defendants Nos, 2 and 3 were members. 
This the latter defendants deny. And 
there is not a scrap of evidenoe to show 
that defendant No. 1 was such a head. More- 
over although thecase-law shows thatthehead 
of a joint Hindu family might have the 
necesMiry authority, it does not appear 


(1) 14 Ind. Cas. 12S, 
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that the same rule prevails among the 
Muhammadans. 

The learned Judge below observed in 
his judgment that it is not alleged that de- 
fendant No. 1 was the natural guardian of 
either of the defendants Nos. 2 and 3. But 
it has been argued before me that defendant 
No. 1 was the lawful guardian of defendant 
No. 3 and as such was a person who falls 
within the meaning of the words ‘‘agent 
duly authorized in that behalf” in sections 
19 and 20 of the Limitation Act, as defined 
by section 21 (1) of the same Act. Sections 
107 and 109 of Wilson’s Digest of Anglo* 
Muhammadan Law show that failing all the 
female relatives mentioned in section 107, 
the custody of a minor girl under the 
age of puberty belongs to the father, 
and failing him to the nearest male 
paternal relative within the prohibited 
degrees, reckoning proximity in the same 
order as for inheritance. In Muhammadan 
Law puberty is presumed on the comple- 
tion of the fifteenth year in the case of 
both males and females, unless there is 
evidence to show that puberty in the 
particular case was attained earlier. 
Defendant No, 3 was only eleven years old at 
the date of the institution of the suit 
and as the part-payments were made 
nearly three years before, she must have been 
about eight years old then. Defendant No. 1 
was, therefore, the natural guardian of the 
person of the minor defendant, which means 
according to the books that the guardianship 
is for custody and education. I find also that 
even if the minor defendant had attained 
puberty defendant No. 1 would be the guardian 
of her person (failing father), executor 
of father’s Will and father’s father H. H. S. 
provided the minor is unmarried. See section 
111 of Wilson’s book. But this is not, in my 
opinion, sufficient for the purposes of 
section 21 (1) of the Limitation Act. 
aI think defendant No. 1 should be the guardian 
of the minor’s property as well, because 
the act in question of his is sought to 
be made binding on the minor’s estate. 

Section 112 of Wilson’s book gives a 
list of the natural guardians of the property 
of a minor indicating the order of priority 
among them. The fathei’s brother is not 

1 included in that list and the section goes 

pn to fay that failing all of these it is 


for the Court to appoint a guardian 
or guardians. I hold, therefore, that defendant 
No. 1 was not a person duly authorised” 
within the meaning of section 21 (l) of the 
Limitation Act. The result is that the 
payments made by defendant No. 1 cannot 
bind defendants Nos. 2 and 3. The appeal is, 
therefore, dismissed as against defendants 
Nos. 2 and 3 with costs. 

Defendants Nos. 1 and 3 have not appeared 
before this Court and as against them 
the plaintiffs ask for interest at 6 per cent, 
per annum from the date of institution of 
the suit till realisation. They say that 
they ask for that in their plaint and the 

learned Judge below failed to deal with 
their prayer. 

Section 34 (2) provides that where a 
decree is silent with respect to the payment 
of further interest from the date of the 
decree to the date of payment, the Court 
shall be deemed to have refused such 
interest, and a separate suit therefor shall 
not lie. The matter must, therefore, be 
treated as if the lower Court had exer- 
cised its discretion and refused to give 
interest, unless perhaps the plaintiff can 
show that the silence of that Court upon 
the point was due to an oversight or 
mistake, but there is nothing to show this. 
That being the case, the proper course is to 
follow the case of hiralnl IrUalal Majumdar 
v. Desai Narsilal Chatnrbhujdas (2) of which 
the facts were similar to those in this case, 
and which decided that the High Court was 
right in declining to allow the prayer. The 
appeal is dismissed as against the 2nd and 
3rd respondents with costs, the costs in this 
Court being confined to one Advocate’s costs, 
as at the hearing. Mr. Das appeared for 
both and Mr. Judge, though set down as an 
Advocate for the 3rd respondent, did not 
appear. The appeal against the 1st and 4th 
respondents as regards the interest asked 
for is dismissed. The lower Court’s decree 

against them will stand. There will be no 
order as to costs in their favour, as Mr. A. 

C. Dhar who, the list shows, was appearing for 
1st respondent did not appear and the 4th 
defendant was absent. 

Appeal dismissed, 

(2) 18 Ind. Cas. 909; 37 B. 326 at pp. 33 g ygo. 

17 C. W. N. 573; 1) M. L. '1'. 415; ( 1 9 1 3 ; M \y 
428; 11 A. L. J. 432; 17 C. L. J. 474, 15 JJom. L V 
483; 25 M- L. J. 101; 40 I. A. 08. ’ ‘ 
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PATNA HIGH COURT. 

First Civil Appeal No. 7 of 1913. 

June 6, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Sharfuddin and 

Mr. Justice Roe. 

Babu JANARDHAN PROSAD THAKUR 

AND ANOTHER — APPELLANTS 

V€TS14 S 

Musammat JANKIBATl THAKURAIN 

AND OTHERS — RESPONDENTS. 

Accounts, unit for, against administrator — Limitation 
— Limitation Act (IX of 1938), >*. 10 — Administrator, 
r , whether trustee. 

The limitation for a suit for accounts against the 
administrator of an estate runs from the dato when 
theplaintiff is entitled to put an end to his administra- 
tion i.e., on attaining majority and not from the date on 
which lie does in fact put an end to it. fp SGI, col. 1.] 

An administrator in whom no special trust is 
vested for a specific purpose is not a trustee within 
the meaning of section 10 of the Limitation Act. [p. 
861, col. 2.] 

Appeal from a decision of the Subordinate 
Judge, Purneah, dated the 28th August 
1912. 

Messrs. Sahay Ram Bose, Ohamlra Sekhar 
Banerji , Purendra Narain Sinha and Sivtiandan 
Rai , for the Appellants. 

Messrs. P. K. Sen , Lachmi N. Sirdia , Abani 
Bushan Mukerji and Rai Tri^huvan Saliai , for 
the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The appellants in this 
case are the nephews of one Rudranand 
Thakur, that is to say, second cousins onoe 
removed. Their case is that on the death 
of their father Shiva Pershad Thakur in 1894 
Rudranand Thakur took out Letters of 
Administration for the management of his 
estate during their minority and tliat during 
that management, he made purchases of 
properties out of the proceeds of the minors’ 
estate and having wrongfully obtained entry 
of his own name in the documents of title 
refused to deliver to the plaintiffs their 
shares in the property acquired during his 
administration. They also allege that 
Rudranand had, on the expiry of his 
administration, refused to deliver accounts 
and upon these causes of action ask for t lie 
following reliefs: -- 

(j) That an account betaken from defend- 
ant No. 1 of the income and expenditure of 
the plaintiffs’ share of the estate during the 
management of the defendant No. 1 from the 
year 1894 to the end of Bhndo 1315 M. S. 
and that he n ay be ordered to pay to the 


plaintiffs the sum that may be found due by 
him on taking such aocounts. 

(6) That if upon taking account, any 
other defendants be found liable to pay any 
sum to the plaintiffs, such sum may be 
ordered to be paid to the plaintiffs. 

( c ) That the defendants be ordered to 
make a discovery of all the properties, move- 
able and immoveable, appertaining to the 
estate of Shiva Pershad Thakur, Tirthanand 
Thakur, Kulanand Thakur and Rudranand 
Thakur and their descendants and not acquired 
with the private funds of any member or 
branch of the family. 


GO That the Court may be pleased, after 
adjudication of the title of the plaintiffs and 
of the shares belonging to the different 
branches or members of the family, to order 
a partition and separate allotment to be 
made of the moveable properties mentioned 
in schedule 5 hereto annexed and separate 
possession of the landed properties comprised 
in the several schedules 1, 2, 3 and 4 hereto 
annexed, and of all other properties that may 
be found to belong to the plaintiffs after the 
discovery prayed for as above or otherwise 
awarded to the plaintiffs. 

(e) That the costs of the suits be awarded 
to the plaintiffs from the defendant No. 1 or 
any other defendants who may be found 
liable. 

(/) That any other or further relief in the 
premises to which the plaintiffs may be 
entitled in the judgment of the Court may 
also be given them. 

In dealing with the reliefs sought the 
learned Subordinate Judge found that the 
suit for an acoount was barred by limitation, 
that the suit for recovery of any money that 
might be due on that account was barred by 
limitation. The prayer for discovery of the 
immoveable properties acquired during the 
administration of the estate by Rudranand was 
apparently not pressed, but the learned Subor- 
dinate Judge wentindetailinto the title of the 
plaintiffs in each of the properties men- 
tioned in the schedule and dismissed or 
decreed the plaintiffs’ suit according to his 
adjudication on their title. The defendants 
have not appealed. The plaintiffs have 
appealed. The points for decision are (l) Is 
the suit for an account barred by limitation? 
(2) Having failed to secure an aooount 
haye the plaintiffs succeeded in establishing 
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by other evidence their title to the properties 
claimed? 

There are two points in issue, upon which 
the question of limitation turns. Firstly , 
when did the younger plaintiff attain his 
majority? and secondly , from what date 
should limitation run under Article 120 or 
section 10 of the Limitation Act f 

We have no hesitation in finding that the 
learned Subordinate Judge’s arguments with 
regard to the present age of the younger 
plaintiff are unassailable. It is vain to 
attempt to explain away as mistakes the 
numerous indications of the plaintiff’s age 
given at a time when the question of his age 
was not in dispute. There is no substantial 
evidence on the plaintiff’s side that the 
plaintiff was not a major at the dates given 
by the learned Subordinate Judge. Knowing 
that these records were likely to be cited 
against him, the younger plaintiff failed to 
submit himself for medical examination. He 
was only himself to blame, if indeed 
the decision of the learned Subordinate 
Judge is wrong. We find as a fact agreeing 
with the lower Court that the younger 
plaintiff came of age in the year 1903. 

The suit was instituted on the 3rd 
September 1910. The next question is 
whether limitation runs from the date upon 
which the plaintiffs were entitled to put an 
end to the administration of Rudranand or 
from the date on which they did in fact put 
an end to it. In our view, the legal position 
of the defendant as an administrator 
terminated upon the day the younger plaint- 
iff came of age. If thereafter the plaintiffs 
allowed him to remain in charge of the 
property, Rudranand Thakur was in charge 
of the property from that date, not as an 
administrator, but as the agent of the 
plaintiffs and a suit against him for an 
account would fall under Article 89. The 
view taken in Saroda Ptrshad Chattopadhya 
v. Brojo Nath Bhuttacharjee (1) clearly 
indicates that in suits of this nature, the 
cause of action arises upon the date of the 
plaintiffs’ majority. We are of the same 
opinion. The administration of Rudranand 
was by the definite order of the District 
Court limited to the plaintiffs’ minority. It 
was open to the plaintiffs immediately 

(1) 6 C. 910; 6 C. L. It. 195; 2 Iud. Dec. (x. s.) 

1188. 


they came of age to inform the District 
Court that the administration was at an end 
and to ask for an account, and on failing to 
get that account to maintain a suit to obtain 
one. Their cause of action undoubtedly 
arose from the date of the majority of the 
younger plaintiff and the date of that 
majority being more than six years prior to 
the institution of the suit, the suit is barred 
by limitation unless saved by section 10 of 
the Limitation Act. We see no reason to 
depart from the rule of law, which has been 
observed in the Calcutta High Court for the 
last forty years with regard to this section. 
The first dictum is that reported in 
Eherodemoney Dossee v. Doorgamoney Dossee 

(2). This has been followed in Greender 
Chunder Ghose v. Mackintosh (3), Reman- 
gini Da si v. Nobin Chand Ghose (4), 
Barcda Prosad Banerji v. Gajendra Nath 
Banerji (5) and Sarat Chandra Banerjee 
v. Bhupendra Nath Bosu (6). It has also 
been followed in other Courts. It must be 
taken as well settled that an administrator, 
in whom no special trust is vested for a 
specific purpose, is not a trustee within the 
meaning of section 10 of the Limitation Act. 
The prayer for an account for the period 
between the date of the younger plaintiff’s 
majority and the date of the plaintiffs entering 
into direct management of the property is 
barred, unless it be shown that the latter 
date was within three years of suit. The 
learned Subordinate Judge has clearly shown 
that the plaintiffs must have been in direct 
management of the property at least 
from the 31st July 1907. It is well 
known that changes in management ordi- 
narily take place prior to the settlements 
and arrangements to be made for the bhadoi 
crop, that is, in July each year. The 
assertion of the plaintiffs that they 
did not take charge till the middle of 
September is against the probabilities. 
The finding of the lower Court is in 
accordance with probabilities. We 

(2) 4 C. 455; 3 C. L. R. 315; 2 Sliome L. R. 153; 2 
Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 289. 

(3) 4 C. 897; 4 C. L. R. 193; 4 Iud. Jur. 287; 2 Jnd. 
Dec. (n. s.) 568. 

(4) 8 C. 788; 11C. L. R. 370; 7 Ind. Jur. 17; 4 
Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 509. 

(5) 1 Ind. Cas. 289; 13 C. W. N. 557; 9 C. L. J. 
383. 

(C) 25 C. 103j 13 Ind. Dec. (n s.) 70. 
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accept the finding of fact that the agency 
of Rudranand terminated not later than the 
3 1st July 1907, The first two reliefs asked 
for the plaintiffs were, therefore, rightly 
refused as barred by limitation. 

The properties affected by the second part 
of the c?se may be dealt with in three divi- 
sions. We may say at once that we regard it 
as unfortunate that the learned Subordinate 
Judge should have allowed a case of this 
complex nature to be prosecuted as one 
suit. The plaintiff is attempting under 
cover of one plaint to obtain an account for 
the period of Rudranand’s administration, 
to take up family history for the past 20 
to 30 years, and to obtain a re-partition of 
the estate. He has attacked a number of 
transactions to which Rudranand Thakur 
was not a party at all in a vain attempt 
to encroach upon the property of other 
cousins, who were not interested in the 
administration of the estate by Rudranand. 
The suit as a whole seems to us to have been 
framed in direct contravention of Order II, 
rule 4, whereby the plaintiff is precluded 
from joining a suit for recovery of immove- 
able property with suit for a sum of money 
due. The suit in effect was a suit to recover 
damages for malfeasance under sections 

of the Probate and Adminis- 
lt should have been kept 
limits. The suit for the 
recovery of immoveable property in the 
hands of Rudranand Thakur and the cousins 
Girjanand and Gajanand Thakur was in no 
way connected with the suit for an account, 
result of interweaving tin’s quarrel 
regard to the immoveable properties 
the quarrel over the administration has 
that the plaintiffs’ evidence on the 
ownership of each item of property 
claimed is so hopelessly meagre that the 
learned Subordinate Judge cannot possibly 
be taken to task for refusing to roly on 
it. We are asked to declare for instance 
that a large batch of properties were taken 
in the name of such benamidars as Rulan 
Kawas, Nanul Dutt Pande, Khublul 
Thakur and lhulri Nath Tlmkur, on evidence 
which covers for each case not moro than 
10 or 12 linos of the paper-book for each 
benamidur. It is suggested that sufticient 
evidence has been given to show that these 
people were probably benamidars of the 
plaintiffs family. This was not sufficient for 


146 and 147 
tration Act. 
within those 


The 

with 

with 

been 

real 


the plaintiffs’ case. The plaintiffs were 
required to show that they were benamidars of 
Rudranand Thakur. The evidence of their 
own witnesses makes it perfectly clear that 
if indeed they were benamidars for any 
member of the family, they were benamidars 
for Girjanand Thakur or his father Thir- 
thanand Thakur and not for Rudranand 
Thakur at all. This disposes of the cases 
dealt with in schedule 4 to the plaint. 

With regard to the properties covered 
by schedules Nos. 1 and 2, a considerable 
number of them have already beeu decreed 
to the plaintiffs. With regard to the others, 
we agree with the learned Subordinate 
Judge that there is no real evidence of the 
plaintiffs’ title. 

It has been strongly urged upon us 
that because a number of these properties 
wore acquired by Rudranand Thakur during 
the period of his administration and because 
during that period the plaintiffs lived in 
the same house with him as members of 
the same family we should assume that 
the tahbil or purse of the family was a 
common purse and that all sums taken from 
it by Rudranand Thakur for the purchase 
of property must be regarded as taken 
from the common purse of a joint family. 
Kvidenoe has been given by the plaintiffs 
to show that they and Rudranand Thakur 
messed together, but even in that evidence 
there is no definite statement that Rudranaud 
Thakur and the plaintiffs had a common 
purse. The position was that Rudranand 
was managing his share of the properties 
for himself and plaintiffs’ share of the 
pioperlies for them. He was required by 
law to keep a separate account for the 
plaintiffs’ properties and to submit a separate 
account of the collections and disburse- 
ments from those properties aunually to 
the District Judge. The fact that he 
faileJ to do so would not constitute the purse 
mto which he placed the collections from 
both his own and the plaintiffs’ properties 
a common purse. Such a purse is merely 
the private purse of a fraudulent trustee. 
Hhon a trustee makes a profit by the impro- 
per employment of trust money, he is liable 
o mu o good to the beneficiary t lie amount 
Ol tlmt profit in addition to the money 
improperly employed. But it is not the case 
that the beneficiary is entitled to claim a 
title m the property acquired by the impro- 
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per use of trust funds. The properties 
claimed were not purchased by Rudranand 
on plaintiffs’ behalf. There was never any 
intention in the mind of Rudranand to 
acquire for the plaintiffs a title therein. 
It is clearly the plaintiffs’ case that Rudra- 
nand was throughout acting fraudulently. 
If he did purchase these properties with 
the plaintiffs’ money (and this is very far 
from being proved), he was using the 
plaintiffs’ money improperly. Even if it 
be granted that the refusal of Rudranand 
to file an account of the administration 
raises the presumption that he improperly 
used the plaintiffs’ money in these specula- 
tions in landed property, and even if it 
be granted that the oases quoted in Hals- 
bury’s Laws of England, Volume 28, at pages 
192 and 193 are authority for the proposi- 
tion that the plaintiff is entitled at his 
option to claim either the money used with 
interest, or the property acquired with the 
money, limitation for the exercise of such an 
option would be the limitation for the 
recovery of the money used. This disposes 
of the plaintiffs’ claims to the properties 
acquired in the name of Rudranand him- 
self during the period of his administration. 
It is unnecessary to discuss at length the 
plaintiffs’ title to properties acquired in the 
name of Rudranand prior to the period of 
his administration. The family was clearly 
separate at the time of their acquisition 
and there is no evidence at all to show 
that the properties were acquired in part 
from the funds of the plaintiffs’ side of the 
family. 

The appeal fails on all the points raised 
and is dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 


LOWER BURMA CHIEF COURT. 
Second Civil Appeal No, 137 of 1916. 

June 13, 1917. 

Present : — Mr Justice Maung Kin. 
MAUNG MA LA alias MAUNG PO SAING 

— Appellant 
versus 

MAUNG CHOT and others— Respondents. 

Moi tgage — Forfeiture, clause for , in default of redemp- 


tion within given. time— Transfer of Property Act (IV 
uj 18821, s, 60 — Cloy vn equity of redemption. 

The rule of English Equity Courts which forbids 
any clogging of the right of redemption is not appli- 
cable in India and a clause for forfeiture in a mort- 
gage should be given effect to in the absence of any 
specific law or of any established practice to the 
contrary, [p. 863, col. 2.] 

Maung Naung v. Ma Bok Son, 1 L. B. R, 102; Putta- 
b hi ramie r v. Ve neat a row Naicken , 7 B. L R 136- 13 
M. I. A. 560; 15 \V. it. (P. C.) 35; 2 Suth. P. C. J. 410- 
2 Sar. P. C. J. 623; 20 E. It. 660; Thumb usa wm y 
Mooiclly v. Hussain Routhen, 1 M. 1; 2 I. A. 241- 3 
Suth. P. C. J. 198; 3 Sar. P. C. J. 531; I Ind. Dec. 
(n. s.) 1 (P. C.), followed. 

Mr. Ba U, for the Appellant. 

Mr. Ba Dun, for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The mortgage in this 
oase cannot be held to be a usufructuary 
mortgage. It is a mortgage like that in 
Maung Naung v. Ma Bok Son (1), where ac- 
cording to the terms thereof the relation- 
ship of mortgagor and mortgagee is first 
created but made subject to a clause to 
the effect that if the mortgagor did not 
redeem within a certain time therein 
specified, the mortgagee would be entitled to 
outright ownership of the land. In that 
case Sir Charles Fox said, “if section 60 
of the Transfer of Property Act were ap- 
plicable, or if the decision had to be accord- 
ing to the rules of Equity a3 administered 
by the English Chancery Courts, this last 
clause would have to be held to be 

invalid”. That section did not apply. And 
the learned Judge, therefore, followed the 
Privy Council cases of Pattabhiramier v. 

Vencatarow Naicken (2) and Thumbusaivmy 
Moodelly v. Hossain Rowthen (3), in which 
it was held that the rule of English Equity 
Courts which forbids any clogging of the 
right of redemption is not applicable in 

India, and that a clause for forfeiture in 
a mortgage should be given effect to in 
the absence of any specific law to the 

contrary or of any established practice, and 
Sir Charles Fox proceeded to hold that 
the clause rendered the mortgagee’s interest 
in the land become absolute by the mere 
failure of the mortgagor to redeem within 
the stipulated time. 

(1) 1 L. B. R. 192. 

(2) 7 B. L. R. 136; 13 M. I. A; 560; 15 \V. R. (p. c.) 
35; 2 Suth. P. C. J. 410; 2 Sar. P. C. J. 623; 20 E R 
660. ‘ : 

(3) 1 M. 1; 2 I. A. 241; 3 Suth. P. C. J. 198; 3 Sar 
P. C. J. 531; 1 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 1 (P. C.) 
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Before me it is contended by Mr. Ba 
Dun that as the Transfer of Property Act 
applies to the district where the land in 
dispute is situate, the above ruling does 
not apply. But the fact is that in regard 
to mortgages of immoveable property only 
section 59, which relates to the subject 
of how such mortgages should be made, 
has been extended. Even section 58 
which defines a mortgage of immoveable 
property and specifies and defines certain 
well known mortgages has not been extended. 
What matters really in this case is section 
CO. If it has been extended the clause 
must be held to be invalid, for that 
section means that where there is a 
mortgage there is an equity of redemption 
which the mortgagor cannot contract himself 
out of; it is not prefaced with the words “in 
the absence of a contract to the contrary”, 
thus indicating that the mortgagor will 
have the right to redeem even in spite 
of express terms contained in the mortgage 
to the contrary. The section has not been 
extended to Lower Burma outside of 
certain towns. The general law propounded in 

the above Privy Council cases must, therefore, 
prevail. 

The appeal is allowed with costs. 

Appeal allowed. 


PATNA IIICIl COURT. 
Second Civil Aitbai, No. 108b ok 1916. 

June 7, 1917. 

Pie sent: Mr. Justice Atkinson and 
Mr. Justice J wala Prasad 

Babn SA1YIDU DDIN and another- 
Defendants — Appellants 
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Babu AYADH HI4HARI SINDH and 

ANOTH K R— P I, A I N i l KKS RksPONDR N i s 

Hcs judicata M:ilik:tnn, suitfor .core, of I ■ 

tion Act (IX of 160 HJ , Ait . 131, ^ J 
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Whore the plaintiffs’ claim for malikana is estab- 
fished by suit, its denial by the opposite party in a sub- 
sequent suit is barred by res judicata, [p. 865, col. 2.] 

Article 131 of the Limitation Act means no more 
than this that if a party entitled to claim malikana 
is refused the enjoyment of his right after demand, 
he must establish his right by suit brought within 
twelve years from the date of such refusal. 'J he Article 
docs not apply where the plaintiff has already in a 
former suit obtained a decree declaratory of his 
title, [p. S65, col. 1.] 

Appeal from a decision of the District 
Judge, Monghyr. 

^ Messrs. Sultan Ahmed Rajendra Frasad&nd 
Syed Muhammad Tahir , for the Appellants. 

Mr. Surendra Mohan Dus , for the Respond- 
ents. 

JUDGMENT. — The plaintiffs seek in this 
action to recover a sum of Rs. 75-S-O by way of 
principal and interest from the defendants 
as a personal debt. The money claimed 
is represented to be malikana money payable 
out of the defendants’ property to the 
plaintiffs and the years in respect of whioh 
the said malikana is claimed are 1315 to 
lhlb inclusive. Both the lower Courts have 
decreed the plaintiffs’ suit. 

In second appeal it is argued before us 

that the plaintiffs’ right to recover the 

malikana money is barred on two grounds, 

lu, » ^at in the first place no right 

to claim malikana from the defendants 

ever in fact existed; and that in the second 

place even if it did exist, it has never been 
recognized. 

^1 he learned Government Advocate, who 
appears on behalf of the defendants, has 
addressed a very lengthy and elaborate 
argument to us; but after carefully con- 
sidering it we are satisfied that his argu- 
ment is unfounded. He contends that 
Article lbi of the Limitation Act applies 
and that the period within whioh an action 
for a periodically recurring right must be 
brought is twelve years from the date when 

the plaintiff is first refused the enjoyment of 
the right. 

1 * 1 • IM ^ year 167? the 

plaintiffs sued to establish their right to 

recover from the defendants the malikana 

. my claim. The written statement filed 

in nit suit on behalf of the predeeessore 

ot the present defendants denied the plaint- 

it snghtto tins malikana ; but notwithstanding 

u \ enial the Court declared the right 

and established the plaintiffs’ claim. It 
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is now contended that inasmuch as the de- 

fendants or their representatives-in interest 

hied that written statement in 1877, the 
right of the plaintiffs must be deemed to 
have become extinguished on the expiry of 
twelve years from that date. In our opinion 
Article 131 bears no suoh meaning as is 
contended for. That Article means no more 
than this; that if a party entitled to claim 
malikana is refused the enjoyment of his 
right after demand, he must establish his 
right by suit brought within twelve years from 
the date of such refusal. In this case the 
plaintiffs brought a suit to establish their 
right and as between them and the present 
defendants the right has been established 
and the decree in that suit is res judicata 
between the parties The case reported as 
Gopu.ath Ghobey v. Bhugxvat Pershad (1) clear- 
ly lays thisdown. Ina suit for malikana the issue 
between the parties substantially raises the 
question of the proprietary right to the estate 
in respect of whioh malikana is claimed, and 
when the question of the proprietary right 
has been decided in a previous suit between 
the same parties, a subsequent suit for 
malikana will be barred as res judicata. Sub- 
sequent suits were brought in 1882 and 
1891, all upon the basis that the right to 
claim malikana existed and the suits were 
for the recovery of a money demand based 
on that right. The case reported aa 
Roajt v. Bala (2) also demonstrates that 
the construction which we have put 
upon section 131 is the true and right 
construction. At page 141 of the report 
their Lordships say: “Article 131, Schedule 
If, of Act IX of 1871, requires a plaintiff, 
who seeks to establish a periodically recurr- 
ing right, to bring his suit within twelve years 
from the date when he was first refused 
the enjoyment of his right. If such plaint- 
iff were to allow this period to elapse, with* 
out suing to establish his right, he could 
not be allowed indirectly to accomplish the 
same object by bringing a suit for arrears 
falling due within the period of limitation. 
But while this is the rule, which must be 
applied to cases in which a plaintiff must 
establish his title, before he can ask for 
arrears accruing due under suoh title, it does 
not appear to us that the same rule applies, 

(1) 10 C. 697; 5 Ind Dec. (n. s.) 463. 

(2) 15 B. 135; 8 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 91. 


when, as in the present case, the plaintiff 

has already in a former suit obtained a 

decree declaratory of his title.” This ruling 

was applied and followed in Caloutta by Mr. 
Justice Mukherji. 

In the present case we are not concerned 
with the effect of Article 131, inasmuch as 
the plaintiffs’ right has already been declared 
by the decree obtained in 1877 and that 
decree is res judicata as between the plaintiffs 
and the defendants. The plaintiffs are, 
therefore, clearly entitled to recover the 
amount they claim. They are entitled to 
recover from the defendant the sum of 
Rs. 75 8-0 whioh represents the arrears of 
mahkana for three years preceding the 
institution of the suit, which was instituted 
on the 20th of September 1910. Accord- 
ingly the decision of the lower Appellate 
Court is affirmed, and the plaintiffs’ suit is 

decreed and the appeal is dismissed with 
coits. 

Appeal dismissed . 


in nujti uuUttT. 
Appeals from Original Decrees Nos. 495 

and 54Iof 1914 and Nos 268 and 275 of 1915 

April 3, 1917. 

Present:- Mr. Justice N. R. Chatterjea and 

Mr. Justice Newbould. 

S RIM ATI SYAM PEARY DASSYA 
widow of MADHCJSDDAN DASS and 
another— Defendants Nos. 1 and’ 2 

— Appellants 

versus 

The EASTERN MORTGAGE AND 
AGENCY COMPANY, Ltd., and oth ers - 

Respondents. 

Mortgage Pardanashin lady , deed u 

Proof — Clause restraining alienation bu t ^ 
operation of -Necessity -Reversioners, content ZfZnP 
of -Presumption— Charge, whether can h ' 
without specific description of p roperty— TranlZ ^ 
Property Act (IP of 1S82), 58—' "Specific U n ,n " t°/ 

property —Contract Act (IX of 1872 ) 7 ] ^ 

Stipulation to pay interest at higher rat] on default 
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of payment oj lower rate — Court, power of, to give relief 
— Mortgage .suit — Paramount title, whether can fee 
gone into. 

In considering the question whether there was 
intelligent execution of a deed by a pardanashin lady, 
the circumstances under which the transaction took 
place should be borne in mind. [p. 969, col. 2.] 

The mere translating the deed or communicating 
the ^ubstance thereof to the pardanashin lady is not 
sufficient, [p. 870, col. 1.] 

TO make it binding upon her it must be shown 
that the deed was interpreted and explained to her. 
[p. 870, col. 2.] 

Where a deed of English mortgage written out in 
English was read out and explained to a pardanashin 
Hindu widow before she executed it in the presence 
of her own people, and the reversionary heirs 
witnessed the execution and were consenting parties 
to it: , • 

Held, that the deed was binding upon the lady. [p. 
87), col. 2.] 

The clause restraining alienation of the mortgaged 
property, which is generally inserted in mortgage 
bonds in this country, does not prevent alienation 
subject to the rights of the mortgagee. [p. 870, col. 
2 -] ^ 

The consent given by the reversioners to a mort- 
gage executed by a Hindu widow raises a presump- 
tion of the existence of legal necessity, even wliero 
a sum of money is paid to one of the reversioners for 
obtaining his consent, [p. 872, col. 2; p. S73, col. 1.] 

Where the operative part of an ekrarnama, execut- 
ed by a person in whose favour a lady released 
her claim to a certain share of a property, stated 
that the lady was to get an annuity from the said 
share and was entitled to recover it by suit- from the 
share: 


Held, that the annuity was inado a charge upon 
the share, even though there was no specification of 
the property in the schedule attached to the ckrar- 
nama, as the property was easily ascertainable with- 
out such schedule. [p. 874, col. 1.] 

There is no rcnsW why a general description of 
the prpperty/should be held not to constitute a charge 
if t-hc description, though wide, is not uncertain, fn. 
874, col. 1.] 

The question whether a charge was or was not 
created upon a certain property is one of intention. 
In equity no charge cun be created unless there is an 
intent to charge, [p. 875, cob 1.] 

Semhle . — Dificulty might arise in the case of a 
mortgage from a general description of the inert, 
gaged property, as a mortgage under section 58 of the 
Transfer of Property Act must be of “specific im- 
moveable property.” [p. 875, col. ].] 

A stipulation to pay interest at a higher rate on 

default of punctual payments of interest at a lowei 

rate is- a penalty. But in the converse Case i. e. 
Where the stipulatio n is for a certain rate of intcresi 
Which would be reduced to a lower rate, if punctunlh 
paid, the stipulation for the higher rate would not 
be treated as a penalty, although if the question wen 
res integra there is no reason why the stipulation foi 
the higher rato of interest should* not be regarded at 
n penalty in both cases, [p. 877, col 1.] 

Section 74 of the Indian Contract Act does away 

with the distinction between penalty and liquidated 
damages, and under the section, as amended bv Act 


. • •» 

VI of 1899, the Court has the power to grant relief 
if the contract contains any' stipulation by way of 
penalty, even where the contract was entered into 
before the amendment by Act YI of 1899. [p.877, 
col. 2.] 

Where a mortgage-deed stipulated for the pay- 
ment of interest at 9i per cent, to be reduced to 7» 
per cent, on punctual payment, but the scheme for 
liquidation of the mortgage debt, which was a 
material part of the deed, showed that interest was 
calculated at 7i percent, only: 

Held, that, as it appeared from the construction 
of the mortgage deed taken together with the scheme 
that the intention of the parties was that interest 
should be paid at 7i per cent, and on default at 91 
per cent., the mortgagees could not recover interest, 
at more than 7-i per cent, but that they wero entitled 
to reasonable compensation for non-payment of 
interest punctually — which compensation would be 
interest at 71 per cent, on the interest which was not 

punctually paid. [p. 877, col. 2.] 

In a suit upon a mortgage no question , of title 
paramount to the mortgaged property should be 
gone into. [p. 888, col. 1.] ^ 

In Nos. 267 & 26S of 1915. ' 

Appeals against the decrees of the Subordiv 
nate Judge, first Court, Dacoa, dated the 13thi 
March 1915. 

In Nos. 495 & 544 of 1914. 

Appeals against the decrees of the^Subordi- 
nate Judge, first Court, Dacca, dated the 25th 

May 1914. . " : ! 

* 

Sir Rash Behary. Dr. fiarat 

Chandra Basak and Babus Bdsanta,KnmaLpose^ 
Bipin Behary Ghose , Surendra jSatfi Uhosdl % 
Suresh ^ Chandra Das and Satish Chandra 
Chowdhury t for the Appellants. 

Mr. B.C. Mitter and Babus Provash Chandrq 
Mitter and Amhika Pada Chowdhnry , . for 
the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — These appeals arise out 
of 1 two suits instituted by the Eastern 
Mortgage & Agency Company, Limited, 
on the basis of two separate mortgages 
executed by one Priomoyee Dasi and 
Mohini Mohan Dab respectively. Appeal 
No. 495 of 1914 is against the preliminary 
decree in the suit to enforce the mortgage 
executed by Priomoyee Dasi and Appeal No. 
268 of 1915 is against the final deoree in 
that suit, while Appeal No. 544 of 1914 is 
against the preliminary deoree in the suit to 
enforce the mortgage exeouted by Mohini 
Mohan Das and Appeal No. 275 of 1915 is 
ugainst the final decree in that suit. 

The mortgaged properties originally be- 
longed to oiie Modusudan Das, who died in 
April 1865 leaving his widow Sham tea*y 
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Dasi the defendant No. 1 in the suits and 
five son9 Mohini Mohan, Radhika Mohan, 
Lai Mohan, Khetra Mohan and Shosi Mohan, 
Shosi Mohan died unmarried and intestate 
on the 1st October 1865 and his one-fifth 
share thereupon devolved upon his mother 
Sham Peary. By an ekrar , dated the 29th 
September 1877, Sham Peary gave up the 
share inherited by her in favour of her sons, 
the document being executed in favour of 
Mohini Mohan who was the executor of the 
estate, for natural affection and in considera- 
tion of his paying an annuity of Rs. 1,800 a 

year, Mohini Mohan also executing an ekrar 
in her favour. One of the questions raised 
in the case is whether the said annuity is a 
first charge upon the said share. Mohini 
Mohan, whose original share was increased to 
a four annas by the surrender by Sham Peary, 
subsequently acquired the four* annas share 
of Khetra Mohan so that his total share 
became 8 annas The third brother, Lai 
Mohan, died on the 18th December 18S5 and 
his four-annas share was inherited by his 
widow, Priomoyee. The second brother 
Radhika Mohan had a four-annas share, but 
this litigation has nothing to do with that 
share. 

On the 22nd September 1890, Mohini 
Mohan executed a mortgage in favour of the 
Eastern Mortgage & Agenoy Company, Limited, 
(who may be conveniently referred to as the 
Company) for Rs. 2,50,000, mortgaging 
his eight- annas share and executed a deed 
of management of the property in favour of 
Messrs. Garth So Weatherall, through 
whom the loan was raised. On the 7th 
November 1890 Priyomoyee executed a mort- 
gage for Rs. 1, 20,000 in favour of the said 
Company in respect of her four-annas share. 

The main provisions of the mortgage deed 
are that the deed is to be construed as an 
English mortgage as defined by the Transfer 
of Property Act, 1882, and the mortgagees 
shall have and exercise all the rights and 
remedies of an English mortgagee expressly 
including the power of sale, that the 
interest is to be at th6 rate of 9| per cent, 
payable half yearly, but that on punctual 
payment interest would be charged at the 
rate of 7| per cent,, that until the mortgagees 
entered into possession the mortgaged pro- 
perties shall be managed entirely (and with- 
out any interference whatever by the mort- 
gagor) by Messrs. Garth So Weatherall so 


long as they fulfilled the terms and condi- 
tions, in the event of the death, resignation or 
dismissal of either of them by the survivor 
of them or failing such survivor by another 
duly qualified manager to be nominated by 
the mortgagees, the manager to have the 
fullest powers for the proper management 
and improvement, including the power to 
appoint and dismiss all servants and to make 
settlements with raiyats and farmers and to 
give leases and to institute and conduct and 
defend suits and will not be liable to dis- 
missal except for misconduct or neglect of 
duty proved to the satisfaction of the mort- 
gagees. The mortgagor shall not in any 
event execute any documents for the sale, 
mortgage or permanent lease or other 
alienation of any part of the mortgaged 
properties without the written concurrence 
of the mortgagees, it being the intention of 
the parties and being of the essence of the 
negotiation for the grant of the said loan that 
the mortgagor shall in no way interfere with 
the management of the mortgaged premises.” 
The managers in the first place were to pay 
the Government revenue and other outgoings, 
and in the second place to pay to the 
mortgagees interest at the times stated 
and in the third to pay all proper costs and 
charges for management and realization q’f 
rents and auditing and scrutinizing by 
professional auditors chosen by the mort- 
gagees (if they think necessary) and in the 
fourth place to pay Rs. 2,400 to the mort- 
gagor. Th6 managers shall render to the 
mortgagee such accounts and information 
and such statements as to rent roll, etc., as 
may be called for by the mortgagees. If 
the manager for the time being fails to apply 
any part of the rents and profits in the 
manner provided by the deed the mort- 
gagees may appoint (upon such salary or 
remuneration and with such powers of 
management as they shall think proper) such 
person as they in their absolute discretion 
shall think fit to be Receiver, and the mort- 
gagees at their absolute discretion may from 
time to time suspend, remove or dismiss any 
Receiver and appoint another Reoeiver in 
his place. The power to appoint a Receiver 
shall not prejudice or affect any of the rights 
or remedies of the mortgagees as mortgagees 
and they shall not be liable for any loss or 
misapplication of the rent and profits by 
reason of any default, neglect or misappro- 
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priation of any manager or Receiver, and 


any Receiver, appointed as aforesaid, shall 
be forthwith discharged by the mortgagees 
and the property shall be again managed as 
hereinbefore provided by a manager upon 
the mortgagor making good the deficiency 
on default in consequence of which the 
Receiver was appointed and upon the 
mortgagor paying all the expenses incurred 
in connection with the appointment and 
during the employment of the Receiver. 

A scheme was prepared for the liquidation 
of the debts and set out in the schedule, 
according to which the principal and interest 
were to be paid off by the year 1817. 

It is unnecessary to state the provisions 
of the mortgage bond executed by Mohini 
Mohan Das except that they were similar. 

A deed of management was simultaneously 
executed by Priyomoyee giving full powers 
of management to Messrs. Garth A 
Weatherall; the terms being similar to those 
of the deed of management executed by 
Mohini Mohan Das on the 22nd September 
1890. 

Subsequently a deed of trust was executed 
by Priyomoyee Dasi on the 7th April 1897 
in favour of Messrs. Garth A Weatherall 
for the better management of the properties. 
The property was accordingly managed by 
Messrs. Garth A Weatherall, and for a few 
years payments were made by them of the 
principal and interest as provided in the 
scheme, then the payments became less. 
The sum of Rs. 2,400 which was to be paid 
to Priyomoyee was paid until the year 189S 
and was then stopped. On the 10th February 
1898 a deed of endowment was executed by 
Priyomoyee in favour of a deity (Pryabullas) 
by which certain property was dedicated to 

it, and on the 14th December 1902 by a 
second deed of endowment certain other pro- 
perties were dedicated by her to the deity, 
bhe died on the next day, the 15th December 
1902. 

Mr. Gaith died on the ICth June 1904 and 
on his death the property was managtd by 
Mr. Weatl ei all. He left for England on 
the 13th April 1 90S and obtained a release 
on the 201 h November 1 90S firm Sham IYniy 
Dasi in c< nsideraticn of Mr. Weatherall 
underlain g to appoint one Mr. Lockhart 
astnmtee in his place. Mr. Lockhart was 
allowed to lum gt her estate ai;d he remain- 


ed in possession as manager in suooession to 
Mr. Weatherall. 

Priyomoyee died on the 15th December 
1902 and Mohini Mohan died on the 28th 
December 1896 and thereupon their shares 
devolved upon Sham Peary, the mother of 
Mohini Mohan. 

The suits upon the two mortgages were 
brought by the Company against Sham Peary 
as defendant No. 1 and Motilal Das, son of 
Khetra Mohun Das and who as the reversion- 
ary heir was joined as the defendant No. 2. 
The suits were deoreed by the Court below, 
and the defendants have appealed to this 
Court. 

The questions raised in the appeal whioh 
arises out of the suit upon Priyomoyee’s 
mortgage are: Is/, whether there was intelli- 
gent execution of the mortgage deed and the 
deed of management by Priyomoyee and had 
she independent advice in the matter: 2nd, was 
the deed of mortgage properly attested with- 
in the meaning of section 59 of the Transfer 
of Property Act: 3rd, whether the e was legal 
necessity for Rs. 25,U00 out of the one lao 
and twenty thousand raised upon the mort- 
gage: 4 th % whether the annuity of Rs. 1,803 a 
year in favour of Sham Peary is a oharge 
upon the 4 annas share of the mortgaged 
properties: bth, whether the stipulation to pay 
interest at per cent , in case the interest 
was not paid punctually, is or is not a penalty: 
6/A, whether Messrs. Garth A Weatherall 
were the agents of the mortgagor or the 
mortgagees and whether it is oompetent to 
a mortgagee in this country to nominate and 
appoint an agent to manage the mortgaged 
premises for the purpose of relieving himself 
from the liability to which a mortgagee is 
subject when be enters into possession of the 
mortgaged properties. The last three ques- 
tions are common to both the suits. 

The fiist question for consideration, there- 
foie, is whether there was intelligent execu- 
tion of the mortgage deed and the deed 
of management by Priyomoyee and had ehe 
independent advice. The mortgage-deed was 
executed in the presence of Kunja Bebary 
Das the maternal uncle of the lady and 
Mohini Mohan Das her brother-in-law, and 
it was read over and explained to her by 
Babu Is war Chandra Ghose, Pleader. The 
document bears an endorsement by Mohini 

Mohan Das and Khetra Mohan Das tha 
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ihen reversioners, who gave their consent 
stating that the arrangement was necessary 
In considering these transactions the cir- 
oamstances under which they took place 
shou!d be borne in mind. Both Priyomoyee 
and Mohini Mohan Das had debts due for 
very large amounts to Ruplal and Raghunath 

« due by P^yomoyee being 

Rs. 95,000 and that due by Mohini Mohan 

about Rs. 2,50,000. Mohini Mohan had bor- 
rowed Rs. 2,50,000 from the plaintiff Com- 

pany through Messrs. Garth & Weatherall 
only two months before and he had to pay 
a commission of 10 per cent, to those 
gentlemen for raising the loan. He had 
appointed them as managers of (he estate 
which was mortgaged on certain terms. 
Ruplal and Raghunath Das had obtained a 
decree against Priyomoyee and proceedings 
in execution were pending. She tried to 
raise money elsewhere but did not succeed. 
It appears that under these circumstances 
hor uncle Kunja Behary asked Mohini Babu 
to procure advance of money from the 
plaintiff Company, and Mohini Babu said 
that he could induoe the plaintiff Company 
to advance money on conditions on which 
he himself had borrowed money from the 
Company. Those conditions were that 10 per 
cent, of the money borrowed from the Com- 
pany was to be paid to Messrs. Garth and 
Weatherall who would manage the estate, 
the interest payable being per cent, to 
be reduced in case of punctual payment to 
' 2 . per cent. The evidence shows that 
Priyomoyee then called in her oousin Babu 
Debendra Nath Das (a Pleader), her Dewan 
Bhagawan Ghose and Kunja Babu her 
maternal uncle and after consulting them 
settled to borrow money from the plaintiff 
Company on auoh conditions. Afterwards 
Messrs. Garth <fc Weatherall and Mohini 
Babu came to the house of Priyomoyee 
and she offered to borrow Rs. 1,20,000 from 
the plaintiff Company. Two drafts, one of 
the mortgage deed and the other of the deed 
of management, were then sent by Messrs. 
Garth & Weatherall to the lady. They 
were practically on the same terms as those 
executed by Mohini Mohan, the only differ- 
ence being that out of the balance of the 
profits of the property Rs. 2,400 a year were 
to be paid to the lady whereas in the case 
of Mohini Mohan, the balance of the profits 
was to bo divided half and half betweeq him 


and Messrs. Garth A Weatherall. Mohini 
Mohan appears to have been a leading banker 
at Dacca. He was an adult male and mixed 
in European and Indian societies. If he 
could not raise the loan on better terms, it 
13 not to be expected that the lady could 
do so herself It was under these oiroum- 

TheTraG he , d ° cuments executed. 

I he drafts were taken to Iswar Babu who 

was one of the leading Pleaders of Dacca 

un” T d 6r ff l6gal ^ dviS0r ' Be ‘'toMhed 
p the drafts, and interpreted them in 

Bengali to the lady. We do not think that 

the case of Annoda ilohun Rai Chowdhri v 
Bnuban Mohim Debt (1) re Iied upon on 

case In that PP6llan fE aPpHe3 to the P"*«nt 

read out fl , ° mort ^se bond was 

read out fluently (,. without stopping 

anywhere) to a purdanashin lady and there 

was no evidence to show that the document 

was explained to her at all. I n the present 

case the drafts (which are in English) were 

interpreted to Priyomoyee by reading 2 to 4 

mes at a time, and it took about 3 hours 

th' d rl T Te " ortwelve da ys afterwards 
the deeds were executed when they were 

again explained to her by giving 

substance of each of the deeds i„ Bengal 

&he was surrounded by her own people 

There was, as already stated her «i"r 

Babu Debendra Nath Das ( a Pleader. b £kZ 

and zemindar), and Kunja Behary her 

maternal uncle was also there and these two 

gentlemen used to look after her affair 

Her old servant Ganga Narain was also 

there. Babu Iswar Chandra Ghose, a Pleader 

of the fam. y, advised her and explained the 

drafts and the deeds to her, and the rever 

sionary heirs Mohini Mohan and Khetra 

Mohan were present at the execution of the 

deeds and were consenting parties to the 

arrangement. It is true that Babn To! 

Chandra was the Pleader of Mr. Garth aC 

and ,t is urged that he was not a proper’ 

person to advise the lady. It would have 

been better had some other Pleader been 

engaged for the purpose But as we have 

said, the terms were almost the same as 

those of the deeds executed by the Iadv , n 

brother-in law Mohini Mohan. Thmi o „ • 

the lady had only a widow’s inteS 

estate. Mohini Mohan and Kbetra Mohan 


(1) 28 C. 546; 11 M. L. J. 104; 28 I. A ?!• 5 P w 

N. 489; 3 Bora. L R. 386; 8 Sar. p, C. J, 08 (P* Q j 
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were the reversionary heirs and it was 
certainly their interest to proteot the estate 
which would ultimately come to them or to 
their heirs. They gave their consent and 
the consent is endorsed on the documents 
themselves. It is true the lady consented to 
the draft being adopted on the Pleader Iswar 
Babu assuring her that the deeds would not 
prejudice her. But having regard to the 
fact that her brother-in-law Mohini Mohan 
‘bad already entered into a similar arrange- 
ment, and no better arrangement could be 
'secured elsewhere, the Pleader cannot be 
"said to be wrong in saying what be said 
to the lady. The Pleader told the lady that 
the properties would come baok to her by 
1317. That no doubt was the expectation 
of the parties, but it was nothing more than 
this, that according to the scheme the debt 
due would be paid off by 1317, there was 
no guarantee that she would get back the 
'property if for any miscalculation or un- 
toward circumstances, the debt was not 
paid off by 1317. We will presently refer 
to what the lady said in later documents on 
^the point. It is contended, however, that 
there is nothing to show that the Pleader 
Iswar Babu explained to Priyomoyee, a young 
pardanashin lady, the position in whioh she 
was placing herself, that she oonld not 
dismiss Messrs. Garth A Weatherall, 
however fraudulent their conduct might be, 
unless the mortgagees were satisfied of such 
misconduct, that the mortgagees would not 
be accountable for any loss whioh might be 
due to the default or misconduct of Messrs. 
Garth & Weatherall and that such los9 
would fall upon herself; there is also nothing 
to show that the attention of the lady was 
drawn to the clause in the mortgage bond 
‘that a Receiver could be appointed with such 
powers of management as the mortgagees 
thought proper, nor is there anything to 
show that the Pleader told her that the 
power of sale and the olauso restraining 
alienation of the property by the mortgagor 
• was void in law. 

fr'J ’ \ 

It is no doubt true that the mere translat- 
ing deeds or communicating the substance 
thereof to a pnrdana&hin lady is not suffi- 

jT 1 e 

oient. But the evidence shows, as stated 
above, that the drafts were interpreted and 
explained to her by the Pleader Iswar Babu. 
The powers given to Messrs. Garth A 


concerned were expressly stated in the deeds, 
and if they were properly interpreted and ex- 
plained (and there is no reason to think that 
they were not) the lady became aware of the 
provisions. The clause restraining alienation of 
the mortgaged property is generally inserted 
in mortgage bonds in this country, though 
of course it does not prevent alienation subjeot 
to the rights of the mortgagee. 

The question of intelligent execution has 
been raised 24 years after the execution of 
the deeds. The Pleader who explained the 
deeds to the lady, Kunja Behary, her uncle 
and the reversionary heirs, Mohini Mohan 
and Khetra Mohan, are all dead. At this 
distance of time it cannot be expeoted that 
the witnesses should remember the details 
of what the Pleader stated to the lady 
and the witnesses Debendra Nath and Ganga 
Narain do not remember the words which 
the Pleader Iswar Babu used in interpreting 
the drafts or giving out the substance of 
deeds and are unable to give the details. 
But even assuming that the Pleader had not 
drawn the attention of the lady to all the 
provisions of the deed and to the precise 
position in which she was placing herself 
by appointing Messrs. Garth & Weatherall 
nominated by the mortgagees on the condi- 
tions stated in the mortgage deed and the 
deed of management, we do not think, 
having regard to the fact that her own 
brother-in-law Mohini Mohan had under 
similar circumstances to raise money by 
executing a mortgage and a deed of manage- 
ment on practically the same terms, that 
the Pleader’s advice on the matters referred 
to above would really have made any differ- 
ence in the result. 

No doubt it is difficult to explain an 
English mortgage specially to a purdanaskin 
lady, and had the deeds of mortgage and 
management stood alone, there might be 
force in some of the arguments addressed 
on behalf of the appellants, and we might 
have attached more importance to the fact 
that the lady agreed to the arrangement on 
her being assured that the estate would 
oome baok by 1317. But there are sub- 
sequent documents executed by the lady 
and they leave no room for doubt that she 
was aware of her position under the deeds. 
In 1897 she executed a deed of trust (R*. 
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Libit 7) in favour of Messrs. Garth 
Weatherall (by which the deed of manage 
ment was revoked), in which the deed of 
mortgage was referred to. The trust deed, 

• * • w « . 

which .fully set out the powers of manage- 
ment given to those gentlemen and which 
were more extensive than those given in the 
deed of management, was interpreted and 
explained to her by the Pleader Iswar Babu 
and the witness Kalidyal Ghose. This 

document, however, was also in English 

and is an elaborate one. But then she 
executed a deed of endowment on the 10th 
February 1 908, i. e ., about eighteen years after 
the deeds of mortgage and management were 
executed, there is a recital in it of the cir- 
cumstances under which deeds of mortgage 

• • • i i 

and management were executed, ..Then 

again, in Exhibit 2 (another deed of endow- 
ment) executed by the lady on the 24th 
December 1902, that is 12 years after the 
mortgage, there is also a recital of the 
arrangement entered into under the deeds 
of mortgage and management. It is stated 
in the latter deed that if no untoward 
circumstance intervened” the entire debts 
of her husband would have been liquidated 
in a short time and under that impression 
she had placed the management of the 
properties in the hands of two European 
gentlemen; but ,tl*at “unfortunately on account 
of various adverse circumstances intervening 
in the management of the properties” the 
allowance granted for her maintenance had 
been stopped since 1898. It appears, there- 
fore, that although the money payable under 
the mortgage had not been paid as stipulat- 
ed in the mortgage deed, and although her 
own allowance had been stopped for several 
years, there was no complaint in either of 
the said two documents that she had execut- 
ed the deeds of mortgage and management 
without properly understanding them. On 
the other hand, they go to show that the 
ladg&J waft* fully aware of the arrangement 
made.*by the deeds of mortgage and manage- 
ment. These, two deeds of endowment were 
iih» the Bengali language. There is evidence 
ttoi show 9 (and the evidence is one-sided) 
that they '-were read over and explained to 
her- and; she had the advice of her maternal 
uncle Kunja Behary and her relations and 
servants when she executed them. Babu 
Ananda Charan Roy, another leading Pleader 


of Dacca, appears to have been consulted in 
connection with the deed of endowment 
Exhibit 11. There is an endorsement on the 
deed by Khetra Mohan Das the then sole 
reversioner, which runs as follows: — “Having 
learnt and understood the contents of this 
deed with the advice of my well-wishers 
and friends and on a full consideration of 
my personal interests I give my full consent 
to this gift.” It was attested by the Pleaders 
Iswar Babu and Debendra Babu besides four 
other Pleaders and several other persons, 

and Exhibit 12 the second deed of endow- 

^ ' 

ment was also attested by Pleaders Debendra 
Nath apd Ananda Chandra, her servant 
Radha Ballav, her maternal uncle Kunja 
Behary and several other persons. Jt is true 
the lady died the day after she executed 
the deed of endowment Exhibit 12, but- no 
case was made in the Court below that she 
did not understand the contents of the deed. 
The lady died in 1902, so that she lived 
for twelve years after the execution of the 
mortgage. During all these years the deeds 
of mortgage and management were never 
challenged by the lady. On the contrary 
their validity was recognized by her in the 
deeds of endowment. Not only is that so, 
but the defendant No. 1 Sham Peary Dasya 
herself never challenged it before the present 
suit. Having regard to all these circum- 
stances, we are nf opinion that the first 
contention on behalf of the appellants must 
be overruled. 

The next question is whether the deed 
of mortgage was properly attested within 
the meaning of section 59 of the Transfer 
of Property Act. The deed bears the names 
of Mohini Mohan Das and Kunja Behary 
Da3 as attesting witnesses and there is an 
attestation clause which runs thus: — “Signed, 
sealed and delivered by the above-named 
Srimati Priyomoyee Dassi . in the presence 
of Kunja Behary Das and Mohini Mohan 
Das, and after the deed was read and ex- 
plained by Babu Iswar Chandra Ghose, 
Pleader, she being identified also by them, 
Mohini Mohun Das, Kunja Behary Das.” 
Both Mohini Mohan and Kunja Behary are 
dead. Babu Debendra Nath Das (Pleader) 
a cousin of Priyomoyee, in whose presence 
she executed the deed, has been examined on 
behalf of the plaintiffs. It is true he is not 
an attesting witness but he says that both 
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Mohini Mohan and Kunja Behary were 
present when Priyomoyee affixed her signa- 
ture on the deed. We are referred to a 
passage in his cross-examination where he 
said, Priyomoyee was in a south room where 
we all including Iswar Baba were, while 
he read the Exhibit 5 and gave out its 
purport somebody took the Exhibit 5 inside 
the south room and she signed it in my 
presence and in the presence of some others 
whom I forget.” It is contended on 
behalf of the appellant that as the witness 
says that she signed the deed in the 
presence of “ some others ” whose names he 
has forgotten, there is no evidence that 
she signed it in the presence of Mohini 
Mohan and Knnja Behary. A few lines 
after that, however, the witnesses says, 
“ Mohini Baba and Kunja Babu signed the 
Exhibit 5 as its witnesses in the room in 
which we all sat.” And the witness in his 
examination-in-ohief is positive in his state- 
ment that Priyomoyee signed the mortgage 
bond in the presence of Mohini Mohan, 
Kunja Behary and himself. The words 
“ some others ” must, therefore, be taken to 
refer to some persons other than Mohini 
Mohan and Kunja Behary. We are also 
referred to the evidence of Ganga Narain 
Bose where he stated, “Kunja Babu and 
Debendra took the deeds inside the room 
in which Priyomoyee was, to secure her 
signature thereon. Priyomoyee signed the 

mortgage deed at that time Iswar 

Babu, Kunja Babu and Mohini Babu signed 
the mortgage deed as its attesting witnesses.” 
It is contended that both the attesting wit- 
nesses Kunja and Mohini Mohan cannot be 
said to have been present when she signed 
the mortgage deed. But there is the posi- 
tive evidence of the Pleader Debendra Babu, 
and having regard to the distance of time 
at which the witnesses were giving their 
depositions no better evidence cn the point 
could reasonably be expected. There is no 
specific plea taken in the written statement 
that there was no proper attestation of the 
mortgage deed; but the sixth paragraph there- 
of in which the defendant put the plaintiff to 
prove the due execution of the mortgage may 
cover such a plea. However, having regard 
to the evidenoe adduced, we think it suffi- 
ciently proved that the mortgage deed was 
attested by the two witnesses Mohini Mohan 
and Kunja Behary. 


The third contention raises the question 
whether there was legal necessity for the 
whole amount. Legal necessity to the extent 
of Rs. 95,000 is admitted, that being the 
debt which was due under a bond executed 
by the husband of the lady in favour of Rup- 
lal and Raghunath Das; and the said debt 
was paid off out of the consideration for the 
mortgage bond advanced by the plaintiff 
Company. The only question, therefore,* is 
whether there was necessity for the balance 
namely Rs. 25,000. The evidenoe shows 
that out of one lac and twenty thousand Mr. 
Garth deducted his commission Rs. 12,000 
and paid the balance of Rs. 1,03,000 to 
Kunja Babu, the uncle of the lady. So there 
remains Rs. 13,000 to be accounted for. The 
mortgage deed in reciting the necessity for 
the loan refers to the debt created by the 
husband of the lady and “ also certain other 
moneys due to Sreemuty Syara Peary Dassya, 
the mother of the late Babu Lal Mohan Das, 
and which are the first charge upon the said 
estate.” It is contended on behalf of the 
appellant, first, that it is not shown that it 
was absolutely necessary for the lady to pay 
a commission of R 9 . 12,000 to Mr. Garth for 
raising the loan; and, secondly, that there 
were, in fact decrees obtained by Syam 
Peary which the lady had to pay and they 
were, in fact, paid out of the consideration. 
In dealing with the question of legal necessity, 
however, we must bear in mind that the then 
reversioners Mohini Mohan and Khetra 
Mohan gave their full consent to the mort- 
gage. There is an endorsement on the mort- 
gage bond which run9 as follows: — We, 
Mohini Mohan Da9 and Khetra Mohan Das, 
both having reversionary interest in the es- 
tates set out in the sohedule above written 
and being fully oognisant of the terms of the 
above mortgage deed, hereby notify that we 
consent to the same as being an arrangement 
necessary for the saving of the estate from 
sale and we agree to abide by tberterras 
thereof,” and the execution of this note was 
admitted by them before the Registrar. The 
consent given by the reversioners would 
certainly raise a presumption of the existence 
of the necessity [see Debi Pro$ad GhounViry 
v. Golap Bhagat (2)]. In the recent oase, 


( 2 ) fnd Cas. 273; 40 C. 721; 17 C, W. N. 701| 

17 c. 1. j. w, 
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Hari Kishen Bhagat v. Kashi Par shad Singh 
(3), the Judicial Committee observed that the 
requirement of the law that an alienation by 
a Hindu widow must be proved to have been 
made by her for valid and legal necessity, 
(the onus of proving which 'rests heavily on 
the alienee) may be fulfilled by proving the 
consent or concurrence of the reversioners to 
the transaction, whioh consent, however, must 
be established by positive evidence that upon 
an intelligent understanding of the nature 
of the dealings they concurred in binding 
their interests.” 

It is pointed out that Rs. 500 was paid to 
Khetra Mohan for obtaining his consent. 
But the more fact that Rs. 500 was paid to 
one of the reversioners does not, we think, 
rebut the presumption as to existence of the 
legal necessity arising from the consent given 
by reversioners. So far as the payment of 
Rs. 12,000 to Mr. Garth is concerned, we do 
not think it can be contended that there was 
no necessity for such payment. Mohini 
Mohan, the brother-in-law of the lady, only 
two months before raised a loan of 
Rs. 2,50,000 through Messrs. Garth & Wea- 
therall and he had to pay 10 per cent, com- 
mission to them. If Mohini Mohan had to 
pay that commission, it cannot be expected 
that the lady could raise the loan on payment 
of commission at a lower rate. The 10 per 
cent, commission, it must be remembered, 
included the costs of stamps, registration 
and other incidental expenses. However 
that may be, we think that, in the circum- 
stances, it cannot be said that there was no 
necessity for payment of the sum of 
Rs. 12,000 as commission. Then as to the 
payment of the deorees of Shyam Peary, it is 
true that the copies of the execution pro- 
ceedings have not been produced. But the 
plaintiffs have proved that the records of the 
execution cases brought by Shyam Peary had 
been destroyed, and were not in existence. 
The plaintiffs have also examined Ganga 
Narain Bose who was in the service of the 
lady, and he stated that Shyam Peary ob- 
tained five or six deorees for her mainte- 
nance against her sons or their representatives 
and that she bad realised all the debts from 

(3) 27 Ind. Cas. 674; 42 I. A. 64; 17 M. L. T. 115; 
19 C. W. N. 370; 13 A. L. J. 223; 2 L. W. 219; 21 C. L. 
J. 226; 28 M, L. J. 565; 17 Bom. L. R. 426; (1915) M. 

N. 511; 42 C. 876 (P. C.) ? 


Priyomoyee, Rs. 3,300 or 3,400. Rupees 1,500 
and 1,600 were paid to Shyam Peary in satis- 
faction of two decrees in his presence out of 
the moneys borrowed on the mortgage bond. 
It was the defendant Shyam Peary to whom 
these payments are said to have been made. 
Her servant Radha Bullav was actually 
present in Court and looking after the case on 
her behalf. But he was not examined nor 
any account books produced by her to show 
that the moneys were not paid to her in satis- 
faction of her decrees for maintenance. The 
ekrarnama , Exhibit A, dated the 29th Septem- 
ber 1877 shows that Rs. 150 per month was 
payable to Shyam Peary. It is more likely 
that she would proceed against her daughter- 
in-law and not against her son for realising 
the said annuity and the deed of endowment, 
Exhibit 11, executed by Priyomoyee states that 
Shyam Peary had obtained decree for a large 
sura of money due to her on account of her 
allowance against Mohini Mohan and others 
and was about to recover the money by exe- 
cuting it against herself alone. Having 
regard to the fact that the moneys due to 
Shyam Peary were recited in the mortgage 
bond as immediate, pressing necessity ” 
and that the reversioners who had full know- 
ledge of the terms gave consent to it as an 
arrangement necessary for saving the estate 
from sale, we think the evidence adduced on 
behalf of the plaintiff is sufficient for proving 
legal necessity. TheD, in the release, dated 
the 26th November 1908, executed by Shyam 
Peary herself in favour of Mr. Weatherall, 
there is an admission that Priyomoyee ob- 
tained a loan of Rs. 1,20,000 from the plain- 
tiff. There is a similar statement in the 
agreement executed by her in favour of 
Mr. Lockhart on the same day. Radha 
Ballav Das, her am-muktear y who was look- 
ing after the case on her behalf was a wit- 
ness to the deed of release and the deed was 
drafted by Babu Ananda Chandra Roy, 
Pleader, at the instance of the said Radha 
Ballav. The fact that Rs. 1,08,000 (after 
deducting the commission to Mr. Garth) was 
paid to the lady was never challenged during 
the lifetime of Priyomoyee; on the contrary, 
it was admitted by her in subsequent docu- 
ments and lastly by Shyam Peary herself in 
that deed of release. Having regard to the 
p ^sitive evidence and the circumstances, we 
tl|ink that the Court below is right in hold- 
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ing that there was legal necessity for the 
entire amount advanced under the mortgage. 

The next question is whether the annuity 
agreed upon to be paid to Shyam Peary is a 
charge upon the share of the estate which 
she inherited from her son Soshi Mohan, 
The ekrarnama executed by Mohini Mohan 
Das recites that there was some litiga- 
tion over the said share, that she was intend- 
ing to institute a regular civil suit for recovery 
of the share, and that she expressed her 
willingness to give Up her claim to the share 
on receipt of a monthly allowance of Rs. 150 
by executing a ladani to that effect. 
The operative part of the deed then states 
as follows : — “You shall receive Rs. 150 
net during your lifetime from the afore- 
said share, you shall not be able to make 
a gift, sale, bat, helm , of it. Myself and 
the succeeding executor shall pay you the 
aforesaid money every month and if I or 
they do not pay it you shall be entitled 
to recover it by suit from the share left 
by my aforesaid deceased brother.” 

It will he seen that the lady was to 
get the annuity from the aforesaid share , and 
entitled to recover it by suit from the 
share , and we have no doubt having regard 
to the terms of the deed that the annuity 
was made a charge upon the share. 
The only reason given by the learned 
Subordinate Judge for holding otherwise 
is that the property is not specified in 
the deed. Hut the property can be easily 
ascertained, and that being so, it does not 
matter that no schedule of property is given 
in the deed. In the case of Ramsidh Pande 
v. Balgobind (4), where the debtor had 
pledged all her “wealth and property” to 
her creditor, it was held that the maxim 
“ certum eat quod certum reddi potest'' applied, 
overruling the contention that the pro- 
perty was not described by metes and bounds 
or by name. 

The description is no doubt wide, but 
not uncertain. As pointed out by Cotton, 
L. J., in Montague v. Earl of Sandwich (5), 
I think it is an established rule, that 
where the covenant is to charge the real 
estate, which can be ascertained by existing 


(4) 9 A. 1 f»S; A. W. N. ( I ss7 ) I '); 5 I ml. Doc. (n s.) 

5HH 

I .(5) OSHG) 32 Oh. D. 625; 55 b. ,1. Oh. 0 5. 54 L. T. 

6Q2. 
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facts and circumstanoas, for example if 
there is a covenant to oharge all the real 
estate which a man has at a particular 
time, that covenant will itself make a 

i 

charge. But where the covenant i9 to 
oharge, not all or any definite portion of 
a man’s estate, but only that which is worth 
£1,000 a year, or which would be sufficient 
to secure 61,000 a year, then from the 
indefiniteness of the matter referred to there 
will be no charge unless an instrument is 
afterwards executed to give effect to the 
covenant; and it remains 9imply a covenant 
to be enforced as against the assets of 
the covenantor.” 

In some cases in our Court a general 
description of property has been held not 
to constitute a oharge. See Ounoo Singh v. 
Latnfut Hossain (6), Najibulla Mulla v. Eusir 
Mistri (7) and Jagatdhar Narain Prasad v. 
.4. M, Brown (S). But in the first case there 

f 

was merely a covenant not to alienate any 
property of the debtor until payment of 
the money advanced, and there were no 
expressions to indicate an intention to 
oharge any property. In the seoond it was 
observed that a charge can only be created 
where specific property is mentioned. But 
as pointed out in the Tagore Lsotures, 
1S76, at page 172 (foot note), “But this 
dictum seems to be based upon a misappre- 
hension of a passage in Sugden’s Vendors 
and Purchasers, to the effect that a cove- 
nant to convey and settle lands will not 
be a specific lien on the lands of the 
covenantor, a proposition which is deduced 
by the learned author from the case of 
Mornington v. Keane (9), vYhere there was a 
covenant merely to settle lands of a parti- 
cular value which, as pointed out by the 
Lord Chancellor, was a very different thing 
from a covenant to charge either the 
whole or a definite portion of a person’s 
estate. But the decision itself may per- 
haps be supported on the ground that 
there was no intention on the part of the 
grantor to create any charge whatever on 
his property.” 


(0) 3 C. 336; l C. L. R. 91; l Iiul. Deo. (x. s,) SOI. 
(7) 7 O. 196; S C. L. ». 454; 3 Ind. Dec. (x $ ) 675. 
(S) <3 C. 1133; 10 C. NY. X. 1010; 4 O. L. J. 121. 

■ 9) (1858) 2 Do G. £ J. *92; 27 L. J. $h. 791; 4 Jur. 
(x. s.) 981; 6 W. R. 434; 44 K. R. 1001; 119 R. R. 134. 
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In the third oase the bond stated that 
if the creditor failed to repay the loan 
the creditor would b? entitled to recover 
the debt by sale of “the Nyagaon Factory” 
and from “his (the debtor’s) person and 
other properties,” and it was held that it 
was a general admission of liability which 
was merely that the creditor could recover 
his debt as provided under the law and 
created no special lien on the Nyagaon 
Factory. y . 

It is to be observed that the question 
in all such oases is one of intention. In 
equity no charge can be created unless 
there is an intent to charge:” see Omrao 
Begum v. Secretary of State (10). 

It will further be observed that in all 
the above three cases the question raised 
was whether there was a mortgage which, 
under section 58 of the Transfer of Pro- 
perty Act, must be of “specific immoveable 
property,” and difficulty in such a case is 
likely to arise from a general description. 

In the last two cases noticed above the 
learned Judges relied upon the fact that 
the document was not registered in Book 
I (which is a register of documents relating 
to immoveable properties) but in Book IV 
as showing the intention of the parties not to 
create any charge. 

It is unnecessary, however, to discuss this 
question further, as in the present case 
the plaintiff admitted the existence of the 
charge in the mortgage deed itself. In 
stating the necessity for the loan taken by 
Priyomoyee, the indenture of mortgage 
states, “certain other moneys due to frhyam 
Peary Dasya the mother of the late Babu 
Lai Mohan Das and which are a first charge 

upon the said estate.” 

Then again in the plaint itself there is 
a clear and distinot admission by the 
plaintiffs themselves that, the annuity was 
a first charge. In the first paragraph of the 
plaint the plaintiffs refer to the moneys due to 
Shyam Peary as being “a first charge upon 
the estate of late Lai Mohan Das.” The 
plaintiffs, therefore, actually took the mort- 
gage subject to the charge. We are accord- 
ingly of opinion that the annuity of 
Rs. 1,800 a year in favour of Shyam Peary is 
a charge upon the share which she inherited 

(10) 19 I. A. 95; 19 C. 584; 6 Sar. P. C. J. 192: 9 
Jnd. Dec, (n. s.) 832 (P. C.). 
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from her son Lai Mohan, and that the 
plaintiffs’ mortgage is subject to that 
charge. 

• • 1 

The fifth question is whether the stipulation 
to pay interest at 9j per cent. i3 in the 
nature of a: penalty. The mortgage deed 
provided that interest at,. 9A per cent, was 
to be paid by equal half yearly payments, 
but that if the interest at the rate of 
per cent, was paid before the half yearly 
day appointed for payments of interest, 
the mortgagees shall accept the same in 
lieu and in satisfaction of interest at 

9i per cent. If the stipulation was to pay 
interest at 7 \ per cent., and on default of 
payment on a certain date interest was 
to be paid at 9| per cent, there is no 
doubt that it could be treated as a penalty. 
In the converse case it would not be a 
penalty according to English Law. In Wallis 
v. Smith (II) Jessel, M. R., referring to 
the rule of equity stated by Mr. Justice 

Heath in Hardy v. Martin (12), viz., that 

“It is a well-known rule in equity that 

if a mortgage covenant be to pay £ 5 per 

cent., and if the interest be paid on cer- 
tain dajs then to be reduced to £ 4 per 
cent., the Court of Chancery will not relieve 
if the early day be suffered to pass with- 
out payment ; but if the covenant be to 
pay £. 4 per cent., and if the party do 
not pay at a certain time, it shall be raised 
to .£ 5 per cent., then the Court of Chancery 
will relieve,” observed: “ It was settled 
so early as that, I am sorry that it was 
so settled, because anything more irrational 
than the docrine I think can hardly be 
stated. It entirely depended on form and 
not on substance.” 

On behalf of the defendants we were 
referred to the case of Union Bank of 
London v. Ingram (13) where Jessel, M. R., 
held that a mortgagee in possession is 
entitled on accounts being taken to charge 
the mortgagor with the higher rate of 
interest under a proviso in the mortgage 
deed for reduction of interest on punctual 
payment. In the case of Wallingford v. Mutual 

(11) (1882) 21 Ch. D. 243; 47 L. T. 389; 52 L. J. 
Ch. 145; 31 W. R. 214. 

(12) (1783) 1 Bro. C. C. 419» ; 28 E. It. 1214 

(13) (D81) 16 Ch. D. 53; 50 L, J. Ch. 74; 43 L. T, 
659; 29 W. R- 209, 
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Sotiety (14) Lord Hatherley observed (see 
page 702): — The form adopted long since — - 
I do not know whether it 1*9 still conti- 
nued or not — in mortgages was when you 
wished to reserve in reality interest at 4 
per cent, to reserve the interest by contract 
at 5 per cent., but to mitigate the severity 
of that contract in the event of the money 
being paid by a certain day. It is not a 
. penalty on non-payment (though it seems 
a fine distinction) when you say that your 
contract shall be made for interest at 5 
per cent., to b j reduced, in the event of 
your punctual payment, to 4 par cent.; but 
it is a relaxation of the terms of that 
original contract, not taking it by way of 
penalty at all, but a relax ition of your 
oontract which you would merit and pur- 
chase by paying at a definite and fixed 
time. If that definite and fixed time were 
exceeded, then the original contract revived 
in all its force. Sometimes mortgage deeds 
being somewhat unskilfully drawn, interest 
at 4 per cent, was reserved by the con- 
tract to bo raised to 5 per cent. if 
there was non-payment at a par- 

tioular day; and although that brings 
the case to an extremely fine and nice 
distinction, it all the better illustrates the 
rule which has been applied at all times 
by the Courts, with reference to this ques- 
tion of penalty. If there had been indulgence 
at any time upon given terms, as long as 
those terras are observed, the indulgence 
lasts. When those terms are departed from 
the indulgence at once fails, and the origi- 
nal contract is revived in full force.” The 
question appears to have been considered in 
two cases in this country. 

In the case of Kirti Chunter Chatterjee 
v. J. J. Atkinson (15) a sum of money 
was borrowed at a certain rate of interest 
Subsequently on a settlement of account 
between the parties it was agreed that a 
lower rate of interest would be chargeable 
on the amount remaining due, if paid within 
a certain date, but if not so paid the higher 
rate originally contracted for would be 
payable, and it was held that the stipulation 
for the payment of interest at the higher 
rate cannot be regarded as a penalty, that 

-.I. 

(15) 10 C. W, N. 640. 


being the rate contracted for. Maclean, G. 
J., observed:— “Then it is said that this 
provision as to a higher rate of interest 
by reason of default of payment on the 
31st Marob, was a penalty within section 
74 of the Contract Aot. I should have 
been glad if I oould have taken that view; 
but the authorities are against it. Here 
the higher rate of interest was only that 
originally payable under the bond : and 
the new bargain under the endorsement was 
merely a concession to the defendant, of 
which he failed to take advantage. This 
is not the case of a lower rate of interest 
being mentioned in the bond, with a pro- 
vision that, if the debt be not paid, a 
higher rate shall prevail as from the date 
of the loan. Here the higher rate was origi- 
nally contracted for; it cannot then be re- 
garded as a penalty.” 

In the case of Kutub ud-din Ahmad v. 
Bashir-ud-din{\t)), Stanley, C. J., after stating 
that according to the English authorities 
it is well settled that if a mortgagee sti- 
pulate for a higher rate of interest in default 
of punctual payment he must reserve the 
higher rate as the interest payable under 
the mortgage and provide for its reduction 
in case of punctual payment, and if he 
do so he will be entitled to reoover the 
higher rate, but that he oannot efiFeet his 
object by reserving the lowir rate and then 
fixing a higher rate in oase of non-payment 
of the lower rate at the appointed time, 
suoli an agreement being considered in 
equity aS ( in the nature of a penalty”, ob- 
served this rule is not altogether in- 
telligible”. He referred to the observation 
of Jessel, M. H., in Wallis v. Smith (II), 
quoted above, but he was of opinion that 
an agreement on the part of a mortgagee 
to aocept on punotual payment interest at 
a lower rate than the rate agreed to be 
paid was free from objection, and accordingly 
upheld the decree of the Court below whioh 
a warded the higher rate of inlerest. Banerji, 
was inclined to hold at the hearing 
of the appeal that the provision as to 
in erest was an attempt to circumvent the 
rule of law as to penalties but in the 
face of English authorities and in the 
absence of authority in this country to the 
contrary, agreed with Stanley, C. J. 

(16) 6 I ml. C»s. 635; 7 A. L. J. 394; 32 A. 443 . 
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If the question were res Integra , we would 
have been prepared to hold that there 
should be no distinction in principle bet- 
ween a stipulation to pay a certain rate 
of interest to be reduced to a lower rate 
on punctual payment, and a stipulation to 
pay a certain rate of interest to be raised 
to a higher rate in the event of non- 
payment of the interest punctually: the 
object being to ensure punctual payment, 
and not to settle the damages, it would 
be a penalty whatever might be the form 
in which the agreement is expressed. But 
it appears from the cases cited above that 
in England, it is settled law that where 
there is a contract to pay a higher rate of 
interest to be reduced to a lower rate on 
punctual payment, the stipulation to pay 
the higher rate is not a penalty. In the 
case of Union Bank of London v. Ingram 
(13) Jessel, M. R., allowed the higher rate 
of interest on default of punctual payment, 
though the learned Judge himself in the 
subsequent case observed that, “anything 
more irrational than the doctrine can hardly 
be stated. It entirely depended on form 
and not on substance.” In Wallingford v. 
Mutual Society (14) also Lord Hatherley, al- 
though referring to the distinction as an 
extremely fine and nice distinction”, held 
the stipulation to pay at the reduced rate 
in the event of punctual payment to be 
a relaxation of the original contract to 
pay at a higher rate, “not taking it by 
way of penalty at all, but a relaxation of 
the contract which the debtor would merit 
and purchase by paying at a definite and 
fixed time.” The two Indian cases cited 
above appear to have followed the rule of 
English Law, and Maclean, C. J., held in 
the case reported as Kirti Ohunder Chatter - 
jee v. J. J. Atkinson (15), that the stipu- 
lation to pay the higher rate was the 
original contract, and, therefore, was not 
a penalty. 

Now the question is, what was the real 
contract in the present case. Clause 1 (3) of 
the mortgage deed no doubt stipulated for 
the payment of interest at 9 t per cent, 
to be reduced to 71 per cent, on punctual 
payment, but the scheme for liquidation 
of the mortgage debt which is a material 
part of the deed shows that interest was 

calculated at 7| per cent. only. In con- 


struing a document effect should be given 
to all parts of it. I v ow taking clause 1 
(3) together with the scheme, it appears 
that the intention of the parties was that 
interest should be paid at 7 1 per cent., 
and on default at U per cent.; otherwise 
we would have expected the calculation of 
interest in the scheme at Si per cent., if 
that was the original contract.’ It* is 
true that interest at 9i per cent, was paid 
in the years in which there was default 
in punctual payment, but that by itself 
would not affect the rights of the parties 
under the contract, if the payments were 
made under a mistake as to their rights 
under the contract, and the payments made 
by Messrs. Garth & Weatherall can be 
of very little value, if any, on the question 
of intention of the mortgagors them- 
selves. 

Section 74 of the Indian Contract Act 
does away with the distinction between 
penalty and liquidated damages and under 
the section as amended by Act VI of 
1899, the Court has the power to grant 
relief if the contract contains any stipulation 
by way of penalty. It is true the con- 
tract in the present case was entered into 
before the amendment, but the amendment 
does not appear to have made any real 
change in the law, the only difference 
being that if the stipulation is penal, relief 
can now be granted *nder the provisions 
of the section and it is not necessary for 
Courts to resort to their equitable jurisdic- 
tion in order to grant relief. 

The mortgagees, however, are entitled 
to reasonable compensation for non-pay- 
ment of interest punctually. But 2 per 
cent, does not represent the damages which 
the creditor suffered for non-payment of 
the interest on the date fixed. The reason- 
able compensation to which he is entitled 
would be the interest on 7j per cent, 
interest in respect of payments not punctually 
made. We accordingly hold that the plaint- 
iffs are entitled to interest upon interest at 
the rate of 7l per cent, from the date of the 
bond up to the date which may be fixed for 
payment. 

The last question is whether Messrs. Garth 
& Weatherall were the agents of the mort- 
gagor or the mortgagees and whether it is 
competent to a mortgagee in this country to 
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nominate and appoint an agent to manage the 
mortgaged properties and at the same time 
relieve himself from the liability to which 
a mortgagee is subject when he enters into 
possession of the mortgaged properties. 

We have, therefore, to see whether or not 
under the terms of the mortgage, Messrs. 
Garth Weatherall became agents of the 
mortgagor or the mortgagees. If they were 
the agents of the mortgagees, the latter would 
be bound to accountas mortgagees in possession 
and must bear the loss, if any, caused by 
Messrs. Garth & Weatherall as if they had 
actually entered into possession. 

Mortgage deeds in the English form gener- 
ally contain an appointment of, or a power 
for the mortgagee to appoint a person to be 
Receiver of the mortgaged premises, by means 
of which mortgagees are able to obtain the 
benefit of possession without its disadvant- 
ages. 

It is contended on behalf of the appellant 
that this practice should not be recognized 
in this country. It is further contended that 
having regard to the provisions of the mort- 
gage deed even in England the Receiver 
would be treated as agent of the mortgagee. 
Lastly, it is contended that whatever the 
English Law may be on the subject, having 

• w 

regard to the deed Q.f mortgage: in this case, 
the mortgagees cannot be heard, to say, .that 
Messrs, Garth & Weatherall were not their 
agents. u . - 

The manner in which mortgagees in 
England acquired the power of appointing a 
person to be the Receiver of the mortgaged 
premises was traced by Lord Justice Rigby 
in the case of (Haskell v. Gosling (17). The 
learned Judge pointed out that having regard 
to the exceptional severity with which a 
mortgagee in possession was treated in a 
suit for redemption and made to account, the 
Court favoured any means which would 
enable the mortgagee to obtain the advant- 
ages of possession without its drawbacks, and 
observed: Mortgagees began to insist upon 
the appointment by the mortgagor of a Re- 
ceiver to receive the income, keep down the 
interest on incumbrances, and hold the 
surplus, if any, for the mortgagor, and to 
stipulate often that the Receiver should have 
extensive powers of management. Presently 
mortgagees stipulated that they them- 

(17) (18%) 1 Q. 13.060; 06 L. J. (J. B. 436. 


- jrw*r !§» • 

selves should in place of the mortgagor 
appoint the Receiver to act as the mortgagor’s 
agent. This made no difference in the Re- 
ceiver’s position, and imposed no liability on 
the mortgagee appointing. Though it was 
the mortgagee who in fact appointed the 
Receiver, yet in making the appointment the 
mortgagee acted, and it was the object of the 
parties that he should act, as the agent for the 
mortgagor. Lord Cranworth in Jefferys v. 
Dickson (18) stated the doctrine of the Courts 
of Equity on the subject to the effect follw- $ 
ing. The mortgagee, as agent of the mort- 
gagorjappointed a person to receivethe income, 
with directions to keep down the interest of 
the mortgage, and to account for the surplus 
to the mortgagor as his principal. These 
directions were supposed to emanate, not from 
the mortgagee, but from the mortgagor; and 
the Receiver, therefore, in the relation between 
himself and the mortgagor, stood in the posi- 
tion of a person appointed by an instrument 
to which the mortgagee was no party. Lord 
Cranworth in the case referred to was speak- 
ing of a mortgage of lands; but the same doc- 
trine applies to all kinds of property, being 
founded, as it is, not upon any considerations 
peculiar to the law of real property, but Q P°P 
the contract between the debtor, who gives and 
the creditor who takes the security.* Of course 
the mortgagor cannot of his own will revoke 
the appointment of a Receiver, or that ap.- 
pointment would b9 useless.” 

The grounds urged on behalf of the appel- 
lant in support of the contention that the 
practice should not be followed in this oountry 
are as follows: — In England a landowner has 
always an attorney at his elbow, and can 
take care of himself, whereas in this country 
mortgagors generally are helpless. The 
power of sale which the mortgagee 
possesses in England is recognized in this 
country only in a limited form under section 
09 of the Transfer of Property Act, and the 
proviso to that section shows that a Receiver 
in this country except in exceptional oases is 
an agent of the person appointing him. The 
law on the subject in Englaud is due to the 
practice of English convey anoers adopted to 
get rid of the responsibility of mortgagees 
and the practice itself is not very old. Sec- 
tion 69 of the Transfer of Property Act goes 

% 

(18) (1806) 1 Ch. 1S3 at p. 190; 85 L. J. Oh. 376| 
12 Jur. (n. $.) 281; 14 L. T. 208; 14 W. B. 322. 
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to negative the existence of such a practice 
in this country. In America there is conflict 
of authority on the question whether a mort- 
gagee who nominates and procures the ap- 
pointment of a Receiver is responsible for his 
default. See Jones on Mortgage, 6th Edition, 
section 1537A. Even in England in 1811 , in 
the case of Hutchinson v. Masareene (19), the 
trustees were treated as the agents of the 
mortgagees and the losses caused by the 
trustees were held to fall upon the creditor. 
.That appears to have been the law in England 
before the practice, to which Rigby, L. J., 
refers, had grown up. 

There is a good deal of force in these argu- 
ments. A private Receiver deriving his 
power from the appointment of a mortgagee 
is almost unknown to Indian people. (See 
Woodroffe on Receivers, 2nd Edition, page 
167.) No case in which a private Receiver, 
deriving his power from the appointment of 
a mortgagee, has come up to the Courts of 
this country and the question is one of con- 
siderable - importance and requires careful 
consideration. We think, however, that it 
will be unnecessary to decide this question in 
the present case, if as contended on 
behalf of the respondent, Messrs. Garth & 
Weatherall were appointed by the mortgagor 
and were agents of the mortgagor and acted 
as such. 

In support of the ■ contention that under 
oircumst&mteS' similar to those of the present 
case the Receiver is treated as an agent of 
the mortgagee even in England, reliance is 
pladed on the cases Vimbcs Ltd., In re (20), 
'Robinson Printing Co. v. Chic Ltd. (21) 
and Deys v. Wood (22). In these cases the 
appointment of the Receiver was made by 
the mortgagees and in the deed of mortgage. 

In the first case powers were given to the 
Receiver to enter into compromise in the 
interests of the mortgagees and to sell the 
mortgaged property or concur in selling it. 
There was nothing said about the Receiver 
keeping down the interest, there was no 

direction to him to pay any surplus over to 

\ 

(19) (1811) 2 Ball. & Beaty. 49. 

(20) (1900) 1 Ch. 470; 69 L. J. Ch. 209; 82 L. T. 597; 
48 W. R. 520; 8 Manson 101. 

(21) (1905) 2 Ch. 123; 74 L. J. Ch. 399; 93 L. T. 262; 
63 W. R. 681; 12 Manson 314; 21 T. L. R. 446. 

(22) (1911) 1 K. B. 806; 80 L. J. K. B. 553; 104 L. 
•J?. 404; 18 Manson 229. 


the mortgagor, and nothing was said about 
the Receiver being the agent of the mort- 
gagor. It was under these circumstances that 
Cozens Hardy, J., observed: It is remark- 

able that that power differs in almost every 
material respect from the ordinary power 
which is given to mortgagees. There is 
nothing to say that the Receiver is to be the 
agent of the mortgagor, who is solely to be 
responsible for his acts and defaults, as in the 
Conveyancing Act. There is nothing what- 
ever to say what lie is to do with moneys 
which he receives. There is no direction to 
him to keep down the interest on the mort- 
gage, or pay any arrears or surplus over to 
the mortgagor. There are none of those 
provisions one finds in an ordinary receiver* 
ship deed, and it does seem to me that the 
Receiver in these circumstances was t’ e 
agent of the persons who appointed him, not 
the agent of the mortgagor; and it follows 
from that, of course, that the debenture 
holders themselves would be answerable for 
all the faults and omissions of the Receiver.” 

In the second case debentures gave power 
to the holders to appoint a Receiver to take 
possession of the assets, carry on the business, 
sell the property, make any arrangements He : 
should think expedient in the interest of' 'the 
debenture holders and apply in«-a« Specked 
way the moneys received, but they did not 
provide that the Receiver was to be the agent 
of the mortgagors. . 

Warrington, J., observed that there is no 
general rule of law as to the position of the 
Receiver and referring to the observation of 
Cran worth, L. C., in Jefferys v. Dickson (18), 
said: “The Loid Chancellor is there dealing 
with a Receiver appointed under the ordinary 
power, that is to say, either by the mortgagor 
himself in pursuance of provisions in the 
mortgage deed or by the mortgagee under 
similar provisions, or under the Act then sub- 
sisting — namely, Lord Cranworth’s Act. In 
all these case3 there was an express provi- 
sion that the Receiver should be the agent 
of the mortgagor. See the remarks of Rigby, 
L. J., in Gaskell v. Gosling .(17)” and held 
following Vimbos Limited , In re (20) that the 
Receiver was not the agent of the mortgagor. 

In the third case also there was no provi- 
sion that the Receiver shall be the agent of 
the mortgagor. He was to have power not 
only to take possession of the property and 
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to carry on the business, but he was to sell 
the property comprised in the debentures. 
He might make any arrangements in the 
interest of (he debenture holders and finally 
any moneys in his hands were to be applied 
in satisfaction of the debenlures. Scrutton, 

J., observed, “if he exercises his power to sell, 
it must be by virtue of and for the purpose 
of realizing the charge created by the 
debentures; the business is carried on for the 
sole benefit, so far as the provisions of the 
document are concerned, of the debenture 
holders, and in my opinion, having regard to 
all the points I have mentioned, he is their 
agent.” As pointed out by Farwell, L. J , 
(in the course of argument in the Court of 
Appeal), it was not like an ordinary receiver- 
ship deed nhich provides for the payment of 
any surplus, beyond what is necessary to 
satisfy what is due to the mortgagee, to those 
who may be entitled to it; the proceeds of any 
assets were apparently payable under it to the 
debenture holders only. At page 821 , V aughan 
Williams, J , observed that the object of the 
appointment of the Receiver was really the 
sale and realization of the security to the 
satisfaction of the debenture debts, and the 
provisions went to show that it was intended 
that the Receiver should be Receiver on behalf 
of the mortgagees and not on behalf of the 
mortgagors. 

The present case is distinguishable from the 
above three cases on the following grounds: — 

(1) . The managers, though nominated by 
the mortgagees, were not appointed by them. 

(2) . The mortgagees were not parties to 
the deed of appointment, and the managers 
were no parties to the deed of mortgage. 

(3) . There was a direction to the 
managers to keep down the interest and to 
apply the income as laid down in the deed of 
mortgage. 

(4) . There was a destination as to the 
surplus (if any) of the income, (a) in the 
case of Priyomoyee (after payment of 
Rs. 2,400 to her) to the managers themselves 
as part of their remuneration over and above 
the 15 per cent , and (b) in the case of Mohini 
Mohan one half to the managers and the 
other half to the mortgagor himself; and no 
portion of the surplus was to go to the mort- 
gagees in either case. 

It may ho pointed out here that 
in Hutchnuun v. Lord Mu screen e (19) 


cited before rs, the trustees were appointed 
by the creditors who had obtained the power 
of appointment from Lord Ma6erene; the 
latter did not appoint the trustees nor had he 
any power to remove them and it was accord- 
ingly held that the loss occasioned by the, 
default of the trustees should fall upon the 
creditors who appointed them. In Qaskell 
v Gosling (17) also it appears that it was the 
trustees of the debenture holders who 
appointed the Receiver and had the power to 
remove him without notice to the mortgagors, 
although the Receiver under the terms of the 
agreement was to be the agent of the mort- 
gagors who were to be liable for his aots and 

defaults. 

We have next to see whether under the 
deed of mortgage Messrs. Garth & Weather- 
all became the ageDts of the mortgagees or of 
the mortgagor. 

Now, paragraph IV of the mortgage deed 
contemplates possession by the mortgagor, 
“until the mortgagees shall enter into and 
take possession of the mortgaged premises.” 
Paragraph VI (2) provides for payment of 
the Government revenue and other charges 
by the mortgagor, and the production of the 
receipts of payment by the mortgagor to the 
mortgagees, and paragraph VII deals with 
the management of the property and sets 
forth the provisions relating to management 
“until the mortgagees shall enter into and take 
possession of the mortgaged premises.” We 
will deal with these provisions later on. Bet 
in the first place, Messrs. Garth A Weatherali 
were to manage the mortgaged premises 
(without any interference by the mortgagor) 
so long as they fulfilled the terms and con- 
ditions, and in the event of their death, 
resignation or dismissal of either of them, by 
the survivor of them, or failing such survivor 
by another . qualified manager who would 
be nominated by the mortgagees provided 
that any manager subsequently so appointed 
by the mortgagees shall, if required by the 
mortgagor, give security for the proper 
performance of bis duty and management. 
It thus appears that the first managers 
(Messrs. Garth A Weatherali), though 
nominated by the mortgagees, were appointed 
by the moitgagor. Messrs. Garth A 
Weatherali were no parties to the mortgage 
deed, the indenture being between the mort- 
gagor and the Company (the mortgagees) 
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The mortgagees again were no parties to the 

deed of appointment which was between the 

mortgagor and Messrs. Garth A Weather- 
all. 

We were referred on behalf of the appel- 
lant to Key and Elphinstone’s Precedents in 
Conveyancing, 10th Edition, Vol. II, page 81, 
where the specimen form shows that the 
appointment is made by the mortgagor with 
the concurrence of the mortgagee as indicat- 
ing that the mortgagees are no parties to it, 
and there is a proviso (see page 84) that the 
Receiver shall be deemed to be in all respects 
the agent of the mortgagor, and that the 
mortgagee shall not under any circumstances 
be answerable for any loss or misapplication 
or default, etc., of the Receiver. But the 
passage at page 83 (bottom), “and the 
Receiver covenants with the mortgagee and 
also as aseparate covenant with the borrower,” 
and the passage at page 85, “in consonance 
with the premises the borrower with the con- 
currence of the mortgagee hereby appoints 
the Receiver,” show that the mortgagee is 
also a party to the appointment. 

The form given in Davidson’s Precedents 
and Forms at page 1016 shows that the mort- 
gagor, the mortgagee and the Receiver are 
all parties to the deed of mortgage. That 
form is one in which the Receiver is appoint- 
ed by the mortgage deed itself, and the 
Receiver is, therefore, a pirfcy to it. There 
are other forms in which the Receiver is 
appointed by a separate deed, which is mere 
convenient. A form where the appointment 
is made by a sop irate deed contemporaneously 
with the deed of mortgage is given at page 
287 of Key and Elphin3tone, and that shows 
that the parties are (I) the mortgagor, (2) 
the mortgagee, and (3) the Receiver. See 
also Prideaux’s Precedents, Volume I, page 
781, where the appointment is made by the 
mortgage deed itself and page 1015 where 
the appointment is made by a separate deed; 
Wood and Jarman’s Conveyancing, Volume 
II, pages 158-159; Encyclopaedia of Forms 
and Precedents, Volume IX, page 210 (see 
page 912, clause 4). 

It appears, therefore, from all the forms 
that the mortgagee and the Receiver are 
parties to the deed of mortgage and to the 
deed of appointment, and the reason why it 
is stated that the Receiver is to be deemed 
the agent of the mortgagee” appears to be 


that the mortgagee being a party to the 
deed, a question may arise that he is the 
agent of the mortgagee 

In the present case, however, such a ques- 
tion does not arise. As already stated Messrs. 
Garth A Weatherall are no parties to the 
mortgage deed, nor are the mortgagees 
parties to the deed of appointment. 

Paragraph VII, clause (2), of the deed of 
mortgage lays down the powers of manage* 
ment conferred upon the managers more 
fully detailed in the deed of management, 
which will be presently referred to. The 
main provisions in the deed, which are 
relied upon on behalf of the appellant as 
showing that Messrs. Garth & Weatherall 
were the agents of the mortgagor, are as 
follows: — 

( 0 That the managers shall not be liable 
to dismissal except for misconduct or 
neglect of duty or of the terms of the deed 
proved to the satisfaction of the mortgagees. 

(2) The managers shall at all times render 
to the mortgagees all such information and 
accounts as shall be called for, and specially 
for the purpose of any audit or sorutiny which 
the mortgagees may think necessary at any 
time. 

(3) For the purpose of satisfying and in- 
forming themselves as to the management of 
the mortgaged premises or as to the circum- 
stances thereof or for the purpose of any 
audit or scrutiny, the mortgagees may from 
time to time and at any time call for and 
require to have furnished to them by the 
managers for the timo being a statement of 
the then existing rent roll of the mortgaged 
premises and the production of all documents 
required to verify the same. 

The provisions relating to the appointment 
by the mortgagees of a manager in the event 
of the mortgagor failing to execute powers of 
attorney or other deeds which might be 
necessary to enable the manager for the time 
being to carry on the management, and those 
relating to the appointment of a Receiver will 
be dealt with later on. 

The first provision referred to above is that 
the mortgagor shall have no power of dis- 
missal except for misconduct or default 
proved to the satisfaction of the mortgagees. 

It :doe3 not appear reasonable that the 
manager should be nominated by the mort- 
gagees and the mortgagor will have no power 
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to dismiss him without the concurrence of 
the mortgagees, even if he is guilty of 
misconduct. But apparently the plaintiffs, 
an English Company, did not agree to ad- 
vance the loan, except upon the conditions 
that the mortgaged property would be 
managed by persons in whom they had 
confidence. It was not only Priyomoyee, but 
Mohini Mohan also agreed to have the loan 
on that condition, which is expressly stated 
in the deeds. It is true, as observed by Lord 
Macnaghten in Samuel v. Jar rah Timber and 
Wood Paving Corporation Ltd.( 23), Necessitous 
men are not truly free men”, and that observa- 
tion applies with much greater force in this 
country but at the same time the mortgagees 
had to safeguard their interest and to see 
that the estate was managed by persons 
whom they trusted, in order to ensure the 
payment of the interest and the principal 
according to I he sliding scale as provided in 
the bond. If under these circumstances the 
mortgagees made it a condition that the 
estate must be managed by particular persons 
and the mortgagors agreed to it and acted 
upon it for about 18 years, it cannot now be 
urged that the managers must be treated as 
Agents of the mortgagees on the ground that 
the contract was an unreasonable one. 
Besides although the managers could not be 
dismissed even for misconduct without the 
concurrence of the mortgagees, it does not 
follow that the mortgagees could arbitrarily 
refusa'to be satisfied even if there was mis- 
conduct on the part of the managers. The 
mortgagor was not given an absolute power 
of dismissal, but a power reserved to the 
mortgagor to dismiss the manager at the 
will of the mortgagor would defeat the very 
object of the provisions. If the mortgagor 
had such a power, the manager could be 
dismissed the very next day. The object 
being to secure regular payment of the 
interest and principal as provided in the 
scheme, the parties agreed to have the estate 
managed by persons in whom the mortgagees 
had confidence without interference by the 
mortgagor, and it was necessary, therefore, to 
restrict the power of the mortgagor to dismiss 
the managers unless the mortgagees wore 
satisfied of such misconduct, and, therefore, 

with their concurrence. But because their ap- 
(23) <190-0 A. C. 323 at p. 327; 73 L. J. C\x. 520; 52 
W. It. 673; 90 L. T. 731; 20 T. L. U. 536; 11 Mnnson 

376. 


pointment was irrevocable except as provided 
for in tbe deed it does not follow that they 
ceased to be the agents of the mortgagor: 
and it is to be observed that the mortgagees 
had no power of dismissing Messrs. Garth 
& Weatherall, except as provided in clause 
6 and in paragraph "VIII, which relates to 
the appointment of a Receiver and which will 
be dealt with later on. 

Under the 2nd and 3rd provisions referred 
to above, Messrs. Garth & Weatherall were 
bound to render such information and ac- 
counts as might be called for by the mort- 
gagees for the purpose of satisfying them- 
selves as to the management or for audit 
or scrutiny which they may think necessary 
and to submit statements of rent roll of the 
estate and documents for verifying the same, 
if so required by the mortgagees. This, 
however, appears only for the information of 
the Company as to how the mortgage estate 
was being managed and for scrutiny if the 
Company required the account. It does not 
appear that the managers were to account to 
the mortgagees in the same manner as an 
agent is liable to render accounts to his 
principal and which Messrs. Garth A 
Weatherall covenanted to render to Priyo- 
moyee, as appears from the deed of appoint- 
ment. The mortgagees in order to protect 
their interests were interested in seeing that 
the revenue and other charges were regularly 
paid, and the rents and profits duly applied 
in payment of the principal and interest ah 
laid down in the mortgage deed, and in 
order to satisfy themselves of the same they 
reserved the power of calling for information 
and accounts and for auditing the same if 
thought necessary by them. We do not 
think it was intended to reserve to the Com- 
pany any direct control over or power of 
interfering with the management of estate, 
but the provisions appear to have been made 
for the protection of their interest and only 
as a check to prevent any mismanagement 
or misapplication by the managers. The 
mortgagees could not sue Messrs. Garth A 
Weatherall if the latter refused to account 
to the former, except through the mort- 
gagor. 

On the other hand, the deed of manage- 
ment to which the mortgagees were no 
parties shows that Messrs, Garth A 
Weatherall were appointed managers by 
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Priyomoyee. It recites that it was one of 
the conditions on which the Company agreed 
to advance the loan that she should appoint 
Messrs. Garth & Weatherall as managers 
of the estate, which was to be managed 
entirely by them without any interference 
by her. Those persons were accordingly 
appointed her managers, attorneys and agents 
to collect the rents and profits in her name, 
and the powers of management set forth in the 
deed were to be exercised in her name and 
for her benefit but without any interference 
by her. They were to get a commission of 
15 per cent, on the gross collections, which 
was to cover all charges of management and 
collections including- costs of litigations for 
realizing rents. They were to keep down 
interest, pay Rs. 12,600 a year to the mort- 
gagees as provided in the mortgage deed, and 
Rs. 2,400 a year to the mortgagor (Priyo- 
moyee) and they were to get the balance of 
the income, if any, as their remuneration in 
addition to the 15 per cent. 

The deed further provided that the mana- 
gers were faithfully to account to Priyomoyee, 
keep books of account which shall be open 
to her inspection, and once every year, if so 
required, furnish to her a clear statement 
of the income and expenditure of the estate, 
but that they were not to be dismissed or 
removed from the office of manager except 
with the written consent of the mortgagees. 

It will be seen, therefore, that it was Pri- 
yomoyee who appointed Messrs. Garth <fe 
Weatherall though they were nominated by 
the mortgagees, and they were to act as her 
agents and exercise all the powers of manage- 
ment in her name. They were to keep books 
of account open to her inspection and faith- 
fully to account to her. There was no such 
covenant with the mortgagees. That being 
so, the mere fact that Messrs. Garth & 
Weatherall were, under the terms of the 
mortgage deed, liable to submit to the 
mortgagees all such information and accounts 
as might be called for by them for the pur- 
pose of satisfying themselves as to the proper 
management of the mortgaged premises or 
for the purposes of auditing and scrutiny, if 
thought necessary by them, did not constitute 
them agents of the mortgagees. As already 
stated, the mortgagees had no power of dis- 
missing Messrs. Garth & Weatherall, and 
all that the mortgagees were entitled to get 
was Rs. 12,600 a year as provided in the 


mortgage deed, and the balance of the profits, 
if any were to go to Messrs. Garth & 
Weatherall as part of their remuneration 
and, therefore, as agents of the mortgagor. 
In the case of Mohini Mohan, half of the 
surplus profits were to go to him, and the 
other half to the managers. The mortgagees 
were not to get anything over and above 
Rs. 12,600 a year. Having regard to all the 
provisions of the deed of mortgage and 
management we think that Messrs. Garth & 
Weatherall were the agents of the mortgagors. 

There was no provision in the deed of 
mortgage that Messrs. Garth & Weatherall 
were to account to Priyomoyee and that is 
because they were no parties to it. It was 
necessary, however, to provide in the deed of 
mortgage that the managers would be liable 
to submit information and accounts to the 
mortgagees if required by them, because the 
latter, in the absence of any authority from 
the mortgagor, would have no power to cadi 
for the same from the managers, and they 

(the mortgagees) were no parties to the deed 
of appointment. 

It is pointed oub that it is not expressly 
stated in the mortgage deed that Messrs. 
Garth & Weatherall were to be the agents 
of the mortgagor, but such a statement is 
necessary where, as in the English cases 
cited before us, both the mortgagee and the 
Receiver are parties to the deed. Here 
Messrs. Garth & Weatherall were appoint- 
ed by Priyomoyee alone by a separate deed 
of appointment to which the mortgagees were 
no parties, and all the provisions of the deed 
show that they were to be agents of hers 
only. It was unnecessary under these cir- 
cumstances to make an express statement 
that they were to be the agents of the mort- 
gagor. 

Paragraph VI LI of the mortgage deed pro- 
vided that if the manager for the time being 
failed to apply any part of the rents and profits 
as provided in the deed, then the mortgagees 
would be able to appoint any person, upon 
such salary and remuneration and with such 
powers of management as they shall think fit 
to be Receiver of the rents and profits of the 
mortgaged premises and the mortgagees would, 
at their absolute discretion, be able from 
time to time to suspend, remove or dismiss 
any Receiver in his place, and that the mort- 
gagees shall not incur any personal liability 
in respect of or be personally answerable for 
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any loss or misapplication of the rents or 
profits of the mortgaged premises or any 
part thereof by reason of any default, neglect 
or misappropriation of any manager or Re- 
ceiver. It was further provided that any 
Receiver appointed as aforesaid shall be forth- 
with discharged by the mortgagees, and the 
mortgaged premises shall be again managed 
as hereinbefore provided by a manager upon 
the mortgagor making good the deficiency or 
default in consequence of which the Receiver 
*as appointed, and upon the mortgagor pay- 
ing all the expenses incurred in connection 
with the appointment and during the em- 
ployment of the Receiver.” This clause 
makes clear the distinction between a Recei- 
ver who could be appointed and dismissed by 
the mortgagees (though the latter would not 
be liable for his default or misapplication) 
and a manager who was to be appointed by 
the mortgagor and into whose management 
the estate was to revert on the mortgagors 
making good the deficiency which led to the 
appointment of the Receiver by the mort- 
gagees. Clause G of paragraph VII provided 
for the dismissal of the manager by the 
mortgagee, if the mortgagor failed to execute 
powers of attorney or other deeds in order 
to enable the managers to properly carry on 
the management. It will be seen that clause 
VIII related to the appointment of a Receiver 
by the mortgagees only in certain events, 
and only then they could exercise the ab- 
solute powers given to them. So long as 
they fulfilled the conditions, Messrs. Garth 
4 Weatherall could not be removed by the 
mortgagees. 

The mortgagees, however, never appointed 
a Receiver, and the provisions relating to the 
power of the mortgagees to appoint a Re- 
ceiver never came into operation, nor did the 
contingency contemplated in clause 6 of 
paragraph VI l ever arise. If they had, the 
questions raised on behalf of the appellant, 
viz., whether in such a case the Receiver 
should be treated as agent of the mortgagor 
or the mortgagees and whether the English 
Law on the point should be followed in this 
country, would have required consideration. 
As it is, so far as Messrs. Garth 4 Weather- 
all wer concerned, we think that they were 
agents of the mortgagor. It will be observed 
that Messrs. Garth 4 Weatherall were to 
get 15 per cent, on the gross collection as 


their commission and the remainder of the 
income (after payment of the amounts speci- 
fied in the deed of management) by way of 
remuneration in addition to the said 15 per 
cent., whereas in England the Receiver’s com- 
mission does not exceed 5 per cent, under 
the Statute, but the mortgagees were to get 
nothing beyond their principal and interest. 

It also appears that in some respects the 
powers given to Messrs. Garth 4 Weather- 
all were more extensive than those whioh a 
Receiver has in England. It may have been 
imprudent to appoint them on such terms 
and with such powers, but that cannot affect 
the construction of the deeds nor make them 
agents of the mortgagor. 

The evidence shows that Messrs. Garth 
4 Weatherall were treated and acted as 
agents of the mortgagors. After the death 
of Mohini Mohan, Sham Peary made an 
application for Letters of Administration. 
Thereupon Messrs. Garth 4 Weatherall 
made a petition to the District Judge of 
Dacca on the ldth January 1897 (see Exhibit 
B), in whioh they stated that accounts had 
been rendered from time to time to Mohini 
Mohan up to the end of 1301, that Mohini 
Mohan had been in the habit of taking ad- 
vances from them and that he had overdrawn 
Rs. 12,844. On account of such advances, 
and for the reasons stated in the petition they 
prayed that a Receiver or Administrator might 
be appointed of the moveables and also 
immoveable properties other than those 
under the management, as the estate was 
likely to suffer loss and damage if left in 
the hands of Sham Peary, his heiress. A 
similar application was made by the Bank 
of Bengal (Dacca Branch) as a creditor 
of the deceased for the appointment of 
a Reoeiver. It appears from the order of 
the District Judge, dated the 29th January 
1897, passed upon that petition that Sham 
Peary in showing cause stated that no 
adjustment of accounts since the year 1301 
had been made with the managers. So 
the adjustment of accounts up to that 
year was admitted. The Distriot Judge 
appointed the Nazir of his Court as Ad- 
ministrator. The order sheet (Order No. 
7, dated the lGth February 18^7) shows 
that accounts were tiled by Messrs. 
Garth 4 Weatherall, and the Administrator 
was directed to examine them. All this goes to 
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show that at that time both Sham Peary and 
Garth & Weatherall proceeded on the 
footing that the latter were accountable to 
the mortgagor. If they were the agents of 
the mortgagees, the mortgagor or his Ad- 
ministrator could not call upon them to 
account, and the Court could not order 
such accounts except in a suit for redemp- 
tion. 

Then in the deed of endowment, dated 
the 14th December 1902, Priyomoyee dis- 
tinctly stated that she had placed the 
management of the properties in the hands 
of Messrs. Garth & Weatherall. This 
deed was, as we have seen, attested among 
others by Debendra Nath Das, Pleader, 
and Kunja Behary Das, who managed her 
affairs, and there is no suggestion that she 
did not understand this document. 

Then again in the subsequent deed of 
endowment, dated the 10th February 1898, 
(which was consented to by the then sole 
reversioner Khetra Mohan) she made a 
similar statement. Admittedly her allow- 
ance of Rs. 2,4C0 a year was stopped from 
the year 1898, and if these gentlemen were 
the agents of the mortgagees, Priyomoyee 
would certainly have complained to the 
Company that her allowance had been stopped 
or that Messrs. Garth & Weatherall were 
mismanaging the properties. This shows 
how the arrangement was understood by 
the parties. Lastly, in the release executed 
by Sham Peary herself on the 26th Novem- 
ber 1908 in favour of Mr. Weatherall, 
it is stated, * after looking into and 
examining the accounts which you have 
up to this day submitted to me and to 
my predecessors and upon taking into 
consideration the effect thereof, upon receipt 
of the cash tahbil of this day according 
to the jamakharach submitted by you and 
with the advice of well-wishers and per- 
sons having knowledge of law I execute in 
your favour this deed of release in respect 
of all acts done by you and Mr. Garth, 
and after his death by you alone.” This 
unmistakably shows that Messrs. Garth & 
Weatherall acted as the agents of the mort- 
gagor. The accounts were admittedly sub- 
mitted up to 1301, and the release by 
Sham Peary is only consistent with their being 
the agents of the mortgagor, If they 


OASES. 885 

AGENCY CO., LTD. 

were not the agents of the mortgagor Sham 
Peary would not have given a release to 
Mr. Weatherall 

It is contended in this Court that no 
importance should be attached to the deed 
of release executed by Sham Peary, an old 
lady in her dotage. But in her written state- 
ment she did not attack the said deed 
nor plead that it was not binding upon 
her, and no issue was raised as to the 
validity thereof. It appears from the evi- 
dence that her servant Radha Bullav Das 
attested the deed. This Radha Bullav 
signed her name in the written statement 
and looked after this litigation on her 
behalf, and was actually present in Court 
at the trial and he was not examined* 
Under these circumstances we are unable 
to discard the deed of release as being of 
no value. 

The deed of release was to be kept in 
the custody of the Bank of Bengal and 
was not to operate until a trust deed ex- 
ecuted by Mr. Weatherall was to reach 
the hands of Mr. Lockhart, who was appoint- 
ed manager in his place. In the agreement 
executed by Sham Peary in favour of Mr. 
Lockhart on the same day it was stated, 

[ am entitled to take away from hint 
(Mr. Weatherall) the management and 
possession of the properties”, and that Mr. 
Weatherall had resigned according to her 
wishes, and the provisions of that agree- 
ment show that Mr. Lockhart became her 
agent. Mr. Lockhart, it appears, was appoint- 
ed on new terms by Sham Peary, and he 
managed the estate as her am-mukhtear , 
paid moneys to the Company from 1908 to 
1910, as shown in the statements annexed 
th the plaint. The defendant in her written 
statement (paragraph 22) stated that Mr. 
Lockhart had been appointed manager by 
the plaintiff Company without her knowledge 
and consent, and that he remained as their 
agent until May 1910 that he had com- 
mitted various acts of mismanagement and 
misappropriated large sums of money, and 
that the plaintiffs, in order to avoid their 
responsibility to the defendant, had caused 
a suit for accounts to be instituted against 
Mr. Lockhart in the name of Mr. 
Weatherall by suppression of material facts. 
Mr. Weatherall, it is true, promised to exe- 
cute a power of attorney in fayour of Mr, 
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Lockhart, who had been nominated a trustee 
by Sh am Peary and the Company in the 
interval pending the execution of the deed 
of trust by Mr. Weatherall in his favour. 
Mr. Weatherall did not exeoute the deed 
of trust, and the order sheet dated the 
30th January 1913 shows that Mr. Weather- 
all instituted a suit against Mr. Lockhart. 
But the fact remains that Sham Peary did 
execute a release in favour of Mr. Weatherall 
and which can only he upon the footing 
that he was the agent of the mortgagor, 
and the defendant has not attempted to 
substantiate the allegation that Mr. Lock- 
hart was appointed manager by the plaint- 
iff Company without her knowledge or 
consent. 


We do not see how Sham Peary after 
herself having made the statements which 
she did in the release referred to above, 
and given a release to Mr. Weatherall, can 
say that Messrs. Garth k Weatherall 
were the agents of the mortgagees, or hold 
the Company liable for their misoonduot, if 
any. 

Lastly in the letter, dated the 19th 
September 1909, (Exhibit XL) written by 
Sham Peary to Messrs. Gillander Arbuthnot 
& Co. (the agents of the mortgagees) 
there is not a word of complaint against 
the Company or about any mismanagement 
by Messrs. Garth A Weatherall. The 
letter was drafted by the Pleader Gagan 
Chandra Ghose, who says that he explained 
it to Sham Peary and the letter bears an 
endorsement to that elfect. This gentle- 
man states that he used to write letters, 
give legal advice and watch whether any 
property of the estate was going to be 
ruined on account of the bad management 
of Messrs. Garth k Weatherall, and he 
used to get a retainer of Rs. 25 per month 
from Sham Peary for such services. He, 
however, says that he never asked Messrs'. 
Garth & Weatherall about, their manage- 
ment of the estate nor thought it his 
duty to ask them anything bearing on the 
management of the estate. He admits that 
he saw tabular statements (gross collections, 
Government revenue, cesses, landlord’s rents, 
establishment dunces, net inr.nue, amount 
to be paid for interest formed the priori 
pal headings nr columns of such tabular 
statements) submitted by Messrs. Garth 
A Weatherall at the place of Sham Peary 


that every year such tabalar statements 
used to be submitted to Sham Peary, and 
that in the columns of interest and princi- 
pal the amounts due to the Company wel*e 
mentioned. He says that Messrs. Garth 
k Weatherall used to send similar state- 
ments to the plaintiff Company, but be did 
not see any statement being sent, he only 
saw such statements ready to be sent. He 
further says that every year auditors from 
the plaintiff Company used to come to 
Dacca to check the management account 
kept by Messrs. Garth k Weatherall, 
and gives the name of one of the auditors 
as Kamikhya Nath Sen. This Kamikhya 
Nath was the accountant of Messrs. Gillanders 
and he says that the Company were never 
in possession and never interfered with the 
management thereof by Messrs. Garth k 
Weatherall. He admits that be went to 
Dacca on several occasions and states the 
business for which he went there. He was 
not cross-examined as to whether he had 
at any time audited the aocounts of 
Messrs. Garth k Weatherall. He was 
examined on commission in March 191 4-, 
while Gagan Chandra Ghose was examined 
in April 1914. Kali Dyal Ghose, who wa9 
the bead clerk of Messrs. Garth k 
Weatherall, says that no member of Gillanders’ 
firm ever came to the firm of Messrs. Garth 
k Weatherall to make any enquiry about 
the income and expenditure of the mortgaged 
estate, and does not remember if any accounts 
were submitted to them. He says that 
Messrs. Garth k Weatherall had a power 
of attorney from the plaintiff Company to look 
after their interest, but that was three years 
after the execution of the mortgage deeds. 
One Jonmeyjoy Dutt, who was in the service 
of Messrs. Garth k Weatherall as the 
peshhar of their zemindar* office, was ex- 
amined by the plaintiffs and he says that he 
does not know if they sent any account to 
the Company. Mr. Grazebrook of the firm 
of Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot k Co. has 
deposed that the plaintiff* Company had 
nothing to do with the annual collection or 
expenditure or the management of the mort- 
gaged properties, that Messrs. Garth k 
Weatherall were not their agents and no 
statements were called for by the Company 
from them. 

It appears, therefore, that there is con- 
flict of testimony upon the question 
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ment that the income was sufficient to 


ther tabular statements were s^nt by Messrs. 
Garth & Weatherall. But even assuming 
that they did submit tabular statements to 
the Company, that fact by itself would not 
constitute them agents of the Company, as 
the latter were entitled under the terms of 
the mortgage to get information and accounts 
from the manager for satisfying themselves 
as to the management of the mortgaged 
premises. It is contended that the mort- 
gagees ought to have removed Messrs. Garth 
Weatherall when they defaulted in 
paying the principal and interest as provided 
in the scheme. But we do not know the 
reasons why they defaulted, and although the 
mortgagees had the power under clause VIII, 
they were not bound to exercise that power, 
On the other hand if Messrs. Garth & 
Weatherall were the agents of the mort- 
gagees, it is remarkable that the mortgagor 
did not complain to the Company about 
such default although yearly statements were 
submitted by Messrs. Garth & Weatherall 
to the mortgagor, and although the allowance 
payable to Priyomoyee herself had been 
stopped. We have seen that Priyomoyee in 
the deeds of endowment staled that un- 
fortunately on account of various adverse 
circumstances intervening in the management 
of the properties,” her allowance had been 
stopped since 1898. 

The plaintiffs have produced a large num- 
ber of decrees to show that rent suits were 
instituted by Messrs. Garth & Weatherall 
in the name of the mortgagors and copies of 
mutation proceedings to show that they got 
themselves registered as managers for the 
mortgagors under the Land Registration Act 
and subsequently as trustees. If Messrs. 
Garth & Weatherall were the agents of the 
plaintiff Company, the mortgagors would have 
complained of their mismanagement to the 
Company; and it is remarkable that through- 
out the long period from the date of mort- 
gage to the date of the suit there was not a 
word of complaint to the Company by Pri- 
yomoyee, Mohini Mohan, or even by Sham 
Peary after their death. 

It is to be observed that there is no evi- 
dence that Messrs. Garth & Weatherall 
actually mismanaged the estate, or were 
guilty of misconduct or neglect of duty. It 
is contended that they must have satisfied 
themselves before they tpok oyer the manage* 


meet the payment of Rs. 12,600 a year to th*e 
mortgagees and Rs. 2,400 a year to Priyo- 
moyee, besides the 15 per cent, commission 
for themselves, and even a balance of 
profits was anticipated, the whole of which 
was to go to them in the case of Priyomoyee 
and a moiety of which was to be received by 
them in the case of Mohini Mohan and that 
the facts that the payments were made for 
the first few years as stipulated in the deeds 
and then became less show that there was 
at any rate mismanagement by them in sub- 
sequent years. 

But there was no evidence as to why the 
payments became less in subsequent years. 
Debendra Nath Das who managed the 4-annas 
share of Gobindarani (widow of Radhika 
Mohan) says that the net income of the 
share was between Rs. 12,000 and Rs. 13,000. 
He, however, managed that share without any 
remuneration. Then he says that during two 
years the realization was less on account of 
a litigation for a chur. We have seen what 
Priyomoyee herself said in the deed of en- 
dowment on the point although her own 
allowance bad been stopped, and having 
regard to the fact that accounts had admit- 
tedly been submitted to Mohini Mohan until 
1301, it is very unlikely that the mortgagors 
would not have complained at any time if 
there was misappropriation or mismanage- 
ment by Messrs. Garth & Weatherall. 

If they were the agents of the mortgagors, 
the Company would not be responsible even 
if there was any mismanagement by them 
but the absence of any complaint on the 
part of the mortgagor during such a long 
period has a bearing on the question whe- 
ther Messrs. Garth & Weatherall acted as 
agents of the mortgagor. 

There remains only one other point raised 
in this Court. 

Moti Lall Das (the son of Khetra Mohan), 
who is the reversionary heir, is the defendant 
No. 2 in the suit, and a contention is raised 
on his behalf that the arrangement between 
Sham Peary and Mohini Mohan by which 
the former gave up the right (which she in- 
herited from her deceased son Sashi Mohan) 
in favour of the latter in consideration of the 
maintenance of Rs 150 a month is not bind- 
ing upon him (Moti Lall Das) after the death 
pf Sham Peary. The question was not raised 
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ip the Court below and in a suit upon (he 
mortgage, no question of title pai amount 
should be gone into. This contention is ac- 
cordingly disallowed. 

The result is that the decree of the Court 
below will be varied in this way. It will be 
declared that the property mortgaged to the 
extent of the 4-annas share which Sham Peary 
inherited from Sashi Mohun is subject to the 
oharge of Rs. 150 a month in her favour. 
The interest under the deeds of mortgage 
executed by Priyomoyee and Mohini Mohan 
respectively will be calculated at the rate of 
7* per cent, together with simple interest at 
that rate upon the amount of interest which 
was not punctually paid. The principle of 
calculation will be according to that adopted 
in the plaint. The usual mortgage decree 
will be prepared in each of the suits giving 
the defendants six months’ time from this 
date (3rd April 1917) for redemption. In 
all other respects the appeals will be dis- 
missed with thiee-fourths costs, except that in 
calculating the costs incurred on account of 
Court-fee, the costs will be proportionate in 
inverse ratio to the success of eaoh party, 
and only one hearing fee will be allowed in 
the appeals against the final decrees. 

Decrees varied . 


ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

. Eiecction Second Appeal No. 1745 

or 1915. 

February 13, 19 j 7. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Rafique and 
Mr. Justice Piggott. 

SUKHLAL RAI and OTHERS — DfiCREE- 

uoldeks — Appellants 

versus 

LACHMI NARAYAN RAI and others 

Judgment- debtors— Respondents. 

Execution— Decree , construction of— Mortgage- D»c- 

cutiiuj Court , powers of. 

Ono 0. was a co-sharer in four villages to the 
extent of eight gandas in each village. Ho executed 
a deed of mortgage in respect of his eight -pa mla* 
share in the villages in favour of R. and J. The 
latter obtained a decree for sale on foot oftheir 
mortgage and in execution applied for the sale of a 
four-annas sharo in ma ha l (1 . in each of the four villages 
stating that the description of the property given in 
the mortgage-deed as eight gmulas came to four annas 
in mahal G. in each village. The judgment-debtor 


filed objections and contended that only eight-gando« 
out of the entire four annas, that is to say, one-tenth 
of the original share in each village was meant: 

Held , that the property directed by the decree to 
be sold was the entire share of the mortgagor, which 
after partition was described as four annas in mahal 
G. in each village, and that the mortgagor had mort- 
gaged his entire share which he described as eight 
gandas in each of the four villages, [p. 889, cols. 1 & 2.] 

Execution second appeal against the 
order of the District Judge, Azamgarh. 

Mr. Peary Lai Baner\i (with him Mr. 
Iqbal Ahmad) , for the Appellants. 

Mr. Mukhtar Ahmad (with him Mr. Hari* 
bans Sahai ), for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — This appeal arises out of 
the following faots. One Gaya Prasad Rai 
was a oo-sharer in four villages to the 
extent of eight gandas . On the 2nd of 
April 1898 he executed a deed of 
mortgage in respeot of his eight-panda* 
share in the villages in favour of Ram 
Baohan and Jagat Rai. The mortgagees 
brought a suit on the mortgage and 
obtained a decree for sale. In execution 
of their decree the mortgagees applied for 
the sale of a four- anna share in Mahal Gaya 
Prasad in eaoh of the four villages, stating 
that the description of the property given in 
the mortgage-deed as eight gr.ndas came to 
four annas in Mahal Gaya Prasad in eaoh 
village. The judgment-debtors filed objec- 
tions. They said that a partition among 
the co-sharers of the four villages bad 
taken place as long ago as 1896 and it 
came into operation from the 1st of July 
1897, some eight months prior to the execu- 
tion of the mortgage in suit. The share of 
Gaya Prasad Rai before partition was eight 
gandas in each village; but subsequent to the 
partition, after formation of fourteen mahals t 
the share of Gaya Prasad was described as 
four annas in Mahal Gaya Prasad in each 
village. It must, therefore, he taken that 
what Gaya Prasad mortgaged under the 
deed of the 2nd of April 1898 was not 
his entire share of four annas in Mahal 
Gaya Prasad in each village, hnt only 
eight gandas out of the entire four ar r»s, 
that is to say, ore-tenth of the crigir.al 
share in each village. The Court (f Fiist 
Irslai ce purported to allow this objecticp > 
hut as a matter cf fact erdered sale cf 
eight gandas in each village “without 
Mj ar'ditun.” This would involve tb® 
sellii g cf l/40th shaie cf the proprietary 
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rights in each village which would be really 
what the decree-holders wanted. On appeal 
the case was put by the learned Judge 
in a clearer way for the objectors, i. e., 
judgment-debtors. But the learned Judge 
upheld the decree of the First Court. The 
decree-holders have come up to this Court 
in second appeal and contend that the order 
of the lower Courts is likely to mislead the 
intending purchasers or bidders at the 
auction and to lead to further litigation. 
For the judgment-debtors it is urged that 
the decree-holders cannot go behind the 
decree and they are bound by its terms. 
They cannot sell any other property than 
that which is mentioned in the decree. 
The decree directs the sale of the mort- 
gaged property as it is described in the 
mortgage-deed of the 2nd of April 1898. 
The description in the deed is eight gandas 
in each village. It is, therefore, quite clear, 
as the partition had taken place prior to 
the execution of the mortgage deed, that the 
parties to the deed knew perfectly well 
what the share of the mortgagor was. The 
mortgagees, if they meant to take the 
entire share of the mortgagor as security, 
would have got four-annas share in Mahal 
Gaya Prasad in each village entered in 
the deed. In their plaint the mortgagees 
did not say that the property mentioned 
in the mortgage-deed was the same as four 
annas share in Mahal Gaya Prasad in each 
village, nor did they bring this fact to 
the notice of the Court at the time of the 
passing of the decree. It must, therefore, 
be taken that all that was mortgaged was 
eight gandas out of the share of Gaya Prasad. 
We do not think that there is any force 
in the contention for the judgment-debtors. 
On a reference to the deed of mortgage 
of the 2nd of April 1898 it is quite clear 
that Gaya Prasad mortgaged his entire share 
which he described as eight gandas in each 
of the four villages. Probably Gaya Prasad 
and other co-sharers had not by that time 
become quite familiar with the description of 
their shares as brought about by the partition 
of 1896 and consequently the old description 
found place in the mortgage-deed. The 
decree naturally followed the description 
given in the mortgage-deed. We have to 
find cut what property ought to be sold in 

esecutiop of this decree. We have no 


hesitation in holding that the property 
directed by the decree to be sold is the 
entire share of Gaya Prasad, which after 
partition is described as four annas in 
Mahal Gaya Prasad in each village. -We 
allow this appeal and direct that in exe- 
cution of the decree in question the sale 
of four-annas share of Gaya Prasad in 
Mahal Gaya Prasad in each village be 
proclaimed. The appellants are entitled to 
their costs here and in the Court below. 

Appeal allowed . 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Civil Miscellaneous Second Appeals No^. 123 

and 124 of 1916. 

February 7, 1917. 

Present : — Sir John Wallis, Kt., Chief Justice. 
In C. M S. A. No. 123 of 1916 
MATHAR DRAVIA SAHAYA ELA 
NIDHI COMPANY, Ltd., and another — 
Judgment-debtors — Respondents 
Nos. 1 to 3 — Appellants 

and 

In C. M. S. A. No. 124 of 1916 
SUBRAMANIA PILLAI — Defendant No. 3 

— Petitioner — Appellant. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908), O. XXI, r. 2 — 
Adjustment of decree out of Court not certified to Court , 
whether can he recognised. 

An adjustment of a decree out of Court can, 
under no circumstances, be recognised unless certified 
to Court, [p. 860, col. 1.] 

Alathoor Padrudeen v. Gulam Mohideen, 12 Ind. 

Cas. 562; 36 M. 357; 10 M. L. T. 396; (1911) 2 M. W. 
N. 473; 24 M. L. J. 541, followed. 

Trimbach Ramhrishna v. Eaii Laxman , 7 Ind. Cas. 
940; 34 B. 575; 12 Bom. L. R. 686, dissented from. 

Appeal against the order of the District 
Court, Tinnevelly, in Appeal Suit No. 48 of 
1916, preferred against that of the District 
Munsif, Srivaikuntam, in Execution Petition 
No. 699 of 19i5, in Original Suit No. 150 of 
1912. 

Appeal against the order of the District 
Court of Tinnevelly, in Appeal Suit No. 49 
of 1916, preferred against that of the 
District Munsif, Srivaikuntam, in Execution 
Appeal No. 60 of 1916, in Execution Petition 
No. 699 of 1915, in Original Suit No. 150 of 
191?, 
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Messrs. K< R> GurusWami Aiyar and Mr. 
A. Subbarama Aiyar , for the Appellants. 

These appeals against appellate orders 
coming on for orders as to admission, the 
Court delivered the following 

JUDGMENT. — I am bound by the decision 
of this Court in Alathoor Badrudeen v. Gularn 
Mohideen (l), which dissented from the View 
expressed by Heaton, J., in Trimbach Ram * 
krishna v.Hari Taxman (2) which has recently 
been followed in that Court. The decision in 
Alathoor Badrudeen v. Gulam Mohideen (1) was 
in accordance with the current of authority in 
this Court and may, I hope, be treated a9 
having settled this question here. The 
Legislature, when it considered it necessary to 
legislate against the possibility of executing 
Courts being flooded with false oases of 
satisfaction out of Court set up merely for 
purposes of delay, and provided that no such 
adjustments should be recognised unless 
certified, must have been alive to the fact 
that it was giving an opportunity to dishonest 
decree-holdersto commit fraud by denying ad- 
justments which had not been so certified and 
must have regarded them as the lesser evil. It 
is not, however, open to the Court, it seems to 
me, to guard against this evil by recognising 
in execution proceedings adjustments out of 
Court contrary to the express provisions of 
the Statute. These appeals are dismissed. 

A ppeals d it missed. 


V II p 

(1) Vi I ml. Cns. r>(>2; 3(> M. 357: 10 M. L. T. 39Gj 
(15)11) 2 M. \V. N. 172; 24 M. 1,. J.541. 

(2) 7 I ml. Las. 9 10, 24 H. f»75; 12 Horn. L. K. GSG. 


LOWER BURMA CHIEF COURT. 
Civil. Revision No. 1 10 ok 1910. 

June f>, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Mating Kin. 
KO KYAW ZAN and otiikrs — 

A !' I’l.l I ' \ NTS 


versus 

DAW MYA — Rkspondknt. 

Civil Pi nt-ni it ,■>' i'n-lr ( Ai l 1’ «</ IPOs), <). A'.Y, r. 4(1) 

— JudijiHvnl of Smnll I’m /><• ( 'on rt , c<>ntrnts of— Pro. 
rineial Sunil! ('»/!/.'»•( 'on rls Arl (IX ,•( 1SS7', 2'» — 

Re visit) ii , ;/ mu ii < Is ft > r. 

The judgment of a of Small Causes m od 

not contain more than I In* point t , »r diM i*rm inai ion 
and the decision t Imreoii. ; |>. S5<o, e«»|. 2 j 

Where the decree of n Court of Small Cuu>es, whieh 
must also include the judgment, involves a eleur error 
of law, the High Court has power to interfere with 


the decree, but the error of law must be a substantial 
One and the Court irtilst be satisfied that there has 
been a failure of justice, [p. 890, col. 2; p, 891, col. 

j Sihnani Mailra V. Mathura Nath Joardar , 5 C. L. i. 
412 at p. 415, relied upon. 

Where tile point for determination is obvious, the 
omission to state it in the? judgment cannot be 
deemed to have caused a failure of justice, [p. 690, 
Col. 2.J 

Mr. Atfaleg, for the Applicants, 

Mr. Ko Ko Gyi , for the Respondent, 

JUDG MENT. — Thisapplioation forrevisiod 
arises out of a suit for money alleged to 
be due on six pro notes. 

The defence was denial of the execution 
and receipt of consideration, by the alleged 
executant.* ' 

This suit was decreed and the defendants 
have made this application for revision, 
The only ground pressed hefore me is that 
the judgment of t he lower Court which 
was a Small Cause Court was not in form 
in accordance with law. The judgment is 
as follows: — 

I see no reason for disbelieving the 
evidence adduced by the plaiutiff and decree 
the suit with costs as claimed against the 
defendants in their representative capacity”. 

It no doubt contravenes the provisions of 
Order XX, rule 4 (1), which provides that 
judgments of a Court of Small Causes 
need not contain more than the points for 
determination and the decision thereon, 
because the point for determination is not 
stated therein Mr. Agabeg asked me to send 
the case back to the Court of Small Causes 
directing it to give a judgment which will be 
in form in accordance with the rule cited 
above. But the point for determination is 
obvious and the omission to state it cannot 
have caused any failure of justice. And I do 
not see what the applicant will gain by 
having this obvious point stated in the 
judgment; the decision will be the same. 

In Nilmani Maitra v. Mathura Noth 
Joardar { l) Banerjee, J., lays down the law 
which gives this Court power to interfere in 
revision under section 25 of the Provincial 
Small Cause Courts Act to the following effeot:- 
Where the decree of a Court of Small 
Causes, which must also include the judg- 
ment, involves a clear error of law, the High 

Court has power to interfere but the error 

of 1 1 <v must be a substantial one and this 

V l ) C. \j. J. 413 at p. 415, 
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Court must be satisfied that there has 
been a failure of justice.” Obviously, in the 
case before me although there is an error 
of law, it is neither substantial nor one 
which can be said to have caused a failure 
of justice, having regard to the nature 
of the suit and the defence. I shall dismiss 
the application and it is accordingly dismissed 
with costs. 

A ppl ication d is m used . 


PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 177 of 1916. 

May 22, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Mullick. 

LAL MAN NAIK and others — 

Appellants 

versus 

KANHAYA LALL PANDEY and another 

— Respondents. 

Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act (VI of 1908), 8. 224(2) 

Declaration, suit for, that entry in Record of Rights 

is wrong — Appellate decree by Judicial Commissioner — 
Appeal , second, whether lies to High Court— Decree, 
meaning of — Civil Procedure Code ( Act XIV of 1882), 

Ch. XLII. 

Where the Judicial Commissioner in pronouncing 
judgment in an appeal makes an appellate decree 
within the meaning of section 224 (2) of the Chota 
Nagpur Tenancy Act, there is a second appeal from 
his decree to the High Court and the provisions of 
Chapter XLII of the Civil Procedure Code, 1882, 
apply, [p. 892, col. 1.] 

In a suit under section 87 of the Chota Nagpur 
Tenancy Act filed in the Revenue Court for a decla- 
ration that an entry in the Record of Rights is wrong 
and that the lands are the zerait lands of the plain- 
tiffs and that the defendants have no right of occu- 
pancy therein, a second appeal lies to the High 
Court from the decision of the Judicial Commissioner 

in appeal, [p. 89z, col. 1.] 

The word ‘decree' in section 224, clause 2, of the 
Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act means ‘decision’, [p. 892, 
col. 1.] 

Appeal from a decision of the Judicial 

Commissioner, Hazaribagb. 

. Messrs. D. N. Mitt a and B. N. Mitt a , for 

the Appellants. 

Mr. Bankim Ch. Bey , for the Respondents. 
JUDGMENT. — In the Record of Rights 
published under section 84 of the Chota 
Nagpur Tenancy Act the lands in suit 
were shown as the raiyati holding of the 
defendants. The plaintiffs, who are mort- 
gagees, thereupon brought a suit under 
seel ion 87 of the Act before the Revenue 
Officer for a declaration that the entry in 


the Record of Rights was wrong and that 
the lands were their zerait lands and 
that the defendants had no right of occupancy 
therein. 

The Revenue Officer dismissed the suit. 
There was then an appeal to the Judicial 
Commissioner who reversed the decision of 
the Revenue Officer and decreed the suit. 
The present second appeal is preferred by 
the defendants. 

The first question that has to be determin- 
ed is whether or not a second appeal lies 
to this Court. On behalf of the respondents 
it is urged that the suit was one under 
section 87 of the Chofa Nagpur Tenancy 
Act for the decision of a dispute regarding 
an entry in the Record of Rights under 
Chapter XII of the Act and by Notifica- 
tion No. 786 T. R., dated the 24th of May 
1909 made by the Local Government under 
powers conferred by section 264 of the 
Act, an appeal from the Revenue Officer’s 
decision lay to the Judicial Commissioner. 
It is urged that although a first appeal 
lies to the 'Judicial Commissioner, there is 
no provision of law which all ws a S€cond 
appeal to this Court. 

Now the matter turns upon the inter- 
pretation of section 224 (2) of the Act. 
The Judicial Commissioner, by the Notifica- 
tion above mentioned, was not following 
the procedure prescribed by the Civil Pro- 
cedure Code. He was following the special 
procedure prescribed under sections 2^0 to 
223 of the Act. What the object of the 
Legislature was in thus restricting the 
Judicial Commissioner in the trial of the 
appeal is not for me to say. But it is 
quite conceivable that these sections, which 
deal with the power of dismissing an appeal 
for default, hearing it ex parte , re-admitting 
an appeal if so dismissed, and delivering 
judgment in the manner provided by 
section 170 cf the Act, may be found 
in practice to be quite insufficient for 
the satisfactory trial of an appeal. For in- 
stance, the Judicial Commissioner may con- 
sider it desirable to take additional evidence 
or to remand or the parties may desire 
to file oross-appeals and objections. In 
the absence of definite provisions for 
these matters it is difficult to see what 
procedure the Appellate Court should follow. 
Howeyer that may be, the question is whe- 
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ther the Judicial Commissioner, when be 
pronounces judgment in an appeal, makes an 
appellate decree within the meaning of 
section 224 (2). If he does, then there is a 
second appeal from his decree to the High 
Court and the provisions of Chapter XLII 
of the Code of Civil Procedure apply to such 
a second appeal. 

The word “the decree” is not defined in 
the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act. Section 
224, clause (1), gives a right of appeal to 
the Judicial Commissioner or the High Court 
against a judgment” of the Deputy Com- 
missioner. The notification published under 
section 87 and referred to above gives the 
right of appeal against the “decision” of the 
Revenue Officer. What then is the meaning 
to be assigned to the word decree” in section 
224, clause 2? In my opinion ‘decree” means 
nothing more than decision.” Therefore if 
the decision is one made under Chapter XVI 
of the Act, then a second appeal lies. 
Next what is the meaning to be attached 
to the words ‘deoree passed by the Judicial 
Commissioner under this Chaptei?” Do 
they mean a deoree passed in exercise of 
the jurisdiction conferred by this Chapter? 
or do they mean also a decree passed in 
compliance with the procedure ordained by 
this Chapter ? I think the words ought 
to be given a wide meaning and made to bear 
the latter meaning also. And as the 
Judicial Commissioner was following the 
procedure prescribed by sections 220 
to 223 of this Chapter, his decision was 
a decree under this Chapter and, therefore, 
a second appeal lies to this Court 

But the learned Vakil for the appel- 
lant contends that the Judicial Commissioner 
had no jurisdiction to hear the appeal at 
all and he relies upon a Notification of the 
29th of October 19C9 prescribing that in 
lespect of decisions under section S7 of 
the Act, arising out of a Survey made under 
section 119 of the Act, an appeal from the 
decision of the Revenue Officer lies either to 
his immediate superior in the Settlement 
Department or to the Commissioner of the 
Division, as the case may be. 

It is true that the course of appeal 
against a decision under section ir7 of 
the Act i« different accenting as the 
Survey is one under Chapter XIV crone 
under Chapter XII. But in this case 


there is no evidence whatsoever that the 
Survey was under Chapter XIV. The lat*er 
Chapter empowers the Local Government, 
on the application of parties, to direct by 
notification that a Survey and Record be 
made of lands in any specified local area 
which are landlords’ privileged lands within 
the meaning of section 118 of the Act. The 
learned Judicial Commissioner before whom 
this point appears to have been taken dearly 
states that it has not been shown that any 
Survey under section 119 was ordered by 
the Local Government. Therefore, upon the 
facts, the Record of Rights was one under 
Chapter XII and an appeal from the 
decision of the Revenue Officer under 
section 87 lay to the Judicial Com- 
missioner and, as I have already held, a 
second appeal lies to this Court. 

There remains the question of the merits 
of the second appeal. The learned Jndioial 
Commissioner has found that the lands in 
suit have never been settled with the defend- 
ants; that the defendants were in possession 

in 1960 and 1969 on payment of half the 
produoe but that no tenancy in respect of 
that possession had been proved. This is a 
finding of fact which must conclude the 
matter. The learned Vakil for the appellants 
urges that sufficient reason lias not been 
given for bolding that the presumption 
arising from the entry in the Record of Rights 
has been rebutted. The learned Judicial 
Commissioner had evidence before him upon 
which he could come to a finding and in 
second appeal it is incompetent for me to 
interfere with his decision on findings of fact. 
The learned Judicial Commissioner, however, 
while declaring that the defendants have no 
right to a tenancy, has made a declaration 
that the lands are reratt . Now, this term is 
not known to the Chota Nagpnr Tenancy Act 
and if the learned Judicial Commissioner 
intended to find that the lands were the 
privileged lands of the landlord within the 
meaning of Chapter XIV, he should have 
clearly stated that custom as required by 
section 118 had been proved, but there is no 
clear finding in his judgment as regards any 
such custom. The learned Vakil for the 
respondents, however, agrees to accept a 
decree merely declaring that the defendants 
have no tenancy in the lands in suit. 

The order, therefore, that I will mak* IS 



Vol. XL] InDIAM CASKS. 893 

BWIMANA BOTINA KOTINAGOLU V . RAMARAJD ANKAYYA. 


that the decree of the learned Judicial Com- 
missioner be set aside and in lieu thereof let 
a decree be made declaring that the defend- 
ants have no right of tenancy in the lands 
in suit. The appeal i ?, therefore, decreed 
in this modified form. The respondents will 
get their costs in all the Courts. 

Appeal partly accepted. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeals Nos. 153 L and 1533 

of 1915. 

February 23, 1917. 

Present : — Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt , and 

Mr. Justice Napier. 

BOMMANABOYINA KOTINAGULU and 
another — Defendants — Appellants 

versus 

RAMARAJU ANKAYYA and others— 
Plaintiffs Nos. 2 to 5 — 
Respondents. 

Registration Act ( XVI of 190S), s. 17, cl*. (1) (c), 
(2) {XI) — Endorsement , unregistered , of payment on 
mortgage-deed , admissibility of — Limitation Act {IX 
of 1908), Sch. I , Arts. 97, 62 — Earnest money , suit 
for , on contract for sale of land — Limitation. 

Endorsements of payments on mortgage deeds are 
admissible in evidence, though unregistered. They 
fall within the scope of clause (2) (XI), and net of 
clause (1) (c) of section 17 of the Registration Act. 
[p. 893, col. 2.] 

Dupaguntla Subba Rao v. Gollapudi Elthirajulu , 26 
Ind. Cas. 360; (1915; M. W. N. 33, distinguished. 

A suit for the recovery of an advance paid under a 
contract for sale of land on the Court’s refusal to 
decree specific performance is governed by Article 
97, and not by Article 62 of the Limitation Act. [p. 
894, col. 1.] 

Second appeals against the decrees of 
the Court of the Additional Temporary 
Subordinate Judge, Guntur, in Appeal 
Suits Nos. 74 of 1913 and 501 of 19 2 

preferred against those of the District 
Munsif, Narasaraopet, in Original Suits Nos. 
425 and 427 of 1911. 

Mr. V . RamadosSf for the Appellants. 

Mr. P. Somasundaram y for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — These were suits for 
specific performance of two contracts to sell 
two items of property, which were already 
mortgaged to the plaintiff by the defendant. 

The plaintiff bad been in possession, 
but as found by the lower Appellate 
Court, decrees bad been obtained by the 


defendant for recovery of the two items 
sometimes after August 10th, 1911, The 
prayer for specific performance was rejected, 
but the Court decreed repayment of the 
consideration. 

The first point taken is that Exhibits 
Al and A2, endorsements on the 
mortgage documents, are not admis • 
sible in evidence as not being registered. 
This objection cannot prevail. On their 
true construction, we do not think that 
they acknowledge the receipt or payment 
of any consideration on account of the 
limitation or extinction of a right within the 
meaning of section 17 (1) (c) of the Registra- 
tion Act. The true scope of this section was 
pointed out in Venkayyar v. Venkatasubbayyar 
(1) and we can find nothing in the terms of 
these endorsements which amount to such 
consideration. Further, the object of these 
endorsements was to acknowledge the pay- 
ment of a part of the mortgage money 
and so they fall within the scope of section 
17 (2) (XI). We are pressed with a 

decision of this Court in Dupaguntla Subba 
Rao v. Gollapudi Elthirajulu (2), but that 
decision was on an endorsement of an 
entirely different character and we have 
only to construe the endorsement with 
which we are dealing. The principles 
laid down in the case of Venkayyar v. Venkata- 
subbayyar (1) have lately been re-affirmed in 
a case reported as Parasharampant v. Rama 
Yellappa Lakundt (3). The endorsements 
are, therefore, admissible in evidence and prove 
the discharge of the mortgage pro tanto. 

The next objection is that the suit is barred 
under Article 62 of the Limitation Act 
as more than three years had elapsed since 
the receipt of the money. We think that 
the lower Appellate Court rightly applied 
Article 97. On the language of the 
judgment the Court clearly found an oral 
contract for sale, though the Judge refused 
to grant specific performance. There having 
been a contract, consideration necessarily 
existed and it was not till the date of the 
decree for recovery of the property 
that the consideration failed. We are 
referred to a decision of the Privy 

(1) 3 M. 53; I lad. Dec. (n. s.) 593. 

(2) 26 Ind. Cas. 360; (1915) M. W. N. 33. 

(3) 4 Ind. Cas. 5S8; 34 B. 202; II Born. L. R. 1321. 
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Council in Bassu Kuar v. Dhum Singh (4). 
That was a much stronger case than this, 
because the Privy Council found that the 
parties had never in fact been, ad idem , yet 
they applied Article 97. The decision of the , 
Board in Hanuman Kamat v. Hanuman Mandur 
(5) is directly in point, for there they appli- 
ed Article 97 to a case where a party 
endeavoured to obtain possession of the 
property the subject of the contract and 
held that limitation ran from the date 
of the failure. The appeals must, therefore, 
be dismissed with costs. 

Appeals dismissed . 

V.R.P. 

(4) 11 A. 47; 15 I. A. 211; 5 Sal*. 1*. C. J. 260; 12 
I ml. Jur. 450; (5 I ml. Dec. (n. s.) 458 (1*. C.). 

(5) 19 C. 123; 18 I. A. 158; 0 Sar. i\ C. J. 91; 9 Inti. 
Dec. (n. «.) 527 (P. 0.). 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 871 

of 1915. 

March 19, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Smither. 

BADAL MOLLA — Plaintiff — 

Appellant 

versus 

CHE MAI MONDAL and others — 
Defendants — Respondents. 

Transfer of Property Act (IV of 1882), s,s\ GO, 98 — 
Mortgage, anomalous — Redemption, clog on. 

One of the elementary rules of equity is that once 
o mortgage always a mortgage, and that a mortgagee 
should not he allowed I o obtain any undue advantage 
by his mortgage except the amount of the principal, 
interest and costs due on his mortgage, [p. 896, col. I.j 
Section GO ol the Transferor Property Act applies 
to all mortgages including anomalous mortgages 
within the meaning of sect ion 98. [p. 89G, col. I.j 
A mortgage b\ eondil ional sale is not. an anomalous 
mortgage wit hin the moaning of section 98 of the 
Transfer of Property Act. [p. 890, col. I.J 

Where under an usuf ‘met nary mortgage the mort- 
gagee was put into possession to receive the usufruct 
of property in lieu of interest, and there was a con- 
dition in the mortgage that if the mortgagor should 
fail to pay the rent of tin' mortgaged holding to the 
landlord, the transaction will become an absolute 
sale in tavour ol the mortgagee: 

Held, that the condition of forfeiture or the 
transaction becoming an absolute sale in the event 
of the mortgagor failing to pay the rent was void, 
being a clog on the equity of redemption. I p. 896 
col. I.J ’ 


Appeal against the decree of the Additional 
District Judge, 24-Pergunnabs, dated the 19th 
January 1915, affirming that of the Munsif, 
first Court, Alipur, dated the 29th August 
1913. 

FACTS material to the report will appear 
from the following extract from the judgment 
of the lower Appellate Court: — 

“In this case the plaintiffs brought a suit 
to redeem a mortgage. Their case is that 
their predecessor-in-interest, Adel Molla, 
executed an usufructuary mortgage on the 
16th Kartiek 1301 in favour of defendant 
No. 1 for Rs. 88. 

Under the terms of the deed, the defendant 
No. 1 was to hold the mortgaged property in 
lieu of interest and Adel Molla was to pay 
the rent year by year. They say that Adel 
accordingly paid the rent till his death in 
1304. When he died he left as his heirs the 
present plaintiffs and the pro /orr/ia defend- 
ants. Being unable to pay the rent, the 
plaintiffs say that they made over by an oral 
agreement another one big ha one cotta to the 
defendant out of the profits of which the rent 
was to be paid. 

They have now offered to repay the princi- 
pal but their offer has been refused; hence 
this suit. 

The defence set up is that under the terms 
of the mortgage bond the mortgagor was to 
pay the rent due and show the receipt every 
year to the mortgagee. His successors failed to 
do so and so under the terms of the bond the 
mortgage, which was not only a usufructuary 
one but also a mortgage by conditional sale, 
became a deed of absolute sale. Hence 
without the intervention of any Court the 
mortgagor’s successors had lost their right 
of redemption. It is further alleged, though 
the evidence does not prove it, that Adel's 
heirs agreed not to redeem. Other points 
were pleaded which are not raised in 
appeal. 

The learned Munsif held that no evidence 
could be admitted under section 92, proviso 4, 
of the Evidence Act to prove that, as a matter 
of fact, the plaintiffs handed over the extra 
one bigha one cotta to the defendant to secure 
the payment of the rent. He further treated 
the mortgage bond as an auomalous mort- 
gage, and holding that, therefore, the parties 
were bound by its terms to the letter and 
those terms had not been complied with, held 
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that the non-payment of the rent had, with- 
out the intervention of the Court in a fore- 
closure suit (such suit having admittedly not 
been filed), converted the mortgage into an 
out-and-out sale from the date of default in 
paying the landlord’s rent. He, therefore, 
dismissed the suit. * * * * * 

***** The mortgage is 
a usufructuary mortgage, with a further 
contract given by the mortgagor which reads: 

I will pay the rent myself and I will present 
the dakhila to you at the end of the year. 
If I do not do so you will be entitled to en- 
force this kat kobala without any objection 
on my part and the kat kobala will become a 
saf (absolute) kobala .” It is argued that this 
condition makes the whole document a 
combination of a usufructuary mortgage and 
a mortgage by way of conditional sale, and 
not an anomalous mortgage as the Munsif 
has found. Therefore the rules as to the 
necessity of a suit for foreclosure and the 
doctrine once a mortgage always a mort- 
gage’ apply. But the essence of a mortgage 
by way of conditional sale is that there 
should be a certain date on which the debt 
is to be paid; there is no such date in this 
deed. Further, if it had been only a usufruc- 
tuary mortgage there could have been no 
suit for foreclosure. 

I agree then that the mortgage must be 
held to be an anomalous mortgage and so the 
parties are bound by the contract induced 
therein under section 98 of the Transfer of 
Property Act ****** 

I hold, therefore, that the mortgage was an 
anomalous one and that on default of the 
mortgagor in complying with its terms it be- 
came an out-and-out sale. The plaintiffs are, 
therefore, not entitled to redeem. I dismiss 
the appeal with costs.” 

Babu Mohini Mohun Ghatterjee , for the 
Appellant. — The appeal arises out of a suit 
for redemption. On the construction of the 
mortgage bond the lower Appellate Court 
was wrong in holding that the document in 
question was a kat kobala and it has become 
a Jehas kobala (out-and-out sale) for breach of 
the covenant contained therein, viz., for non- 
payment of rent by the mortgagors, and so 
the plaintiff has no right of redemption. My 
contention is that the document in question 
cannot be anything but an usufructuary 
mortgage with a covenant that in case of 


non-payment of rent it would become an 
out-and-out sale; but the covenant for non- 
payment being by way of penalty is bad in 
law and hence not enforceable. So the plaint- 
iff ought to have been allowed to redeem the 
mortgage. It is a clog on the equity of re- 
demption and is, therefore, void. 

Babu (riinada Ghaian Sen, for the Respond- 
ents. — The document in question is only a 
type of anomalous mortgage within the 
meaning of section 98, Transfer of Property 
Act, because the transaction does not come 
within any of the three kinds of mortgage 
mentioned in section 58 of the Transfer of 
Property Act. If then the transaction is an 
anomalous mortgage, we have to look to the 
document only for the purpose of ascertaining 
the rights and liabilities of the parties. Sec- 
tion 98 obviously excludes the applicability 
of section 60. Under section 98 the parties 
can contract as they like. Their contract 
cannot be fettered by the operation of sec- 
tion 60. With regard to the anomalous 
mortgage the latest case is Srinivasa Aiyangar 
v. Radhaknshna Pillai (l). The document 
cannot be an usufructuary mortgage within 
the meaning of section 58. 

[Fletcher, J.— The case of Srinivasa 
Aiyangar v. Radhakrishna Pillai (1) is against 
you.] 

• No. The case is not against me on the 
point now at issue. 

It can be distinguished from the present 
case. The present case cannot be one of 
usufructuary mortgage, because in the case 
of an usufructuary mortgage there must be 
provision for repayment within a certain 
date, whereas in the present case there is 
none. The definition of usufructuary mort- 
gage as given in section 58, Transfer of 
Property Act, is very clear. Under all these 
circumstances the lower Appellate Court was 
justified in holding that the mortgagor can- 
not now exercise his right of redemption. 
Babu Mohini Mohun Ghatterjee , in reply 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal by the 
plaintiff from a decision of the learned Ad- 
ditional District Judge of the 24-Pergunnabs, 
dated the 19th January 1915, affirming the 
decision of the Munsif of the first Court at 

(1) 22 Ind. Cas. 54; 38 M. €67; 14 M. L. T. 547; 
(1914) M. W. N. 81; 26 M. L. J. 47. 
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Alipur. The plaintiff brought the suit for 
redemption. It is admitted that the plaint- 
iff’s predecessor was the mortgagor and 
the defendant No. 1 was the mortgagee. 
The equity of redemption has not been 
foreclosed or put an end to either by 
the acts of the parties subsequent to 
the mortgage or by an order of the 
Court. One would have expected, therefore, 
that a case for redemption had clearly arisen, 
because one of the elementary rules of equity 
is that once a mortgage always a mortgage. 
The Courts of Equity have always held that 
a mortgagee should not be allowed to obtain 
any undue advantage by his mortgage except 
the amount of the principal, interest and 
costs due on his mortgage. It is not necessary 
to go into the cases on this point. In the 
present case, however, the learned Judge of 
the lower Appellate Court has held that the 
mortgage is an anomalous mortgage within 
the meaning of section 98 of the Transfer of 
Property Act and that, therefore, no right of 
redemption subsists. I am not prepared, as 
at present advised, to agree with the view 
of the learned Judge that section 80 of the 
Transfer of Property Act does not apply to an 
anomalous mortgage. I am inclined to think 
that section 60 applies to all mortgages. But 
be that as it may, the question in this oase 
is whether the learned Judge of the lower 
Appellate Court was right in coming to the 
conclusion that the mortgage was an ano- 
malous mortgage. The document before us is 
stated to be a kat kobala , *hich I am told 
means a mortgage by way of conditional sale. 
A mortgage by way of conditional sale is 
clearly not an anomalous mortgage within 
the meaning of section 98 of the Transfer of 
Property Act. The document itself seems to 
be an usufructuary mortgage within the 
definition contained in section 58 (d) of the 
Transfer of Property Act. In tli is oase, the 
mortgagee was put into possession to receive 
the usufruct of the property in lieu of interest 
and, therefore, in that view the mortgage 
clearly comes within the meaning of section 
58 (</). The contract that, if the mortgagor 
should fail to pay the rent to the landlord, 
the mortgagee should be entitled to enforce 
the kat kobala and that the kat kobala 
should be treated as a deed of absolute sale 
obviously is a clog on the equity of redemp- 
tion. It is not necessary to go into the 
authorities on this point. They have been 


cited in the case of Srinivasa Aiyangar v. 
Radhakrishna PiUai (I). We do not really 
want an authority that a condition of that 
nature does not nullify the rest of the deed, 
namely, that it is a mortgage and further 
that the mortgage provided that, when the 
principal money would be paid off in one 
lump sum, the mortgagee would return the 
property. The condition of forfeiture or the 
transaction becoming an absolute sale in 
the event of the mortgagor failing to pay the 
rent is clearly void. In that view, the learn- 
ed Judge of the lower Appellate Court ought 
to have made an ordinary decree for re- 
demption directing the usual account to be 
taken of what was due to the mortgagor on 
the footing of the mortgage security. The 
present appeal is, therefore, allowed and the 
case is remanded to the lower Appellate Court 
for the learned Judge there to take an 
account of what is due to the mortgagee on 
the footing of the security bond and upon 
ascertaining the amount due, he should fix 
a date within which the money ought to be 
paid and the redemption made; and on the 
plaintiff’s failure to do that, he should direct 
that the plaintiff’s right to redeem shall be 
extinguished. In taking the account, the 
learned Judge will also cousider the other 
mstter raised by the plaintiff, namely, whe- 
ther the rent was paid out of the additional 
land made over to the mortgagee. The ap- 
pellants will get their costs in this Court. 
The mortgagee will be entitled, according 
to the ordinary rule in a redemption suit, 
to add to their security the costs incurrbd 
by them in the Courts below. 

Smither, J.— I agree. 

Appeal allowed ; Case remanded . 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Appeal Suit No. 90 of 1914. 
November 15, 1916. 

Present : — Justice Sir William Ayliug, Kt., 
and Mr. Justice Srinivasa Aiyangar. 

The SECRETARY of STATE for INDIA 
ix COUNCIL— Defendant -Appellant • 

versus • 

SRI SRI SRI MEERJ SRI PUSAPATI r 
Vl/ilARAMA GAJAPATH1RAJU i 
MAHARAJAH MAUYA SULTAN ; 
BAHADUR, RAJAH of VIZ A- 
YANAGARAM and jlnothbr > 

— Plaintiffs — Respondents. .. 

Alluvion— AcnrtioH) principle jor, relating t 
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Indian rivers— Lankas, formation of —Title— Derelict 
and alluvial lands— Bengal Regulation II of 1825. 

Land, to be an accretion, must, according to the 
Common Law, be formed by gradual, slow and im- 
perceptible degrees. By ‘imperceptible’ is meant 
imperceptible in its progress, i e , step by step as the 
accretion is being formed and not imperceptible in 
the result, i.e., after a long lapse of time. It is the 
manner of the formation, not the result, which 
decides whether the addition is an accretion or not. 
If the addition was by gradual and insensible 
degrees, it is an accretion, while if a considerable 
increase takes place at one time, it is not an 
accretion. The increase must be imperceptible to an 
ordinary person as the addition is being formed, f P- 
899, col. 2; p. £00, col. 1.] 

Natural silting up, if gradual and imper- 
ceptible, will give the land to the adjoining owner, 
[p. 900, col. 1.] 

A perceptible addition made in the course of a 
single year during the annual rise of a river is a 
sudden increase and is not an accretion to the 
adjoining riparian land. [p. 902, col. 2.J 

There is no reason for giving the mud and sand 
deposited in large quantities in the bed of a river, 
which belongs to the Crown in trust for the public,’ 
to the adjoining owner simply because the deposit is 
also adherent to the adjoining land, so long as such 
deposits are distinguishable from the adjoining land. 
The principle of identity is applicable onlv to 
derelict lands exposed by the sudden recession of the 
sea or change of a liver's course, [p. 902, col. 2.] 

In adopting the law as to alluvion in India the 
Courts should be guided by local physical conditions. 
The principle laid down in Bengal Regulation II of 
1825 affords the best practical guide in applying the 
law of accretion to the case of large Indian rivers. 
Under that Regulation, all that is necessary is that 
the accretion should be by gradual alluvial process; 
it need not be imperceptible, and it need not be 
slow. [p. 903, col. J.] 

The fact that original boundary is known or 
ascertainable docs not render the law of accretion 
inapplicable, [p. 904, col. 1.] 

Appeal against the decree of the Court of 
the Temporary Subordinate Judge, Rajah- 
mundry, in Original Suit No. 63 of 1912. 

Mr. V. Bamesam, Government Pleader, 
for the Appellant. 

The Hon’ble Mr. S. Srinivasa Aiyangar 
(Advocate- General) and Mr. S. Desikach an ar, 
for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Ayling, J. — In this case we have had the 
benefit of an exhaustive argument on both 
sides and are particularly indebted to the 
learned Government Pleader, Mr. V. Rame- 
sam, for the pains he has taken in presenting 
the facts to us in the clearest and most 
intelligible light. I have also had the 
advantage of perusing the judgment which 

57 


my learned brother is about to deliver, 
and can add nothing material to it. The 
evidence leaves no doubt in my mind that 
the lower Court’s decision on the question 
of fact is correct. The nucleus of the suit 
lanka is, not an island formed vertically 
in the bed of the Godaveri, but an accretion 
to plaintiff's pre-existing Vootachiguru Lanka 
formed in 1863 and severed from the latter 
about four years later. I do not think we 
should be justified in refusing to recognise 
plaintiff's title to the land thus formed on 
the ground of the comparative rapidity 
with which the formation took place. No 
doubt the reported decisions of the English 
Courts would seem to indicate that they 
would refuse to treat such a formation as 
an accretion, if it occurred in an English 
river: an addition of over 600 acres in the 
cuurse of a single flood season could not 
be described as slow and gradual according 
to the standard of additions by alluvion 
in English rivers. But there is nothing 
abnormal in such a phenomenon in Indian 
rivers: and although several cases have been 
quoted in which the Privy Council has dealt 
with claims to accretion by alluvion in Indian 
rivers, I find none in which this claim 
has been rejected merely on the ground 
of the extent of land thus newly fcrmed and 
the shortness of the period occupied in for- 
mation. In the cases Lopez v. AJuddun Mohun 
Thakoor (1) and Hursuhai Singh v. Syud 
Loetf Ah Khan (2) the lands claimed as ac- 
cretions measured in round figures 2,500 and 
5,000 acres respectively. The exact length 
of time occupied in formation does not 
appear, but it would seem to have been 
within a space of about fifteen years in each 
case. The claims by accretions were reject- 
ed solely on the principle of re-formation: 
and there is nothing in the judgments to 
suggest that apart from this, their Lordships 
would have hesitated to admit the claim by 
accretion. It seems to me the recognition of 
title by alluvial accretion is largely governed 
by the fact that the latter is due to the normal 
action of physical forces: and the different 
condition of Indian and English rivers is such 

(1) 13 M. I. A. 467; 14 W. R. (P. C.); II 6 B. L R. 
521; 2 Suth. P. C. J. 336; 2 Sar. P. C. J. 594; 20 E. R. 
625. 

(3) 2 I. A. 28; 14 B. L. R. 26S; 23 W. R. 8. 
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that what would be abnormal and almost 
miraculous in the latter is normal and 
commonplace in the former, as pointed out 
by their Lordships of the Privy Council in 
Srinath Royv. Dinabandhn Sen (3). Such a 
difference cannot be ignored in the applica- 
tion of the legal principles of alluvial ac- 
cretion: and it seems to have been given effect 
to in Bengal Regulation II of 1825. The 
only requirement in section 1 of that 
enactment is that this accession should be 
gradual, not that it should be slow or 
imperceptible. Abnormal changes due to 
sudden alterations of course and violent 
avulsions are separately provided for; but 
all accessions by gradual alluvion are treat- 
ed alike, irrespective of the rate of form- 
ation. 

I must confess to some doubt as to the 
extent to which the rapidly changing cha- 
racter of the formations in Indian rivers 
should affect the principles of re-formation. 
The permanence of the formations by alluvial 
accretions seems to vary inversely with 
their rapidity: and the lanka formed in 
the course of a year or two is frequently 
destroyed in an equally short space of time. 
Whether the proprietor of such an evanescent 
property should be deemed to be entitled 
ipso facto to all subsequent formations over 
the same portion of the river bed, whatever 
their origin, seems to me open to question. 
The re-formation principle was certainly 
recognised and acted upon by the Privy 
Council in two of the cases cited above, 
but the circumstances were peculiar and 
its general applicability to cases like the 
one before us does not follow. Fortunately 
although a certain amount of argument was 
devoted to this point, it is not one which 
need be decided for the purposo of the 
present appeal. 


I concur in the conclusions arrived at by 
my learned brother and would dismiss this 
appeal with costs. 


bkiNi \ asa Aiyangak, J. — This is a suit 
by the zemindar of Vizaynnagaram against 


(3) 25 Inch Cns. *107; 42 0. 4s‘> 41 
C. W. N. 1217; (1014) M. W. X. 054; 1 
M. L. T. 319; 12 A. L..1. 1193; 20 C. 
bom. L. U. 901 (l\ 0.). 
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the Government for a declaration that a 
certain lanka formed in the bed of the 
Godaveri belongs to him as an accretion 
to his adjoining lankas. The defendant, the 
Government, denied that the suit lanka 
was an accretion in the legal sense 
of the term and also urged that even if 
the suit lanka was an accretion, it 
was not formed laterally as an adjunct 
to or in contiguity with any lanka belonging 
to the plaintiff, but was formed vertically 
as an island in the bed of the Godaveri. At 
the place where the suit land lies the 
Godaveri is both navigable and tidal and it 
is not disputed that the bed of the river at 
that place belongs to the Government. The 
lanka in dispute is now an island surrounded 
on all sides by the river. The Trial Judge 
decided that the lanka was formed by alluvion 
in contiguity with the plaintiff’s land and 
was subsequently separated therefrom by the 
river and gave a decree to the plaintiff. The 
Government appeals. 

In the Court below the main contest 
seems to have been raised on the question, 
whether the suit land was formed as an 
island surrounded on all sides by the waters 
of the Godaveri. In fact, the Trial Judge 
devotes practically the whole of his judgment 
to the consideration of this question. In this 
Court, more especially after we had intimated 
to the Government Pleader that we agreed 
with the lower Court that the suit lanka wa9 
originally formed in contiguity with the 
plaintiff ’9 land, the main arguments addressed 
to us were on the second question, m., 
whether the suit lanka was an accretion in 
the technical sense of the term. The 
parties are not in agreement as to the time 
when the suit lanka was formed. 

The materials for the determination of the 
questions in dispute here consist of the 
several maps or plans of the river at the place 
of dispute from time to time, the amarakam 
or rent roll accounts of the plaintiff which 
are exhibited as T series, and certain 
muchilikas executed in favour of the plaintiff 
for his lankas for some of the years between 
1873 and 1905. The oral evidence in the 
case is not of much value. 

[After reviewing the history of the lanka 
in dispute, his Lordship proceeded]: — 
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It is clear from the foregoing review of 
the history of the formation of the suit lank i 
that the first question raised in this case, 
namely, whether the land in dispute was 
formed originally in the bed of the river as 
an island (i.e.), as a vertical formation, or as 
a lateral extension of the plaintiff’s lanka 
or at least of the site of the plaintiff’s lanka 
must be found for the plaintiff. It is also 
clear that the suit lanka was formed very 
rapidly and in some years during the annual 
rise very large additions were made, which 
could not but be perceptible as soon as the 
water subsided. 

The further question is whether the plaint- 
iff is entitled to the suit land as an accretion 
to his lankas. The learned Advocate-General 
strongly pressed on us that his original 
Betaru Lanka and the Thurpu Lanka, deliver- 
ed in 1870, and the juttingout land called the 
Vuta Lanka and Chiguru Lanka on the south- 
eastern corner where the original Betaru 
Lanka and Thurpu Lanka joined, were really 
one lanka without there being any discriminat- 
ing boundary between these portions, and 
was one big block of land by whatever name 
portions of the same may be described, and 
was subject to erosions or encroachments 
by the river and the additions formed were 
additions to the lanka as a whole and not to 
any particular portion of it. He laid stress 
on this matter as a basis for his contention 
that, however large in extent the additions 
may appear to be, as the formations were in 
contiguity with a long riverine line , they 
fall within the definition of accretions. 
The question then as a question of fact 
is whether the additions were additions made 
to a long coast line; I am inclined 
to think that the additions were to a 
somewhat narrow coast line of the land 
belonging to the plaintiff, that is, that the ad- 
ditions were in fact in or about the place and 
in extension of the Vuta Lanka and Chiguru 
Lanka which occupied the narrow promon- 
tory and the additions were not to a 

long coast line. In the course of the 
argument here and in the evidence before 
the lower Court the plaintiff, who in his 
plaint claimed the suit land as an accre- 
tion to his lankas , also put forward a 
case of re-formation in situ of his own 
lanka , as regards portions of the new 
formation. An examination of Exhibit 22, 


which for this purpose may be taken to 
be fairly accurate, shows that the re-forma- 
tion at the site of lands which belonged 
to the plaintiff is only a very insignificant 
portion of the huge block of land which 
is now claimed by the plaintiff. At the 
same time, I accept the argument of the 
learned Advocate-General that it is not 
possible to say the exact degree of addi- 
tions and erosions from time to time, 
though I think that in some years, at 
least, there have been very considerable 
additions, especially in the year 1883 when 
there was such a large addition as 76-7-7 
putties amounting to about 610 acres in the 
course of a single year. It is also clear that 
out of that addition of 610 acres, a consider- 
able portion must have been washed away 
between 1887 and 1888 and there must 
have been subsequent additions till 
about the date of the suit the whole 
island was over a thousand acres in ex- 
tent. These being my conclusions on the 
facts of the case, it remains now to 
apply the law. 

The law of accretion, which is now a 
part of the law of all civilised countries, 
seems to have had its origin in the 
civil law, though no doubt in the applica- 
tion of the principle the conditions prevail- 
ing in different countries have neces- 
sarily to be taken into account. French 
Code, sections 556 to 563, German Civil 
Law, Article 331, Schuster. It is now quite 
settled in England that land to be an 
accretion must be formed by gradual, slow 
and imperceptible degrees. By impercep- 
tible is meant imperceptible in its progress, 
i. e ., step by step as tbe accretion is being 
formed, and not imperceptible in the result, 
i, e ., after a long lapse of time. It is scarcely 
necessary to refer to more than two cases, 
one the leading case of King v. Lord 
Yarborough (4), reported subnomine King v. 
Lord Yarborough (5), adec ision of the House 
of Lords, and the other Attorney ‘General v. 

M' Car thy (6). It is the manner of the 
formation not the result which decides 

(4) (1824) 3 B. & C. 91; 4 D. & R. 790; 107 E. R. 
668; 27 R. R. 392. 

(5) (1828) 2 Bligh (n. s.) 147; 1 Dow. & Cl. 178; 

5 Bing. 163; 4 E» R. 1087 ; 31 R. R. 35. | 

(6) (1911) 2 Irish Rep. 260; 12 Ir. L. R. 339, 
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whether the addition is an accretion or 
not, and it was said that if the addition 
was by gradual and insensible degrees it 
is an accretion, while if a considerable 
increase takes place at nne time it is 
not an accretion. King v. Lr.nl Yarborough (4). 
In Attorney -Geneial v. M' Carthy (b) Justice 
Gibson pointed out that a sudden accre- 
tion would not give the land to the owner 
of the adjoining land. He stated, however, 
the difficulty in the application of the 
doctrine in these terms: What is the 

base to which the addition is to 
be made and what is to be the method 
of observation? Is the increase to be 
latent at the end of a week or of a 
month?” He answered the question by 
saying that it must be imperceptible to 
an ordinary person as the addition is be- 
ing formed. In a still more recent case 
from the Colonies, Lord Shaw delivering 
the judgment of the Privy Council 
stated that the accretion should be 
natural and should be slow and gradual, 
so slow and gradual as to be in a practical 
sense imperceptible in its course and progress 
as it occurs. And in another place he 
said that natural silting up, if gradual and 
imperceptible, will give the land to the 
adjoining owner. Attorney- General for 
Nigeria v. Holt ,y C<>. (7). 1 do not 

know if it is necessary to refer to any 
other case in England as to the meaning of 
the words ‘gradual, slow and imperceptible;’ 
but I may as well refer to a few cases in 
England where the principle was applied 
in concrete instances. In Attorney- General 
v. Chambeis (8) the Lord Chancellor, 
referring at page 69 to the evidence of 
witnesses for the Crown who said that 
the alluvia] land had not been added 
to the main land gradually and impercepti- 
bly but rapidly, observed as follows: — If by 
the word rapidly’ the witnesses mean per- 
ceptible, then the Crown and not the defendant 
will be entitled to there accretions, but if 
the witnesses merely mean that at the 
expiration of some period of time, they 


could perceive the changes which had taken 
place although they could not discern 
them in their progress then another im- 
portant question may arise.” In Foster v. 
Wright (9) Justice Lindley, as he then was, 
said. “ ‘The change of the bed’ of the 
river has been gradual and although the 
river bed is not now where it was, the 
shifting of the bed has not been percepti- 
ble from hour to hour, from day to day, 
from week to week, nor in fact at all except by 
comparing its position of Ute years with its 
position many years before.” A case where 
it was decided that the accretion was not 
imperceptible and, therefore, did not belong 
to the adjoining owner may usefully be 
referred to, for the purpose of showing 
in what sense this phrase is understood 
in England. In Attorney-General v. Reeve 

(10) the evidence was that the accretion 
was going on for a long number of years 
and that it averaged about 30 feet a year. 
The accretion was perceptible in a month. 
During the interval between 187S and the 
date of the action (which was about five years 
after) the accretion was 300 feet. There are 
some instructive observations in the coarse of 
the argument. Lord Colleridge in his judgment 
after referring to the Institutes, Bracton, and 
Lord Hale’s book, and Kingv. L rd Yarborough 
(4>, Hull and Selby Railway , In re 

(11) and Attorney General v. Chambers (8), 
as to the meaning of the word gradual 
and imperceptible, said that unless the 
evidence established that the increase was 
so insensible that it could not be deter- 
mined even that the sea was there, the land 
would not belong to the adjoining owner. 
And referring to the evidence in tt at 
case said, ‘that this advance of the beach 
and receding of the line of ordinary high 
water maik could be plainly perceived from 
time to time as it went on, that when 
the wind was blowing strong from north- 
west to north with a high tide it was often 
visible from day to day and that the 
witness had frequently noticed during the 
prevelanee of such winds that the line of 


(7) ( 1 9 1 r> ) A. V. M L. .1. I*. C. 98. 

(N) (1869) 4 l)r (J. A .1. f>f*; I Dr U. M. A (.i. I0(i; 
n Jill- (n s ) 746; 7 W. R. 104; 46 R. K. ‘J'J; J‘J4 R. R. 



(9) (1870) 4 0. 1\ 1). 438; 49 L. J. C. 1\ 97; 44 J. 

P * 

1.1* 

(I") (issr.) l t. I.. K. 075. 

(II) (INS'!) 5 M. & W. 327; S L. J. Ex. 260, 52 
K. K. 733; )ol K. R. 189. 



Vol. XL] 


IKUlAiS CASKS. 


901 


SECRETARY OF STATE V. RAJAH OF VIZAYAN AGAR AM. 


ordinary high water mark receded some 
10 or 12 feet in a single tide.” If that 
test is applied to this case or the test 
as laid down by the Privy Council in 
Attorney -General for Nigeria v. Holt Co. % (7), 
I am afraid it is not possible to say that the 
accretion was gradual, slow and imperceptible. 
But in England, they have not such large 
rivers as we have in India. 

The formation of these lankas in the 
Gcdaveri was succinctly and accurately 
described by Mr. Mackenzie in a report 
made to the High Court in the case of 

Ramalnlcshmamma v. Collector of Godavcri 

(12), which was finally decided by the 

Privy Council in Ramalnlcshmamma v. Col- 
lector of Godavari (13). The river, which is 
subject to annual floods, deposits in 
each season a considerable quantity of 
silt in certain places thereby forming 
very large and extensive cultivable soil in 
the bed of the stream. The flood lasts 

between June and September, and as soon 
as the flood subsides the soil newly form- 
ed is* quite perceptible and is easily dis- 

tinguishable from the previous existing 
land. Sometimes of course these formations 
are made as islands in the midst of 
the waters and sometimes they are thrown 
up in contiguity with a pre existing lanka 
or the mainland. What happens underneath 
the water of course is imperceptible, but it is 
difficult to say that the formation is slow or 
imperceptible in its progress. If we apply, 
therefore, the test which is applied in England, 
there can scarcely be any doubt that 
lankas formed in the Godaveri are not 
accretions at all, but I doubt whether that 
is the principle which is applicable in 
India. 

In America where some of the rivers are 
very large, where also similar formations 
known as batture are * not uncommon, a 
somewhat different rule is applied. There 
also the law is stated in terms of the 
Common Law rule, they also rely on the 
Institutes of Gaius and Justinian, cite 
Braoton, Hale and Balokstone and purport 
to follow the leading decisions in England, 


(12) 5 M. L. .7. 244. 

( 13 ) 2'2 M. 464; 1 Bom L. R. G36; 3 C. W. N. 7/7; 
27 1. A 107; 7 Sar. P. C. J. 5 54; 8 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) ' 
332 (P. C f ), 


but they understand ‘imperceptible’ as not 
perceivable in any given moment of time; and 
even large additions made rapidly by 
gradual alluvial process are considered 
accretions to the neighbouring: lind; but 
where the increase is sudden or instantaneous 
it is said it belongs to the sovereign. Of 
this rule Baron Pollock remarked: ‘It can 
hardly be possible that it can be perceptible 
each moment of time except in the case 
of a convulsion.” Mayor etc. of New 
Orleans v. United States (14), where the 
words slow and imperceptible” is omitted, 
Hagan v. Campbell ( 1 5), St. Clair Co. v. Loving - 
ston (16) and note in 58 L. R. A. page 193. 
Tn Jeff er is v. East Omaha Land Co. (17) 
Counsel in argument said that in the cases 
decided in the Supreme Court the changes 
were very rapid and yet the doctrine of 
accretion was enforced in them. I may 
refer for «n application of this dootrine to 
a case reported as Mttlry v. Norton (18). 

In India there have been several cases 
decided by the Privy Council with reference 
to the law of accretion in Bengal. In 
one of the early cases in which the ques- 
tion was discussed, T.opez v. Muddun Mohan 
Thakoor (1), the test laid down was, in the 
language of the English Law, that the accre- 
tion should be gradual, slow and impercep- 
tible and the reason of the law was said 
to be the necessity of the case and the 
difficulty of having to determine year by year 
to whom an inch or a foot or a yard 
belongs. There have been other cases in 
which the extent of land claimed was quite 
large, for instance in Ritraj Kunw r v. 
Sarfaraz K un war (19) where the land in 
dispute was over 2,000 acres in extent, and 
in Jaggot Singh v. Brig Nath Kunwar (20), 
where it was about 4,000 acres in extent. 
But in these two cases the land which 
was claimed was identifiable as the land of 


(14) 10 Peters 662; 9 7, aw. Ed. 573. 

(15) 33 Am. Dec. 267 at p. 271; 8 Porter 9. 

(36) 23 Wall. 46; 90 U. S. XX til 59. 

(17) 134 U. S. 178; 33 Law. Ed 872. 

(18) 53 Am. Rep. 206; 100 N. 5 4^6. 

(19) 27 A. 655; 2 A. L. J. 623; 2 C. L. .T. 185; 9 
C. W. N. 889; 8 O. C. 293; 15 M. L. .7. 349; 7 Pom. 
L. R. 872; 32 I. A. 165; 8 Sar. P. C. .7. 873 (P. C.). 

(20) 27 C. 768; 27 I. A. 81; 4 C. W. X. 555; 7 Sar 
P. C. J.699; 14 lnd. Doc. (n. s.) 502 (P. C.), 
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another person; and it is to be observed 
that in both the oases the rule that to 
form an accretion by alluvion the addition 
must be by gradual, slow and imperceptible 
means was reiterated \_aee Ritraj Kunwarv. Sai - 
farm Knnwm( 19), perSir Andrew Sooble, and 
Jaggot Singh v. Brij Nath Knnwar(20), per Lord 
Robertson]. The learned Advooate-General in 
one portion of his argument in fact contended 
that unless the added land is identifiable 
as the land of another, it belongs to the 
adjoining owner whether the same was 
formed gradually or slowly or suddenly or 
perceptibly, and relied on an extract from 
a judgment of the Supreme Court of 
Missouri printed in a note at page 321 
of Farnham on Waters. 1 doubt if the 
passage supports the Advocate-General’s 
position and in the absence of the full 
judgment it is impossible to say what was 
held in that case. If of course everything 
is an accretion within the meaning of the 
law which is not identifiable as another 
man’s land, i. <?., in all cases where land is 
formed adherent to another man’s land by 
deposits of sand or soil, however* large or 
sudden such deposits may be, i. in all 
cases of alluvial deposits, the plaintiff 
would certainly be entitled to the suit 
property, for the mud in solution which 
is percipitated as the waters subside cannot 
be identified as another man’s property; 
but it seems to me that that is not the 
law. It is certainly not the law in England, 
Stephen’s Blackstone, Vol. I, page339, Hi ml son 
v. Ashby (21 ), Attorney-General v. Recce (10), 
and is contrary to the opinion of tho 
Judicial Committee in Xogcndcr Chnndcr (those 
v. Mahomed Rsoff (22), where their Lordships 
draw the distinction hot ween mere physical 
adhesion and accretion or increment urn 
latens ; and as far as 1 understand it, it does 
not appear to be the law even in America. 
Morris v. R/ooke (23). It is to be observed 
that the author Farnham himself states 
the law in terms of tho common law rule 
and in a very considerable number of cases 
both in the Supreme Court of the United 
States and the States there is always a 
discussion as to the nature of the formation, 

W (1896) 2 l’h. 1; 65 |j. J. Cl». a 15; 71 h. T. 327; 
45 W. It. 252; <>(> J. P. 1s t, 

( 22 ) 10 11. h. K. 40(1 at P . 421; is W. |{. n;*. 3 S;ir 
f\ C. J. 151 (!\(\). 

(24) 55 Am. Hop, 215 feet -note. 


namely, whether it was gradual or slow. 

If the only question was whether the land 
was identifiable as that of another, no ques- 
tion of gradual or slow increase can possibly 
arise in any case of alluvial deposit. See also 
Secretary of State v. Kculrikutti (24). In 
Moharayirt Sibessury Dabee v. Lukhy Dabee 

(25) and Tar ini Churn Sinha v. 1 Vatstn 
cV Co. (26) the Calcutta High Court 
and in the recent case of Srinath Roy v. 
Dinabandhu Sen (3) the Privy Council had 
to consider the right of jalkar or fishery. 
Though it was not necessary for the purpose 
of these decisions to deal with the law 
of accretion, as it was held that the right 
of jalkar did not depend on the ownership 
of the soil and that the grantee can follow 
the river, there are valuable observations 
in them as to the right to the soil as 
affected by accretion or tho converse 
process of recession. Lord Sumner delivering 
the judgment of the Privy Council said, 
that questions of alluvion would depend upon 
the rapidity of expansion, see page 232; and 
referring to the change in the course of the 
river in Watsons case (26), remarked that the 
change was a sudden one taking place in the 
case of a single year and not by imperceptible 
or slow encroachments. On reading these 
remarks, I am inclined to think that a 
perceptible addition made in the course of 
a single year during the annual rise of the 
river is a sudden increase and 19 not an 
accretion to the adjoining riparian laud; and 
if the reason for the rule is as stated in 
Lopez's case (1), or founded on general seourity 
and convenience, as said in Attorney General 
for Nigeria v. Holt vS* Co. (7), I can 
find no reason for giving the mud and 
sand deposited in large quantities in the bed 
of a river, which belongs to the Crown in 
trust for the public, to the adjoining owner 
simply because the deposit is also adherent 
to the adjoining land so long as such deposits 
are distinguishable from the adjoining land. 
The principle of identity is I think applic- 
able only to derelict lands or lands 
exposed by the sudden recession of the 
sea or change of a river's course. If the 
principle of identity is to be applied to 


(24) 13 M. 369; 4 1ml. l>oo. (n. $.) 969. 

(25) 1 \Y. R. SS. 

(26) 17 C. 963; 8 lud. Doc. (.n. $.) 11SS. 
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alluvial land, I can find no reason for giving 
land belonging to one, in this case the 
Crown, to the neighbouring owner, simply 
because the river throws a large quantity 
of mud on it so as to show it above the 
surface of water. 

However that may be, the observations 
of Lord Sumner, pages 244, 245 of the 

report, in Srinath Roy v. Dinabandhn Sen (3) 
show that in adopting the law as to allu- 
vion in India we should be guided by 
local physical conditions. I think the prin- 
ciples laid down in the Bengal Regulation, 
as observed by the Judicial Committee at 
Ramalaksh mamma v. Collector of Godavari (13), 
afford the best practical guide in applying 
the law of accretion in the case of such 
large rivers as the Godaveri. Under that 
Regulation all that is necessary is that the 
accretion should be by gradual alluvial 
process; it need not be imperceptible, and 
it need not be slow. Applying this test 
to this case, as I have said already, it is 
not possible to say that the accretion here 
was cot a gradual addition to the land of 
the plaintiff, though the extent of land added 
in any particular flood season may be quite 
perceptil le and may easily be ascertain- 
able. In Ramalakshmamma v. Collector of 
Godavari (13) the dispute related to a lanka 
formed in this very river; the extent of the 
lanka was about 300 acres which was formed 
in the course of about three years. Nobody 
ever suggested that the law of accretion 
did not apply to that case, though at page 
459 their Lordships made some observations 
showing that an accretion must be by 
gradual, imperceptible deposits. In H (5), 
which again related to a lanka formed in 
the Godaveri, the original formation which 
appears to have come up above the water 
in a single year (1850) was 370 acres in 
extent. It was never suggested by the 
Government or its officers with reference to 
the disputes in connection with the suit 
lanka that it was not a gradual formation 
to which the law of accretion is applicable, 
till after the present suit was filed. The 
whole dispute, though it began in 1889, was 
a boundary dispute with reference to 
Larminie’s line. No claim was made either 
by the Government or Kota ryots to any 
land to the west of that line, although the 
formation was a single whole which was 
growing by perceptible degrees from year to 


year. If the formation was not an accre- 
tion in the sense of a gradual formation 
it is really matter for surprise that Govern- 
ment should not have laid claim to the 
whole of the land and not merely to the 
eastern portion, as they did till the institution 
of this suit in 1909. It must be remembered 
that Mr. Morris, who decided the suit of 1867, 
referred to the decision of the Privy Council 
in Doe d. Seebkristo v. East India Com - 
pany( 27) and said that land formed by gradual 
accretion belongs to the owner of the adja- 
cent soil. There was a survey of the Kotipalli 
village and the land to the west of Lar- 
minie’s line, although it formed part of the 
present suit land, was measured and survey- 
ed as belonging to the plaintiff. That was 
in 1895. It was said that this was only a 
river conservancy survey, and even if it was 
so, its value as evidence is not affected. 
The dispute again was the subject of a 
settlement by Mr. (now the Hon’ble Mr. 
Justice) Spencer in 1896. Then too no 
question was raised with regard to the right 
of the plaintiff to this land as an accretion 
to his original latika but the only claim 
made and allowed in favour of the Kota 
ryots was to the northern portion of the 
land on the eastern side of Larminie’s line. 
Even this was objected to by the plaintiff 
when some attempt was made to settle the 
question under the Boundaries Marks Act. 
While that matter was pending, there was a 
survey made of the whole of the zemindari 
at the request of the zemindar by the Gov- 
ernment in 1904. Prior to that date in 
connection with the dispute proposed to be 
settled under the Boundaries Marks Act, 
Mr. Lakshmana Rao, agent of the plaintiff, 
had already filed plan Exhibit V which 
showed clearly that the disputed lanka was 
a very large formation and that the major 
portion of the lanka which had belonged 
to tbe plaintiff had been washed away. 
Although there was then this dispute bet- 
ween the parties, in the survey of 1904, 
Exhibit G, a considerable portion of the 
disputed lanka was measured as belonging 
to tbe plaintiff There again nobody ever 
suggested that this was not an accretion. 
Further the immediate cause of this suit 
was the levy of a so-called penal assessment 

(27) 6 M. I. A. 267; 10 Moore P. C. 140; 1 Sar. P. C. 
J. 540; 19 E. R. 100; 110 R. R. 21. 
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by the Government and that assessment was 
with regard to lands east of Larminie’s line. 
There again the Government never suggest- 
ed that this was not an accretion in the 
sense of a gradual formation. It is only 
after the suit was filed with reference to 
the eastern portion that Government in 
their written statement for the first time 
stated that this was not an accretion and 
it was neither slew nor imperceptible. I am 
not certain that the Government Pleader 
argued that the formation was not even 
gradual, though he no doubt strongly press- 
ed upon us that the whole or at least a 
large portion of the original formation was 
in one year and was not, therefore, slow or 
imperceptible. In these circumstances, more 
especially as it is possible for the plaintiff 
to contend, the learned Advocate General 
did in fact raise that contention, that owing 
to the attitude of the Government he had 
lost evidence which he could have preserved, 
and in the doubtful state in which the 
matter is left, namely, whether the present 
suit land or lanku was originally formed in 
one particular year, though it was subject 
to rapid changes by erosions and large addi- 
tions in subsequent years and if it was, 
whether it did not begin at the site of the 
plaintiff’s Vutachigarn Lanka, I am not pre- 
pared to say that the law of accretion does 
not apply to this formation. I, therefore, 
hold, though not without hesitation, that 
the second point also should be decided in 
favour of the plaintiff. 


It only remains to notice two other point* 
raised by the Government Pleader for the 
first time in appeal. He contended that ne 
the extent and boundaries of the plaintiff’s 
Ictikas in the river were accurately ascertain, 
able from the map or plan H 5, any lands 
subsequently formed even by gradual, slow 
and imperceptible alluvion in what was the 
bed of the river in 1^70 belonged to the 
Crown; and relied chi< fly on the observations 
of the Lord Chancellor in Attorney General 
v. Chambers (8). This question was elaborate- 
ly considered in Attorney- Gnural v. Hl'Carthi 
(6) referred to, and the conclusion reached 
that there was no such principle nrd the 
fact that the original b< undnry was known 
or ascertainable did not render the Jaw of 
accretion inapplicable; and the observations 
cf the Privy Council in Attorney. Gnu ral 


for Nigeria v. Holt Co. (7) are to 
the same effect. The surveys in this case 
were not within the category of the agri limitati 
of the Civil Law [St. Clair Co. v. Lovingston 
(16). Hunter’s Roman Law, page 276 and 
12 L. Q. R. 353 (?)]. This contention must, 
therefore, be disallowed. 

The other point relates to a claim made 
now for the first time that the Govern- 
ment is in any event entitled to that por- 
tion of the land which is a re formation on 
the site of the Kotoseri Lanka. No evidence 
was directed to the question and the Govern- 
ment Pleader relies entirely on his plan, 
Exhibit XXII, prepared and filed for the 
purpose of this litigation, to prove that 
there has been any re-formation at all on 
the site of the defendant’s lanka. We 
cannot assume that Exhibit XXII is accurate 
for this purpose and if we allow this conten- 
tion, it would be neoessary to remand an 
issue for trial to the lower Court. We 
must decline to do more, especially as the 
land which the defendant can establish a 
title to, on this basis, was said to be very 
small. The appeal must be dismissed with 
costs. 

Appeal dismissed. 

v.r.p. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 2339 of 1916. 

April 19, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Sbadi Lai 
and Mr, Justice LeRossignol. 

CHHUNNU LAL — Plaintiff — Appellant 

versus 

The BANK of UPPER INDIA, LIMITED, 

DELHI— Defendant— Respondent. 

Companies Act (17/ of 1913', s. 153- Scheme of 

composition* ^ when takes effect— Declaration, suit for , 

that plaintiff s liability on pro-note ha* ceased — Frame 

oj smt — ApjH'al — Court-fees on memommlum of appeal 
— Objection. 

rinintifTlmd a deposit of Rs. 4,000 in the detan. 
dant bank payable on the 10th October 1914. On 
the 3rd September 1914 ho borrowed Rs. 2,000 at 
11 P or l ' ont Per annum on the security of his deposit 
and executed a pro- note for the amount. On the Sth 
l etcher 1914 the bank suspended payment, and on the 
wth a«d 13th October the plaintiff wrote to the Bank 
to pay him the balance after deducting Rs. 2,000, 
and received a reply that *s the Bank had stopped 
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business no action could be taken. The Bank started 
business again on the 1st July 1915 under a scheme 
sanctioned by the Allahabad High Court, by which 
debentures a»d preference shares were to be issued 
to all “fixed depositors” in lieu of their deposits. The 
plaintiff brought this suit for a declaration that his 
liability on the pro-note had come to an end and for 
an injunction that the Bank be directed to make 
entries in the books accordingly: 

Held , (1) that the operation of the scheme 
sanctioned by the High Court did not date back to 
the time when the Bank suspended payment but 
that it affected only those persons who were creditors 
at the time when the sanction was accorded by the 
Court; [p. 906, cols. 1 & 2. 

(2) that at the latter date the plaintiff’s debt had 
come to an end and he was a creditor to the extent 
of Rs 2,000 and that the arrangement must, there- 
fore, be confined in its operation to his position as 
a creditor to that extent; [p. 906, col. 2.] 

(3) that inasmuch as the Bank wanted the plain- 
tiff to accept the position of a creditor to the extent 
of Rs. 4,000 and that of a debtor for Rs. 2,000 and 
the plaintiff repudiated his liability as such, urging 
that he was a creditor to the extent of Rs. 2,000, and 
was prepared to accept the terms of the scheme 
to that extent, no other remedy was open to him to 
have an adjudication upon his alleged liability as a 
debtor other than the action for declaration and 
injunction as brought by him and that he was, there- 
fore, entitled to the relief claimed, [p. 906, col. 2.] 

Where on an objection being taken asto the insuffi- 
ciency of Court-fee on a memorandum of appeal it 
appeared that the Court-fee was exactly the same 
as that on the plaint and that the Trial Judge had on 
an objection by the defendant framed an issue on 
the point and decided it in favour of the plaintiff 
and the defendant had accepted the decision and 
stamped his own appeal in the lower Appellate Court 
accordingly: 

Held , that under the circumstances the objection 
could not be entertained, [p. 905, col. 2.] 

Second appeal from the deoree of the 
District Judge, Delhi, dated the 7th July 
1916, reversing that of the Subordinate 
Judge, second class, Delhi, dated the 27th 
April 1916, decreeing the claim. 

Rai Sahib Lala Moti Sogar , for the Appel- 
lant. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. W. Parker , for the 
Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — The relevant facts of this 
case are as follow?: — The plaintiff Chhunnu 
Lai had a deposit of Rs. 4,000 in the 
Bank of Upper India payable on the 10th 
October 1914. On the 3rd of September 
1914 he borrowed a sum of Rs. 2,000 
at 12 per cent, per annum on the security 
of the above deposit and executed a pro- 
note for the amount. On the 8th October 
1914 the Bank suspended payment, and 
op the 12th and '13th October the plaintiff 


wrote to the Bank to pay him the balance 
after deducting Rs. 2,000, and received a 
reply that, as the Bank had stopped busi- 
ness, no action could be taken in pursu- 
ance of the request contained in the letters. 
It appears that on the 1st July 1915 the 
Bank started business again under a scheme 
sanctioned on the 2nd of June by the 
High Court of Judicature for the North 
Western Provinces under section 153 of 
the Indian Companies Act, Vil of 1913, 
by which debentures and preference shares 
were to be issued to all fixed depositors’ 
in lieu of their deposits. 

The plaintiffs case is that on the ICth 
October 1914, when the deposit of Rs. 
4,000 fell due, his liability on the pro- 
note came to an end, and that he became 
a creditor to the extent of the balance. In 
answer to this case it is contended on 
behalf of the Bank that the plaintiff is 
a creditor in respect of the entire amount 
of Rs. 4,000, that the loan taken by him on 
the pro note has not been discharged, and 
that he is liable to pay the same with 
interest at the stipulated rate. To obtain 
an adjudication upon the rights inter se 
of the parties the plaintiff brought the 
present action for a declaration that his 
liability on the pro- note had come to an 
end, and for an injunction that the defend- 
ant Bank be directed to make entries in 
the books accordingly. The Court of First 
Instance decreed the claim, but the learned 
District Judge on appeal accepted the 

contention of the Bank and dismissed the 
suit- The plaintiff has come up to this 
Court on second appeal, and Mr. Parker 
for the respondent raises the preliminary 
objection that the Court-fee on the memo- 
randum of appeal is insufficient. Now, the 
Court fee on the memorandum is exactly 
the same as that on the plaint, and it 
appears that the Trial Judge on an objec- 
tion by the defendant framed an issue on 
the point and determined it in favour of 
the plaintiff. The defendant evidently 
accepted the deoision, stamped his own 
appeal in the lower Appellate Court accord- 
ingly, and did not impeach the correctness of 
the finding before that Court. In these 
circumstances the preliminary objection 
cannot be entertained and must be over- 
ruled. 

• • 
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Upon the merits there oan be no manner 
of doubt that on the 10th of October 1914, 
when the deposit matured, the defendant 
Bank was not entitled to call upon the 
plaintiff to pay the debt due on the 
pro-note, considering that it had already 
in its possession Rs. 4,00C belonging 
to the plaintiff and payable to him at 
once. As observed already the debt was 
secured on the deposit, and the plaintiff 
took the further precaution of writing to 
the Bank to appropriate part of the money, 
which had become due to him, to the debt 
due by him on the pro-note. Whether we 
apply the rule of set-off which finds ex- 
pression in the Code of Civil Procedure 
[of which the application to companies in 
liquidation has been recognised in a Division 
Bench judgment of this Court reported as 
Mehr Chand v. Amritsar Bank (1)] or treat the 
case as one of payment, it is manifest and 
indeed it is not contested by the defendant, 
that apart from the scheme sanctioned by the 
High Court in June 1915, the Bank could not 
have successfully maintained a suit for the 
recovery of Rs. 2,000. It is further clear 
that if the plaintiff had, prior to the enforce- 
ment of the scheme in question, brought 
an action for the balance of the deposit 
after giving credit for Rs. 2,000, the 
Bank could not have offered any resistance 
to that suit and could not have claimed 
that the debt on the pro note had not been 
extinguished. 

The question then arises whether the 
scheme or arrangement sanctioned by the 
High Court altered the jural relations of 
the parties in such a way as to revive the 
debt due by the defendant, which debt had 
to all intents and purposes ceased to exist 
It is to be observed that the scheme 
applies only to the creditors and shareholders 
of the Bank, and this is clear from section 
lod of the Indian Companies Act, which 
enacts that if a majority in number, re . 
presenting three-fourths i n value of the 
creditors, agree to any compromise or arrange- 
ment, the compromise or arrangement shall 
i sanct.oned by the Court, he binding on 
all the creditors and al<o on the cun 
pany Now, ,t seems ( us that the arrange- 
ment could afleet only those persons who 

'' v "' >• «. 


were creditors at the time when the sanc- 
tion was accorded by the Court, or at 
the time when the application under section 
153 was presented to the Court (if we 
apply the analogy of section 168 relating 
to the date of the commencement of the 
winding up by the Court). At the 
latter date the plaintiff’s debt had come 
to an end, and he was a creditor to 
the extent of only Rs. 2,000, and the 
arrangement must be confined in its opera- 
tion to his position as a creditor to that 
extent. We cannot aocept the view that 
the operation of the scheme dates back to 
the time when the Bank suspended pay- 
ment. There is nothing in the Indian 
Companies Act or in the order of the 
High Court which would support that 
contention, and on general principles it is 
clear that the liability could not be revived 
by any arrangement which came into opera- 
tion subsequently. Whether the plaintiff 
is to be treated as a fixed depositor or a 
creditor of any other description is a 
matter which is not directly before us, and 
we are not called upon to pronounce any 
opinion thereupon. 

As to the form of the suit, a perusal of 
the correspondence between the parties 
leaves no doubt that the Bank wanted the 
plaintiff to accept the position of a creditor 
in respect of R*. 4,0,0 and that of a debtor 
for Rs. 2,000 and that the plaintiff wholly 
repudiated his liability as such. He 
maintained that he was a creditor to the 
extent of Rs. 2,000, and if he is to that 
extent prepared to accept the terras of the 
scheme, it is manifest that no remedy is 
open to him to have an adjudication upon 
hi* alleged liability as a debtor other than 
the action for declaration and injunction 
as brought by him. Indeed, the learned 
Advocate for the Bank is unable to suggest 
any other form of action or any other relief 
to which the plaintiff was entitled and which 
be has not claimed in the suit. We accord- 
ingly agree with the Subordinate Judge that 
no valid objection can be taken to the frame 
of the suit. 

hor the foregoing reasons we accept the 

appeal and reversing the decree of the lower 

Appellate Court restore that of the Court 
of hirst Instance with costs throughout. 

Appeal accepted. 
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PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Letters Patent Appeals Nos. 53 to 58 

' op 1916. 

May 22, 1917. 

Present : — Sir Edward Chamier, Kt., Chief 
Justice, and Mr. Justice Mulliok. 

KUNTI DAI — Appellant 

versus 

JHARU LAL DAS MAZUMDAR and 

others — Respondents. 

Bengal Tenancy Act ( VIII of 1885J, Sch. Ilf , Part I, 
Art. 3, applicability of — Possession, suit for , by tenant 
- — Dispossession by landlord , not as such — Limitation . 

Per Chamier, C J . — Article 3, Sch. Ill, Part T, 
Bengal Tenancy Act, applies only to a suit by 
a raiyat or under- rat* g/at against his landlord, 
including one or more of several landlords. If 
it is shown that the plaintiff raiyat is in fact 
a tenant of the defendant who dispossessed 
him in respect of the land claimed in the suit, the 
Article will apply. The reason or excuse given or 
supposed to have been given by the landlord for 
I dispossessing his tenant appears to have no bearing 
on the enactment, [p. 007, col. 1."] 

Per Mullick, J. — Whether the plaintiff admits the 
defendant to be his landlord or not or the defendant 
admits that the plaintiff is his raiyat or not, if in 
fact the relationship of landlord and tenant is found 
to exist then Article 3, Schedule III, Part I, Bengal 
Tenancy Act, will apply. [p..909, col. 1.] 

The policy of the Legislature since 1885 is to 
rigorously exclude all other Statutes of Limitation 
•whenever it is possible to apply the special limita- 
tion provided by the Rent Acts. [p. 909, col. 2.] 

Where a co-sharer landlord dispossessed a raiyat 
claiming the land as his zero it and in a suit for 
recovery of possession by the tenant brought more 
than two years after the date of dispossession it was 
found as a matter of fact that the land was really 
the least of the tenant: 

Held, that the suit was barred by limitation under 
Article 3, Schedule III, Part I, Bengal Tenancy Act, 
even though when dispossessing the tenant the 
landlord did not purpoit to act as landlord of the 
holdirg. [p. 908, col. 1; p. 909, col. 1.] 

Kamal Dhari Thakur v. Rameshuar Singh, 19 Ind. 
Cas. 545; 17 C. W. N. 817; Abhoy Churn Mookcrjce 
v. Shaik Titu, 2 C. W. N. 175; Brojo Kishore Mahapatra 
v. Saraswati Dassi, 6 C. W. N. 333; Mahomed Khalil 
v. Hirendra Nath Bhattacharya, 5 C. L. J. 650, com- 
mented upon and distinguished. 

Letters Patent Appeals from decisions of 
Mr. Justice Atkinson, in Second Appeals Nos. 
1400 to 1425, dated the 16th May 1916, 

reversing the decisions of the District Judge, 
Bhagalpur, dated the 10th February 1912, 
modifying those of the Munsif, Bhagalpur, 
dated the 2nd May, 1911. 

Messrs. Hasan Imam , Lalit Mohan Ghosh , 
and Gartga Dhar Das } for the Appel- 
lants, 


Messrs. P. K. Das and SniUndra Nath Palit , 
for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. 

Chamier, C. J. — These six appeals arise 
out of three suits brought by the respondents 
for possession of nine plots of land in villages 
Karharia, Bhooria, Mohiama and Salondha 
appertaining to Tottzi No. 96, Pargana and 
District Bhagalpur. The respondents had 
in this zemindar i a small share which passed 
at an execution sale in 1902 to one 

Srimati Jai Mangalbatti Misrain, who died 
since these suits were instituted and is 
represented before us by the appellant. 
For the sake of convenience I will treat 
the purchaser as the appellant and refer 
to her as such. It was found by the 

Court of First Appeal that the respondents 
were prior to the sale in possession of the 
nine plots in question in these appeals as 
raiyats and that they remained in possession 
of the plots till 1907, when they were 
dispossessed by the appellant. It appears 
that in settlement proceedings in 1906 the 
appellant claimed the nine plots as her 

k amat lands. The Settlement Authorities 
rejected her claim, but wrongly, as it has 
now been found, recorded the plots as 

babas), t maWc. The appellant dispossessed 
the respondents of the plots in Salondha 
and Karharia in August and September 
1907 and of the plots in Bhooria and 
Mahiama in October and November 1907. 
The present suits were instituted on 

November 15th, 1909, on the re opening of 
the Courts after the annual vacation of 
one month. The Court of First Appeal 
allowed the claims to the plots in Bhooria 
and Mahiama but dismissed the claims to 
the plots in Salondha and Karharia 
on the ground that they were barred by 
limitation under Article 3, Schedule III, 
to the Bengal Tenancy Act. Both 
sides appealed and a learned Judge of 
this Court held that both sets of claims 
were within time. Hence these six ap- 
peals by the defendant or rather by her 
representative. 

It was conceded before us that Appeals 
Nos. 55, 57, and 5b must be dismissed 
on the finding of the Court of First Appeal 
that the suits were brought within two 
years of the date on which the respon- 
dents were dispossessed of the plots in 
Bhooria and Mahiama. 
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The question for decision in the remain- 
ing three appeals, which relate to the 
plots in Karharia and Salondha, is 
whether the suits are governed by 

Article 3, Schedule III, to the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. That Article provides that 
the period of limitation for a suit “to 
recover possession of land claimed by 
the plaintiff as a raiyat or an under* 
raiyat ” shall l.e two years from “the 
date of dispossession.” It has been held 
in a large number of cases that Article 
3 applies only to a suit by a miyat or 
under-raiyot against his landlord, including 
one or more of several landlords. I 
accept that construct ion < f the Article. So 
far it would appear that these suits are 
governed by this Article. But it is con- 
tended on behalf of the appellant that 
the Article applies only where the 
raiyot has been dispossessed by his 
landlord act ing as sn$'i. In fact the argu- 
ment v ent to this length that the Article 
applies only when the landlord says 
either expressly or impliedly to the 
raiyot, ‘ I am your landlord, you are ray 
tenant. You must vacate the land”, and 
then turns the rntyat out wrongfully. 
If this contention is correct, Article 3 does 
not apply to the pr< nt cases lor, although on 
the findings the appellant was one of the land- 
lords of the respondents, she did not claim the 
plots in question as the landlord of any one 
and certainly did not admit that the respon- 
dents were or ever had been her tenants 
in respect of the plots. She claimed that 
the plots were her hnnat land by reason 
of the fact that she had purchased the 
share to which according to her they were 
appurtenant or attached. I am not prepared 
to place such a narrow construction on Article 
3. It appears to me that if it is shown 
that the plaintiff raiyat i \ in fact a tenant 
of the defendant who dispossessed him. in 
respect of the land claimed in the suit, 
then Article 3 applies to the suit. The 
object of that Article seems to be to pro- 
vide a short period of limitation for a suit 
by a raiyat to iecover a holding from 
which he has been dispossessed by his 
landlord. The reason or txcuse, good, had, 
or indifferent, given or suppled to have 
been given by the landlord for diV r . ssessing 
his tenant appears to lmve im tearing on 
the enactment and much contusion must 


ensue if the applicability of the enaot- 
ment is made to depend upon such con- 
siderations. 

It has been held in several cases in the 
Calcutta High Court that where a landlord 
buys a miyat $ holding and as purchaser 
of the raiyaii interest dispossesses that or 
another raiyat , Article 3 does not apply to 
a suit by the dispossessed raiyat to recover 
his bolding [see Kamal Dhari Thahar v. 
Rameshwar Sii-gh (1) and cases there cited] 
and some of the language used in the judg- 
ments in those cases supports the contention 
of the respondents in the cases now before us. 
But the actual decisions in those cases do not 
cover the present cases and I am not pre- 
pared to extend those decisions to the present 
cases. 

In my opinion Article 3 applies to the 
cases now he foie us. I would allow 
Letters Patent Appeals Nos. 53, 54 and 
56 and dismiss with costs of both hearings 
in this Court Second Appeals Nos. 1400, 
*2671 and 2672 of 1912. Letters Patent 
appeals Nos. 55, 57 and 5S should be dis- 
missed with costs. 

Mpllick, J. — I entirely concur with the 
judgment that has just been delivered. 
The period of one year allowed under 
section 30 of Act X of 1859 was extended 
by Act Vlil (B. C.) of 1869 to two years 
and up to 1685 the law was understood 
to be that for actions in the nature of 
possessory 9uits between parties who are 
admitted to be landlord and tenant the 
period of limitation was two years, but 
that when the title of one party or the 
other was denied then the period was 12 
years under the general law. Act VIII 
of 1885, however, effected a change and 
upon the analogy of the Central Provinces 
Rent Code enacted that an occupancy 
raiyat claiming to recover possession against 
his landlord must bring his suit within 
two years of the dispossession. It was held 
that this applied not only to possessory 
suits but also to suits where the title of 
the parties was challenged [see Sarastcati 
Vnti v. I lari tar un Chuckerbutti (2* and 
Ramiihan Bluubn v. Ramkumar Vey (3)], The 
law was further amended in 1907 by 

(1) 19 Iml. Cas. 645; 17 C. W. X. 817. 

(2) 16 C. 741; 8 I ml. Doc (x. s ) 490. 

(3) 17 0. 926; S liul. Dec (x. $.) 11Q2. 
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bringing within the rule raiyats of all 
descriptions and under -raiya-s, so that the 
law as I now understand it to be is that 
whether the plaintiff admits the defendant to 
be his landlord or not or the defendant 
admits that the plaintiff is his raiyat or 
not, if in fact the relationship of landlord and 
tenant is found to exist, then Schedule III 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act will apply. 
With regard to that class of -cases which 
have sought to exclude from the operation 
of Schedule III ouster by a landlord acting 
under the authority of a Civil Court decree 
and in the capacity of an auction-purchaser, 
the principle on which they may be dis- 
tinguished is that the facts in each of 
those cases show that the tenancy was at 
an end and that there was no relationship 
of landlord and tenant at the time of the 
ouster. 

In my opinion all the cases on which the 
learned Counsel for the respondents has 
relied are susceptible of this distinction for 
instance in Abhoy Churn Mookerjee v. Shaik Titu 
(4) the defendants were co-sharer landlords 
who had in execution of a rent decree purchas- 
ed the jotet of the plaintiffs; in Brojo Kish ire 
Mahnpatra v. Saraswati Dassi (5) the landlords 
had purchased the interest of the tenant 
plaintiff in execution either of a rent or a 
simple money decree, in Mahomed Khalil v. 
Hirendra Nath Bkjtiachiry i (6) the lani'brd 
was a purchaser in execution of a rent 
decree against the recorded tenanf; and 
finally in Kamal Dhari Thakur v. Ratn?shtOur 
Singh (I) the landlord defendant No. 1 had 
purchased in execution of a decree for rent 
and settled the holding with respondent No. 2. 

In these cases the Court was possibly of 
opinion that the tenancy being at an end by 
the operation of a decree and delivery of 
possession, the plaintiffs would not have been 
suing as raiyats. 

But in the cases before us the facts show 
that notwithstanding the denial of the 
landlords the tenancy did exist at the time 
of the ouster and, therefore, Schedule III 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act clearly applies. It 
is immaterial in my opinion that the land- 
lords put their case too high at the outset 
in claiming that the lands were zeraits and 

(4) 2 C. W. N. 175. 

(5) 6 C. \V. N. 333. 

{6) 5C. L. J. 650. 


that no rights of tenancy could exist 
therein. 

To hold otherwise would in my opinion 
be reading into Article 3 words that are not 
contained in the Statute. 

On general grounds also I would hold 
that the policy of the Legislature since 1SS5 
is to rigorously exclude all other Statutes 
of Limitation whenever it is possible to 
apply the special limitation provided by the 
Rent Acts. So it has been held that in 
districts where Act X of 1859 still applies, 
a raiyit who has been illegally ejected by 
his landlord must sue to recover possession 
within A year under sections 25 and 30 of 
the Act and is precluded from proceeding 
under section 9 of the Specific Relief Act in, 
the Civil Court, Jumla Singh v. E. Q. 
Kingsley (7). 

Appeals Nos. 53, 51, 56 decreed ; 

Appeals Nos. 5o, 57, 58 dismissed. 

(7) 21 Irnl. Cas. 224; 17 C. W. N. 1201. 


MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

FULL BENCH. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 210 ok 1911. 

February 17, 1916. 

Present: - Sir John Wallis, Kt., Chief Justice, 

Justice Sir William Ayling, Kt., and Mr. 

Justice Kumaraswami Sastri. 

SESHACHALA CHETTY and others— 

Plaintiffs Nos. 1 and 3 to 6 — Appell&nts 

versus 

PARA CHINNASAMI and others — 

Defendants Nos. 1 to 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 

14 and 15 — Respondents. 

Mirasi rights, nature of— Granianattam, rights in — 
Poramboke lands , rights of inirasidars in — Grant of 
house-site bg Government in mirasi village —Ejectment 
of tenants in occupation of house-site, suit for , bg 
mirasidar. 

Per Wallis, C. J. — In the absence of evidence of 
user there is no general presumption of the mirasi - 
dars ’ ownership of t lie nattam, but where user is 
shown the presumption of ownership readily arises, 
[p. 910, col. 2.] 

The preferential right of the mirasidars to 
cultivable waste is not of itself a sufficient foundation 
for the general proposition that they are entitled 
to eject inhabitants of the village from portions of 
the unoccupied nattam granted to them by Govern- 
ment, though they may be entitled, as incidental to 
such right of preferential cultivation, to the allot- 
ment of sites on the unoccupied nattam, when 
necessary, [p. 949, col. 2.] 
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Before the advent of British rule and especially 
under the |AIuhammadan Government, unoccupied 
naltam was not generally recognised by Government 
as t lie private property of the mirasidars, nor has 
the latter s ownership been established subsequently 
either by Government recognition or by judicial 
decisions, [p. 940, cols. 1 & 2.J 

Per Ayhmjy J. Where in a mirasi village a person 
has been granted a portion of the nattam poramboke 
for use as house-site by a duly authorised Govern- 
ment ofheer, the mirasidar cannot by virtue of 
any right, privilege or title inherent in him ns mirasi- 
dnr disregard the grant of the house-site by such 

othccr, and evict the grantee from possession. Cl» 
954, col. l.J 1 

This rule does not apply to cases in which a 
mirasidar has, prior to the <?raut by Government 
already acquired a title to the particular site either 
by previous grant or prescription, and sties on such 
title v [p. 954, col. ).] 

The mirasidar s of a particular village are not 
precluded from showing, if they can, that in that 
village they have acquired by prescription a title in 
the nattam generally as against Government, which 
would include the right claimed. Put the mere fact 
that they are the mirasi, iars of the village neither 
carries with it such a right, nor docs it even raise a 
presumption of the existence of such a right Ti. <J54 
col. ].] Ll ’ ’ 

The incidents attaching to mirasi tenure niav have 
a common origin in the status of the mirasidar, but 
none of them necessarily involves another, and they 
vary with the description of land to which they relate 
Each requires to be separately established, and 

recognition by the State, whether express or implied 

is an indispensable condition for the enforcement 
of each. [p. 942 col. 1,] 

. Per Kianaraswami Sastri, J.-Ii, a mirasi village the 

rights of Government over waste (including nattam 

and Wien) are suliiect to the rights of the mirasidars. 
Lp. 976, col. l.J 

The nature and extent of such rights are not 
uniform throughout the Presidency but vary, and tho 
onus is on the mirasidars to prove timt any specified 
incidents attach to mirasi rights in any particular 
district, there being no presumption that U ramanattam 
is the exclusive property of the mirasidars. [p. 975 
cols, 1 & 2.J 1 

The rights of mirasidars over waste are not extin- 
guished by the mere fact that tho Government 
grants pat t as to strangers, [p. 975 , co h 2 .] 

Fur Sankara n Nair, J. (in Order of Reference) A 

auras, day, so far as the Government is concerned, is 
tlm proprietor of the waste lands in the village but 
he has not the right to convert immemorial'' waste 1 
1 . c„ anad, karambu into cultivable land, without the 
consent of Government or of the not,-, a, rasidars of 
the village. Whatever may be the rights of the 
mirasidars, the Government is not entitled to deal 

1;%"—]*' " aSt ° ° r ,u(nHl,1C0 other pattadan. 

Second appeal against the decree of the 

Dtstnot Court Chmgleput, in Appeal Suit 

? * 4 u° n 9 , 0 - 1 preferred gainst the 

deereeof the District Munsif, Poonamallee, in 
Original Suit No. 9 of 1905. 

Tina seoond appeal ooming on for bearing 


on the 4th December 1912 and the 27th 
and 28th August 1913, and having stood 
over for consideration till the 9th October 
1913, the Court (Sankaran Nair and Sadasiva 
Aiyer, JJ.) made the following 

ORDER OF REFERENCE TO A FULL 

BENCH. 

Sankaran Nair, J.—The question that 
arises for decision in second appeal has 
reference to the respective rights of the 
Government and the mirasidars in the waste 
lands, including house sites, in a mirasi 
village. 

In the old village accounts and in the 
discussion on the question these lands are 
referred to under certain designations: — 

Poramboke.— Includes the nattam cheri, 
the residential quarters of the village, 
rivers, tanks, water courses, waters, roads, 
burning places. 

larisu . — 11 as/e, is of two kinds; seykal 
karambu — cultivable waste; atiadi karambu 
— immemorial waste. 

The suit was brought by the plaintiffs 
who claim as mirasidars owning two shares 
out of three in a village in the Chingleput 
District. They say that the land in dispute, 
which is a homestead, is their ancestral 
property held under them by the 13th de- 
fendant. They allege trespass on their land 
and, . seek to recover possession of it. On 
the allegations made by the defendants, 
persons in possession, that they held under 
Government, the Secretary of State was 
made the 15th defendant. In the written 
statement the Government admitted that 
the land forms part of the gramanatiam t but 
contended that neither the plaintiffs nor their 
predecessors, who are the mirasidars of the 
village, have any proprietary right to the 
gramanattam and other poramboke lands in 
Government villages, and that they vest in 
the Government. On this the issue was 
framed, whether the mirasidars of the plaint 
village have proprietary right in village sites 
and other poramboke lands?” Both the 
lower Courts have dismissed the plaintiffs* 
suit. This is an appeal from that decision. 
The lower Courts were of opinion that the 
claims of the mirasidars to waste lands have 
been finally negatived and the Government's 
title established by the judgments in Sivantha 
Naicken v. Nattu Ranga Qhari (1) and 

(1) 26 M. 371. 
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Secretary of State v. Manjeshwar Krish- 
nayya (2), and they accordingly considered 
only the question whether the plaintiffs 
have established a title by prescription 
against Government. They found the follow- 
ing facts proved. The plaintiffs purchased 
their mirasi property under Exhibit J, dated 
the 28th May 1891, from a previous mirasi - 
dar. The title deed conveyed to them the 
entire property in the land conveyed. It 
conveyed in terms the village site, chert site, 
as well as wells, tank, pond, river channel’ 
waste lands and all other rights and pri- 
vileges pertaining thereto. Their prede- 
cessor purchased the property under Exhibit 
H (1887 j, which also oonveyed all the waste 
lands, etc. Exhibit H makes reference to a 
deed of partition of 1853 and a prior docu- 
ment of July 1822 as title-deeds. The deed 
of partition was produced in Court, but as 
it was not produced at the proper time the 
Judges rejected it. The lower Courts 
attached no weight to Exhibits H and J, 
as the Government was not a party to them. 

It is also proved that in 1894 the land 
was actually cultivated under the plaintiffs. 
The lower Courts did not attach any weight 
to this circumstance, as at that time there 
was an application before the Collector by 
a Christian missionary for lands in the 
mirasi village and this cultivation was treat- 
ed simply as an attempt to create evidence 
of enjoyment. But this fact does not 
deprive it of its value and shows that the 
plaintiffs did exercise an act of possession 
at that time when their title was disputed. 
Again, in 1902 the plaintiffs let a tenant 
(plaintiffs’ witness No. 3) into possession. 
This was after the grant to the defendants 
by the Government. A thatched hut was 
put up for supplying liquor to the Pariahs 
residing there Exhibits E and G no doubt 
cannot be treated as evidence of title in • 
these circumstances, but these seem to be 
certainly evidence of possession. It is also 
found that the plaintiffs cut branches of trees. 
This also is explained on the ground that it 
does not amount to an act of ownership 
but that it is a common privilege of 
mirasidars. There is no counter-evidence 
of possession or of title. Now, it seems clear 
on these facts that, though they might not 
be sufficient to support a title by prescription 

(2) 28 M. 257 at p. 267; 15 M. L. J. 147. 
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only, if the mirasidars are the owners of the 
lands including the ^aste in their village, 
they have proved such possession as the 
nature of the land admits of, and prima facie 
therefore, they would be entitled to recover. 

But it is argued that the mirasidars of a 
village have no right in waste lands or in 
the homestead, nattams or cheries included in 
the limits of the village. They might have 
certain privileges, but such privileges are 
put an end to when the Government inter- 
feres with the possession of such land. This 
is the plea that is upheld by the lower Courts 
and that is the question which arises for 
consideration in second appeal. The right 
that is claimed is on behalf of the village 
community, that is, of the mirasidars , as a 
body, each mirasidar having a share in the 
village. In determining this question, it is 
first necessary to bear in mind that a village 
was not a mere administrative unit. 

We have now got ample informations about 
the village community in Mr. Huddlestone’s 
Mirasi Papers (an abstract of it is given by 
Mr. Baden Powell in his Indian Village Com- 
munity, pages 361 to 379), in the correspond- 
ence relating to the revision of village 
establishments, both official publications, and 
in the volumes of South Indian Inscriptions 
with reports, also being published by Gov- 
ernment. 

The following facts appear so far as the 
Tamil land is concerned. The country was 
divided into villages. A village, geographi- 
cally considered, was a tract of country 
comprising some hundreds or thousands of 
acres of arable and waste lands; politically 
viewed, it resembled a corporation or town- 
ship. It had its nattam plots of land set 
apart for house sites for caste Hindus, cheries 
for the labouring classes, and also portions 
set apart for other castes. It had its own 
officers or servants to collect the revenue 
payable to Government, to repress crime, to 
guard the crops, to preserve the boundaries, 
and the superintendent of the tanks and water 
courses to distribute the water therefrom for 
the purposes of agriculture. “ Under this 
simple form of Municipal Government the 
inhabitants of the country have lived from 
time immemorial. The boundaries of the 
villages have been seldom altered and, 
though the villages * themselves have been 
sometimes injured, and even desolated by 
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war, famine and disease, the same name, the 
same limits, the same interests, the same 
families have continued for ages. The in- 
habitants give themselves no trouble about 
the breaking up and division of kingdoms, 
whole villages remain entire, they care not 
to what power it is transferred or to what 
sovereign it devolves; its internal economy 
remains unchanged.” This description, 
taken from the tilth Report of the Committee 
of the House of Commons, has become classic 
and is a true description of a typical village 
in southern India when the East India Com- 
pany acquired it. 

The ancient deeds of transfer of which we 
have copies fully bear out, like Exhibits H 
and J, the title of the members of the village 
community or mirasidars to the lands in the 
village. Many documents are published in 
the papers on the mirasi right with notes 
by Mr. Bay ley and Mr. Huddlestone. In 
one deed, copy of which is printed at page 
263, ‘ the uncultivated land within the limits 
of our village ” is granted by the mirasidars 
for being brought under cultivation. Manai , 
which means house site or nattam , kollai , 
which means homestead, and which is a 
small enclosure near the house, paracheri or 
the suburbs set apart for Pariahs, piihakkadai 
(the backyard immediately adjoining the 
house), mavadai maravadai t meaning all kinds 
of game and wood land, all these are express- 
ly granted. The notes by the experienced 
Revenue Officer who edited those papers and 
explained these terms are very instructive — 
see pages 262 to 342. Some of these were 
executed shortly before the East India Com- 
pany acquired the government of the country 
but others were later. The deeds in the book 
on mirasi papers are confined to Madras and 
its suburbs. But the inscriptions which are 
now being publish. ed show that elsewhere in 
the Presidency it was the same. The vo- 
lumes of South Indian Inscriptions supply 
ample information on the point. I will only 
refer to one or two by way of illustration. 
In the inscription which is printed at page 
115 of Volume 2, part 11, of the South Indian 
Inscriptions, we find among the properties 
sold the village site (gramunattam), the place 
used for the pasture of the cows (gcprachara- 
bhumi), veil anti at-t am t the land which includes 
the land of the cultivator, ponds, channels 
hilb, jungles and mounts; and the extont, 


according to the survey of these items, is 
given. It gives the trees over-ground and 
the wells under- ground with rights of aliena- 
tion. In another grant we have cornatham 
(village site), kulam (pond), vaikkal (channel 
passing through the villages), the paracheri , 
kammalachen and burning ground (cAuda- 
kadu). 1 have selected these two inscriptions 
at random out of a mass of inscriptions which 
are printed in these volumes, which go to tell 
the same story, t.e., in ancient days the grant 
conveyed the entire property in the village 
of every kind and form. These title-deeds, 
published in the Mirasi papers, and the deeds 
that come frequently before the Courts, refer 
to the eight incidents of ownership which are 
conveyed by them. They are explained in 
the Mirasi papers at page 20o. Pashana , one 
of these eight incidents conveyed, means 
mountains, rocks and their contents, te., 
mines and minerals and has always been 
understood to show that even waste lauds 
were conveyed. See Sheristadar Sankarayya 
on this point at page 221. Some of these 
grants were made by the Rajahs themselves. 
Whenever the King wanted to bestow waste 
lands or any extent of land within the limits 
of a village, he purchased them from the 
mirasidars ; otherwise, the donee obtained only 
the Government share. Sheristadar Sanka* 


rayya states that this has been the practice 
in the Shozha country in the villages of 
Needamangalam, Callanei and many others. 
See Mirasi Papers, page 220. The In&m 
Commissioner, whose proceedings form an 
enclosure to G. 0. No. 2346 Revenue, 
dated the 23rd December 1£61, stated 
that in Tanjore when the Rajahs of 
the country granted waste lands in inam % they 
generally purchased or obtained in gift the 
mirasi right of the lands from the mirasidars 
and conferred it on the inamdars . Another 
arrangement sometimes made with the same 
object was to ooufer a portion of the laam, 
on the mirasidars of the village in compensa- 
tion for their rights over the waste land 
which was given in mam. This was done 
either by grants or subsequently by the 
grantees ” This report is of specif] import- 
a nee as it was made with a view to obtain 
the order of the Government as to how suoh 
lands are to be dealt with. This seems de- 
cisive. bo far the documentary evidence. 

But after a century of British Government! 
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these ancient deeds can only be relied upon 
to explain and support the rights of the 
village communities, where they have suc- 
ceeded in preserving their rights. When the 
East India Company took possession of the 
country, the village communities were in a 
state of disintegration. Some villages were 
held as joint property, the entire produce 
being divided among the mirasidars in certain 
defined shares. In some other villages, all 
the lands under cultivation were divided, but 
the waste lands, etc., were held a 3 common 
property. In certain other villages, the lands 
under cultivation and some arable waste were 
divided and the rest of the lands were held 
in common. The ryotwari settlement, which 
was introduced by theEast IndiaCompany, was 
practically destructive of this communal 
holding of property. The Government as far 
as possible entered into direct relations with 
the individual proprietors. Pattas were 
issued to each ryot and the land which the 
pattod'ir was to cultivate in the ensuing year 
was entered therein, and if he was unwilling 
to cultivate any land, he had to surrender it 
to the Government. Again, the policy of the 
Government wa? to enter into direct relations 
with the actual cultivator. The rights of the 
mirasidar , therefore, as a middleman were 
recognised as little as possible. The village 
autonomy wasthus destroyed. The old bound- 
aries were lost; many villages were often 
clubbed into one. The old hereditary village 
officials became, or gave place to new, Govern- 
ment servants. The oppressive character 
of the revenue assessments in the early 
years of the last century, the comparative 
frequency of famines and seasons of scarcity 
led to the abandonment of villages. Con- 
sequently, it is now difficult to say whether 
there is any presumption of mirasi rights 
in any district or to what extent the 
village community have succeeded in pre- 
serving their rights. They survived, gene- 
rally speaking, in those districts, Cbingleput 
and Tanjore in particular, in which the 
Collectors respected ancient native rights, 
though from other districts also oases often 
come before the Courts in which the village 
community have successfully asserted their 
claims. The presumption will also vary 
with the kind of waste in dispute. I shall 
briefly refer to the recognised authorities. 
Mr. Ellis, who was a Collector whose 
opinion is referred to always with respect 


on this point, recognised the full ownership 
of the mirasidars in the lands of the village. 
According to him, when they cultivated 
the lands themselves, they paid the Gov- 
ernment revenue. When any non -mirasidar 
cultivated, he paid Tunduvaram to the 
mirasidar. From him all the mirasidars 
received also certain fees. He was of 
opinion that the mirasi right also extended 
to waste. He distinguished between cultur- 
able waste land, that might be brought 
under cultivation, and immemorial waste, 
see page 184. He said that the mirasidars 
had as much right in the culturable waste 
as they had in the lands under cultivation 
paying revenue to Government. They might 
cultivate it or cut wood, but in the 
case of immemorial waste, though they 
had the right of cutting wood, grazing 
their cattle and quarrying, they had no 
right of cultivation and could not break up 
the pasturage or cut down productive trees 
without the consent of the Government. 
He also pointed out that mirasi right was 
saleable (when he wrote) and that such sales 
were of shares in the villages, Mirasi 
Papers, pages 205, 207. This was also 

the opinion of Sankarayya, who was for 
many years sheristadar in the Huzur Kut - 
chery at Madras. Mr. Ellis was also of 
opinion that, if the mirasidars declined to 
take up culturable waste for cultivation or 
failed to make any arrangements for it, 
it was open to the Gircar to give it to 
strangers for cultivation, though the mirasi 
right would not be thereby extinguished. 
The vxirasidar would be entitled after any 
lapse of time to claim those lands him- 
self. The other District Officers who were 
consulted agreed generally with these opi- 
nions, though there were differences between 
them in detail. The opinion of Mr. Ellis was 
first accepted by the Government of Madras 
and the Board of Revenue and was printed 
and circulated for the use of the service 
at large, see Mirasi Papers, page 344; 
but Sir Thomas Munro, who became the 
Governor of Madras afterwards, disagreed 
with it, and be recorded his opinion in 
his minute of the 31st December 1824, 
and in all the subsequent discussions the 
question has generally assumed the form, 
which of them is more reliable. Sir 
Thomas Munro wrote that the view taken 
by Mr. Ellis and others, that the mirasi - 
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dar of wet land was bound to pay rent 
only for what he cultivated, is wrong, and 
that, if he left any land uncultivated and 
the Government gave the land to another 
person for cultivation, the mirasidar had no 
right to exact from him the landlord’s share or 
rent, though the mirasidar might have still the 
privilege for a long, though not clearly 
defined, term of years of recovering his 
land from the Government tenant on con- 
senting to pay the rent. As regards the 
waste lands, he stated: 

The waste in miras villages in Aroot 
is supposed, by Mr. Ellis to belong to the 
mirasidar jointly; and he supports his 
opinion by documents showing that, when 
a mirasidar sells his cultivated lands, he 
transfers by the same deed to the purchaser 
his right in the produce of the waste, 
the quarries, mines, fisheries, etc., within the 
limits of the village. But this appears to be a 
mere technical form, which can give no actual 
proprietary right in the waste. It is used in 
villages where there is no waste, as well as 
where there is, and may be used where there 
is no miras. It confers a right, but not the 
right of ownership, to the pasture of the 
waste lands, and the fishery of the tanks 
and nullahs , in common with the other mirasi - 
dars of the village. The same right exists 
everywhere. In those “parts of the Deccan 
where miras is unknown, the ryots of every 
village reserve the fishery and pasture to 
themselves, and drive away the cattle of 
strangers, and derive just as much benefit 
from the waste as those of miras villages. 
Such a right seems to be a natural one 
everywhere, and it is accordingly assumed by 
the ryots of every village without its being 
supposed that any formal grant is neces- 
sary for the purpose.” He added afterwards: 
It has been supposed that in miras 
vi ages in Arcot, in the original compact 
between the Circar and the first settlers, the 
exclusive use of the waste was secured to 
those settlers: but it has already been shown 
that in all villages, whether miras, or not, the 
inhabitants reserve tothemselves the exclusive 
use of the waste. But this right is good only 
against strangers, not against the Circar % 
which possesses, I think, by the usage of the 
country the absolute right of disposing of 
the waste as it pleases, in villages which are 
mira 8 a * iwell as in these which are not.” 

b,r lhon)a8 Munro is, no doubt, right 


in saying that the mere fact that the 
deeds of conveyance referred to the waste, 
quarries, mines and fisheries would not 
convey any title if the vendor was not 
entitled to them, but, where it is accompanied 
by the exercise of rights of ownership,, 
then they form strong evidence of title. 
It is stated in the same extract >that 
the ryots of every village reserved the rights 
of pasture and fishery to themselves; the 
right of exclusive enjoyment is, of course, 
one of the main incidents of ownership. 
Again Mr. Ellis states that the mirasidar 
used to exercise the right of quarrying. 
This is almost a conclusive test of ownership. 
Other acts of ownership will be referred to 
later. Sir Thomas Munro states, no doubt, 
that certain rights referred to by him were 
exercised and these deeds of conveyance 
executed in this form, not only by the 
mirasidars but also by those village com- 
munities where no mirasi right prevailed. 
That only shows that, after the village 
communities in non •mirasi villages lost oertain 
rights, they still retained others with that 
form of conveyance; but, in so far as any 
rights have been asserted and exeroised, 
these deeds support the view that they were 
based upon anoient usage. Sir Thomas 
Munro also says: "The Circar from anoient 
times has everywhere, even in Arcot as well 
as in other Provinces, granted waste in 
inam free of every rent or olaim, public or 
private, and appears in all suoh grants to 
have considered the waste as being exclu- 
sively its own property.” It is undoubtedly 
the fact that there are many anoient grants 
by rulers conveying waste in inam , etc., and 
they show prima facie . that the waste was 
Government property at the time of the 
grant. A large number will be found in the 
South Indian Inscriptions and a few in the 
Mirasi Papers. But Sir Thomas Munro 
seems to have been unaware of the fact that, 
when in anoient times the C'rcar granted 
waste in inam free of every rent or olaim 
generally, it was after purchasing the pro- 
perty from the mirasidar . We cannot ignore 
the statements on this point of Sankarayya 
or the Inam Commissioner, to whioh I have 
referred. This suggests an inference, as I 
have pointed out, exactly contrary to that 
drawn by Munro. Further the faot that 
Government granted the waste lands to vil- 
lage communities, shows not only the title 
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of the latter to the waste lands but raises 
a presumption of a lost grant in every ease 
of village community in possession of waste. 
So, if I had to form an opinion as between 
Sir Thomas Munro and Mr. Ellis at this 
distance of time, I should hesitate very much 
to accept his (Sir Thomas Munro’s) view 
in opposition to that of Mr. Ellis and the 
other District Officers. But it appears to me 
that the question is concluded by authority, 
and that Sir Thomas Munro’s view has been 
considered and authoritatively rejected by 
the Civil Courts and also by the Government. 
His opinion was recorded in 1824. The ques- 
tion soon came up for consideration before the 
Civil Court. As between the Government 
and the mirasidars , the nature of the mirasi 
right was considered in Cause No. 90 of 1836 
in the Zillah Court of Chingleput and in 
appeal from that decision. The plaintiffs 
therein claimed to be the mirasidars of the 
village, and their case was that there were 
164 and odd cawnies of uncultivated land in 
the village, out of which the Collector, the 
1st defendant, granted under a cowle to the 
plaintiffs 40 cawnies , and by another cowle 
to others, who did not belong to the village, 
80 cawnies. The plaintiffs, being unwilling 
that persons who had no mirasi in the 
village should have possession of any part of 
the waste land, offered to take the whole of 
the 164 and odd cawnies and give security 
for the revenue. The Collector, however, 
refused to do so and gave a portion of the 
land to the seventh and other defendants. 
The plaintiffs denied the right of the Collector 
to give away such land, The Collector 
contended that the land was waste, and that 
he had the power of granting cowle to any 
person who was willing to undertake to bring 
it under cultivation. On this question, this 
is the finding of the Judge: — 

“From the evidence in this case, it is quite 
evident that the plaintiffs alone are the 
mirasidars , and that the 7th defendant and 
others have no mirasi right whatever in the 
village. That the mirasidars alone have a 
right to sell and mortgage varapat land, and 
that to every mirasi share there is a certain por- 
tion of waste land attached, but the particular 
parts of the waste land which belong to each 
individual mirasi share is not actually known 
because those waste lands are seldom if ever 
divided, are facts which have been established 


by the evidence of witnesses in numberless 
cases before this Court; and as no one ever 
attempted to dispute the inherent right of 
mirasidars to the waste land. , it is evident 
that, without the consent of the proprietors 
of the soil, the Collector has no authority to 
deliver any part of these lands to other 
persons.” Papers on Mirasi Right, page 461. 

There was an appeal from that decree to 
the Provincial Court, and the Collector 
relied, amongst other grounds, on the opinion 
of Sir Thomas Munro, already referred to, 
that the right of the mirasidars to the waste 
was good only so far as to preclude strangers 
from grazing and exercising other rights of 
common in the village, but that the Circar 
possessed by the usage, of the country, the 
absolute right of disposing of the waste as it 
pleases in villages which are mirasi , as well 
as in those which are not.” See page 465, 
Mirasi Papers. The Appellate Court upheld 
the right of the mirasidars to the village 
waste. The following is the material portion 
of the judgment. See pages 466-467: — 

The first point which calls for notice in 
the argument of the appellant, is the objec- 
tion taken to that part of the Zillah Judge’s 
decree which asserts that ‘the right of the 
mirasidars to the immemorial waste lands has 
never been disputed;’ this averment of the 
Zillah Judge appears in entire accordance 
with the law of mirasi as laid down by Mr, 
Ellis, while the contrary position of the appel- 
lant that in fact the immemorial waste i» 
the absolute property of the Circar* 9 is not 
only incompatible with his views, but also 
incompatible with the possession on the part 
of the mirasidar of any property in the soil 
whatever. Mr. Ellis says: Mirasi right, 
wherever it exists, certainly extends to waste 
lands.’ In the anadikarambu or immemorial 
waste though the mirasidars possess the 
exclusive right of cutting firewood, working 
quarries etc., they have no right of cultiva- 
tion , much less can they claim to break 
up common used for pasturage, or to 
out down productive trees, etc.’ ‘ Mirasi 

right is confined to the use of these as they 
exist; no alteration can be made with respeot 
to them by the mirasidar. I mean that 
they have no inherent right to do so. 
With the consent of the Circar , any beneficial 
change in the appropriation of lands may 
take place, and a correspondent alteration 
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may be made in the Tarapadi accounts; certain portion of waste land attached to it, 
thus, if part of the anadi karambu lands which neither the mirasidar nor the Gov- 
be reclaimed, or a road in the piram^ok* ernment can break up unless for mutual 
be stopped up and cultivated, the extent benefit. A lirasi is founded on immemorial 
must be transferred from this head to that usage, from which neither the Government 
of virapat ’ ( varapat lands under wet cultiva- nor the ryot has power to depart in any 

tion paying revenue). The restriction con- respect unless for a beneficial change:’ pages 
tained in the foregoing has no reference 466, 467, Papers on Mirasi Right” and the 
whatever to a limitation of right (as pro- conclusions are stated in the following 
perty), but to the power of its conversion terms: ‘The document granted by the 
except* for beneficial purposes, the Govern- Collector and which is denominated a ccwle, 
ment having a voice in the case of such . is an entire annihilation of the right of 
conversion, being eQually interested as the the plaintiffs, Tt conveys the lands in per- 
mirasidars in its effects. If a mirasidar be petuity to payakaries without respect to the 
so reduced in circumstances as not to be mirasidar' s claim; it assumes the right of 

able to bring under cultivation his share soil to be in the Government, instead of 

of the varapat , or if he should have abandon- the mirasidar ; and it does not even recognise 
ed agriculture for other pursuits, it is mirasi as a distinction, much less its claims 
incumbent on him to provide for its culture The circumstances which would have justified 
by granting to payakaries such terms as even temporary alienation of the land by 

will induce them to bestow on it the advant- the Collector to the payakaries , are all 

ages of their stock and labours. If he do wanting in the case The act was not 
not do so the State has then a right to necessary as a protection of the revenue, 
employ payakaries either for the current as the plaintiffs offered security for its full 
year, or for a fixed, not an indefinite, payment whether they cultivated the land 
number of years, and perhaps to resume bis or not. Their offer (Document No. 50) is 
mirasi swatantrams in proportion to the dated 20th May 1835, the coicle to the 7th and 
extent of land he has neglected to cultivate. 9th defendants is dated 15th June of the same 
The mirasi tenure seems almost indefeasible, year. If the waste in question were con- 
every possible allowance and expedient vertible into cultivable land, it- is quite 

having been in practice to prevent its aliena- clear from the authorities quoted that, on 
tion from the original possessor. 13. its conversion from the anadi karambu to 
Sankarayya, whose views of mirasi are varapat , it ought to have been entered as 
recorded with those of Mr. Kllis, says, ‘As such, in the Terapadi accounts of the village, 
waste lands are included in the gramanattam , and then divided among the mirasidars 
all such lands have been considered to according to the manner in which the rest 
appertain exclusively to the mirasidurs .’ of the village was shared among them.” 

The same authority, speaking of the right 1 have referred to this judgment at 
of the Circar to provide for the revenue some length, not only because it deals fully 
where the mirasidar makes default, says, with the question, but discards the opinion 
‘if, therefore, the mirasidars fail to cultivate, of Sir Thomas Munro when it was specially 
and loss thence accrues to the State, the relied upon — see the memorandum of appeal — 
Cirrar enjoys and exercises the right to cause and adopts the . views of Mr. Ellis. (Papers 
the lands to be cultivated and to issue on Mirasi Right, page 462). The Court of 
cou’lrs for the purpose’. Although many Directors accepted this ruling. While the 
authorities concur on this point, I have not question was pending before the Provincial 
met with one which vests in the Circar power Court, they stated the rule to be that, 
over mirasi lands further than is necessary whenever the waste lands of a mirasi 
for the temporary protection of the revenue, village were proposed to be given to any 
in default of its being provided through other than the mirasidars the proposal 
the means of the mirasidar ; nor have 1 should, in the first instance, be communicated 
found any authority which distinguishes the to them, to whom, in the event of their 
right over waste (as property) and culti- being willing to cultivate or to give 
vable land, except in the purpose of their security for tho revenue assessable on the 
respective application. Every village has a lands, the pieference should be given. 
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They added, “We consider that the Govern- 
ment has a clear right to the revenue to 
be derived from the conversion of waste 
lands into arable.” It will be noticed here 
that the only claim asserted on behalf of 
the Government was to the revenue of the 
lands, and that, if security was given for 
the payment of the revenue, then no right 
of interference was claimed. 

The Court of Directors claimed only that 
right in dealing with waste lands in revenue 
interests which was claimed by Munro in 
wet lands. It would have been otherwise, 
of course, if the Government had claimed 
the proprietorship of the waste lands. 
After the decision was given, they re-iterated 
this opinion in 1841, and they added, 
‘‘The question still remains undecided, 
whether Government possesses the right, 
in the event of the mirasidar refusing to 
cultivate or to give security for the revenue, 
to alienate waste lands in mirasi villages to 
paracoody cultivators.” It will be noticed 
that the decision of the Provincial Court 
above referred to only justified a temporary 
alienation of lands by the Collector as 
protection of the revenue as in cases of 
land under cultivation, and it did not 
recognize any right when the plaintiffs 
offered security for its payment, whether 
they ‘cultivated the land or not’. 

In the next case that may be referred 
to, Appeal Suit No. 100 of 1849 in the 
Civil Court of Chingleput, it was decided 
that the mirasidars have no right to levy 
swatantrams or fees from payakaries who 
do not hold from them, but who have at their 
own expense brought immemorial waste 
into cultivation under cowle granted by the 
Gircar . It is stated by the Judge who 
decided that case, that this point had been 
frequently deoided in the negative, to which 
observation, there is a note appended by 
the Member of the Board of Revenue who 
published that judgment that “it would 
have been better had the Civil Judge 
quoted the cases;” but, whether the Judge 
was right or not, he does not decide the 
question under consideration, because it may 
be that the owner of the land has no 
right to receive swatantrams from trespassers. 
He may eject them or get mesne profits, 
but the fees he may not be entitled to 
get. Papers on Miiaai Right, page 484. 


Whenever the question was brought 
before the Courts, the ownership of the 
mirasidar has been consistently upheld. 
In the case which is referred to in the 
Mirasi Papers, page 487, the Sudder Court 
say3 in 1849, The mirasidars are the 
acknowledged hereditary proprietors of the 
soil, and it upholds their claim to recover 
property against the person in possession 
who was a pattadar himself paying revenue 
to Government. In page 119, Sudder 
Decisions of 1850, where the defendants 
helJ on pattas issued by the Collector of 
the District, the law was thus laid down 
by the Sudder Court, The Court of Sudder 
Adalat are also further of opinion that the 
law as laid down by the Civil Judge, 
relative to the Government officers having 
authority unreservedly to dispose of any 
lands situated in a mirasi village that may 
be left waste for a period of years, is 
erroneous, no such right being claimed by 
the Government by whom the prescriptive 
rights and privileges of the mirasidars are 
upheld. In a case reported in the Sudder 
Court Decisions of 1854, page 140, the 
Sudder Court recognised the proprietary 
right of the mirasidars and their right to 
possession on such basis. 

This was in 185 4. These decisions, it 
appears to me, are in conformity with the 
orders of the Court of Directors, which recog- 
nise the ownership of the mirasidars and 
the right of Government to give the land 
to strangers when it becomes necessary in 
revenue interests to do so, a right claimed 
equally with reference to wet lands. 

When the Survey and Settlement of the 
Presidency was undertaken, the Court of 
Directors on the 17th December 1856 direct- 
ed the Madras Government to act in accord- 
ance with their previous declarations already 
referred to — see page 556, Mirasi Papers. 
When a mirasidar in Tanjore, dissatisfied 
with the local authorities, civil and crimi- 
nal, ventured to submit a memorial to the 
Court of Directors, the Madras Government 
recognised his claim to the waste land, 
dissented from the Board’s view that it was 
open to Government to give the land to 
whomever they liked, and held that the best 
authorities were as reed that in mirasi vil- 
lages the mil as extended to waste as well 
as to arable land — ” 2*2nd December 1856, 
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Even in non -mirasi villages the Court of 
Directors would not assert Government 
ownership. Their conclusion is stated in 
Government Order No. 667 of the 27th May 
1856: “The waste land in this country, in the 
villages of the plains at least, is certainly 
not the property of Government or the 
State, in the absolute sense in which the 
unoccupied land in the United States and 
some of the British Colonies is so. The 
village communities claim an interest in it 
and that interest has been universally 
admitted, though not accurately defined. 
To put up the waste to sale, entirely 
ignoring that prior right of the village 
communities, would be to introduce a totally 
new practice; and it would certainly be 
regarded by the common feeling of the 
country as an invasion of existing rights.” 

See also G. O. of 5th June 1857. 

In Madras itself the Collector reported 
in 1855, “the mirasidars have been in the 
habit of selling the waste lands of this 
Collectorate and claiming mirasi in them,” 
and in that year the Revenue Officials 
denied their right only to immemorial waste, 
a claim, however, which they gave up on the 
opinion of the Advocate-General that it was 
unsupportable. See page 511, Mirasi Papers. 
Finally there is a decision in 1862 The 
Sudder laid down, ‘Adverting to the 
admitted fact that Tolavoor is a mirasi 
village, it follows as a necessary corollary 
from this judgment that the defendants are 
themselves mirasidars , and that they possess 
a right to all the privileges incident to a 
proprietary right of this character includ- 
ing the title to a share of samudayam or 
common lands”. (See page 51, Decisions of 
Sudder Court, Madras, 1862). 

These decisions, it appears to me, are 
binding upon us, and they fully recognise 
the ownership of the mirasidars in all the 
lands in the mirasi village including the 
waste. They recognise also the right of 
the Government, in cases where the mirasi- 
dars refused to cultivate the lands, waste 
or under cultivation, to let them to another 
for temporary cultivation. Whether in such 
oases the mirasidar retained his mirasi 
right, either to recover swatantrams of his 
from the tenant let in by the Government 


or to turn him out, was a question appar- 
ently not settled. 

In 1864 the Revenue Recovery Act (Act 
II of 1864) was passed. Under this Act 
it has been finally decided that the Gov- 
ernment have not the right to assign the 
waste land to a person for cultivation on 
the ground that the owner of the land 
does not cultivate it or pay revenue which 
the new pattadar offers to pay to Government. 

In Secretayy of State v. Ashtamurthi (3), in 
fact, the argument advanced was that, as the 
State is entitled to a share of produce in 
every cultivated land, and if the land that is 
now waste is given to a new pattadar for 
cultivation the Government would derive its 
shares of the produce, the true owner cannot 
be allowed to defeat that alleged right of the 
Government to get the share by refusing to 
cultivate it himself and not allowing Govern- 
ment to give it toanother. This argument was 
rejected, and it was held that the Government 
had no right to let in a new pattadar into 
possession, and that, if such pattadar was 
let in, the true owner might turn him out and 
obtain possession, and, therefore, that, if the 
land was sold for revenue which might not 
have been paid by the new pattadar , the pur- 
chaser would get no interest in the property. 
This decision has been repeatedly followed and 
is considered to have finally settled the 
question. That they have no such right to 
deal with ordinary ryotwari land under 
cultivation is now settled. The only remedy 
is sale for arrears of revenue. All the 
decisions, therefore, prior to 1S64, which 
1 have noticed and which recognized the 
right in the Government to put a new 
pattadar into possession if the mirasidar 
let the land waste, must be disregarded 
after the passing of Act II of 1864, if a 
mirasidar is the true owner of the land; and 
the decisions to which I have referred leave 
no room for doubt that he was recognised 
as true owner, and the right of Government 
was recognised by the decisions and by the 
Court of Directors only as a right for the 
protection of the revenue and not as owner- 
ship of the land. 

In considering what took place subsequent- 
ly we need, therefore, trouble ourselves 
only with the question of ownership of 

(3) 13 M. 89; 4 Iud. Doc. (n. 9.) 772, 
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the mirasidar. In 1870 the Government 
in its G. 0. No. 793, dated the 
1st June 1870, put forward their claim 
to appropriate immemorial waste lands in 
mirasi villages for State purposes without 
reference to the mirasidars. From this it 
-was held to follow that the claim for 
compensation for poramhoke lands also was 
untenable. • 

In 1872 the whole question was again 
referred to the Collectors for report with 
reference to the gramanattam in non- 
mirasi villages as well as in mirasi 
villages. On a consideration of the reports 
received from all the Collectors, the Board 
of Revenue stated their opinion in these 
terms: — “The true view of the case is that 
gramanattam is the communal property of 
the villagers, and that the Collector can 
only interfere with a view to benefit the 
community and when his action is consistent 
with the common law. To alter this state 
of things a special enactment would be 
necessary. No authoritative enunciation of a 
principle would suffice. Such a law would 
confiscate private property, and the end would 
not be such as to justify the means.” The 
Government, however, were not prepared to 
go so far as the Board of Revenue in declar- 
ing gramanattam to be the communal pro- 
perty of the villagers. The Government 
said: “By immemorial usage a portion of 
every village is assigned rent free as a site 
for the dwellings of the villagers; but, as 
the old hukumnamahs show, the enjoyment 
of it is subject to regulation by the Govern- 
ment.” This is in accordance with the 
common law of the land, under which 
the Government is only entitled to a share 
of the produce and, therefore, not entitled 
to levy any tax in land not capable of yield- 
ing any produce. With reference to mirasi 
villages, they said, “in purely mirasi vil- 
lages, where the entire area belongs to the 
mirasidarSy the gramanattam y no doubt, ap- 
pertains to them equally with the other 
poramboke, but these cases are exceptional.” 
They accordingly directed the Board to 
issue instructions to that effect. Accordingly 
the Board issued Standing Order No. 39 in 
March 1873 (see page 58 of the Maclean’s 
Standing Orders of the Board of Revenue). 
It would be noticed that this was a final 
declaration made to the public that, so far 


as the zemindari and mirasi villages are 
concerned, the Government have no concern 
with them and they do not assert any owner- 
ship in them. With reference to non ’mirasi 
villages they had only the power of control 
which was no doubt necessary in the public 
interests. In 1875*76 when the question of the 
Chingleput Revenue Settlement was under 
consideration, the Board in their Proceedings 
No. 1415, dated the 25th May 1875, pointed 
out, ‘The .system is strongly rooted in law 
and immemorial custom. It is there, and 
must be regarded in many respects neither 
more nor less than a great but necessary 
evil. It is of great antiquity, is dearly 
cherished and has existed with more or less 
vitality, notwithstanding many years of 
persistent efforts to crush it.” The admis- 
sion of persistent efforts during many years 
to crush the mirasi system and its survival 
• notwithstanding is significant. In 1876 

the settlement rules were promulgated. 
The Government by these settlement rules 
recognised, in accordance with the views 
above stated, the claim of the m'rasidars 
to a swatantram of two annas in the rupee 
of the Government assessment, and the fee 
calculated at this rate was entered in the 
settlement register, except as regards certain 
lands to which it is now unnecessary .to 
refer. The nature of the settlement, the 
rates conceded to the mirasidars and the 
title of the mirasidar as the owner of 
the land were clearly set forth in the 
descriptive memoirs that accompanied each 
settlement register. 

The Settlement Officer states in his 
report that the mirasidars agreed to abandon 
their obstructive tactics in the future, as 
they fully expected in return to receive 
their swatantrams from the Government 
karnam t who would collect them, and that 
the Government held out such hopes to 
them. But after the settlement was over, 
the Government said that if any such 
expectation were held out to the mirasi - 
dars it was unauthorized. (See G. 
0. No. 2868 Revenue, dated the 19th 
October 1909). However, the claim to 
swatantrams was recognised; only the Govern- 
ment refused to collect the fees for paying 
it over to them. This recognition is conti- 
nued up to date —see Board’s Standing 

Order Nj. 15, paragraph 28 at page 29, and 
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Order No. 2868, Revenue, dated the 19fch 
October J900. A few years after, how- 
ever, the Government came to the conclusion 
that the claim of the mirasidar to the 
gramanatlam must be resisted, and, as a 
first step towards it, they resolved to 
abolish the system of double entry, which 
showed the name of the occupant and also 
the name of the mirasiiars as the owner 
of such land, as otherwise it would appear 
that the Government acquiesced in the 
claim of the mirasidars. The double entry 
was accordingly stopped sometime before 
1890. In 1892 and 1894 the Government 
resolved definitely to deny the mirasidars ’ 
claim to the waste lands in the village, 
including gramanattam , except to the 
swatantram and to a preferential right to 
cultivation, and they have maintained that 
attitude ever since. In the meantime, the 
question often came before the Courts. 
In Sakkaji Ran v. Latchmana Gaundan (4), 
the plaintiff, as the sole mirasidar , sued 
the defendant, who was let into possession 
by a Revenue Officer, to recover possession 
of that property and arrears of thunduthirva 
at a certain rate. The Munsif refused to 
eject the defendant, but passed a decree 
for arrears of thnnduvaram . On appeal, 

the District Judge held that, by omitting 
to take a revenue engagement for the lands, 
the plaintiff had relinquished his mirasi 
right in them, and reversed the decree 
in his favour for thunduthirva. The High 
Court at first held that, while the omission 
of the mirasidar to cultivate might authorize 
the Revenue Authorities to introduce a 
cultivator, it did not further prejudice the 
prescriptive rights of the mirasidar , and such 
rights would not be lost by the mirasidar 
declining to receive a patta for the lands. 
A review of the judgment was allowed 
and the case was re argued. It may be 
noticed that there was no appeal before 
the High Court by the mirasidar against 
the dismissal of the claim for the recovery 
of the land. The question that was argued 
in second appeal was confined to his right 
to receive the dues from the cultivators 
who held uider pottos from the Govern- 
ment, and the High Court held that in 



(4) 2 M. 149; 4 I ml. .7 nr. SCO- 

5 (F. B.). 


I mb Poe. (n. s.) 


such oases, wherever the right was denied, 
there should be an enquiry whether by 
custom it prevailed on the estate or similar 
estates in the neighbourhood. It accordingly 
remitted issues for the trial of that question. 
On the point before us, as to his right 
to recover possession of the land, this 
decision is not an authority. The sug- 
gestion that the refusal of the mirasidar 
to cultivate the waste, which was till then 
not paying any revenue, might justify the 
revenue officials in introducing a stranger, 
can no longer be accepted see Secretary 
of State v. Ashtamurthi (3). The case, 
however, lays down the following proposi- 
tion : — That it is unsafe to infer that, 
although tenures resembling one another 
in their general features are met with in 
many Provinces, these incidents are identical 
in different Provinces or in the same 
Province. The political circumstances have 
more or less affected tenures. It must not, 
therefore, be assumed that the incidents of the 
mirasi tenure are everywhere alike. The 
learned Judgesexpressed their dissent from the 
ruling of the District Court, that, if any 
ry r . t accepted a patta from the Government of 
land in which another person has mirasi 
right, the latter right is lost. It was point- 
ed out that there had been no law depriving 
the mirasidars of any privileges they might 
have customarily enjoyed, and that the 
intention of the Government was to respect 
the privileges of landholders of all olasses. 
This was the judgment of a Full Bench. 

In Original Suit No. I2S of 188^ # on the 


* MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Original Suit No. 1 2H ok 18S2. 

April 24, 1883. 

Present : — Sir Clmrles Arthur Turner, Kt., 

Chief Justice. 

COS A PP ATT A1I APPAVOO GRAMANY TODDY, 

SnOPKKKPKR RESIDING AT No. 25 

in Padavattah Amman Koil Street 

AT COSAPATTAH WITHIN THE 

Local Limits ok Madras— Plaintiff 

versus 

The Right Hon’ri.k The SECRETARY of STAE for 
INDIA in COUNCIL— Defendant. 

Mr. Spring Branson, Counsel, for the Plaintiff. 

The Advocate-General and Mr. Omnf, for the 
Defendant. 

JUDGMENT.— The plaintiff in this suit alleged 
to have purchased from the >» » rasida r$ of Vyasarpadt 
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Original Side, known as the Vyasarpadi 
case, Sir Charles Turner, who took part in 


a piece of waste land within the limits of their 
mirasi estate, and erected a house on a part of 
it and made a garden. He complains that the 
Government on 26th April 1881 entered on the 
and and destroyed the house and garden and 
ejected him from possession and he claims to 
recover the property and compensation. For the 
defence it was pleaded that the suit was barred 
by limitation, that the land was not the property 
of the plaintiff’s vendors but of the Government and 
that the damages claimed were excessive. 

The plea of limitation was not pressed at the 
hearing and I can find nothing to support it. The 
first question to be considered in this suit is 
whether by the Customary Law mirasidars have 
any title to the waste lands within the area of 
the mirasi estate. 

It has always appeared to me that the mirasi 
tenure of Madras, Chingleput and Tanjore originally 
differed little from the zemindari tenure which 
obtains generally in Northern India. In the distur- 
bances which preceded the introduction of British 
rule the rights of the mirasidars though to a 
certain extent recognised were not always respected, 
and when enquiries were made with a view of 
ascertaining precisely the incidents of the tenure, 
the replies received though agreeing in many princi- 
pal features differed in details. Nothing was done 
to secure either an accurate record of the rights 
of the mirasidars in each village (as was attempted 
if not effected in Northern India on the occasion 
of settlement) nor was any general rule introduced 
to remove the uncertainty in which the enquiries 
instituted by the Government had left the matter. 

The introduction of a revenue system which 
required payment of revenue for cultivated land and 
enabled the person accepting an engagement to 
relinquish that engagement in respect of any part 
of the lands he had either no means or no inclina- 
tion to cultivate, added to the confusion of rights. 

The question constantly occurring was the right 
of the mirasidar to waste. The better opinion 
appeared to be that he had a right to the waste 
even though he paid no revenue for it, but if he 
omitted to cultivate what was cultivable or to 
provide for its cultivation by pa i cares the Govern- 
ment might issue pattas to strangers for its culti- 
vation. There resulted a long struggle between 
the mirasidars and the Government, the former unable 
to cultivate and unwilling to pay assessment on 
much of the land over which they claimed rights and 
on the other hand resisting the introduction of 
strangers. 

When pattas were granted to strangers, the 
mirasi right was not altogether lost and in some 
villages the mirasidars succeeded in obtaining from 
the ryots introduced by Government recognition of 
their interests in the soil by the payment of small 
cesses. 

In the Bengal Presidency this question had received 
a satisfactory solution by legislation. Regulation 
YIi: of 1822, section 8, enacted that where the waste 


the Full Bench judgment, came to the con- 
clusion, that the plaintiff in that suit, who 


land belonging to or adjoining any Mehal (Reve- 
nue paying estate) was very extensive so 
as to exceed the quantity required for pasture 
or otherwise usefully appropriated, the Revenue 
Officers were empowered to grant leases for the 
same to any person who might be willing to 
undertake the cultivation on perpetuity or for 
such period as the Government should determine, 
and assign to the zemindars or other persons who 
might establish the right of propriety in the lands 
so granted an allowance equivalent to 10 per cent, 
on the amount payable to Government by the lessees 
in lieu of or bar of all claims to or in the land so 
granted and of such perquisites or privileges as they 
might appear by the custom of the country entitled 
to receive. Such an enactment in Madras coupled 
with a survey and ascertainment of the limits of the 
mirasi estates would have put an end to much of the 
prevailing uncertainty as to rights and have 
secured at once the interests of the Government 
and the mirasidars. 

From the authorities I have consulted in this 
and other cases which have come before the Court, 
I hold that the mirasidars have in this part of the 
Presidency a certain property in the waste and 
that property enables them to dispose of the 
occupancy of the lands subject of course to the 
payment of Revenue, and that this property is not 
necessarily lost by non-payment of revenue. I 
need not refer to any further authority than the 
replies made by Mr. Ellis and Mr. Sankariah who was 
for many years shenstadar in the Huzar Chutchery 
of Madras. Mr. Ellis was of opinion that mirasi 
right, wherever it exists certainly extends to waste. 
He distinguished between cultivable waste and 
immemorial waste. He considered they held the 
former as they held the tax paying lands of the 
village and might cultivate it or let it. But that 
in the immemorial waste, though they had the 
right of cutting wood and quarrying (which is 
generally regarded as an indication of ownership), 
they had no right of cultivation and could not 
break up pasturage nor cut down productive trees 
such as palmyras and cocoanuts. Mr. Ellis’ opinion 
as to immemorial waste would properly have been 
more accurate if he had confined it to waste 
adjoining mirasi lands over which the mirasidar 
had merely such qualified rights as are not uncom- 
monly enjoyed by the owners of village lands 
adjoining immemorial pasture or wood lands. Mr. 
Sankaria was of opinion that the mirasidars were 
entitled to all waste lands included in the 
gramantharam orregisterof the lands of the village, and 
he mentioned that when the Government w r as 
desirous of giving to any one in rent-free tenure either 
a mirasi village or the waste lands or any extent 
of ground within the limits of the village 
the value of the proprietary right therein should 
be paid to the mirasidars and that if the proprietaiy 
right was not so purchased, the holder of the 
grant was entitled only to the Government revenue. 
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had purchased a piece of immemorial waste 
land within the limits of Madras City from 
the mirasidars of Vyasarpadi, was entitled 
to it as against the Government, who de- 
stroyed his house and garden and ejected 
him. There was no appeal against that 
decision. It is a decision directly in point. 
He says in that judgment, “The first ques- 
tion to be considered in this suit is, whe- 
ther by the Customary Law, mirasidars have 
any title to the waste lands within the area 
of the minis estate”; and he decided that 
question in the affirmative. He said: From 
the authorities I have consulted in this 
and other cases which have come before 
the Court, I hold that mirasidars have, in 
this part of the Presidency, certain property 
in the waste, and that property enables 
them to dispose of the occupancy of the 
lands, subject, of course, to the payment of 
revenue, and this property is not necessarily 
lost by non-payment of revenue. I need not 
refer to any further authority than the 
replies made by Mr. Ellis and Mr. Sanka- 
rayya.” 

Jn Original Suit No. 136 of 18S9 on the 


lie added that tin* sale could not bo made* 
without the consent of the mi rasidur who was at 
liberty to refuse the price offered or to stipulate 
for a grant of other lands in exchange. 

Mr. Kllis reported that mirasi right bad always 
been and was when he wrote saleable in Madras and 
such a sale generally was made of certain shares in 
the villages but sales of plots were also made 
free of the mirasi rights. Mirasi Papers, pages 20f>,207. 

That the village Vyasarpadi was a mirasi village is 
shown by its inclusion in a list given by Mr Kllis 
(Mirasi Papers, page 102), where it is designated 
Vyasarpadi and is described as held by three mirasi - 
dars. The plaintiff has proved that he has purchas- 
ed from t lie persons who for upwards of ;"0 years 
have been regarded as the representatives of the three 
mirasidar*. It has been proved that t he plaintiff’s 
vendors or t he persons whom they represent from 
time to time have made sales of land to private pur- 
chasers and that they sold about lO cairnics of lands 
in tin* village for upwards of Its. 1 .*>,'00 to the 
Government for the construction of the Madras 
Railway, and the evidence is unoont i adieted that they 
had previously sold to (lovernuient other lands for 
the location of persons engaged in making tents for 
the (lovernuient -The hamlet is now called 
Chueklerpalayam and land for the Nellore road It 
uns also shown that the -ale. deeds have not been 
produced to contradict- the evidence that they had 
sold land to (lovernuient for the purposes of the 
powder factory for the Esplanade and fora powder 

pt ore. 


file of the Chingleput District Munsif’s 
Court, a mirasidar sued for the value of 
certain bamboo trees taken away by certain 
coolies under the orders of the Sub-Collector. 

The land on which the trees stood was 

0 

gramanattam poramboke ( Punjab, fungal 
Vadi). The right of the Government was 
negatived and the decree passed in favour 
of the plaintiffs was confirmed on appeal 
by the District Court. There was no second 
appeal. 

In Original Suit No, 33 of 1894 on the 
file of the District Munsif of Trivellore, the 
plaintiff contended that the land in question 
was his backyard, which he was entitled to 
enjoy rent free, and that the defendant, the 
Collector, had no right to levy assessment 
on it. The defendants denied the plaintiff’s 
claim as mirasidar . The District Munsif, 
after taking evidence of usage, in an exhaus- 
tive judgment upheld the mirasidar' s claim, 
though his contention to hold it free of rent 
was disallowed. 

The next case that may be referred to 
is the one relied on by the lower Courts 
i.e , Sivantha Naicken v Nattu Rang a Chari 
(1). There the dispute was between the 
mirasidars and the shrotriemdars and the 


Tho plaintiff lms further proved that the land 
in suit lies within tho reputed boundaries of the 
village and that tho mirasidars have sold soil from 
the land. 

On tho other hand t lie evidence for the defence 
amounts to no more than this, that tho mirasidars 
have not paid revenue for the land, that some officers 
have regarded tho lands as Government laud and 
that while certificates have been issued to purchasers 
of plots in some cases, in other cases they have been 
refused by the Deputy Collector of tho Municipality. 

I find that the plaintiff has proved a sufficient title to 
enable him to maintain the suit. It was agreed at 
the trial that tho possession of tho Government 
should not be disturbed but that I should estimate 
the value of the lands, the buildings and garden and 
compensation for compulsory purchase and that if I 
held the plaintiff entitled to recover, he should obtain 
a decree for the same to which I find him entitled aud 
for the costs of suit. I found tho value of the land to 
be Rs. 100, the value of improvements including the 
house Rs. 500, and compensation for compul- 
sory sale Rs. 90, and I understood the 

parties accepted these figures A decree will, there- 
fore, pass for the plaintiff for Rs. 690, with interest at 
6 per cent, from 2Cth April 1 SSI to tho date on which 
possession was taken and for the costs of suit with 
interest on costs at the rate of 6 per cent, from the 
date of decree. 
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question was, whether as mirasidars they 
were entitled to the compensation for waste 
lands taken up by Government for public 
purposes, or, whether the shrotriemdars were 
so entitled. The Judges of the High Court 
held that the mirasidars were not entitled to 
it. It was proved in that case that the 
shrotriemdars had leased portions of waste 
lands from time to time to the mirasidars of 
the village and sometimes also to strangers, 
without giving the 'mirasidars a share of the 
rent or othej* compensation. There was also 
an admission by one of the mirasidars that 
they did belong to the shrotriemdars. I have 
already pointed out that, before the Govern- 
ment granted waste lands in inam , they often 
purchased the waste lands from the mirasi- 
dars. Accordingly, where it is shown that 
the shrotriemdar, as grantee of Government, 
exercised all the rights which would be exer- 
cised by the mirasidars , if they were entitl- 
ed to them, the presumption would only be 
that the Government purchased those rights 
from the mirasidars and granted them to the 
shrotriemdar. The case, therefore, can only 
be taken to decide that in that particular 
village the so-called mirasidars had not any 
mirasi claims. It is true that there are a 
few observations against the ownership of the 
mirasidars in that judgment, which have been 
relied upon by the lower Courts. But it may 
be pointed out that, if those learned Judges 
meant to say that any rights which the 
mirasidars had were extinguished when the 
Government dealt with the lands, their 
judgment would be opposed to the Full 
Bench decision in Sakkaji Ran v. Latchmana 
Gaundan (4) to which I have already made 
reference. When they observe that no com- 
pensation for immemorial waste was recognis- 
ed by Government, they ignore the facts 
found in Sir C. Turner’s judgment. They 
do not refer to the fact that the Government 
were ordered to pay compensation by him, 
and as stated by the Advocate- General in his 
opinion already referred to, the Courts com- 
pelled the Government to pay for land taken 
up in 1803. When they say that the claim 
of the mirasidars only extends to grazing, 
etc., they go beyond the admission of Govern- 
ment of the right to swatantrams. They refer 
to the opinion of the Revenue Board as 
extracted in Sakkaji Rau v. Latchmana 
Gaundan (4) as an authority. If they had 
referred to the original, they would have 


discovered that the Revenue Board con- 
sidered Mr, Ellis to be of the same view as 
themselves. It is, however, an opinion which 
is of not greater weight than the decisions 
and opinions of Government and the Court 
of Directors before and after. I think it is 
unnecessary to dwell further upon this case, 
as it has been considered in a more recent 
case by a Bench, of which one of the learned 
Judges, Mr. Justice Benson, who decided 
Sivantha Naicken v. Nattu Ranga Chari (I), 
was a member. In Natesa Gramani 
v. Venkatarama Reddi (5), the question arose 
between the zemindar and the mirasidars. 
Both the Revenue Court which tried the 
case and the District Court in appeal found 
that in the Chingleput District waste lands 
were generally the property of the mirasidars , 
and that the water in such porambokes was 
also their property. The fact that the 
Government was not a party does not deprive 
the decision of its probative force. With 
regard to the case of Sivantha Naicken v. 
Nattu Ranga Chari (l), it was pointed out 
that the decision proceeded, as I have men- 
tioned already, on the facts proved as to that 
particular village. The decision, therefore, 
in Sivantha Naicken v. Nattu Ranga Chari( 1), 
on which the lower Courts relied, can no 
longer be treated as an authority on behalf 
of the Government. A decision by Benson 
and Bhashyam Tyengar, JJ., was relied upon. 
It does not refer to a mirasi village, and even 
in the village in question it does not show 
any Government ownership, nor anything 
more than that the Government have the 
right to regulate the allotment of house 
sites among the members of the village. The 
decision is not against the exclusive right of 
the village to waste lands against outsiders, 
even though claiming under Government, 
nor does the decision in Secretary of State 
v. Manjeshwar Krishnayya (2) refer to mirasi 
rights. It refers to kumaki rights. There 
is, no doubt, an observation in that judgment 
that the right of the Government to the 
waste lands has now, after protracted con- 
test, been established against mirasidars ” 
(page 2S2). I am not aware of any decision 
to this effect other than that in Sivantha 
Naicken v. Nattu Ranga Chari (1), which I 
have referred to. It is said in the judgment 
that, under the Hindu Law, the immemorial 

(5) 30 M. 510; 17 M. L. J. 518; 2 M. L. T. 455, 
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waste belongs to the Crown. If this refers 
to the waste in the village, the ancient deeds, 
the fact that the Rajas had to purchase the 
mirasi claims before granting inams , the 
constitution of the village Government and 
the usage proved beyond doubt show that 
this opinion cannot apply to mirasi villages. 
It is, therefore, unnecessary to consider how 
far the general statement as to ancient Hindu 
Law can be supported. The question has 
been discussed by various authorities and by 
Sir Charles Turner in his minute on the land 
tenures of Malabar. Manu does not recognise 
it. He places uncultivated land in the same 
category as wild game, as the ancient, deads to 
which I have referred show, and his text refers 
to the origin of individual out of communal 
ownership. The only Indian writer I know 
of, who supports that view, is Jagannath 
Tarcapanohanana, who wrote in Bengal 
and of the state of things there. It is 
enough to state that, according to him, the 
ryot is only an annual tenant, even of 
lands under cultivation. Megasthenes also 
states that no private person is allowed 
to own land. On the other hand besides 
the reasons I have set out in my judgment, 
the limitation of the King’s claim to only 
a share of the produce of the land under 
cultivation, the numerous inam grants, the 
undoubted fact that the King received no 
revenue (as imported by the word itself) 
from agraharams , entire villages owned by 
Brahmins , in which their full ownership 
was recognised, and was not entitled to 
receive anything from them according to 
Manu, the improbability of such claims in 
cases of Brahmins or military colonists have 
to be considered. It is, on the other 
hand, equally clear that, when the Hindu 
Law was once displaced by the Mahnmedan 
Government, the Mahomedan Chiefs, and, 
in imitation of them, the Hindu Rulers 
also, deprived so far as they cmld the 
ancient proprietors of their property in 
land. I make these observations only to 
show that I should not bo supposed to 
accept this opinion, and that, if necessary, 
the question requires further consideration. 
But, so far as mirasi villages are concerned, 
we may proceed upon facts, not theories. 
Munro’s opinion is also relied upon. I hive 
already discussed as to tl e valuo to be 
attached to it, see also Bach n Powell on 
Village Communities, page : 79. The rest 


of the judgment deals with Canara and 
proceeds partly upon the assumption of 
Muhammadan Law having been in force 
there. 

From the above review, it appears to 
me that the following facts are clear. 
The opinion of Sir Thomas Munro against 
the right of the mirasidars and in favour 
of the Government claim was authoritatively 
rejected when it was relied o.i before the 
Civil Court, and that of Mr. Ellis in 
favour of the mirasidars' claims accepted. 
Sir Thomas Munro’s opinion was aLo not 
aoted upon by the Court of Directors. 
Even in the cases of non-nurm villages it 
was not accepted by them. The only right 
which the Court of Directors insisted upon 
and which the decisions recognised, was 
the right to protect the Government revenue 
and to take the lands away from the mirasi - 
d irs, the owners of the lands, and grant 
them to others, if they refused to receive 
p i Has for cultivation. Such rights, as I have 
pointed out, can no longer be recognised 
under Act If of 1864, as explained by the 
decision in Secretary of Stale v. Ashtamurthi 
(3). The G )vernment asserted their right 
of ownership in 1S70, but no new grounds 
were alleged, or, if alleged, what those grounds 
are, does not appear in any of the Govern- 
ment proceedings. In 1872, with reference 
to gramanattams t a fuller enquiry was made 
and it was expressly decided that they 
belonged to the mirasidars. In the case of 
non jnirasi villages the right to allot sites 
among the villagers of the community 
alone was assumed. No ownership was 
asserted even in non-mirasi villages. In 
1S76, at the time of the Chingleput settle- 
ment, they conceded the claim of the 
mirasidars to swatantram . This was done 
at a time when the Gjvernment had not 
receded from the position they had taken 
up in 1872, of full recognition of mirasi 
ownership. Swatantram was evidently in- 
tended as payment of owner’s dues. The 
Government records contained the eutry 
of mirasidars ’ ownership. Then they again 
asserted, about and after 18^0, their right 
to (he waste lands and to grainanattam. 
Besides repeating Sir Thomas Munro’s 
statement (without any reference to the 
various decisions and the opinions cf the 
Court of Directors) we have got no new 
facts or arguments, The real reason for 
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putting forward this claim appears in what 
was stated by the Board of Revenue in 
their proceedings Nn. 1547, dated the 7th 
July 1886. They state “The claim now 
under consideration, which is a claim that, 
if admitted, will enable mirasidai s in all 
viirasi villager to do what they like with 
nittam lands and checkmate Government by 
refusing to the payakanes, who have been 
thrust upon them by Government, houses 
in the village site, must be resisted as 
anachronistic and inconsistent with the wel- 
fare of Government and its subj93ts. If re- 
sisted, it will probably be arserted in a Court 
of Law, but even if it is, the Board d:> not 
think that any Court will hold that the right of 
the mirasidars over gramanaUam is absolute. 
The utmost they will get is probably a 
right subject to the communal right of the 
villagers.” That these rights of the 
mirasidars are inconsistent with the welfare 
of the people generally, may probably be 
true. But a Court of Law cannot, on that 
account, disregard a legal claim. The first 
step was taken by Govern nent by altering 
the ‘double’ entry system, which recognised 
mirasi ownership. But the Government 
conceded the mirasidars ’ right to swatantrams. 
It was originally claimed and allowed, as 
I pointed out, in recognition of ownership. 
If, after the alteration in the Government 
records, the recognition was continued on 
any other basis, it has not been explained, 
and, in the absence of any explanation, it 
is a standing recognition of the right. 
While the Government have thus been 
vacillating in their views and putting 
forward their claims on different grounds, 
which deprive their pretentions of the weight 
otherwise due, the Courts have been con- 
sistently upholding tho mirasidars ’ ownership. 
They have recognised their right to turn 
out the persons who were in possession of 
house sites. They have recognised their 
right to turn out the persons who were 
in possession of lands. It- is true that to 
many of these suits the Government were 
not parties. But, as pointed out, it does 
not make them any the less binding authori- 
ties. Again, whenever the mirasidars and 
the Government were brought face to face 
in a Court of Law, their (the mirasidars) 
ownership has been recognised. No decision 
has been referred to in which the Govern- 
ment have succeeded in a Court of Law in 


asserting their claim to the ownership of 
these lands against the mirasidars ; above all 
the inirasi right has survived a century of 
persistent effort to crush it. I am, there- 
fore, of opinion that a mirasidar is, so far 
as the Government is concerned, the pro- 
prietor of the waste lands in the villxge. 
Whether he has the right to convert 
immemorial waste, that is, anadi karambu , 
into cultivable land and without the con- 
sent of Government or of the non- mirasidars 
of the village, is not a question that arises 
in this case; on that point, the authorities 
are all against the claim of the mirasidars , 
and, in my opinion, they are right. It is 
unnecessary now to give ray reasons. But 
whatever may be the rights of the mirasidars , 
it is quite clear to me that the Government 
are not entitled to deal with the immemorial 
waste or introduce other pattadars. Nor 
must I be assumed to decide in this case 
that the non -mirasi residents of a village 
have not the right to take up cultivable 
waste for cultivation on undertaking to pay 
the mirasidars the thunduvarams and the 
other customary fees. That question does 
not arise for decision. The defendants in 
possession of the land do not set up their 
right as residents of the village to live 
on the plaint land. It may be that, though 
the mir tsidars are the owners of the village 
waste lands and house sites, that claim is 
subject to the claim of the labourers and 
the residents in the village, and that, if 
the mirasidars happen to turn out a labourer 
from his homestead, they are bound to 
give him other hou?e*sites. The records 
seem to support this view; and whether 
these rights have disappeared, it is not now 
necessary fjr me to determine, as the 
contending defendants rely solely upon the 
title created by Government grant. The 
facts found by the lower Courts show that 
the plaintiffs have asserted their mirasi 
claims all through, and there is such 
evidence of possession as the nature of the 
land admits of. In the circumstances, I 
would allow the claim of the plaintiffs, 
reverse the decrees of the Courts below and 
pass a decree for possession. 

But, as my learned brother is of opinion 
that the mirasi rights have now been lost by 
proceedings of Government and decisions 
of Courts, we refer to the Tull Bench the 
following question:—. 
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Whether, in a mirasi village, the mirasidar 
is entitled to recover possession of a house- 
site held under a patta from Government. 

Sadasiva Aiyak, J. — The plaintiffs are 
the appellants. They are the viirasi- 
dnrs of the village of Mannur in the 
Chingleput District, owning two out of 
three pangus in that village. The site in 
disptue is a backyard site and has been 
classed in the revenue accounts as the 
village residential gramanatham. It is 
in one account called cherincitham , which 
evidently means that it was intended 
to be occupied as residential quarters by 
Pariahs. The plaintiffs’ case is that as 
mirasidars they were absolute owners (see 
paragraph 5 of the plaint) of the plaint 
residential manai backyard, that they had been 
in possession of the site till October 
1903, and that the defendants Nos. 1 to 
7, who are Pariahs, took wrongful posses- 
sion of the site in October 1903. Hence 
the suit for ejecting the defendants and 
for other reliefs. The defendants’ case 
is that the cherinatham in the village (of 
which cherinatham the plaint site is a 
portion) does not belong to the mirasidars , 
that it belongs to Government, that the 
Government was entitled to grant the 
site to those applicants who wanted the 

site for purposes of residence, and that the 

defendants Nos. I to 12 were such 
grantees from Government in separate por- 
tions. The defendants also denied the 
plaintiffs having had possession of the 
plaint site at any time. The lower 
Courts dismissed the plaintiffs’ suit with 
costs. The reasons for their decision 
might be shortly stated thus: 

((/) The legal presumption is that 
land of the kind in question belongs to 
Government, and any rights that the 
mirasidars may have, are liable to be 

extinguished by the Government alienat- 
ing the land. 

\l>) The documents A, 13, C, D, E, H and 
J and the oral evidence on the plaintiffs’ 
side do not establish the plaintiffs’ title 
and do not prove that the plaintiffs exer- 
cised any acts showing their full owner- 
ship over the land. The oral evidence 
merely shows that some pretence of cul- 
tivation was made by the plaintiffs just 
about the time when the Government 


granted the site to the Pariah defendants 
in 1895, within twelve years before the suit 
(which was instituted in 1905). The plaintiffs 
probably also exercised the usual privilege 
of the mirasidars , of removing a few 
branches of the trees growing upon the 
plaint site (Exhibit PP). 

The question of possession and enjoy- 
meet is a question of fact, and I am not 
prepared to differ from the concurrent 
findings of the lower Courts, that the 
plaintiffs had no such adverse enjoyment 
of full ownership right as against the 
Government before 1803 as would ex- 
tinguish the rights of Government (if 
Government possessed those rights) to 
grant the land to the applicants on dar* 
khast. The site was a vacant waste site 
till January 19C5 (see Exhibit IX). The 
documents A to E, H and J have been fully 
considered by the District Munsif, Mr. S. 
Authinarayana Aiyar. He finds Exhibit A to 
be probably a forgery. He finds Exhibits B 
and C are not proved to relate to the 
plaint land, and holds that Exhibits E 
and G came into existence after the 
Rev. Clayton had requested the Collector 
to extend the paracheri and are, therefore, 
of little value. As regards H and J, 
which are dated the 6th June 18S7 and 
2bth May 1S91, and which are transactions 
in which mirasidars have asserted their 
right to the site, along with the other 
lands in the village, they are also ot 
small value, though I cannot wholly rejeot 
them in the consideration of the evidence. 
I think, therefore, the opinion of the 
lower Courts, that the above documents and 
the oral evidence do not prove the plaintiffs’ 
title, must be accepted in second appeal. 
The only remaining question for considera- 
tion is, whether, as mirasidars of the 
plaint village, in the Chingleput District, 
the plaintiffs had full ownership title in 
the plaint site and, in consequence of such 
full title, the Government owned no such 
right in the site as could enable the 
Government to grant the same on darkhast 
to others. Pull and lengthy arguments have 
been addressed to ns on the question of 
the nature and extent of mirasi rights. 
Moat of the public records and the earlier 
judicial pronouncements on the question 
of mirasi rights are found entered in 
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Huddlestone’s Mirasi Rights. 1 think, 
however, that reference to these old 
documents can only be a matter of academic 
interest at present. There has not been 
much continuity of policy or consistency 
in the declarations or policy by the Govern- 
ment till about 1875. But, from about 
forty years ago, the Government have 
consistently been claiming that they have got 
a paramount right over eherinatham sites and 
other communal lands even in mirasi villages 
and that they were entitled to grant them to 
applicants, so as to extinguish the rights and 
privileges (if any) of mirasidars in any such 
site. Mirasi right seems to have prevailed, 
formerly in the Chingleput, Arcot, Tanjore, 
Trichinopoly and Tinnevelly Districts. So 
far as the Tanjore, Trichinopoly and Tinne- 
velly Districts are concerned, the Government 
ceased to call most of the ryotwari holders 
of land in those Districts as mirasidars 
several years ago, and they are now called 
merely ryots. Most of the bigger iyo's who 
call themselves still in documents as mirasi- 
dars, especially in panguvali villages, have 
long ceased to claim any rights in immemo- 
rial wastes and communal lands, and the Gov- 
ernment has been, it is well known, exercising 
full rights as owner in respect of such lands 
without serious objection for several years 
past. It is only in the Chingleput District 
that the question is being raised from time 
to time, even in comparatively recent dates. 
I think we are bouud by the later pronounce- 
ments of this High Court as regards the 
nature of mirasi rights in the Chingleput 
District, and I, therefore, do not propose to 
consider the cases which had been decided 
before the Full Bench decision reported as 
Sakkaji Rau v. Latchmana Gaundan (4). The 
judgment in that case goes pretty fully into 
the history of the question of mirasi rights. 
The appeal in that case was twice heard (the 
second time on review). It is clear from that 
decision that the extent of the mirasi right 
in one village was not the same as that of the 
mirasi right in another village even in the 
same district. The opinion of Sir Thomas 
Monro is entitled to very great weight in 
connection with land tenures. In his minute 
of the 31st December 1824, Sir Thomas 
Munro expressed his belief that, by the usage 
of the country, the Government possessed the 
absolute right of disposing of the waste as it 
pleased in villages which were mirasi as well 


as in those which were not. On the 24th 
July 1839, Mr. Freese, the Collector of Chin- 
gleput, asked for an expression of the views 
of the Board as to the rights of the mirasidars 
and espemally, whether they had the right to 
sell poramboke and immemorial waste, and 
thought that, “as regards poramboke and 
immemorial waste, their rights extended no 
further than to the privilege of grazing their 
cattle on them when waste and receiving the 
coopatums ’ when cultivated”. The Board 
replied to Mr. Freese that “ the mirasidars 
could not sell immemorial waste, but that 
their rights were confined to grazing and 
cutting firewood and similar common privi- 
leges, but that these must give way to any 
proposition ensuring the extension and realisa- 
tion of the public revenue .” In 1811 the 

Provincial Court ruled that “the mirasidar 
was entitled to engage for the cultivation of 
waste in preference to a stranger.” In 
1875 the Government passed proceedings 
that if an immemorial waste is given toothers 
than mirasidars , the grantee should pay the 
usual swatantram to the mirasidars and the 
mirasidars had no other rights. By the deci- 
sion in the above case in Sakkaji Rau v. 
Latchmana Gaundan (4) it was held that, 
as regards even the rights to the swatantrams , 
when strangers are introduced by Govern- 
ment as cultivators of wastelands, the mirasi- 
dars should, in each case, prove the existence 
of such rights and there could be no presump- 
tion that they are entitled to such sivatant- 
rams. As I understand the Full Bench 
judgment in Sakkaji Rau v. Latchmana 
Gaundan (4), it established the rights 
of Government to let immemorial waste 
lands over the heads of mirasidars to 
others, reserving only the right in the mirasi- 
dars to get swat intrams from persons let in 
by Government, provided the mirasidars could 
establish by evidence the existence of a 
custom to get swat m f rams, the decision reserv • 
ing also the privilege of the mirasidars to 
cut branches from trees on immemorial waste 
lands, etc., and to cut firewood, etc., so long 
as the lands remained such waste. I need 
hardly say that, as regards communal poram- 
boke lands, the rights of Government cannot 
be less extensive than their rights in im- 
memorial wastes. I shall now at once come 
down to the case of Sivantha Naicken v. 
Nattu Ranga Chari (1), merely remarking by 
the way that no case decided by the High 
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Court has been quoted before us between the 
case of SakJccij/ Rail v. Latchmana Gaundan 
(4) and Sivantha Noicken v. A attu Ranga 
Chart ^1), which is in conflict with the 
decision in Sakkaji Rau v. Latchmana Gaun- 
dan (4). One case decided by the Trivel- 
lore District Munsif has been quoted to us. 
The learned District Munsif who decided 
that case, was the late lamented Mr. V. Swami- 
natha Aiyor. His judgment, I need not say, 
is a very able and learned one. In that case, 
however, it was found as a fact that the 
natham sites then in dispute had been in the 
actual occupation of the miratidar and his 
ancestors for more than sixty years before suit. 
See page 25 of the printed papers, lines 3 to 
6. With respect to the judgment, Exhibit N, 
therefore, 1 need only say that the Full 
Bench decision in 8 akkaji Rau v. Latchmana 
Gaundan (4) must be followed by us in pre- 
ference to Exhibit N, even if the observations 
in Exhibit N were not obiter. Coming then 
to Sivantha Naicken v. Nuttu Ranga Chari 
(1), that case was decided by Mr. Justice 
Davies and Mr. Justice Benson, two very 
learned Judges who had much revenue ex- 
perience in the early days of thoir service. 
The learned Judges say in that case that the 
rights of tnirasidars to immemorial waste, 
apart from their preferential right to culti- 
vate, appear to be confined to grazing, 
cutting firewood and similar common privi- 
leges, as stated by the Board of Revenue in 
the passage in this Court’s judgment in 
S akkaji Rau v. Latchmana Gaundan (4), but 
those rights were liable to be extinguished by the 
Government alienating the land. This decision 
is an authority directly in point. In Secre - 
tary of State v. Alanjeshwar Krislinayya (2) 
it was held that even m South Canara, as 
regards which District Sir Thomas Munro 
used the expression that “ all land is private 
land,” the general presumption is that forest 
and immemorial waste land is the property 
of the Government. The three learned Judges 
forming the Full Bench, namely the learned 
Chief Justice, Davies, J., and Benson, J., 
quote with approval the minute of Sir Tho- 
mas Munro of the 31st Decoinber 1824, 
penned by him as Governor of Madras and 
already referred to by me. The learned 
Judges say that when Sir Thomas Munro’s 
experience reached its ripest maturity, he 
held that the waste lands in mirasi villages 
in Arcot did not belong to the mirandars as 


Mr. Ellis thought, and that the Circar, from 
ancient times, has everywhere even in Arcot 
as well as other Provinces granted waste in 
inam free of every rent or claim, public or 
private, and it appeared in all such grants 
to have considered the waste as being exclu- 
sively its own property. And his opinion is 
again quoted that In all villages, whether 
iniras or not, the inhabitants reserve to them- 
selves the exclusive use of the waste. But 
this right is good only against strangers, not 
against the Cirkar (Sirhar) which possessed, I 
think, by the usage of the country, the absolute 
right of disposing of the waste as it pleases in 
villages which are miras as icell as in 

those which are not," “The State might 
grant those waste lands on such terms as 
it deemed fit and found practicable”. I 
think this Full Bench case of Secretary of 
State v. Alanjeshwar Krislinayya (2) also 
establishes the Government’s paramount 
right over waste and communal land so 
as to extinguish all rights and privileges 
v if any) of the mi rasidars in such lands. 
See also Subbaraya v. Krishnappa (6), 
decided by Collins, C. J., and Parker, J., 
in which it was held that the principle to 
start from is that “waste lands belong 
to the State.” 1 am, therefore, of opinion 
that it is now too late to set up in any 
village in the Madras Province that the 
Government has no right to grant resi- 
dential sites called g ramakantham or grama - 
nat ham or chcrinatham to applicants, so as 
to extinguish the rights (if any) of persons 
calling themselves mirasidars. It has been 
held in several oases that the word “owner- 
ship,” when applied to land, is a term of 

very loose signification in India. The Govern- 
ment is styled by some authorities as the 
only owner of all lands in India. Other 
authorities say that Government is 
entitled only to impose a land tax and 
that the ownership in cultivated lands vesta 
in private persons. Some writers treat 
zemindars as owners of the zemindari lands, 
while others consider zemindars as merely 
farmers of revenue, entitled to get the 
customary rent, the cultivators of the soil 
being the real owners of the land and 
not merely lessees under the zemindar 
owners. All these fights are mostly disputes 
about words. The substance of the question 
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in the present suit is whether the Govern- 
ment has the right to grant communal 
residential sites in mirasi villages to appli- 
cants for such sites, so as to extinguish 
the privileges of mirasidars , and, whether 
you call this right as flowing from its owner- 
ship of the sites or from its paramount 
sovereign rigid to make such grants, is not, 
in my opinion, of any practical importance. 

I think that this question ought to be 
decided in favour of Government on the 
principle of stare decicis. There can be no 
doubt that in 1872, the then Government 
(the personnel of the Government usually 
changing every five years) thought that the 
mirasidars in purely mirasi villages were 
the owners of even the natham poramboke 
lands in the villages. In the Government 
Order No. 1684* of that year, the Govern- 
ment say: In purely mirasi villages, where 
the entire area belongs to the mirasidars 
the gramanatham , no doubt, appertains to 
them equally with the other poramboke , 
but these cases are exceptional.” But in 
1886, the Government found that they had 
ignored their own prerogative too much, 
and, when the Revenue Board pointed it 
out, the Government approved of the Board’s 
opinion. After the date of this Govern- 
ment Order of July 1856, there were the 
Board’s proceedings of September 1887, and 
they include a very frank letter of Mr. Johnson. 
Mr. Johnson says: — The mirasi bugbear is 
destined gradually to die a natural death 
if left to the ordinary operations of time.” 
Between 1872 and 1886 we had the case of 
Sakkiji Ran v. Latchmana Gaundan (4), (it 
must have been decided about 1880) 
which recognized the Government’s para- 
mount prerogative. As I said already, the 
mirasi bugbear seems to have died a natural 
death (using the words of Mr. Johnson) in 
all the other Districts except Chingleput. 
In Chingleput the preferential right of the 
mirasidars as a legal right to get darkhast 
grant from the Government for immemorial 
waste and his right to swat ant rams (calculated 
as a fraction of the assessment) when such 
immemorial waste was allotted to any other 
person than the mirasidars , these two rights 
seem to have been recognised till recently 
and hence the efforts of the mirasidars to 
claim full ownership rights have not ceased 
even after Sivantha Naicken v. Nattu Ranga 


Chari (l). As said in the letter of the 
Special Settlement Officer, Mr. GAD 
Stuart, the possession of special privileges 
by particular classes is an anachronism at 
the present day and the mirasi system is 
destined to go the way of all anachronisms. 
Even in the thirty years since the last 
settlement, mirasi right seems to have died 
out altogether in many villages. It is 
still fairly vigorous, however, in many 
places, but patience and time are all that are 
necessary to see the end of it.” 

In 1890, the Government passed Revenue 
Proceedings No. 704, dated the 3rd Septem- 
ber. In paragraph 5 of that letter they 
&&Y » It is true that in 1872, the Govern- 

ment declared that in the exceptional case 
of purely mirasi villages, where the entire 
area belonged to the mirasidars , the village 
site would also appertain to the same body, 
but the opinion expressed was stronger in 
appearance than in reality, for it formed 
part of an argument contesting the view 
of the Board that village site was the com- 
munal property of the villagers and did not 
appertain to Government. In any case , 
His Excellency the Governor in Council is 
not now prepared to subscribe to the above 
dictum , and it is observed that when, in 
lb86, the Board challenged the correctness 
of the Order of 1872, the Government 
allowed the challenge to pass unnoticed. 
The said order has thus practically become 
a dead letter in so far as it acknowledges 
the claims of mirasidars to village sites, and 
in the revised edition of the Standing Orders 
the words 'mirasi villages’ have been omitted 
from Standing Order No. 37 (formerly 
No- 39).” I think that, except in the matter 
of preferential claims to grants on darkhast of 
immemorial waste and except as regards the 
right to claim swatantrams and the right to 
gather leaves and firewood from trees growing 
on waste and poramboke lands not yet granted 
by Government, it is inexpedient to revive 
these mirasi claims, which were in various 
stages of disintegration before 1890, and 
which were never recognised by Government 
after 1890. I should like to hold that such 
claims must be taken to have been finally 
killed by the case of Sivantha Naicken v. 
Nattu Ranga Chari (1). It is batter to treat 
the present litigation as “the last flickering 
up of a dying fire” and as the final ineffective 
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expiring gasp of protest” of the mirasi right 
Hghtingin its last ditch. (Preferential claims, 
however, of mirasidars to occupy waste lands 
in their villages for cultivation and, in 
Chingleput, to levy a fee from non -mirasidars 
who may take up land for cultivation have 
been recognised by GovernmenteveninSeptem- 
ber 1892. See Proceedings No. 1010A — 
Government of Madras, paragraph 4.) Those 
two rights and the other rights mentioned in 
Sivantha Naicken v. Nattu Ranga Chari (1) 
may be still considered to be alive and all the 
other rights as dead. It is true that till 
1886, the opinion of Mr. Ellis about mirasi 
rights was treated as more in accordance 
with the Customary Law than the opinion of 
Sir Thomas Munro. It is also true that 
the High Court of Madras was considered 
by the Government to have so far committed 
themselves to opinions in favour of the miraci- 
dars that it was safer not to contest the 
matter by a frontal attack in the High Court 
itself, but to have it fought out in the District 
Courts. As I have already said, however, the 
case of Sakkaji Rati v. Latchmana Gaundan 
(4', which was decided about 1880 by the 
Madras High Court, did not unconditionally 
recognise the mirasidars ’ right, but held that 
the mirasidars should prove even the custo- 
mary right to swat ant rams where it is denied. 
There can be no doubt that, till 1886, the 
inclination of the High Court was to hold 
that mirasidars had ownership rights in 
immemorial wastes and in natham sites also. 
But the Revenue Board and the Government 
from 1886 were determined, by all legitimate 
means, to establish the paramount rights of 
Government to grant natham poramboke sites, 
and also to deny all other rights claimed by 
the mirasidars , except the right of preference 
when grants to immemorial wastes are made 
and to obtain swatantrams if grants are made 
to others than mirasidars , and similar rights. 
It must be admitted that this resolve of the 
Board of Revenue and of the Government, so 
far as natham sites arc concerned , was arrived 
at, not for the purpose of obtaining more 
revenue or other pecuniary benefit, but in the 
interests of the public, especially of the de- 
pressed classes. As my learned brother has 
put it in his judgment, “That these rights of 
the mirasidars tire inconsistent with the wel- 
fare of the people may probably be true.” 
Subsequent to 1886, we have got at least two 
judgments of this High Court, one being the 


case of Sivantha Naicken v. Nattu Ranga 
Chari (l) and the other of Secretary of 
State v. Manjeshwar Krishnayya (2), which 
two decisions, it seems to me, clearly follow 
the opinion of Sir Thomas Munro in pre- 
ference to the opinion of Mr. Ellis. The 
observation in Secretary of State v. Manjeshwar 
K rishnayya (2) (which is a Full Bench 
case decided by the Chief Justice and Justices 
Davies and Benson) is that “the right of the 
Government to waste land has now, after 
protracted contest, been established against 
the mirasidars .” This seems to indicate that 
the decisions till 1886, which favoured the 
mirasidars , were given during the first stages 
of the contest, and that the final battles had 
gone in favour of the Government. As 
remarked by my learned brother in his judg- 
ment, it may be that this observation rests 
upon the results of a comparatively fewer 
number of cases decided by the High Court 
after 1886 than the number of cases decided 
before 1 886 which held the other view. In 
the case of Natesa Gramani v. Venkatarama 
Reddi (5) the contest was between the zemin- 
dar and the mirasidars and the paramount 
right of the Government as ruling authority 
was not in contest. As between the zemindar 
and the mirasidars , the evidence in that par- 
ticular case seems to have (in the opinion of 
several lower Courts) established the rights 
of the mirasidars in poramboke lands and the 
High Court was “not prepared to interfere 
with the finding of fact at which all the lower 
Courts have arrived at.” The judgment in 
Natesa Gramani v. Yenkatarama Reddi (5) 
(to which Benson, J., was a party) does not 
dissent from the observations in Sivantha 
Naicken v. Nattu Ranga Chari (1) and 
Secretory of State v. Manjeshwar Krishnayya 
(2), (to which decisions also, Benson, J., was 
a party) but, so far as the relative rights of the 
zemindar and mirasidars were co7icemed t 
Sivantha Naicken v. Nattu Ranga Chari (1) 
decided in one way on the evidence in that 
case, and Natesa Gramani v. T enkatarama 
Reddi (5) decided the other way. I find 
myself unable to hold that Natesa Gramani 
v. Venkata rain a Reddi (5) has, in any way, 
weakened the authority of Sivantha Naicken 
v. Nattu Ranga Chari (1) or the Full Bench 
decision in Secretary of State v. Manjeshwar 
Krishnayya (2). Under these circum- 
stances, Ido not see my way to hold that the 
mirasidars have got higher rights than ara 
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recognised in Sivantha Naicken v. Nattu 
Ranga Chari (I) and Secretary of State 
v. Manjeshwar Erishnayya (2), without 
practioally overruling those decisions My 
earned brother’s inclination being against 
the opinion expressed in those two decisions. 

and as the question is a very important one, 

i conour with him in referring the question of 
tbe extent of the mirasidars' rights to natham 
poramboke sites to a Full Bench. 


This second appeal came on for hearing as 
per above order on the 16th, 17th, 18th, 

19 h, 20th and 23rd August 1915 before the 
-ruJl Bench. 

t \ ^° n '^ e Mr- &'• Srinivasa Aiyengar 

t Advocate General) and Mr. A. Swaminatha 

Aiyar, for the Appellants Nos. 2 — 5. The 

tract of country which lay between the North 
and South Pennar was known as Thondai- 
mandalam and comprised Chingleput and 
the two Aroots, North and South. The 
mirasi rights recognised by the Hindu 
and Muhammadan Kings before the British 
occupation were of two descriptions, 
viz., pashankarai and arudikarai. Under 
the former right, the whole village was 
held in common and mesne profits were 
divided by the villagers. Under the latter 
right, all the properties were held finally and 
completely under a system of severalty. All 
the lands that were not cultivated were treated 
as samudayam cr common property. There 
were two kinds of tenants in such mirasi 
villages, and they were called parakudis and 
ulkudts, Parakudis were residents of other 
villages holding lands under mirasidars on 
rent and ulkudts were those who had settled 
down in mirasi villages and who had been 
there for generations and had acquired oc- 
cupancy rights. 

The extracts read by me give a clear in- 
dication of the fact that village communities 
did exist as factors even as late as 1820, and 
that those institutions were not mere myths. 

Sir Thomas Munro’s minute dealt with 
the economic side of the problem relating to 
mirasi rights, and not with the legal side of 
it. Privileges as regards waste lands were 
not peculiar to mirasi villages and even Sir 
Thomas Munro admitted the fact that the 
samudayam tenure existed, and that was 


conclusive of the fact that village settlements 
did continue even after British occupation. 
Sir Thomas Munro’s minute dealt with 
the question more with a view to securing 
the right of Government to revenue in mirasi 
villages, but in the present appeal, they had 
not to deal with the question of revenue, 
lhe mirasidars in this case were only con- 
cerned with the question as to whether 
Government could deprive mirasidars of their 
right to immemorial waste. Government had 
admitted the claim of the mirasidars to such 
right, though there was a tendency displayed 
in the later orders to resist that claim. 

Mr. Nugent Grant (Government Pleader) 
for Respondent No. 1 o.—The general proposi- 
tmn is that ownership in the soil is vested 
in Government and Act III of 1905 (Land 
Encroachments Act) is conclusive proof of 
the fact. Government, no doubt, recognised 
that mirasidars had certain privileges, the 
main privileges being preference to cultiva- 
tion. The presumption under the Common 
Law was that Government was the owner 
of the soil in all gramanattams. Madathapu 
Ramaya v. Secretary cf State (7) 
and Putloor Boyanna v. Golusu Asethu 
O; support this proposition. Subba - 
raya v. Krishnappa (6) also lays down 
that with regard to waste lands, the pre- 
sumption is that poramboke lands generally 
are the property of Government. Secretary 
of State v. Manjeshwar Krishnayya (2) ac- 
cepted the view of Sir Thomas Munro that 
the property in waste lands in mirasi as 
well as non -mirasi villages belonged to Gov- 
ernment. 

The onus was on the plaintiff ( mirasidar ) 
to show that he was the owner of the vil- 
lage sites in mirasi villages, and that he had 
either by grant or other means acquired a 
title as against Government. So far as the 
question of grant was concerned, there was 
nothing on record in the present case to 
show that any grant existed. It was the 
plaintiff who ought to satisfy the Court that 
there had been a course of proceeding or 
action with regard to particular property 
or particular right which could have only 
come into existence by any grant. As 


(7) 27 M. 380. 

(8) 24 Ind. Cas. 735; 16 M. L. T. 48. 
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regards the village site in the present case 
there was nothing to show that for a 
course of years the plaintiff had been exercis- 
ing any acts of ownership. The plaintiff 
simply asked the Court to hold that, because 
the property in question formed part of a 
mirasi village, he had a right to that property. 
There were no instances on record to show 
that the increase of privileges on the part 
of mirasidars in regard to quarrying, fishery, 
pasturage or minerals had ever existed, and 
even if such privileges had existed in the 
remote past, they must he held to have 
since fallen into disuse. The attitude^ of 
Government had been to give mirasidars 
preferential right to wciste. Mir sidars had 
also preferential right over strangers for 
pattahs in respect of cultivable waste; and 
as regards immemorial waste, mirasidars had 
no better right than that of pasturage and 
taking firewood, and those were ordinary 
privileges which attached to them as much 
as they attached to every other village 
community in a ryotwari tract. 1 he plain- 
tiff’s case was that every property in a 
mirasi village belonged to mirasidars ; but 
as regards immemorial waste, it was shown 
that the property did not belong to mirasidars 
Sankaran Nair, J., started with the assump- 
tion that a right to excavation was indicative 

of ownership, but the past history of mirasi 
tenure did not warrant that assumption. 

The proceedings of the Board of Revenue 
and minutes of the Court of Directors 
show that nowhere in those references 
had Government ever admitted the rights 
of mirasidars to he anything better than 
the rights of the ordinary ryots. Such of 
the rights as were conceded to mirasidars 
accrued by virtue of their position as 
headmen and nothing more. I he Board 
of Revenue was decidedly of opinion that 
mirasidars had no right to sell or mortgage 
poratnbokcs or immemorial wastes. The 
decision of Mr. Lewin of the Provincial 
Court that the property in immemorial 
y aste belonged to mirasidars was not sup- 
ported by any authority other than that 
of Mr. Mil is and Mr. Sankara Aiyar. The 
attitude of Government of that time was 
that Government should take the consent 
of mirasidars before giving immemorial waste 
lands to s 1 1 argots for cultivation. Mr. 

Le win’d judgment was based on a mistake 


that 


of fact and in that circumstance 
judgment was erroneous. 

The property in gramanattams absolutely 
belonged to Government and no mirasidar 
was entitled either by enstom or otherwise 
to any rights over them except those whioh 
Government had chosen to bestow upon 
them. The effect of the Government orders 
issued from time to time on the subject 
of mirasi tenure was that Government recog- 
nised certain privileges of mirasidars in 
respect of village sites and that Government 
were willing to preserve those rights to 
them. If the property in village sites abso- 
lutely belonged to Government, there was 
no justification for holding that Govern- 
ment had ever waived their right to prevent 
mirasidars from alienating or otherwise 
disposing of village sites for purposes 
other than those which had been originally 

intended. 

Fakir Muhammad v. Tirumala Ghana) (9) 
was opposed to the view that immemorial 
waste was the property of the mirasidars . 

No issue was raised in the lower Courts 
as to custom, but the argument in the 
Division Bench of the High Court was 
based largely on custom. The general 

issue as to whether mirasidars bad a pro- 
prietary right in gr manat tarns or other 
poramboke lands was muoh wider of the 
plea raised in the case. If their bord- 
ships came to a decision as to the proprietary 
right of mirasidars in respect of soil in 
village sites, that decision might he held to 
apply to other rights of mirasidars in mirasi 
villages. A decision sought to he obtained 
with regard to certain rights in a particular 
District might ho subsequently sought to 
he made applicable to similar rights in 
other Districts. In a Government Order 
issued in 1S7^, Government no doubt re- 
cognised proprietary right of mirasidars 
over gramanattams , but that recognition was 
not conclusive admission as against Govern- 
ment, though it might he treated as evi- 
dence against the Government. Government 
issued that order on flimsy materials. 


(D) 1 M. ‘20:>; 1 1ml Jur. 299; 1 M. L. R. 319* 1 
lml. IX e. (n. j*.) lob. 
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Mirasidars had certain powers of superintend- 
ence over the villages conferred upon them 
by Government and those powers were now 
made a foundation of their claim to owner- 
ship in village sites. 

OPINION. 

\Vallts, C. J. — The question referred to 
us is, whether in a mins/' village the mirasi- 
dar is entitled to recover possession of a 
house site held under a patta from Govern- 
ment: and, to show what it involves, it may 
be well to state at once the circumstances in 
which it arises in the case under appeal. On 
the 16th November 1894, Mr. George Stuart 
Forbes, Acting Collector of Chingleput, 
passed orders on certain petitions praying for 
an extension of the cheri nuttam, or part 
of the village sites reserved for Pariah, in the 
village of Mannur in the Saidapet Taluk not 
far from Madras. He began by observing 
that out of the whole Survey No.. 14 A of 
23 acres which was classed as village 
site, 97 cents, or nearly one acre, identical 
with Survey No. 45 in the paimash or old 
survey, was shown in the p uniash accounts 
as Cherial Pizhakkadai” or reserved for 
Pariahs. There had, he went on to say, been 
no erection on this site by any mi rasidar 
since the date of the paim vdi (apparently 
about 1845) and the only building on it was 
an arrack shop. He did not interfere with 
this, but stated that the rest of the plot 
was available for sites in extension of 
the paracheri or Pariahs’ quarters, and 
directed it to be laid out in streets and house 
9ites in such a manner as to facilitate sanita- 
tion and the convenience of the residents. As 
regards any claims from mirasidars, he merely 
observed that the short usurpation by 
the mirasidars in recent times, which is 
supported by the entry in the Adangal of 
Seshachellam Chetty (plaintiff) and others,’ 
is invalid and cannot be recognized.” The 
Adangal (Exhibit G) is described as the 
village account of lands held in the village 
according to Survey numbers. The 
paimash register only contained the names 
of actual occupiers of sites in the nattam 
as appears from Exhibit X, but in 1886 it 
came to light that at some time or other 
the names of the mirasi Ian had been in- 
serted in the Adangal as well as the names 
of the actual occupiers, whioh alone ap- 
peared in the pain\ish register, and had 


also been inserted as owners of the 
unoccupied sites as regards which no 
names appeared in the pat mash register; 
and this was apparently what Mr. Forbes 
was alluding to in speaking of the recent 
usurpation. Exhibits I to VIII are 
applications for sites put in immediately 
after the Collector’s order by residents 
in the paracheri which, the endorsements 
show, were granted or refused according 
to the merits. This was in 1894 and 
early in 1895, and the present suit was 
not brought until January 1905, ten years 
later. The plaint alleges that the plot 
was the property of the plaintiffs and 
that they constructed and rented to the 
13th defendant a leaf-roofed shop marked 
B in the annexed plan; that the defend- 
ants on 17th October 1903 took wrongful 
possession of the plot and erected the 
shed marked C; and the defendants Nos. 

1 to 12 with the 13th defendant after- 
wards dismantled the shop B and erected 
the sheds D and E. Defendants Nos. I 
to 12 pleaded that the site was not the 
property of the plaintiffs but of Government 
who had granted the sites thereon. They 
alleged that the building C (a mission 
hall) and E (a sundries bazaar) had 
always been in existence and that D had 
been erected three or four months pre- 
viously as the shop B was in a ruined 
state. The 13th defendant pleaded that 
he was only a servant of the owner of 
the toddy shop, and the latter was added 
as 14th defendant but remained ex parte. 
The District Munsif at first dismissed 

the suit on the ground that the 
Secretary of State in Council was not a 
party, but on appeal the plaintiffs 
undertook to make him a party, and this 
having been done, the Collector filed a writ- 
ten stitem9nt on his behalf as 15th defendant 
in which he alleged that the plaintiffs have 
not and never had any title to the property, 
and never occupied it in a manner inconsist- 
ent with the rights of Government, and that 
Government had exercised rights of owner- 
ship over it to the knowledge of the mirasi • 
dars. The entries in the village accounts for 
some years by officers who were themselves 
mirasidars were,, it was alleged, only paper 
entries and did not affect the proprietary 
right of Government. In his judgment th§ 
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District Mu naif observed that in the Settle- 
ment Register, Exhibit F (1875), the names 
of the 1st plaintiff and the other m^rasidars 
were not entered against Survey No. 14 A, 
the village site, and thenceforward they had 
never taken any steps to assert the right to 
the land and have it included in their pangu 
lands. The District Judge took the same 
view and observed that the plaintiffs had 
never cultivated the land, and had put up 
the thatched hut B in 1902 long after Gov- 
ernment had assigned the sites. They ac- 
cordingly dismissed the suit, but held it was 
not barred as it was instituted within 12 
years of the grants made under Mr. Forbes’s 
orders at the end of 1894. The result of the 
findings would, therefore, appear to he that 
the site in question was waste land over 
which the plaintiffs never exercised any 
rights of ownership until some years after 
it had been allotted by Government in exten- 
sion of the chert or Pariahs’ quarters. 

The Privy Counoil have very recently 
pointed out in Secretary of State v. Boi 
Raj bo i (10) that, as regards lands such as 
these which have been ceded by native rulers, 
the only enforceable rights are those con- 
ferred by the Crown by express or implied 
agreement or by legislation; but in order 
rightly to appreciate the action of the Crown 
or Government, it is necessary to know some- 
thing of the pre-existing state of things. We 
have not been referred to any critical 
discussion of the legendary settlement of 
Thondamandalam, as this part of the country 
was called, by .‘100,000 Vellalas from the 
west coast of India which is referred to in 
the judgment of Sankaran Nair, J., and 
had been dismissed as fabulous by Sir 
Thomas Munro in his well-known minute. 
What we do know is that this District was 
the seat of an ancient civilisation, and 
that Kanohi or Coonjeevaram was the capital 
of the Pallava dynasty who llourished until 
their overthrow by the Cholas about the 
end of the 9th century; and that it was 
afterwards one of the principal cities in the 
Chola Kingdom, which again was absorbed 
in the Vijianagar Empire in the 15th 
century. That Empire had fallen into 


(10) 30 Tud. Cns. 303; 42 1. A. 229; 23 C. L. J. |. 
19 C. W. N. 1087; 13 A. L. J. 953; (1915) M. W. \ 
503; 29 M. L. J. 242; 18 M. L. T. 179; 2 L. W. 731; 17 
bom. L. It. 730; 39 B. 026, 


decay, when in the middle of the 17th 
century one of its nominal dependants 
granted the East India Company four 
mirasi villages on which Fort St. George 
and the adjoining White and Black Towns, 
as they were then called, were erected. To 
these was added, some years later, the 
shrotriem village of Triplicane; and after 
the advent of the Muhammadans three more 
mirasi villages, which are now included in 
the Municipal limits of Madras, were granted 
in 1694 during the reign of Aurangzib. 
Further grants were made early in the 
18th century of villages with what are 
now within the Municipal limits and beyond, 
and finally the whole District of Chingleput 
as it now is was assigned by the Nabab of 
Carnatic to the Company in return for 
their services against bis enemies and be- 
came known as the jaghir. It was sub- 
sequently laid waste by Hyder in his 
invasion of the Carnatic, and it was only 
some years after 1784, when peace was 
restored, that the question with which we 
are now concerned came to the front in 
connection with the proposed introduction 
of a Permanent Settlement on the 
lines on which Lord Cornwallis bad 
carried out the Permanent Settlement of 
Bengal, and it became necessary to in- 
vestigate the position and rights of the 
mirasidars in relation to the land. If they 
were the real owners of the land it could 
not be parcelled out among zemindars under 
Regulation XXV of 1802 which reproduced 
the Bengal Regulation of 1793; and later, 
when the idea of a Permanent Settle- 
ment was given up and the system of 
ryotwari settlement with the individual 
cultivator was coming into favour, this 
alleged ownership of the mirasi dars was 
again an obstacle to the introduction of 
settlement with the actual cultivators. The 
result of the controversy in the early years 
of last century was that the settlement 
was made with the mirasi dars and not 
with zemindars or with the actual cultivators; 
but many questions such as those with 
which we are dealing were left outstanding 
and lapse of time has not made it any 
easier to settle them, in spite of the lengthy 
discussions which are to be found in the 
Mirasi Papers which go down to 1S64. and 
in the further papers which have been 
specially printed for this case, 
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It is unnecessary to go into old con- 
troversies as to ownership of land in India 
as to whether, as has been sometimes 
held, the State was the owner of all land 
which it had not actually alienated and 
the cultivators were merely tenants under 
it, or whether the cultivators are the owners 
subject to the right of the State to share 
in the produce, or whether, as James Mill 
thought (Fifth Report, Ed. Higgin- 
botham, page 816), Government and the cul- 
tivators should be regarded as “joint tenants”, 
by which he probably meant co-owners. In 
1796 (M. P. 26) the Madras Government 
went so far as to assert it to be the great 
feature in all the Governments of India 
that the Sovereign is the lord of the 
soil. As regards waste lands at any rate, 
it seems clear, as held in Secretary of 
State v. Manjeshwar Krishnayya (2), that by 
the Muhammadans waste lands in conquered 
cotintries were always held to be the pro- 
perty of the Stats. It may be taken then 
that the principle to start with generally 
is that in India waste or unoccupied 
lands at any rate belong to the State, and the 
Madras Legislature has in Madras Act J 1 1 
of 1905, which is modelled on Bombay 
Act V of 1879, given statutory force to 
this rule which had previously been held 
applicable to lands of this character. 

The question then is, whether unoccupied 
lands in mirasi villages in this District, 
and more especially the unoccupied lands 
set apart for house sites in the villages, 
form an exception to the general rule and 
were recognised as private property when or 
after the British Government succeeded to the 
previous rulers. The distinctive thing about 
the district is the persistence until very 
recent times of the system of joint cultivation 
of the village lands by the village community 
of mirasidars , the actual cultivation being done 
by a dependent population working under them. 
This is a stage of agricultural development 
through which various peoples have passed 
and of which traces are to be found in 
England, Germany and Russia, both European 
and Asiatic, and even in Japan (see 
Lewinski’s Origin of Property, London, 
Constable and Co. 1913), but it by no 
means necessarily connotes the ownership 
by the cultivators of the adjoining waste 
er un n O 0 Spied lands, or implies that the 
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cultivators have greater rights in respect 
to them than inhabitants of other villages 
in the neighbourhood where the system 
does not prevail, as was pointed by Sir 
Thomas Munro. The right of the State to 
admit cultivators to uncultivated land for 
the purpose of realizing its revenue, which 
is a necessary incident of the immemorial 
revenue system and is recognized in the 
recently published Arthasastra of Kautilya 
dating from 300 B. C., Bk. 2, C. 1, section 
47, necessarily involves the right of the 
State to provide such cultivators with sites 
as the nattam. Nor is it a necessary 
inference that the village community owned 
all the land within the boundaries of the 
village, for as observed by Mr. Hodgson in 
the report on the Survey of Dindigul (1) 
note (Fifth Report^ Edition Higginbotham 
Co., at page 607), “the whole lands of a 
Province in India, whether cultivable, arable, 
waste, jungle or hills, have been from time 
immemorial apportioned to a particular village 
so that all lands are within the known 
boundaries of some village. The total area 
of all villages forms the whole landed 
surface of that particular Province”. And 
there is satisfactory evidence, as appears 
from Mr. S. Krisbnaswami Aiyangar’s 
Ancient India and Mr. Vincent Smith’s 
Early Histor 3 r of India, 3rd Edition, 1913, 
that under the Cholas the lands and 
cultivation were carefully surveyed and 
holdings registered at least a century before 
our Domesday Survey. 

It is perhaps hardly safe to make any 
positive assertion about the ownership of 
the nattam and other unoccupied lands in 
periods so remote as to which the evidence 
is so scanty, but the great irrigation works 
and temples which have come down to us 
from this period and were probably pro- 
duced by forced labour point to aotive 
intervention and control by the State and 
do not support the conclusion that the 
village cultivators, whether cultivating 
jointly or individually, were regarded as the 
owners of land which they had not de- 
claimed to cultivation in the absence of 
evidence of user or recognition. 

As evidence of recognition it is said by 
Sankariah in the Mirasi Papers that former 
rulers were in the habit of purchasing 
lands from the villagers to- present them 


936 

SESHACHALA CHE1TY V. PARA CHINNASAMI. 

to temples and in the three volumes of Dr. 
Hultzsch’s South Indian Inscriptions there 
are inscriptions nearly a thousand years old 
that appear to bear this out, but it does not 
appear that the lands so acquired were waste. 

Nor is such a view supported by what we 
know of the history of the mirasi villages 
now included in the municipal limits of 
Madras which, as already mentioned, were 
acquired in the 17th century and the 
years immediately following long before 
the present controversy arose. The three 
bulky volumes, recently brought out by 
Col. Love for the Government of India 
under the title of “Vestiges of Old Madras,” 
contain a digest of all that is to be found 
in the records about the city from its founda- 
tion down to the end of the 18th century; 
and it is remarkable that they do not 
appear to support the claim of the mirasidars 
to the waste lands of the villages. Such 
references as there are seem to show that 
the Madras Government treated all waste 
lands as at its disposal and the claim 
would appear not to have been disputed. 

See Volume T, pages 170, 579-80; \ol. II 
page 127 and pages 193 and 194. In Volume 
II, page 505, under the year 1763, 
we find mention of numerous leases 
granted by the Company of large areas 
for the erection of the garden lu uses that 
form a feature of the city; and Mr. Ellis’ 
answer in the Mirasi Papeis to the 9th 
question put to him suggests that, when 
he wrote in 1814, a great part of the 
village lands had been converted into 
gardens in this way; and in the suit in the 
Supreme Court in 1 SO 8 , which will be 
referred to later, Sir Thomas Strange, 
C. J., stated that the only oases as re- 
gards mirasi villages which came before the 
Mayor’s Court in the 18th century dealt 
with another question. 

The fact relied on by Sankaran Nair, 
J., that in the conveyances of the 18th 
and early I 9th centuries, which are collected 
in the Mirasi Papers, the transferor purports 
to convey not only his cultivable lands 
but also all' his rights in the nattam and 
the waste lands which had not been divided, 
and in fact deals with them as the sub- 
ject of oo ownership-is of course to be 
considered, but as against the State which 
the other party interested, such claixps 
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appear not to be entitled to much weight 
except in so far as they are supported by 
actual user or recognition. 

Coming now to the views expressed by 
Mr. Place and later by Mr. Ellis, Col- 
lector of Madras, and his sheristadar San- 
kariah in answer to the questions put by the 
Board of Revenue in 1814 (Mirasi Papers, page 
155), though they were no doubt well warranted 
in championing the mirasidars and asserting 
their proprietary interests against proposals 
to ignore them either in favour of zemindars 
or of the actual cultivators, it by no means 
follows that the mirasidars were the owners 
of the waste lands in the village as well 
as of the lands they had reclaimed to 
cultivation. Sankariah, a successful official 
of those days, who, as was pointed out by 
my learned brother in the course of the 
argument, was almost certainly a mirasidar 
himself, no doubt says distinctly that they 
owned the waste, but Mr. Ellis speaks 
only to a restricted right of user falling 
short of full ownership. 

Eventually even as regards cultivable 
waste the mirasidars ’ ownership has not 
been fully established, and though they 
had and still have a preferential right to 
such lands, yet on failure to cultivate them 
they are liable to have cultivators put in by 
Government. Mr. Ellis and Sankariah no 
doubt claim that they were entitled to be 
restored within 105 years on making com- 
pensation, but that claim has not been sub* 
stantiated. No doubt their claim to receive 
stvntantrams, or payments from the newly 
admitted cultivators, is evidence of their 
claim to ownership of the waste which they 
had reclaimed to cultivation; but, according 
to the decision of the Full Bench in 
Sakkaji Ran v. Latchmajia Gatindan (4)* such 
swatantrams are not generally payable but 
only on proof of custom. Further Mr. Ellis' 
views have never won complete acceptance*. 
In 1822 (Mirasi Papers, page 423), the 
Court of Directors found fault with the 
Madras Government for having printed and 
circulated to the Service the answers of 
Mr. Ellis, as a question of this kind should 
be decided not upon one man’s opinions alone 
but upon a consideration of all the evidence 
which could be obtained. They considered 
the course adopted would to a great degree 
haw© the effect of imposing upon the S©ryic® 
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the opinions of Mr. Ellis as the authorita- 
tive conclusion of Government. The Govern- 
ment in reply disclaimed any such intention, 
and we find the Board of Revenue treating 
the question of the extent of the mirasi - 
dars ’ rights in waste lands as an open one 
and framing a fresh series of questions for 
Collectors on the subject (Mirasi Papers, page 
427) on the 11th December 1823. 
The Government of Sir Thomas Munro 
did not pass any orders on these pro- 
ceedings so that fresh queries were never 
sent to Collectors; and on 31st December 
1824, Sir Thomas Munro wrote his well-known 
minute on the state of the country and the 
condition of the people, in which speaking 
with his wide experience gained by him as 
a Settlement Officer in various districts of 
Southern India as to the system prevailing 
under the Vijianagar and Muhammadan rulers 
he incidentally contested nearly all Mr. Ellis’ 
opinions and conclusions. Selections from 
the minutes of Sir Thomas Munro, Ed. 
Arbuthnot, Madras. Ed. Higginbotham, 
1886, page 228. The question discussed by 
Sir Thomas Munro no doubt related to the 
cultivable waste rather than to waste which 
was excluded from cultivation either as 
unfit or as reserved for other purposes; but 
there can be no doubt that he would have 
expressed himself as strongly as regards 
the ownership of waste excluded from cultiva- 
tion. 

The paimash survey and accounts of the 
district appear from the District Manual 
to date from the years immediately follow- 
ing, and the extract from the paimash ac- 
counts, Exhibit X, exhibited in this case and 
dating it is said from 1845, shows that, while 
the name of the owner is given in the case 
of each occupied site in the nattam , no name 
is entered against the unoccupied portion, 
which goes to show that the private ownership 
of the unoccupied nattam was not then recog- 
nised. In 1839, the Board (Mirasi Papers, page 
452) expressed the opinion ‘‘that as regards 
immemorial waste the rights of the mirasidars 
are confined to the pasturing of their cattle, 
the cutting of firewood, etc., and similar 
common privileges, but these must always 
give way to any proposition ensuring the ex- 
tension and realisation of the public reve- 
nue.” The passage is important as it was 
cited by the Full Bench in Sakkaji Ran v. 
latchmana Qaundan (4) and adopted as laying 


down the true rule in Sivar.tha Naicken v. 
Nattu Ranga Chari (1). 

We are not, however, immediately concerned 
in this case with the general question of the 
ownership of waste lands but with the owner- 
shipof part of the village nattam or village site. 
The nattam or area reserved for house sites is 
a feature of every village, zemindari , ryotwari , 
and mirasi alike, and consists of unassessed 
land set apart for the erection of houses and for 
the adjoining backyards. In Dr. Hultzsch’s 
South Indian Inscriptions, Volume II, part 1, 
No. 4, we find the ur-nattam and paracheri % 
or Pariahs’ quarters, enumerated with tanks 
and burying grounds as free from assess- 
ment, and there are other inscriptions of the 
same kind showing that a portion of the site 
was set apart for Pariahs or untouchables from 
very early times. So far as the inscriptions 
enable us to judge, the affairs of the 
villages appear to have been managed by 
sabhas cr assemblies of leading men in 
the villages, who were probably left to allot 
house sites as the occasion arose without 
interference. Such a power of allotment 
would not connote ownership, but might of 
course give rise to it if it led to the sites 
being dealt with as private property and 
sold or leased as such. 

As regards waste lands generally, the Mirasi 
Papers contain discussions as to whether 
the mirasidars were entitled to compensation 
for waste lands acquired for public pur- 
poses, and that such claims were in some 
instances admitted appears not only from 
the instances given but also from the faot 
mentioned in the Chingleput District Manual 
and also by Mr. Stuart in his report in 
1909 that Government in 1870 decided to 
refuse any longer to pay compensation for 
such lands. The case which subsequently 
came before Sir Charles Turner will be consi- 
dered later. As regards the nattam itself in 

1856 (M. P. 358, 553) the ques- 
tion was the subject of a strong divergence 
of views between the Board of Revenue 
and the Government of the day which 
favoured the mirasidars claims and went 
so far a 9 to dispossess in his favour a 
stranger whom the mirasidar had sued un- 
successfully in the Civil Courts The papers 
were sent Home, but the Court of Directors 
in their reply did not commit themselves to 
one view or the other. 

In 1S69 Government framed darkhast 
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rules (as to applications for grants of land) 
in the District in whioh the prior claims 
of the mirasidars were recognised. Rule 
13, however, provided that tanks, threshing 
Boors, burying grounds, etc., should not 
he given away on darkhast and concluded, 
applications for r/ramanat tarns or village 
sites shall not be entertained.” In 1872 
as appears from G. O., dated 16th 
December 1872, No. 1684, the Board 
oalled for returns from Collectors as to 
the practice in their districts of giving 
gramanattam land as house sites to persons 
who were neither pattadars nor actual 
cultivators; and the answer from Chingleput 
was it was granted to all applicants on a 
fixed scale. This goes to show that the 
mirasidars were, to say at least, not then 
very conscious of their rights now claimed 
for them. Commenting on the answers 
returned, the Board put forward the view that 
the gramanattam in villages is the communal 
property of the villagers, a position which 
may be taken up with regard to non mirasi 
as well as to mirasi villages. But the 
Government of the day were not prepared 
to go so far, as they were of opinion that 
the old hnokamnamnhs showed that enjoy- 
ment of the gramanattam was subject to 
regulation by Government. These honJcam - 
namahs no doubt related to non-mzrtm 
villages, for as already observed, whatever 
the ownership of the uattam, the mirasidars 
were probably left to allot sites 


in the uattam according to requirement: 
and this was probably not interfered witl 
by the Muhammadan Rulers, who generally 
rented the villages to the mirasidars them 
selves at a fixed rental, except in so fa: 
as they may have granted villages in itiam 
The District Manual contains a long lis 
of inn ms, but there are no particulars o 
the dates or terms of the grants. In passing 
orders on this occasion asserting the titli 
of Government in the uattam m ordinary 
villages Government made an exception it 
favour of purely mi ’asi villages, where the] 
said the (/ram-matt im no doubt appertain, 
to the mirusidur. s equally with the otho 
poraml ukt'." Accordingly they issued rub: 
on the subject excepting Z'-mindari am 
mirasi villages and villages which were privati 
property, although the Collectors a ns we 
showed that the grants of the uattam had beet 

made by the Government without opposition ii 


Chingleput. Two years later, however, when 
the Settlement of Chingleput was effected, 
an entry was made in the Settlement register 
of each village (cf. Exhibit F) that in 
the graman )ttom no new enclosure was to 
be made or new building erected without 
permission in future, whioh shows that the 
nattam was not then treated as completely 
at the disposal of the mirasidars , The 
G. 0., dated 18th August 18S6, 
No. 724 Revenue, contains a Board’s 
proceeding rejecting the claim of the mirasi- 
dar to control the cherinuttam in which the 
claims of the mirasidars are vigorously attack- 
ed on much the same grounds as have 
been urged before us, and Government did 
not interfere with the Board’s decision but 
recorded the proceedings without remark. 
In 1890 Government followed this up by 
directing that in the Adangal accounts, 
where in addition to the name of the occupier, 
the name of the mirasidar was found, it 
should no longer be recorded. The paimasli 
register, Exhibit X, in this case only gives 
the names of the owners of sites in actual 
occupation and does not show any owner 
against No. 45, the suit land, but merely 
describes it as the backyard of the cherimen. 
At some subsequent period the names of 
the mirasidars were entered as owners in 
the Adangal account, not only of unoccu- 
pied sites like this, but also of the occupied 
sites. It was alleged that this had been 
done surreptitiously to create evidence of 
ownership and the mitasidar P names were 
struck out in cases where there was an 
occupier, but apparently were left in when 
the site was unoccupied. In these oiroum- 
stances I cannot give the entries in the 
Adangal accounts the weight that might 
otherwise attach to them. The question 
came up again in 1892, when Government 
expressed themselves more guardedly, ob- 
serving the question of the ownership of 
Pariah house sites is one of legal right 
and if the mirasidars have it they can 
only be expropriated by compensation.” 
Lastly we have the report ot the Special 
Settlement OlHcer, Mr. Stuart, in G. 
O. 2b6b, dated 19th October 1909, 

which shows that where the mirasi right 
is in the hands of a few, the claim to 
the village site is still often kept alive and 
119014 for the purpose of keeping the rest of 
the population iij subjecting and that in other 
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oases no attempt is made to enforce it. 

Coming now to the decisions of the Courts 
— the judgment of Sir Thomas Strange in 
1808 in the Thondiarpet case (Mirasi Papers, 
page 127) shows that the right of the mirasi- 
dars to the village site was proved in that case 
by abundant oral evidence to the satisfac- 
tion of the Chief Justice, who, however, ob- 
served that it did not appear and was not 
material in which respect, if any, the 
mirasidars were subject to the intervention 
of Government except for the Si year share. 
The principle which was laid down and 
on which the judgment proceeded was that 
the nature of the mirasi right was to be 
ascertained by user; and that still appears 
to me to be the governing test. In 1841 
(M. P., 462) we have the judgment 
of Mr. Lewin in the Provincial Court of 
Chingleput in a suit to which Government was 
a party and did not appeal, in which as to 
cultivable waste the law was taken from Mr. 
Ellis’ answers and Government were held to 
have no right to issue cowles of lands in 
mirasi villages which the mirasidars were 
willing to cultivate. This does not really 
amount to more than a recognition of the 
mirasi Jars' preferential right to cultivate, 
and must now be read with the subsequent 
Full Bench decision in Sakkaji Ran v. 
Latclimana Gaundan (4). The judgment in 
1849 of the Sudder Adalut in Special 
Appeal No. 108 of 1844 (M. P., 48 o) 

is more directly in point, as it recognised 
the mirasidars as the hereditary proprietors of 
the soil including the nattam t and laid down 
that if a purakudi ceased to cultivate, he 
became a casawargam and liable to pay 
rent for his backyard to the mirasidar who 
clearly had the right of ejection. The 
judgment in Special Appeal No. 186 of 1859 
(M. P. 485) was also in a suit in which 
the mirasidar was held entitled to evict 
the casawargam tenant from a house site which 
had been in his occupation for a great 
number of years on paying compensation 
for the buildings he had suffered the defend- 
ants to construct and occupy. The fact that 
these two cases are from Kumbakonam does not 
detract from their weight, as the rights of 
the mirasidars were fuller in Chingleput 
than in Tanjore. Coming now to the year 
1882, in that year Sir Charles Turner,- 
Cv J., in a suit* to which _ Govern- 
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ment was a party, upheld the right of the 
mirasidars to compensation for a piece of 
waste land in the village of Vyasarpadi 
on the authority of Mr. Ellis and Mr. 
Sankariah, and there was no appeal from 
his decision. There was also a decree of 
the District Munsif of Trivellore in Original 
Suit No. 31 of 1894, in which the right 

of the mirasidar to the nattam was assert- 
ed, though it was at the same time held that 
the mirasidar was liable to be assessed for 
cultivation on the nattam. There was no 
appeal, and the papers suggest that Govern- 
ment was not anxious to bring the question 
before the higher Courts in the hope 
apparently that the mirasidars ’ claims would 
die out of themselves. In Sivantha Naicken v. 
Nattu Ranga Chari (1) Davies and Benson, 
JJ., in second appeal refused to interfere 
with the finding of the lower Courts that 
the shrolriemdar in that case, who stood iq the 
place of Government, and not the mirasidars 
of the village, were entitled to the compensa- 
tion for a piece of waste land in a mirasi 
village compulsorily acquired. There was 
evidence of user in the particular case, but 
the learned Judges laid down generally that 
“the rights of the mirasidars over immemorial 
vvaste (apart from their preferential right to 
cultivate) appear to be confined to grazing, 
cutting firewood and similar common 
privileges as stated by the Board of Revenue 
in 1839 in the passage already quoted 
in this Court’s judgment in Sakkaji Rau 
v. Latchmana Gaundan (4), but those rights 
were liable to be extinguished by the Govern- 
ment alienating the land ” This passage 
does not, however, deal directly with the 
ownership of the nattam. In the South 
Canara forest case, Secretary of State v. 
Manjeshwar Krishnayya (2), Benson, J., deliver- 
ingthe judgment of the Full Bench again laid 
down that both under the Hindu and Muham- 
madan Governments waste lands belonged 
to the State, and observed incidentally that 
the right of Government to the waste lands 
had now, after protracted contest, been 
established as against the mirasidars on the 
East Coast, but this point did not arise for 
decision. We have also been referred to the 
decision of Benson, J., and myself and in 
Natesa Gramani v. Venka tarama Reddi (5), 
where we upheld the finding of the two 
lower Courts on the evidence that a certain 
tank in a shrotriem mirasi village belonged 
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to the mirasidars and not to the shrotricmdar , 
or Government assignee. I do not think 
that Benson, J., who wrote the judgment, 
intended to lay down anything inconsistent 
with the opinions expressed by him in 
Sicantlia Naicken v. Nattu Ranja Chan ' 
(1) and Secretary of State v. M anieshivnr 
Krishnayya (2b The decision in Sicantlia 
Naicken v. Nattu Ranga Chari (1) was 
explained as having proceeded on the facts 
proved as to the particular village, and not 
as laying down as matter of law that 
poramboke lands in mi rati villages must 
necessarily ba the property of the zemindar , 
that is to say, of Government or its assignee. 

I have now dealt with the most important 
aspects of the question, and it only remains 
for me to formulate iny conclusions in this 
important and difficult case. The village 
nattam is land in the village set apart from 
time immemorial for house sites and cannot 
be used for any other purpose so long as it 
retains its character as nattam On the 
evidence with which I have dealt I am not 
satisfied that before the advent of British 
rule and especially under the Muhammadan 
Government unoccupied nattam was generally 
recognised by Government as the private 
property of the mirasidars , though no doubt 
where, as was frequently the case, they 
were themselves the renters of the village, 
the control would remain in their hands, and 
they may in individual cases have exercised 
rights of ownership over it. 

The next question is — has the mirasidars' 
ownership been established subsequently 
either by Government recognition or by 
judicial decisions in the proceedings and cases 
to which I have referred. As regards recogni- 
tion, it cannot be said that the Board of 
Directors, or their successor, the Secretary 
of State, have ever recognized the mirasidars 
as owners of the nattam , and the varying 
views of successive Governments in Madras 
on a subject which has never ceased to be 
controversial do not appear to me to establish 
any general right based on recognition. 

As regards the cases, some of the early 
decisions are not reconcilable with the 
observations in recent cases such as Si cant ha 
Naicken v. Nattn Ranga Chari (1) aiM j 
Secretary of State v. Manjeshivar Kris'ninyya 
(2) and, if I may say so with respect, appear 
t° P^oeed on an unreserved acceptance of 


the views of Mr. Ellis and Sankariah, which 
appears to me to be an unsatisfactory basis. 
Even the unreported judgment of Sir 
Charles Turner is open to this observation. 
The question is one of great difficulty owing 
to the unsatisfactory character of the 
materials on which we have to base our judg- 
ment; but on the whole after the fullest con- 
sideration of the case in all the aspects that 
have been presented to us, I do not think 
that these materials warrant us in laying 
down the broad proposition that unoccupied 
na*tam in this District is the private property 
of the mirasidars , and I am of opinion that 
the question should rather be decided on the 
evidence in each case and with special 
reference to user, which will probably not be 
found to be uniform. This was to some 
extent the test recognised in Nates i Gramani 
v. Venkatarama Reddi (5), one of the latest 
decisions, and a similar course was adopted 
by Sir Charles Turner and the other 
members of the Full Bench who decided 
»S akkajt Rau v. Latch maria Qaundan (4) as 
to the mirasidars ’ claim to swan t ant rams, 
which in effect involved their claim to owner- 
ship of the cultivable waste, that is to say, of 
the land in the village which they had pre- 
sumably reclaimed to cultivation but had 
ceased to cultivate a claim which was at 
least as strong as the present claim to the 
unoccupied nattu m. In this case, as in that, 
user must in my opinion ba the governing 
consideration. 

I may a id that the preferential right of the 
mirasidars to cultivable waste, which is now 
well established, does not appear to me to be 
of itself a sufficient foundation for the general 
proposition that they are entitled to eject 
inhabitants of the village from portions of the 
unoccupied nattam granted to them by 
Government, though they may be entitled, 
as incidental to such right of preferential 
cultivation, to the allotment of sites on the 
unoccupied nattam , when necessary. 

In the result I am of opinion that there 
is no general presumption of the mirasidars' 
ownership of the nattam in the absence of 
evidence of user, but that where user is shown* 
the presumption of ownership readily arises. 

Aylino, J. — The question propounded for 
us to answer is as follows: — 

\\ hether, in a minsi village, the miras a- 
da/ is entitled to recover possession of & 


itfiUAN OASifiS. 


911 


Vol. XL] 

SESHACHALA CHETTY t\ PARA CHINNASAMt. 

house site held under a patta from Govern- 
ment.” 

Slightly amplified I take its meaning to 
be this: — 

Where in a vn Irani village a person has 
been granted a portion of the nattam 
poramboke for use as house site by a duly 
authorised Government Officer, can the 
mirasidar by virtue of any right , privilege 
or title inherent in him as mirasidar disregard 
the grant of the hous6 site by such officer, 
and evict the grantee from possession? 

In the plaint the suit property is claimed 
by plaintiffs as absolute owners. How far 
this claim was intended to be based on the 
adverse individual enjoyment which has 
been found against by both the lower Courts 
is not clear: but I do dot think it has been 
seriously argued by the learned Vakil who 
represented them in this Court that their 
interest in the property amounted to absolute 
ownership, i. e. t ownership without restriction 
as to the way in which the property should 
be utilized. Such a claim would in effect 
only be supported on the theory that every 
inch of land within the boundaries of a 
mirasi village was equally and entirely 
the property of the mirasidar — subject only 
to liability to pay land revenue to the Circar. 
It is quite certain that no such claim 
has ever been recognised by Government 
or the Courts, even if it was ever advanced. 
It is not disputed that the right of the 
mirasidar to deal with various kinds of 
land in his village is clogged with various 
restrictions. This is clear even from the 
authority most relied on by appellants: 
vide Mr. Ellis’ Report at page 184 of the 
Mirasi Papers. Tanks, roads, threshing floors 
and other descriptions of poramboke lands, 
not excepting the nattam or house site 
poramboke with which we are immedi- 
ately concerned, can only be utilised for 
the purpose indicated by the description 
of each: while it is admitted that cultivable 
land can under certain circumstances be 
assigned by Government to a non ’mirasidar 
and it has been held in Fakir Muhammad 
V. Tim mala Chariar (9) that a mirasidar 
cannot without the permission of Government 
break up immemorial waste and bring it 
under cultivation. Obviously then mirasi ’ 
does not imply any general rule of complete 
ownership over all the lands of the village: 


and what we have to consider is whether 
this power to evict under the circumstances 
contemplated by the reference is an incident 
of mirasi whether it has been recognised 
by Government. That the latter is a 
necessary condition of enforcibility has 
been laid down in the most trenchant 
terms by their Lordships of the Privy 
Council in a very recent case, Secretary 
of State v. Bat Rajbai (10). They say: — 
“Before dealing with the action which 
the Government of Bombay took in 
reference to this village of Charodi on 
receipt of these reports, it is essential to con- 
sider what was the precise relation in which 
the kasbatis stood to the Bombay Gov- 
ernment the moment the cession of their 
territory took effect, and what were the 
legal rights enforceable in the Tribunals 
of their new Sovereign, of which they were 
thereafter possessed. The relation in which 
they stood to their native Sovereigns before 
this cession, and the legal rights they 
enjoyed under them, are, save in one res- 
pect, entirely irrelevant matters. They 
could not carry in under the new regime the 
legal rights, if any, whioh they might 
have enjoyed under the old. The only 
legal enforceable rights they could have as 
against their new Sovereign were those, 
and only those, whioh that new Sovereign, 
by agreement, expressed or implied, or by 
legislation, chose to confer upon them. 
Of course this implied agreement might 
be proved by circumstantial evidence, such 
as the mode of dealing with them which 
the new Sovereign adopted, his recognition 
of their old rights, and express or implied 
election to respect them and be bound by them, 
and it is only for the purpose of determining 
whether and to what extent the new Sovereign 
has recognised these ante-cession rights of 
the kasbatis , and has elected or agreed to be 
bound by them, that the consideration of 
the existence, nature or extent of these 
rights become relevant subjects for enquiry 
in this case.” 

Whatever view is taken of the origin of 
mirasi tenure (which is entirely a matter 

of speculation) and the privileges it confers, 
there are undoubtedly certain incidents, 
which have been claimed as attaching to it 
from ancient times, and have to some extent 
been recognised. They are: — 
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(а) The right to hold his maniam lands 
free of all payment of land revenue. 

(б) The right to hold his patta lands in 
absolute ownership subject to the payment 
of such assessment as the State may impose. 

(c) A preferential right to cultivation 
of all lan Js, which have been brought under, 
but have gone out of cultivation ( seykal 
karambn ) . 

(d) The right to certain fees ( tunduvaram ) 
on lands granted for cultivation to non- 
mirasi cultivators ( payakaris ). 

(e) Certain rights over immemorial waste. 

(f) Certain rights over lands set apart 
for various communal or public purposes; 
e.t 7., tanks, village sites, threshing floors, etc. 

Now all these rights may have a common 
origin in the status of the mirasidar : but 
none of them necessarily involves another, 
and, as will be seen, they vary with the 
description of the land to which they relate. 
Each, as it seems to me, requires to be 
separately established; and recognition by 
the State, whether express or implied, is 
an indispensable condition for the enforce- 
ment of each. It may be argued that the 
existence or recognition of one renders prob- 
able the existence or recognition of another: 
and this indirect evidence will be dealt with 
later. But it seems to me more convenient 
to start with the direct evidence regarding 
the peculiar incident with which we are 
concerned — that is, the rights of the mirasi- 
dar as such over the village nattam, 

Nattam ” is a particular variety of 
porambok ? land. Voramboke is defined in 
Wilson’s Glossary thus- ‘ Such portions of 
an estate or village lands liable to revenue 
as do not admit of cultivation, and are, 
therefore, exempt from the assessment, as 
sterile, or waste land, rock, water, wilder- 
ness, site of dwellings and the like: also 
common land near a town: any place situat- 
ed out of or beyond certain limits’*. 

Nattam is the ‘ site of dwellings” above 
referred to. It does not admit of cultiva- 
tion and is exempt from assessment, not 
because it is unlit by nature for the plough 
(it is frequently cultivated licitly and illicit- 
ly), but because it is required and set apart 
for an indispensable purpose— the building 
of houses for the various members of the 
village community. Wherever the ownership 
or quasi ownership lies, this overriding 
limitation is respected by both parties. The 


mirasidars do not claim to be entitled to 
bring nattam under cultivation except in the 
limited and special way incidental to the 
backyard of a house: and Government do 
not claim the right of granting it on patta 
for cultivation purposes subject to the pay- 
ment of assessment. Such a course is in 
fact expressly forbidden in the Board’s 
Standing Orders. 

In fact the dispute between Government 
and the mirasidars as regards nattam practic- 
ally amounts to this: in whom rests the 
right and duty of apportioning the un- 
occupied nattam ” so as to ensure its utilisa- 
tion for the appointed purpose? 

Now in deciding this question the plain- 
tiffs, who are the parties seeking relief in 
this case, wish to override the general 
presumption of the Common Law of India 
that the ownership of all unoccupied land 
vests in Government. If authority be needed 
in support of this presumption, I may cite 
Subbaraya v. Krishnappa (6), Secretary of 

State v. Manjeshwar Krishnayya (2), 

• 

Madathapu Ha may a v. Secretary of Slate 
(7) and Bhaskarappa v. Collector of 
North Kav.ara (II). In Madathap'.i Ramayaw . 
Secretary of State (7) Bhashyam Aiyangar, 
J., says at page 393 that presumably 
the free-bold in the soil of gramanattam or 
village site is in Government. He was of 
course speaking of an ordinary ryotwari 
village where no mirasi claims can be set 
up, but there is no doubt that the presump- 
tion of Government ownership applies to 
nattam lands in ordinary ryotwari villages, 
the ownership being subject to the important 
limitation above referred to. Even in this 
latter respect, it is not denied that where 
the nattam in an ordinary ryotwari village 
is in excess of what is reasonably required, 
Government may transfer a portion to 

ayan ” (assessed) and grant it on darkhast . 
I mention this specific reference to nattam 
in view of the possible suggestion that the 
presumption is inapplicable to poramboke 
lands. 

The right of Government to allot nattam 
in ordinary villages has in fact never to 
my knowledge been questioned: and an 
elaborate series of rules has been framed for 
the guidance of Revenue Officers (ttVfo 

B.S. 0.21). 

( U) 3 B. 462 at p. 583 ct seq ; 2 lud, Dec. (n. 8.) 301 
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The presumption has now been embodied 
in section 2 of Act III of 1905, and it is 
very remarkable that there is no mention 
of mirasidars among the numerous classes 
whose rights are specifically excepted. There 
is no reason to suppose that the Act was 
intended to put an end to any existing right: 
and the mirasidar might probably shelter 
himself behind the clause “all customary 
rights legally subsisting.” But the section 
is important both as embodying the pre- 
sumption in an enactment and as indicating 
that in 1905 at any rate the Legislature 
treated the peculiar rights claimed by 
mirasidars as on a different footing from 
those of jemnis and wargdars who are both 
recognised by name. The mirasidar has to 
show that his right is a “customary right 
legally subsisting.” 

This presumably involves proof of recog- 
nition by the British Government, which, as 
already indicated, is necessary to establish 
the right as legally enforceable. 

As regards the recognition of mirasi rights 
by the State, the burden of proof undoubt- 
edly rests on appellants: vide Secretary of 
State v. Bai Rajbai (10) above quoted. 

It may not be out of place to refer to one 
other point in this connection. If the mirasi- 
dars are legally entitled to the right they 
now claim, it is of course the duty of the 
Courts to enforce it, irrespective of all con- 
siderations of expediency. But where it is 
clear that the right claimed tends to the 
prejudice of a purpose to which the property 
is admittedly dedicated, 1 think it is the duty 
of a Court to require very strict proof before 
giving a decree in its favour. In the present 
case, no one has ventured to suggest that the 
enforcement of the mirasidars claims over 
nattam would not be gravely prejudicial to 
the village community generally. 

Sankaran Nair, J., freely admits as 
much’, and throws out a suggestion calculat- 
ed to ameliorate the rigour of mirasi control. 

He says: — 

“It may be that, though the mirasidars 
are the owners of the village waste lands 
and house sites, that claim is subject to the 
claim of the labourers and the residents in 
the village, and that, if the mirasidars happen 
to turn out a labourer from his homestead 
they are bound to give him other house 

sites.” 


But this liability is not recognised by the 
mirasidr.r: and is quite incompatible with his 
claim not only as put forward in the plaint, 
but as argued in Court before us. The B. S. 
0. provides a simple procedure whereby any 
resident of the village can obtain an allot- 
ment of vacant nattam for the purpose of 
constructing a homestead. The recognition 
of the mirasidar's claims would place the 
entire control of this unoccupied nattam in 
the hands of a small corporation frequently 
consisting of two or three individuals (three 
in the present case) or even a single person. 
How potent an instrument of oppression this 
may be needs no demonstration. It is so 
even now, when the mirasidars ' claim has not 
been declared by the Courts, and the 
labouring classes have the support of Govern- 
ment in resisting it. In the latest survey of 
the condition of the District Mr. G, A. D. 
Stuart writes (section 12): — 

‘ In Ekabhogum villages the mirasidars 
still use their claim to village site as a 
weapon against refractory sub-tenants or 
labourers, in the manner described by Mr. 
Mullaly in 1890. A typical instance will be 
found in village No. 15, Kannivakam, in the 
Chingleput Taluk. Here there are two 
mirasidars , both absentees, living in Madras. 
The wet lands are poor and are assessed at 
Rs. 2 and Rs. ‘2-8-0, but the resident sub- 
tenants have to pay Rs. 12 an acre rent to 
mirasidars . Their holdings are altered as 
often as possible so that they have lost all 
occupancy right. Their houses are mostly 
built on a pieoe of patta land and they have 
to pay rent to the mirasidar for each house 
site. There is plenty of vacant land on the 
poramboke village site, but the mirasidars 
have “forbidden” the sub-tenants to build 
their houses there. I explained to the sub- 
tenants that the mirasidars have no right to 
forbid them to use the village site, but they 
explained that, if they ventured to disobey, 
their cattle would be impounded. This is a 
form of oppression which is also mentioned 
by Mr. Mullaly. In this village all the waste 
land on which the cattle graze has been 
taken up and new stands in the patta of the 
mirasidar , so that the sub tenants are entirely 
in the hands of the mirasidars in this 
respect.” 

The recognition of this claim by the 
Courts would enable mirasidars , wherever 
they chose to unite, to practically banish 
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from the village any person who incurred 
their displeasure, and would go far to reduce 
the labouring classes to the state of serfdom, 
from which they have been slowly emerging. 

I proceed to consider the evidence directly 
bearing on the existence and nature of the 
viirasidars rights over nattam ” and the 
recognition of these rights by Government. 
Existence and recognition are, of course, 
different things; but the evidence regarding 
both has to be dealt with together, inasmuch 
as appellants depend largely on alleged 
admissions by Government to establish the 
existence of the rights they claim. 

I may say at once that up to a compara- 
tively late period (about 1870) there is very 
little indeed either in the Exhibits in the 
case, or in the Mirasi Papers to which we have 
been referred or in the decisions of the 
Courts dealing with the point. 

The minds of Mr. Place, Mr. Ellis, 
Sheristadar Sankarayya and Sir Thomas 
Munro were all concentrated on something 
entirely different — the question of the rights 
of the mirasidars in cultivable land. In the 
last years of the 18th and the first quarter 
of the 19th century this was a burning 
question. A reference to the minutes of con- 
sultation dated the 8th January 1790 shows 
that at that time, Government took a very 
extreme view of the relative positions of them- 
selves and the ryots (including mirasidars). 
They say: Though the inhabitants of each 
village may, from generation to generation, 
have cultivated the lands adjoining to it, 
yet t lie original compact is not changed by 
residence: they can establish no more ‘rights 
of inheritance in respect to the soils’ than 
tenancy upon an estate in England can 
establish a right to the land by hereditary 
residence, although, the liberal custom of 
English landlords has generally given a 
preference to the ancient inhabitants, where 
a reasonable rent has been acquiesced in.” 
‘The mira<i inhabitants then bear the same 
relation as the other inhabitants to Govern- 
ment; and both of them establish by 
hereditary residence in a village not a right 
but a preference to the cultivation of the 
soils, the proprietary right to which is 
exclusively vested in the Circa r 

These were the views that Mr. Place, 
and to some extent Messrs. Ellis and 
Sankarayya were combating in the memo- 
jaiida and reports on which reliance is 
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placed by Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar: 
and although it is needless to say that 
Sir Thomas Munro in 1824 took a much 
more liberal and enlightened view of the 
matter, yet he was primarily concerned 
with the difficulties which the advocates 
of the mirasidars threw in the way of the 
introduction of the ryot wait system as 
regards cultivable land. In almost every 
passage in which these writers refer to 
waste, they clearly have in mind either 
land which has been cultivated and aban- 
doned ( seykal karumbu) or land which 
though never cultivated is fit for cultiva- 
tion or could readily be made so, and to 
the cultivation of which by 3ome person 
or other there is no objection on public 
or communal grounds ( annadhi karanibu). 
It has been argued before us that waste 
lands include all poramboke lands: and no 
doubt if waste is interpreted in the widest 
sense as meaning simply uncultivated, this 
is so. But in practice tarisu (waste) and 
poramboke are understood to be two different 
things — as authority for which statement I 
need go no further than the opening 
sentences of the referring judgment of 
Sankaran Nair, J., in this very case. I 
may, however, also refer to the foot-note 
on page 183 of the Mirasi Papers, which 
gives an exhaustive classification of all 
sorts of land according to the tirapudi 
accounts, which were maintained in those 
early days of the British Raj: and to the 
very clear and detailed explanation furnished 
in sections 69-71 of the minutes of the 
Board of Revenue, dated the 5th January 
1818 ( vide pages 373-4 of the Mirasi 

Papers). 

Wherever either Place, Ellis, Sankarayya, 
Sir Thomas Murro, the Board of Revenue 
or Government use the term waste as 
including poramboke , they are careful to 
make their meaning clear: e.g., the answers 
of Ellis and Sankarayya to the seoond 
question propounded by the Board (page 
184 and 219, Mirasi Papers). Mr. Ellis in 
a single passage (page 357 id.) uses the 
word tarisu in a special and peculiar 
sense indicating land which is neither 
annadhi karambu or seykal karanibu , but 
entirely barren and uucultivable.” This 
tarisu ”, he says, should like poramboke be 
deducted totally from the assessable lands 
of the village. He obviously ha 3 in mind 
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such lands as are from their very nature 
hopeless for cultivation purposes, e. g 
stretches of bare rock, which are now 
usually classed as “Parai poramboke .” 
Having cleared such cases out of his way, 
he proceeds to formulate his proposal 
regarding the question then at issue, i . e., 
the treatment of cultivable lands. 

I shall deal seriatim with the rare 
instances in which these early authorities 
refer to mirasi rights as applicable to 
poramboke land, including nattam 

Mr. Place’s final report, which has been 
much quoted by appellants, leaves the 
question entirely untouched. His conclusions 
in sections 703 and 704 (pages 63 9, 
Mirasi Papers/ are on the face of it concerned 
solely with cultivable land capable of 
paying revenue to the State. 

Messrs. Ellis and Sankarayya, however, 
writing in and confronted with the question 
Does mirasi right extend to waste land?” 
do refer to poramboke lands. 

Mr. Ellis says {vide pages 184-5, Mirasi 
Papers': *In the terapadi accounts the lands 
are distributed according to their several 

(23) descriptions, either waste or cultivated, 
and the mirasidars must enjoy them as 
thus entered; on the nattam they must 
build their houses and nowhere else, they 
cannot cultivate or appropriate it to any 
other purpose; in the poramboke they have 
no right to fill up tanks, stop water- 
courses or obstruct roads; and so in other 

(24) descriptions of land, mirasi right is 
confined to the u*3 of these as they exist. 
No alteration can b 9 made with respect 
to them by the mirasidars; I mean that 
they have no inherent right to do so, but 
with the consent of the Sircar any be- 
neficial change in the appropriation of 
lands may take place, and a correspondent 
alteration must be made in the terapadi 
accounts — thus, if part of the anadhi 
carumbu lands be reclaimed, or a road in 
the poramboke be stopped up and cultivated, 
the extent must be transferred from this 
head to that of varapet .” 

This seems to me to simply recognise 
the mirasidars' right of enjoyment of (e. g.) 
nattam for building purposes. It is obvi- 
ously incompatible with any claim of full 
ownership; an I I do not find anything to 
support the idea that their right of enjoy. 

60 


ment extends to the exclusion of of non- 
mirasidars from nattam which mirasidars do 
not require for their own personal use. 

S^em^utfarSankarayya’s answer to the same 
question is printed at page 2 19. He lumps 
all porambokes (including nattam) in with 
tansu lands and says they are enjoyed 
either jointly or severally by the mirasidars. 
Appellants are entitled, I think, to quote 
this as an authority in support of their 
claim. The shenstadar goes further than 
any one else in his advocacy of mirasi 
rights; but I am not satisfied that we should 
be justified in treating him as an authority 
of the first rank: and he does not seem 
to have been so regarded by his superiors 
at the time, with the exception of Mr. 
Ellis himself. 

How far the Board of Revenue were in- 
clined to admit the mirasidars ’ rights in 
a it tarn is clear from section 70 of their 
minutes dated the 5th January 1818 ( vide 
page 374, Mirasi Papers): — 

“ The poramboke , or land incapable of culti- 
nation, consists of rock*, public roads, the 
beds of rivers, tanks, and water-courses, 
the public ground in which the bodies of 
the dead are burnt or interred, the pira- 
cheri of suburbs of the village occupied 
by the huts of Pariah slaves and other 
outcastes, the lands on which the different 
village temples stand, and the site of the 
village itself, called in Tamil the nattam . It is 
in this last place that the houses of the 
landlord mirasidars are invariably to be 
found; for here, and nowhere else, are 
they permitted to build their houses. 
Various other pure tribes, such as Brahmins, 
weavers, merchants and others, are admitted 
to dwell in this place, and all, therefore, 
who reside in it are not mirasidars; but 
all the mirasidars have houses, or at 
least sites for their houses, in the nattam , 
Indeed their title t) erect their dwellings 
on that particular spot and their right to 
con rol the affairs of the village pigoia , 
and to appropriate the produce of quarries 
mines or fisheries are the ohief privileges 
they possess in the piramboke, which, as here 
described, being incapable of being cultivat- 
ed, is not liable to any tax.” 

The right now claimed certainly cannot be 
read into the privileges herein enumerated. 
They are stated to have a right of oontrol 
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over the affairs of the village pagoda , but 
not over the nattam. The latter is expressly- 
stated not to be in their exclusive occupa- 
tion. They are stated to have a right 
to erect their dwellings on that particular 
spot, to which might fairly be added as 
an inferential corollary in preference to 
other people”; bur. there is nothing to 
suggest a right to exclude others from por- 
tions of the nattam not required for their 
own use. 

These are the views of the Board of 
Revenue and I can find nothing to indicate 
that Government, still less the Directors, 
ever troubled their heads about the matter. 
There is a single passage in the minutes 
of consultation, dated the 11th February 
1856 (page 534, Mirasi Papers), in which 
Government remarks that Mr. Ellis shows 
that “the mirusi interest in land of different 
descriptions varies much — the highest 

degree of it being found in the case of 
the varapat and cultivable waste the lowest 
in the poramboke” . I shaLl show later the 
utmost limits claimed for mir si rights in 
cultivable waste do not extend to the 
polioy of the dog in the manger which it 
is now sought to put in force as regards 
nattam .” 

Sir Thomas Munro in his famous minute 
of 1824, of course, took a very strong view 
against the mirasi claims in cultivable 
waste: but he does not touch on the sub- 
ject of the mirasidars ’ interest in nattam , 
though it is not difficult to see what 
his views would have been, had he had occa- 
sion to express them. 

In the whole of these official reports, 
minutes and proceedings up to 1870 on 
the mirasi question, I can find nothing 
amounting to a recognition on the part of 
Government of any title in mirasidars 
to monopoly or exclusive control of the 
nattam. The views expressed on other mirasi 
incidents, which I shall come to later, 
certainly incline one to the opinion that 
had the claim been brought to their notice, 
they would not have recognised it. The 
most that can possibly be said is that there 
is no record of any repudiation of it, and 
whether this amounts to much or little 
depends largely on the practice actually 
obtaining in the villages. This brings us to 
the papers connected with the order of 


Government dated 16th December 1872, 
at which time the question first really came 
up for consideration. I shall return later 
to a few isolated instances in which specifio 
disputes as to nattam had come before 
the Courts, the Board or Government 
previously. They do not seem to mo very 
helpful. 

The order of Government No. 1684, dated 
16th December 1872, has been strongly rGlied 
on by appellants, and is undoubtedly a piece 
of evidence entitled to very serious considera- 
tion. In the course of it, the Government 
remark, “in purely mirasi villages, where 
the entire area belongs to the mirasidars , 
the gramanattam no doubt appertains to 
them equally with the other porambokes ” 
and the Board of Revenue is instructed 
to exempt zeo.indari and mirasi villages 
and villages which are private property 
from the rules they were about to formulate 
regulating the grant of nattam land 
for house sites. An excepting clause was 
actually introduced accordingly in the Board’s 
Standing Order and was ' not removed till 
14 years Dter. These proceedings, according 
to appellants, constituted a distinct recogni- 
tion by Government of the right for 
which they are now contending, and are, as 
their learned Vakil would put it, ,< conclusive 
of the case. - * *,•',! , ?. . 

A careful examination of the connected 
papers appears to me to considerably reduce 
the importance to be attached to this alleged 
recognition. It appears that in 1870 the 
question of the practice obtaining regarding 
the disposal of nattam land by Revenue Offioers 
was brought to the notice of the Board 
of Revenue on a reference from the 
Coimbatore District. Reports were oalled 
for from all Collectors and these are sum- 
marised in the Board’s Proceedings. For 
our purpose it is most important to note 
that it appears that in Chingleput nattam 
land was granted to all applicants on a 
fixed scale. This scale doubtless refers to the 
extent allotted, and strongly suggests that 
in this respect, regard was paid to whether 
the applicant was a pattadar or not, and to 
the assessment paid by him. This distino* 
tion is embodied in the existing rules 
(vide B. S. 0. No. 21), and has probably 
always been observed wherever rules have 
been formulated. But there is no mention in 
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Chingleput of any preference to pattadars , 
as in the adjoining districts of south and 
north Arcot; and it can only be understood 
that the village or Revenue Officers granted 
nattam land for house sites to all applicants 
at their discretion subject to this fixed 
scale without reference to any special 
claim of the mirasidars as such. The Board 
of Revenue proceeds to consider these 
reports and to formulate and submit for the 
approval of Government certain general 
rules applicable throughout the Presidency. 
It would appear that in some parts at any rate 
Revenue Officers had been unduly and unneces- 
sarily interfering in gramanattam questions; 
and that it had become desirable to reduce this 
interference to proper limits. The Board 
remark: — 

The true view of the case is that grama* 
nattam is the communal property of the 
villagers, and that the Collector can only 
interfere with a view to benefit the com- 
munity, and when his action is consistent 
with the Common Law.” 

Much stress is naturally laid by the appel- 
lants on the phrase ‘communal property”. It 
was at once repudiated by Government, who 
in their order substitute the following defini- 
tion: — 

By immemorial usage a portion of every 
village is assigned rent free as a site for 
the dwellings of the villagers; but as 
the old hukumnamahs show the enjoy- 
ment i of ; it is subject to regulation by the 
Government.” 

As a matter of fact, it is clear that 
the . difference between the Board and 
Government was merely one of words. 
The action which the Board proposed for 
its officers as consistent with the Com- 
mon Law” involved precisely the same powers 
as Government claim at the present day. 
Its proposed rule I runs: — 

Unclaimed portions of the village site 
may be granted to any one resident or 
about to become resident in the village 
on a fixed scale, which must be laid 
down by the Collector of each district 
once for all.” 

Government approved of this; and added 
a more drastic provision insisting on the 
land being built on within a fixed 
time. 

So far the papers are not only useless 
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to appellants, but tell very strongly against 
them on the most important point of the 
custom, which had previously been obtain- 
ing. But in generally approving the 
Board’s proposals, Government, , as already 
stated, went out of its way to place viirasi 
villages on a separate footing. Why they 
did so it is impossible to say. The special 
case of mirasi villages was not raised by 
the Board, and it does not appear that 
any special representations had been made 
by mirasidars. If it is to be taken as 
meaning that in a mirasi village the 
entire area belongs to the mirasidars , this 
view is so utterly opposed to every pro- 
nouncement of Government before and 
since, that it is difficult to treat this 
isolated dictum unsupported by any reason as 
a considered and binding expression of policy. 
If it is merely meant that the mirasidars had 
rights in nattam just as they had in 
other porambokeSj each after its kind, this 
is in accordance with section 69 of the 
Board of Revenue’s Minutes of 5th 
January 1818 already alluded to; but it 
does not necessarily involve the idea of 
exclusive rights. Practically ali that one can 
say is that in 1872 Government declined to 
sanction the application to mirasi villages of 
the village site rules approved for non -mirasi 
villages; and that if the mirasi claim now 
under consideration had been placed before 
Government as then constituted, it might 
or might not have been recognised in 
full, but it would in all probability have 
received favourable consideration and 
recognition to some extent at least. Govern- 
ment issued no specific orders regarding 
nattams in mirasi villages; but it is very 
doubtful whether they meant to abdicate 
entirely the control which had, on the 
very papers before them, been exercised 
up till then, so far as appears, without 
objection. 

At any rate less than three years later 
when Chingleput District was settled, the 
Settlement Register of this very village 
(Exhibit F), which must be taken as 
issued by the authority of Government, 
contains a note with regard to building 
site ( nattam ) that no new enclosure is 
to be made or new buildiug erected with- 
out permission in future.” It is difficult 
to reconcile this with the view whioh 
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the learned Vakil put forward regarding 
the order of 1872. 

I may mention here that although 
the purport of the latter order wap, as 
already stated, embodied in the Board’s 
Standing Order, yet it does not appear 
to have attracted the attention of the 
parties interested or to have had any prac- 
tical effect on the situation, {vide section 
8 of the Board’s Proceedings No. 362, dated 
24th June 1890, referred to below). 

The next landmark is 1886, when the 
whole question in much the same form 
as that in which it now presents itself, 
came before the Board of Revenue in con- 
nection with an appeal presented by the 
mirasidars of Nemelicheri against a certain 
order of Mr. C. A. Galton, then Collector 
of Chingleput. The Board says in its 
Resolution No. 1547, dated 7th July 188 5: 
“This is an appeal which raises the 
question ot the right of mirasidars (in 
Chingleput) to the ownership and the full 
control of the gramanattam or village site. It 
appears that the mirasidars of Nemelicheri 
asserted this right over the land in the 
parachery of their village and di 1 so by 
ploughing up part ot it, by erecting huts 
without the permission of anybody and 
by ous’ing a Pariah who had occupied a 
home in the par chery for forty years. In 
their petition the mirasidars assert an 
absolute right of property in the parachery 
land or cheri nattam and a right to oust 
their farm labourers or apparently any 
Pariah from it. 

2. The evidence they have produced 
makes it certain that they have claimed and 
probable (but only probable) that they have 
possessed this right in past times, but they 
cannot show that it has ever been admitted 
by Government.” 

The Board dismissed the m/ 'nisi la,*' appeal, 
but in view of the importance of tl e subject, 
reported the whole matter to Government, 
drawing particular attention to the G. 
O. of 1872, and the probability of a 
civil suit following on the dismissal of 
the appeal. The Board expressed a strong 
opinion that the Collector must ba supported 
in asserting the right of Government to 
deal with the nattam and negatived the claim 
of the mirasidars to exercise right of 
ownership over any part of it. 


Government, having had the matter thus 
placed fairly and squarely before them, 
simply recorded the papers; from which it 
can only be inferred that they agreed with 
the Board and were prepared to face the 
threatened suit. Had they taken a different 
view, they would oertainly have issued 
orders to admit the m i rasidars claim, and so 
save litigation. No suit was apparently 
ever filed. 

These papers clearly show that, whatever 
view the Government of 1872 might have 
been induced to take, the Government of 
1886 did not recognise the mirasidars ’ 

claim. 

The next batch of records to which 
our attention is drawn is that connected 
with G. 0. No. 704, Rev., dated 
3rd September 1890. In this order 
Government in the most explicit terms 
declines to recognise the mirasidars special 
claim to nattam , and repudiates the view 
which it seemed to have taken in 1872. 
The G. 0. says: — 

“It is true that in 1872 the Government 
declared that in the exceptional oase of 
purely mirusi villages, where the entire area 
belonged to the mirasidars , the village site 
would also appertain to the same body, but 
the opinion expressed was stronger in ap- 
pearance than in reality, for it formed part 
of an argument, contesting the view of the 
Board that village site was the communal 
property of the villages and did not appertain 
to Government. In any case His Excellency 
the Governor in-Counoil is not now pre- 
pared to subscribe to the above dictum. And 
it is observed that when in 1886, the Board 
challenged the correctness of the order of 
1-72 the Government allowed the challenge 
to pass unnoticed. The said order has thus 
practically become a dead letter, in so far as 
it acknowledges the claims of mirasidars to 
village sites, and in the revised edition of 
the Standing Orders the words ‘mirasi vil- 
lages’ have been omitted from Standing 
Order No. 37 (formerly No. 39).” 

It has been argued before us that the 
double entry system regarding house sites 
which prevailed in the village accounts of 
some, but not all, of the villages of the 
Chingleput District is itself evidence oi re* 
cognition of the aura si liars' claim. This 

matter is fully considered by the Board and 
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Government in these papers. I have no 
hesitation whatever in rejecting this argu- 
ment. There is nothing to contradict Mr. 
Mullaly’s statement that the practice was 
unauthorised by Government or any res- 
ponsible officer and it was discontinued, 
as soon as it was brought to notice, and 
attention drawn to the fact that it might 
be construed into an admission of the mirasi 
claim. In the second place the practice 
itself is probably due largely, as suggested 
by Mr. Lee Warner, to the grant by mirasi - 
dars of house sites to their labourers out of 
their own porunmanais (vide section 5 of 
the Board’s Proceedings No. 362, dated 24th 
June 1890). Now the rights of the mirasi - 
dars in these porumanais ” may stand on a very 
different footing to the right they now claim 
over vacant nattam. Although the porumanais 
may be orierinally misappropriations of nattam 
poramboke , the mirasidars may have acquired 
by prescription a valid title to them. 

The whole question of the position of 
Pariah and low caste labourers in Chingle- 
put and their oppression by the mirasidars 
came before the Board and Government in 
1892, in consequence of a memorandum 
prepared by Mr. Tremenheere, who was then 
Collector. The views then expressed by 
both authorities were to some extent in- 
fluenced by fjhe desire to point out what 
they regarded as the exaggerated ex- 
pressions of Mr, Tremenheere, but I can 
find nothing in either Board’s Proceedings 
No. 584 A, dated 19th August 1892, or G. 
O. No. 1010 and 1010A, Rev., dated 
30th September 1892, to indicate a 
change in the opinions and policy enunciated 
two years before. Government in fact reiter- 
ated its orders regarding the contesting of 
any civil suit brought to assert the mirasi 
claim to village sites. 

The latest orders quoted are those passed 
on Mr. G. A. D. Stuart’s Re settlement Re- 
port in 1909. These also indicate no change 
of view. Both Mr. Stuart and the Board 
emphasize the fact that the mirasidars ’ claim 
to all vacant nattam and to the power to 
oust any non -mirasidar (as now contended 
for) must be resisted: and Government appa- 
rently acquiesce although willing to transfer 
to "assessed” all porunmanais in which a pre- 
scriptive title as against Government can 
be proved or fairly presumed. The above 
appear to be the only oases in whioh the 


abstract question of the mirasi right now 
in dispute has been considered: and it seems 
to me that with the exception of the order 
of 1872 there is nothing that could possibly 
be construed as recognition by Government. 
For reasons given above I do not think this 
isolated pronouncement is of a nature to be 
treated as conclusive on the point. 

It remains to consider certain cases in 
which the action of Government is represent- 
ed as constituting (or at any rate supporting 
the idea of) iecognition of the contested right 
and certain cases in whioh the latter is said 
to have come before the Courts and been the 
subject of adjudication. 

Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar has drawn our 
attention to a series of papers (Mirasi Papers 
Nos. 25 to 32) dealing with the payment of 
compensation by Government for certain 
waste lands in the mirasi village of Tondiar- 
pet about the year lblO. There is nothing 
to indicate that any of these lands were 
nattam or indeed any kind of poramboke t and 
the fact that Government were prepared to 
pay compensation to the mirasidars for cul- 
tivable waste has no significance in the 
present connection. Whether such a claim 
would be admitted at the present day may be 
doubtful, but the papers make it clear that 
Government were not prepared to recognise 
any proprietary right on the part of the 
mirasidars but only what is referred to as 
“occupancy” right— by which I think is 
meant the preferential right of the mirasidar 
to take up and cultivate waste land (vide page 
143), and that there was an inclination to 
show some special indulgence to the Tondiar- 
pet mirasidars t because they had recently 
been evicted from tbeir village in favour of 
certain Shanars, and tbus prevented from 
exercising their preferential rights. I can 
find nothing in these papers bearing directly 
on the present question: and I do not think 
we have been referred to any case in which 
compensation has been paid by Government 
for the acquisition of unoccupied nattam. 

The general question of the necessity of 
paying compensation to mirasidars for waste 
land taken up by Government was again 
agitated about the year 1856 ( vide Mirasi 

Papers Nos. XGII and XCV, etc.), but here 
also only with reference to cultivable lands. 
The two papers mentioned, however, throw a 
great deal of light on the views prevailing 

at the time: and section 39 of the Goyern* 
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merit despatch to the Court of Directors 

dated 5th June 1857 (M. P. No. XCV) 
makes it quite clear that they were only 
prepared to pay compensation for cultivable 
waste on the basis of the value of the mirasi- 
dart' preferential right to take up the land. For 
the orders of the Court of Directors as to 
the limitations on this preferential right vide 
section JO of their despatch dated 17th 
December 1856 (M P. No. XCIV). 

It is unfortunate that the reply of the 
Court of Directors to the despatch of the 
Government of Madras is not on record. 

Since that time (1856) there seems to have 
been no discussion, so far as the record goes, 
of the liability of Government to pay com- 
pensation for waste lands taken up in mirasi 
villages. The only actual cases to which we 
are referred are two which came into Court. 
The first which will be referred to later as 
the Vyasarpadi case related to waste land, 
which at the time of acquisition, though not 
assigned by Government, was in the actual 
occupation and enjoyment of a man claiming 
under the mirasidars. The seoond, reported as 
Sivantha Naicken v. Nattu Ranga Chari (1), 
seems to he good authority for the proposition 
that in the case of immemorial waste compen- 
sation is not claimable by the mirasidars. It is 
argued that the decision proceeded solely on 
the facts of the particular case, but the first 
two sentences of seotion 3 of the judgment 
certainly seem to me of general application. 

One specific case referred to in the papers 
of 1856 has been referred to and relied on 
by appellants’ Vakil. It is dealt with in 
Mirasi Paper No. XCIL1 and also in section 37 
of No. XCV: and although it arose in the 
Tan jo re District it calls for comment. The 
oase is a curious one. It relates to a plot 
of land classed as threshing Jhor poramhoke 
in the village of Mamalore. The village 
was held by four sharers who called them- 
selves mirasidars ; and these sharers had 
divided the threshing fi >or poramhoke among 
themselves. One of the mirasidars Rang, 
appa Naik allowed one Narayanasami to put 

up a temporary house on IS gulies of his 

(Rangappa’s) share of the threshing floor: 
and this Narayanasami not only declined 
to quit when called on to do so, but 
obtained a grant of 40 gulies more of the 
same land from the Collector, and ap- 
propriated a further extent of 42 gulies 


in which be was subsequently confirmed 
by that officer. Rangappa having failed to 
obtain redress through the Civil Courts 
resorted to the Revenue Authorities: and 
both the Collector and the Board 
declined to interfere on the ground that 
the land was poramhoke which Government 
could give to whomsoever they pleased. 
Government dissented from this view, and 
directed that the 82 gulies should be placed 
in possession of Rangappa, and that as 
regards the original 18 gulies , they should ’ 
be entered in the accounts as his land, 
but he should be left to the ordinary legal 
means to oust the occupant. 

There is no doubt that in this case 
Rangappa Naik had a genuine grievance. 
The land was set apart for use as thresh- 
ing floor,” and the Collector had no right 
to assign any portion of it to Narayanasami. 
This, as Government pointed out in sec- 
tion 39 (page 555), could only be done if 
it had ceased to be required for the special 
purpose for which it was assigned: and 
in that case it would come under the same 
footing as ordinary waste, and the mirasidar 
would have a preferential claim to it. There 
is no doubt that Government at the present 
day would come to the same decision as 
Government did then, as regards cancel- 
ling the orders passed by the Collector. For 
the rest, the letter of Government undoubtedly 
contains passages which suggest that they 
saw no objection to the partition of the 
poramhoke between the mirasidars , and 
regarded his share as his mirasi land with 
which he could do os he liked. 

Appellants may fairly quote these in 
their favour; on the other hand it is 
possible that Government in its desire to 
refute the Board’s argument as to the 
absolute right of Government in poramhoke 
went too far in the other direction. I 
am not inclined myself to treat these 
expressions, possibly incautiously used 
in an isolated case, as good evidenoe of 
the determination of the Government of 
that day to recognise the mirasidars' private 
and complete title in poramhoke lands; es- 
pecially as we do not know what view the 
Directors took on this reference. It would 
appear from another despatch of the Court of 
Directors about the same time (M. P. 
No. XCIV) that they did not at all approve 
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of the views of Government regarding mirasi 
claims to waste lands and were much more 
in accord with those expressed by the Board 
of Revenue. 

Turning to the cases on the subject, the 
earliest to which our attention was drawn 
is a very old case decided by Sir Thomas 
Strange, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
in 1808 (No. XXIV of the Mirasi Papers). 
This was a suit in ejectment brought by a 
person as the lessee, of certain Vellalars, 
who olaimed to be the ancient mirasidars of 
Tondiarpet. The defendants were certain 
Gramanis who according to the plaint were 
mere porakudis under the Vellalar mirasi • 
dars. Plaintiff alleged an ouster of . his 
lessors by defendants in 1794 and alleged 
that his lessors had been driven out of the 
village altogether by the Gramanis with the 
sanction of the Collector: and the suit was 
brought to eject the defendants. Neither the 
Collector nor the Government was a party: 
and no attempt was made by defendants to 
justify the alleged ouster of the Vellalars, 
which the Court was inclined to regard as 
having been effected by the Collector’s orders 
in consequence of the Vellalars’ oppression of 
the Gramanis. The defence raised was that 
the Gramanis themselves were the mirasidars: 
but this was found against them. The only 
other question gone into by the Court was 
whether defendants were at the time of suit in 
possession of anything belonging to plaintiff’s 
lessors, the Vellalars. It was found that 
they were not and the suit was dismissed. 
It will be seen from the above how little 
bearing the case can have on the point now 
under consideration. The property from 
which forcible ejectment of the Vellalars 
by defendants was alleged was the nattam 
(vide section 6 of the judgment): and this 
for a very obvious reason. This was 
the only part of the village of which they 
(the Vellalars) held aotual possession. The 
cultivated lands were all cultivated by the 
Gramanis under them: so that there could be 
no ouster in regard to them (vide section 2 
of the judgment). And by the nattam can only 
be meant the house sites actually occupied by 
the Vellalars at the time of the ouster. This 
is clear from section 37, wherein the learned 
Judge says, Shall we say the nattam ? It is 
in evidence that the persons whom they 
represent took possession of it for a short 
time, immediately after the ouster; but it is 


proved, on the part of the lessors of the 
plaintiffs themse'ves, to have been long since 
destroyed, the houses to have been pulled 
down, and the site of them to be now unin- 
habited.” 

The question with which we are concerned 
never, in fact, came under consideration in 
that case at all. There is an interesting 
discussion in the judgment on the nature and 
extent of mirasi rights generally, but it does 
not help us. Appellants rely on a remark in 
section 16 that *the nattam in which they 
lived including its adjoining backyards” was 
a material portion of the mirasidars ’ rights. I 
take this to mean simply the nattam which 
they actually occupied. If it meant the entire 
area of land set apart for building purposes, 
the reference to backyards (always part of the 
nattam) is meaningless. 

Two decisions of the Sudder Court have 
been relied on: those in Special Appeal Suit 
No 108 of 1844 printed at page 483 of the 
Mirasi Papers and in Special Appeal No. 14 
of 1849 (Decision of the Court of Sudder 
Adalut, Volume I, page 119). In neither of 
these was Governmentrepresented and neither 
is of any real assistance. In the first, which 
arose from Tanjore, the only question appears 
to have been the right of a mirasidar to evict 
a former porakudi from samudayam land 
which he (the mirasidar) had originally given 
him to build a house. The second is from 
North Arcot District and clearly relates to 
cultivable land. It has nothing to do with 
house site: and the general remarks in para- 
graph 7 of the judgment are of an obiter 
nature. 

Exhibit N is a judgment of the District 
Munsif of Tiruvellore in Original Suit No. 33 
of 1894, in which the sole mirasidar of 
Kathurvedu successfully sued Government 
for a declaration of his title to 3-32 acres 
of nattam land in that village. The decision 
is of course only evidence of one instance 
of successful assertion of the mirasidars ’ 
claim. Stress is laid on the fact that Govern- 
ment did not appeal against the decision: but 
this is explained by the fact that the plaint- 
iff had clearly proved a good title against 
Government by sixty years’ adverse possession, 
while the right of Government to charge 
assessment was recognised by the Court. Gov- 
ernment had, therefore, no case to appeal on, 

Lastly muoh reliance was plaoed on an 
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unreported judgment of Turner, C. J., in 
Civil Suit No. 128 of 1882. In that case 
plaintiff, a vendee from the mirasidartt , 
sued for recoveiy of 5 acres and odd of 
waste land on which he had built a house 
and made a garden. The defendant was 
Government who had ousted him, claiming 
the land as their own. -It was found that 
plaintiff had a good title to the land, and, by 
consent, he was given a decree for damages 
in place of recovery of the land. 

The land in dispute lay within Madras 
Municipal limits, but there is absolutely 
nothing to suggest that it was village site 
(nattam). The very size of the plot is 
against such a suggestion: for in nattam 
land 5 acres would under the Government 
system suffice for 50 house sites on the 
most liberal scale. The word nattam or 
house site is nowhere mentioned in the 
pleadings or judgment: and the reasoning 
of the learned Judge proceeds entirely 
on the assumption that it is waste land 
liable to pay assessment to Government on 
occupation He decides that m/rosidars 
have certain property in the waste, and 
that property enables them to dispose of 
the occupancy of the lands, snl j act of course 
to the payment of land revenue. This is 
a very important pronouncement, but it 
has no immediate bearing on the present 
question: and the case is not, as was argued, 
a direct authority on it. 

I have above to the best of my ability 
summarised and considered the evidence cited 
as bearing directly on the right now in 
dispute. There is other evidence with which 
it is unnecessary to deal, e. g. t various ancient 
sale deeds in which mirasidars have professed 
to transfer proprietary right in nattam and 
other pcramboke lands. These, at most, 
amount to assertions of the right and I am 
very far from suggesting that the right now 
claimed is a modern invention. On the 
contrary I have no doubt it is an ancient 
claim which the m irasidars have asserted, 
sometimes successfully at the expense of the 
labouring classes in their villages — sometimes 
through the medium of the Courts, more 
frequently by force, and the exercise of the 
influence and dread attaching to their status. 
But the real question is whether this right 
has ever been recognised by Government, or 
declared by the Courts in such a way as to 


bind Government or to establish it for the 
purpose of the present reference: and this I 
do not consider to be proved by the direct 
evidence dealt with above. 

It only remains to determine bow far this 
direct evidence is strengthened, or plaintiffs' 
case rendered more probable, by the analogy 
of other rights inherent in the mirasidar . 

The nature of the latter is set out in para, 
supra. Obviously nothing can be deduced 
from rights (a) and (6). No attempt has been 
made to show that the mirasidars possess 
rights over other poramboke lands bearing 
any analogy to the one in dispute. As 
regards (e) it is sufficient to quote Mr. Ellis 
(tide page 184, M. P.): * In the anadhi 

carambu t or immemorial waste, though they 
possess the exclusive right of cutting fire- 
wood, v orking quarries, etc., they have no 
right of cultivation , much less can they claim 
any to break up common used for pasturage, 
or to cut down productive trees, as palmyra, 
cocoanut trees, etc.” 

1 do not think any argument could he 
based on this: and there is no evidence, so 
far as I am aware, to indicate that any 
suoh exclusive right has ever been olaimed 
in modern times. There is no trace of 
anything analogous to it mentioned in Mr. 
G. A. D. Stuart’s very careful and able 
report (dated 1908) except a claim set up 
in a few villages to an exclusive right to 
dig silt and out grass in tank beds — which 
he says is not put forward very seriously. 

There remains (o) and (d) which may be 
conveniently dealt with together. 

(c) A preferential right to cultivation of 
all lands which have been brought under, 
but have gone out of, cultivation (<*ykal 
karambu). 

(d) The right to certain fees (tunduvaram) 
on lands granted for cultivation to non-mmm 
cultivators. 

Now if it were shown that the mirasi'lars 
possessed not a mere preferential right to 
cultivate arable waste, but a right to eviot 
any other person who had taken up such 
land under engagement with Government, 
end to appropriate that land for themselves, 
then it might be argued with some plausibi- 
lity that they possessed a similar right in 
the nattam. I say “some plausibility ” because 
even then, there would be a very vital differ- 
ence between the two cases, or, to put it in 
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another way, to render the analogy useful 
to appellants it would have to be shown 
that their rights as regards arable waste 
granted to other persons by Government 
extended far beyond their largest claims. 
It has been claimed that where Government 
has granted waste land on coivle to a non- 
mirasidar , the mirasidars up to three genera- 
tions might come forward, take the land 
from him and cultivate it themselves: but 
by so doing, it has always been assumed 
that they would cultivate it themselves 
and pay assessment to Government. It 
has never been suggested that they were en- 
titled to cultivate it free of assessment, 
or to keep the land waste and pay no 
assessment. Here the claim of the mirasidar 
to evict the non -mirasidar is coupled with 
no such liability. No assessment is charged 
on nattam (except in case of encroachments) 
and the mirasidars claim is to eviot the 
non •mirasidar and keep the site unoccupied 
and useless, until the non -mirasidar is pre- 
pared to acquiesce in the mirasidar' $ terms. 
This to my mind cuts at the root of any 
analogy that can be sought to be drawn 
for the purpose of the present reference. 

But, as a fact, I can find no authority 
in support of any right of recovery by 
mirasidars of arable waste granted by Govern- 
ment to another person. The Yyasarpadi 
case to which I have referred goes only 
to this length, that where the mirasidars 
have put a non -mirasidar in occupation of 
cultivable waste, Government cannot eviot 
the latter, though they may (presumably) 
collect assessment from him. The very same 
learned Judge has ruled in Subbaraya Mudali 
v. Sub-Collector of Chingleput (12) that 
where the Revenue Authorities had granted 
cultivable land to a non -mirasidar disregard- 
ing the preference to which the mirasidars (in 
spite of a previous relinquishment) were 
entitled, it was nevertheless not open to 
the mirasidars to oust the person admitted 
by Government. Mr. Srinivasa Aiyanger 
seeks to dispose of this ruling on the 
ground that its correctness has been doubted 
by Shephard, J., in Secretary of State v. 
Ashtamurthi (3). That learned Judge was 
dealing with the conflicting rights of a 
jenmi and a tenant in possession and all 

(13) 6 M* 303$ 2 Iud. Doc. (n. 9 .) *9i, 


he says is: “Notwithstanding the opinion 
expressed by Turner, C. J., in Subbaraya 
Mudali v. Sub-Collector of Chingleput (12), I 
think it must be allowed that a suit would 

lie to compel the Collector to settle the 
assessment with the real owner and not 
with a third person.” 

I am not clear what there is in Turner, 
C. J.’s judgment, which was relied on by 
defendants before Shephard, J., but I can 
find no reason for doubting the correctness 
of the Chief Justice’s ruling in the present 
connection. 

There is a Pull Bench case, Sakkaji Rau v. 
Latch mana Gaundan (4), to which also Turner* 
C. J., was a party. The actual question 
before the Full Bench related to the 
mirasidars ’ right to tunduvaram but it 
must be noted that the first prayer of the 
mirasidar pi \ in tiff had been for recovery 
of land granted to the defendant by the 
Revenue Authorities: and his relief wa 3 
refused in the first Court, and the refusal 
was never appealed against. 

This brings us to the subject of 
tunduvaram or swatantrams. The right 
of the mirasidar to colleot something 
from non -mirasidars holding lands directly 
under Government has undoubtedly been 
recognised by Government and is so re- 
cognized even in the present settlement. 
The matter is very clearly discussed in 
sections 4, 11 and IS of Mr. Stuart’s report. 
It appears that in the course of Mr. Puckle’s 
Settlement in 1875 the value of these fees 
was found to amount to two annas in the 
rupee of the Government assessment, and 
the amount of swatantrams at this rate was 
duly entered in the village registers. So 
far as Government is concerned this matter 
is concluded: though according to Mr. Stuart 
{vide section 11 of his report) the fees 
are very rarely paid in practice at the 
present day, and the Courts have held as 
long ago as 1875 that the right to colleot 
them is not to be taken as a necessary 
incident of mirasi right, but has to be 
established by reference to the custom of 
each village [vide Sakkaji Rau v. Latchmana 
Gaundan (4)J. The fees, in fact, seem to 
be a sort of compensation for the waiving 
of the mirasidars ’ preferential right of 
cultivation and nothing more. Its recogni- 
tion by Government h$s no bearing on the 
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present claim relating to nattarn poramboke 
which is exempt from assessment. Even 
if the analogy were held to be complete, so 
that the mirasidars could claim from the 
grantee of a house site from Government 
a small proportion of the assessment which 
would be leviable if the land were ayan , 
this would not support the right of eviction 
now under consideration. 

There is one reported case, which has 
been cited by appellants, but to which I 
have not hitherto referred as it stands on 
a footing by itself. This is Natesa Gramani 
v. Venkatarama Reddi (5). The suit was 
brought by ze<uindar to enforce acceptance of 
patta by his tenants, who were also mirasi- 
dars of that particular village. One ques- 
tion for disposal was his claim to charge 
for water taken from a pond in poramboke 
land, as if it was water belongingto Govern- 
ment. The learned Judges accepted the 
concurrent findings of both the' lower 
Courts, that in that particular village 
poramboke and assessed lands are generally 
the property of the mirasidars, and accord- 
ingly held the wnter not to be Government 
water. The decision was confined to the 
particular case: and in any event is not bind- 
ing on Government. 

I would answer the reference in the 
negative. 

I need hardly repeat what I have 
endeavoured to explain at the outset of 
my judgment. I have considered the 
matter in its general aspect whether the 
right claimed is incidental to the status of 
rnirasidar. We are, of course, not concerned 
with cases in which a rnirasidar has, prior 
to the grant by Government, already ac- 
quired a title to the particular site either 
by previous grant or prescription, and 
sues on such title Nor am I to be under- 
stood as saying that the mi rasidars of a 
particular village are precluded from showing 
(if they ean)that in that village they 
have acquired by prescription a title in the 


nut turn generally as against Government 
which would include the right claimed 
Hut the mere fact that they are the mirasi 
dors of the village neither carries with i 
such a right, nor does it even raise a pro 
sumption of the existence of such a right 
Komaraswami Sastki, J -The questio, 
referred to us for decision is, “whether ii 


a mirasi village the rnirasidar is entitled to 
recover possession of a house site held under 
a patti from Government”. 

The Chingleput District, in which the 
mirasi village in question is situate, is part of 
what was known as Tondaimandalam where 
village communities seem to have flourished 
with some vigour till reoenttiraes. A reference 
to the Mirasi Paper3and the Chingleput District 
Manual shows that, under the Hindu Kings, 
na/tams (villages) formed a close village or 
township, the whole property of which was 
corporate except probably the actual house 
site and its backyard in the possession of each 
villager. On the first formation of a village 
the rights of occupancy of the whole land 
comprised in its boundaries seems to have been 
divided into a number of equal shares or 
ploughs and allotted to the different mem- 
bers of the settliug community. The affairs 
of the village were not managed by an offioial 
appointed by the Sovereign but by the 
sharers in common. The village or township 
and not the individual ryot w<is the Hindu 
revenue unit. The village boundaries seem to 
have been fixed and unalterable. At the 
earliest stage there seems to have been oom- 
mon cultivation and the net produce, after 
payment of taxes, was divided according to 
the shares of the numbers composing the 
village community. These villages were 
known as pasankarai . The lands $eera to 

have been divided periodically but later on- 
were divided once for all, the rnirasidar en- 
joying the mirasi in his own cultivated lands 
without interference by his neighbours and 
a share in the waste and other lands not 
brought under cultivation in proportion to his 
share in the village. Such villages were 
known as aridikarai. Even in such villages, 
excepting as regards land appropriated to 
each rnirasidar , the communistic principle 
seems to have prevailed. Though at first 
the sharer was not entitled to sell the land 
allotted to him without the consent of the 
other members of the community, the right 
of alienation was gradually established and 
the alienee acquired by the sale or mortgage 
a proportionate claim to all the incidents 
common to the village, as for instance, the 
right of taking up waste lands to be brought 
under cultivation, the right of quarries, fishe- 
ries, pasturage and takimr timber from forest., 
^ hen the sharers or mirasidars were unable 
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to cultivate their lands in person, they had 
recourse to tenants or pyacarries who were 
called Ulkudies if they resided in the village 
and Porakudies if they were non-residents. 
In the beginning, the tenants were all tenants- 
at-will. The Ulkudies, by reason of long 
possession, seem to have been recognised as 
having occupancy rights. The Pyacarries, 
whether Ulkudies or Porakudies, paid the 
mirasidars a certain proportion of the produce, 
or a certain fixed payment which was known 
as Swamibhogam or Tundivaram. The name 
given to the rights of the sharers was called 
Cawnyatchi when they were non-Brahmans 
and Swastium when they were Brahmans. 
During the Mahomedan period we find the 
term miras ” coming to be used indis- 
criminately for all such rights. 

The lands of every village were divided 
into (1) lands which the mirasidars held free 
of any tax payable to Government, whioh 
comprised poramboke or lands incapable of 
cultivation and tarisuov waste and (2) those for 
which taxes had to be paid and whioh were 
called either varapat or teeravapat lands. A 9 
regards .tarisu or waste lands they were 
either anudi earumboo or immemorial waste 
or sheycal , earumboo or waste lands which 
had for some time been cultivated. As soon 
as either of the kind of waste was, cultivated, 
it was classed as varapat or teeravapat. That 
part of the poramboke was called gramanattam 
which was the site of the village itself and 
was the place where the houses of the 
mirasidars were usually built. The eheri was 
the site set apart for the house.* of Pariahs 
and other low caste people. 

So far as the Sovereign was concerned, he 
was entitled to a share in the produoe, which 
in theory was one sixth though in practice 
it seems to have; been a great deal more. 
The whole village community was liable to 
pay the tax and, so long as this was done, 
it does not appear that the State interfered 
with the cultivation of the lands. 

The origin of the rights claimed by mirasi - 
dars is lost in obscurity. I .am unable to 
accept the theory that there was a grant , by 
the Chol$ King Anandu Chakravarti to the 
Vellala colonists whom he is supposed to have 
introduced in Tondaimandalam, There is 
nothing but bare tradition to support it and, 
as pointed out by Sir Thomas Munro in his 
• vigorous minute, dated the. 31st December 


1824 (page 432 of the Mirasi Papers), the 
whole story is extremely improbable. The 
origin of the rights of mirasidars has to be 
sought in custom or usage rather than in a 
royal grant. There can be little doubt that 
colonists or settlers who brought lands under 
cultivation and thus increased the revenues 
of the State, were looked upon with favour 
and encouraged: and, where cultivable lands 
were abundant, the settlers on any parti- 
cular tract would have had a free hand in 
expanding their cultivation and would have 
considered cultivable lands in or near the 
village as within the exclusive sphere of 
their influence They would also have 
had abundant pasture lands for grazing their 
cattle, and forests for firewood and timber. 
So long as the State received its share of 
the produoe raised, the settlers were, in all 
probability, given a free hand in the manage- 
ment of their internal affairs and encouraged 
in their enterprise by light assessments. A 
system, based originally on convenience and 
expediency, gradually acquired the sanction 
which use and custom invariably acquire in 
this country. The mirasi tenure is, in my 
opinion, more a customary tenure, whose in- 
cidents have • to be gathered with reference 
to the rights actually proved to have been 
enjoyed by the mirasidars. So far as the 
rights of the Government are concerned, the 
question has not been free from difficulty. 
As regards the sites on which the houses of 
the villagers actually stood and the backyards 
attached thereto and as regards the lands 
which were actually brought under cultiva- 
tion and treated as varapat or teeravapat , there 
can be little doubt that in course of time 
they came to be treated as the exclusive pro- 
perty of the villagers whioh they were at 
liberty to alienate as they pleased. So far 
as the waste lands are concerned, there can 
be little doubt that the villagers treated them 
as property which was capable of transfer in 
proportion to the extent of the cultivated land 
of the transferor but it is not shown that the 
Government acknowledged . their absolute 
rights to the waste lands. I do not think that 
the records warrant us in coming to any defi- 
nite conclusion on the question as to whether 
Hindu or Mahomedan Sovereigns who ruled 
over the Carnatic recognised the absolute 
rights of the mirasidars over waste or that 
compensation was paid for waste lands. No 
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doubt Sankariab in his reply set out at page 
218 of the Mirasi Papers and Mr. Smalley 
(at page 401) state that mirasi rights were 
purchased or compensated for when grants 
were made. There is also a reference to the 
practice in the report of the lnam Commis- 
sioner which is set out in Government Order 
No. 2346 Revenue, dated 21 d December 
1861. It does not appear that the lands 
were in those oases waste. It would, in my 
opinion, be unsafe to draw any general con- 
clusion on the rather meagre materials before 
us. It, however, appears that, so far at least 
as the Chingleput District is concerned, 
mirasi. rights were not interfered with to any 
serious extent during the Hindu and Maho- 
medan periods and th it the /u/VW system 
prevailed comparatively unimpaired when the 
District came under British rule. The fol- 
lowing passage from the minutes of the 
Board of Revenue, dated 5th January 1818 
(page 368 of the Mirasi Papers) is instruc- 
tive. After setting out the mirasi tenure 
with its incidents as they existed when mirasi 
rights were in full force, they observe as fol- 
lows: — It is by no means, however, to be 
understood that this is the state generally of 
mirasi. property in the present time. The 
severe and arbitrary policy of the Mussulman 
princes, which, notwithstanding their short 
and unstable authority on the other coast of 
the peninsula, so materially affected the in- 
terests of the landlords both in Canara and 
Malabar, proved much more detrimental to 
the mirasidars of the Tamil country, where 
their authority was of considerable duration, 
and their dominion was firmly established 
under the commanding influence of European 
power. It is well known that, by succes- 
sive augmentations, the demand on the 
mirasidars of the Carnatic was gradual- 
ly raised, so as at last very generally to 
absorb not only the whole of the landlord’s 
rent, but in many places a portion of the 
farmer’s profit aUo. Most of the mirasi Jars 
in that part of the country were thus re- 
duced to a situation which, except in name, 
differed little from that of the Oolooody Pya- 
carries or permanent farmers; and the Mussul- 
man Government, by absorbing the whole 
landlord’s rent, became not only the S lvsreigns 
but the landlords of the country, e.if >rcing 
in practice their favourite mixirnth.it the 
State is the exclusive proprietor of the 

So, l * * # *• In the Chingleput 
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District also, which was oeded to the Com- 
pany as a jaghire before the full extent of the 
arbitrary power and severity of the Muham- 
madan Government had begun to be felt, as 
well as in Dindigul, Madura, Triohinopoly and 
Tinnevelly, the latest of their southern con- 
quests, Meerassy, though greatly reduced in 
value, was found in a tolerably perfeot state.” 

I am unable to accept the contention of Mr. 
Srinivasa Aiyangar that, when the Chingle- 
put District came into the possession of the 
East India Company, the inirasidars were 
recognised by the State to be the sole and 
absolute owners of the lands included in 
the boundaries of the village and that the 
only right the Government then had was 
to receive revenue. There can be little 
doubt that, by long usage and custom, 
mirusidars had certain exclusive rights and 
privileges over waste lands, but it does not 
follow that the rights of the Sovereign or 
lord paramount of the soil were ever re- 
linquished in favour of the mirasidars . Even 
Sankariah, who supports the claims of mirasi - 
Jars to waste lands, admits the rights of 
the State to issue coudes for the cultivation 
of waste lands if the mirasidars did not 
cultivate. In dealing with mirasi rights to 
waste lands he observes as follows: — “While, 
however, there is, as has been explained, aright 
of property to the inhabitants as respects their 
mirasu , yet, as this right is founded ohiefly 
on possession, a paramount right to the 
territory, over which his dominion extends, 
appears to vest in the Prince; if, therefore, 
the mirasi Jar fail to cultivate, and loss 
thence accrues to the , State, the Sircar 
enjoys and exercises the right to cause the 
lands to be cultivated and to issue cowles 
for that purpose.” The right of the State 
to select a person to enjoy the miras and 
to con firm him in possession by cotrfo, if the 
mirasiJar fails to cultivate or acts in any 
manner detrimental to the State, is also re- 
cognised by Sankariah and an instance 19 
given where the Tanj >re Rajah transferred 
villages by sasanam to non* mirasidars. In 
Bhaskarappa v. Collector of North Kanara 
(11) Mr. Justice West, in dealing with 
the opinions expressed by Mr. Ellis and the 
above passage in Sankariah ’s reply, observea 
as follows: —“There are many other state- 
ments to the like effect, and Sir Thomaa 
Munro was undoubtedly right when he 
asserted that the Goyemment had always 
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asserted a right of disposal over the waste 
lands of a village.” Though probably Mr. 
Justice West was not quite accurate in his 
remarks as to the effect of the replies of Mr. 
Ellis and Sankariah supporting the absolute 
proposition laid down by Sir Thomas Munro, 
there is very little to support the conten- 
tion that waste lands, during the Hindu and 
Mahomedan periods, were treated as the 
absolute property of the mirasidars to which 
the State had no claim except for a share 
of the produce when the mirasidars chose to 
cultivate. They seem to have been the 
subject of reciprocal rights and obliga- 
tions. 

Whatever may have been the rights claimed 
by or granted t) the mirasidars during the 
Hindu and Mahomedan periods, the real 
question is as to the rights which were in 
existence when the East India Company 
acquired the territories of the Nawab and 
the extent to which those rights were 
acknowledged by the British Govern- 
ment. The antecession rights would only 
be effective in so far as the British 
Government consented to their continuance 
after having become the Sovereign rulers of 
the Carnatic. As observed by their Lordships 
of the Privy Council in Secretary of State 
v. Bai Rajbai (10), the relation in 
which the landholders stood to their 
Native Sovereigns before the cession of 
territory and the legal rights they enjoyed 
under them are only relevant in considering 
what rights the new Sovereign recognised, 
either by agreement, express or implied, or 
by legislation. In the words of their Lord- 
ships, “the implied agreement may be proved 
by circumstantial evidence, such as the 
mode of dealing with them which the new 
Sovereign adopted, his recognition of the old 
rights and the express or implied election to 
respect them and to be bound by them.” 

The question under reference has, there- 
fore, to be decided with reference to the 
reports of the various officers as to the 
nature and extent of the mirasi tenure, the 
orders of the Government on such reports, 
and the decisions of British Courts with re- 
ference to th6 rights of the mircuidars . 

When the East India Company acquired 
the territories now comprised in the Madras 
and Cbingleput Districts and proceeded to 
settle questions relating to the assessment 


and collection of revenue, three divergent 
views seem to have been entertained. One 
was that the Government were the absolute 
Lords of the soil and that the persons in 
possession, though for generations, were only 
in the position of tenants-at- will. Another 
was that the mirasidar had hereditary pro- 
perty in the soil which was good as against 
the State, and the third was that the mirasi 
right was only a preference of cultivation 
derived from hereditary residence. 

When the East India Company assumed 
direct, control and management of the jagir 
Mr. Place was put in charge in 1794 and 
continued in office till 1798. He started 
with the view that the Government were 
the sole and absolute proprietors of the soil 
and that the mir ts/dar was only entitled to “a 
preference of cultivation derived from here- 
ditary residence, but subject to the rights 
of the Government as superior lords of the 
soil to do what it chose for the cultivation 
of the land.” Acting on this theory, he 
seems to have dispossessed several mirasidars 
in Tondiarpet, a suburb of Madras, and his 
action led to a suit in the Supreme Court 
(to which I shall refer later on) which, 
though dismissed on a technical ground, was 
the first judicial recognition of mirasi rights 
by the Supreme Court. Further enquiries 
induced Mr. Place to change his views and 
to hold that the mirasidars had undoubted 
hereditary property in the soil. In the dis- 
putes between Mr. Place and the mirasidars 
the Board of Revenue and the Government 
seem to have taken different views (See pages 
25 to 38 of the Mirasi Papers). Mr. Place 
was asked to submit a final report and he 
did so on the 6th June 1799 (page 38 of 
the Mirasi Papers) where he reported in 
favour of the rights of the mirasidars to 
the property in the soil. Mr. Place defined 
mirasi as a right to the use and substance 
of the soil vested in the present pro- 
prietor, his heirs, and successors, so long 
as he does or can cultivate it and pays 
his dues of Government and is obedient to 
its authority and that, when he does not or 
cannot cultivate his lands, when he with- 
holds the dues of Government or is dis- 
obedient to its authority, such part as he 
neglects or in the latter case the whole, escheats 
to Government who may confer it on whom it 
pleases.” In 1806 a claim for compensation 
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was made by certain mirasidars of Tondiarpet 
in respect of lands taken up for digging what 
was known as Clive’s Canal. The Board of 
Revenue in their minute dated 1806 offered 
three pagodas a cawni as compensation and 
directed the Collector to inform the claimants 
of the right of Government to make any 
appropriation of Sircar lands, especially if 
waste, on commuting the occupancy right 
as may be possessed. Disputes arose as to 
the persons entitled to receive the amounts, 
and, on a claim being made by Messrs. 
Arbuthnot and Co., the Board, on the 24th 
December 1810, addressed the Government 
on the matter. The view taken by the Board 
was that the lands were of little value and 
would not have been taken up by mirasidars 
if they were assessed and offered to them. 
They proceeded as follows: — The refusal, 
according to the general usage, would have 
left to Government the option of disposing it 
in any other manner: for the principle of 
the absolute property in the soil being 
vested in the mirasidars, however suitable 
to primitive ages and institutions, does not 
certainly accord with the usage of modern 
times in those parts of India, more especially 
as relates to land, which neither is, nor, 
within the memory of man, has been in a 
state of cultivation.” Mr. Ellis was asked 
whether the mirasidars were entitled to any 
compensation and, if so, to how much. He 
treated the first question as settled by the 
decision of the Supreme Court in 180S. 

The introduction of the ryotwari system 
was authorised by the Court of Directors in 
their despatch dated 16th December 1812, 
and this necessitated enquiries into the 
various’ land tenures. On the 2nd August 
1814 the Government requested the Board 
of Revenue to get the opinions of the Col- 
lectors on 28 questions framed by the Gov- 
ernment as to m/rasi lights. The most 
important questions were questions Nos. 1 to 
4 which run as follows: — (1) flow has the 
mirasi right hitherto been recognised and 
respected, where mirasidars were not the 
renters? (2) Does mirasi right extend to 
waste lands? (8) Is mirasi right forfeited 
for ever, when cultivation is for a single 
season discontinued? and (4) Where mirasi 
right exists, has it always been respected 
by the officers of Government in framing 
the jummabundy? 

The replies of Mr. Ellis, who was Collector 


of Madras, were that the mirasi right, which 
he defined as “a general term used to 
designate a variety of rights, differing in 
nature and degree, but all more or less 
connected with the proprietary possession or 
usufruct of the soil, or of its produce”, al- 
ways existed within the boundaries of the 
Supreme Court’s jurisdiction, that it extended 
to waste lands, that it was not forfeited 
by non cultivation or abandonment, unless 
the period extended to over three genera- 
tions, and that it was always respected 
in the villages of Madras. In answer to 
the question as to whether the mirasi right 
extended to waste lands, his reply was as 
follows: — “Mirasi right, wherever it exists, 
extends certainly to waste land, but then 
the right is limited by the nature of the 
waste: the extent, entered in the terapadi 
accounts under the head of sheycal 
carambu , or cultivable waste, they hold as 
they do the general varapet , or the taxable 
lands of the village, and may cultivate it 
whenever their means permit, or rent it to 
parakudis ; but in the anadi cardmbu , or 
immemorial waste, though they possess the 
exclusive right of cutting firewood, working 
quarries, etc., they have no rights of cultiva- 
tion, much less can they claim any to break 
up common used for pasturage, or to out 
down productive trees, as palmyra, coooanut 
trees, eto. In the * terapadi accounts the 
lands are distributed according to* 'their 
several descriptions, either waste or ctflti- 
vated, ' and the mirasidars must enjoy them 
as thus entered; on the nattam they must 
build their houses and nowhere else, they 
cannot cultivate or appropriate it to any 
other purpose; in the poramboke they have no 
right to fill up tanks, stop water courses, or 
obstruct roads; and so in other descriptions 
of land. Mirasi right is confined to the 
use of these as they exist. No alteration oan 
be made with respect to them by the mirasi- 
dars; I mean that they have no inherent 
right to do so, but with the consent of the 
Sircar, any beneficial change in the appropria- 
tion of lands may take place, and a corres- 
ponding alteration must be made in the 
terapadi accounts — thus, if part of the . quadi 
carambu lands be reclaimed, or a road m 
poramboke be stopped up and cultivated, the 
extent must be transferred from this head to 
that of varapet .” 

As regards the forfeiture of rights, he wal 
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of opinion that the mirasidar was, by implied 
contract, bound to cultivate his full propor- 
tion of the t arapet lands, according to the 
share he held in the village and that the 
(government oould arrange for cultivation. 
If he failed to do so, he was of opinion that 
the State could employ payacarries for a 
fixed term, not an indefinite number of 
years, and in extreme cases could resume 
his mirasi swatantrams in respect of the lands 
he refused to cultivate. 

I have already set out the reply of San- 
kariah on the question relating to waste. 
His view is that, as the waste lands are 
included in the Grama Taran, all such lands 
have been considered to appertain exclusive- 
ly to ' mirasidars . 

Mr. Peter, the Collector of Madura, was 
of opinion that the mirasi right extends to 
waste lands and that, if they are brought 
under cultivation even by a renter, the 
mirasidar is entitled to his share. Mr. J. 
Cotton, the Collector of Tinnevelly, was of 
opinion that the mirasi right, wherever it 
exists, extends to waste lands. Some Col- 
lectors did not, however, go so far. 

In 181(1 the Board of Revenue had 
under consideration a scheme for permanently 
assessing each field in each village with 
money rent for the purpose of introducing 
the ryotwari system and wanted information 
as to the rights of mirasidars. Mr. Ellis 
considered the question as to what arrange- 
ment was to be made in respect of waste 
lands and he proposed to transfer the waste 
lands to the mirasidars (page 358 of the 
Mirasi Papers). The Beard of Revenue in 
proceedings, dated the 24th July 1817, 
passed no final orders on Mr. Ellis’ 
proposals but reserved the subject for 
future consideration. On 8th September 
1817 the Board of Revenue sent to the 
Government a proposal for the introduction 
of the ryotwari system and observed that 
the Board intended to preserve the rights 
of the mirasidars by directing Collectors not 
to enter into agreements with persons, who 
are not, by hereditary or prescriptive rights, 
entitled to pay their dues directly to the 
Sircar . The Government, on the 16th 
December 1817, in reply to the Board of 
Revenue, stated that the ryotwari Settle- 
ment should not be attended with any 
infraction of the rights of mirasidars , or 
others in the soil (page 365 of the Mirasi 


Papers). In 1818 the Board of Revenue 
recorded a minute on the different modes 
of Revenue Settlement existing in the 
Madras Presidency. In dealing with the 
Tamil country they observe that “in every 
Tamil village the exclusive right to the 
hereditary possession and usufruct of the 
several descriptions of land situated within 
its boundaries was originally vested in the 
Vellalars, one of the principal Soodra 
castes of that nation, by whom it is 
termed cawnyatchi , or free hereditary 

property in the land”. As regards waste 
lands, they observe as follows: — “The 
Tarisee, or waste land, is subdivided into 
the Anadi Carumboo , or immemorial waste, 
and the Sheycal Carumboo , or waste land 
that has at some time been cultivated; 
each of these consists chiefly of tracts of 
common, on which the mirasidars graze the 
cattle employed by them in agriculture, or 
of jungle, in which they cut the firewood 
used by them for fuel, and both are held 
free from tax. Should the mirasidars , 
however, possess the means, they are vested 
with ample right to extend their cultivation 
to these lands, though it is understood that 
the consent of Government is necessary 
before they can break up the anadi 
carumboo, or land that has never been 
under the plough; but the moment any 
part of either the sheycal or anadi 
carumboo is reclaimed, the nature of the 
land is changed, it ceases to be tarisee 
or waste, and no sooner is it converted' 
into cultivated land than it is transferred, 
as such, in the village accounts to the 
head of warapat or teerwapat and in 
oommon with all land of that description 
becomes, for the plain reasons already 
given, liable to tax.” 

On the 4th November 1820, Mr. Smalley, 
Collector of Chingleput, addressed the Board 
of Revenue on the introduction of the 
proposed ryotwari Settlement into his 
District. His proposal was that a fixed 
toondooteerva of 3 \ per cent, on the gross 
rent should be allowed to the mirasidars 
as it was about the average toondoowaram 
which the mirasidars in that District were 
then receiving from the payacarries. As 
regards waste land, he fully admitted the 
mirasidar' s right to it, if the mirasidar was 
able to bring it under cultivation: but in 
cases where he refused or was unable to 
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cultivate, he proposed that the Government 
should let it to strangers reserving the 
right of the mirastdar to come in at any 
period within 105 years on paying the 
assessment to the person whom he wants 
to dispossess. The period of 105 years 
seem to have been the period of limita- 
tion in vogue according to Hindu notions, 
which fixed three generations as the period 
after which rights elapsed. 

On the 4th December 1820 the Board 
of Revenue passed proceedings on a reference 
by Mr. Hyde, Collector of South Arcot, 
as to the Settlement of that District. They 
observed that, though much had been said 
about niirasi rights in the Southern Pro- 
vinces, it was doubtful when and how those 
rights originated, what they exactly were, 
and whether any Native Government ever 
admitted them to the extent claimed. As 
regards waste land they observe as 
follows: — "The miras/dar has also an interest 
in the waste land, and a right to a merah 
or fee, when, being unable to cultivate 
himself, he gets a tenant who shall cultivate 
it, and pay the usual rent to Government. 
This is fair; he has his fee for the service 
he performs; but if the mirastdar neglects 
or refuses to get a tenant for the waste, 
and the Sircar is obliged to find one 
himself, to keep up or increase the 

revenue of the village, the mirasidar has 
no right to the fee; it may either be added 
to the rent payable by the tenant, or may 
be given up to him as an encouragement 
to him to extend the cultivation. The 
mirasidars may have claimed more than is 
here allowed them, and more may have 
been occasionally granted to them. The 
Government has been, and ought always to 
be, indulgent towards its ryots ; but when 
we come to discuss the principle, it will 
be found that any further legal extension 
of the privilege of mirasidars , particularly 
in the case of their neglecting to keep 
up the cultivation and revenue of the 
village, is contrary to common sense, and 
those common principles upon which every 
Government and society is founded.’ 1 In 
dealing with the letter of Mr. Smalley, 
already referrod to, the Board statod that 
they concurred generally in the opinions 
expressed by Mr. Smalley as regards waste 
and furnished him with an extract of their 


proceedings, dated 4th December 1820 above 
referred to, on Mr. Hyde’s report. 

It appears from the Mirasi Papers (page 
419) that the Government approved of 
these proceedings on the 23rd February 
1821. 

On the 18th August 1824 the Court of 
Directors addressed a despatch regarding 
the Board’s Proceedings, dated 4th Decem- 
ber 1820, where they observe as follows: — 
"The right of tho mirasidars to the lands 
which they themselves cultivate is in 
general indisputable, as is very often, also, 
their right to certain advantages accruing 
to them, apparently, as descendants of the 
headmen of the villages. Their right, in 
any case, to limit the property of the 
Oolcoody ryots in their permanent hereditary 
possessions, seems much more doubtful, and 
being hostile to the prosperity of the com- 
munity, ought not to be allowed except 
upon unquestionable evidence in each 
case.” 

On the 2nd January 1822 the Court of 
Directors were of opinion that the question of 
mirasidar s' 1 rights ought not to be decided 
solely on the view which 'Mr. Ellis happened 
to entertain but should be decided after 
deliberate inquiry and full information. 

On the 14th April 1823 the Board of 
Revenue passed proceedings on Mr. Smalley’s 
report regarding the introduction of 
ryotwari Settlement in Chingleput. They 
authorised the Collector to give lands to 
others when the mirasidars refused to 
cultivate, and stated that the persons to 
whom the lands were given were not 
liable to be ousted but be oontirmed in 
the possession of the land so long as they 
continued regularly to pay the rent. 

In 1S23 the Board of Revenue passed 
proceedings after they received the minute 
of the Court of Directors dated 2nd 
January 1S22. As regards waste land 
they observe: It has been stated in the 

replies from Madras, Tinneveliy and Madura 
that the right of the m iras id a rs extends to 
waste lands’, but what this right is, has 
not been particularly defined. The 
Collector of Madras observes that though 
the mirasidars possess the exclusive right 
of cutting firewood, working quarries, etc., 
they have no right of cultivation, much 
less can they claim any to break up 
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common used for pasturage or to cut down 
productive trees, as palmyra, cocoanut, etc-’ 
It is also stated that the consent of the 
Sircar ' is necessary towards any beneficial 
change being made with the appropriation of 
the lauds. It appears from the above that 
the Sircar has a right in these lands as well as 
the mirasidars , and the Board have now in 
view to ascertain whether the Government 
can, according to the ancient usage of the 
country, appropriate waste land for public 
purposes without making any compensation 
to the mirasidars further perhaps than the 
usual one which may be thought just and 
proper to make up for any loss they may 
sustain from being deprived of the use of 
common for their cattle, firewood, etc.” The 
Board proposed to address the different 
Collectors as to whether the former Govern- 
ments had the right to take up waste lands 
without paying compensation to mirasidars 
and whether in granting inams compensation 
was paid to mirasidars . The Government, 
however, passed no orders on these proceed- 
ings and no question was circulated. 

t 

On the 3 1st December 1824, Sir Thomas 
Munro wrote his famous minute on the 
state of the country and condition of the 
people. His view was that the mirasidar , 
when he failed to cultivate, lost all interest 
in the property and that the Government 
may give it to whomsoever it pleases. 
As regards waste land, be observes: “Mr. 
Ellis does not seem to be very decided as 
to the nature of the property enjoyed by 
the mirasidar in waste. He admits that 
he cannot break it up without the per- 
mission of the Sircar. He does not say 
that he has any specific share of it, or 
that he can sell it alone without the cultivat- 
ed land, or that he can do more than 
sell with his arable his right of common 
in tho waste. The Sircar from ancient 
times has everywhere, even in Arcot as 
well as in other provinces, granted waste 
in in cm free of every rent or claim, public 
or private, and appears in all such grants 
to have considered the waste as being exclu- 
sively its own 'property. * * * 

* * It has been supposed that in meeras 

villages in Arcot, in the original compact 
between the Sircar and the first settlers, 
the exclusive use of the waste was se- 
cured to those settlers: but it has already 


been shown that in all villages, whether 
meeras or not, the inhabitants reserve to 
themselves the exclusive use of the waste. 
But this right is good only against strangers, 
not against the Sircar, which possesses, I 
think, by the usage of the country, the 
absolute right of disposing of the waste as it 
pie ses t in villages which are meeras as well 
as in those which are not.” 

These views represent, what I may call, 
the extreme views as to the Crown’s 
prerogative and they do not seem to have 
been subsequently accepted in their entirety 
either by the Madras Government or by the 
Court of Directors. 

In 1839 the Collector of Chingleput ad- 
dressed the Board of Revenue with reference 
to the rights of the mirasidars in the whole 
of the lands within the village boundaries, 
and as to whether the mirasidars had authori- 
ty to sell the poramboke and immemorial 
waste lands. His view was that the rights 
of the mirasidars over the poramboke and 
anadi w'aste extended only to the privilege 
of grazing their cattle on them when waste 
and receiving the coopatums when culti- 
vated. 

On the 15th August 1839 the Board of 
Revenue passed proceedings to the effect 
that the mirasidars had no right or authority 
to sell poramboke and immemorial waste 
land. They observed that the usual mode 
of proceeding for parties wishing to obtain 
occupation of particular lands was to apply 
to the Officers of Government to be placed 
in possession on their executing an agree- 
ment to pay the usual assessment, and 
proceeded to state that the rights of the 
mirasidars over immemorial waste are 
confined to the pasturing of their cattle, 
the cutting of firewood, etc., and similar com- 
mon privileges, but these must always give 
way to any proposition' ensuring the exten- 
sion and realization of. the public reve- 
nue.” 

In 1839 the Collector of Chingleput 
addressed the Board of Revenue on the 
claims made by the mirasidars when lands 
were offered on durkhast and cn certain 
irregularities which, in his opinion, were 
causing loss of revenue to the Government. 
In his opinion, the proprietary right of 
the mirasidais did not extend to immemorial 
waste lands and that they bad no prescrip- 
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tive right to oust payakarry cultivators from 
lands which were given to them by the 
Government owing to the mirasidars not 
having cultivated them. He, however, 
admitted the mirasidars' right to tnondon- 
varam,sicatantrams, etc, in the sheikal lands 
and suggested that payakarry ryot ft, introduc- 
ed by the Government, should be secured 
in their right of occupancy on paying to 
Government the Government dues and the 
mirasidars fees. 

The Board of Revenue in their proceed- 
ings, dated the 29th August 1S39, referred 
to their proceedings of the 15th August 
1839 (above referred to by me) and ob- 
served as follows: — As regards the right 
of the mirasidars to the occupancy of waste, 
the Board of Revenue, though they have 
already recorded their opinion against the 
asserted right of the mirasidars to the 
absolute disposal of waste lands from which 
they have derived no benefit for a long 
series of years, are still inclined to believe 
that it would be proper, and at the same 
time consonant to usage, to give them 
the preference of possession when offers 
are made to bring the waste under culti- 
vation. It should be the care of the 
Collector to ascertain that the parties 
offering for the lands possess the means 
to cultivate what they propose, and in these 
cases if the mirasidars decline to under- 
take the payment of the demand, the 
lands should be given to the parties 
offering.” 

On the 28th July 1 ?4 1 the Board of 
Directors addressed a despatch dealing with 
the rights of the nu rasidars to waste lands. 
At that time a suit was pending in the 
Zillah Court of Chingleput where certain 
mirasidars had sued the Collector and 
others for possession of lands granted by 
the Collector to non • m/rasitlars without 
their consent The Court of Directors in 
their despatch make the following obser- 
vations : — Without entering upon a dis- 
cussion of the respective rights of Govern- 
ment, and the m / rasidars. over the waste 

lands, (a point still under the consideration 

of the superior Tribunal h« which the case 
has been appealed) it will he enough for 
us to state our opinion that it is desirable 
that, in all cases where payakanies propose 
to cultivate the waste lands of a mirasi 


village, their proposal should be, in the 
first instance, communicated to the mirasi’ 
dars, to whom, in the event of their beiDg 
willing to cultivate, or to give security 
for the revenue assessable on the lands, 
the preference should be given. We consider 
that the Government has a clear right to the 
revenue to be derived from the conversion 
of waste lands into arable, but we at the 
same time think it preferable that this 
object should be attained, whenever practic- 
able, without causing the intrusion of 
strangers into the village community” 
(pages 455 and 456 of the Mirasi Papers). 

The suit in the Chingleput Zillah Court 
(to which 1 shall refer later on) was 
disposed of by the Provincial Court on the 
17th November 1811 in favour of th6 

m / rasidars. 

On the 3rd July 1844 the Court of 

Directors addressed a despatch in conti- 
nuation of their despatch dated the 28th 
July 1841. They directed that “when 
proposals were made by paracoody ryots 
for waste lands in mirasi villages, they 
should, in the first instance, be communicated 
to the mirasidars , to whom, in the event 
of their being willing to cultivate, or to 
give security for the revenue assessable on 
the lands, the preference should be given;” 
and they directed that on all occasions 
care should be taken that the just rights 
of the mirasidars were respected. 

On the 11th February 1856, the Govern- 
ment was of opinion that the mirasidars 
had no right to convert immemorial waste 
to any other condition or to any other 
use, without the permission of the Govern- 
ment. 

On the 8th March 1856, the Government 
in proceedings observed: “The village com- 
munities are certainly the parties entitled to 
occupy the land thus newly made available 
for cultivation, and they are quite com- 
petent to divide it among themselves 
according to local customs and known rights” 
(page 536 of the Mirasi Papers). 

On the 14th May 1S56 the Board of 
Revenue considered the whole question and 
reviewed the situation. They were inclined 
t<» the view that the mirasidars should have 
tlu' option of cultivating waste lands of every 
village before strangers are admitted and 
that it they refused to cultivate the land 


INDIAN OASES. 


963 


Vol. XL] 

SESHACHALA CHBTTY V. PARA CHINNASAM1. 

they would have no right to receive any 
fees or rent from the persons to whom the 
Government had allotted the lands. 

The question of the mirasidars 1 rights 
arose again in 1856 in connection with a 
complaint made by one Rangappa Naik, who 
alleged that he was dispossessed. The 
Board were inclined to the view that the 
land claimed by Rangappa Naik being 
poramboke was not part of the miras and 
that the Government could give it to 
whomsoever it pleased. The Government 
dissented from that view and in their 
letter to the Court of Directors observed 
as follows: — 

“After a careful consideration of the case 
we are unable to concur in the Board s 
opinion of its merits. In addition to Mr. 
Forbes’ testimony to the custom in Tanjore 
which in our opinion was entitled to much 
consideration, we held that the best authori- 
ties were agreed that in mi ras villages the 
miras extended to waste as well as to arable 
land. This right, we remarked, was not 
exactly the same in regard to waste as it 
was in regard to arable, as was clearly ex- 
plained by Mr. Ellis; but in both cases it 
equally excluded strangers. The Board 
objected on the ground that the land in ques- 
tion being ‘poramboke' could not be regard- 
ed as simple waste; but we remarked that 
land required and used for roads, the sites 
of houses, threshing floors and some other 
purposes, was taken out of the arable extent 
as not being available for culture and was 
classed with rocks, hills, etc., under the term 
poramboke , but that as soon as such . land 
ceased to be required for such particular 
purpose, it ceased also ipso facto to be 
poramboke and became subject to the ordi- 
nary laws affecting waste. Holding these 
vie s we were of opinion that the memorialist 
had suffered a wrong in that his miras land 
had been given to another in spite of his 
opposition.” (page 555 of the Mirasi 

Papers). 

The Court of Directors in their despatch, 
dated the 17th December 1856, to the 
Government of Madras desired that in the 
disposal of waste lands the principles laid 
down in the despatch of 28th July 1-41 and 
3rd July 1844 (already referred to by mej 
should be followed. 

Prior to 1855 the lands which the 


mirasi da rs actually cultivated were entered in 
their own pattas whereas the lands which 
they cultivated through payakarries found a 
place in the samudayam pattas . But sub- 
sequently the mirasidars were called upon to 
declare once for all how much of their pangu 
lands they wished to retain in their holding 
and were assessed upon those lands, whether 
they cultivated or not. 

On the 22nd April 1869 special darkhast 
rules were issued for the Chingleput District. 
Rule 7 states that the mirasidars shall have 
the prior claim over all comers: payakaries 
holding pattahs have the next best claim, 
and objections made by them will hold good 
against non-resident cultivators. Should the 
■mirasidars oppose the application, and 
request that the land may be given to 
them in shares proportionate to their res- 
pective claims, their request shall be com- 
plied with.” 

Rule 13 enacts that “beds of tanks not 
hitherto usually cultivated, threshing floors, 
burning grounds, burial places, cattle-stand- 
ing grounds, land situated within 10 yards 
of tank bunds and roads, shall not be 
given away on darkhast , and applications 
for gramanattam or village sites shall not 
be entertained.” 

In 1872, the Government passed proceed- 
ings regarding gramanattam lands. These 
proceedings were passed after a consideration 
of the proposals of the Board of Revenue 
and the replies of the Collectors of all the 
Districts. In paragraph No. 22 the Govern- 
ment observe that “the true view of the case 
is that gramanattam is the communal 
property of the villagers, and that the 
Collector can only interfere with the view to 
benefit the community, and when his action 
is consistent with the common law.” They 
then proceed to state that a special enact- 
ment would be necessary to alter the state 
of things, that in purely mirasi villages, 
where the entire area belongs to the 
mirasidars , the gramanattam no doubt 
appertains to them equally with the other 
poramboke but that such cases # are . excep- 
tional and that the Board will instruct 
Collectors to re-assert the prerogative of 
Government by making it known that ex- 
cept in zemindar i and mirasi villages which 
are private property, sites on the grama- 
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nattam are not to be appropriated with- 
out permission. 

Till ISi'O the vill age accounts in several 
villages of the Chingleput District contain- 
ed entries where the mirasidars name was 
entered and also the name of the actual 
person who was in possession. This system 
was known as * double entry system 
and sites were described as the site of 
so and so resided in by so and so.” Mr. 
Mullaly, who was then the Sub-Collector, 
raised objection to this procedure. The 
Board in dealing with the question re- 
commended its discontinuance but were 
fully alive to the dilliculty of opposing the 
mirasidars' claims. They observe: * Undoubted- 
ly the mirasidars have a great deal of 
evidence to support their claim, and if it 
is to be disputed, the strength of Govern- 
ment must lie in the fact stated by Mr. 
Galton in the Xemalichtri case, that Gov- 
ernment has never acquiesced in it. If the 
system of ‘double entry’ now brought to 
no '/ice for the first time is not stopped, 
tl/is strong argument will cease to exist. 
Tloreover, the Board thinks that the 
dictum of Government referred to in paragraph 
No. 6 of the Board’s Proceedings of the 7th 
July 1886, No. 1547 (in Government Order 
No. 1684, dated 16th December 1872, already 
quoted by me) must now be contradicted 
or explained. 

The fact that it is not mentioned by Sir 
Charles Turner in his judgment in the 
Vyasrapadi case (Civil Suit No. j 28 of 
1882), or in any of the petitions which 
have been presented to the Board by 
mirnsidai s t shows that it is not known to 
outsiders at present, but it may become 
Inown to them at any time and it reads 
as if it were a distinct acquiescence in the 
claim.” 

On the 3rd September 18F0 the Goverr- 
nunt passed orders directing that the practice 
of registering the name of a m< rat idar t as 
well as that cf the cccupnnt, in the house 
site acccunts shculd bo discontinued. 

In 1ST 2 the question of the mirasidars' 
right again came up for consideration in 
connection with the granting of sites to 
the Pariahs aid other low caste sections of the 
community. The Board of Revenue sent up 
their puptrnls to the Government, In para- 
grap h No. bef their proceedings dealing with the 


mirosi system the Board observe as follows: — 
Briefly, the system, as it at present exists, 
rests on the claims of the mirasidars to all the 
waste lands in their villages and to the levy 
of swatantram or fees from payakaries or non- 
mirasidars who may take up land for cul- 
tivation. This claim was fully recognised 
in the new settlement carried out in 1876-78 
{vide Government Order, dated 15th 
February 1876, No. 221) and after full 
consultation with the mirasidars^ a memo- 
rial fee {sivatant ram) , fixed at an average rate 
of annas 2 on every rupee of Government 
assessment, was declared to be leviable by the 
mirasidars not only on every field lying 
waste in each village, but also on all 
lands now held by the mirasidars them- 
selves and included in their patta$ i should 
such lands be subsequently relinquished 
and taken up by a non-w irasidar. The 
fee claimable on each field was duly enter- 
ed in the settlement registers against every 
field liable to it. The only lands against 
which fees were not entered were those 
which had already been obtained by stran- 
gers and which were held undtr lease or 
patta frem Government. The absolute right 
of the m irastda rs in the waste lands of their 
villages was finally settled by the Courts in 
1883 when the Government was compelled by 
the High Court to pay compensation to the 
mirasidars of the Yyasarpadi village, near 
Per a nibor, for waste lands taken up for 
public purposes.” After dealing with the 
judgment of Sir Charles Turner, the Board 
observe: “it is impossible at the present day 
to question the rights of the mirasidars , It 
is altogether unnecessary to consider whether 
the survival of these mirasi claims is due, as 
remained by Mr. Tremenheere, to the con- 
servative effects of the decisions of the Mayor’s 
Court of Madras. * * * * 

As forcibly remax ked by the Board 
(Board’s Proceedings, dated 1st April 1$74, 
No. / 54, paragraph 8, Board’s Proceedings, 
dated 25th May 1875, No. 1415) the system is 
strongly rooted in law and immemorial 
custom. It is there and must be regarded in 
many respects neither more nor less than a 
great but necessary evil.' ‘It is of great 
antiquity, isdearly cherished' and has existed 
with more or less vitality ‘notwithstanding 
many years of persistent efforts to crush it/” 
Regarding daikhast rules they observe aa 
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follows: — “in 1869 special darkhast rules (or 
rules governing applications for land for 
cultivation) were prescribed for the Chingle- 
put District in which this preferential claim 
was distinctly recognised (Board’s Proceed- 
ings, dated 22nd April 1869, No. 2710). In 
1887 a proposal was made to assimilate 
these special rules to those of other districts 
in which mirasi rights are not recognised, 
but Government declined to sanction the 
change (Government Order, dated 21st Octo- 
ber 1887, No. 6279, recording Board’s 
Proceedings, dated 21st September 1887, No. 
58S). The chief point of difference between 
these special rules and those prescribed for 
other districts, apart from the fact that any 
land in Chingleput obtained by a non -mirasi- 
dar must pay two annas in the rupee of assess- 
ment as a memorial fee to the mirasidars , is 
that in mirasi villages the mirasidars have 
preference overall comers while in non -mirasi 
villages the preference is confined to those 
who own lands adjoining those applied for 
and to patiadars who take precedence over 
those who do not hold lands.” 

Tn dealing with the rights of mirasidars 
the Government observe: ‘ The preferential 
right of the mirasidars to the occupation of 
the waste was deliberately recognised by the 
Court of Directors in 1841, after considerable 
discussion in which the views of Sir Thomas 
Munro quoted by the memorialists were 
duly considered.” Then they set out Sir 
Thomas Munro’s minute and observe: Sir 
Thomas Munro merely dissents from the 
proposition that the ‘exclusive use of the 
waste’ was secured to the first settlers and 
that this right was good as against Govern- 
ment;” but that Sir Thomas Munro did not 
deny the preferential right of the mirasidars 
to occupation of the waste. The Government 
observe that “the question of ownership of 
Pariah house sites is one of legal right, and 
if the mirasidars have it they can only be 
expropriated by compensation; they cannot 
be deprived of their rights, however 
oppressive the exercise of them may be, by 
mere executive order.” 

In 1909 the Special Settlement Officer 
(Mr. G. A. D. Stuart) made certain pro- 
posals as regards mirasi rights. As regards 
mirasi tenure he proposed a fixed fee of two 
annas in the rupee of assessment of both dry 
and wet should be collected &r,d paid to the 
mirasidars. 


The Board of Revenue in dealing with Mr. 
Stuart’s proposals resolved to omit from the 
Patta Settlement Register all reference to 
mirasi privileges. 

The Government passed orders on the 19th 
October 1909 and in dealing with the prefer- 
ence under the darkhast rules observe that 
it would not be equitable to go behind the 
arrangement made in theSettlementof 1877-78 
recognising the preferential right of the 
mirasidars to cultivate waste.” As regards 
swatantrams the Government observe as 
follows: — ‘ The Government agree with the 
Board that all reference to swatunt ram* and 
miras privileges should be omitted from the 
re-settlement register and that the following 
foot-note should be substituted for the existing 
foot note in the memoirs on mirasi tenure: — 
The right of the mirasidars to levy a fee at 
the rate of two annas in the rupee of the 
assessment of both dry and wet lands has 
been recognised by Government, except in the 
case of the under-mentioned fields which are 
free of swatantrams so long as they are held 
under the terms of the original grants.’” 

I have set out in detail the various pro- 
ceedings which throw some light on the 
question of the rights of mirasidars and on 
the attitude which the Government took up 
from the date of its assumption pf control 
over the Chingleput District. It seems to me 
that, although the absolute right of the 
mirasidars <o waste lands has never been 
acknowledged by the Government, their pre- 
ferential right to the land has never been 
questioned, but on the contrary, ha3 been 
unequivocally admitted both by the Court of 
Directors and by the Government. Individual 
opinions of Government officials have varied 
as totheorigin andextentof mirasi rights over 
waste and as to the rights of mirasidars as 
against the Government. The preferential 
rights of the mirasidars to waste lands of the 
villagehavebeenconceded but there is a great 
divergence of opinion as to whether the 
mirasidars can as against grantees from the 
Government claim anything more than 
tunduvaram or the customary swatantrams. 
The Mirasi Papers also show that the rights 
and privileges claimed by mirasidars over 
waste have not been recognised in some 
districts and I find it difficult to construct out 
of the divergent opinions of G jvernment 
officials, the Board of Revenue, and the 
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Government Orders, any tenure with certain 
well defined incidents. 

Turning to the judicial decisions on the 
rights of the mirasidars , we find that there is 
a tendency in the later decisions to require 
proof of the rights claimed rather than treat 
mirasi tenure as a well recognised tenure with 
well defined incidents. 

The first case of importance arose in 1808 
and is reported in Strange’s Notes of Cases, 
Volume 1. The suit was in ejectment and 
was heard by Sir Thomas Strange and 
Mr. Justice Sullivan. The plaintiffs alleging 
themselves to be mirasidars of the village 
of Tondiarpet stated that the defendants 
had trespassed and ejeoted them from the 
nattnm ” in their possession. The learned 
Judges discussed the evidence as to the 
claims and privileges of the mirasidars and, 
while holding that plaintiffs were entitled to 
the nattnm claimed, they dismissed the suit 
on the technical ground that the defendants 
were not found to be in possession of any 
portion of it. The Court, however, refused 
to adjudicate upon the rights as between the 
mirasidars and the Government, observing 
that it was unnecessary to decide how far 
the mirasidars ’ rights were subject to the 
intervention of the Government. 

In 1836, the rights of the mirasidars as 
against the Government were distinctly 
raised in a suit filed by Ranga Ayyangar and 
others against the Collector of Chingleput 
and the persons who got possession under 
titles conferred by the Government. The 
plaintiffs alleged that they were the only 
mirasidars of Cannumtongul village in 
Chingleput District, that the Collector (1st 
defendant) granted permission to the defend- 
ants who were not the mirasidars of the 
village to bring under cultivation about 80 
cawnies of waste land, that the plaintiffs offered 
to cultivate the whole of the waste land amount- 
ing to about 164 cawnies find in anticipation of 
sanction cleared about 60 cawnies for cultiva- 
tion, and that the plaintiffs were dispossessed 
by the other defendants acting under the 
orders of the Collector. The defendants 
defended the suit on the ground that the land 
was waste and that the Collector could grant 
coii'le to any person for bringing it under 
cultivation. The plaintiffs tiled a reply 
alleging that neither the Government nor the 
Collector had any power to grant waste lands 
without the consent of the mirasi inhabitants 


that waste land could not be given to stran- 
gers for cultivation without receiving a 
razinamah from the mirasidars and that they 
applied for the cultivation of the whole of the 
waste land when they heard that strangers had 
applied for it. A number of witnesses were 
examined and documents filed and the Chingle- 
put Court (Udalut Court) passed a decree in 
favour of the plaintiffs. The Court held 
that the evidence showed that the plaintiffs 
were the mirasidars and that the defendants 
had no mirasi rights in the village. As 
regards the rights of mirasidars the Judge 
observes as follows:— That the mirasidars 
alone have a right to sell and mortgage 
warraput land, and that to every mirasi 
share there is a certain portion of waste 
land attached, but that the particular parts 
of the waste land which belong to each 
individual mirasi share are not usually 
known because those waste lands are 
seldom, if ever, divided, are faots which 
have been established by the evidence of 
witnesses in numberless cases before this 
Court; and as no one ever attempted to 
dispute the inherent right of mirasidars to 
the waste land, it is evident that without the 
consent of the proprietors of the soil, the Col- 
lector has no authority to deliver any part of 
these lands to other persons. In this case it 
appears that the 7th defendant and others 
gave their proposals on the 2nd May 1835; 
this circumstance was not communicated to 
the plaintiffs, but they on the 4th May 1835 
sent in proposals for 40 cawnies- but after 
this on heaving of the proposal made by 
the 7th defendant and others, they, on 
the 21st May 1835, gave in an agreement 
to the Tahsildar, plaintiffs’ document No. 
50, promising to take all the waste lands 
in the village at the full teervah and to 
give security for the performance of their 
contract. On the 15th .Tune 1835 the 
Collector grants the cowle to the 7th 
defendant and others, in doing which the 
Judge is of opinion the Collector acted 
contrary to the acknowledged right of the 
plaintiffs.” The cowle granted to the 7th 
defendant and others was annulled and a 
decree was passed in favour of the plaintiffs. 
An appeal was tiled to the Provincial 
Cour- by the Collector but the decision 
of the lower Court was affirmed on 17th 
November IS 11. The Appellate Cour 
considered that the only question for 
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determination was whether the Government 
had power to grant waste lands in m Irani 
villages to strangers without first obtaining 
the consent of the mirasidars , and decided 
that the Government had no such power. 
No appeal was filed by the Government 
against this decision and the Board of 
Directors referred to this case in their 
Despatch, dated the 3rd July 1844, already 
referred to by me (see pages 456 to 469 of 
the Mirasi Papers). 

In 1848 the plaintiff, who was a mirasidar, 
sued to recover arrears of swatantrams due 
to him for certain lands cultivated by the 
defendants. The defendants denied the 
right of the mirasidar to levy such 
swatantrams claimed and alleged that the 
lands for which they were claimed had 
been left waste from time immemorial by 
mirasidars who declined to take them up 
and that the Government thereupon rented 
the lands to them. The suit was dismiss- 
ed by the Sudier Ameen on the ground 
that the land in question was immemorial 
waste not forming part of the plaintiff’s 
share, that the defendants held it not from 
the mirasidars but from the Government, 
that in the cowle granted to them 
there was no stipulation that they were to 
pay any swatantrams to mirasidars , and 
that it was not customary to pay swatan- 
trams in such oases. An appeal was filed 
and the Civil Judge decided that mirasi- 
dars had no right to levy swatantrams from 
paycarries who did not hold from them 
but under cowles granted by Government 
for lands which were classed immemorial 

waste. 

The previous decision of 1844 does not 
seem to have been brought to the notice 
of the Court and the remark of the Judge 
that the question has been frequently 
decided in the negative does not seem to 
be accurate. The Judge seems to have been 
of opinion that, where the mirasidars fail 
to cultivate the lands and the Government 
exercises its right of granting wwIps to 
third persons, the mirasidars are not entitled 
to claim any perquisites from the grantee. 
(See pages 485 and 486 of the Mirasi 

Papers). _ , 

In 1844 a suit was filed in the Kumba- 

konam Munsif’s Court by a mirasidar to 
reC over a piece of samudayam land from 


the defendants on the ground that the 
land was within his mirasi and was let 
to the defendants and that they fiilad to 
pay the rent. The defendants pleaded 
that the ground was casawurgum , that 
they built a house an I lived in it for 
several years paying taxes to the Govern- 
ment and that the plaintiff had nothing 
to do with the laid. The District Munsif 
decided the suit in favour of the plaintiff, 
and on appeal the Sudder Udalut Court 
confirmed the .judgment of the Munsif and 
observed as follows: — “it is clear that the 
land in dispute is within the mirasi of the 
plaintiff and, therefore, in disposing of the 
question at issue it will be necessary to 
c insider the privileges of the mirasidars , the 
customs of the province, and the grounds 
on which the defendants claim to continue 
the occupation of the ground. The mirasi- 
dars are the acknowledged hereditary pro- 
prietors of the soil. Those in Tanjore and 
other Districts in which mirasi right is re- 
cognised allow their paracudis or under- 
tenants and others to erect houses on their 
mirasi lands, but their doing so, neither 
destroys the mi rasidnrs' right to the land^, 
nor does it transfer the right to the 
piraculis. So long as the paracudis 
cultivate the minsidars' lands, they are 
entered in the accounts as piracudis , but 
on ceasing to do so, they are called 
c isawurgums, which the appellants airnit 
that they are. This change of denomination, 
however, does not in any way affect the 
relative position of the parties, and the 
assertion of the appellants that as casunir- 
gnms they are independent of the mirasi la >\ 
is not correct. On the contrary, the custom 
of the province is that, if a paracitly 
ceases to cultivate and becomes a casawur- 
gu , n , the mirasidar requires him to pay 
rent for a portion of his backyard which 
he would not do if he remained a p iracudy 
(See page 3 487 and 488 of the Mirasi 

Papers). 

In 1850 the Sudder Court decided that 

swamibhogam should be paid to the mirasi- 
dar by a tenant let in by Government. 
(Sadder Court Decisions, Volume I, 18oO, 
page 119). 

In 1857 the Sudder Udalut Court held that 

ulkudies bad a right to sublet the lan is 
they o^i spiel and that the mirasidars were 
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not entitled to e.jeot the sub-lessees (see 
page 577 of the Mirasi Papers). 

In 1860 the Sudder Udalut Court decided 
that where a mirasidar desired to eject a 
casawurgam tenant who liad been in 
possession of the property for a long time 
and had erected substantial buildings, the 
mirasidar was bound to compensate him for 
the value of the buildings (see page 5S5 of 
the Mirasi Papers). 

In 1861 the Sudder Court held that, 
where lands were abandoned and left 
waste by the original cultivators, they were 
at the disposal of the revenue authorities 
and that the former occupants had no title 
to eject the parties who may have been 
placed subsequently in possession in ac- 
cordance with the rules of the District and 
established usage (see page 500 of the 
Mirasi Papers). 

A similar view was taken in Punniakoti 
Mud ah' v. Mwt is a ,n / 1 1 3). 

In Muniappa Mudali v. Krsttiri Ranga 
Chariar (14) it was held that in mirasi 
villages the m i rasidars possessed the pro- 
prietary right in samudayam lands. 

In Sakka'i Ran v. Latch mana (laundan (4) 
the right of the mi rasidars to recover 
s.catantrams was raised. The plaintiff, as 
the sole m ira*idc. /, sued to recover posses- 
sion of lands and arrears of thvnnduiirioa 
arid thncmlnrarakuppaffimu. The lands 
wero granted to the defendant by the 
Revenue Officer, but it was not clear whe- 
ther the mirasidar had applied for the lands 
before the grant to the defendant. The 
first Court dismissed the suit in so far as it 
related to ejectment but passed a decree 
awarding the thoondut i rica claimed. The 
District Court was of opinion that the 
plaintiff, by omitting to take a revenue 
engagement for the lands, had relinquished 
his mirasi rights and reversed the decree 
of the lower Court. The High Court at first 
held that, though the omission of the mirasidar 
to cultivate might empower the revenue 
authorities to introduce a cultivator, it did not 
further prejudice the prescriptive rightsof the 
mirasidar and , that those rights would not be 
lost by the mirasidar' s declining to receive a 
patta for the lands. A review of the judg- 
ment was allowed and the case was re argued. 

(13) Sudder Court Derisions (1S62) j>. 2. 

(14) Sudder Court Decisions ( 1802) j». GO. 


A Full Bench of the High Court considered 
the reports of the Collectors set out in the 
Mirasi Papers and the orders of the Board 
of Revenue and the Government and was of 
opinion that from the variety of opinions 
expressed they could not lay down as a 
uniform rule that mirasidars were entitled 
to dues from cultivators bolding lands 
within the area of the mirasi estate under 
p'ttas from Government. They were of 
opinion that, where the right was denied, 
there should be enquiry whether by custom 
it prevails on the estate or if there are not 
sufficient instances on the estate to afford 
grounds for a decision on similar estates in 
the neighbourhood. A finding was called for 
on the following issue: Is the mirasidar 
entitled, by the custom of the estate or neigh- 
bourhood, to demand payment of any, and, 
if any, what dues from ryots cultivating, under 
patfas from the Government, lands for whioh 
the mirasidar has refused to engage?” 

Though it is expressly stated in the 
judgment that there has been no law depriv- 
ing the mirasidar s of any privileges they 
may have customarily enjoyed, their Lord- 
ships after a survey of various Government 
orders and opinions of officials were not pre- 
pared to lay down any general rule as to the 
rights of mirasidars but left the matter to bo 
decided on evidence in each locality. This 
decision marks an important departure from 
the attitude taken up by Courts previously 
and makes usago in each locality the criterion 
for coming to any conclusion as regards 
the rights of mirasidars. 

In 188 1 the rights of the mirasidars as 
against the Government came directly in 
question in respect of a piece of land within 
the mirasi village of Vyasarpadi. The plaint- 
iff alleged that the mirasidars of Vyasarpadi 
sold a portion of waste land situated in their 
iu/rast estate to him, that he was in posses- 
sion of the same, and that about the 26th 
April 1SS1 the Officiating Superintendent of 
the Gun Powder Factory, acting on behalf 
of and under instructions from Government, 
wrongfully took possession of the lan I and 
ejected him. The plaintiff claimed to recover 
possession of the land and also compensation. 
The Secretary of State for India filed a 
written statement pleading that the land 
was the property of the East India Company 
and subsequently became the property of the 
defendant and was in possession of 
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Government, that some persons erected a hut 
on the land and planted a hedge and in so 
doing committed trespass and that, after 
being warned to remove the said hut and 
hedge, they were removed by officers of 
Government. The suit came on for hearing 
before Sir Charles Turner sitting on the 
Original Side of the High Court and a decree 
was passed in favour of the plaintiff. The 
question for determination was whether by 
the Customary Law mirasidars had any title 
to the waste lands within the area of the 
vxirasi estate. With reference to mirasi rights 
to waste, Sir Charles Turner observes as 
follows: — One question constantly occurring 
was the rights of the mirasidar to waste. 
The better opinion appeared to be tha* he 
had a right to the waste, even though he 
paid no revenue for it, but that if he 
omitted to cultivate what was cultivable by 
paikarries , the Government might issue 
pattas to strangers for its cultivation. There 
resulted a long struggle between the mirasi- 
dars and the Government, the former unable 
to cultivate and unwilling to pay assessment 
on much of the land over which they claimed 
rights and on the other hand resisting the 
introduction of strangers. When pattas were 
granted to strangers, the mirasi right was not 
altogether lost and in some villages the 
mirasidars succeeded in obtaining from the 
ryors introduced by Government recognition 
of their interest in the soil by the payment 
of small cesses.” After referring to the state 
of things in Bengal where a satisfactory 
solution had been arrived at by the Regula- 
tion VI T of 1822, he observes as follows: — 
“From the authorities I have consulted in this 
and other cases which have come before the 
Court, I hold that mirasidars have in this 
part of the Presidency certain property in 
the waste and that property enables them to 
dispose of the occupancy of the land subject, 
of course, to the payment of revenue and that 
this property is not necessarily lost by non- 
payment of revenue. I need not refer to any 
further authority than the replies made by 
Mr. Plllis and Mr. Sankariah who was for 
many years sheristadar in the Huzcr )Cutcher* 
ry of Madras.” 

In Subbaraya Mudali v. Sub-Collector of 
Chingleput (12) the question of the mirasi - 
dors' right was considered. The plaintiffs, 
as mirasidars of the village of Vallipuram 
jn the Chingleput District, alleged that 


rs 


strangers made a darhhastiov certain lands in 
their village, that they objected to such a 
grant and claimed that a patta should be 
issued in their own names and that the 
lands should be put in their possession. The 
defendants pleaded that the lands, al- 
though formerly held in common by the 
mirasidars of the village, were subsequently 
relinquished, that it was competent for the 
revenue authorities to arrange for the cul- 
tivation of the lands without reference to 
the former registered pattadars , that the lands 
were unoccupied waste at the disposal of 
the Government when they were assigned 
to the defendants and that the Civil Courts 
could not take cognizance of the suit. 
The District Munsif held that the mirasi. 
had a preferential right to the lands 
that the grant of a patta to the 2nd 
3rd defendants was invalid and 
the Civil Courts had jurisdiction. 
District Judge held that the 
Court had no power to order the revenue 
authorities to transfer the registry of lands 
from one person’s name to another and that, if 
the mirasidars could be shown to have formally 
relinquished the plaint lands or acquiesced 
in such relinquishment by the former patta* 
dars acting as their representatives, they 
had no cause of action against any of the 
defendants. Holding that the claim of the 
plaintiffs was one which the Government 
was bound to recognise, he was of opinion 
that the plaintiffs had relinquished the lands 
and had no proprietary right to them.. Sir 
Charles Turner was of o pinion that, where 

a mirasidar ceases to cultivate waste lands 
within his m trnsi estate, or neglects to 
cultivate cultivable waste, the Govern- 
ment is at liberty to issue pattas to those 
lands to any stranger who will under- 
take to pay the assessment and that where 
there has been a mere relinquishment of 


da 
and 
and 
that 
The 


the revenue engagement by the mirasidar he 
does not lose his mirasi right. He was also 
of opinion that a Civil Court cannot compel 
the revenue authorities to make settlement 
with a particular person where the mirasidars 
had abandoned their engagemi nt and so 
given occasion to the revenue authorities 
to offer engagements to others. \\r. Justice 
Innes was of opinion that the mirasidars 
had abandoned their right and that the 
Collector w;.s consequently empowered to 
grant the lands to strangers, Where, 
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however, the relinquishment was not ab- 
solute but only for a period he was of 
opinion that, until the lands were sold for 
arrears of revenue, the Collector would have 
no power to dispossess the mirasidars 
absolutely. This case seems to have proceed- 
ed on the footing that a relinquishment 
by the mirasi Jars confers absolute power to 
Collectors to grant the lands to others and 
that the mirasidars cannot subsequently 
lay any claim against the persons to whom 
the lands have been granted by the Go- 
vernment. 

The view of Sir Charles Turner that 
it was open to the Collector to introduce 
strangers if the mirasidar does not pay the 
Government dues was considered and dis- 
sented from in Secretary of State v. Ashtamurthi 
(3), where it was held that the only remedy 
was a sale of the holding for arrears of re- 
venue and that the Government had no right 
to let in any new pattadar without having 
recourse to the remedies prescribed by Act II 
of 1864. Mr. Justice Shephard dissented from 
the view expressed by Sir Charles Turner and 
held that a suit would lie to compel the 
Collector to settle the assessment with the 
real owner and not with a third person. In 
dealing with the rights of jenmies in Malabar 
he compares them to those of mirasidars and 
observes as follows: — ' The rights of the jeu mi 
are certainly not less extensive than those of 
the mirasidar with which they have often 
been compared (see Mirasi Papers, page 434, 
and Appendix I). Vet the mirasidar is 
generally entitled to a prior right to under- 
take the cultivation and consequent assess- 
ment, Fakir Muhammad v. Tirumnl a Chari / 
(9), Mirasi Papers, page 219, and he does 
not lose any prescriptive rights he may have 
by the fact that patta is given to another, 
Subbaraya M tidal i. v. Sub-Collector of 
Chingleput (12).” Mr. .Justice Shephard evi- 
dently thought that Subbaraya Mudali v. 
Sub- ( 'a* lector if Chiugleput (12) was in 
favour of the mirasidars' preferential right. 

In Sivauth > Xairken v. A 'attn Ranga Chari 
(I; the dispute was between shrofriemdars 
ami m / ias/dars in respect of unpensation 
awarded by the Government for lands tak« n 
up under the Land Acquisition Act, I of lM> }.. 
The lands taken up were immemorial waste 
or jungle lands and the compensation amount 
represented the rent for the occupation of 
the land for five years as an artillery range 


and the value of the trees removed from it. 
The District Judge was of opinion that the 
shrotri Gaidar i were entitled to compensation 
as the evidence showed that they were actu- 
ally exercising their rights as owners of the 

land in question and leasing out those un- 
cultivated lands on long leases. Mr. Justice 
Davies and Mr Justice Benson were of 
opinion that the only question was whe- 
ther as mirasidars they were entitled to 
compensation for immemorial waste lands 
taken up under the Land Acquisition 
A3t, and observed that there was no 
allegation or evidenoe that such a right 
had ever been claimed or established against 
Government in villages where Government 
had not alienated its right to third parties. 
They observe as follows: — “ The rights of 
the m/ras/dars over immemorial wa^te (apart 
from their preferential right to cultivate) 
appear to be confined to grazing, cutting 
firewood and similar common privileges, as 
stated by the Board of Revenue in the pas- 
sage quoted in this Court's judgment in 
Sakka)/ Itau v. Latc-hmana Qauadan (4), but 
those rights were liable to he extinguished 
by the Government alienating the land. As 
already remarked there is nothing to show 
that the Government has ever treated the 
m/ras/dars as entitled to compensation for 
such curtailment of their communal rights. 
The sh rot rie mdcrs stand in the place of Gov- 
ernment in this case, and the evidence is 
that they have from time to time leased por- 
tions of the waste lands of the village to the 
m/ras/dars of the village, and sometimes to 
strangers without giving the mirasidars a 
share of the rent or other compensation. 
1 here is, moreover, the recent admission of 
one of the leading m/ras/dars , who is also an 
appellant, that in the village the * poramboke * 
lands belong to the shrot rie mdars: the * tarisa ’ 
or uncultivated lards which are not in the 
holding of anybody els6 do also belong to the 
shrofriemdars only’ (Exhibit B). ” Gavin- 
darayulu A ad/u v. Veukataramanjulu Nadiu , 
Appeal 8uit No. 6 of 1891, where the mirasi- 
dars were allowed a part of the compensation 
given for land taken up under the Land Ac- 
quisition Act, was distinguished on the ground 
that the facts were different. 

b rom the facts appearing in Si cant ha 
NaicJ cn v. A 'attn h'anga Chari (l) it is dear 
that the shrofriemdars Lid not the mirasidars 
wcie proved to have exercised aots of owner- 


INDIAN 0ASB8. 


971 


Voi. XL] 

SESHACHALA CHETTY V . PARA CH1NNASAMI. 

ship on the land. The observations of their 
- Lordships that the Government never treated 
the mirasidars as entitled to compensation 
for the abandonment of communal rights is 
not correct. The Mirasi Papers and the 
judgment of Sir Charles Turner in the Vya - 
sarpadi case show that compensation was 
awarded by the Government not only under 
decrees of Court but also out of Court. The 
decisions of the Sudder Court and the Pro- 
vincial Court of Chingleput, where the claims 
of the mirasidars have been distinctly recog- 
nised over waste land and where strangers 
introduced by Government have been ejected 
at the instance of the mirasidars , have not 
been noticed. Though the judgment is 
perfectly intelligible on the facts found 
that the shrotriemdars exercised acts 
of ownership over the land and the 
mirasidars admitted their rights, I am unable 
to follow it where the broad proposition 
was liad down that the rights of the 
mirasidars were liable to b9 extinguished 
simply by the fact that the Government 
gave pattas to third persons. 

Mr. Justice Benson, who was a party to 
Natesa Gramani v. Venkatarama Reddi (5), ex- 
pressly states in his judgment, when referring 
to Sivantha Naicken v. Nat in Ranga Chari ( 1 ), 
that the decision proceeded on the facts 
proved in evidence as to the particular 
village and does not lay down as a matter 
of law that poramboke lands in villages 
such as this in Chingleput District must 
necessarily be held to be the property of 
the zemindar. 

In Secretary of State v. Manjeshwar 
Krishnayya (2), a question arose as to 
the rights of the Government as regards 
forests and immemorial waste in South 
Canara District. This case has nothing to 
do with the mirasi rights in Chingleput 
District and, so far as the present question is 
concerned, it is only authority for the position 
that there is a general presumption in law 
that waste lands belong to Government. At 
page 2S2 there is the following observation:-- 
“Mr. Ellis compared the land tenures in 
Canara to those in the Arudi Karai villages 
to the South of the Coleroon on the East 
Coast, where the right of Government to 
the waste lands has now, after protracted 
contest, been established as against the 
mirasidars:' No reference has been made to 


any authority to establish the broad proposi- 
tion laid down. I agree with Mr. Justice 
Sankaran Nair in holding that, with the excep- 
tion of the observation in Sivantha Naicken v. 
Nattu Ranga Chari (l), which is explained 
in Natesa Gramani v. Venkatarami Reddi 
(5) as having been deoided not on any 
general principles of law but with reference 
to the facts of the particular case, there 
is no authority for the above observation, 
and that it should be treated merely as an 
obiter h'ctum. 

In Natesa Gramani v. Venkatarama Reddi 
(5) the question arose as to whether a 
second crop raised with water from certain 
ponds in poramboke or unassessed lands 
in the village was liable to any claim for 
rent by the zemindar. Both the Revenue 
Courts before whom the suit came on and the 
District Court on appeal found that in that 
village of the Chingleput District, poramboke 
or unassessed lands were generally the pro- 
perty of the mirasidars. The High Court 
accepting the finding decided in favour of 
the mirasidars. 

Though, at first sight, it appears that 
this case was decided on the concurrent 
findings of the lower Courts, the lower 
Courts seem to have arrived at the 
finding more with reference to the con- 
siderations as to the rights of the 
mir :sidars as set out in the Mirasi Papers 
than on the evidence which was very meagre. 
This case is, however, important as ex- 
plaining Sivantha Naicken v* Nattu 
Ranga Chari (L). In dealing with the 
case their Ljrdships Mr. Justice Benson 
and Mr. Justice Wallis observe as follows: — 
“With regard to Sivantha Naicken v. Nattu 
Ranga Chert (1), we think the decision pro- 
ceeded on the facts proved ,. .as to the particu- 
lar village and dees not lay down as a matter 
of law that poramboke lands in villages 
such as this in the Chingleput District 
must necessarily be hell to be the property 
of the zemindar .” 

Mr. Justice Sadasiva Aiyar is of opinion 
that “there can be little doubt that till 
1886 the inclination of the High Court 
was to hold that mirasidars had ownership 
rights in immemorial waste and in nattam 
sites also ” I do not think that the cases 
decided subsequently overrule the cases 
decided prior to 1886. 
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In 1891 a suit wag filed in the District 
Munsif’s Courtat Tiruvellore by one Bhashya- 
karlu Naidu, the ekabhoga in mirasidar of 
the Kathirvedu village, against the Secretary 
of State claiming to be the absolute proprietor 
of the gramannthnm in the village and 
seeking for a declaration of his title and 
an injunction restraining the defendant 
from levying any assessment on it. The 
written statement set up the absolute right 
of the Government to allot land for 
buildings and to allow cultivation on such 
lands as it thinks proper to the exclusion 
of the mirasidars. The second issue referred 
to the question of the absolute right set 
up by Government and the District Munsif 
held that, both on the general incidents 
of mirasi tenure and on the facts of the 
particular case, the mirasidar had a pro- 
prietary interest in the natlam but had no 
right to cultivate it as he pleased. 

Though the appeal by Government to 
the District Court was dismissed, the matter 
was not taken up to the High Court. 

Original Suit No. l.‘T> of 18S9 on the file 
of the Chingleput District Munsif’s Court 
was a suit by the mirasidar to recover 
the value of trees standing on the grama - 
natham p iramboke which had been cut 
by some Pariahs under orders of the Sub- 
Collector. The Government was a party 
to the suit. The plaintiff obtained a decree 
which was confirmed by the District Court 
and the Government did not carry the 
matter any further. 

Ir. Chinnnn v. Kondam Naidu (15) Mr. 
Justice Sadasiva Aiyar and Mr. Justice 
Spencer considered the nature of the 
ioondnvaram demanded by mirasidar s. Mr. 
Justice Sadasiva Aiyar was of opinion that 
the original mirasidar was entitled to demand 
from the ulkndi kndivnramdar some 
swahnitrams including what was called 
taondnwara m tho amount of which swat an* 
trams was a certain proportion of the gross 
produce raised by the nlkndi tenant. He 
considered sitalant ranr s* 'as a fraction of the 
fruits of the kud / raram right which frac- 
tion can never be lost by the mirasidar ’ 
Mr. Justice Spencer was of opinion that, 
when there was a body of m/rast prop? actors, 
there were three instead of two to share 


and that the toonduwaram was the 
landlord’s share. This view is supported 
by the observations of Collins, O. J., and 
Muthuswami Ayyar, J., in Chidambara 
Filial v. Thi ruvengadathiengnr (16). 

Appeal Suit No. 76 of 1891 was decided 
with reference to a dispute between the 
si rot rie m do r and the m i ra si dars of the vil- 
lage of UPukadu as to compensation. The 
land which was taken up by the Gov- 
ernment lay waste from time immemorial 
and was stony and incapable of cultivation, 
unless it was first levelled and cleared 
of stones. The mirasidars , although they 
admitted that the shrotr i emdar had the 
m diva ram right in the property, contended 
that, Uttukadu being a tnirrsi village, the 
kudiwa ram right vested in them. The 
District Judge dismissed the suit on the 
ground that the plaintiffs did not prove 
that they were m irasidars. On appeal their 
Lordships Mr. Justice Muthuswami Ayyar 
and Mr. Justice Best found on the evidence 
that the plaintiffs were mirasidars . They 
held that the sbrotriemdar and the mirasi* 
dars had in law a joint interest in the 
land taken up, and that the compensation 
should be apportioned between them both. 
The whole judgment proceeds on the 
footing that, if the plaintiffs proved that 
they were mirosidars of the village, their 
jnnt right to waste land followed as a 
matter of course. 

Reference has been made by Mr. Grant 
to the observations of Mr. Justice Bhasbyam 
Ayyangar in Madatbapu Ram ay a v. Secretary 
o/ State (7), to the effect that the gramana • 
tham or village site is presumably the freehold 
property of the Government, The natham in 
question was in the Kistna District where 
mirasi rights do not exist. There can he little 
doubt that in non- mirasi villages the control 
of the gramauatham vests in the revenue au- 
thorities and that they are at liberty to grant 
portions of it at their discret ion to applicants. 
1 need only refer to Collector of God avert v. Ja* 
nanavnla Pedda Pengayya (17) and Pntloor 
Boyanna v. Cohtsu Jsethu (S). In the case of 
imras/ villages different considerations pre- 
vail and the question is how far the 

(10) 7 M. L. J. 1. 

(17) 4 M. L. T. 440. 


(15) 23 I ml. Cuh. 113; 2t> M. L. .1. H>‘» ; 1 L. W. 41, 
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absolute right of Government to waste lands 
is controlled by such of the incidents of 
rn i/ asi tenure as are in force by virtue of 
custom or usage recognised by the British 
Government and enforced by judicial deci- 
sions of competent Courts. If the question 
was merely one of preference, the decision 
in Fakir Muhammad v. Tirumala GLariir 
(9). which was followed in Theivu Pandithan 
v. Secretary of State (18), would apply; but if 
the mirasidars have a proprietary interest in 
the soil the rights are capable of being 
enforced if ignored by Government. 

The conclusion I have come to is that 
while on the one hand the absolute right 
of the mirasidars to waste land has not 
been made out it is open to the mirasi- 
dars to prove that by custom or usage 
they have a proprietary interest in waste 
lands. Where such a right is proved the 
Government has no power to ignore the 
mirasidars and grant the land whether 
it be cultivable waste or other poramboke 
to strangers and the 'mirasidars can enforce 
their right by recovering possession The 
absolute right of the Government to do what 
it likes with the waste in mirasi villages 
has not been established. The various 
orders of the Court of Directors and the 
Local Government and the decisions I have 
already referred to negative any such 
right. 

It is argued by Mr. Grant that the effect 
of Act III of 1905 is to vest in the Gov- 
ernment all waste lands irrespective of 
any > ights which vested in the mirasidars 
before the date of the passing of the Act. 
It seems to me that the effect of Act III 
of 1' 05 is to vest in the Governrmnt lands 
which are not proved to be private property 
and t aat it is not a confiscatory measure. 
The « ffeet is simply to throw the burden of 
proof in cases of waste land, on persons 
who claim that it is their property. Even 
prior to the passing of Act III of 1905 
the effect of the judicial decisions was 
that prima facie waste lands vested 
in th 9 Government. I need only refer to 
Vyahmta Bapuji v. Government of Bombay 
(19) and Bhaskarappa v. Collector cf North 
Kane a (11), which were referred to 
with approval in Secretary of State v. 

(18; 21 M. 433 at p. 45S; 7 Ind. Dec. (x. s.) 66 h 

(19) 12 B. H. C. ». App. 1. 


Manjeshwar Krishnayya (2). As pointed 
out by Mr. Justice West in Bhaskarappa 
v. Collector of Aorch Kanara (ll), though 
the introduction of British rule did 
not extinguish the private rights already 
acquired, the principle from which we must 
start is that waste lands belong to the 
State. This, however, does nut prevent 
mirasidars from showing that by usage and 
custom they have a proprietary interest in 
the waste lands of a village and that the 
rights of Government are controlled by their 
rights. No doubt the right of the Govern- 
ment to see that lands do not lie waste 
while there are persons who are willing 
to engage with Government and cultivate 
the lands, entitles them to grant lands to 
strangers if the mu aside rs are unable or 
unwilling to bring waste lands under 
cultivation, but when they are willing and 
bona fide apply for waste lands, it is difficult 
to see how their claims can be rejected. 

I have hitherto dealt with waste lands 
in general, because it seems to me that 
oramanalham is only one of the kinds 
of por>. mboke and there is no difference in the 
principle between the rights of mirasidars 
to the various kinds of waste. So far as 
nattam is concerned, it is land which 
has been set apart for erection of dwellings 
for mirosidars and the ulkudi ryots and 
also for village servants (the cheri being 
the portion set apart for pavchamas and 
‘untouchables’). It was in all probability 
the original homestead of the settlers and 
the view taken by the Government in the 
Government Order of 1872 already referred 
to by ire was that it was communal pro- 
perty of the villagers. .1 am unable to accept 
the argument of Mr. Grant that though 
mirasidars may have preferential rights as re- 
gards cultivable waste, the unocoupied nattam 
is the absolute property of the Government 
and can be granted to anybody it pleases 
without reference to the needs of thu 
mirasidars. I am also unable to accept the 
contention of Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar that 
the gramanatJnm being land which cannot 
under any circumstances be assessed, the 
Government can have no right to dispose 
of the nattam , as the right to claim re- 
venue is the basis cn which the right of 
interference by Government in mirasi villages 
stands. The Government has always the 
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paramount right of disposing of waste 
lands subject, of course, to such vested 
rights (either in mirasidars or communities) 
as may be proved to exist. In mirasi 
villages, the division and allotment of 
waste was left to the mirasidars as parties 
entitled to occupy the land and quite 
competent to divide it among themselves 
according to local custom and known 
rights (Government Order, dated 8th March 
1856). It seems to me that the Govern- 
ment on the dissolution of village com- 
munities stands for executive purposes in 
their place and is clothed with all the rights 
of management which originally vested in 
the mirasidars jointly. There can be little 
doubt that, before the dissolution of the 
village communities, the affairs of the village 
were managed by the mirasidars in common. 
They were responsible for the distribution 
of lands, and they collected certain fees or 
meeras from the villagers to meet the ex- 
penses of the village. The dissolution of the 
village communities naturally vested in the 
Government the administrative duties which 
were formerly exercised by the mirasidars. 
The right of Government to allot lands to 
non ‘mirasidars and to put such persons in 
the position of ulkudi.es also gave the 
Government an interest in the nattam for, 
as a corollary to that right, the right of 
Government to grant sites in ?iattams 
followed. It would be against all principle 
to hold that, though the Government can 
confer waste lands on ryots, they ouinot 
give the ryots sites in the nattam to build 
on. The Government has, therefore, a double 
right in the nattam. One is the right 
of superintendence over the nattam which 
originally vested in the mirasidars collective- 
ly, and the other is to grant sites on the 
unoccupied portions of the nattam to ryots 
to whom they grant waste lands. 

I do not think Courts ought to attach 
much weight to the argument that any re- 
cognition of the rights of the mirasidars 
would work a great hardship on other sections 
of the community. There can be little 
doubt that mirasi rights are capable of 
abuse but the remedy is by legislation. 
As observed by limes, J., in Fakir Muham - 
mady. Tirnmala Chariar (9), the estimate of 
the conduct of the mirasidars in this respect 
would have no bearing on the' question of 
their rights. 


A review of the authorities leads me to 
the conclusion that the mere fact that Gov- 
ernment grants the whole or any portion of 
unoccupied gramanattam to strangers is no 
ground for holding that the preferential 
rights of the mirasidars are extinguished in 
cases where the mirasidars have proved the 
unoccupied nattam in the village has been 
used by them as communal property or has 
been treated by the Government as such. 

In considering whether the mirasidars have 
anything more than the ordinary rights of 
preference which are conferred on non- 
mirasidars by the darkhast rules framed by 
the Government, it is difficult to ignore the 
following facts: — 

(1) the resolution of the Court of Directors 
in 1844 and the Government Order in 

1.872; 

(2) the acknowledged fact that mirasidars 
had a right to levy tunduwaram, which has 
been defined by the Board of Revenue in 
their minute of the 5th January 1S18 as 
“the clear landlord’s rent” and by Mr. 
Maclean in his Manual of Administration 
as “the profits of the mirasidar owner after 
paying Government dues;” 

(3) the award of compensation to mirasi- 
dars where waste lands were acquired; 

(4) decrees of Court granting relief to 
nr'rasid its in suits for ejectment, which neces- 
sarily presuppose the possession of an interest 
in immoveable property; and 

(5) the framing of separate darkhast rules 
for the Chingleput District in 1S69 and the 
deliberate distinction between mirasi and 
other villages in the previous settlements 
of the District and in the Standing Order 
No. 39 of the Board of Revenue issued in 
1878, where “Collectors are directed to assert 
the prerogative of Government by making 
it known that except in zemindan villages, 
mirasi villages and villages which are private 
property, sites in gramanatham cannot be 
appropriated without permission.” I find 
myself unable to hold as a general rule 
that the preferential right of the mirasidars 
in mirasi villages is the same as that of ryots 
in non- mirasi villages. 

The materials before me are not sufficient 
to enable me to hold that the mirasi system 
is a well defined tenure with certain well- 
recognised incidents so as to euable one in 
every case to start with the presumption 
that the gramanatham is the exclusive pro- 
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perty of the mirasidars. The rights of 
mirasidars ^ in the various administrate 
Districts into which the territory formerly 
known as Tondaimandalam was divided 
after British occupation have not been uni- 
formly recognised by the Government and 
while in some districts the mirasidars' claims 
dwindled down into a mere preferential right 
they were more extensive in others. There 
can be little doubt that the ryotwari system 
introduced by the East India Company dealt 
a very severe blow on the communal hold- 
ing of property and destroyed village auto- 
nomy to a considerable extent. The grant- 
ing of separate pattas and the right claimed 
by Government to confer occupancy rights 
on non- mirasidars in case mirasidars refused 
to engage or committed default introduced 
radical changes in the communal principle. 
As observed by Sankaran Nair, J., “it is 
now difficult to say whether there is any 
presumption of mirasi right in any District 
or to what extent the village community 
have succeeded in preserving their rights.” 

The nature and extent of mirasidars ’ rights 
over waste in any particular district or 
portion thereof must be proved in each case, 
and I do not think that it can be laid 
down as an abstract proposition of law ihat 
the right to eject grantees from Government 
of sites in the nattam or clieri follows as 
a matter of course. Where, however, mirasi - 
dais prove that they have been enjoying 
the nattam as common property or that 
by custom or user they acquired rights 
over it, the mirasidars have the undoubted 
right of requiring the Government to recognise 
such rights and of ejecting persons brought 
on the nattam or chert by Government in 
violation of their rights. 

The reference to the Full Bench is general 
and I do not think it necessary to find 
whether in the present case the mirasidars 
have proved their alleged rights. This is 
a matter for the Divisional Court. 

To conclude I am of opinion that 

(1) in mirasi villages the rights of Govern- 
ment over waste (including nattam and 
cheri ) are subject to the rights of the 
mirasidars; 

(2) the nature and extent of such rights 
are not uniform throughout the Presidency 
but vary, and the onus is on the mirasidars 
to prove that any specified incident attaches 


to mirasi rights in any particular District, 

there being no presumption that gramana- 

thom is the exclusive property of the mirasi- 
aars; 

(3) the rights of mirasidars over waste 
are not extinguished by the mere fact that 
the Government grants pattas to strangers; 
and would answer the reference accordingly. 

Reference answered. 

V. R. p. 


FULL BENCH. 

Civil Revision Petitions Nos. 427 to 435 

ok 1916. 


January IS, 1917. 

Present:— Sir John Wallis, Kt., Chief Justice, 
Mr. Justice Sadasiva .Afjar and 
Mr. Justice Seshagiri Aiyar 

S. SUNDRAM AYYaR, Recover or the 
TANJORE PALACE ESTATE 
— Plaintiff — Petitioner in all 


• versus 

In C. R. P. No. 427 

RAMACHANDRA AYYAR — Defendant 

Respondent. 

In C. R. P. No. 428 

RENGASAMI AYYANGAR — Defendant’s 
Legal Representative— Respondent. 

In C. R P. No. 429 

SAMINATHA MUDALI — Defendant 

Respondent. 

In C. R. P. No. 430 

SELL ATAHAMM AL — Defendant 

Respondent. 

In C. R. P. No. 431 

MUTHUSAMI AYYAR — Defendant 

Respondent. 

In C. R. P. No. 432 

SAMINATHA AYYAR — Defendant — 

Respondent. 

In C. R. P. No. 433 

DORAISAMY AYYAR — Defendant 

Respondent. 

In C. R. P. No. 434 

KAS1NATHA AYYAR — Defendant 

Respondent. 

In. C. R. P. No. 435 

KALIAPERUMAL MUDALI — Defendant 

Respondent. 

Madras Estates Land Act (Mad. I of 1908J, s. 3 (2) 



076 


INDIAN OASES. 


I 


•SUN DRAM ATYAR t\ RAMACHANDRA AYYAR. 


(<1 ) — Tanjore Palace Palate, whether * estate' under 
the Act — Grants , ireesi maole , of land err nnc only , 
nhethrr 'estates' — ‘ I nail’, ‘jagir’, mcaniny of — Suits for 
rent dm- to Tanjore Palace — Jn risdiefion. 

'] lie Tan jorr Palace Kstate, \\ liicli is a grant by 
Government of land revenue alone to persons not 
owning the kudivaram right, is ail ‘estate* within 
the meaning of section 3 (2> d) of tie* Madras 
Estates Land Act. [p 980, col. l.J 

Section 3 (2) (d) of the Act does not exclude 
villages in the gi anted revenues of which the Govern- 
ment reserves no reversionary interest. [p. 98), 
col. 2.J 

The word Inam should not he given a restricted 
meaning r.nd includes all jayirs ami grants of a 
dignified character which for that reason are styled 
m ok ham and covering a number of villages in which 
Government do not claim a reversion, [p 980, col. l.J 
Suits for rent due to the Tanjore Palace Estate 
under section 77 of the Act are cognizable by the 
Revenue Courts, [p. 980, col. l.J 


Per Weltis. C. J. — Clause (d) of section 3 <2) of tin* 

Madras Estates Land Act restricts the operation of 

the Act by including only the inams therein men- 

tioned, thereby excluding the so-called minor inaws, 

but the definition as a whole clearly shows the 

% 

general intention of the Legislature to include all large 
estates held directly under Government and clause 
\c) extends it to (‘states consisting of one or more 
villages noi held directly under Government but as 
a permanent under-tenure, [p. 979, col. 2. ) 


All jay ire are a species of inams , though there are 
many kinds of inams that are not jnyiis. [p. 980, 
col. l.J 

Per Sada.ira Aiyar t J. — When a Madras Stat ute uses 
the word l i iam\ it does not signify a gift of what- 
ever kind of property by a superior individual of 
whatever status to an inferior, [p 98 i, col. 1 ] 


Civil revision petitions, under section 115 
of Act V of 1908, praying the High 
Court to revise the decrees of the District 
Court, Tanjore, it. Appeal Suits Nos. 721 
to 727, 432 and v25 of 1915, respectively, 
preferred against those of the Revenue 
Divisional Officer, Kumbakonam, in Rent 
Suits Nos. 27, 29. 32 to 31, 30, 5 ' , 4 and 
2 of 1914, respectively. 

These petitions coming on for hearing on 
the 29th November 19,(, upon perusing 
the petitions, the judgments and decrees 
of the If wer Courts and th« records in 
the case*, and uj »n hearing the arguments 
of Mr. A. I'. K ii shame (u n Aiyar, for the 
Petitioner in all i he petitions, of Messrs. 
0 . N. Ramachtnulra Aiyar and A. V Visa a- 
nalha Kastri, for the Respondent in Civil 
Revision Petition No. 427 of 1916, and 
of Mr. (1. S. Uamuc/tandra Aiyar, for the 
Respondents in Civil Revision Petitions 
Nos. 428, 423 and 431* of 1916, and the 
Respondents in the remaining petitions not 


appearing in person or by Pleader, and the 
cases having stood over for consideration 
till the 5th December 1916, the Court 
(Ayling and Seshagiri Aiyar, JJ.), made 
the following 

ORDER QF REFERENCE TO A FULL 

BENCH. 

Ayling, J. — These petitions involve the 
consideration of a single point only, but 
one of great and far-reaching importance, 
namely, whether the Tanjore Palace Estate is 
an estate within the meaning of sectiou 3 (2) 
of the Madras Estates Land Act, I of 1993. 

The suits out of which they arise were filed 
under the provisions of section 77 of that Act 
in the Court of the Revenue Sub-Divisional 
Officer of Kumbakonam. No question cf 
jurisdiction was raised in that Court; but, 
on appeal to the District Judge, the 
latter, apparently of his own initiation, , 
raised the point, and decided that the Tanjore 
Falace Estate was not an estate within 
the meaning of the Madras Estates Laud 
Act; and that, inconsequence, the Revenue 
Court had no jurisdiction. He accordingly 
returned the plaints for re-presentation to the 
proper Court. This is the order which is 
sought to be revised. 

The District Judge relied solely on a 
recent unreported decision of a Bench of 
this Court in Second Appeal No. 2661 of 
1913,* which, on the face of it, is clear 


"MADRAS HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 2-6' ok 1913. 

November 23, 19 lo. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Sudusivi Aivnr nml 

w 

Mr. Justice Napier. ** 

SUNDARAM IYER, Receiver and Manager, 
Ral.uk Estate, Tanjore Plain tiff— Appellant 


versus 

LEVA SANKARA 1U1UT- )i:kkni>ant— 

Respondent. 

Second appeal against the deem of the Court of 
the Temporary Subordinate Judge, Tanjore, in 
Appeal Suit No. 10?8 of 1911, pref» rred against that 
ot the District Mnnsif, Tanjore, in Original Suit No. 
344 of 1908. 

Mr. T. R IV nka ta ra nut Suslri , for the Appellant. 

Mr. (». S. Ramachamlra Iyer, for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Napier, J. — This was a suit by the Receiver of 
the Tanjore Palaee Estate to recover possession of 
certain lands in the possession of the defendant 
alleged by the plaintiff to be held on a tenancy from 
year to year. The defendant relied on the terms of 
the much ilika Exhibit A dated June 13th, 1889, given 
to him by the Public Works Depaitment authorities, 
as creating a permanent tenancy and alternatively 
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authority on the point. The petitioner’s 
Vakil was forced to contend that the 
decision was wrong: and some argument 
was addressed to us on both sides regard- 
ing this. Speaking for myself, I do not 
think I should have felt justified, as a 
result of that argument, in refusing to 
follow that decision, if it had been reported 
in the authorised series. But at the very 
end of the argument, we found that the 
learned Judges had declined to allow the 
case to be reported on the ground that 

contended that he was entitled to permanent rights 
of occupancy under the Madras Estates Land Act. 
The lower Appellate Court found that the defendant 
had a right of occupancy and the plaintiff appeals. 
Both defences are relied on in this Court. With 
regard to Exhibit A, it is sufficient to say that 
it is no more than a license to cut Nanai jungle 
on t lie light bank of the Vaunar river from year 
to year and in no sense a lease of the land, far less 
a permanent lease. The Public Works Department 
clearly had neither the intention nor the authority 
to grant any such lease. The Government order 
of February 25th, 1889, in pursuance of which the 
so-called lease was executed, informed the Public 
Works Department authorities that the Tanjore Palace 
Estate was entitled to the grass grown on the 
Padugais and directed the crediting to estate 
funds of grass cut there. In consequence of these 
directions the right to cut grass was leased by the 
Executive Engineer for the benefit of the estate 
and the lease was in 1895 transferred to the 
Palace Estate. This contention, therefore, fails. The 
next contention has raised very large questions as to 
the nature of the interest vested in the Tanjore Royal 
Family in these lands bj their restoration to thefanrly 
and the effect of the Act of State on the rights 
of the tenants in possession. We do not propose 
to consider these questions, as we are satisfied that 
the estate does not come within the puryiew of the 
Madras Estates Act at all, w hether the kudivaram 
interest is vested in the estate or not. It is clearly 
not within clauses (a), f6) and (c) of section 3. The 
only clause that could possibly apply is clause (<l),any 
village of which the land revenue alone has been 
grantedin inam to a person not owning the kudivaram 
thereof, provided that the grant has been made, 
confirmed or recognized by the British Govern- 
ment. The history of the grant is well known 
and it is to be found in the reports in Secretary 
of State v. Kamachee Boye Sahaba (1 )and Jijoyiamba Bayi 
Saiba v. Kamakshi Biyi Sciba (2). The Governor-in- 
Council in exercise of the sovereign rights of the 
Crown made over the estate to the senior widow with 
succession to the daughter of the late Kajali or failing 
her, the next heirs of the late Rajah [ vide Jijoyi- 
amba Bayi Saibi v. Kamakshi Bayi Saiba (2)]. It 
was held in that case that this grant was a grant 

(1) 7 M. I. A. 476; 13 Moo. P. C. 22; 7 W. R. (Eng.) 
722; 4 W. It. (P. C.i 42; 1 Suth. P. C. J. 373; l.|Sar. 
P. C. J. 684; 19 E. R. 388; 132 R. R. 7. 

(2) 3 M. H. C. R. 424. 

62 


it had not been fully argued. In these 
circumstances, we felt some difficulty as 
to the best course to adopt. The argument 
addressed to us was certainly not of such 
a nature that we should like to base the 
decision of an important point on it. Both 
the learned Vakils were clearly to some 
extent influenced by the existence of the 
previous decision. I should not be prepared 
to come to a different conclusion without 
a much more exhaustive consideration of 
the question. The importan ce of the point 

of grace and favour by Government ( vide page 
4*15 ) and this language does accord with the 
natural meaning of t lie word inam. We are satisfied, 
however, that we have not to look to the natural mean- 
ing of the word in construing the clause. “Granted 
in inam ” is a phrase with which the Courts are 
very familiar and inam has acquired a definite 
meaning since the Inam Settlement. It was 
poiuted out in argument that a forfeited zemin- 
dar i when re-granted is, broadly speaking, “granted 
in inam ” but it is never called an mam. One 
peculiar feature in inam s has always been 
the iutention of the Government to reserve a re- 
versionary right, whether the grant be personal, 
service or religious. When the grant is personal, 
that right has been the subject of enfranchise- 
ment by the Commission. Could it be suggested 
that Government has at any time contemplated 
the position that enfranchisement would give a 
better title for the heirs of the late Rajah:-' Both 
the circumstances of the grant and its subsequent 
treatment are against any such supposition. The 
language of the Despatch of the Secretary of State of 
October 23rd, 1862, was that “His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment was willing to relinquish to the surviving 
members of the late prince’s family the benefits 
accruing from these possessions.” The word 
relinquish is, I think, indicative. Nowhere is the 
o-rant termed inam, whereas later on in the same 
Despatch the Secretary of State approves of the 
decision of the Madras Government that “Certain 
alienations of the nature of inam should be dealt 
with by the Inam Commissioner.” In the 
District * Manual, the rnokhasa (as it is there, 
rather loosely, termed), although stated to be treated 
jor all practical purposes as an unenfranchised inam, 
is carefully distinguished from inams properly so- 
called. To conclude, the nature of the estate is far 
more analogous to a permanently settled estate 
though there is, of course, no revenue liability on 
it. We cannot include it in the class dealt with 
in clause ( d ) merely because of the literal mean- 
incr of the word inam. The respondent, therefore, 
cannot treat it as an estate and his claim to 
permanent rights of occupancy fails. The second 
appeal will be allowed with costs, plaintiff being 
given a decree for possession with mesne profits 
at Rs. 7 per annum from April 1st, 1908, till 

delivery in execution or three] years from the 
date, whichever first occurs. 

Sadasiva Aiyak, J.— T concur. 
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^as already been referred to. The Tanjore 
Palace Estate embraces nearly 200 villages 
and extends over a large tract of country, 
I believe it has been assumed, from the 
very enactment of Act I of 1908, that it 
came within the scope of the latter’s opera- 
tion as an estate:” and the number of 
decisions of this and subordinate Courts 
based on this assumption must be very 
large. In faot the dislocation and confusion 
which would be the logical result of the 
unreported decision being followed are so 
great that the necessity of resort to legis- 
lation might have to be considered. 

In these circumstances I think we are 
justified in referring the question to a 
Full Bench and would state it as follows: — 

„ Whether the Tanjore Palaoe Estate is an 
estate” within the meaning of section 3 (2) 
of Act I of 1908 ? 

Seshagiri Aiyar, J.— The short point is 
whether the Tanjore Palace Estate is an 
estate within the meaning of that expres- 
sion in seotion 3 (2) of Aot I of 1908. 
There can be no doubt that it is not 
covered by clauses (a), ( b ), (c) and («). 
Does it come under clause (d) ? The 
proprietor, by whatever name he might have 
been known in the past, does not own the 
kudivaram right in the village in his pos- 
session. It is conceded that the grant to him 
was only of the land revenue. It was a grant, 
if any, by the British Government. The 
further question is whether the villages 
were granted in inam. Before dealing with 
this question, it may be stated that it is not 
conceded that there was any grant by the 
Government. Mr. G. S. Ramachandra 
Aiyar suggested that it was a case of a 
retention of a portion of the Raj and the 
relinquishment of the rest to the British 
Government. It may also be put the other 
way. See Hickey’s book on the Tanjore Palace 
Estate, Appendix 03, and also Jiioyiamba 
Bayi Baiba v. Kamakshi Bayi Saiba (1). 
Assuming that there was a grant, was it an 
inam grant ? 

In Second Appeal No. 2661 of 1913, 

Sadasiva Aiyar and Napier, JJ., held that the 

villages belonging to the estate did not come 

under clause ( d ). Jn that case the point was 

conceded in the Courts below and was only 

incidentally raised in the High Court. 

Consequently the question was not fullv 
(I) 3 M. 11. C. R. 124. 
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argbed. t was informed by one of the 
learned Judges that the decision requires 
re-consideration. The other learned Judge, 
in refusing to give permission to publish the 
decision in the Indian Law Reports, has left 
a^note that the case was not fully argued. 
Nonetheless, the decision has been followed 
by the District Judge in the present case; 
and we are informed that a large number 
of cases await the decision of this case. 

The matter in controversy relates to the 
meaning to be attached to the term “ gr . nted 
in inam." The learned Judges inclined to 
the view that, unless there is the incident of 
resumability, there can be no inam. The 
meaning given in Wilson’s Glossary does not 
support this view. In Guide Rajaha Raje 
Bommarauz e Bahadur v. Pemmasamy Yen - 
katadry Xaidoo (2) the Judicial Committee 

seem to contemplate an inam which may not 
be resumed. 


1 am not prepared to accept Mr. Krishna- 
swami Aiyar’s contention that there can be 
no mam unless it be conferred by the Govern- 
ment. I do not understand Raghojirao Saheb 
v. Lakshmanarao Saheb (3) laying down 
such a proposition. The learned Vakil 
argued that it is of the essence of an inam 
that it is permanent. It may be that per- 
manency and heritabil ity attach to an inam 
so long as it is not resumed. The observations 
of Bashyam Aiyangar, J., i n Gunnaiyan v. 
Kamakchi Ayyar (4) were relied upon for the 
proposition that the Government has no right 
to resume even a service inam. As at present 
advised, I am not prepared to accede to this 
proposition. What was held in that case was 
that by the enfranchisement there was no 
resumption and re-grant. I do not understand 
that decision as laying down that the Govern- 
ment could not have resumed the land under 
any circumstances. See Boddupalli Jagan - 
nadham y. Secretary of State (5) and 
bnbramanuun Chettiar v. Secretary of State 
(6) and ladikonda Buchi Virabhadrayya 
v. Sonti Venkanna (7). 

. 7 M * L A - 128 at p. 133; 4 W. R. (P. C.) 121; 1 

iMith P. C. J. 300; 1 Sar. P. C. J. 037; 19 E. R. 258. 

(3) 16 Inch Cns. 239; 30 B. 639; 16 C. W. N. 105S; 
23 M. h. J. 383; 12 M. L. T. 472; (1912) M. W N 

n (4) '>0 m° 339 ’ R ‘ 1226; 17 C * L> J * 17 » 39 L A ’ 202.' 

(5; 27 M. lo! 

(0) 28 Imh Cas. 039; (1915) M. W. N. 276; 2 L. W. 
353; 28 M. L. J. 392. 

(7) 20 liul. Cas. 709; (1913) M. W. N. 782; 24 M. 
L. J. 659. 
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On the other hand, there is no authority 
for saying that, unless a grant possesses 
the characteristics of resu inability, it should 
not be regarded as an inam . In the 
fifth report of the Madras Presidency, 
Volume II, page 14, the nature of the 
inam or beneficial grant is stated at some 
length. It is clear that the Moghul Gov- 
ernment made non-resumable inam grants. 
That the British Government, in the 
earlier years of its administration, granted 
many inams is evident from numerous 
grants made by them. This practice was 
objected to by the Board of Directors in 1822 
and 1829 and was practically abandoned since 
then. There is no reason for supposing that 
the grants by the British Government always 
partook of the character of resumability. 

It is not necessary to discuss the matter 
much further, as, in my opinion, the ques- 
tion is one of great importance and should 
be settled by a Full Bench of this Court- 

I agree, therefore, that the question 
suggested by my learned brother should be 
referred to the decision of a Full Bench. 


These civil revision petitions coming 
on for hearing, in pursuance of the above 
order, on the 10th January 1917, upon perus- 
ing the said Order of Reference, and upon 
hearing the arguments of the Counsel on both 
sides and the cases having stood over for con- 
sideration till this day, the Court expressed 
the following 

OPINION. 

Wallis, C. J — The repealed Rent 
Recovery Act, VIII of 1865, contained in 
section 1 a comprehensive definition of 
“landholders,” and proceeded to regulate 
the relations of certain classes of land- 
holders enumerated in section 3 with their 
tenants, as those holding under them were 
called, leaving other landholders unres- 
tricted. The classes who were made 
the subject of this special legislation were 
broadly speaking, with one exception, 
assignees of land revenue, and ordinary 
Government ryots paying the full assessment 
direct to Government were unaffected. In 
the present Act the line is drawn by the 
definition of “estate” in section 3 (2), which 
has been adapted from the definition of 
“estate” in section 4 of the Madras Pro- 
prietary Estates Village Service Act, II 


of 1894. Clause ( d ) restricts the operation 
of the Act by including only the inams 
therein mentioned, thereby excluding the 
so-called minor inams , but the definition 
as a whole clearly shows the general 
intention of the Legislature to include all 
large estates held directly under Government, 
and clause (e) extends it to estates consisting 
of one or more villages not held directly 
under Government but as a permanent under- 
tenure. The presumption, therefore, is that it 
was the intention of the Legislature to apply 
the provisions of the Act to the numerous 
villages constituting the Tanjore Palace 
Estate, though it is, of course, necessary 
to show that they come within one or 
other of the classes of the definition. The 
villages in question formed part of the 
territories of the Rajah of Tanjore, as to 
which he agreed by the treaty of 1799 to 
cede the collection of the revenues and the 
administration of justice to the East India 
Company. By some arrangement come to 
at the time the Company refrained from 
enforcing its rights under the treaty to the 
revenue of these villages, and they remained 
in the enjoyment of the Rajahs until the 
death of the last Rajah, when his territories 
were taken possession of on behalf of the 
Crown by an act of state. It was expressly 
decided in Baboo Beer Pertab Sahee v. Maha- 
rajah Rajender Pertab Sahee (8) that these 
villages, forming the so-called private estate 
of the Rajah, then became the property of 
Government; and some years later they 
were granted as a matter of grace and 
favour to the widows of the late 
Rajah and after them to his daughter, 
or failing her his next heirs, as held by this 
Court in Jijoyiamba Bayi Saiba v. Kamakshi 
Bayi Saiba (1). It is admitted that the 
kudivaram right in the suit village, and 
in almost all the other villages, does not 
belong to the estate; and these villages are, 
therefore, villages of which the land revenue 
alone has been granted by the British Govern- 
ment to persons not owning the kudiva- 
ram right, and they, therefore, come 
within olause (d) if they can be said 
to have been granted in inam ” within the 
meaning of the section. The definition of 
the v70T&.inam in Wilson’s Glossary expressly 

covers irresumable revenue-free grants 
(8) 12 M. I. A. 1; 9 W. E. (P. C.) 15; 2 Sutk. P. C. 

J. 1 L4; 2 Sar. P. C. J. 348; 20 E. R. 241. 
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or assignments of revenue such as this. The 
word inam" as held by the Privy Council 
in Roghopran Snheb v. Lakshmanran Saheh S3; 
is a term of wide signification, wide enough, 
as held ,n Sam v. Ramalinga Muilaliar 19) to 
include jagirs which, however, are separately 
mentioned in clause (c) of the definition. The 
meaning of the term jagir is discussed in that 

ease, and I agree with theobservation of Coutts 

Trotter J., that all jagirs are a spec es of 
mams, though there are many kinds of mams 
that are not jagirs. The terms jagir and jagir - 
dar were terms of some dignify, and were 
used in the grants themselves or by the 
grantees for that reason. The grant now 
in question appears to have been commonly 
spoken of as a mokhasa grant, and though 
it cannot be said to have been granted as 
what is understood as mokhasa tenure 
the use of the word goes to show that 
it was regarded as an mam of a dignified 
character. There was no distinctive word 
for a peculiar inam of this kind, and it was 
probably thought better to use the word 
mokhasa, though not strictly applicable, rather 
than to describe the grantees merely as 
inamdars, a term which inoludes large 
numbers of petty grantees in very humble 
circumstances. There is, in my opinion, no 
sufficient ground for supposing that it was 
intended to exclude from the operation of 
section 3 2) (</) grants which were irresum- 
able, as the fact that they were irresum- 
able would not be a ground for excluding 
them, having regard to the policy of the 
Act. 1 am not satisfied that the rules for 
the adjudication and settlement of inam 
lands of lb’59 have any bearing on this 
question. Under rule 4 personal or sub- 
sistence grants, such as this, if inquired 
into, would have simply been confirmed 
according to their tenor, that is to say, as 
revenue-free and irresumable. However this 
may be, 1 do not think these rules afford 
any ground fir putting a restrictive con- 
struction on the word inam ns used by the 
Legislature in the Act of 190S, especially 
when the result of so doing would be to 
exclude from the operation of tho Act a 
large estate which there is no other reason 

for excluding. 1 would answer the question 
in the affirmative. 

Sadasiva Aiyar, J.-l fake it (bat, though 
the question referred to us is ns rrgaids 
(!') 34 Jud. Cns. M3; o0 M. L J. COO; 40 M. 6t>4. 
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the whole of the Tanjore Palace Estate 
consisting among other things of about 1 90 
villages, our answer is to be confined to the 
7 nolchasa Ullikadai village within whose 
limits are situated all the subject-matters 
of the suits out of which these revision 
petitions have arisen. As regards this village, 
it seems to have been conceded by the 
respondents’ Vakil before the referring 
Bench that the land revenue alone belonged 
to the Tanjore Palace Estate. I concur 
entirely with my lord as regards the 
whole estate that there was a new grant 
in 1 S62 to the Rajah’s senior widow by 
the British Government. That new grant 
related to the Government revenue alone 
(according to the admission above mention- 
ed) so far as tho arable lands of the Ullikadai 
village were concerned. 

I ho next question is whether the grant 
of the revenue of this village can be called 
a grant in inam' by the British Govern- 
ment and whether the definition of estate 
found in clause 2 (d) of section 3 of the 
Madras E dates Land Act applies to this 
village. I onourred with Mr. Justice 
Napier in his judgment in Second Appeal 
No. 26ol of 1913 in which he held that 
in the phrase ‘granted in inam,' the word 
inam should be given a definite and re- 
stricted meaning which (according to my 
said learned brother) that word had acquired 
in the Madras Presidency since the days of 
the first Inam Settlement. That restricted 
and definite meaning (if 1 understood his 
judgment aright) was a grant of lands or 
land revenue made in such a manner that 
a reversionary right could be claimed by 
the British Government in the subject of 
the grant on the occurrence of certain events. 
As no such reservation was intended in the 
case of the grant of revenue of any of the 
villages of the Tanjore Palace Estate, we 
held in Second Appeal No. 266 1 of 1913 
that it did not consist of villages whose 
revenues were granted ‘in inam'. The Gov- 
ernment never seems to have contemplated 
the registration of these villages as inam 
villages or to include them in the list of 
warn villages to be entered in the Registra- 
tion Records relating to such villages. There 
seems to have been no intention to instruct 
the inam Commissioners or the Inam Settle- 
ment Officers to deal with any of these 
Palace Estate villages by way of contirma- 
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tion or of modification of the grant of 1862. 

No doubt, the word inam ’ means “gift 
or benefaction” in the widest and most 
popular sense of that Arabic term, which has 
passed practically into every one of the 
vernacular languages of India. It is a gift 
by a superior to an inferior and is applied in 
popular language to any gift, whether of 
moveables or immoveables and of however petty 
a value. But it has also got several restrict- 
ed meanings, such restricted meanings vary- 
ing in different parts of India. Wilson says, 
In India, and especially in the south, and 
amongst the Marathas, the term was special- 
ly applied to grants of land held rent free, 
and in hereditary and perpetual occupation.” 
Then he says, the tenure came in time to 
be qualified by the reservation of a portion 
of the assessable revenue, or by the exaction 
of all proceeds exceeding the intended value 
of the original assessment.” He says further 
on that the term was also vaguely applied 
to grants of rent-free land without reference 
to perpetuity or any specified conditions.” 
He likewise mentions very numerous dis- 
tinctions among the tenures called "/uams” 
(See also pages 38 to 41 of Mr. Rama 
Doss’ Book on the Estates Land Act). 

It is thus dear that when a Madras Statute 
uses the word inam\ it does not signify 
a gift of whatever kind of property by a 
superior individual of whatever status to an 
inferior. Some restriction of the above very 
wide general significance being assumed (the 
Inam rules found in the Board’s Standing 
Orders, Volume 2, paragraph 52, the Proceed- 
ings of the Inam Commissioner and the 
Regulation IV of 1862, all these also evi- 
dently implying such a qualification), Mr. 
Justice Napier’s opinion was that the Legis- 
lature, when talking of a grant "in inam”, 
could have had in its contemplation only 
grant in the subject of which the Govern- 
ment had retained some reversionary interest 
to be enforced in certain contingencies. I 
am free to admit that the knowledge of my 
learned brother Mr. Justice Napier as regards 
revenue matters and revenue regulations 
and his long official experience of such 
questions (through official contract with the 
higher Revenue Officers of the Government) 
being much more extensive than I could 
profess to claim, I without much hesitation 
deferred to his opinion on the- question, 
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Even after tho full arguments which I have 
heard in this Full. Bench Reference, I cannot 
say that the view which Napier, J., and 
myself took in Second Appeal No. 2661 of 
1913 is wholly unsupportable. 

But as my lord the Chief Justice, whose 
experience and whose knowledge of the 
history, policy and progress of the legisla- 
tion which resulted in the passing of the 
Madras Estates Land Act is, if I may say so 
with respect, unique, is of opinion that the 
Legislature could not have intended in the 
definition in clause ( d ) of section 3 (2) to 
exclude villages in the granted revenues of 
which the Government reserved no rever- 
sionary interest, I agree that the opinion 
contra expressed in the decision in Second 
Appeal No. 2661 of 1913 should be over- 
ruled, especially because (as pointed out by 
Mr. Justice Ayling in his referring judgment) 
the preponderating balance of convenience 
is in favour of not restricting unduly the 
meaning of the phrase ‘‘granted in inom”. 

Seshagiri Aiyar, J. — The further argu- 
ments addressed to us have confirmed me in 
the view I took in the Order of Reference. 

I entirely agree with the opinions expressed 
by the learned Chief Justice. 

Reference answered 
in the affirmative , 

PRIVY COUNCIL. 

Appeal from Calcutta Hjgh Court. 

January 24, 1917. 

Present : — Lord Parker of Waddington, 

Lord Sumner, Sir John Edge and 
Sir Lawrence Jenkins. 

Raja RANJlT SINGH BAHADUR— 
Defendant — Appellant 

versus 

Srimati KA.LI DASI DEBI and others — 

Plaintiffs — Respondents. 

Bengal Village Choivkidari Act (VI B. C. of 1870J, 

88 49,50,51 — Bengal Decennial Settlement Regulation 
(VIII of 1793J, ss. 36 to 41 — Patni tenure — Chowkidari 
chakra u lands, resumption of —Permanent Settlement 
— Zemindar, rights of. 

Chowkidari Chnkran lands resumed by Govern- 
ment and transferred to the zemindar under Bengal 
Act VI of 1870 pass by virrue of such transfer to 
the holder of a patni lease of the villages within 
which such lands are situate, [p. 9°6, col. 2.] 

The prima facie title of the zemindar to Chakran 
lands within his district is recognised by the Per- 
manent Settlement. The zemindar’s interest in such 
lands, in the absence of express provision to the 
contrary, passes under a patni grant [p. f85, col, l, 
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Nof only does Bengal Act VI of 1870 recognise 
the existing title of the zemindar to the lands 
resumed, but the estate taken by tho zemindar 
under the order of transfer is in confirmation and 
by way of continuance of his existing estate, and 
when the zemindar or those through whom he 
claims enter or have entered into contracts affecting 
his existing estate, the rights of third parties under 
such contracts are preserved, [p. 986, col. 2 .] 

Consolidated appeals from two judgments 
and twenty decrees of the Calcutta High 
Court, passed in second appeal from various 
Courts in the Birbhum District. 

FAC I’S. — Twenty suits were brought by 
various plaintiffs to recover possession from 
the defendant Raja, who holds large Zemin- 
daris in the Birbhum District, of Chowki- 
dari Chakran lands resumed by Government 
and transferred to him under Bengal Aot Vf 
of lb70. Each plaintiff was the patnidar 
or dar- patnidar of the village within which 
the lands subject of the suit were situate. 
In these suits in which the dar-patnidar was 
plaintiff, the patnidar was made a defendant. 
The decree in each suit was in favour of 
plaintiff and was confirmed on appeal by 
the High Court. 

Hence this appeal. 

Messrs. De Grnyther , K. 0., and Eddis, for 
the Appellant. 

Sir II. Erie Richards , K. C. y Messrs. Dunne , 
and If. AT. Sen , for Punchanani Dasi (Respon- 
dent in several appeals). 

Sir IV. Garthjov Mina Kunwari Devi (Re- 
spondent in one appeal.) 

Several other respondents did not ap- 
pear. 

Mr. De Gruyther , K. C , for the Appellant. 
—The Village Chowkidari Act 1870 (Bengal 
Act VI of 1870) does not apply to Chowki- 
dar Chakran lands unless they were excluded 
from the Revenue Settlement. The onus 
of showing that they were so excluded is 
on the Government. The very fact of those 
lands falling under the Act shows that they 
were not included in those settled with the 
Zemindar. 


Srcrctari/ of State v. Kirtibas Rhnpati Hat 
chandun Muhapatra (l), Ram Chandra Bha 
Dm v. Secretary of State (2). 

(1) 26 link Gas. 6/6; 12 I. A. 60 at im. 61 3*) 4 
12 C. 710; 19 C. W. N. 65; 17 Bom. \, R. 32- 21 0 
.1. 61; 1? M. L. T. 1 ; 2 J. W. 11 ; 28 Al. L. J. 

( J . C . ) . 

(-> :i ~ ]"fl. (•«». 223; 20 C. W. N. 1245; 20 J| L 
(1010) 2 M. W. K. 1 7r>; 4 L. W. 201, 14 a' L 
JOOO; 18 B<mi. I,. I(. 838; 2-1 C. L. .1. 200; 31 M L 

745; -13 C. 1104; 43 I, A. 172 (P. C.). 
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Here the Chowkidari Chakran lands did 
not belong to the Zemindar at the date of 
the patni leases. The profits of these lands 
were not taken into account in fixing the 
assessment. The Zemindar had no right in 
the lands under Bengal Regulation VIII of 
1793; he merely had a certain call on the 
services of the ChoAkidars. Bengal Regula- 
tion XXII of 1793 gives the right of nomi- 
nating Chowkidars to the Zemindar: there 
is no authority to the effect that such right 
passed to the patnidars and no suggestion 
that the patnidars in fact exercised suoh 
right. 

Bengal Regulation VIII of 1793 is relied 
on as showing that the Zemindar had the 
proprietary right in these lands, but section 
4 of that Regulation only covers cases where 
Government assessed rent or revenue on the 
lands. Here no revenue was assessed. 

Our title to these lands is a new title 
under Aot VI of 1S70 arising long after 
the patni leases were made. 

At first the Police in Bengal came under 
the Zemindars — Harington’s Analysis, 
Volume I, pages 459, 513. The Zemindars 
entertained Tannahdars and Pykes, and 
remunerated them either by assigning them 
Chakran lands or by money. In the cal- 
culation of the giver the profits of suoh 
Chakran lands were not brought into ac- 
count, and deductions were made in favour 
of the Zemindar for money payments made 
by him. This was altered by Regulation 
I of 1793, section S (4). The Police control 
was taken away from the Zemindars, the 
allowances were resumed, and the lands 
assigned by the Zemindars were left to them 
until Act VI of 1S70, after and in conse- 
quence of which they were given the pro- 
prietary right in such lands: Joykishen Hooker- 
jee v. Collector of East Btirdwan (3), Secretary of 
State v. Kirtibas Bhupati Harichandan Haha - 
patra (1). 

Reference was also made to Uari Narain 
Mozumdar \. Muku mi Lai Mundal (4), 
Vpendra K a rain Bhuttachary e v. Pratap 
Chunder Pardhan (5), Kashim Sheik v. Prasan - 
va Kumar Mukerjee (6), Ban jit Singh 

(3) 10 M . J. A. 16 at pp. 17, IS, 20; 1 NY. R. (P. C.) 
26; 1 Sut li. P. 0. J. 542; 2 Sar. P. C. J. 54; 19 E. H. 

879. 

(4) 4 C. W. N. 814 at p. 817. 

(5) 31 C. 703; 8 C. \Y. N. 320. 

(6; 33 0. 596; 10 C. W. N. 59S; 5 C. L. J. 299. 
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v. Radha Chav an Chondra(7) t Shaikh Jonah Ali 
v. Rakibuddin Mallik (8), Kazi Newaz Khoda 
v. Ram, Jadu Bey (9) and Binad Lai Pakrashi 
v. Kalu Pramanik (10), 

Mr. Eddis followed. 

Sir H. Erie Richards , K. C. % for the Re- 
spondent Panchanani Dasi. — There are three 
obstacles to appellant’s case. (1) Section 
41 of Regulation VIII of 1793, (2) the 
matter is concluded by Joykishen Mook p riee 
v. Collector of East Burdwan (3). There has 
been at Calcutta a current of decisions 
against the contention, extending from 
1900 till now, with the one exception of 
Kashim Sheik v. Prasanna Kumar Mukerjee 
(6), which is to some extent in his favour. 

I have in my favour findings of fact 
that the lands are within the ambit of my 
patni and that the Chowkidars were in my 
service. 

Appellant’s contention that the lands did 
not belong to him as Zemindar was not 
raised in the Courts below, where the question 
argued was limitation. The present ques- 
tion is one of fact and cannot be raised 
now. 

‘ Apart from this, the contention fails on 
the merits. Lakhiroj lands are dealt with 
in section 36 of Bengal Regulation Vi II of 

1793. Section 41 lays down in terms that 
Chakran lands are not meant to be included 
in the exception contained in seotion 36 
and are declared responsible for the public 
revenue. Ifj as is now contended, these 
lands belonged to Government independently, 
there is no sense in making them security 
for the revenue. Lord Kingsdown, in 
Joykishen Mookerjee's case (3*, explains 
that Chakran lands were included in 
the Malguzari lands for the purpose of 
seouring the assessment, because in the event 
of a sale for non-payment it was important 
they should be transferred to the purchasers, 
with whom the appointment of the Chowki- 
dars would vest. 

There is a direct decision of the Caloutta 
High Court against appellant’s contention, 
Kazi Newaz Khoda v. Ram Jadu Bey (9). 
The same point arose but was not even 


(7) 34 C. 564. 

fc] q n w N. 571; 1 C. L. J. 303. 

(9 34 0. 109; 5 C. L ). 33; 11 C. W. N. 201. 
(10) 20 C. 708; 10 Ind. Deo, (N. s) 477. 
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argued in Banwari Mulcunda Bob v. Bidhu 
Sundar Thakur ( 11). 

The case of Secretary cf State v. Kirtibas 
Bhupati Harichandan Mahapatra (1) is really 
against appellant; it lays down that the 
Zemindar is entitled as such to Chowkidari 
Chakran lands within his Zemindari. The 
same principle is recognised in Ram Chandra 
Bhanj Beo v. Secretary of State (2). 

By section 51 of Act VI of 1870, the 
transfer of Chakran lands to the Zemindar 
under that Act is subject to ali contracts 
theretofore made, etc. Patni leases are 
contracts within the meaning of that 
section. 

Mr. Eddis , in reply. — Our point was taken 
in the Original Court and is still open 
to us. 

We do not say Secretary of State v. 
Ki iibas Bhupati Harichandan Mahapatra 
(1) is wrong: we rely on it. In that 
case the lands were lands belonging 
to the Zemindari assessed to revenue, but 
assigned by the Zemindar for service pur- 
poses, and, therefore, though called Chowki- 

• 

dari Chakran lands, did not fall within 

the definition in Act VI of 1870. This is 

the converse case; the lands here are lands 
not assessed to revenue and falling within 
the definition. 

JUDGMENT. 

Load Parker of W aldington. — This is 

a consolidated appeal from decrees of 
the High Court of Judicature at Fort 
William, in Bengal, made in twenty suits, 
each of which, though relating to a distinct 
subject-matter, raised substantially the 
same questions of law. Each suit was in 
substance a suit to recover possession from 
the appellant, who is the registered pro- 
prietor of extensive Zemindaris in the 
Birbhum District of Bengal, of Chowkidari 
Chakran lands recently resumed by Govern- 
ment and transferred to him under the 
provisions of Act VI of 1870 of the Bengal 
Council. The plaintiff in each suit was 
the putnidar or dar-putnidar of the village 
within the boundaries of which the lands 
the subject of the suit were situate. In 
those suits in which the dar-putnidar was 
the plaintiff, the putnidar was made a 
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defendant, but took no part in the argu- 
ment. The decree in each suit was in 
favour of the plaintiff and against the 
appellant. 

Their Lordships consider it unnecessary 
to deal at further length with the history 
of the litigation. It is abundantly clear 
from the facts found in the Courts below, 
and was not disputed before their Lord- 
ships’ Board, that any interest which the 
appellant or his predecessors-in-title 
originally had in the lands the subject of 
each suit had, prior to the resumption and 
transfer of such lands under the Act of 
1870, been transferred to and become vested 
in the plaintiff pufnidor or Jar put nidar 
by virtue of the lease or sub lease under 
which he held the villages in which these 
lands were situate. Two points only were 
argued before their Lordships. It was 
contended, first, that the proprietor with 
whom a Zemindari was settled under the 
Bengal Permanent Settlement, did not obtain 
or retain in the Chowkidari Chakran lands 
situate within the territorial boundaries of a 
village comprised in his Zemindari any 
interest capable of being made the subject 
of a pntni lease ; and secondly , that even 
if he obtained or retained any such interest, 

the effect of the Act of 1870 was to confer 

on him a new title not in any way affected 
by any putni lease theretofore granted by 
him or his predecessors- in title. In order 
to arrive at a conclusion on these questions, 
it is necessary to consider (l) the nature 
of Chowkidari Chakran lands, (2) the 
provisions of the Bengal Permanent Settle- 
ment, and (3) the true meaning and effect 
of the Act. 

At the time of the English occupation 
a Zemindar was responsible not only for 
the payment of the revenue but for 
the preservation of peace and order 
within his District. For the latter pur- 
pose he maintained Tannahdars, or 
police officials, and Chowkidars, or village 
watchmen. Both had from time im- 
memorial been remunerated by allotments 
of land to be held in consideration of the 
services they rendered to the Zemindar, 
either rent-free or at a low rent, but 
whereas the police official rendered 'police 
service only, the Chowkidar not only 
assisted the police, but rendersd acts of 


service personal to the Zemindar, Chakran 
lands are lands held by servioe tenure. 
Generically the term includes all lands 
so held, whether by police officials, Chowki- 
dars, or persons whose only duties are 
personal to the Zemindar. The expression 
Tannahdari lands or Tannahdari Chakran 
lands” means lands held on service tenure 
by Tannahdars or police cffioials. The 
expression Chowkidari Chakran lands’* 
means lands held on service tenure by 
Chowkidars, or village watchmen. As one 
would naturally expect, it had long been 
customary, in fixing the revenue or ?umma 
payable for the Zemindari, to leave 
Tannahdari and Chowkidari Chakran lands 
out of account. 

Passing to the Settlement of 1793, it 
appears to their Lordships to be beyond 
controversy that whatever doubts be enter- 
tained as to whether before the English 
occupation the Zemindars had any pro- 
prietary interest in the lands comprised- 
within their respective Districts, the settle* 
raent itself recognises and proceeds on 
the footing that they are the actual proprie- 
tors of the land for which they undertake to 
pay the Government revenue. The settle- 
ment is expressly made with the Zemin- 
dars, independent Talukdars and other 
actual proprietors of the soil” (see Regulation! 
J, section 3, and Regulation VIII, section 
•i}. It is clear that since the settlement 
the Zemindars have had at least a prima 
facie title to all lands for which they pay 
revenue, such lands being commonly referred 
to as Malguzari lands [see the cose of Rajah 
Sahib Perhlad Sein v. Maharajah Rajender 
Kishore Sing (12)] 

Bearing this in mind, their Lordships will 
proceed to consider the Regulations of the. 
Permanent Settlement, so far as they deal, 
with Chakran lands. The leading authority on, 
this subject is Joykishen Moo fa rice v. Colled or of 
Hast Burdwan (3). To use Lord Kingsdown’s 
expression in that case, the effect of the? 
settlement is to divide Chakran lands into 
two classes, namely, (1) Tannahdari Cha* 
kran lands, that is, lands held on service' 
tenure by police officials, and (2) all other 
Chakran lands. As to Chakran lands of 

0-M 12 M. 1. A *.292 at p. 331; 3 Sutln P. C. I 

- *»»'• P- C. J. *30; 20 >1 lb 349.J 
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the former class, they were by Bengal 
Regulation I, section 8, clause 4, made 
resumable by Government, the Government 
relieving the Zemindar from the duty 
of maintaining a police establishment. 
These Tannahdari Chakran lands were, 
in fact, shortly afterwards resumed and 
became Government lands, the title of the 
Zemindar being extinguished by such 
resumption. As to all other Chakran lands, 
whether held by public officers or private 
servants in lieu of wages, they are dealt with 
by Bengal Regulation VJIt, section 41. 

In order to understand the 41st section 
of the last mentioned Regulation, it is 
necessary to refer to some of the preceding 
sections. By virtue of the 36th section 
the assessment is to be fixed exclusive 
and independent of all existing lakhiraj 
lands, that is lands exempted from the 
public revenue. Such lands are, therefore, 
in effect withdrawn from the settlement, 
and the Zemindar, though these lands 
might be locally situated within his district, 
could claim no title therein by virtue of 
the settlement. 

Sections 37 to 40 deal with certain lands 
referred to as “private lands” of the 
Zemindars. By section 37 these are not 
to be included in the lakhiraj lands refer- 
red to in section 36, and special directions 
with regard to them are given in sections 
38, 39 and 40. Speaking generally, such 
lands are not excluded from, but on the 
contrary are included in the settlement. 
Then comes the 41st section dealing with 
Chakran lands; these, whether held by 
public officers or private servants in lieu 
of wages, are also not to be included in 
the lakhiraj lands referred to in section 36. 
They are to be annexed to the Malguzari 
lands and declared responsible for the 
public revenue assessed on the Zemindaris in 
which they are included in common with all 
other Malguzari lands therein. 

Sections 37 to 41 inclusive appear to their 
Lordships to suggest that neither the 
“private lands” of the Zemindars nor 
Chakran lands had theretofore been taken 
into account in fixing the revenue for 
which the Zemindar was responsible to Go- 
vernment. Otherwise there would be no 
point in excluding them from the lakhiraj 
lands dealt with by section 36, However 


this may be with regard to the private 
lands of the Zemindar or with regard to 
Chakran lands, the services for which 
were purely personal to the Zemindar, it 
is quite clear that Tannahdari and Chowki- 
dari Chakran lands, the services for which 
involved the performance of duties in which 
the public was interested, had not, as a 
rule, been taken into account for the purpose 
of increasing the jumma. 

The effect of section 41 appears to be 
this: The question whether any of the 
Chakran lands therein referred to ought 
to be taken into account for the purpose of 
increasing the jumma is left to be determin- 
ed by the custom which had hitherto 
prevailed or any special directions contain- 
ed in the Regulations. But whether or not 
so taken into account, all Chakran lands 
are to be considered Malguzari for the 
purpose of ascertaining the lands in respect 
of which the jumma is paid and upon 
which it is secured. The prima facie title 
of the Zemindar to Chakran lands within 
his district is thus recognised by the settle- 
ment. Tannahdari Chakran lands may 
be resumed under Regulation I, section 8, 
clause 4, but with regard to all other Chakran 
lands, if resumable at all, they can be 
resumed by the Zemindar alone. In the 
case, however, of Chowkidari Chakran 
lands, not even the Zemindar may be 
entitled to resume them, for Chowkidars 
have public duties to perform and the 
lands whioh they hold on service tenure as 
remuneration for the performance of suoh 
duties are to that extent appropriated 
or assigned for public purposes. Subject, 
nevertheless, to the requirements of the 
public interest, the Zemindar is the owner 
and as suoh is entitled to the enjoyment 
of any personal services which the 
Chowkidars ought to render and when 
vacancies occur to appoint others in their 
place. All this follows from what was 
said by Lord Kingsdown in Joykishen 
Mookerjee v. Collector of East Bur divan (3). 

Such, then, being the Zemindar’s interest 
in Chowkidari Chakran lands within his 
district, it is difficult to see why this interest 
should not be made the subject of a pntni 
grant. That it could be so made appears 
to have been admitted in the last mentioned 
case, and the whole of Lord Kingsdown’s 
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judgment proceeds on that footing. In their 
Lordships’ opinion there can be no reasonable 
doubt on this matter. Indeed, the only 
argument to the contrary advanced by the 
appellant’s Counsel was based on certain 
expressions used by Mr. Ameer Ali in 
giving the reasons of the Board in the 
recent case of Secretary of State v. 
Kirtibas Bhupati Harichand'in Maha- 
patra (l). In that case, which has little, 
if any, bearing on the question now 
in controversy, the point for decision was 
whether the power of resumption conferred 

by Act VI of 1870 extended to certain 
Chakran lands which the Government had 
affected to resume thereunder. Here it is 
admitted by everyone that the powers of 
the Act were applicable- Moreover, it is 
abundantly clear that Mr. Ameer Ali, 
whatever expressions he used, did not 
intend to depart in the smallest degree 
from what had been laid down by Lord 
Kingsdown in Joykishen Mookerjee v. Collector 
of East Burdwan LI). Under these circum- 
stances, any argument based on a metioulous 
examination of isolated expressions used by 
him can, in their Lordships’ opinion, have little 
weight. 

It remains to consider the effect of a 
resumption by the Government ofChowkidari 
Ohakran lands under the provisions of Act 
VI of 1870 of the Bengal Council. 

It should be observed that the delinition 
of Chowkidari Chakran lands contained 
in the Act refers not only to the public 
duties of Chowkidars but also to their 
personal duties to the Zemindar. It is 
apparently for this reason that the revenue 
assessment in the lands resumed is, by 
section 49, fixed at only one-half of the 
annual value of such lands. If the 
Zemindar had no interest, the effect of 
this provision would be to make him a 
free gift of half of the value of the lands 
resumed. It appears to be for the same 
reason that the Zemindar is under section 
50 entitled to contest the correctness 
of any assessment which is made. After 
the assessment is complete the Collector is, 
under section 50 by order in the sche- 
duled form, to transfer the land to the 
Zemindar subject to the assessment. By 
the 5 1st section such order operates to 
transfer the land to the Zemindar subject 


to such assessment and “subject to all 
contracts theretofore made in respect of, 
under or by virtue of which any person 
other than the Zemindar may have any 
right to any land, portion of his estate, 
or tenure in the place in which such 
land may be situate.” The latter words 
may not be very happily chosen, but their 
obvious intention is to preserve the right 
of third parties. They contemplate a case 
in which the village in which the resumed 
lands are situate has been made the 
subjeot of a contract by the Zemindar, 
or those through whom he claims and that 
under this contract some third party may 
have an interest in the lands resumed. 
They are wide enough to include, and in 
their Lordships’ opinion do include, the 
rights of a putnidar under a putni grant 
by virtue of which the putnidar is lessee 
of the Zemindar’s interest in the lands 
resumed, and also the rights of a dar • 
putnidar under a dar -putni grant. In their 
Lordships’ opinion, therefore, not only 
does the Act recognise the existing title 
of the Zemindar to the lands resumed, 
but the estate taken by the Zemindar 
under the order of transfer is in confirmation 
and by way of continuance of his existing 
estate, and when the Zemindar or those 
through whom he claims has or have 
entered into contracts affecting his existing 
estate, the rights of third parties under 
these contracts are preserved. It is a 
satisfaction to their Lordships to find that 
the view above expressed is that hitherto 
almost universally adopted in the Indian 
Courts. 

The result is that the appeal fails and 
should be dismissed, and their Lordships 
will humbly advise His Majesty accordingly. 
With regard to costs, the appellant should 
pay to the respondents who have appeared 
one j>et of costs between them, but these 
should, having regard to the terms on 
which leave to appeal was granted, be as 
between solicitor and client. 

A ppea l d is m issed. 

Solicitors for the Appellant: Messrs. 

Downer and Johnson. 

Solicitors for the Respondent Pancbanabi 
Dasi: Messrs. Watkins and Nw ta\ 

Solicitors for the Respn dent Mina Kumari 
Debi; Mr. G. C. Farr. 
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RAGHUB1R MISSER V. BHAJAN SINGH. 

PATNA HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1345 of 1916. 

June 7, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Atkinson and 
Mr. Justice Jwala Prasad. 
RAGHUBIR MISSER and others— 

— Appellants 
versus 

BHAJAN SINGH and others — 

Respondents. 

Boundary fence, ownership oj — Trees growing on 
fence — Bengal Tenancy Act (VIII B. C. of 1885J, s, 
103jB — Record oj Rights, entry in — Presumption — - 
Conflict with established law. 

A boundary fence is owned by the adjoining 
proprietors to the centre of the fence, each owner 
being entitled to claim the land forming the fence to 
its centre and the trees growing thereon. 

An entry in the Record of Rights cannot have the 
effect of overruling well-settled principles of law. 
Where such entry conflicts with the established law, 
the established law must prevail over the entry and 
the presumption attaching to the entry must be 
deemed to have been rebutted. 

Appeal against a decision of the District 
Judge, Gaya, dated the 25th September 1911, 
reversing that of the Munsif, Aurangabad, 
dated the 4th June 1916. 

Mr. Sitnandan Rai , for the Appellants. 

Mr. Siveshwar Dayal , for Mr. Kulwant 
Sahay , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT.— The plaintiffs in this 
action seek that they may be declared 
entitled to 57 toddy palm trees standing 
upon an ar between Survey plot No. 83 and 
Survey plot No. 87 situated in Mauza Khan- 

pura in the District of Gaya. 

The Record of Rights in this case shows 
that the trees on this ar have been declared 
to be i he property of the defendants, but 
this entry in the Record of Rights cannot 
have the effect of overruling well-settled 
principles of law. If, therefore, the entry 
in the Record of Rights conflicts with the 
established law, I think the established law 
must prevail over the entry in the Record 
of Rights, and that the presumption attach- 
ing to the entry in the Record of Rights 
must be deemed to have been rebutted. The 
plaintiffs and the defendants are occupiers 
of adjoining lands and their holdings are 
separated by an ar which operates as a 
boundary between the holding of the 
plaintiffs and the holding of the defendants. 
On this ar are planted the trees in suit. 
On the northern side of the ar are the 
defendants’ lands; and on the southern 


side are the plaintiffs’ lands; and it is on 
the southern side of the ar that the trees 
which are the subject-matter of this suit 
are planted. 

The defendants claim these trees by 
virtue of the entry in the Record of Rights. 
The plaintiffs on the other hand contend 
that inasmuch as the trees in suit are 
planted on their side of the ar they are 
entitled to the trees. The ar, as I have 
said, operates as a boundary fence between 
the property of adjoining owners and it 
is well settled according to the English 
Law that a boundary fence is owned by 
the adjoining proprietors to the centre of 
the fence, each owner being entitled to 
claim the land forming the fence to its 
centre. 

The learned Judge has held in this case 
that the ar is a boundary fence and that 
the trees in dispute are growing in the 
portion of the fence which belongs to the 
plaintiffs; that the ownership of the trees 
must depend upon whose land they are 
growing and that inasmuch as they are 
growing on the plaintiffs’ land, the plaint- 
iffs are the proprietors. I see no reason 
to dispute or challenge the accuracy of 
law stated by the learned Judge. He says 
that this is the settled law of the Settle- 
ment Department and that it accords with 
the general custom existing in this country 
and it also accords with the principles of 
equity. Therefore the Record of Rights 
cannot prevail in this case and as the trees 
in suit are growing upon the plaintiffs’ 
lands they must be declared tc be entitled to 
them. 

The appeal is accordingly dismissed, each 
party bearing its own costs throughout. 

Appeal dismissed. 
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SCJRAJ NARAIN V . RATAN LAL. 

PRIVY COUNCIL. 

Appeals from Ocdii Jodicial Commissioner’s 

Coort. 

January 30, 1917. 

Present : — Lord Chancellor(Lord Buckmaster), 
Lord AVrenbury and Mr. Amaer Ali. 

Pandit SUR\J NARAIN and ANoraEP. — 

Appellants 

versus 

Pandit RATAN LAL and anotbbr — 

Respondents. 

Hi min Lair — Mitahshara — Joint family — Wending of 
self-acgni red property with ancestral property — Effect 
of entries in account boohs as shott ing whether funds 
are joint or se potato — Evidence Act ( I of 1872), .*.•*. 21, 
32 — Admission— Statement against party's interest , 
admissibility of. 

Ay a mom bo r of a Hindu joint family, whoso homo 
was at Lucknow, practised as a Plo.tdor at Hardoi, 
and made considerable savings from his professional 
earnings. He eventually became managing member, 
but was all along entrusted with the management of 
the joint family property in Hardoi district. Through- 
out he kept the accounts of the joint property and of 
his own earnings in one account hook. He purchased 
sundry properties out of the funds so entered in the 
name of his son-in-law H and stated that he made 
such purchases to provide for /?: 

Heldy that, by blending hispri\ate earnings with 
the receipts and payments on joint account, ho 
showed an intention to make them joint property: 
hut that it was not conclusive that all purchases 
entered in tin* hook were made for the joint family: 
and that as regards tin* purchases in tin* name of 
It, .i’s statement that they were made to provide 
for It was a statement against his own interest and 
as such admissible it: evidence, and that coupled 
with the other evidence in the case it established If s 
title to such properties as against the joint family, 
[p. 994, col. 2; p. 995, cols. 1 Ar 2 J 

Consolidated appeals from a judgment 
and decrees of the Court of the Judicial 
Commissioner, Oudh (Piggott, J. C., and 
Evans, A. J. C.), dated the30th October 1909, 
modifying sundry decrees made by the Ad- 
ditional Judge, Hardoi, dated the 27 th 
August 1908. 

FACTS. — The parties belonged to a family 
of Kashmiri Brahmins whose history is set 
out in S u raj N a rain v. Iqbal Narain 0). 
Bishan Narain formed a joint family with his 
sons, Raj Narain, Ram Narain, Bakht Narain, 
and Suraj Narain. On his father’s death in 
1867 Raj Narain became the manager of the 
family. Ram Narain qualified as a Pleader 
and started practice in i' 69 at Hardoi, away 
from the family ’home which was in Lucknow. 

(I) IS I ml. (Jus. 30, 40 I. A. 10, 17 C. W. X. 333; 
13 M. L. T. 194; li A L. J. 172; (1913) M. W. X. 
1S3 : 1 7 (■. L. .1. 288; 24 AI.L. .1. 345; 35 A. 80; 15 
Horn. L. U. 45(5; 10 0. <J. 129 (|\ CD. 


Raj Narain died in 1890,, and Ram Narain 

then became manager, but continued his 
practice as before at Hardoi. From 1869 
till his death in 1900 Ram Narain kept 
account books in which he entered all his 
receipts and expenditure. The account books 
of the joint family continued to be written as 
before at Lucknow. Ram Narain’s daughter 
was married to Ratan Lai, respondent, who 
lived with his father-in-law for some time, 
and afterwards left him to reside in a Native 
State where he was employed. Ratan Lai. 
sent sums of money to his father-in-law from 
time to time, and Ram Narain purchased con- 
siderable properties in the name of Ratan Lai; 
On Ram Narain’s death it was claimed on 
behalf of the joint family that all properties 
so purchased by Ram Narain stood iVn/am. 
in Ratan Lai’s name and formed part of the 
joint family property. The Additional 1 
Judge held that most nf the properties in 
dispute were purchased with Ram Narain’s 
money and that the family undoubtedly 
possessing a nucleus of ancestral property, the 
properties so purchased by Ram Naraim 
really belonged to the joint family. The' 
Appellate Court held that the transactions 
impugned as ismfurzi were not of that nature, 
and that in any case the properties were pur- 
chased by Ram Narain with his self- acquired 
income over which he had full powor of 
disposal, and that having regard to the 
circumstances of the case and the statement 
(quoted in their Lordships’ judgment)- oh 
Ram Narain himself, the purchasing of pro- 
perty in the name of Ratan Lai was by way 
of gift to him and to his wife. Piggott, 
J. C. (in whose judgment Evans, A. J. C., oon* 
curred) summed upas follows: — 

For the reasons given, I am of opinion 
that the fair conclusion upon the evidence is. 
that the money invested by Pandit Ram Narain 
in favour of Ratan Lai and Madan Mohau Lai, 
in so far as it was not an investment of 
money remitted to Ram Narain by Ratan Lai. 
for that purpose, consisted < f Pandit Ram 
Narain’s own self -acquired property over 
which he had full rights of control and dis- 
posal. His intention in making these invest- 
ments would appear to have been expressly 
to prevent this money from blending with the 
joint property of the family, and to make, 
provision out of it for the benefit of his only- 
daughter, as well as to give expression to the 


Vo\. XL] 


INDIAN 0 AS 16 . 


989 


SDRAJ NARAIN 1*. KATAN LAL. 

affection felt by him for his son-in-law Ratan 
Lai. This I may note is substantially the 
view taken by the District Judge of Hardoi 
in a rent suit to which Pandit Bakht Narain 
and Pandit Ratan Lil were parties which 
came before him for disposal, and I think he 
put the case very fairly in the said judgment 
which is on the record as Exhibit F-61. 
Before leaving this part of the case, however, 
I wish to add a few words upon another 
point. 1 am by no means satisfied that, 
even apart from my finding that the gifts in 
favour of Ratan Lai and Madan Mohan Lai 
were made by Pandit Ram Narain out of his 
self-acquired property, the plaintiffs would 
in this case be entitled to succeed, at any rate 
as regards the bulk of the property in dispute, 
once the main issue regarding- the ismfarzi 
nature of the transactions was decided 
against them. The position of Pandit Ram 
Narain must be considered, first, as it stood be- 
fore he became manager of the joint family on 
the death of his brother Pandit Raj Narain in 
August 1890, and secondly , as it stood, after 
that date. Up to the year 1890 we have 
Pandit Ram Narain living, exercising his pro- 
fession as a Pleader, and carrying on business 
as a banker and dealer in cloth at Hardoi, 
while his brother Pandit Raj Narain, the 
manager of the joint family, resided, practis- 
ed and carried on business at Lucknow. With 
the consent of the manager of the joint family 
Pandit Ram Narain was allowed the control of 
a portion of the j^int family property, consist- 
ing of shares in villages acquired by pur- 
chase, or on usufructuary mortgage, or taken 
on farm from Government in the District of 
Hardoi. The oral evidence of some of the 
Ziladars and other Estate servants produced 
by Pandit Ikbal Narain as witnesses in this 
case shows that the income of som6 of the 
Hardoi villages was ordinarily remitted direct 
to Pandit Raj Narain at Lucknow; but no 
doubt in the main the control of the income 
arising out of the immoveable property own- 
ed by the family in the Hardoi District was 
in the hands of Pandit Ram Narain. We do 
not know with any certainty how accounts 
were settled up between Ram Narain and 
Raj NaraiD, and how they stood to one 
another with reference to their respective 
enjoyment of the income of the joint family 
property which came ‘into their hands; but 
it is fairly presumable that Pandit Ram 


Narain was allowed by his elder brother to 
spend a certain portion of the joint famil}” 
income according to his own will and plea- 
sure, as representing an allowance made to 
him for his personal enjoyment out of the 
joint family funds. Now if it be conceded, 
though I am not prepared to do so except 
for the sake of argument, that the invest- 
ments made by Pandit Ram Narain in favour 
of Ratan Lai and Madan Mohan Lai were 
partly drawn, or even wholly, from that por- 
tion of the joint family income thus left to 
his control and disposal, what would now be 
the position of the plaintiffs with reference to 
these investments? Suppose Pandit Ram 
Narain had simply squandered the money 
in riotous living; suppose he had made largo 
gifts of cash or jewelry in favour of some 
women of bad character on whom he was 
besotted; or suppose he had made large gifts 
in favour of some religious teacher, or of 
some political cause to which he had become 
violently attached, would the plaintiffs now 
be entitled to call in question these trans- 
actions, or to pursue in the hands of the 
donees property which could be proved <0 
have been acquired by means of these dona- 
tions? I conceive not. We know that 
Pandit Raj Narain himself as manager of 
the joint family never called in question any 
of these transactions. If he had felt dissatis- 
fied with Pandit Ram Narain ’s management 
of the joint family property he would have 
been entitled to take the same under his own 
control, and to limit Ram Narain strictly to 
the enjoyment of such earnings as might 
admittedly represent his own self acquisi- 
tions, together with such specific allowance 
from the joint family funds as he in his 
capacity of manager might see fit to make. 
He might, if very seriously dissatisfied with 
his youDger brother’s conduct, have brought 
a suit for partition, or have taken such 
stringent measures towards excluding Ram 
Narain from the enjoyment of the joint family 
property as would have driven the latter 
to sue for partition on his own account. In 
such suit for partition, there might also have 
been a settlement of account, and issues 
might have been raised as to whether the 
money squandered by Pandit Ram Narain, 
or used by him for purposes to which joint 
family funds should not have been applied, 
might not be assigned to Pandit Ram Narain’s 
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own share, as having been drawn by him 
in advance from the corpus of the family 
property. I very much doubt, however, 
whether any suit would have been maintain- 
able against the donees for the recovery of 
money given to them by Pandit Ram Narain, 
not out of the corpus of the joint family pro- 
perty or by alienation of immoveable property 
belonging to the joint family, but out of the 
income enjoyed by him with the consent of 
the manager. In any case we know as a 
matter of fact that Pandit Raj Narain made no 
attempt in his lifetime to interfere with any 
of the dispositions in favour of Ratan Lai or 
Madan Mohan Lai which it is now sought 
to call in question. From the month of 
August 1890 onwards to the time of his death, 
Pandit Ram Narain occupied the position of 
manager of the joint family. In this capacity 
his control over the joint family funds 
would extend so far as to permit him to make 
gifts of affection to a reasonable and proper 
extent out of the income of the joint family 
property. I may refer on this point to 
Bachoo v. Mankorebn (2). The rights 
of the other members of a joint family to 
control wasteful or improper expenditure of 
the income on the part of the manager rest 
principally upon their right at any moment 
to claim a partition, accompanied by a 
proper settlement of accounts. The question 
how far they would be entitled to sue for 
the revocation of gifts made out of the 
income by the manager of the joint family 
seems to mo at least a doubtful one, and 
might depend upon the particular circum- 
stances of each case. In the present oase 
at any rate we know that no objection 
was taken by any other member of the 
family in Pandit Ram Narain’s lifetime to 
any dispositions made by the latter in 
favour of his son in-law or his daughter’s 
son. It is only after Pandit Ram Narain’s 
death that the plaintiffs come into Court 
with the plea that, even supposing the 
property now in possession and enjoyment 
of the defendants Ratan Lai and Madan 
Mohan Lai was received by them by means 
of gifts made by Ram Narain, such gifts 
should be held to be invalid and the 
defendants liable to restore or account 
for the same. From every point of view 
this part of the plaintiffs’ case, in my 
opinion, fails. 

(2) 29 11. 51; G bum. L. It. 2GS. 


Hence these appeals. 

Mr. A. M. Dunne, for the Appellants. — There 
were two questions for determination: v.1) 
Whether there is sufficient evidence to 
show that Ram Narain so blended his 
self-acquired property as to make it 
joint. (2) If the purchases were made 
with the joint funds — the result of the 
blending — was the claim of the respondent 
maintainable? As to the first, it has been 
concurrently found that the family was 
joint and undivided, and that for some 
years Ram Narain was its manager. The 
whole property possessed by the members 
of the family ought to be presumed to 
be joint and the burden of showing that 
it was not joint lay on the respondent. 
Luximon Roio v. Mnllar Row Bajee (3). 

The purchases in Ratan Lai’s name 
were benami. In such cases the test is the 
source from which the purchase-money was 
paid, Dhurrn Das Pandcy v. Musammat Shama 
S oondri Debiah (4). There is no presumption 
of advancement in India. On the contrary 
the presumption is in favour of its 
being a benami purchase unless the con- 
trary is shown, Gopcekrist Gosain v. 
Gnngapersaud Gosain (5) and Prankishen Paul 
(Jhotcdry v. Mothooramohun Paul Chowdry 
(G). There was nothing to show that 
Ram Narain made any distinction between 
his professional earnings and the income 
from the family estate. The accounts 
kept by him indicate that both inoome9 
were blended together aud the statement 
of Ram Narain shewed that all was 
joint. The present case falls within the 
principle liid down in Lai Bahadur T. 
Kanhaiya Lai (7). 

As to the sooond point the respondent 
has failed to prove that auy gift was 
made to him, nor was a gift of such 
valuable property by the manager of a 


(3) 2 Knapp GO; 5 \Y. U. (l\ G.) G7; 1 Norton’s L. 
C. 109. 

(4) 3 M. 1. A. 229 at p. 240; G W. K. (P. C.) 43; I 
Sar. P. 0. J. 271; 1 Suth. P. C. J. 147; 18 E. R. 4S4. 

(5) G M. 1. A. 51; 2 Suth. P. 0. J. 13; I Sar. P. C. 
.1. 493; 4 W. R. (P. C.) 40; 19 E. R. 20. 

(G) 10 M. 1. A. 403; 5 W. K. (P. C.) 11; 1 Suth. P. 0. 
J. 009; 2 Sar. 1\ G. .1. 164; 19 E. R. 1025. 

(7) 34 1. A. 65; 9 Bom. L. R. 597; 11 C. W. N. 417» 
5 G. L. ,1. 340; 4 A. L. J. 227; 2 M. L. T. 147; 17 M. L. 
J. 228; 29 A. 244 (P. C.). 
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joint family to his daughter warranted by 
the Hindu Law. 

Messrs. L. De Gruyther , K. G , and B. Dube , 
for Ratan Lai, Respondentsubmitted that Ram 
Narain did not blend his professional income 
with the joint family funds. The real 
test is, Did Ram Narain throw his own 
self-acquired income into the common 
stock? There was no evidence that he did so. 
The system of accounts that he adopted 
only shewed that he made entries of all 
his receipts and expenses in one book. 
But he kept other account books also 
which have not been produced by the 
plaintiffs and which would have shown 
that he kept the funds of the joint 
family separate from his own. In the 
case of Lai Bahadur v. Kanhaiya Lai (7) 
there was one common stock, and the 
members of the family were father and 
son. Ram Narain became manager after 
189J. Ram Narain had absolute power 
to dispose of his professional income, and 
that he did by purchasing properties in 
Ratan Lai’s name for the benefit of his 
daughter. The purchase was not benanu or 
ismfarzi . It was made with the deliberate 
object of providing for his daughter 
and her children. His statement made in 
1899 and his conduct showed that the 
gift was intended and made. There 
was no reason for the transaction to be 
benami. 

In Gopeekrist Gosain's case (5) 
the family was joint and the purchase 
was made by the father in his son’s name. 
But here all the circumstances point to the 
fact that Ram Narain intended that the 
beneficial interest in the properties purchas- 
ed with his funds should belong to the 
respondent and his wife. Reliance was 
placed on the following authorities: Obhoy 
Ghurn Mookerjee v. Punchanun Bose (8); 
Rajah Ghundernath Roy v. Ramjoy Mozoomdar 

(9) ; Ngicab Azimut All Khan v. Hurdwaree Mull 

(10) ; Uvian Parshad v. Gandharp Singh (11). 

(8) (1864) Marshall 564; 2 Hay 630. 

(9) 15 W. R. (P. C.) 7; 6 B. L. R. 303; 2 Sar. P. C. 
J. 613. 

(10) 13 M.I. A. 395; 14 W. R. (P. C.) 14; 6 B. L. R. 
(P. C.) 578; 2 Suth. P. C. J. 343; 2 Sar. P. C. J. 571; 20 
E. R. 599. 

(11) 14 1. A. 127; 15 C. 20; 11 lad. Jur. 474; 5 Sar. 
P. C. J. 71; Rafiquc & Jackson’s P. C. No. 98; 7 Iud. 
Dec. (n. s.) 599. 


The Courts below were right in respect 
of the properties to which section 517, Civil 
Procedure Code, 1882, applied. 

Mr. Dunne in reply— The case in Mar- 
shall’s Report (8) is distinguishable. It was 

under the Dayabhaga Law under which the 
money belonged to the father, but here the 
money was joint property. 

The statement made by Ram Narain in 
1899 is inadmissible in evidence. Section 32 
(3), Evidence Act, does not apply as it is 
not against the interest of Ram Narain. 
He was interested in supporting a gift of 
a portion of the joint family property which 
he had illegally made. It was a statement 
made in his own favour rather than against 
himself. Some properties were purchased 
in Ratan Lai’s name at auction sales, and 
both Courts have held that section 517, Civil 
Procedure Code, 1882, precludes the plaintiffs 
from claiming them. As to that reference 
was made to Roi/i Singh Doodhooria v. Guuesh - 
chunder Sen (12); Sankunni Nayar v. Nora- 
yanan Nambudri (13). 

JUDGMENT. 

Lorp Chancellor (Lord BitcKxMaster.)— In 
April 1867 Bakhshi Bishnu Narain died, leav- 
ing four sons, whose names in order of birth 
are: Raj Narain, Ram Narain, Bakht Narain 
and Suraj Narain. The family was a Hindu 
joint family, governed by the Mitakshara 
Law and possessing ancestral property. 
Accordingly, upon his father’s death the eldest 
son, Raj Narain, became karta and so 

continued until his death in August 1890. 
His brother, Ram Narain, then succeeded 
and acted as karta until his death in 
October 1900. Disputes then arose between 
Bakht Narain and Suraj Narain as to 
Bakht Narain’s claim to be registered as 
karta and as to their rights and the 

rights of their respective sons in the 

joint family properties. Some arrangement 
and reconciliation of this family quarrel, 
though one neither firm nor durable, seems 
to have been effected, but disputes broke 
out again with regard to the property, and 
four suits were instituted on the 3rd 

November 1903 by Bakht Narain, and a 

(12) 12 B. L. R. (P. C.) 317 at p. 329; 19 W. R. 356- 
3 Sar. P. C. J. 253. 

(15) 17 M. 282; 4 M. L. J. 64; 6 lad, Dec. (n. 9.) 
195. 
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fifth suit in 1905 by Suraj Narain, who 
claimed a half share in the entire joint 
estate. These appeals are consolidated 
appeals in those suits, the question for 
determination being whether certain very 
numerous properties acquired since the death 
of Bakshi Bishnu Narain are joint property. 
The appellants, who are certain members 
of the joint family, contend that they are. 
The respondent, who is the son-in-law of 
Ram Narain, says that they are not. The 
Subordinate Judge decided in favour of 
the present appellants. The Court of the 
Judicial Commissioner of Oudh reversed 
that decision. Hence these appeals. 

Raj Narain had no son. Ram Narain also 
had no son, but had one daughter, to 
whom her father was much attached. She 
married Ratan Lai, the respondent, who 
contends that the disputed properties were 
either bought with his money or were 
given him by Ram Narain, and for those 
reasons are his own, or, at any rate, are 
not joint property. 

The material facts that led up to this 
dispute are these:— From about the year 
lh64 to the year 1880, or, perhaps later, 
Raj Narain practised as a Pleader at 
Lucknow. In the year lb69 Ram Narain, 
who was then 23 years old, left Lucknow 
for Hardoi, and from that year onwards 
practised as a Pleader at Hardoi. He was 
successful, and later in life became a 
rich man. Before 1S90, while Raj Narain 
was karld, and after 1890, when Ram 
Narain was kf.rta, properties were acquired 
at Hardoi. They were taken in various 
names — that of Raj Narain, that of Ram 
Narain, that of Ratan Lai, those of Ratan 
Lai and of his son Madan Mohan Lai, 
and of other persons. The books of 
account of the family property were kept 
at Lucknow, where Raj Narain lived; 
but Rain Narain, who was at Hardoi, 
ected as manager of the properties at 
Hardoi as well before as after 1890. He 
bought properties at Hardoi, receiving, at 
any rate in one instance which is proved 
(that of the villago Mahora), money from 
Lucknow to make the purchase, and be 
received income and made disbursements 
in respect of joint family property at 
Hardoi. But the purchases at Hardoi wore 
made to a large extent not with joint 
family moneys, but with foes earnod by 


Ram Narain in bis practice as a Pleader 
and it is with these properties that these 
appeals are concerned. Under these circum- 
stances their Lordships have taken as the 
first question to be answered in order to 
adjust the rights between the parties this 
question: — 

Whether there is sufficient evidence to 
show that Ram Narain so blended his own 
property with the joint property as to 
make the whole joint property. 

In the Hindu joint family the law is 
that, while it is possible that a member 
of the joint family should make separate 
acquisition, and keep moneys and property 
so acquired as his separate property, yet 
the question whether he has done *so is 
to he judged from all the circumstances 
of the case. The latest authority is Lai 
Bahadur v. Xanhaiya Lai (7). The facts 
there wero that in 1866 a partition of 
ancestral property had been effected between 
three brothers. The question arose in 
the case of one of the brothers who had 
thus taken his third share of the ancestral 
property. He had children. From the 
year 1852 onwards he had earned money 
as an official of the Indian Education De- 
partment, which he had paid into 
the same banking account as moneys ad- 
mittedly joint. The question was whether 
these earnings were joint property. This 
Board held that they were. The dominant 
sentence in the judgment is as follows:— 

“It is admitted that Darga Parshad and 
his sons lived together as a joint Hindu 
family, and it is established that there 
was a considerable nucleus of ancestral 
property in his hands after the partition. 
The onus was, therefore, on the re- 
spondent to prove that his subsequently 
acquired property was his separate estate. 

Their Lordships call attention to the 
fact that the person here ^ spoken of as 
having ancestral property in his hands 
was the karta. Down to 1890 Ram Narain 
was not the karta. After that date ho 
was. The decision, therefore, applies in 
strictness to the present case only from 
that date. Further, in that case the father 
was the kart.i and not, as in the present 
case, a brother. But in the facts to be 
presently stated their Lordships hnd that 
the decision has a very close application 

to the present case. 


INDIAN OASES. 


693 


Vo.'. XL] 

SORAJ NARAIN t\ RATAN LAL. 

The position with regard to the private 
earnings of Ram Narain is this: It has 
not been established that any circumstances 
existed from which it could be inferred 
that there was any joint family estate in 
the separate earnings of the four brothers, 
and it must be accepted that the earnings 
of Ram Narain were monies which he was 
at perfect liberty to use in any manner 
that he thought fit. At the same time, it 
would be quite consistent with the principle 
which regulates joint family estates that he 
should, in fact, have brought them into the 
joint property and made them part of the 
whole. The question is: Has he done so? 

There is really little or no direct evidence 
upon the point except the books of account 
that he kept, supplemented by his own 
verbal evidence in a suit that was decided 
in 1893. But this evidence is important, 
and, in their Lordships’ view, throws 
considerable light upon the true history 
of the case. The book of account that 
he kept, apart from the books of a cloth 
business carried on at Hardoi and admit- 
tedly joint property, and separate registers 
and accounts of each of the village*, was 
a book which appears to have been in 
the same form and continued from 1869 
down to the date of his death. It is 
not strictly an account book at all, but 
a book in which is recorded from day 
to day various payments and receipts of 
money from different sources, and undoubt- 
edly it includes - and, so far as their 
Lordships are aware, it is the only book 
that includes — the receipts of his earnings 
as Pleader and his private payment. For 
the year 1876 the book has been placed in 
extenso in the record. This year has been 
selected as a typical year, and their 
Lordships have accepted it as characteristic 
of the accounts throughout the whole mate- 
rial period of time. In addition to receipts 
from his professional income, it shows 
receipts from several properties which are 
admittedly joint properties, and, although 
the books and materials were open for the 
respondents’ inspection, and these books 
included the register of the villages 
admittedly owned by the joint family in 
the Hardoi district, it has been impossible 
to show that these entries do not include 
receipts from all the joint properties that 
were then under Ram Narain’s manage- 

63 


ment. The entries also undoubtedly show 
certain payments of joint accounts, and in 
the case of the Mahora village they show 
the receipt of money from the joint 
family estate and its application in the 

purchase of this property. There are entries 
of revenue payments in respect of villages 
which were joint property; of income receiv- 
ed from such villages; of fees received for 
professional work as Pleader; of payments 
for the purchase of villages — e.g ., the 

village of Samrihta, which was acquired 
in the name of Raj Narain, the learta, 

in July 1876; the villages of Kasmundi 
and Backharwa, acquired in the name of 
Ra.i Narain in the same month; the 

village of Masit, acquired in December 
1876 in the name of Ram Narain; of pay- 
ments made to servants at Lucknow on 
account of their pay, and so on. The 
account may be called an ‘’omnibus” 
account, into which Ram Narain’s 
professional fees are carried in common 
with other items such as described, and 
from these mingled sources a balance is 
struck day by day, and the whole account 
is abstracted and summarised at the end 
of the year. The receipts amount to 

Rs. 27,206-13-8, of which Rs. 2,866-4-9 are 
fees, Rs. 12 are presents, Rs. 1,578-3-6 
are income from “personal villages on 
account of village Mahora” and from “joint 
village”, Rs. 2,819-6-3 are “from the account 
of the personal and the leased villages,” and 
so on. On the other side are purchases, 
Rs. 19,056-14-0.” among which the 

villages of Masit, Samrihta, and Kas- 
mundi are found. As the result, a credit 
balance of Rs. 1S9-1-6 at the beginning of 
the year becomes a credit balance of 
Rs. 141-11-1 at the end of the year. 

Now there is nothing whatever to show 
that out of this account payments were 
from time to time transmitted to the 
joint family accounts that were kept at 
Lucknow, and this, in their Lordships’ 
opinion, is a most material matter 
because, if no such remittances were 
made, it follows that the balances that 
were carried forward from time to time 
and brought into account against future 
purchases were blended balances of Ram 
Narain’s own earnings and of joint monies 
and that they remain so blended throughout 
the whole period of time. It is quite - tru e 


» 
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that, as time went on, other monies were 
also entered in these accounts which cannot 
be regarded as joint. There were monies 
received from Kishan Lai and Ratan Lai, 
from his daughter, and, it may even be, 
from other sources, and it is urged that 
these monies cannot possibly be regarded 
as blended with the joint family estate, 
and that, therefore, Ram Narain s private 
earnings ought equally to be regarded as 
outside the joint property. But this argu- 
ment is not conclusive, because these monies, 
regarded as the monies of Kishan Lai, 
Ratan Lai and his wife, were not the monies 
of people sharing in the joint estate, and 
were incapable of being blended in the 
manner suggested and they would remain 
monies for which Ram Narain would be 
liable to account; but his own means stood 
in a different position, and if their associa- 
tion with the joint family monies in the 
account in the manner mentioned would 
be sufficient evidence of their being blended, 
the mere fact that other monies were there 
also would not necessarily destroy the value 
of the inference. 

The respondents had the means of show- 
ing before the Subordinate Judge that this 
system of aocount could be and was ex- 
plained, e. 0 ., that this was but an omnibus 
book, and that he kept a separate joint 
property account. The respondents did not 
do so. The Subordinate Judge had all the 
books before him. Their Lordships have 
not. He concluded that the appellants were 
right. Their Lordships are not prepared 
to differ from him as to the effect of the 
books, all of which he saw and some of 
which their Lordships have seen. They 
have looked carefully to see what the Judicial 
Commissioners held on appeal as regards 
this part of the case. They express them- 
selves as ‘ perplexed” by the entries and 
found it impossible to arrive at any certain 
conclusion as to the system on which these 
various account books were kept up.” Their 
Lordships are not prepared to stop at the 
point of perplexity. They think that the 
books blend Ram Narain’s professional earn- 
ings with his receipts and payments on 
account of joint properties, and thus afford 
evidence upon the question under considera- 
tion. 

A second and most important head of 


evidence is found in a deposition made by 
Ram Narain on the 5th August 1893. This 
was three years after he became karta . He 
says: — 

“The money was of our family, partly 
on account of savings from my practice and 
partly from remittances from Lucknow. 
The sale-deeds are in names of Raj Narain 
and some in my name too. 1 did not send 
any money in cash to Raj Narain from 
Hardoi. He never asked me to send.” 

And in cross-examination: — 

“Money was not sent from Hardoi, a 9 
property was being purchased there. The 
proceeds of sale of ancestral villages and 
other ancestral money were used in villages 
in this district and also in other work of 
the family. No profit was [sic] ever took 
place iu our family. My father had four 
sons: viz , Raj Narain, eldest, myself, Bakht 
Narain, and Suraj Narain. We were all 
joint and all family property was joint. 
Partition never took place. One member 
of the family works as manager, Raj Narain 
was manager and now I am manager. I, 
Bakht Narain, and Suraj Narain are still 
joint ” 

Their Lordships cannot find that the 
Judicial Commissioners gave any effect to 
this evidence. It is plain and direotly to 
the point, and they have found no answer 
to it. 

This conclusion, however, does not de- 
termine the case. Some of the properties 
that are in dispute are properties that were 
purchased in the name of the respondent, 
Ratan Lai, and it is still open to him to 
show that each of those transactions re- 
presented a gift from Ram Narain to him- 
self. This question also is singularly des- 
titute of direct evidence. There is an un- 
doubted foundation from which such an 
intention could be readily assumed. Ram 
Narain was on terms of very close and 
intimate affection with his daughter. She 
was his sole child, and the formal phrase 
ntitchashmi , under which he constantly re- 
ferred to her, conveyed more than a formal 
meaning. Ratan Lai, his son-in-law, also 
shared his affection, and seems to have made 
considerable sacrifices in return. He allow- 
ed his wife to stay in her father’s house, 
and in the disputes which divided the family 
he took the side of Ram Narain against 
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his own parents, and it is said, was, there- 
fore, disinherited. Ram Narain undoubtedly 
received from his son-in-law monies for 
profitable investment, and the suggestion 
that these monies might be regarded as 
returned by the payment of certain house- 
hold expenses is one repugnant to the best 
ideas and traditions of a Hindu family, 
and one which their Lordships wholly reject. 
It is, therefore, easy to infer that Ram 
Narain had many motives which would 
prompt him to make abundant provision 
for his daughter and her husband, neither 
of whom would in the absence of such 
provision have any share in his estate. 

Bot even with this presumption, the mere 
fact of purchases of properties in the name 
of Ratan Lai would not of itself be suffi- 
cient to 3how that they were intended as a 
gift, but their Lordships think that evi- 
dence is not wanting to make the inference 
complete, and that evidence is contained 
in the statement of Ram Narain himself. 
Their Lordships are in entire agreement 
with the Subordinate Judge and the learned 
Judicial Commissioners in holding that the 
statement of Ram Narain made in 1899 is 
properly admitted in evidence. It was a 
statement which, whether the property was 
joint or whether it was his own, it was 
against his own personal interest to 
make, since in effect it declared that the 
properties there referred to were those 
of Ratan Lai; nor do their Lordships see 
any reason why it should be discredited; and 
if accepted it furnishes sufficient evidence, 
taken in connection with the circumstances, 
to support the claim of Ratan Lai. It is 
in these terms: — 

■ "The capital outlay required to pay the ar- 
rears of revenue was provided partly by 
me and partly by Ratan Lai. The profits 
will be enjoyed entirely by him. I manage 
this estate for him and also his other 
Zemindari in this District. I have bought 
a lot of Zemindari in his name, in order 
to make provision for him, as against my 
adopted son, who would be my heir.” 

Their Lordships do not think that this 
evidence and that given in 1893 are 
irreconcilable. The former related to a period 
different from the latter, and it does not 
follow that they cover the same transactions. 
Upon the view which their Lordships have 


already expressed, Ram Narain did blend 
his own monies with the joint family monies, 
and purchased property in his own name 
and that of Raj Narain which must be 
regarded as joint estate; but this does not 
necessarily lead to the conclusion that the 
properties purchased in the name of Ratan 
Lai were of the same character. It is 
admitted that there were abundant monies 
coming from the private earnings of Ram 
Narain to furnish the consideration for these 
purchases, and that he was at full liberty 
to use them for that purpose if he so 
desired. But if once the intention to buy 
them for Ratan Lai be accepted, as their 
Lordships think it must, there only remains 
the question as to whether these monies 
had been so dealt with by Ram Narain 
before his purchase as to put it outside his 
power to gratify the intention of making 
the gift. The material before their Lordships 
does not lead them to this conclusion. 
Remembering that Ram Narain had full 
power to deal with his earnings as he 
thought fit, the fact that he blended those 
that were not otherwise used does not 
mean that every entry of a purchase in the 
book is an entry of a transaction so dealt 
with that it must be regarded as joint 
property. If, for example, having monies 
of Ratan Lai’s in his own hands, he either 
by using his own monies or by borrowing 
on his own account obtained the funds 
necessary for the purchase of the property 
in question, and such properties were 

bought with the intention of benefiting 
Ratan Lai, the mere fact that the 

transactions were recorded in the books 
whioh also recorded the receipts of his own 
and the joint monies would not prevent 
them being used for that purpose, and 
this view appears to have been taken by 
the Subordinate Judge; but if this be so, 
it appears to their Lordships to apply equal- 
ly to purchases made with Ram Narain’s 
monies alone, when once it is accepted 
that they were used with the intention of 
making a gift. The learned Judicial Com- 
missioners appear to think that even as- 
suming that they had been blended in tha 
first instance, there was nothing to prevent 
Ram Narain from making this use of them 
and there would appear to be some sup- 
port for this view in the fact that similar 
joint monies were apparently used for the 
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endowment of the daughter of Ikbal 
Narain 

Their Lordships do not, however, think 
it is necessary to rely on this circumstance. 
For reasons already given, they think that, 
the gift in favour of Ratan Lai may be 
regarded as established so far, but so far 
only, as the properties are concerned in the 
Hardoi district, which were bought in the 
name of Ratan Lai alone. 

There only remains one further point for 
consideration, and that affects certain pro- 
perties, Nos. 1 — 4 inclusive and No. 32 in 
List 5, which weie purchased at auction 
at a sale under order if the Court in the 
name of Ratan Lai. Their Lordships were 
satisfied that any claim to these properties 
by the appellants is defeated by section 

317 of the Civil Procedure Code. 

Their Lordships will, therefore, humbly 
advise His Majesty (1) that these appeals 
ought to be allowed in part; (2) that the 
decrees of the Court of the Judicial 
Commissioner of Oudh respectively, dated 

the 30th day of October 1909, 
and the decrees of the Court of the 
Additional Judge of Hardoi respec- 
tively, dated the 27th day of August 1908, 
as regards the following properties which 
have not been in question upon these 
appeals ought to be affirmed: List V annexed 
to plaint in Suit No. i of 190c, Item 23, Manza 
Gobardhanpur, 2 biswas; List \Ia annexed 
to plaint in Suit No. 1 of 1 908, Item 1, houses 
and shops in Hardoi Kh List VI 11 
annexed to plaint in Suit No. 1 of l908, Item 
4., decree in suit of Pandit Uatan Lai v. 
Hr, pal Singh , and the business carried on 
in the cloth shop at Hardoi; 13) that it 
ought to be declared that the appellants 
are also entitled to the following pro- 
perties: List V annexed to plaint in Suit 
No. i of 1908, Item 30, Kashmiri Bagh 
Sitla.ji, Item 31, half share of the land 
at Pakra; List VI A annexed to plaint in 
Suit No. 1 of 1908, Item 19, land at 
Suklapur, Item lO, land at Thok Khala, 
Item 21, land at Tlick Unchn; List \ 111, 
annexed to plaint in Suit No. 1 of 1908, 
Item 34, decree against Pandit Ram Narain, 
Item on, agreement for cosh ; (4) that the 
appellants’ claim to the remaining properties 
ought to be dismissed; (5) that in other 
let pc cL , except as to costs, the decrees of 


the Court of the Judicial Commissioner ought 
to be set aside; (6) that subject to the 
aforesaid declarations and modiBcations the 
decrees of the Court of the Additional 
Judge ought to be restored; and (7) that 
the parties ought to bear their own costs of 
these appeals. 

Appeals allowed in part . 

Solicitors for the Appellants: Messrs. 
James Gray Sf Son. 

Solicitors for the Respondents: Messrs. T. 
L . Wilson Co. 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Appeal from Appellate Decree No. 134 

ok 1915. 

April 20, 1917. 

Present: — Mr. Justice Fletcher and 
Mr. Justice Newbould. 

NANDA LAL 13 ANK RJ EL -Plaintiff- 

Appellant 

versus 

UMKS CHANDRA DAS— Defendant — 

Respondent. 

Bengal Tenancy Act (VIII B.C. <>/ 18S5,), .s. 107 — /«• 
cumbrance, annulment of — “ Dale oj sule, " meaning oj. 

Tlio words “oat© of sale” in section li 7 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act mean the date when the sale 
is continued, and not the date when tho property 
is actually sold to the purchaser. This is especially 
so where the sale took place when the Civil Pro- 
cedure Code of 1882, under which the purchaser 
could acquire no interest until the sale certificate was 
issued, was in force, [p. 908, col. 1.] 

Yusuf (htzi v. Asmatullah, 15 Jnd. Cas. 430; 17 C. 
W. N. 410; 10 O. L .1. 131, not followed. 

Mataugini Chaurihurani v. Srecnath Das, 7 C. W. N, 
552, followed. 

Appeal against the decree of the District 
Judge, 24 Perganas, dated tho 12th 
September 1914, confirming that of the 
Subordinate Judge at Alipur, dated the 30th 
June 1913. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Babus Dwarka Rath Chuckerbariy and 
Bamtar^n Chatterjee , for the Appellant. — 
The case now set up for the defence is that 
the plaintiff had knowledge of the incum- 
brance, viz , the dar putni\etise but no such point 
was taken in the written statement, nor was 
there any issue raised on this point. So 
the defendant should not be allowed to 
raise this point not taken in the written 
state il cut. it is u question of fact, and the 
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defendant was bound to state it specifically 
in the written statement. 

Then even if the plaintiff had any know- 
ledge of the incumbrance, that knowledge is 
not sufficient because he had no notice of 
the incumbrance as a purchaser. A notice 
is no notice unless it is taken by a person 
interested or bound to take notice. The 
word notice” in section 167, Bengal Tenancy 
Act, contemplates notice by a purchaser as 
such. To annul the incumbrance notice to 
the Collector under section 167 may be given 
within a year from the date of sale. “Date 
of sale” in section 167 should be taken to 
mean day of confirmation of sale.” The 
notice given in this case within a year from 
the confirmation of sale was a good notice 
and was sufficient to annul the incumbrance. 
The section says that the incumbrance is 
annulled as soon as the notice is given to 
the Collector. 

The purchaser, however, has no title to 
the property unless the sale is confirmed. 
So he cannot give any notice for the annul- 
ment of incumbrance prior to the confirma- 
tion of sale, for it would be an anomaly 
if the incumbrance can be annulled by the 
purchaser prior to the accrual of title to 
the property purchased. See Banko Behai y 
Das v. Krishna Chandra Bhomnick (i). 

Babu Mohesh Chun hr Banerji , for Babu 
Jyotish Chunder Hazrah, for the Respondent. — 
The point that the purchaser had notice of 
the incumbrance at the time of sale was 
taken in the written statement, and an 
express issue was raised on this point. At 
the time of sale the plaintiff had knowledge 
of the incumbrance but still he did not give 
notice for its annulment within a year from 
the date of sale. 

As regards the question within what period 
notice for the annulment of incumbrance 
should be given, I rely on the express word- 
ing of the provisions of section 167, Bengal 
Tenancy Act. There is no ambiguity in the 
language used in the section and sec- 
tion 167, sub-section (1), says that notice 
is to be given within a year from the 
date of sale or the date on which the 
purchaser first had notice of the incumb- 
rance. The case of Yusuf Qazi v. Asmat- 

(1) 9 Ind. Cas. 528; 18 C. \V. N. 349; 18 C. L. J. 
170 o)i L. P. A. 21 Ind. Cas. 419. 


ullah (2) supports my contention. “Date 
of sale” cannot by any stretch of langu- 
age mean date of confirmation of sale. If 
the Legislature had in mind “date of con- 
firmation,” there is no reason why those 
words were not^ used but instead of them 
the expression “date of sale” is used. 

JUDGMENT. 

Fletcher, J. — This is an appeal from a 
decision of the learned District Judge ol the 
24-P ergannahs affirming the decision of 
the Subordinate Judge at Alipore. The 
plaintiff sued for a declaration of his right 
to a putni which he had purchased at a 
sale for arrears of rent held under the provi- 
sions of the Bengal Tenancy Act. The 
sale at which the plaintiff purchased took 
place on the 16th December 1907. Litiga- 
tion ensued after the sale and the sale was 
not confirmed until the 5th September 1908. 
On the 22nd September 190S, the plaintiff 
took possession and the present defendant 
then set up a dur -putni right. On the 8th 
March 1909, an application was made 
under section 167 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act to annul the defendant's encumbrance 
and the notice was served on the 13th April 
1939. The present suit wa3 brought on 
the 12th April 1912. The defence as raised 
by the defendant in his written statement 
was, fi;st of all, that the plai itiff was the 
benamidar of the defaulting tenant. That 
was found against the defendant. S) was 
also the defence raised that no notice had 
been served under the terms of seetion 167 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act. But the suit 
was dismissed on the ground that the plaint- 
iff had notice of the defendant’s encumb- 
rance before he purchased the property 
and, therefore, he was out of time under 
the terms of section 167 in not having served 
the notice to annul the defendant’s encum- 
brance in time. It has been argued in this 
appeal t' at that point was not raised in 
the defence and no issue had been settled 
with regard to it and that the defendant 
ought not to have been allowed to enter into 
that defence. There it a good deal to say 
with regard to that. Io the view that I 
take of the authorities of this Court, I am 
unable to agree with the vnw of the learned 

(2) 15 Ind. Cas. 430; 17 C. W. \\ 4IQ : 16 C. J, 
131. 
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Judge nf the lower Appellate Court that 
the date of the sale was the 16th December 

1907, and not the date on which the sale 
was confirmed, namely, the 5th September 

1908. If the ‘date of sale’ mentioned in 
section 167 of the Bengal Tenancy Act is the 
date when the sale is confirmed, then it is 
quite clear that the notice that was served on 
the 13th April 1909 was within one year 
from the date of the sale. The sale to the 
plaintiff was made under the provisions of 
the Code of Civil Procedure of 1882 and, 
under section 316 of that Code, the title to 
the property sold in execution vested in 
the purchaser from the date of the certifi- 
cate of sale and not before. Section 65 of 
the present Code of Civil Procedure is in 
different terms. The question as to what is 
the meaning of the words “ date of sale” as 
used in the sections of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act has formed the snbjeot of judicial deci- 
sion in certain cases before this Court. The 
first case that reference may be made to is 
the case of Matangini Chaudkurani v. Sreenath 
Das (3), where Maclean, C. J., and Mr. 
Justice Stevens held that the words date of 
sale” used in section 169, sub-section (1), 
clause (c), of the Bengal Tenancy Act meant 
the date of the confirmation of sale and not 
the actual date of sale. It is quite true that 
that decision was on section 169, but there 
cannot be any difference, so far as I can see, 
between the meaning of the words date of 
sale’ as used in section 169 and in section 167, 
It is quite true that subsequent to that 
decision, the Legislature amended section 
169 by altering the words ‘date of sale’ 
to the date of the confirmation of sale;’ 
but still the decisions of this Court remain un- 
affected that the words ‘date of sale’ used in 
the Act as they existed before the amend- 
ment meant the date when the sale was con- 
firmed. There is no reason why that decision 
should not govern the words date of sale’ as 
used in section 167. The next decision that 
reference may be made to is the decision in 
the case of Yusuf Gazi v Asmatullah (2), 
a decision of Mr. Justice Brett and Mr. 
Justice Sharfuddin. There the learned 
Judges held that the words date of sale’ 
in section 167 meant the date on which 
the sale of the holding or tenure had actually 
taken place and the reason on which they 

based their judgment is this: that as section 
(3) 7 C. W. N. 552. 


169 as amended referred to the date of the 
confirmation of the sale, therefore, in sec- 
tion 167 where the words ‘the date of the 
confirmation of the sale’ did not appear, the 
words ‘date of sale’ must refer to a period 
other than the date of the confirmation of 
the sale. In my opinion, there is a manifest 
fallacy. Section 167 and section 169 prior 
to the amendment both used the same words, 
namely, the words date of sale.” It was 
judicially declared in this Court that the 
words date of sale’ in section 169 meant 
the date of the confirmation of the sale and 
the Legislature in amending section 169 
clearly did not consider the terms of seotion 
167, and section 167 remained unaffected by 
that amendment. I think that the learned 
Judges who decided the case of Yusuf Qazi 
Asmatullah (2) were not justified in dis- 
tinguishing the case, or, at any rate, in 
departing from the decision in the case of 
Matangini Chaudhnrani v. Sreenath Das (3), 
on the ground that by a subsequent amend- 
ment of seotion 169 different words had been 
used to those that appeared in seotion 167. 

It may be doubted whether the same learned 
Judges in a subsequent case did not to some 
extent go back upon that decision, because in 
the case of Taibatannessa Chowdhurani v. 
Pravabati Dasi (4) those learned Judges 
came to the conclusion that in certain 
circumstances the words date of sale’ 

as mentioned in seotion 167 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act meant the date of the 
confirmation of the sale. With all due 
respect to the learned Judges, the conduct of 
a defendant cannot alter the meaning of the 
words used by the Legislature in a particular 
section of an Act. I think the learned Judges 
in the decision reported as Taibatannessa 
Chowdhurani v. Pravabati Dasi ( 4 ) haveshown 
that in certain cases at any rate, the words 
‘date of sale’ as used in section - 167 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act mean the date when 
the sale is confirmed. The next decision 
that has been referred to is the decision of a 
Judge sitting singly in this Court; that is, the 
decision of Mr. Justice N. R. Chatterjea in the 
case of Banko Behary Das v . Krishna Chandra 
Bhoinnick (1). There the learned Judge held 
distinctly that the words ‘date of sale’ used in 
section 167 of the Bengal Tenancy Act meant 
the date when the sale was confirmed and he 

did so relying upon the decision of this Court 
(4) 4Ind. Cas. 760; 10 C. L. J. 640. 



Vol. XL] 


INDIAN OA.SB&. 


999 


KETOKEY CHARAN RANERJI V . SARAT KUMARI DERf. 


intheoase of Matangini Ohaudhurani v . Sreenath 
Das (3). It is quite true that that decision 
is not binding on us; but the opinion of the 
learned Judge is, of course, entitled to the high- 
est respect. In his view, the case was covered by 
the case of Matangini Chaudharan? v. Sreenath 
Das (3), and I think he rightly held so. The 
case of Matangini Ghaudliurani v. Sreenath Das 
(3), which is the first of these authorities is 
not distinguishable from the present case. 
It is quite true that against the decision of 
Mr. Justice N. R. Chatterjea a Letters Patent 
Appeal was preferred; but the judgment of 
the learned Judges who heard the Letters 
Patent Appeal rested on grounds other than 
that as to the meaning of the words date of 
sale’ as used in section 167, but they cast 
no doubt upon the correctness of the decision 
of Mr. Justice N. R. Chatterjea in that 
respect. I think the words date of sale’, 
especially where the sale took place under 
the Code of 1882 and where the purchaser 
could acquire no interest until the sale certifi- 
cate was issued, mean clearly the date of the 
confirmation of the sale. To hold otherwise 
would practically in some oases take away 
from the plaintiff the right to annul encum- 
brances at all because, as in the present 
case where the plaintiff has been found to 
have known of the encumbrance before the 
date of the actual sale and litigation ensued, 
and the sale was not confirmed for a consider- 
able time after the date of the sale, if the 
date referred to in section 167 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act be the date of the actual 
sale, than the purchaser will have no period 
within which he can annul encumbrances 
unless he elects to annul the encumbrances 
before his title to the property has been 
finally determined. I think that the view 
that was expressed by Mr. Justice N. R. 
Chatterjea in the case of Banko Behary Dasv. 
Krishna Chandra Bhowmick (1) is the correct 
view and that the words ‘date of sale’ referred 
to in section 167 of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
mean the date when the sale is confirmed, and 
not the date when the property is actually 
sold to the purchaser. That being so, even 
if this defence was open to the defendant in 
this case, I think it was not sufficient to bar 
the plaintiff’s suit. The learned Judge of 
the lower Appellate Court dismissed the 
plaintiff’s suit on his finding that the plaintiff 
was out of time for the purpose of annulling 
j-he encumbrance. There were other issues 


arising on the merits and they have not been 
determined. The case must, therefore, go 
back to the lower Appellate Court to have 
the appeal re-heard with reference to the 
other issues which have not been disposed of. 
Costs will abide the result of the re-hearing 
by the lower Appellate Court. 

Newbould, J. — I agree. 

Gase sent hack . 


CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

In the matter of Appeal No. 87 OF 1914. 

January 9, 1917. 

Present : — Sir Lancelot Sanderson, Kt., 

Chief Justice, and Justice Sir Asutosh 

Mookerjee, Kt. 

lie KETOKEY CH 4RA.N BANERJT and 
others - Debtors — Petitioners 

V6TSUS 

Srimati SARAT KUMAR! DEBI— 
Creditor — Opposite Party. 

Costs awarded against nominal party pat forward by 
real party, whether can be recovered from real party 
— Inherent power to award costs— Appellate Insolvency 
Jurisdiction of High Court — Civil Procedure Cod? (Act 

V of I90SJ, s. 151. 

Proceedings for the adjudication of the petitioners 
in insolvency, instituted in the Original Side of 
Hi <r h Court by certain persons in the name of a 
lady, were dismissed with costs against the lady 
by an order of the Court, and an appeal against the 
order preferred in the name of the lady was also 
dismissed with costs by the Appellate Court: 

Held, on a substantive application of the petition- 
ers to the Appellate Court chat the real people 
who put forward the lady to institute the proceed- 
ings for the adjudication in insolvency should be 
made to pay the costs of the proceedings awarded 
against the lady and taxed by the Taxing Officer, 
although those persons were not present when the 
taxation of costs took place on notice to the lady, 
and although one of them did not live or carry on 
business within the limits of the Original Side of the 
High Court, [p. 1000, col. 1; p. 1001 col. 2.] 

The High Court in its Appellate Insolvency 
Jurisdiction has ample inherent power to make an 
order in regard to the costs of the proceedings for 
adjudication in insolvency, where it is satisfied upon 
the facts of the case that the proceedings have been 
an abuse of the process of the Court, [p. 1000, col. 2.] 

Rule granted on the application of the peti- 
tioners on the 21st December 1916. 

FACTS of the case will appear from 37 

Ind. Cas. 71. 

Mr. N. Sarkar y for the Petitioners. 

Mr H. D. Bose , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. 

Sanderson, C. J.-In this case there waa 
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a firm consisting of certain persons Ketokey 
Charan Banerjee, Apurna Chander Banerjee, 
Keshini Charan Banerjee, Gyanada Churn 
Banerjee and Nagendra Nath Banerjee, who, 
as 1 understand, it has been found, had 
certain interest in the firm. The business 
was carried on under the style of A. C. 
Chatterjee & Co. The first four of the above- 
mentioned persons were adjudicated insolvents 
upon the application of one Sarat Kumari 
Debi who is t lie wife of one Surendra Nath 
Banerjee, and it has been found that Surendra 
Nath Banerjee and Nagendra Nath Banerjee 
were joint in business. The basis of the appli- 
cation for the adjudication in insolvency was 
that certain shares in the business had been 
assigned to an individual whose name was 
Dinonath Mukerjee and the order of adjudi- 
cation was made upon that allegation. After 
two or three investigations, it was found that 
the assignment to Dinonath was an assign- 
ment to him as a benamtlur for Nagendra 
Nath Banerjee and Surendra Nath Banerjee. 
It has also been found by this Court that 
Sarat Kumari Debi was not a real creditor 
of the firm at all but t hat she was put for- 
ward merely as a blind for Nagendra Nath 
Banerjee and Surendra Nath Banerjee, so 
that the real position was this that Nagendra 
Nath Banerjee and Surendra Nath Baner- 
jee were in reality presenting the petition 
for the adjudication in insolvency based upon 
an assignment which was apparently made 
to a third person but was in reality made to 
themselves, and then having got that adjudi- 
cation they were putting forward Sarat 
Kumari as a creditor whereas they were 
themselves in reality making a claim as cre- 
ditors in the adjudication. It should further 
be added that upon the application of the 
petitioners, Greaves, J., by an order dated 
4th August 1 DIG annulled the adjudication 
order. The Court of Appeal having held that 
the application of Sarat Kumari Debi was 
not the application of a luma fide creditor of 
the firm, and her claim having consequently 
been dismissed with costs, the petitioner now 
comes before the Court asking for an order 
that the real people behind Sarat Kumari 
Debi should be made to pay the costs of the 
proceedings connected with the claim of 
Sarat Kumari Debi as a creditor in the in- 
solvency, and Ihis application is based upon 
the allegation that the proceedings by 

Ragendra Nath Banerjee and Surendra Nath 


Banerjee in the name of Sarat Kumari 
Debi were an abuse of the process of the 
Court. 

The first point taken by the learned Coun- 
sel who showed cause against this Rule was 
that this Court had no jurisdiction to make 
the order. The section of the Civil Proce- 
dure Code to which our attention was drawn 
was section 151, whioh provides as follows: — 

“ Nothing in this Code shall be deemed to 
limit or otherwise affect the inherent power 
of the Court to make such orders as may 
be necessary for the ends of justice or to 
prevent abuse of the process of the 
Court.” 

As regards the inherent power of the 
Court to deal with an abuse of the process 
of the Coart there is authority to be found 
in the case of Jointee Chunder Sein v. 
An undo LalL Doss (1). I need not refer to the 
facts of that case, but it is an authority for 
saying that this Court has ample power to 
make an order with regard to the costs of the 
proceedings, where it is satisfied upon the faeta 
of theoase that the proceedings have been an 
abuse of the process of the Couit: and in my 
judgment there is no doubt that on the 
facts of this case we have jurisdiction to 
make the order asked for if we think it 
proper so to do. 

The next point raised is that inasrauoh 
as Nagendra Nath Banerjee lived outside 
the jurisdiction of the original side of this 
Court and he did not carry on business 
within the limits of the original juris- 
diction of this Court, we could not now 
make any order as against him, it being 
admitted that Surendra Nath Banerjee 
was within the jurisdiction of this Court. 
As regards Nagendra Nath Banerjee in 
my judgment the position is this: This 
Court has held that in reality he was one 
of the two persons who came to the Court 
for the purpose of making use of the process 
of the Court, and if we come to the con- 
clusion on the facts of the case that not 
only did he make use of the process of 
the Court but also that he abused the 
process of the Court, 1 have no doubt 
that this Court has jurisdiction to make 
an order not only in 1 . is case but also in 
the case of Surendra Nath Banerjee, 


(1) 14 W. K. 0. C. 1 at p. 4. 
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The third point that was raised by the elusion is irresistible that her name must 
learned Counsel, Mr. Bose, was that on be removed from the category of the 

the facts of the case no order as to costs creditors of the insolvents in these prooeed- 

ought- to be made. In my judgment this ings”. I ought to have said that Sarat 

Rule should be made absolute. I think Kumari Debi is a purdanashin lady with 

that 1 have already stated the facts suffioi- as L understand, no property of her own. 

ently to show that from the beginning to Now, under those circumstances I think 
the end the proceedings instituted by in such proceedings as these, when they 

Nagendra Nath Banerjee and Surendra Nath have failed in consequence of the decision 

Banerjee were an abuse of the process of the of this Court, and when, if the costs are 

Court. In the first instance, as I have already taxed, there are no means of getting them 

said, they put forward an assignment which paid by Sarat Kumari Debi, she having 

purported to be made to a third person no property, and when we find that the 

as a basis of the insolvency proceedings, real people behind her were first of all 

whereas it has been found as a fact that her husband, and secondly, her brother-in- 

the assignment was in reality made to these law, who have used her name in connection 

two. They then put forward the lady with these proceedings, it would be most 

Sarat Kumari Debi, who was the wife of unjust if we were prevented from making’ 

Surendra Nath Banerjee, as a bona fide credi- a proper order as to costs. In my judg- 

tor, whereas it has been found as a fact ment there has been an abuse of the 

that she was not a bona fide creditor; and process of the Court. Consequently the 

for the purpose of my judgment and to costs which have been taxed with respeot 

make the statement of facts quite clear, to this matter, which I understand, amount 

I propose to read what was said by my to Rs. 1,872, should be recovered from 

learned brother Mr. Justioe Mookerjee on Nagendra Nath Banerjee and Surendra 

the hearing of the appeal as follows: “The Nath Banerjee. 

essence of the matter is that her account There is one final point taken by the 
opens with two sums, Rs. 2,487-8-6 learned Counsel, and that was that his 

and Rs. 14,233-13-6 respectively; in res- client was not present when the taxation 

peot of one of these sums, the lady was of the costs took place. It is, however, 
a benamdar of her husband, while in re3- admitted that notice was given to Sarat 
pect of the other, she was a benamdar of Kumari Debi of the fact that the taxation 
her brother-in-law. True it is that there of the costs was going to take place, and 
is no evidence of the source of the subse- if either of his clients had desired (she 
quent advances, but in the absence of being the wife of one and the sister- in- 
tangible proof, we cannot assume that law of the other, and the facts must have 
those sums belonged rather to her been known to them) to dispute any item 
husband than to her brother-in-law. of the taxation, they should have appeared 
There is, further, a significant admis- through their attorney to investigate the 
sion by Nagendra Nath Banerjee costs. I do not think in this case any 
that he and his brother, Surendra Nath further taxation of costs ought to take 
Banerjee, are joint, and this account may place. 

lend some support to a possible theory My learned brother Mr. Justice Mookerjee 
that both the brothers used the name of the reminds me that there was one other point 
respondent as their benamdar. But what- to which I have not referred, and that was 
ever the real state of affairs may be, one this: It was contended by Mr. Bose that 
cardinal fact is established beyond contro- inasmuch as the appeal was heard by 
versy, namely, that the respondent is not a Bench constituted by myself, Mr. Justice 
a creditor of the insolvents. How much Woodroffe and Mr. Justice Mookerjee, this 

of the sum which stands in her name is matter could not be disposed of by the 

her husband’s money and how much thereof Bench constituted as at present by my 

is her brother in-law’s money, we do not learned brother Mr. Justice Mookerjee and 
know; but if she be not a creditor of the myself. There is nothing in that contention, 

insolvents, as I bold she is not, the con- for this reason. This is not a question of 
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review of the judgment whioh was passed 
by us sitting together with Mr. Justice 
Woodroffe. This is a substantive application 
made to us to-day, and in my judgment 
there cannot be any doubt that the Bench 
as at present constituted has full jurisdiction 
to deal with this matter. It would probably 
have been more convenient if the applica- 
tion could have been made to the Bench 
when Mr. Justice Woodroffe was sitting 
with us, and we could have been glad to 
have had his assistance but I have no 
doubt that the Bench as at present con- 
stituted has full jurisdiction to deal with 

the matter. 

The Rule is made absolute with oosts. 

Mookerjee, J. — I agree. 

Rule made absolute. 


BOMBAY HIGH COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 1128 of 1915. 

December 18, 1916. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Batchelor and 

Mr. Justice Shah. 

PARSHOTTAM V DRIB HAT and others — 

Defendants - Appellants 

versus 


CHHATRASANGJI M A DH AVSANGJ1 
TH AKO R — Pd untiff - R«:spon dent. 

I] roach ami Kaira lncinnheidl K states Act (X\ I oj 
18K1), s. 28 - Moctyayc by talukdur, calhlity of— Mart - 
yaycc, riyht o f,to recover mortyaye money — Coni met Act 
(IX of 1872 J, 65, appHeabil it y oj. 

Section Go of the Contract Act lias no applicat ion 
to a case of transfer of property l»v way of mortgage, 
wl, ( »re tlic transfer is perfectly valid when made 
ai.d remains valid for a certain period of time fixed 
by the law. c. y the lifetime of the mortgagor. [p. 
1002, c >1 2.] 

Therefore, where a mortgage effected by a tnluhhir 
becomes void under section 28 of t lit* Broach and 
Kaira Incumbered Kslates Act, 1881 , after t he death 
of the InlnL'lnr , the mortgagee is not entitled to 
recover back the money advanced by him on the 
mortgage. | p. 1002, col. 2.J 

,la rerbhai .lorahhai v. Oonlhan .Verst, 28 lnd, Cas. 
442; 17 Bom. L. K 2f>0; 39 B. 558, distinguished. 

Second appeal from the decision of the 
District Judge, Ahmedabud, in Appeal 
No. 127 of 1911, reversing the decree passed 
by the Subordinate Judge, Umreth, in Civil 
Suit, No. 29 of 191.4. 

Mr. Or. lY. Thakor , for the Appellants. 

Mr, N. K. Mehta , for the Respondent. 


JUDGMENT. 

Batchelor, J. — The suit out of which 

this appeal arises was brought by the plain- 
tiff for a declaration that a deed of mort- 
gage made in March, 1894, by bis father 
is null and void. The plaintiff also sought 
to recover possession of the property. 

The plaint stated that the plaintiff is, 
and bis father was, a tahikdar of Kherda, 
and the mortgage-deed was void under 
section 28 of the Broach and Kaira Incumber- 
ed Estates Act, XXI of 1881, after the 
death of the mortgagor, the plaintiff’s father. 

The defendants are the representatives of 
the original mortgagee. 

The lower Appellate Court has decided 
in favour of the plaintiff upon the main 
contention, and nothing has been said in 
the argument before us to lead us to doubt 
the accuracy of that conclusion. Under 
section 2S of Act XXI of lbbl it is pro- 
vided that in circumstances such as we 
have here no mortgage shall be valid as 
to any time beyond the natural life of the 
mortgagor talukdur. 

Mr. Thakor, however, on behalf of the 
defendants, has contended that they are 
entitled to recover hack the money advanoed 
by them on the mortgage and that until 
this restitution is made to them, the plain- 
tiff has no right to recover possession of 
the property. The learned Pleader has relied 
in the first instance upon section 65 of the 
Indian Contract Act. That seotion, how- 
ever, in my judgment is of no application. 
For the case before ns is not a case where 
an agreement is discovered to be void or 
where a contract became void. The present 
is a case rather of a transfer of property 
by way of mortgage, the transfer being 
perfectly valid when made and remaining 
valid for a certain period of time fixed by 
the law, Ac., the lifetime of the mortgagor. 

Then the learned Pleader called in aid of 
his contention this Court’s decision in 
Juverlhai Jorabhai v. Qordhan Narsi (1). 
That case must, however, as I think, be 
distinguished. It was a case under the 
Blmgdari Act, 1862, and the consideration 
for the mortgage failed ab initio. In those 
circumstances the Court held that it was 
open to the plaintiff mortgagees to reoover 


(1) 28 lnd. Cas. -U2s 17 Bom. L. K. 259; 59 B. 35S, 
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under the covenant, which provided that if 
there should be any hindrance or obstruction 
concerning the house, the defendants and 
their property, their heirs and representa- 
tives would be liable for any loss which 
the plaintiffs might suffer and for the moneys 
which the plaintiffs had advanced. In other 
words, in that case, since the mortgage was 
void from the beginning, the event con- 
templated in the covenant had in fact 
happened, and the plaintiffs were entitled to 
take advantage of that happening. The 
covenant in the present case is in form very 
like that in Javerbhai's ca9e (1). It runs 
in these words: if any manner of obstruc- 

tion or hindrance be caused or any claim 
or right be preferred as regards this land, 
I personally, my heirs and representatives 
and children are to be answerable for your 
amount in respect of the mortgage.” But 
it seems to me impossible to say here that 
the event contemplated in the covenant has 
in fact happened. For the defendants actu- 
ally obtained possession of the mortgaged 
property and retained possession of it until 
the death of the mortgagor, i.e , for a total 
period of about nineteen years. 

Now the parties to this mortgage and 
this covenant must, I think, be taken to 
have contracted with reference to the 
existing la*', and the covenant must be read 
as limited to the time during which the 
mortgage remained valid under that law. 
During all that time, as I have said, there 
was no hindrance or obstruction or any other 
circumstance which could call the terms of 
the covenant into operation. It is true that 
the defendants’ term of possession has been 
shorter than it would have been if the law 
had been otherwise. But I cannot see how 
the defendants can lawfully complain of 
that. They must in my view be regarded 
as having taken their chance as to the length 
of their possession. As the learned District 
Judge observes: Presumably the mortgagor 

and mortgagee knew how they stood, and 
I suppose the mortgagee took proper care 
of his interests in view of the unsatisfactory 
nature of his security.” I am of opinion, 
for these reasons, that the contract between 
the parties has effectually been carried out, 
subject tv) the law of the country accord- 
ing to which they must be taken to have 
contracted. It follows, therefore, that the 
defendants are not entitled to any money 


compensation for handing over possession 
to the plaintiff. 

The appeal, therefore, in my opinion, fails 
and should be dismissed with costs. 

Shah, J.~- I am of the same opinion. 

Appeal dismissed. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 

Second Civil Appeal No. 2617 of 1916, 

February 19, 1917. 

Present: — Sir Donald Johnstone, Kt., 

Chief Judge. 

KAURA AND OTHERS — PLAINTIFFS — 

Appellants 

versus 

KALU RAM and others - Defendants — 

Respondents. 

Appeal , second — Onus, question of— Question oj law 
and fact— Punjab Courts Act fill of I914J, s. 41. 

In a case where, in the absence of all evidence 
on an issue, a decision is arrived at on a wrong 
laying of onus, the question of onus would be a 
question of law and a second appeal would be 
competent, [p. 1001, col 2.J 

It is otherwise, however, where the onus having 
been wrongly laid, the case is nevertheless decided 
on a weighing of evidence on both sides, [p. 1004, 
col. 2.] 

Second appeal from the decree of the 
District Judge, Mian wali, dated the 7th July 
1916, reversing that of the Munsif, First 
Class, Mianwali, dated the 8th November 
1915, decreeing plaintiffs’ claim. 

Mr. B. N. Kapur , for the Appel- 

lants. 

Mr. Nand Lai , for the Respondents. 

JUDGMENT. — The plaintiffs are Kaura, 
Sarfaraz., Allah Ditta and Khanan, 
sons of Bahadur, and the defendants the 
two sons and a son’s widow of the late 
Thakur Das. In 1878 we find, (a) 
Thakur Dass entered in Revenue Records 
as malik i-adna of 53 kanals in the kachha 
(land subject to river action), he having 
acquired by purchase from plaintiffs’ 
father; and (5) plaintiffs as the ala maliks 
of the same. In 1904 Kaura plaintiff 
and one Ahmadyar applied for portion 
of some 13,000 kanals known as Thul 
shamilat’i-dehy and the Revenue authorities 
found themselves face to face with the ques- 
tion of the rival rights in this shamilat of ala 
and adna maliks , the plaintiffs and Ahamad- 
yar being among the ala maliks. On 21st 
July 1904, the Revenue Assistant ruled 
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that only adna maliks were entitled to a 
share, the ala maliks ’ rights being limited 
to taking 6 per cent, calculated on the 
Government revenue. On this basis in 

1907 an area of 75 kanah 5 marlas (now 

in suit) was allotted to defendants. Plain- 
tiffs’ c^se is that their father Bahadur 
sold to Thakur Das only the adna rights 
in the 53 kanals and not any corresponding 
share in shamilat. 

Defendants pleaded that the sale 
included share in shamilat and that plain- 
tiffs are estopped by their own declarations 
and conduct from denying this. 

The first Court laid upon defendants 
the onus of proving what the sale included 
and after a lengthy discussion found the 
point in favour of plaintiffs. It also 
considered the grounds on which estoppel 
was set up and held that there was no 
waiver or estoppel. 

The lower Appellate Court reversed this 
decision and set aside the decree granted by 
the first Court. Its judgment is not to my 
mind very clear, but in a general v ay it may 
be said that the learned District Judge on the 
authorities seems to find that there is 
much to be said for the presumption that 
the sale, though it did not mention share 
of shamilat , did include that., and that the 
conduct of Kaura and Sarfaraz, plaintiffs, 
coupled with the inaction of all the 
plaintiffs from 1901 (when the Revenue 
Assistant found in principleagainst them), 
tells heavily against them. 

When this second appeal by the 
plaintiffs vas laid before Mr. Justice 
Leslie Jones in Chambers, he admitted it 
with the remark: “Js the onus rightly 
placed?” This has led to a preliminary 
objection that the question of imposition 
of onus probandi not being a question of 
law, no second appeal lies, and in support 
certain rulings have been quoted — Sadhn Ram 
v. Mvsimmat Btitui Bai (1), Xur I lain v. 
Municipal ('nmmittee,! Udhi (2) (only indirectly 
in point); but in my opinion the problem 
cannot be put in this naked form: much 
depends upon the nature of the case and 
the way in which the case has been 
handled in the lower Appellate Court. I 

(D nr, i\ u, 1K98. 

(2) OS P. It. 1897. 


distinguish, for instance, between a ease 
in which, in the absence of all evidence 
on an issae, a decision is arrived at on a 
wrong laying of onus, and a case in 
which, onus having been wrongly laid, the 
case is never heless decided on a weighing 
of evidence for and against. In the 

present case the lower Appellate Court 
ha.i noticed all the substantial matters 
favourable to each party and has come 
to a conclusion. Tt first points out that 
there was no deed of sale to Thakur 

Das but merely an entry in the 1878 
Settlement Record that he had bought 
the land from Bahadur for Rs. 2 10 and was 
in possession and was adna malik. Tien 
it discusses such rulings as Ram Das v. 
Amir Shah (3) and Mr. Thorburn’s Settle- . 
ment Report explaining the creation of 
adna milkiyat ; quotes with approval the 
Settlement Commissioner’s judgment of 
December -nd, 1904, which insists upon a 
presumption in favour of Thakur Das; adverts 
to Sarfaraz’s statement of k’9th June 1904, in 
which he seems to give a sor v of half-hearted 
assent to defendant’s claim; refeis to the 
statement of Kaura plaintiff and 1 1 othe s 
made on 13th September 1907, to the effect 
that they had seen the spot and were satisfied 
with the partition. Finally, after discussing 
and distinguishing further judgments as to the 
right presumption in such oases, it adverts to 
the plaintiffs’ long silence and their oenduot. 
Now, though in my opinion the initial onus 
was on defendants, yet the facts and 
cons : derations set forth by the lower 
Appellate Court lead fairly to the conclusion 
that the onus was shifted to plaintiffs by 
reason of them; and after all, the lower 
Appellate Court never says the initial onus 
was on plaintiffs it is only after discussing a 
good many features of the case that it says, as 
it were, In these circumstances the onus is on 
plaintiffs. 

1 have thus disposed of grounds 1 and 
2 of appeal. Ground 3 raises no question of 
law r Ground 4 is merely a defence against 
possible attack. Ground 5 is now useless, 
as the lower Appellate Court’s decision 
as to what was sold must stand. Ground 
7 has not been argued. 

Appeal dismissed with costs. 

Appeal dismissed, 

(3) 113 P. R. 1001; 34 P. h. R. 190$. 
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CALCUTTA HIGH COURT. 

Afpeal from Appellate Order No. 507 

of 1914. 

May 11, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice N. R. Chatterjea and 

Mr. Justice Newbould. 

KEDARNATH DEY ROY — Defendant — 

Appellant 

versus 

LAKHI KANTA DEY — Plaintiff — 

Respondent. 

Limitation Act (IX oj 19080, Sch. /, Art. 18 2, cl. (.5) - 
Step-in. aid of execution — Application for sunimoniny 
witnesses as to standard of measurement. 

During the pendency of a substantial application 
for execution of a decree for possession of certain 
property, an application made by the decree-holder 
for summoning witnesses for the purpose of deter- 
mining the standard of measurement without which 
he could not, in the opinion of the Court, obtain 
execution of the decree by delivery of possession, is 
a step-in-aid of execution within the meaning of 

Article 18?. clause (5,\ of the Limitation Act. , r p. 1006, 
col. 2.] U 

Appeal again3t an order of the . District 
Judge, Mymensingh, dated the 1st August 
1914, affirming an order of the Munsif, 
Mymensingh, dated the 23rd May 1914. 

FACTS of the case appear from the judg- 
ment. 

Babu Heramba Gharan Gulia , for the Appel- 
lant. — The question for determination in this 
appeal is whether the application for execu- 
tion of the decree is barred by limitation. 
The decree-holder applied for delivery of 
possession of certain properties and in that 
proceeding the judgment-debtor raised an 
objection to the standard of measurement. 
The Court found it necessary to take evidence 
in the matter, and thereupon the decree-holder 
applied for summons upon his witnesses on 
11th February 1911. The question is whe- 
ther the application for summoning witnesses 
may be treated as a step-in aid of execution 
within the meaningof Article 182, clause (5), 
of the Limitation Act, and whether the 
period of limitation is to run from tl at date. 
As that application was not a positive act done 
by the decree-holder in furtherance of his ap- 
plication for execution, it was not a step-in- 
aid of execution, and the present application 
made withiu three years from that date is 
time- barred. The period of limitation can- 
not be taken to run from the date of applying 
for summoning witnesses with a view to 
meet the objection of the judgment-debtor. 


Opposing any objection of the judgment’ 
debtor is not a step-in aid of execution. See 
Troylokya Nath Bose v. Jyoti Prokash Nandi 
(1), Umesh Chunder Dutta v. Soonder Karain 
Deo (2), Shib Lai v. Radha Kishen (3). 

Babu Bnendra Kumar De, for the Respond- 
ent. — The cases referred to in support of 
the appellant’s case are distinguishable and 
do not apply to the facts of the present case. 
In none of these cases was the decree-holder 
doing any act in furtherance of his applica- 
tion for execution, as has been done in the 
present case. In this case, the decree-holder 
applied for summoning witnesses to prove 
the standard of measurement which was a 
necessary step for obtaining delivery of pos- 
session in execution of the decree. This 
application, therefore, was a step taken by him 
for the execution of his decree.' Of course, 
merely opposing an objection may not give 
a fresh start of limitation, but where any 
positive act is done in furtherance of the 
application for execution, a fresh period of 
limitation runs from the date of that Act; and 
as in the present case, the decree-holder 
applied for summons for the purpose of get- 
ting the relief prayed for by his application in 
the execution case, this application ought to 
be taken as a step-in aid of execution of his 
decree. 

JUDGMENT. — The question involved in 
this appeal is whether the application for 
execution of the decree, out of which this 
appeal arises, is barred by limitation. 

It appears that the appellant obtained a 
decree for possession of certain property and 
possession was delivered to him on the 28th 
January 1911. The judgment-debtor raised 
objections to the delivery of possession by the 
Commissioner, and the Court found it neces- 
sary to determine the standard of measure- 
ment and, for that purpose, to take evidence 
in the matter. The decree-holder applied 
for summons upon his witnesses who were 
examined. The Court, after taking evidence 
on both sides, directed fresh delivery of pos- 
session by another Commissioner and ordered 
the decree-holder to deposit costs, which not 
having been paid, the execution case was 

(1) 30 C. 761; 8 C. W. N. 251. 

(2; 16 C. 747; 8 Ind. Dec, (n. s.) 495. 

(3) 7 A. 895; A. W. N. (1885) 2S7; 4 Ind. Dec. 

(n. r.) 989. 
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dismissed on the 30th January 1914 for 
default. 

The question is whether the application 
made by the decree-holder on the 11th Feb- 
ruary 1911 for summoning witnesses was a 
step-in-aid of execution under Article 182, 
clause 5, of the Limitation Act. 


It is true, as contended by the appellant* 
that a step-in-aid of execution must be a 
positive step taken by the decree-holder on 
his own account in furtherance of his own 
application, and not merely in opposition to 
any objection taken by the judgment-debtor. 
But, in the present case, although possession 
had’been delivered to the decree-holder, the 
judgment-debtor tiled a petition of objection 
to the delivery of possession; and the appli- 
cation for execution was pending and had 
not been disposed of. 

Upon the objection of the judgment-debtor, 
the Court found it necessary to ascertain the 
standard of measurement, without the deter- 
mination of which possession could not be 
delivered. Under these circumstances, it 
became necessary to adduce evidence on the 


point 

The application to the Court for summon- 
ing, witnesses, therefore, was an act in fur- 
therance of the application for execution 
which was still pending and was, therefore, a 

step-in-aid of execution. 

The cases relied upon on behalf of the 
respondent were of a different nature. In the 
case of Trolokya Nath Poe v. Jyotl Prohash 
Nandi (1) it was held that the decree- 
holders’ opposition to an application of the 
judgment-debtor to sell his properties in an 
order different from that in which they had 
already been directed to be sold, was not an 
application to take some step-in-aid of exe- 
cution. It was only asking the Court to re- 
frain from taking the coarse which had 
already been taken and not asking the Court 
to take some positive step. In Ihnt'sh ('han- 
der Dulta v. Soonder Narnia Den (2) the ap- 
pearance of the decree- holder by his Pleader 
to oppose an application made by the judg- 
ment-debtor to set aside a sale in execution 
of a decree was held not to be an application 
to take a step- in-aid of execution. In Shib 
Lai v. Hadha Kishen (3) the Court held that 
resisting or offering objections to an attempt 
on the part of the judgment-debtor to set off 
the amount of the decree against the amount 


due to himself is not taking some step-in-aid 
of execution. On the other hand, in the 
unreported case (Miscellaneous Appeal No. 373 
of 1894, decided on the 7th August 1895) it 

was held that where a decree-holder opposing 
an application to set aside a sale held at his 
instance puts in a list of witnesses and asks 
the Court to summon and examine the wit- 
nesses, he takes a step-in-aid of execution 
and is entitled to have a fresh period of three 
years for another application for the execu- 
tion of his decree. 

In the present case, as already stated, there 
was a substantive application by the decree- 
holder which was pending and his application 
for summoning witnesses was in furtherance 
of the execution of the decree, namely, for 
determining the standard of measurement 
wi thout which he could not, in the opinion of 
the Court, obtain execution of the deoree by 
delivery of possession. 

We think, therefore, that the application 
was a step- in-aid of execution and the present 
application for execution, having been made 
within three years of the date on which such 
a step was taken, is not barred. 

The appeal fails and is dismissed with 
costs, one gold mohtir. 

Appeal dismissed. 


% • 

ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT. 

Civil Revision No. 201 ok 1916. 

May 28, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Justice Tudball and 
Mr. Justice Ratique. 

MOT1 LAL — Plaintiff — Applicant 

versus 

RAM NARA1N — Defendant 

Respondent. 

Civil Procedure Code (Act \ of 1908,), 0. XX//, r. 4 
— Preliminary decree — Death of defendant before 
final decree — Application for substitution — Limitation 

Act (IX of 1908.;, Seh. I, Art. 177. 

A preliminary decree does not put an eud to a 
suit; it must l>e continued up to the stage of the 
final decree, [p. 1007, col l.J 

Where after the passing of a preliminary decree 
in a suit the defendant died, and au application to 
bring his representatives on the record was made 
more than six months after his doath: 

Held , that the application was barred by time. [p. 

1007, col. I.] 

Jammidas Chhabildas v. Sorabji Kharsedji , 16 B. 
27; 8 liul. Doc. (n. s.) 495, relied upon. 

Civil revision from an order of the District 

Judge, Agra. 
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Mr. Narain Prasad Asthana, for the Appli- 
cant. 

Mr. A inal Chand , for the Respondent. 

JUDGMENT. — The facts of th e case, so 
far as they are necessary for the purposes 
of this application, may be reduced to this. 
The present applicant obtained a pre- 
liminary decree in a partnership case against 
one Pirbhu Dayal and others. Pirbhu 
Dyal died after the preliminary decree 
had been passed. Some two years after 
his death, the plaintiff applied to have the 
name of his heir brought upon the record and 
asked the Court to proceed with the suit. 
The heir objected on the ground that the 
application was barred by limitation as it 
ought to have been made within the 
period of six months from the date of the 
death. The Court of first instance held 
that it was a case to which Order XXII, 
rule 10, applied and granted the application 
as having been made within three years of 
his death. The defendants appealed. The 
Court below has held that Order XXII, 
rule 4, applied and that the application is 
barred by time. The plaintiff comes here in 
revision. The first plea taken before us is that 
if Order XXII, rule 4, applied an appeal lay 
to the Court below. As a matter of fact 
the applicant went into Court urging that 
Order XXII, rule 10, applied and the 
Court of first instance agreed with him 
and passed an order under that rule, and 
an appeal did lie from such an order. 

It is again argued before us as a second 
point that Order XXII, rule 10, applies 
to suits like the present and not Order 
XXII, rule 4. It is quite clear that rule 
10 applies to all other cases which are 
not dealt with or covered by rules 1 to 9 
in Order XXII. It is urged that a pre- 
liminary decree has been passed in this 
case and, therefore, rule 4 cannot apply. 
With this we cannot agree. In our opinion 
the suit was still pending. A preliminary 
decree does not put an end to the suit. 

It must be continued up to the stage of 
the final decree. That being so, it is 
clear that rule 4 covers the present case. 

If authority be deemed necessary for our 
decision we would point to the case of 
Jamnadas Ghhabildas v. Sorabji Kharsedji 

(1), which is a clear authority in point. 

(1) 16 B. 27; 8 Ind. Dec. (n. s.) 495. 
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Our attention was called to the case of 
Chunni Lai v- Abdul All Khan (2). This, 
however, is by no means in favour of the 
present applicant. That was a mortgage 
suit to which sections 88 and 89 of the 
Transfer of Property Act of 1882 applied. 
There it was held that a decree under section 
88 of the Transfer of Property Act. 1882 
was only a decree nisi and not a final 
decree, and that the suit in which such 
a decree is passed does not terminate until 
an order absolute is made under section 89. 
Whether the law laid down there was 
correct or incorrect, it is clear that the 

law as it now stands, since the present Code 

of Civil Procedure came into force, is in ac- 
cordance with that decision. The suit is 
clearly still pending. Rule 4 of Order 
XXII clearly does apply. The Court of 
first instance was wrong in applying rule 
10, and we, therefore, disallow the present 
application with costs. 

Application dismissed, 

(2) 23 A. 331. 


COURT OF THE BOARD OF 
REVENUE, MADRAS. 

Revenue Revision Petition No. 2 of 1917. 

July 12, 1917. 

Present : — Mr. Aziz-ud-Din, Ag. 4th Member. 
SATAGOPA BHATTAR, son of 
VENKATA KRISHNA NAMBIAL of 
THIRUNIUGUR — Petitioner 

VST S US 

VENKU NAYUDU, Honorary Manager, 
THIRUMUGUR DEVASTANAM, and 
another — Counter- petitioner. 

Madras Estates Land Act (I of 1908J, **. 3 (5), 205 

— Board of Revenue , re visional powers of , extent of 

Order refusing to recognise petitioner as landholder 
— Revision , whether lies. 

The revisional powers vested in t lie Board of 
Revenue by section 205 of the Madras Estates Land 
Act are subject to considerable limitations. [ p. 1008 
col. l.J 

No revision lies to the Board of Revenue under 
section 205 of the Madras Estates Land Act against 
an order refusing to recognise the petitioner 0 as a 
landholder under section 3 (5) of the Act. [p. 10US, 
col. 1.] 

Revision against the order of the Revenue 
Divisional Officer, Melur, D. Dis. No. 407 
Rev., dated 4th February 1917. 
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RAMA NAND V . EMPEROR. 

Mr. K. S. Jayarama Ayynr Avargal, for 
the Petitioner. 

Mr. P. Chenchayya, for the 1st Counter- 

Petitioner. . . 

ORDER.- This is a revision petition 

against the order of the Deputy Collector 
of Melur, refusing to recognise the petitioner, 
Sadagopa Bhattar, as a landholder under sec- 
tion 3 (5^ of Act I of 190o. 

The point requiring adjudication at 
the outset is, whether a revision petition 
lies to the Board of Revenue against the 
order. Section 3 (5) lays down that 

“where there is a dispute between two or 
more persons as to which of them is the 
landholder for all or any of the purposes 
of this Act (l of 1908) or between two 
or more joint landholders, as to which of them 
is entitled to proceed and be dealt with 
as such landholder, the person who shall 
be deemed to be the landholder for such 
purposes shall be the person whom the 
Collector, subject to any decree or order 
of a competent Civil Court, may recognize or 
nominate as such landholder in accordance 
with the rules to be framed by the Local 
Government on this behalf.” Thus, it is 
clear that the Deputy Collector’s ordor 
can only be revised by a competent 
Civil Court and by no other authority. 

The revisional powers vested in the Board 
of Revenue by section 205 of the Act 
are subject to considerable limitations and 
do not obviously govern cases of the kind 
under consideration. The revision petition 

is dismissed. 

Petitioner should bear his own and the 
counter-petitioner s costs. 

] V/ it inn </ ism isscd. 

v. k. r. 


PUNJAB CHIEF COURT. 
Ckiminai. Petition No. Ill ok 191(1. 

January 12, 1917. 

Present:— Mr. Justice Broadway. 
RAMA NAND and others — Petitioners 

v( rsus 

EMPEROR, through TEJA SINGH — 
Com im.ain ant — Respondent. 

Actio personalis nun it nr cum persona — /*«-##«/ 1 
Codr (Afl AM’ of iNCOh s. of Cm/i- 

yin i nun t — Unjht yiforcul ion, < /. 


A prosecution under section 323 of the Indian 
Penal Code is a personal action and the right to carry 
on a prosecution under that section does not survive 
to t he legal representatives of a deceased com- 
plainant. 

Ishar Dis v. Emperor , 10 P. It. 1908 Cr.; 8 P. W. R. 

1008 Cr.; 7 Cr. L. J. 200; 112 P. L. It. 1938, Krishna 
Bchari Sen v. Corporation of Calcutta, 31 C. 993; 8 C. 

W. N. 745, relied upon. 

Petition, under section 52S of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, for transfer of the 
case pending in the Court of the Honorary 
Magistrate, 3rd Class, Bhiwani, District 
Hissar, to some other competent Court. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick , for the Petitioners. 

ORDER. — This is an application for trans- 
fer of the case from the Court of Sardar 
Bihadur Captain Umda Singh, Honorary 
Magistrate, Bhiwani. It is not necessary 
for me, however, to go into the various 
grounds ‘set forth in the application, which 
Mr. Kirkpatrick contended ware amply 
sufficient for the grant of this application, 
as it appears that the complainant in the 
case is dead. The case was one under 
section 328, Indian Penal Code, which is 
a compoundable offence. It was urged 
before me that on the death of the com- 
plainant the case came to an end, and as 
authority for this proposition l have been 
referred to Ishar Das V. Emptror (1) and 
Krishna Behori Sen v. Corporation of 
Calcutta (2*. These two decisions refer to 
cases of defamation, but, in my opinion, 
the principle therein enunoiated applies 
equally to an offence under section 323, 
Indian Penal Code. Just as a prosecution 
for defamation is essentially a personal 
action, so, in my opinion, is a proseoution 
under section 323, Indian Penal Code. This 
being the case, it follows that the right 
to carry on a prosecution under this section 
does not survive to the legal representatives 
of the deceased, see section 89 of Probate and 
Administration Act (V of 1881). In my 
opinion, therefore, the Magistrate ought to 
have dismissed the case on the death of 
the complainant, and I accordingly treat 
this application as a revision and direct 
the dismissal of the oase. 

Petition accepted. 

( 1) 10 r. H. 1908 Cr.; 8 l\ W. U. 190 iCr. 7 Cr. L. 
J. 290; 112 \\ L. U. 1 90S. 

(2) 31 C. 993; 8 C. W. N. 7-to. 
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ACCOUNTS, suit for — Acknowledgment , suit on basis 
of, whether maintainable. 

A suit for a sum of money due upon accounts, 
stated between- the parties and for money lent, can lie 
on the basis of a mere acknowledgment. A Kallu 
V BH AC, I RATH LAL 58 

— , suit for, against administrator — Limitation. 

The limitation for a suit for accounts against the 
administrator of an estate rnus from the date when 
the plaintiff isentitled to put an end to his administra- 
tion, i.c., on attaining majority and not from the date on 
which he does in fact put an end to it. PAT Janar- 
dhan Profad v. Jankibati Tiiakurain 860 


ACTS —GENE R AL^conuld. 

ACT 1899—11. See Stamp Act. 

1899 — IX. Sea Arbitration Act. 

1907 — 1 1! See Provincial Insolvency Act. 

1908 — V. See Civil Procedure Code. 

1908— IX. See Limitation Act. 

1908— XVI. See Registration Act. 

1909— III. See Presidency Towns Insolvency 

Act. 

1913— Vir. Sec Companies Act. 

ACTS - (LOCAL) -BENGAL. 


ACCRETION, principle of, relatiag to Indian rivers — 
Lankas, formation of — Title — Lerelict and alluvial 
lands — Bengal Regulation II of l8-o 8° 6 

ACQUITTAL, petition r gainst — Revision — High 

Court, power of interference of — Jurisdiction 3 16 

ACTS— GENERAL./ 


ACT 1856- XV. Sue Hindu Widows’ Re-marriage 
■ ' • Act, 

18^0 — XLV. See Penal Code. 

— — 1863— XX. See Religious Endowments Act. 

— 1870 — VII. See Court Fees Act. 

— 1871 — VIII. See Registration Act, 

1872—1. See Evidence Act. 

— — 1872 — IX. • See Contract Act. 

' 1874 — XIV See Scheduled Districts Act. 

— 1875 — IX. See Majority Act. 

1877 — I. See Specific Relief Act. 

1877 — XV. See Limitation Act. 

— 1881— V. See Probate and Administration 

Act. 

— 1881 — XXVI. See Negotiable Instruments Act. 
1882— II. See Trusts Act. . 

— — 1882 — IV. See Transfer of Property Act. 

. 1882— XIV. See Civil Procedure Code. 

1852— XV. See Presidency Small Cause 

Courts Act. 

' 1887 — IX. See Provincial Small Cause Courts 


a ot. 

J889 — VII. See Succession Certificate Act. 
1890— VIII. See Guardians and Wards Act. 
1890 -IX. See Railways Act. 

1893— IV. See Partition Act. 

1894 — I. See Land Acquisition Act. 

^95 — XV. See Crown Grants Act. 

1898 - V. See Criminal Procedure Code- 


ACT 1859 -XI. See Bengal Land Revenue Sales 

Act 

1870— VI. Sec Bengal Village Ciiaukidaui 

Act. 

1875— V. Sec Bengal Survey Act. 

18^4— in. See Bengal Municipal Act. 

1885 VIU. See Bengal Tenancy Act. 

1H99 — III. See Calcutta Municipal Act. 

1957—11. See Eastern Bengal and Assam Dis. 

orderly Houses Act. 

_ loos— VI. See Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act. 
1909— V. See Bengal Excise Act. 

ACTS— (LOCAL)- BOMBAY. 

ACT 1881— XXL See Broach and Kaira Incumber. 

ed Estates Act. 

1887— IV. See Bombay Prevention of Gambl- 

ing Act. 

— 1888 UI. See Bombay City Municipal Act. 

1890—11. See Bombay Salt Act. 

1890 -IV. See Bombay District Police Act. 

ACTS— (LOC AD-MADRAS. 

ACT 1865— VIU. See Madras Rent Recovery Act. 

1889— III. See Madras Town Nuisances Act. 

— 1900—1. See Malabar Compensation for Ten- 

ants’ Improvements Act. 

1902—1. See Madras Court of Wards Act. 

1908 -I. See Madras Estates Land Act. 

* 

ACTS — (LOCAL) — PUNJAB. 

ACT 1887— XVI. See Punjab Tenancy Act. 

1900—1. See Punjab Limitation (Ancestral 

Land Alienation) Act. 

1905 -11. See Punjab Pre-emption Ac r. 

1*914— III. See Punjab Courts Act. 
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ACT 1869 

1886 

1900 
100 ! 
1916 


-I. Sec Ol’dh Estates Act. 

■XXII. Ste Oudh Rent Act. 

I. See U. P. Municipalities Act. 
III. See U. P. Land Revenue Act, 
•II. See U. P. Municipalities Act. 

ORDINANCES. 


ORD. 1914— VI. See Commercial Intercourse with 

Enemies O r d i n a n c e . 

REGULATIONS. 

REG. 1794— VIII. See Bengal Decennial Settle. 

me nt Regulation. 

■VIII. See Put n i Regulation. 

■VIII. See Regulation. 

III. Sec Sonthal Pekgannas Regula- 

tion. 


1819 

1819 
1872- 


STATUTES. 

A(. P 1915 — 5 A 6 Geo. V, C. 61. See Government ok 

India Act. 

ADVERSE POSSESSION arjainst lessee, when adverse 

aqainst lessor. 

The possession of a trespasser of land let out on 
lease does not become adverse as against the lessor 
until the termination of the lease, c IIajra Sardaka 
v - Kunja Bkhaki Nag, 25 C. L. J. 635; 21 C. W. N. 
1001 271 

. whether tjitesfinn of law — Harden of proof. 

A question of adverse possession may he a question 
ot law * hero the facts are not in dispute and where 
the conclusion depends upon inferences to he drawn 
from admitted facts. A Champa Lal r. Mangw. 
Chand 420 


-—Trespassers in succession- Title to properties, 
tfij whom acquired. 

Whoro there are successive i, .dependent ties- 
pussera who have been e.mtinuoiislv in possession 
tor the statutory period, the first trespasser -rets the 
title and not the last who is in possession at the 
time when the title ot , he re:, I owner is extin. 
guisheil. M Snuuiv., ikam r. Manama.. All's. 
Httu MtKV »»«. LM Al. L. T f. L. IV. 690; 82 

i>l . li. J 

ALIKNATiO.V - t," 1 ' .^sui, f,„. deelaralion of i„. 

ALl L T V ox "'V' rs " ll :l "< >■ tfa! property 237 
L r wr'-^iTk 77 '"’ ■S'O.n.j Indian 

fin/. L. » l n k , ) s . /• I, tftit * , »; t) j /\ / # , /, » • . , 

at/,,*-.,' •), 

to 1 ) 1 ' an , 1 , . • i . • r j. ... .. ; 

Common mtw. ft*,, s , J ‘ 
pereoptitile d-, ,, i ^ - I,1V 

imporeeptihle i, s or 1 .. ' ' ls ,lu ' :,ht 

accretion is being fnj-ni^rj ^ st( ‘p as tl l0 

the result, r , rtf. | . ‘ 1,1 1 »*.‘i j»t iblo i 

manner of the tonuj,,;!/ " m.' ■ ‘ , r ‘ * ' V 'V 

decides whether the ad, lhi,„, 

If the addition v.;e. I.v- 


II 

iC 


“ceivi n»n or not 


auuiuni! \Y;is ( • 

degrees, it is an neerm,.,,, Vhli,.' ,f ” " , !'V ,1S ' 

tncreaso takes place a, a . '"m'den.Me 

accretion. The increase must he imoen e, , jh m" "" 
culinary per ton a. tjrc additton it beir^ed “ U 


Natural silting up, if gradual and imper- 
ceptible, will give the land to the adjoining owner 
A perceptible addition made in the course of a 
single year during the annual rise of a river is a 
sudden increase and is not an accretion to the 
adjoining riparian land. 

There is no reason for giving the mud and sand 
deposited in large quantities in the bed of a river 
which belongs to the Crown in trust for the public’ 
to the adjoining owner simply because the deposit is 

also adherent to the adjoining land, so long as such 
deposits a.e distinguishable from the adjoining land 

r J he principle of identity is applicable only to 
derelict lands exposed by the sudden recession of the 
sea or change of a river’s course. 

In adopting the law as to alluvion in India the 

Courts should be guided by local physical conditions. 

I he principle laid down in Bengal Regulation II of 

1825 affords the best practical guide in applying the 

law of accretion to the case of large Indian rivers. 

L nder that Regulation, all that is necessary is that 

the accretion should be by gradual alluvial process- 

it need not be imperceptible, and it need not bo 
slow. 

The fact that original boundary is known ©r 
ascertainable does not render the law of accretion 
inapplicable. IVI Secretary ok State u. Rajah ok 

VlZAYA NAG ARAM, 22 M. L. T 57 

ALLUVION and DILUVIOS -Reformat ion in situ- 

Limitation — Burden of proof \ 

A char which was found to be a re.fornmtion in 

**'" of p |a,ntlff s was occupied for some rears 
by (.oyerniiiont. It was then claimed by defendants 
ns their property, and Government made over pos- 
session to them. On plaintiff's suing to recover pos- 

session, defendants pleaded limitation and to make 
out their plea claimed to tack on to their own ocou- 
pation t lie period of (Joverninent s possession: 

Held, that the defendants did not derivo thoir 
liability to be sued “from or through” the Revenue 
Authorities within the meaning of section 2 i 4 ) of 

the Indian Limitation Act and that, therefore, their 
plea must fail. P C Basanta Kumar Rot u. Sec- 
RETARYOK STATE, I P. lj. \ V . 5*3; 32 M. L. J. 505; 21 

U W . N. t>42; 15 A. L. J. 398} 25 C. L. J. 4$7j 19 Bo*. 
L. R. 48 >; (19l / ) M. W. N. 482; 6 L. W. U7j 22 M. L. 

L6 ° 337 

Al 1 EAL 1 C I \ IL) Admissibil it y of document admitted 
objection , whether can be questioned—. Pleadings 
Documentary evidence which is not altogether 
irrelevant and which has been admitted without 
objection cannot be objected to in appeal on the 
ground that it is not admissible for the purpososfor 

Minch it lias been used. C Pkasanna Deb Raikat 
t Mohan an da Das 553 

lion ^ OUrt '- 1ccs on memorandum of appeal— Ob jee- 

U here * on an objection being taken asto the insutfi. 
1 h'ih’y ot t ourt tee on a memorandum of appeal it 
Appeared that the < ourt-fee was exactly the same 

*t. OI V rhe awl that the Trial Judge had on 

an o qection bv the defendant framed an issuo on 

" l»omt and decided it in favour of the plaintiff 
^t nint ^ n° > m am ,ltul accepted the decision and 
accordb^lr 6 °" U weul iu ll10 lower Appellate Court 
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Held, that, under the circumstances the objection 
could not be entertained. P Chhunnit Lad v. Rank 
of Upper India, Ltd, Dkmii, 104 l’ IV. R. 19 7 904 

. decided on new case not m rle out in pleadings, 

re-hecr'ingof—R'imnd. . 

Where an Appellate Court dismissed the plaint itt s 
suit affirming the decision of the primary Court 
on a case which -ias neither set up by the plaintiff nor 
bv the defendant and was absolutely inconsistent 

with the defendant’s case: 

Held that the judgment of the Appellate Court 
could not stand and that the case should be remand- 
ed to the Appellate Court for a re-hearing of the 
appeal. C Jnaxexdra Moiian Sen v. Hari Ram 

Raima ... 

Execution — Decision on preliminary point 

517 

Finding on particular point aqninst party in 
whose favour decree is made — lies judicata. 

Where it is necessary to decide a particular point 
between the parties to the suit and the t ourt comes 
t 0 a finding upon that point, the finding operates as 
res judicata bet a een them and the aggrieved party 
can prefer an appeal against that finding, although 
the decree is in his favour. PAT Baghunath 
Kurmi v . Deo Narain Rai 771 

- — Pleading 0 , amendment of , in appeal . 

When a plaintiff desires to amend his plaint so as 
to convert his declaratory suit into a suit for recovery 
of possession and for an injunction at a time when 
the case is being decided on appeal, he ought not to 
permitted to do so if substantial injustice will not 
be done by directing him to bring a fresh suit, or if 
the change sought to be made in the plaint is of an 
unprecedented description. PAT Satya Narayan 
Chakbavarty v Dwarka Natii Sadfiu, 2 P. L. J. 379: 

1 P. L. W 738 , „ y? 

Point going to root of suit not argued , effect of. 

Where in an appeal which comes before an Appel- 
late Court and is heard upon the merits a point 
which goes to the root of the suit is not argued it 
must be taken to be abandoned. A Hanhraj r. 
Bum Ram Singh 

... , w hen can he treated as revision - Technical 

objections. . . 

The lli^h Court can, to meet substantial justice, 

treat an appeal presented to it as a revision petition 

where technical objections as to adequacy of Court- 

fees, etc., prevent its entertaining the appeal 1VI 

SUBBA PlLLAI V. RANGASAMI, ( 9 i » M W N. 

—Withdrawal of suit -Res judicata 853 

•(CRIMINAL,— Judgment, contents of— Pos- 
session, determination of factum of — Court, duty 
of 75 2 

(SECOND) — Evidence of usage r decision on — 

High Court , duty of. 

Where the judgment of a Court of Appeal on a 
question of custom or usage is reversed by the High 
Court in second appeal on a preliminary point, it 
should not take on itself to examine the evidence as 
to usage as if it were hearing a first appeal, but 
should remand the case for disposal by the loner 
Appellate Court. M Pakkavamkat. v 8«c«tary 
oy State, 5 L. \\. 3D; 32 M. L. .1. 23,; 21 M. U. 

4 ' > 


— -- - Finding of tact —'Burden of proof, wrong v : ew 

of allocation of. 

A wrong view of the allocation of the burden of 
proof is a good ground for setting aside a finding of 
fact in second appeal. P Six/. Am Khan e. Shkh, 
37 P. W. R. 10*7 176 

— •Finding of fact, erroneous — If igh Court, 

power of inteiference of 772 

" Findings on issues rejoiced to l nicer Appellate 

Court — High Con. t, interference by 
Findings on issues referred to a lower Appellate 
Court in second appeal are just ns much findings of 
fact as the findings in the original suit and cannot lie 
disturbed by the High Court in second appeal. A 
Nfhal Singh v. Sew a Ram 128 

— Person joined in appeal without c nsent — 

hsne , objection to t whether can be taken. 

A person who is joined in an appeal without his 
authority cannot be regarded as an appellant. 

No objection to the frame of an issue can ho enter- 
t. lined for the first time in second appeal, where the 
issue is wide enough to cover all the grounds of 
attack and defence and all the available evidenoo lias 
been produced before the Court. P Naxda r. Jai 
Chand, 3> P. W. R. 1917 184 

Onus, question of — Q test ion of law and fact — 

Punjab Courts Act (HI of 1914^1, s. 41. 

In a case where, in the absence of all evidence 
on an issue, a decision is arrived at on a wrong 
laying of onus, the question of onus would bo a 
question of law and a second appeal would be 
c impotent. 

Tt is other Arise, however, where the onus having 
been wrongly laid, the case is nevertheless decided 
on a weig ing of evidence on both sides. P Kaura 
r. Kallu Ram. 3* P. W. R. 19 7 1003 

- — — Question of law —Summary dismissal —Board’s 

Circular , 8-//, r. 19. 

An allegation that there is no evidence to support 
a specific rinding of fact is a ground of law: and 
where such aground is taken in second appeal, the 
Court is not justified in summarily dismissing the 
appeal under the Board’s Circular 8-If, rule 1 9. 
U P B R Gaxoa Bakhsh Singh r. Hak Prasad, 4 
O. L. J. 140 13p 

Tenure , whether permanent —Finding of fact. 

The decision of the question whether a certain jote 
(tenancy' is a tenure or a raiyati holding is a finding 
of fact which is no: open to question in second 

appeal 

The question whether a tenure is a permanent 
tenure is not merely one of fact if it depends, at any 
rate to a large extent, on the construction of the 
Icabulhjats executed from, time to timo by the tenant 
or his predecessors C Prooyot Coo.mar Tagore v. 
Krishnamoni Dasya, 21 C. W. N. 809. _ 513 

Undne influence — Finding of fact. - 

The finding of a lower Appellate Court that one 
of the p»rties to a suit for cancellation of a docu- 
ment executed it under undue influence is a finding 
on the merits and is, therefore, not open to question 
in second appeal, where thi ro is some evidence, how- 
ever untrustworthy, to ■ show that pressure was 
put upon that party and that the other party in 
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APPEAL. (SECOND) — conoid. 


BENGAL EXCISE ACT-concld. 


'vlin.>i: favour t-lio doeuuiuufc was executed obtained 
nn unfair advantage. C Probhat Chandra SHome 
i. Smash admar Kumar Ghost; 215 

Vague and unsatisfactory findings 496 

APPELLATE COUNT, Criminal —Judgment, con- 
tents of 689 

APPELLATE INSOLVENCY JURISDICTION of 
HIGH COURT — Inherent poucr to award cotta. 

The High Court in its Appellate Insolvency 
Jurisdiction lias ample inherent power to mako an 
order in regard to tho costs of the proceedings for 
adjudication in insolvency, where it is satisfied upon 
the facts of the ease that the proceedings have been 
an abuse of the process of tho Court C Ketokey 
Cmakax Baner.ii v. Sakat Ki mari Debi, C. W. N. 
826; 26 C L J. 44 999 

ARBITRATION — Arbitrators, absence oj some, from 
meetings, effect of — Award, validity of. 

Inasmuch as the parties to a submission to arbi- 
ration have the right to the presence and effect of 
the arguments, experience and judgment of each 
arbitrator at every stage of tho proceedings, so that 
by conference they may mutually assist each other 
in arriving at a just conclusion, it is essential 
that there should be a unanimous participation by tho 
arbitrators in consulting and deliberating upon the 
award to be made. The operation of this rule is in no 
wav affected by the fact that authority is conferred 
upon tho arbitrators to make a majority award: even 
where loss than the whole number of arbitrators may 
make a valid award, they cannot do so without con- 
sulting the other arbitrators. c Abu Hamid Zahik 
Ala v. Gulam Sarwah, 25 C. L. J 3 l J0 422 

ARBITRATION ACT IX of 1 MM), S. 19 — 1 'Step in 
the proceedings', what a mounts to. 

Any application whatsoever to the Court, even 
though it be merely an application for time, is a ‘step 
in the proceedings’, within the meaning of section Dj 
of the Arbitration Act, irrespective of the intention 
with which the application is made 
• Even a mere acquiescence in a proceeding initiated 
bv the other party and in an order made on his 
separate application amounts to a ‘step in tho pro- 
ceedings’. S El EM I NO SlIMV and Co. v. Ha.u Yusik 
Elm as, M) S. L. R. I BO 81 

IU\I LM ENT— Pledgor and pledgee, rights of— Pledge 
bv person in possession of goods having limited 
authority — Principal, knowledge of 148 

III. S A .!/ / UAR, u.'lirther cu n suejor possc-sim 

.\ be na mid a r who has no interest of his own in the 
land in dispute cannot maim;, in suit for possession 

nn the basis of the ^de-dood , |js RAT 

Km; AN hUKR V. JllAKl M,\;l I . . N f, 

BENGAL DECENNIAL SETJLK'iENT I i i I J I \ 

TD>N (VIII e, »7‘J;-D. S:- W. to 41 - ■/ i ‘ f / o-nmv 
< iowkid.m chakenn land*, r-umpl i.m of-lVrnm- 
nenl Settlenicct 7nnh.il right: 1 of 081 

BENGAL EXCISE A ( "i (Vo;.|‘*o(n S s v\ on 
Art HI lie ' /' 19.4. 2 ./ ! . V , \ •' " 

1 fx .. 1 * S jI ( . 0 f 

A prcpanitioii ,1 «!••• •!...! is „., L .M.isi.u. Ilio 

i | ,n A°f VU ' Id l,v 

VH V f ,!l '• ""I'!.' ns., ii is a 

^■d.cn.Ml propurnlimi o, mo , , 


The manufacture and sale of Mrita Sanjivani 
Sudha prepared in accordance with the ‘‘Ayurvedic’' 
Pharmacopoeia and used for medicinal purposes only 
otherwise than in conformity with the provisions of 
tho Excise Act is an offence, unless it is exempted by 
notification under the provisions of section 90 of 
tho Act. C Ganesh Chandra Sikdar v. Emperor 
18 Cr. L. J. 740; 26 C. L J. 342 740 
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BENGVL LAND REVENUE SALKS ACT 1 XI op 

ISiM . Ss. 6, 33 —Sal’ notification , defective, con. 

st ruction of Revenue sale, annulment of Limitation 

“Ijmal,” meaning of -Collector, duty of— Sale- 

certificate, value of. _ 

Per Curiam {Chapman, J., dissenting). -Where a 
notification under section 6 of the Bengal Land 
Revenue Sales Act is not sufficient in ii self to roll 
intending purchase- s what they arc invited to bid for 
it renders the sale void. * 

Case-l-«w discussed 

Whenever a residuary share is advertised for sale 
under section (* of the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act 

the mouzas comprising that share must bo correctly 

described by the Collector. 

Per Chapman, J. — Where a bona fide attempt has 
been made to describe the share or shares to .bo 
sold in the notification under section 6 of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Sales Act, the s .le is not void but the 
mistakes should be treated as irregularities which 
may form the basis of a suit within the limitations of 
sc it i«m 3 > of the Act. 

Where a sale notification contains defects, tho 
Collector has no jurisdiction to amend anything in 
the original notification under section 6 of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Sales Act. 

A sale-certificate is not a certificate of title in 
the case of a purchaser under a sale under Act XI 
of l*v*ft and the statements contained therein aro 
not conclusive to show what was offered to aud pur- 
chased by the auction. purchaser. 

Under the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act the 

Collector is not required to specify tho mauzns when 

soiling an entire estate or a separate account, but 

he is required so to do when selling tho residuary 
share. 

The Bengal I and Revenue Sales Act is a complete 
Code in itself and is quite independent of tho general 
law of limitation 1 

Therefore, wtym a sal* is not one under the pro- 
visions of the Kevonne Sales Act, a suit to set aside 
t u» sale is not affected by the provisions which require 
an appeal to the Commissioner but falls under Article 
4- of the Limitation Act. PAT Krishna Dayal 
Gir r. Abih-l Gakkur, 2 \\ L J. 4 )2; 3 P. L. W. 22ft 


S. 33, scope of. 
Section 33 of tho Bengal 
provides (lint no sale shall 


13 

Land Revenue Sales Act 
be annulled by a Couit 
» xi« pt on *h ground of its having been m de eon* 

1 Vi V' r 10 P r ''visions of r lie Act, and that no sale 
, mM v u nm such a ground unless the 

- 1 ' U,u upon has been declared and specifi'd 

in mi ippeul made to the 'ommissioner under section 

V \ 1 ' . ! 10 > A i’ t r PAT Kkishxa Dayal Gir v. Abdul 
' • uk’k, 2 P. L. J. 402; 2 P. L. W, 22ft 13 
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BENGAL MUNICIPAL ACT fill B. C. ok 1884-, S. 

224 — “Cesspool”, what is— Cittern* for collection of 

rice water , and rainwiter , whether “cesspools " — 

“Drain” meaning of. 

The common meaning: of the word “cesspool'’ is a 
pit into which a drain discharges its contents. The 
word “drain” means not merely a water channel but 
a channel used for the How of offensive matter. 
Before a channel can be called a drain within the 
terms of the Municipal Act, it must bo shown that 
offensive matter is carried by it and before a pit at 
the end of such a channel can be called a “cesspool” 
it must be shown that offensive matter ij discharged 
into it. 

Where a gentleman constructed two masonry re- 
servoirs, ‘l feet by 2$ feet, near his house t without the 
permission of the Municipality within which it was 
situate ), one to collect surplus rainwater from the 
roof of his house and the other to receive rice water 
from his kitchen, and no offensive matter was 
allowed or was intended to be carried into these two 
reservoirs: 

Held , that the cisterns were not cesspools and as 
such were not liable to be removed or closed under 
section 221, Bengal Municipal Act, and that unless it 
was definitely proved that they were used for 
collection of obnoxious matter no action under the 
section could be taken. 

Rice water is in itself not an offensive thing, 
although if allowed to stagnate it becomes offensive 
in time. PAT Kasi Paty Mukher.tee »■ Chairman 
of thk Puri Municipality, i P. L. W. 774 552 

BENGYL SURVEY ACT (V of 1875), S. 6?, whether 

applies to suit for possession. 

Section 62 of the Bengal Survey Act has no appli- 
cation to a suit where the plaintiff being out of 
possession claims possession as owner of land from 
which he has been dispossessed by reason of Survey 
and Settlement proceedings. PAT Nawal Kishore 
Nath Sahi Deo v. Jaleshwar Dayal Singh 588 

BENGAL TENANCY ACT (VIII B. C. of 1885), 

S. 4 — Raiyats, kinds of. 

Obiter dictum —The Bengal Tenancy Act does not 
contemplate a raiyat who does not come under the 
classes enumerated in section 4 of the Act. PAT 
Udai Chand v. Jang Bahadur Singh, 2 P. L. J. ' j 53 : 

2P.Ii.vr. 118 500 

, g 29— Rent reserved with temporal y remis- 

sion , whether recoverable in full — Penalty . 

Where the original rent of an occupancy holding 
was Rs. 18 a year, but, for some unexplained 
reason, in a kabuliyat taken from the ryot , the rent 
was stated to be Rs 19 -U-O, out of which, 
fof the term of the kabuliyat, a remission was 
allowed and the actual rent payable for the term was 
stated to be Rs, » 2 only, and it was further provided 
that if the tenant failed to take a fresh settlement 
at an enhanced rent on the expiry of the term of 
the kabuliyat he would be liable to pay the full rent 

reserved in the kabuliyat: . . 

Held that the true rent ot the holding, when the 

1; 'bnliyat was executed, being Rs 12, the provision as 
t ■ the payment of rent at the rate of Rs .B-14-0 
offended against or was a device to evade the 
provisions of section *9 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
jtnd was, therefore, inoperative. 


BENGAL TENANCY ACT-eontd. 

Per Fletcher , 7. — That the provision as to the en- 
hanced rent was a penal one, held in terrorem over 
the head of the tenant to make him come to the 
landlord and enter iuto a new settlement after the 
expiry of the kabuliyat , and was merely an attempt 
to evade the provisions of section 21 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. C Satis Chundua Must ki 
e. Amanulla Bepari 113 

Ss 30, 52 - Enhancement of rent, suit for 

Undivided share in parcel of land , whether holding 

‘ Parcel oj land ,* meaning of. 

An undivided share in a parcel or parcels of land 
is not a holding within the meaning of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, and, therefore, no suit for enhancement 
of rent in respect of such share would lie either under 
section 30 or section 52 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
The word ‘parcel’ in the definition of the word 
‘holding’ cannot be said to mean an undivided share. 
PAT Harvandan Kai v. Kesko Prasad Singh, I P. 
L. W. 798 ; 2 P L. J 553 585 

S. 30, sub-sec. (b) — Suit for enhancement of 
rent on ground of rise in prices of staple food crops — 
Evidence — Landlord, whether bound to prove price of 
crops at inception of tenancy. 

In a suit for enhancement of rent on the ground 
that there has been a rise in the average local prices 
of staple food crops during the currency of tho 
present rent, it is not incumbent upon the landlord, 
in order to enable him to get a decree for increased 
rent under the provisions of section 3 n , sub-section 
(6) of the Bengal Tenancy Act, to prove by positive 
evidence what was the value of the staple food crops 
at the date of the inception of the tenancy in order 
to enable the Court to compare that value with the 
current list of prices kept by the Government under 
the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act. C Bhu- 
dhar Chandra Roy Choudhury v. Naxda t al Roy 

682 

■ — S. 50— Presumption — Slight variation of rent. 

A slight variation in the rents paid in the preceding 
years, unless explained as having been due to an 
increase of area or any other cause than that of 
enhancement of rent, is sufficient to rebut the pre- 
sumption arising under section 50 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. C Prasanna Deb Raikat r. Moha- 
nanda Das 553 

S. 52, applicability of— Lease — Agreement 

not to vary rent until actual measurement 494 

- Ss 52, 30 — Enhancement of rent, suit for — 

Undivided share in parcel of land, whether holding 
— ‘Purcel of land’, meaning of 585 

S. 68 — Landlord and tenant — Interest on 

arrears of rent disallowed. 

& In decreeing a suit for arrears of rent a Court is 
entitled under section 68 (1 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act to disallow interest to the landlord, plaintiff, if 
it finds that a proper tender had been made by the 
tenant defendant of the rents due before proceed- 
ings were instituted for their realisation. C Bhu- 
fendra Kumar Sarkar v. Kissori Dasi 614 

S. 72 655 

■ S. 86— Incumbrance, meaning of 544 

S 03B — Record 0/ Rights, entry in — Pre- 
sumption — Conflict with established law. 

An entry in the Record of Rights cannot have the 
effect of overruling well-settled principles of law, 
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BENGAL TENANCY ACT— com d. 

WIkto such entry conflicts with the established law, 
the established law must prevail over the entry and 
, the .presumption attaching to the entry must be 
• deemed to have been rebutted. PAT It u.lirm a 
iMissi-i! C Riiajax Singh. 2 P. [,. \V. V 7 9^7 


BENGAL TENANCY ACT-contd. 


S. Ill A, suit under — Consequential relief. 


Where in a suit under section 11 1A of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. the plaintiff tenant asks not only for a 
declaration of the occupancy right of which he claims 
he is in possession, but also asks for a declaration that 
the entry in ti e Record of Rights as *o his status as 
tenure-holders is a nullity, the plaint comes within 
section 7, sub-section 4, clause (e), of the Court Fees 
Act, inasmuch as a o ms^quont ial relief is asked 
t herein. 

The proviso to section » 1 I A of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act intist be strictly applied, c Midxapur Zemin- 
dar's Co v Su rf.tahv ok Sirrt', 4fC 35 2; 21 0 W. 
N. 8U 96 

8. 110 — Mortgage — Construction of deed — 


- - * 

Mortgagor left in possession of part of mortgaged 
property , position <f — (teen pa nr ij rights, acquisition of. 
Unless there are the strongest reasons for doing 
so, a Court ought not to give a construction to an 
alleged attornment clause in a mortgage-deed 
which will have the effect of creating rights of 
tenancy in derogation of the mortgagee’s rights. 

In order to determine whether a clause in a 
mortgage deed, allowing the mortgagor to remain 
in possession of a portion of the mortgaged property 
on payment of a nominal rent, amounts to an 
attornment, clause, what is to be looked at is the 
real intention of the parties, and the facts of each 
particular case must be taken into account in order 
to see wliat t lie intention of the parties was. If the 
iritontiun was t > create the relationship of landlord 
and tenant, then the rent law of the country will 
apply. 

Even when flu* alleged atiormncnt is created by 
a conveyance oilier than the mortgage-deed it is 
open to the ( ourt t-» lc>ld that the mortgage und 
the lease constitute one transaction and that the 
mortgagee is entitled to count the alleged rent as 
a charge upon tie- mortgaged property qua principal 
and interest . 

Gut of 2< tO hniho .»i |.-iml mortgaged by the 

defendants to lb.- plaintiff in IS'Jfi, an area of 50 
htghas was !»d: in poss.v-si.m . * l t| l( > former who 
More liable to p.,y u nominal r< nt of N annas per bigha 
for use and m-cp ion. | u ijin.,;t further area of 
■i i'hjims was by a /: nbui <> h-f out i o t lie defendants 
:ir :l r,,n, ' ! ' ‘ I!. I’laii: if.' iw'iiiglit a suit for 

arrears ol rent and I. r / -./.• s-o* ,, Ml in terms of 

the mortgage: 

llrhl , ( ! that tli,* r|;n,>. ivln! : u g t <• l he 50 holms 

wit* »"d ill. :• • t'», , «>.»• •-« • I:".-, but was niepdvnii 
arrangement made by fa von* of the I mdlord by 

wlu.-l, !„. r runmin ,,, 

pop.v.-.ston in tie- ctipaei'y soi,:e| him' like a 

l| - ,,si ‘ r '' :,: " 1 " l»«i.| 1 "'lan.l ||„. 

ion r. !>'..) <lc.i In • .1 i..:, ||ti «f |5,.’ n .,.,| 

r " , ; : ' n " v : i „ iv ,„ mi ;: v 

I ! 'J i l ’ ' U pplietl; 

{■;.) t lm I. Ill • I i„ : ,, ,.f lllp 4 

cl fi. lod ||„. r. ill'll.! ill,:,. I,,„||„ r j BU(l tl , muit 


between the parties, and that the defendants had 
acquired occupancy rights in the land as against the 
plaintiff. 

Tim law does not preclude a mortgagor from 
securing the status of an occupancy raiyat under 
Ms mortgagee. PAT Udai Chani> v.Jaxg Bahadur 
Si xg ir, 2 P L. J. 35b 2 P. L. W. 1 IS 509 

S. 1 07 — Incumbrance, annulment of — “Date 
of sale," meaning of. 

The words “date of sale” in section 167;of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act menu the date when the sale 
is confirmed, and not the date when the property 
is actually sold to the purchaser. This is especially 
so where the sale took place when the Civil Pro- 
cedure Code of 1882, under which the purchaser 
could acquire no interest until the sale certificate was 
issued, was in force. C Nanda I at. r Umbs Chandra 
Das, 26 0. L. J. 328 996 

^ s * 170 *3', 161 - Transferee oj portion of 
occupancy holding not transferable by custom whe - 
ther entitled to make deposit Interest of transferee- 
interest and encumbrance, difference beticeen. 

Per Curiam ( Mullick , J , dissenting!.— -The transferee 
of n portion of an occupancy holding not transferable 
l\v custom is nor a person win bus in the holding 
proclaimed for sale an interest which is “voidable on 
the sale” within the meaning of section 70 3 », Rcugal 
Tenancy Act, and is not, therefore, entitled to deposit 
the amount of the landlord’s decree and costs undor 
that section. 

The interest of such a transferee is not an encum- 
brance as defined in section 161 of the Act. 

Per Mullick, J — The purchaser of a portion of an 
occupancy holding not transferable by custom has 
an interest voidable on the sale, and is entitled to 
deposit the arrears under section 170 f3), Bengal 
I e nancy Act. The interest of such a person is not an 
encumbrance within the meaning of section 161, 
Bengul Tenancy Act. The word “interest” in section 
170 is a wider term than encumbrance and includes 
rights other than those falling within tho narrow 
limits ot section 161, Bengal Tenancy Act. PAT 
jMahadf.oLal c.Laxgat Singh, 1 P. L. W.5G4; (1H17) 
Pat. 169; 2 P. L. J. 457 257 

| I "4, order under — Appeal^ \tfietjier lies — 

Dispute beticeen parties to suit. 

Where a decree- holder himself is the auction- 
purchaser an appeal lies from an order dismiss- 
ing an application of the judgment-debtor under 
section 174 of the Bengal Tenancy Act seeking to 
deposit the money due under the decree. PAT 
Akiiouri Prkm Naraix r. Fahimuxmssa, t* 9 17 ) Pat. 
244; 2 P. L J. 625 662 

** Sen. Ill, Art. 3, aj plica bility of 594 


« Art. 3, applicability of — D is posses 
sion by landlord as such, uheiher necessary —limita- 
tion. 

In order that tho special rule of limitation as com 
prised in Article 3 of Sehedulo III of the Bonga 
Jennncy Act may apply, it is not necessary that tin 
dispossession must be by the landlord as such. 

A suit by a ryot to recover possession of a holdipg 
110,11 " high lie was dispossessed by the defendant; 
'utli whom it was settled by the landlords after thej 
nul purchased it in execution of a decree, is governet 


VoLiL] 

BENGAL TENANCY ACT-conckl. 


GENERAL INDEX. 


1013 


bv Article 3, Schedule III, of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. c Satis Chandra B.tsr e. Nittva Gorvi. 

Baldak, 21 C. W. a . 97s 4 19 

# 

»-.cii III, Art. 3, a pplicability oj — Dtsposses- 
■you of tenant by landlord as auction-purchaser of 
jote — Suit to recover possession — Limitation . 

Article 3 of Schedule Hi of the Bengal Tenancy 

Act applies to a suit by a tenant to recover pos- 
session of the holding irom the landlord, whether 
the dispossession of the tenant was by the landlord 
in his capacity of landlord or that* of an auction- 
purchaser of the jote. PAT Gowhak Ali r. Ena vat 
A li, 2 P. L. W. 45 77 4 


Art. 3, applicability oj - Possession , 
suit for , by tenant — Dispossession by landlord , not 
as such Limitation. 

Per Chamier, C.J — Article 3, Sell. Ill, Part I, 
Bengal lenancy Act, applies only to a suit by 
a raiyat or under- raiyat against his landlord, 
including one or more of several landlords. Jf 
it is show n that the plaintiff raiyat is in fact 
a tenant of the defendant who dispossessed 
him in respect of the land claimed in the suit, the 
Article Mill apply. The reason or excuse given or 
supposed to have been given by the landlord for 
dispossessing his tenant appears to have no bearing 
on the enactment. 

Per Mullick , J.— Whether the plaintiff admits the 
defendant to be his landlord o t not or the defendant 
admits that the plaintiff is his raiyat or not, if in 
fact the relationship of landlord and tenaut is found 
to exist then Article 3, Schedule III, Parti, Bengal 
Tenancy Act, will apply. 

The policy of the Legislature since 1865 is to 
rigorously exclude all other Statutes of Limitation 
■whenever it is possible to apply the special limka- 
tion provided by the Kent Acts. * 

Where a co-sharer landlord dispossessed a raiyat 
claiming the land as his zero it and in a suit for 
recovery of possession by the tenant brought more 
than two years after the date of dispossession it was 
found as a matter of fact that the land M as really 
the kasht of the tenant: 

Held , that the suit was barred by limitation under 
Article 3, Schedule III, Part I, Bengal Tenancy Act, 
even though when dispossessing the tenant the 
landlord did not purpo.t to act as landlord of the 
holding. PAT Kunti Dai r. jharu Lal Das, 2 P. 
L. W. Jt>; (1917) Pat. 247; 2 P. L. J. 567 907 

BENGAL VILLAGE CHOWKIDARI ACT (VI B. C. 
OF J870),Ss 49,50,5 — Bengal Decennial Settlement 
Legulation (VIII of *793j, ss. ,;6 to 41— Patni tenure 
— Chowkidari chakran lands, resumption of- Per- 
manent Settlement — Zemindar, rights of. 

Chowkidari Chakran lands resumed by Govern- 
ment and transferred to the zemindar under Bengal. 
Act VI of 1 870 pass by virtue of such transfer to 
the holder of a patni lease of the villages within 
which such lands arc situate. 

The prima facie title of the zemindar to Chakran 
lands within his district is recognised by the Per- 
manent Settlement. The zemindar's interest in such 
lands, iu the absence of express provision to the 
contrary, paBsog under a patni grant- • 


BENGAL VILLAGE CHOWKIDARI ACT-concId 

Not only does Bengal Act VI of 1870 recognise 
the existing title of the zemindar to the hinds 
resumed, but the estate taken by the zemindar 

under the order of transfer is in confirmation and 
>y way of contiu nance of his existing estate and 
7 e " the -emtndar or those through whom lie 
claims enter or have entered into contracts affecting 
his existing estate, the rights of third parties under 
such contracts are preserved Pc Raxjit Singii 
r. Kal! D isi Deri, 21 C. W. N. (5)9; 32 M. j. 565- 

'° ^ t i / 9J: 25 Ll J 499 > 19 Kom L. R. 462: 2 
P. L. W. 1; (1917) M. W. N. 459; 6 L. W. 101 98 1 

7“ S 5 1- Chowkidari Chakran lands— Putin'- 

uar, liability to pay additional rent 

Where there is nothing to suggest in the terms of- 
a putm lease that in any event a larger or smaller 
rent is to be paid for the putni, the putnidars arc 
not liable to pay any additional rent in respect of 
the choti'kidnn chakran lands resumed and trans- 
ferred^ to the zemindar under section 51 of Act VI 
ot (870, which the putnidars have a right to hold-as- 
forming part of their patni. c Xauxakiiya Base 
v. Buoy Chand Mahatai* 395 

BOMBAY CITY MUNICIPAL ACT (Bom. ' Act. 
Ill oi- < 888), Ss. 461 (o), 418 — Bombay Municipal 
Bye- Laics, Oh. Ill, Byc-laic i, whether ultra vires— 
Measure, honest and current, but not verified, use of 
— Offence — Commissioner , duty of. 

The fourth bye-law in Chapter III of the Bye-Laws 
framed by the Bombay Municipal Corporation, which 
prohibits the use of any measure which has not been 
duly verified by comparison with the standard measure, 
is beyond the powers vested in the Municipal Cqr- 
poration under section 461 of the City of Bombay 
Municipal Act, inasmuch as it purports to <dve the 
Municipal Corporation or the Commissioner far wider 
power than that conferred by section 118 of the Act. 

Clause (o) of section 461 of the City of Bombay 
Municipal Act means no more than that the Cor- 
poration shall have power to pass bye-laws to prevent 
the practice of fraud by the use of measures which 
are false or defective with reference to the standard 
measures assumed to have been verified by the Com- 
missioner as directed in section 418 But neither 
under section 418 nor under section 461 has the 
Corporation the power to say that in the private 

. no measure shall be brought into 
use unless it has already been verified by the Com- 
missioner. Rather the provisions of the Act import 
that if the Commissioner has reason to suspect any 
particular measure which is current, his method of 
controlling it is to verify it as directed under sec- 
tion 418, and thereafter to secure that the measures 
of that denomination in use shall correspond with 
the verified measure. 

There is nothing in section 4' 8 or under sec- 
tion 461, clause ( 0 ), of the City of Bombay Municipal 
Act which would justify the Municipality in prohibit- 
ing the use of an honest measure in a private market, 
merely on the plea that if the use of that measure 
were prohibited, it might be easier for the Munici- 
pality to ensure that the measures actually in -use 
should not be false or defective with reference to the 

verified and standard measures. 
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The use of an honest measure of oue description, 
cannot be said to facilitate the commission of fraud 
by the use of false or defective measures of a wholly 
different name and description. B Jivraj Dhanji, 
In re, 19 Bom. L. R. 358, 18 Cr. L. J. 701 701 

BOMBAY DISTRICT POLICE ACT (Bom. Act IV 
of .8*0), S. 61 b/ — Vehicle, bicycle whether is — 
“Drive”, meaning of. 

A bicycle is a vehicle within the meaning of the 
word as used in clause (b of section 6* of the 
Bombay District Police Act, 1890, and it is a vehicle 
“driven’’ by the man who rides it. B Emperor r. 
Kikabhai Rancuiiodoas, 19 Bom L R. 349; 18 Cr. 
L. J.G4I; 41 B. 461 289 

BOMBAY PREVENTION ot (JAM BEING ACT (Bom. 
Act IV of 1887), Ss. 8, G {c}— Forfeiture, articles 
liable to. 

The second paragraph of section 8 of the Bombay 
Prevention of Gambling Act, 1887, refers hack to 
clause ic) of section 6 and t lie articles liable to 
seizure and forfeiture are limited to articles of value 
reasonably suspected to have been used or intended 
to have been used for the purposes of gaming and 
found within t lie premises. B Rasui. Gulak Raima 
v. Emperor, i9 Bom. L. R. 352; 18 C it. L. .1. 633 311 
BOMBAY SALT ACT (II ok 1890), S II — License to 
manufacture salt Liccmee taking partners to share 
in profits, legality of. 

Where a licensee under section II of the Bombay 
Salt Act, who is prohibited, by the terms of his 
license, from sub-letting the whole or a part of the 
privilege, admits some members of his family and 
others as partners in the business to share the profits, 
the partners, however, not having any part in the 
manufacture of salt, the arrangement does not 
infringe the provisions either of the license or of 
section LI of the Act. 

The admission of partners to sharo in the profits 
cannot be considered as a sub. letting or alienation 
of a part of the privilege, unless there has been a 
document directly transferring to the partners or 
attempting to transfer to t no partners a part of the 
right to manufacture or vend. B Ciiampsev Dossa 
r Gokohani'As Kkssow.ii, 19 Bom. L. R. 381 805 

BUND, suit on Interest, when to be granted as da mages. 

When* tlmiv i-> no stipulation in a bond for pay- 
ment of intep’st after due date, interest can be 
allowed onl v up t«* t he date of payment of the d*bt 
as damage, nu* recurring breaches of the contract 
to repay tor t • . • • j »• i« m\ of six years prior to the date 
of suit. PAT G i r \ Trosal> SiNc.ii r. Raoiio Sinoii, 


a I*. L. W 


I * * 
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IB >U N l)AK « 1 1 . v - 1 i«. , r nr -lap <j - Trees growing on 
/■•nee. 

A bound <ry I tic* i ew'imd by the adjoining 
propriei to the <•« nn of iho fence, each owner 
t.-ing ent it !• d toelaim tb'-liml forming the fence to 
its centre and tin t n*es growing thereon. PAT 
R.\om;iMit Missi.r c Bm.i\s Sim.ii, 2 1*. L. W. 27 

987 

BROACH a n i » KA1RA I N T CL' M BE RED ESTATES 

ACT (XXI oi IS-Mj, S 2S -Mortgage by taluhdar , 
validity ol — Mort gagoe, light of, to recover mol t - 
gage money ---Contract Act f IX of 1872), s tin, 
applicability ot 1002 


BUDDHIST LAW, Burmese— Gift. 

Under the Buddhist Law a gift made during the 

donor’s last illness with the effect of excluding his 

heirs would be invalid without delivery of possession. 

L B Maung Ba Maung »*. Maung Ryu 854 

# 

BURDEN ok PROOF, question of, when evidence let in 
on both sides. 

In cases where evidence has been let in by both 
parties to a suit, the best course is for the Court 
to weigh the evidence as a whole without throwing 
the burden of proof on either party. !YI Pankajam- 
mal r. Secretary of State, 5 L. VV. 346; 32 M. L. J. 
237; 21 M L. T. 41 1 516 

CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL- .ACT (III B. C. ok 1399 ‘, 

S 33 6, whether controls s. 9], Civil Procedure Code 
— Public highway , dedication of. 

Section 336 of the Calcutta Municipal Act does not 
impose any limitation on section 91, Civil Procedure 
Code, so as to exclude from its scope cases iu which 
a local authority, such as a Municipal Committee or 
a District Board, might be regarded as competent 
to safeguard the interests of the public against act 9 
of public nuisance created by the obstruction of a 
public highway. 

No formal act of adoption by any person or 
authority is required for the acceptance of a high- 
way dedicated to the public use, such acceptance 
can be inferred from the public user of the way. C 
Si-raj Mal Kharad r. Aksiioy Kumar Roy, 2 C. W. 

N. 595 7 4 

S 561 — Bye-laws framed under Act, Nos. 33, 

85, intei pretation of — Persons guilty of breach of bye- 
lair, whether punishable separately 
Per Curiam, \ Tcunon, J., dissenting.) — The breach of 
a bye-law of the Calcutta Corporation by several persona 
act ing in concert is punishable: under tho Calcutta 
Municipal Act as a singlo offence, the individual 
offenders not being punishable separately. 

The joint proprietors of a theatre are “a person” for 
the purposes of Bye-law No 85 of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration, framed under the Calcutta Municipal Act. 
Therefore, for a breach of tho bye-law the proprietors 
arc not liable to be fined separately or raoro than 
Rs : 0 in all. 

When a theatrical performance is continued later 
than I a. m. in violation of bye law No. 83 of the 
Calcutta Corporation, the Calcutta Municipal Act 
provides a punishment for the offence and not for the 
individual offenders 

Per Chitty, J. The provisions of the Indian Penal 
Code have no direct bearing on the question of the 
interpretation of a bye-law of tho Calcutta 
Corporation. 

It will bo ultra vires of the Calcutta Corporation to 
frame a bye-law under tho Munich al Act providing 
separate punishments for offenders jointly implicated 
in abroach of the bye-law. 

Per Ten non, J — Under section 56* of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act a broach of a bye-law framed by tho 
Calcutta Corporation makes the persons jointly guilty 
of tho breach separately liublc to be punished with 
a fine of Us. 20 each. C Amrita Lal Bose v. Chair- 
man of the Corporation of Calcutta, i.6C. L. J. 29; 
21 C. W. X. 10 *9: 18 Ck L. J. 674 322 

C HOT A NAGPUR TENANCY ACT (VI of I90S , 

Ss. 87, 224 (2: — Declaration, suit for, that entry in 

Record of Rights is wrong— Appellate decree by 
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CHOTA NAGPUR TENANCY ACT -concld. 

Judicial Commissioner Appeal, second, -whether 
lies to Higli Court — Decree, meaning of 891 

S. ^ 4 --2) — Declaration , suit for , that entry 

in Record of Right* is wrong — Appellate decree by 
Judicial Commissioner — Appeal , second , whether lies 
to High Court — Decree, meaning of — Civil V roeed n ,e 
Code t Act A IV of 1882 \ Ch. XL if. 

Where the Judicial Commissioner in pronouncing 
judgment in an appeal makes an appellate decree 
within the meaning of section 224 >2) of the Chota 
Nagpur Tenancy Act, there is a second appeal from 
his decree to the High ('ourt and the provisions of 
Chap er XLJI of the Civil Procedure Code, 1*82, 
apply. 

In a suit under section 87 of the Chota Nagpur 
Tenancy Act filed in the Revenue Court for a decla- 
ration that an entry in the Record of Right3 is wrong 
and that the lands are the zero it lands of the plain- 
tiffs and that the defendants have no right of occu- 
pancy therein, a second appeal lies to the High 
Court from the decision of the Judicial Commissioner 
in appeal. 

The word ‘decree’ in section 224, clause 2, of the 
Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act means ‘decision’ PAT 
L al Man Naik v Kaniiaya Lall 891 

I *• , • 

CHOWKIDARI CHAKRA N LANDS— Putnidar, liabil- 
ity of, to pay additional rent- 395 

CITY OP BOMBAY MUNICIPAL ACT ( Bom. Act 
p ITT of 1888). See Bombay * ity Municipal Act. 
CIVIL POCEDURE CODE ( Act XIV of 1882), S. 

248 — High Court Original Side decrees, revivor of 
, Decreo against several persons — Notice, issue of, 
to some — Limitation, fresh starting point of 608 

- Ss. 274, 276, 295 — Execution— Attachment — 

Sale of attached property by judgment-debtor — 
Subsequent attachment and sale of same property in 
execution of anothe > decree ■ Execution purchaser and 
private purchispr, rights of. 

Where certp.iq immoveable properties of a judg- 
ment-debtor were successively attached in execution 
of two decrees held by the same decree-holder and 
were sold under the second attachment and purchased 
by the decree-holder himself and it was also found 
that on the day previous to the second attachment 
in pursuance whereof the execution sale was held, the 
judgment-debtor had conveyed the properties abso- 
lutely to the plaintiff by a private sale: 

: Held, in a suit by the plaintiff to recover posses- 
sion of the properties, 

(1) that the private sale, being prior to the second 
attachment, took effect in preference to the Court 
sale; 

• t.2) that under section 276 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1882, tho decree-holder could not take 
advantage of any attachment other than the one 
which actually led up to the sale and that, therefore, 
tho decree-holder could not avail himself of tho first 
and earlier attachment in execution of his earlier 
decree to render the sale to the plaintiff void. 

Held , also ( I that the existence of assets in Court 
was a condition precedent to bring section 295 of the 
Code into play a r d there being none such in the case, 
the decree-holder was not entitled to rateable dis- 
tribution; 

(2 , that even assuming that section 295 could 
apply and the conditions required by that section 
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were fulfilled, the decree-holder could not under 
section 276 of the Code take advantage of any 
attachment other than the one which actually led up 
to the sale. 

Where a purchaser in Court auction questions tho 
validity of a prior private sale on the ground that it 
was either benomi or fraudulent, but admits that the 
vendor owed the private purchaser more than the 
actual consideration for the sale, the admission iV 
a complete answer to the plea of benami and also 
operates strongly against the plea of fraudulent 
transfer. PC Mina Kcmari Bim t\ Bi.rov Singh 
32 M L. J 425: 1 P L. W. 425; 21 (\ W. N. 385; 5 
L. W. 711; 21 M. L. T. 3 I4< 15 A. L J. 382; 25 C. L 
J. fOS; 19 Bom. L It. 424; 1917) M. W. X. 473; 44 

C. 662 242 

S 3 Symbolical possession - Limitation, 

An order of Court giving symbolical possession 
to an auction-purchaser under section 319 Civil Pro- 
cedure Code of 1882, on an application by the auction- 
purchaser made more than 3 years after the sale 
is confirmed is not without jurisdiction and a 
nullity, as such an order can be made by the Court 
of its own motion, without the intervention in any 
way of the auction-purchaser, and no period is 
fixed for such an order under section 319 of the 
old Code. C Harisii Chandra Roy c. Sarat 
Chandra Bandopadiiya 605 

Ch. XLU 891 

CIVIL PROCEDURE CODE (Acr V of 190«) — 
Forms given in Schedule, whether control Code 
itself. 

The forms given in the Schedule to the Code of 
Civil Procedure cannot control the clear words of 
the Code itself. C Munsur Ali v. Abhoya Charan 
Das, 21 O. W. N. 11 47 8 6 

— — — — S. 2. CL. (2) — Decree —Determination of right 
of party to account for certain years , whether decree 
— Appeal , whether lies 

An adjudication by a Court determining the right 
of one party to an account for certain years and dis- 
missing the claim for certain other years conics 
within the definition of a decree as given in section 2, 
clause (4', Civil Procedure Code, and as such is 
appealable. PAT Nano Kumar Singh v. Bilas 
Ham Marwari, I P. L. W. 781 579 

— Ss 2 (21, 80, 97 — Suit against public servant 

— Notice , necessity of — Preliminary decree , what is 
— -Appeal. 

Tho decision in a suit that a notice under section 
80 of the Civil Procedure Code was necessary before 
the institution of tho suit does not amount to a 
preliminary decree, where tho plaintiff alleges that 
lie has given notice, and tho decision is not, there- 
fore, appealable. U B NdA Meik r. Nga Gyi, 3 U. 

B. R. (19 7) 1 677 

— - S. 2 (lli — Legal representatives, suit against 

- Estate not in hands oj legal representatives, effect 

°f- 

A suit against the legal representatives of a 
deceased debtor t-hould not be dismissed on the mere 
ground that the defendants are not in possession of 
anr portion of tho estate left by the deceased. A 
Shankar Lal r. Abdul Rahman 407 

S. 9 ??0 
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S. 11 ^ 587 

* II — Estoppel — Landlord and tenant — 

Deri * io7i in rent suit that there is no relationship of 
landlord and tenant — Suit Jor khas possession by 
landlord — Res judicata. 

In a suit for rent in which the only issue was 
whether the relationship of landlord and tenant 
subsisted between the parties, it was found that the 
plaintiff had failed to prove such relationship. There- 
upon the plaintiff brought a suit to recover possession 
ol the land from the defendant on the allegation taat 
the defendant having in the previous rent suit 
denied the relationship of landlord and tenant, the 
plaintiff was entitled to recover khas possession: 

Held, that the Court was precluded by the 
estoppel created by the decision in the rent suit, 
from finding that the plaintiff was the landlord, so 
that the plaintiff s suit for khas possession must fail 
C Jatindau xath Bosk v. Maiiammad mallik 659 

" ,s h 11 — Res judicata as between co-defend - 

ants binding on issue not in active controversy 
■ between defendants inter se, effect of— Vendor and 
jiurchaser — Mortgage by vend/e , declaration of 
validity of , m action by vendor against vendee 
. and his mortgagee — Transfer pemling xu/7 -Lis 
pendens —Transfer of Property Act (IV of 1882 , 
s. 52. . 

. M. sold certain properties to 1st defendant, who 
mortgaged them to plaintiff’s father after purchase. 
M. brought a suit against 1st defendant and 
plaintiff fora declaration that both the said sale and 
mortgage wore colourable transactions. The Court 
* ^ * were both valid. During the pen- 

dency of that litigation 1st defendant sold the pro- 
perty to 2nd defendant, who, in turn, transferred it 
to 3rd defendant. In a suit by the plaintiff to 
enforce the mortgage security: 

Held, per Curium, that the previous decree in 
favour of M, wherein the validity of the mortgage 
was admitted by both 1st defendant and the plaint- 
itl s predecessor and which was not in active con- 
troversy Intween them, did not operate as res judicata 
in t lie present suit. 

If' hf by Phillips, J, ( whose opinion prevailed under 
section tH, Civil Procedure Code), Oldfield, J., dissenting, 
that under section 52 of the Transfer of Property 
Act, the transfer to 2nd defendant could not affect 
the plaintiffs right to a valid mortgage) over the 
property, :> right which he obtained as the result of 
the suit . luring wl.i-1, the property was transferred. 
IV1 M AN.!FS1I\7 V'{ \ Ivl.lsItNAYA f. VasCDKVA MaLLYA 

826 

> t I — Re-, judicata- -Viudina >>„ point an 

" hn-h a,, ininn not invited --('mis* of decree. 

•A hmling m* decision given bv a Court on a matter 
<m. which si •: ’>pini..ri is .»••( invited docs not operate 

US JV.N- judiraht. 

It a Court, ecu. a rue.-, a decree as a final decree 
in any contested exeeut ion proceeding between the 
parties, that const ruction will operate as res judicata. 
M Sktiiukama S unit i>. Oiioita I!aj\ Suiih (iqi7\ 

M. W. N. 527 V 32^ 

" ll ~ Ro8 judicata - Perf/c* , different in 

. subsequent suit. ... 


CIVIL PROCEDURE CODE — 1908— contd. 


D. sued r. for rent on the allegation that he had 
settled certain kasht lands with him as under-tenant 
on produce rent. P. denied settlement under D. but 
set up direct tenancy under D and his other co- 
sharers who were no parties to the suit The suit 
was decreed P. then instituted the present suit 
against D and his other co-sharers for a declaration 
that he was a tenant directly under them: 

UeUl t that, the decision in the rent suit was res 
judicata so far as the question of settlement between 
P and D was concerned but not so with regard to 
the question of P ’s title. PAT Palki Pandky r, 
Dwarka Pandey, 1 P. L. VV. 634 530 

— S. 11,0. XXIII, R. 1 — Res judicata — Re- 

linquishment of portion of claim without leave 
consequence of 40^ 

S. 11 — Res judicata Rent suit —Decision as 

to annual rent payable — Subsequent suit. 

Where in a suit for rent, the question as to what 
is the rent annually pavable for the holding is 
directly raised and decided by the Court, the decision 
operates as res judicata in a subsequent suit between 
the parties or their representatives, unless it is shown 
that the rent has been subsequently changed. C 

JoGKsii Chandra Roy v. Ram Kebal Nath ' 460 

• 

S. 11 — Suit to recover share of inheritance 

— Suit, subsequent, to recover share of gifted pro- 
perty, whether barred— Res judicata 155 

• . • 

S. 11, 0. XXIU, R. 1 — Withdrawal of 

claim, order for— Incompetoucy of Court to permit 
withdrawal, effect of — Res judicata 611 

• • • • • i 

S. 20— Jurisdiction — Contract for sale and 

purchase of cotton and grain— Pukka nrliat system 
— Accounts, rendition of, place of. 

Plaintiffs, residents of Bareilly, sued the defend- 
ants, commission agents doing business in Bombay, 
in the Bareilly 1 o rt on the allegation that the 
defendants made a contract with the plaintiffs for 
the salo and purchase of cotton and grain under 
pukka arhat system and agreed to render accounts 
at Bareilly. The defendants pleaded inter alia that the 
Bnrcillv Court had no jurisdiction. The plaintiffs 
gave no evidence of the contract: 

Held, that, under the circumstances of thecase,the 
Bombay Courts had jurisdiction. A Lalta Prasad v. 
Ram Sakvi* 505 

Ss 2°, 23, 24, scon' of — Transfer of case to 

Court not subordinate to same High Court , t ohethcr 
competent. 

Section 24, Civil Procedure Code, 1908, is exhaustive 
of the judicial power to transfer suits, and no Court 
has jurisdiction to transfer at v Miit from one Court 
to another unless both Courts are subordinate to it. 

Even where a High Court has power to declare 
whether or not a suit shall proceed in a Court subor- 
dinate to it, it has no power to compel its institution 
in any Court beyond its jurisdiction 

The transfer of a suit from one Court to another is 
something entirely different in character and legal 
effect from making an order for the return of a 
plaint by one Court with a view to its being pre- 
sented in another. N Abu Rakak Abdul Rahimax 
A Co. e. Ramrux. 13 N. L. R. H [ 393 
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S. 24- Transfer of suit — Notice to parties, 

whether necessary. 

The transfer of a suit under section 24 of the 
Civil Procedure Code without giving- notice to the 
parties is illegal. P Ali Xaki v. Damodak Das, 33 
P. W. H. 19i7 111 

S 34 2) — Decree silent as to interest , con- 
st ruction of. 

Where a decree is silent with respect to further 
interest from date of decree to date of payment, the 
Court must be deemed to have refused such interest 
and a separate suit will not lie for its recovery. 

The matter must be treated as if the Court had 
exercised its discretion and refused to give interest, 
unless it can be shown that its silence was due to 
oversight or mistake. L B Yagafpa Chetty v. 
Mahomed 858 

S 44 — Presidency Small Cause Courts Act 

(XV of ISS2J, ss. 3, '-5- Foreign Courts , decrees of, 
whether executable by Presidency Small Cause Courts 
— Registrar, power oj, to issue process — J ui isdiction. 
A Judge of a Presidency Small Cause Court has 
jui isdiction to execute the decree of a foreign Court 
transmitted to it under section 4*, Civil Procedure 
Code. 

But the Registrar of a Presidency Small Cause 
Court has no power, under section 13 or 35 of the 
Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, to issue pro- 
cesses in execution of a foreign decree. 

A decree transmitted for execution does not become 
the decree of the Court to which it is transmitted, 
although its powers of execution arc similar to tho 
powers conferred on it in respect of the execution 
of its own decrees. Wl Srinivasa Aiyangar v. 
Narayana Aiyangar, (.1917) M W. N. 498; 6 L. W. 
3 til 670 

S. 47, 0. X. VII, tt. 1 — Application falling 

within s. 47 purporting to be under (J. XL VII, r . 1 — 
Form ol application — Appeal . 

On an application purporting to be made by the 
decree-holder certifying satisfaction of the decretal 
amount and asking for the dismissal of the execution 
case, the Alunsif dismissed the case. Thereafter the 
decree holder put in two other petitions questioning 
the genuineness of the application certifying satis- 
faction of the decree, and asking that the order 
passed thereon should be cancelled and tho execu- 
tion case allowed to proceed. The Munsif 
on an enquiry dismissed both the petitions ou the 
finding that tho decretal money had really been paid: 

Held, that although the words “Order XL VII, rule 
1” were to be found in the decree-holder’s petitions and 
in the order sheet, yet having regard to tneir sub- 
stance they must be treated as applications under 
section 47, Oivil Procedure Code, so that an appeal 
did lie to the District udge from the Muusif’s order 
of dismissal. C Jagannath Mondul u Jaladhar 
Mondul, 26 C. L. J. .1 7 

■ S. 47, 0 XLV, R 15 Revenue sale o/ ijmali 
share — Annulment oj sale and recovery of possession 
of shares in ijmali share, suit lor — Order in Council 
— Decree — Partition of ijmali share— Execution - 
Decree-holder, whether entitled to share substituted by 
... partition for share decreed. 

Plaintiffs brought a suit for the annulnieut of a 
rove rule sale and recovery of possession of separate 
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and distinct shares in an ijmali share and got a 
decree The share* had in the meantime been 
pa titioned. On appeal the High Court reversed 
the judgment of the Subordinate Judge and dis- 
missed the suit. Seven of the original plaintiffs 
then appealed to His Majesty in Council and their 
appeal was allowed Some of the appellants then 
applied to the High Court under Order XLV, rule 
15 of the Civil Procedure Code. The matter was 
sent down to the Subordinate Judge, who held that 
the applicants were not entitled by means of pro- 
ceedings in the Execution Department to ask the 
Court to enquire and determine what estates or 
interests had been substituted by the partition for 
the shares originally claimed and that tho decree- 
holders could not get possession without bringing a 
regular suit to establish their title to the substituted 
estates or interests: 

Held, that the decree-holders were entitled to 
ask the .Subordinate Judge under section 47 of the 
Civil Procedure Code to ascertain in execution 
proceedings what estates and interests had been 
substituted for their original shares in the ijmali 
mahal and to give them possession of the substituted 
estates or interests. PAT Ravenesiiwar Prasad r. 
Baijnatii Goenka, 1 P. L. W. 711; (.1917) Pat. 205; 

2 P. L J. 49h 508 

S. 48 820 

S. 60 « c) — Insolvent possessed oj zemindari, 

whether agriculturist House, whether can be sold. 
Where the chief source of income of an insolvent at 
the time of his application is his zemindari , he is not 
an agriculturist in the true meaning of the word, 
although he cultivates some land, aud his house is 
not, therefore, exempt from sale under section 60 (c) 
of the Civil Procedure Code. A Tej SiKuir v. 
Bannvari Lal, io A L. J. 5 40 54 4 

- ■ ■ ■ 8s. 80, 2 (2), 97 — Suit against public servant 
— Notice , necessity of. 

Plaintiffs sued defendant, the Bench Clerk of a Sub- 
Divisional Judge, for the recovery of a sum of money 
which they alleged had been lost through his care- 
lessness in losing or concealing an application 
for the execution of a decree, which became time- 
barred through the loss: 

Held, tnac the suit could not be instituted without 
giving tho defendant a notice under section 80 of the 
Civil Procedure l ode. 

The adjudication ref cried to in the definition of r 
decree in section 2 (.2) of tho Civil Procedure Code 
is an adjudication granting or refusiug any of the 
reliefs claimed in the plaint and embodied in a formal 
declaration. U B Nga Meik v. Nga Gyi, 3 U. B. R. 
(1917;, . 677 

S. 9 , scopo of — Calcutta Municipal Act 

(III B. C of 1899;, s. 336, whether controls s. 9l, 
Civil Procedure Code Public highway,, dedication 
of ' 74 

— S. 9.’, applicability of — Trustee, de son tort. 
Sectioc 92 of the Civil Procedure Code, lyOS, 
applies to the case of person* who are trustees dc son 
tort. A Siddhan Lal r Gaum Shankar 165 

i ■ S. 92 — Management of trust -Court, discretion 
of. 

In a suit under section 92 of the Civil Procedure 
Code, i9J8, h Court has complete discretion in arrant? 
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ing for the management of a trust to which the 
section applies, although it is the duty of the 
Court to take into consideration such matters ae 
the wishes of the founder where these can be 
ascertained) and aiso the past history of t lie institu- 
tion and the way in which the management has been 
carried on theretofore. A Dharam Dass v. Sadho 

pRAKASH 1 77 

— S. 92— Such further or other relief ns the 

nature cf the case may require ”, meaning of— Separate 
suits for sa me tnirt, consolidation of— Judge, power of 
— Jurisdiction. 

The words “such further or other relief as the 
nature of the case may require” in section 9 ' of the 
Civil Procedure ' ode cover every subsidiary order or 
direction on any matter of detail necessary for 
carrying out the main purposes of the section. 

Where more than two suits in the matter of the 
same trust have been sanctioned and are brought to 
trial, although with different parties, in the same 
Court, at the same time, on the same subject-matter, 
under the same circumstances and for the same kind 
of relief, a. nidge has power under the i ivil Procedure 
code toconsolidate the suits, that is to say, for the pur- 
pose of the hearing to merge them into one and treat 
thorn us one for all practical purpo^s 

A -ludgo making an express ordor consolidating 
such suits even without the consent of tho parties 
acts within his jurisdiction. A Dharam Das r. 
Dharam Das jgj 

| k 92 — 1 rust created for public purposes of 
religious nature — Muhammadan, religious, founda of 
new religious order— Mausoleum, mosque and 
khanqah built to his memory , management of — 
Offerings, title to. 

r i ho management of the mausoleum, mosque and 
khanqah of a religious Muhammadan, who was the 
founder of a new religious order and to whom there 
could be no succession under any recognised rules, is 
a constructive trust created for public purposes of a 
religious nature, such as a ( ivil Court is competent 
to interfere with. O Sharfuddjn r. Maqiiulunmm 
4 0. L. J. i74 j 0 1 

b- 99,0. XXXI V, R. 1 - Mortgage — Rodemp. 
tion, siiir fur Adverse claimants, joinder of, whe- 
ther irregular - M is joinder— Practice - Procedure 

414 

j*. .00 126 


Ss. 100, l < ) 1 Finding of fact grossly erro - 
ncous Appeal, second, whether maintainable. 
’lho High Court !..••* tm jurisdiction to entertain a 
second n\ peal on lho ground of an erroneous finding 

of bicj , I o>' ever gross or inexcusable the error in av 
seem to he. 

Where in a suit for p’.y-i mption the lower Appellate 
Court found that a [>< » rt »• > n of i :he considernt ion stated 
in t he ssle-di od w;,'< fictitious and that the price 
had not been tit.«d mi go.-d faith, the finding being 
based on tic evidence • i < In* vendee produced b v the 
plaintiff as well as certain books of account: 

Held, that tho Chief Court vn-% precluded from 
disturbing tl is finding in second appeal, even though 
the cprr. Ctn. of r.he lower Appellate Clourr’* cor) c hi- 
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sions was open to doubt, P Pharaya Mal v, Ilahi 
Bakhsii, 10. P. W R. 1917; 89 P. R. 1917 7/2 

S. HO ta )— 1 Usage having the force of law ’ 
meaning of Private right , whether falls under s.'lOO 
(a) — High Court. 

The expression ‘usage having the force of law’ in 
section lOO fa), Civil Procedure Code, should ordi- 
narily be confined to the usages of tho country or of 
the community, the law merchant and usages referred 
to in section i 1 of Act Vi JI of Jbbfi It is doubtful 
whether questions as to private rights fall within the 

section. M Panka.ia.mmal iv Secretary of Statf 
5 L. W. 340; 32 M. L. J. 237: fo. L. T. 411 51o 

S. 102 — Appeal, recond . . 655 

S. 102 — Suit for damages for breach of cou- 
tract— Appeal, second, whether lios-Mortgnge— 

Zar-i-pcshgi lease — Ejectment by lessor— Aiortgngee, 

right of, to recover damages tor dispossession §71? 

Ss. 104 (2), 47, O. XXI, R. 90-Appeal, 

second, whether lies from appellate order setting 

aside sale— Fraud, antecedent to sale proclamation 
allegation of 

— • S. 105 (2)*- Decision on interlocutory matter, 
failure to appeal against , effect of. 

Apart altogethci from the doctrine of res judicata, 
a decision in a suit given on an interlocutory matter 
whether appealable or not, if not appealed 
from is binding upon the parties in every proceeding 
in that suit, a H ansraj i*. Bijai Ram Singh Oa* 

S. 107 (2) 846 

- Ss. 109, 110, O. XL\ , R. 3 — Privy Council 

appeal to— Certificate, conditions for grant of— Ease - 
mint, decree as to, rights of — Value of subject-matter 

- Value of claims or right affected— Substantial 
question of la w,’ meaning of— 'Property' in section 110, 
para. 2, meaning of. 

Where tho subject-matter of a suit is an alleged 
easement right, which is negatived by tho linal 
decree of the High Court, tho real value of that 
right, for the purpose of an appeal to the Privy 
Council umloi tho first paragraph of soction 110, 
Civil Procedure Code, can bo projierly ascertained 
only on the basis of tho detriment or injury which 

the party claiming the right would sustain by its 
being negatived. And where the actual detriment or 
injury caused does not amount to Rs. .0,000, it is not a 
lit. case for the grant of n certificate under paragraph 
X of section 1 *0, civil Proceduie Code. . . 

1 aragraph 2 of section 1.0, Civil Procedure Code, 
is intended to extend the privilege given by the 
first paragraph only to cases whore a claim regarding 
rights of Rs. i0,ooo or upwards in value is involved 
indirectly, though not directly. Tho second paragraph 
moans that the suit must, to satisfy its conditions, 
involve rights mid claims to property which rights 
and claims are worth Rs If, Oct) hi.a upwards, not 
that tho rights affect properties whoso value is 
Rs. 10,000 and upwards 

Under paragraph 8 of section 110, the case must 
in\ohu a <|uestion oi law of general interest or tin* 
portanee, and not the application of the law to tho 
particular facts of tho caso. 

I or Sudasiva At gar , J — The word ‘property’ in 
tho sre aid paragraph of section 1.0, Civil Procedure 
Lode, means ritrbt* in property inferior to fuii 
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ownership where sncli inferior rights alone are the 
subject-matter in dispute. 

Per Spencer , J. — When some subsidiary interest, 
such as an easement of inconsiderable value attached 
to property of great value, is in dispute, the value of 
the property affected rather than the value of the 
subject-matter of the suit should determine the right 
of appeal The claim must be one “to or respecting 
property” of Rs. 10,000 in value, not a claim merely 
affecting property of such value. N1 Appala Raja 
v. Rangappa Naicker, (1917) M. W. N, 414; 6 L. YV. 
12; 33 M. L. J. 481 680 

.*'?• S. 110— Appeal to Pricy Council — “ Substan - 

tial question of law ” — Construction of document. 
Semite . — The construction of any particular docu- 
ment is not a substantial question of law within the 
meaning of section MO of the Civil Procedure Code. 
A Kallyan Singh v. Kanhiya Lal I 10 

— — - S. Ho — High Court, revisional powers of, ex- 
tent of — “Case,” meaning oj. 

Section 115 of the Code of Civil Procedure enables 
the High Court, in a case in which no appeal lies, 
to call for the record and to pass such an order in 
the case as the Court may think tit. Ihe section 
applies to jurisdiction alone, the ii regular exercise, or 
non --exercise of it or the illegal assumption of b, it 
is not directed against conclusions of law or fact in 
which jurisdiction is not involved. 

The word “case” is not defined in the Code. It 
cannot be confined to litigation in which there is a 
plaintiff who seeks to obtain a particular relief 
against a defendant before the Court, and includes 
an ex parte application praying that persons in the 
position of trustees or officials should perform their 
trust or discharge their judicial duties. Jt includes, 
therefore, proceedings under section . Q of Act XX 
of 863. P C Balakrishna Odayar v. Vasudlva 
A iY^li, 15 A. L. J. 645; 2 P. L. W. 1 01; 33 M. L. . o9; 
26C. L. J. 143; 19 Bom. L. R. 715; (1917; M. W. JS. 
028; 40 M. 793; 6 L. W. 501 , ' 650 

i S. M5, O. XXIII, R. 1 — Leave to withdraw 

with liberty to bringfreshsuit — Insufficient grounds 
— Revision — High Court, interference by /7 

— - S. 1 5 — Review — Discretion of subordinate 
C(mrt — Revision — High Court , power of 
The High Court in revision under section 115, Civil 
Procedure Code, cannot interfere with the discretion 
of a subordinate Court as to whether it should or 
should not review its judgment. C Bhab sindhu 
Haldar v Kesab Chandra Haldar 4o-» 

■■ S. 115 — Revision — Interlocutory order — High 
Court, power of, to interfere. 

The Chief Court has power to interfere in revision 
with interlocutory orders, but such power is exercised 
only in very exceptional cases, e. g. f where the order 
is so unjust and is likely to put things into so incon- 
venient a position that irreparable harm would be 
dono to the applicant for revision. P ImdadAli 

Sii ati ii. Saved Am, 26 P. R. 19i7 6 5 

- — S. 115 — Reels ion— Refusal to restore applica- 
tion to set aside appellate decree — Appeal, whether 
lies . 

No appeal lies against an order refusing to restore 
£n application to set aside an appellate decree which 

lias been diaaaiessci. -Cut where there has brea a 

. : ; • ’I ; . s 1 ' 
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serious miscarriage of justice, the High Court will 
admit the case on the revisional side A Kamesiiar 
Dayal v. Misri Lal 3 Jo 

S. 146 846 

S. 148, Sch. II, rara. 16 — Award fixing 
time for payment- Court, whether Can extend 
time 009 

S. 151 999 

O. I, R. 1 — Non-joinder of minor brother in 

suit to set aside alienation, effect of 064 

O. I, Rr. 3, 5 429 

- ■ - — — O II, R. 2, S. H — Suit to recover share of 
inheritance — Suit, subsequent, to recoier share of 
gijted property , whetner barred- lie s judicata — 
Specific Relief Act (I of *877 J, s 42 — Suit tor decla- 
ration of share in decree, maintainability of . 

One B. J/. in his lifetime divided his moveable pro- 
perty among his four sons, n , K., B. and A., and 
directed that a sum of Rs. 3*000 odd clue to him from 
one B. t.. should be held jointly by all four of them. 
On his death S. sued the representatives of B L. 
and got a decree for the whole sum as due to him- 
self. K. then brought a suit to recover his share in 
the moveable and immoveable properties left by B. 
M. His suit was decreed in respect of the immove- 
able property but was dismissed as regards the 
moveable property, inasmuch as it was held that B. 
JI [ . had divided all his moveablo property among his 
sons in his lifetime K. then sued for a declaration 
of his one-fourth share in the decree obtained by S. 
against B L.'s representatives: 

Held, ^1 ; that the suit for a declaration was com- 
petent; 

2; that inasmuch as the previous suit related to a 
share in the property left by B M it was not incum- 
bent on K to include in it a claim for a share in the 
property held by 8 in which A. had sin interest, and 
that, therefore, the suit was not barred either by 
Order II, rule 2 or by section 11 of the Civil Procedure 
Code. P Sri Ram c. Kasshi Ram, 12 i P L. K. id 

255 

- O. II, Rr. 3, 4 429 

O. II, Rr. 6, 7 — Possession or joint possession 

of particular ptot , suit for recovery of maintain- 
ability of — Frame of suit — Contradictory causes of 
action Estopptl by pleading. 

The plaintiff brought a suit in the alternative, first 
of all, to recover a particular land on the looting 
that a legal partition had been made between tho 
parties, and if the partition was not legal, then 
he asked to be putin joint possession with the defend- 
ants. The case went to trial without any application 
by the defendants under the provisions of the Civil 
Piuoedure Code to exclude one of the causes of action 
from the trial. The Trial t ourt awarded the plaint- 
iff a decree for joint possession, which was affirmed 
in appeal without any objection having been made to 
the frame of the suit: 

held, that in second appeal the defendant could 
not urge that the whole of the proceedings cul- 
minating in the decree toi joint possession should bo 
put an end to on the ground that contradictory 
causes of action ought not to have been tried 

together. C Dwarie IDli v. >.iphi Rax IUla 462 
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O IV. R. 1 

O. VI, Rr. 16, 17 


[ 191 ? 


o IV. R. 1 s87 

C. VI, IIr. 16, J 7 429 

“ O. VI, R. 16 Pleadings — Plaint, amendment 
of- Inconsistent allegation*— Court, position of. 

J. r . uIe that the Court is not to dictate to the 
parties how they should frame their ease is one 
that ought always to be preserved sacred, subject to 
this limitation that the parties must not offend 

against the rules of pleadings which have been laid 

down by the law, and introduce what is unnecessary 

or tends to prejudice, embarrass and delay the trial 
ot the suit. 

Whore in a suit for possession, I ho plaintiff denied 
the genuineness of the deed of wakj set up in defence 
and pleaded in the alternative that the deed had 
been obtained from her by the defendants by fraud 
and undue influence: 

Held, that there was nothing in the above allega- 
tions that could be regarded as likely to embarrass 
delay or prejudice the trial, so as to justify the Court 
in taking action under Order VI, rule 16, Civil Pro- 

cod ure ( ode. O Fakid-ux-msa v. Mukiitar Aiimad, 

4 O. L. J. 2»»0 

“ 7 Plaint, amendment of 

— Revision—. High Court, power of, to interfere. 

Plaintiff brought a suit claiming certain shares in 
the property in dispute. Before issues were settled 
lie filed an application under Order VI rule 17 
Civil Procedure Code, praying for leave to amend the’ 
plaint so as to increase the number of shares claimed 
The lower Court rejected the application: 

Held, lU that the plaintiff should have been -iven 
leave to amend the plaint; ° 

(2) (hat the Chief Court could interfere in revision 
with the order refusing leave to amend, p ] MDAI) 
Am Siiaii Saykh Am, *6 P. R. 19 17 kz 

o- VII, n. II A 29 

" () - VII, R. II - Rycetion of plaint -Court, 

jee. dejioent. 

Thoprmisi.m of rule 11. Order VII, Code of Civil 
Procedure, is mandatory, so that a Court has llo 
alternative but to reject a plaint written upon an 
insufficiently slumped paper, when the plaintiff on 
being re,, red by 'he Court to supply the requisite 
stamp paper within the time lix, .1 by the Court fails 
t<> do so. c Mionum'k XrMiNiiAitv Co r Skckftary 
ot Statu, 44 C. :>;»?; 21 C. W. X. S34 

\ in ' 1 "> *0. O IX, Rk. 6(1) ( a ) 

... cv validity of. , 

7',;T ,ll 7' ‘ | iU . n , vri| ^ 

;;;■ l;::"' 1 f ,„ l j 

(l 

r irr 'I I ( ' • , • , 

t • 1 J 1 11 , '« •' • \ . ■ » % U i / / , j -I ; / j • 

(liar the order d.-H.iring 'lie defeiehu.'i el-Tn't''' 1 '*'’ H 
n«il nil in it it y s. I ft \\;is v< 

ci'lbw,^ Vlri <»• «■* . 

i.. .,ii 
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7 contained in u written statement referred to in rule 

9 J. The) are really of the nature of e\plana-im.= t 

rule I. Rule .0 of Order VIII relates Uek torn °e ? £ 
l well as to rule 9 1 1 as 

Per Seshagiri Aiyar,J„ (dissentingd-A party shnnld 
, not be declared « parte when he appear^ Kson 
3 though his defence may be struck out P i0n ’ 

:» The omission to make a provision in rule n 
1 Order IX, regarding the non.filing of a written Le 
1 n,ent > 13 11 clear indication ^hat a declaration IT 

; CST * , "“ 1 ' " ,ly 

The words “from whom a written • 

required” in rule 9 of Order VIII, cannot be TcZ £ 
referring hack to rule 1. A whole mass of matter 
intervenes between the two rules and it wo„M 
doing violence to the language to read thoQA 1 

as referring to rule 1 . Rule lolmnnot bc^connec^dwhlh 

rule 1 of Order VIII. n, Bangmam. S c 
Mamckam Pii.lai, (1917 M. W. N m uti 

— - o VIII. R. 6 Set- off, principles^ 
In a suit for the recovery of money the defendant 

'? not 1 a " 0wetl to set off against the I S 
demand any sum which is not au ascertained sum 
legal y recoverable and the claim with respect £ 
wh, eh does not arise out of the same traction 
PAT Bisih'n Ciiaxd v . Aunit Biuari Liil pt 
\V 615; t P. L. J. 45 ; (1917 Pat 2,9 ' 1 

T ,4 ^> o — Defendant not screed— Suit 

consigned to record room-Second suit on same cans, 
°f action, maintainability of 

In a suit on a bond it appeared that the plaintiff 
bad, on the 19th Februaiy 1909, brought a suit for 
recovery on the same bond against the same defend 

bu “ T defendants eoul”noT then 

he served, the Court had, on the lOtH March 909 
consigned the suit to the record room? .hlkiw^ 
relm;ence ,° Order IX. rule 5, Civil ProcetU CoTe: 

' tImt . u was impossible for the Court to 
dism.ss the hrst suit under Order IX, rule 5, Civil 
Pi oe, dure ■ ode, that it was still pending and that. 

therefore, a second suit on the same cause of action 

ma ' ,, I u * I '®hle P Nanak Cmaxd ,.7C 

448 

IX, 1\. 13 Suit against principal and 
m/-< y ecrce ox par to against principal whether 

without discharging surety— 
IJamtix) withdrawing suit against principal , effect 

A decree was passed against a principal debtor 
and Ins surety, the decree being rat parte against the 
l liiiupal debtor. Ho thereupon applied to have tho 

• l i ain V ff con “ nt ®d ^ have his suit 
?h 1C P n ,IC, P^ rtobt(,p dis *»issod on condition 

surety' ' Tho r°n Tt ,li# deoro ® the 

, *.* . 10 ‘-aiall Cause Court Judge passed an 
order in these terms: 1 

asw’wi' tlmt tho . Jud K |) was in error iu settiug 

de lim it «° Cl t 0t ‘ aar ? lnst tho Principal debtor without 
^otting itasidoagamstthe surety as well; . 

: iat tho l )la . ,ntiff having withdrawn his suit 
^aimst the principal debtor, his suit against tho 

; WktktI^m 0 t0b ° di3ruissca * p McxshiRak 

i • A v A It * Jl . 400 
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O. XX, R. 4 (l ) — Judgment of Small Cause 
Court , contents of. 

The judgment - of a Court of Small Causes need 
not contain more than the point for determination 
>and the decision thereon. L B Ko Kyaw Zan v. Daw 

Mr a 890 


— O. XX, R. 14 — Pre-emption— Deere*, 

d it icnal upon payment into Court , compliance with 
--Mortgage of subject- matter of decree by decree. 


holder. 

Plaintiff obtained a decree for pre-emption con- 
ditional on payment into Court of the pre-emption 
money within a certain period. He raised the amount 
by a simple mortgage of the decreed property itself 
and paid it into Court: 

Held , that it was a sufficient compliance with the 
terms of the decree. A Lakhpat Singh v. Bahu 
Ram > 35 

O. XX, R IS 820 

- ■ O. XXI, R. 2 — Adjustment, certijyinn of— 

Rule , applicability of, to complex decrees. 

Order XXI, rule 2 (i), which requires certifying 
to Court of adjustments made out of Court of 
decrees ‘of .any kind’ . applies not only to money 
decrees, but includes complex decrees under which 
possession of immoveables is also awarded and, 
as regards execution of that portion of the decree, 
an uncertified adjustment cannot be recognized, fffl 
Sethukama Sahib t\ CnoTTA Raja Sahib, (1917 M. 

W.N.327 820 




— — — * — - O. XXI, R. 2— Adjustment of decree out of 

Court n< t certified to Court , whether can be recognis- 
ed. 

An adjustment of a decree out of Court can, 
under no circumstances, be recognised unless certified 
f6 : G6iirt.* Wl MiTfftit Drayia Sahaya Ela Nidhi 

Co. Ltd. v. SubramaniA Pillai, 5 L. VV. 6*4 889 

. • ^ * • 

— n r — O. XX T, R- 2 Decree , adj ustment of — Decree- 
• holder, right of, to release some or all judgment • 
V - debtors from liability 

Under Order XXI, rule 2, of the Civil Procedure 
Code, a decree-holder and his judgment-debtor can 
adjust their respective rightfi and liabilities in regard 
to the decree in any manner agreed upon by them 
including the discharge of the judgment-debtor. 

There is nothing in Order XXI, rule 2, or any other 
provision of the Civil Procedure Code to prevent the 
release by the decree-holder of some of the judgment- 
debtors from their liability under the decree. PAT 
Laljjl Singii v. Girja Prasad Singh 1 


- — O. XXI, R. 2 — Mortgage - Payment of 

'tirhourit awarded by preliminary decree out of 
'C&dd't, whether can be recognized without certifica- 
tion . 

On ah application made for a decree absolute in a 
suit to enforce a mortgage security by way of sale, 
the Court cannot take cognizance of the payment to 
the mortgagee out of Court of the amount awarded by 
tiie preliminary decree, which has not been certified 
to. the Court under the provisions of Order XXI, rule 
2, ( ivil Procedure Code. C Piran Bibi v. Jitendra 
IIohan, 2 > C. L. J 553; 21 C. W. N. 920 845 

- — — — Q. XXI, R. 4, whether restricted to decrees of 

British Courts, 

• . .» • • • 


Order XXL rule 4, Civil Procedure Code, is not 
restricted in its application to decrees of British 
Courts, ir applies equally to decrees of foreign 
Courts. IYI Srinivasa Aivavgar v. N a rata n a 
Aiyangar, (1917 > M. \V. N. 493; 6 L. W. 261 670 

O. XXI, R 22 — Arrest without notice, tona- 
lity of. 

Sub-clause . 1 ) <»f Order XXI, rule 22, Civil Pro- 
cod ure Code, is imperative and must be followed, 
unless notice prior to arrest is dispensed with under 
sub-clause (2 , in which case the Court should defi. 
nitely record its reasons for doing so KV1 Srinivasa 
Aiyangar v Xarayana Aiyangar, (1917) M. VV N 
493; 6 L. W. 261 670 

— O. XXI, R. 22 — Civil Procedure Code i Act 
Xl\ r of 18 s 2 , s. 24* — High Court Original Side 
decree*, revivor of Decree against several persons 
— Satie*, issue of, to some — Limitation, fresh starting 
point of— Limitation Act ,1X of 1 90S - , Sch. L Arts 
182,183. 

Both on the reason of the thing and on the analog? - 
of the provisions of ihe Civil Procedure Code which 
apply the doctrine of revivor to India, as regards the 
revivor of the decrees of the High Court, Original 
Side, notice must go to the parties against whom it 
is sought to revive the decree. 

Explanation I in the 3rd column of Article 182 of 
the Limitation Act refers only to applications under 
the Article anil has nothing to do with the revivor 
of Original Side decrees. IV) Krishnaiyah v 
Gajendra Naidu, 22 M. L. T 20; 6 L. W. 290 " 608 
O. XXI, R. 35 — Delivery of possession to 

agent. 

Under the provisions of Order XXI, rule 35, of the 
Civil Procedure Code, delivery of possession can be 
made to any person orally authorised by the decree- 
holder to take possession, even though he does not 
hold a power-of-attorney from the latter N Lava 
v. Emperor, 3 N. L R. 87; 18 Cr. L. J 689 689 

O. XXI, R. 53 J) (M ,i) £ I6 

O. XXI, R 90, Ss. 104 (2), 47— Appeal, 

second, whether lies from appellate order setting 

aside sale — Fraud, antecedent to sale proclamation 
allegation of. ’ 

An order in first appeal setting aside an execution 
sale on the ground of fraudulent suppression of the 
sale proclamation and consequent inadequacy of price 
does not become open to second appeal, merely 
because the judgment-debtor impeached the sale 
not only on the ground of fraud in the publication of 
sale but also on the ground of fraud antecedent to the 
publication, and the * ourt of First Appeal held that 
the latter was not established. 

Qua?re.-- Whether the decision of a question of 
fraud antecedent to the publication and conduct of 
an execution sale brings the case within the scope of 
section 47, Civil Procedure Code C Fulsummannessa 
Bibee v. Halamaddi Molla, 25 C. L. J. 399 4 26 

“7 O, XXI, k. 90 — Irregularity in sale pro- 
clamation— Two valuations — Substantial iniurv— 
Proof. J v 

It is essential fora judg . ent debtor in order to 
succeed on an application under Order XXI, rule 90 
©f the civil Procedure Code to >how thftt the 
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inadequacy of i lie prices staled in the sale nroclama- 

tion was caused in consequence of the irre«*ularit v 
alleged. ° 

A sale proclamation stating two separate 
valuations, the decree-holder’s valuation and the 
judgment-debtor’s valuation, is not irregular PAT 
Nami Kisihvar S.wiai e Kkuar Xatfi ° 

' fb XXII, R 4 — I'rcl uniwi ry decree — Dwith 

ef defendant before final decree— Application jor sub - 

sf i tut ion 

■ A prelim ina i y decree does not put an end to a 
fmit: it must be continued up to the stage of tho 
final decree. 

\N here after the passing nt ;i preliminary decree 
>n a suit the defendant died, and an application to 
bring his representatives on t he record was made 
more than six months after his death: 

Held, that the application was barred bv time. A 
Mori Lai, e K*m Narai.v, lb A. 1.. J. :.4'J * 1006 

— XXI !’ Rr •'°». 11 r<>. XLIII, K. 1 (I), 

Ss. 107 (2), 14G — Devolution uj interest pending suit 
— Application under (). XXII , r. 10, after decree 
maintainability of- Appeal, right of, by personae- 
f juiri m/ interest who was no party to decree appealed 
against —Merits of appeal —Court, duty of. 

Order XXII, rule lO, Civil Procedure Code, does 
not apply to eases wherein tho new party allegin''* 
acquisition of an interest takes action after "the 
decree and before the appeal against it is be~im 
The discretion of the Court to allow or refuse the 
substitution of a new party under the rule should be 
exercised only in connection with pending pro- 
ceedings in which the material considerations of 
immediate convenience are within its knowledge 
The new party cannot, apply, under tho rule, to lie 
impleaded only for tho purpo e of preferring an 
appeal against a concluded decree. 

The appeal can, however, bo entertained under 
section' 1 4(3, Civil Procedure Code, if the merits are in 
favour oi the appellant, so that substantial justico 
muy not be defeated. IVI Subba Pillai v Ranh*, 
sami. 1191?) M. W N. ;s0b * g 46 

“ XXII » '0, 1 1- Official Receiver, appeal 

by -( nnhunahon of proceedings by successor without 
a, nenan, mt W cause Title, validity of - Intimation 
of change to Court -- Decision on merits, effect of 
Qu;rre -~\\\ u a\ ir v, on tho resignation of his office 
by an Official Receiver maintaining a suitor appeal 
m successor ra» continue the proceedings without 
tns name being brought on the record 

' Where Imw.-vor. (I,., change of personnel was 

intimated to the which proceeded notwith- 

standing to p.-on-niaec , decision on t bo merits tho 

r.-,:,,,, ",".t l„. r|. have been amended by 
Subset." .on of fb. name „! the new oflieer in place of 
! hu °"" who had v lent ,-d otlb-o. HI Uamakrisiiva 
Irni Om< i t llt.rnn:, Tinxkvsi.i. v , 5 L W.f.07- 

■ '■ ’ • " 170 

— -o. \ M ll. tt. I, ts ll-.lpp-al-mthdraunl 

O, Milt - j'ldi.'alu,. 

Once a ease b, rak.-i, -a appeal i, cannot be said 
to have been i,„:dly dei-i-inine.l un.il tin- Appellate 
Co.n-t lias adjudicated up,,,, ,p,ea, i„„ , iss * « 

ajtween II, e parMea, and by ,va son „f the , “ 

mowing tho BQ 1 » bo Withdrawn l. v tl.e plaintiff 
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cannot be said that its order possesses that nteowa ry 
degree ot duality so as to operate as ret indie ita 
rclafve to the rights of tl.e parties to the antecedent 
u nrat'on. PAT Ram hocus Sinqb v. Jatadhari 

853 

„ ,7/ n V;' 1 ’ R '/ 1, ?■ 1,6 ~ leave to withdraw 

"" hber " J ,n u hn "V ^-Insufficient grounds 
Re virion High Court, interference by 

The mere fact that the Primary Court granted 

eave to a plaintiff, to withdraw from his suit with 

liberty to bring a fresh suit on the same causT of 

a. "on on insufficient grounds is no ground for the 

Dgh i onr s mterterence in revision under section 

I io, < n il I rocedure Code, unless tl.e lower Court in 

granting leave acted without jurisdiction or with 

mate, ml irregularity in the exercise of its jurisdiction. 

C Rasuiib N auayax Si n h a r. Kakamoim Dassi 

~7" 0 XXII 1 R.. l, S. II— Res judicata - Kelin. 

push meat ot portion of claim without leave con. 
sequence oj. * 

In a suit for recovery < f possession of land th« 
plaintiff included within tho boundaries described in 
t he plaint t wo parcels A and B, and put forward his 
claim for ejectment in respect of both on the allegation 
t hat tho defendants had dispossessed him therefrom 
but before tho Commissioner at the local enqnirv, and 
at the trial, the plaintiff relinquished his claim’ with- 
out leave of the Court in respect of the parcel B 
with tho result that the suit was dismissed with 
regard to that parcel: 

//.M, that a subsequent suit for reoovery of nos- 
session of parcel B against tho same defendants was 
• ts judicata and was also barred under Order XXUI 
rule 1 Civil Procedure Code, as the dispossession whioli 
was he cause of action in both the suits was in 
ro.'ility the same, although the plaintiff falsely alleged 
in Ins p amt in the subsequent suit, dispossession at 
nUZ ' c Dan mu Molla r. Dhananjov 

r O. XXIII, R. 1— Will— Probate, application 
lor. withdrawal ot— Court, duty of— O. XXIII R ) 
applicability of, to Probato proceedings * 345 

] XXIII, R. 1, S. 11 — Withdrawal of claim, 

order Jor—Incompetency of Court to permit with- 
drawal, effect of - Res judicata— Jurisdiction, irregu- 
lar exercise of. 

An order permitting the withdrawal of a claim 
under Or er Will, rule I, Civil Procedure Code, 
winch is beyond the competency of the > ourt lo 
pass, is not a nullity but an order passed in the 
irregular exerciso of jurisdiction, and suoh an order 
does not operate as ns judicata so as to bar a subse- 
quont suit, for the same relief. 

hvmi if tho order in tho earlier suit be treated as 
a nullity, a second suit for tho same relief is not 
barred as tho claim remains undisposed of. R| Tiicl* 
JARAM Row V. Gopala Aiyar, ( 917) M. Wo N. *44; 
- M T : <2 M. L. J. 434 611 


0. XXIII, R 3— dealing with 

matters not included in claim, whether lawful 
A coni promise is not unlawful within tho meaning 
<> ( Her XXIII, rule 3, Civil Procedure Code, merely 
because it deals with matters not included in the 
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claim. In such a ease the Court should set*- how- 
far it relates to the matters in suit and should pass 
a decree in regard to those matters. P IIaki Chand 
■i\ Maghi Mal, 95 P. W. H. 19.7; 1 ' 2 P. L. R. 1917: 
78 P. R. 1917 675 

0. XXIII, It 3, 0. XXXIV, R. 5 -Prelimi- 
nary decree — Part payment oai oj Court — Adjust- 
merit of such payment , whether permissible at jinai 
decree. 

There is nothing in Order XXXIV, rule 5, of the 
Civil Procedure Code to justify the view that Order 
XXIII, rule 3, does not apply to adjustments of 
accounts made between the date of the preliminary 
decree and the date on which the accounts between 
the parties are finally settled. 

If a preliminary decree is satisfied in part out oi 
Court, the Court at the final taking of accounts will 
permit such payment towards the satisfaction of the 
decree. PAT Jogendra Prasad Xakaix Singh r. 
CxOURi Sankar Prasad Sahu, 2 P. L. W. 66; 2 P. L. 
J. 533 *38 

• - 0. XXXII, R. 4 — Guardian ad litem, appoint- 
- meat of — Adverse interest — Consent of guardian — 
Minor, decree against — Suit to set aside decree — Pre- 
judice to minor — Proof. 

The mere omission to obtain the consent of the 
person whom it is proposed to appoint guardian 
ad litem of a minor is not fatal to the proceeding. 
It must be shown that the minor was prejudiced by 
the defect. 

A minor when he comes of age can attack a decree 
obtained against him during his minority upon the 
ground that the person who represented him in t he 
litigation had an adverse interest, but he must show 
that . in that particular case that particular person 
had in fact a particular adverse interest. He cannot 
be allowed to succeed on mere surmise. 

Where 5’., a minor, was sued on a mortgage- bond 
executed on his behalf by his mother for legal neces- 
sity and benefit of the minor, and the mother, who was 
also the certificated guardian of the person and pro- 
perty of the minor, was appointed his guardian ad 
litem, but she failed to appear in the suit though 
notice was served upon her, and a decree was passed 
against the minor: 

Held, that the decree could not be set aside merely 
on the ground that the mother's consent to act as 
guardian ad litem was not obtained, when it was prov- 
ed that the minor was in no way prejudiced by the 
procedure adopted PAT Suraj Dko Narain Missra 
v. Sarjug Prasad Missra, 1 P. L. W. 647; (1917) Pat. 
198; 2 P. L. J. 390 227 

O. XXXII, R. 4 (3)— Minor— Guardian ad 

. litem. 

The provisions of rule 4 (3) of Order XXXII of the. 
Civil Procedure Code are mandatory and imperative 
in their nature and it would amount to want of 
jurisdiction in the Court to appoint a guardian 
ad litem on behalf of a minor without his consent. 
PAT Mohair Krishna Dar r. Uar Prasad 2 

* • : 0. XXXII, R. 7 —Agreement varying terms of 

decree— Parties minors-- Agreement, whether can be 

i'tC V.’* ‘ 

avoided. 

An. agrepmeut varying the terms of a decree bet- 
ween parties wfio are minors, which is not sanctioned 
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by the Court under Order XXXII, rule 7, Civil Pro- 
codure Code, can be avoided by each of the parties as 
against the other. A party who is barred by limita- 
tion from actively avoiding it as plaintiff can, how- 
ever, defend a suit brought against him on that 
agreement by pleading the voidability of thp transac- 
tion as against him. IYI Seth drama Sahib k. Chotta 
Raja Sahib, (1917) M. W. N. 327 820 

: (). XXXIV — Mortgage — Scheme for payment 

under decree for foreclosure, sale or redemption. 

The procedure under the provisions of Order 
XXXIV, Civil Procedure Code, is essentially different 
from the procedure in a mortgage suit under the 
terms of the repealed sections of the Transfer of Pro- 
perty Act and the method of payment to the mort- 
gagee as authorised bv the Transfer of Property Act 
has been abolished. 

The scheme stated under the terms of Order 
XXXIV, Civil Procedure Code, for the payment of 
mortgage money under a decree for foreclosure, sale 
or redemption noted. C Pi RAN Bibi r. Jitendra 

Mohan, 25 C. L. J. 553; 21 C. W. S. 920 84 5 

O. XXXIV, R. 1 — Mortgage-decree against 

father— Execution- Sale — Redemption, suit for, by 
son not in existence at date <J decree, maintainability 
of- Right of sou nor made party to suit. 

A son, who was not born at the date of a mortgage- 
decree and sale, cannot bring a suit for redemption 
3 f the mortgage; nor can a son succeed '1 m a redemp- 
tion suit after sale on the sole ground that he was 
not impleaded as a party in the mortgage suit 
against his father, even though the mortgagee had 
notice of his existence, unless it is proved that he 
was intentionally omitted from the mortgage suit in 
order to defeat his right to redeem. PAT Sebalal 
Singh -r, Rameshwar Singh, 1 P. L. W. 736 525 

O. XX XIV, R. 1, S. 99 — Mortgage— Redemp- 
tion, suit foi — Adverse claimants, joinder of, whether 
irregular —Misjoinder — Practice — Procedure. 

In a suit for redemption of a mortgage, it is not 
irregular to implead persons claiming title to the 
mortgaged property adversely to the mortgagor. 

Even if the joinder of such persons amounts to 
misjoinder and the Trial Court does not take the 
necessary steps to cure the defect before deciding 
the suit, the Appellate Court should not reverse the 
decision of the Court of First Instance on the. 
•'round of misjoinder alone, unless such misjoinder 
has affected the merits of the case or the jurisdiction 


of the Court. 

The question whether merits or jurisdiction have 
been affected should not be assumed but should 
be deduced from the facts of each case, the evidence 
and the course of the trial in the Court of First 
Instance. 1VI Pumulli Manakal Narayanan v . 
Venkitajela Aiyar, 5 L. W. 615; (1917) M. W. N. 
417 - ' .414 

— (_). XXXIV, K.T —Mortgage suit — Stranger to 

mortgage— Proper parties. 

Where a prior mortgagee of an entire property 
brought a suit against his mortgagor and the siib-i 
sequent mortgagee of a portion of the property, and' 
the applicants sought tv be made parties to the suit' 
on the allegation that they were the owm l\s ofthe* 
whole property 1 5 and had executed the subsequent 

mortgage: * % ’ • ' 
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n rf? eld ' th *- the ap P licants werc not strangers, bnt 

lf R nn P p rt, ! S A t0 T H 1C SUit - ° NaoksHWARShukuL 

L ‘ Jasodra, 4 O. L. J. 352 288 

"i iJ — Instalment decree— Default 

4 c Ur n> ( ' lXreC ' nn,Urc °J— Limitation 

( IX O) 1308), 8 c h. I, Art. 181. 

tionfor^H ? iT , n Pr0CCl,ure C<Kie ' Iu0 «. »>* applica- 
cution. na ‘ e ° reC ' S '‘ 0t an aPP'ication in exe- 

In a suit on a mortgage a compromise was effected 
1 -y which the defendant was re.p.irod to pay the 
money by certain instalments and in default of pay- 

sohl for r ? ,T mStalment the property was to be 
sold for the full amount of the claim. On default 

XXXIV “I '-' e ( J fu r 'o- l ' 0,t,0r applied under Order 

-XXXIV, rule n, Of the Civil Procedure Code, fora 

nnal decree The application was dismissed on the 
ground that the decree was barred by time- 

tin f . ’ that Article Ml of Schedule I of the Limita- 
tion Act applied to the case and that time began to 

run from he date when defau't was made. A Uamji 

Lal f. Kakam Singh, lo A . L. J. 448 424 

O. XXX IV, R. 5, 0 X X 1 1 K. Prelim i- 

nary decree— -Part payment out of Court- Adjust. 

film" decree"' ’ ' K '"‘ th " r % 

I CO 


Indian cases. 


[ 191 * 


CIVIL PROCEDURE CODE-1 908- contd. 

person as Receiver and tbe right of appeal conferred 

by clause («> of Order XLlll, Civil Procedure Code 

against orders under Order XL, rule J, is not restricted 

to auy particular kind of order but against all orders 
under the latter rule. 

Per Spencer, J. dissenting.- An order that a Receiver 
should bo appointed is merely interlocutory and as 
it cannot bo put into operation until some one is 
actually appointed, an appeal against the same is 
pro i nature. M Palaniappa C hetty v. Palamappa 
Cuktty, 32 M. L. J. cOh 40 M. lb ; (1917) M. W. N. 
393; 5 L#. W . ( 4 (> I gg 


O. XLI, K. 4, applicability of. 


Art PH ' 14> Transfer vj Property 

(I oJlHH' 2 J, s. 99 -Decree on. s eeurity bond— 

Ej<'U D on -Property charged, whether can be sold - 
natiol of properties, defer,, ni. 

I he respondent executed a security bond in favour 

security PP fo U a 41^ suT' ,' VR '' U 

* «. :ri: 

bon rli r ? len ° n thc f’l'opertics mentioned in the 
bond, did not amount to a decree on the footing of n 

Held that the decree-holders could not brine the 
charge, properties to sale in execution of thc decree 

f B^STOSS* sttzz 1 

Procedure Code, pointed out. XXI ' ' Cml 

several properties are made 

l' 1,1 ‘"‘d'T l<» determine the linbilitv 

property to contribute rateublv to find, if 

'TV »■>'• '’'•■■■* is to -ak! the vahm.’ 

cMitiJj Hmsccurhy ,,f p Mlc "wtrument 

XXX vrn r o 

• O. XL, J*. ], (i. XLiir, ejj, ( h ) •Receiver 

order f,r appointment ' J- litCCilt) * 

nature of — Appeal 1 nam '*9 person, 

P ° r ‘^ u ^ ,n fo'hnn and Srinivasa Ait.atiaar JJ Thn 

pronouncement hv a Court rlmf <. if • *' ' , ' 10 

appointed without m.milj " T™ " l,ould 

order under Order XI rnl.t* " r J a ' l>0r8,MI ,s an 

»«d U appealable under Order XlVi / 7‘ V< 

Por Srinivasa Aryan.," J 2 a', ’ iV ™** / ? * 

appointment, of a Receiver* is ^7 fw th ° 
appointing a tW; 1 ,o ))(|l .,L I " uu h an <>ril <' r 

an ouler naming a pnrftoula, 


Semite - . Where 
see.irif v for a debl 


The provisions of Order XLI, rule 4, of the Civil 
Procedure Code do not apply to a case where the 
grounds of appeal are not common to all the appel 
lants P Naxda i>.--Jai Chand, 35 P. \V. R. 1917 

| 

* """ O. XLI, R. 10, cl. (2) — Appeal, dismissal of 

Ke-adtnission — Judge, power of. 

A. Judge has jurisdiction to re-admit an appeal 
dismissed by an order under clause (2), rule 10 Order 
XLJ, Civil Procedure Code. ’ 

Rut an order re. admitting such an appeal without 
notice to the other side is not binding on it. C 
(Sol jax Rim r. Nai ar An ° *234 

- O. XLI, R. 22— Appeal -Practice— Respond, 
cut, whether cun maintain decree on ground decided 
against hint— Cross-objections— Suit for decimation 
of invalidity of gift - Xon-ancestral property. 

One B. made an oral gift of^iis landed property to his 
unmarried (laughters and mutation of the gifted land 
was effected in favour of the donees. On R’s death 
his collaterals in the sixth degree sued for a 
declaration to the effect that the gift made by B to 
his daughters should not affect their reversionary 
rights after the death of the widow. The Subordinate 
Judge, holding that l ho land was ancestral but that 
by custom applicable to the parties tho gift was 
valid, dismissed the suit. In appeal it was contend.' 
ed by the defendants that the plaintiffs had no 
l ocus standi to question the gift because the land in 
suit was not the ancestral property of B. The District 
Judge refused to hear arguments on tho point because 
no cross-objections had been tiled against tho finding 
that the land was ancestral: 

Held, ( 1) that the decree of the Subordinate Judge 
being one dismissing the suit, the defendants in their 
capacity of respondents in the District Judge’s Court 
weie entitled to maintain that dccreo upon any 
ground decided against them by the Subordinate 
Judge without tiling any cross-objections under 
< hder XLI, rule 22, ('it il Procedure Code, and that the 
District Judge acted illegally in declining to hear 
arguments on the question whether the land in 
dispute was ancestral or not: 

(d) that the evidence on tho record was insufficient 
to prove that the land was ancestral and that tho 
plaintiffs’ suit was, therefore, liablo to be dismissed 
upon Mn> ground alone P Parsaki v. Manual 
Si no 11, 10 t P L. R. 1917 237 

" Rii 23, 2.> — Remand — Preliminary 

point — Decision on some issues— Order, proper . 

Duder Order XLI, rule 23 of tho Civil Procedure, 
Code, 1008. it IK only when tb* Appellate Court ro- 
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CIVIL PROCEDURE CODE — 1906— eoutd. 
verses the order of the Court of First Instance on «i 

preliminary point that the suit should he remanded. 

Therefore, where an Appellate Court decides some 
of the issues in a case and leaves the other issues 
to be decided by the Trial Court, the case should 
be remanded under Order XLI, rule 25, and not 
under Order XLI, rule 23. A Kali.u v. Bhacsirath 

O. XLI, Rr. 24, 25 -Issues, resettling of— 

Framing new issue - Remand — Procedure. 

The Court of First Instance decided a ease on 
framing a material issue as: “Have the plaintiff and his 
co-villagers their alleged right oi way by neees.Mt \, 
grant or prescription”. The Judge in the l irst Appo 
late Court, coming to the conclusion that the issue 
which was really material had not been staged in the 
Court below, framed the issue thus: Has t ie 

plaintiff acquired the right of user over the disputed 
path by virtue of any custom,” and then purporting to 
act under Order XLI, rule 24, Civil Procedure Code, 
dealt with the case on the evidence as it stood, 
without taking any further evidence or remanding 

the case for further evidence: 

Held, that the Judge acted wrongly as he did not 
realise that he was not re-settling the issues, but was 
framing an entirely new issue, and that the proper 
course for him to take was to proceed under Order 

XLI, rule 25, Civil Procedure Code. C Laskari r. 

Abbas Befari, 2b C. L J. 527 . . 

O. XLI, Rr. 26, 31 — Failure to Jile objection* 

—Court, duty of. . . . 

The omission of n party to file objections against a 

finding, under rule .6 of Order XLI of the On il 
Procedure Code, does not relieve an Appellate Couit ot 
the duty imposed unon it by rule 31 of the order to 
give its decision on the issue. S Jerampas r. Wadbro 
Shah Am, 10 S. L. R. 203 405 

O. XLIU, R. 1 (I) „ 846 

O. XLIU. cr„ U), O. XL, R. 1 -Receiver, 

order for appointment of, without naming posmn 

nature of —Appeal 8n 

(). XLV, It. 3 . , oou 

0. XLV R- 15 - Revenue sale of ijmali s,.aro 

- n _ 1' a 


V J. A. U > , LM. * * . ~ . o 

— Annulment of sale and recovery of possession ot 
shares in ijmali share, suit for-Order in Council 

—Decree - Partition of ijmali share -Execution 
Decree-holder, whether entitled to share substitute 
ed by partition for share decreed auo 

O. XLVII, R. J,S. 47 — Application falling 

.within s. 47 purporting to be under 0. XLVII, r. 

— Form of application — Appeal 


0 XLVII, R. 1 (c) — Review — Document not 

■produced at trial - Negligence. , f 

Where a document which was not produced before 
judgment through gross negligence is subsequentlj 
produced and shows that an injustice has been done, 
the interests of justice demand that the party to whom 

Ze injustice hat been done should bo 
notwithstanding his negligence. PAT Bhaqela 

Kue^AbdO^R-U.MAN ^ u ._ Arbitrati 4 au-nrd 

Arbitrator ‘jiving evidence before hx* coUe„ 
effect of— Majority award, vdxdxty of -Party del> 

berately absenting himself-Uisconduct of arbxtra - 

tors. 


CIVIL PROCEDURE CODE— 1908 -conoid. 

The mere fact that oue of three arbitrators gavu 
evidence before the others, does not constitute mis- 
conduct on the part of the arbitrators so as to vitiate 

their award. 

A majoiity award by the arbitrators is not bad, 
merely because the reference to arbitration did not 
provide that the opinion of the majority should 
prevail, where the application to Court for reference 
contained a provision to that effect. 

Where one of the parties to an arbitration deli- 
berately absents himself from the hearing, the award 
concluded on the Hearing of the arbitration in his 
absence is not bad. C HariPAS Datta r Baidva 
Nath Ghose, 21 C. W. N 895 646 

Sen. II, BARA. 16, S. 148 — Award fixing 

Cine for payment— Court, whether can extend time. 

A valid award on a voluntary reference in a pend- 
ing suit is binding and conclusive on all the parties 
and the Court is uot authorised to iuterfere with ap- 
portion of it. 

Where in a suit, the matter in dispute is referred 
to arbitration by agreement of the parties and 
an award is duly made by which one of the parties 
is directed to pay a certain sum to the other party 
within a specified time and a decree is made thereon, 
the Court has no power to extend the time fixed by 
th * award for the payment, even on the ground that 
the case is a hard one. C Abinasii Chanpra Das 
v Hem Kumari Dasi 

. - - paras. 17. 5, 19— Agreement, pri- 
vate, to refer to arbitral ion — Matters, some, covered 
by pending suits— Arbitrator refusing to nct—Suhsti- 
tut ion of arbitrator — Con,t, power and duty ot. 

Where, after the tiling of an agreement under 
paragraph i7, Schedule If, Civil Procedure Code, 
one of the arbitrators refuses to act as such, the 
Court has power, under paragraph 19 read with 
paragraph 5, Schedule II, Civil Procedure Code, to 
substitute another arbitrator in place of the refusing 

arbitrator. 

A private agreement to refer to arbitration 
certain matters, some of which form the subject 
of pending suits, is not interdicted; but, where 
an application -is made under paragraph 17, Schedule 
II Civil Procedure Code, with respect to the tiling 
of' such an agreement, the order of the Court 
directing the reference to arbitration must be con- 
fined to" the matters not covered by the suits 
pending on the date of the agreement, unless 
those suits have meanwhile been withdrawn or stayed 
pending the reference. O Rabat Ullah Khan v. 
Ibap Ult.ah Khan, 4 0. L. J. 131 35 

COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE *ith ENEMIES 

' ORDINANCE (VI OF 1914) 1 

— (War Proclamation of 12th. September 
^ O T I? for ou of fronds hv flneniv 


— 4 VV cil i- * 

1914) — Contract, C. I. F.,for sale of goods by enemy 
firm -Declaration of hostilities before dehveiy of 

documents, effect of 

COMPANIES ACT (VII OF 1913), S. 153 -- Creditors 
and share-holders, meeting of -Arrangement- Accept- 
ante by creditors not present at meeting, effect of 

“T ‘meeting held under tho provisions of section 
15 3 of tho companies Act, the written acceptance of 
he moment by those shareholders and creditors 
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are not present, either in person or by proxy, 
cannot be taken into consideration to make up the 
majority in number representing three-fourths in value 
of the share- holders and creditors. O Kashmiri 
Bank, Ltd. v. Gokui, Chand, 4 0. L. J. 1 0 57 

" — ■ 1,1 S. 153 — Scheme of composition, irhcn takes 

effect —Declaration, suit for, that plaintiff's liability 
on pro-note has ceased — Frame of suit. 

Plaintiff had a deposit of Rs. 4.000 in the defen- 
dant, Bank payable on the 10th October 1914. On 
the 3rd September 1914 he borrowed Rs. 2,000 at 
12 per cent, per annum mi the security of his deposit 
and executed a pro-note for the amount. On the 8th 
October 1914 the Bank suspended payment, and on the 
12th and 13th October the plaintiff wrote to the Bank 
t5 pay him tin- balance after deducting Rs. 2,000, 
and received a reply that as the Bank hud stopped 
business lio act ion could betaken. The Bank started 
business again on the 1st July 1915. under a scheme 
sanctioned by Hie Allahabad High Court, by which 
debentures and preference shares were to be issued 
to all “fixed depositors" in lieu of their dejx>sits. The 
plaintiff brought' this suit for a declaration that his 
liability pji.flie^pro- note had come to. an end and for 
an injunct iph.. t hat the Bank be directed, to make 
entries'll! fTie books accordingly: 

llehl, (1) that the operation of the scheme 
sanctioned b\ Hu* High Court did not date back to 
the time when flu- Bank suspended payment but 
that ir affected only those persons who were creditors 
at the time when the sanction was accorded by the 
Court; 

(2) that at the latter date the plaintiff’s debt had 
come to an end and he was a creditor to the extent 
ol Its. 2,000 and that the arrangement must, there- 
fore, be confined in its operation to his position as 
u creditor to that extent; 

(3) that inasmuch as the Bank wanted the plain, 
tiff to accept the position of a creditor to the extent 
of Rs. 4, (XX) and that of a debtor for Rs. 2.000 and 

the plaintiff repudiated his liability as such, urging 

• bat be was a creditor to the extent of Its 2.0(H), ""and 
was prepared l** accept the terms . .1 the scheme 

• ‘•that extent, no of her remedy was open to him to 

have an adjudication upon his alleged liability ns a 

debtor other than the action for declaration and 

injunction as brought by him and that lie was (brie. 

fore, entitled r o the relief claimed. P Chiu nm; I u. 

'*• Bank of L’ppkk India, Lid, 1)ki hi, kg I* W it 
1917 ' ■ u - 

CONFESSION, bow to he made - Magistrate, dm v of 
. when recording confession 721 

, ref meted Corroboration 703 

CONSTRUCTION o, DOCUMENT />*,.„,/ 

ena suit. „n default n 1 pii)/ men I ,./ . 

r np; r ,il s„i, /..■• 

— t,ause n j (U'tiKn. 

WI,,.h. , ( " , 

"I .lull l.luOiu-ovulcl iluH the li„iio,v,. r , 

'T, T r M ?™ r }y ! "" 1 pnm-ip.,1 sum „„„ h, |„. , 

within ft penod of siv .....i ,i . . ,1 1 

rMating t,, whnf was io happen in^nse' of d! 'f‘uP 

Was ilar - nr, it nadi 1 - 1 , 11 , 1 : . • l.ililf 

, j, .... 11 maha.uu mnzkw 1 - , 

ikhtun hnsil l„n kijai.l.i I m.inkufu ■'aohairm, ’ ; 

Sff vasv! k'D frn " maud'll,! 


Held, that on the proper construction of these words - 
the plaintiff had a cause of action for a suit for the- 
principal sum, if lie brought it within three years 
from the date of the period fixed for payment^ but 
that the suit for interest which had not been paid 
for more than three years was barred. O Amir 
Hudar Khan v. Ram Dat, 20 O. C 152 229 

Intention. 

For the purpose of construing a document the Court 
lias to look at the whole of the document and con- 
sider all its terms one with the other, and for the 
purpose of ascertaining the intention ol the parties 
the Court is also entitled to look at the position 
of affairs at the time when the document was entered 
into and also at the position of the parties who 
executed < he document. , / 

Per Chattrrjca, ./. If the. expressions used in a 
deed arc capable of two constructions, that construe- • 
tion should bo adopted which is consistent with the " 
law to which the parties arc subject. C Mohamad - 
Umar r Man Kokh, 21 C. W. N. 904 783 ' 

Kabul iyat - Agreement to deliver half pro- 


duce or pay tixed sum — Landlord’s right to insist - 
upon half produce - 836 

• Lease — Heritable rights— Lessee holding ' 

over, position of 116 

Sale-deed, interpretation of 361 

CoXi'EMPORAXFA KXPOSITIO . doctrine of, appli- 
ca bili tv of 581 

CONTRACT, construction of— -Contract for supply of 
(jools by aye lit of enemy firm — Declaration of hostili- 
ties before arrival of vessel — Commercial Intercourse 
ui'h Knc nies Ordinance ( VI of I9l4j — Capture of . 
vessel and condemnation by Prize Court — Subsequent 
release , effect of — Breach of contract — Damages , lia- 
bility for- Contract Act (IX of 1872', «. 58, „ 

Ulus, id). 

Defendants, agents of a Gorman firm, contracted 
on 25th August 1914 to deliver to plaintiff at Madura 
certain casks of dye in 3 instalments of 2 casks each 
1,0 he delivered on arrival of the steamers, one lot of 

i wo casks to be delivered each timo at Rs. 501-1-0 
lor each cask.’ The defendants wore not to bo res- 
ponsiblo it the steamers did not come to Madras or 
1 uticorin, t he port for Madura, where the goods were 
t«> bo consigned One of the steamers, BarenfeU, left 
Hamburg and Antwerp before the outbreak of war but 
before if could arrive, war had broken out and the 
Commercial Intercourse with Enemies Ordinance was 
in force. The Hu rent'd s and her cargo were captured 
in October 1914 and condemned by the Prize Court. 
She was, however, subsequently released and allpwod 
to proceed on her voyage to Colombo. The defend- 
auts wen' precluded from taking delivery of the 

unless they deposited a sum amounting : <o > 

t w ice t he invoice value of the goods In an action. ^ 

Lu damages tor breach of contract against the 

d'Temhmt s: : • * •* 

II 'fl, that the defendants were not liable inas- ! 

much as- “2 ‘ . A 

HI "ii t lie true construction of the contract the 
‘huendants were not liable to deliver the goods fnren 

ii the sftvuner did arrive when th're w 're no sttCfh 

Hx pi |f. ' * •• ' v . * * 
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(2) the capture of the ship was one of the 
possibilities contemplated under the clause in the 
contract relating- to the non-arrival of steamers which 
relieved the defendants from the obligation to supply 
the goods on the said contingency; 

-.(3) the condemnation of the goods related back 
and divested the owners of the goods as from the 
date of seizure and the effect of the proclamation was 
to render the further performance of the contract 
illegal; 

■ (4) the subsequent release of the vessel and her 
cargo did not impose on the defendants any 
obligation to purchase the goods at a great lv 
enhanced price from the Prize authorities anc? make 
them over to the plaintiff. M JBanghy Abdul Razack 
Sahib v. Khandi Rag 851 

CONTRACT ACT (IX of 1872', S. 15 — Coercion — 
Threat to commit suicide, whether 'coercion' - Suicide, 
whether ‘ act forbidden by the Penal Code — ‘ To the 
prejudice of any person whatever , meaning oj — Docu- 
. went, execution of, under threat of suicide, validity 
[ of .. . / 

Per MaZZta, C. J., and Seshagiri Aiyar, J., ( Oldfield, 
J„. dissenting i, — -A. threat to commit suicide, in conse- 
quence of which a document is executed- by a person, 
i$ the threatening to commit an ‘act forbidden by the 
Indian Penal Code’ and amounts to ‘coercion’ within 
the meaning of section 15 of the Contract Act, and the 
dooument executed in pursuance of the threat is 
invalid and inoperative. 

Per 'Wallis , C J — It is impossible, to hold that an 
act which it is made punishable to abet or attempt 
is not forbidden by the Penal Code, especially as 
the absence of any section punishing the act itself 
is due to the fact that suicide is, in the nature of 
things, beyond the jurisdiction of the Court. 

Per Seshagiri Aiyar, J.— Though there is no pro- 
vision in the Indian Penal Code which forbids in 
terms the commission of suicide, there can be no 
doubt that the intention of the Legislature is to 
forbid such an act simply because a man, by com- 
mitting the act, is beyond the reach of the law 
The woid ‘prejudice’ in section 15 of the Contract 
Act does not mean mere sentimental prejudice. 
Some legal injury must How before a person can bo 
said to be ‘prejudiced’ under the section. 

A wife who executes a document in consequence 
of the husband’s threat that he would commit 
suicide is prejudicially affected by the threat. 

Per Oldfield, J.— Section 15 of the Contract Act 
should be strictly construed, and the act of prohibi- 
tion, not being expressly forbidden by the Penal 
Cocjp, the prohibition cannot be inferred from the 
prohibition of attempts to commit it. An attempt, 
in the legal sense, can be recognized as such only 
after the criminal's intention has been frustrated, 
not when it is expressed, i e , when the threat is 
made. (VI Chikkaist Ammiraju r. Chikkam Sfshamma, 

32 M.,L. 5 L. W. 735; »917 M. W N. 423 
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induced the execution, does not. amount to T 

as to his rights’ which would justtfv a Coui ± 
passing a decree for its cancellation. M i °" 

• v '« » r vman-.a Iver, 32 SI. 1. J. 430: 0 |,. w . ■>> 2 l)z 
a *3 — l>i-omt*mr u note— Pannavnl .wnce 

V^L[ *Tr P t ,l L C P*k9-U,Hi,rii0H Act ax 
of 1906,1, Sch. I, Art. 68— Bond, suit on— Co, dir 
breach of Limitation, °» -Condition, 

'1 he plaintiff lent a certain snm of money to the 
defendant, on condition that the latter should l ", 

over three of his pamu njals to work whh i • , 

il.at their services should 1)0 iu lieu of interest on tf' 
money lent and that if the pannaijaU failed to do 
satisfactory work the money should become payable 
Ihe pannayals left plaintiff’s service and the plaint 
.ff more than three years after brought a sui t , 
recover the amount lent with interest: 

Held, (1) that the transaction amounted to a trans- 
fer of possession of human cattle and was opposed 
to public policy and the money was, therefore n 0 t 

■ 2 that the suit was barred by limitation as it was 
brought more than three years after the condition of 
the bond had been broken. (VI Soari Avvamhb , 
Subbar ayar, 5 L. W . 706 * 23 $ 

S. 23— Public policy— Agreement to compound 
criminal case, validity of-Compoundable and non> 
compoundable offences. 

Qutere.— Whether an agreement for the compromise 
of a criminal case is void as being opposed to 
public policy, Where the case was initiated bv a com 
plaint alleging compoundable and non- compoundable 
offences but the Magistrate issued summons only , 

respect of the compcundable offence c Pro,/,,. 
Chandra Shome v. Shashadhar Kumar Ghose 215 

S. ‘a— Railway Company, liability of, to com 
pensate Consignor-Risk note exonerating Company 

from liability except for loss of complete package whe 
ther contrary to public policy. y ’ 

The form of risk-note under which a Railway Com 
pauy is exonerated from liability to compensate a 
consignor, except for the loss of a complete packae-e 
is not contrary to public policy, c Kali Dass Mul- 
lick t’ East Indian Railway Co., 21 C. W. \ 

626 


S. 26— Muhammadan Law— Marriage— 
Divorce— -Ta/rfr Delegation of power of divorce 
to wife, validity of 


Ssi 20, 21, 22 — Document , execution of — Mis- 
take, nature and effect of, rendering document in- 
operative ; >5 . . : , ... .. • • 

The execution of a document by-n person. on a mis- 
taken assumption which bears only on the motive which 


" Ss - 38 > 45 - Payment to one of several joint 

promisees, whether valid discharge 405 

— S. 43, cope 

The real effect of section 43 of the Contract Act 
is to deprive a co-contractor sued alone of his right 
to have his co-contractor joined with him in the 
action It enables the plaintiff to get a decree against 
the one if he does not wish to or will not join the 
other it does not enable him to til separate actions 
against both. It does not deprive the second co 
contractor of his right to plead the previous judg- 
ment, or split up one cause of action iuto as many 
causes of action as there are joint contractors. B ' 

SmVLAL Morir.AL v. Blf^DICHAND JlVRAJ ]9Bo*tf L 

R. 370 . jo* 
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45 , 3S — Payment to our of see ml joint 

pro mis, 'es' whether valid discharge. 

A payment to one of several joint promisees < >"» 
not ope rale - a complete disehar*.- ,f the -bt. 

S Jf.kamoas e. Wadebo SHAH Ali, 0» !•* 11 
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g 5 5 — Mm tijofjc oj on multuvnl I 1 " 1 l 

drmpt ion to be had in khali find J-th 

[her essence of contmet. . . , .• 

Jn cases of mortgage with possession m respect ut 

agricultural land, providing for re,le,n,)t;.m on y at » 
.^rtiVnlar season >f the year known as U,nli Ju»l Jim, 

! me is o Uec essence of the contract, a.,,1 the mort- 
" o- in order to maintain a suit lor redemption, 
must* show that lie made a full oiler to red-.-m in 
kind. iodJcl’n and that such offer w,.s rclnso, _.0 
Karim Bakiism >\ Inu miaii, 4 <>• •* 

g 56 -Performance rendere I i npossildr J>7 

outbreak of war-Rights and hnhiHtie* »j r ar,,e<- 

Conlrad of affreightment with oh, n mem,, before war, 
whether submit A alter on break 01 war- c l t con. 
tract, incidents oj — Executory contract , dissolution of 

Estoppel— Vendor and purchaser 

Under aC. I.F contract tho defondants ' vendors) 
sent oat an order to Europe for supply of ' pertain 
goods to the plain. iffs ( purchases in Calcutta ^ 1 he 
goods wove shipped on the 2nd .Till) l.'l f in 
German vessel which was on the h-gh seas when war 
broke out between England and Germany, ami the 
vessel was raptured by *h • 0 .vern.ne.it a< an 

onmnv ship and brought before the Ceylo.i Court ot 
Admiral! v. On the 25th August IRU the ship was 
condemned as a lawful prize, but tin* cargo was 
released on condition that on its conveyance by the 
Crown to its destination t ho Crown would bo 
authorised to recover certain expenses against the 
cargo released and delivered in Calenttn (>n tho 
arrival of the goods in Calcutta, the detenduots 
asked the plaint ills to take delivery on payment of 
those expenses On the plaint ills’ refusal to do so the 
defendants disposed of the irood> in the muk-t, 
whe, eii pon the plaintiffs instituted a suit f-T re- 
covery of damages tor fail re ..I' t I. ‘ -h fend Hit- to 

deliver the goods in terms "f the euntraet . 

f[ 1,1 tied the plaintiffs Were not entill-d to 
ivcover damages, a" • he eontraei between them and 
i lie’ defendants became void under section *>6 nt ibe 

Omit, -act Act, inasmuch as by the outbreak of the 
Wiir, one essential element of the contract, namely 
t lie ’contract of alVrcigl.Hiicid , became unlawful and 
the fact tlmt tins defendants at one stage offered to 
delivr the goods to l lie plaintilfs on certain terms 
did not estop them from pleading that the contract 
hod become void und.-r -.eel ion Mi 'I f Im* ‘"iitia.t 

A c » . 


T 


incidents of a I. l'\ coni rad explained. 


\n e x e c 1 1 1 o i \ rnuliael made with :m nil -n rneiiiv 
in |)« • ii * '* time i- a \ i »!' led ordisso|\» d b\ lip <*ni break 
of u in. if if enures I e I In- aid <«l t In* rm m \ or if it is 
in its nature incapable ol >.m > pension 

A lajiiinn i is deemed in i*s nature incapable of 
suspension, if its -proper perform inee noe--^ii a i es 
; M i , . r L .ijise with the enemy during the wav or whore 
I is ,.1 the es.M »»• * • of t lie coni rail , -u- t h < • p.rlioa 
cann .on ilu- msl oial.inn of p.- ic..‘ In- put on ft 
f o<»l iug ol i at . 


CONTRACT ACT— contd. 

A contract of affreightment may be dissolved 
without execution not only by act of the parties, but 
in nmn y cases bv the act of the law If the voyage 
becomes unlawful or impossible to be performed, or 
if it is broken up. either before or after it has actually 
commenced, by war or interaction complete or 
part ial, of commerce with the place of destination, tho 

contract is dissolved. . 

Per Mookerjee, J — Where a ship is condemned as a 

prize but the cargo is released, the Crown is entitled 

to impose tho payment of freight as a condition of its 

release and has a lien on tho goods till it is paid. 

The ultimate conveyance of the goods by the 

condemned ship to its destination is in no sonso a 

continual ion of the original voyage in fulfilment of 

,1m contract of affreightment but is ossontially a 

tv'w vovago under new conditions. "C Madhoram 

Huudeodass v Ct C. Sett, 2 l C. 'V. N. 670; 2 • 0. b. 

I •; * 383 

- S 56, illus. d) 851 

S 65 applicability of — Broach and Kaira In - 

cumbered Estates Act > XI of IH81 >, 8 2S -Mortgage 
by talukdar, validity of -Mortgagee, right of, tore • 

ever mortgage money. 

Section 65 of the Contraot Act. has no application 
to a case of transfer of property by way of mortgage, 
where the transfer is porfeotly valid when made 
and romains valid for a certain period of time fixed 
bv the law, i c., the lifetime of the mortgagor. 

Therefore, whero a mortgage effected by a talukdur 
becomes void under soetion 28 of the Broach and 
Kaira Incumbered Estates Act, 1881, after the death 
of tho taluk tar, the mortgagee is not entitled to 
recover back the money advanced by him on tho 
m irtgige. B Parshottam Vrribhai v Chhatra- 
p\NO.ii Madhavsano.ii, l l J Bom. L R. 545; 41 B. 

_ — - S 70, scope of -Transfer of Property Act (IV 

,,f \<S2J,s. 51 — Trespasser in good faith, improving 
land -Owner, liability o)\ to pay costs o >f improve- 
ment. . , 

The defendant enorouched upon the land of the 

plaintiff, believing in good faith that it belonged to 
him ns forming part of his adjoining land, cleared it 
of jungle ami rendered it lit for cultivation at Ins 

Hid, that the defendant was not entitled te a 
charge upon the land decreed to tho plaintiff for the 
expenses, as it was not established that tho plaiutiff 
or his predecessor was aware of the encroachment 
but as what was done by tho defendant ' or tlie 
improvement of the land was djiie by him lawfully, 
and was not intended to be done gratuitously Mm 
a* the plaintiff enjoyed the benefit of it, thajlofona* 
ant was entitled, under section 70 of the Contract Act, 
to be compensated for the money spent by him ana 
th « plaintiff should get a decree to recover possession 
upon payment of tho amount which was laid out by 
the defendant in improving the land of the plaintiff, 
Section 70 of the Contract Act is not limited to 
i/astw whero the person lawfully doing the thing for 
an »tli*»r p'H-son knows who the other person is. C 
Bhuckxdra Kumar v Byari Mohan Rot 

— — s 74 -Mortgage — Mortgagor, stipulation by, 
t>, ‘pay by instalments — D •fault - Interest, 

penalty. 
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A- mortgagor undertook to pay the mortgage-money 
in instalments and it was agreed that in cate of 
breach of promise the creditors would have the right 
to realize the instalment money as regards the expired 
and unexpired period, principal with interest at 2 
per cent, per month from the expiration of the Jcist 
till realization: 

Held, that the stipulation to pay the interest was 
not by way of penalty. PAT Sahdko Singh- v. 
Kariman Singh 770 

S. 74 — Penalty — Stipulation, to pay interest at 

higher rate on default of payment oj lower rate — 
Court, power of, to give relief. 

A stipulation lo pay interest at a higher »ate on 
default of punctual payments of interest at a lower 
rate is a penalty. But in the converse case, i e., 
where the stipulation is for a certain rate of interest 
which would be reduced to a lower rate, if punctually 
paid, the stipulation for the higher rate would not 
be treated as a penalty, although if the question were 
res Integra there is no reason why the stipulation for 
the higher rate of interest should not be regarded as 
a penalty in both cases. 

Section 74 of the Indian Contract Act does away 
with the distinction between penalty and liquidated 
damages, and under the section, as amended by Act 
VI of 1899, the Court has the power to grant relief 
if the contract contains any stipulation by way of 
penalty, even where the contract was entered into 
before the amendment by Act VI of 1899. 

Where a mortgage-deed stipulated for the pay- 
ment of interest at 9J- per cent, to be reduced to 7.V 
per cent on punctual payment, but the scheme for 
liquidation of the mortgage debt, which was a 
material part of the deed, showed that interest was 
calculated at 71 percent, only: 

Held, that, as it appeared from the construction 
of the mortgage deed taken together with the scheme 
that the intention of the parties was that interest 
should be paid at 71 per cent, and on default at i-'i 
per cent , the mortgagees could not recover interest 
at more than 71 per cent but that thev were entitled 
to reasonable compensation for non-payment of 
interest punctually — which compensation would be 
interest at 71 per cent, on the interest which was not 
punctually paid. C Syam Peary Dassya v. Eastern- 
Mortgage & Agency ( o., Ltd. 865 

- Ss 78, 56— Effect of s. 78 on concluded C. I. 

F. contract— War Proclamation of 1 2lh September 
1914 l Commercial Intercourse with Enemies Ordi- 
nance VI of 1914) — Contract, C. I F.,fo> sale of goods 
by enemy firm — Declaration of hostilities before de- 
livery of documents, effect of — Impossibility of per- 
formance— Non-enforceability of contract — Release 
of goods, effect of. 

The effect of a C. I. F. contract is that the buyer 
under it is entitled to the documents of title only 
on payment of the money due on those documents. 
Until then, he has no right to the goods. 

Where the documents of title are made out to the 
order of the shippers vendors, the buyer does not 
acquire any right to the goods before hr obtains 
the documents of title in exchange for payment 
and a contract of that description is not overridden 
by section 78 of the Contract Act which expressly 
reserves from its operation any special contract 
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which the parties may enter into and impliedly 
accept the ordinary incidents attached to it by 
mercantile usage. J 

A buyer who had contracted for the supply of goods 
by an enemy lirm before the commencement of 
ho tilit es under a CM F contract cannot enforce 
its performance if, before delivery of documents to 
him, war had been declared. The contract had 
become impossible of performance and void by the 
combined operation of section 56 of the Contract 
Act and the Proclamation of lith September 1914 . 

The fact ihat the goods were released by Govern- 
ment after having been temporarily detained will 
not have rho effect of reviv ng the contract or 
renewing the validity of the contract which had 
become void before th« order of release was passed. 
Its only effect is that the Government withdraws 
its hands so that any party entitled to the goods 
may establish his right to them. r/I Soorthingjek 
Sakalciiand c. Mahomed Nasurudeen, he M. L J 

140 526 


Ss 1 02. 108, 178 — Transfer of Property 

Act IV T of 1 ^ 2 ), s. : 37 —Contract— Negotiability 

Delivery order, whether negotiable Document of 
title — Test 

P. 128 347 


" Ss. '78, 79 — Bailment - Pledgor and pledgee, 
rights of — Pledg- by / erson in pos-cssion of goods 
having limited auilw it y— Principal, knowledge of. 
Section of the Contract Act docs not 

limit the scope of section 78, but saves a pledge to 
the extent of the pledgor’s own interest, notwith- 
standing the presence of invalidating conditions 
falling under one of the provisos to section 1 78. 
In or her words, whenever lie has an interest the 
person in possession of the goods or documents has 
unconditional authority to charge at least that 
interest. 

Plaintiffs, up-country cotton merchants, used to 
consign their corton for sale to A and frequently 
called upon the latter to remit large sums of money, 
the security being the cotton in A' s hands. A used 
to raise this money by pledge of the cotton to B. 
Subsequently A became an insolvent, and the 
accounts between the parties showed a balance of 
Rs. 50,0)0 owing to A from the plaintiffs and 
lis. 8c:,0QU borrowed by A from B on the security of 
757 bales of cotton. In a suit by plaintiffs to recover 
the cotton from B : 

Held, that the plaintiffs were liable to pay B the 
money advanced by him to A on the security of the 
cotton, inasmuch as the plaintiffs knew the manner 
in which their cotton was being dealt with by A and 
consequently appro* ed of the pledging and had urged 
A to pledge the cotton, when necessary. B Lakham- 

SEY LADHA <fc CO. V. LAKUMICHAND PADAMSEY, 19 BOM. 

L R, 3H5 148 


S. 21 1 — Principal. un,d agent — Agent for sale 

of goods — Delivery order received jrom broker — Pay- 
ment to broker, whether disch >rges agent . 

A delivery order for certai ■ goods belonging to 
the plaintiffs’ him was handed over to the defend- 
ants, for the purpose of enabling them to sell the 
goods at a commission, by a broker who, in the 


.-IK-tyl-AN OASES.. 


■■ v 


los : 

rOSTHACl ACT — cguclr).,. . « T \ 

. so, Oiulmseil tlio mime <*f *>io 

iihintiffs’ firm on the order. The defendants sold 
!|,o .roods and paid the price to the broken 

Ur!, I that in the absence of a custom ot the tial 
warranting the defendants to pay the price ot the 
,r,j (J ds to the broker, or of proot that the plaintiffs 
had expressly or impliedly authorised the broker to 
receive payment, the defendants were not discharged 

from their liability to the plaintiff* for the price of 

, he goods. C 11 a n i it \tios.v Sit i boas ItAKMit^n 
MoiiAN^Siuti^ ^.,,,-Ayent perron. 

all,, !i, Me— Principal, undisclosed-- Suit «9"" lst 
agent -Suit, snh*c<{VC nt , again*! principal, ulicthci 

TplainUff 1 wl.o has a right to sue both an agent 

and his principal under section 2.13 of the Pontiac 
Vet s not competent, after he has sued one of them 

J udgment, to sue the other,., a second suit. 

Section »33 »f the Contract Act enacts substant.vc 
law laving down who shall he held liable, and not 
adjective hew, defining the procedure by winch ti e 
Habib tv may be enforced. Tins sec, on merely 
creates a joint liability so that judgment maybe 
obtainefl a^ninsi l)oth principal and 

The illustration to section 233 shows that the 
words “hold them both liable” mean tl.at the paitv 
dealing with the agent can join l oth the agent and 
the principal in one suit, and there is no suggestion 
J imt if he doi's so he is only entitled to n decree 
amiinst one ortlm other and not against both 
"Section 2*3 of t he Coni ruet Act gives the p.ut\ 
dealin‘ r with an agent who is personally bahle a 
doul.de form of election. He .can choose between 
Hiini? both principal ami agent jointly 01 elm i „ 
sac one of them. So tl.at in any ease it he sues 
one to judgment a suit against the other willU 
barred.' But if he sues both and one consents to 
judgment that cannot be a bar to lus continuing the 
suit* against the other. B Smvui. M o 1 1 . ai. r. Birm- 
CHANT) JlVUA.l, in Bom. L. I*. *70 

CONTRACT, ('. ! . 1’., meanim/ and scope of Merean- 

COSTS' imoi/e./ . nominal l" lt J" r uard I- 

rt ,,,l party , nltnfhcr cun hr lemrer-'d Irrtn mil party 
f n I,,' mil [unn r I" onord cost.- —Appellate hi>-n- 

CCiirj .Jurisdirtion if llujh C"int. _ . 

Proceedings for the adjudication of the. petitioners 
in insolvency, instituted in the Original Side of 
Hi«di Court bv certain persons m the name ot a 
;ufv were dismissed with costs againsi the lady 
l'v an order of the Court , and an appeal against the 
order preferred in tlie name ot the lady was also 
dismissed with costs by tl.e Appellate Court: 

Held, own substantive application of 'the petition, 
rrs to’ the Appellate Court that tin- real people 
who put forward the huh t.» institute the pi. me. d- 
ings for the ad judical ion in in.-olveiicy should 
made to pay tin costs uf i h* pn reed i lie's awarded 
against the* holy and taxed by the Taxing Ollio-i , 
although those persons wen- not present ''lien the 
taxation <*f costs look plan* on notice to thelmh. 
and alt hong'll om* of them did noi li\a oi eany «»i; 
business within the limits of 1 1, c Original Side of the 
fli-di (h)lirt. C KkI'OKF.X t 'll AU A N BANKKH >\K\! 

Ktut Mtt In m. 21 r. w. N. C. U I. U UQQ 
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COSTS — concld. / * * = ‘ -- 

—Tender vj .rent— ^ Coat fact* Acv {IX .of 38. 

Ordinarily a litigant who succeeds, on.-. 'his claim, * 
although he may be deprived of his costs for some 
reason, cannot be ordered to pay the costs of the 
other side. But in a ease where the tenant defendant 
having tendered the rent due made an offer of -per- 
formance under section 38 of the Contract Act before 
a suit was instituted for its recovery,, the Court 
which decrees the suit has jurisdiction to direct tl\at 
tho plaintiff should pay to the defendant hi? costs- in 
the suit. C Bhvpendra Kumar Sarkar, v. Kissori 

Dasi ’ 614 

• « 

COURT FEES ACT ( V LI of 1870), S. 7, Cfc. (IF)— 

Mesne projits, valuation of, claim Jor — Court- fee, 

amount of. , ' . *. 

A claim for mesne pr-dits is not $ claim the value 
of which cannot be ascertained. The plaintiff In 
such a case must, therefore, put a valuation oq!his 
claim and pay ad valorem Court-fee tho^eon. .He 
cannot recover anything in excess of the valuation 

thus put by him. . - 

Per Hoe, J — Even if a claim for mesne promts is to 

be regarded as a claim for accounts, section T, . clause 

(IV), of the Court Fees Act is pre-emptory that such 

suit shall be approximately valued. PAT. Nand 

Kumar Sinoh v. Bilas Bam Marwari, 1 P. L. W.78t 

579 

* 

S. 7, cl. 4 (c) — Suit to dcclaiQ dyed not hind • 

in./ on person not party to it — Valuation— Court- fee. * 

'1 he plaintiff in a suit to declare that a deed is not 
binding on a person not a party to it and for con- 
sequential relief is entitled to value the reliefs as ho 
likes nr.d pay the Court-fee on such valuation, \ • 
Such a suit is not in substance a suit to obtain,' 
the cancellation of the deed. M Ramasami Nadan , 
r. Suiskamania Napan, 32 M. L. J 417 93U 

Ss. 19 (II) t4), 19 (I ) — Motion of Collector^ 

delay in, effect of— Prolate, grant of, delay t>- v •* 
The grant of Probate to a petitioner, who has 
tiled thcT valuation required by section 19 (1) of the ; 
Court Fees Act and lias also paid the Court-tea. 
requisite under that section, cannot bo dolayed ou 
account of the Collector's omission m making a 
motion under section 19 (U), sub-section (4), of the 

Court Fees Act. C Skimaii Prasaxna Moybb Basv, 

/ ,, rc ■ - - - ^ 

Si n. II. Art. 17, n.. <.••*), 7, ^ob-s. 4, ci. 

(•■) 

CKIM1XAL PROCEDURE CODE (ACT V of l 898 )" 

S 4(1) (//) -Complaint, wliat is 4 . 

- S. Ui— Bench oj Honorary Magiahvtos—TruB 

by hco oil! of three, legality of— Proceedings, part-ol, 
before three, hut decision by two, effect of- 
A easo was opoucil boforo ft Bench of * 

appointed Honorary Magistrates, but. one o 
left at an early stage of the proceedings and. too* no 
further part. * in the proceedings. -The . other^W 
Magistrates heard the whole of the case and one 
1 hem v. rote the judgment but did not sign it, alt oug 
he initialled certain corrections in the text. 

third signed it: ‘ » J.. !« . 

Held, (1) that in the absence of a special oroer-iu 

• he case, or applicable to all cases of the >c ‘ a ? 8 . 

*.\ Inch the ease belonged, requiring as a matter ot la 


Vol. XL 


GENERAL 1NBEX. 


1038 


CRIMINAL. PROCEDURE CODE— contd. 


CRIMINAL PROCEDURE CODB — confcd. 


three persons to hear arul decide it, the hearing and 
decision by two Magistrates was in accordance with 
law; 

■ 2 that the mere fact that three or any other 
number of Magistrates happened to be present during 
any part of the hearing did not invalidate, the trial 
of the case by two Magistrates. A Khuda Raksh 
c. Emperor, 15 A. L. J. 463; 18 Ck. L. J. 749 749 

S. 54-, scope of — Cognisable cases — Police, 

power of , to arrest when warrant already issued by 
Magistrate. 

Section 54 of the Criminal Procedure Code does not 
prevent any Police Officer from arresting a person 
where a warrant for his arrest has already been 
issued by a Magistrate, and the exercise of the power 
is not restricted only to the officer to whom the 
warrant is directed. 

Per Napier, J — The object of the Code is to give the 
widest powers to the Police in cognisable cases 
and the only limitation is th6 necessary requirement 
of reasonability and credibility of the information tv) 
prevent the misuse of the powers. M Ratna Mudali, 
In rc , 18 Cr. L. J. 709 709 

Ss. 54 (1), 537 — Arrest without warrant — 

Arrest without notifying substance of warrant — Omis- 
sion, effect of. 

The omission to notify the person arrested of the 
order for his arrest is an irregularity covered by 
section 537 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

The writing out of a warrant or an order for arresi- 
when the person to be arrested comes within the first 
clause of section 54 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
is a superfluous act but cannot be considered illegal. 
A Rakgpal v. Emperor, 18 Cr. L. J. 666 314 

S. 7 f , scope of — Summons to give evidence at 

Police investigation, disobedience to — Service not 
effected through departmental superior, effect of — 
Offence- — Penal Code Act XLV of I860', s. 174. 
Section 72 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 
requiring service of summonses to Government and 
Railway servants to be effected through - the heads 
of their departments applies only to summonses 
issued by a Court of Justice, and not to orders of 
Police Officers investigating a crime under Chapter 
XIV of the Code. 

Non-attendance, therefore, in obedience to a 
summons issued by a Sub- Inspector of. Police and 
served personally on an amin requiring him to 
give evidence at a Police investigation constitutes 
an offence under section 74, Indian Penal Code. 

The matter, however, is one t • be departmental!}* 
dealt with. The practice of launching a prosecution 
without consultation with the delinquent’s official 
superior deprecated M Gumpaktht Vknkataramiah, 
hi re, 1 * Cr. L. J. 733 733 

Ss. 110, 367 — Evideucc —Appellate Court, 

duty of — Judgment, nature of— Findings to be 
supportod by reasons — Evidence, examination of 

■ 297 

s. 110 -Evidence as to suspicion, value ot — 

Ex-convict, position of — Locus penitentiae. 

• Where a person bound over to be of good behaviour, 
uuder section 1 10, Criminal Procedure Code, was, 
shortly after his release, handed up again under the 
same section, and the evidence against him consisted 


of the suggestion that he had been suspected of 
having been concerned in two or three thefts: 

Held , that in the absence of any tangible evidence 
to show that he had since his release been leading 
a life of crime and in view of the short period which 
lie had had to reform himself, he could not be bound 
over again. O Akbara r. Emperor, 4 O. L. J. 319; 
18 Cr. L. J. 710 710 


8. 110 (d) -Extortion and mischief — Habi- 
tually bringing false claims in Civil Courts — Offence. 
Section 1 10 (d) of the Criminal Procedure Code 
does not apply to the case of a person who has 
the reputation of habitually bringing false claims in 
the Civil Courts. 

A person who brings a claim in the Civil Court 
which he knows to be false, commits ail offence 
punishable under section 209 of the Penal Code, 
but lie does not by so doing commit an offence either, 
if he succeeds, of extortion, or if he fails, of attempt- 
ing to commit extortion. O Kh usual Emperor, 
4 O. L. J. 143; 20 0. C. 129; 18 Cr. L. J. 651 299 


8. 137, proceedings under — Magistrate, whe- 
ther can act as arbitrator — Claim of right , bona tides 

°f‘ 

Section 137 ol' the Criminal Procedure Code is 
imperative and mandatory. 

In proceeding under that section a Magistrate is 
not justilied in assuming the role of an arbitrator, 
simply because botli the parties agree to his acting as 
such. Consent or waivei of the parties cannot invest, 
a Magistrate with jurisdiction which he does not 
possess 

Where in a proceeding under section 137 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, a party appears and shows 
cause, alleging that what is claimed as a public 
pathway is not so, the Magistrate should record evi- 
dence on the matter of the complaint as in a 
summons case, and should-afc the outset enquire into 
the bona fides or speciosity of the claim. C Chandra 
Manual v. Ram Mandal, 25 C. L. J. 349; 21 C. W. N. 
926; 18 Cr. L. J. 738 738 


S. 145 — Arbitration — Magistrate, whether can 

make reference — Jurisdiction. 

A Magistrate, acting under section 14) of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, has no jurisdiction even 
with the parties’ consent to refer the dispute to 
arbitration, and to make an order in regard to the 
possession of the parties upon the award of the 
arbitrators. PAT Hari Prasad Tewari c. Skwak 
Das, 1 P. L. W. 748; (1917,' Pat. 251; IS Ck. L. J. 685 

333 

S. 145 —Crops, dispute as to— Jurisdiction— 

Attachment. 

The right to make collections or t o appropriate the 
crops or produce of a village or shares in a village 
comes within the purview of section 1-15 of the Crimi- 
nal Procedure Code. 


A Magistrate has jurisdiction under section 145 of 
e Criminal Procedure Code to pass an order 
straining the disputing parties from interfering 
fc h t he crops stored in the threshing floor or to 
tach such property. PAT Punit Mahton v. Siraj- 
,tiaq, 2 P. L. W. t>7; 18 Cr. L. J. 652 30‘ v 
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- S. 146— Proceedings, object of — Portion uf 

property made subject-matter of dispute— Mistake in 
law — Non-joinder of party — Order giving party more 
than his claim , validity of — Revision — High Court , 
interference by. 

The purpose of a proceeding under section 145 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code is merely to prevent a 
breach of the peace and if the Magistrate thinks 
that it is sufficient to prevent a breach of the peace 
to include in his proceeding only a portion of the 
land which is the subject of the Police report there 
is nothing to prevent him doing so. The rule that if 
a suit is brought only in respect of a portion of the 
land claimed a subsequent suit for the remainder 
might be barred is not applicable to proceedings 
under this section. 

A mistake of law is not a ground upon which the 
High Court can interfere with proceedings under 
section 145 of the Criminal Procedure Code, unless 
the mistake goes to the jurisdiction. 

Failure to add a party interested in the land in 
dispute as a party to the proceedings' under section 
145 is not a ground for interference by the High 
Court. 


A Magistrate goes beyond his juiisdiction if by an 
order under section 145 of the 1 liminpl Procedure 
Code he awards to a paity more than that party has 
claimed, and in such a case the High Court will 
interfere with the order. PAT M UK hal Singh v, 
Ramsarup Singh, 18 Cr. L. J. 692 6V2 

S. 145, proceedings under — Symbolical posses- 
sion of subject-matter delivered to party some time 
bejoie proceedings — Evidence of actual possession on 
date of proceedings , whether can be discarded. 

Where symbolical possession of a holding was 
delivered to a party on the 2nd June 1915 and 
proceedings under section 145, Criminal Procedure 
Code, in respect of the same holding were instituted 
in November 1916: 

Held, that it was incumbent on the Magistrate to 
go into the question of actual possession between 
those two dates and consider the evidence tendered 
by the parties on that question before he could 
properly passu final order under section 115, Criminal 
Procedure Code and that it was not competent to him 
. and leave out of consideration 

thecu'deive of actual possession on the date on 
which the proceedings were inst ituted. C IIazani 
Khan «• Naikk Chandra Pap, 18 Ck. L. J. 718 718 

S, 1 - 4 .<r,.j r Order of ejectment , whether 

cvmpc ! i nt~~ s'itgt.-i . nf‘‘ t whether can decide claims lo 
lull p".-.-esn> w and trap f r>>ps— Irregularity- — Juris- 

dichn Hr; 1 (• n— High 1 '.ou t, power of interference 

o). 

I lo; sc'.po of s • « x i . u ] J.5 ..f the (limiual Proce- 
dure Code h; merely a dot erii j i I ta t ion nl' actual pos- 
session for the purpose of preventing a breach of 
the por.ee pending a decision on fl 
civil dispute. 

'1 he section doe,-: , I. pro\ Idc for eviction by the 
Magistral' »»r tor a decision by him of an\ claims to 
a right to hold poss-cssiun or to reap crops. 

( lanse ( 1) ot flection 115 is imperative with regard 
to the neccsfc.it \ of serving an order in writing on the 
parties. The mere omission to record such an order 
*>•'*•* the Chief Court powej to imerbre in revision. 


»e merits m a 


Where the proceedings -under section 1-5 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code are irregular and the 
Magistrate has acted without jurisdiction, the Chief 
Court can interfere in revision. 

Where the lands in question were attached to a dcra 
and there being two rival claimants to the mahantship , 
each claiming to be in possession through his 
tenants, the Magistrate passed an order directing the 
men of one of the parties to leave at once and not 
to re-enter or interfere with the crops under penalty 
of a prosecution under section 188, Indian PenulCode: 

Held , that the order was bad inasmuch as the 
Magisirate had neglected to come to any clear 
finding on the one point on which a decision was 
really necessary, the date of forcible possession, 
and had passed orders for which the section gave no 
authority whatever. 

It is not sufficient for a Magistrate to come to 
a general finding that certain fields are in the posses- 
sion of one party and certain others in the possession 
of the other and that the latter has taken wrongful 
and forcible possession. The date of such forcible 
possession must be determined and unless there is a 
finding that the forcible possession occurred in the 
case of all the fields at the-same time, there must be a 
finding as to the date of possession with regard to 
each field separately. P Kaku v. Harnaman, 18 Cr. 
L. J. 660; 28 P. W. R 1917 Cit ; 40 1\ R 19l7 Cr. 

308 

S. 145 (6) — “Due course of law” meaning of. 

The phrase “due course of law” in section 145 (H) 
of the Criminal Procedure (Tode does not necessarily 
mean a decree of a Civil Court, but an order which 
evicts a party must either bo an order of Civil 
Court or of a Court acting under statutory authority. 
In the latter case, there must bo a clear indication, 
express or implied in the terms of tho Statute itself, 
to sho,w that the order has tho effect of «a decree, 
PAT Krishna Dkvai. Gir i\ Kirmali, 1 P. L. W. 
G42; 18 Cr. L. J. 582 .'30 

“ Ss. 147, 148, 537 — ‘ Local enquiry ,* meaning 
of- Endince , recording of, by Magistrate deputed to 
make enquiry, legality of— Order on report and evi- 
dence — Jurisdiction — Waiver of objections , effect of 
— High Court — Revision, grounds for — Qevimment 
of India Act (5 ,)• 6 Geo. F, Ch. 61), s. 107— Letters 
Patent \ Mad.), s. 15. 

Per Cunam. — The High Court docs not interfere, 
under section 15 of the Charter Act, with orders 
passed by a Magistrate under section 147 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, unless such orders were 
passed without jurisdiction. 

r i he words ‘local enquiry’ in section 148, Criminal 
Procedure Code, are not synonymous with mere 
local inspection, and a person deputed to make an 
enquiry under the section is competent to examine 
witnesses. 

lVr Ayling, J . — Whatever may be the scope of the 
enquiry contemplated by section 148, the Magis. 
♦ rate delegating tho enquiry to a Subordinate Magis- 
trate is not absolved, on receipt of the latter’a 
report from the duty imposed on him by section 
145 (4) of receiving any evidence produced before 
him by the parties and taking any further evidence 
he may find necessary. 
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Where a first class Magistrate acts on the evi- 
dence recorded by the Magistrate who was deputed 
to make the enquiry without objection by the 
parties and bases his order thereon, the order is not 
one passed without jurisdiction and the High Court 
cannot interfere with it in revision. 

Quxrc.- Whether such an order would amount to 
a defect of jurisdiction where the tirst class Magis- 
trate refuses to take evidence tendered before him. 

Per Seshagiri Aiyar, J .— Where a first class Magis- 
trate acts upon evidence taken by a Subordinate 
Magistrate the former must be deemed to have acted 
without jurisdiction, but the defect is cured by section 
557 where the parties do not object to the procedure 
aud are not prejudiced thereby. IY1 Muthuswami 
N A DAN IvALlANGA MooPAN, 33 M. L J. \ 8; 18 Ck. 

L. J 715 715 

.1-— S. 164 — Confession — Recording of confession 
by Magistrate - Magistrate, ponce oj, to put questions 
Inspection of scene of occurrence by Judge accom- 
panied by confessing accused — Additional statements 
made by confessing accused and recorded by Judge , 

admissibility of. . 

Though the law does not contemplate or authorise 
inquisitorial procedure by a Magistrate who is 
called upon to record a confession under section 164 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, he is not for- 
bidden to ask questions to satisfy himself that the 
statement proposed to be made is voluntmy or for 
the purpose of making clear and intelligible any parti- 
cular passage of a statement made to him. 

A Magistrate not trying a case can only record 
the confession of an accused person if voluntarily 
made under section 164 of the Code <i Criminal 
Procedure, and it is not permissible for him to ques- 
tion the accused closely and at great length for the 
purpose of extracting statements to be afterwards 

used as evidence. . 

The statement of an accused elicited by the Magis- 
trate in this way is not admissible in evidence 

In a case while the trial of several accused, one 
of whom had made a confession, was in progress, 
the Sessions Judge went himself to the scene of 
the crime accompanied by the assessors and the 
confessing accused, who showed him over the ground 
and made certain additional statements by way or 
comment or illustration of his confession, and the 

Judge made note of them: . . , 

Held , that the Judge was wrong in allowing the 
accused to make these additional statements which 
ought not to have been regarded. O Kesho Singh 

v. Emperor, 20 O. C. 136; 18 Cr. L. J. 742 -* 

. S, 164 (3; — Confession , how to be mac.c - 

Magistrate , duty of, when recording confession- 
Under section 164 (31 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, no Magistrate should record any confession 
unless upon questioning the person making it he 
has reason to believe that it is made voluntarily. 
What is meant by the Code is that the Magistra e 
should ask the accused some such question as > .y 
are you confessi-g? Are you sorry for your crime 01 is 
it that some one has told you that you w ga n 
something bv a confession?" and should refuse to 
proceed with the recording of the confession until 
he has l.ad a satisfactory answer to his quest ^ 

PAT II 'gho Lava u. Emperor, 18 Ck. L. J. 7^1 •- 
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S. 181 (2 ) — Property subject of offence 


Penal Code ( Act XLV of 1860), $. 406 — Criminal 
breach oj trust— Jurisdiction. 

Where accused was entrusted with a railway 
receipt for goods in one district with instructions to 
delivery of the goods at their destination in 
another district, and sell them on complainant's 
account and accused did so sell them and mis- 
appropriated the sale proceeds: 

Held, (1< that the offence was triable within the 
jurisdiction of the Court where the goods were 6old 
and the money was received and misappropriated; 

(2) that the property which was the subject of the 
offence in the case was not the railway receipt but 
the money received on sale of the goods. LB P. L. 
T. A. Kasi Chetty v. V. V. Kasi Chktty, 10 Per. L. 
T. 50; 18 Cr. L. J. 615 293 


S. 190 (1) («) 


289 


Ss. 195, 476 — Prosecution of complainant — 

Sanction, form of— Court, duty of 328 

— S. 195 (7) — Sanction for prosecution of wit- 
ness during pendency of suit, propriety of — District 
Judge, whether can revoke sanction granted by Sub- 
ordinate Judge. 

Sanction for the prosecution of a witness for 
deposing falsely in a suit which is still pending 
is improper, particularly when the witness is a near 
relative and am mukhtiar of the plaintiff, a lady who 
depends upon him for the proper prosecution of her 
suit. 

Generally speaking, it is not desirable that 
witnesses should be prosecuted while the case in 
which they have deposed or are about to depose is 
still pending. 

On a petition to the High Court for the revocation 
of a sanction for prosecution granted by a Subordinate 
Judge, the High Court having formed a firm opinion 
as to the impropriety of the sanction, set it aside’ 
though it felt that the prop r course for the petitioned’ 
should have been to apply to the District Judg e 
under section 195 (7) of the Criminal Procedure 

Code. C Raj Kumar Deoty i\ Satish Chandra 
Ghosh, 21 C. W. N. 753: 18 Cr. L. J 73.5 735 

S. 2C0 289 

Ss. 234, 235 — Charges, misjoinder of — Trial, 

legality of— Offences of same kind— Forgery and 
giving false evidence— “Same transaction” meaning 

Where an accused was charged at one trial with 
four offences, viz., of having abetted an unknown 
person to fix a false thumb impression purporting it 
to be of someone else on a summons issued by a 
Civil Court, and of swearing false affidavits in regard 

to such service ou different dates: 

Held , that the offences being more than three and 
bein" neither of the same kind, nor committed in 
the course of the same transaction, there was a mis- 
joinder of charges in contravention of the provisions 
of sections 234 and 235, Criminal Procedure Code, 

and that- consequently the proceedings were illegal and 
should be quashed 

The expression “same transaction” in section 235 
of the Criminal Procedure Code is not applicable tq 
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cases in which the offences are separated by distinct 
intervals of time or place and which require to be 
proved by distinct evidence. S Gerimal r. Emperor, 
10 S. L. R. 192; 18 Ca. L. J. 064 312 

■ S. ; 285 (1) — Joint I rial for distinct offences 
against different persons committed at different times , 
whttlu, legal -"Same transaction ,” meaning of. 

Lhr trial of several accused in respect of several 
distinct offences committed at different times and at 
different places against different persons is illegal. 
11m fact that the complaints were lodged on the 
same day nr that the motive 'for the commission of 
ilm offences was the same in all the occurrences 
does not at all go to show that the offences were 
committed in the course of the same transaction. 
PAT fiHAsi Ram v. Surra TJraon, 18 Cr. I,. ,1. 739 

739 

" ; “ S. 239 -Several tenants holding tern rate lands 

<j same landlord charged 1 with mischief , whether can 
he tried together. 

Where live tenants who act in concert are 
charged with the offence of mischief, committed in 
respect of different plots in their respective posses- 
sions they can be jointly tried. under section 239 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code. PAT Emperor v 
Lam- Goff., 1 P L. W. 691; 18 Cr. L. J. 637 335 


S. 2*3— Discharge, effect of -District May is . 

/'•mV, power of, to hold nr direct further niguinj 

Where an accused is discharged bv a V agist rate 
under section 253 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
the District Magistrate has jurisdiction to hold a 
turf her inquiry himself or to direct a further inquiry 
by a Subordinate Magistrate. A Parbhc Lai, c 
Janki, IS Or. L. J. 706 706 

— S. 271 . 

Section 271 of the Criminal Procedure Code, though 
it directs that a plea of guilty shall be recorded does 
not direct that the accused shall be convicted thereon 
hut only that he may be so convicted, that is to say 

it is left to the discretion of the presiding Judge in 

— 1 • . • ..... ‘other in spito of 

the plea it is or is not desirable to enter upon (ho 

evidence B L.ixmya Miimufp* r. Emperok, |q 

l(OM I,. R. X;(j; 1H Cl, I, J f|<| 9 ’ 6$ jp 


.Ss. 271, Del- Join/ trial uf several accused 

I lea <f gi“lt j entered by one o) accused— Procedure 
I he trial of an accused docs not necessarily come 
to an end us he oilers a plea of guilty and 

« here a .fudge dm-s not convict on « uc h a plea the 

only other Course open to him is to proceed with the 
trial ol the accused n u,<! 

When a plea of guilty Is entered he one of . 

co-aecused who arc to lie tried jointly ,, ill ?*'“ 

under section :’T I of the I ode of i Yimiii’,,1 j» r K °, 1US ' 
a discretion to decide either that the -tc^smiT’ 
convicted on such plea or that he shoul I I 

his trial in spite of his plea of ‘ Ml T 1 PUt °" 

procedure to follow j„ such ruses is ihat if i" 'V <>l . >or 
convicts the ncemed or, his plea of guilty hi" ' 
bo removed from il,e .lock, in which cjo * ' 

called as a witness amiinst l|, coil *‘0 can he 

Judge should pui ii m, record thn? ;,:. < ; 1 ' »"* 

, '" ' ,sr " 1 "" his IgX' 
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The Judge is bound to read and explain 
the charge to the accused and he ought to satisfy 
himself by interrogation of the accused, if necessary 
that he fully understands the responsibility which 
he assumes in making a plea of guilty. Having 
done so, the Judge is then in a position to exercise 
properly the discretion which the law allows and 
to put upon record the reasons which guide his 
discretion. The course which it is intended to pur 
sue should not be loft in doubt. • 

It is, however, not illegal for the Court to proceed 
with the trial of an accused who has pleaded guilty 
without previously placing upon record its reasons 
tor doing so o Kesho Si Non r. Emperor 20 On 
136; 18 Cr. L. J. 742 ’ 

S. 288— Evidence transferred to Sessions re- 

coni, value <f -Conviction— Confession, retracted— 

Corroboration. 

Evidence brought on to the Sessions record, under 
section 288 of the Criminal Procedure Code, must be 
treated as substantive evidence and there is nothing 
illegal in basing n conviction on such evidence bnt it 
would not be safe to do so without any other evi 
dencc to support it, and no responsible tribunal 
would permit the conviction of a person upon such 
evidence if it stood by itself. 

Such evidence cannot be accepted as proper 
corroboration of a confession made to a Magistrate 
ami subsequently retracted P P, RT h. r Emperor 
19 P. W. R 1917 0lt.j IS t u I,. J. 703; 37 P. R. 1917 

uR, 


703 

-S. 345 (1)— Penal Code (Act XLVof 1H*0) 

s 323 - Compounding of offence -Compromise’ 

who can ^9 

~ S. 367 Appellate Court, Criminal— Judg- 
ment, contents of 

" f 9 4^4— Appellate Court, judgment of, 

contents °f-Fmding, definite, necessity of 698 
- Ss. 367, 1 10— En denre Ap tell ate Court , 
duty 0 / Judgment, nature 0 f— Findings to he sup. 
ported by reasons — Evidence, examination of. 

It is the duty of an .Appellate Criminal Court 
I o show by its judgment that it has duly weighed 
and examined the evidence ugainst the aooused, 
has appreciated the points both for and against 
him, and has brought a judicial mind to beir 
upon the case. Its findings must be supported bv 
reasons, however brief thev may be. 

Where the judgment of a' District Magistrate 
was, it is obvious that if one quarter of the 
evidence for the prosecution is true, and I see 
no reason to doubt that it is. the appellant is a 

most proper person to bo bound over under section 
im « < nminal Procedure Code.” 

HoUf that it was no judgment at all and could 

'lXP.“f l |?,i ! * NS ' D,,AR v Empkr °R. 'OU 141: 

lf1 bR L. .1 649 297 

403 1 4 —Acquittal by second class Magis- 
■ ate Offence, different, constituted by same facts - 
Subsequent change before first class Magistrate - Pre- 

v C ,V''l" 1 ' u he,h <’ r operates as bar Penal Code 
f y t \L\ of I860 , k,n. 40 f ', 409 

P ,1H ,, « , "sed was charged under section 40fi of the 

tr- „•!? ° aud , was triod an<1 acquitted by a Magis- 

' 1 1 ‘ ip< ' OT 'd class powers. Ifo was subsequently 
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charged on the same facts under section 40) and 
was brought before a Magistrate with first class 
powers to take his trial: 

Held , that the subsequent charge being wirli 
relation to an offence which the first vlngisrrate 
could not try, vide section 40}i4'of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the previous order r.f acquittal with 
respect to the minor offence for which the accused 
had already been tried was no bar t < » the subsequent 
proceedings IYI Vbnkataraxua Josiar. I" re, lb 

Cr. L. J 60 2’>1 

S 424 — Appeal, criminal —Judgment, con - 

tents of — Possession, d- termination of factum of — 
Court , duty of. 

The judgment of a Court of Criminal Appeal 
must show on its face that the Court has considered 
the facts and evidence in reasonable detail 

A person in possession of land lias a right to 
protect his possession by show and use of reasonable 
force against trespassers and wrongdoers. 

Where the factum of possession is the determining 
element in a case, a Magistrate must find which of the 
parties was in peaceable possession on the date of 
the offence and was trying to protect such possession, 
and which party was trying to acquire possession by 
use of force. XVI Veehappa Naick, In re, l-S Cr. L. 
J. 752 752 


Ss. 424, 367 — Appellate Court, Criminal- 

Judgment , contents of. 

The judgment of a Criminal Appellate Court 
must show that the Court has I ully considered the 
evidence on both sides and the pleas raised in 
appeal and that its conclusions are well supported 
by reasons. O Beni v. Emperor, 4 0. L, J. 80: 18 
Cr L. J. 689 689 

Ss. 424, 367 -Appellate Court , judgment of, 

contents of — Finding, definite, necessity of. 

A Court of Appeal dismissed a criminal appeal with 
the observation that the evidence for the p.osecution 
was, on the whole, slightly stronger and that the story 
of the prosecution as regards probability was far 
more likely than the story set up by the defence: 

Held, that the opinion expressed by the Court was 
not sufficient for a conviction in a criminal case and 
that unless the Court could come to some more 
definite opinion regarding the guilt of the accused, 
the latter ought to be acquitted. C Kobbat Ai.i r. 
Emperor, 21 C. \V. N. 5 .0; 13 Ur. L J 6-W oo8 
s. 424 —Judgment of Appellate Court, rules 

to be observed in writing. 

{Section 424 of the Criminal Procedure Code requires 
that a judgment, whether it be under section 121 or 
under section 423, should be written by an Appellate 
Court in accordance with the rules laid down in 
Chapter XVI, including section 367 of the Code, for 

the recording fa judgment. . 

When the order of an Appellate Court is liable to 

revision by the High Court, the former 
Court should give some reason for dismissing an 
anneal to show that the points raised in the appeal 
were properly considered by it PAT Tale bar u. 
E MP.1KOR, 2 P. L. W. 49; .8 UR. L. J. 760 7 oU 

_ S. 4:57 — Discharge of accused District Magis- 
trate, power of, to order further enquiry, limits of. 


A District Magistrate should not exercise his 
powers under section ’*7 of the Criminal Procedure- 
Code prom seriously, whenever he forms a different 
estima e of the witnesses, whom he has not seen 
from that which was formed by the .MagLtrare wh<> 
did see them. 

A District Magistrate should not order a further 
enquiry merely upon the strength of his own 
appreciation of the evidence in a case where t}„. 
accused has had a perfectly fair trial reaching a law. 
ful conclusion, and the Trial Magistrate’s discussion 
of the evidence nas been apparently quite reasonable 
B N * rain ah Vrnkatesh, In re, i9 Bom L R. 350- 
1h Cr L 1. 61^ 294 


S 439 Acquittal, petition a. ainst— Revision 
— High Court, power of into fer nee of— Jurisdiction, 
A High < onrt, has jurisdiction to interfere on 
revision with an acquittal, but it should exercise 
this jurisdiction sparingly, and only where it is 
urgently demanded in the interests of public justice. 

By a longest -blished practice of the Bombay Hi*»h 
Court, re visional applications against orders *of 
acquittal are not entertained from private petitu ners 
except on some very broad ground of the exceptional 
requirements of public justice. B Faredoon Cowas.ii 
Parbhu, In re, 19 Bom. L R. 354; 18 Cr. L. J. 668; 41 
B. 560 316 


S. 439— Acquittal, setting aside of - Revision 

— Mistake of law as to accused's right to property 

Penal Code lAct XLV of I.smm, &•. 379 —Theft — Bona 
fide claim 0 ) right — Execution— Land delivered to 
decree-holder in execution of decree— Crops growing, 
whether pass. 

Where, in execution of a decree in a title suit 
possession of land is given to the decree- holder the 
growing crop9 pass with the land. 

The accused, having cut and removed paddy from a 
land of which possession had been delivered to the 
complainant in execution of a decree in a title suit 
was prosecuted for theft, but was acquitted by the 
Magistrate on the ground that h had grown the 
paddy prior to the delivery of possession: 

Hel t, 1} that the case had not been properly 
tried and, therefore, the order of acquittal could not 

9tand; 

(2) that the case should be re-tried but that the 
accused should not be convicted of theft if it was 
proved that though he may have made a mistake as 
to his rights under the law, he was acting in the 
exercise of a bona fide claim of right, c Udai 
Narain Gain v Ramanath Midda, 18 Cr. L. J. 732 

732 

S. 439 —Appealable and non-appealable sen- 
tences — Appeal — Conviction set aside Sessions Judge, 
duty of -Revision -High C"iirt, power i.f. 

If at one and the same trial an appealable sentence 
is passed against one or more accused and uon- 
appeaUble sentences are passed against others and 
the Sessions Judge, hearing the case o n the merits 
on the appeals of those con vie s who had a right of 
appeal, comes to the conclusion that the convictions 
are bad as against all the accused persons, he should 
consider it hi3 duty to refer to the High Court the 
case of those persons against whom non-appealable 
sentences were passed, and the matter should then 
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be dealt with by r lie High Court under section 489 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code, 1898. A Khola v. 
Empkror, 15 A. L. J. 574; 18 Or. L. I 084 332 

S. 4 H'.j— Penal ('ode \ct XLY of I860), 

s. 823 Conviction Loss o I record, whether ground 
jor acquittal Sentence, />ettij Re. trial, whether can 
be ordered 

Petitioner was convicted imd«*r section 323 of the 
Penal Code and sentenced to pay a line of Rs. 50, He 
moved the Sessions Judge to exi-ivNe his revisional 
powers and to refer the case t<» the limb Court. It 
was discovered that the record of 'll" case was losl, 
so that the Sessions Judge could obtain no materials 
upon which to make his reference He, therefore, 
asked the High Court to s«*t aside the conviction and 
sentence and to order a re-trial. 

Held, that the loss of the record after conviction 
was no ground for the acquittal of the accused and 
that the sentence being a petty one no re-trial could 
Reordered. PAT ShkuJiiawav I*\\i»a r. Ram Sakiii 
K r * r i , 18 Ci.\ L. J. 73/ 737 


- S. 439 — lie vision —P.nhn net mail <J sentence 

— High Court, interference by. 

The enhancement of a sentence by the High Court, 
under section 439 of the Criminal Procedure Code, is 
a serious proceeding. The High Court should not 
ordinarily interfere where a substantial sentence has 
been parsed by the Trying Court and will be always 
slow to interfere, unless the sentence passed is 
manifestly inadequate. S K.mckror v Rario, 10 S. 

L. R. 207: 18 Cr. L. J. 70s 708 

Ss. 470, 195 — Prosecution of complainant — 

Sanction, form of — Court, duhj of. 

Where the prosecution of a complainant is 
justifiable in the general public interest, it should 
be carefully guarded against becoming a moans of 
oppression >r revenge in tie* hands of individuals. 

Therefore, under such eiieumstancos an order 
under section 470, Criminal Procedure Code, is more 
appropriate than an order for sanction under section 
195, Criminal Procedure Code. 

Per Walsh, J . — The absence of an authority whose 
duty it is to decide upon and undertake prosecutions 
under section 21 1 is a Haw in tlm criminal procedure 
in this eountrv 

There is no higher duly laid upmi a Court of Law 
ilein that of strict onforeeiip’tit of a strict adherence 
t«» truth. 


Per Piggotl, ./. — \\ hen* i »ie* o| mo J udges const it ip- 
ing a Pencil is clearly of ••pinion (hat the ease under 
consideration i- a proper one for the institution 
of further proceeding.-. it would be improper for his 
colleague to refuse to concur. A IIvnska.i Sinv.h r. 

Km u;w \na, 18 (’»: L .1 PS0 328 

S. I7'i Penal I 'ode (Ac- XLY of 18(50), s. 193 

Sanction to or- -. /’•//- • statement — Materials 


an -any out oj cros.;.i • t, /limit >n, whether sufficient. 
An order dir.-efii.g a prosecution for perjury 
merely upon material- arising oii r of ri oss-cxamina - 
tion is a wn unsab- pro -ceding, especially whore 
the eross-e van. mu' am lias b. en protracted PAT 
Raktoo Ra i ?. Emit. i oi; P L. \V\ 99; IS (Jr. L j 

727 727 

- * 488 ( 9 1 i 'oi-tj,/ ,/ 1 ■, • 1 1 a i>a n I mm plained 

against living f p-mril t ; ( Ivdto - ./ •/ ■>.*dirtion 
r Calm' hi ( ' u ‘ • 


Respondent who lived in Darjeeling came to 
Calcutta where he resided from the 16th to 23rd 
January. While he was residing in Calcutta an 
application under section 488, Criminal Procedure 
Code, was made by his wife to the Presidency Magis- 
trate’s Conit in Calcutta: 

Held, that the residence of the husband in Calcutta 
from the 6< h to the 23rd January, when the appli- 
cation under section 48", Criminal Procedure Code, 
was made, was sufficient to give the Presidency 
Magistrate’s Court in Calcutta jurisdiction, having 
regard to sub-section 9 of section 488, Criminal Pro. 
cedure Code. C Jolly v. .Tolly, 21 C. W. N. 872; 
18 Cn. L. J. 706 706 

Ss. 497, (1), 498 — Bail — High Court , power 

of 

The power of a High Court to direct admission to 
bail under section 498 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code is unfet tered and in no way limited by the 
provisions of section 497 (1) of the Code; but the High 
Court will not grant bail in non- bailable offences 
except when special circumstances are disclosed. 8 
IIauciianm Jhamatmal t\ Emperor, 10 S. L. R. 208; 
18 Cr. L. J. 642 290 

S 526 — Refusal to allow accused to cross-ex- 
amine complainant — Transfer. 

An application for transfer of a case was made on 
the ground that the accused had not been allowed to 
properly cross-examine the complainant and that 
certain orders and remarks recorded by the Magis- 
trate clearly indicated that ho had formed a strong 
opinion against the petitioner. It appeared that the 
Magistrate considered that the accused should be 
allowed to inspect certain bankbooks before cross- 
examining the complainant and tho bank having 
objected to allowing tho necessary inspection, tho 
Magistrate passed an order on tho 18th July 1918 
directing the hank to give tho accused’s Counsel 
opportunity to inspect tho necessary registers On 
the 4th of August, however, in the absence of the 
accused’s Counsel and without any reference to the 
previous order relating to tho registers, the evidenoe 
of the complainant was closed. The complainant 
was then summoned as a witness by the defence 
but when Counsel wished to cross-examine him hia 
request was refused: 

Held, ( 1) that although the Magistrate's refusal 
may have been strictly legal, it was improper in the 
circumstances of the case and tho Magistrate would 
have been well advised to have allowed at any rate a 
reasonable amount of cross-examination, especially 
when the prosecution raised no objection to such 
eross-oxaminat ion; 

(2) that inasmuch as the case had reached a very 
advanced stage, the charge having been framed and 
a certain amount of tho defence evidenoe having 
been recorded, it could not bo transferred bat that 
the Magistrate should allow tho accused to cross- 
examino the complainant after giving him an oppor- 
tunity of examining the bank registers. P SUJAN 
Sivon, v J i a Lal, 18 Cr. L. J. 690; 29 P. W. R. 1917 
Cr. 690 

S. 526 —Transfer of case — Altercation bituccn 

■■ ('I;/ ' and Counsel , u'hcthn ground for transfer . 

H is for the High Court, exorcising its jurisdiction 
■ J ”der section 5°(5 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
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to transfer a case from one Court to another, to 
satisfy itself that on tlie facts disclosed there is a 
reasonable apprehension that the accused may be 
prejudiced and not have a fair trial. 

A quarrel or unpleasantness between the Judge 
and the Counsel for the accused is no ground for the 
transfer of a case under section 526 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. PAT Xibarax Chandra Chattkr.u 
r. Emperor, U9i7) Pap *30; 2 P. L. W. 83; IS Cr L. 
J. 670 318 


S. 526 — Transfer of case — Apprehension, 


reasonable. 


To justify an order of transfer under section 526 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, the apprehension of 
not receiving a fair and impartial trial must be a 
reasonable apprehension in the opinion of the Court, 
and not such as would merely appear reasonable to 
the accused. S VVali Mahomed v . Emperor, iO S 
L R. 183; 18 Cr. L. J. 644 292 


S. 526 — Transfer of case, <j rounds for — Reason- 
able apprehension. 

Where an accused person has a reasonable 
apprehension that he will not be fairly treated by 
the Magistrate * his case should be transferred, but 
the apprehension must be a real and reasonable one. 

The sole question to be considered is whether the 
facts disclosed in the application for transfer give 
rise to a reasonable inference that the Magistrate 
who is seised of the case ma} r be wittingly or un- 
wittingly prejudiced against the accused P Alhj- 
ullah V. Emperor, 13 P. W*tt. 1917 Cu.; 18 Cr. L. 
J. 719 719 

S. 537 715 


CROSS-EXAMINATION — Court, interference by. 

It is for the Judge, when he sees that a < ounsel is 
harassing or browbeating a witness unduly or 
trying to suppress his answers, to intervene and 
protect the witness in the interest of justice. PAT 
Nibaran Chandra Chatterji v . Emperor. (i9 7) 
Pat. 230; 2 P. L. W. 83; 18 Cr. L. J. 670 318 

CROWN GRANTS ACT {XV of 1895), Ss. 2,3— 
Primogeniture sanad y applicability of — “Successor,” 
meaning of 69 

■■ ■■ Ss. 2, 3 — Primogeniture sanad, effect of grant 
of, in cases of estates entered in lists IV and VI - 
Sanady supersession of, under Oudh Estates Act — 
Ordinary law, whether includes sanad under sec- 
tion 23 — Revival under Crown Grants Act of sanad 
already superseded 555 

CUSTOM, meaning of - Pre-emption — Single pro- 
prietor acquiring entire village, effect of — Custom, 
whether continues to exist 427 

■"■"ALIENATION — Sale — Suit for declarationthat 

sale shall not affect plaintiff's reversionary rights 
Sale, whether can be converted into mortgage Decree, 
proper —Necessity —Appeal, second— Vague and un- 
satisfactory findings. 

Plaintiffs sued for a declaration that a sale-deed 
in respect of a certain house executed by defendant 
No. 2, in favour of defendant No. I, was null and void 
and shall not affect their reversionary rights. The 
First Court dismissed the suit, holding that the sale 


wns for necessity. The District Judge on appeal held 
that necessity was proved only for Rs. 800 out of 
the total sale price of Rs. 2,000 and gave plaintiffs a 
decree to the effect that the sale should be converted 
into a mortgage for Rs. 800, which should be liable to 
redemption after the death of the alienor. The 
vendee preferred a second appeal to the Chief Court- 
llrld, { ' ) that whether the sale was for necessity or 
not, it could not ho converted into a mortgage which 
could bo redeemed anywhere within 60 years; 

(21 that the proper decree in such a case would be 
a decree declaring that the alienation shall only 
affect the reversioners’ rights to the extent of Rs J-OO 
it being open to them to pay down the Rs 800 and’ 
claim to recover the property anywhere within 12 
years of succession opening out to them; 

(3 that the findings of the District Judge with 
regard to the 'arious items which formed part of the 
Mile price were so vague and unsatisfactory that the 
Court was constrained to go into the merits of the 
ease even in second appeal. P Radha Rani v. Gijar 
Mad 496 

ALIENATION by widow— Mortgage, Iprior— 

Necessity " 53 


• ■ SUCCESSION — Alienation • by widow — 

Widow's estate, nature cf— Proprietary body, rights 
°f — Riwaj-i-ain, entry in , construction of — Succes- 
sion — Sister and sister’s son. 

A widow’s estate is only limited for the benefit of 

reversioners and where there are none she is, to all 
intents and purposes, an absolute owner; and the 
onus is upon the proprietors of the patti to establish 
their right to coutest an alienation by such a widow. 

A riuaj-i-a/n contained an entry to the effect that 
if a man dies intestate leaving no relations, his im- 
moveable property devolves 011 all the landowners of 

the thula or panna in winch the land of the deceased 
is situate: 


Held, that the entry was not intended to be an 
absolute provision excluding a sister or a sister’s son 
from succession and it was not contemplated that 
they should yield to the proprietary body of a 
heterogeneous character p Giani Ram v. Mari 24 

P. R. 1917 ’ 61 


Daughters, exclusion of—Palwal , Our - 

gaon District. 

One A., originally a resident of the town of Palwal 
in the Gurgaon i > i - 1 j 1 • ■ , obtained the village of 
Wair Badslmhpm* in Jie District of BulandshahrVrom 
the Government for services rendered during the 
Mutiny of 1>57 A died in fe 6 leaving him surviving 
two widows, a minor son and two daughters. The 
estate being crippled with the debts contracted by A , 
the two widows applied to the Government to take 
over the estate in the Bulai.dshanr District under 
the management ->f the °ourt of Wards. The Court 
of Wards took over the village under its manage- 
ment and it was assumed that it belonged to The 
widows, the minor son and the two daughters. Jn 
1897 the raiuor attained majority and one half of the 
property was released to him, the other half remaining 
under the management of the Court of Wards on 
behalf of the daughters. The son sued for posses- 
sion of the other half on the ground that according 
to the personal law and the custom prevailing in 



1040 


INDIAN CASKS. 


1191 ? 


C 0 STOM — conoid. 

Palwal in the District of Gurgaon the daughters 
and their issue did not in any case get a share in 
the paternal estate in the presence of the son: 

Held, tint the plaintiff had failed to prove an 
ancient invariable custom prevailing in his family in 
derogation of Muhammadan Law * hereby a daughter 
was excluded from inheritance. A Ali Asghar r. 
CoU-BCTOR OF Bui.andshaiir, 15 A I. .1.597 753 

SlfCCESSlO * (J)ft to daughter — R. yht <f her 
descendant* to succeed — Collaterals nj donor , reversion 

to. 

Where a gift of ancestral property is made to a 
daughter, the property after the death of the donee 
does not revert to the collaterals of the donor, but is* 
inherited by the descendants of the donee. P Ata 
Ahmad v. Niaz Ali 72 

Primogeniture - Proof— Exclusion of females 
— Single heir succession 555 

Sangat oj Nani * Shahi Udasis Ma- 
li ant, appointment , succession of. 

In the sangat of Nanak Shahi Udnsi Sadhus at 
Benares the custom as to the appointment of a now 
Mahantisthat the Mahant for the time being has 
the right to appoint a chosen disciple, or chela, to 
succeed him on his death A Diiakam Dass r. Sadiio 

PRAKASH . 177 

Widow's estate — Riqht to enjoy whole 

income — Bhoplas ot Multan Tahsil— Widow , whether 

entitled to maintenance only 

The universal rule of Punjab agricultural custom is 
that a widow in the absence of m lo issue succeeds to 
a life-interest in her deceased husband’s estate. 

She is entitled to the enjoyment of the whole of 
the income of the e tate and is not • ound to account 
for her expenditure to possible reveisioners 

Where the reversioners of one .1 , a member of the 
Qhopla tribe in the Multan Tnshil, sued his widow for 
possession of the property lolt by the deceased or in 
ihe alternative for an injunction rest mining her from 
wasting the estate, alleging that accord ng to the 
custom of the tribe the wioow was entitled only to 
mainten nee: 

Held that the plaint ill’s bad failed to establish the 
custom s« r i }> by them p Mohammad Bakiish r 
Kaum II mu, " t P b It i!»i7 2 6 
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by a suit framed for the purpose, as he was criiitled 
under section 44 of the Evidence Act to impeach it 
in the present suit on the ground of fraud C 
A* win! Kumar Samaddar v Banamali Chakrabarty 
2«C. W.N. 494 007 

, setting aside of, for fraud — Irregularity in 
initial proct dure, effect of. 

The jurisdiction to impugn a previous decree on 
the ground of fraud is established law. But such 
j n i isdiction should be exercised with care and reserve 
and proof must be required that there was actual and 
positive fraud, that is, a meditated and intentional 
contrivance «o keep the parties and the Court in 
ignorance of the real facts of the case and a decree 
obtained by that contrivance. PAT Mohan KrTshna 
Dak v FIar Prasad 2 

DEED, recital in — Estoppel 669 

DEPAM vTION Libellous statements in document 

Innuendo Party dejamed, question as to — Fair com- 
ment Justification - Damages, quantum of — Findings 
by Court — Questions jf fact —Appeal, second— High 
Court , interference by — Civil Procedure Code (Act V 
of 1908;, s. 100. 

The question whether the wholo or part of an alleged 
defamatory writing would be construed by an ordinary 
reader io refer to a particular person is a question of 
fact which, in English Courts, would be let t to a ury, 
and where the Jury arrives at its \erdict on this 
particular point through a misconstruction of the 
writing read as a whole or through othor circum- 
stances appearing in the case, that verdict is a verdict 
upon a question of fact. 

The questions of justification, fair comment, bona 
jide< and quantum of damages, in an action for 
defamation, are also ail questions of fact. 

Though it is a question for the Judge to say 
whether if certain facts woro proved they would 
amount to justido ti«»n, yet it is a question for the 
Jury to say whether an article complained of is a 
fair comment on a matter of public interest. It is 
only wh»*ro tho art icle is so clearly fair that there can 
bo no question of libel on tho admitted facts that a 
.lud go may stop the case. 

The High Court cannot, in second appeal, interfere 
wit h a finding on any of the above matters 

Per 8 tdasira Aiyar , J. - The doctrine of penal and * 
exemplary damages is duo to an illegitimate en- 
croachment on the considerations of punishment 
by line in criminal j risprudcnce into realms of oivil 
law and such doctrine should not bo introduced 
into British India ftl NaganatHA Sastri v. SUBRA- 
maua Iyer, 3a M. L. J. 392; 5 L. W. 698; 21 M. L. 
T. 324 * 126 

UlIARA dues — Talukdar, liability of - Decree, settle* 
me nt, construction of. 

At the time o» the first Regular Settlement the 
ox proprietors of a village which had been included 
in a talula got a decree against the Uslukdar for 
l heir right to receive dhara dues in the village: 

Held, that the talukdar was liable under the 
settlement decree to render the said dues to the 
ex proprietors, whether ho chose to collect them or 
not. O Maiirsh Charan v. Muhammad Baqar Ali, 

I o. L. J. 154 45 
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Whore a document is silent with regard to 
interest and where there is no special mention of 
interest at a particular rate or of a particular sum 
handed over to the creditor, it must he taken that the 
intention of the parties is in making re-payment, to 
pay only the interest actually due under the written 
instrument. PAT Gita Puosad Singh v. Ragho 
Singh, 1 P. L. VV. 777. 809 


. . — — execution of — Date — Presumption 

It is a general though not a conclusive presumption 
that a document was made on the day of the date it 
bears. P C Mina Kumari Him r. Buoy Singh, *2 
M. L. J. 425; 1 P. L W. 425; 2 1 0. VV. N. *85; 5 L. \V. 
7M; 21 M. h. T. 3*4; 15 A. L. J. 382; 25 C L. J. 508; 
19 Bom. L. R 4;4 ; (1917; M. W. N. 473; 44 C. 662. 

242 

EASEMENT — Right to catch fish — Owner of lower 
land, whether can restrain owner of higher land 
from catching fish in his own land — Injunction 1 35 

EASTERN BENGAL and ASSAM DISORDERLY 
HOUSES ACT (II Ob' 1907), S 3, order passed under 

• — Jurisdiction of District Magistrate to interfere 
with. 

' A District Magistrate has no jurisdiction to inter* 
fere with an order passed by a Criminal Court in the 
exercise of its jurisdiction under section 3 of the 
Eastern Bengal and Assam Disorderdly Houses Act, 
»907. C Lalta Mohan Chakkavarty v IIarendra 
Kumar De, 2 C W. N. U35 18 Cr. L. J. 736 / 36 

• 4 
% 

r* 

E-J EOT M E NT — Co-sha rer in possession of whole pro- 
. perty dispossessed by trespasser - Adverse possession 
against co-sharer , effect of — Jus tertii, pl*a of 
One of two brothers, who had an undivided 
8-anuas share in a holding, assuming to himself the 
sole ownership of the holding leased it to the plaintiff 
intending to exclude liis co-sharer, who had dis- 
appeared and was considered as dead or having 
abandoned the property. The plaintiff, having been 
ousted by the defendant a trespasser , brought a 
suit for his ejectment: 

ffyld, that as the title of the plaintiff’s lessor had 
become adverse to his co-sharer, the plaintiff obtained 
title to the whole by adverse possession and that, 
therefore, lie was entitled to recover the whole pro. 
pertj* from the defendant whose plea of jus tertii could 
not be of any avail. - 

Quiere. VVhethet an undivided co-sharer who is 
in exclusive possession of the whole property is 
entitled to recover the whole from a trespasser who 
dispossessed him, or is liable to be put in joint -pos- 
session with the trespasser. C Basikuodi Sheikh v. 
Mobabak Mu n shi 157 

ESTOPPEL See Civil Procedure Code s. 11; 

Evidence Act, s. 116. 

.• .* *.«*•. * - . . - 

, 7 - — - by pleading 462 

Deed, recital in, truth of/ 

No person who is a party to the putting forward of 
a .recital in a deed by another and induces a third 
person to -act on it can afterwards be heard to say 
that’ that recital is n -t accurate. C Bhubaneswari 

Debi v .• Hardhan Bhattacharjya, 21 C. W. N. ;2H 

‘ ' 669 

— , doctrine of, applicability of* 383 
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E\ I DLNCL — Judgment in criminal trial, value of, • 

A judgment in a criminal trial is by itself evidence- 
only of the conviction or acquittal which it records, 
and of no other matter O Muiiamdi Beg am v, 
Durga Prasad, 4 0. L. J. 299 452 

EVIDENCE ACT I or \$72), Ss. 13, -1 l-Z-Estoppcl— 

Judgments not inter parties, admissibility of. 
Judgments not inter parties are admissible in 
evidence where they are relevant under section J3 of. 
t e Evidence Act. They are evidence of usage as 
instances where the right in question was claimed or 
denied or recognized Their evidentiary value, 
however, must depend on the facts of the particular 
case. JYI Sun dak am Iyer v. Tiieethahappa Mudaliar 

159 

~ . S. 13 Judgment not inter parties recognizing 
v*yhl in dispute, admissibility of. 

Judgments not bet ween parties - to the . suit pro- 
no n need by a Court of competent jurisdiction, 
containing a declaration that the right in disputo 
has been asserted and recognized in a Court of Law, 
are admissible in evidence under the provisions of 
section 1 ; of the Evidence Act PAT Muhammad 
Ehia v. Gaxga Dayal Ojha 838 

S. 13 — Tenant, status of —Decree in favour of 
stranger , admissibility of. 

A decree (whether obtained by the plaintiff’s pre- 
decessor * r a stranger), in which it was found that 
the defendants- tenants had a holding in a certain 
estate on a certain rental, is admissible under section 
13 of the Indian Evidence Act for the purpose of 
showing that the defendants held a holding in that 

estate on that rental. C By.mkesh Chakuabartty v. 
Jagadiswar Roy 442 

- Ss. 21, 32— Admission .Statement against, 
party a intciest, admissibility of 988 

* S. 32 988 


-S. 31— Decree obtained by fraud, suit to 

set aside — Previous relevant decree, whether must 
be set aside 507 


S. 90 Ancient document not signed or scaled 
•• — Presumption under s. HO, applicability of. 

Section u0 of the Evidence Act does not apply to 
an ancient document which is neither sigaed nor 
sealed nor purports to be in the handwriting of auy 
particular person, c Jane nor a Mohux v. Godal 
Chandra Har 4 50 


S 91 Suit for possession of joint pro pert y — — 
Partition , deed of, unregistered admissibility of. 

The factum of a partition, as distinguished* from 
its terms, may be proved by evidence apart from the 
deed of partition itself. 

Per Beaman, J. A fact which docs not necessarily 
constitute a term, in any real sense, of a contract, grant, 
or otli°r disposition of property, may bo proved] 
although the writing in which the terms of that con- 
tract, grant, or disposition of property are embodied 
cannot be provod for want of registration, fi Chuotta- 
m. Aditram Tiuvru v. Bai Mahakork, 19 Bom J 
R. 322; 41 B. 466 * 83 

S.' 9?-, applicability of — Mortgage bv condi. 

tional «ale -Mortgagee caking possession of mon. 
gaged property 37 j 
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EVIDENCE ACT — concM. 


EXECUTION— could. 


r ' — S. 92 — Const ruction of document — Motive of 
parties , how far relevant. 

In construing a contract a Court is not permitted 
to speculate about the possible intention and motive 
of the parties, it is concerned only with their intention 
as expressed by the words they have deliberately used. 
C Basiruddi v. Afsaraxkessa Bim, 21 C. \V.*N. *00 

833 

Ss. 94-, 95, 9G, 97 1 3 

■ S. 94 — Construction, of document — Evidence , 
extrinsic, admissibility of — Compromise. 

Where the language of a document is clear and 
applies without difficulty to the facts of the case, 
no extrinsic evidence can bo admitted for the purpose 
of affecting its interpretation. 

. In a compromise entered into between A and Z , A, 
agreed to pay a certain annuity to Z , and her heirs 
and subsequently a compromise was arrived at 
between A. and B. under which B. agreed to contri- 
bute towards the said annuity ‘ for payment to Z 
Held , that the former compromise or any other 
extrinsic evidence was inadmissible to show that 
under the latter compromise B. had agreed to 
contribute towards the said annuity “for payment to 
Z. and her heirs.” O Yar Muhammad Khan r . 
Hawaii Khan, 4 O. L. 'I. 313 401 

— — 8s. l!4, i 1 1 us. ib)— Statement of approver, 

value of - Corroboration, necessity of 696 

■ S I '6— Estoppel Mortgage — lledemplion — 

Mortgagee in possession, whether estopped from deny - 
nig right of purchaser oj mortgaged property to re- 
deem. 

Property belonging to a lunatic was usufruct uarily 
mortgaged by his brother, who was his guardian, to 
the defendant. On the death of the lunatic the property 
was sold by the brother to the plaintiff, who there- 
upon brought a suit tor redemption of the mortgage 
against the defendant: 

Held , that section 116 of the Evidence Act did 
not estop the defendant, who was placed in posses- 
sion of the land as a mortgagee, from requiring the 
plaiptiff to make out his title to redeem the mort- 
gaged property by virtue of his purchase C Deni. 

beswak Sahma Bara Thakuk v Bethouam Saikia 


648 

Ss. 133, 114, jllus. ( b * — Approver, statement 
of, value (j — Corroboration , necessity of. 

An accomplice should not be convicted On tho 
statement of an approver who is by nature a liar, 
unless such testimony is strongly corroborated and 
the corrolxiration distinctly implicates tho accused in, 
and connects him with the erimo committed p 
Nand Singh u Emperor, 9 P. W. R 1 9 1 7 Cn.s IN Cu 
L. J. GOG aoa 


EX1,C( 1 ION Agreement to satisfy decree — Assign 
incut, procuring nj, m breach and execution Suit l>\ 
judgment. debtor for recovery of amount paid in cxc 
ration, nature of— Civil Procedure Code [Act Vo 
J90S\ s. i 7, a It ether bar. 

V suii, for return of mo.,-y paid by a judgment 
debtor vo a pm-son. who, in vi',t f ,<j on rt | a contract t< 
enter .unb hiction ol t he decree, procured the assign 
incut ot a to himself and realised money in e.v'cu 
jam, u one. lor bn- ■acl. of contract and is ‘not 1, arret 
by the provisions of seciiun l , Ui\il Proeedujt 

Bank. : t,. r . /. \mom> 

A - HW.U; ( Il'i i; M. W. N. :LV, 


Amendment of decree— Person vot judgment- 

debtor made judgment-debtor — Decree , whether can 
be executed against such person. 

• A suit for sale on a mortgage against 0. and J. 
v as decreed against G alone. The mortgaged 
property proved insufficient to satisfy tho decree 
and an application was made for a personal 
decree under section 90 of the Transfer of Property 
Act as against G alone aud the decree was passed. 
On t lie attachment of certain property as the pro- 
perty o' G., T. the widow of J objected and got the 
property released. The decree-holder applied for 
the amendment of the decree to the effect that the 
name of T might be added as judgment-debtor and 
got an ex parte order in his favour. He then applied 
for execution of the decree as against T. T. objected. 
The application was, however, dismissed as barred by 
time On the decree-holder’s appeal: 

field, that apart from the question of limitation 
the Court beldw would have been fully justified in 
refusing to put the decree into execution on the 
simple ground that the name of T. was fraudulently 
added to the decree without any decree having 
been passed against her. A Bh a ratii Jndu r. Tilok 
K un war 47 

• 

——Attachment — Sale of attached property by 
judgment-debtor— Subsequent attachement * and 
sale of same property in execution of another 
decree— Execution purchaser and private purchaser 
rights of 242 

— Decision on preliminary point— Appeal, whe- 

ther lies. 

\\ here a judgment-debtor objected to execution on 
the grounds, first, that tho decree was not capable 
of execution and, secondly , that there was nothing 
due under it, and tho Court decided the first ground 
of objection against him: 

Held, that no appeal Lay against that decision 
before the second issue was gone into. PAT Maua- 
maya Prasad Singh v. Sukhdiya Kuar, 1 P. L. W. 
759; (1917) Pat. 191 517 

- -- Decree, construction of — Mortgage— Executing 

Court, powers of. 

One G was a co-sharer in four villages to the 
extent ut eight, gandas in each villueo. He executed 
a deed of mortgage in respect of his eight-yandas 
slmro in the villages in favour of R. and J Tho 
latter obtained a decree for saloon foot of their 
mortgage and in execution applied for the sale of a 
four-annas share in mahat G. in each of the four villages, 
stating that the description of the property given in 
the mortgage-deed as eight gandas came to four annas 
in nwhal G in each village The judgment-debtor 
tib’d objections and contended that only eight-yawrfos 
out ot the entire fo'.r annas, that is to say, one-tenth 
ot i lie original share in each village was meant: 

that the property diiected by the decree to. 
be sold was the entire share of the mortgagor, which 
utter partition was described as four annas iu mahal 
ti in each village, and that, tho mortgagor had mort- 
gaged his entire share which he desoribed as eight 
gaud a.- in each of the four villages. A SrKHL.U 5.U 
u Utuiu Smuh Bag io 4 . 1 j. 276 ‘IMT 
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EXECUTION — conoid. 

’ Land delivered to decree -holder 

o/ decree --Crops growing, •>/•/ tether pas*. 

Where, in execution of a decree in a title suit, 
possession of land is given to the decree-holder the 
-growing orops pass with t he land - C - Krishna Pro- 
moda Dabi v. Kfdar Nath Bash - 752 

.. .Pardanashin Indy — Fraudulent conduct. 

The mere fact that a judgment-debtor, who is a 
pa rd a na shin lady, keeps her door closed is per se no 
evidence at all of fraudulent conduct on her part, 
unless there is anything to show that she deliberately 
does so or attempts to do so against the executing 
officer. O Si'ghra Begam r. Laciihmi Xahain, 4 
O. L. J. 345 1 399 

1 Set-ofj of Statute-ba rred decree , whether allow* 
able. 

The form of execution by setting off cross-decrees 
is given in the Code of Civil Pioccdure and no 
.equitable considerations can add to or detract from 
the provisions of the Statute. Therefore, a Stature- 
barred decree in favour of the judgment -debt or can- 
not be set off against a decree sought to be executed 
against him. C Muxsub Ali v. Abfioya Char an 

Das, 21 C. W. N. 1147 8 1 6 

FRAUD, decree obtained by, suit to s,et aside - Pie. 
vious relevant decree, whether must be set aside 

607 

FRAUDULENT conduct in execution - Pa rd an ash in 
_ l.ady keeping doors of house shut 399 

GOVERNMENT of INDIA ACT (5 <fc 6 Geo. V, Cit. 
61 ), S. i07 — Revision — High Cotirt, interference by, 
with order under section 147» Criminal Procedure 

• Code ' 715 

• 

GRANT, construction of, in England and Indio — 
Permanent , heritable and transferable tenure — Miner- 
al rights. 

*' When a grant is made by a zemindar of a tenure 
at a fixed rent, even though the tenure may be per- 
.manent, heritable and transferable, minerals cannot 
be held to have formed part of the grant in the absence 
t)f express evidence to that effect. 

*. A Talabi Brahmattar grant does not, by its mere 
tfhai acter, create title to minerals. ' 1 ‘ 

. . The word 'grant,’ as used in legal transactions in 
ffndia is no* to be understood in its technical English 
meaning of a conveyance at conimon- law of re- 
mamders, reversions and incorporeal hereditaments 
Ayhich did not lie in livery or of which livery could 
not be given. PC Sasiii BuusbAx Misra v Jvori 
Prashad Singh Deo, 21 C. W.,N. *77; 15 A. L. .T. 20b 
22 M. L: .t 245;. (1917) M. W. X. 2.2*; 25 C. L J. 265; 

1 P. h. W. 361; 21 M. L. T. 303$ 19 Bom. L. R. 41m 0 
L. W. 2; 44 C. 585 L Y , : ' 139 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM , appointment of -Adverse 
» interest — Consent of guardian 227 

GUARDIAN and WARD -Alienation by guardian, 

' suit for cancellation of, pnd possession — Article 
applicable to suit 664 

GUARDIANS and WARDS ACT (Vtll of 1890 \ 

• S/ 17 — Minor , appointment of, guardian of — Mother , 

' right of ^—Reversioner, right of, as against step-father. 

< An infant minor’s mother, even in case of her re- 
marriage, is the natural guardian of tho person ol the 
minor,. 


GUARDIANS and WARDS ACT— concld. _ 

A reversioner of the deceased father of the minor 
is a tit. person to be appointed guardian of tin* 
property of the minor as'ag.ainst.the new husband of 
.'the minor’s mother, p Ahmad r. Rahmatan‘,'32 P 

W. K 1*17 r |07 

* • • • ' ; w . . ..... .. . 

* - # S. 20 - Contrpct, -to ..set/ jniH.or'g lirujjcvty—- 

^auction — Minor, liability of 

A contract, entered into by a guardian appointed 
as such, under the Guardians- and Wards Aet4o sell 
the minor’s property, with the sanction of tho 
District Judge, at a price higher than that iixed in 
the ^auction, is valid a ml enforceable against .tin,* 
minor. C I.Ii LAtt iauN Mm’s wife r. JaxakiXath 
Sircar 490 


“ Ss. 32, 43— Guardian, suspension of, effect of — 

Court, power of, to suspend gitardian — Construction 
of s. 32. 

The words of section 32 of the Guardians and Wards 
Act arc wide enough to envoi- an order of suspension 
of the guardian by tiie Judge, ns suspension is in 
effect a total restriction for a time of the powers 
of the guardian. 

The suspension of a guardian for a time docs not 
deprive the Court of power to deal with him sub- 
sequently. . 

Until a guardian has actually been removed or 
discharged, he remains a guardian even though his 
powers may have beep dpkailcd and the Court has 
authority under the Acit ' Cq.pftVs such orders 011 him 
as are necessary for'the ; protection of the minor’s 
properly. C Uumila SundAri Dasi r. Rati Kanta 

Saha 397 

% 

• S ?9 (d), (g) — Guardian of minor's person, 

removal of — Marriage of nil nor — Court, dutij of. 

It is no part of a Court’s duty under the Guardians 
and Wards Act to assume direct responsibility lor 
the marriage of a minor. But a ward of Court can- 
not marry without the consent of the Court and if a 
proposed marriage is unsuitable, the Court may 
restrain the marriage, oven though the guardian has 
given his consent. A Mqhammad Fasahat Ullaii r. 

Taiiira Bim , . ' . *36 

* • • 

Ss. 43, 32 — Gu&vdian, suspension of, effect yf 

Court, power olV to suspend guardian — Construc- 
tion of s. 32 397 

HINDU L A W — La nd lo rd and tenant — Lease, perma- 
nent, by head of mutt, validity oi- Suit for possession 
b y s u ncessu r of m a tad h jpa . t 1 1 i — A ( l re rs c posses? ion, pi e^t 
of- Trust— Head of mutt, position of^-Limitatinn 

Act (IX of 1908,1,: P. lOfSch. I, Art: 134. ' 

The head of a mutt- stands in relation to the mutt 
in the position of a trustee.- The assets of the 
mutt are vested in him as the owner of tho mutt in 
irust for the institution itself. 

The head of a mutt cannot, in tho absence of 
necessity, bind his successors-in-officc by a perma- 
nent lease at a tixed rent for all time. 

A lessee, however, holding under a permanent 
lease from a matadhipafhi can perfect his title to the 
permanent lease by adverso enjoyment for more 
than twelve years under Article 13 l of the Limitation 
Act, the permanent leasfe : being a transfer within the 

moaning of the Article. ‘ • r ■ 

The fact of- the lessee’s knowledge as- . to tho 
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restricted interest possessed by the lessor at the 
time of the grant may he an important pieco of 
evidence in judging of what interest the transferee 
contracted to take, but suich knowledge cannot bv 
i'sclt disentitle the transferee to the benefit of 
Article 131- of iho Li million Act. WV Baluswami 
A t Yi'ii c. ViNKUAbWAMv Nakken, 32 M. L. J. 24; 40 
M. 745 531 

Religious ufjicc, appointment to — Appoint- 
ment by compromise, effect of — Compromise of 
doubt J ul claims , applicability of principles of, to 
appointment of successor by head of religious insti- 
tution — Family settlement — Mutt, head of, whether 
trustee — M utadhipat hi, purer* of— Laches in con- 
testing validity of appointment , effect of— Chiniia* 
pat am, nature and duties of— Limitation Act (IX of 
1008), Sch. /, Art. 120. 

The head of a. mutt does not stand in relation to 
the mutt properties iu the position of a trustee in the 
absence of evidence to the contrary, and no suit lies 
to remove him. from offico under section P2, Civil 
Procedure Code. 

The appointment by thejiead of a religious institu. 
l ion of his sucocssor-in-offico iu accordance with the 
usage of the institution is invalid if made as the 
result of a compromise, whereby the appointor either 
averts a danger or socurcs an advantage to himself: 

The Chinnapatam is an .office inferior in sanctity 
to that of the Pandarasannadhi or head of a Mutt 
and the position of the Chinnapatam is analogous to 
that of an ordinary reversioner with a mere spts 
ccessionis dependent on his surviving the Pandara* 
sannadhi who appoints him. 

The cause of action for a suit to remove a person 
from the office of Pandarasannadhi arises from the 
‘late of the vesting of the said offico in him on the 
application of Article 120 of the Limitation Act, and 
not from the date when he was appointed to the 
Chinnapatam office. 

During the progress of litigation between T. and X. 
in which the latter questioned the appointment of 
T. as Pnndurasamiadlii under an alleged forged Will, 
T. entered into a compromise with A r . whereby, in 
consideration ol N. abandoning the contest and 
refraining front putting T. to proof of the Will 
ft appointed iV. to succeed him to the offiee of 
Pandarasanimdbi on his death, and immediately 

appointed him Chinnapatam, giving him large 
properties of the mot?: 

Held, thui t he appoint mmit was. invalid. 

IVr nallc, ( '. .!. - 1 It** principles relating to family 
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HINDU LAW — contd. ' -J 

cured by efflux of time. Jf tho qualifications of a 
person appointed fall little short of those required 
by usage and the appointment is- otherwise 
unobjectionable and is made in the. interest* qf 
tho institution,’ the Court will not interfere with 
the appointment. But the caso is different whoro 
tho appointment is not mado in the interests of ^ho 
iustit ui ion. IVI Kailasam Pillai v. Nataraja Tam. 
iu ran, 32 M. L. J. 271 527 

ADOPTION by minor widow, validity of— 

Ratification .of imperject adoption, legality of- 
Majority Act i/X oj 1875 , s. 2.' 

The age of capacity of a person, whether male or 
female, to make a valid adoption under Hindu Law 
commences at the age of 16, that is, on the com- 
pletion of the 15th year. 

• % ,* * ./I - 

A widow, therefore, lias not the legal discretion to 
adopt a proper boy to her husband before. she 
finishes the 15th year of her age- : 

It is only the widow’s discretion exercised after 
she attains majority and is thus capable of legal 
discretion m civil matters that can validattfthe 
adoption made by her to her husband. The 4iscre- 
tion cannot bo replaced, when she is less than 16 

advice^ gUardian ’ 9 inte,li e ent and disinterested 

Where a widow is directed by her husband to 
adopt a particular boy and she has no discretion 
in the matter, her adoption of that boy, even when 
aho is under 16 years of age, is valid- : f 

An imperfect adoption by a minor widow cannot 
be ratified by her after her attainment of majority 

, Po . r 1 J.— The ratification of an adoption 

should not bo interpreted loosely as covering 
estoppel, which debars tho party fiom denying, or 
conduct, which would establish against him a 
consent when the adoption was made. The only 
<loctr.no that >s akin to it in its relation to mloption 
is the definition ot ratification given bv Lori Watson 

4 m Sf S n ' a, '[. v (1890) 15 a* C. 76, a s the 

confirmation ot an imperfect obligation by .the 

party who was not legally b uud by iV M Koytvm 
^AT riRAju r. Patamsetti Vknkataswami, 32 M. L, J. 

liy, O L. \. (jtt g 

— ALIENATION — Father, transfer by— -Mort- 
gage for legal necessity -Interest, onerous— Mortgagee, 
position of-Court, duty of- Decree on morf££ 
obtained against father alone— Sons, position of. * / 

Whore a Hindu father makes a mortgage for legal 
necessity at an onerous rato of interest, tho sons, 
althouffh bound by the mortgage, oro not bouud by 
tho rate of interest, unless the mortgagee establishes 
that such rate of interest was justified bv the legal 
necessity »f the f a „j| T . if the mortgagee fails to 
fi ne tins fact, the Courts not only have a dis 
. ration but are under an obligation to varv the rate 
,ol interest to u reasonable l : mit. 

M 

% 

Where a decree is obtained by tho mortgagee 
against the mortgagor alone ou the’ basis of a murU 
gage executed by a Hindu father and carrying 
in to lost at an onerous rato, his sous, who were no 
p uties to the said decree, can, in a subsequent suit 
aga nst the mortgagee decree- holder, be granted 
u u to the effect- that if they pay to the mortgagee 
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the principal mortgage. money together with interest 
thereon at a reasonable rare ami costs of Lis suit bv 
a certain date, the mortgage decree shall not lie 
executed against the mortgaged properly, o Sapho 
Char ax Prasad c. Ram It a tan, 4 (). L. J. bOo 369 


ALIENATION 


h 




.... .. mdow — Ret ersioners, 

convent by. 

1 he plaintiffs, who were consenting parties to a 
deed of sale by a Hindu widow' in favour of i lie defend- 
ants purporting to be for legal necessity and which 
contained inaccurate recitals not known to the defend 
ants to be such, induced the defendants, their 
nephews, by their conduct to lav out money for the 
erection of permanent buildings upon tin* lands 
purchased by them, and on their s accession as 
reversioners after the death of the wh’ow, brought a 
suit to recover possession of the lands sold 01 ” the 
gi*ound that there was no legal necessity for the sale: 
'.field, that there was a clear case of estoppel by 
conduct against the plaintiffs and the mere fact that 
.tit the time when the plaintiffs induced their nephews 
to lay out their money, there was a mere sprs 
succcssionis was not a sufficient ground why thev 
should not be bound by the sale. C Bhuijaneswari 
Debi v. Haradhan Biiattachar.tya, 21 C. \ N. 728 

U' — y JOTNT FAMILY — Alienation - Necessity - 
Jlebt incurred by managing members — Liability of 
family. 

Where a debt is contracted on behalf cf a joint 
family governed by the Mitakshara Law by its rr.anag- 
member or members and it is proved that the 
debt -was contracted for the benefit of the joint 
: mi an ^ judgment obtained against such managing 
giember^ or members in respect of such debt is 

l /l? . u P on Hie members, adults and minors, 
the joint property of the family, is liable for the 
satisfaction and discharge of the .same. PAT Mohan* 
Krishna Dar r. IIar Prasad z 

J — Alienation — Sale, suit to set aside , 

y minor member — Consideration, major portion of, 
■Jor legal necessity. 

■ Certain joint family • property was sold by the 

iho er and thp adult brother of a minor member 

.0 a,. joint Hindu family . and it was f und that a 

major portion of the consideration was for legal 

necessity. On a. suit by the minor member to set 
aside the sale: ... 

■ Held, that in justice of the case the sale should 

Btami on payment by the defendant- vendee to the 
p am tiff the amount which was not- required for legal 
necessity. A Chattar r. Chote 269 

. . Alienation by father — Sons , right of, 

? set aside sale Antecedent debt, consideration paid, 
whether constitutes. ; 

„ amoun ^ consideration paid in cash to a 
nindu father at the time of the sale by him of joint 

property, which is not required for the necessity of 

uie family, is not an antecedent debt for which ' the 
are liable on the sale being set aside 

* . e mone y paid to a Hindu father as consideration 

no if f a 6 t * ie ^* me °f Hie sale cannot be regarded 
«s adebt of the father until the sale has been set 
side and the right of the vendee to get back the 
«aie- consideration from the father has accrued. A 
adan Gopal r. Sati Prasad, 15 A . L. J. 425; 30 A. 

00 451 
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.H)INT FAMILY Minor— i.nardiau, natural — 

„ * s “VC— Alienation — Ley, tk necessity— 

Per star ma nee ot gnya saradh of uncle. 

A Hindu minors aunt (father’s brother's wife* is 
not his natural guardian. 

The expenses of the performance of yaga srudh 
ot a Hindu minor's uncle, not being beneficial to 
the minor, do not constitute any legal necessity and 
the minor is not bound to defray f he same. PAT 
Sliia Mahton v. Mi’nsiu Mahton' 525 


Mitakshara — Ancestral property— 
Partition , suit for , by son in father’s lifetime r whether 
maintainable — Partition decree- Minor nnrenre - 
seated in suit, whether bound. 

A suit lor partition of ancestral property . bv a 
M itnkshara son in the lifetime of his far her is 
maintainable. - - ^ ; 

A minor unrepresented in a partition suit, is, in the 
absence of prejudice, bound by the partition decr^h. 
PAT Aj'mih ya Prasad v. Manohar Prasad 131 


Mitakshara —Blending of self.acquir. 
cd pi operty with ancestral property —Effect of entries 
in account books as showing whether fund.; arc joint 

or separate — Evidence Art (I of 1872’, .<?$. 21,32— 

Admission Statement against party's interest, admis. 
Sihlity of. • 

A, a member ot a Hindu joint family, whose home 
was at Lucknow, practised as a Pleader at Hardoi 
and made considerable savings from his professional 
earnings. He eventually became managing member, 
but was all alon# entrusted with the management of 

the joint family property in Hardoi District.' Through- 

out he kept the accounts of the joint property and of 
his own earnings in one account book. He purchased 
sundry properties out of the funds so entered in the 
name of his son-in-law B and stated that he made 
such purchases to provide for B. ■ 

Held, that, bv blending his pm ale earnings with 
the receipts and payments on joint account, he 
showed an intention to make them joint prop' iff: 
but that it. was not conclusive that all purchases 
entered in the book were made for the joint family.- 
and that as regards the purchases in the ntfme of 
B, .4’s statement that they were made to provided 
for B was a statement against his own interest ami 
as such admissible ir evidence, and flint couple { 
with the other evidence in the case ir established B'« 
title to such properties as against the joint familv. 
P C Sc it a.) Narain r. Rata x Lai.. 21 C. \Y. N. 106f; 
20 0. C. 21); 2 P L. W. 160; 33 M. L. J. 180; J5 a. 1 
J 681; 19 Hum. L. R. 737; 22 M. L. T. 121; 26 r. L. J. 
267 988 

- Mitakshara — Mortgage by member — : 

Property to ertent of mortgagor’s interest, whether can 
be made liable — Eyui' y a, isit.o .j"t rn ,cprcs*'utnr>cn 
of authority. 

Where tie- property of a Hindu joint family is 
mortgaged by one of the members ?iot being the 
head of the family for an antecedent debt or proven 
necessity of the joint family, the general law is that- 
the mortgage is not valid at ail, even to riic extent 
of the mortgagor’s interest. 

It is possible, however, that exceptions to this 
general rule may arise from special circumstances, 
e g , from a representation or undertaking by the 
mortgagor that lie had power to mortgage the joint 
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property, P c Lachhman Prasad v. Sarxam Sindh, 
15 A. L. J. 584 2 P. L. W. VP ; 21 C. W. N. 99: 33 M. 
L. J. 39; 19 Bom. L. R. G46; 2*C. L. J. 97; (1917) M. 
W. N. 516: G L. W. 334 284 

JOINT FAMILY — Mitakshara —Partition, 
suit for, dismissed, thrugh right to partition 
admitted Statu s, whether joint or several. 

A In ember of a Hindu joint family instituted a suit 
l/pr P flrfition The suit was dismissed on tho ground 
;yiat though he had a legal right to partition, he had 
in the Judge’s opinion no proper motive for exercising 
that right. Thereafter he mortgaged his share in the 
family property, and on the mortgagee suing on- his 
mortgage he claimed to be still joint: 

Held, that notwithstanding the judgment the mort- 
gagor had become separate from the date of his 
suit and that tho mortgage of his share was valid. 
P C Kawai. Nain r. Bunn Sim;h, 15 A. I,. J. 581* 
•2 P. L. W. 57; 21 C. W N. 986; 33 M. L. J. 42: 19 
Bom. L. R 642; 26 C. L. J. 101; (1917) M. W. N. 514. 
ML. W. 330 . 286 

• Money advanced, by one member— 

' Presumption — Burden of proof 

Where a member of a joint Hindu famiji advances 
money on a mortgage,' the presumption is that tho 
money is advanced from the joint funds and tho 
burden of proving to tho contrary lies on those who 
allege that he advanced tho money out of his self- 
acquired funds. A Punnu v Kousa - 4{,3 

* ■ * t ^ ’ i • * ‘ * **>■ 

7 ; Partition, partial, effect of— Posses. 

sicn of undivided property hy one member Right of 
other members 

Whero after a partial partition of joint family pro- 
perty one member continues. in possession of certain 
properties pot divided between the members of tho 

family, his possession still continues to bo tho 
possession of the othei members of t lie family though 
they may be divided, till some event happens which 
renders his possession exclusive or hostile to the 
others. PAT Jaona.mii Lad r. Biki* Lai. 115 

• • • m • 

— Partition— Presumption— Burden of 

proof— Assignment of property to different sons for 

business purposes, effect of- Property acquired hi, 
member from nucleus of family jwapeity, nature -nf 
. —Acquisition m name of one member, whether exclfi. 

siou — Suit for partition — llidchpot. 

Where a Hindu family has been found to be join 
at; a certain, date the presumption is that it con- 
tinues to be joint, and the onus of proving that there 
wnsn partition or .separation subsequent to that date 
is op the person who alleges it. 

X7n>e mere assignment l,v the father of certain pro- 
perty to his to enable them »o Sturt in business 
en iheif os'.n icceuni hm: not the same effect as a 
l f ’i'MuI u’tisn *>• lliu* joip.f 

\S iii. l-e a family mjranr and tlmre is a nucleus f, . 
whieii property may be acquired, the pre.-um,,. 
uon is that property :.c, fired by any member is 

punr p.ej.erty nml « he t.r proving rl.nr it is- self. 

acquired is "fi those \\ » allege it 

% * 9 

. e.t : II,:, I any p;in;.„l : ,i I u«,»;..iiK„ 1 i,i„ 

U": in "10 <<i ' „„ r .. 'u-ntlu'is ,| wg „ of 

is ,| l0 (<X0 | |lsi 


acquisition of the person or persons named and not 
oi tho whole of the joint .faintly. . 

• * • 

Tn a suit for possession of joint family property by 
■ partition, it appeared that R. the deceased' father of 
t ho pari ies had three sons, one of whom hod received a 
share of tho property and executed a deed renounc- 
ing all further claim thereto on the 25th April 1886 
Subsequently R andhm othertwo sonseontiquedtolive 
together, but some years before 1895 R. gave a house, 
a shop and soqie moveable property to. the plaintiff 
vho thereafter lived separately and conducted * a 
separate business. On the 2Pth October 1895 R. 
oxecuted a Will in which after reciting these facts ho 
bequeathed all his remaining property to the defend- 
ant who was then in possession. On the 4tli April 
1896 the plaintiff sued for a declaration to tho effect 
that this Will should not affect his rights of inherit- 
ancein the property to the extent of a half share. 
This suit, was decreed as it was held that ' there 
had been no formal partition or separation of. the 
plaintiff from the family and he was not, therefore, 
bound by the terms of .the Will. The f plaintiff 
brought this soit for possession of bis sha^e; . ' 

Held, m i Vi that the family having been, found in 

the earlier suit to bo joint and there bejng.no formal 

..partition thereafter, all .property acquired by tho 

defendant out of tho original nucleus- j of ancestral 

property was joint family property, as also was the 

property in the possession of tho plaintiff which 

must be brought into hotch-pot at the time oi the 
partition; " * 1 ' 


- 1 


(2) that the plaintiff was entitled to shaft 
in all the family property which was in tho defend- 
ant s possession as well as in his own possession. ~p 
Nanak l) n a n d v. Lachhman Das, 97 P. W. R. 1917, 
82 P. it. 1917 . 775 

JOIN T F AMI L Y propert y used far join t p u r- 
■Right of one member to build upon joint 
Right of other members . 


poses — 
land - 


Defendant, a member of a joint family, during the 
absence of the plnintiff, . another member of tho 
family, erected a budding on a portion of the joint 
land which had been used for many years by tho 
members of the family for cortain purposes: - •’ 
MMd, that as the portion of the land on which tho 
building was erected was such that neither party 
ounld have exclusive use of it without injury to tho 
other, the plaintiff should have joiut nso of t'hft 
building with the defendant, though the strict right 
of the pluintiff would have boon to have the building 
demolished and to have the land restored Tb its 
original condition as it was before the defendant put 
up tho budding, c Jatinpka Mohan Rat r. Ramrsh 

t iiandra Kat 504 

I i % 1 

“ ' Specific performance — Agreement 

to scll by manager— Minor members, contract on 
behalf and for benefit of ' 143 

PARTITION— Declaration in tcriting qf uni- 
lateral intention to become divided in status s • 
An unequivocal declaration bv a member of an nn 
cim.u-d family of hie intention to be divided in 
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status is sufficient to effect a partition, although 
division by metes and bounds may be deferred. M 

Sikhamani Pandithar d Ammani Ammal 36 

PARTITION— Father or yrandjather , right of. 


to effect 'partition — Share of co-parcener, a iff of, 
validity of. 

The right of a father to partitiou family property 
between himself and his sons and their sons 
includes the right to make sucli partition when the 
sons are dead and the grandsons are living. A 
partition at the will of the father or grandfather can 
only be valid if it is equal and fair. 

Ordinarily a co-parcener cannot make a gift of his 
undivided share; but once the co-parcenary is con- 
verted into a tenancy in common by means of a 
partition, there is no bar to a member of the family 
disposing of his share by gift and it can make no 
difference in law that both the partition and gift were 
effected by means of one and the same instrument. 
M Aiyavier v. Sfbramania Iyer, 32 M. L. J. 430. 
6 L. W. 22 205 

SUCCESSION — Naikins — Daughters and sons 


In the case of a naihin or prostitute dancing girl, 
daughters are preferential heirs over sons. B Java 
Madav Kalavant v. Manjunath Tai- Ciianuu, 19 
Bom. L. It. 320 78 

Sudras— Illegitimate son, rights 


• ^ — 9 ^ r ^ i % 

of— Share, claim for, after partition between father 
and legitimate sons, maintainability of. 

An illegitimate son of a Sudra can, under Hindu 
Law, take a share equal to that of a legitimate son 
at his father’s choice, and, after his father’s death, 
can demand of the legitimate sons a share equal to 
half that of a legitimate son 

Where, however, a partition has already been 
effected between the father and his legitimate sons, 
in which nothing is reserved for the illegitimate 
son, the latter cannot claim his share. 

An illegitimate son does not take a share in his 
father’s estate at birth. IVI Nathamuni Mudali e. 
Parthasaradi Mudali, 22 M. L. T. 39; 6 L. W. 188*: 
33 M. L. J. 203 830 

f 

WAKF — Mahant, power of, scope of — Removal 

of mahant, whether can be effected through 
surrender. 

The head of a religious or charitable institution 
has no power to bargain away his office or alter the 
constitution of the institution of which he is in 
charge. 

Where the right to remove a mahant had never 
rested with the plaintiff in the past: 

Field , that he could not acquire that right or take 
it out of the hands of the Court or other lawful 
authority by inducing the mahant for the time being 
to agree to surrender that right to him. PAT 
Krishna Dayal Gir v. Laldhari Gir 276 

— --WIDOW, compromise of suit by, whether 
binding on reversioners— Adoption, suit to set aside, 
by reversioners in lifetime of widow, whether main - 

tainable. 

A Hindu widow has power to compromise a suit 

so as to bind all the reversioners, provided the com. 

promise is for the benefit of the whole family. 

« 


Where out of collusion or connivance a widow 
fails to have an adoption set aside, the next rover: 
sioners have a right to have it set aside or declared 
invalid during her lifetime. PAT Suxuar Prasad 
Singh v Rambati Kuer 

" IDOW Co-widoivs — Sale of house by otic 
cu-widow— Improvements by vendee— Death of 
vendor— House reverting toother co. widow— Vendee- 
right of, to compensation. . * 

Where a transferee of a house from a co-widow 
chooses to spend a largo sum of money upon the 
house, he does so at hie peril and is not entitled to 
the amount so spent < n the house reverting to the 
other co-widow on the death of the vendor eo-wrdow- 
A Nandi i\ Sarui* Lal, 15 A. L. .1. 509; 39 A. 463 71 

7 — Mortgage by widow Consent given 
by reversioners— Necessity Presumption. 

The consent given by the reversioners to a mort- 
gage executed by a Hindu widow raises -a presump* 
tion of i he existence of legal necessity, even where 
a sum of money is paid to one of the reversioners for 
obtaining his consent C Syam Peauy Dassya v 
Eastern Mortgage & Agency Co., Ltd .. 865 

, rc- marriage of- Forfeiture of pro- 

party granted for maintenance . 

A Hindu widow on her re-marriage, although suclr 
re- mama go is permissible and legal according to (he 
custom of the caste to which she belongs, forfeits her 
interest in the proper ty allotted to her bv a family 
arrangement based upon her right to maintenance 
out of the interest which her deceased husband had- 
in the ancestral estate. 

It would make no difference in her position 
whether section 2 of Act XV of 1856 does or does 
not apply to her case, as that secti >n has not -in- 
troduced any change in the Hindu Law so far as it 
relates to the forfeiture of a widow's interest on her 
re-inarnagc. C Mohamad Umar v. Man Koer • vi 
C. W. N. 906 783 

~ . °f inherited pi'operty without 

legal necessity or consent of reversioners,, validity 
oj — Purchaser, position of 

The sale by a Hindu widow without legal necessity 
or the consent of the reversiouers of property inherit 
ed from her husband, is not void, but is only voidable 

at the instance of the reversioners or persons claiming 
under them. 6 

Obiter.— A purchaser under such a sale is entitled 
to sue in ejectment C Mauendra Ciiandiu Datta ’ 

v. Abuoy (Jharan Sarma 355 

- Surrender Gift- of whole estate to 

presumptive reversioner, validity of. 

A Hindu widow is competent to surrender bv wav 
oi gift the whole of her husband's estate in favour of 
the presumptive reversioner of her deceased husband. 
A Sham Kathi Kai v. Jaichha K unwar, i5A i. t* 
361 ’ , , 7 * 

WILL— Ancestral property - Dispositions in' 

favour of female members, validity of. 

The father in a joint and undivided Hindu family 

can, with the consent of his adult son and with the • 

consent of his relations who arc interested in a 

minor son of his, make valid , provisions bv Will in 

favour of the female members of liis family /provided 

the said provisions are reasonable in extent and ’ 
value. - 
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A disposition by Will of ancestral propel ty may, 
in certain circumstances, stand on the same foot- 
ing as a disposition by deed inter vivos provided the 
consent of the party to be affected is obtained. 
Wi Aitan Patkachariar r. Srimyabacii ariar, 32 
M. L. J. 364; 6 L. W. 544; (1917) M. VV. N. 355; 21 M. 
L. T. 408 1 1 $ 

WILL, interpretation of— Will executed by 


talukdar in favour of person who would not have 
succeeded under the Oudh Estates Act, effect of— 
Absolute estate conferred by Will- Devise, lapse of, 
by death Ulterior disposition becoming operative 
on death of first devisee during lifetime of testator 469 

Sanyasam or asceticism, incidents of 


l \ ill of sanyasi, construction of — lestanicntary 
disposition oj sanyasis proper',,, principles govern - 
nig— Conduct negativing sanyas a m, evidence oj 
lhc essentials of Sanyasam, according to Hindu 
Law, are that the postulant for Sanyasam should 
perform the necessary rites and ceremonies pre- 
scribed by the ftastras, in particular the praji.pa - 
thiycsfiti or ogneshti and the c.i*oja homam , and 
finally relinquish all property and abandon all 
worldly concerns, down to even a desire for them. 
J he relinquishment need not be in favour of any 
particular person, but on c about to become a Sanyasi 
may simply abandon ] n ' s property in which case 
the law will vest it in j n ' 8 heirs. The mere adoption 
of the external symboj s 0 f Sanyasam as the wearing 
of coloured clothes or shaving of the head is not 
enough. 

Hindu text-writers examined. 

A Will made bv a Sanyasi taken effect from its 

execution, as the |> a nyaai becomes dead to the world 

Irom the date of hj s entry into the holv order, and 
not from Ins death 

Evidence may teiiilerecl to show by the conduct 
ot the Sanyasi th, lt } lo ( ]j,i not intend to abandon his 
property and tluq a \yju executed by him during liis 
so-called Sanvasa,,, uas iio j intended to take effect. 
The non -deli very u f *j K . will to the beneficiary named 
in it ana its rote n ho n by the testator is one import- 
ant test shou mg that tlio testator did not intend to 
abandon Ins pro |)lTt> . .imingbis natural life. 

Whcic the \ ,[| 0 f a Sanyasi directs the beneficiary 
under it to pert 0| . m ji , 0 testator’s death ceremonies, 
it negatives th e intention that tlm W ill should take 
effect immediately aj there are no death ceremonies 
to bo performed for a Sanyasi and a subsequent 
codicil will prevail over the earlier Will. IYI Kondol 
I loW v. «WAMI 0 L. w. 147; 0917) M. W r . N. 
383 535 

HINDU LAW .\ yii USA i i K -Ubhavam or festival. 
Jicrfoi nuilicr I<J, bg Jcino'c, rigii t i f. 

The light to perform an ublununn or festival being 
a secu’.ur priviU^e unconn^eti-d with the right to 
honours, a femah is not disqualified by reason of her 
sex from performing an ubhaijam in a temple. 

■ It would ordinarily be the duly of temple authori- 
ties to receive m. me 1 that mnv bo tendered to 
perform a Vest ivul fn*m »\ In. n; soever it may come. 

lhc burden oi proving that none but a male can 
perform an i-'bbiin.nu or festival is on the person 
rotting up such a special cum out. TV! Pamkajammai. 
v. SiiVUUMU oi 5 I.. W.IUOj 32 M. L. J. 2b7; 

21 III. I Hi 516 


HINDU WIDOWS' RE-MARRIAGE ACT- (XV '’of 

1^56;, S. 2, effect of 755 

INTERPRETATION of STATUTE. 

A_ construction which makes a certain provision of 
an Act superfluous is not legitimate when another 
construction explaining the insertion of the pro- 
vision is easily available. M Srinivasa Rakga How 
v. Rajah of Karvetnagar, 6 L. W. 725 811 

INTERPRETATION of STATUTES. 

The rule that where a Statute creates a right and 
provides at the same time a remedy, that remedy 
and no other is available, has n • application to a 
case where a right is not created by the Statute 
but exists independently of it. P Dum Cuaxd r. 
Mohamad Hussain, 22 P. R. 1917. . 220 

Contract Act {IX of 1872 )— Illustration to 

section , value of. . 

The proper course in the construction of a Statute 
is in the first instance to examine the language of tl}Q 
Statute and to ask what is its natural meaning .unin- 
fluenced by any considerations derived from the 
previous state of the law, ..and not ;to start with, 
inquiring how the law previously stood* and then, 
assuming that it wa« probably intended to leave it 
unaltered, to see if the words of the enactment will 
bear an interpretation in conformity with this view; 

The Indian Contract Act does not profess to bo .a 
complete codo dealing with the law relating to 
contracts It purports to do no more than to define 
and amend certain parts of that law. 

A 11 illustration to a section ought uover to be' 
allowed to control the. plain meaning of the section 
itself and certainly' it ought not to do so when tho- 
effect wou'd bo to curtail a right which the Beotian 
in its ordinary' souse would confer. B Shivlad 
Motidai, v. Birdighand Jiykaj, 19 Bom. L. EL 
370 194 

JUDGE and COUNSEL, respective obligations of. 
Obligations of the Bench nnd the Bar and to each 
other discussed PAT Nibaran Chandra-Chatt&rji 
r. Emperor, vHH 7) Pat. 239; 2 P. L. \V. 83; 18 Ca I* J,. 

670 318 

JUDGMENT — Evidence , nature of. 

A Court’s decision must rest not upon suspicion 1 
but upon legal grounds established by legal testi- 
mony P c Mina Kumari Bibi v. Buoy SiKQfi, 32 M. 
L. J. 425; 1 P. L W. 425; 21 C. W. N. 3^5; 5 L W.71I; 
21 M. 1 i. T 344; 15 A. L. J 382; 25 C L. J, 598; 19 
Bom. L. R. 424; U917 M W. N 473: 44 .C. 662 242 


JURISDICTION, irregular exercise of . i* 

Where a Court is properly seized of jurisdiction of 
the subject-matter of a suit aud of the parties, 
orders passed in violation of tho pi o visions of law' 
regulating the further proceedings in the suit jn 
relation to tho subject-matter till tire termination of 
tho suit, cannot be said to be so totally’ without 
jurisdiction as to render them nullities. Sucb an 
order can only amount to a material irregularity in 
bo exercise of jurisdiction. M Tuuljaram How r. 
Go p .\ la AIY4R, 0911) M. W. Jf. 234; 2i M. fcT, 229 
23 M. L. J. 43 1. 61! 


Vel. XL] 

JURISDICTION' — coucld. 


GENERAL INDEX. 


1049 


— —Objection, when to he taken. 

Where in a case which a Court is competent to 
try } the parties, without objection, join issue and go 
to trial upon the merits, the defendant cannot sub- 
sequently dispute the jurisdiction of the Court upon 
the ground that there were irregularities in the 
initial procedure which, if objected to at the time, 
would have led to dismissal of the suit. PAT Mohan 
Krishna Dar v. Har Prasad 2 

——of caste panchayat, whether subject to control 
of Civil Courts, 

The question of the power of the Civil Courts to 
control the jurisdiction of caste bodies purporting to 
ex-communicate or censure caste offenders discussed 
but not decided. P C Govind Das v. Bishambhar 
Das, 15 A. L. J. 6i 9; 33 M. L. J 103; 2 P. L. W. 125- 
21 C. W. N. 1113; 19 Bom. L. R. 707; 22 M. L. T. 132’; 
26 C. L .1. 282; 6 L. W. 494 641 

LAMBARDAR, power of, to grant leases -Co-sharers, 
rights oj — Wajib-ul-arz, construction of. 

Where the wajib-ul-nrz of a village provided that 
before granting leases of vacant lands the lambardar 
should consult the co-sharers of the village- 

Held , that the co-sharers could not claim to avoid 
a bona fide lease merely on the ground that their 
wishes were not consulted before it was given. N 
Harirrasad v. Govindrao, 13 N. L. R. 96 542 

LAND ACQUISITION ACT (I of 1894', Ss. 9, 25- 
Failure to make claim for compensation, effect o/— 
District Judge, power of - Compensation- — Interest, 
whether should be awarded. 

Where an appellant omits to make a claim within 
the meaning of section 9 of the Land Acquisition 
Act, the District Judge is justified in refusing to 
award anything more than the amount awarded by 
the Collector under section 25 of the Act. 

Interest should be allowed on compensation award- 
ed under the Land Acquisition Act, unless there is 
special reason to the contrary. A Ram Prasad v. 
Collector of Aligarh 274 

— S. 9, Cl. (3 — “To the same effect”, meaning 

of — Notice — 'lime, whether allowable , 

The words “to the same effect” in clause (3) of 
section 9 of the Land Acquisition Act mean that the 
second notice should have the same matters men- 
tioned in it including the time, as are mentioned -in 
the first notice. 

Therefore, in the second notice under clause (3) of 
section 9 of the Land Acquisition Act to the occupier 
of the land 15 days should also be allowed to enable 
the occupier to make his objections. A Krishna Sah 
v . Collector of Bareilly, 15 A. L. J. 450 76 

S. 18,Sub-s. 2, Cl. (6) — Reference of Collector 

— Limitation. 

Where before the date of the award, the Collector 
having passed an order that the party should go to 
the Civil Court, the Mukhtear of the party ceased to 
take any further part in the proceedings before the 
Collector and a reference was made more than six 
weeks after but within six months of the award: 

Held, that the reference was within time under 
section 18 (2) (6) of the Land Acquisition Act. C 
Mahendra Chandra Datta v. Abhoy Charan Sarma 

355 

S. 25 * 274 


LAND REVENUE in Bengal and Bihar, date of pug. 

ment of — Arrear, non-payment of, effect of — Sale of 
estate. " 

In Bengal and Bihar the sum of land revenue due 
for Chait- Paisakh kist becomes payable on the last 
day of Baisakh which ordinarily falls between the 1st 
and 15th of May *, from which date it becomes an 
“arrear,” and if this arrear is not paid by the date 
fixed by the Board of Revenue as the latest date of 
payment the estate becomes immediately liable to 
sale PAT Bhirukhi Ojha v. Rajbansi Kuer, 2 P 
L- W. 31 638 

LANDLORD and TENANT — Barga kabuliyat, con- 
struction of — Tenant , whether bound to pay stipulated 
sum as value of crops or their market- value— Evidence 
Act (I oj 1872,», x. 92 — Construction of document — 
Motive of parties, how far relevant. 

A Court cannot ignore the plain terms of a contract 
merely because they appear to be unreasonable. If 
the terms are clear and unambiguous, the Court 
is bound to give effect to them without stopping to 
consider how far they may bo reasonable or otherwise. 

Where a barga kabuliyat (which was headed- “value 
of the crops mentioned in the barga kabuliyat is 
Rs. 25 ) provided that a half share of the crops raised 
on the land shall be made over to the landlord and 
the tenant shall cultivate, sow and weed and do 
other things for cultivating and if he does not 
cultivate, the landlord’s share of the crops will be 
determined by reference to the crops raised on 
the neighbouring fields and if the tenant fails to 
deliver the said crops to the landlord, he shall pay 
Rs. 25 per annum to the landlord on account of, 
the value of the crops and if he does not do so 
the landlord shall be entitled to realise the same 
by instituting a suit in Court: 

Held, (1) that under the terms of the kabuliyat, 
the tenant, if he neglected to deliver to his land- 
lord crops according to the terms of the instrument, 
became liable to pay Rs. 25 per annum on 
account of the value thereof and not their market- 
value; 

(2) that uuder section 92 of the Evidence Act, 
no oral evidence was admissible to show that the 
clause about the payment of Rs. 25 was inserted 
solely for the purposes of registration of the 
document, as it was not so stated on the face of 
the instrument itself: C Basiruddi i\ A fsarannkssa 
Bibi, 21 C. W. N. 860 833 

— Bhaoli danabandi tenant, right of, to remove 
crop. 

__ A bhaoli danabandi tenant can remove the crop 
either to the threshing floor or to his house, provided 
he does so in due course of husbandarv. But before 
he cuts his crop he must give the landlord reasonable 
opportunity of appraising it. FAT Emperor u. Lalu 
Gope, 1 P. L. W. 631; 18 Cr. L J. 637 335 

Construction oj documen t -Kabuliyat— Agree. 

ment to deliver half produce or pay fixed sum - 
Landlord's right to insist upon half produce. 

A barga kabuliyat executed by the tenant-defend- 
ant provided that the tenant shall deliver every 
yeai at the house of the plaintiff at the proper time 
a moiety share, after measurement, of whatever 
crops are grown on the land and if the tenant does 
not deliver the same, then the landlord will be 'coin- 
peteut to realise a sum of Us. 40 on account of value 
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LANDLORD and TENANT— eontd. 


LANDLORD and TENANT— contd. 


thereof by filing a law suit; and itfurther provided that 
of through default of the tenant in properly carrying 
on the cultivation, good crops are not grown, then 
the temnt shall deliver without objection such 
quantity of crops as would be in proportion to the 
output of the neighbouring lands: 

Held , that the landlord was entitled to recover the 
value of half the crops raised on the land and was 
not bound to accept the sum of Rs. 40 as its equi- 
valent. C Kali Kanta Das v. Mohksh Chandra 
Kanta 836 

- Co- shaver landlord , right of, to recover his 

share of rent by suit. 

A co-sharer-landlord can by a suit recover his 
share of the rent when there has been separate 
collection in respect of that share. C Mohendra 
Nath Madak v. Paresh Chandra Ghosh 506 


" — Covenant by tenant not to transfer his 

interest, enforceability of. 

Where there is no condition of forfeiture in a lease, 
a covenant by the tenant not to transfer his interest 
cannot restrain the latter from transferring the 
same, unless proper conditions aie put in for enforc- 
ing the rights of the landlord on a breach of the 
covenant. C Annoda Charan Naya v. Dasarath 
Haldak 444 

- — Decision in rent suit that there is no 
relationship of landlord and tenant— Suit for khas 
possession bv landlord— Res judicata 659 


' Ejectment of under . raiyat on expiry of term 
of kabuliyat — Stipulation for second settlement — 
b n der . raiyat not expressing willingness to carry out 
stipulation, consequence of - Pleadings — Time, whether 
of essence of contract. 

In a suit brought by the plaintiff, a raiyat, to eject 
the defendant, an under-witj/af, on the expiry of 
the term of his kabuliyat which contained a condition 
to the effect that on the expiry of the term of the 
lease the tenant shall take a socond settlement and 
unless he does so he shall have no interest in the land 
the defendant pleaded that the kabuliyat was im- 
properly obtained from him by the plaintiff and ho- 

was, therefore, not bound by t]jc terms thereof, hut ho 
did not say that be was willing to take afresh settle- 
ment nor did he express such willingness until after 
the close of the evidence and apparently when the 
case was being argued: 


Held, that the plaintiff was entitled to a deer 
for ejectment when it was found that the terms of t 
kabuliyat were binding upon the defendant and th 
the defendant was not entitled to plead an equital 
defence against the plaintiffs right to possess t 
land, as he never pleaded that he was ever ready a, 
filling to take a second settlement and did not pro 

tha he was ready and willing to perform l.is P „ 
of the contract. ‘ 

In a case of this nature, time is not of t 
essence of the contract unless it is made so. 
Kahmatl lla Sheikh c. Lsaruddin Sakkak 6' 


- , li ^buliynl, of— Tenure, nat 

'f-- Heritable and permanent— Burden of proof. 

A {^Turnout teouve way bear a variable rent. 


Per Richardson, J. — Qurerc. — Whether a non-tr{tns- 
ferable tenure can be a permanent tenure? 

Per Walmsley, J. — The descent of a tenancy from 
father to eon and then to the son’s widow is not 
enough to establish that the tenancy is heritable. 

A tenant who claims an hereditary right under a 
lease which, does not contain the words “from genera- 
tion to generation” has a heavy onus to discharge. 

The right of alienation though not an essential 
feature of a permanent tenure, is commonly regarded 
as an invariable incident. 

Per Curiam. — Where a tenancy was held for a long 
time and for a period of 70 years out of it only four 
kabuUyats were executed and the tenancy descended 
from father to son and then to the son’s- widow, bat 
the kabuliyats bound the tenant to keep the trees 
intact and restrained him from making any trans- 
fer or partition of the lands and there were no words 
of heritability in tho kabuliyats : . . 

Held, that the tenancy was a non-permanent 
tenure. C Prodyot Coomar Tagore v. Krishna- 
mon i Dasya, 21 C. W. N. 809 513 


— Lease by Government fot 99 year#— Covenant 

not to do any act ‘which may grow to the detriment 
■ or annoyance* of existing tenants — Permanent occu- 
■ pancy rights, implication of —Trusts Act (II of 1882), 
s. 90 — Transfer of Property Act (IV of 1882', $. 43-* 
Tcnancy by estoppel , whcis created — Contemporanea 
expositio, doctrine of, applicability of,. 

The doctrine of contemporanea expositio must.be 
restricted to the acts and conduct of the grantor 
beginning contemporaneously with the grant and; 
continued for a long course of years and should not 
be extendod to acts and conduct done, say, 40 years 
after the date of grant. ; 

Government, which absolutely owned certain 
lands, leased them to tho plaintiffs. On the date ; 
of the lease, there wore tenants already on the land.. 
One of the torms of the lease which the plaintiffs*. 

obtained on renewal and on whlioh date the tenants. 

• « • 1 

claimed permanent rights of ocoupancy) was that tho 
lessees will not do any act “which may grow to the 
grievance or damage of the Government of India or, 
tho Government of Madras or their tenants.” Subse-. 
quent to tho grant, one of the grantees described 
lnmself as a mirasidar in the pattas granted to the 
tenants and 11 years before the renowed lease one 
of the lessees recognised the right of permanent 
occupancy in tho tenants and issued pattas in 
recognition thoreof: 


Held, that this covenant was tho usual one in 
English indentures creating leases by which the 
lessor protects himself against tho acts of his lessees 
which might injure other tenants of his, andoouldnot 
be construed as conferring permanent rights, of joocu-' 
pancy on tenants in the occupation of the land. 

Held, also, that it could not bo said in the oircuup. 
stances of this case that the plaintiffs represented, 
themselves as acting on behalf of these tenants a ls<* 
or over did represent these tenants when or before 
they obtained a renewal of tho loaso from Govern- 
ment and that in such circumstances, thoy could not* 
be presumed to have secured an advantago which they 
imlst hold for tho boneht of tho tenants as trustees- 

under section 90 of the Indian Trusts 4ot. 
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LANDLORD an d TENANT— contd. 

. Where land reallv belongs to Government, no 
question of estoppel and no question under section 
43 of Act IV of 1882 arise so as to interfere with 
the rights of the subsequent grantee from the Gov- 
ernment. 

A tenancy by estoppel cannot be created where 
the act of the landlord which is relied upon and 
which created a lesser right than the land- 
lord represented himself to be-entitled to create, did 
confer upon the tenant a right as lessee for some 
term, however short. IY1 Swamixatha Mthali t\ 
Saravaxa Mudali, 33 M. L. J. 370 581 

•*“- — Lease, construction of — Agreement not to 
■ vary rent until actual measurement —Bengal Tenancy 
Act ( VIII B. C. of 1885), s. 52, applicability of. 

Where by a permanent lease, a piece of land 
described as a plot of one thousand bighas , then in 
jungly state, was let out rent free for six years and 
thereafter at a progressive rent rising to 8 annas 
per bigha , and the lease provided that the tenant 
shall pay Rs. 500 every year, and after the rent- 
free period and the period of progressive rents 

were over, on a measurement being made , 

for land found to be in excess the tenants should pay 
additional rent at the above rate from the time of 
the measurement and should from that time get an 
abatement at the above rate for land which was 
found to be less, and the tenant or his heirs or 
successors should never have to pay any additional 
jama for the above lands, and the landlord or his 
heirs and successors should never receive or be 
entitled to receive any additional jama: 

Held, ( 1 ) that upon a proper construction of the 
lease what was demised was the land lying within 
the boundaries mentioned in the schedule to the lease 
at Rs. 500 per annum, with an option to the tenant 
or the landlord to have an actual measurement made 
qf the land, and until that was done the rent was 
fixed at Rs. 500 per annum; 

(2^ that section 52 of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
did not apply because the lease was a permanent 
one, but that when the measurement would be 
actually made the tenant or the landlord would get 
the benefit of section 52 according as the measure- 
ment showed the land to be less or more than one 
thousand bighas . C Raj Kumar Missra v. Rama 
Nath Singha 494 

* Lease — Lessee , holding over , whether bound 

by conditions of lease — Thekadar, position of — 
Ejectment without landlord’s consent, whether per- 
missible — Tenant , knowledge of. 

A lessee holding over after the expiration of the 
lease is bound by the conditions of the lease. 

A thekadar cannot issue a notice of ejectment 
without his landlord’s permission, if his powers are 
in that respect restricted under the terms of the 
theka , irrespective of the fact whether or not such 
restriction is known to the tenants. U P B R 
Parmeshae Dat v. Bisheshar, 4 0. L. J. 146 4 1 

———Lease, permanant, by head of mutt , validity 
: of — Suit for possession by successor of matadhi- 
pathi — Adverse possession, plea of . $31 


LANDLORD and TENANT— contd. 


Mokhasa holding— Rent*— Co-sharer tenants , 

liability of , , nature of— Fractional sharer, right of, to 
pay proportional rent— Burden of proof— -Kattubadi, 
suit for — Interest on arrears, claim for — Madras Rent 
Recovery Act (17/1 0/1S65), 37 —Rent payable by 
instalments — Limitation — Receipt for payment of rent , 
form of — Evidence. 

The liability of co-sharer tenants in a mokhasa 
holding to pay rent to the landlord is joint and 
several. 

The onus of proving that the landlord, by Lis con- 
duct, treated each fractional sharer as liable only for 
a proportionate share of the rent, and released each 
of the fractional sharers from liability for the rest of 
the mokhasa kattubadi rent lies on the part? setting it 


up. 

The release of one or more of joint obligees of 
his or their liability in one year cannot affect their 
joint and several liability for the rents of the subse- 
quent years unless there has been a cout ract as between 
the landlord and all the joint tenants to divide a joint 
holding and the total rent in definite shares or 
unless there have been several such agreements 
between the landlord and each of the several joint 
tenants by which the landlord relinquished his right 
to proceed against that tenant in all future years for 
more than a particular fraction of the total rent. 

The party, therefore, who sets up that the joint and 
several liability which once existed has been split up 
so as to oblige the lessor to sue the separate sharers 
for only specific fractions of the rent, ought to prove 
by cogent evidence the number of shares into which 
the holding was put up and the definite rent payable 
by each such sharer and the agreement of the land- 
lord to substitute several liabilities for the original 
joint and several liability. 

Section 37 of the Madras Rent Recovery Act 
(VI It of 1865) which provides for interest at 12 
per cent, per annum on arrears of rent due, is 
applicable to claims for rent of the nature of 
kattubadi. I 

• In a suit for kattubadi brought before the 
Madras Estates Land Act came into force, the 
relation between the parties is governed by the Madras 
Rent Recovery Act, VIII of 1865, and the landlord is 
entitled to interest on arrears at J2 per cent, per 
annum till date of suit. 

The decree should provide for subsequent interest 
at 6 per cent. 

A landlord cannot stipulate with his tenant that 
only a particular form of receipt for payment would 
be accepted if tendered as evidence in Court. 

Where rent for a particular fasti is payable in 
instalments, the cause of action for rent due* for that 
fasli accrues only from the date on which the last 
instalment becomes due. IY1 Penumrtsa Bapiraju 
v. Gopisftti Narayaxaswami Naidu 590 


— — Mortgagee of lease-hold interest, liability of, 
for rent to lessor — Privity of estate - Privity of 
contract — Sub-lessees, rights and liabilities of 841 
Non-transferable occupancy holding —Pur- 
chaser in execution of money-decree not recognized 
by landlord — Suit for recovery of possession by pur- 
chaser against another purchaser recognized by land-, 
lord, 
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LANDLORD and TENANT-contd. - 

Plaintiff, who had purchased a uon-transfcrablo 
occupancy holding in execution of a inonoy-decreo 
but had not hecu recognized as a tenant by tho 
landlord, brought, a suit to recover his possession 
from tho defoudanl, who was in possession under a 
fictitious purchase from the widow of the ryot 
ami who was accepted and treated by the landlord 
as a tenant: 

Held, that the plaintiff could not get a decree 
against the defendant, as the latter had been accept- 
ed and treated by the landlord as the tenant and that 
such treatment amounted to a settlement. C 
Janaki Nath Saha v. Kailash Chandra Sinoha 

498 

— . " —Occupancy tenant , whether can relinquish 
rights without relinquishing land. 

An occupancy tenant cannot, without relinquishing 
the land, relinquish his rights as occupancy tenant 
in tho land and still remain a tenant under some 
other tenure. U P B R Shankar Khan Dat Puri 
r Shko Singh, 4 O. L. J. 158 48 

■ Permanent tenure— Registered lease, necessity 

oj . 

A permanent tenure cannot be created under the 
Rengnl Tenancy Act or any other Act except by a 
registered instrument, even where the land is agri- 
cultural land situate outside a town and let out for 
the purpose of growing thatching grass. 

Therefore, a person who enters upon land as a 
tenant, cannot set, up a permanent tenure unless his 
lease is registered in accordance with law. C Hasis- 
wari Debi v Hari Nath 100 

Purchaser of lossee’s interest, liability of, to 

pay interest stipulated in lease— Interest on arrears 
of rent, whether payable down to date of decree 
in rent suit 758 

Purchaser at revenue sale— Sale set aside — 

Purchaser , right of, to recover rent. 

A purchaser of an ijmali share of an estate at a 
revenue sale, which is subsequently set asido at tho 
instance of the original proprietors, is nevertheless 
entitled to realise ivnts from the tonants until tho 
recovery of actual possession by tho decree-holders. 
PAT Abdul Kazzak v. Baijnath Goknka, 2 P. L. j! 

383 „ 426 

Rent payable partly in money and partly in 

paddy— Tenant, right of, to pay price of paddy — 

Construction of kabuliyat— Speculation whether 
permissible. 

Where a tenant agreed by a kabuliyat to pay 
rent partly in money and partly in paddy and 
on his failure to deliver the paddy, to pay a certain 
sum as the juice thereof: 

Held, that the kabuliyat gave a right to tho 
tenant to pay rent partly in money and partly in 
padd) if ho liked and if he did not like to deliver 
paddy, he could pay the rent altogether in money 
by paying the amount mentioned as its price- 
but that lie was not liable, in default of deliverimr 

defa!m dy ’ t0 Pay murket * va,uc a t tho time of the 

In .uch a case tho ri s l,t ami liability of tho tenant 
must depend upon tho consmietion of the contract 
ami the construction of tho contract only, and a 
Court has no right to make any speculation „ <* 


LANDLORD and TENANT— concld. 

whether tho amount mentioned in the kaluliyat as 
the price of tho paddy has been put in for tho purpose 
of fixing the stamp duty and the registration fee. 
C Nii.mapitab Mahatatra r. Keshab Lal Mahapatra 
26 C. L. J. 91 819 

■ ■ Sale of portion of non-trausfcrablc occupancy 

holding — Surrender, subsequent — Landlord , right of, 
to eject purchaser . 

Per Chatfcrjce , J. — A tenant has no right to surren- 
der a portion of a non-transferablc occupancy holding 
after he has transferred the same to a purchaser, 
and the landlord has no right to eject such purchaser 
on accepting such surrender. 

Per Ncicbould, J. — A sale of a portion of a non-trans- 
ferable holding docs not create an incumbrance on 
the tenancy within the meaning of section 86 (6) 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

The position of a tenant of a holding not trans- 
ferable without the landlord’s consent is similar tb 
that of an English tenant, who has made a covenant 
not to transfer. 

Where a tenant after having transferred a portion 
of an occupancy holding not transferable by custom, 
surrenders that portion to tho landlord, and takes 
a now settlement of the remainder of the holding, 
his act oporates in law as an implied relinquishment 
of the holding, so as to entitle the landlord to eject 
the purchaser of tho portiou. C Zamir Munshi r. 
Bisseswari Df.bia, 25 C. L. J. 480 544 

Service tenure -Tenant refusing to perform 

service, consequences of 348 

Tenant paying rent to la ndloi'd after interest 

transferred Bengal Tenancy Act ( VIII B. 0. of 
1885), $. 72 — Transfer of Propeiiy Act (IV of 
1882 ‘, *. 60. 

A payment of ront by a tenant to his landlord 
after tho latter’s interest has been transferred is 
valid as against the transferee, unless the transferee 
has before the payment given notice of the transfer 
to the tenant, oven though such payment is not made 
in good faith within the meaning of seotion 60 of 
the Transfer of Property Act. C Jharu Charan 
Maity v. Sridam Chandra Mahapatra 655 


— Pa ram tenure — Cesses claimable as rout* 
levy of, conditions of — Kang un am, lovy of, legality 
of — Recognition of rights by Court— Subsequent 
non-enforeement -Abandonment, presumption of 

159 

LEASE— Duty of lessor to put lessee in possession — 
Notico to tenants, whothor sufficient. 684 

— Heritable rights — Lessee holding over, position of. 

A lease was granted for thirty years at a fixed rent, 
which was to bo increased at the end of tho term if 
the revenue was increased. There was no mention 
whatover of hereditary rights: 

Held, that the tenure created by the lease was not 
heritable except possibly for the unexpired period 
of the thirty yoars. 

In tho case of an ordinary lease for a term of 
years whou tho lessee is allowed to hold on after 
tho lease has come to a conclusion, the result is not 
that he is to hold on for his lifetime but he is merely 
treated as holdiug from year to year. U P B R 

Kamkshar v. Abbas Au Khan, 4 0. L, J. 191 H6 
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LEASE — conoid. 

Purchaser of lessee’s interest, liability <»/’, to pay 
interest stipulated in lease — Interest on arrears uf 
rent , whether payable down to date of decree in 
rent suit. 

The purchaser of a leasehold is bound to pay 
interest on the rent falling into arrears at the rate 
stipulated in the contract of lease. The contractual 
rate ought to be allowed by the Court from the date 
of institution of the suit down to the date of the 
decree C Amulya Chandra Hoy v. Shiva Krishna 
Bose 768 

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS, duty of, in accepting pro. 
fcssional engagements. 

In modern times the tendency is to expect from 
the legal profession a greater amount of care aud 
conscience in accepting engagements than was done 
in the days of Lord Erskine or Lord Brougham. M 
Naganatha Sastri v. Subramaxia Iyer, 32 M. L J. 
392; 5 L. W. 69*: 21 M. L. T. 324 i26 

LETTERS PATENT, (Mad.),S. 15— High Court, inter- 
ference by, with order under s. 147, Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code 7 15 

LIBEL — Caste dispute — Pancliayat, resolution of, pub- 
lication of — Privilege , whether destroyed by irregula- 
rity in passing resolution. 

B y the chotvdhri or chairman of a caste panchayat, 
circulated to the other members of the caste a 
resolution of the panchayat suspending social relations 
with G.’s family. In an action for libel brought by 
O. against B. it was contended that O. had no 
proper notice of the meeting of the panchayat and 
that in consequence the passing of the resolution 
was contrary to natural justice, and B. was not 
privileged in publishing it. It was found that the 
notice was duly given: 

Held , tli at B: s privilege was not affected or 
rebutted by any defect in the notice to O' 

To defeat or rebut privilege, the law does not 
recognise anything short of actual or express malice 
in the publication of the matter which is charged 
to be libellous. P C Gobikd Das v. Bishambar Das, 
15 A. L. J. 629; 33 M. L. J. 103; 2 P. L. VV. 125: 21 C. 
W. N. 111?; 19 Bom. L. R. 7i 7; 22 M. L. T. 132; 26 
C. L. J. 282; 6 L. W. 494 641 

LICENSE — Licensee denying licensor’s title — For • 
feiture. 

A licensee in possession does not, like a tenant, by 
denying the title of the grantor of the license, forfeit 
the license and become liable to immediate eject- 
ment. A Akbar Ali Khan v. Shah Muhammad, 15 
A. L. J. 592 443 

LIMITATION - Construction of document— Bond au- 
thorising suit on default of payment of j early 
interest or of principal after fixed period — Suit for 
principal sum - Cause of action * 229 

Sipt for accounts against administrator 860 

LIMITATION ACT 'XV of 1377), S. 2, Sen. If, 
Arts. 142, 144 — Dispossession — Exclusive adverse 
possession. 

The Limitation Act of 1877 does not define the 
term “dispossession”, but its meaning is well settled. 
A man may cease to use his land because he can- 
not use it, since it is under water. He does not 
thereby discontinue his possessiop; constructively 


LIMITATION ACT (1877)— concld. 

it continues until he is dispossessed, and upon the 
essation of the dispossession before the lapse of the 
etatutory period, constructively it revives. 

There can be no discontinuance by absence of use 
and enjoyment, when the land is not capable of use 
and enjoyment. Similarly there can be no continu- 
ance of adverse possession, when the land is not 
capable of use and enjoyment, so long as such 
adverse possession must rest on de facto use and 
occupation. When sufficient time has elapsed to 
extinguish the old title and start a new one, the new 
owner’s possession continues until there is fresh 
dispossession and revives as it ceases. P C Basanta 
Kumar Hoy r. Secretary of State, 32 M. L. J. 505; 

21 C. W. N. 642: 15 A. L. J. 398; 1 P. L. W. 593; 

25 C. L. J. 487; 19 Bom. L. R 480; (1917) M. W. 

N. 482; 6 L. W. 117; 22 M. L. T. 310 337 

LIMITATION ACT IX of 1903', S. 3 358 

• S. 3 — Limitation, question of, whether can be 

raised at any stage — Court , duty of. 

1 he question of limitation can by law be raised at 
any stage of the proceedings and it is always a Court’s 
duty, whether it is raised or not, to see whether the 
claim is barred. PAT Anagrahit Ram v. Sitaram Das 

661 

S. 5 —Bona fide mistake — Extension of time. 

If a man chooses to adopt his own methods of 
calculation and files his appeal on the last possible 
day according to that method, he has only himself to 
thank if his method of calculation is erroneous. N 
Salamsingh v. Hira, 13 N. L. R. 89 425 

— Ss. 6, 7— Statutory bar, effect of— Extinction 

of right — Bar against adult brother , when affects 
minor under disability — Scope and applicability of 

*. 7. 

Section 7 of the Limitation Act contemplates the 
existence in two or more persons of a joint ri"ht 
and a joint cause or causes of action in support of a 
single suit. Where two brothers have got the same 
cause of action (that is, where all the material allega- 
tions giving rise to a right of suit are the same', 
where the whole right litigated and the nature of 
the entire claim litigated are the same, and where, 
under such circumstances, the elder brother could 
institute a suit for himself and hie younger brother 
on that joint right and joint cause of action, section 
7 would become applicable and would bar the younger 
brother’s right when the elder brother’s became 
barred. The mere fact, however, that, under Order I 
rule 1, Civil Procedure Code, a person suing for him- 
self and praying for one particular remedy could 
have joined in that suit another cause of action 
vesting in his minor brother for whom he could have 
acted as next friend will not bring the suit within 
the ambit of the section. M Kandasami Naickex v 
Irusappa Naickex, 33 M. L. J. 113; 6 L. W. 126- 22 
M. L. T. 163; (1917) M. W. N. 589 664 

S. 10 —Administrator, whether trustee. 

An administrator in whom no special trust is 
vested for a specific purpose is not a trustee within 
the meaning of section 10 of the Limitation Act. 

PAT Janardhan Prosad i\Jan*ibati Thakit.ajn 860 
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LIMITATION ACT (1908) — contd. 

— — — — S. 10 -“Assign for valuable consideration 

A purchaser in Court auction is an “assign for 
valuable consideration' - within the meaning of section 
10 of t he Limitation Act, although he knows he i 3 
purchasing trust properties in which his alienor has 
only a limited interest. 

The omission of the words ‘good faith’ from section 
10 of the Limitation Acts of 18/7 and 1908 is a 
clear indication that an “assign for valuable con- 
sideration” under that section need not have acted 
in “good faith”; it is enough if he pays valuable con- 
sideration. That intention is also clear from Article 
134 of Schedule I of the Limitation Act. That 
Article does not apply to the case of si purchaser in 
Court auction. IY1 SlBHAIVA PaNDAKAM V. M A HAMAD 
Mustapha Maracayar, 21 M. L T. 62; 5 L. W. 690; 
32 M. L. J. 85 50 

S. 10, Sen. I, Art. 131 531 

— Ss. 12,5 — Time requisite for obtaining copies 

' J Application on day of delivery of judgment — 

Exclusion of day twice over, uhether permissible — 


Bona fide mistake. 

Where copies of a decree and judgment are applied 
for on the same day on which judgment is pro- 
nounced, the appellant is entitled to exclude that day 
from the period of limitation only once, as the day 
on which judgment is pronounced. 

The period of limitation, with reference to the pro- 
vision as regards time for obtaining copies, means the 
period of limitation beginning to run from the day 
after the delivery of judgment, and, therefore, no 
portion of time previous to this period can bo 
deducted as time requisite for obtaining copies. N 
Salamsivgii v. Hira, 13 N. L. R. 89 425 

— — S. 14— Suit filed in wrong Court -Good 
faith — Limitation , saving of. 

A suit which ought to have been filed in the Court 
of Small Causes was filed in the Court of a Munsif 
and the munsarim of that Court certified that the 
plaint was one within the jurisdiction of the Court 
of the Munsif. A few days afterwards the Munsif 
transferred the case to another Court which decreed 
the suit ex parte. On an application by the defendant 
the ex parte decree was set aside and on trial of the 
suit the Munsif returned the plaint to be filed in 
the proper Court, as the Munsif’s Court had no 
jurisdiction to try it. The plaint was filed in the 
Small Cause Court next day and the plaintiff was 
met with a plea of limitation; 

Held , that inasmuch as the plaintiff had acted 
throughout in good faith he was entitled to the 
benefit of section 14 of the Limitation Act. A Ford 
and Macdonald, Ltd. v. Mkykk, 15 A. L. J. 573 447 
S. 15 — Attachment of decree before judgment , 
whether stay of e recut ion. ’ 

An attachment before judgment is not an injunc- 

tion or order staying execution within the meaning 
of section 15 of the I. imitation Act, no matter 
whether the subject-matter of the attachment is a 
decree or any other property. C Muxsur Ali v 

Ariiova Charax Das, 21 O. \V.*N. 1147 816 

ri. 18, Sen. 1, Art. 62— Fraud, effect of— 

Limitation. 

The period of limitation for the recovery of 
money payable by the defendant to the plaintiff for 
money received for his use is three years from the 
date when the money was received. Hut if the know- 


LIMITATION ACT (1908) — contd. • ' . 

ledge of the plaintiff’s right to institute the suit Iran 
been kept from him by the fraud of the defendant, 
under section 18 of the Limitation Act, the period of 
limitation runs from the date when the fraud first 
becomes known to the plaintiff. A Lakiipat Pand*y 
1 Jang Bahadur Paxdey • •••37 

— S, 20 — Payment of principal by guardian-, for 
benefit of minor — Minor , liability of. 

W here a payment of money due under a mortgage 
bond is made by the de facto guardian of a minor in 
order to avoid the immediate bringing of a suit on the 
bond against the minor, the period of limitation is 
extended under section 20 of the Limitation Act as 
against the minor. PAT Gita Prosad Singh v. 
Rag ho Singh, 1 P. L. W. 777 ' 809 

S. 21 (bj — Part-payment — Payment of inter - 

est by one heir t whether binds other heirs. 

Payment of interest by one of his heirs on a debt 
due by a deceased person doos not save limitation 
as against the other heirs. L B Yagappa C HETTY. i\ 
Mahomed 858 

0 

S. 28 — Bar of limitation —Extinction of debt. 

The provisions of the Limitation Act should be 
construed strictly. Limitation is not extinction 
and the bar created by it does not operate to dis. 
charge a debt except in the particular circumstances 
of section 28. IYI Natiiamuni Pillai v, Vexgammal, 
5 L. \V. 593 • 358 

Sen. I, Arts. 44, 144, Ss. 6, 7, 28— Guardian 

and ward— Alienation by guardian , suit for cancella- 
tion of, and possession — Article applicable to Suit- 
Statutory bar , effect of — Extinction of right — Bar 
against adult brother , when affects minor under 
disability — Scope and applicability of s. T- Alienee, 
claim of prescriptive title by— Child in \§omb, rights 
of — Hindu Law — Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 
1908*, O. /, #•. 1 — Son-joinder of minor brother in 
suit to set aside alienation, effect of. 

An alienation by a guardian ought to be set aside 
by a ward by instituting a suit within the period 
mentioned in Article 44 of the Limitation Act and 
till it is so set aside, the title vests in the alienee* 
Though Article 44 describes the suit to be brought 
bv the ward as a suit merely to set aside the' transfer 
of his property by his guardian, if the transferee has 
obtainod and is in possession and the ward has, there- 
fore, to add a prayer for possession, Article 44 alone 
still applies to the suit, though it is brought for 
both reliefs. 

On failure of the ward to sue to set aside the 
alienation within 3 years of his attaining majority 
under Article 44 of tho Limitation Act, his right to 
the property is wholly extinguished under section 28 
of tho Act and title vests exclusively in the alienee 
from that date. 

A person whose right to set aside an alienation is 
barred under Article 44 cannot avoid it as defendant 
by denouncing it in a suit for possession brought by 
the alienee 

Plaintiff purchased certain lands from the mother 
of defendants Nos. 2 and 3 in 1893. The vendor 
described herself in the sale-deed as tho guardian of 
the 2nd defendant aloud, who was then 8 years 
old. The 3rd defendant was in her wombat tho tiaiO* 
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LIMITATION ACT (1908)— coutd. 

The 2nd defendant sold the same lands to the 1st 
defendant in 1903 himself and as guardian of his 
minor brother, the 3rd defendant. The plaintiff was 
in possession till 100.3, when he was forcibly ejected 
by the 1st defendant, plaintiff brought the present 
Buit in July 1912 for recovery of the properties from 
1st defendant. The 2nd defendant attained majority 
in 1903 and the 3rd defendant attained majority 
about the end of 1911: 

Held , (1) that as the 2nd defendant’s right to sue 
to set aside the alienation by his .mother became 
barred in 1906, the title vested in the plaintiff and ; st 
defendant, who acquired no title by his purchase, 
could not oust the plaintiff and that plaintiff was 
^entitled to 2nd defendant’s share in the property; 

(2) that as the 3rd defendant was in his mother’s 
womb at the date of sale to plaintiff and the mother 
did not act as his guardian, the 3rd defendant’s 
rights were not transferred to plaintiff, who could not 
claim a title by adverse possession; 

(3 that 3rd defendant’s right to the property was 
not extinguished by reason of the 2nd defendant 
having been barred under section 7 of the Limitation 
Act, as the interests of the 2nd and 3rd defendants 
were split up by the sale to plaintiff and were not 
identical IYI Kandasami Naicken v . 'Trusappa 
Naickkn, ?3 M. L. J. 309 664 

* — — Sou. I, Art. 44 — Joint family — Alienation — 

Suit by minor member to declare alienation invalid 
— Limitation, 

Article 44 of Schedule I of the Limitation Act has 
no. application to a suit by a minor member of a 
joint' undivided Hindu family on attainment of 
majority to declare that an alienation made by his 
natural guardian is not valid and is not binding upon 
him. M Appanna Prasada Panda v. Appanna 
Maiiapatro, 6 L. W. 374 145 

. Art*. 44, 144 — Joint Hindu family 

— Alienaticn by manager of minor co-parcener’s -pro- 
perty, describing himself as minor s guardian- — Suit 
for possession after majority , nature of — Guardian 
a nd wa ) d — Lim itat ion. 

Article 44, Schedule I, of the Limitation Act applies 
to cases in which a person acts as a guardian of a 
minor in respect of property in which he has indivi- 
dual rights of ownership. 

A suit by a member of a joint Hindu family for 
possession of property alienated by the manager 
during the plaintiff’s minority describing himself as 
the guardian of the minor, is not a suit to set aside 
a sale by a guardian to which Article 44 of the 
Limitation Act applies, but is one for possession of 
immoveable property within the meaning of Article 
1*4. WI Thirupatiii Raju v. Venkataraju 418 

-Art. 62, applicability of. 

Article 62 of Schedule I to the Limitation Act 
applies to a suit for money payable by the defendant 
to the plaintiff for money received by the defendant 
for the plaintiff’s use, even where the defendant at 
the time when he received the money did not intend 
to pay it to the plaintiff. 

■ The operation of the Article is attracted, if it is 
established that the money received by the defendant 
is money which belongs to the plaintiff, and is repay, 
able to him in justice, equity and good conscience. 

C hAh V. FUJiO JUTH 173 


LIMITATION ACT (1908)— contd. 


breach of — Limitation 

•Art. 89 — “ Moveable 


— — — Sen. I, Art. 62, applicability of — Suit by 
one brother against another for partition of cash left 
by their father. 

Article 62 of the Limitation Act does not apply to 
a claim for a share of the cash forming part Of ‘the 

estate to be divided between co-heirs. P Muhammad 
Hamid Ullah Khan /*. Muiiammad Majid Ullah 
Khan 374 

■ Arts. 64, 89, llo — Suit for recovery 

of money found due on accounts taken and adjusted— 
Limitation- 1 ' Moveable property ”, whether includes 
money. 

Where the accounts of an agent have been taken 
and adjusted and a specific sum has been found due 
from the agent to the principal, the principal becomes 
entitled to sue forthwith for its recovery and the 
position is not altered, even if the agent continues 
thereafter to hold his office as agent of that principal. 
A suit of this description falls under Article 64 or 
Article 1 15 of the Limitation Act. 

Where accounts have been rendered by an agent, 
Article 89 of the Limitation Act has no application 
to a suit by the principal against the agent for 
recovery of money found due on such accounts a ft 
the suit contemplated by Article 89 is a suit* in 
which accounts have to lie taken. C Kesho Prosad 
Singh v. Sakwan Lal, 25 C. L. J. 335; 21 C. W. N. 

691 359 

Art. 68— Bond, suit on— Condition. 

235 

property 

Article 89 
C Kesho 
J. 335: 21 

359 

Arts. 97, 62— Ea rnest money , suit 
for , on contract for sale of land— Limitation. 

A suit for the recovery of an advance paid under a 
contract for sale of land on the Court’s refusal to 
decree specific performance is governed bv Article 
97, and not by Article 62 of the Limitation Act. IYI 
Bommanaboyina Kotinagulu v. Ramaraju Ankayya 
6 L. W. 44; (1917) M. W. N. 447 893 

1 ““ — ■ Art. 115 — Suit tor recovery of money 

found due on accounts takeu and adjusted 359 

Art. 116 594 

Art. 120 627 

Art. 125 — Mortgage forming con- 
sideration for sale, suit in respect of. 

-A widow mortgaged certain lands of her husband 
by way of conditional sale in S9J. In 1901 she sold, 
the land to the mortgagee in consideration of the 
mortgage money. More than twelve years after 
1891 plaintiffs, as reversioners of the last male holder, 
sued for a declaration that the sale shall not affect 
their reversionary rights: 

Held, ( 1) that the suit as regards the validity of 
the mortgage was barred under Article 125 of" the 
Limitation Act, having been brought more than twelve 
years after the execution of the mortgage; 

(2) that the mortgagee having failed to take pro. 
ceedings under Regulation XVII of 1806, there was ’ 
no necessity for the widow to convert the mortgage 
into a sale. P Rajindra Singh c. Abdul Giuni, 25 

P. H. 1917 63 


whether includes money. 

The expression “moveable property” in 
of the Limitation Act includes money. - 
Prosad Singh v. Sarwan Lal, 25 C. L. 
C. W. N. 591 
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LIMITATION ACT (1908)- contd. LIMITATION ACT (1808)— concld. 


Sen. I, Art. 131, scope of. 

Article 13 1 of the Limitation Act means no more 
than this that if a party entitled to claim malikana 
is refused the enjoyment of his right after demand, 
he must establish his right by suit brought within 
twelve years from the date of such refusal. The Article 
does not apply where the plaintiff has already in a 
former suit obtained a decree declaratory of his 
titK PAT Saiyiduddin i*. Avadh Behaki Singii, 2 P. 

L. W. 61 86 4 

Akt. 134. applicability of. 


So long as the legal title is transferred to the pur- 
chaser and possession given to him, whether such 
title is transferred by virtue of the legal estate 
vesting in the trustee or mortgagee or by virtue of a 
special* power, the transferee can take advantage of 
Article 131 So far as alionation of trust property 
is concerned there is no distinction between a private 
trust and a charity. M Subbaiya Pandaram v. 
M a h am ad Mustapha Maracayah, 21 M. L. 1. 62; 5 
L. W. 690; 32 M. L. T. 85 50 


—Akt. 138 Possesion, suit for , by 

execution purchaser— Land purchased in posses su n 
of third persons — Limitation. 

The purchaser of a land at a sale in execution of a 
decree cannot, by bringing a suit for its possession 
within twelve years from the date of sale, savo his 
claim from the bar of limitation, whore the land 
purchased has been in the possession, not of the judg- 
ment-debtor, but of the defendants, from before the 
date of the sale and for a period of more than twelve 
years under an independent title. C Abdul Majid 

Mian r. Bakhsha Am 662 

Art. 142 13 


— —Arts. 142, 144 — Aducrsc possession — 

Abadi in agricultural malial -Harden of proof. 

If a person occupying a portion of the abadi in a 
purely agricultural mahal raises the defence of 
adverse possession, the burden of proving that pos- 
session lies very heavily on him and he cannot rid 
himself of that burden by saying that the zemindar 
has not shown that he has been in possession within 
twelve years next preceding the suit. A SllAMBHU 

Nath v. ILaki Ham 97 

. — Arts. 142 — possession, suit for—l.imi\ 


tation. 

A plaintiff in a suit for possession has to show title 
and where it is alleged that lie is out of possession, 
he must show affirmatively that lie has been in 
possession within twelve years of the suit. A Chami-a 
Lal r. Manual Chand 420 


— Art. 114, 44 — Joint Hindu family — 

Alienation by manager of minor co-parcener’s pro- 
perty, describing himself as minor’s guardian — 
Suit for possession after majority, nature of— Guardi- 
an and ward — Limitation 418 

— Art. 16S — Application for rc-ad mis- 
sion, limitation for. 

Kven if Article 168 of the Limitation Act does not 
apply to an application for the restoration of an 
appeal dismissed under rule 10, Older XLI, Ci\ il 
Proceduro Code, such an application ought to bo made 
within a reasonable time and ordinarily would be 
too late if made after thirty days from the date of 

dismissal, C Gou an Bin r. Nafak Al; 234 


— — Sch. I, Art. 177 1006 

Art. 181— Instalment decree — De- 
fault-Application for final decree — Limitation 

424 

Arts. 182, 183 608 

——Art 18*? — Execution — Decree , ex 

parte, satisfaction of, against one judgment-debtor — ~ 
Decree set aside as against that judgment-debtor — 
Application for execution — Limitation. 

When an ex parte decree which has been executed 
against one of the judgment-debtors is set aside in a 
suit by that judgment-debtor and the money realised 
in execution is ordered to be refunded, a further 
application of the decree-holder, on the date on which 
the cx parte decree is sot aside, to execute the decree 
against the other judgment-debtormnst be treated as 
a continuation of the original application for execu- 
tion which was made within time. C Keramat Ah 
v . Nagendra Kishork Roy, 21 C. W. N. 57l 78 

— Art. 182, cl. (5) — Step- in-aid of exe- 

cution — Application for summoning witnesses as to 
standard of measurement. 

During the pendency of a substantial application 
for execution of a decree for possession of certain 
property, an application made by the dooree-holder 
for suram ming witnesses for the purpose of deter- 
mining t ie standard of measurement without which 
he could not, in the opinion of the Court, obtain 
execution of the dccreo by delivery of possession, is 
a step-in-aid of execution within the meaning of 
Article 182, clause (5), of the Limitation Act. C 
Kedah Nath Dey Roy i\ Lakhi Kanta Dky. 21 C. W. 
N. 868; 26 C. L. J. 115 1005 


MADRAS COURT ok WARDS ACT (I of 1902), Ss. 
37, 38, 41 — Scope ofs. 41 — “Shall not be paid before 
other pecuniary claims ”, meaning of -Omission to 
notify under s. 41 , rfject of — Notification by part owner 
of entire claim under $. 37, \chether can be availed 
of by other part owner. 

A person having pecuniary claims against an 
estate under the management of the Court of 
Wards must himself notify the same to tho Collector 
and cannot rely upon a notification made by a per- 
son having an intorest only in a part of that claim. 

Section 37 of the Court of Wards Act does not 
recognize tho notification of a claim by any person 
except the claimant or a person empowered by him. 

The cessation of interest under section 41 con- 
tinues even after the release of the estate to the 
ward, unless the same is subsequently revived by 
act of parties. 

Per Oldfield , J . — The language of section 41 of the 
Court of Wards Act, when interpreted with reference 
to other sections of the Act, makes it perfectly dear 
that the tonuro of tho Court of Wards Act is 
intended to affect the estate permanently, not only 
directly in respect of dobts actually discharged, but 
in certain circumstances indirectly by reducing the 
amount of debts still due wheu the Court's tenure 
ends. 


debts to thoso notified under section 38 (1) of 
the Act, evou after the estate has been released 

from the Court of Wards and handed over to tho 

zemindar. 
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MADRAS COURT op WARDS AOT-concld. 


^ P-er Krishna)!, 7., (dissenting) —Section 41 of the 
Court of \\ ards Act cannot possibly continue to apply 
to an estate which has been freed from the control 
of the Court of Wards and to which the Act itself has 
ceased to apply. The question whether the dis- 
abilities once imposed on an)' particular creditor by 
the application of the section continue to have 
effect even after such application has ceased, 
depends upon the character of the disability, whether 
it is necessarily of a permanent character or is only 
of a temporary one. 

The words “shall not be paid until after the 
discharge or satisfaction of the claims notified or 
admitted under section 38” in section 41 of the Act 
merely prescribe an order of priority to be- followed 
in payment of certain debts but does not put an 
end to them.- such an order can be availed of when 
the payment is made or demanded, only if it is in 
force at the time It is worded in the form of an 
injunction not to pay until a certain thing is done 
and like other injunctions it can have effect only 
when it is in force, it has not any permanent effect. 

The term “ward”, wherever it occurs in the Court 
of Wards Act, is not applied to a person who was 
once aviard, but has ceased to be so. 

A joint undivided Hindu family, one member of 
which was an insolvent, had as one of the assets of 
the family a mortgage-decree fora lakh of rupees 
against an estate under the management of the 
Court of Wards. One-twenty-fourth part of the 
decree debt passed to another person by assignment. 
He notified his claim to the Collector under section 
41 of the Court of Wards Act but the holder of 
the mortgage-decree failed to notify his claim. The 
estate ceased to be under the management of the 
Court of Wards and the mortgaged villages were 
subsequently sold at the instance of a money-decree- 
holder and there were surplus sale-proceeds. The 
Official Assignee on behalf of the insolvent applied 
for execution of the mortgage-decree and for pay- 
ment of the surplus sale-proceeds in execution of the 
mortgage-decree: 

Held, > Krish nan, 7., dissenting^ that the omission 
to notify the mortgage- debt had not merely the 
effect of making the interest cease altogether, but 
also entirely postponed the payment of the debt 
until the other creditors who had notified their claims 
had been satisfied. IVI Srinivasa Raxga Row v . 
Rajah of Karvetnagar, 5 L. W. 725 8 1 1 

MADRAS ESTATES LAND ACT (I Mad. of 1903), 

S. 3 ( 2 ) (d) — Tanjore Palace Estate, whether * estate ' 
under the Act — Grants, irresumaole , of land reve- 
nue only, whether 'estates' -Tnam’, ‘jagir’, meaning 

of- Suits for rent due to Tanjore Palace- Jurisdic- 
tion. 

The Tanjore Palace Estate, which is a grant by 
Government of land revenue alone to persons not 
owning the kudivaram right, 13 an ‘estate’ within 
the meaning of section 3 (2) (7) of the Madras 
Estates Land Act. 

t Section 3 (2) (d) of the Act does not exclude 
villages in the granted revenues of which the Govern- 
ment reserves no reversionary interest. 

The word inam should not be given a restricted 
meaning and includes all jagirs and grants ef a' 


MADRAS ESTATES LAND ACT— contd. 

dignified character which for that reason are stvled 
mokhasa and covering a number of villages in which 
Government do not claim a reversion. 

Suits for rent due to the ’.Tanjore Palace Estate 
under section 77 of the‘Act are cognizable by the 
Revenue Courts. “ J 

1 or Kellis. C. ./.—Clause (</) of section 3 ( 2 ) of the 
Madras Estates Land Act restricts the operation of 
the Act by including only the inams therein men- 
tioned, thereby excluding the so-called minor inams 
but the definition as a whole clearlv shows the 
general intention of the Legislature to include all larae 
estates held directly under Government and claule 
ic) extends it to estates consisting of one or more 
villages not held directly under Government but as 
a permanent under-tenure 

All jagirs are a species of inams, though there are 
many kinds of inams that are not jagirs. 

Per Sadasiva Anjar,J. — When a Madras Statute uses 
the word mam , it does not signify a gift of what- 
ever kind of property by a superior individual of 
whatever status to an inferior. IVI St " n dram Avvar 
r. Ra.mach axdra Ayyar, ( i917) M. W. N. 3G2 975 

Ss. 3 (5), 205— Board of Revenue, revisional 
powers of, extent of— Order refusing to recognise 
petitioner as landholder— Revision, whether lies 

1007 

S. 3(11) I 59 

_ 3 (11', 143 — ‘■Landlord and tenant — ■ 

Yaram tenure — Cesses claimable as rent , levy of, 
conditions of — Knngariam, levy of, legality of— Re'- 
cognition of rights by Court— Subsequent non-erm 
jorcement — Abandonment, -presumption of. 

In considering whether the levy of particular 
cesses in a varam tenure must be disallowed under 
section 143 of the Madras Estates Land Act, a 
distinction must be made between fees which form 
part of the consideration for the ryot’s holding and 
are leviable as incidental to the tenure and fees 
which by law or usage are payable in addition to 
the rent. For the former class of payments, the 
occupation of the land i 6 the consideration, and, 
therefore, prima facie they are lawfully made. 

Section 143 only applies to cesses which are 
additions to the rent. But if the fees claimed, 
instead of being cesses, are component parts of the 
rent by means of which the equality of carom is 
arrived at, the section will not apply. 

A payment of fees claimed as rent for a series of 
years will not make them enforceable if they are 
not legally leviable. They will be payable, if there 
is a valid, express or implied contract to pay. A 
contract cannot be implied where the payment is 
without consideration and is a voluntary one. 

If a cess is shown to have been levied for a special 
purpose, there can be no implied contract to pay it 
after the purpose has ceased to exist, and payment of 
it will not thereafter be enforceable unless there 
is a fresh contract founded on a fresh consideration 
to continue the payment 

If a cess is otherwise valid, a contract to pay it 
can be implied from payments for a series of years 
or where it is the established usage or mamool of 
the estate to pay it. 
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MADRAS ESTATES' LAND ACT— could. 

Tlio kanga nam foe is ft proper charge in addition 
to tho rent and is legally leviable. 

Per Krishnan , J — Rent proper does not include 
payments made merely in connection with the use 
of land and under a liability only incidental to such 
"se. Every payment by a tenant as such to the 
landlord will ordinarily havo reference to the use 
and occupation of the land, as that is the foundation 
°f the relationship between the parties. But, unless 
a payment is directly in consideration for such use, 
it cannot fall under the first paragraph of clause 11 
of section 3 of the Act. 

Where rights which have born recognized bv 
Courts are not enforced by the landlord for some 
years, that fact alone cannot affect the rights tliem- 
selves or lead to an inference of the abandonment of 
his rights by the owner. 1Y1 Sckdakam Iyer v. Thek- 

THARAPPA Ml'OALlAR 159 


MADRAS ESTATES LAND ACT-ooncld. 


S. 26 (3\ 


^ . gives the landlord the right to 

claim to revert to the old rate and compels the 
Collector, in a suit under section 56, to decree it. 
It is notin the pinver of the Court in a lent suit 
to cancel an existing pmta , and, until that is done, it 
constitutes the conti act between the parties. !YI 

Srinivasa A iyangar, v. Meddaikara Amour Rahim 
Sahim, 6 L. W. 108; (19,7. SI. W. N. 584 82 

Ss, 42 (2), 77 (1) — Increase in area , discovery 
of, on re-survey— Enhanced rent , suit for, maintain- 
ability of. 

No suit lies for enhanced rent for an increase in the 
area ol a holding discovered on re-survey except on 
an order of the Collector under section 42 (2) of the 
•Madras Estates Lai d Act. IYI Srinivasa Aiyangau 
v. Mkooaikaka Amour Rahim Saiiiu, 6 L W JO 4 ''- 
(1917) M. W. N. 584 ' * 8 2 

. ks. 52 (3), 77 — Plaint , presentation of to 
Chief Ministerial Officer, legality of— Rent, rate of, 
fixed by decree under Act VIII of 1865— Suit, sub- 
• sequent, under Act I of 1908 -Drove as to rate 
whether res judicata- C/e/7 Procedure Code. (Act 

q‘C 90N) ’ * a lr ' '- S ' 52 O) °f Ad l of 
J90H, scope o). 

Where Head Ministerial Officers of Revenue Courts 
are authorized to receive plaints, presentation to 
them is legal and proper under Madras Act I of 

There is no reason for restricting the scope of the 
goneral reference to inuclntib.s decreed » 

^ (d) of the Act to those decreed hv anv particular 
description of Court. Tl,e unrestrictVd effect of the 
semton ,S to recognize a relation which existed before 
the Act and to direct its continuance until it is 
ternunatod by the method, for which the Ac" 

A decree, therefore, of a Civil Cm, ... , 

the repealed Kent Kocoveiy Act ( VI I i* SC f Um ,cr 
fixing the i ates of rent between land Ion/ 1 °f ♦ ‘ M>o) 
is res judicata in a subsequent suit \*>t d tl 'V" nt 
where the rate is 

Aiyui r. SwAMiNiriiX Aivab, 0 L. W\ w 


s. 77 587 

— S. 192 te)— Rent suit— Rent, reduction of, 

claim for ; on ground of non-repair of irrigation 
works— Set-off, equitable, whether can be allowed in 

■ suit for rent. 

Whore the defendant (ryot), who had accepted a 
patta and had also executed a niuchilika without obiec. 
Mon agreeing to pay the rent claimed by the plaintiff, 
claimed a reduction on the ground that the plaintiff 
had failed to repair the well on tholand and rendered 
him unable to raise the garden crops for the cultiva- 
tion of which the rent had been fixed: 

Held, that the defendant's plea for reduction of 
rent on the ground of failure of water supply was iii 

the nature of an equitable set off, being in effect u 
claim for damages in respect of the contract to 
cultivate, and was, therefore, barred under section 
192 (c) of the Madras Estates Land Act, 1908. WAD. 
Vena Subbarayulu Naidu r. Subbarayalu Naidu, 6 
L. W. 708 238 


' ^05, 3 (5) — Board of Revenue, revisional 

powers of, extent of— Order refusing to recognise 

petitioner as landholder -Revision, whether lies ' -> 

The revisional powers vested in the Board of 
Revenue by section 205 of the Madras Estates Land 
Act are subject to considerable limitations. 

No icvision lies to tho Board of Revenue under 
section 205 of the Madras Estates Land Act against 
an order refusing to recognise the petitioner as a 
landholder under section 3 5) of the Act. B R W 
Satagopa Bhattar v. Venku Nayudu 1007 

MADRAS RENT RECOVERY ACT (VIII of 1865\ 
S. 37, applicability of, to suits for rent of the 
nature of kattubadi 590 

MADRAS TOWN NUISANCES ACT (III of 1889\ 
S. 3 (5 — Prosecution by Sanitary Inspector , legality 
of— Use of charge-sheet forms— Complaint— Police 
report— Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 1898\ 
^ (1) (h), 190 (1) (a\ 200. 

A Sanitary Inspector, not empowered to exercise 
the powers of a Police Oftioer, can initiate proceedings 
under tho Madras Town Nuisances Act. 

Ho cannot put in a charge-sheet or submit a Police 
report to tho Magistrate, but the mere nse by 
him of a printed form appropriate to offences 
under the District Municipalities Act for em* 
bodying tho substance of his complaint will not 
louder tho prosecution illegal when the document 

was treated as a complaint under section 190 (1) (a) 
of tho Criminal Procedure Code and the complainants 
examined under section 200. W Public Prosecutor 
r Shamsudix Sahib, 18 Cr. L. J. 641 289 

MAJORITY ACT (IX of 18751, S. 2 518 

MALABAR COMPENSATION for TENANTS* IM- 
PROVEMKNTS ACT Mad Act I of i 900), Ss 4, 5 
10 , 9 - Trees of spontaneous growth— Compensation 

— Right qf" j on mi to value of fives cut by tefiant — 
Agreement enabling jenini to cut and remove trees , 
validity of. 

1 here is nothing in the Malabar Compensation for 
1 onnnts Improvements Act of 900 which deals or 
was intended to deal ’with the transfer of ownership 
in trees of spontaneous growth from the jenmi to tfao 
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MALABAR COMPENSATION yo r 
PRO^ EMENTS ACT — concld. 


TENANTS’ IM- 


MIR A SI RICH' l’S — concld. 



tenant. 1 he Act is confined to the question of com- 

pensation. The Act awards compensation to the 

tenant hi respect of all spontaneously grown timber 

lett on the holding on ejectment which came into 

existence either during the term of the tenant or that 

of Predecessor provided that no compensation has 
already been paid for it. 

A contract entered into after I 8 S 8 , which allows the 
landlord to come on the land and cut and remove 

spontaneously grown trees, is void as it contravenes the 
provisions of the Act. 

During the continuance of the tenancy the tenant is 
entitled to cut down trees in the ordinary course of 

landlord f 01 eStl7> th ° Ugh they may belon £ to the 

Q uie re: W he the r trees of spontaneous growth in 
Malabar before Madras Act I of 1909 was passed 
belong to the jennu or the tenant ? JVI Narayani 
Am.mv v. Kun'chukutti A.mma, 21 M. L. T. 271- ngm 
M. VV. N. 309; 32 M. b J.511 ’ 1 247 

MALABAR LAW — Adima or anubhavam tenure, 
nature of — Inalienability. 

Inalienability is a characteristic of adima or 
anubhavam tenure. M Venkatagiri Pattak v 
M A NAVI K RAMA, (1917) M. W. V. 419; 6 L. W. 114 769 

f 7 TT Decree, personal, againstkarnavan —Execution , 
application for, against tarwad - Burden of proof. 
Where a decree is against the Kama van of a lay wad 
personally and execution is prayed for against the 
tarwad, it is for the decree-holder to show that, as a 
matter of fact, the decree was obtained against the 
tarwad for money borrowed for tarwad necessity. IYI 
Kuttan v. Kalliani Amma, 6 L. W. 25 " 449 

MALICIOUS SEARCH, damages for, suit for — Com- 
' plaint to Magistrate— Search by Police -Complain- 

‘ ant, liability of 

Where a certain result is the inevitable consequence 
M a certain action, the party guilty of the action is 
responsible for the result. A complaint of theft to 
responsible authority must inevitably* result in the 
search of the house of the person ‘accused of the 
offence. A search caused by a malicious complaint 
is. therefore, a malicious search. The parry respon- 
sible for a mal cious complaint is responsible for 
damages resulting from the malicious search. PAT 
Jai Pandk v. Jaldiiari Raut 0 79 

MAXIM Actio peisonalis m oritur cum persona 

Ib08 

MINOR, decree against — Suit to set aside decree — 
Prejudice to minor— Proof 227 

MIRASI RIGHTo, nature of - Gramanattam, rights in 
. ~~Pbramboke lands, rights of mirasidars in — Grant 
of house-site by Government in rairasi village— Eject- 
ment of tenants in occupation of house-site , suit 
• for, by mirasidar. 

Per Wallis, C. J. In the absence of evidence of 
user there is no general presumption of the mirasi- 
dars ownership of the ndtam, but where user is 
shown the presumption of ownership readily arises. 

The preferential right of the mirasidars to 
cultivable waste is not of itself a sufficient foundation 
for the general proposition that they arc cutitlcd 


to eject inhabitants of t lie village from portions of 
the unoccupied nattam granted to them by Govern- 
ment, though they may be entitled, as incidental to 
such right of preferential cultivation, to the allot- 
ment of sites on the unoccupied nattam, when 
necessary. 

Before the advent of British rule and especially 
under the Muhammadan Government, unoccuped 
nattam was not generally recognised by Government 
as the private property of the mirasidars . nor has 
the latter s ownership been established subsequently 
either by Government recognition or by judieia 
decisions 

Per Ay ling, J . — Where in a mirasi village a person 
has been granted a portion of the nattam porambokc 
for use as house-site by a duly authorised Govern- 
ment officer, the mirasidar cannot by virtue of 
any right, privilege or title inherent in him as mirasi- 
dar disregard the grant of the house-site by such 
officer, and evict the grantee from possession. 

This rule does not apply to cases in which a 
mirasidar has, prior to the grant by Government, 
already acquired a title to the particular site either, 
by previous grant or prescription, and sues ou such 
title. 


The mirasidars of a particular village arc not 
precluded from showing, if they can, that in that 
village they have acquired by prescription a title in 
t lie nattam generally as agaiust Government, which 
would include the right claimed. But the mere fact 
tint they are the mirasidars of the village neither 
carries with it such a right, nor docs it even raise a 
presumption of the existence of such a right. 


The incidents attaching to mirasi tenure may have 
a common origin in the status of the mirasidar , but 
none of them necessarily involves another, and they 
vary with the description of land to which they relate. 
Each requires to be separately established, and 
recognition by the State, whether express or implied, 
is. an indispensable condition for the enforce men 
of each. * 

Per Kumarasicami Sastri, J . — In a mirasi village the 
rights of Government over waste (including nattam 
and cheri) are subject to the rights of the mirasidars. 


The nature and extent of such rights are not 
uniform throughout the Presidency but vary, and the 
onus is on the mirasidars to prove time any specified 
incidents attach to mirasi rights in any particular 
district, there being no presumption that gramanattam 
is the exclusive property of the mirasidars. 


The rights of mirasidars over waste are not exting- 
uished by the mere fact that the Government 
grants pattern to strangers. 

Tar Sankara n Nair, J. tin Order of Reference). A 

mirasidar, so far as the Government is concerned is 
the proprietor of the waste lands in the village. But 
lie has not the right to convert immemorial waste 
i. e , anadi karambu into cultivable land, without the 
consent of Government or of the non- mirasidars of 
the village. Whatever may be the rights of the 
mirasidars, the Government is not entitled to deal 
.with immemorial w»ste or introduce ocher pattadurs . 
M Seshachala Chetty i\ Para Cimxnasami, 3 ; M. l! 
J, Sup. 1; 40 M, 410 909 
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MORTGAGE — Agreement to keep mortgaged pre- 
mises insured, failure to perform — Insurance effect- 
ed by Receiver in mortgage suit— Money received 
under insurance policy, applicability of 623 

— ; agricultural land —Redemption to be had 

in I, halt fast jeth — Time, whether essence of con- 
tract 381 

, anomalous — Redempt ion, cloy on. 

One of the elementary rules of equity is that once 
n mortgage always a mortgage, and that a mortgagee 
should not lie allowed to obtain any undue advantage 
by his mortgage except the amount of the principal, 
interest and costs due on his mortgage. 

Where under an usufructuary mortgage the mort- 
gagee was put into possession to receive the usufruct 
of property in lieu of interest, and there was a con- 
dition in the mortgage that if the mortgagor should 
fail to pay the rent of the mortgaged holding to the 
landlord, the transaction will become an absolute 
sale in favour of the mortgagee: 

Held , that the condition of forfeiture or the 
transaction becoming an absolute salo in the event 
of the mortgagor failing to pay the rent was void, 
being a clog on the equity of redemption C Badal 
Mom. a v. CiiMMAi Mon dal 894 


Charge , rreatwn of — Intention — Annuity grant- 

ml under e k ra rn am a, whether charge. 

r Ihe question whether a charge was or was not 
created upon a certain property is one of intention. 
In equity no charge can be created unless there is an 
intent to charge. 

Where the operative part of an chamama, cxecut- 

ed by a person m whose favour a lady released 

ler clami to a certain share of a property, stated 

that the lady was to get an annuity from the said 

Hhare and was entitled to recover it by suit from the 
fcnare: 

WrW.tlmt llii* annuity was mmlu a chnrpe upon 
the share, uvrti though thorn was no speciHentio, of 
the property the .sehedule attached to the HW. 
ihihw, as the property was easily ascertainable with- 
out such schedule, c Syam I'k.vkv Dassva r 
hAsrt.KN Moktoauk An km v Co., ],rn. 865 

" liCHn,iu, ‘ b 'J '■‘O'-'oa.jor, 

The clause restraining alienation of the mortvo.eed 
properly, which ,s Generally inserted in niorh^.J 
hutnls in this country, does not prevent ", " 

-ul.jc-et the ri"hts of 

It. a, tv Dassva e Kast.cn Moutoa.ikV Ak.cc* Co, 

$65 


MORTGAGE— coutd. 

Redemption, suit for, by sou not in existence at date 
of decree, maintainability of— Right of son not 
made party to suit 525 

Document , const miction of — Usufructuary hypo- 
thecation bond — Hypothecation clause , claim on, 
barred — Redemption , suit for— Rights of mortgagor 
and mortgagee— Limitation Act (/X of 1908>, Si. 3, 
28. 

A mortgage-bond, entitled usufructuary hypotheca- 
tion bond, for Rs. 3,000 provided that inteiest on the 
moiety of the amount advanced would be payable 
out of the usufruct and that interest at one per cent, 
per month would be paid on the ba’ance by the 
mortgagor The final provision was that both sums 
were to be paid in a lump on the same day 10 years 
afterwards. After the right to sue on the hypothe- 
cation clause became barred, the mortgagor sued to 
redeem the mortgage and claimed that he was 
entitled to possession of the ontire property ou 
payment of Rs. 1,600 only: 

Held, (1) that the document constituted only one 
mortgage transaction; 

(2* that section 2S of the Limitation Act could not 
apply to the case and that the mortgagor was not 
entitled to redeem without discharging the wholo 
debt. 

Tho limitation of the mortgagee’s right to recover 
must not be read as a good plea to bo urged by a 
mortgagor endeavouring to redeem, and unless the 
mortgagee is compelled to bring a suit within the 
meaning of section 3 of tho Limitation Act, he is 
entitled to set up every claim in defence that he has 
in law to support the debt which still remains due. 
M Natuamuni Pillai v. Vf.xuammal, 6 L. W. 693 

358 

, execution of —Executant, illiterate —Execu- 
tion, proof of 191 

■ — — Forfeiture , clause for, indefault of redemption 
within given lime —Transfer of Property Ad (IV oj 
1SS2), s. H0-( 'log on equity of redemption. 

The rule of English Equity Courts which forbids 
anv clogging of the right of redemption is not applic- 
able in India and a clauso for forfeiture in a mort- 
gage should be given effect to in the absonce of any 
specific law or of any established practice to tho 
contrary; L B Maung Ma La v. Maung Chot 863 

for legal necessity — Interest, onerous— Mort- 
gagee, position of - Court, duty of — Decree on 
mortgago obtained against father alone -Sons, 

position of 359 

% 

Mortgagee in possession— Interest, liability 

779 


to pay 


~7~ !"■’ r,„ t , . 

mortymjrr, wit,;, cllcl i„l„ erislrnr,- 

1)0 lirnnpifhkiM* »•*#?.. 


U I'Uihls 


Mortgagor, stipulation by, to pay by* instal 
meats— Detault— Interest, whether penalty IV 


extinguished. P Jagat Ram r. M«iaka.m Sing!. 1 " 445 


Option of suit on failure to pay intewst 0 
on expiration of term fixed for payment, effect of- 
atitj, i fleet of Limitation , commencement of. 

A covenant empowering the mortgagee to su< 
Construction ,.f <1. L ,| . Morfgi,g iir ),.f t in lir . /’* n^, 0,1 th< : ha PPeuiug of a certaiu event o 

Uccupunov r.L.1, 1 , ‘ 1 ’ ~ °'K>ro.l, gives him an option which cannot b. 

l, ,w , b - v Statllt0 tUoive is anvthiug 

1 iSfbiUdoB b7l»w. rant 0fS,Kh an kiwis' illegal Q 
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MORTGAGE — cont (1. 


MORTGAGE-contd. 


The option is for the benefit of the mortgagee and 
if he waives it, limitation cannot start running 
against him in spite of that waiver. 

A mortgage bond provided for payment of principal 
money with interest in two years and contained a 
stipulation that if the interest was not regularly paid 
every month, the mortgagee shall beat liberty ( ikhtiar 
hoga) either to sue for the unpaid interest or for the 
entire money due oil the mortgage and further pro- 
vided that on the expiiy of the period fixed for re-pay- 
ment yba surat inqizai uada) the mortgagee shall be 
at liberty to recover the entire money due to him by 
t lie sale of the mortgaged property: 

Held, that there being alternative contracts pro- 
vided for in the mortgage bond, it was open to the 
mortgagee to forego the one and sue to enforce the 
other. O Ram Parshad r. Qadro, 20 O. C. 132; 4 0. 
L. J. 341 232 

* — Redemption — Construction of document — Pos- 

session, loss of, authorising mortgagee to claim princi- 
pal with interest — Revenue to be paid by mortgagee 
— Profits , enjoyment oj, in lieu of inteiest — Conduct 
of mortgagee — Mortgagee, position of— Ouster, period 
of, interest for — Excess revenue, claim for. 

Under the terms of an usufructuary mortgage-deed, 
the mortgagee was to pay the revenue (the amount of 
which was mentioned in the deed i assessed on the 
mortgaged property and to retain the balance of 
the profits in lieu of interest on the mortgage- 
money, and was further entitled to claim his money 
with interest thereon at a certain specified rate 
immediately on a loss of possession over the property 
or on the accrual of any other injury. The mort- 
gagee remained in possession for five years from the 
date of the mortgage, and lost possession for two 
years after this, but owing to no fault of the parties 
to the mortgage. Ho waited till possession was 
restored to him, but this time the revenue of the 
property was considerably enhanced. Nevertheless, 
he remained in possession for seventeen years, paying 
the enhanced revenue and enjoying the net profits 
of the property. Then on a redemption suit having 
)een brought, he claimed, in addition to his mort- 
gage-money, interest on it at the stipulated rate 
for the period of his dispossession, and the excess 
revenue that he had had to pay since the restor- 
ation of possession, together with interest thereon: 

, Held , that, in view of the terms of the mort 
gage-deed and the conduct of the mortgagee, lie 
was entitled to interest on his mortgage-money for 
the period of his ouster, but only at a reasonable 
and. not at the stipulated, rate; and that he was not 
entitled to the excess revenue paid by him, nor to any 
interest on the same. O Maiiabir Singh i*. Mata 

. Badal, 4 0. L. J. 348 . 402 

— Redemption — Integrity b roken— Mortgagor, suit 
by one Extent of share , redemptionof. 

Where the integrity of a mortgage has been broken, 
one of the mortgagors is entitled only to redeem 
the share which he owns in the mortgaged property. 
A Za bunnessa Bibi v. Parbhu Narain Singh, lo 
A. L. J. 625 345 


Redemption — Mortgageo in .possession, whe- 
ther estopped from denying right of purchaser of 

property to redeem 64$ 


" Redemption suit — Compromise , non-registra- 

i ion of, effect of — Registration Act (VIII of 1871), 

40 — Mortgagee, possession of, under compromise — 
A ( l ce > se posses * io n . 

Bv an unregistered deed of compromise a 
mortgagor and mortgagee consented to the complete 
transfer of the equity of redemption to the latter. 
The mortgagee took possession of the property in 
pursuance of the compromise and both parties acted 
upon it for nearly forty years: 

Held, that the possession of the mortgagee since 
the compromise was adverse lo the mortgagor and 
his heirs. A Khedu Rai c. Sheoparsan Kai, lo A. 
L. J. 3*-6; 39 A. 423 121 

— • of shares — Company — Liquidation — Payment 
of calls by mortgagee— Mortgagee, whether can recoicr 
amount from mortgagor. 

Plaintiff advanced a sum of money to the defend- 
ant on the security* of certain shares in the S. Bank 
in February 19 .3. In October 1913 defendant 
wished to overdraw his account with the plaintiff 
Bank, and this was allowed on a deposit of some 
more shares in terms of a formal overdraft agree- 
ment All the shares deposited were transferred to 
the plaintiff Bank’s name on the share register of 
the S. Bank, and dividends when received were 
credited by the plaintiff Bank to the loan account 
of the defendant. In September 1913, the S. Bank 
shares bagan to fall, and the plaintiff Bank sold some 
of the mortgaged shares before a winding up order 
was made for the compulsory liquidation of the S . 
Bank. In the liquidation the plaintiff Bank was 
placed on the A list of contributories for the shares 
held bv them, and on the B list for the shares sold 
by them, and were forced to pay calls: 

'Held, (i) that the plaintiff Bank could recover the 
amount of principal ami interest advanced by it to 
the defendant, hut that it was not entitled to the 
amount paid bv it as calls or to any declaration 
of indemnity ‘as to its liability in respect of the 

shares sold by it; . . 

( 2 ) that the plaintiff did not occupy the position 

of trustee for the mortgagors at the time of paying 
the calls and was, therefore, not entitled to an indem- 
nity as trustee. . . . « 

It is not an implied condition of a contract ol 

mortgage that the mortgagor should indemnify the 
mort°a°'ee against the consequences of holding pro- 
perty 0 which he holds for his own security and not 

for the benefit of the mortgagor. 

A forced payment of a call by the registered holder 

of shares upon a compulsory liquidation cannot be 

regarded as an expenditure for the preservation of 

the security. B Birdichand Jivraj r. Standard 

Bank, Ltd., 19 Bom. L. R. 341. 


Suit by mortgagee to recover mortgage-debt— 

lortgagee unable to restore possession of mortgaged 
wooerty — Procedure. 

'here is no authority for the broad proposition 
t if the mortgagee cannot for any reason put the 
rt^agor in possession of the whole of the mort- 
;ed property, lie cannot recover the m or hra ge- 
lt. M Kottayat Gudai.a Meson v. Eolat 
rayana Kt'RL'f, o L. W. 339; (1917) M. W, >. 28J 
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M OKTGAG E — eontd. 


lNi)JAN CAStiS. 


£1917- 


MORTGAGK — concld. 


— Title of mortgagor dec reed again fit in suit 

wherein mortgagee not impleaded— Appeal, right 
ojy by mortgagee who purchased in Court auction. 

Where the title of a mortgagor to the mortgaged 
property is negatived by a decree in a suit to which 
the mortgagee is not a party and the mortgagee, who 
purchases the property in execution of a decree for 
enforcement of the security, is resisted in taking- 
possession and driven to instituting a fresh suit to 
establish his mortgage, he can be permitted to 
appeal against the decree as representing the mort- 
gagor or his representatives against 'whom the 
decree was passed IYI Srmu Pjllai r. Kaxgasami 
(1917) M. W. N. 3u6 846 

- , usufructuary , construction 0 f— Malguzari, 
meaning of— Mortgagee, enhanced land revenue 
paid by, position of— Redemption. 

Ihe fact that a bargain becomes unconscionable 
it a particular meaning is attached to the words 
used m the instrument evidencing that bargain, 
affords no reason for holding that the intention of the 
parties to the bargain was otherwise if the torms are 
clear. But where a word used is capable of more 
than one interpretation, a Court is justified in adopt- 
ing the interpretation which is consistent with the 
existence of a contract such as persons of ordinary 
in elhgence would make and rejecting the interpret 
tat ion which involves the acceptance of a contract 
such as no sensible person would be likely to ag.ee 

Bj an usufructuary mortgage the mortgagee was 
to retain profits arising out of the mortgaged property 
after paying the land revenue assessed 01, it, in lieu 
of interest on the principal money. The mortgage was 
to be redeemed on recent of ,| 10 principal money 

• Held, tUt the mortgagee was entitled, on redemn- 
tion, to claim the difference between tbo original land 
ewnitie ana the subsetpiontly ciilinnced land revenue 
but was not entitled to it if ...mount of (be profits 
was not shown to have been reduced own,- to “he 

enhancement of tho land revenue. o Clutt, r„,v, I 

Biswas r. Lallan Six<;h, 4(>. L. .1. i4y ' ^ 



FebntarymM' a’;,',?' i„ ^p^Xr ”*1““'^ ‘' U 

a further advance was made by the mortgagee 'to' the 
mortgagor in the secnity „f the . tl,e 

which was hypothecated bv w iv of i P 1 v, 

with a further cove, urn, ! * Z," 
should be paid off before the »• I L - tnolt K a £o 
usufructuary one. r J hopla ii tiff 1 V l,1,) | 10,1 of the 

the usufructuary mo, tga^e wiufoat ‘° m,eem 

due under the simple mortgage of s'„te *1 " 

Held, that as „ suit on , ,o „ ' ' S9:: 

September IS!, 1 would be barred tl'e ° f 

entitled to redeem the usufruct u-’.rv , "' !ls 

out paying off t|,e simple .non mom A " ,tl >- 

b i n o u v, K a d 1 1 1 Co A Acjiiiaihak 

404 

Si :» !—»->■ 

:': r zzsd; 


0 • 

lor damages for breach of Contract-Appeal, second 
whether lies . 

Under the terms of a contract embodied in a 
registered instrument the plaintiff was entitled to 
remain in possession of certain land for five years. 
After the expiry of that period the proprietors of the 
land obtained a decree for the ejectment of the 
plaintiff from tbo Revenue Courts. The plaintiff 
then sued the defendants for a sum of Rs. 125 with 
interest on the allegation that he could not be 

legally ejected from his possession over the land 
without the payment of that uni: 

Held ( 1 , that if the plaintiff’s suit could be 
treated as a suit for damages for breach of contract 
the second appeal to the High Court was barred bv 
section ; 02 of the Civil Procedure Code, inasmuch 
as the suit w as cognizable by a Small Cause Court; 

(2 that if the contract upon which the plaintiff 
based his suit was a mortgage, then inasmuch as 
lie was not in possession at the date of tho suit he 
was not entitled to recover tho sum paid bv him. A 
Bhairon Prasad v. Kika Mal, 15 A. L. J. 534 *578 

Zar-i-pcshgi — Mortgagee, liability of, to pay 
ccitain annual instalments to mortgagor- InstaU 
ments, whether constitute rent under Bengal Tenancy 
Act— Suit to recover arrears of instalments— Limita. 
. lion Act l IX of HOS), Sch. I, Art. 116 -Bengal 

Tenancy Act y IH of 1885), Sch. Ill , Art. 3 , 

applicability of. ' * 

An advance of R s . 12,000 was made under a re. 
gistored deed to a zemindar. In lieu of the advanco 

he put the creditor in possession of his share in a 

zemindar, m zarpenhgi thicca., Tho thiccadar was to 
deduct Rs. 620 out of tho income of tho property on 
account of interest and to pay Rs. M-l-Oaniually to 

Held, (1 that the deed amounted to a usufructuary 
mortgage and that tho person in possession was a 

12 ) that the annual payments to be made by tho 
thiccadar >vore not of the nature of rent within the 

meaning of the Bengal Tenancy Act; 

13) that a suit for the recovery of arrears of these 
instalments was governed not by Article 3 of Schedule 

*.aL*:v s i;s 

SiZTp'V \C}£ S '“" p *““ 


‘ ~~ SUIT — Paramount title, whether can be gone 

into. 

In a suit upon a mortgogo no question of title 
lain mount to the mortgaged property should bo 

! c ? SYAM 1>KARY UASSYA *r. EASTERN 

Mortgage A Agency Co., Ltd. 865 

^ ^ ^ ^ DAN LAW— Fu neral ceiv monies of deceased 

J. luhammadan — Reasonable expenses. 

In neral ceremonies of a Muhammadan should bo 
perturnied in u manner stiitablo to the deceased'* 
position m life and means 

Jn determining what is a reasonable amouut iu a 
1 kuui case, the Court must take into considera* 
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MUHAMMADAN LAW — contd. 


MUHAMMADAN LAW-contd. 


tion the social practices of the class to which the 
deceased belonged, p Muhammad Hamid Ult.au 
Khan i\ Muhammad Majid Ullah Kiian 374 

Custom, whether can be proved in derogation 

of Muhammadan Law. 

Evidence is admissible to prove a custom although 
it is at variance with Muhammadan Law. A Ali 
Asghar r. Collec tor of Bulan dshahr, 15 A. L J. 

597 753 

* DOWER — Discord between husband and wife — 

Dissolution of marriage at instance of wife — Court , 

whether can decrease or increase contracted amount 

— Divorce , effect of. 

Per Sharf addin , — A Court of Law has no power 

to decrease or increase the contracted amount of 
dower. 

Where there has been a divorce it is immaterial 
whether the dower was prompt or deferred, as after 
the cessation of the relationship of husband and wife 
either by death or divorce, the dower, if not already 
pakl, becomes due. 

Per Roe , J. — Under the Muhammadan Law when 
discords originate between married parties or when 
the wife herself is anxious to obtain a divorce without 
any justifiable cause, she has simply to abandon her 
claim to the settlement in order to secure a dissolution 
of her marriage. PAT Bibi Sogra v. Mohammad 
Sayeed 672 

GIFT, essentials of— Possession of property in 

■ occupation of tenant , delivery of , mode of. 

The three essentials of gift under the Muhamma- 
dan Law' are.- offer by the donor, acceptance by or on 
behalf of the donee, and seisin. 

As regards the delivery of possession what the 
law contemplates is that the possession required to 
be given must be such as the nature of the property 
.permits. If the donor has done all that he could do 
to perfect the contemplated gift, which is attended 
with complete publicity, the mere fact that the donee 
was not present or that possession was obtained by 
him sometime after does not invalidate the transfer. 

The possession of the property in the occupation of 
a tenant can be delivered by allowing the donee to 
collect rents and profits or by requesting the tenant 
to attorn to the donee 

Where a deed of gift in respect of a vacant plot 
of land contained a recital as to delivery of posses- 
sion and was subsequently registered: 

Held, that under the circumstances, the donor 
could uot be expected to do anything more to perfect 
the title and that the gift was, therefore, valid and 
binding P Muhammad Hamid Ullah Khan v. 
Muhammad Majid Ullah Kiian 37 4 

*— ■ INHERITANCE —Co-heirs, nature of, estate oj 

•• — Alienation by one co-heir in possession of estate , 

•’ whether binding on others. 

• 

If one of the co-heirs of a deceased Muhammadan, 
in possession of the w'hole estate of the deceased or of 
any part of it, sells prope ty in his possession forming 
part of the estate for discharging the debt's of the 
deceased, such sale is not binding on the other co- 
heirs or creditors of the deceased. 


Per Abdur Rahim. J. — The theory of Muhammadan 
jurisprudence, on which the right of succession and 
inheritance is based, is that even after death, the 
deceased’s lights in his properties still inhere in 
him, to the extent necessary for meeting the funeral 
charges and the legal obligations and liabilities in- 
curred in Ins lifetime and also for carrying out bis 
wishes, as expressed in his last Will and testament, 
within the limits laid down bv the law. 

W 

On the death of a Muhammadan, the inheritance 
vests in his heirs according to their respective 
shares, although in the administration of the estate 
the funeral expenses, debts and legacies must be 
paid first and it is only the residue that is available 
for distribution among the heirs. It is not correct 
to say that t lie devolution of the estate on the heirs 
does not take pl*>ce or is postponed until the funeral 
expenses and the debts and legacies have been paid. 

The co-heirs of a deceased Muhammadan take 
their shares in severalty, their rights being analogous 
to those of tenants-in-common, and not of members 
of a joint Hindu family. 

According to the principles of Muhammadan Law 
one co-heir of a deceased Muhammadan has no right to 
deal itli the sliaies of the other heirs. (VI Abdul 
Majeeth Khan v. Krishnamachariar, 32 M. L. J. 
195; (1917 M. W N. 346; 40 M. 243; 5 L. W. 767 210 

' INHERITANCE — Offerings made at mauso- 

leum of deceased Muhammadan, title to. 

The offerings made at the mausoleum not to the 
sect of the deceased but to his memory belong to 
his heirs and not to his followers. O Sharfuddin v. 
Maqbulunnjssa, 4 O. L J. 174 101 

Property held by owner of shrine, nature 

of. 

One / , who made a living by pin muridi and owned 
in a graveyard the tomb of an ancestor of his, execut- 
ed a Will whereby he left the whole of his property 
to his wife with a reversion after her death to her 
brother K. He also appointed K manager of the estate 
on behalf of his wife after his death and also his own 
succcessor and representative for the continuation of 
the urs and for carrying out the duties and receiving 
the offerings connected with the piti muridi. On his 
death his daughter by an earlier wife sued for posses- 
sion of her share of the property: 

Held, that there was nothing to show that the 
testator appointed K. sajjada nashin in the usual 
acceptance of the term or that the property in dispute 
was ever dedicated to the upkeep of the shrine, but 
that it was held by the testator in proprietary right 
and not as a keeper of the shrine and that the plaintiff 
was entitled to her share under the Muhammadan 
1 aw. P Zinat l ibi v . Emna ill P. L. R. 917: 92 
P. W. R. 1917 240 

■ — MARRIAGE— Divorce— Taf viz — Delegation of 

power of divorce to wife, validity of— Contract Act 
(IX of 1872;, s. 26 , applicability of. 

It is lawful for a Muhammadan husband to delegate 
to his wife power to divorce herself on certain con- 
ilitioas, e. g., on the husband marrying a second. wife. 
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A provision in a dower-deed whereby a Muham- 
madan husband authorises his wife to divorce herself 
from him in the event of his marrying a second wife 
is not void under section 26 of the Contract Act. 

ipucre . — Whether thorp would beany difference in 
t he law according as the dower-deed was an anti- 
nuptial or post-nuptial contract. C Badu Mia r. 
Baiuunnkssa 80 j 

•———MARRIAGE — Puberty , effect of. 

The Court cannot interfeie in a case where a 
minor girl completes her fifteenth year of age and 
thus becomes competent under the Muhammadan 
Law to contract a valid marriage with a husband of 
her own choice. A Mohammad Fasamat Ullaii r, 

TahiraBiiii 136 

# * # . • 

■i i TRUST Jr gift, deed of, ope) at ion of — Posses, 
siow, delivery of, necessity of. 

In order to make a deed of trust or gift operative 
under the ft uhammndan law, it is necessary that 
possession should forthwith be delivered to the 
donee or trustee. 

Where a dot'd of trust is divisible, and possession 
lias been taken of some of the property comprised in 
the deed, the deed is operative only to the extent to 
which possession has been taken. PAT Official 
TrunTef of Bengal r. Nim Ciiand Marwari 856 


— WAKF — Dedication, actual , necessity of. 

Under the Muhammadan Law no formality is 
required to bo gone through for tin* purpose of 
creating a valid ivakf, it is enough if the donor 
declares that he constitutes a property ivakf or has 
constituted it ivakf. '\ here must, however, be not 
only a mere intention to dedicate property but an 
actual dedication. P Muhammad Hamid Ullaii 
Khan v. Muhammad Majid Ullaii Khan 374 

NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS ACT (XXVI of 

1881), S. 2H, scope of— Payee, description of, by 
vilasam «»/ Jinn —Mercantile usage — Nattukottai 
Chatties, custom among — Dora meat, const ruction of. 
The principle underlying section 28 of the Negoti- 
able Instruments Act that if a promissory note is 
made payable by a person as agent of another, the 
latter is not liable personally on the note, applies 
also to the case of a payee. 


Tt is a well-known usage among Nutukottai 
Chetties to draw It undies, bills and promissory notes 
in the name of the agent <>f a linn represented by t lie 
firm’s vilasam , and in such cases it is the firm 
indicated by the vilasam which is intended to be the 
payee and not the agent whoso name appears on the 
instrument. 

The question is entirely one of construction of a 
document. !Yi C hui.amsa Kavi i imt r Visvanatiiax 
Ciifttiar, (1017) M.W. N.a-W; 5 L. \V. 721 347 


S. 80 — Hand-note 'pay able ,»t demand,' 

whether rarri*s interest - 'On deman V, meaning of - 
Demand, whether necessary before institution of suit 
— ‘ After demand', meaning of. 

When? a hand-note is silent as to the rate of 
interest payable, the lender is entitled, under section 
80 of the Nego iahle Instruments Act, to interest at 
the rate off) per cent from the date when the 
tnonev ought to have been paid. 


[1917 

NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS ACT-coneUl. 

The Avoids ‘payable on demand’ have a legal 
meaning and sense, Avhicli convey that the note is 
payable on the date of its execution. In such a case no 
demand is necessary prior to the suit. 

Jf, however, the Avoids used are after demand’ 
then a demand becomes necessary' before a suit is 
instituted. PAT Bishi n Ciiand t\ Audji Bihari La* 

1 P. L. W. 615; 2 P. L. J. 451; (1917) Pat. 279 3 50 

OBJECTION of LAW not pressed by party , whether 
can be given effect to — Pleadings. 

An objection of positive law apparent on the face 
of the proceedings should be given effect to, even if 
it has not been pressed by the party in whose favour 
it would Avork. C (Johind Chandra Pal r. Kailash 
Chandra Pal, 25 C. L. J. 364 230 

OUDH ESTATES ACT (I of 1869', Ss. 3, 8 555 

Ss. 8, 10, 14, 15, 22 “-Crown Grants Act (XV 

cf 1895), ss. 2, C— Primogeniture sannd, appli- 
cability of — ''Successor," meaning of- Lineal primo- 
geniture, rule as to succession by--binduLaw — 
Mill, interpretation of — Will i.r rented by talukdar 
in favour of person nho wtuld not have succeeded 
under the Act, efftet of — Absolute estate conferred by 
Will — Devise , lapse of, by death — Ulterior disposition 
becoming operative on death of first detisee during 
lifetime of testator— Transjcrs made ly persons having 
no title , effect of. 

One G. was the OAvner of a taluka to whom 
a primogeniture sanad was granted. Ho was suc- 
ceeded by bis son who died leaving two sons, D. B, 
and S. B. On the death of D, B,, S . B. succeeded 
to the taluka and in 1895 executed a Will, to the 
effect that after his death his Avife was to succeed 
to the entire taluka ns full proprietor and that 
upon her death the taluka was to go to his 
mother D. K. ns absoluto OAvner and on her death in- 
testate to his daughter 8. K. and her heirs. Adop- 
tion was also permitted to the widow and fail- 
ing her to the mother. The wife of & B., the last 
talukdar , died during tho lifetime of her husband. 
On the death of S. B. in 1899 his raothor D. K . 
succeeded to the taluka under the terms of 
tho Will of 1895. She made certain mortgages 
affecting tho villages included in the taluka dur- 
ing her lifetime and died in 1906. After her death 
S. B.'a daughter 8 K. camo into possession ef the 
taluka, alleging that her mot hor D. A’, had executed 
a Will in her favour in 1902, and she also executed 
certain transfers regarding portions of the taluka 
propei ty. In 1911 tAvo collaterals of tho husband 
of D K , viz., S. B. S. and K. S. instituted two suits 
for recovery of the entire taluka against the 
daughter 8. K , alleging that sho took nothing under 
tho v\ ill of 1895 and was not, therefore, entitled to 
the estates S. B S claimed the whole estate on tho 
ground that ho was tho nearest male heir accord- 
ing to the rule of lineal primogeniture. K. S claimed 
to be tho nearest male relative and ignored 
the rule of lineal primogeniture. Tho daughter S. 
K. died during tho pendency of the suit and tho 
question was as to what interest D. K . took un$er 
flic Will and which of the plaintiffs was entitled 
to succeed. K. S. died duiing the trial of tti© case 


Yol XL] 

OUDH ESTATES ACT-eontd 


GENERAL INDEX. 


1065 


and S. S. and D. S. were brought on the record as his 
legal representatives. Subsequently D. 8. relinquish- 
ed his rights in favour of S. S., who thereafter re- 
mained as the sole plaintiff in the suit brought by K.S.: 

Held, (1) that the wife of S. B. took nothing 
as she died in her husband’s lifetime, the devise in 
her favour having lapsed on her death; 

(2) that on the death of the wife of S. B. the 
ulterior disposition in favour of D. K , his mother, 
became operative and she took an absolute interest 
in the taluka under the terms of the Will of 1895; 

(3) that the Will of 1902 alleged to have been 
executed by D. K. in favour of the daughter S K. was 
not established; 

(4,) that under section 15 of Act I of ’869 the 
effect of the V\ ill of 1895 in favour of D K ., who 
would not have succeeded to the estate except for 
that - Will, was to take the taluka for the purpose 
of succession out of the Act and the successors of 
the husband of D. K were to be found out bv the 
ordinary provisions of the Hindu Law; 

(5) that the rule of succession laid down in the 
sanad granted to G. was not applicable to the case, 
because D. K being a legatee under the Will of 
1695 could not be considered as a “successor” under 
the terms of the sanad ; 

t6) that tiie provisions of the Crown Grants Act 
(XV of 8:-5> did not apply to the case; 

(7) that the rule of succession by lineal primo- 
geniture as laid down in the sanad being inapplicable, 
both the plaintiffs, being equal in degree in 
their relationship to the husband of ]). K ., wei e entitl- 
ed each to half of the taluka; 

<8) that the transfers made by D. K. were binding 
on the reversioners, whereas those made by S. K , 
were inoperative and of no effect C Sital Singh 
v. Si tl a Bakiish Singh, 4 0 L. J. 193 469 

Ss. 22, 23, 3, 8 — Crown Grants Act (XV of 

1895^, ss. 2, 3 — Primogeniture sanad, effect of grant 
of, in cases of estates entered in lists IV and VI — 
Sanad, supersession of, under Oudh Estates Act — 
Ordinary law , whether includes sanad under s. 23 — 
Revival under Crown Grants Act oi sanad already 
superseded — Custom — Primogeniture — Prooj- Exelu - 
sion of Jemales — Single heir succession. 

One A. was the owrier of Taluka Kundrajit before 
the annexation' of 'the Province of Oudh. He had 
four sons, whose heirA subsequently under the British 
Rule divided the entire taluka among themselves 
giving four distinct names to the four portions so 
divided. One of the portions was the portion in 
dispute and was called Taluka Taj pur. It was allotted 
to C., the eldest maleir. the line of the second son of 
A. The sanad granted by the British Government 
was a primogeniture sanad, with respect to the whole 
Taluka Kundrajit issued jointly in the names of the 
four descendants of A , but their names were entered 
in lists I and IV prepared under the provisions of the 
Oudh Estates Act. C. died in 1899 and on his death 
th c . taluka came into the possession of his only son 
K. On the death of K. his widow H. } the defendant, 
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succeeded to the possession of the estate. The plaint- 
iff alleged the taluka to be impartible and as the 
only son of one of the brothers of C, claimed the 
estate from the widow on the ground that he was 
the nearest male heir according to the rule of lineal 
primogeniture laid down in the sanad which governed 
the succession to the estate, as being part of the 
personal law under section 23 of the Oudh Estates 
Act and also according to an ancient custom of 
lineal primogeniture prevailing in the family to the 
same effect. He also impleaded in the suit the 
descendants of B , a brother of C , who according to 
the plaintiff were interested in denying his title to 
the property in dispute. The defendants denied 
that the estate was an impartible taluka, also denied 
the alleged family custom and contended that the 
estate having been entered in list IV, the succession 
to it was governed by section 23 of the Oudh Estates 
Act which prescribed the ordinary personal law as the 
rule of succession applicable to the case, and that the 
rule of succession laid down in the sanad was not 
applicable nor was the sanad, as contended lor by the 
plaintiff, part of the personal law under section 23 of 
the Act. The descendants of B also alleged that on 
the death of the widow the nearest reversioners of 
K., the husband of the widow, at that time- would be 
entitled to the estate. The questions for deter- 
mination in the case were whether the sanad still 
governed the succession to the es.ate both as part of 
the personal law and also in view of the Crown 
Grants Act XV of 1895, .or whether it was superseded 
by Act I of 1869 and whether the family custom 
relied upon by the plaintiff had been established. It 
was agreed that if the rule of succession b} 1 male 
Ineal primogeniture was established as applic able 
to the estate, the defendant being a female would 
necessarily be excluded from succession: 

Held, per Kendall, A. J.C., 1 1) that under section 
23 of Act I of 1869, succession to the estate wa 3 
governed by the ordinary law and not by the sanad, 
the sanad being part of the ordinary *law only in 
cases of estates entered in lists III and V and not 
in tho case of estates entered in lists IT, IV and Vl ; 

(2) that the operation of the sanad was superseded 
by Act I of 1869 and that the Crown Grants Act, XV 
of 1895, did not affect the provisions of Act L of I 860 
and consequently had not the effect of reviving the 
sanad already declared inoperative under Act I 
of 1869 ; 

(3) that on the evidence on the record the plaintiff 
had failed to establish the familv custom <•!' muie 
lineal primogeniture by which females wotdd be 
necessarily excluded. 

Per Kanhaiya Lai, A. J. C. — ( ! ) 1 he * 'and was not 
wholly superseded by Act l of i 869 and tlie caaad 
like custom must be considered as part of the per- 
sonal law referred to in section 22, clause 2, and 
section 23 of the Act; 

g>) the only family custom proved in flic case was 
the custom of a single heir descent, which did not 
exclude the females from succession. O Baihu 

Xarain Singh v Thakgbaix Hahn am Kuar, 4 u L 
J. c66 555 
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OUDII REST ACT (XXII of 1886), Ss. 4 (1), 47 
(1) — Landlord and tenant — Ejectment — Tenant, 
re-admission of, to portion of previous holding — 
Enhancement of rent, legality of 130 

‘ S. 33 — U. P. Land Revenue Act (III of 1901), 

8 - 79- Enhancement of rent — Tenant with heritable 
non-t ran sfe ruble rights — Settlement Court , order 
by Judicial decision — Occupancy tenant. 

The decision by the Settlement Court holding a 
tenant to have heritable and non-transferable rights 
is a judicial decision as contemplated bv section 79 
of the U. P. Land Revenue Act; and the rent of a 
tenant holding under inch a decision cannot be 
enhanced under section 33 of the Oudh Rent Act, 
although he be recorded as an occupancy tenant in 
the village papers. U P B R Sukhi-al Singh v. 
BitiJ Kisiiore, 4 O. L. J. 166 63 


4 7 (1). 4 (1 ,' — Landlord and tenant — 
Ejectment-Tenant, re-admission of, to pm 1 ion of 
previous holding — t nha moment of rent , legality of 
Where a tenant after his ejectment from the 
holding is re-admitted to only a portion of the same at 
an enhanced rent, the enhancement is illegal if it 
exceeds by more than one anna in the rupee or 
fi percent the rent payable by him before his eject- 
ment. o Fateh Bahadur Kiian e. Jagka.j Kunavar, 

200. c. iro i3 o 

k- Cl Landlord , meaning of — Co- sharer 

collecting rent separately from tenant , power of 

Eject ment. 

t The word ‘landlord’ in section Cl of the Oudh 
Rent Act means t lie person or persons to whom a 
tenant is liable to pay the whole of his rent. A 
petty co-sharer, who collects rent separately from a 
tenant is not, therefore, by reason of an unsatisfied 
deciee for rent entitled alone to eject the tenant, 

P cT B R ^ lAKiz • Au v - Mumtaz Husain, 4 O. L. J. 


- S 107 C, 11— Rent-free grant , sale of— Pur- 

. chaser , position of. 

The purchaser of a rent-free grant cannot, under 
any circumstances, acquire a title superior to that of 
Ins vendor U P B R 1 iiiazunnissa Kiianam v 
Dadhich Singii, 4 O L. J. 1(52 0 (j 


Ss. 10i (r, H, 1(8, Cl. (5 A) — Declarator i 
suit against order passed under Chapter YU j 
• maintainability of—Ciul Courts, jurisdiction of.' 

I he propriety of an order of a Revenue Cour 
granting or refusing under-proprietary rights undci 
s ' vt ;V'! !u7,f the Oudh Rent Act, according as tin 
ro ' ,nl! in,,K down t lici t' are satisfied or not ennno 
be cl.alhmgid in a Civil Court. But a decinraten 
vuu -‘M f be ground of a pre-existing under-propi i» tan 
right m (be presence of an adverse order of tie 
Rf venu.. Court is maintainable in fl.e civil (units 
O Shankar Saiiai r. Ga.iadiiak I kasad 20 () (’ 

i ; H ). I. J -109 2( J; 




(8) UU, - J,.,,,, 


Each 


Fimrer realising rent from each tenant accord 
to ln ; - share Ejectment- x,,t ^ ^ 


“ Ss. 120, 108 (8)— Joint estate — Each co- 

sharer realising rent from each tenant according to 
his share — Ejectment — Kotice. 

The mere fact that each of the co-sharers in an 
estate, which is joint within the meaning of section 
126 (1) of the Oudh Rent Act, collects from each 
tenant his quota of rent according to his share docs 
not authorise any of the co-sharers alone to eject a 
tenant by notice, unless a custom is established to 
that effect. U P B R Muhammad Yakub Khan 
v. Durga Piias/.d, 4 O. L. J. 384 848 

S. 15 1 — Under-proprietor, decree agai n st, for 

arrears of rent — Encumbrancer of under-proprietary 
property, position of —Suit on eticumbrancc , maintain- 
ability of. 


The mere fact that the encumbrancer of an under- 
proprietary property did not, in view of section 154 
of the Oudh Rent Act, satisfy the decree for arrears 
of rent obtained by the superior proprietor against 
the under-proprietor, docs not debar him from bring- 
ing a suit on the basis of his encumbrance. O Saif j 
Kiian v Commissioner Evzabad, 4 O. L. J. 3Co . 456 

* » f 

S. 155 — ‘ Stranger ’, meaning of — Pi'e-emption, 

The word “stranger’’ in section 156 of the Ondh 
Rent Act means a stranger with regard to the whole 
village, in other words, somebody outside the villago 
not only somebody outside the patti or mahal in 
which the land is situate. O Mehdi Hasan Kiian 
in Brij B iiusii an Misha, 4 O. L. J. 167 6 4 


‘PACKAGE,’’ meaning of, as used j n risk-note. 

The word “package” in a risk-note means both that 
which is packed, and that in which it is packed, i. e. f 
its covering or receptacle C Kali Dass Mullick 
in East Indian Railway Co., 2 1 C. W N. 815 62^ 


PARDANASHJN LADY, deed executed by — Execution 
— Burden of proof. . : . • 


In considering the question whether there was 
intelligent execution of a deed by a pardanashtu lady, 
the circumstances under which the transaction took 
place should be borne in mind. 


The mere translating the deed or communicating 
(he substance thereof to the pardanashin lady is not 
sullicient. 


I ° make it binding upon her it must be shown 
that the deed was interpreted and explained to her. 

\N he iv a deed of English mortgago written out in 
English was read out and explained to & pardanashin 
Hindu widow before she executed it in the presence 
of her own people, and tho reversionary heirs 
witnessed the execution and were consenting parties 

to it: 


Held, that the deed was binding upon the lady. C 
M am 1 ‘kary Dassya v . Eastern Mortgage ik Agrxcy 
Cf. ltd. - 865 

1 ARM 1 1 OX ACT (1\ ok 1^93), S. 4, scujvof — Inter* 

pretadon. 


A restricted scope is not to be attributed to section 4 
of the Partition Act. I ho section applios evenwhow 
tipi person who claims partition of a family dwelling- 
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PARTITION ACT— 1893- confcd. 

house has also obtained a-* transfer of a share of other 
family property. C Gopal Chandra Mukhopadhya 
r. Probhyt Chandra Biswas 577 

PARTITION DECREE, construction of— Parties 
-Minors — Agreement for common enjoyment of some 
items for which 'partition decreed — Non-certifying of 
agreement to Court , effect of — Absence of Court's sanc- 
tion, effect of — Suit for partition of reserved items , 
nature of, when enforcement of agreemenht barred. 

The cause of action for partition is one and the 
same and once it has merged into a preliminary 
decree and into a final decree which effects parti- 
.tlon by metes and bounds and awards possession of 
particular shares to the parties, the plaintiff cannot 
have a second suit for partition as if the tenancy-in- 
common gave rise everyday (even after the final 
decree) to a new cause of action 

So long as a preliminary partition decree lias not 
been completed by a final decree, the Court is hound, 
on the application of either party to proceed with 
the suit to pass a final decree and such an application 
is not an application in execution. 

' 4 

A suit for partition of reserved items should 
b& treated as one for recovery of possession of 
the share from which the plaintiff lias been 
ousted, by a partition by metes and bounds, and 
the Appellate Court should treat all necessary amend- 
ments as having been made. 

- If an agreement between the parties to reserve 
partition of certain properties of which partition has 
been decreed by Court cannot be recognized under 
Order XXI, rule 2, Civil Procedure Code, or Order 
XXXII, rule 7, or its enforcement has become barred 
under section 43, Civil Procedure Code, the only 
remedy of the parties to obtain a partition of such 
properties by metes and bounds is to proceed in 
execution of that decree and not by separate suit, 
provided a final decree was not passed in the first 
partition suit. IY1 Skthurama Saiiir «\ Chotta Raja 
Sahib, (1917) M. W. N. 327 820 

PARTNERSHIP DEBT — Co-partner, whether can 
sue in name of partnership — Right of other co-partners 
-—Costs, indemnity for. 

' One partner cannot sue alone to recover a debt 
due to the partnership; but a partner may use the 
name of his firm and the names of his co-partners 
to enable him to recover a debt due to the partner- 
ship firm, and any individual member of the partner- 
ship who is unwilling to join in recovering the debt 
has only a right to claim as against the partner who 
desires to sue an indemnity for costs PATSiieolal 
Sahu r. Sagarmal, 1 P. L. W. (350; (iyi7) Pat. 

108 

% 

PEN^L CODE (ACT XL\ r of ISoO), Ss. 99, 147— 

Rioting — Private defence of property— Recourse to 
public authorities Offence 311 

Ss. 147, 149 314 

— — —Ss. 147, 90— Rioting — Private defence of pro 
pertg — Recourse to public authorities — Offence , 


PENAL CODE — contd. 


J. R. lawfully and legally obtained possession of 
certain land and sowed certain crops on it. One B. 

K. in bad faith and dishonestly with a party of men 
wont upon the land and commenced to cut the crops 
for the purpose of removing them or at least 
damaging them. Information of this was sent to ./. 
R. and he in company with a band of men went 
straight to the spot to protect his property. A fight 
resulted in which very slight injuries wore caused: 

Held , that J. R. and his party were not guilt v of 
rioting inasmuch as they were acting in the defence 
of their property, they did not use any more violence 
than was absolutely necessary for the protection of 
the property, and they had no time to have rccoures 
to the protection of the public authorities. A 
Jagfsiiar Rai V Emperor, 15 A. L. J. 47; IS Cr. L. J. 
633 311 

S. 174 733 

" '5. 193 — Sanction to prosecute— False state- 

ment —Materials arising out of cross-examination, 
whether sufficient 727 


S. 2C6 — Disposing of car in contravention of 

hire-purchase agreement -Offence — Merger of 
agreement in decree of Civil Court 728 

— S. 216/? — li Assisting in any way to evade 

apprehension " , meaning of — Harbouring offender. 

The words “assisting a person in any way to evade 
apprehension” in section 216B, Indian Penal Code, 
are not to be read as ejusdem generis with the two 
methods specified in the preceding part of the 
section, viz , supplying with food, shelter, etc. 

Where the accused in answer to an enquiry of an 
Inspector of Police replied that his brother, who was 
charged under section 411, Indian Penal Code, was in 
the house and promised to produce him, but on going 
inside the house lie returned after a delay of 15 
minutes with his brother's son and said that he had 
made a mistake, as the 9011 was in the house and 
not his brother, and subsequently on search being 
made by the Police, the brother was found hiding in 
the house: 


[ eld, that as by the methods ho employed the 
used did give time and opportunity to the offender 
onccal himself or effect his escape, lie was guilty 
er section 2'.6B forgiving material assistance to 
offender in evading apprehension. C Mithi 
kN - r . Emperor, 26 C. L. J. 141; 21 C. W. N. 1062; 18 

L. J. 731 731 

g 277 — Public place --Public well —Spitting 

to well -Offence. " 

place is a public place it people are allowed 

ss to it though there may be no legal right to it. 

i well is a public well if people are allowed to 

‘cased 4 voluntarily spitted into a well, the water 
Inch was used for drinksing purposes: 
eld that he was guilty of an offence under section 
of tlio Penal Code, although the decree to winch 
rt rendered the water less fit for drinking might 
ma ll N. 8AMKA*isr,At. r. Emperor, 13 .S. L _R 

sr„. L. J.650 
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S. 302— Murder— Plea of guilty — Conviction 
— Offence, 

It is not in accordance with the usual practice to 
nr. opt a pica of guilty in a case where the natural 
I, r„n- \w.iil.) he a sontencr «>r death. B Laymva 

SlIlhAPPA r. IVMI I Km|{, IP IJOM. L. K. do(j; 18 t’ti. \>. J. 

6J‘J 699 

— tts. 305, 306, 309 3 52 

295 

d23— Go/apoa utility <j offence — Com pnnn isv, 

n ho con. 

The person by whom an offence under section 
323 of the Penal Code, may be compounded is the 
person to whom the hurt is caused, and not the per- 
son who causes the hurt. A Lala r. Empkror, 15 
A. L. J. 467; 1 H Cr L. .1. 7*9 729 

- S. 323 —Death of complainant - Right of 

prosecution , survival of. 

A prosecution under section 323 of the Indian 
Penal Code is a personal action and the right to carry 
mi a prosecution under that section docs °not survive 
to the legal representatives of a deceased com. 

plainant. P Kama Nam. v . Empkror, 26 P. R. 
1917 <>.: 18 Cr. L. J. 688; 31 P. W. R 19 17 Cr. 1008 


S. 4 33 > — Voluntarily causing grievous hurt to 

extort confession— Evidence. 

Where the deceased, who was suspected of having 
taken part in a theft and was in Police custody was 
beaten by the accused Police Officers and the boat 
ing resulted in his death: 

Held, that the accused were guilty of an offenco 
under section 331 of the Penal Code, P Empkror 

;• 12 P. W. R. 1917 Cr;18 Cr 

j. 7 ju 710 


S 333 


314 


- S. 353— Public sr, n,rnj,n 0 nut order 0 / 
t m, " h ' "K'lrr repeat, ;l A t— Assault— Offence. 

Vliero .'1 Court lius jurisdiction to order ilolivery 

Ol imsaess.on of uorCiii. property, tl,e mere fact that 

M purports to do SO under the authority of a repealed 
Act will not take away its jurisdiction, nor deprive 
the process-server of the protection which the law 
t;i ves to a public servant a, -tin- under the orders of a 
bourt ol coin pi'h’iit jm Lsilirt ioi, 

A (iroeess-server who was not wearing his official 

1 "' aM ’ ."irryinjf out the orders of a Court of 

V;""'"'', J-’— H*’"-*. — udt.., | |,v the airuseil 
He li.nl announeed that lie was carrying out Govern 
im*nt onlf-r: 1 1 11 

• ll-M, that i h.- accused were gniltvof an offence 
1,111 11 -f it." I'enal Code N I 

,:s - v ^ 1! S7: IS Cu. L. .1. 0S» 68 » 

— ' 1S '"‘" ' U rUiim of ri «'“ 732 

- ti -- S. J.« Criminal hroticl, of trust .l m isnlV. 

293 

, ii.ii'injoi . I(r contra rent;,,,, 

i I t- -jni. i I t\j rcetn>- ut ( n’t , ,• ir, 

neat m *' •' u j 1 ' < • 

I he aectisr d oofaliji-d a nnu or i-o- IV i 
plairmu o„ „ , '"'com. 

"»•• 30 as .1, 'wi.oh 7'" i 

f-i.I. Ilm.ara.uMremai. V" >' ni " " ,,!i 

of the i ' 1 u 1 1 1 ' l : i i 1 ■' 1 " u to property 


PENAL CODE — concld. 


Il ''' ,-i: 'ed Mould n, ir 


in any way dispose of it.' The complainant brought 
a suit for the recovery of the price still remaining 
duo under the agreement and got a decree for a 
certain sum with costs, but no lien on the ear was 
declared hv the Court. Soon after this decree the 
accused sold away l he car: 

llchl, that t he accused in disposing of the car in 
contravention of the original hire-purchase agree- 
ment did not commit an offence under scction°4G6, 
Indian Penal Code, as the original contract was 
merged in the decree of the Civil Court. 

Scmble. — That the act of the accused might 
amount to an offence under section 2C6, Indian Penal 
Code, for which proceedings might be taken by tlie 
complainant against the accused on getting sanction 
from the Court which made the decree C Cohen 
Alec Aran v Sasi Biiosan Das Gcpta, 18 Cr. L. J 

728 728 

S. 408 — Criminal misappropriation — Reten- 

tion of money entrusted to servant— Offence— Proof. 

The retention of money by a servant or clerk for 
fifteen months after its receipt raises a very serious 
doubt of bonajides against him, but the mere reten- 
tion is not conclusive proof of criminal misappropria- 
tion or criminal breach of trust. A Mathura Prasad 
r. Emperor, 18 Cu. L. J. 655; 15 A. L. J. 517 303 

S. 424 — Mischief 335 

^26 Mischief— Cutting of t ipe crop in full 

time — Offence. 

Where accused acting in good faith and under a 
bona Jidc belief that he was entitled to the posses- 
sion of cortain land delivered to him by the Court 
m consequence of his purchase at an auction sale, 
cut away a ripe crop growing on the land in its 
full time : 

Held, that he was not guilty of the offence of 
mischief under section 4?6 of the Penal Code, P 
Talebur r. Emperor, 2 P. L. W. 49; 18 Cr. L. J. 760 

~ - 750 

S. 4ov — Burglary —Accused found along with 

others in possession of stolen property -Benefit of 

doubt. 

Tho accused was charged with an offence under 
section to-, Indian Penal Code Tho evidence showod 
that two burglaries were committed in village B , that 
tracks of four men were followed from a place near the 
village, but later on they changed into the tracks of a 
maro , ami two men. A short distance further on the 
mare s tracks went off in one direction and the men’s 
tracks were followed to village D , when the accused 
was arrested along with certain others in possession 

of certain bundles which were found to contain the 
stolen property: 

liv'd, that the 11101*0 fact that, the accused was with 

the party in village D. did not provo that ho was one 

i bm glare and that the case against hun being 

doubtful he was entitled to au acquittal. P Mkwa 

Singh v. Empkror, 18 Cr. L. J 657; 27 P. W. R. 
• 917 Cr 

I LEA Not Specifically Raised -C owrf, potevr of. 

A l onrt is justified in trying out a question arising 
in a case, although it has not and could h*ve not been 
specifically raised in the pleadings owing to the 
peculiar circumstances of the case. O Saifu Khan 
r. Deputy Commission, Fyzabad, 4 0. L. J.805 456 
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POSSESSION, suit tor — IScnn mular, whether ran sue 

610 

PR AC riCTE ol Calcutta High Court, whr/hrr tube 
followed by Patna High Court. 

Where there is a general practice sanctioned by 
concurrent decisions in ( alcutta the Patna High 
Court will not depart from it PAT Cahamava Prasad 
Singh v. Sukhdiya Kuau, l P. L. W 759, ; 1917 Pat. 
191 517 

PRE-EMPTION — Custom — Wa jib- til- nr/, interpreta- 
tion of. 

v A wajib-ul-arz of 184-9 recorded a right of pre- 
emption in the case of mortgages to lambardar s and 
to ao-sharers while the entry in the wajib-u^arz of 

1882 was of a total Iv different nature. There was no 

% 

reference to mortgages and t he lambardar.* were 
dropped out altogether and the right was given to 
an own brother irrespective of whether he was a co- 
sharer or not*, then to near relations, then to n- 
sharers in the same lamhardari and then toother 
co-sharers: 

Held , that under the circumstances no custom of 
pre-emption was established by the wajib-ul-araiz. 
A Maiiabali v. Sahdeo 73 


“ Decree, conditional upon payment into Court, 
compliance with — Mortgage of subject-matter of 
' decree by decree-holder t 35 

— Hindu Law — Rishtedar qaribi, grandfather's 
brother's daughter’s son , whether is. 

A grandfather’s brother’s daughter's son is a 
rishtedar qaribi. A Sarju Dube v . Badri Narain 

595 


— Mortgage by conditional sale — Decree absolute 

— Possession ■ Cause of action — Limitation. 

A mortgage by way of conditional sale was execut- 
ed on the 3rd of June 90). A. decree absolute was 
made with respect to the mortgage on the 13th of 
June 1914, and possession was given on the 26th of 
February 1915. A suit for pre-emption with res- 
pect to the property was instituted on the 5th of 
October 1915. The custom of pre-emption as proved 
by an entry in the wijib-ul-arz referred to transfers 
and not to any order of Court making a decree 
absolute or granting possession: 

Held, that the suit was barred by time inasmuch 
as the plaintiff’s right, if any, accrued at the time of 
the original transfer, !.<?., in 19' >9 and not at the time 
at which possession was given und *r the decree 
absolute, as there was no right to get possession as 
the result of the decree absolute or the order for 
possession of the Court. A Suba Sing .1 v Maharir 
Singh, 15 A. L. J. 514 461 


Partial pre-emption. 


A pre-emptor is not entitled to choose wliafc part 
of the property sold he will exercise his right of 
pre-emption in respect of. He must, if at all, pre- 
empt the whole of the property which is the subject- 
matter of the sale. A Brij Narain Rai v . Ram 
Dhari Rao 40 

Re-sale to vendor before suit , effect of Right 

of pre-emption , whether defeated. 

A claim to pre-emption cannot be defeated by the 
re-sale of the property to the original vendor, even 
though the re-sale takes place before a suit for 
pre-emption is instituted. P Jmami r. Allah Diya u 
99 P, W. R. 1917 767 


PRE-EMPTION conch! . 

7 Single proprietor, acquiring entire village 

effect ( j —i nstom, whether continues to exist, 1 

Custom means a practice prevailing “amongst a 
certain community and if that community has-been 
reduced to a single individual, it is impossible that 
the practice can any longer exist. 

1 herefore, where once an entire village has como 
into the ownera-hip of a single individual, that indivi 
dual is entitled to dispose of his property to anv one 
lie pleases without its being subject to ‘any ri^htof 
pre-emption, unless the sale is made expresslv subject 
to such right. A Kameh-un-nissa Him c ‘ Scrip. 
Bibi, 15 A. L. J. 4-2; 39 A. ISO ' 


* 2 / 


PRESIDENCY SMALL CAL.SE COURTS ACT iXV 
°i’ Ss- 1 , 35— Foreign Courts, decrees of 

ther executable by Presidency Small Cause 
rts — Registrar, power of, to issue process - 


whethei 
Cou 
J nrisdiction 


process 

670 


PRESIDENCY TOWNS INSOLVENCY ACT (III nr 
1909-, S. 13 { (j). v . u * 

It is only when the petitioning creditor’s debt is 
disputed that the Court can stay proceedings under 
section 13 vb; of the Presidency Towns Insolvency 
Act. B In re Shivlal Kathi, 19 Bum. L. B. 865 

207 

S. 21, Adjudication order, ex parte — Adjust- 


ment, subsequent, with creditors — Annulment of 

adjudication— 'Payment in full", meaning 0 f 

Creditor , duty of. 

A man who has been adjudicated an insolvent ev 
parte has a right to have the matter argued in Court 
A creditor has no right to get an insolvent adjudi- 
cated insolvent and then to receive from him a sum 
in adjustment of his claim. He is not entitled to u«e 
his petition as a lever to secure preferential treat 
meut for himself. 

It is not permissible for an insolvent, once an act of 
insolvency has been committed, to say time the act 
was discounted because he had gone round ro his 
admitted creditors and forced upon them a com- 
promise or adjustment l hat is not a payment in 
full within the meaning of section Zi “ 0 f the 
Presidency Towns insolvency Act. JSuch 
payment must be iti cash in full of the claims and 
the insolvent cannot escape the result of the 
adjudicating order and prevent the Court from 
inquiring fully into bis affairs by adjusting his 
claims and getting the creditors to accept less* than 
what they considered due to them, nor by thus 
getting a receipt in full can he then contend that his 
debts have been paid in full, and the adjudication 
order should be annulled That can onlj be done by 
a composition or scheme of arrangement under the 
Act. B In re Shivlal Kathi, iy Bom. L. R. 0 65 

207 


S. 36 Court, power of - Examination — Appli . 

cation, contents of -Order refusing application 
grounds of. ' 

That litigation may ultimately ensue between the 
Official Assignee and the party to be examined under 
section 36 of the Presidency Towns Insolvency Act is 
no ground for refusing an order for examination 
under that section, 
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presidency towns insolvency act -concia principal and agent— cor.ea 


When the Official Assignee applies for the examina- 
tion of a person under section 3d of the Act, he 
should state shortly the nature of the information 
likely to he given by the person sought to he examin- 
ed and the dealings or properties of the insolvent 
to widen such information will relate. 

An order for the examination of a person under 
section 30 should not he made upon the allegation in 
the Official Assignee’s petition that th - person sought 
to be examined appears capable of giving informa- 
tion respecting the insolvent’s dealings and properties 

The powers of the Court are very wide under sec- 
tion 30 of the Presidency Towns Insolvencv Act and no 

* * 

limit lias been lixed by the section during which the 
powers may be exercised. Although the Court would 
in using these powers be careful to see that they are 
not used unduly and unnecessarily after a consider- 
able time has elapsed from the time of the discharge 
of the insolvent, still there is nothing in the Act to 
limit the exercise of the powers to the period before 
the discharge. C In re Hakipada Kakshit, 44 C. 
374 94 

S 83. 

The position of an Official Assignee in Madras differs 

from that of an Official Receiver in tin* muffasil. The 

• • 

Official Assignee may sue and be sued bv the name of 
the Official Assignee of the property of the insolvent 
without mentioning his own name under section 83 
of the Presidency Towns Insohency Act, whereas 
there is no corresponding provision in tho Provincial 
Insolvency Act IV1 K amak risiina Iyer v. Official 
Reckiyf.k, Tinnkvkli.y, 5 L. W. 507; 32 M. L. J. 520 

170 

PRIMOCJ EX ITU R E, lineal, rule as to succession 
by 469 

PRINCIPAL a.\i» A ( i K N 1' - Agent for sale of goods 
— Delivery order received from broker — Payment 
to broker, whether discharges agent. 7V9 


Agent' a ohlijalinn to rendei accounts, ‘trope of. 

The obligation of an agent to render an account of 
his agency and to account for money received bv 
him is not merely confined to rendering of accounts 
of what has Imen dom* with the moneys, but includes 
also the payment of any balance which might he 
found due from him upon la king accounts. C Kf.<iio 
Pros a i i Si no if <■ Saruax !.\i, 25 0. L J. 335; 21 •?. 
W. N. 51 M 359 


Agent personally liiMe - Principal, midis- 

closed -Suit against, agent -- Suit, siihsei|iient 
against principal, whet her maintainable. 1 V 4 

Month/, r "f Haul, ptorr, , of Uu nk, whether 

ran hr * nr, I // s Mono,,, /— / 'hint, amendment >>l\ 

hj claim rclirf nguinsi Manager personally in 

u! f remit i r>' — Lodol il •/ >j Mo i>m,rr. 

A Rank is a limited company audit can |,e sued 
only in its own corpora*,, personality It cannot sue 

pr .>ltin !1S {..rnmla suit 

against a Rank by its .Manager’ means at best only 

that it is jirepoHed In serve the Manager 

Jn such asuil, the Manager ca an,,, bei.vated as a 

^“‘y ■■ «... i... 

piTKonri i! v Im Mi\ 


An application to amend the plaint by insertion 
of a prayer for relief against the Manager in tho 
alternative should be refused, though he can be 
added as a party independently. 

The trial of the suit must be restricted to an 
enquiry into the question of the Bank’s liability and 
the Manager’s conduct can affect it only in so far 
as he may be found to have acted within the scope 

* nrt c 1 1 a lapuram Bank, Ltd r. 
Zamokix Raja A verbal, (1917; M. W. N. 359 549 

Poner.of. attorney, construction of — ,l Fir*t pro • 

duct ion, effect of — Attorney, whether hound to pro . 

(luce document every time }xncer delegated in sought 

to he exercised— Revocation. 

One ti held a contract from the defendants for 
certain work to be done for them. After some 
negotiations with the plaintiffs he wrote to the defend- 
ants’ agent on the 13th October 1910, stating that 
he was giving a power-of-nttorney to plaintiffs to 
sign for all payments on his behalf and saying that 
such power-of-attorney was to hold good till the 
work was finished. Thereupon the defendants’, agent 
informed the plaintiffs that all payments due to G. 
will bo made to them on production of G * s power-of- 
attorney in their favour. G. executed the power-of- 
nttorney on the 18th of October, authorising tho 
plaintiffs to recover all sums due to him from the 
defendant on the contract. 

• % • 

Plaintiffs, having made certain advances to (7., 
claimed payment from the defendants under the 
terms of the power-of-attorney, but were met by tho 
plea that nothing was due to G. at tho time when 
the power-of-attorney was produced: 

Hell, (1) that the power-of-attorney was in faqt 
an assignment in the plaintiffs : favour and tl>o 
defendants’ agent should have ceased to make pay* 
monts to G. after it was first produced; 

(2) that according to the terms of the agreement, 
fho power-of-attorney could not be cancelled till 
the work was finished and the accounts finally settled 
and t hat, therefore, a letter from G dated the 1st 
January 19 1 1 to the defendants’ agent cancelling the 
power-of-attorney did not exempt the defendants 
fnmi tho liability created under the agreement; 

(R'l that t ho defendants were consequently liable 

for all payments made to G after tho dato of the 
In-st production of the power-of-attorney. P Buta 
Mal-i. vouman Secretary ok State, 105 P. L, 
R. 1917; S(> 1*. W. R. 1917 280 

- - Pro. note executed by general agent— Liability 

<>l pnnapai . 

V lady executed a general power-of-attorney in 
nvonr of u relation, which gave him authority to 
borrow money on her behalf, but only for necessity.. 

u* said relation borrowed money on a promissory 
n"U\ in which he described himself as a relation and 

;' 7 OMt of t,u ‘ who was no party to its execution. 
1 n* note described that the money was borrowed to 
meet the funeral expenses of one of her relatives 
and ot her husband, who was the brother of the 
executant, ami for personal expenses; 
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Held , that the lady was not liable on the note, inas- 
much as it could not bo inferred that the money 
was borrowed on her behalf, or if so borrowed was 
borrowed for necessity. O Muiiamdi Bkgam v. Durga 
Prasad, 4 O. L. J. 299 452 

PRINCIPAL and SURETY -Suit against principal 
and surety — Decree ex parte against principal, 
whether can be set aside without discharging 
surety — Plaintiff withdrawing suit against pi in 
cipal, effect of 400 

PROBATE, grant of, delay in — Court Fees Act (VII 
of 870;, Ss. 19 iH) i4), 19 (!) — Motion of Collec- 
' tor, delay in, effect of 576 

PROBATE and ADMINISTRATION ACT (V of 
1881;, S. 55 — Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 190’$;, 
0. XXlll, r. 1 — Will Probate, application Joe, with- 
drawal of —Court, duty of — O. X\IIf , r. I, appli- 
cability of, to Probate proceedings. 

An application for Probate cannot legally be dis- 
posed of by a compromise. The law imposes on the 
Court the duty of determining whether the Will is 
genuine or not. 

Order XXIII, rule I, of the Civil Procedure Code 
does not apply to an application for Prob tte. If an 
executor improperly withdraws an application 
for Probate, he is not precluded from again under- 
taking the discharge of his duty in obtaining the 
finding of the Court on the genuineness of the Will. 
FAT Jugeshwar Nath Sahai v. Jagatdhari Prasad, 
(.1917) Pat. 192; 2 P. L. J 535 345 

PROVINCIAL INSOLVENCY ACT (III uf 1937;, 
S. 5 Application — Omission to disclose dismissal 

• of previous application, effect of. 

The mere omission to disclose in an application for 
adjudication that a previous application by the 
same applicant has been dismissed is not a sufficient 
reason within the meaning of section 15 of the 
Provincial Insolvency Act for dismissing the appli- 
cation. A Muiiammad Shis v. Mahabir Prasad, 15 
A L. J. 572 •' 445 

• -r-— Ss .16, or;. (2) (b\ 22 — Receiver, suit against, 
,.by. third person — Leave of Court, ivhcther necessary. 

There is no general rule of law making it noce .sary 
for a plaintiff to obtain leave of the insolvency Court 
before suing the Receiver in insolvency. 

_ A plaintiff who is not a creditor but a third person 
claiming adversely to the insolvent is not affected by 
the provisions of section 6, clause \c) b), of the Pro- 
vincial Insolvency Act, and is not, therefore, bound 
to obtain leave of the Court before suing the 
Receiver. S Halim a v. Math rad s Ramchand, 10 
S L. R. 179 122 

S. 16(2) (a) -544 

S. 18 (3 )• -Court, power of — Sale, benami, by 
insol veil t — Recc i ver, possess ion of — J u r isd ic t io n . 

Under section 18 (3) of the Provincial Insolvency 
Act the Court is competent to order that the pro- 
perty of the insolvent should be placed in the pos- 
session of the Receiver and to enquire whether the 
properly is in reality in the possession of the 
insolvent and whether the Receiver is entitled to 
obtain possession of it. Where a sale of the insol- 
vent’s property ig a mere benami transaction, it is not 


ion 
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necessary for the insolvent or the Receiver who 
steps into his shoes to luve the sale set aside and 
cancelled in order to maintain his possession over 
the property. A Jauri’P Sahu v. Ramanaxd Sahu, 
15 A. L. J. 738 37 3 

S. 22 — Receiver , suit against, by third person — 

Leave of Court, whether neecssary. 

Section 22 of the Provincial Insolvency Act does 
not in any way prohibit the enforcement of rights 
by suit without the leave of the Court. S II alima v. 
Mathradas Ramchand, 10 S. L R 179 122 

S. 27- Composition — Debt, proof of —Schedule 

of creditors , settling of— Creditors, right of vote of. 

In insolvency cases (he proof of debts means that 
the creditor shall have proved his debt in some of the 
ways prescribed by the Provincial Insolvency Act and 
that his name shall have been put by the Court on 
the schedule of creditors. 

In insolvency matters the schedule of creditors 
should be settled at as early a date as possible and 
where an application under section ^7 of the Provincial 
Insolvency Act is made before a proposal for com- 
position is finally accepted, no creditor is entitled 
to vote whose debt has not been proved and whose 
name has not been admitted on to the schedule 
by the Judge. A Chandan Lal v. Khemraj, 15 A. 
L. J. 538 156 

' S. 46 (I 1 — ‘ May appeal ”, “ shall be final ”, 

meanings of — Remedy provided by s. 46 (1), whether 
cumulative or substitutional for regular suit.. 

The words “maj' appeal” in section 44(1) of the 
Provincial Insolvency Act mean that a party 
aggrieved with an order may, if he thinks tit, prefer 
an appeal against it to the High Court but is not 
bound to do so. 

The words “shall be final" used in section 46 Cl) of 
the Provincial Insolvency Act do not signify that 
the decision of the Insolvency Court cannot be 
impeached in a regular suit, but they simply 
emphasise that no second appeal lies against an 
appellate order of the District Judge. 

A person whose property is claimed by another 
person lias, under the common law, the right of 
instituting a suit against the latter to establish his 
title, and this remedy has not been extinguished 
by the Provincial Insolvency Act. So that where the 
Official Receiver takes into his possession property 
as belonging to the insolvent, which a third partv 
claims as his own, the latter can bring a suit against 
the Official Receiver in a Civil Court to establish his 
right P Duni Ciiand v. Muhammad Husain, 22 P. 
R. 1917 220 

Ss. 61,67 170 

PROVINCIAL SMALL CAUSE COURTS ACT (IX 
uF 1887), S. 2 ) —Revision, grounds for. 

Where the decree of a Court of Small Causes, which 
must also include the judgment, involves a clear error 
of law, the High Court has power to interfere with 
the decree, but the error of law must be a substantial 
one and the Court must be satisfied that there Ins 
been a failure of justice. 

Where the point fur determination is obvious, the 
umission to state it in the judgment cannot be , 
deemed to have caused a failure of justice, L B Ko 

Kyaw Z in i\ Daw Mya 890 
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PROVINCIAL SMALL CAUSE COURTS ACT— 
conoid. 

— Sch. IT, Art 7 Apportionment of rent*, 

meaning of — Suit jo r apportioned rent on fraction of 
demised premises — Jurisdiction of Small Cause Court 
— Transfer of lessors interest , effect of — Right to rent 
after transfer , when amount payable on fixed dates 
— Transfer of Property Art IV of 18*2’, s>\ 36, 
2 (d) — High Court -Ci' il Procedure Code ( Act V 
of 1908), s. 102 Appeal, second 

Per Sadasiea Aiyar, J — A suit for arrears of rent 
due under a lease after an apportionment lias been 
made, in consequence of the interest of the lessor 
having been transferred in portions of the demised 
premises, either by simultaneous agreement between 
the parties or by one party with the consent of the 
other, is not a suit for apportionment coming under 
clause 7 of Schedule 11 of the Provincial Small 
Cause Courts Act. 


Even if the apportionment was made only by the 
plaintiff and he alleges it to be an equitable appor- 
tionment binding on the defendant, a suit which 
prays for the recovery of a definite sum cannot be 
called a suit for an apportionment of rent. 

The nature of the plaintiff’s suit lias to be found 
from the relief claimed by him and the fact that the 
Court may have to give findings as to the proper 
apportionment of rent does not alter its character. 

Where the apportioned rent claimed is below 
Rs. 500 there is no right of second appeal 

Ter Spencer, J., (dissenting.) — Article 7 of Schedule 
II of the Provincial Small Cause Courts Act takes it 
out of the power of a Small Cause Court to 
adjudicate upon a question of what is a fair and 
equitable rent to be paid by a tenant to his landlord, 
having regard to the yield, fertility and extent of a 
holding and similar considerations, which is rather 
within the province of a Revonue Court for estates 
or a Court of original jurisdiction in other cases 

A decision on what would be a fair and proper 
proportion out of a whole rent to a fraction of 
demised premises in consequence of the lessor censing 
to have an interest in the remainder is beyond the 
cognizance of the Small Cause Court. 


All r'mts arc, upon the 
the lessor, to be deemed 
day. 


transfer of the interest of 
to accrue due from dav to 


Where, before tin' date on which the rent becomes 
payable, the lessor ceases to have an interest in the 
hind leased, lie lias no claim lor rent subsequent to 
that date as there is no privily of interest between 
himself and tlie tenant . IY1 \r.\i\ Ranci.mi Ciikitv 
r. Y A 1 1; A \ KI.L' Ml l JAM Alt, 0 L. W. so 055 


All!. •>.) (g) — Siit lii recover no<n , 'U 
alv>in r cd os loan <..>< c>nd it i-.u ,-f ju : eriac.r — J n ris- 
ihct i(*n . 
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PUNJAB COURTS ACT (III of 1914\ Ss. 37, 44- 
Jurisdiction to transfer suits— Senior Subordinate 
Judge , powers of. 

• 

A Subordinate Judge has no jurisdiction to exer- 
cise the powers conferred by section 24 of the 
Civil Procedure Code, unless such powers have been, 
delegated to him by the District Judge with the 
previous sanction of the Local Government a 9 pro-' 
vided by sections 37 and 44 of the Punjab Courts 
Act, 19.4. IYI Am Naki v. Damodar Das, 33 P. W. 
H. 1917 111 

S. 41 176, 772, 1003 

PUNJAB LIMITATION (ANCESTRAL LAND 
ALIENATION) ACT (I of i900;. Sen. -Aliena, 
tion-Suit to recover l.tnd alienate l — Limitation] 
commencement of. 

In a suit to recover possession of ancestral land 
alienated by a male proprietor during his lifetime, 
limitation runs primarily from the date on which the 
alienation is attested. 

0 • 

0 

I 

Plaintiffs sued for possession of certain lands 
alleging that an alienation thereof by their father was 
without consideration and necessity. It appears that 
the original alienation was a mortgage executed 
in November 1897, which recited that if the property 
was not redeemed within two years it should be deemed 
to be sold. The mortgage not having been redeemed/ 
the mortgagee instituted a suit for possession on the' 
9th March 1901. This suit was compromised on the 
understanding that if the mortgagor failed to ? 
redeem within a further period allowed to him the 
mortgagee was to get possession. The mortgagee 
accordingly took possession on the 19th August 1901, 
mutation of the proprietary light boing effected on- 
the 29th June 1903. On the 31st of March 1915, the. 
mortgagor’s sons insti uted the present suit for. 
possession: 4 ; 

Held, that the alienation by salo which the plaint- 
iffs sought to attack not having been mutated till 
the 29th June 1903, time began to run from that 
date and the plaintiffs’ suit was, therefore, not barred 
P Jagat Ram v. Diiakam Singh 446 

PUNJAB PRE-EMPTION ACT (IT of 1905). S. 29— 

Delivery of possession by attornment of tenants and 
by p<unting out land sold — 'Pre-emption, suit for— 
Limitation. 

% 

In a suit for pre-emption it appeared that the sal© 
sought to bo pre-empted was an oral one and bad 
taken place some six months prior to 26th July 1907, 
and that possession was, in June 1907, delivered totho 
vendors by getting the tenants to attorn to the 
vendees and by pointing out on the spot each and 
every held which had been sold. The Suit having been 
instituted on the st October 1 909: 

% 

Held, that the vendees came into physical posses- 
sion of the land sold in Juno 1907 within \ the 
meaning of section 29 of the Punjab Pro-omptiou 

Act and that the suit having been instituted more- 
than one year after that date >vas, there foie,, time- 
banod p Bisiikn Singh t\ Fekoz C)uxi>. 93 P, W. 
K. 1917; 13 P. L. R 1917 618 
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/ n iCf (XV1 U1 s *- * 02 ) 

70 W-J»n<sd,ct,on. uj Civil and Revenue four!, 

—bait by water- carrier to recover due Village 

CC66. v 

Village cesses such as ha , bul.a, poochh balci etc 
are cesses tenable by the proprietors of .a village’ 

duT i:ZT P - netary rcsideuts or **»«..» and aw 

-r 

, lf i S “ t ,, by a water-carrier against the proprietary 
body of the village to recover dues as payment for 
personal services based upon an entry in the wo jib - 
ttl-arr is not a suit to recover a village cess, and is 
therefore, cognisable by a Civil and not by a Revenue 
Court. P Azi.v r. Gori, 44 P. W. R. 1917; 74 P R. 

•487 

PPM/ REGULATION VIII or 1810- Collector, uhc. 
ther has judicial capacity-Colleclor, power of, to male 
order as to costs m proceedings before him J 

tt. n n**!® pl ; ovisions o{ Regulation VIII of 1819 
the Collector has power, when an application is 

made_ imder the Regulation for the purpose of 
^ 7 th e rent ill arrears, to determine the actual 
lent due and has a iuosi-judicial capacity. and, there- 
fore, has jurisdiction to direct in what manner the 
costs Of the proceedings before him ought to be 
borne, c Bhui’EN-dra Kumar Sarkar r. Kissori 

61 4 

n ( o L * 2 ’ whctkc '' ° Jfcclcd by Act VIII B. 

O. OJ Ioo~J, s. 4. 

Clause 2 of section IS of the Putni Regulation has 
not been affected by section 3 of Act VIII B C of 

I 860 , so that a purchaser of a putni tenure seek'iim 
to proceed under that clause must apply to the 
District Judge, and not to the Collector. C Monmotho 

mJV'TIA ? 101 JuWiE > 21 -rERuA.VNAs, 25 C. L. J. 

Oy5j 44 C, #15 368 

QUESTION of LAW Adverse possession, whether 
question of law 420 

^WA y S ACT IX of 1890), Ss. 68, 69, 1 13, 120 
12 J— Travelling without ticket , whether op nee— 
Intent to defraud— “Railway”, whether includes 

railway carriage— Railway servants, duty of Penal 

Code (Act XIV of IHtOj, s. 828 

„„ T1 , mai , n a ? d ^primary purpose of sections 68 and 
69 of the Indian Railways Act is to prevent persons 
from travelling in fraud of the Company without 
having paid the necessary fare, and the obligation to 
show the ticket, when required, is subsidiary only to 
such primary purpose. 

Section 68 prohibits travelling without a pass or 
ticket, but so to travel without intent to defraud is 
not a criminal offence 

- But a person so travelling is liable under section 
113 of the Railways Act to pay on demand by any 
Railway servant an excess charge, which is some- 
what in the nature of a penalty. 

There is no provision in the Railways Act for 
ejecting passengers except in certain circumstances, 
such as are specified in section 120 of the Act. 

Tho expression “railway” in section 122 of the 
Railways Aot does iiot include a railway carriage, and 
the section does not, therefore, apply to the case of a 
passenger travelling in a railway carriage. 

B&ii way servants are public . servants and they 
milet act Within the four comers of their statutory 
powers. 
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RAILWAYS ACT—.-. 


>hCi« 


Ticket collectors and checkers arc expected to con- 
duct themselves with restraint and self-control. C 
Mohammed Hosai.v c. Farlly, 44 C. 279- 25 C T 
J. 610; 18 Cr. L. J. 647 ’ ° Sn, 

~ ^ !s '* 113, 120, 122 295 

RAILWAV COMPANY, liability of, to compm, sa n- 
joriMnfo 1 — Risk note exonerating Company from 
liability except tor loss of complete package, 
whether contrary to public policy 626 

RECEIVER, possession of, nature of. ‘ 

I he possession of a Receiver must bo regarded as 
possession on behalf of the party entitled to the 
property as finally settled in the suit and where 
the suit is against a defendant who was in posses- 
sion and is dismissed, the possession of the Receiver 
must be regarded as ou behalf of the defendant and 
a does not suspend the operation of adverse posses- 
sion. IYI 8 uhu4,vaPavi>aium C. Ml’ HAMAl) Ml-6TA1*1I\ 
Maka. AVAR, 21 .\|. L. T. 62; 5 L. W. 690. 32 M. L. J. 

80 50 

REGISTRATION offer period „f limitation, validity 

OJ. 

. T] , 1C registration of a deed is not invalid and 
ineffectual merely because the deed was presented 
tor registration by the grantee without the consent of 
the grantor after the expiry of the period limited for 
the purpose, and the delay was accounted for by the 

production of a false certificate of the illness of the 
grantor. C Iuubhat Chandra .Shomk v. Siiashauimr 
Kumar Ghosh 215 

REGISTRATION ACT (XVI of 1908 \ S. 16 Ran- 

llamas and kabuliyats, whether require registration — 
Occupancy rights, transfer or. 

Raj mamas and kabuliyats , that is, transactions with 
regard to the khata, arc the general accompaniment 
of transfers of ownership of occupancy rights. The 
transfer, however, of tho beneficial ownership is a 
transaction not between the khatedar and his superior 
holder, but the khatedar and the incoming occupant. 

A raj mania and kabuliyaf are documents between 
the occupant and his superior holder and not docu- 
ments between the transferor and the transferee. 
They recite the transfer which has taken place, but 

they themselves do not purport to operate as trans- 
ferring any interest to another. 

Even if they can b(* said to fall within section 17 
of the Registration Act as operating to extinguish an'* 
interest in immoveable property, they are not required 
to be registered unless it is shown that the interest 
extinguished is of the value of Rs. 100 or upwards. 

Per Beaman, J . — The conjoint effect of a rajinamu 
and a kabuliyaf, between a mortgagor and a mort- 
gagee, or between a mortgagor and a third party, is 
to indicate that in the first case the equity of redemp- 
tion lias been extinguished and that in the second 
case it has been transferred. B Imam Ibrahim i . 
Biiau Appaji Jadhav, 19 Bom. L. R. 329; 41 B. 
510 o8, 

S.s 17, 49 “Transaction, " unilateral, who-' 

• i • • . * . * 


, , 7 

ther amounts to intention to become divided in» 
status Registration • c(j 

— S- 17 (b;— Tasfianamn praying for decree 

in accordance therewith, whether compulsorily red 
I ruble — Intention, 
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REGISTRATION ACT-concM. 


INDIAN CASES. 


REGISTRATION ACT-concld. 


[1917 




• t 


Whore a document stamped w it li an eight-annas 
Gourt-fee stamp headed “ tasjiannma bn adalat 
District Judge, Ludhiana,” commenced by describing 
the parties in detail and saying that they had various 
disputes between themselves and that certain pro* 
perty in the possession of the defendants shall be 
given to the plaintiff and concluded with a prayer to 
the Court that a decree to that effect may lie passed 
in favour of the plaintiff: 

Held , that the intention of the parties was that 
the document should be presented to the Court in 
order that a decree should be passed by the Court in 
accordance therewith, and that, therefore, it was a 

petition addressed to the Court and as such did not 
require registration. P Haki Chand i\ Magiii Mac, 
95 P. W. It. J 917; 112 P. L. R. 1917; 78 P. It. 

19J? , 675 

" S. 17 (1) (b ) — Letter reciting certain facts and 
delivery oj possession, » hethcr compulsorily regis- 
> ruble, 

A letter reciting certain facts and saying that the 
writer has given possession ot cotain property to a 
certain individual and has ceased to have anything 
to do with it. is not an instrument which of itself 
operates or purports to create or declare any right, 
title or interest in the property and does not, there- 
fore, require registration. P Kaju Mat. v. Pauma 
Nano 455 

^7, Cls. (1) (c), (2) (XI ) — Endorsement 
unregistered , of payment on mortgage-deed, admimbili - 
tyof. 

Endorsements of payments on mortgage-deeds are 
admissible in evidence, though unregistered. They 
tall within the scope of clause < 2 > XL, and net of 
clause u; «c) of section 17 of the Kegistration Act 
IVI Bo.MMANABOYINa KoTINAOULU V. it AM AKA JU 
Ankayya, 1 L w. 44: 0917 M W N 4f7 8 o.; 

y. Mortgage — Redemption suit— Coin-' 
promise, non-registration of, effect of 121 

Ss. -LH7, “ Transaction ,” unilateral, whether 
amounts to intention to become divided in status — 
Registration. 

Where such unilateral declaration is embodied in 
un instrument in writing prior to a division by metes 
and bounds, it does not amount to a “transaction” 
within the : meaning of section V of. ho Kegistration 
Act and is admissible in evider.co without regis- 
t.-ation. M Sikiiamam Fa.nojthar v. o.m.mani A.mmal 

7 ’ , 7 s ' Ujnsn! to register ’, meaning of - 

f! 1 reg l s(eaii.,n— Jurisdiction of Cou-l- 

Link 'i n. 

o! a Jl- gisri.,j- rd using !fji:>‘eon‘ j , 

menl for ivgi.M* rari..., the ground that d fin,,-’ 
i;,| ' ,r,,i :V l “dusal,., i "gisi « i will, in ||,e m.-anir,- „f 

n :" ! 7 ,!n ‘ 1 rni i-ni Ac!, and nufii|.«s the 

a-iD-Ned parry to „e ; for the enforce, .,om of .-i, 

tiiiliojj limit*)* | !,t. > <'«.*( f t » ) | 

Tlu.wu: 2 ... j. n I»t mi ii r .i,i !M , . ll(i(wwli lvf 
(or.( c<-pt 

regirffir uitli.i. 1 1 1 • i „r . 

utrtioi/. 70 and Ti. " ' 1 

-II,t i line (Vr filing a anil and, a- (1 . . 

u -onip'.iod ff.,.. uw d»to ..f c„. 

1 ' ' * j *.i ll j y. 

1 >- • • ' • 1 I 1 1 t « • f V/ ; » 


% 

72 or section 76, and not from the date of any' prior 
order refusing to extend time. IVI Gangadara Mudali 
v. Sambasiva Mudali, 33 M.L J. 54; 40 M. 7--9 i92 

REGULATION. See Putni Regulation. 

RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS ACT [XX of 1863), 
Ss. 7, w , 9, 10, 14 — Religious Endowments — Appoint, 
ment of member of, Committee — Appointment by Civil 
Court, whether administrative or judicial act. 

Section 10 of the Religious Endowments Act, 
1863, does not appear to empower a Civil Court -to 
direct the remaining members of a Committee 
appointed under that Act, when they have failed 
to hold an election for the choice of a new member, 
to hold such an election. It can direct them to fill 
up the vacancy, but such filling up is then their 
own act. 

A proceeding of the Civil Court under this 
section is a judicial and not merely an adminis- 
trative or ministerial act. Jn such matters the Givil 
Court exercises its powers as a Court of Law, not 
merely as a persona designata whose determinations 
are not to be treated as judgments of a legal 
Tribunal. P c Balakrishna Udayar v . Vasudeva 
Aiyar, 15 A. L. .1 645; 2 P. L. W. .01; :*3 M. L. J. 6ft 
26 C. L. J. 143; 19 Bom. L. R. 7 1 6; 1 1917/ M. W. N. 
628; 40 M. 793; 6 L. W. 501 650 

RENT-FREE UNDER-PROPRIETARY HOLDING 

— Resumption suit, whether maintainable , 

An under- proprietary holding, whether rent free or 
otherwise, being heritable and transferable, is, by its 
very nature, not capable of resumption. When it is 
rent free, the remedy of the superior proprietor is to 
apply to the Settlement Officer to have it assessed to 
rent under section 7b of the U. P. Land Revenue Act, 
unloss the assessment is barred by a previous judicial 
decision or otherwise. If it is assessed to rent, and 
the rent is not regularly paid, t*«e superior proprietor 
can only bring it to sale in execution of a decree for 
his arrears but cannot eject the under* proprietor; 

The principle underlying the resumption or assess- 
ment is that the State is entitled by the anoient law 
of the country to a certain amount of the produce of 
the soil, for which revenue payable in cash has now 

been substituted, and it cannot bo deprived of the sarno 

by any action of the owner of the soil, and that tho 
latter is similarly entitled to recoup himself from tho 
occupier or actual cultivator, unless the effect of the 
recoupment is to stultify his own contracts for valu- 
able consideration O Shankar Sauai v. Gajadhar 
I'kasad, 20 O.C. 1 71; 40. L. J 49 2*0 

RENT SLIT— Alternative claim for money-decree 
against plaintiffs co.sharcrs, maintainability of* 

A suit is maintainable in the form in which a 
decree tor arrears of rent is claimod against tho 
ujinf-defonduuts, with an alternative prayor at the 
v ime Mine lor a money-decree against the other sot 
• t defendants — the co-sharers of tho plaintiff— in case 
7 ls held that they have realised tho entire rent 
ivom the tenant -defendants. C Binodk Lal V. Preo 

iVviu l 73 


Oi 

A 

-* i 


Bhnuli hi ml— Produce, quantity* of y pTpaj 
■/- h'od.ccss return, admission in, value 


'rage rate of rent. 

} .Vi° lv !i Phaint iff sues for arrears of r<?nt of bhanli 
7 • should l>o allowed to prove the actual produce 
•• \o e.rs in suit and its prices, .An admission <lf 


Vol. XL] 
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the rate of rent in a road-cess return some years prior 
to the years for which rent is claimed is not con- 
clusive as to the average rate. PAT Ram Sahi v. 
Maiiabir Gir, 2 P. L. VV. 60 606 

Decision as to annual rent payable — Subse- 
quent suit - Res judicata 460 

— — Rent, reduction of, claim for, on ground of 

non-repair of irrigation works— Set-off, equitable, 
whether can be allowed in suit for rent 26 8 

JiES JUDICATA. See Civil Procedure Conn, S. 11. 

Appeal — Finding on particular point 
against party in whoso favour decree is made 

771 

— Appeal — Withdrawal of ouit 
— Malikana, suit joe recovery of. 

Where the plaintiffs' claim for malikana is estab- 
lished by suit, its denial by the opposite party in a 
subsequent suit is barred by* res judicata. PATSaiyid- 
uddin V Avadii Behari Singh, 2 P. L. W. 61 864 

RESTITUTION ok CONJUGAL RIGHTS, *nil 

Legal cruelty ’-Liquor, use of. 

Where it was found that a husband was addicted 
to the use of alcohol and that occasionally lie beat his 
wife when he was the worse for liquor: 

Held, that these facts fell short of establishing legal 
cruelty, so as to debar him from suing successfully 
to obtain ft decree for restitution of conjugal rights. 
O Gidli v. II ira Lat,, 4 O. L. J. 112 674 

REVIEW, —Discretion of subordinate Court- Revi- 
sion— High Court, power of 40 3 

REVISION (CIVIL ). See Civil Procedure Code. 
8s. 115, 439. 

(CRIMINAL , application for - Limitation — 
Calcutta High Court — Practice. 

„ An application for revision to the High Court ought 
to be made at the earliest possible moment. But 
the rule is not inflexible, and the High Court has 
reserved to itself the power, when exceptional eir- 
cirumstauces arc proved, to depart from it. 

The usual practice of the Calcutta High Court is 
to allow 60 days’ time to an accused person for 
making an application for revision, counted from the 
date of the conviction or the order complained of. 
But the time which is occupied in prosecuting with 
diligence his application to the Sessions Judge for a 
reference to the High Court and obtaining his 
decision should not be included in counting the 60 
days but should be added to the GO days just in the 
same way as the time necessary for obtaining copies 
of judgments, decrees and orders. C Ra.j Chandra 
Bhuiya v. Emperor, 25 C. L. J. 564;18 Cr. L. J. 694 

694 


R/TI AJ-I’A J/, entry in, construction of . 

An entry in the riwag-i-am must be construed as 
being strictly limited to the case which is set out in 
the question under reply. P Mohammad Bakhsh v 
Karm Idaho 104 P. L. R. 1917; 82 P. W. R. 1917 

246 

non-payment of, whether 
renders sale void — Intention 489 

SCHEDULED DISTRICTS ACT (XIV of 1874) 174 

SONTHAL PERGANNAS REGULATION (III of 
1*72),- S. 6 — Contract for evading provisions of 
section, whether enforceable — Sonthal Pergannas . 

In the Sonthal Perganuas a contract between a 


SONTHAL PERGANNAS REGULATION — oonetd. 

borrower and a lender for the repayment with interest 
of the principal sum borrowed, which is really a 
subtle device for the purpose of evading the pro- 
visions of section 6 of Regulation III of j^ 72, is not 
invalid, and the Court ought to enforce the contract 
m accordance with the provisions of the Regulation 
regulating the rate at which interest is to be allowed 
Rs. 65u were borrowed in the Sonthal Pergannas 
on condition of repayment by 550 minimis of Whir 
wirhm four months. It was found ihat-on thed.ic 
date of repayment the price of paddy was Rs. 2 per 

£ii that though the oomliMon contravened th~ 
provisions of Regulation III cf 1872, still havL 
legard to the real meaning of the contract the 
plaintiff was entitled to recover the principal and 
25 per cent, interest from the date of the loan up 
to the dare of repayment, mentioned in the contract 
and m addition interest at 12 percent from the date 
of repayment mentioned in the contract up to the 
date on which the suit was instituted and then from 
the date of the institution of the suit at the rate of 6 
per cent, per annum until realisation. C Atikulu 
c. Azimuddin 415 

SPECIF IC PERI ORMANCE — Agreement to sell by 
manager— Minor members , contract on behalf and to; 
benefit of. 

No specific performance of an agreement, to sell bv 
the manager of a joint Hindu family can be decreed 
unless it is shown that it is in the interest of the 
minor members of the family and is beneficial to 
them. PAT Hari Ciiaran Kuar v Kaula Rai 1 P. 
L. W. 587; 11HI7J Pat. 2U1; 2 P. L. J. 5.3 ’ 1 42 

.*>1 ..U1FI / riE.JEf AL 1 ^1 of 1 877 , applicability 
°Jt Sonthal Purgunas Specific performance, prayer 
for — Scheduled Districts Act t XIV oj ,87+J. 

Tlie Sonthal Parganas being a Scheduled District 
within the meaning of Act XIV of 1874, the Specific 
Relief Act docs not propria vigor* extend to that 


area. 


Although the Act is not applicable to the Sonthal 
Parganas, a prayer for specific performance of a 
contract can be granted upon the principles of justice, 
equity and good conscience. 

The Specific Relief Act has given t he Courts a new 
power, but the exercise of that power which is 
specially declared by the Statute to he discretibnarv 
ought to he jealously watched. PAT Satya Narav v\ 
Chakravartv r. Dwarka Nath Sadhu, 2 P. L J 370- 
1 P. L. W. 738 174 

Ss. 19, 27 429 

S. 27 (t >) — Specific performance— Ccni'-oct 

ale— Notice cf zale before registrat.cn, 

If a defendant to a suit for specific performance, 
has notice of the sale to the plaintiff before thc- 
registration of his own contract of sale is completed 
he is liable to the plaintiff under section 27 b) of the 
Specific Relief Act. A Neiial Singh i». Sewa Ram 128 

■ S. 42 — Suit for declaration of share in decree, 

maintainability of 255 

S. 54— Easement - Right to catch fish — Owner 

of lower land , whether can restrain owner of higher 
land from catching fish in his own land— Injunction. 
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SPECIFIC RELIEF ACT — concld. 

Tho plaintiff, who hail some paddy Holds on the 
lower levels of a tract of paddy land, had for over 
20 years openly, peaceably and uninterruptedly 
enuirhr fish in a trap set on his own land. The 
defendant, seta similar trap by the side of a tank 
belongin''- to him, and caught some of the lisli which 
would otherwise have come to the plaintiff's trap, 
"hereupon tJie latter brought a suit to establish his 
r selil ol easement and lor damages, and for an in- 
junction rest raining flu- form nr from catching lisli 
in his trap: 

Held, that the plaintill could not acquire an ease- 
ment by catching lisli on his own land and was not 
entitled to restrain the defendant from catehijig fish 
on, liis 'own land, 

A man, who has exercised the natural right, of 
‘•.■itching lisli in his own property for upwards of 20 
years, docs not thereby acquire the right to prevent 
everybody else holding land in the vicinity from 
exercising a similar right. 

Every person has a natural right to catch lisli 
which are res nulling while on his land. C K.U,an- 
i»ar Man rut. v. Ajimcdee Manpai., 21 C. W. N. n**9 

* TAMP ACT OT of 1899), Ss. G2 t b), >8 (c)~ 
O'ltcnce, ingredients necessary for— Application for 
loan in prescribed Jornt recoin mended by sureti/ and 
approved by Manager of creditor Bank, ohcihrr no, ce- 
ment n'luch ah on Id hear stamp. 

An application was ma.lo to a Bank fora loan 
or, a prescribed form, which contained columns 
intended to show the signature of the person 
recommending the loan or undertaking any res- 
ponsibility on behalf of the applicant. A person 

Dnvment' ” T1 ' *'*"* "' Kuaran.ee the 

payment. I lie accused, wlm was the Manager of the 

Bank, approved the proposal liv saving in the ln«t 

column of the form that the application for the 

the form” 1 ^ ?rantec1 ’ No Ftam P was affixed to 

Hnh1 \ ( P tl , m( tho words “I guarantee the pavment” 
s.gned by the person who recommended M hmn 

" y , 7; r '' F,, 1 '" » Completely executed security 

'■» sl ft.,at„ie in tlm 

!,m en "'fr '• ' f ' n " ,kl Mot ^ M.l to have 

r 1 '" 1 l,,s "■ tliMt security bond by 

;v i" f il : r, " ,r ' Ti,..„.r..„.,ti,-e,...„ V irti ll - I1 

M .1 n. i gei iitul.T ,«i»ci ii»n t*J (M < *1' t he 
Aei could not be supported; h,, ""l* 

(2) thul t b-‘ Seei etar, oftt.,. 1 1 ,, . , i . , 

I lie loan to (be .,np|,;,„„ U « bo advanced 

I'ond, Id not I.. , ; | "'■>( 

111 C Slump Af .| „ i <!8 (r > " f 

the I ran a, -| ,, ndnlV ’’T"'' T" w!,h 

(•)•..•< i,Y. s, a'-.'.p 1 ' a?', ",r m ' h ,;s 

of is a .lev,;.... I..,).... I, ,i ofr 1 '•"'"pblliied 

V I'd.' uNr i., „.,,,eel , 1 
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SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE ACT^concId, 

No appeal lies ag dnsfc an order rejecting an appli- 
cation for review of an order granting a succession 
certificate. But an appeal will lie from an order 
rejecting an application for the grant of a succession 
certificate. A Narain* Dei v. Parmksiiari 124 


S. 0— Assignee of representative of deceased 

whether can apply. * 

A succession certificate may be granted to the 
assignee of the representative of a deceased person, 

PAT Ram< hakitli’ Saiiu c. Bam Nauain Saiiu. 2 

F. L. J. 850 

«U|T in name of vendor after "sale of his interest 

maintainability of ' 5Q5 

SURETY for consolidated amount made up of serein l 
promissory notes , liability of— Cause oj action. 

Where a person makes himself liable as a surety 
for a consolidated amount, the amounts themselves 
having been borrowed under several promissory 
notes from time to time, the cause of action as 
against the surety arises on each of the dacs on 
which the sums borrowed under tho several promis- 
sory notes become payablo. ‘ Who* e the ' cause of 
action is separate tho liability of the surety is 
also separate with respect to each of the promissory 
notes. M Giiui.amsa Ravuthar v. Visvanatiun 
CiiETriAU, (19 7» M W. N. 344; 5 L. W. 721 ' 347 

TALUQ, noa bad— Tenure- holier t interest of, whether 

permanent and heritable 

The interest of a tenure-holder with regard to 
uncultivated lands of a noabad taluq is not perma- 
nent and heritable. Therefore, a' tank in a noabad 
tal «</, which is more or less silted up, and a portion 
of the waste land, can bo settled by Government with 
a person other than the original tenure-holder, c 
Mourn Mohan Guha v Jiiaxda Mia Chowkidar 596 
TRANSFERS made by persons having no title, effect 

of 469 

TRANSFER cf PROPERTY ACT (IV OF 1882). Sa 

2(Rb 36 655 

S. 48 — Tenancy by estoppel, when created 

581 

1^* 76 if) — Mortgage — Agreement to keep 
mortgaged premises insured , failure to perform 
~~ Insurance effected by Receiver in mortgage suit — 
Money received under insurance policy, applicability 

( f- 

A mortgn go-deed provided that dnring the con- 
t i nuance of the security the mortgagor should insure 
and keep insured the mortgaged premises, and that 
it lie failed to do so, it would be lawful for the mort- 
gagee to make payments necessary for tho purpose 
and that such payments would be 'a charge upon tho 
mortgaged premises. The mortgage-deed also pro- 
V ( RU!MS money received under and by 

virtue of any such insurance should be applied by 
1 'mortgagee, if so required bv the mortgagor, in 
or towards substantially re-building, re-instating ot 
impairing the said promises. Neither the mortgagor 
ma t l,„ mortgagee insured the property, but the 
iver, appointed in the suit on the mortgago, 

Cour, ’ s direction kept the property insurod 
ugu.nst any loss or damage by fire, for the bonefit of 
»ll the parties to the suit Before tho property was 
,ou - £r,,t 10 sale in execution of the mortgage deoroe 
t was destroyed by fire, whereupon the Receiver 
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TRANSFER of PROPERTY ACT -cor, td. 

obtained under the policy of insurance a large sum 
of money: ® 

ifeZrf, (1) that the money received by the Receiver 
was not governed by the terms of the mortgagedeod 
inasmuch as the insurance was kept, on foot bv the 
Court through the Receiver as a matter of protection 
for the benefit of all persons who were parties to the 
mortgage suit, and not by the mortgagor or the 

mortgagee in accordance with their contract in the 

mortgage-deed; 

. (2 . tlial the Court baa ample discretion in directing 
UMnnf m! i U M Cl ' n h ° mone * Y 80 ^ceived should be 

laid out, and that the mortgagor could not claim that 

it should belaid out in restoring the premises tliai 

had been destroyed or damaged by fire. C Door v 
Chasd v. Rameswar -Singh ' ^‘3 

S. 50 655 

gr 

p rS 5 " assttaw- Z 

explicitly to Hie !s geneial and is not restricted 
have bee . in a J‘ rotec,lnn of parties only who 
Bat it cannot h? COn * r ° VCr8 - V "' lth «h« -ransfero,- 

against the subsequenTagitatioi/of prohibit . ion 

which arose in the ? ° f ever T question, 

it was decided That ^ J 0n ’ between whomsoever 
to W ° Uid refusefl,U 

““ ** SA'SS^.’aSr 

like an obligation runnino- with n * existing, 

pendently of the partv°i» 4 16 pro P ert T’ lndo * 
decreed/ ^ ^ w 10se favour it was 

o<“ p£!rri , st'» - ■*->» 

ant. annofc invoked by a defend- 

scope of the 0 doc“rine n oT uZlll proposition Liat the 
to cases in which thprfn^^ mus t he limited 
apply to the transferor m M?v °' res i udirata would 
V . Vasudeva Mau va MANJESH "ARA Krisiikava 

f 26 
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If there is a bona lidf solo • . 

acted upon between the - parties and 'the G<1 t0 be 
passes from the vendor without any reser^t- Pr0 J Pert7 
vendee and i he latter pays -ood ^nd vnf ‘T t ‘° th ° 
Mderation for the proper, y, thene've, tho ml t C °"' 
have been intended to defeat ,ho 11 ,na T 

vendor's creditor in the realization of ht i L >f ,1 “‘ 
creditor is not entitled to a derl-n-w , 11S ^ cbt > the 
of sale is voidable as a fraud on himTs th ^ deed 

the vendor. PAT Fakira Singh r Mvnm o. dltor of 
L. J. 54G JUA,M, ° Singh, 2 P 

685 

S. 53 —Fraudulent transfer— Prefc-*, *; , 
™ ent *° c ;' edit ?r> whether fraudulent / e,e " Ual **V' 

1’ oi nil that is contained in erw 
Transfer of Property Act a debtor* 00 ° 3 ° f f,l( ‘ 
debts in any order he' pleases and pref/rn** ^ ,lls 

he chooses. P« eternity creditor 

The mere fact tint o . 1.1 . 
his many creditors and execnteT °" C ° f 

him of his properties and does so of’ Vet ° Jnnce to 
would not stamp the transaction* ° . Purpose, 
transfer within the meaning of a 5‘* 1 traiubllei ‘fc 
Transfer of Properfv Act P h M , 53 of ‘he 

Buoy Singh, 1 P L \ w 45- , 

4-5; 21 C. W. N. 385; 21 M h T ll ! m ' L ' J ' 
•481’; 25 C L J. 502; 19 Bom l'r wfin 5 . 1 L - J. 
N. 473; 44 C. 662 R ' lJ9 G< M. W. 

242 

429 


■?« **”*»* 
Avchon-purchaser, position of Property- 

Property AcMs appKcaUe as 2 ° f h‘° Trau,fel ' of 
sales in execution proceedings "“T* to . invo| untary 
b y act of parties during ^ ? salcs affected 

relating to the property sold pendcnc Y of a suit 

pending the^ result™?* an f S °, W !" oxe cmion, 
successful third party is nrnl? ,- " h,Ch an ,,n - 
tltle to; the property nm t S6 . Cat ' n S, asserting his 

doctrine of P ZZs ZZnuTZ ^ thc 

sale, and tho title ne PP ‘f 3 ‘° ‘he execution 
Purchaser is .suhject tTT 7 th ° auctio '“ 

appeal, although the aueri^ “ of tho s aid 

Ut OSATGURD ^ t .Naxu KhLh, n 4°oT7 

~Sale tf defeat P fJ e Cab J H Z-. ^-Fraudulent sale- 

fidG ’ >r 

even though only 0 !7 nafer f Pro Perty Act applies 
hindered in realizing his d C e r bt.‘ C ° r ‘ S dofrauded and 


~ SS * 67, 65 Ul‘, 10S (,*)— Trn^^X' 

leasehold interest, liability of, f, renZiZT’^ " J 
Privity of estate. ’• to lessor— 

A mortgagee with possession „f a 
interest ,s not liable to the lessor for Z f 
English doctrine of privity of estate. '‘° 

Privity of estate is a -technical term of h >mlhh J 

Where a subsidiary Zu,"'! Z 
lessees interest, no fresh priviiv arises F ifr In 
stance, there is no privity of estate between a lessor 
and a sub-lessee, fn India under section 57 of the 
Transfer of Properly Act a mortgage of a lease-hold 

intercft is not an out and out transfer of the mort- 
gagors interest, and, therefore, on the Knn-lisl, 
doctrine no privity of estate can arise. 

Privity of contract is personal jnivitv and extends 
only to the person of the lessor and the person of the 

lessee, and t lie mere creation of a mortgage by the 

latter does not create a personal privity between 
the lessor and the mortgagee. IV7 Noc/inum. Eazuv. 
van Theethi’s Son v. Erarpod Rajah, 32 M L T 
442; 21 i\r. L. T. 401 ' g/j 

— aS. 58- Specific immQvcablc property” 

There is no reason why a general description of 
the property should he held not to constitute a charge 
if the description, though w ide, is not uncertain 
Scmble — Difficulty might arise in the case of n 
mortgage from a general description of the mort- 
gaged property, as a mortgage under section 5R of the 
Transfer of Property Act must be of “specific im. 
moveable property.” C Svam Pkarv Dassya ?-. Kas ter\ 
Mortgage Agency Co., Lto. "* " g$ s 
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S. 59 —Mortgage^ execution of — Executant , illi- 
terate— Execution, proof of. 

Where a mortgage-deed purports to have been 
executed by the executant’s affixing his mark to the 
same, it must be proved not merely that the mark 
is that of the executant, but also that it was affixed 
to the deed in the presence of witnesses. A K.\- 
SAIMM1AX r. MaKHTH'M RAKir.su 191 

— S. 60, applicability of , to anomalous mortgages. 

Section 60 of the Transfer of Property Act applies 
to all mortgages including anomalous mortgages 
within the meaning of section 98. C Bad at. Mot.t.a r. 
Chkmai Mondal 894 

S. 00 — Clog on equity of redemption 863 

S. 65 (d) —Mortgagor and /wir, right* of. 

Per Spencer , J. — Section 65 {d) of the 'Transfer of 
Property Act deals only with the rights and liabilities 
of the mortgagor and the mortgagee as between 
themselves. The rights and liabilities as between 
the mortgagor and his lessor are regulated by section 

108 (/). IY1 Nochumwi, Ea/.huvax Tiieethi’s Sox v. 
Er u.rnp Rajah, 32 M. L. J. 442; 21 M. L. T. 401 

841 

R. 70 623 

S. 76 — Mortgage account*. 

If owing to tho fact that I here have been acquisi- 
tions of the mortgaged property under the Land 
Acquisition Act, or other causes, there is some diffi- 
culty in identifying the mortgaged property, or if 
after identification tho mortgagee is unable to give 
possession of the whole of tho mortgaged property 
owing to sorno default on his part, the proper course 
is to debit the mortgagee with the value of the land 
in taking the mortgage accounts under section 76 of 
the Transfer of Property Act. IY1 Kottayat Gopala 
Mkxon v. Kolat Narayana Kuri'p, 5 L. W. 339- 
(1917) M. W. N. 289 70 

“ — S. 76 — Mortgagee taking possession on failure 

of mortgagor to png mortgage money — Liability oj 
mortgagor. 

When during tin* continuance of a mortgage by 
conditional sale, the inortgagco takes possession of 
tho mortgaged property with tho consent of tho 
mortgagor, on t lie failure of the latter to pay the 
mortgage-money on 1 lie due date, tho nature of the 
contract between the parties is not altered and the 
conditional mortgage is not transformed into a 
usufructuary mortgage; hut what happens in essence 
is that the parties adopt a certain mode of satis- 
faction of tho mortgage. Consequently no quostion 
arises in such a case as to tho effect of section 92 of 
the Evidence Act. 


Tho possession of the mortgagee thus taken can 
not extinguish (he title of tho mortgagor till a deem 
absolufo is made in a foreclosure suit properh 
framed for tho purpose, and the mortgagee win 
remains in possession in this way is bound to appro 
priute his receipts from the mortgaged property 
towards the reduction of (Ik* mortgage-debt in view 
of the provisions of section 76 of the Transfer o; 
Property Act. C Aksau Siiaik v. Sai k wa Scxdah 
Dasi, *-f: (). L. J. 560 37 1 

X. 98 — Mortgage by conditional <alr, vhethe 

anomrdons, 


A mortgage by conditional sale is not an anomalous 
mortgage within the meaning of section 98 of the 
Transfer of Property Act. C Badal Molla v. Chemai 
Mondal 894 

8 . 99— Decree on security bond— Execution 

— Propetry charged, whether can be sold 2 . 30 

— — X. 108 - Lease — Assignment of lease t effect of. 

It was not. the intention of tho Legislature by 
enacting section 108 of the Transfer of Property 
Act to bring the sub-lessee and the mortgagee from 
the lessee into direct relations with the lessor. Mere 
possession, in tho absence of privity of estate, will 
not make the mortgagee liable to the lessor. 

One effect of section 108 of the Transfer of Pro- 
perty Act is that the lessee does not cease to be 
liable on the lease by reason only ojf an out and out 
assignment, but be will, as in England, cease -to* be- 
liablc if the lessor accepts rent from the assignee and 
thereby creates a privity of contract between himself 
and the assignee. The liabilities of the transferee 
arise in India, ns in England, on and by reason of tho 
transfer, and do not depend on the question whether 
iho transferee has obtained possession. M Nochuliyil 
IOa'/.iiijyan T 11 fet in’s Son r. Erat.op Rajah, 32 M. h. 
J. 442; 21 M. L. T. 401 841 

* S. 108 (b) — Lease-Duty of lessor to put 

lessee in possession — Notice to tenants , whether suffi. 

■ cicnt. 

A lessor is bound to give tho lessee possession of 
the property leased. 

Tho obligation of the lessor is absolute and he must 
perform it, notwithstanding the fact that the lessee 
can take legal proceedings to recover possession hint- 
self from tho party in occupation. 

A notice to the tenants tolling them to pay rent to 
the transferee amounts to delivery of possession only 
where the transferor himself has possession to give, 
and not where he is himself out of possession. P 
Aimur, Karim v. Upper India Bank, 96 P. W. R. 
1917; 110 P. L. R. 1917 684 

S 10 S <j>. 

Tho principle of section 108 1 j) of the Transfer of 
Property Act applies to all kinds of leases, including 
agricultural leases oven though the section itself does 
not apply to agricultural leases. Wt Pf.numetsa Bapi- 
ka.it r. G opisKTTi Nauayanaswami Naim* 590 

S. Ill (b), (g ) — Forfeiture of service tenure 

created before or after the passing of the Act . 

A service tenure, whether created before or after 
the passing of the Transfer of Property Act, deter- 
mines if the tenant refuses to render tho requisite 
service and tho landlord is thereupon entitled to 
re-enter without serving a notice to quit upon the 
tenant. 

Clause (<?) of section 111 of tho Transfer of Pro- 
perty Act does not render it obligatory upon the 
lessor to serve a notice to quit upon a lessee who has 
forfeited his tenancy; a mere demand for possession 
is sufficient to determine the lease. 

The plaintiffs instituted a suit for the ejectment of 
the defendants from land, which they held on 
condition that they would serve tho plaintiffs as 
barbers and enjoy the land in consideration of 
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service, on tRe allegation that the defendants 

by refusing to perform the requisite service had for- 
icitccl the tenancy: 

Held, that if the service tenure be assumed to 
have been created before the Transfer of Property 

, . c *“ c lnt0 operation, it was competent to the 
plaintiffs, on the service thus ceasing, to resume and 
take possession of the land without reference to the 
Court at all, but if, on the other hand, the tenancy 
be assumed to have been created after the Transfer 
°t Property Act came into operation then the position 
oi the parties must be determined with reference 
to the terms of section 111, clause (6) or clause g\ 
whichever was applicable to the case, and that in 
either case, the defendants were liable to be ejected 
without service of notice to quit. C Ramxath Sil 
r. feiBA buNDARi Debva, 25 C. L. J. 332 348 

fes. 122, .123 — Death-bed Ijift — Registration — 

I A •! ^7^/.'.. . / 7 a 7 ^ 


1079 


TRANSFER of PROPERTY ACT— conoid. 


the transterab.hty of the goods themselves and is 
contained in sections 108 and 178 of the Contract Ac 
L B Knoo Eu Khivei r. Naxiuram Jauanatu Firm 

86 


Possession, delivery of, whether necessafy. 

Under section 123 of the Transfer of Property Act 
delivery of possession is not essential to the validity 
ot a giit, and a gift by registered deed would be 
valid without more. But where a gift involves 
questions of marriage, succession, inheritance or 
religious ushge, the Buddhist Law will apply. L B 
.Maung Ba M aung v. Mauxg Pyu 854 

- J— S. 137- Contract — Negotiability — Delivery 
order, whether negot iable— Document of title— Test- 
Contract Act (IX of 1872^, 102, 108, 178. 

Negotiability can be attached to documents by mer- 
cantile usage, J 

A document is negotiable if by the custom of the 

money market it is transferable as if it were cash; 

and its bona fide transferee obtains a good title to it 

# , j , of its currency) although his transferor 
might have stolen it. 

'Ihe test whether a document is a “document of 
title or a document showing title” to goods is whe- 
ther the document in question is used in the ordinary 
course of business as proof of the possession or 
control of goods, or authorising or purporting to 
authorise, either by endorsement or delivery, thc°pos- 
sessor of the document to transfer or receive the 
goods thereby represented, 

A delivery order is a document of title to the goods 
to which it relates and the property of the transferor 
in the goods passes to the transferee by delivery of 
the document; but when once delivery has been 
made to the person entitled, the delivery order is 
exhausted and ceases to have any effect. 

A delivery order may or may not be negotiable 
according to the conditions attached to it or accord- 
mg to the usage of trade under which it is issued. 
Case-law discussed. 

A document may be negotiable although it con- 
tains conditions, but when a seller of goods issues a 
document the real effect of which is that he will 
hand over certain goods to any one producing the 
document provided he has them and ho has been 
paid his price and all charges in connection with 
them, no. usage or custom of trade can compel him to 
hand the goods over if he has not the goods or has 
not been paid the price and stipulated charges 
• ; A documont showing title to goods represents the 
pods to which it relates and the law governing its 
ransferability is the same as the law which governs 


TRESPASSER m fosse*, ion oj demised land -Lessor 

Thu more fact that a trespasser has been in i 
possession of land let out on lease for twenty years E 
no reason why he should not be ejected fro, /the land 
by the lessor unless ,t » proved that the trespasser 
had taken a bona fide settlement from a third person 
whom lie believed, in fact, to be the landlord and 
entitled to let out the land C Hajra Sardara r 
Ku.nja Behar. Nao, 25 C. L. J. 635; 21 C. W. JR 

1 RUST, creation of- Revocation - Author of Wait 
power of, to revoke. . J ’ 

The position of a person who creates a trust of 
Ins property and declares himself to be the first 
manager becomes merely that of a manager and he 
18 “ ot «*»*Petcnt subsequently to revoke the trust 
or to a tent or to appoint new managers. A Sin- 
i , hax Lai, v. Gaup.i Shankar j, - 

Head of mutt, position of 53 j 

Purchase cf bust properties in Oeurt sale— Pur. 
chaser, whether can assign fur value 

One ,S. acquired large properties in Urn salt trade. In 
1891 by an instrument of deed of trust he endowed 
ceitam charities with some properties and directed 
that a sum of Rs. 144 should be spent every year on 
account of the charily and directed the members of 
Jus family to act as trustees. In IS95 ho died and 
A, one ot his sons, succeeded as trustee. In execution 
ot a decree obtained against ,1. for debts duo from 
his father the charity properties were attached and 

brought to sale. The first defendant became the 

puichasei and was in possession ever since 1898. In 

1913, A. was removed from his trusteeship and B 

was appointed his place. In a suit by B ti, 

recover possession of the properties on behalf of the 
charities: luc 

(2) S "l fc WaB , balre<l limitation; 
(2) that the power to apply R s . 144 every year 

towards the charity properties was not a proprietary 
interest m the property alienated which could pa/ 
to an alienee but was only a power which P t he 
trustee had to exercise from time to time, m Sub- 
uah a Panda ram v. JIaha.mad Mostapua Maracayak 
21 M. L. 1. 62; 5 L. VV. 190; 32 M. L. J. 85 5(j 

” T Trustee for payment to creditors— Transfer of 
bonds and look debts to trustee — Accounts- Beqli. 
ycncein collection— Damage or loss, liability of trustee 
for— Mortgagee tn possession— Interest, liability to 
pay— Trusts Act (II of 1882), s 23. 

A trustee, appointed by a person for payment to 

bis creditors to whom the debtor transfers bonds 

and book debts for collection and payment as 

aforesaid is bound to realise the amounts due thereon 

with due diligence and is liable for loss caused to his 

appointor by his aches. The trustee should, in that 

event, be debited with the face value of tho docu 

ments and should not be- allowed the costs of suit 

incurred by him for his belated enforcement of the 
bbnds. ' ... .. 

In the matter of liability for interest, there is a 
difference between a trustee and a mortgagee in 
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possession. A mortgagee in possession, as soon as his 
debt is paid off, will be bound to pay interest on any 
money which he may retain thereafter, while the 
liability of a trustee would depend on whether he is 
dlty of a breach of trust. 

Where there has been negligence in the trustee 
d contributory negligence in (lie debtor who 
appointed him which has occasioned loss to the 
latter, the trustee should not be charged with 
interest. M Golla Naoaya v Thiwtocntla Ven- 
kata* Scbbakayudu 779 

TRUSTS ACT (II ok 1882), S. 23 779 

-S. 90 581 ** S1IU P »na also a aW rucMiie" within 

the meaning of the definition of tho wnrrl «k„!u* 

U. P. LAND REVENUE ACT (III ok 1901), S. 36 in section 2, clause (2 , of the Municipalities Act 

— Ex-proprietary rights, claim as to Limitation. Emperor r. Hasuim Ali, 39 A 482* I ft A r t 

» annlication under section 36 of the TT_ 13 Cr. L ,-T. 659 * ’ ' * 1 » 

— Ss. 185, 186, 2 (2) - “Building ” waning of 

)ticc under s. Kfi * * ** J 


U. 1*. MUNICIPALITIES ACT (1 600) -conoid. 

much as by section 17 of that Act a Muuicina 
Board >s a corporate body with a perpetual succession 
and a common seal and has power to do all things 
necessary for its constitution and can sue and be sued 

>n its corporate name; and these powers have not 
been altered or limited by the Act of 1916. A 

U. P. MUNICIPALITIES ACT (II V 

retrospective effect of-Offence' under phi 
Act - Sanction under new Act, validity of 700 
O. I ( 2 ), Building , meaning of. 

• A u , "‘ r 1 °,? fed f shed erected in front of a shbb 
is a shed and also a “roofed structure” within 


JJx.propnclary rights, arum as to — Limitation. 

A vendor’s application under section 36 of the U. 
P. Land Revenue Act, tiler! within one year from tho 


R S II ESI! .MAN 

66 


P. Land KCVCuutJ jvui, mci »iuhu UIUJ ai nuni uiu 

date of the application for mutation made by the 
vendee, but beyond one year from the date of the 
sale, is barred by limitation. U P B R P 

Pkasa i) c . Bindbshuri Misik, 4 O. L. J. 1 70 

. — Ss. 79, 231 — Determination of account paj'- 

ablo to proprietor— Revenue Board, powers of, to 
make rules— Rule 1, Cir. No. 63 tf -863. 200 

— S, 79- Oudh Rent Act (XXII of 1886), a. 33 

— Enhancement of rent— Tenant with heritable 
non-transferablc rights— Settlement Court, order 
by - Judicial decision— Occupancy tenant 63 

Ss. 234, 79 — Determination of amount payable 

to proprietor — Revenue Board, powers of, to make 
rules -Role 1, Cir. No. 63 of 1863. 

The Revenue Board lias power under section £34 to 
frame rules, laying down the manner in which the rent 
is to be determined, but it has no power to exclude any 
class of under- proprietors, whether paying rent or 
not, from the operations of section 79, for section 234 
does not permit the Board to frame rules inconsistent 
with the U P. Land Revenue Act, and section 79 does 
not recognize rules other than those relating to the 
determination ol rent. The suggestion made in rule 18 

that where no rent is reserved, a. superior proprietor 
can apply to resume the rent-free under- proprietary 
holding, is not, therefore, justified by the provisions 
of section 234 or 79 of the U. P. Land Revenue Act; 
and in so far .is it. excludes rent-free under-pro- 
printers from the operation of section 79, is devoid 
of any legal authority. 

The conditions contained in rule 1 of Circular No. 
63 of 1803 that groves planted by proprietors should 
after the village has passed out of their hands, ’ 
deemed t<> he their uniW-proprictnry holdim*’ 
they have r« nmined in \nrs:i' ssioi, of them, should 


be 
if 
I 


Vll'-V 1ICAVX. V’ I'WV.. *■* •' •• ' J. llfj | ,, t 

proved in each ease, and -.•a.nuot be inferred from 
uncertain data. O Riivnkau S.'.ii.'.i .. Ua.»adh \a 

Prasad, 20 <). C. 171 ; 4 O. L. .1. 199 200 


e 

r 


u. P..MUND U’AlilTI ES ACT (! o» 19i*o>, s. y: 

U. P. Municipal Hies Art { II oj \\ 
effect of — Offence muter old Aa -Sam tSo. ;r„, 
new Act, validity of. 

A Municipal Board has power to grant sanction 
Under the provisions of tho V P. Municipalities ^ot 
1916. for the prosecution of n. poison in respect ' 
an offence committed under tho An of pjoo i r ^ 


of 


-Notice under s. 86, whether necessary befwTtfZ 

of hum « n/,er **• 

The issuing of a notice by tho Board under the 
provisions of section 186 of tho U. P. Municipalities 
Aol is not a condition precedent to the institution 
of a prosecution under section 185. 

In a case in tfhicli a person allows a sanction ‘bv 
the Municipal Board to orect a bnilding to lapse and 
then proceeds to set up tho building without , givinir 
fresh notice or submitting any fresh application to 
tho Municipal Board, a prosecution for an offence 
against the Act is a more appropriate . remedy than 
an order for the demolition of the building A Em 

1’ERor t\ II ash i m Ali, 39 A. 482; 15 A. L. J. 461 ; 18 
Ck. L. J. 659 mm 

~."7 Ss. 209, 210 “ Structure ”, meaning of— 

iixiny portable plank over public drain, whether 
structure - Offence, 

-r Tl i° "’? rd .“structure”, as used in section 209 of the 

U. 1. Municipalities Act, means a structure of a 

permanent character. Therefore, tho fixing of a 

portable plank over a public drain cannot be deemed 

to bo tho erection of a structure within the meaning 

of that section, and docs not amount to an offence 

under section 2 10 of tho Act. A Emperor v. Mum* 

mad V i-sur, 18 Cr. L. j; 659; 15 A. L. J. 290, 89 L 
380 3l3f 

VENDOR and PURCHASER— Contract for sale of 
land by Hindu co-pawner Suit for specific pen 
jormance, partition and possession against all co-pan 
ccners, maintainability of -Misjoinder of pOrHe*^ 
bpcafic Relief Act U of 18T7), ss. 19, 27-6 H*il Pro- 
ccdure Code > Act V of 1»08), a /, rr 3, . 6, 0. If, 

/ V I : r ,r 1 6 ’ ,7> °' VlI > r - 1 -An*"**: 

of f j 1 ' " f r <**sfer of Property Act \IV ' qf 
188-), .'.'.. 54, 65— Alienee of specified properties of 
joint family, position of. • v. .. 

By Vnll Bench ( per Wallis, C. J, and Sriniw* 

;±: l "" ,ga ’\ A Ahdu . Rahim ’ J < dissenting).^ 
. T n iof “ f partition nnd pissession onnnot ^ 
claimed by the vendee in one suit as well as 
lion of a sale-deed ns against persons not 

tho contract of sale. s ■ i * i 

1 or B a llis, 0, J . — AH that the illustration to elat 
<0) of section 27 of tho Speoido Relief Apt sfidW 
tlmt if one of several joint, tenants rtontttietg hs Kb 
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VENDOR and PURCHASER- comd 


entitled to do, to sell Ins share and dies before per- 

forming Ins contract, specific performance of that 

contract may be enforced against the other joint- 

tenants. The section and the illustration have no 

bearing on the question whether persons who are 

strangers to the contract and against whom it cannot 

be specifically enforced can be properly joined as 

defendants and partition claimed against' them as 
co-parceners of the vendor. 

In a suit for specific performance of a contract by a 
member of an undivided Hindu family to sell bis 

S fX’ VnZ pcr “'? sib ' e to join the other members 

the family as defendants merely with a view to 
obtaining partition and possession of the alleged 
vendor s share against them 


or fact to be decided. It does . not matter whether 
there are more than one and technically different 
causes of action, or the liabilities of the several 
defendants are different, nor is it necessary that 
every defendant should he interested in all the reliefs 
claimed in the suit. 


. The joinder of strangers, not parties to the contract, 
in such a suit would amount to misjoinder. 


. Per Sruucasa A>ya lm ,-,J.^rhe rigid of the buyer 
,n enforcing a contract for the sale of immoveable 
property is a right m fersonam against the vendor 
and arises out of the contract for sale, and is different 
from the title or the right of property which the 
purchaser obtains on the execution of the con veyance 
which enables him to sue in ejectment all persons 
in possession, including h,s own vendor. The fact 

that a buyer when suing for specific performance of 
a contractofsale does not seek recovery of posses- 

s ,on would not prevent him Jro m^ep^,,/ th J re]ief 

on his title which gives b*> ■*“ ; f c .. 

His doubtful wheth^ ano her cause of action. 

. i f — i0r tli6 obligation under the 

COn give possession is one which is 

ca P aD J8'Sibemg specifically enforced, and whether 
^ ro Per relief is not damages for breach of the 
contract to gi ve possession till execution of the cou- 
after which date the purchaser would he 
umtiefi to mesne profits from the person in posses- 

/?“> whether such person is the vendor or a stranger 

Without title, 

H, — Whether a suit for possession based on 

sne obligation under a contract of sale can be brought 
a subsequent purchaser with notice of the 
chaser^ " U ° has obtained possession as such pur- 

If there is an existing cause of action for partition 


nn * 1 wAiotiug . .. * ... 

on the date Qf fche ins ° tituti0Il 0 f a suit lor specific 

performance.the question whether the two causes 


. me question " — 

action, one for specific performance and the other 

sub Part ’ tion and possession, can be joined in one 
"‘/•would depend not only cn the provisions oi Order 
3 and 5, Civil Procedure Code, which primarily 
f ate the joinder of parties, but also of Order II, 
rules 3 and 4, which provide for joinder of causes 

01 action. . 

Per Abdur Rahim, J .— A purchaser from a co- 
Parcenercan enforce specific performance, of his 
contract against the other co- parceners and in a suit 
for the said relief, the joinder of a prayer for pos- 
session or partition is permissible under section ?7 
the Specific Relief Act and Order I, rule 3, Civil 

Procedure Code. 

. Under rule 3 of Order I it is sufficient if the right to 
relief exists in respect of or arises out . of the same 
transaction or series of transactions, subject only to the 
condition that there be any ctmmon question of law 


The right to possession arises out of the contract 
of. sale so as to be covered by the .words of Order J, 
rule 3, Civil Procedure Code,.-. The fact that by \ irtuo 
of section 54 of the Transfer of* Proper Act, no 
interest in immoveable property is acquired by the 
contract does not affect the question. It is sufficient 
for the plaintiff to say that by the contract he 
obtained t lie right to acquire the property with the 
aid of the Court, the execution of a registered con- 
veyance and delivery of possession being the means 
bv which the right is to bo enforced. 

Nor does it make any difference that the right to 
possession is contingent on the plaint iff establishing 
his right to the execution of a proper conveyance bv 
the defendant. 

By the Division Bench (per Oldfield and Sadasiva 
Aiyar, JJ .)— Though an alienee of specific portions of 
joint family property does not, as of right, acquire 
any interest in it, his conveyance enables him to 
demand a partition of the family property and en- 
titles him either to the specified property, if that can 
equitably be assigned to his vendor’s share, or to its 
equivalent from such ether property as that share 
may include. 


The suit should not, in any event, be dismissed for 
joinder of prayers for possession and partition aim,- 
with the relief for execution of a conveyance. The 
plaint should be allowed to be amended ‘by deletin'* 
the prayers for possession and partition, and if not 
so amended, the Court should dismiss the suit so far 
as regards the objectionable prayers and dispose of it 
in so tar as it relates to specific performance. IYJ 

Rangayva Reddy c. Si'bra.ma'nya Aiyar, 32 M L I 

574 ; 40 M. 305; 5 L . w ! 797; 21 M L..T..3S5 ' 429 


--Money left with vendee for payment to mart 


yayve — Redemption, ho attempt made by vendee for — 
Mortgagee’s suit decreed — Decree satis lied On v'endoe — 
endec , position oj. 

On the sale of an • immoveable pi-opeitv a portion 
of the Sale-consideration was left .with the vendee for 
payment to the mortgagee of the’ said property. The 
sale-deed provided that if the money so left with 
the vendee fell short of the sum actually due to the 
mortgagee the vendor was bound to discharge the 
excess money, and that if the vendee was put to 
any expense in connection with the deposit of the 
mortgage-money by reason of anv bad faith or dis- 
honesty on the part of the mortgagee he was to bear 
the burden of that cost himself. The vendee made 
no attempt to redeem the mortgage. Long after the 
date of the sale and the date when redemption of 
the mortgage first became possible . the mortgagee 
sued both the vendor and the vendee on the basis°of 
the mortgage and obtained a decree against them 
The vendee discharged the* whole decretal amount 
and then brought a suit against the vendor 
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recovery of the difference between the sum he had 
had to pay for the satisfaction of the decree and the 
sum which had been left with him at the time of the 
sale for payment to the mortgagee: 

Held, ( 1 ) that the vendee was hound in the first 
instance to redeem, or at least to make an attempt to 
redeem the mortgage; 

(2) that the vendee having failed to make an 
attempt to redeem the mortgage at a reasonably 
early date after the conclusion of the sale^transaction, 
so as to dtacover that the money left with him fell 
short of Se requisite amount, he was not entitled to 
the sum claimed by him, but only to the difference 
between the sum left with him and the amount which 
was actually payable to the mortgagee on the date 
when redemption of the mortgage first became possible. 
O Mazhar Ali Kuan v . Ali Asoimh, 4 O. L. J. 321 

361 

. ■- — Mortgage by vendee, declaration of validity 

of, in action by vendor against vendee and his 
mortgagee—' Transfer pending suit 826 

- Performance of contract rendered impos- 

sible by outbreak of war— Rights and liabilities 
of parties ^83 

Sale — Consideration , non .payment of, whether 


renders sale void — Intention. 

Merc want of payment of consideratiou docs not 
reuder a sale void, unless it is shown that it was the 
intention of the parties that title should not paw 
until consideration is paid. Hut the intention of 
the parties can l>o judged not merely from what 
they say or do at the time of the sale, but also 
from their subsequent conduct. 

Where a purchaser paid down a suiull fraction of 
the price in the lirst place, aud this went in sale 
expenses, not into the vendor’s pocket, and the 
balance of the price was promised to be paid on 
mutation, but for 9} years ho made no attempt to 
enforce the sale or to obtain mutation of names: 

Ueld, that tho presumption was that the pur- 
chaser had given up all his rights in respect of the 
6alo. P Taka Cuand r. Nikmal Das, 46 P. W. R. 
1017 *8$> 

... — • — Sale — Suit in name oj vendor after sale of 
his interest, mainta inability of. 

After the sale of a landlord’s interest in land with 
nil claims for rent in arrears, a suit for rent is 
maintainable in the name of tho landlord us plaintiff, 
whore the document under which tho properly is 
sold authorises the purchaser, as the irrevocable 
attorney of the vendor, to continue and prosecute in 
I ho mime of tho vendor suits with reference to tho 
moneys and claims transferred by the document. 
C Moiiundua Nani Mai*ak i 
Ghosh 


PAH t:3H ClIAM'RA 

506 
542 


WAJIB-UL-AHZ, construction of 
■ — , entry in, construction of 

Wherean entry in a n'ajib*ul-arz is in clear words 
the Court is not justified in giving it a strained 
meaning. A IIki.t Nauaix Rai v. Ram Diiaui Rai 40 
WAQK See Hindu Law; Muhammadan' Law. 

tv 


WILL- Bequest to charity , construction of**t’ncertai ft{ 
— Cy-pres, doctrine of— Trust* Act (// n/ 18b2), pp 

f - T-- l ■ • * 
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WILL — ccr.ciU. 

Where a disposition in a Will indicates an inten- 
tion to benefit charities, or a class of charities 
generally, treating the particular named objects of 
gift as mere instruments for carrying out such 
general intention, the general purpose of charity 
will be executed according to the doctrine of cy-pres. 

If a devise in a Will eau be construed as a bequest 
to “charity”, in the sense in which that vtord is 
understood in English Law, then the disposition is 
valid, and is governed by the Indian Trusts Act. 
If, however, it is a devise in the alternative for pur- 
poses which are not charitable, though benevolent 
or philanthropic, then the bequest is void. 

In India tho Courts will only recognise the 
validity of trusts which they can cither themselves 
execute or can control when in process of being 
executed by trustees. 

Case-law discussed aud reviewed. 

A testatrix devised her estate to a trustee that 
“he of his own judgment (may) give as a donation or 
apply or invest the balance to or for any person or 
persons for his, her or their use or benefit, or to or 
for any charitable or religious institution or object, 
as he may think proper:” 

Ueld , that the bequest was void for uncertainty. N 
Mrs. Elkins v. Rev. Dr. Cullen, J3 N. L. R. 51 

791 

Execution — Undue influence — Advice or per - 

#a«sicm, whether unlawful— Illness of testator, effect 

of — Burden'of -proof. 

The onus is upon the ^ropounder of a Will to 
provo that tho testator not only did make the Will 


but that he possessed sound testameita asr d isposition 
at the time of making the Will and that he Ib^^the 


Will of his own accord and not on account of any^ 
importuuity or coercion. 

Advice or even persuasion cannot be said to be 
unlawful unless it deprives the tostntor of the freedom 
of the Will and amounts to coercion. 

Illness is not in itself sufficient to invalidate a 
Will, unless it impairs the mind in such a manner as to 
deprive tho executant of tho power of understanding 
the consequences of making tho Will. PAT Nakaik 
Duo v. Kusum Kumari 597 

WORDS and PHRASES— “IjinaV, meanimj of. 

Tho word “ijmaV* is accepted in Bih&r as the 
vernacular equivalent of tho residuary share con. 
fomplated by the Rhvonno Sales Act. Tho word is 
never used as meaning the residue of a- separate 
account. 

Per Mullick, J . — The word “ ijmal " means nothing 
more than “joint’’. It is an adjective and not the 
name of any particular thing or part of the estate. 
It is a relative term and has not oven the fixity 
attached to the word residuary. PAT Krishna 
Dayal Uik c. Annul. Gahur, 2 P. L. J 402; 2 P. L. 
W. 229 13 

— “Malguzari,” meaning of. 

The word ‘ maUjuutri although usually meaning an 
amtfruit paid to tho Crown, is susceptible cf meaning 
tlio amount due from under-proprietors to tho supe- 
rior proprietor. O* uarv Cuanpfa «, Luian 
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